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• Ava A. Bjornberg
Born March 24, 2015

Bon Air, Pa., Lodge 254
Lodge 254 welcomes Ava Aileen Bjornberg 
as its newest member. Ava is the daughter 
of Darren and Renee (254) Bjornberg, and 
granddaughter of John and Donell Jacoby 
(254). We welcome Ava to the Slovene 
National Benefit Society and extend our 
best wishes to her entire family.

briefly

The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are March 1 and April 1. All material must 
be received by Wednesday, Feb. 17, for 
the March 1 issue, and by Wednesday, 
March 16, for the April 1 issue. If you are 
concerned about making the deadline, 
send an e-mail to prosveta@snpj.com 
or submit your material via the publica-
tions area of our website, www.snpj.org.

THE
DEADLINE

Make snpj.org 
your first stop for 

SNPJ information 
on the go. 

Scan the code 
to get started.
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L IMPERIAL, Pa. — Take advantage of 
SNPJ’s Recommender Program. Every 
valid referral earns the recommender 
one chance in the quarterly drawing for 
a chance to win $100 and an additional 
opportunity in the year-end drawing for 
a chance to win $500. Pay a visit to the 
SNPJ website, www.snpj.org, to complete 
an online Recommender form and get a 
head start on your reward.

Have you recommended
a new member lately?

Photo submitted by Sis. Sarah Loudon (358).

A Holiday Feast for West Point Lodge 358 Members
The members of SNPJ Lodge 358 in West Point, Ohio, held their annual Christmas party on 
Dec. 28, 2015. Officers and guests enjoyed a nice meal at Pondi’s Restaurant in Lisbon, Ohio. 
Attendees received SNPJ calendars and other useful items. Members in attendence included 
Veronica Wolski, Mary Mercina, Kathy Loudon, Fern Ronshak, Andy Loudon, 
Sam Ronshak and Howard Loudon. We wish everyone a happy New Year!

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Fraternal De-
partment is currently accepting nominations for 
the National Athletic Board. The SNPJ National 
Athletic Board is the body that regulates and 
manages the athletic programs, tournaments 
and events of the SNPJ. The National Athletic 
Board is a six-member body that meets twice 
a year: at the National Bowling Tournament, 
usually held in either late April or early May, 
and during National SNPJ Days held over Labor 
Day weekend.

A qualified candidate to the National Athletic 
Board must be an SNPJ member in good stand-

Nominations open for National Athletic Board
ing for at least two years. He or she must also 
have a practical knowledge of the major athletic 
activities of the Society. SNPJ Athletic Directors 
play an important role in our Society, they are 
aware of athletic needs in their district, and they 
encourage participation from youth to adult in all 
areas, from local to national competition. They 
oversee all regional and national tournaments, 
and they report activities to the two meetings 
of the Athletic Board.

The Society has six athletic districts, as 
follows:

District 1: Cambria, Somerset, Luzerne, 
Fayette, Washington, Westmoreland, Indiana, 
Elk, Warren and Armstrong counties of Penn-

sylvania; and the states of New York and Florida
District 2: Allegheny and Beaver counties 

of Pennsylvania
District 3: Borough of SNPJ, Butler and 

Mercer counties of Pennsylvania; and Mahon-
ing, Trumbull, Columbiana, Belmont and Stark 
counties of Ohio

District 4: Cuyahoga, Ashtabula, Lake, 
Portage and Summit counties of Ohio

District 5: Michigan
District 6: Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Wis-

consin and Minnesota
Members of the SNPJ National Athletic 

SEE SNPJ ATHLETIC BOARD
ON PAGE 4

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The 2016 SNPJ Winter 
Classic Bowling Tournament, co-hosted by 
Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 and Strabane, Pa., Lodge 
138, is scheduled the weekend of Feb. 19-21.

The men will bowl doubles and singles 
Friday evening and Saturday at the Strabane 
Lodge 138 lanes. Women will bowl doubles 
and singles Saturday at the Sygan Lodge 6 
lanes. Team competition will be held Sunday, 
with the men bowling at Sygan Lodge 6 and 
the women bowling at Strabane Lodge 138.

With only eight miles separating these 
two active Lodges, we’re looking forward 
to a great weekend filled with fun and fra-
ternalism. All SNPJ bowlers are invited and 
encouraged to participate in this tournament. 
Food will be available at both Lodge halls 
throughout the weekend. 

Be sure to stop by Strabane Lodge 138 
on Friday evening for a performance by the 
band LocaL from 9 p.m. until midnight. 
The fun continues on Saturday at Sygan 
Lodge 6 as Outlaw Karaoke with DJ Dave 
McMurdy will be taking requests from 8 
p.m. until midnight.

SNPJ Winter 
Classic Bowl 
returning in 
late February

And the winner is...
The $100 winner of the fourth quarter drawing in 

the 2015 SNPJ Recommender Program is:
Janice Tercek, Lodge 749, Johnstown, Pa.

Congratulations, and thank you for participating!

EUCLID, Ohio — The members of 
Loyalites Lodge 158 will hold their Febru-
ary meeting on Thursday, Feb. 11, at the 
Slovenian Society Home (Recher Hall) 
in the upper bar annex. The meeting will 
begin at 7 p.m. We hope to see you there.

LINDA GORJUP
Lodge 158 Secretary

Feb. 11 meeting slated 
for Loyalites Lodge 158

by KATHY PAULENICH (776)
SNPJ Heritage Center Committee

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — Winter has 
finally hit the eastern United States after a beau-
tiful fall season and a very mild start to winter. 
We all knew it was just a matter of time, but 
on the sunny side of the weather, there’s only 
a month or two of winter left. Then we’ll be 
looking forward to the opening of the season at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center... and that certainly 
brings a smile to my face.

To all of you snowbirds, please take note that 
Florida SNPJ Days will take place in Samsula, 
Fla., at SNPJ Lodge 603 on Friday and Saturday, 

Feb. 26 and 27. The Marc Bouchard Orchestra 
will perform on Saturday from 1 to 5 p.m., 
with button box jam sessions planned during 
the band’s breaks. Dinners will be available.

Make your reservation at a local hotel and 
enjoy a fun weekend with all of your SNPJ 
friends. Florida SNPJ Days has always been a 
reunion of working northern friends and retired 
snowbirds spending the winter in the south.

The SNPJ Heritage Center Committee will 
be meeting soon to finalize plans for our Fam-
ily Fun Heritage Weekend, scheduled June 10 
and 11. I will keep you updated on this event 
in future articles.

Details for the greatest event of the year at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Slovenefest, are 
available on the website, www.slovenefest.com. 
Flyers have been printed and, as always, I’m 
excited for the entertainment!

Reservations at local hotels should be made 
now since the rooms fill quickly. The dates for 
Slovenefest are July 8-10. If you have never 
attended Slovenefest, I suggest you put this 
activity on your bucket list; it’s an event you 
don’t want to miss!

 I hope I brought some sunshine into your 
day by looking forward to some exciting sum-
mer plans.

Heritage Center warming up with a look to summer

by JEANNETTE HUMPHREY
Lodge 603

SAMSULA, Fla. — SNPJ Lodge 603, located 
in beautiful downtown Samsula, is gearing 
up for another Florida SNPJ Days weekend, 
scheduled this year for Feb. 26-27. We hope 
you’re planning to come and enjoy some polka 
music, good food and drink, and the enjoyment 
of being together as we celebrate our Slovenian 
heritage and fraternalism.

On Friday, Feb. 26, the polka festival opens 
at 4 p.m. right here in Samsula at the Lodge 603 
Hall, 421 North Samsula Dr. Have your appetite 
ready for some eating enjoyment before Bob 
Turcola and Bob Kravos take the stage from 5 
to 9 p.m. Admission on Friday is $5.

The Lodge 603 Hall opens at noon on Satur-
day, Feb. 27, with music from the Marc Bouchard 
Orchestra from 1 to 5 p.m. This will be Marc’s 
final year entertaining here at the Lodge as he 

Soak up the sun at Lodge 603 
during 2016 Florida SNPJ Days

plans to move north in the near future. Nancy 
Bass has volunteered to operate the kitchen on 
Saturday, and you’ll want to eat several times 
since the food is always so good! Admission 
on Saturday is $10.

We are so happy to hear that Miss SNPJ 2016 
Julie Rockwell (138) will be in attendance! Julie 
is the daughter of Bob and Jan Rockwell (138), 
and the granddaughter of Tony and Josie Bole 
(138). Julie has been an active SNPJ member all 
her life. She is a recent graduate of Penn State 
University, where she earned a bachelor’s degree 
in kinesiology with a minor in biology.  Julie’s 
visit to our Lodge is another added benefit of 
the Society, as it is providing her with the trip.

In addition to having Julie as our guest, we are 
delighted that SNPJ National Secretary Karen 
Pintar will also be flying in to spend time with 

SEE FLORIDA SNPJ DAYS
ON PAGE 8

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The Fraternal De-
partment is collecting e-mail addresses 
for SNPJ athletic programs. If you would 
like to receive periodic e-mails contain-
ing information about these programs, 
e-mail Fraternal Director Kevin Richards 
at krichards@snpj.com.

KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

Stay updated on SNPJ 
athletics through e-mail
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Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society
• FEB. 6 .........Midway, Pa., Lodge 89 community 

bingo in the upstairs hall; 6 p.m. Kitchen 
will be open.

• FEB. 13 .......CAL and Region 3 snow tubing event 
at Alpine Valley Ski Resort, Chesterland, 
Ohio; 2-5 p.m. Food and beverages to 
follow at the SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio. 
The cost is $25 per person. Deadline 
to register is Feb. 7. For details contact 
Linda Gorjup at (216) 650-1279, (440) 
853-8776 or lmg1020@att.net.

• FEB. 14 .......Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 no-tap bowling 
tournament at the Sygan Bowling Center. 
Open to the first 48 bowlers. Sign up in 
the Lodge 6 clubroom or by calling the 
Lodge at (412) 221-9862.

• FEB. 14 .......Herminie, Pa., Lodge 87 jam ses-
sion. All musicians welcome. Food will 
be available. For information contact 
Shirley Bailley at (724) 864-1606.

• FEB. 19-21 ..SNPJ Winter Classic Bowling Tour-
nament co-hosted by Sygan, Pa., Lodge 
6 and Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138. Friday 
entertainment at Lodge 138 featuring 
LocaL from 9 p.m. to midnight; Saturday 
entertainment at Lodge 6 by Outlaw 
Karaoke from 8 p.m. to midnight.

• FEB. 20 .......CAL Sweetheart Doubles Bowl-
ing Tournament at Wickliffe Lanes in 
Wickliffe, Ohio. For details phone Linda 
Gorjup at (440) 853-8776.

• FEB. 21 .......Fontana, Calif., Lodge 723 hosts 
the Fontana Button Box Club Spring 
Fling at the Fontana Slovene Hall; 2-6 
p.m. For additional information contact 
Frank Rote by phone at (909) 987-8714 
or by e-mail at butnboxr@aol.com.

• MAR. 5 ........Midway, Pa., Lodge 89 community 
bingo in the upstairs hall; 6 p.m. Kitchen 
will be open.

• MAR. 5 ........Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 and SASC 
Olympics: events in bowling, darts, pool 
and bean bag toss. Cost is $20. Deadline 
to register is March 3. For details phone 
the Lodge at (412) 221-9862.

• MAR. 12-13 .... Fontana, Calif., Lodge 723 hosts 
the Old School Band at the Fontana Slo-
vene Hall; 2-6 p.m. For more information 
contact Frank Rote at (909) 987-8714 or 
butnboxr@aol.com.

• MAR. 13 ......Herminie, Pa., Lodge 87 jam ses-
sion. All musicians welcome. Food will 
be available. For additional information 
contact Shirley Bailley by calling (724) 
864-1606.

• MAR. 19-20 ... Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 and SASC 
in-house bowling tournament. Sign up 
in the Lodge 6 clubroom or by calling 
the Lodge at (412) 221-9862.

• MAR. 20 ......... Fontana, Calif., Lodge 723 hosts 
the Dave Miron Band at the Fontana 
Slovene Hall; 2-6 p.m. For information 
contact Frank Rote at (909) 987-8714 or 
butnboxr@aol.com.

• APR. 2 ........Midway, Pa., Lodge 89 community 
bingo in the upstairs hall; 6 p.m. Kitchen 
will be open.

• APR. 2 ........Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 Couples Nite 
Out in the Sunshine Room featuring live 
music, dinner, dancing and prizes. For 
tickets e-mail brandlk64@yahoo.com.

• APR. 3 .........Fontana, Calif., Lodge 723 jam 
session at the Fontana Slovene Hall; 2-6 
p.m. Open to all musicians. For details 
contact Frank Rote at (909) 987-8714 or 
butnboxr@aol.com.

• APR. 9 ........SLO-ISH Bowling Tournament co-
hosted by Loyalites Lodge 158 at Wick-
liffe Lanes, Wickliffe, Ohio. For details 
contact Gina Volpe at (440) 205-1618 
or Colleen Frank at (440) 953-3626.

• APR. 16-17 .... Fontana, Calif., Lodge 723 hosts 
the Veritones at the Fontana Slovene 
Hall; 2-6 p.m. For more information 
contact Frank Rote at (909) 987-8714 
or butnboxr@aol.com.

• APR. 24 ......... Fontana, Calif., Lodge 723 hosts 
the Frank Rote Band at the Fontana 
Slovene Hall; 2-6 p.m. For information 
contact Frank Rote at (909) 987-8714 or 
butnboxr@aol.com.

• MAY 1 ..........Fontana, Calif., Lodge 723 jam 
session at the Fontana Slovene Hall; 2-6 
p.m. Open to all musicians. For details 
contact Frank Rote at (909) 987-8714 or 
butnboxr@aol.com.

• MAY 7 .........Midway, Pa., Lodge 89 community 
bingo in the upstairs hall; 6 p.m. Kitchen 
will be open.

• MAY 7-8 ......SNPJ National Bowling Tourna-
ment hosted by Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. Games will be bowled at 
Colonial Lanes, New Castle, Pa., with 
Saturday evening entertainment by 
Mansfield 5 in the Gostilna.

• MAY 15 ........Fontana, Calif., Lodge 723 hosts 
the Chris Thomas Band at the Fontana 
Slovene Hall; 2-6 p.m. For information 
contact Frank Rote at (909) 987-8714 or 
butnboxr@aol.com.

• MAY 15 ........Region 2 no-tap bowling tourna-
ment in the bowling center at Sygan, 
Pa., Lodge 106. Sign up in the Lodge 
6 clubroom or by calling the Lodge at 
(412) 221-9862.

• MAY 22 .......Orange County, Calif., Lodge 786 
Temecula Wine Tasting Picnic at Wiens 
Family Cellars; noon-5 p.m. Wine and 
beer available for tasting. Music by the 
Fontana Button Box Club. Advance 
tickets only. For additional information 
contact Jean Koci at (949) 495-0097 or 
ajkoci@cox.net.

• MAY 27-29 ..... Fontana, Calif., Lodge 723 Memo-
rial Day weekend event at the Fontana 
Slovene Hall. Music by the Fontana 
Button Box Club and Polka Power 
of Sacramento. Special fund-raiser 
for the Wounded Warriors Organiza-
tion. For details contact Frank Rote at 
(909) 987-8714 or butnboxr@aol.com.

• MAY 28 .......CAL Don Gorjup Golf Open at Roll-
ing Greens Golf Course, Huntsburg, 
Ohio. Shotgun start at 9 a.m. For more 
information contact Rick Gorjup at (440) 
354-5001.

Photo submitted by Sis. Barb Bogolin (31).

Honorees Center Stage for Lodge 31 
SNPJ Lodge 31 honored several members celebrating SNPJ 
anniversaries during their Nov. 22, 2015, holiday dinner and 
meeting at Montana’s Rib & Chop House in Hermitage, Pa. 
Among those in attendance were two honorees, 70-year 
member DOLORES TOTH [left] and her sister, 60-year 
member KATHRYN HUGHES. The Lodge congratulates all
those who celebrated SNPJ membership anniversaries in 2015.

by CHARLOTTE PERDAN
Lodge 604

CLEVELAND — Save the date of June 
18, the Saturday before Father’s Day, for 
the first Parkinson’s Moving Day on Wade 
Oval in University Circle in Cleveland.

Have you ever wanted to participate in a 
walk but are unable to walk the mile? This 
is the event for you. Moving Day is about 
different types of movement, from face 
to feet. It’s your chance to join others and 
win the battle against Parkinson’s. Move 
with us by walking, stretching or doing 
some other activity. Together we can raise 
funds and awareness while celebrating the 
importance of movement for us all. And 
if you have little ones, bring them along; 
there will be a Kids Zone.

Maybe you know someone who has been 
diagnosed, or maybe you’ve heard about 
Parkinson’s but don’t really know about the 

disease. Early symptoms of Parkinson’s 
include changes in voice (getting softer or 
hoarser); a feeling of weakness or fatigue; 
the dragging of one leg; facial rigidity; a 
shaking of one hand or the other at rest; and 
changes in handwriting (getting smaller).

You can join or make a donation to our 
team – SLO’s-We Polka for Parkinson’s – 
at www.movingdaycleveland.org. You can 
also set up your own team, sign up as an 
individual or make an anonymous dona-
tion. A team can be one person or many. If 
you know a company or organization that 
would like a table to distribute literature 
or hand-outs at this event, or to become a 
sponsor, please let me know so I can pro-
vide the appropriate information to them.

Looking for an end-of-year, tax-deduct-
ible donation?  It’s not too early to sign up. 
For more information on this event, please 
contact me at (440) 352-0189.

Get moving for a cause: join team 
SLO – We Polka for Parkinson’s

by DOROTHY GRMEK
Lodge 781 Secretary/Treasurer

AVON, Ohio — The members 
of Lodge 781 met at Orchid 
Cafe in the Miller Nature 
Preserve in Avon on Dec. 6, 
2015. There were 17 members 
and two guests in attendance.

Agendas were distributed 
to Lodge members, who ap-
proved donations to the SNPJ 
Scholarship Fund and the 
Slovene Home for the Aged. 
All officers agreed to serve for 
another year.

After enjoying the buffet, 
gift bags were distributed to the 
adults and each youth member 
received an age-appropriate 

gift. Some members toured the 
conservatory which was deco-
rated in a Christmas theme.

The festivities ended around 
12:30 p.m. with everyone ex-
tending Christmas and New 
Year’s greetings to each other.

Lodge 781 members of all ages enjoyed some holiday fun at 
the Miller Nature Preserve in December.

Brunch brings together
Lodge 781 for the holidays

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Fraternal 
Department is pleased to officially open the 
2016 Miss SNPJ Pageant for contestants. I 
would like to extend an invitation to all eli-
gible SNPJ young ladies to become part of 
history and enter the pageant. Contestants 
must be single females between the ages of 
18 and 28 years old by July 10, 2016, and a 
member of SNPJ for at least three months 
at the time of the pageant.

A brochure containing an entry form 
will be mailed out to all eligible female 
members. You can also find an entry form 
on the Miss SNPJ Pageant page of our 
website, www.snpj.org. 

The pageant will take place July 8-10 at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center in the Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. These dates coincide with the 
annual Slovenefest weekend.

The young woman who is crowned Miss 
SNPJ 2017 will win a $2,000 scholarship 
award, and an official crown, banner and 
trophy. Miss SNPJ will receive the opportu-

nity to travel to SNPJ functions across the 
country, and she will appear on the 2017 
SNPJ calendar. The winner of the Miss 
Activity crown will be awarded a $1,200 
scholarship; Miss Talent will receive an 
$800 scholarship award.

Participation in the pageant fulfills 
the activity requirement for the SNPJ 
Scholarship Program. All contestants who 
participate in the pageant will receive a $50 
participant award. In addition, all young 
ladies who enter the pageant before June 
1 will receive a special early-bird bonus 
award of $50.

We welcome donations to the Miss SNPJ 
Pageant Booster Fund to help subsidize the 
costs of hosting these young ladies for the 
weekend. Please make checks payable to 
“SNPJ” and note “Miss SNPJ Pageant” 
on the memo line. Donations should be 
mailed to the SNPJ Home Office, 247 
West Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA  15126. 
Donations will be recognized in the pageant 
program book. 

I’ll see you at a fraternal event soon...

Search begins for Miss SNPJ 2017

The 2015 Miss 
SNPJ Pageant 
entrants. This 

year’s pageant 
will be held during 

Slovenefest 
weekend, July 

8-10, at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center.
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DENISE HERRON
SNPJ Marketing Department

A CENTURY
in the making

Name _________________________________________
Address _______________________________________
City/State/Zip ___________________________________
Number of copies _______________________________

RETURN THIS ORDER FORM TO
Slovene National Benefit Society

247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA  15126-9774

Payment in full must accompany all orders. Make checks payable to SNPJ.
Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery.

Proud of your SNPJ membership? Then you 
owe it to yourself to delve deeper into SNPJ 
history through the pages of An Inspired Jour-
ney — The SNPJ Story: The First One Hundred 
Years of the Slovene National Benefit Society. This 
richly-illustrated chronicle of SNPJ  history is 
available for purchase.

$15.00 each — plus $2.50 s/h
add $1 shipping for each additional copy ordered

SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
Your loyalty with SNPJ is now being rewarded! 

Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
and open your new SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

* Rates are not guaranteed after the first year.
* Guaranteed minimum interest rate of 2.0%.
* No fees are attached to either Loyalty annuity.
* The SNPJ Century 8 Annuity is earning 3.25%; the Century 5 Annuity is earning 
 3.0%. Century series annuities issued prior to 2012 are earning 3.0%

3.5% Loyalty 8 Annuity
3.5% first-year guarantee rate

3.25% in years two through eight
3.0% in year nine and after

3.75% first-year Loyalty Rate 
for conversions 

3.0% Loyalty 5 Annuity
3.0% first-year guarantee rate
3.0% in years two through five

3.0% in year six and after
3.25% first-year Loyalty Rate 

for conversions 

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

CORRECTION 
In the Jan. 1, 2016, PROSVETA issue, the date of birth for 
SNPJ Lodge 749 new member Conar J. McNally was incor-
rectly listed. Conar was born Aug. 1, 2015. Our apologies for 
the error and any confusion it may have created.

Slovenia planning a 
new refugee center
LJUBLJANA (STA) — The Slovenian 
government plans to set up a large new 
refugee accommodation center and shut 
down two existing facilities by the end 
of February, according to information 
released by the Interior Ministry.

The ministry published a proposal 
in early January seeking a facility that 
would accommodate 2,000 to 3,000 
people with at least three-quarters of an 
acre of land and access to the highway 
or railway.

A new center will be required after 
it was decided that the facility in Celje 
would be shut down in mid-January 
and the center in Gornja Radgona, on 
the border with Austria, by the end of 
February, the ministry reported.

There are currently over a dozen 
refugee centers operating around the 
country, but only Dobova, the entry point 
for refugees from Croatia, and the Šentilj 
tent city, on the border with Austria, are 
in regular use. All of the centers were 
in use in the initial stages of the refugee 
surge, but now refugees arrive by train 
at Dobova and are then transported by 
train either to Šentilj or toward Jesenice 
and on to Austria.

By Jan. 12, more than 28,000 refugees 
and migrants had entered Slovenia in 
2016. The total number of refugees and 
migrants who have entered the country 
since mid-October is slowly approach-
ing 425,000.

A new tax for road 
development in the works
LJUBLJANA (STA) — In late Decem-
ber, Slovenian Infrastructure Minister 
Peter Gašperšič announced that a pro-
posed new tax on gasoline and diesel 
purchases to secure money for the de-
velopment of the national road network 
could be intro duced by the summer.

“The ‘infrastructure cent’ will be 
proposed by the Infrastructure Ministry, 
along with the new national infrastructure 
construc tion program,” Gašperšič told 
the press. The draft document could be 
discussed by the government sometime 
in February, after which it would be sent 
to parliament. 

“If everything goes according to plan, 
it will be adopted by the summer. Our 
ambition is that this happens by June 1,” 
Gašperšič said.

The minister first announced the “in-
frastructure cent” earlier in December, 
saying that without the new tax Slove nia 
could only fall back on modest mainte-
nance to prevent a further decline of the 
road network.

The current road tax brings in a total 
of $156 million per year, a sum which 
the infrastructure tax would increase to 
roughly $270 million. The preliminary 
proposal is for the new tax to be phased 
in over the next three years, starting at 
three cents per liter of fuel in 2016, and 
increasing to six cents in 2017 then to 
nine cents from 2018 on.

As retirement age 
climbs, reform is planned
LJUBLJANA (STA) — The retirement 
age for both men and women in Slovenia 
will increase by four months in 2016, 
ushering in the next step in the gradual 
increase of retirement age under the 
2012 Pension Reform. While the reform 
measures are yet to fully kick in, a new 
tightening of retirement conditions is 
already on the horizon.

Women will be eligible for full old-
age pensions at age 59, assuming they 
have worked 39 years and four months. 
Late arrivals to the workforce can retire 
at 63 with 20 years of employment, or 
at 65 with at least 15 years of service.

For men, full old-age pensions kick in 
at the age of 59 and four months if they 
have worked 40 years. Early retirement 
is available at the age of 65, provided 
at least 15 years of service have been 
attained. 

In 2016, the Pension and Disability 
Insurance Institute has estimated paying 
out $5.4 billion in pensions and related 
expen ditures, a figure that is projected 
to increase to $5.6 billion the following 
year. To stem the growing pension ex-
penditures, which are expected to surge 
after 2020 under current projections, 
new pension reform measures will be 
required, an issue repeatedly emphasized 
by international organizations.

The government has indicated that 
the results of a study conducted by the 
Ministry of Labor, the Family and Social 
Affairs would serve as the groundwork 

for debate leading up to the passage of 
new legislation.

Given the increasing number of 
pensioners (there are currently about 
612,000 recipients of various pensions in 
a population of 2.1 million), the reform 
will most likely involve an increase of 
the retirement age. But pension reform 
must also be supplemented with a reform 
of long-term care, a system similar to 
pensions, if the program is to remain 
financially sustainable.

The main issue regarding the system 
of long-term care will be which sources 
to tap. Some clarity is expected soon, 
when the Health Ministry unveils its 
long-awaited analyses of the healthcare 
and long -term care systems.

The ministry first started drawing up 
a law on long-term care a decade ago, 
but repeated attempts at implementa-
tion failed when ever it came to finding 
sources of finance.

The European Commission has 
projected that Slovenia’s outlays for 
long-term care will increase at a rate 
that is well above the EU average. In 
2013, Slovenia spent 1.3 percent of GDP 
on long-term care, a figure projected to 
increase 0.3 percent by 2020, assum ing 
no policy change.

Survey: educated young
people leaving Slovenia
LJUBLJANA (STA) — A recent survey 
conducted by the Slovenian Statistics 
Office has confirmed that young, highly 
educated Slovenians are leaving the 
country in growing numbers.

As of Jan. 1 this year, over 13,000 
Slovenian citizens between the ages 
of 25 and 39 were living abroad. The 
population in this age group is gener-
ally considered to be the most mobile, 
according to statisticians.

One-third of the group had a college 
education, and more than half moved out 
of Slovenia in the last four years. Among 
the latter group, 41 percent were college 
educated. This group included more 
than 300 people with masters degrees or 
doctorates. Among the two-thirds whose 
foreign addresses were recorded, most 
resided in Austria, Germany and Croatia, 
the Statistics Office reported.

Statistics indicate that the number 
of educated young people leaving the 
country is growing: a total of 413 people 
between the ages of 25 and 39 left Slove-
nia in 2010; four years later that number 
tripled to 1,210.

Of all Slovenian citizens who were 
born in the country and are between 25 
and 39, some 3,600 had lived abroad 
but returned to their homeland by Jan. 
1 of this year.

Meanwhile, 56,500 people between 
the ages of 25 and 39 who were born 
abroad were living in Slovenia on Jan. 
1, 2016, of which 20,000 had Slovenian 
citizenship. Some 600 of this group had 
moved to Slovenia within the past five 
years, and a quarter of them had a col-
lege education.

Slovenian patrol boat 
a life saver at sea
AUGUSTA, Italy (STA) — The Triglav, 
Slovenia’s multi-purpose patrol boat, has 
been participating in the Sophia anti-
trafficking mission in the Mediterranean 
for more than two months, and by the end 
of 2015 had recued 579 people from the 
sea as part of the EU campaign, according 
to Triglav Commander Andrej Pečar.

The 37-member crew of the Triglav 
participated in five rescue actions from 
mid-October through late December, 
including four in which migrants were 
taken aboard the vessel.

“The primary task of the Triglav is to 
prevent migrant trafficking, but another 
of its duties is to help migrants in dis-
tress,” Pečar explained. Almost the entire 
crew participates in rescue operations if 
a larger number of migrants is in ques-
tion; for example, more than a hundred.

All migrants who are boarded on 
the Triglav are registered and provided 
medical attention if necessary, and then 
handed over to the larger ships participat-
ing in the mission.

According to Pečar, all vessels from 
which the Triglav has saved migrants 
have been destroyed and pose no threat 
to traffic at sea. “The boat’s crew has no 
power to investigate the migrants who 
may be potential traffickers, a job cur-
rently handled by the Italian authorities. 

The crew can only give hints,” Pečar 
added.

The number of migrants attempting 
to cross the Mediterranean is decreasing 
as the winter weather has made the sea 
become choppy.

Slovenian helicopter and
lab added to NATO force
LJUBLJANA (STA) — The Slovenian 
Armed Forces will be involved in two 
capacities within the NATO Response 
Force this year: a medical evacuation 
helicopter and a radiological laboratory.

Those staffing the helicopter and 
laboratory are on standby throughout 
the entire year, with a response time of 
five days from deployment, according 
to a press release from the Slovenian 
Armed Forces.

The radiological laboratory will join 
the Multinational Chemical Biologi-
cal Radiological and Nuclear Defense 
Battalion in Poland, while the medivac 
helicopter will be under the NATO air 
component command in Italy.

The formation of temporary response 
capabilities is a consequence of the 
implementation of the Readiness Action 
Plan adopted at the 2014 NATO Summit 
in Wales to ensure the alliance is ready 
to respond swiftly and firmly to new 
security challenges.

“This year Slovenia is thus provid-
ing capabilities for immediate response 
forces in the Very High Readiness Joint 
Task Force,” the release reads.

New car shipment record 
at Port Koper in 2015
KOPER (STA) — Port operator Luka 
Koper set a new record by shipping 
600,000 cars in 2015, which is the largest 
number of vehicles transported in one 
year since the port launched car ship-
ments. The previous record was set in 
2008, when 570,000 cars were shipped.

“This figure puts us among the top port 
operators in the Mediterranean region. 
We expect even better results next year 
due to new business connections with 
the Far East,” said Luka Koper CEO 
Dragomir Matič.

Koper placed itself on the map of 
ports for car shipments in 1990 when it 
launched cooperation with South Korean 
auto maker Hyundai. In subsequent years 
the transportation route through Koper 
became increasingly utilized by other 
Korean and Japanese auto manufactur-
ers. This eventually attracted business 
with the Volkswagen group and other 
European auto makers.

The port recently joined forces with 
Mercedes-Benz and established a new 
cargo liner service, with the goal of 
raising its number of car shipments to 
the Far East. Port Koper is currently 
collaborating with about 30 European 
and Asian car makers.

The port operator set two other 
milestones in 2015 by shipping 700,000 
cargo containers during the year, and by 
shipping more than 20 million tons of 
goods as of mid-December.

Work on Ljubljana’s first
five-star hotel launched
LJUBLJANA (STA) — The construc-
tion of what will be Ljubljana’s first 
five-star hotel began in the city center 
in late December. The 21-story, upscale 
facility is expected to open its doors in 
2017 and will become the tallest building 
in the Slovenian capital.

Hotel Intercontinental Ljubljana is 
being built by Delta Holding, a Serbian 
entity owned by one of the coun try’s 
richest persons. The hotel is currently 
the biggest investment by Delta Hold-
ing in the EU, with an estimated value 
of $45 million. 

The company says the hotel will be the 
tallest and the most spectacular building 
in Ljubljana. The facility will include 165 
rooms, two banquet halls for 500 people, 
several conference halls, a presidential 
suite, a spa and a gym. The top floor will 
house a restaurant offering a panorama 
view of Ljubljana. The hotel, which is 
projected to employ around 200 people, is 
expected to attract an executive clientele.

The hotel is being erected on a site 
north of the medieval city center, which 
Delta Holding purchased from fruit 
trading company Rastoder, which had 
formerly purchased the property from a 
bankrupt estate.
The articles comprising this feature have been 
reprinted with permission from the Slovenian 
Press Agency (STA).

I t’s already the end of January, and if you are like most 
people your New Year resolutions have already been 
forgotten. And you’ll have lots of company – it has been 

shown that 88 percent of people who make resolutions 
fail to keep them. We can blame the Babylonians for this 
extra guilt that we start the year with; they started this crazy 
tradition by making promises to their gods at the beginning 
of each new year.

But don't worry if you’re off to a slow start. There are 
some who contend that resolutions should be made on 
a monthly basis instead of for the entire year. Renewing 
your resolutions monthly gives you the chance to review 
your strategy and gives you a better probability of suc-
cess. Another way to assure success is to make sure your 
resolutions are reasonable and that you aren’t “shooting 
for the moon.” You don't want to give yourself a reason to 
quit down the road because you decide it’s too hard and 
you won’t be able to do it anyway.

Make your resolutions specific: a generic resolution 
that isn’t measurable will definitely set you up for failure.  
Instead of saying you are going to lose 50 pounds, set the 
goal of losing five pounds this month, and then five pounds 
the following month. Instead of saying you’re going to be 
better at saving money this year, set a goal to save $50 
this month and $50 the next month. Make your goal simple 
but flexible, and plan out how you are going to get there. In 
other words, map out the path to your goal like you would 
map out a road trip. If June is your vacation month, plan 
to save less that month or skip it altogether. If it’s in the 
overall plan from the beginning, then it shouldn’t derail the 
trip or break the momentum.

A great place to put that money each month is in an 
annuity with SNPJ. It would fit in nicely with your savings 
plan because it is very flexible. You can make a deposit 
at any time for any amount, or you can set up payments 
to be withdrawn every month from your checking account 
so you’re sure not to forget. If you stick to your plan by 
depositing $50 per month into a Loyalty 8 that is earning 
3.5 percent, within 20 years you will have saved over 
$17,000! Just knowing what the end result could be will 
certainly be an incentive to stay on track and keep sending 
in that $50 every month.

Contact your Lodge secretary, local agent or the SNPJ 
Home Office to find out more about our 
Loyalty Annuities and how we can help 
you keep your New Year resolution.
• Thought for the Week — The new 

year will be like the old one if you keep 
on doing the same old things.

Jean-Paul Malfatti

New Year Resolutions
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PROSVETA Crossword
Winter Fun (#0216) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. Appear like a chick
6. Unit of electrical resistance
9. “____ the word”
13. Convex molding
14. Honey maker
15. Japanese-American
16. Russian author of “Dead Souls”
17. “C’____ la vie!”
18. English county
19. *Students’ winter delight?
21. *Apres-ski site
23. Goose egg
24. *Snow ____
25. Old aerosol can propellant
28. Post WWII military alliance
30. Lorraine’s neighbor
35. Word of mouth
37. Drug smuggler
39. “____ ____ a high note”
40. Orange traffic controller
41. Parting words
43. Bookie’s quote
44. Like draft beer
46. Apiece
47. 7 days
48. Made amends
50. Clarified butter
52. Like martini or humor
53. Justice’s garb
55. A late time of life

57. *He stole Christmas
60. *Frosty, e.g.
64. ____ profundo
65. Tropical American cuckoo
67. Index and middle 
 fingers extended
68. Furiously angry
69. Container for liquids
70. Island off Manhattan
71. “Lights out” signal
72. Weary traveler’s destination
73. *Toboggans

DOWN
1. The ____, Washington’s
 offensive line, 1980s-90s
2. Shakespeare’s hometown river
3. A meal order for takeout
4. Pierrot or Harlequin, e.g.
5. ____ ____, as in breath
6. Be obedient
7. “For ___ a jolly...”
8. Subway in Paris
9. Japanese soup
10. Brezhnev’s country
11. Track event
12. Half dozen
15. Get cozy
20. Remember this battle site!
22. Baseball stat
24. Autumn attraction

25. *Popular hot winter beverage
26. Can be hot or cold, 
 according to meteorologists
27. Ann Patchett’s novel “Bel ____”
29. *Donut-shaped sled
31. *Chionophobia is 
 fear or dislike of this
32. Supplemented
33. Computer programmer
34. Glorify
36. With little fat
38. Make a sketch
42. “Two and a Half Men” star
45. Popular anise-flavored liqueur
49. *He’s busy during 
 cold and flu season
51. Runs off
54. Indian vegetable fritter
56. Inhabit
57. Greek personification of Earth
58. Invitation request
59. a.k.a. The Islamic State
60. *Capricorn or Aquarius
61. Tom, not Tabby
62. Battery fluid
63. Famed loch
64. Club alternative
66. Mother Teresa, e.g.

The solution to puzzle #0216 will 
run in the March 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media

by PHYLLIS WOOD 
Lodge 723 Secretary/Treasurer

FONTANA, Calif. — Happy New 
Year! Lodge 723 members held their 
annual meeting in November 2015, 
at which time the election of officers 
was held. Eric Wood will serve as 
president, Jean Turnbull as vice 
president, Phyllis Wood as secretary/
treasurer and Frank Rote will keep 
us in line as sergeant-at-arms. Our 
remaining Lodge meetings in 2016 
are scheduled for March 20, May 15, 
Sept. 17 and Nov. 13. Meetings are 
held at the Fontana Slovene Hall and 
start at 12:30 p.m. All meetings are 
held just prior to a scheduled dance.

The first Lodge 723 community 
activity is our ongoing collection of 
soda can pull-tabs for donation to the 
Loma Linda Ronald McDonald House 
in May for Join Hands Day. Each year 
we take the pull-tabs we’ve collected 

to the Ronald McDonald House and 
they purchase many items needed by 
the families that live there temporar-
ily while their children undergo care 
at Loma Linda University Medical 
Center or another local hospital. 

Please consider popping the tabs 
off your soda cans and bringing them 
to the Fontana Hall any time. Many 
of our Lodge members and friends 
collect them at home and work, and 
make a significant contribution each 
year. Contact Phyllis Wood at (951) 
743-2098 for information.

Our annual holiday open house 
was held Dec. 6, 2015, with many 
Lodge 723 members and friends of 
the Fontana Hall in attendance. The 
generosity of those who attended 
was amazing and much appreciated 
by the Toys for Tots representatives. 
They complimented us on our efforts 
and commitment to this annual event. 

Everyone had a good time as the 
holiday spirit prevailed. Good food, 
good times and good friends was the 
theme of the afternoon.

The Lodge and Hall wound up 
2015 with a fun and awesome event, 
“New Year’s Eve in New York.” At 9 
p.m. Pacific Time, we rang in the New 
Year with a champagne toast and lots 
of noise, just as if we were in Times 
Square in New York City, where it 
was midnight. The Frank Rote Band 
provided a wonderful variety of music 
in addition to polkas and waltzes, 
which delighted the attendees. And 
everyone was home before the crazies 
got out on the road. If you missed this 
event, please join us at the end of 2016 
for a good time!

Coming up on our calendar, in col-
laboration with the Fontana Slovene 
Hall, is the Sweetheart Dance featur-
ing the Fontana Button Accordion 

Club on Sunday, Feb. 21, from 2 to 6 
p.m. Please note that the March 6 jam 
session has been cancelled due to the 
Pust celebration in San Francisco on 
the same date. Consider joining many 
Slovenians for this wonderful event 
at the San Francisco Slovene Hall. 
Contact Diane Kresevich for further 
information at (650) 588-3836.

March will also bring the Chris 
Thomas Band to the Fontana Slovene 
Hall on Sunday, March 20, from 2 to 
6 p.m. Chris has become very popu-
lar with dance attendees. Comedy 
prevails throughout his performance, 
and the band’s Cleveland-style polkas 
and waltzes are wonderful!

Also of note are the Polish bands 
performing at the Fontana Slovene 
Hall, particularly if you love to do the 
Polish hop. Join us March 12-13 for the 
Old School Band from Ohio, and April 
16-17 for the Veritones from Arizona. 

All dances are scheduled from 2 to 6 
p.m. We enjoy hosting these visiting 
bands and love sharing our Slovenian 
culture with our Polish friends.

Although details are not available, 
mark your calendar for Memorial 
Day weekend at the Fontana Slovene 
Hall as Lodge 723 co-sponsors a long 
weekend of polka dancing with the 
Fontana Button Accordion Club and 
Polka Power of Sacramento.  Another 
polka weekend to mark on your cal-
endar is the All-Accordion Fest to 
be held Labor Day weekend. Watch 
ProSveTA for more information, or 
contact Eric Wood at (909) 823-1953 
or Frank Rote at (909) 987-8714.  
These two weekends are a guaranteed 
good time!

Lodge 723 and the Fontana Slovene 
Hall wish all of you a happy New 
Year. May all your resolutions still 
be in place!

Plenty of fun events in store for Lodge 723 at the Fontana Slovene Hall

by JEAN KOCI 
Lodge 786 Secretary

ORANGE COUNTY, Calif. — All Lodge 
786 officers and a good number of members 
were greeted with a warm welcome at the 
beautiful home of Ana and Norbert in Santa 
Ana, Calif., Jan. 9. Although it wasn’t a very 
busy meeting, we did take care of our annual 
audit, an annual financial report, a report on 
our L.A. Kings hockey outing, and a discus-
sion on the upcoming Wine Tasting Picnic 
scheduled May 22. We also announced the 
details for this summer’s Young Adult Con-
ference and TEL Workshop events.

Our 2016 calendar was pretty much de-
cided at our December meeting and a new 
Lodge calendar will be sent out soon. We 
were excited to receive several copies of a 
DVD produced by our “in-house” photog-
rapher and video expert, Mike Bajc. He and 
his lovely wife Marie are newer members of 
Lodge 786. They thought it would be fun to 
share a video of the activities at the Vinska 
Trgatev hosted by the California Federation 
in November. Thanks to Mike, we now have 
a great remembrance of all the antics that day 
by the players and dancers, and some history 
as well! If anyone is interested in one of these 
DVDs, please let me know.

After the meeting we enjoyed a meal of 
chicken fricassee with rice, several salads, 
a soufflé, a bit of klobase from Cleveland 
(thanks, Mike and Marie!) and a variety of 
tasty desserts. Of course, we always have 
wine and other beverages as well. Thanks to 
all for the potluck items, especially to Ana 
for the delicious main entree.

Fred and Don entertained everyone with 
some music. Connie and Marty Swiderski 
surprised us by showing up after a two-year 
stint in Korea, where Marty had been work-
ing. Welcome back, Connie and Marty! We 
enjoyed hearing about Marty’s experiences 
there, and about the time Connie spent in 
Asia as well.

The next Lodge 786 meeting will be held 
Sunday, March 13, at Lina and Tony’s place 
in San Juan Capistrano, Calif. This is another 
generous family who has offered their home 
as a meeting site, and we very much appreci-
ate it. Watch for details, but plan to attend!

Lodge 786 
launches a new 
year of activity

SNPJ ATHLETIC BOARD
FROM PAGE 1 

Board receive $250 per year for their services. 
The representatives also receive a $250 per 
diem to attend each of the two Athletic Board 
meetings, plus mileage.

Candidates to the Athletic Board may be 
nominated by any SNPJ Lodge or Federation. 

The candidate need not be a member of the 
nominating Lodge, but they must be a member 
of a Lodge in the district they will be represent-
ing. Each Lodge or Federation may nominate 
only one candidate.

To nominate a candidate for the Athletic 
Board, the Lodge or Federation must submit the 
candidate’s name, address, Lodge number and 

certificate number to the Fraternal Director via 
mail or e-mail by March 11. The directors will 
be elected by the SNPJ National Board during 
the March 18 board meeting.

If there are any questions regarding the 
nomination process, please contact me at the 
Home Office by phoning 1-800-843-7675 ext. 
144 or e-mailing krichards@snpj.com.

Nominations open for the SNPJ National Athletic Board

by TONI THOMEY
Lodge 576 Recording Secretary

CLEVELAND — Happy New Year 
to all members of Spartans Lodge 
576! I am pleased to introduce my-
self as your new recording secretary 
for 2016.

This year started off with a holiday 
party at Waterloo Hall where several 
of our members and guests enjoyed 
a delicious catered dinner. We also 
enjoyed a special treat as members 
Joe Novak, Patty Candela and Ja-
cob Young serenaded us with their 
wonderful button box music. Thank 
you to all who attended and brought 
delicious desserts to share. This is 
always such a lovely event.

We also inducted the new Lodge 
576 officers for 2016. Congratulations 
to President Karen Novak, Vice Presi-
dent Patty Candela and Secretary/
Treasurer Lou Novak. I’d also like 
to congratulate Louie Novak, Craig 
Young, Patty Candela and Charlie 
Thomey for being selected as our 

auditors for the year. I look forward 
to working alongside all of you! A 
special thank you goes out to Angie 
Zabjec for formally swearing-in all 
of us.

Several Spartans celebrated 
birthdays in January. Happy birthday 
wishes go out to President Karen 
Novak, Betty Young and Johnny 
Kopcso! Happy birthday to any other 
member who celebrated in January 
that I may have missed.

If you have some wonderful news, 
a special event, a joke or funny story 
to share, please feel free to contact 
me at (216) 744-4710 or e-mail 
athomey28@icloud.com. I would 
love to share our members’ activities 
in my articles throughout the year.

The next Spartans Lodge 576 
meeting will be held at Waterloo 
Hall on Monday, Feb. 8, beginning 
at 6:30 p.m. We will be looking for 
new ways to help our community, 
so please bring any ideas with you. 
I hope to see you all there!

The members of Spartans Lodge 576 enjoyed a festive post-
holiday party featuring live music and plenty of camaraderie.

Spartans Lodge 576 members 
welcome 2016 with holiday fun

by DOUG ELERSICH (566)
Zarja Singing Society

CLEVELAND — We made it! This year we 
are 100 years old. Yes, that’s right;  the Zarja 
Slovenian Singing Society is celebrating its 
100th anniversary this year with two perfor-
mances: our Spring Frolic on April 23 and our 
official Centennial Celebration Concert on Oct. 
30. So please save the dates! Both events will 
be presented at the Slovenian Society Home, 
20713 Recher Ave. in Euclid, Ohio.

This year’s Spring Frolic is titled “The 
Wanderer Returns or Does He Dare Go Back.” 
It’s a story about a man who, because of certain 
circumstances, leaves his village to travel the 
world, but an “emergency situation” compels 
him to return. Of course, twists and turns which 
make the story humorous take place when he 
does come home, and it leads to a surprise 
ending.

The evening will begin with a good dinner 
provided by Joe Tavcar and his staff at 5:30 

p.m., the program beginning at 7, and dancing 
to the Jeff Pecon Orchestra starting at about 8. 
The donation is $27 per person – that’s quite a 
reasonable price for a great evening out. Tickets 
for the program and dance only will be avail-
able for $12.

For more information, please call Barbara 
at (440) 257-2540 or e-mail her at bjelersich@
yahoo.com.

Remember the performance dates: April 23 
and Oct. 30.

Zarja Singing Society celebrating 100 years in 2016



PROSVETA
February 1, 2016www.snpj.org • prosveta@snpj.com 5

2015 SNPJ Family Twosome
Bowling Tournament Results

BANTAMS DIVISION (age 8 and under)
Mother-Son Class Lodge/Circle Score
Cathy & Joey Volpe 564/C-29 642*
Father-Son Class
Tony & Joey Volpe 564/C-29 745*
Grandfather-Grandson Class
Ermando & Joey Volpe 564/C-29 771*
Ken & James Anderson 677/C-29 1,026**
Grandmother-Grandson Class
Maria Binotto & Payton Wagner 138/C-19 517*
Mother-Daughter Class
Carissa & Chloe Boyer 138/C-19 699*
Pam & Devin Paluda 138/C-19 955**
Father-Daughter Class
Adam & Bella Gattdank 786 718*
Grandfather-Granddaughter Class
Gerald Francis & Jocelyn Brown 686 647*
Grandmother-Granddaughter Class
Mary Alyce Francis & Jocelyn Brown 686 695*
Stacey Little & Hailey Ike 138/C-19 736*

(Bantam bowlers rolled a two-game series. In the event that scores 
for three games were submitted, the lowest combined score was deleted.)

PREPS DIVISION (ages 9-11)
Mother-Son Class Lodge/Circle Score
Cathy & Anthony Volpe 564/C-29 596*
Christine & Benci Udovch Gottdank 786 1,142**
Father-Son Class
Steve & Jack Anderson 677/C-29 982*
Tony & Anthony Volpe 564/C-29 1,152**
Grandfather-Grandson Class
Ken & Jack Anderson 677/C-29 799**
Ermando & Anthony Volpe 564/C-29 1,153**
Mother-Daughter Class
Pam & Lauren Hudson 564/C-29 599*
Father-Daughter Class
Carl & Emily Fetcko 138/C-19 610*
Grandfather-Granddaughter Class
Gerald Francis & Madalaine Brown 686 675*
Grandmother-Granddaughter Class
Mary Alyce Francis & Madalaine Brown 686 723*

JUNIORS DIVISION (ages 12-14)
Mother-Son Class Lodge/Circle Score
Pam & Bradley Hudson 564/C-29 609*
Father-Son Class
Vince & Vinny Paris 138/C-19 1,000*
Steve & Erik Anderson 677/C-29 1,257**
Father-Daughter Class
Bob & Erin Lawrence 138/C-19 1,032*
Grandmother-Grandson Class
Lucy Roberts & Alek Boggio 138/C-19 757*
Grandfather-Grandson Class
Ken & Erik Anderson 677/C-29 759*

MAJORS DIVISION (ages 15-18)
Mother-Son Class Lodge/Circle Score
Becky & Jordan Mangione 138/C-19 997*
Beth & Gabe Buciarelli 564 1,138**
Father-Son Class
Bob & Robert Lawrence 138/C-19 1,054*
Carl Fetcko & Zach Keyes 138/C-19 1,168**
Mother-Daughter Class
Kari Fetcko & Lexi Keyes 138/C-19 663*
Beth & Olivia Buciarelli 564 1,130*
Father-Daughter Class
Jeffrey & Jessica Cadez 138/C-19 1,107*
Barth & Olivia Buciarelli 564 1,157**

*Indicates Actual Champion
**Indicates Handicap Champion

by KEVIN RICHARDS
Lodge 106

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Greet-
ings from SNPJ Lodge 106 in 
Imperial!

We’re playing bar bingo on 
the second and fourth Thurs-
days of every month in the 
Lodge 106 clubroom. Come 
on out on those Thursdays, 
sign the weekly book and 
enjoy an evening of bar bingo 
in the Lodge 106 clubroom. 
Special early bird games start 
at 6:30 p.m. and the regular 
games start at 7. Our kitchen 

will be open during bar bingo 
evenings.

On Saturday, Feb. 13, we’ll 
welcome the Frank Palombi 
Band back to the Lodge 106 
clubroom stage from 7:30 
to 10:30 p.m. Musicians are 
welcome and our kitchen will 
be open.

The polkas continue in the 
Imperial Room at Lodge 106 
as we welcome the Dick and 
Jack Tady bands, back to back, 
on Sunday, Feb. 21, from 2 to 8 
p.m. Our kitchen will be open 
during this event.

We head into March by 
enjoying the entertaining music 
of the International Button Box 
Club featuring Garret Tatano 
on the Lodge 106 clubroom 
stage Saturday, March 19, from 
7:30 to 10:30 p.m. Musicians 
are welcome and our kitchen 
will be open.

For the first time ever, 
Lodge 106 will welcome 
Polka Classics, featuring Rob 
Deblander from Detroit, to the 
clubroom stage Saturday, April 
23. Music will run from 7:30  
to 11 p.m. and our kitchen will 

be open.
The 2016 Lodge 106 Sum-

mer Car Cruise schedule is 
being finalized and will be 
available soon.

Would you like to receive 
periodic e-mails from Lodge 
106 about upcoming events and 
important announcements? If 
so, e-mail snpj106@gmail.com 
and we’ll put you on our list. 

Keep track of the activities 
going on at Lodge 106 by vis-
iting the “Upcoming Events” 
page on our website, www.
snpjimperialpa.com.

An entertaining winter at Imperial Lodge 106

Official Proceedings
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
Nov. 3, 2015

The meeting was called to order at 1 p.m. by President Evanish 
with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
The minutes from the Oct. 8, 2015, meeting were read and 
approved.
Reported that we met with the Pennsylvania Insurance Depart-
ment for our annual meeting in Harrisburg, Pa.
Reported that the Executive Committee attended a webinar 
regarding corporate governance led by Pennsylvania Deputy 
Insurance Commissioner Stephen Johnson and held by Saul 
Ewing.
Reviewed a proposal for the revamping of our various websites.
Reported that we received a check in the amount of $26,347.28 
as reimbursement from SNPJ Lodge 254 for grants previously 
given by the Society.
Approved payment of $165 to the California Fraternal Alliance 
for delegate registration for annual meeting.
Approved a donation of $500 to the Slovene Radio Program.
Approved a donation in the amount of $100 to The Salvation Army.
Approved a cultural donation in the amount of $200 to the Cali-
fornia Federation for hosting Vinska Trgatev.
Approved a donation in the amount of $100 to the Slovene Home 
for the Aged Foundation.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:40 p.m.
JOSEPH C. EVANISH
National President/CEO

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO

Looking for information on your 
SNPJ life insurance and annuity 
policies? Log on to www.snpj.org and 
follow the step-by-step instructions.

at your fingertips
information

Badger Jabber
by BOB SMOLE

Lodge 584

MILWAUKEE — On Saturday, Jan. 16, 
the Verbick Memorial Bowling Tourna-
ment took place as scheduled. A large 
group of bowlers gathered at Lucky Lanes 
to participate in this annual fraternal bowl-
ing event. This year’s tournament is now 
history and was completed in fine fashion. 
Everyone in attendance had a wonderful, 
fun-filled day enjoying the fraternal cama-
raderie that comes naturally at one of these 
events. Sis. Mary Donovan’s article in this 
issue follows up with a more detailed report 
of the event. Thanks to Sis. Donovan for 
her effort to make this function possible.

It is with deep sadness that I report the 
passing of a very active SNPJ member 
from the Milwaukee area. Sis. Josephine 
(Yamnik) Kasseckert, a member of Jolly 
Allis Lodge 686, passed away Dec. 24, 
2015, at the age of 88. Josephine was 
the loving wife of Kenneth; dear mother 
of Brothers Charles and Craig (Erica) 
Kasseckert; caring grandmother of Abigail 
and Natalie; and sister of Yousty Schneider 
and Arthur Yamnik. She was also survived 
by nieces, nephews, other relatives and 
many friends. Josephine was preceded in 
death by sisters Frances Slayton and Ann 
Matthews, and brothers Anton, Bartone 
and Albin Yamnik.

A Mass of Christian Burial was cel-
ebrated for Sis. Kasseckert at St. Rita’s 
Church, followed by entombment at Mt. 
Olivet Cemetery. Sis. Kasseckert’s family 
members are active in Jolly Allis Lodge 
686, and their presence was always noticed 
and much appreciated at the annual SNPJ 
picnics of years past. Their usual station 
was at the main gate, greeting guests and 
selling tickets.

Josephine was part of and participated 

in the Milwaukee SNPJ Balina League 
for many years. The Kasseckert name is 
always present at the Slovenian functions 
in and around the Milwaukee area.  Fare-
well, Sis. Josephine Kasseckert. You will 
be missed but not forgotten.

The first regular Badger Lodge 584 
meeting of 2016 was called to order by 
President Tim Donovan at 7 p.m. on Jan. 
14 in the Mary Queen of Heaven Gym in 
West Allis, Wis. A moment of silence was 
observed for deceased member Sis. Jose-
phine Kasseckert (686). The minutes of the 
previous meeting were read and approved, 
as were the secretary/treasurer’s reports. 
Communications were read regarding the 
SNPJ Young Adult Conference, scheduled 
to be held at the SNPJ Recreation Center 
June 24-26, and the TEL Workshop, also 
scheduled at the Recreation Center Aug. 
5-7.  Anyone interested in attending either 
of these events is asked to contact Bro. Tim 
or Sis. Mary Donovan at (414) 405-0532. 
Applications must be submitted prior to 
our regular April meeting.

Sis. Jan Gehm gave her USPEH report 
on the New Year’s Eve party. It was indi-
cated that everyone in attendance had an 
enjoyable time. Guests were treated to an 
abundance of food, drink and music that 
kept them on the dance floor.

Prior to the meeting’s adjournment, 
the traditional birthday song was sung to 
celebrants Sis. Judy Price and Bro. Tom 
Gehm. Attendance awards were won by 
Bro. Tim Donovan and Sis. Jan Gehm, and 
an additional prize donated by Bro. and 
Sis. Gehm was won by Bro. Don Lesar. 
Coffee and desserts were served immedi-
ately following adjournment.

As mentioned in my last “Badger Jab-
ber” article, the 2016 SNPJ Tony Mlinar 
Sr. Memorial Golf Tournament is raring 
to go. Bro. Tom Schweiger will be at the 
helm for this event and would like you 
to save the date of Saturday, June 4, for 
this fun-filled day on the links. If you are 

interested in taking part, please let Bro. 
Schweiger know.

Since this is his first year, Tom is look-
ing to collect e-mail addresses, phone 
numbers and contact information from 
those who have enjoyed participating in 
the past, and from those who would like 
to participate this year and in the future. 
This information is needed so that Bro. 
Schweiger can get you the latest details 
for this annual golf outing, which has 
been part of SNPJ and Badger Lodge 584 
for many years. You can also stop by Bro. 
Schweiger’s bowling alley, Lucky Lanes, 
at 5014 W. Howard Ave. in Milwaukee; 
give him a call at (414) 543-7110; or send 
him an e-mail at luckylanes13@yahoo.
com. Anyone interested in lending Bro. 
Schweiger a hand in running this event 
or helping out at the event can volunteer 
by calling the number above.

As a reminder to all Badger Lodge 
584 members, the annual local Lodge 
assessment of $3.60 per adult member is 
now due. This assessment is not part of 
the insurance billing you receive from 
the SNPJ Home Office; this is a local 
assessment that covers expenses such as 
the postage and office supplies needed to 
accomplish daily Lodge business. Please 
make your checks payable to “Badger 
Lodge 584 SNPJ” and mail to Secretary/
Treasurer Jeff Mlaker, 6760 S. Ash St., 
Oak Creek, WI  53154.

This assessment is payable each year 
in the month of January. If the assessment 
is not paid, it may affect your ability to 
participate in local and national SNPJ 
events. Please don’t take that chance for 
a mere $3.60. Sit down today, write that 
check and mail it to Bro. Mlaker.

The next regular Badger Lodge 584 
meeting will take place on the second 
Thursday of February, Feb. 11. The meet-
ing will start promptly at 7 p.m. in the 
Mary Queen of Heaven Gym, 2360 S. 106 
St., West Allis. Come on out and join us.

by LINDA GORJUP (158)
Cleveland Athletic League

CLEVELAND — The Cleveland Athletic 
League (CAL) and Region 3 Vice President 
Linda Gorjup (158) are sponsoring an 
afternoon of snow tubing at Alpine Val-
ley Ski Resort, 10620 Mayfield Road in 
Chesterland, Ohio, on Saturday, Feb. 13. 
Grab some friends and join us at Alpine 
Valley from 2 to 5 p.m. to enjoy the slopes. 

When it’s time to warm up, we’ll head 
over to the SNPJ Farm on Heath Road in 
Kirtland, Ohio, for food and beverages.

The cost for this fun-filled day on the 
slopes is $25 per person, which includes 
three hours of tubing as well as food and 
soft drinks back at the SNPJ Farm. We’ll 
have a cash bar with pivo and vino for 
those over 21.

All participants must supply a signed 

release form which can be found on the 
Alpine Valley website, Avohio.com. Chil-
dren under the age of 18 must have parental 
consent on their release form.

What a great way to spend the afternoon 
with your Valentine, a bunch of friends and 
your family! Please contact Linda Gorjup 
at lmg1020@att.net, (216) 650-1279 or 
(440) 853-8776 to reserve your spot. The 
deadline for registration is Feb. 7.

Join CAL for some February fun on the slopes

SNPJ Scholarship Fund Donations
for the months of October and November 2015
Federation of California Lodges ....................$331
 Proceeds from the Vinska Trgatev
SNPJ Lodge 576, Cleveland ......................... $300
 In memory of deceased Lodge members
SNPJ Lodge 723, Fontana, Calif. ................. $200
Frank Kuis Jr., Dilliner, Pa......................... $111.36
Linda Christopher, Hope Mills, N.C. ......... $111.36
Vida Kosir (106), McMurray, Pa. ....................$100
Ruth Roberts (190), Birmingham, Mich. ........$100
SNPJ Lodge 689, Helper, Utah .....................$100
The Fuchs, Carbone & Hendershot families,
Newton, N.J. ....................................................$75
 In memory of Elsie Kluchar
Barry & Diane Bondy, Hillsdale, N.J. .............. $50
 In memory of Elsie Kluchar
Phoebe Aliparo, West Orange, N.J. ............... $50
 In memory of Elsie Kluchar
Barry Fond, Hillsdale, N.J. ............................. $50
 In memory of Elsie Kluchar

SNPJ Lodge 225, Girard, Kan. ....................... $30
 In memory of John Michael Yoger
SNPJ Lodge 225, Girard, Kan. ....................... $30
 In memory of James A. McClendon
James & Laurie Cadez (138), Canonsburg, Pa ...$25
 In memory of Billy Frank
Marlene Tkach (138), Strabane, Pa. ............... $20
 In memory of Sylvia McCullough
Lucille Tomsic (138), Canonsburg, Pa. ........... $20
 In memory of Sylvia McCullough
Bob & Rose Marie Lawrence (138), 
Strabane, Pa. .................................................. $20
 In memory of Sylvia McCullough
Doris White, Canonsburg, Pa. ........................ $20
 In memory of Sylvia McCullough
Edward & Agnes Engel (138), Canonsburg, Pa. ..$20
 In memory of Frank Egizio
SNPJ Lodge 686, West Allis, Wis. ..................$10
 In memory of Bertha Malaczewski

The following donations were made
in memory of Sis. Emma Mavrich (138):

Dennis, Ellen, Catherine & Angela Mavrich (138),
Oberlin, Ohio .................................................. $50
Terry Frantz & Joyce Lipari (138),
Canonsburg, Pa.............................................. $25
Dave, Peggy & Kristen Cushman (138),
Houston, Pa. ................................................... $20
Ken & Andrea Yarkosky & family (138),
Strabane, Pa. .................................................. $20
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Vavrek (138), Strabane, Pa. ..$20
Frank & Amy Mavrich (138), Canonsburg, Pa. ..$20
John (138) & Gertrude Pavlik,
Canonsburg, Pa...............................................$10
Conrad & Janis Yarkosky (138),
Canonsburg, Pa. ............................................. $10

Drew & Debbie Gasper (138), Strabane, Pa. ..$10

Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting
held Sept. 24, 2015, at the SNPJ Home Office, Imperial, Pa.
The meeting was called to order at 1 p.m. 
by Chairman Clifford with Brothers An-
derson, Hervol, Evanish and Lawrence in 
attendance.
A motion was made by Bro. Hervol, second 
by Bro. Anderson, to approve the minutes of 
the Aug. 20, 2015, meeting. Motion approved.
Discussion on the Bon Air Lodge 254 sale of 
property proceeds and Society grant repay-

ment. The Finance Committee will recom-
mend to the National Board that Lodge 254 
retain $4,000 for the Lodge treasury from 
the proceeds of the sale of the property, with 
the remainder returning to the SNPJ toward 
satisfying the Society grants.
A request was received from a member on 
behalf of the Cleveland Farm Board. The re-
quest was tabled until such time as the grant 

request process is followed and all necessary 
paperwork is received.
The next meeting will be held Thursday, Nov. 
12, 2015, at 2 p.m.
Motion to adjourn at 3:20 p.m. by Bro.Anderson, 
second by Bro. Hervol. Motion approved.

ROGER C. CLIFFORD
Chairman

ROBERT J. LAWRENCE
Secretary
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SNPJ Crossword
SWEET TOOTH (#0116) solution

1.

2.

1.

2.

All-Events
$5 per 
person

YES/NO

Highest 
Average
2014-15

Lodge
No.

Doubles & Singles Event 
Entry fee $30 per person

Saturday Only

SNPJ 80th National Bowling Tournament
May 7-8, 2016

1.

2.

3.

4.

Highest
Average
2014-15

Lodge
No.

Four-Person Team Event
Entry fee $60 per team

Sunday Only

Submit bowlers’ names by position in lineup

Team name _____________________________________
Team captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

The entry fee in each event is $15 per bowler, $6.00 of which shall be used 
for prizes, and $9.00 for bowling. An extra $5 is charged to all

who desire to compete for handicap all-events prizes.

Return form, along with fees of $15 per person, per event, to:
John Baselj

742 Mill St. • Bridgeville, PA 15017             
Phone: (412) 398-6659

Make checks payable to SNPJ Lodge 6
ENTRY DEADLINE IS APRIL 15, 2016

All memberships will be verified at the SNPJ Home Office. 
Complete tournament rules are available by contacting the SNPJ 

Fraternal Department, 247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.
Schedule of entries will be posted online at www.snpj.org.

Colonial Lanes
3210 Wilmington Rd. • New Castle, PA 16105  

Phone: (724) 654-5000
www.coloniallanesbowling.com

Doubles & Singles
 Saturday, May 7, 10 a.m.
 Saturday, May 7, 1 p.m.

Team Event
 Sunday, May 8, 10:30 a.m.
 Sunday, May 8, 1 p.m.

sis. royce r. Pfeiffer
• Lodge A18 •

BADEN, Pa. — The members 
of Lodge A18 sadly announce 
the Oct. 3, 2015, passing of 
Sis. Royce Rae Pfeiffer, 50, of 
Freedom, Pa., in Heritage Val-
ley Beaver. She was a 31-year 
member of the Society.

Sis. Pfeiffer was born Aug. 
29, 1965, in Rochester, Pa., 
a daughter of the late Carol 
(Klinesmith) Reynolds. She 
was employed as a tax con-
sultant with H&R Block. An 
avid reader, she also enjoyed 
a variety of online computer 
games and was passionate 
about the Pittsburgh Steelers.

In addition to her mother, 
she was preceded in death by 
her husband of 27 years, Joseph 
Pfeiffer, on June 3, 2013. She 
is survived by three daughters, 
Miranda, Kelley and Trish.

A prayer service was held 
for Sis. Pfeiffer Oct. 8, 2015, in 
Saul-Gabauer Funeral Home, 
Inc., Rochester. Private inter-
ment followed in Sylvania Hills 
Memorial Park, Rochester.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge A18 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 

Pfeiffer’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

sis. KatheriNe a. rosePiler
• Lodge 770 •

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. 
— With sadness, the members 
of Lodge 770 announce the 
Oct. 28, 2015, passing of Sis. 
Katherine Anne Rosepiler, 
85, of Industry, Pa., at the 
Rochester Manor and Villa, 
Rochester, Pa.

Sis. Rosepiler was born 
Sept. 14, 1930, in Beaver Falls, 
Pa., the daughter of the late 
Otto and Ludivika Amthor. 
She had been a resident of 
Industry most of her life, and 
worked as a secretary in the 
parts department at Bob Stout’s 
Garage for many years. After 
retirement, Sis. Rosepiler was 
a dedicated Avon Lady in the 
Industry area, winning many 
sales awards. She was a 24-year 
SNPJ member.

What Katherine loved most 
was farming, gardening and 
polka dancing with her hus-
band, Stephen R. Rosepiler, 
who still resides at Rochester 
Villa. Katherine and Steve 
celebrated their 66th wedding 

anniversary Aug. 20, 2015, 
with an intimate dinner hosted 
by the staff of the Villa.

In addition to her husband, 
Katherine is survived by a son, 
Thomas (Joyce) Rosepiler; two 
grandsons, Joseph Rosepiler 
and Stephen (Amy) Rosepiler; 
two great- grandchildren; and 
many nieces and nephews.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Rosepil-
er Oct. 31, 2015, at St. Blaise 
Parish in Midland, Pa., offici-
ated by Fr. Michael Yaksick. 
Private interment followed in 
Oak Grove Cemetery, Industry.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 770 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Rosepiler’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

SiS. SyLviA K. MccuLLough
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
announce the Nov. 2, 2015, 
passing of Sis. Sylvia Kerin 
McCullough, 80, of Houston, 
Pa., in Donnell House, Wash-
ington, Pa.

Sis. McCullough was born 
Aug. 31, 1935, in Houston, a 
daughter of Michael and Mary 
Bernard Kerin. She was a 1953 
graduate of Chartiers High 
School. She was a longtime em-
ployee of Bell Telephone Co. 
and remained a companion to 
many of her Bell Telephone Co. 
alumni throughout the years.

Sylvia enjoyed participating 
in her weekly bowling league at 
SNPJ Lodge 138 in Strabane, 
and remained active by playing 
golf with the Chippewa and 
Village Green ladies leagues.

On Nov. 6, 1954, in Hous-
ton First United Presbyterian 
Church, she married W. Nelson 
McCullough, who survives. 
Also surviving are two sons, 
Bob (Jane) McCullough and 
Dave (Terri) McCullough; four 
grand daughters; a sister, Mary 
Lou Butler; and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

Services for Sis. Mc-
Cullough were held Nov. 5, 
2015, in Hummell & Jones 
Funeral Home, Inc., Wash-
ington. Private interment fol-
lowed in Oak Spring Cemetery, 
Chartiers Twp., Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Sis. 
McCullough’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

Bro. roNald r. Miles
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — With 
sadness, the members of Lodge 

138 announce a second loss 
with the Nov. 3, 2015, passing 
of Bro. Ronald R. “Floozy” 
Miles, 62, of Washington, Pa., 
in Kindred Hospital, Oakdale, 
Pa.

Bro. Miles was born Feb. 
27, 1953, a son of the late 
Robert and Clare Jean Miles. 
A graduate of Washington 
High School and Pittsburgh 
Aeronautics, he was employed 
by Boeing Aircraft in Wichita, 
Kan., for six years. Returning 
to Washington in 1979, he at-
tended the Pennsylvania State 
Police Academy, graduating in 
1979. He then worked for the 
Ellsworth Police Department 
and East Washington Borough 
Police for 28 years, retiring in 
September 2015.

In addition to his SNPJ 
membership, Ronald was a 
member of the Arms Club, Pu-
laski Club, Sons of American 
Legion, Keystone Club, Loyal 
Order of Moose, Masonic 
Lodge and Blue Knights of 
Pittsburgh. He enjoyed rid ing 
his Harley, traveling with the 
Blue Knights and spending 
time on his computer.

Surviving are an uncle, 
Elmer R. “Maggi” McCoy; his 
best friends, Kenny and Kathy 
Schriskey; and several cousins.

Services for Bro. Miles were 
held Nov. 7, 2015, in Nichol 
Funeral Home, Washington, 
officiated by Pastor Linda 
Mankey. Interment will fol-
low in Forest Lawn Gardens, 
McMurray, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our condolences to Bro. 
Miles’ family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. Walter i. KostKa
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
announce a third loss with 
the Nov. 5, 2015, passing of 
Bro. Walter I. Kostka, 84, of 
Canonsburg, Pa., in his home.

Bro. Kostka was born July 1, 
1931, in Canonsburg, a son of 
the late Joseph and Josephine 
Jasper Kostka. He attended 
Weavertown Grade School 
in Canonsburg, graduated 
from Trinity High School in 
Washington, Pa., and earned 
a bachelor of arts degree in 
business from Waynesburg 
College. He then enlisted in the 
U.S. Marine Corps and served 
for two years.

Slovenian Savings & Loan 
in Strabane employed Walter 
for 34 years as treasurer, on 
their board of directors and 
then as president.

In addition to his SNPJ 
membership, he was a member 

of Holy Trinity National Catho-
lic Church in Wash ington. 
He enjoyed reading, golfing, 
bowling and walking.

On June 5, 1954, Bro. Kost-
ka married his wife of 61 years, 
Beverly Kendall, who survives. 
Also surviving are two children 
Pamela Salat (fiance Frank 
Yuvan) and Jeffrey (Carol) 
Kostka; four grand children; 
a great-granddaughter; and 
many nieces and nephews.

In addition to his parents, he 
was predeceased by a daughter, 
Lisa Shipley; and two sisters, 
Genevieve Dombrowski and 
Nellie Kogut.

A Mass was celebrated for 
Bro. Kostka Nov. 9, 2015, at 
Holy Trinity National Catholic 
Church. Interment followed in 
Forest Lawn Gardens, McMur-
ray, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Kostka’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. harold P. PerNiseK
• Lodge 665 •

PITTSBURGH — With sad-
ness, the Pernisek family and 
the members of Lodge 665 
announce the Nov. 12, 2015, 
passing of Bro. Harold Phillip 
“H.P.” Pernisek, 88, at Con-
cordia of Cranberry Assisted 
Living, Mars, Pa., with family 
present.

Bro. Pernisek was born Jan. 
24, 1927, in Finleyville, Pa., the 
youngest of 10 born to Matthew 
Sr. and Ursula Pernisek. He was 
a World War II Army veteran, 
a staff sergeant with the 304th 
Signal Operations Battallion.

Harold was a Peters Town-
ship High School graduate, and 
a graduate of the American 
Institute of Banking. A long 
career in banking followed at 
Western Pennsylvania Nation-
al Bank (WPNB), Equibank, 
Integra and National City. 
Harold was well-respected 
within the banking community 
and ended his nearly 40-year 
banking career as a senior vice 
president. A short period of 
consulting for The Johnstown 
Savings Bank continued before 
he finally retired to enjoy time 
with family and friends.

In addition to his lifelong 
membership with SNPJ Lodge 
665 in Pittsburgh, Bro. Per-
nisek was also a member of 
St. Mary’s Church in Glen-
shaw, Pa.

Harold was an amazing 
musician. While stationed in 
Japan, he entertained on the 
radio in Tokyo with Charlie 
Walker & The Texas Ramblers. 
He also entertained troops 
aboard one of the ships sta-

tioned there.
Harold was an accordion-

ist and a member of the Larry 
Niles Band. He played in The 
Streamliners Band with his 
brother, Bill Pernisek, on 
the drums, and with the Jack 
Tady Band. Bro. Pernisek was 
fond of Slovenian polkas, and 
performed with the Pittsburgh 
Slovenian Octet as well. He 
performed as a strolling musi-
cian at many parties and events 
throughout the Pittsburgh 
area, but he especially enjoyed 
playing for family and friends 
at their summer home at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center in the 
Borough of SNPJ, Pa. 

Harold was fortunate to 
enjoy years of traveling af-
ter his retirement with his 
beloved wife, Libby. He and 
Libby always looked forward 
to spending the winter in Del 
Rey Beach, Fla., with Walt 
and Liz Abramovich, Libby’s 
sister and her husband. They 
traveled to the west coast, and 
always loved stopping in Las 
Vegas, Nev. Harold and Libby 
enjoyed numerous cruises to 
Mexico and the Caribbean, and 
they were most excited about 
visiting Slovenia to see the 
hometown of Harold’s family. 
It was an amazing experience 
for Harold and Libby to see the 
culture and beauty of the Slo-
venian people and countryside.

Bro. Pernisek was preceded 
in death by his parents, Mat-
thew Sr. and Ursula Pernisek; 
three brothers, Bill, Matthew 
and Albert; and six sisters, 
Pauline, Anita, Bertha, Stella, 
Tillie and Sally. He is survived 
by his wife of 60 years, Libby 
Karam Pernisek; a son, Gary 
(Jennie) Pernisek; a daughter, 
Evon (Dennis) Kowalczyk;  and 
six grandchildren, Matthew 
Kowalczyk, Michael (Tiffanie) 
Kowalczyk, Mark Kowalczyk, 
Stefan Pernisek, Brandon Per-
nisek and Jonathan Pernisek.

A Mass was celebrated for 
Bro. Pernisek at St Mary’s 
Church, Glenshaw.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 665 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Pernisek’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. HAROLD P. PERNISEK (665)

I love you and miss
you so very much...

Amy Mavrich
Lodge 138

In memory of my
friend Karen Russ on
her birthday, Feb. 24
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Photos submitted by Sis. Phyllis Wood (723). 

Tons of Toys, Courtesy of Lodge 723
The Marine Corps Toys For Tots program benefited from 
the efforts of SNPJ Lodge 723 and friends of the Fontana 
Slovene Hall at the annual holiday party held Dec. 6, 2015, 
at the Fontana Slovene Hall. Each year the Lodge holds a 
Toys for Tots drive during this event, with admission being 
a toy and a $5 cash donation. Many people even donated 
additional cash. The Lodge collected 85 toys and $450 
in donations at this benefit [above]. This year’s collection 
point was the Armed Services Recruitment Center, where 
FRANK and DIANA ROTE, and ERIC and PHYLLIS 
WOOD delivered the toys and cash donations [below]. 
The service members present were very grateful for the 
large donations. Special thanks go out to our members 
and friends for their generosity toward this excellent cause.

by LINDA GORJUP
Lodge 158 Secretary

EUCLID, Ohio — Happy New Year 
to friends and family in SNPJland. 

Well you can’t deny that it’s win-
ter in Cleveland anymore; our luck 
just ran out. We are buried in snow, 
or should I say the Eastsiders in the 
snow belt, that is. Ah, that wonder-
ful lake-effect snow! Yuck! As I sit 
here typing this, I can hear the wind 
howling and watch the snow pile up. 
My poor little shih tzu got stuck in a 
snow drift and I had to dig her out.

Loyalites members held their first 
meeting of the new year on Jan. 14. 
We had a nice turnout and discussed 
our plans for the upcoming year. 

We meet every month on the second 
Thursday at the Slovenian Society 
Home (Recher) in the upper hall bar 
annex at 7 p.m. Why not join us? We 
would love your input and ideas.

We reported one new member, Sa-
mantha Parise; and two recent deaths, 
Marilyn Vogrig and Mary Grano. Our 
condolences go out to the Vogrig and 
Grano families.

We missed some January birthdays 
last month. Birthday wishes go out to 
Loyalites Recording Secretary Jan 
Smrdel, John O’Donnell and Judy 
DeFrank.

February birthdays include Joe 
DeFrank, Kevin Gorjup (Feb. 14) and 
Valerie Stevenson (Feb. 3). A very 

happy Birthday to Stephen Godec 
of Houston, Texas, from his mother, 
Eileen Markusic, who is also celebrat-
ing a birthday in February.

It was good to see Karen O’Donnell 
at our meeting. She is looking and 
feeling very well. Best of health and 
good wishes to her. Karen travelled 
to Boston over the Christmas holidays 
to visit her son, daughter-in-law and 
grandchildren. She enjoyed taking 
them to see “Star Wars.”

Eileen Markusic would like to send 
out congratulations to her brother, 
John Vasilko, for becoming a 50-year 
SNPJ member in January. Member 
Dean Moore is celebrating his 50-
year milestone in February. To all of 

our 50-, 60- and 70-year members 
in 2016, be on the lookout for your 
invitation to the Loyalite picnic, which 
is scheduled July 17, during which 
you will be honored. The Lodge gives 
you free admission to the SNPJ Farm 
on that day, as well as a free dinner.    

Gina Volpe informed us that the 
SLO-ISH Bowling Tournament is 
slated for April 9 at Wickliffe Lanes.  
Contact Gina at (440) 205-1618 or 
Colleen Frank at (440) 953-3626 for 
further information.

Finally, I want to remind our 
Young Adults that the deadline to 
register for the SNPJ Young Adult 
Conference is coming up. We will 
be voting for five delegates and five 

alternates at the April 14 Lodge meet-
ing. Please send a letter of intent to 
Linda Gorjup at lmg1020@att.net by 
April 10 or attend the April 14 meet-
ing. Please include your name, age, 
address, phone number and e-mail.  
The Young Adult Conference will 
be held June 24-26.

If any Loyalite member has infor-
mation that they would like to include 
in our monthly articles, please forward 
that information to Linda Gorjup by e-
mail to lmg1020@att.net, or phone me 
at (216) 650-1279 or (440) 853-8776. 
Since ProSveTA is now a monthly 
publication, information must reach 
me before the 16th of each month in 
order to be included in the next article.

A blustery, snowy start to the year for Loyalites Lodge 158 members

by JOHN MLAKAR
Lodge 745 Secretary

SACRAMENTO — Golden 
Valley Lodge 745 finished the 
2015 year with two fun-filled 
activities.

In November, the Lodge 
provided discounted tickets 
to a Sacramento Kings NBA 
game at Sleep Train Arena. 
Members and friends disap-
pointingly watched the Min-
nesota Timberwolves defeat 
the Kings.

In December, the Lodge 
hosted its fifth annual Christ-
mas ice skating and pizza 
party in Old Town Folsom. 

Diego, Philip and Peter Mla-
kar are getting pretty good on 
the ice, and they were “cutting 
it up” quite well. It was nice 
to meet member Andrew 
Meditz’s wife Michelle and 
daughter Emma for the first 
time. Guests Becky Proznick 
and her daughters, Zuzu and 
Leena, joined us as well.

The Lodge would like to 
extend a thank you to Teresa 
Mlakar for providing goodie 
bags for all of the children at 
the event. The Lodge would 
also like to thank Angela 
Miller for the creative and 
colorful event flyers.

[Above] Lodge 745 members cheered on the Sacramento 
Kings during an NBA game in November. [Below] In 
December, members and friends gathered for their annual 
Christmas ice skating and pizza party.

Lodge 745 skates into
2016 with year-end fun

A merry Christmas for Milwaukee youth members
by MARY DONOVAN

Lodge 584

MILWAUKEE — The chil-
dren’s Christmas party spon-
sored by Badger Lodge 584 
was truly a holiday success! 
The kids, young and not-
as-young, enjoyed the many 
activities we arranged for this 
annual event.

The afternoon started with 
creative crafting initiated by 
Dawn Petrovick. She does such 
a great job finding new ideas 
each year, and the kids ate them 
up. It was great to see Karen 
Bolka come back to help with 
the party and crafts. It was also 
particularly fun to see Tatiana 
Ebbinger’s grandparents par-
ticipating in the crafts too. I’m 
confident that crafts are for all 
ages. Thank you to our other 
craft helpers, Eric Donovan 
and Carly Grant.

After crafts, we enjoyed 
the musical talents of Tatiana 
Ebbinger and Jane Lynch. 
Tatiana played the viola while 
Jane played the guitar. They 
also passed out other musical 
accompaniments for the kids to 
play as they sang along.  Many 
songs were performed, but the 
one that really got Santa’s atten-
tion was “Jingle Bells.”  When 

In December, young SNPJ members were treated to a very 
merry Christmas party in Milwaukee.

KAREN BOLKA and 
CARLEY GRANT attended 
the Milwaukee area youth 
Christmas party, returning 
as assistants in 2015.

the kids sang this song loudly, 
in walked Santa himself with 
bells jingling!

Santa took time to call each 
child up, one by one, to discuss 
if they had been naughty or 
nice. After a chat with Santa, 
they discussed what they 
wanted for Christmas. Each 
child listened intently, hoping 
for their name to be called 
next. We had two elf help-
ers, Carley Grant and Bailey 
Phalen. After all the children 
had their presents, we counted 
down from three and everyone 
opened at once. Wrapping 
paper flew amid squeals and 
screams, and all presents were 
unwrapped!

The kids who participated 
in the party included Jocelyn 
and Madalaine Brown; Car-
son Huseonica; Abbie and 
Natalie Kasseckert; Briahna 
Lynch; Joshua, Emily and 
Max Mlaker; and Robert and 
Ashley Petrovick. There were 
11 children in total this year.

No party would be complete 
without food and beverages 
to fuel the holiday festivities. 
Thanks so much to Michelle 
Melton and Bailey Phalen for 
putting the food items together 
and organizing the kitchen. 

Special thanks to Bob and 
Amalie Smole for helping 
make the arrangements for our 
special guest, and for putting 
the hall together.

Saying the party was a suc-
cess is probably an understate-
ment. The committee worked 
so well together, and it was 
especially wonderful that some 
of the volunteers were children 
who had attended the party in 
years past and wanted to come 
back to help make it special for 
the younger kids. Thanks to all, 
and happy New Year!

by MARION VOLPE
Lodge 564 Secretary/Treasurer

DETROIT — Young Ameri-
cans Lodge 564 and Youth 
Circle 29 members held their 
annual bowling and Christmas 
party Dec. 12, 2015, at Five 
Star Lanes in Sterling Heights, 
Mich. This event was well at-
tended, with 18 children and 
26 adults. Most of the adults 
bowled with their children and/
or grandchildren to participate 
in the SNPJ Family Twosome 
Bowling Tournament. District 
5 Athletic Director Ken Ander-
son took care of bringing the 
forms, booking the bowling 
alley, organizing everyone on 
the alleys, and recording the 
scores to submit to the SNPJ  
Home Office. He always does 
a fantastic job.

The high rollers of the day 
were Steve Anderson and Car-
ole Roberts’ grandson James, 
who is a great bowler. It must 
be genetic because the whole 

Holiday party a strike for Detroit youth and adults
family is made up of great 
bowlers!

When bowling finished 
around 4 p.m., we went into 
the party room and had deli-
cious pizza and pop. There 
were also cookies and candy, 
which were also nibbled on 
while everyone bowled. We 
sat around and caught up on 
the latest news. Some of the 
children chatted, while a few 
played video games. Everyone 
enjoyed the day.

After our tummies were 
full, the children received 
goodie bags with candy from 
Lodge 564 and a gift from the 
SNPJ Home Office, as well 
as a $10 gift card from Target, 
also courtesy of SNPJ. The 
children’s bowling and pizza 
were paid for by the Circle, 
while Lodges 564 and 677 paid 
for the pizza and bowling for 
the adults.

Dorothy Anderson was able 
to attend, and we were so happy 

to have her with us. She had 
an operation on her back in 
October, but she is doing great 
and is getting around with a 
walker. Keep up the good work, 
Dorothy, and soon you’ll be as 
good as new!

We also had the pleasure of 

having Mark Decraemer with 
us. He was once a bartender 
in the SNPJ clubroom, and it’s 
been a very long time since 
we’d seen him.

Here’s wishing everyone 
in SNPJland a happy 2016. Na 
svidenje!

The youth turnout was great for the annual holiday bowling 
party co-hosted by Detroit Lodge 564 and Youth Circle 29 at 
Five Star Lanes in Sterling Heights, Mich.

• Receive $10 for each valid referral submitted.
• Every valid referral earns the recommender
 one chance in the Quarterly Drawing for an
 opportunity to win $100.
• Every valid referral also earns the recommender 

one chance in the Year-end Drawing for an
 opportunity to win $500 cash.

By submitting one valid referral,
you have the opportunity to earn

a total of $610 in cash prizes!

Recommender Benefits

The SNPJ Recommender Program provides an 
opportunity for adult members to encourage 
family, friends, children and acquaintances to join 
the Slovene National Benefit Society and take 
advantage of SNPJ’s competitive products and 
numerous fraternal benefits. Not only will you 
be helping a friend and strengthening our Society, 
you’ll also be receiving benefits yourself.

I would like to introduce
_________________________________________

for SNPJ membership
Please contact: __________________________________________
 (Parent or guardian if under age 18)

Address: _______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________

Phone: (             ) _________________________________________

Indicate Preferred Agent ___________________________________
 (Optional)

My Name: ______________________________________________

My Lodge Number: _______________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________

Phone: (             ) _________________________________________

e-mail __________________________________________________

Each individual must be informed that an agent will contact him/her and the referral
must have some interest in SNPJ in order for the recommender to be considered valid.

Complete this coupon and return to
Slovene National Benefit Society

247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA 15126

SNPJ Recommender Program
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50-Year Members
February 2016
 Lodge Member
 5 Cynthia A. Crowley
 5 Laura H. Gezann
 6 Ira D. Atcheson Jr.
 6 Alice J. Luznar
 31 Aleta L. Kudelko
 31 Cyril J. Furlan
 34 Mary Klemen
 41 Rita T. Thaner
 41 Mary A. Loughner
 89 Helen Colussy
 89 Ernest A. Colussy
 106 Thelma J. Meacci
 107 Jean Davis
 120 Elizabeth Mesich DelRe
 138 Jeffrey Alan Clarke
 138 George L. Simms
 158 Dean C. Moore
 223 Cheryl A. Petrini

Lodge Member
 254 Kenneth J. Kush
 265 Karen L. Benedict
 274 Mary L. Dietz
 277 Francine M. Appleman
 459 David Benjamin
 459 Donna M. Jutila
 559 Martha A. Lipasek
 562 John J. Strauss
 562 Alexandria Burdock
 562 Karen Prokes McGilton
 581 Sandra M. Bosnik
 584 John T. Krainc
 584 Victoria L. Koenig
 626 Amelia K. Martin
 749 Louis R. Ograyensek
 782 Diane M. Ham
 786 Michael J. Boris

60-Year Members
February 2016
 Lodge Member
 A02 Robert H. Speakman
 218 Virginia Hewitt

Lodge Member
 268 Roger William Butalla
 626 Betty J. Specogna

 Lodge Member
 A01 Blanche Rupert
 A02 George J. Bummer
 A02 George William Erb
 A02 Joseph J. Pichler
 6 Jean F. Hilberer
 34 Josephine C. Sydes
 87 Hilda Clifford
 142 Valentine Smoley

70-Year Members
February 2016

Lodge Member
 218 Emma L. Carnevale
 218 Bernadine Maifarth
 225 Jessie J. Angel
	 304	 Georgene	K.	Moffitt
 584 Tony F. Shircel
 665 Margaret E. Ursic
 749 Matilda L. Pavlik

 Lodge Member
 138 Mildred Podboy
 225 Rose S. Campbell
 723 Mary Zocchi

80-Year Members
February 2016

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ 
offers two weekend-long pro-
grams for our younger mem-
bers at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center: the Young Adult Con-
ference and Teens Experience 
Leadership (TEL) Workshop. 
Lodge secretaries should have 
received the election forms for 
these programs in their Decem-
ber mailing. There are some 
important deadlines I’d like 
to point out to our Lodge sec-
retaries and anyone interested 
in attending these programs.

The Young Adult Confer-
ence will take place June 24-26 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center. 
This conference is a week-
end-long program for 18- to 
30-year-old Society members. 
They will learn about SNPJ 

membership benefits and have 
the opporunity to voice their 
ideas, opinions and concerns 
regarding the Slovene National 
Benefit Society.

Young Adult Conference 
delegates are elected by the 
Lodges; those interested in 
attending should contact their 
Lodge secretary. The Society 
pays for transportation, lodg-
ing and meals throughout the 
weekend. The 2016 conference 
will follow the work weekend 
format, which will also include 
a community service project. 
This year’s chairman is Nathan 
Bucar (142).

Lodges must turn in their 
Young Adult Delegate Election 
Form by April 30. Anybody 
interested in attending this 
conference must contact their 
Lodge secretary and make 

sure their name is on this form. 
Please be sure to give your e-
mail address since correspon-
dence about the conference 
will be handled electronically 
as much as possible.

Once the election forms 
are received by the Fraternal 
Department, all delegates will 
receive an introductory packet 
via e-mail. In this packet there 
will be a general information 
sheet about the Young Adult 
Conference, a tentative agenda 
for the weekend and a Young 
Adult Delegate Registration 
Form. This form must be 
completed and returned by 
the delegate to the Fraternal 
Department no later than May 
16. This completes the regis-
tration process. All delegates 
must turn in a form by the May 
16 deadline date or they may 

be replaced by an alternate or 
surrogate delegate.

The TEL Workshop will 
take place Aug. 5-7 at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. This week-
end-long leadership workshop 
is for 13- to 17-year-old SNPJ 
members. SNPJ offers the TEL 
Workshop as an opportunity 
for our young members to learn 
and develop strong leadership 
skills in a dynamic, group-
oriented atmosphere. Held an-
nually at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center, TEL participants travel 
from across the country to bond 
with their peers and engage in 
a group learning experience led 
by workshop speakers.

By sharing personal ex-
periences, workshop leaders 
motivate TEL participants to 
use effective leadership skills 
in their schools and commu-

nity. Additionally, team leaders 
offer guidance and training in 
leadership situations, empha-
sizing the importance of team 
building and working together 
to solve problems. The idea 
behind the group process is that 
everyone participates.

SNPJ covers the cost of 
transportation, lodging and 
meals for TEL Workshop par-
ticipants representing their lo-
cal Lodges and Youth Circles. 
Lodges must turn in their TEL 
Workshop Delegate Election 
Form by May 31. Anybody 
interested in attending this 
workshop must contact their 
Lodge secretary and make 
sure their name is on this 
form. Again, please be sure 
to give your e-mail address 
since correspondence about the 
workshop will be handled elec-

tronically as much as possible.
Once the election forms 

are received by the Fraternal 
Department, all delegates will 
receive an introductory packet 
via e-mail. In this packet there 
will be a general information 
sheet about the TEL Workshop, 
a tentative agenda for the week 
and a TEL Workshop Delegate 
Registration Form. This form 
must be completed and re-
turned by the delegate to the 
Fraternal Department no later 
than June 30. This completes 
the registration process. All 
delegates must turn in a form 
by the June 30 deadline date 
or they may be replaced by an 
alternate or surrogate delegate.

We look forward to seeing 
all of our young adult and teen 
members at these summer 
programs!

Young Adult Conference, TEL Workshop programs just around the corner

by KATHLEEN SEIFERT
Lodge 643 Secretary

GIRARD, Ohio — The Golden Eagles’ 
stage was set for the annual Lodge 643 
Christmas party and awards presenta-
tion at Amen Corner on Dec. 12, 2015. 
The party-goers were very festive, and 
members and friends enjoyed an evening 
filled with delicious food and fun that 
will be remembered for years to come.

After a brief introduction by Presi-
dent Ray Kovac, the group enjoyed a din-
ner of chicken francaise, veal Marsala, 
roast beef with mushrooms, penne pasta 
with blush sauce, and all the trimmings. 
Friends reminisced about the good 

old days, met new acquaintances, and 
shared experiences from their years as 
members of SNPJ and Lodge 643. What 
a diverse and interesting group!

As the evening moved on, the festive 
mood gained momentum. President 
Kovac announced that it was time 
for the presentation of awards for the 
Golden Eagles members celebrating 
SNPJ membership anniversaries. Our 
50-year members are Michael Bestic, 
Hazel Boop, William Jamieson and 
Bernice Kren; our 60-year members 
are Frank Macek, Patricia Harper, Lois 
Vrable, Andrew Kocjan and Kathleen 
Nail; our 70-year member is Helen Olga 

Milaves; and our 80-year member is Ju-
lia Sherlock. Congratulations, everyone!  

Not to be forgotten, the Youth Circle 
7 Christmas party was held earlier that 
day at Amen Corner. Santa Claus ap-
peared to the delight of our children, 
and everyone had fun. Kathy Nail, 
Kandace Kocjan, Kurt Seifert II and 
Brittney Zemko organized the event 
and are to be congratulated for making 
this party a success.

The next general membership meet-
ing of Golden Eagles Lodge 643 will 
not be until March 17 at 6:30 p.m. at 
Amen Corner in Girard. Have a joyous 
and prosperous New Year!

Youth Circle 7 members enjoyed a visit from Santa during their Dec. 
12, 2015, Christmas party.

Holiday fun for Lodge 643, Youth Circle 7

Join in the fun of Fla. SNPJ Days at Samsula Lodge 603
FLORIDA SNPJ DAYS

FROM PAGE 1 

us during Florida SNPJ Days. 
Sis. Pintar has visited Lodge 
603 numerous times over the 
years and we are always so glad 
to have her.

There will be gift giveaways 
and drawings both Friday and 
Saturday, and the Benedicts 
will lead a short program on 
Saturday. If you have musical 
talents, bring your instrument 
and join in the jam sessions. We 
have ordered good weather for 
the weekend, but sometimes it 

can be difficult to predict. We 
hope many of you will come 
and enjoy the weekend. And 
as always, bring your smile to 
share with all. 

Ruth and George Benedict 
are serving as co-chairpersons 
for the festival this year, and 
they will be assisted by the 
members of Lodge 603. For 
additional information on 
Florida SNPJ Days, you can 
phone the Benedicts at (386) 
427-1689. The Lodge 603 Hall 
also has an answering service 
and can be reached at (386) 

428-3983.
Lodge 603 has made several 

improvements, led by President 
Pauline Lockwood, in and 
around our hall. Pauline has 
completed two years in office 
as president. Also serving our 
Lodge are Secretary Elaine 
Figueroa, Treasurer Connie 
Massey and Sergeant-at-Arms 
George Benedict.

I certainly hope that after 
Florida SNPJ Days some of 
you will stop by Mike’s Corner, 
located at the corner of Sam-
sula Dr. and State Road 44, for 

a Slovenian welcome to our 
community. Mike’s Corner was 
built in 1926 by Mike Machek 
Sr. Mike was the first vice presi-
dent of Lodge 603, and he was 
instrumental in helping build 
our Lodge hall. Lodge 603 was 
chartered in 1926, and in the 
early years our Lodge meetings 
were staged at Mike’s Corner, 
which is now owned by Mike’s 
grandchildren. It will be a 90th 
celebration for both the Lodge 
and the tavern.

We look forward to seeing 
you soon!

by JEAN KOCI
Lodge 786 Secretary/Treasurer

ORANGE COUNTY, Calif. — It was 
a beautiful, cool day Jan. 2 when 20 
members and friends of SNPJ Lodge 786 
traveled to the big city to attend a Los 
Angeles Kings vs. Philadelphia Flyers 
hockey game at Staples Center. Thanks 
to Cathy Udovch and her family, who are 
huge fans of the Kings, we were able to 
get tickets at a group rate for the game.

Several carloads carrying Lodge 786 
members and two non-member friends 
traveled over 60 miles from various direc-
tions to attend the game, but I think we 
all agree that the excursion was worth it. 
For some, it was our first outing at Staples 
Center, a beautiful complex near down-
town and adjacent to the Los Angeles 
Convention Center.

We decided that arriving early would 
be the best way to find the best parking 
opportunities, so most arrived around 11 
a.m. for the 1 p.m. game. The Udovch fam-
ily opted for a favorite Mexican restaurant 
nearby, while the Kocis and Mlakars were 
treated to a great tailgate party provided 
by Teresa Koci. We found a super spot in 
the parking structure, a two-car alcove 
away from traffic and adjacent to an exit 
that put us just a few hundred feet from 
the stadium entrance.

We had some time to tour the facility 
before being seated and meeting the rest 

[From left] FRED MLAKAR, AL SUHAJDA, ARNIE and JEAN KOCI, and ELLIE, 
TERESA and KEN KOCI stopped for a photo in front of the Staples Center before 
the Jan. 2 Los Angeles Kings hockey game.

Among those cheering in the Orange 
Coast Lodge 786 section were MARCIA, 
DEVIN and ROBERT LEATHERS.

JOE and CATHY UDOVCH supporting 
the home team, adorned in their Los 
Angeles Kings apparel.

Hockey a cool opener for Lodge 786

by RICK GORJUP (158)
CAL President

CLEVELAND — The Cleve-
land Athletic League (CAL) 
is hosting their annual Sweet-
heart Doubles Tournament on 
Saturday, Feb. 20.

This bowling tournament 
will be rolled at Wickliffe 
Lanes in Wickliffe, Ohio. The 
cost is just $20 per person 
and includes three games of 
bowling, prizes, food and 

plenty of fun for everyone. 
We have a limited number of 
lanes, so give us a call. Linda 
Gorjup is running this outing; 
be sure to contact her at (440) 
853-8776.

Youth bowlers are welcome 
to participate as well at a cost 
of $15 each. Soda and snacks 
are included, along with free 
shoe rental if needed. 

We look forward to seeing 
you Feb. 20!

CAL Sweetheart Doubles 
Bowl rolling on Feb. 20of our group. Members of the Leathers 

family from Fontana and Riverside areas 
of California also attended. The only 
unfortunate thing is that we were seated 
in a couple of rows, making it difficult to 
chat with one another. However, from the 
sounds of the cheers, everyone seemed to 
have had a great time.

The Kings were in first place by a 
good margin, and the team won the Jan. 
2 game, 2-1, for their fifth win in a row. It 
was also announced that Slovenian hockey 
star Anže Kopitar, a member of the Los 
Angeles Kings, was named Player of the 
Month for December. We came with a 
Slovenian flag in hand and waved it to the 
crowd when that honor was announced, and 
when Anže assisted in a goal. I doubt he 
saw the flag in such a large stadium, but 
you never know!

Another special part of the afternoon 
was the fact that Ken Koci and Fred Mlakar 
wore Kopitar jerseys that were replicas of 
the jerseys worn by the Slovenian Olympic 
hockey team, complete with number 11 on 
the back. They are much more colorful 
than the Kings jerseys, which are just black 
and white, so the two of them received a 
lot of notice.

As some of you may know, the Los 
Angeles Kings won the Stanley Cup twice 
in the past few years, and they’re in a good 
position to do so again. Kopitar was on both 
of those winning teams and was able to 

take the Stanley Cup to Slovenia to share 
with family, friends and thousands of fans 
in his home country. Perhaps the Cup may 
make its way to Slovenia once again!

This outing was the first Lodge 786 
event of 2016, and we’re on our way to 
holding three more special Lodge events 
this year. The Orange Coast Lodge 
achieved Silver Award status in 2015 with 
qualifying events and new members, and 
we thank our members for making this 
possible. Other events on our schedule for 
2016 include the Wine Tasting Picnic on 
May 22, the BBQ & Swim Party on July 
17, and our Christmas party on Dec. 4. 
All of these events are fun for the whole 
family, so mark you calendar today!

The next Lodge 786 meeting will be 
held March 13 at the home of Lina and 
Tony in San Juan Capistrano, Calif. Watch 
for a notice with details or call me at (949) 
495-0097 for more information.


