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The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are Feb. 1 and March 1. All material must 
be received by Wednesday, Jan. 18, for 
the Feb. 1 issue, and by Wednesday, 
Feb. 15, for the March 1 issue. If you are 
concerned about making the deadline, 
send an e-mail to prosveta@snpj.com 
or submit your material via the publica-
tions area of our website, www.snpj.org.
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• Celeste S. Dolgan
Born April 8, 2013

Cicero, Ill., Lodge 449
Lodge 449 welcomes Celeste S. Dolgan 
as their newest member. Celeste is the 
daughter of Bob Dolgan (576) and Kristin 
Sanders; sister of Sonja Dolgan (449); and 
granddaughter of Bob and Cecilia (576) 
Dolgan, and Karla Kerber. We welcome 
Celeste to the Slovene National Benefit 
Society and extend our best wishes to her 
entire family.

IMPERIAL, Pa. — In celebration of the 
new year, the SNPJ Home Office will be 
closed on Jan. 2. Normal office hours, 8 
a.m. until 5 p.m., will resume Tuesday, 
Jan. 3. Happy New Year 2017 from the 
SNPJ Home Office staff!

Home Office closed as we
celebrate the New Year

And the winner is...
The $100 winner of the third quarter drawing in 

the 2016 SNPJ Recommender Program is:
Teresa Koci, Lodge 786, Orange County, Calif.
Congratulations, and thank you for participating!

STRABANE, Pa. — The regular January 
meeting of Lodge 138 has been resched-
uled for Monday, Jan. 9. The meeting 
will be held in our meeting room and will 
commence at 7 p.m. as usual. The officers 
were pleased with the attendance at our 
December reorganization meeting, and it 
would be appreciated if more members 
would make an effort to attend regularly. 
Lodge 138 wishes everyone a healthy and 
happy 2017.

BOB LAWRENCE
Lodge 138 Secretary

A change of date for 
Lodge 138 Jan. meeting

by KEVIN RICHARDS 
SNPJ Fraternal Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — Have you 
ever thought about spending a week with your 
family at the SNPJ Recreation Center, enjoy-
ing the fraternalism of fellow SNPJ members, 
along with a week full of fun and activity? If 
so, SNPJ Family Weeks are for you!

While the exact schedule changes from 
year to year, Family Week participants 
always enjoy the balina and bean bag toss 
tournaments, arts & crafts, pool parties, 
bonfires, bingo, and picnics. All of this fun 
is complimented with three meals each day, 
as well as quality time with your family in 
the quiet country surroundings of the SNPJ 
Recreation Center.

So which dates should you set aside for 
Family Weeks? First Family Week will be 
held Sunday, July 16, through Friday, July 21. 
Second Family Week is scheduled Sunday, 
July 23, through Friday, July 28.

You may be thinking a week-long family 
vacation isn’t in your budget, but you won’t 
find a better deal anywhere! And that’s not 
even mentioning the reduced rates offered to 
our members just for being a part of SNPJ.

To simplify the rates for 2017, we’ve 
broken the cost into two fees: a per-person 
registration fee and a cabin fee.

The registration fee for SNPJ members 
is $140 per person; the non-member fee is 
$200 per person. Children ages 3 and under 
can attend free of charge.

The cabin fee will be determined by the 
cabin in which you’ll be staying, and will 
remain the same whether that cabin sleeps 
one person or six people. A two-bedroom 
upper cabin (cabins #3 through #24) rent for 
$300 during Family Weeks, a two-bedroom 
lower cabin runs $200 for the week, and a 
one bedroom lower cabin costs $100. For the 
newly-renovated cabins #1 and #2, the fee is 
$500 for the week. Of course, if you plan to 
stay in your RV at the SNPJ Trailer Court, 
there is no cabin rental fee.

Join in the 
fun of SNPJ 
Family Weeks 
this summer

SEE 2017 FAMILY WEEKS
ON PAGE 2

GIRARD, Ohio — The Eastern Ohio-
Western Pennsylvania Federation will 
hold its annual meeting Sunday, Jan. 
8, starting at 2 p.m. The meeting will 
be held at Amen Corner in Girard. We 
will be electing officers and reviewing 
the Federation bylaws; all delegates are 
encouraged to attend. We wish everyone 
a happy and healthy New Year!

CAThY TONYA KALENITS (776)
Federation Secretary/Treasurer

East Ohio/W. Pa. Fed 
sets Jan. annual meeting

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — SNPJ 
Lodge 776 members will hold a regular 
meeting Sunday, Jan. 15, beginning at 2 
p.m. at the SNPJ Recreation Center. All 
members are urged to attend.

VONNIE DOMBROSKY
Lodge 776 Recording Secretary

A mid-January meeting 
for Lodge 776 members

V Boj Lodge 53 
President PAULINE 

BARBISH [left] 
and Lodge 

Secretary MARTHA 
MEGLICh [right] 
had the pleasure 

of welcoming 
SNPJ National 

President JOSEPH 
C. EVANISh, 

who served as 
the guest speaker 
during the Lodge’s 
110th anniversary 

celebration.

by PAULINE BARBISH
Lodge 53 President

CLEVELAND — Reflecting on 2016, it was a 
busy year for the members of V Boj Lodge 53. 
One of our first major events was our annual 
summer picnic at the SNPJ Farm, held June 
19. The picnic was well attended, and nature 
cooperated to give us good weather that day. 
The food was delicious and the music by the 
Wayne Tomsic Orchestra was as good as usual. 
We thank everyone who helped make the day 
a success.

Our next undertaking was a repeat day trip 
to the Walnut Creek area of Amish Country on 
Sept. 13. Just as we did two years prior, we toured 
a farm by horse-drawn wagon, complete with 
benches and feed for the various animals which 
included water buffalo, reindeer, pot-belly pigs, 
longhorns and llamas, to name a few.

Then it was on to Der Dutchman for a 

2016 marked another milestone 
celebration for V Boj Lodge 53

delicious family-style dinner. The meal was 
abundant and everyone was satisfied. Our next 
stop was the highlight of the trip: a comedy 
show at the Amish Country Theater. Everyone 
thoroughly enjoyed the day.

The last event of the year was our 110th 
anniversary celebration at the Slovenian Work-
men’s Home, held Nov. 5. Naturally, it wasn’t 
as colossal as the celebration of our 100th an-
niversary, but nonetheless it was a milestone 
to be recognized and celebrated with Lodge 
members and guests.

The doors opened at 2:30 p.m. with ap-
petizers and an open bar. The meal, prepared 
by Julie Zalar and staff, started with dumpling 
soup and was finished with desserts of strudel 
and a deliciously rich potica made by Lodge 53 
Secretary Martha Meglich.

SEE LODGE 53 IN 2016
ON PAGE 10

2017

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The 2017 SNPJ Winter 
Classic Bowling Tournament will be co-
hosted by Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 and Strabane, 
Pa., Lodge 138 the weekend of Feb. 17-19. 

The men will bowl doubles and singles 
Friday evening and Saturday at the Sygan 
Lodge 6 Lanes, and the women will bowl 
doubles and singles on Saturday at the 
Strabane Lodge 138 Lanes. On Sunday, 
the men will bowl their team competition 
at the Strabane Lodge 138 Lanes while the 
women bowl their team competition at the 
Sygan Lodge 6 Lanes.

With only eight miles separating these 
two active SNPJ Lodges, we’re looking 
forward to a great bowling weekend full 
of fun and fraternalism. All SNPJ bowlers 
are invited and encouraged to participate 
in this tournament. Food will be available 
for purchase at both Lodge halls throughout 
weekend. 

Be sure to stop by Sygan Lodge 6 Friday 
evening, Feb. 17, for entertainment provided 
by Outlaw Karaoke with DJ Dave McMurdy 
from 8 p.m. until midnight. On Saturday, 
Feb. 18, the fun continues at Strabane Lodge 
138 with entertainment provided by Veseli 
Fantje from 8 p.m. until midnight.

Winter Classic Bowl returns to Lodges 6 and 138

Several of the ladies from Sygan Lodge 6, pictured 
with Lodge 6 Lanes manager JOHN BENO, prior to 
the start of the 2016 Winter Classic Tournament.
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Lodge/Organization

Type of Event 
 
 

Site 
 
 

If a concert or dance, who is
performing? 
 
 

Date 

Time 

Who to contact 
 
 

Phone (        )

Complete and return to: 
PROSVETA

247 W. Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA  15126-9774

e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

• JAN. 7 ........Midway, Pa., Lodge 89 community 
bingo in the upstairs hall; 6 p.m. The 
kitchen will be open.

• JAN. 21 .......Verbick Fraternal Memorial Bowling 
Tournament at Lucky Lanes, Milwaukee. 
Entries due Jan. 9. For details contact 
Mary Donovan at (414) 405-0532.

• FEB. 4 ......... CAL Sweetheart Doubles Bowl-
ing Tournament at Wickliffe Lanes in 
Wickliffe, Ohio. For details phone Linda 
Gorjup at (440) 853-8776. 

• FEB. 4 ......... Midway, Pa., Lodge 89 community 
bingo in the upstairs hall; 6 p.m. The 
kitchen will be open.

• FEB. 17-19 ..SNPJ Winter Classic Bowling Tour-
nament co-hosted by Sygan, Pa., Lodge 
6 and Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138.

• MAR. 4 ........ Midway, Pa., Lodge 89 community 
bingo in the upstairs hall; 6 p.m. The 
kitchen will be open.

• MAY 7 ......... Girard, Ohio, Lodge 643 dance at 
Kuzman’s Lounge, 1025 S. State St., 
Girard; 3-7 p.m. Music by the Frank 
Stanger Orchestra. For details contact 
Ray Kovac at (330) 824-2154.

• MAY 27 .......CAL Don Gorjup Golf Open at Roll-
ing Green Golf Club, Huntsburg, Ohio. 
Shotgun start at 9 a.m. For details contact 
Rick Gorjup at (440) 354-5001.

• MAY 28 .......Brew & Bean Festival at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For additional information contact 
the Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-
767-5732 or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

• JUNE 18-23 ... Youth Roundup at the SNPJ Rec-
reation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. For 
details contact Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards by phone at 1-800-843-7675 
ext. 144, or e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

• JUNE 23-25 ... SNPJ Young Adult Conference at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. For registration and event 
details contact Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144 or 
e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

• JULY 7-9 .....The 36th Slovenefest and the 61st 
Miss SNPJ Pageant at the SNPJ Rec-
reation Center. For more information 
phone the Recreation Center toll-free 
at 1-877-767-5732.

• JULY 16-21 .... First Family Week at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For additional information phone the 
Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-767-
5732 or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

• JULY 23-28 .... Second Family Week at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For additional information phone the 
Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-767-
5732 or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

• AUG. 4-6 .....TEL Workshop at the SNPJ Recre-
ation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. For 
details contact Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144, 
or e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

• AUG. 11-12 ..... Fraternal Weekend at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For details contact Fraternal Director 
Kevin Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 
144, or e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

• AUG. 20-25 .... Senior Week at the SNPJ Recre-
ation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. For 
additional information phone the SNPJ 
Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-767-
5732 or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

by ROSE MARIE GOVI
Lodge 729 Recording Secretary

YUKON, Pa. — The members of 
Silverstars Lodge 729 held their 
annual Christmas party Dec. 3, 
2016, at the Yukon Slovenian Hall. 
Members and guests enjoyed a 
festive evening filled with joyful 
camaraderie, appetizers, a deli-
cious catered buffet dinner and 
an array of homemade goodies 
for dessert.

As a Lodge activity, non-per-
ishable food items and monetary 
donations were collected for the 
Westmoreland County Food Bank. 
Many door prizes were given away 
and drawings were awarded. Larry 
Divis also dedicated a tribute of 
songs in memory of the late George 
Suhon. 

The Lodge 729 officers extend 
wishes for a blessed and healthy 
New Year to all!

A festive 
celebration 
for Yukon 
Lodge 729by PATTI POWERS

Lodge 715 Secretary

UNIVERSAL, Pa. — On Oct. 22, 2016, the members of 
Universal Comets Lodge 715 held their annual banquet to 
honor our members who reached 50, 60, 70 or 80 years 
of membership with SNPJ. Many members of our Lodge 
came out that day to congratulate Sandra Bresuciak, Ann 
Evanish, Michael Kumer and Bill Rosignoli. Sandra 
brought her daughter, Chrystal, to share in this special 
occasion. Michael’s sister Marlene and her husband, Tom 
Dean, were also in attendance. Sixty-year member Bill 
Rosignoli continues to serve as Lodge 715 auditor, as he 
has since 1977.

The featured speaker for our luncheon was Jim Fitzroy, 
a master beekeeper. Jim even brought an active bee hive 
for viewing and honey to sample.

Lodge President Marty Kumer welcomed everyone in 
attendance. He paid special recognition to Jamie Evanish 
for his years of service and support of Lodge 715 and the 
Society, and noted the Lodge’s reliance on Jamie for many 
more years to come.

President Kumer also introduced our membership hon-
orees as Lodge Secretary Patti Powers presented them with 
a bottle of wine. Each honoree was asked if they wanted 
to speak and they all did. Nice stories were shared and 
happy remarks were made with warm smiles all around.

Retired officers Ann Evanish and Max Kumer received 
recognition awards for their endless guidance of and as-
sistance with Lodge 715. Jamie Evanish read a very inter-
esting article he wrote about Max, which was published 
in the November 2016 PROSVETA issue.

Ann Evanish served Lodge 715 and the SNPJ for a 

Membership honorees [from left] SANDRA BRESUCIAK, 
BILL ROSIGNOLI, ANN EvANISH and MIChAEL 
KUMER were recognized at the Universal Comets 
Lodge 715 annual October luncheon.

Four members 
honored at Comets 
Lodge 715 luncheon

total of 49 years, beginning as a Youth Circle director and 
going on to serve as Lodge recording secretary, auditor 
and financial secretary, and as a member of the SNPJ 
Slovenian Heritage Center Committee. Ann remembers 
former Lodge Secretary Gish Remezo coming to her 
house one Saturday morning to enroll her and her five 
children into SNPJ. Her husband, the late Roger Evanish, 
was already a member and had been since childhood.

As Ann attended one of her first Lodge meetings, she 
recalls then-Lodge President Mike Kumer and Secretary 
Gish Remezo informing her that she would be the new 
Youth Circle Director (the Lodge hadn’t had a Circle in 
a few years). She replied “What?,” and the rest is history.

We look forward to our 2017 luncheon and hope that 
more members will be able to join us for such a special 
event.  For those members reaching a membership mile-
stone this year, please watch for the luncheon announce-
ment in PROSVETA and your invitation in the mail.

by DOROTHY GRMEK
Lodge 781 Secretary/Treasurer

AVON, Ohio — In the summer 
of 2016, the members of Lodge 
781 enjoyed two popular events: 
an ice cream social at Mitchell’s 
Ice Cream Parlor and a delicious 
potluck luncheon at my home in 
Avon.

In December we met at the 
Vintage House Cafe for a Christ-
mas brunch and our annual Lodge 
meeting. There were 16 members 
in attendance; 11 adults and five 
children. Gift bags were distrib-
uted afterward to everyone in 
attendance.

During our meeting, donations 
were made to the Slovene Home for 
the Aged and the SNPJ Recreation 
Center Cabin Renovation Project. 
Our officers agreed to serve again 
in 2017, and the event concluded 
with socializing and extending  
holiday wishes.

On a final note, we’d like to 
express our sincerest sympathies 
to the families of Johanna Pogacar 
and Henry Slana, both of whom 
passed away in 2016.

Lodge 781 
closes 2016 
with some 
holiday cheer

2017 FAMILY WEEKS
FROM PAGE 1 

If you have a family member who 
would love to attend SNPJ Family 
Weeks but is only able to stay a day 
or two, SNPJ also offers a visitor rate. 
Your visitor can stay in your cabin and 
participate in Family Week activi-

ties for $50 per person, per day, for 
members; or $75 per person, per day, 
for non-members. Please let us know 
how many visitors you are expecting 
when you register.

To make your reservation for First 
Family Week or Second Family Week, 
simply download a registration form 

from our website, www.snpj.org. Mail 
your completed form to the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, 270 Martin Rd., 
Enon Valley, PA 16120. A deposit of 
$100 per person is due by May 1 for 
First Family Week, and by May 15 for 
Second Family Week. All taxes are 
included. Checks should be made pay-

able to “SNPJ Recreation Center.” The 
remaining balance is due by June 21.

If you have any questions, please 
contact the Recreation Center by 
phoning 1-877-767-5732 or e-mailing 
szarella@snpjrec.com. We look for-
ward to spending a fun week at camp 
with your family!

Don’t miss out, make your plans now for 2017 SNPJ Family Weeks

by MELANIE MATIASEK
Lodge 559 Secretary

CHICAGO — Lodge 559 members 
held a meeting Dec. 9 and elected 
our new officers for the coming 
year. Congratulations to President 
Jean Cherway, Vice President and 
Recording Secretary Kaitlyn Chiap-
petta, Secretary/Treasurer Melanie 
Matiasek and Sergeant-at-Arms Geri 
Matiasek. Mike Vidmar and Geri 
Matiasek will serve as auditors.

In 2017, Lodge 559 meetings are 

scheduled on Feb. 10,  May 12, Aug. 
11 and Nov. 10; all meetings will 
start at noon. We will continue to 
meet at the Czech Plaza Restaurant in 
Berwyn, Ill. Our meetings are always 
followed by lunch and social time. We 
hope to have more members join us 
for the meetings in 2017.

During our February meeting, we 
plan to host a food drive for a local 
church. All members in attendance 
are asked to bring a non-perishable 
food donation.

We were happy to see Grace Doerk 
at the December meeting. She advised 
of her husband Otto’s continued 
medical treatment. Our best wishes 
go out to him.

We concluded our meeting by 
enjoying homemade kolacy made 
by Geri Matiasek and a Christmas 
cake brought in by President Jean 
Cherway. We also enjoyed a gift 
exchange.  

Happy New Year to all from the 
members of Lodge 559!

Lodge 559 prepared to start the new year

A gift exchange was a 
highlight the Pioneer Lodge 
559 December meeting and 
Christmas party.
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A CENTURY
in the making
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Proud of your SNPJ membership? Then 
you owe it to yourself to delve deeper 
into SNPJ history through the pages 
of An Inspired Journey — The SNPJ 
Story: The First One Hundred Years of 
the Slovene National Benefit Society.

This richly-illustrated chronicle of SNPJ  
history compiled and written by SNPJ 
Publications Editor Jay Sedmak is now 
available for purchase.

$15.00 each — plus $2.50 s/h
add $1 shipping for each additional copy ordered

SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
Your loyalty with SNPJ is now being rewarded! 

Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
and open your new SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

* Rates are not guaranteed after the first year.
* Guaranteed minimum interest rate of 2.0%.
* No fees are attached to either Loyalty annuity.
* The SNPJ Century 8 Annuity is earning 3.0%; the Century 5 Annuity is earning 
 2.75%. Century series annuities issued prior to 2012 are earning 3.0%

3.5% Loyalty 8 Annuity
3.5% first-year guarantee rate

3.0% in years two through eight
2.75% in year nine and after
3.75% first-year Loyalty Rate 

for conversions 

3.0% Loyalty 5 Annuity
3.0% first-year guarantee rate

2.75% in years two through five
2.75% in year six and after

3.25% first-year Loyalty Rate 
for conversions 

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

January 2 reinstated as
bank holiday in Slovenia
LJUBLJANA (STA) — In mid-
December, the Slovenian Parliament 
backed a proposal to restore the date of 
Jan. 2 as a bank holiday, four years after 
the date was removed from the list of 
public holidays as part of the country’s 
austerity measures.

The amendment to the Public Holi-
days Act was approved 61 to 10, and 
will be applicable as of 2017.

The Jan. 2 bank holiday was scrapped 
by the government in May 2012 by 
means of the Fiscal Austerity Act, which 
affected a whole line of laws. When the 
revocation was passed back in 2012, it 
was argued that it would enable savings. 
However, supporters of the holiday said 
that at present, no one could prove that 
in practice.

A number of opponents said they 
would have preferred marking holidays 
on Jan. 6 to celebrate the Epiphany rather 
than Jan. 2, and on Good Friday instead 
of May 2, as is the case in many other 
Western nations.

Melania Trump says
hands off use of her name
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Seeking to tap 
into Slovenian-born Melania Trump’s 
impending title of the United States’ First 
Lady, several innovative businessmen 
have begun turning her husband’s victory 
into a business. This, however, does not 
sit well with the spouse of President-elect 
Donald Trump.

Soon after Trump’s election as 
president, some Slovenian bakery own-
ers started labeling various pastries with 
her name and photograph to promote 
this new connection between the United 
States and Slovenia.

Several Melania Trump-themed treats 
began appearing in Slovenia, including 
crepes, dessert cups and honey, but the 
one that reaped the most media atten-
tion was the “Melania cake,” a cake 
made of “white chocolate mousse with 
almonds, on top of a nut-base crust and 
topped with a strip of shining golden 
chocolate,” according to a report in the 
Dnevnik newspaper. 

Bakery owner Nuša Vidmar said 
white was chosen because Melania often 
dresses in white. Gold was added to make 
it as prestigious as the future First Lady. 
The Dnevnik report indicated that NBC 
news inquired about the cake with the 
bakery in Melania Trump’s hometown of 
Sevnica, which came up with the recipe.

However, Melania Trump’s name was 
used for commercial purposes without 
her consent, which has since become 
a source of controversy. As a result, 
the Slovenian law firm Pirc Musar & 
Partnerji issued a press release upon 
Melania Trump’s request. According to 
the press release, “an individual’s name 
can be used for commercial purposes only 
with prior agreement from the individual 
concerned, or else it is a violation of 
personal rights.” Pirc Musar & Partnerji 
said that the same goes for the use of 
an individual’s photograph, even if it 
contains a copyright notice.

“Since there have been ideas about 
using the name ‘Trump’ or ‘Melania 
Trump,’ we must inform the public that 
the two names are protected as trade-
marks,” the law firm wrote.

Slovenia’s highest 
mountain loses 13 inches
LJUBLJANA (STA) — New measure-
ments conducted by Slovenia’s  Survey-
ing and Mapping Authority have reduced 
the height of Slovenia’s highest peak, Mt. 
Triglav, by 34 centimeters (13 inches). 
The new official height, updating the 
figure last marked in 1985, is 2,863.65 
meters (9,395.18 feet).

The height of Mt. Triglav was mea-
sured as part of a project conducted by 
the Surveying and Mapping Authority 
to update data on the country’s spatial 
infrastructure.

When measured in 1985, Mt. Triglav 
stood 2,863.99 meters high (9,396.29 
feet), while the peak’s updated height 
is 2,863.65 meters, said Surveying and 
Mapping Authority representative Jurij 
Režek. The difference comes because 
the agency introduced a new height-mea-
suring system, changing the base – after 
years of measurements – by switching 
from the city of Trieste in Italy to the 
nearby Slovenian city of Koper.

Trieste, which was selected as the 
base of the mountain sometime in the 
20th century, was measured to be 17 
centimeters (6.7 inches) higher above 

sea level than Koper, Režek explained. 
He said this difference would affect all 
height measurements in Slovenia.

The newly-introduced measuring 
system is also expected to provide more 
accurate data, which will help reduce the 
risks of flooding: a 30-centimeter (11.8-
inch) difference in the expected water 
level during periods of flooding is quite 
significant. “Water overflowing a flood 
barrier that is 30 centimeters too low can 
flood an area of several hectares,” Režek 
told the press.

Pony bicycles making a
comeback in early 2017
VELENJE (STA) — Pony bicycles, 
the Slovenian-made bicycles that have 
become a byword for reliability, will soon 
make a comeback, having been rescued 
from obscurity by a firm that is banking 
on the nostalgic appeal of the legendary 
bikes not just in Slovenia, but elsewhere 
in the former Yugoslavia.

The new generation of Pony bicycles 
was unveiled in mid-December by Gor 
Kolesa, a company that earlier this year 
acquired the Rog bicycle brand and is 
planning to restore it to its former glory.

The Pony is a simple folding bicycle 
first produced in 1965. Once a mass-
market product, the Pony is still hugely 
popular, especially with the hipster 
crowd. Originally, the Pony was a knock-
off of the popular Italian bicycles called 
“graziella,” which are still produced to 
this day.

The new Pony retains its predeces-
sor’s iconic look but is a more premium 
product with a price to reflect that: online 
pre-order prices list the bicycles between 
$350 and $850. The new incarnation of 
the Pony is also much more advanced, 
featuring an aluminium frame, Shimano 
gears and V-brakes, with additional 
premium equipment available for the 
three- and five-gear models.

A special series of 500 bikes is cur-
rently available for pre-order, with first 
shipments scheduled for early 2017, but 
Gor kolesa director Rok Lesjak said the 
plan was to produce 5,000 per year. “We 
want to preserve the good name of the 
old bikes. We’ve invested a lot of effort 
into creating a quality product made 
with Slovenian know-how in Slovenia,” 
Lesjak said.

Buyers currently have a choice 
of three versions of the classic Pony 
model and three sportier versions, but 
new models are in the works, including 
an electric version. “We plan to invest 
in development a lot... We’ll strive to 
make the Pony achieve and exceed its 
predecessor’s popularity,” Lesjak said.

National Gallery receives
two long-lost paintings
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Two iconic 
paintings created by Baroque painter 
Fortunat Bergant (1721-1769) which had 
been lost since WWII were discovered in 
Ljubljana this past spring and have been 
obtained by Slovenia’s National Gallery. 
Experts say the discovery of these paint-
ings solves one of the biggest mysteries 
in Slovenian art history.

“Ptičar” (Birdman) and “Prestar” 
(Pretzelman), both painted in 1761, were 
purchased by the National Gallery for 
$149,000 in November and will soon 
become part of the museum’s perma-
nent collection. “These paintings are 
true Baroque gems,” National Gallery 
curator Ferdinand Šerbelj said at a press 
conference.

Since all traces of the two paintings, 
which were last exhibited in 1922, disap-
peared following the end of the Second 
World War, there were fears that they 
were lost forever, Šerbelj told the press. 
But as it turns out, the paintings were 
carefully stacked in Ljubljana, and the 
owners forgot all about them.

As an appraiser of Baroque works, 
Šerbelj was called to identify the paint-
ings at the beginning of 2016, when the 
former owner, who wishes to remain 
anonymous, found them. The owner was 
surprised by his discovery and immedi-
ately decided that the painting belonged 
in the National Gallery’s perma nent 
collection.

Birdman and Pretzelman are believed 
to be a part of a cycle of five paintings 
representing the five senses. Bird man 
represents hearing, and Pretzelman taste. 
The other paintings are thought to be lost.

According to Šerbelj, Birdman and 

Pretzelman are “extraordinary examples 
of Baroque genre paintings,” which are 
very rare in Slovenian art. No other works 
match the quality of Bergant’s paintings 
though, Šerbelj said.

Since the paintings were last exhibited 
in 1922, only black-and-white reproduc-
tions were known to exist. Šerbelj said 
the paintings were well preserved, but 
would require restoration nonetheless. 
Pretzelman is slightly damaged, presum-
ably by 18th century gunshots.

A selection of works by Bergant, 
including the two newly obtained pieces, 
will be showcased at the National Gal-
lery in the autumn. The last exhibition 
of Bergant’s work was arranged in 1951. 
Bergant is known for giving portraits a 
personal touch. Educated in Rome, he 
worked for a number of patrons. Apart 
from religious motifs, he also painted 
portraits of noblemen.

Ljubljana University 
joins research network
LJUBLJANA (STA) — As of Nov. 21, 
the University of Ljubljana has become 
a member of The Guild, a network of 
European research-oriented universities 
that aims to strengthen cooperation be-
tween European universities in research 
and education. Chancellor Ivan Svetlik 
said that the University of Ljubljana had 
become an important strategic partner 
within the network.

According to network director Ole 
Petter Ottersen, who serves as chancel-
lor of the University of Oslo in Norway, 
network members call on policymakers 
to launch a new dialogue and aim to 
promote a higher degree of inclusion of 
universities in society.

“It is important to make politicians and 
the public understand that research and 
innovation are important for Europe’s 
future welfare, and for the encourage-
ment of social and political cohesion,” 
representatives from the University of 
Ljubljana wrote in a press release.

The Guild, which includes 18 lead-
ing European universities representing 
13 countries, aims to improve relevant 
public discussions and encourage excel-
lence in higher education.

The network was established in May 
2016 by the University of Bologna, Uni-
versity of Glasgow, University of Got-
tingen, University of Oslo, University of 
Tubingen, University of Warwick, and 
the Jagiellonian University in Krakow, 
Poland.

Avsenik-themed museum 
re-opens after renovation
BEGUNJE NA GORENJSKEM 
(STA) — In celebration of the birth 
anniversaries of the founders of the leg-
endary Avsenik Brothers Ansambel, the 
Begunje na Gorenjskem-based Avsenik 
Museum re-opened in late November 
after an extensive renovation.

The museum, which is dedicated to 
the work of Slavko Avsenik (1929-2015) 
and his brother Vilko, re-opened with an 
exhibition conceived as a timeline that 
chronicles the development of Slavko 
Avsenik as a legendary musician.

Several new personal items, family 
and concert photographs, and musical 
notations have been added to the mu-
seum’s collection. A special area has 
been set aside to display the 31 gold, 
two platinum and one diamond record-
ing that the Avsenik Brothers Ansambel 
released throughout its long career. All 
of the other awards are also on display.

Director Nataša Farkaš said the 
renovated museum not only maintains 
the heritage of the Avsenik brothers, 
it also brings it closer to the younger 
generations. Slavko Avsenik’s grandson 
believes the museum is an inspiration to 
young musicians; it shows what one can 
achieve through music.

“The idea for the renovation was 
conceived in the beginning of [2016], 
said Farkaš. “We felt that the museum 
deserved a greater legacy and a better 
look, especially after the death of Slavko 
Avsenik.”

According to Farkaš, the museum was 
launched in 1989 as a small section of 
the Avsenik-Hohner Gallery, founded 
by Slavko’s widow Brigita Avsenik. The 
section was then expanded, and in 2008 
officially became a museum, showcasing 
the ansambel’s recordings, instruments, 
costumes and awards. Six years later, the 
gallery and museum moved to a bigger 
location. The museum attracts some 
17,000 visitors per year, most of whom 
come from German-speaking countries.
The articles comprising this feature have been 
reprinted with permission from the Slovenian 
Press Agency (STA).

For most of us, the holidays are a feel-good time of year. 
Sure, there’s a lot of stress and running around, but 
in the midst of it all there’s a warm and cozy feeling. 

After we’re done running to all the stores in search of the 
perfect gifts, there’s the promise of a peaceful Christmas 
Eve spent with family and friends, and a joyous Christmas 
morning spent around the tree with our special someones.

Even with so much to look forward to, all of the recent 
Christmas chaos may have had you acting like the Grinch 
at some point. You tried hard to make the holidays amazing, 
but maybe you feel like all the special things you said and 
did went unheeded. You’re afraid that the beautiful deco-
rations, luscious cookies and sticky gingerbread houses 
were taken for granted by your family. Take it from me, 
your fears are valid because if your family is anything like 
mine, there’s a good chance they don’t remember many 
of the details that you labored over during the holidays. 
But rest assured that they do remember how you made 
them feel. Even now that Christmas has passed, your 
loved ones still feel the warmth and love that you worked 
so hard to wrap around the holiday.

The same holds true all year long, and the quote be-
low is pretty darn accurate. The things we do and the 
things we say are seldom remembered, but how we make 
people feel is never forgotten. For instance, your family 
won’t remember you going through the effort to obtain life 
insurance on yourself or them. They won’t remember you 
paying the premium and keeping the policy up to date. 
But because you did it all out of love, they will feel safe, 
secure and loved.

SNPJ offers a variety of life insurance policies that make 
it easy to protect your loved ones. We have affordable and 
convenient policies for children, such as Term to 25 and 
20-Pay Life. We also have great policies that cover you 
for the sake of your loved ones. Our term policies will help 
make sure that if you meet with an untimely death, your 
mortgage and miscellaneous loans will be paid off and 
the children will still be able to make college plans. Our 
permanent plans make it economical and easy for you to 
prepare for burial costs and final expenses.

Contact your agent, Lodge secretary or the SNPJ Home 
Office Marketing Department to learn more about our life 
insurance plans. Your family will never forget how you 
make them feel.
• Thought for the Month — I’ve learned 

that people will forget what you said, 
people will forget what you did, but 
people will never forget how you made 
them feel.

Maya Angelou

Just how they feel
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PROSVETA Crossword
Winter Fun (#0117) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. *e.g. “A Winter’s Tale” 
 by Mark Helprin
6. Bag in Paris
9. *Cold-weather lip trouble
13. Speak one’s mind
14. “What?”
15. What phoenix did
16. Used a lot in sports
17. ____ of Aquarius
18. Misrepresent
19. *Troika ride
21. *Has two eyes made of coal
23. Beluga yield
24. Found in a wall
25. Reggae precursor
28. Whiskey without water
30. Mother of Calcutta
35. What little kittens 
 did with their mittens
37. Computer operating system
39. Ascetic holy Hindu
40. Hippocrates’ promise
41. Chemically induced waves, pl.
43. Good obtained illegally
44. Garment fold
46. Sandwich alternative
47. Northern freshwater fish
48. No, they don’t really 
 crawl in one’s ear
50. Substance abuser

52. Neither
53. Type of tide
55. Jamie ____ Curtis
57. *Popular cold weather fabric
61. *Desired winter destination, pl.
64. Don McLean: “Drove 
 my chevy to the ____”
65. *Elf on the Shelf, e.g.
67. *Remove its furniture in winter?
69. Like a Harvard building?
70. Call to Bo-peep
71. Painter Degas
72. Mrs. Lincoln’s maiden name
73. Weary traveler’s destination
74. Lofty homes

DOWN
1. Us, in Mexico
2. Prefers
3. Tiny bottle
4. “C’mon in!”
5. Wound
6. Persian king
7. Precedes Sep.
8. Maiden’s “hope” storage
9. Captain’s team
10. Islet in a river
11. Half-way around the world
12. Part of a hammer
15. Residences
20. “Faster!” to a horse

22. *Roast a chest____ over 
 an open fire
24. Cavalryman’s foot holder
25. #61 Across, sing.
26. Bear Down Under
27. In the Asteraceae family
29. Again
31. Wood file
32. Buzz Aldrin’s first name
33. Plumed military headdress
34. *Ice Angler’s drill
36. *Warm winter day occurrence
38. *Winter Holiday, for short
42. Abracadabra, e.g.
45. Preserved in a can
49. “Fancy that!”
51. Go back into business
54. Cover story
56. Horace’s poem
57. Dart
58. Prefix in levorotary
59. Like a zealous fan
60. Pauper’s permanent state
61. Bridge
62. Units of work
63. Cut and run
66. *Gingerbread creation
68. 60 mins., pl.

The solution to puzzle #0117 will 
run in the Feb. 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media

© StatePoint Media

Slovene National Benefit Society 
National Board Meeting

via conference call held Nov. 15, 2016
The meeting was called to order on a conference call by President 
Joseph C. EVANISH at 5 p.m. All National Board members were 
on the call with the exception of Sis. Justina Rigler and Bro. Frank 
Bregar, both absent with reason.
President EVANISH states the reason for the call: the SNPJ Rec-
reation Center Committee wishes to appeal to the board regarding 
the trailer court rent and payment schedule decisions. There are 
two recommendations from the committee:
 1. Spread the trailer court rent increase over three years as 
  opposed to two years.
 2. Adjust the rent payment schedule to be one-half of the amount
  due by April 1 and the remainder due by June 1.
President EVANISH advised the National Board about the meet-
ing held with the Recreation Center Committee and trailer court 
residents on Oct. 22, 2016. He stated that there were approximately 
18 individuals from the trailer court at the meeting and there were 
an additional six letters received regarding the same topic.
President EVANISH stated that if this comes to a vote, we will 
have two separate votes: one on each of the recommendations.
A discussion is held regarding the recommendations, current 
financial condition, surplus, controls, and timing. Participating in the 
discussion were Sisters Phyllis M. WOOD and Karen A. PINTAR, 
and Brothers James L. CURL, Louis J. NOVAK, Richard HERVOL, 
Roger C. CLIFFORD, Vincent R. BASELJ, Robert J. LAWRENCE 
and Fredrick J. MLAKAR.
A motion is made by Bro. HERVOL, second by Bro. CLIFFORD, 
to adjust the rent payment schedule to be one-half of the amount 
due by April 1 and the remainder due by June 1 for 2017.
A roll call vote is taken as follows:
 Joseph C. Evanish .........Yes
 Karen A. Pintar ...............Yes
 Robert J. Lawrence ........Yes
 Roger C. Clifford ............Yes
 Kenneth Anderson .........Yes
 Richard Hervol ...............Yes
 Phyllis M. Wood .............. No
 Vincent R. Baselj ............Yes
 Louis J. Novak ................ No
 Stan J. Repos ................Yes
 James L. Curl .................Yes
 Linda Gorjup ................... No
 Tracey L. Anderson ........Yes
 Fredrick J. Mlakar ..........Yes
Motion approved by a vote of 11 “yes” to 3 “no.”
There is no action taken on the other recommendation and no 
further business can be discussed. A motion is made to adjourn at 
5:33 p.m. by Sis. WOOD, second by Bro. Kenneth ANDERSON. 
Motion approved and meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

KAREN A. PINTAR, FLMI, CCP, AIAA
National Secretary/COO

by TONI THOMEY
Lodge 576 Recording Secretary

CLEVELAND — Hello to all 
Lodge 576 Spartan members! I 
hope all of you had a very happy 
and healthy holiday season.

To start off 2017, we will 
be holding our post-holiday 
party on Monday, Jan. 9, at 
Waterloo Hall. Cocktails will 
start at 5:30 p.m., followed by 
a catered dinner. Please bring a 
dessert to share. For those who 
wish to participate, we’ll also 

be having a $10 gift exchange. 
If you haven’t already done so, 
please let Lou Novak know you 
are coming by calling (440) 
461-6476.

Thank you to everyone who 
attended our annual casino bus 
trip to Presque Isle Downs Ca-
sino in November 2016. We had 
some really lucky winners with 
us that day! A special thank 
you to our hosts at Grand River 
Cellars Winery. They always 
make us feel so welcome.

Our 2017 casino bus trip is 
planned for Saturday, Nov. 19. 
We will once again be traveling 
to Presque Isle Downs Casino 
with a final stop at Grand River 
Cellars Winery. Seats go fast 
for this great annual event so 
reserve your spot on the bus 
today by calling Lou Novak 
at (440) 461-6476.

Our election of officers 
for 2017 was held during our 
November meeting. We are 
pleased to announce the fol-

lowing slate: President Karen 
Novak, Vice President Patty 
Candela, Secretary/Treasurer 
Lou Novak and Recording 
Secretary Toni Thomey. Our 
auditors are Louie Novak (head 
auditor), Patty Candela and 
Charles Thomey.

The next Spartans Lodge 
576 meeting will be held after 
our holiday party on Monday, 
Jan. 9, at Waterloo Hall. 

Wishing you all a happy 
New Year!

Spartans hope for a winning repeat on 2017 trip

SNPJ Scholarship Fund Donations
for the months of September-November 2016
Federation of California Lodges ................... $440
 Donations & proceeds from Vinska Trgatev

SNPJ Lodge 689, Helper, Utah .....................$150
 In memory of Grant Babcock

Jacob Chesnic (723), South Bend, Ind. .........$100
 In memory of his grandson, Jake Chesnic

Ruth Roberts (190), Birmingham, Mich. ........$100

Gail B. Nolan, South Bend, Ind. ..................... $50
 In memory of Jake Chesnic

SNPJ Lodge 358, West Point, Ohio ............... $50
 In memory of Tom & Emily Mercina
SNPJ Lodge 89, Midway, Pa. ......................... $25
 In memory of Theresa Colpo
SNPJ Lodge 89, Midway, Pa. ......................... $25
 In memory of Virginia Maslyk
Mary (Betty) Morris & son Dennis (138),
Valrico, Fla. ..................................................... $20
Mary (Betty) Morris & son Dennis (138),
Valrico, Fla. ..................................................... $20
 In memory of Tressa Martincic

Mary (Betty) Morris & son Dennis (138),
Valrico, Fla. ..................................................... $20
 In memory of Tony Bole

Mary (Betty) Morris & son Dennis (138),
Valrico, Fla. ..................................................... $20
 In memory of Joe & Bea Cvetas

Dave Midofer & family, Brandon, Fla. ............. $20
 In memory of Tressa Martincic

SNPJ Lodge 265, Southview, Pa. ....................$10
 In memory of Daniel Golinski

Make check or money
order payable to:

(412) 580-0236  •  dicktadydto@verizon.net

Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame

Richard Allen Michael Tady

with more great American-Slovenian
polka & waltz hits – button box style!

Richard A. Tady
152 Cambridge Dr.
Harwick, PA 15049

CDs are $19 each
(Price includes postage & handling.)

2016 Recording of the Year and
New Original Song of the Year

“He’s Back”

by KEVIN RICHARDS 
SNPJ Fraternal Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — Seniors, 
how would you like to spend a week at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center renewing 
friendships and fraternal camaraderie? 
That’s exactly what Senior Week is all 
about! Enjoy balina and bean bag toss 
tournaments, field trips, arts and crafts, 
and special entertainment with your fellow 
members this summer from Sunday, Aug. 
20, through Friday, Aug. 25.

To simplify the rates for 2017, we’ve 
broken the cost of Senior Week into two 
fees: a per-person registration fee and a 

cabin fee. Please note that all taxes are 
included.

The registration fee for SNPJ members 
is $155 per person. The non-member fee 
is $230 per person. 

The cabin fee will be determined by 
the cabin in which you stay, and will 
remain the same whether it sleeps one 
person or six people. A two-bedroom 
upper cabin (cabins #3-#24) is $250, a 
two-bedroom lower cabin is $200, and a 
one bedroom lower cabin is $100. For the 
newly-renovated cabins #1 and #2, the fee 
is $450. Of course, if you plan to stay in 
your RV in the SNPJ Trailer Court, there 

is no cabin fee.
To reserve your place at this year’s 

Senior Week, simply download a registra-
tion form from our website, www.snpj.org. 
Mail your completed form, along with the 
appropriate registration and cabin fees, to 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, 270 Martin 
Road, Enon Valley, PA 16120. Completed 
forms and fees must be received by July 1. 
You can also phone the Recreation Center 
at 1-877-767-5732 to secure your reserva-
tion with a credit card.

Mark your calendar today and join us 
this summer at the SNPJ Recreation Center 
for our annual Senior Week. 

Don’t miss the fun of SNPJ Senior Week this year

by JEAN KOCI
Lodge 786 Secretary/Treasurer

ORANGE COUNTY, Calif. 
— SNPJ families and friends 
attended the Lodge 786 meeting 
and Christmas party held Dec. 4 
at Laguna Woods. Many thanks 
to our gracious hostess, Rosemary 
Mlakar, who made it possible. 
Thanks as well to Don Milek for 
the great holiday music! 

From what I heard, little 
Evander Lawson took the mic and 
sang a solo in a most professional 
way. Evander, who celebrated his 
fifth birthday in mid-December, 
has been singing at family gather-
ings for several years, so I wasn’t 
really surprised that he was willing 
to take the mic when it was offered.  

I wish I’d been at the party to see 
all the kids with Santa, who once 
again arrived with a sack of toys 
specially selected for each child. 
From what I hear, there were some 
very happy children enjoying the 
festivities. Thank you, dear Santa, 
for the joy you bring to our parties 

year after year.  
The meeting that was held 

before the party started was a 
successful one that brought in a 
few new volunteers who have of-
fered to help in various capacities. 
I truly appreciate the help from my 
family and Fred and Rosemary, 
who took charge of the kitchen 
and attendance paperwork with 
Laguna Woods, as well as the help 
of Cathy Udovch, who offered to 
assist with special events to take 
some of the pressure off of me.  

Christie Udovch Gottdank 
took over as Youth Circle director 
in Teresa’s place since she is the 
mother of two active youngsters. 
That usually works well in that 
position; the moms gear activities 
toward what they know their kids 
enjoy. In another small change, 
Lina Kerwick will take over as 
sergeant-at-arms.

We wish you all a happy New 
Year 2017. Thanks to everyone 
for your participation and support 
throughout 2016!

Holiday greetings from Orange Coast Lodge 786

The annual Christmas party is always a blast for the 
youngest members of Orange Coast Lodge 786.
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SLOVENIAN RESEARCH 
CENTER OF AMERICA

29227 Eddy Rd., Willoughby Hills, OH 44092,
which gave you such magnificent books as

SLOVENIAN HERITAGE and 
SLOVENIAN LANGUAGE MANUALS,

now proudly presents over 100

SLOVENIAN AMERICAN 
INVENTORS AND INNOVATORS,

the 17th book by Prof. Edward Gobetz, SNPJ #142.

The hardcover 408-page book, with numerous 
photos in color, has been hailed as a splendid, 

monumental accomplishment, as it shows how 
much Slovenians have contributed to the 

progress of America and the world, from the 
first pocket calculator to Boeing 747 planes 
that forever changed long distance travel.

Checks for $50 made payable to 
Slovenian Research Center just barely cover 

the high printing costs per book and postage. 
Order this highly acclaimed book for yourself 

and, if you can, as gifts of lasting value for 
relatives, friends or libraries.

The author abdicated any and all royalties to facilitate the book’s publication.

CHICAGO — Sis. Rose 
Bergles, a member of 
Pioneer Lodge 559 in Chicago, recently outlived her SNPJ 
life insurance policy.

Sis. Bergles was born in Wausakee, Wis., on Oct. 1, 
1920. Her mother and father emigrated from Slovenia to 
Wausakee, where they bought a farm and raised their eight 
children. Rose is one of three surviving siblings. Her sister 
still owns the farm.

Sis. Bergles moved to Chicago and worked a few jobs 
before working for Western Electric for over 30 years. 
She is a rabid Cubs fan and stays active in her senior 
community.

On behalf of the members of Lodge 559 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we extend best wishes to Sis. 
Bergles for continued health and happiness.

Longtime
fan thrilled 
over Cubs 
season

Sis. ROSE BERGLES (559)

Outlived Members
best wishes to our

Badger Jabber
by BOB SMOLE

Lodge 584

MILWAUKEE — The members of 
Badger Lodge 584 continued to mourn 
as 2016 came to an end. It is with deep 
sorrow that we report the passing of 
Sis. Sophie Bevsek of West Allis, 
Wis.; Sis. Annette Watkins of Long-
wood, Fla.; Sis. Mary Pribanich of 
New Berlin, Wis.; Sis. Bertha Stone of 
Eveleth, Minn.; Sis. Mary Miklavcic 
of Brookfield, Wis.; Sis. Joyce Chos 
of Duluth, Minn.; Bro. James Beinlich 
of Northbrook, Ill.; and Bro. Freddie 
Tegel of Waukegan, Ill. On behalf of 
the members of Badger Lodge 584, 
we extend our sympathy to each of 
the families of our dearly departed 
Brothers and Sisters.  

Sis. Sophie (Tevz) Bevsek was 96 
years old at the time of her passing. 
She was a very active SNPJ member 
in the Milwaukee area Slovenian com-
munity for most of her life. She was a 
longtime member and past officer of 
the former Lily Lodge 764 prior to its 
merger with Badger Lodge 584. So-
phie was also a member of Slovenian 
Women’s Union #43, the Slovenian 
Retirees Club and Sloga Lodge #1994.  
In lieu of flowers, memorials sent to 
the UWM Slovenian Arts Program 
are appreciated.

Sis. Bevsek was the beloved wife 
of the late Frank M. Bevsek; dear 
mother of Frank J. (Sue Ann) Bevsek 
and Dolores (Allen) Larsen; loving 
grandmother of David and Frank S. 
(Margaret) Bevsek, Alexander (Karla) 
Larsen, Nicole Kuepper, and Alana 
Dresden; proud great-grandmother 
of Amanda and Alex, Giuseppe, 
Alexana, Frank D., Geneva, David, 
Lane, Maria, Zala, and Charles; and 
sister-in-law of Frances (William) 
Ambrosh and Jean Pouros. She is 
also survived by nieces, nephews, 
other relatives and many great friends.   

We extend our deepest sympa-
thies to the Bevsek family as we bid 
“adio” to Sophie. Although she will 
be absent, she will not be forgotten. 
Farewell, Sis. Bevsek; farewell.

The 2017 Tony Verbick Memorial 
Fraternal Bowling Tournament is 
coming up very soon. Bowling will 
take place Saturday, Jan. 21, starting 
at 11 a.m. at Lucky Lanes, 51st and 
Howard Ave. Please arrive 15 minutes 
early for check-in.

The four Slovenian fraternal or-
ganizations represented at this event 
are SNPJ, Sloga, KSKJ and CFU. 
Five-person teams must be made 
up of members from one of the four 
fraternal organizations mentioned, 
with the exception of two non-member 
bowlers.

The $85 team entry fee must be 
enclosed with your entry form. The 

deadline for entries is Jan. 9. Please 
contact Sis. Mary Donovan at (414) 
405-0532 for entry forms and addi-
tional information. 

This is always an enjoyable time 
spent with fellow members and good 
friends on the planks during a day 
filled with camaraderie as we tip a 
few for good fellowship. Come on 
out and enjoy!

The Badger Lodge 584 regular 
monthly meeting was held Dec. 8, 
2016, in the Mary Queen of Heaven 
gym and was combined with our 
annual Christmas party. A potluck 
dinner was served at 6 p.m., prior to 
the meeting which followed at 7. 

The reading of the minutes, secre-
tary/treasurer’s report and all official 
communications were presented, 
approved and placed on file. A mo-
ment of silence was observed for our 
deceased members, as named earlier 
in this article. 

It was moved, seconded and ap-
proved that our meeting site, the Mary 
Queen of Heaven gym, remain the 
same in 2017, as were the meeting 
date and time – the second Thursday 
of each month starting at 7 p.m. The 
Lodge officers’ salaries will remain 
the same as well.

Our election of officers was next 
in the order of business. Elected and 
accepting their term in office for 
2017 were President Tim Donovan, 
Vice President Don Lesar, Secretary/

Treasurer Jeff Mlaker, Recording Sec-
retary Mary Donovan and Sergeant-
at-Arms Bob Smole.

There were two motions to revise 
the Lodge by-laws. The first was  to 
eliminate the Lodge assessment. It 
seems that many members were not 
paying their assessment and it would 
be too costly to recover the $3.60 
assessment per adult member. It was 
motioned, seconded and carried that 
this assessment be dropped. There-
fore, adult members will no longer 
be assessed $3.60 per year for local 
Lodge dues.

The second revision involved the 
monthly Lodge attendance awards. 
In the past, the Lodge would draw 
two $10 monthly attendance awards. 
A motion was made, seconded and 
passed that the attendance drawing be 
limited to one $10 award per month. 
Holding two drawings – a practice 
that has been in effect since 2009 – 
was an effort to increase attendance 
at our Lodge meetings. However, it 
has not helped.

With no further official business at 
hand, Sergeant-at-Arms Bob Alpner 
conducted drawings for two Christ-
mas gift cards from the Lodge. These 
were won by Brothers Tim Donovan 
and Tom Gehm. The attendance 
awards were won by Brothers Rudy 
Papa and Bob Smole. An extra prize 
donated by Bro. Tom and Sis. Jan 
Gehm was won by Bro. Jeff Mlaker.  

Prior to adjournment, the birthday 
song was performed for Sis. Mary 
Donovan, Bro. Tim Donovan, Bro. 
Don Lesar and Sis. Jan Gehm.

After the meeting was adjourned, 
we continued to enjoy the wonderful 
array of festive food that was prepared 
for the potluck dinner held prior to 
the meeting. Sis. Michele Melton and 
Bro. Bailey Phalen prepared most of 
the main courses that were left from 
the Badger Lodge youth Christmas 
party held Dec. 3. Many thanks to 
Sis. Mary Donovan, who has been 
handling the youth Christmas party 
for many years. Unfortunately, for 
some reason this year’s party was 
very sparsely attended.

Prior to re-visiting the table of deli-
cious food, Bro. Bob Alpner handled 
the gift exchange. Those who brought 
a gift received a gift. Seconds at the 
food table were enjoyed as the visiting 
continued. It was another wonderful 
time of eating, a little drinking and, 
most of all, visiting with fellow Lodge 
and Society members.

The first Badger Lodge 584 regular 
meeting of 2017 will take place on 
the second Thursday in January, Jan. 
12, beginning at 7 p.m. in the Mary 
Queen of Heaven gym, 2360 S. 106th 
St., West Allis. See you there.

To all of my SNPJ friends, fellow 
PROSVETA scribes and acquain-
tances, I wish you a happy and healthy 
New Year.

by LINDA GORJUP
Lodge 158 Secretary

EUCLID, Ohio — Loyalites 
Lodge 158 held its final meet-
ing of the year on Dec. 8, 
2016, at Recher Hall. The 
meeting consisted of our 
regular monthly meeting and 
our annual meeting to elect 
officers. I’m happy to report 
that our new officers are Presi-
dent Pat Nevar; Vice Presi-
dent Don Srnick; Secretary 
Gary Smrdel; Treasurer Gina 
Volpe; Recording Secretary 
Jan Smrdel; Sergeant-at-Arms 
Eileen Markusic; Sami Volpe, 
publicity; and auditors Colleen 
Frank Sr., Terri Halaburda and 
Elizabeth Smrdel.  Congratula-
tions to our 2017 officers!

After several years as Lodge 
secretary, I’ve decided to step 
aside to pursue other avenues. 
I’m sure that Gary Smrdel will 
aptly handle the position well.  
We also selected members to 
serve on the Cleveland Fed-
eration, Cleveland Athletic 

League (CAL) and the SNPJ 
Farm Board. We also selected 
members to attend the various 
hall annual meetings.

The group discussed the 
Dec. 3 bus trip to Castle Noel 
in Medina, Ohio; Smuckers 
Jelly in Orville, Ohio; and the 
Barn Restaurant in Smithville, 
Ohio. The group thoroughly 
enjoyed the day.  

Loyalites began the 2016 
year with their first-ever chili 
cook-off in March. We had 12 
chefs who supplied some great 
chili. In April, the Loyalites 
co-hosted the SLO-ISH Bowl-
ing Tournament. Eighty adults 
rolled some great games, with 
Billy Jr. and Colleen Frank Jr. 
winning the tournament.

In June, Pat Nevar and 
Eileen Markusic brought up 
a great idea for a community 
service project: collecting plas-
tic caps. They passed this info 
all around SNPJland and we’ve 
collected many pounds of caps 
so far. When our total reaches 

400 pounds, the caps will be 
turned in and recycled into a 
bench, which will be donated 
to the Farm. Our collection 
will continue this year as well.

Our picnic was held July 19. 
Lodge member Bobby Kravos 
entertained the dancers, and 
the kitchen sold out of every-
thing. We honored all of our 
50-, 60- and 70-year members 
at the picnic with free admis-
sion and refreshment tickets.

On Oct. 9, several Lodge 
members donated their time 
at Hiram House for their 
Pumpkin Festival. Thanks to 
all who helped.

We’re happy to report that 
Elizabeth Smrdel is now a bas-
ketball cheerleader at Baldwin-
Wallace. Recently celebrating 
birthdays were members Gina 
Volpe, who turned 56 on Oct. 
6, and Colleen Frank Sr., who 
turned 60 on Nov. 28. Fred 
Martin celebrated his birthday 
on Dec. 3 and David Srnovrsnik 
celebrated Dec. 31.

The Slovenian Men’s Club 
annual Reverse Raffle will be 
held on Jan. 28. Dan Minello 
is looking forward to retiring 
in February.

On Dec. 2, the Loyalites 
lost longtime member John 
Vasilko, who was always 
involved with the Lodge. If 
you ever needed help, John 
was your man, and he cooked 
the best sloppy joes. He just 
celebrated his 50-year SNPJ 
membership anniversary this 
year. Our condolences are 
extended to his wife, Nancy 
Vasilko, and his sister, Eileen 
Markusic.  

Finally, I’d like to wish 
everyone a healthy and happy 
New Year. This will be my last 
article for Lodge 158. Look for 
future articles from our new 
publicity person, Sami Volpe.

The next Loyalites Lodge 
meeting will be held Thursday, 
Jan. 12, in the Recher Hall 
upper bar annex beginning at 
7 p.m. Hope to see you there!

Loyalites welcome new officers to the 2017 slate

by TINA RIGLER
Lodge 449 Secretary/Treasurer

CICERO, Ill. — Cicero Neighbors 
Lodge 449 members met Sept. 18, 
2016. Secretary Tina Rigler read all 
correspondence and gave the financial 
report. The officers and young adult 
members gave reports regarding sum-
mer activities, which included the 
Young Adult Conference held in June 
(attended by Robert Rigler, Meredith 
Maresh, Lucas Stimach, Shane Miller 
and Lanie Maresh), Slovenefest in July, 
the Slovenian Catholic Center picnic and 
the Chicago District Federation dinner 
dance held in August. It was a busy 
summer with many of our members, 
young adults and youth participating in 
these events.

Congratulations to member Meredith 
Maresh, who was selected co-Miss Tal-
ent 2017 along with Elizabeth Hartman 
(138), who was selected as Miss SNPJ 
2017 during the 2016 Miss SNPJ Pageant.

On Aug. 21, Lodge members attended 
the Chicago Federation dinner dance. 
We were happy to have Miss SNPJ and 
co-Miss Talent Elizabeth Hartman in 
attendance, along with co-Miss Tal-
ent Meredith Maresh. Both Elizabeth 
and Meredith performed their talents 
which were well received by everyone 
in attendance.    

At the September Lodge meeting, 
members brought various bingo items 
that were donated to the residents at the 
Alvernia Manor Senior Home.  

Cicero Neighbors held its annual 
meeting Nov. 20. Secretary Tina Rigler 
read all communications received from 
the Home Office and gave a financial 
report.  An annual audit will be scheduled 
prior to the next meeting.  

Members approved that youth mem-
bers attending the Chicago District Fed-
eration Christmas party would receive 
$5 from the Lodge.  There were 10 youth 
members in attendance at the Christmas 
party, which was held Dec. 3, all of whom 
participated in the talent program.    

As a notice to all members, Lodge 

449 will be meeting four times in 2017. 
The meetings scheduled in 2017 will be 
held beginning at 2 p.m. at the home of 
Secretary Rigler, 1116 Berkley Ln. in 
Lemont, on the following dates: March 
19 (we will be playing card bingo after 
the meeting; please bring a $1 gift); June 
18 (held at the Father’s Day picnic at St. 
Mary’s in Lemont); Sept. 17; and Nov. 19.

Election of officers was held with 
the following officers being elected: 
President Vince Rigler, Vice President 
Meredith Maresh, Recording Secretary 
Edward Dabrowski, Secretary/Treasurer 
Tina Rigler, Sergeant-at-Arms Elinore 
Laben, and auditors Justin Rigler, Elena 
Maresh and Robert Rigler. Lodge 449 
representatives to the Chicago District 
Federation include delegates Edward 
Dabrowski, Tina Rigler and Vince 
Rigler, and alternates Jan Maresh, Mer-
edith Maresh and Sue Rus. 

Lodge members decided on their four 
activities for 2017 which will be held on 
the same day as the regularly scheduled 
meetings. All members enjoyed the 
holiday luncheon following the meeting.  

Lodge 449 members also partici-
pated in this year’s Christmas Around 
the World program held Nov. 27 at the 
Museum of Science and Industry. A short 
program and musical performance was 
held featuring the Slovenian community. 
A Slovenian tree was featured among 
the other national trees at the museum.

On Dec. 2, Lodge members Edward 
Dabrowski, Tina Rigler and Meredith 
Maresh attended the Cook County In-
ternational Christmas celebration hosted 
by Cook County Treasurer Maria Pap-
pas that featured decorated trees from 
various countries, including Slovenia.  

I wish all members a healthy New 
Year, and I look forward to seeing more 
of our members at our next meeting 
which will be held Sunday, March 19, 
(don’t forget your $1 gift to play card 
bingo!) starting at 2 p.m. at the Rigler 
home, 1116 Berkley Ln. in Lemont. 
Please call (630) 257-5051 if you need 
directions.

Annual meeting heralds a new year at Lodge 449

[Above] Lodge 449 members MEREDITH 
MARESH and EDWARD DABROWSKI at 
the Cook County International Christmas 
celebration. [Below] While visiting the Museum 
of Science and Industry in Chicago, Lodge 449 
members posed in front of the Slovenian tree.

In September, Lodge 449 collected bingo 
items to donate to Alvernia Manor.



6 PROSVETA
January 2, 2017 www.snpj.org • prosveta@snpj.com

PROSVETA 2017 Publication Dates

Publication dates are highlighted in black boxes; deadline dates are circled. The deadline for submissions is noon 
on the third Wednesday of each month, unless otherwise noted above or on the front page. Submissions may be 
mailed to PROSVETA at 247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126; faxed to (724) 695-1555; e-mailed to 
prosveta@snpj.com; or submitted via the Publications section of the SNPJ website, www.snpj.org.

MAY 2017
  1 2 3 4 5 6
 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
 28 29 30 31

JUNE 2017
     1 2 3
 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
 25 26 27 28 29 30

JULY 2017
       1
 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
 30 31

AUGUST 2017
   1 2 3 4 5
 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
 27 28 29 30 31

SEPTEMBER 2017
      1 2
 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

OCTOBER 2017
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
 29 30 31

NOvEMBER 2017
    1 2 3 4
 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
 26 27 28 29 30

DECEMBER 2017
      1 2
 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
 31

JANUARY 2017
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
 29 30 31

FEBRUARY 2017
    1 2 3 4
 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
 26 27 28

MARCH 2017
    1 2 3 4
 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
 26 27 28 29 30 31

APRIL 2017
       1
 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30

SNPJ fraternal sympathies

SNPJ Crossword
THE HOLIDAYS (#1216) solution

DEATHS REPORTED
For the month of September 2016
   DATE OF
LODGE NAME DEATh CITY-STATE
 A01 Andrew J. Fohr 08-03-2016 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 2 Louis I. Resetich 07-10-2016 Moline, Ill.
 6 Kaete G. Dalke 08-10-2016 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 6 Donald J. Macek 07-26-2016 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 6 Wilda A. Yakish 08-08-2016 Rochester, N.Y.
 6 Donald E. Knoll 08-25-2016 Chicora, Pa.
 8 Romaine Possedi 08-23-2016 Las Vegas, Nev.
 8 Gary S. Krol 07-31-2016 Plainfield, Ill.
 34 Jennie D. Hartman 05-17-2016 N. Royalton, Ohio
 87 Catherine Gradisek 08-02-2016 Louisville, Ken.
 87 Lillian Figiel 08-02-2016 West Newton, Pa.
 87 Walter Smodic 05-29-2016 McClellandtown, Pa.
 87 Mark J. Wojton 07-04-2016 Pitcairn, Pa.
 106 Lewis E. Finnerty 03-26-2016 Binghamton, N.Y.
 106 Linda Golinski 07-20-2016 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 106 Nancy Mae Cox 08-30-2016 McMurray, Pa.
 138 Patricia A. Watters 08-06-2016 Spring Hill, Fla.
 158 Evelyn Schabel 08-21-2016 Willowick, Ohio
 158 Frank J. Petrich 04-06-2016 Cleveland, Ohio
 158 Douglas L. Kapel 09-02-2016 Fairport Harbor, Ohio
 207 Urban G. Kershul 06-06-2016 Seaside, Ore.
 207 Richard D. Lovell 07-30-2016 Billings, Mont.
 218 Dale Byron Hays 06-28-2016 Las Animas, Colo.
 254 Rose Klinar 09-08-2016 Johnstown, Pa.
 518 Martin Zbasnik 09-06-2016 Dearborn, Mich.
 559 Gloria L. Konsack 08-18-2016 Plainfield, Ill.
 566 Margaret Brueggeman 07-19-2016 Brecksville, Ohio
 584 Helen M. Lekatz 06-07-2016 Buhl, Minn.
 584 Edward Platner 08-26-2016 Eveleth, Minn.
 715 Edward D. Schrello 09-03-2016 Delmont, Pa.
 715 Norma R. Hady 08-31-2016 Englewood, Fla.
 715 Leon P. Farrell 09-11-2016 Enola, Pa.
 723 Josephine Case 02-02-2015 Rock Springs, Wyo.
 749 Fred B. Rogel 07-19-2016 Cape Town, South Africa
 749 Christine Kopler 09-05-2016 Johnstown, Pa.
 771 Nick R. Candiello 08-18-2016 Struthers, Ohio
 776 Steven A. DeAugustine 08-04-2016 New Castle, Pa.
 781 Johanna J. Pogacar 05-15-2016 Wickliffe, Ohio
 782 Anne Szymanski 08-01-2016 Gowanda, N.Y.
 782 Alice M. Durci 09-12-2016 Sarver, Pa.

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary

sis. caNdace a. Briski
• Lodge 371 •

CLE ELUM, Wash. — The 
members of Lodge 371 sadly 
announce Sept. 5, 2016, pass-
ing of Sis. Candace A. Briski, 
63. She was a 45-year member 

of SNPJ Lodge 371.
Sis. Briski was born Dec. 15, 

1952, in Ellensburg, Wash., to 
Angie Mrak Briski and the late 
Marko Briski. She graduated 
from Cle Elum High School 
in 1970 and Central Washing-
ton University in 1974 with a 

degree in psychology.
She spent her career as a 

juvenile officer in multiple cit-
ies. She retired in 2005, after 30 
years with the State of Wash-
ington Department of Social 
and Health Services. She was a 
part time case worker for Child 
Protective Health Services at 
the time of her passing.

Candace brought a great 
deal of light into the world and 
touched many lives, including 
those of her clients, family and 
friends. She will be missed by 
so many for her thoughtfulness, 
compassion and friendship. 

Surviving are mother Angie 
Briski, who was just recog-
nized as a 70-year SNPJ mem-
ber; siblings Cheryl (Greg) 
Maras and Mark (Roxanne) 
Briski; nephew Carson Briski; 
nieces Jessica (Derek) Berry 
and Marcie (Chad) Stevens; 
great-nieces Payson and Had-
ley Berry; and great-nephews 
Reed and Easton Stevens.

A celebration of life was 
held for Sis. Briski at the 
Ronald Community Hall Sept. 
17, 2016.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 371 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Briski’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

sis. Bertha a. Vlcek
• Lodge 1 •

CHICAGO — The Vlcek 
family and the members of 
Lodge 1 sadly announce the 
Oct. 11, 2016, passing of Sis. 
Bertha A. (Potokar) Vlcek, 91, 
of LaGrange Park, Ill.

Sis. Vlcek was born Feb. 
25, 1925, in Chicago to John 
and Agnes Potokar. She 
graduated from Farragut High 
School and was employed as 
an office manager by Pruden-
tial Insurance Company for 

eight years when she retired 
to become a homemaker and 
mother.

In 1948 Bertha married 
Frank L. Vlcek, an award-
winning automobile salesman 
for a Lincoln-Mercury dealer 
in Westmont, Ill. She enjoyed 
working on word puzzles, 
collecting recipes and writing 
letters during her married life 
to her devoted husband of 58 
years, who passed away in 
October 2006.

In addition to her parents 
and husband, preceding Sis. 
Vlcek in death are two sib-
lings, John and Alice Potokar. 
Surviving are her children, 
William (Diane) Vlcek, Denise 
(Richard) Messenger, Martin 
(Jeanette) Vlcek and Virginia 
(James) Judd; grandchildren 
Amanda Vlcek, Alexander 
Thessen, Kimberly (Charles) 
Salada, Lee Vlcek, Maia 
and Noah Judd; and several 
nephews.

Interment took place at 
Woodlawn Cemetery, Forest 
Park, Ill.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 1 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sincere sympathy 
to Sis. Vlcek’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

sis. elizaBeth kotchar
• Lodge 729 •

YUKON, Pa. — The Kotchar 
family and the members of 
Lodge 729 sadly announce 
the Nov. 1, 2016, passing of 
Sis. Elizabeth J. “Aunt Betty” 
Kotchar, 95, of Old Forge, N.Y., 
formerly of Rochester, in Sun-
set Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Center, Boonville, N.Y.

Sis. Kotchar was born on 
Aug. 23, 1921, in Marianna, 
Pa., to Frank and Mary (Ze-
dar) Kotchar. She graduated 
from West Bethlehem High 

School and moved to the 
Rochester area in the 1950s. 
There she began her career at 
the former Stromberg Carlson 
(S-C), a telecommunications 
equipment and electronics 
man ufacturing company. Sis. 
Kotchar retired from S-C 
in the 1990s, having held a 
supervisory position there for 
several years. She re mained 
in the Rochester area until 
2005, when she relocated to 
Old Forge.

Elizabeth loved to travel, 
and was especially fond of her 
many Caribbean cruises during 
which she visited island after 
island. Closer to home, she 
looked forward to the many 
senior trips that she took with 
her friends. Elizabeth enjoyed 
cooking, baking and watch-
ing the many hummingbirds 
around her home.

Survivors include two neph-
ews and their families, Phil 
(Sue) Freese and Jim (Paula) 
Menego; a niece and her 
family, Lori Menego; and a 
very special ca nine friend, 
Tassie. She was predeceased 
by a brother, Frank Kotchar; 
three sisters, Frances Dormo, 
Pauline Thomas and Rosalia 
Soloski; and a nephew, Mark 
Menego.

In accordance with Sis. 
Kotchar’s wishes, there was no 
service or visitation. Arrange-
ments were under the direc-
tion of the Dimbleby, Friedel, 
Williams & Edmunds Funeral 
Home, Old Forge.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 729 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Kotchar’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

sis. ViViaN yaklich
• Lodge 2 •

LA SALLE, Ill. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 2 sadly announce 
the Nov. 10, 2016, passing of 
Sis. Vivian Yaklich, 92, of La 
Salle, in St. Francis Medical 
Center, Peoria, Ill., surrounded 
by her family.

Sis. Yaklich was born April 
21, 1924, in Mankato, Minn., 
to Charles and Agnes (Cahill) 
Schwamberger. She gradu-
ated from St. Xavier School, 
Ottawa, and married Edward 
Yak lich on July 8, 1944, in 
Monroe, N.C.

In addition to her SNPJ 
Lodge 2 membership, Vivian 
was a member of St. Roch’s 
Church and St. Valentine’s 
Church. She worked as a le-
gal secretary for her brother, 
Leo Schwamberger, for many 
years, and worked in various 
retail stores in the Illinois 
Valley.

Sis. Yaklich loved her chil-
dren and adored her grandchil-
dren and great-grandchil dren. 
She loved attending as many 
of their activities as possible, 

including decades of numerous 
horse shows. Her love of fam-
ily and outlook as the eternal 
optimist inspired everyone 
who ever met her.

Vivian is survived by three 
daughters, Linda (Duane) 
Bokus, Marie (Gary) Urbanski 
and Debbie (Mike) Pyszka; 
one son, Gary (Julia) Yaklich; 
12 grandchildren, Gina (Brett) 
Burkiewicz, Timothy Bokus, 
Michael (Laura) Ur banski, 
Jason (Christa) Ur banski, Kelly 
(Rick) Spangler, Mike (Sarah) 
Pyszka, Nick (Lindsey) Pysz-
ka, Billy (Marianne) Pyszka, 
Megan (Tyler) San drock, Ni-
cole, Jon and Mark Yaklich; 
and 28 great- grandchildren.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband in 2007; 
three brothers; three sisters; a 
grandson, Scott; and a great-
grandson, Kyle.

A Funeral Mass for Sis. 
Yaklich was celebrated Nov. 
15, 2016, in St. Bede Abbey 
Church with Abbot Philip 
Davey, O.S.B., officiating. 
Burial followed in St. Vincent’s 
Cemetery, La Salle.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 2 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Sis. 
Yaklich’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. alBert c. ramous
• Lodge 6 •

SYGAN, Pa. — The members 
of Lodge 6 sadly announce the 
Nov. 18, 2016, passing of Bro. 
Albert C. “Babe” Ramous, 87, 
of Bridgeville, Pa.

Bro. Ramous was a veteran 
of the Korean War, serving 
proudly with the U.S. Army. 
He spent 27 years on the po-
lice force in Bridgeville. He 
excelled in soccer, football and 
basketball, but his true passion 
was for golf.

In addition to 69 years of 
SNPJ membership, Albert 
was a member of the Fraternal 
Order of Police and Hickory 
Heights Golf Club in South 
Fayette Twp., Pa.

He was the beloved husband 
of Shirley Mason Ramous, 
with whom he would have 
celebrated a 60th wedding an-
niversary in May. Surviving, in 
addition to his wife, are many 
loving nieces and nephews.

He was predeceased by 
three sisters, Polly Prostor, 
Margaret Gianni and Ann Lof-
fert; and four brothers, Jack, 
Edward, Frank and William 
Ramous.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Bro. Ra-
mous on Nov. 21 in Holy Child 
Parish, Bridgeville.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 6 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Ramous’ family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

 Friday, Feb. 17, 6:30 p.m.
 Saturday, Feb. 18, 9 a.m.
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MEN
Doubles & Singles Events

at Sygan Lodge 6 
540 Third Ave.

Bridgeville, PA 15017
Phone: (412) 221-9862
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Strabane, PA 15363
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All-Events
$5 per 
person

YES/NO

Highest 
Average
2015-16

Lodge
  No.

Doubles & Singles 
Entry fee $30 per person

Friday/Saturday Only

1.

2.

3.

4.

Highest
Average
2015-16

Lodge
No.

Four Person Team Event
Entry fee $60 per team

Sunday Only

Submit bowlers’ names by position in lineup

2017 SNPJ Winter Classic Bowling Tournament
February 17-19, 2017

Team name _____________________________________
Team captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

The entry fee for each event is $15 per bowler, $9.00 of which shall be used for prizes 
and $6.00 for bowling. An extra $5 is charged to all who desire to compete for 

handicap all-events prizes. The Slovene National Benefit Society adds $6 
per member to each prize fund except all-events.

Return form, along with fees of $15 per person, per event, to:
John Baselj

742 Mill St., Bridgeville, PA 15017
e-mail: baselj1@verizon.net

Make checks payable to SNPJ Lodge 6
ENTRY DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 3, 2017

The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament 
rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department, 

247 West Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126.

co-sponsored by SNPJ Lodge 6 and SNPJ Lodge 138 
and SNPJ Athletic Districts 1 and 2
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The cookbook compiled by the SNPJ 
Heritage Center is available for pur-
chase. For additional information, 
contact the SNPJ Recreation Center 
toll-free at 1-877-767-5732.

$20 each
plus $3 s/h for first 2 copies

For 3 or more books,
add $1 shipping for each copy.

Name _________________________________________

Address _______________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________

Phone __________________  Number of copies _______

Return this order form to:
SNPJ heritage Center • 270 Martin Road • Enon Valley, PA  16120

Cookbook for
the Ages

Make check or money order payable to SNPJ heritage Center.

Important figures to consider...
29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

1-800-843-7675

If your coverage is over 5 years old
contact SNPJ for a policy review.

!

• Receive $10 for each valid referral submitted.
• Every valid referral earns the recommender
 one chance in the Quarterly Drawing for an
 opportunity to win $100.
• Every valid referral also earns the recommender 

one chance in the Year-end Drawing for an
 opportunity to win $500 cash.

By submitting one valid referral,
you have the opportunity to earn

a total of $610 in cash prizes!

Recommender Benefits

The SNPJ Recommender Program provides an 
opportunity for adult members to encourage 
family, friends, children and acquaintances to join 
the Slovene National Benefit Society and take 
advantage of SNPJ’s competitive products and 
numerous fraternal benefits. Not only will you 
be helping a friend and strengthening our Society, 
you’ll also be receiving benefits yourself.

I would like to introduce
_________________________________________

for SNPJ membership
Please contact: __________________________________________
 (Parent or guardian if under age 18)

Address: _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________

Phone: (             ) _________________________________________

Indicate Preferred Agent ___________________________________
 (Optional)

My Name: ______________________________________________

My Lodge Number: _______________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________

Phone: (             ) _________________________________________

e-mail __________________________________________________

Each individual must be informed that an agent will contact him/her and the referral
must have some interest in SNPJ in order for the recommender to be considered valid.

Complete this coupon and return to
Slovene National Benefit Society

Att’n: Marketing Department
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA 15126

SNPJ Recommender Program

(Part 2 of a three-part series)

by EDWARD GOBETZ, Ph.D.
Lodge 142

When former President Richard 
Nixon visited China in 1972, 
his party took along the first 

pocket calculator, the HP-35, as a “prime 
example of advanced American technol-
ogy.” The calculator was developed under 
the direction of lead inventor Dr. France 
Rode, an immigrant from Slovenia. 

As a follow-up to that brief introduc-
tion, we’ll open this column with a ques-
tion: “How have Slovenian Americans 
contributed to America and the world 
in terms of innovation and invention?” 

Numerous Slovenian Americans have 
also made their mark outside the transpor-
tation industries. Dr. Saša Bajt, a brilliant 
female Slovenian physicist and astro-
physicist, is an internationally-recognized 
authority on multilayer and X-ray optics. 
John Klobuchar, an electrical engineer, 
is a leading atmospheric scientist and 
expert on the effects of the ionosphere on 
satellite navigation signals. He developed 
a successful ionospheric delay model for 
GPS, known as the Klobuchar Model, 
and in 2003 was selected ION/Institute 
of Navigation Fellow “for more than 25 
years of continuing contributions to sat-
ellite navigation.” Gene Nemanich, who 
had a shining career in hydrogen research 
and utilization, served as chairman of 
the board of directors for the National 
Hydrogen Association. Dr. Max Gore-
nsek has also distinguished himself as 
a researcher, educator and editor in this 
rapidly developing field.  

Both Dr. Zvonko Fazarinc, who was 
also a respected professor at Stanford 
University, and Dr. France Rode left an 
indelible mark as leaders, researchers and 
inventors on the Hewlett-Packard Cor-
poration, as well as on the development 
and improvement of Global Positioning 
Systems (GPS). Dr. Dan Siewiorek, the 
son of Slovenian mother and Polish father, 
is an internationally acclaimed inventor 
and an authority on computer architec-
ture. His books have been translated into 
Russian and Chinese. 

Dr. Stephen Malaker is one of the 
greatest names in cryogenics and is the 
recipient of three IR-100 Awards for 
having developed  “one of the first 100 
most significant new technical products 
of the year” – not once, but three times. 
Dr. Robert Pucel is a leading theorist and 
inventor of microwave technology and 
was the recipient of 2004 Microwave 
Pioneer Award. 

Dr. Miloš Krofta, a post-WWII 
refugee from Slovenia, was featured in 
George Gilder’s book “The Spirit of En-
terprise” (1984), being described in one 
of its eight chapters as an “outstanding 
hero of economic innovation.” Krofta’s 
3,250 water-treatment installations are 
used in 77 countries. Along those same 
lines, Verna Grahek Mize was hailed 
on national television, in National Geo-
graphic Magazine and in other media as 
“the First Lady of Lake Superior” who 
“single-mindedly led the fight to rescue 
Lake Superior from the ravages of taco-
nite tailing degradation. ...She saved the 
Great Lakes for us and posterity.”

Martin Zugel invented cyclo-index 
arc-wheel intermittent motion devices, 
which speed production times in the 
United States and Canada. His brother, 
Victor, was the inventor of the fastest 
bookbinding machines. Others leaders in 
the manufacturing fields include Martin 
Hozjan, who developed the Tensor press-
es that print newspaper and magazines 
in 46 countries; and Paul Kosir, whose 
PAKO factories manufacture precision 
airplane and helicopter parts for the 
American and global markets.  

Dr. Paul Debevec leads the Graphics 
Laboratory at the University of Southern 
California, where he has pioneered tech-
niques for illuminating computer-gener-
ated objects that have become standard 
visual effects production in films such as 
“The Matrix,” “Terminator,” “Avatar,” 
and the Academy Award-winning “Spi-
der Man 2.” In 2002, MIT Technology 
Review magazine named him “one of 
the world’s top 100 young innovators.” 

Dr. Erwin Horiak achieved reputation 
as a top designer and expert on diesel 
engines for race cars, buses and trucks, 
and for U.S. landing craft which proved 
so important for America during the 
Second World War. Dr. Frank Zvanut, a 
hero to clay producers in America who 
was also well known in several European 
countries, was elected National President 
of the American Ceramic Society in 1972. 
Dr. Paul Osenar’s Protonex Company is 
a leading provider of patented advanced 
fuel power cell solutions for portable, 
remote and mobile applications in the 
100- to 1,000-watt range. 

Each of at least five Slovenian Ameri-
can inventors – namely, Dr. Richard 
Fuisz, Edward Lapornik, Dr. Stephen 
Malaker, Frank Svet and Dr. Gordon 
Vehar – has received one or more IR-
100 (later renamed R-D 100) Awards for 
having developed “one of the first 100 
most significant new technical products 

of the year.”
Dr. Carol Kovac, at International Busi-

ness Machines Corporation (IBM), led a 
team that “supplied the supercomputing 
muscle that has remade the world of 
medicine.” Dr. Kovac became an IBM 
vice president for research and general 
manager of life sciences, a noted inventor, 
a global speaker, a Harvard University 
lecturer and one of Fortune magazine’s 
“50 most powerful women in business.” 
Mary Ann Celestina Krevh invented a 
one-of-the kind birthing bed used by 
hospitals throughout the United States, 
along with infant car seats that are crucial 
for the safety of infants.

As product development manager 
for the Gerber Products Company, Dr. 
Fred Billerbeck, who is Slovenian on his 
mother’s side, developed and patented 
many varieties of Gerber baby foods used 
by millions of mothers in America and 
many other countries. While working for 
Swift & Company near the Chicago stock 
yards, Jack Frank Beuk, a biochemist 
and recipient of the Food Technology 
Industrial Achievement Award in 1961, 
patented a solution known as ProTen 
which substantially increased the percent-
age of consumable meat and, according 
to a Chicago Tribune article of Aug. 5, 
2005, “had an impact on the entire meat 
market in America and other countries.” 
Dr. Frederic Stare, the founder and 
chairman of the Nutrition Department 
at Harvard University, whose books, 
articles and syndicated columns were 
read by millions of readers, was known 
as America’s – and the world’s – top 
nutritional scientist.

John Larish was one of the Eastman 
Kodak Corporation’s pioneer research-
ers, writers and promoters in the field 
of digital photography, a field in which 
Slovenian immigrant Franc Grum was 
also an internationally prominent author-
ity on optical radiation measurements 
and color science. Grum was a director 
of photometrology, and a member of the 
science committee. Elmer Rebol served 
with Italian immigrant and Nobel Laure-
ate Dr. Enrico Fermi on the Manhattan 
Project, which developed the first atomic 
bomb, and “Atoms for Peace;” while test 
engineer and inventor Edward Pekol 
worked closely with famous astronomer 
Dr. Joseph Allen Hynek at Curralitos 
Observatory near Las Cruces, N.M.  

EDITOR’S NOTE: Portions published by 
the U.S. Embassy, Ljubljana, June 20, 2011. 
The original article, “Highlights on Slovenian 
American Inventors,” was first published in 
Slovenian American Times (June 2011).

Slovenian American inventors and innovators: 
A contribution to diversity – Part 2

50-Year Members
January 2017
 Lodge Member
 FD4 William F. Stolze
 1 Mary C. Adams
 6 David C. Pelino
 34 Frank N. Skufca
 87 Gary A. Garcar
 87 Cheryl Z. Feick
 89 Edward D. Bucheli
 106 William DeLuca
 106 Carole J. Heitzenrater
 138 Francis R. Zuzek
 138 Michael S. Lautar
 158 Anthony L. Verch Sr.
 158 Beverly J. Walters
 174 Cecilia F. Leonard
 174 Bernadette D’Angelo
 225 Glenn E. Baloh
 254 Marilyn J. Sherry

Lodge Member
 254 Mark Kusher
 254 Rose Marie Brothers
 257 Elizabeth R. Zych
 274 Lois J. Eggers
 459 Robert W. Rynca
 566 Micheline Heffelfinger
 576 Arlene Frances Lach
 584 John J. Mlaker
 584 Velma J. Wilbur
 584 John T. Amic
 614 Robert R. Kaska
 686 Jo Anne Wagner
 721 Marilyn L. Arnold
 745 Gary L. Kolari
 749 Martin J. Setinsek
 770 Randy T. Randolph
 776 Tony A. Setinsek

60-Year Members
January 2017
 Lodge Member
 A02 Barbara A. Paczan
 6 Richard J. Sertway
 8 Carolyn M. Lauschke
 33 Gertrude M. File
 138 John N. Mikez
 218 Frances M. Sebben

Lodge Member
 225 Barbara A. Hanson
 518 Carolyn J. Laginess
 677 Darlene Louise Tatangelo
 723 Mary Louise Vidergar
 776 Priscilla A. Tomon

 Lodge Member
 41 Josephine C. Felger
 89 Agnes M. Brown
 138 Bertha M. Morris
 677 Dorothy L. Modi

70-Year Members
January 2017

Lodge Member 
 689 Emma Beacco
 715 Amelia Massimino
 782 William P. Umek

 Lodge Member
 723 Mary C. Cegnar

80-Year Members
January 2017

by BARB BOGOLIN
Lodge 31 Secretary/Treasurer

SHARON, Pa. — On Nov. 20, 
2016, SNPJ Lodge 31 members 
and their spouses gathered at 
Montana’s Rib & Chop House 
in Hermitage, Pa., for our 
holiday dinner. At this dinner 
we recognized 50-year SNPJ 
members Sis. Aleta Kudelko 
and Sis. Mary Ann Patrizi, 
and 60-year member Sis. Joann 
Cameron.

Our next Lodge meeting is 

planned for Wednesday, Jan. 
18, beginning at 7 p.m., weather 
permitting. The meeting will 
be held at the Lodge secretary’s 
home, 305 Sheridan St. in Her-
mitage. The Lodge audit will 
take place and necessary forms 
will be completed. The orga-
nization of Lodge activities for 
2017 will also be discussed.

In the event of inclement 
weather, or if you have any 
questions, give me a call at 
(724) 347-1197 before 10 p.m.

SNPJ Lodge 31 members JOANN CAMERON, ALETA 
KUDELKO and MARY ANN PATRIzI were recognized during 
the Lodge’s holiday dinner held in November.

A happy holiday season 
for Lodge 31 members

by JERRY WATSON 
Lodge 34 Secretary

INDIANAPOLIS — Srečno Novo Leto 
2017!

SNPJ Lodge 34 hosted a very successful 
dinner on Dec. 9, 2016, at the Slovenian Na-
tional Home (SNH). It took three generations 
of the Dragan family to get things done! Many 
thanks to the Dragan family. All proceeds 
went to support the SNH.

The last quarterly meeting of Lodge 34 
members was held the following day, Dec. 
10. Our officers were re-elected for 2017. 
Our first quarterly meeting for 2017 will be 
held March 12 at 1 p.m. at Shapiro’s Deli on 
South Meridian. We hope to see you then!

The Dec. 9, 
2016, Indy 
Slovenian 

National Home 
dinner hosted 

by SNPJ 
Lodge 34 was 

a success, 
thanks in large 

part to three 
generations 

of the Dragan 
family.

Lodge 34 closes the year with Dec. SNH dinner
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Members celebrating 50, 60, 70 and 80 years with the Slovene National Benefit Society

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President

Of the 2,000 life insurance companies and 
fraternal benefit societies operating in the 
U.S., less than 100 have been in existence 

as long as the SNPJ. As a not-for-profit fraternal 
benefit society, we have successfully provided life 
insurance to our members since 1904, along with a 
full package of social, athletic and cultural programs, 
scholarships, community service projects, and much 
more. SNPJ also offers annuities that can be used 
for IRAs and Roth IRAs.

Our more than 110 years of longevity and success 
have been made possible by the loyalty and dedica-
tion of our members. The SNPJ’s engine may have 
been built and its direction set by  its founders and 
subsequent leaders, but its path has been traveled, 
cleared and paved by our dedicated members.

As a way to show respect and appreciation to 
our longtime and loyal members, we recognize 

membership milestones with a custom gift. The 
years of membership are counted in terms of adult 
membership years, not including youth enrollment 
years. These milestones of recognition include 50, 
60, 70 and 80 years of adult membership.

We ask our Fraternal Honorees, once they have 
received their awards from the Society, to submit a 
short report on their past and present lifestyle, includ-
ing their Lodge affiliation, hobbies and any other 
information that might be of interest to our readers.

In acknowledging these dedicated members, it is 
our privilege to show respect for these honorees by 
offering our thanks and appreciation for the loyalty 
they have shown the SNPJ for so many years. In this 
small way, through our offical SNPJ publication, we 
can etch their names even deeper into the archives 
of the Slovene National Benefit Society.

On behalf of the entire membership, we extend 
our congratulations to those members reaching these 
anniversary milestones. 

Sis. JEAN MIADICH
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. JEAN OSTANEK
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Bro. ANDREW KOTNIK Jr.
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Bro. WILLIAM SUSTRICh
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. JEAN OSTANEK
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. JEAN MIADICH
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Bro. ANDREW KOTNIK Jr.
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. JOANNE KITCHEN (566) Sis. ALICE YAVOR (126)

Sis. JEAN MIADICH (257) Sis. GERTRUD KOHLER (723)

Sis. ANNA PERCINSKY (254) Bro. ANDREW KOTNIK Jr. (786)

• La Salle, Ill., Lodge 2 and 
the SNPJ honored Sis. MARY 
RUDZINSKI for attaining 80 years 
of membership. Sis. Rudzinski 
writes:

“Thank you for the lovely afghan 
blanket with the lovely scenery. 
I will enjoy it during the fall and 
winter months.

“At this stage in my life, I am still 
able to do things and go places. 
I drive, so I’m able to do my own 
shopping. I also do my own cook-
ing and take care of my home. I 
enjoy going out for lunch, playing 
cards and reading good books.”

Sis. MARY RUDZINSKI
La Salle, Ill., Lodge 2

Oglesby, IL

• As a 60-year member of SNPJ, 
Sis. JOANNE KITChEN was 
recognized by Euclid, Ohio, Lodge 
566 and the Slovene National Ben-
efit Society. Sis. Kitchen writes:

“Thank you for the 60-year 
membership pen from SNPJ. My 
parents bought my SNPJ insur-
ance policy when I was a child, 
and they paid 25 cents a month.

“As a young person I belonged 
to the Zarja Singing Society, par-
ticipated in Youth Circle 2, and 
attended events at the St. Clair 
Slovene Home and the SNPJ 
Farm. As an adult living in Co-
lumbus, Ohio, after graduating 
from The Ohio State University 
(OSU), I taught school and was a 
high school guidance counselor 
from 1962-1998 in Whitehall, Ohio.

“My two adult children, Ken and 
Karen, and three grandchildren, 
Ryne, Bailey and Adam, are the 
apples of my eye. I turned 76 last 
year and enjoy walking three miles 
a day, reading, spending time 
with my grandkids, OSU sports 
(especially football), crocheting 
hats and scarves for the homeless, 
and making potica... when I can 
get the grandkids to help. I still 
have the potica pans used by my 
mom, Emily Buchar, and grandma, 
Frances Buchar. I remember that 
the pans came from a hardware 
store that was located on St. Clair 
near 60th.

“I have fond memories of SNPJ 
and growing up in Euclid near 
Recher Hall, where my wedding 
reception was held. My grandpar-
ents, Thomas and Frances Buchar   
of Euclid and Paul Kokal of Penn 
Hills, Pa., were proud Slovenes,  
as am I; I just wish I had not been 
resistant to learning the language 
when I was young.

“Thank you again for the pen.  
I’m proud to have been an SNPJ 
member for most of my life!”

Sis. JOANNE KITChEN
Euclid, Ohio, Lodge 566

Columbus, OH

• Fifty-year SNPJ member Sis. 
JEAN MIADICH was recognized 
by the Society and Cleveland 
Lodge 257 for her longtime mem-
bership. Sis. Miadich writes:

“I joined SNPJ in 1966 as a 
member of Lodge 257 so I could 
bowl with my Slovenian friends. I 
enjoyed myself so much that I con-
tinued bowling in Lodge leagues 

and tournaments, and I continue 
to participate today.

“For the last 50 years, my par-
ents, sister, nephew and nieces 
have attended many of the events 
held at the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, 
Ohio. We’ve enjoyed listening and 
dancing to the fantastic polka mu-
sic performed by musicians such 
as Frank Stanger, Joey Tomsick 
and Walter Ostanek. And we can’t 
resist the delicious bratwurst and 
sausage dinners served there.

“After completing my bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees at Cleveland 
State University, I taught for seven 
years at West Technical High 
School in Cleveland and for 32 
years at Solon High School in So-
lon, Ohio. It was a very enjoyable 
and rewarding career, teaching 
business education classes to stu-
dents in grades nine through 12.

“Since retiring, I’ve been a Big 
Sister for the Catholic Dioceses. 
I enjoy golfing, bowling and play-
ing bridge. I’ve also spent time 
traveling and have visited Hawaii, 
Ireland and the Bahamas.”

Sis. JEAN MIADICh
Cleveland Lodge 257

Solon, OH

• Sis. ANNA PERCINSKY, a 50-
year SNPJ member, was honored 
by Bon Air, Pa., Lodge 254 and 
the Society. Sis. Percinsky writes:

“Thank you so much for the rec-
ognition of my SNPJ  membership.

“My husband Andrew and I 
came to Bon Air in 1957, a deci-
sion we never regretted. We had 
it all in Bon Air; a school, a store, 
a church and, of course, our SNPJ 
Lodge. Our five children made Bon 
Air their domain.

“Life was good! Lodge 254 
was our rock. It was where we 
danced, played sports, partici-
pated in programs and celebrated 
the holidays. Most importantly, it 
was where our neighbors became 
family.”

Sis. ANNA PERCINSKY
Bon Air, Pa., Lodge 254

Johnstown, PA

• Cleveland Lodge 126 and SNPJ 
honored Sis. JEAN OSTANEK for 
attaining 80 years of membership. 
Sis. Ostanek writes:

“I want to thank you for the 
lovely afghan I received for being 
an 80-year member of SNPJ.

“My father enrolled his four 
children into the Society. My hus-
band and I enrolled our children, 
Cindy, Greg and Loree, as well as 
our seven grandchildren. I have 
five beautiful great-grandchildren 
as well.

“On Sunday afternoons, my 
husband Ozzie and I would visit 
the SNPJ Farm on Heath Road 
in Kirtland, Ohio, to enjoy polka 
music, delicious food, dancing and 
visiting with so many nice people. 
We’d also travel to the SNPJ 
Recreation Center in the Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa., where we’d rent a 
cabin. My husband, son Greg and 
son-in-law Tom Rudd golfed in 

many SNPJ tournaments.
“I worked for General Motors 

for 30 years, and volunteered for 
Meal on Wheels for 20 years. I’ve 
traveled across this wonderful 
country, from the east coast to the 
west coast, and seen many things 
of interest.

“I have terrific children and 
grandchildren who help me when 
needed. I’m 96 years old and have 
enjoyed my days as an SNPJ 
member. Thanks again for the 
afghan.”

Sis. JEAN OSTANEK
Cleveland Lodge 126

Wickliffe, OH

• As a 70-year member of SNPJ, 
Sis. ALICE YAVOR was recog-
nized by Cleveland Lodge 126 
and the Slovene National Benefit 
Society. Sis. Yavor writes:

“Thank you for the lovely gift 
celebrating my 70 years of SNPJ 
membership. Receiving it was a 
pleasant surprise.

“Widowed in 1977, I lived in my 
hometown of Bisbee, Ariz., for 73 
years. I currently live with my only 
child and son-in-law in Ohio, where 
I am able to visit my grandchildren 
and great-grand children often. I 
recently completed a 1,500-mile 
road trip to attend my oldest great-
grandson’s graduation from the 
U.S. Marine Corps Recruit Train-
ing Center at Parris Island, S.C. 
God bless America!”

Sis. ALICE YAVOR
Cleveland Lodge 126

Munroe Falls, OH

• Fifty-year SNPJ member Sis. 
GERTRUD KOhLER was recog-
nized by the Society and Fontana, 
Calif., Lodge 723 for her longtime 
membership. Sis. Kohler writes:

“Thank you very much for 
sending me the 50-year member 
certificate and pin. I am honored 
to receive this recognition.

“I was born near Stuttgart, 
Germany, in 1936 and moved to 
New York City in 1961. What was 
intended to be a one year stay led 
to my residence and naturalization 
here for over 55 years. For most 
of these 55 years, I’ve lived in Los 
Angeles, a city I love for its vitality, 
cosmopolitan atmosphere and, not 
to mention, its beautiful weather.

“I was introduced to SNPJ and 
Lodge 723 through my husband, 
George Frank (G. Frank) Kohler, 
who sadly passed away on Good 
Friday in 2015 at age 87. Frank 
was a lifelong member of SNPJ.

“Wishing the SNPJ organization 
the very best.”

Sis. GERTRUD KOhLER
Fontana, Calif., Lodge 723

Granada Hills, CA

• Bro. ANDREW KOTNIK Jr., 
a 50-year SNPJ member, was 
honored by Orange County, Calif., 
Lodge 786 and the Society. Bro. 
Kotnik writes:

“Fifty years: my how time 

Bro. WILLIAM SUSTRICh
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Bro. WILLIAM SUSTRICH (577)

passes by! It has been a long 
time since I was a member of the 
Youth Circle sponsored by the 
former SNPJ Lodge 615, and I’ve 
enjoyed many SNPJ events since 
then. The SNPJ was my extended 
family for many years, and for that 
I am thankful. 

“After a working life in Southern 
California, we recently moved to 
Wine Country, Sonoma. A special 
thank you goes out to Lodge 786 
members Arnie and Jean Koci 
for keeping in touch with me over 
the years.

“All my best to all the polka 
players, polka dancers and kitchen 
helpers. Thanks for the great 
memories!”

Bro. ANDREW KOTNIK
Orange County, Calif., Lodge 786

Mission Viejo, CA

• Pueblo, Colo., Lodge 577 and 
SNPJ honored Bro. WILLIAM 
SUSTRICH for attaining 60 years 
of membership. He writes:

“I was born and raised in 
Canonsburg, Pa., and had lots of 
enjoyable times at Strabane Lodge 
138. That area always had plenty 
of Lodges, so we didn’t have to 
travel far to find dances, bowling 
tournaments and other SNPJ 
activities.

“There was a war going on, 
so I joined the Navy right out of 
my junior year in high school. 
I was sent to boot camp then 

Sis. JEAN OSTANEK (126)

service school at Great Lakes 
Naval Training Center in Illinois. 
When it came time for sea duty 
assignments, one of the officers 
(with a rather strange sense of 
humor) asked if we preferred a 
big ship or a small ship. I couldn’t 
see myself saluting admirals ev-
ery few steps, so I chose a small 
ship — big mistake! I didn’t know 
they made ships that small. I was 
told I would be doing janitor work, 
which I thought sounded like an 
easy duty — another big mistake!

“I ended up as a gunner’s mate 
on a 135-foot wooden hull ship 
designed for sweeping magnetic 
mines. It was very tense work, 
dragging gear directly over the 
mines to cause detonation, making 
the channels safe for the larger 
ships.

“I returned to Pennsylvania to 
pick up my life again, but that was 
not to be. I came down with seri-
ous sinus problems that required 
several drainings. Eventually my 
doctor told me I had to relocate 
somewhere high, dry and free 
of pollution. That prompted my 
move to Colorado, first to Denver 
and then higher in the mountains 
where the air is fit to breathe. This 
is where I am now and where I’ll 
probably live the rest of my life. 
Not bad for a 90-year-old!

“Thanks for the embroidered 
blanket. We’ll make good use of 
it this winter.”

Bro. WILLIAM SUSTRICh
Pueblo, Colo., Lodge 577

Salida, CO
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REGULAR: ACTIVITY (JOSEPh C. UMECK): ACADEMIC:
• Member for at least 2 years • Member for at least 2 years • Member for at least 2 years
• $5,000 permanent insurance • $5,000 permanent insurance • $5,000 permanent insurance
 ($2,000 if purchased prior to 1996)  ($2,000 if purchased prior to 1996)  ($2,000 if purchased prior to 1996)
• 1040 Tax Form (income level not to exceed • Extensive SNPJ Activity* • Maintain 3.2 GPA (out of 4.0) or above
 $20,000 per dependent/per family) • Maintain 2.5 GPA (out of 4.0) or above • Age 30 or under
• Maintain 2.5 GPA (out of 4.0) or above • Age 30 or under • Annual SNPJ-Approved Activity
• Annual SNPJ-Approved Activity

  Full-Time Student Part-Time Student
  • Attend school as a full-time student • Attend school as a part-time student
  • Minimum of 12 credit hours/semester • Must declare a major (six to 11 credit hours/semester)

SNPJ Scholarship Award Program
A potential benefit of $3,200 for Society members

APPLICATION PROCESS:
1. Carefully review all SNPJ scholarship requirements.

2. Select the scholarship type for which you qualify.

3. Complete the scholarship application and deliver to 
your Lodge secretary for signatures.

4. Return the signed application, along with the follow-
ing items, to the SNPJ Home Office by the August 
1st deadline:

• Copy of your last grade report or transcript (Tran-
scripts do not have to be originals, but must show 
student name, semester, GPA, and number of credit 
hours completed).

• Short essay about fraternalism, the principles of SNPJ, 
and how they work in our Society and its Lodges.

• Brief history of your life, high school accomplishments, 
past awards and achievements, and college plans.

• Copies of your parents’ and your 1040 tax forms for 
the previous year (if applying for the SNPJ Regular 
Scholarship).

• Copy of the Lodge secretary’s letter (if applying for 
the SNPJ Activity Scholarship).

Please make sure all of the applicable items listed above 
are included when mailing your application. Failure to 
provide all required information at one time may result 
in denial of your application.

SNPJ Approved Activity: Participation at social and athletic events, attend the SNPJ Young Adult Conference, attendance or service at meetings and conferences, 
attend or volunteer at special Lodge events, write an article to be published in The Voice of Youth or PROSVETA, enter the Miss SNPJ Pageant (eligible females only), 
participate in an SNPJ athletic tournament (bowling, golf, balina, bean bag toss, etc.), help organize a youth activity at your Lodge, hold an office in your Lodge, work 
as a counselor for Youth Roundup (must be interviewed and selected by Fraternal Department), volunteer to work during Slovenefest at the SNPJ Recreation Center, 

participate in an SNPJ organized activity, perform community service on behalf of SNPJ (must be approved by Fraternal Department), recommend a new member to SNPJ.

TYPES OF SChOLARShIPS: All requirements MUST be satisfied in order to qualify for the following scholarships:

Applications, renewal forms and the SNPJ Scholarship Program brochure are available online at www.snpj.org/membership/scholarships.
Applications for SNPJ Scholarship Awards should be sent to the National President.

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS AUGUST 1 of each year. RENEWAL DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 1 and AUGUST 1. Mail to:
Joseph C. Evanish, National President

SLOVENE NATIONAL BENEFIT SOCIETY Scholarship Committee 
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126-9774.

ELIGIBILITY:
To be eligible for an SNPJ 
Scholarship, the student must 
meet the following require-
ments:

• Be an SNPJ member for 
at least two years

• Have a $5,000 minimum 
permanent life insurance 
policy in place ($2,000 if 
purchased prior to January 
1996)

• Enroll as a full-time (at 
least 12 credit hours) or 
part-time (at least 6 credit 
hours) student at an ac-
credited college, university 
or trade school

PAYMENT SChEDULE:
Full-time Students: Payments of $400 each install-

ment are made twice a year (first installment: 
February/March; second installment: August/
September) totaling $800 per year. Applicants 
will receive payments for not more than eight (8) 
installments which may include graduate school.

Part-Time Students: Payments of $200 each in-
stallment are made twice a year totaling $400 per 
year. Part-time applicants who have declared a 
major shall receive payments equivalent to the 
TOTAL amount the full-time student receives for 
a maximum of 16 semesters.

Selection of students to receive the scholarship 
awards will be based on evidence of the ap-
plicant’s school record, personality, character, 
SNPJ-Approved Activity, the applicant’s need for 
financial aid or academic achievement and on the 
recommendation of the local Lodge of which he/
she is a member.

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — 
Every year at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center, we begin the summer with 
Youth Roundup, a camp available 
to our youth members ages 7-12. 
This year’s Youth Roundup will 
be held June 18-23.

Campers at Youth Roundup 
enjoy a fun-filled week at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center in the Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. Their days are filled 
with arts & crafts, sports, polka 
and line dance classes and much 
more. They are provided with three 
nutritious meals a day plus evening 
snacks, and enjoy swimming in the 

pool, learning to sing camp songs, 
bonfires, hayrides, field trips and 
learning all about Slovenia!

Youth Roundup campers stay 
in the Rec Center cabins under the 
watchful supervision of trained 
adult counselors. We perform the 
same background checks on all of 
our counselors that are required by 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylva-
nia for childcare workers.

SNPJ offers family rates for 
Youth Roundup campers, but please 
keep in mind that the child must 
be an insured member of SNPJ to 
receive these rates. 

For 2017, the Youth Roundup 
rates are $275 for one camper, 

$475 for two campers from the 
same family and $675 for three 
campers from the same family. 
What a deal! 

Think about it: for one member 
child, it only costs $55 per day 
to attend a week-long camp with 
round-the-clock supervision, lodg-
ing, meals and activities. Talk about 
the value of being an SNPJ member! 
For non-member campers, the rate 
to attend Youth Roundup is $375 
per child.

See page 10 for a registration 
form. The form is also available 
on the “Youth Roundup” page of 
our website, www.snpj.org. The 
registration deadline is April 1.

Plan now for summer fun at Youth Roundup

Photos submitted by Sis. Alexandria Copich (643). 

A Holiday Gala for the Golden Eagles Lodge
It was a very merry Christmas for the members of Golden Eagles Lodge 
643 in Girard, Ohio, as they celebrated the season with a holiday party in 
December. On hand and enjoying the festivities were [above] Lodge 643 
Treasurer JOAN TWADDLE and her son, JACK TWADDLE, who serves the 
Lodge as sergeant-at-arms. Entertaining the crowd during the afternoon 
were [below] Lodge 643 President RAYMOND KOVAC [left] and fellow 
musician and Lodge 643 member TONY TRONTEL.

Youth members 
from Chicago 
Lodge 1 
and Cicero, 
Ill., Lodge 
449 enjoyed 
performing for 
the Chicago 
District 
Federation 
Christmas party 
held Dec. 3 in 
Lemont, Ill.

by KEVIN RICHARDS
Lodge 106

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Greetings from 
Imperial Lodge 106, where we’re now 
playing bar bingo on the first and third 
Thursdays of the month. Special early 
bird games start at 6:30 p.m.; the first 
regular game starts at 7.

Country music is making its way 
back to the Imperial Room at SNPJ 
Lodge 106. On Saturday, March 18, 
starting at 8 p.m., we will be featur-
ing the Southern Comfort Experience 
from Uniontown, Pa. Watch future 

PROSVETA articles for additional 
details.

Lodge 106 will also host a polka 
dance in the Imperial Room on Sun-
day, April 30, featuring the Polka 
Classics with the Rob Deblander and 
Ron Likovic bands. The music will 
start at 2 p.m.

Keep track of all the activities 
planned at Lodge 106 by visiting the 
“Upcoming Events” page on our web-
site, www.snpjimperialpa.com. Then 
be sure to check out SNPJ Lodge 106 
on Facebook and “Like” us.

Country music returning to 
Imperial Lodge 106 in March

by TINA RIGLER (449)
Chicago Federation

CHICAGO — The Chicago Dis-
trict Federation hosted its annual 
children’s Christmas party on Dec. 
3, 2016, at the Slovenian Catholic 
Center in Lemont, Ill.  In attendance 
were youth members from Lodges 
1 and 449.  

All of the children received a 
lunch provided by the Federation. 
The children also received gifts 
from the SNPJ Home Office and 
candy from Santa, and had their 
photos taken with Santa before 
he left the party to return to the 
North Pole.  

There were 12 children in atten-
dance this year, and the following 
youth performed this year: Juliana 
Conroy sang; Jason Rigler read a 

poem; Alenka Rus played “Silent 
Night” on the flute and “We Wish 
You a Merry Christmas” with her 
brothers, Adam and Jakob, who 
sang; Zachary Stimach sang “I’m 
Gettin’ Nuttin’ for Christmas;” 
Maja Vucinic sang a Slovenian song, 
along with Alenka Rus; Roman 
Vucinic did a reading on soccer; 
and Katherine Potter played the 
viola, accompanying her brother, 
William, who sang.  We encourage 
the children to participate and share 
their talents with us.  

Everyone also enjoyed the musi-
cal selections performed by Cecilia 
Dolgan, Meredith Maresh and Vince 
Rigler. 

Following the program, youth 
members played several games, 
including “pass the snowman” and 

Christmas bingo,  and they learned 
how to draw Santa as demonstrated 
by Tina Rigler. Everyone partici-
pated in a card game called “last 
person standing,” the winner of 
which was Marija Rigler.     

Many thanks to all of the vol-
unteers who helped to make this 
party possible:  Marianne Murray 
in the kitchen, assisted by her son; 
Tina Rigler and Meredith Maresh, 
who helped put the program and 
games together; Vince Rigler for 
the music; and special thanks to our 
Santa, Chuck O’Connell, who did a 
fantastic job with the kids.

The annual Chicago District 
Federation meeting will be held 
Feb. 25 beginning at 1:30 p.m. at 
the Slovenian Catholic Center in 
Lemont.

A festive season for the Chicago Federation
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by EVELYN DIMPFL (749)
Federation Secretary

JOHNSTOWN, Pa. — Once 
again, the Conemaugh Valley 
Federation hosted a dinner to 
honor local SNPJ members 
who have attained 50, 60, 70 
or 80 years of membership in 
the Society.

On Sept. 25, 2016, at Home-
stead Inn in the Elton area 
of Johnstown, a nice group 
assembled to honor the four 
60-year members who were 
able to attend: Harry E. Sedly-
mer (254), Mary Ann Knipple 
(749), Wanda R. McAllister 
(749) and myself. Congratula-
tions to all those who were 
honored for their membership 
throughout the year. Even if 
you could not attend the dinner, 
you were remembered.

Federation President Fran-
cis Naugle (254) welcomed all 
present. We were entertained 
with musical selections by Ed 
Zablotny, who has performed 
for us for quite a few years now. 

Sixty-year SNPJ members hENRY SEDLYMER (254), 
WANDA MCALLISTER (749), MARY ANN KNIPPLE (749) 
and EVELYN DIMPFL (749) were honored at the Sept. 25 
Conemaugh Valley Federation dinner.

Conemaugh Fed honors
members at annual dinner

It is really appreciated, Ed.
SNPJ National Treasurer 

Robert Lawrence was our guest 
speaker and he gave an interest-
ing talk. Thank you very much, 
Bro. Lawrence; you are always 
welcome.

I know that President Nau-
gle would like to thank all 
who made the day a success, 
including Ken Zakraysek (174) 
for taking care of the financial 
aspects; Marilyn Alberter (3) 
for preparing the program 
which listed all 44 members 
invited this year, as well as 
being in charge of the photog-
raphy; Joanne Vasilko (749) for 
ordering and picking up the 
lapel flowers for the honorees; 
all of the Federation ladies 
who donated baked items for 
our dessert table, which was 
magnificent; and Lodge 3 for 
donating the centerpiece this 
year.

It’s quite an endeavor to 
gather names and addresses 
from the six Conemaugh Val-

ley Federation Lodges, as well 
as print the letters, return post 
cards and envelopes, and keep 
track of the responses. I’ve 
done this job for more years 
than I recall, and I only wish 
more members would take 
advantage of this free dinner 
and companionship. Hope-
fully attendance will be better 
next year.

At the most recent Fed-
eration meeting, held Nov. 
10 at the home of Lodge 3 
Secretary Marilyn Alberter, 

the election of officers was 
held after all business was 
concluded. All officers were 
retained: President Francis 
Naugle, Vice President John 
Micko, Secretary/Recording 
Secretary Evelyn Dimpfl, 
Assistant Secretary Marilyn 
Alberter, Treasurer Kenneth 
Zakraysek, Auditor Chairman 
Joseph Vasilko and auditors 
John Micko and Cindy Kranyc. 

Our next meeting will be 
held April 18 at Perkins Res-
taurant. Happy New Year to all!

During the V Boj Lodge 53 110th anniversary celebration, 
Lodge President PAULINE BARBISh and Lodge Secretary 
MARThA MEGLICh had the pleasure of meeting with two 
special guests: [above] GARY PAINE, who was honored for 
his 50-year SNPJ membership; and ANDY MIHEvIC, who 
presented a generous donation in memory of his parents.

LODGE 53 IN 2016
FROM PAGE 1 

After dinner, a short pro-
gram commenced with the 
reciting of the Pledge of Al-
legiance. A dobrodošli (wel-
come) was extended to all, 
followed by the introduction of 
the Lodge 53 officers: President 
Pauline Barbish, Secretary 
Martha Meglich, Recording 
Secretary Patricia Gruden, 
Chief Auditor Ann Wagner, 
and auditors Anne Herpak and 
Jacob Gabrenya.

There were some special 
guests in the audience who 
were also recognized. We 
welcomed SNPJ National 
President Joseph C. Evanish; 
Miss SNPJ 2017 Elizabeth 
Hartman (138); Cleveland 
Lodge 604 Secretary Gerri Tre-
bets; Euclid, Ohio, Lodge 158 
President Pat Nevar; Cleveland 
Lodge 614 President Joe Blat-
nik; and Cleveland Lodge 257 
President Marie Pivik.

As the guest speaker, Na-
tional President Evanish rose 
to the occasion and said a 
few words before presenting 
a certificate of recognition to 
the Lodge. Elizabeth Hartman 
also spoke on the advantages 
of SNPJ membership, and on 
serving as Miss SNPJ.

Lodge Secretary Meglich 
recognized the following mem-
bers for reaching a milestone 
membership anniversary in 
2016: 50-year members Gary 
Paine (who was in attendance), 
John Kern and Patricia Dugash; 

Lodge 53 celebrates a 110th anniversary in 2016
and 70-year member Evelyn 
Melinsky (posthumously).

Lodge member Andy Mi-
hevic came forward to pres-
ent Secretary Meglich with a 
generous donation in memory 
of his parents. He stated that 
Lodge 53 paid his family’s 
monthly insurance premiums 
during their time of need so that 
their policies were kept current, 
and his family was ever so 
grateful for this act. Andy also 
asked everyone to remember 
the veterans who have fought 
and died for America’s contin-
ued freedom. The Lodge also 
received a generous donation 
from Bill and Julie Savoca.

Two Lodge 53 officers were 
honored at the celebration for 
their many years of dedication. 
Kudos to Martha Meglich, 
secretary for 45 years, and Pat 
Gruden, recording secretary for 
50 years. These remarkable 
women prove that stability and 
tireless efforts have prevailed 
in Lodge 53.

As the music of the Wayne 
Tomsic Orchestra began, the 
dancing proceeded. Even 
Miss SNPJ Elizabeth Hartman 
showed off her polka dancing 
talent with a few of the guests. 
Everyone in attendance left 
with a mini bottle of wine as a 
thank you for helping celebrate 
this milestone event.

V Boj Lodge 53 had a 
very active year in 2016. We 
thank everyone who helped us 
achieve this and we are look-
ing forward to another event-

ful year in 2017. In closing, I 
hope you all had a very merry 
Christmas, and I wish everyone 
a happy, healthy New Year.

As a reminder, V Boj Lodge 
53 meetings are held every 

other month beginning in 
February. Our first meeting of 
2017 is set for Feb. 21 starting 
at 1 p.m. For location details, 
phone (440) 884-5043 or (440) 
944-9139. We hope to see you!

Rec Center Cabin Renovation Donations
for the month of November 2016
John (158) & Laura Zigman,
West Farmington, Ohio ................................. $100
 In memory of John A. Zigman Sr.

Jamie Evanish (715), Oakdale, Pa. ................ $50
 In memory of Roger Evanish & Michael Evanish

SNPJ Trailer Court Association,
Borough of SNPJ, Pa. .................................... $50
 In memory of Daniel C. Kiefer
SNPJ Trailer Court Association,
Borough of SNPJ, Pa. .................................... $50
 In memory of Rich Orlowski

Kathleen Emerson (564), Sioux City, Iowa ..... $50
 In memory of J. Robert & Patricia Adamic
Frank & Amy Mavrich (138), Canonsburg, Pa. ...$25
 In memory of Daniel C. Kiefer
Frank & Amy Mavrich (138), Canonsburg, Pa. ...$25
 In memory of Rich Orlowski

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — For many years, 
SNPJ members have enjoyed the 
unique and truly remarkable facility 
that is the SNPJ Recreation Center. The 
experiences and countless memories 
that have been made there are treasured 
by thousands. The Recreation Center 
is now more than 50 years old and, as 
with so many things, time, along with 
wear and tear, have taken their toll.

The large upper cabins, situated 
opposite the lake along Martin Road, 
are some of the first structures that 
were built on the property. Cabins #1 
and #2 have already been completed. 
The budgeted cost to complete one 
cabin was $28,000. There are a total 
of 24 large cabins and 12 motel units 
as part of this project. It will take a 
significant amount of capital to finish 
this project, and will likely take years 
to complete. The more donations we 
receive, the quicker we can complete 
the project. Since this is not a cultural 
or educational (scholarship) cause, but 

rather, recreational in nature, contribu-
tions are not considered tax deductible. 

We encourage Lodges, Fed-
erations, members, friends and other 
organizations to contribute. Several 
have already contributed. While we 
do offer “Club Level” recognition, all 
donations will be listed in PROSVETA.

Donors at the following Club Lev-
els will receive  their name on a plaque 
inside the corresponding cabin: Bronze 
Level, $1,000; Silver Level, $5,000; 
Gold Level, $10,000; and Platinum 
Level, $25,000.

Donation checks can be made 
payable to “SNPJ.” Please indicate 
“Cabin Renovation” in the memo area. 
Provide your name and address, and 
the acknowledgment name and address 
if the donation is made in memory of 
someone. 

Send your donation to Slovene 
National Benefit Society, 247 West 
Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126. 
All donations are greatly appreci-
ated. Thank you in advance for your 
support!

Support the Rec Center Cabin Renovation Project
Before

After

by WILMA VUKOVICH
Lodge 153 Recording Secretary

YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio — 
The Lodge 153 fall meeting 
was held at the Shepherd of 
the Valley clubroom in Po-
land, Ohio. Our newly elected 
officers include President 
Stanley P. Chermely, Vice 
President Antoinette Steinke, 
Secretary/Treasurer Diane L. 
Chermely Tanner, Sergeant-
at-Arms Henry Vukovich, 
Recording Secretary Wilma 
Vukovich, and auditors Ste-
phen Pavlich, Joseph Pitko 
and Edward Steinke.

The Lodge would like 
to extend get well wishes to 
Ann Babich, Chris Cernic, 
Joe Pitko, Ed Steinke and So-
phie Pavlich. Happy birthday 
wishes go out to all members 
who celebrated birthdays in 
November and December, and 
those celebrating in January.

Please mark your calendar 
for the upcoming meetings in 
2017. The meetings will be 
held at the Shepherd of the 
Valley clubroom on March 

21, May 16, Aug. 15 and 
Nov. 21. The meetings will 
begin at 7 p.m. All members 
are welcome and encouraged 
to attend.

Our biggest event of the 
year, the annual Lodge 153 
Christmas party, was held 
Dec. 4 at the Youngstown 
Croatian Home. We enjoyed 
a fantastic dinner followed by 
homemade desserts provided 
by the guests. 

After the meal was com-
plete, Diane Chermely Tan-
ner led the children in a few 
Christmas carols, including 
“Santa Claus is Coming to 
Town,” which greeted Santa 
as he delivered gifts to the 
youth members and Lodge 
officers. Tickets were sold 
for the gifts brought by the 
guests, which were awarded 
to the lucky winners. The 
party concluded with a few 
fun games of bingo.

Our thanks to everyone 
who helped make this year’s 
Christmas party a huge suc-
cess. Happy New Year!

Holiday party a treat 
for Lodge 153 members

The newly elected officers for Youngstown Lodge 153: 
[left to right] Secretary/Treasurer DIANE ChERMELY 
TANNER, Recording Secretary WILMA VUKOVICh, 
Sergeant-at-Arms hENRY VUKOVICh, Vice President 
ANTOINETTE STEINKE, Auditor STEPhEN PAVLICh 
and President STANLEY ChERMELY.

SNPJ Youth Roundup
June 18-23, 2017, at the SNPJ Recreation Center

Registration Form
Child must be between the ages of 7 and 12 and have an annuity

or life insurance policy with SNPJ to receive member rates.

Child’s Name: _______________________________

Address: ___________________________________

___________________________________________

Phone: (           ) _____________________________

Birth Date: _______________Lodge No.:   _______  

Parent’s e-mail address:
___________________________________________

Make all checks payable to SNPJ. Send completed
reservation form along with enrollment fee to:

Slovene National Benefit Society
Att’n: Fraternal Director

247 W. Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126

Registration Deadline: April 1, 2017

Youth Roundup Member Rates:
1 Child: $275 2 Children: $475 3 Children: $675

Non-member rate: $375 per child

 Male                      Female

ANNOUNCE IT

Lodge 53 member
takes CoSIDA honors
CLEVELAND — 
The College Sports 
Information Direc-
tors of America (Co-
SIDA) Academic 
All-American pro-
gram named SNPJ 
Lodge 53 member 
Greg Raimondo to 
the CoSIDA Aca-
demic All-District 
Team. This makes 
Greg the third men’s 
soccer player in the 
program’s history to 
earn the honor, and 
the first selection 
since 2004.

To be nominat-
ed, a student athlete 
must be a starter or important reserve and excel in 
academics; Greg’s GPA is 3.8. He is also a two-time 
Academic All-Ohio Athletic Conference (OAC) honoree.

A senior at Heidelberg College, Greg is majoring in 
athletic training. During the summer of 2016, he served 
an internship with the Cleveland Browns. Greg is the son 
of Richard and Cheryl Raimondo and the grandson of 
Martha Meglich and the late Albert Meglich.

GREG RAIMONDO (53), a 
senior at Heidelberg College, 
was recently named to the 
CoSIDA Academic All District 
soccer team.


