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The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are March 1 and April 3. All material must 
be received by Wednesday, Feb. 15, for 
the March 1 issue, and by Wednesday, 
March 15, for the April 3 issue. If you are 
concerned about making the deadline, 
send an e-mail to prosveta@snpj.com 
or submit your material via the publica-
tions area of our website, www.snpj.org.
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• Kaiden M. Hannigan
Born June 2, 2014
Denver Lodge 218

Lodge 218 welcomes Kaiden M. Hannigan 
as its newest member. Kaiden is the son of 
Nolan and Ashley Hannigan (218); grandson 
of Jerry and Becky Hannigan, and Jim and 
Cindy Tomsic (218); and great-grandson of 
Ed and Elizabeth Tomsic (218). We welcome 
Kaiden to the SNPJ and extend our best 
wishes to his entire family.

STRABANE, Pa. — Stop by the Lodge 
138 Hall on Saturday, Feb. 25, from 11 
a.m until 1 p.m to see what Lodge 138 
and Youth Circle 19 are all about! Circle 
19 will be hosting free bowling for all 
children, and you’ll be able to obtain in-
formation on becoming a member of our 
Lodge. A schedule of future Lodge and 
Circle events will be available, and you 
will have the opportunity to meet Lodge 
and club committee members. We look 
forward to seeing you there!

MARGARET MALETTA (138)
Youth Circle 19 Director

Lodge 138 and Circle 19 
plan Feb. 25 open house

The 2017 Miss SNPJ Pageant open for entrants

The 2016 Miss SNPJ Pageant field. The 2017 Miss SNPJ Pageant will be held during 
Slovenefest weekend, July 7-9, at the SNPJ Recreation Center.

SEE 2017 MISS SNPJ PAGEANT
ON PAGE 7

WEST ALLIS, Wis. — Greetings to 
Lodge 686 members. Our next meet-
ing will be held Friday, Feb. 17, in the 
meeting room at the Bevsek-Verbick 
Funeral Home, 10210 W. Lincoln Ave. 
in West Allis. The meeting will start at 
7 p.m. If you have any questions, I can be 
reached by phone at (414) 543-4429 or by 
e-mailing cak923@gmail.com.

CHARLES KASSECKERT
Lodge 686 Secretary/Treasurer

Feb. 17 meeting slated 
for West Allis Lodge 686

CLEVELAND — The 2017 CAL Sweet-
heart Doubles Bowling Tournament will 
be rolled Saturday, Feb. 11, at Wickliffe 
Lanes. Check-in is at 1 p.m. and bowling 
will begin at 1:30. The entry fee is $20 
for adults, $15 for children. For more in-
formation or to reserve your spot, contact 
Linda Gorjup at (440) 853-8776 or (216) 
650-1279.

LINDA GORJUP (158)
CAL Treasurer

CAL Sweetheart Doubles 
Feb. 11 at Wickliffe Lanes

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Fraternal Department 
extends an invitation to all eligible SNPJ young ladies to 
become part of history by entering the 2017 Miss SNPJ 
Pageant. Contestants must be single females between the 
ages of 18 and 28 by July 9, and a member of SNPJ for at 
least three months at the time of the pageant.

This year’s pageant will take place July 7-9 at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. These dates coincide with the annual 
Slovenefest.

The young woman who is crowned Miss SNPJ 2018 
will win a $2,000 scholarship award, and an official crown 
and banner. She will also have the opportunity to travel 

by KEVIN RICHARDS
Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The 2016 SNPJ Lodge 
Bonus Program was once again a complete 
success. We congratulate all of the Lodges that 
met their Gold and Silver New Member Goals, 
and those that met their Gold and Silver desig-
nations for Lodge Activity. No Lodges earned 
the Super Star Lodge designation in 2016. See 
page 8 for the complete listing. 

The SNPJ Lodge Bonus Program continues 
into 2017. There are still two parts to the Lodge 
Bonus Program, New Member enrollment and 
Lodge Activity. Lodges can qualify to be des-
ignated as a Gold Lodge or a Silver Lodge in 
either of those categories, with the possibility 
of attaining the Super Star designation.

New Member Bonus
Each Lodge will receive Gold and Silver 

New Member Goals. Their bonus will be based 
on which goal they attain. Gold Level will be 
based on three percent of the Lodge’s active 
membership, as in the past, with a minimum 
of eight new members. The Silver Level will 

Set your sights on the 2017 
Lodge Bonus Program goals

be approximately 50 percent of the Gold Goal, 
with a minimum of four new members.

Lodges that reach their Gold New Member 
Goal will receive a $300 bonus; Lodges that 
reach their Silver New Member Goal will receive 
a $200 bonus.

Lodge Activity Bonus
All Lodges will receive a Lodge Activity 

Planner that must be completed and returned to 
the Fraternal Department by May 1 indicating 
at least four activities that the Lodge plans to 
sponsor in 2017. You must turn in an Activity 
Planner to participate in the Lodge Activity 
Bonus Program. 

Lodges that sponsor and report on at least 
four activities, one of which is a community 
service or charitable benefit project, will be 
designated as a Gold Activity Lodge and will 
receive a $300 reward.

Lodges that sponsor and report on at least 2 
activities will be designated as a Silver Activity 
Lodge and will receive a $200 bonus.

SEE LODGE BONUS PROGRAM
ON PAGE 8

by SUSAN ZARELLA (277)
SNPJ Recreation Center

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — Welcome to the 
2017 season at the SNPJ Recreation Center! We 
have a lot of fun in store for all of you out there 
in SNPJland.

Even though we all may be feeling a touch 
of the winter blues right now, just remember 
that Slovenefest 2017, scheduled July 7-9, is 
just around the corner and will be here before 

you know it.  
With Slovenefest in mind, we are now taking 

reservations for the RV and tenting areas. There 
are a limited number of spots, so remember that 
space is available on a first-come, first-served 
basis when making your reservations.  

If you are planning to stay in a tent or 
bring your RV to Slovenefest this summer, we 
suggest you contact us, toll-free, at 1-877-767-
5732 as soon as possible because the sites are 

going fast. As everyone knows, we are very 
busy at that time of the year, so you must pay 
in advance for these spots. Don’t miss out on 
this wonderful festival, and all the good food 
and great times!

So while we’re waiting for some fun in the 
sun to begin, stay warm and think spring, spring, 
spring! We’ll be awaiting your return to make 
Slovenefest 2017 a memorable one for visitors 
of all ages.

Plan now for tenting, RV spots during Slovenefest

by JEANNETTE HUMPHREY
Lodge 603

SAMSULA, Fla. — Happy New Year to 
everyone! The members of SNPJ Lodge 603, 
located in beautiful downtown Samsula, met 
on Jan. 3. All officers were present, and there 
was a good turnout of members. We submitted 
a $500 donation to the SNPJ Recreation Center 
Cabin Renovation Fund.

Ruth Benedict gave a report on Florida SNPJ 
Days which will be held at the Lodge 603 Hall 

Lodge 603 officers [left to right] Treasurer CONNIE MASSEy, Secretary/Treasurer ELAINE 
FIGUEROA, President GEORGE BENEDICT, Recording Secretary RHONDA TESAURO, 
Vice President JERRy HAFNER and Sergeant-at-Arm JENNIFER LUzNAR took the oath of 
office from RUTH BENEDICT during the January meeting.

March 3-4. The Marc Bouchard Orchestra will 
entertain both days. The Lodge will open at 4 
p.m. on Friday with music performed from 5 
to 9. On Saturday, the doors will open at noon 
with the music beginning at 1 p.m. During the 
break, a brief program is scheduled before the 
music continues until 6 p.m. Admission for both 
days is a donation of $25. If you plan to only 
attend one day, the donation is $15. Food and 

Samsula Lodge 603 readies 
for 2017 Florida SNPJ Days

SEE FLORIDA SNPJ DAyS
ON PAGE 8

by KATHLEEN SEIFERT
Lodge 643 Secretary

GIRARD, Ohio — The stage was set for 
the annual Golden Eagles Lodge 643 Christ-
mas party and awards presentation at Amen 
Corner on Dec. 10, 2016. The party-goers 
were very festive, and members and friends 
enjoyed an evening filled with delicious 
food and events that will be remembered 
for years to come.

After a brief introduction by Lodge Presi-
dent Ray Kovac and a few words of thanks, 
the group enjoyed a meal of chicken français, 
veal marsala, roast beef with mushrooms, 
penne pasta with blush sauce, and all the 
trimmings. Friends reminisced about the 
good old days, met new acquaintances and 
shared common experiences during their 
years as members of SNPJ and Lodge 643. 
What a diverse and interesting group of 
members!

As the evening moved on, the festive 
mood of our members gained momentum. 
President Kovac announced that it was time 
for the presentation of awards for the 50-, 
60-, 70- and 80-year Golden Eagles mem-
bers. Our 50-year members were Marilyn 
Hanton, Lawrence Kren, Anthony Vaccaro, 
James Juvancic and Anna Klepec; 60-year 
members were Jacqueline Steele and Julius 
Klepec; and our 70-year members were 

The holidays 
over, a new 
year in focus 
at Lodge 643

SEE GOLDEN EAGLES
ON PAGE 4

follow SNPJ on Facebook!
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Type of Event 
 
 

Site 
 
 

If a concert or dance, who is
performing? 
 
 

Date 

Time 

Who to contact 
 
 

Phone (        )

Complete and return to: 
PROSVETA

247 W. Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA  15126-9774

e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

 • FEB. 4 ............  Midway, Pa., Lodge 89 community 
bingo in the upstairs hall; 6 p.m. The 
kitchen will be open.

• FEB. 11 .......... CAL Sweetheart Doubles Bowling 
Tournament at Wickliffe Lanes in Wick-
liffe, Ohio. Check-in at 1 p.m., bowling 
begins at 1:30. The cost is $20 for adults, 
$15 for children. To reserve your spot 
call Linda Gorjup at (440) 853-8776 or 
(216) 650-1279.

• FEB. 12 .......... Herminie, Pa., Lodge 87 jam 
session in the Horizon Room at Lodge 
87; 1-5 p.m. Food will be available. All 
musicians welcome. For details contact 
Shirley Bailley at (724) 864-1606.

• FEB. 17-19 ..... SNPJ Winter Classic Bowling 
Tournament co-hosted by Sygan, Pa., 
Lodge 6 and Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138.

• MAR. 4 ........... Midway, Pa., Lodge 89 community 
bingo in the upstairs hall; 6 p.m. The 
kitchen will be open.

• MARCH 11-12 .... Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 and SASC 
in-house bowling tournament at the 
Sygan Bowling Center. Members and 
guests welcome. A St. Patrick’s Day 
party will follow in the Lodge 6 clubroom 
on March 11. Sign up in the clubroom or 
call the Lodge at (412) 221-9862.

• MAR. 12 ......... Herminie, Pa., Lodge 87 jam 
session in the Horizon Room at Lodge 
87; 1-5 p.m. Food will be available. All 
musicians welcome. For details contact 
Shirley Bailley at (724) 864-1606.

• APR. 1 ........... SASC annual Couples Nite-Out 
in the Sunshine Room at Sygan, Pa., 
Lodge 6. Tickets are $100 for two people, 
and you must have a ticket to attend. A 
buffet dinner, reverse raffle, side boards 
and a 50/50 drawing are included. Live 
music by The Mansfield 5 will follow. 
For details or to purchase tickets, e-mail 
brandlk64@yahoo.com.

• APR. 9 ........... Herminie, Pa., Lodge 87 jam 
session in the Horizon Room at Lodge 
87; 1-5 p.m. Food will be available. All 
musicians welcome. For details contact 
Shirley Bailley at (724) 864-1606.

• MAY 7 ............ Girard, Ohio, Lodge 643 dance 
at Kuzman’s Lounge, 1025 S. State St., 
Girard; 3-7 p.m. Music by the Frank 
Stanger Orchestra. For details contact 
Ray Kovac at (330) 824-2154.

• MAY 27 .......... CAL Don Gorjup Golf Open at 
Rolling Green Golf Club, Huntsburg, 
Ohio. Shotgun start at 9 a.m. For details 
contact Rick Gorjup at (440) 354-5001.

• MAY 28 .......... Brew & Bean Festival at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For details contact the Recreation 
Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732 or 
e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

• JUNE 10 ........ Slovenian Heritage Center picnic 
dance in the Heritage Pavilion at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of 
SNPJ, Pa. For more information contact 
Kathy Paulenich at (724) 699-2691.

• JUNE 18-23 ... Youth Roundup at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For details contact Fraternal Director 
Kevin Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 
144, or e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

• JUNE 23-25 ... SNPJ Young Adult Conference at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. For registration and event 
details contact Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144, 
or e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

• JULY 7-9 .....The 36th Slovenefest and the 
61st Miss SNPJ Pageant at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. For details phone 
the Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-
767-5732 or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com..

• JULY 16-21 .... First Family Week at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For additional information phone the 
Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-767-
5732 or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

• JULY 23-28 .... Second Family Week at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For additional information phone the 
Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-767-
5732 or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

• AUG. 4-6 .....TEL Workshop at the SNPJ Recre-
ation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. For 
additional information contact Fraternal 
Director Kevin Richards by phone at 
1-800-843-7675 ext. 144, or e-mail 
krichards@snpj.com.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

by KATHY LOUDON
Lodge 358 Secretary/Treasurer

WEST POINT, Ohio — 
Lodge 358 members had 
another busy year in 2016. 
We opened the year with a 
“Welcome Spring” luncheon 
and meeting on March 19 at 
the Loudon home.  Great food 
and conversation were the 
order of the day as members 
enjoyed catching up after the 
long winter.

A pizza party meeting fol-
lowed in May as we planned for 
our 2016 community service 
project. Lodge members voted 
to support the Good Grief 
Camp at Camp Frederick in 
Rodgers, Ohio, with a mon-
etary donation. 

Camp Fredrick hosts a 

week-long grief camp which 
is specifically for youth who 
have experienced the tragic 
death of a loved one. Campers 
discover that they are not alone, 
and learn to cope and express 
their feelings while in a safe 
and fun camp environment. 
All children who participate 
in Good Grief Camp attend 
free of charge.  

An autumn meeting and 
luncheon was held at Italo’s 
Italian Restaurant in Lisbon, 
Ohio, in October. Election 
of officers was held and the 
Christmas party was sched-
uled. On Dec. 10 we gathered 
for a meeting and festive meal 
at Pondi’s Resturant in Lisbon.  

We’re looking forward to a 
busy 2017!

Lodge 358 looking 
forward to a busy 2017

Lodge 358 members attending the Lodge’s spring luncheon 
included [left to right] MARy MERCINA, SAM RONSHAK, 
VERONICA WOLSKI, HOWARD LOUDON (with Maggie, the 
dog), LUCILLE POSSAGE, FERN RONSHAK and KATHy 
LOUDON.

[Clockwise, from left] KATHy LOUDON, VERONICA 
WOLSKI, MARy MERCINA, LUCILLE POSSAGE, FERN 
RONSHAK and SAM RONSHAK enjoying the Lodge 358 
Christmas gathering.

by JEAN KOCI
Lodge 786 Secretary

ORANGE COUNTY, Calif. — At 
the most recent gathering of Orange 
Coast Lodge 786 members, plans 
began to develop for our 2017 meet-
ings and events. Carol Jancich was 
our gracious hostess, and it was a 
beautiful day for those who had to 
drive a long distance. Thanks to Don 
Norbert and Ken for arriving early to 
audit the books for both the Lodge 
and Youth Circle. Don and Ken, who 
are very diligent in their job, found 

everything in order.
We had just over 20 in attendance, 

including all of our officers. A few 
members sat out on the patio and 
enjoyed the music performed by Don 
and Fred, and it was wonderful to 
have Paul and Mary Lou Jensen all 
the way from Victorville, Calif. Cathy 
Udovch gave an entertaining report on 
the hockey game that took place the 
day before. Although I wasn’t able to 
attend, I heard that those who did go 
had a great time.

Cathy also suggested a Lodge 

outing in April to the film festival 
in Newport Beach, Calif. She is in-
volved with the festival and can get a 
limited number of tickets. Cathy will 
be receiving a schedule sometime 
in March, but the suggested date is 
April 23. The films start in the early 
afternoon, and our day would include 
brunch and a Lodge meeting at a local 
cafe. This would be an interesting day 
for those wanting to attend. Please let 
me know if you are interested.

The annual Lodge 786 wine tast-
ing event has been set for June 11 at 

Wiens Family Cellar in Temecula, 
Calif. We’re asking for volunteers to 
help in the many facets of this event. 
It’s our only fund-raising event of the 
year, so please spread the word by 
asking family and friends to attend.

The next Orange Coast Lodge 786 
meeting will be held at the home of 
Tony and Lina Kerwick in San Juan 
Capistrano on March 5. We will send 
out notices, and we may even have our 
2017 calendar out in time. 

We hope that everyone had a won-
derful holiday season!

Lodge 786 members launch plans for a new year of activities

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — Parents and 
grandparents, have you thought about send-
ing your kids or grandkids to summer camp 
for a week of fun? If so, please consider 
SNPJ Youth Roundup, scheduled this year 
for the week of June 18-23 at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. Youth Roundup is one 
of the best deals out there, especially for 
SNPJ youth members ages 7 through 12!

Youth Roundup campers stay in the 
Recreation Center cabins under the watch-
ful supervision of trained adult counselors. 
They are provided with three nutritious 
meals a day plus evening snacks, and enjoy 
swimming in the pool, learning to sing 
camp songs, bonfires, hayrides, field trips 
and learning all about Slovenia.

SNPJ offers family rates for Youth 
Roundup campers, but please keep in mind 

that the child must be an insured SNPJ 
member to receive these rates. 

For 2017, the Youth Roundup rates 
are $275 for one camper, $475 for two 
campers from the same family, and $675 
for three campers from the same family. 
What a deal! 

Think about it: for one member child, 
it only costs $55 per day to attend a week-
long camp with round-the-clock supervi-
sion, lodging, meals and activities. Talk 
about the value of being an SNPJ member! 
For non-member campers, the rate to at-
tend Youth Roundup is $375 per child.

The 2017 Youth Roundup registration 
form is available on the “Youth Roundup” 
page of our website, www.snpj.org. The 
registration deadline is April 1. Please 
note that we must have at least 50 campers 
registered by the April 1 deadline or this 
year’s Youth Roundup will be canceled.

Don’t miss out on the April 1 
deadline for Youth Roundup

by CATHY UDOVCH
Lodge 786

ORANGE COUNTY, Calif. — On Jan. 7, 
several members of Orange Coast Lodge 786 
attended a riveting NHL game between the 
Los Angeles Kings and the Minnesota Wild. 
Anže Kopitar, currently the only Slovenian 
player in the NHL, became the Kings’ cap-
tain this season. This is a testament to his 
great skill and leadership ability on and off 
the ice. He is always called upon in tense 
situations to help the team score.

The game ended in a tie, so we were 
treated to a five-minute overtime period dur-
ing which, instead of five skaters per team, 
each team is permitted only three skaters. 
After several moments of fast-paced, back-
and-forth on the ice, Anže Kopitar fed an 
assist to Tanner Pearson, who scored the 
game winner. The Kings currently lead the 
league in overtime wins, and Anže is one 
of the reasons.

There were 17 Lodge 786 members in 
attendance at the game, and several held a 
tailgate party, complete with klobase, out in 
the parking lot. This is the second year our 
Lodge has gone as a group to the Staples 
Center to watch the Kings play, and the 
second year the Kings came away with a 
win. Looking forward to a hat trick next year!

Lodge 786 members cheer the
L.A. Kings to victory on the ice

A group of 17 Orange Coast Lodge 786 
members enjoyed a Los Angeles Kings 
win over the Minnesota Wild on Jan. 7
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Proud of your SNPJ membership? Then 
you owe it to yourself to delve deeper 
into SNPJ history through the pages 
of An Inspired Journey — The SNPJ 
Story: The First One Hundred Years of 
the Slovene National Benefit Society.

This richly-illustrated chronicle of SNPJ  
history compiled and written by SNPJ 
Publications Editor Jay Sedmak is now 
available for purchase.
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add $1 shipping for each additional copy ordered

SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
Your loyalty with SNPJ is now being rewarded! 

Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
and open your new SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

* Rates are not guaranteed after the first year.
* Guaranteed minimum interest rate of 2.0%.
* No fees are attached to either Loyalty annuity.
* The SNPJ Century 8 Annuity is earning 3.0%; the Century 5 Annuity is earning 
 2.75%. Century series annuities issued prior to 2012 are earning 3.0%

3.5% Loyalty 8 Annuity
3.5% first-year guarantee rate

3.0% in years two through eight
2.75% in year nine and after
3.75% first-year Loyalty Rate 

for conversions 

3.0% Loyalty 5 Annuity
3.0% first-year guarantee rate

2.75% in years two through five
2.75% in year six and after

3.25% first-year Loyalty Rate 
for conversions 

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

“Refugee” is Slovenia’s 
2016 Word of the Year
LJUBLJANA (STA) — “Refugee” 
(“begunec,” in Slovenian) has been se-
lected as the word of the year in a poll 
conducted to determine the one word that 
most defined 2016 in Slovenia.

Ten words were shortlisted from over 
a hundred nominations received by the 
Fran Ramovs Institute of the Slovenian 
Language at the Research Center of the 
Slovenian Academy of Sciences and 
Arts. Over 1,100 people submitted votes 
in the online poll. 

“Refugee” topped the words “wire” 
and “prekarec,” the Slovenian expression 
for a person with a precarious employ-
ment. According to an announcement 
released by the Fran Ramovs Institute in 
mid-January, several other words were 
included in the poll, including “Trump-
ism,” “Uberization,” “stakeholder,” 
“family” and “health.”

Jure Gombač, a representative from 
the Research Center’s Slovenian Migra-
tion Institute, said the choice of “refugee” 
as word of the year inspired hope that 
fundamental values such as humane 
conduct, respect for human rights and 
solidarity still play an important role 
in today’s society. He added that these 
values were a loud rejection of concepts 
such as walls, razor-wire fences, fear 
and hatred which, he concluded, must 
not become part of our reality.

Slovenia inherits treaties 
from the Serbian archive
BELGRADE, Serbia (STA) — In 
mid-December, Slovenia took pos-
session of the originals of 43 treaties 
from the archive of the Serbian Foreign 
Ministry, marking the first restitution of 
Yugoslav archives to successor states 
under the terms of the 2001 succession 
agreement.

Ana Polak Petrič, Slovenia’s High 
Representative for Succession, accepted 
the treaties in Belgrade on behalf of the 
government. The documents have now 
become part of the Slovenian Foreign 
Ministry archive. The handover was 
agreed to during a joint session of the 
Slovenian and Serbian governments held 
Oct. 24, 2016, in Belgrade.

The treaties Slovenia now possess are 
mainly technical agreements with Italy 
and Austria dating back to the 1950s, 
1960s and 1970s that no longer have 
any bearing on other successors to Yu-
goslavia except Slovenia. For example, 
Slovenia will take possession of the 1954 
and 1967 Yugoslavia-Austria treaty on 
border traffic, and the 1958 Yugoslavia-
Austria Convention on the Maintenance 
of Border Markings.

A spokesman from the Office of the 
High Representative for Succession 
told the press that issues pertaining to 
territory and the border are crucial for 
any country, hence the importance of 
safeguarding the originals.

The Yugoslav succession agree-
ment deals in detail with the division 
of the federal archive and the transfer 
of individual countries’ archives to 
other successor countries. Slovenia is 
claiming the originals of 129 treaties 
from Serbia.

The handover is the first step in what 
could be a long process. The succession 
agreement stipulates that successor coun-
tries should have unfettered access to 
Yugoslav-era archives, but access to the 
military and intelligence service archives 
in Belgrade remains limited.

Several members of the Slovenian 
Parliament have recently demanded 
that Slovenia make Serbia’s EU mem-
bership negotiations conditional on 
access to the archives, a condition that 
Slovenian Prime Minister Miro Cerar 
has rejected.

Four new horses added 
to Slovenian police force
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Four new 
horses joined the Slovenian Mounted 
Police in mid-December. Three of the 
mounts were added to the Ljubljana 
Mounted Police, while the fourth is 
stationed in Maribor.

Three horses – Remus, Don Schoko 
and Color Me Red – were accepted as 
part of the team of horses at the Ljubljana 
Mounted Police Station, which now 
counts 14 horses altogether. Six of the 
horses in Ljubljana are of the famous 
Lipizzaner breed.

Faraon, the fourth horse, is stationed 
at the Maribor Service Dog Handler and 

Mounted Police Station. The force at 
the Maribor station now includes eight 
horses, two of which are Lipizzaners.

A spokesman from the Ljubljana 
Police Administration said that the force 
could not imagine working without the 
mounted police since the officers and 
their mounts are involved in nearly all 
police actions, most notably search par-
ties, border control, and monitoring areas 
that are difficult to access.

Cold War-era Yugoslav
bunker will be a museum
KočevsKa ReKa (STA) — A 
bunker in the southern part of Slovenia, 
which was once used during the time of 
former Yugoslavia to protect military 
staff from potential attacks by the Soviet 
Union, will be turned into an underground 
museum, offering visitors a look into 
the shelter’s significance toward the 
country’s independence.

“The former Yugoslav authorities 
constructed the K-35 bunker in the 
town of Kočevski Rog as part of an 
underground bunker system, the main 
unit of which is located in the nearby 
town of Gotenica,” said Kočevje Mayor 
Vladimir Prebilič.

The K-35 bunker was used to ensure 
communication support for the main 
unit, to which Slovenia’s leading politi-
cal and military figures of the time were 
to be evacuated in the event of a war or 
nuclear attacks.

The Kočevje municipality is planning 
to allocate EUR 100,000 (approximately 
$106,000) to have the shelter upgraded 
and converted into a museum. The mu-
seum will present exhibits detailing the 
construction of the bunker in the 1950s, 
the establishment of the Kočevski Rog 
military exclusion zone, and its impor-
tance for Slovenia’s independence. It is 
scheduled to open in June.

Following Slovenia’s independence 
in 1991, the Interior Ministry turned the 
main unit in Gotenica into a training 
center, and the K-35 bunker was main-
tained by the Defense Ministry, which 
preserved it in its original state.

“The bunker contains several rooms 
and about 500 meters (1,640 feet) of 
corridors which were used by its staff. 
It could withstand nuclear attacks and 
allowed a stay of about 100 days,” 
Prebilič added.

Poet Šalamun honored 
with new poetry center
LJUBLJANA (STA) — A new poetry 
center opened in Ljubljana in late De-
cember, marking the second anniversary 
of the death of Tomaž Šalamun, one of 
the most internationally renowned Slo-
venian poets. The center, which has been 
named after Šalamun and which hosts 
his collection of books, will be open to 
all poetry fans and will host a variety of 
cultural events.

The opening of the Tomaž Šalamun 
Poetry Center was held under the honor-
ary patronage of President Borut Pahor; 
Culture Minister Tone Peršak delivered 
the keynote address. Peršak stressed that 
Šalamun was a poet who broke many 
conventions and all stereotypes about 
Slovenian poetry and its role, securing it 
a place on the global poetry map.

Located in the center of Ljubljana in 
a special room at the Public Fund for 
Cultural Activities (JSKD), the poetry 
center is designed as a library, a docu-
mentation center and a creative space.

The library, extending over almost 
325 feet of shelf space, features the 
poet’s private book collection which was 
donated by his spouse, painter Metka 
Krašovec. The collection includes 
Šalamun’s books and translations of 
his poetry into 20 foreign languages, 
as well as poetry, books on literary 
theory and fiction by other authors, 
including signed copies by acclaimed 
foreign authors.

Krašovec said she was happy that the 
center was set up in only three months, 
adding that Šalamun himself would have 
supported the library since he liked to 
share.

The JSKD hopes to make the poetry 
center a success both nationally and 
internationally, and a lively meeting 
place for poetry fans. In this respect, 
JSKD director Igor Teršar highlighted the 
role of Šalamun’s poems, his “physical 

omnipresence, unwavering energy, intel-
ligence and esprit that internationalized 
Slovenian poetry.”

Tomaž Šalamun (1941-2014) was 
one of the most prolific Slovenian po-
ets, having published almost 50 poetry 
collections which earned him numer-
ous prestigious awards in Slovenia and 
abroad. His first collection of poems, 
“Poker,” was published in 1966. That 
collection, as well as all that followed, 
earned him the title of a leading post-war 
neo-avant-garde poet in Central Europe.

Among the many awards he received, 
Šalamun was the recipient of the Prešeren 
Prize, the top Slovenian honor for artistic 
achievement, in 1999. His other notable 
international accolades include the Eu-
ropean Prize for Poetry bestowed by the 
city of Munster, Germany, in 2007, and 
the Macedonian Golden Wreath in 2009.

Slovenian research leads 
to new heart monitor
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Researchers 
at Slovenia’s Jožef Stefan Institute have 
developed a small, portable ECG device 
which allows for continuous and accu-
rate heart rate monitoring. The device, 
for example, enables users to obtain 
accurate heart rate measurements via 
their smartphones.

“SAVVY ECG is a miniature device 
with an electrocardiogram (ECG) sensor 
that enables users to monitor their heart 
rate and identify heart rate deviations,” 
lead developer Roman Trobec explained 
to the press. “It is a comprehensive 
solution for chronic patients, athletes, 
the elderly, and for those with an ac-
tive lifestyle who wish to monitor their 
health,” Trobec said.

The core of the system is a small and 
light device which is placed on the skin 
with the help of self-adhesive electrodes. 
It measures the ECG of the user in high 
resolution, which makes it appropriate 
for clinical use. The ECG measurements 
can be displayed and stored for later use 
on MobECG, a free app designed for 
smartphones. Users can create an ECG 
report and transmit it to their doctor.

The device also measures the intensity 
of the user’s movements as well as the 
user’s temperature, allowing for more 
reliable predictions through ambient 
intelligence. Its fully-charged battery 
will last for more than seven days. The 
device is easy to use, maintain and clean.

The SAVVY ECG has been commer-
cialized in conjunction with the Saving 
Company and is already available for 
purchase.

After almost four years, 
Kanin ski resort reopens
BOVEC (STA) — Kanin, Slovenia’s 
highest-altitude ski resort, was reopened 
in late December after nearly four years 
of inactivity. The renovated ski lifts 
were launched by President Borut Pahor. 
While reopening the slopes, which will 
be operated by the Bovec municipality, 
Pahor said he had fond memories of 
the resort.

The slopes have been closed since 
a 2012 accident in which two empty 
gondolas plunged to the ground during a 
period of severe wind gusts. Lacking the 
funds for the repair, the operator of the 
Kanin ski resort shut down the resort and 
filed for bankruptcy shortly thereafter.

Several attempts were made to find 
private buyers, but none came through. 
In the meantime, the infrastructure and 
the accommodations facilities on Kanin 
fell into disrepair, raising the cost of the 
resort’s revival by several million.

The cable car connecting Bovec with 
the Kanin slopes and the ski lifts on the 
slopes were transferred free of charge to 
the municipality from the main creditors 
of the former resort operator in 2015. 
In exchange, the municipality covered 
the costs of the bankruptcy proceedings 
connected with the ski lifts owned by 
the former ATC Kanin in the amount 
of $181,000.

With strong backing from the local 
authorities, the renovation received 
support from the Slovenian government, 
which secured $6.3 million for reopen-
ing the slopes, of which $4 million came 
from EU funds.

The operator of the ski resort has 
also resumed cooperation with the Sella 
Nevea ski resort situated on the Italian 
side of the border mountain, which will 
allow skiers access to both resorts with 
the purchase of a single ticket.
The articles comprising this feature have been 
reprinted with permission from the Slovenian 
Press Agency (STA).

A t the end of every year, the news shows begin their 
memorials to commemorate the famous people 
who passed away that year. There was a long list 

for 2016, including David Bowie, Nancy Reagan, Muham-
mad Ali, Arnold Palmer and Debbie Reynolds, just to name 
just a few. Tributes were made to celebrate their lives and 
their work, and rightly so. Many have inspired us, made 
us laugh, or made us cry. We’ll miss seeing them on the 
screen, hearing their music or following their achievements.

As much as we’ll miss these celebrities, the real people 
in our lives who are no longer with us are the ones who 
are truly missed and who deserve the tributes. These are 
the everyday people who truly inspired you, who made you 
laugh and made you cry. They shared your dreams, they 
supported you and they argued with you, and through it all 
they made you a better person. Instead of them being on 
the big screen, they were sitting beside you holding your 
hand and comforting you with a hug. These are the people 
who we need to commemorate and honor. 

Every Oct. 8 my family gathers together, as does my 
sister’s family some 200 miles away. This date was my 
father’s birthday, and since he was known for his extreme 
love of ice cream, what better way to celebrate him then 
by getting together and eating ice cream? It’s been nine 
years since his death, and we still honor him each year 
with our festive salute.

Remembering those who have left us often makes us 
appreciate even more those who are still with us. Don’t 
let yourself take them for granted; instead, realize their 
value and enjoy them right now. Purchasing life insurance 
on yourself and your loved ones has always been a way 
to show your love and appreciation – it’s a lifelong sign 
of your love and commitment to take care of those who 
mean the most to you.

SNPJ offers policies for every stage of life and every 
need. There are low-cost plans for children, competitive 
term and whole life policies that will protect the entire 
family during your earning years, and final expense plans 
that provide coverage for those who are older and have 
developed medical issues. 

Contact your local agent, your Lodge secretary or the 
SNPJ Marketing Department at the Home Office (1-800-
843-7675) to learn more about these 
products.

• Thought for the Month — I wish people 
would love everybody else the way they 
love me. It would be a better world.

Muhammad Ali

Everyday people
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PROSVETA Crossword
Valentine’s Day (#0217) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. Often follows “taken”
6. Common inquiries
9. Tibetan monk
13. Shakira’s soccer-playing
 partner Gerard
14. Down Under bird
15. Female fox
16. Greyish brown
17. *Romantic destination
18. Unable to move
19. *Valentine and the like
21. *a.k.a ____ Awareness 
 Day to some
23. Found on grass 
 some mornings
24. *Lover of Aeneas
25. *Special celebratory drink
28. Preakness, e.g.
30. Release of gas
35. Baker’s baker
37. “In the ____” by Village People
39. Sound of battle
40. “Nana” novelist
41. West African storyteller
43. ____-do-well
44. *Keep nuptials a secret
46. Alternative to truth
47. German mister
48. Nine voices, pl.
50. Seaside bird

52. Chester White’s home
53. Lack of clarity
55. Workout unit
57. *Woo
61. *Popular Valentine shapes
64. Defendant’s excuse
65. Cook’s leaf
67. Torn down
69. Imitate
70. Grave acronym
71. Treeless plain
72. *Chaucer or Poe
73. Sierra Nevada, e.g.
74. An end zone is 10 of these

DOWN
1. Address abbreviation
2. Objectivity preventer
3. Greenish blue
4. *Expert archer?
5. More keen
6. Come clean, with “up”
7. Unit of electric current
8. To some degree
9. End of “traveling”
10. Figure skating jump
11. Mother in Provence
12. “Hardworking” insects
15. Relating to wine
20. Nasality in speech
22. *Words of commitment

24. Stray from the accepted
25. *Rose amount
26. Convex molding
27. Cantaloupe, e.g.
29. *Form of greeting
31. Hyperbolic tangent in math
32. Songs sung by 
 three or more voices
33. Deflect
34. *“Love means never 
 having to say you’re ____”
36. Back of neck
38. Bygone era
42. To the point
45. Like Thai cuisine, e.g.
49. Cul de ____
51. Just about
54. Monochromatic equid
56. ___-____-la
57. Freeway exit
58. Hodgepodge
59. Play charades
60. Slightly
61. Hoopla
62. Russian autocrat
63. *Seal with a kiss and do this
66. Be ill or unwell
68. “____ and don’ts”

The solution to puzzle #0217 will 
run in the March 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — If 
you’re looking for an economical 
vacation for your family, then plan to 
attend First or Second Family Week at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center! For 2017, 
First Family Week will be held from 
Sunday, July 16, to Friday, July 21; 
Second Family Week will run from 
Sunday, July 23, to Friday, July 28.

While the exact schedule changes 

from year to year, Family Week par-
ticipants always enjoy balina and bean 
bag toss tournaments, arts & crafts, 
pool parties, bonfires, bingo, and 
picnics. And of course, camp wouldn’t 
be complete without a cookout and 
a hayride! 

All of this fun is complimented 
with three meals each day, as well 
as quality time with your family in 
the quiet country surroundings of the 
SNPJ Recreation Center. Many of our 

participants also plan campfires at 
their cabins in the evening to wind-
down while relaxing with family and 
friends.

With the reduced rates offered 
to SNPJ members, you won’t find a 
better deal anywhere else! All taxes 
are included and children ages 3 and 
under are free.

To make your reservation for First 
Family Week or Second Family Week, 
simply download a registration form 

from our website, www.snpj.org. Mail 
your completed form, along with a 
deposit of $100 per person, to the 
SNPJ Recreation Center, 270 Martin 
Rd., Enon Valley, PA 16120 by May 
1 for First Family Week, and by May 
15 for Second Family Week. Checks 
should be made payable to “SNPJ 
Recreation Center.” The remaining 
balance is due by June 21.

Please note that we need to have 
at least 50 people registered for First 

Family Week by May 1 or it will be 
canceled. For Second Family Week, 
we need at least 50 people registered 
by May 15 or it will be canceled. Of 
course, if either Family Week is can-
celed, your deposits will be refunded.

If you have any questions, please 
call the SNPJ Recreation Center at 
1-877-767-5732 or e-mail szarella@
snpjrec.com. We look forward to 
spending a fun week of camp with 
your family!

Looking for quality family time this summer? Family Weeks are the answer

ANNOUNCE IT

Lodge 776 member 
selected for BGSU band
BOROUGH OF SNPJ, 
Pa. — Lodge 776 young 
adult member Emma 
Snyder, a 2016 graduate 
of Appleton North High 
School in Appleton, 
Wis., is enrolled as a 
freshman at Bowling 
Green State Univer-
sity (BGSU), Bowling 
Green, Ohio. As she 
began her freshman 
year in August 2016, 
she tried out and was 
accepted into the pres-
tigious BGSU Falcon 
Marching Band. She 
plays both flute and 
piccolo in the band, 
which is made up of 
just 275 members from 
the university’s 17,000 
students.

Emma, who has been playing the flute since elementary 
school, has since performed with the Falcon Marching Band 
during all home games this past semester at BGSU, trav-
eled with the band to a performance in Toledo, performed 
at the opening convocation ceremony for new students and 
recently wrapped up the season with an indoor performance 
at BGSU’s Kobacker Hall.

Emma is majoring in film production and screenwriting 
at BGSU. She is the daughter of former SNPJ Home Office 
staff member Anthony E. Snyder (776) and his wife Sara, 
who reside in Appleton. Emma is also the granddaughter of 
longtime Lodge 776 Secretary and former SNPJ National 
Board Member Edward E. Snyder and his wife, Henrietta 
(776), of Leetonia, Ohio.

EMMA SNyDER (776) was 
accepted into the Bowling Green 
State University marching band 
as a freshman in August 2016.

The members of Youth Circle 7 enjoyed a festive Christmas party in 
December at Amen Corner in Girard.

by PATTI POWERS
Lodge 715 Secretary

UNIVERSAL, Pa. — Univer-
sal Comets Lodge 715 would 
like to announce its officers for 
2017: President Marty Kumer, 
Vice President Nessa Marano, 
Recording Secretary Craig 
Kumer, Financial Secretary 
Patti Powers, Treasurer A.J. 
Fitzroy, and auditors Evie 
Kumer, Bill Rosignoli and 
Max Kumer.

Bro. Jamie Evanish is the 

Lodge 715 SNPJ agent. If 
you have any questions about 
SNPJ products — whole life 
insurance, term life insurance, 
annuities, IRAs or Roth IRAs 
— please be sure to contact 
Jamie directly at je75main@
gmail.com or (412) 793-5957.  

I’d also like to remind you 
that if you have any general 
questions, please contact me, 
the Lodge 715 financial sec-
retary, at pattipowers1987@
gmail.com or (412) 443-8825.

Comets Lodge 715
welcomes new officers

by KAREN NOVAK
Lodge 576 President

CLEVELAND — Hello and happy New Year 
to all Spartan Lodge 576 family and friends!

We started off 2017 with a fun-filled holiday 
party at Waterloo Hall. Those who attended en-
joyed great food and entertainment provided  by 
our very own Patty Candela and Joey Tomsick.

We held a brief meeting after the party 
to discuss this year’s upcoming events. Our 
annual Spartans picnic at the SNPJ Farm in 
Kirtland, Ohio, will be held July 23. Our always 
fun casino bus trip is scheduled in November; 
please continue to attend meetings or check 
the ProSveTA for more details on this event. 
There are also a few other events possibly in 
the works.

January birthday wishes go out to Spartans 
Betty Young,  Johnny Kopsco, and any other 
member we may have missed.

It is with great sadness that we announce 
the passing of Sis. Angie Zabjek. She was 

Spartans Lodge 
opens 2017 with 
post-holiday cheer

[Above] The members of Spartans Lodge 576 opened the new year with a 
post-holiday party at Waterloo Hall. [Below] Lodge 576 was saddened to learn 
of the passing of Sis. ANGIE zABJEK.

very active with Spartans Lodge 576, and her 
fun and loving spirit will be greatly missed. Our 
condolences go out to her family.

As always, if you’d like to share any wonderful 
news or special event, or if just have a question, 
you can e-mail me at karennovak1970@yahoo.
com  or call (216) 965-3181.

The next Spartans Lodge 576 meeting will be 
held at Waterloo Hall on Monday, Feb. 13, starting 
at 6:30 p.m. I hope to see you there!

GOLDEN EAGLES
FROM PAGE 1 

Rose Zaubi, Beatrice Matuszwski and Nettie 
Juvancic. Congratulations, everyone!

Not to be forgotten, the Youth Circle 7 Christmas 
party was held earlier in the day at Amen Corner. 
Santa Claus (A.J. Kocjan) appeared to the delight 
of our children, and everyone had fun. Kathy Nail, 
Kandace Kocjan, Kathleen Seifert and AJ Kocjan 
organized the event and are to be congratulated 
for making this party a success.

Please remember that the next general member-
ship meeting for Golden Eagles Lodge 643 will not 
be held until March 16. The meeting will begin at 
6:30 p.m. at Amen Corner in Girard. Have a joyous 
and prosperous New Year!

A festive holiday for 
Lodge 643 members

by SAMANTHA VOLPE
Lodge 158

EUCLID, Ohio — The 
members of Loyalites Lodge 
158 send their thoughts and 
prayers to Sis. Eileen Marku-
sic on the passing of her 
brother, John Vasilko. Eileen 
thanks all of the Lodge mem-
bers for their condolences and 
prayers for her and her family.

We’d also like to send our 

thoughts and prayers to the 
family of Angie Zabjek who 
we lost on Jan. 12 at the age of 
95. Angie was a well-known 
volunteer in our Slovenian 
community, and she will be 
greatly missed.

The Lodge 158 members 
who participated in the annual 
Christmas bus trip had a blast 
visiting Castle Noel and other 
attractions.

We’d like to say happy 
birthday to John O’Donnell, 
Judy DeFrank, Eileen Marku-
sic and all other January and 
February birthday celebrants.

Coming up in April, the 
Loyalites will be hosting a 
New Orleans-style Mardi 
Gras party. Details will be 
included in our next ProS-
veTA article.

The SNPJ Farm in Kirt-

land, Ohio, is still looking 
for help on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. The Farm is also 
in need of new caretakers. 
If you know of anyone who 
may be interested, have them 
contact Gina Volpe at (440) 
205-1618.

I hope to see you at the Win-
ter Classic Bowling Tourna-
ment Feb. 17-19! Don’t forget 
to send in your entry forms!

Loyalites will celebrate Mardi Gras in Cleveland
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The meeting was called to order at 3:05 p.m. 
by Chairman Clifford with Brothers Anderson, 
Hervol, Evanish and Lawrence in attendance.

A motion was made by Bro. Hervol, second 
by Bro. Anderson, to approve the minutes of 
the April 28, 2016, meeting. Motion approved.

A motion was made by Bro. Anderson, second 
by Bro. Evanish, to approve the secretary’s 
(National Treasurer’s) report of bond purchases 
and disposals for the second quarter of 2016. 
Motion approved.

Discussion on annuity crediting rates. Motion 
by Bro. Hervol, second by Bro. Evanish, to 
adjust the crediting rates effective Sept. 1, 
2016, as follows:

Loyalty Series 8-Year Surrender first 
year guarantee: 3.50 percent

Loyalty Series 5-Year Surrender first 
year guarantee: 3.00 percent
Loyalty Series 8-Year Surrender after 
first year: 3.00 percent
Loyalty Series 5-Year Surrender after 
first year: 2.75 percent
Century Series 8-Year Surrender with 
contract minimum rate of 1.25 percent 
and 2.00 percent: 3.00 percent
Century Series 5-Year Surrender with 
contract minimum rate of 1.25 percent 
and 2.00 percent: 2.75 percent
Century Series 8- and 5-Year Surrender 
with contract minimum rate of 3.00 
percent: 3.00 percent

Discussion on the status of the Avella property.
Reviewed the portfolio and transactions for 

the period.
Joined by phone conference at 4 p.m. with 
Wellington Management Company represen-
tatives Marc Mercurio, Liz Kleinerman and 
Abigail Claire.
Discussion and questions on capital markets 
review by Liz Kleinerman.
The committee reviewed portfolio performance, 
outlook and strategy, and compliance issues.
The committee thanked the Wellington repre-
sentatives for the presentation and ended the 
phone conference at 4:40 p.m.
The next meeting date is to be determined.
Motion to adjourn at 4:57 p.m. by Bro. Hervol, 
second by Bro. Evanish. Motion approved.

Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting
held July 28, 2016, at the SNPJ Home Office, Imperial, Pa.

Report of the Secretary for the period April 1 through June 30, 2016
Purchases:
Trade Date Security Description Coupon yield Par Value Cost Maturity Date Rating
05/09/2016 AbbVie Inc 4.300%  4.340%  $400,000  $397,820  05/14/2036 A-
06/08/2016 Actavis Funding SCS 4.550%  4.510%  300,000  301,464  03/15/2035 BBB-
06/02/2016 Brixmor Operating Pa 4.125%  4.210%  295,000  293,018  06/15/2026 BBB-
06/29/2016 Cook County, IL 6.229%  4.370%  340,000  415,874  11/15/2034 AA-
05/18/2016 HSBC Holdings PLC 6.500%  5.050%  275,000  326,535  09/15/2037 BBB+
04/28/2016 ING US Inc 5.700%  4.740%  400,000  458,524  07/15/2043 BBB
06/15/2016 Kinder Morgan Inc 5.300%  5.730%  200,000  190,190  12/01/2034 BBB-
05/16/2016 Lincoln National 6.150%  5.020%  575,000  656,018  04/07/2036 A-
06/08/2016 McKesson Corporation 6.000%  4.330%  500,000  625,945  03/01/2041 BBB+
05/16/2016 Bank of America 7.750%  4.870%  200,000  277,140  05/14/2038 BBB
04/13/2016 National Rural Utility 5.250%  5.250%  650,000  650,000  04/20/2046 BBB+
04/13/2016 Orlando Health 4.416%  4.420%  210,000  210,000  10/01/2044 A
05/19/2016 Southern Co 4.250%  4.280%  650,000  647,264  07/01/2036 BBB+
06/15/2016 Southern Power Co 5.150%  4.590%  150,000  162,515  09/15/2041 BBB+
06/15/2016 Teachers Insurance 4.900%  4.120%  300,000  339,039  09/15/2044 AA-
06/30/2016 Western Gas Partner 4.650%  4.680%  60,000  59,878  07/01/2026 BBB-

Sales or Full Calls:
Disposal Date Security Description Coupon yield Par Value Consideration Maturity Date Gain/Loss
05/15/2016 Countrywide Financial 6.250%  6.019%  $800,000  $800,000  05/15/2016 $0 
05/23/2016 DTE Energy Co 6.350%  6.358%  400,000  400,396  06/01/2016 397 
04/01/2016 Hydro Quebec 7.500%  7.669%  600,000  600,000  04/01/2016 0 
06/14/2016 Rio Tinto Fin USA LTD 6.500%  4.242%  500,000  554,165  07/15/2018 31,840 
05/25/2016 Swiss Re Capital 6.854%  6.854%  1,000,000  1,000,000  05/29/2049 0

ROBERT J. LAWRENCE
Secretary, Finance Committee

ROGER C. CLIFFORD
Chairman

ROBERT J. LAWRENCE
Secretary

2016 SNPJ Family Twosome
Bowling Tournament Results

BANTAMS DIVISION (age 8 & under)
Grandfather-Grandson Class Lodge/Circle Score
Joe & Ayden Kereki 138/C-19 652*
Mother-Daughter Class
Carissa & Chloe Boyer 138/C-19 368*
Lauren & Aubrey Ike 138/C-19 738**
Grandfather-Granddaughter Class
Gerald Francis & Jocelyn Brown 686 514*
Grandmother-Granddaughter Class
Mary Alyce Francis & Jocelyn Brown 686 511*
Stacey Little & Hailey Ike 138/C-19 748**

(Bantam bowlers rolled a two-game series. In the event that scores 
for three games were submitted, the lowest combined score was deleted.)

PREPS DIVISION (ages 9-11)
Mother-Son Class Lodge/Circle Score
Cathy & Joey Volpe 564  485*
Father-Son Class
Tony & Joey Volpe 564  681*
Jeff & Max Mlaker 584 1,146**
Grandfather-Grandson Class
Ermando & Joey Volpe 564  590*
Mother-Daughter Class
Pam & Lauren Hudson 564 567*
Father-Daughter Class
Shawn & Sierra Kereki 138 757*
Grandfather-Granddaughter Class
Gerald Francis & Madalaine Brown 686 794*
John Wagner & Blissany Mounts 138/C-19 1,146**
Grandmother-Granddaughter Class
Mary Alyce Francis & Madalaine Brown 686 788*

JUNIORS DIVISION (ages 12-14)
Mother-Son Class Lodge/Circle Score
Cathy & Anthony Volpe 564 639*
Pam & Bradley Hudson 564 1,188**
Father-Son Class
Carl & Owen Flockhart 564 876*
Tony & Anthony Volpe 564 1,163**
Father-Daughter Class
Bob & Erin Lawrence 138/C-19 1,170*
Jeff & Emily Mlaker 584 1,161**
Grandmother-Grandson Class
Lucy Roberts & Alek Boggio 138/C-19 774*
Karen Jurkowski & Conner Bosek 564 1,458**
Grandfather-Grandson Class
Ken & Erik Anderson 677 783*
Ermando & Anthony Volpe 564 1,134**

MAJORS DIVISION (ages 15-18)
Mother-Son Class Lodge/Circle Score
Ana & Jacob Fajnor 786 692*
Father-Son Class
Bob & Robert Lawrence 138/C-19 1,331*
Jeff & Tyler Mouthey 584 1,172**
Mother-Daughter Class
Beth & Olivia Buciarelli 564 560*
Father-Daughter Class
Tom & Carley Schweiger 584 1,052*

*Indicates Actual Champion
**Indicates Handicap Champion

Badger Jabber
by BOB SMOLE

Lodge 584

MILWAUkEE — Happy New Year 
(Srečno novo leto)! Yep, 2017 has been 
upon us for a month already. Time sure 
flies when you’re having fun. Just think, 
Christmas will be here in 11 more months.

I have a few interesting topics to relay 
to you, so don’t put your ProSveTA 
down just yet. First, the Badger Lodge 584 
bylaws were changed at the annual meet-
ing. It was moved, seconded and passed 
to eliminate the $3.60 Lodge assessment 
for the present. Therefore, adult members 
will not be assessed $3.60 for local Lodge 
dues in 2017.

Second, on Sunday, Feb. 12, the Slo-
venian Arts Program of the University 
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee will present a 
Slovenian Day of Culture program in the 
community room at Manor Park, 8536 W. 
Oklahoma Ave. The community room is 
just inside the entrance; please use the 
doorway under the canopy. This is a free 
event and it is open to the public.

The program will run from 2 to 5 p.m. 
and feature Bro. Joseph Valencic (5) of 
Cleveland, a renowned writer and speaker 
on Slovenian-American history, music and 
arts. Bro. Valencic will offer an illustrated 
lecture on Slovenians in American culture. 
This very interesting presentation will be 
followed by a reception in the adjoining 
bistro, with Slovenian delicacies such as 
strudel, potica, Slovenian sausage, coffee 
and “Slovenski Vino” for you to partake in. 

You can’t beat this for an afternoon, 
and the price is right — free! I suggest 
marking the date of Sunday, Feb. 12 on 
your calendar as a “must attend” event.

For the Family Twosome Bowling 
Tournament that was recently held at 
Lucky Lanes, 51st and Howard Ave. in 
Milwaukee, organizer Sis. Mary Donovan 

reported that the Milwaukee bowlers did 
some pretty good bowling and produced 
some class champions. In the bantams 
class (8 years old and under), the Lodge 
686 grandfather-granddaughter team of 
Bro. Gerald Francis and Jocelyn Brown 
rolled a 514 scratch, and the Lodge 686 
grandmother–granddaughter team of Sis. 
Mary Alyce Francis and Jocelyn Brown 
rolled a 511 scratch.

In the preps class (ages 9–11), the Lodge 
584 father-son team of Bro. Jeff and Max 
Mlaker scored an 1,146 handicap. The 
Lodge 686 grandfather-granddaughter 
team of Bro. Gerald Francis and Madalaine 
Brown knocked down a 794 scratch, and 
the Lodge 686 grandmother-granddaugh-
ter team of Sis. Mary Alyce Francis and 
Madalaine Brown scored 788 scratch for 
the championship.

In the juniors class (ages 12–14), the 
Lodge 584 father-daughter team of Bro. 
Jeff and Emily Mlaker rolled an 1,161 
handicap. In the majors class (ages 15–18), 
the Lodge 584 father-son team of Bro. 
Jeff and Tyler Mouthey achieved an 1,172 
handicap, while the Lodge 584 father-
daughter team of Bro. Tom and Carley 
Schweiger rolled a 1,052 scratch.

Awards will be presented to these 
recipients at a future Lodge meeting once 
the awards are received. Thanks to all the 
bowlers for participating and for doing so 
well. Our gratitude as well to Sis. Mary 
Donovan for all of her time and effort 
to make this Family Twosome Bowling 
Tournament another successful event.

On our sick list is Lodge 584 President 
Tim Donovan, who is recuperating at 
home after having surgery. All indica-
tions are that the surgery went well and 
now it’s time for healing. Best wishes to 
Bro. Donovan for a speedy recovery and 
return to normal life.

Reports (from her) have it that Sis. Judy 
Price is doing well at home as she deals 
with some medical issues while recovering 
from a broken wrist. We also wish her well.

Sis. Rose Chepeck is recuperating at 
home while recovering from pneumonia. 
Best wishes, Rose. Get better soon. Bro. 
Tom Gehm is also recuperating at home 
while preparing for some surgery later this 
month. Good luck, Tom. Keep us posted on 
your progress. Bro. Don Wene of Crivitz, 
Wis., underwent surgery on Jan. 24. I hope 
this rectified your health issues and will 
make your 2017 better. Please keep all 
of these members in your thoughts and 
prayers for speedy recoveries.

Welcome to the world, Kennedy Jae 
Huseonica! Baby girl Kennedy was born 
Jan. 11, weighing in at 6 lbs. and 9 oz.  
She is the daughter of Sis. Amanda and 
Bro. Patrick Huseonica, and the sister of 
brother Carson. A future SNPJ member, 
Kennedy is granddaughter of Sis. Nancy 
and Bobby Gulland and Duane Swiatek, 
and the great-granddaughter of Bro. Bob 
and Sis. Amalie Smole. We are all excited 
to welcome this pretty little bundle to our 
growing family, and we wish her a pros-
perous and healthy life ahead.

The regular Badger Lodge 584 monthly 
meeting that was scheduled for Thursday, 
Jan. 12, was canceled due to winter weather 
concerns. E-mails and personal calls 
were made to inform the regular meeting 
attendees of this cancellation. Hopefully 
we were able to reach all of you. For those 
who may have arrived to Mary Queen 
of Heaven for the meeting and found 
the doors locked, I/we apologize for the 
inconvenience this may have caused. We 
tried to reach everyone on our list. If you’d 
like to be added to the cancellation e-mail 
list, please contact me at rsmole@wi.rr.
com. Please enter “Badger 584 Cancella-
tion List” in the subject line.

Keep in mind that the next regular 
monthly meeting of the Badger Lodge 
584 will be held the second Thursday of 
February, Feb. 9, starting at 7 p.m. in the 
Mary Queen of Heaven gym, 2360 S. 106 
St. in West Allis, Wis. We hope to see you 
there – barring any winter storms. 

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — All SNPJ 
Lodge secretaries received the 
delegate election forms for the 
2017 Young Adult Conference 
(YAC) and Teens Experience 
Leadership (TEL) Workshop in 
their December 2016 mailing.

The YAC will be held June 
23-25 for our 18- to 30-year-old 
members. The TEL Workshop 
will be held Aug. 4-6 for our 
13- to 17-year-old members. 
Both programs will be held at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center in 
the Borough of SNPJ, Pa.

Any member interested 
in attending either program 
should contact their Lodge 

Important dates for YAC and TEL registration
secretary as soon as possible. 
Be sure to provide your Lodge 
secretary with a current e-mail 
address as correspondence 
about these programs will be 
handled electronically as often 
as possible. The completed 
delegate election forms are due 
back to the Fraternal Depart-
ment by April 30. 

Once the election forms 
are received by the Fraternal 
Department, all delegates will 
receive an introductory packet 
via e-mail. This packet will 
include a general information 
sheet, a tentative agenda, and 
a delegate registration form 
that must be completed by the 
delegate and returned to the 

Fraternal Department no later 
than May 16. This completes 
the registration process. All 
delegates must turn in a form by 
the deadline date or they may 
be replaced by an alternate or 

surrogate delegate.
Please note that we must 

have 50 confirmed delegates 
for each program by the regis-
tration deadline or the program 
will be canceled.

Members 
planning 
to attend 
this year’s 
Young Adult 
Conference or 
TEL Workshop 
should contact 
their Lodge 
secretary to 
ensure they 
are included in 
the delegate 
elections.

50-year Members
February 2017
 Lodge Member
 A01 Bernadette Klucsarits
 A02 Barbara Jacobs
 2 William M. Herron
 6 Joseph B. Litvik Jr.
 6 Nancy Gualazzi
 31 Lyndora L. Shuttic
 34 Albin J. Turk
 87 Patricia E. Johnston
 117 Richard J. Gedid
 138 Mary E. Beall
 138 Mary Lou Stillings
 138 Jane L. Gee
 207 Richard J. DeVore
 216 Albert P. Sepelyak Jr.
 274 Gilda M. Kranyc
 355 Carole J. Wolbert

 Lodge Member
 562 David Burlenski
 566 Joseph A. Leotta
 577 Fred J. Granato
 584 Kathleen M. Wadina
 643 Marilyn A. Hanton
 715 Michael A. Bavetz
 723 Angela Racic
 723 Robert W. Haughey
 723 Karl Trinkley
 729 Barbara J. Lipp
 729 Perry A. Harris
 749 David M. Horevay
 771 Fred R. Nolfi Jr.
 771 Donald M. Nolfi
 771 Marilyn J. Johnson
 782 James A. Cronkhite

60-year Members
February 2017
 Lodge Member
 2 Joyce A. Matthews
 8 George J. Baumbich
 8 Geraldine Kovacic
 87 Richard A. Sabec
 107 Rosalie L. Osborne
 225 Roger Sterbentz

Lodge Member
 254 Beverly A. Iannello 
 562 George A. Nemeth
 614 Kathleen P. Flynn
 665 Ruth Ann Salera
 723 Frank A. Costello

 Lodge Member
 5 Ann J. Friedel
 5 Mary Podlogar
 107 Martha St. Ivany
 138 Jennie Zuzek
 190 Elizabeth A. Yauneridge
 277 Robert J. Mikolich

70-year Members
February 2017

Lodge Member
 566 Rudolph L. Kozan
 576 Agnes M. Farroni
 584 Jennie Svigel
 584 Yvonne F. Lavey
 643 Rose M. Zaubi

 Lodge Member
 426 Eleanor Motil

80-year Members
February 2017
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I love you and miss
you so very much...

Amy Mavrich
Lodge 138

In memory of my
friend Karen Russ on
her birthday, Feb. 24

Sadly missed by daughter Marion (Zornik) and Ermando Volpe; son Rudy and Marlene; 
grandchildren Erik, Todd, Lisa, Tony and John; great-grandchildren Justin, Daniel, Jacob, 
Paul Jr., Anthony Ermando and Joseph; and relatives in Slovenia and the United States.

In LovIng MeMory of Dear Parents anD granDParents

You are both forever
in our hearts.

John 
Zornik

d. 1971

Agnes 
Zornik
d. 1994

DetroIt, MIch.

Bro. JohN yarmeak
• Lodge 218 •

DENVER — The members of 
Lodge 218 sadly announce the 
Nov. 11, 2016, passing of Bro. 
John Yarmeak, 58, of Aurora, 
Colo. He was a 41-year SNPJ 
member.

Bro. Yarmeak was born 
May 4, 1958, in Carnegie, Pa., 
a son of Joseph and Marjorie 
Skrabut Yarmeak. His family 
moved to Cecil, Pa., where he 
lived during his childhood. He 
graduated from Canon-McMil-
lan High School in 1976.

He moved to Aurora at the 
age of 21 with nothing but a bag 
on his back. He married in his 
late twenties and had three chil-
dren, and was divorced in 2010. 
He became both the father and 
mother figure to his children, 
who were the pride and joy of 
his life, along with his house, 
his business, his vehicles and 
the rest of his family.

Residing in Colorado, he 
started working with Tech 
Towing, and eventually be-
came the sole owner and driver 
for Tech Towing. He loved 
restoring old cars. He spent his 
free time visiting car shows and 
swap meets. He loved his job 
and took pride in what he did 
for a living. He’d help anybody 
out in a heartbeat and never 
asked for anything in return.

Surviving are his children, 
John Alan Yarmeak, Benjamin 
Joseph Yarmeak and Megan 
Marie Yarmeak; a grandson, 
John Alan Berling; his father, 
Joseph Yarmeak Sr.; a brother, 
Joseph Yarmeak Jr.; four sis-
ters, Andi (Mark) Kulbacki, 
Mechelle Siders, Barbara 
Yarmeak and Susan Hindman; 
two sisters-in-law, Gerianne 
(Greg) Buschy and Gabrielle 
(Patrick) Esser; and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by 
his mother, Marjorie Yarmeak; 
and many aunts and uncles.

A memorial service for 
Bro. Yarmeak was held Dec. 
4, 2016, in Newcomer Funeral 
Home, Aurora.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 218 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Yarmeak’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss. 

sis. laVerNe mals
 • Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the Nov. 28, 2016, pass-
ing of Sis. LaVerne Mals, 82, 
of Strabane.

Sis. Mals was born Nov. 4, 
1934, in Washington, Pa., a 
daughter of the late John and 
Elizabeth Hall Hampson. Prior 
to her retirement, she worked 

Sis. MARGARET YAKLICH (721)

at Ernie’s Esquire as a waitress 
and hostess.

A 45-year SNPJ member, 
Sis. Mals enjoyed polka, waltz 
and oberek dancing, where 
she met her husband, Joseph 
Mals, who survives. She was 
a devoted wife and dedicated 
mother.

Surviving, in addition to her 
husband, are two sons, Charles 
(Tara) Mals of Boynton Beach, 
Fla., and Richard Mals of 
Strabane; a daughter, Linda 
(Jim) Shephard of Allentown, 
Pa.; a brother, Ron (Sandy) 
Hampson of Waynesburg, Pa.; 
two sisters, Elizabeth (Robert) 
Hess of Washington and Peggy 
(Michael) Tomecsko of Stra-
bane; and five grandchildren.

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death 
by a brother, John Edward 
Hampson; and a sister, Kathryn 
Ruth Dunn.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Mals 
on Dec. 5, 2016, in St. Patrick 
Roman Catholic Church, Can-
onsburg. Interment followed 
in National Cemetery of the 
Alleghenies, Cecil Twp., Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Sis. 
Mals’ family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. stePheN a. tomecsko
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
announce a second loss with the 
Nov. 29, 2016, passing of Bro. 
Stephen A. “Skip” Tomecsko, 
73, of Strabane. He was a 30-
year SNPJ member.

Bro. Tomecsko was born 
June 22, 1943, in Canonsburg, 
Pa., a son of the late Stephen 
and Helen Franko Tomecsko. 
Prior to his retirement, he 
worked for Cooper Industries.

Skip was active with the 
button box club in Strabane, 
and enjoyed playing bass gui-
tar. For a number of years he 
performed with Veseli Fantje 
during the annual Slovenefest 
held at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center.

Surviving are two daugh-
ters, Christine Tomecsko of 
Canonsburg and Kimberly 
(Brien) Kocher; two brothers, 
James (Carole) Tomecsko of 
Canonsburg and David Tomec-
sko of Arizona; two grandchil-
dren, Alyssa Kocher and Alex 
Kocher; and several nieces and 
nephews. He was preceded in 
death by his parents.

Services for Bro. Tomecsko 
were held Dec. 2, 2016, at 
Sollon Funeral Home, Ltd., 
Canonsburg. A private burial 
followed.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Tomecsko’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

Bro. geraLd H. Wagner
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report a third recent loss with 
the Dec. 5, 2016, passing of 
Bro. Gerald H. Wagner, 74, 

of North Strabane Twp., Pa.
Bro. Wagner was born Jan. 

14, 1942, in Strabane, a son of 
the late Henry and Elizabeth 
Graytok Wagner. He served his 
country with the U.S. National 
Guard. Prior to his retirement, 
he worked in the insulation de-
partment for McGraw-Edison, 
Cooper Industries and Pennsyl-
vania Transformer.

In addition to 33 years of 
SNPJ membership, he was a 
member of the KSKJ lodge in 
Strabane, and attend ed St. Pat-
rick Roman Catholic Church 
in Canonsburg, Pa., and Holy 
Rosary Church in Muse, Pa. 
He enjoyed cutting his grass 
and was an avid Nascar fan. 
He especially enjoyed going to 
the races with his sons.

On May 7, 1966, he mar-
ried his loving wife of more 
than 50 years, Rosann Maz-
zotta Wagner, who survives. 
Also surviving are two sons, 
Gerald J. (Lori) Wagner of 
Eighty Four, Pa., and Daniel 
C. Wagner of New Orleans; 
a sister, Lydia (Christopher) 
Hafenbrack of Eighty Four; 
five grandchildren; and several 
nieces, nephews and godchil-
dren.

He was predeceased by his 
parents and two sisters, Eleanor 
Wagner and Margaret Wagner.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Bro. Wag-
ner on Dec. 9, 2016, in St. Pat-
rick Roman Catholic Church, 
Canonsburg. Interment will 
follow in Forest Lawn Gar-
dens, McMurray, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Bro. 
Wagner’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

SiS. SHaron a. grover 
• Lodge 292 •

AVELLA, Pa. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 292 sadly report 
the Dec. 11, 2016, passing of 
Sis. Sharon A. Grover, 66, of 
Washington, Pa., formerly of 
Avella, in her home surrounded 
by family.

Sis. Grover was born Nov. 
11, 1950, in Buckhannon, 
W.Va., a daughter of the late 
Norman A. and Violet O. 
Campbell Haukins. She was a 
graduate of South Hills High 
School and a 1995 graduate 
of Parkway West Nursing 
School. She had since worked 
as a licensed practical nurse.

From 1994 to 2011, she was 
a resident of Avella, where she 
was a member of SNPJ Lodge 
292 and Avella Presbyterian 
Church. On May 24, 2001, she 
became an ordained minister 
of Universal Life Church. She 
had resided in Washington 
since 2011.

On Sept. 26, 1989, she 
married Joseph E. Grover, 
who survives. Also surviving 
are three sons, Christo pher 
Holloman of Canonsburg, 
Pa., Adam Holloman of 
Raleigh, N.C., and Timothy 
Ray of Wheeling, W.Va.; 
three grandchildren; four 
stepdaughters, Debra (Rich) 
Riggs of Allison Park, Pa., 
Dawn (Bill) Mooney of 
Baden, Pa., Denise Weaver of 
Zelienople, Pa., and Charlotte 
(Joe) Lazarski of Hampton, 
Ga.; a stepson, Joseph E. 
Grover Jr. of Linesville, Pa.; 
12 stepgrandchildren; eight 
stepgreat-grandchildren; and 
a daughter-in-law, Kathleen 
E. Watson of Uniontown, Pa.

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by 
a stepson, Keith Grover.

A memorial service for 
Sis. Grover was held Dec. 17, 
2016, in Avella Presbyterian 
Church officiated by Pastor 
Rich Narus.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 292 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Sis. 
Grover’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

sis. marJorie oNdrik
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report a fourth loss with the 
Jan. 1, 2017, passing of Sis. 
Marjorie Premro Ondrik, 90, 
of Meadowlands, Pa., in Wash-

ington County Health Center, 
Chartiers Twp., Pa. She was a 
72-year SNPJ member.

Sis. Ondrik was born July 
17, 1926, in Meadowlands, 
a daughter of Agnes Tomsic. 
She was a graduate of Chartiers 
High School. She was em-
ployed as a clerk in the office 
of the Register of Wills at the 
Washington County Court-
house. She enjoyed giving 
candy to everyone.

She married Stephen On-
drik, who preceded her in death 
on Dec. 25, 1977.

Surviving are a nephew, 
Thomas (Marianne) Filosi; 
a niece, Georganne (John) 
Wagner; and five great-nieces 
and nephews.

In addition to her husband, 
she was predeceased by five 
sisters and two brothers.

A blessing service for Sis. 
Ondrik was held Jan. 5 in 
McIlvaine-Speakman Funeral 
Home, Ltd., Houston, Pa. Inter-
ment followed in Oak Spring 
Cemetery, Canonsburg, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Ondrik’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

SiS. Margaret YakLicH
• Lodge 721 •

ALIQUIPPA, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 721 sadly 
announce the Jan. 3, 2017, 
passing of Sis. Margaret Za-
krajsek Latherow Yaklich, 100, 
of Ashland, Ky., formerly of 
Aliquippa, at Woodland Oaks 
Nursing Home in Ashland. She 
was an Honorary Member of 
Lodge 721 who had outlived 
her SNPJ life insurance policy 
in 2012.

Sis. Yaklich was born Jan. 
24, 1916, in West Aliquippa, 
Pa., where she was raised, the 
eldest daughter of the late Mike 
and Lucy Zakrajsek. She at-
tended school in Aliquippa, and 
was a devoted wife of 48 years 
to the late Samuel Latherow of 
Rochester, Pa., and of 14 years 
to the late William Yaklich of 
Aliquippa.

Margaret was an avid Pitts-
burgh Steelers fan and a con-
verted University of Kentucky 
basketball fan. She had many 
talents, including cake decorat-
ing, sewing, cooking, dancing 
and cornhole, and possessed 
an amazing ability to adapt to 
change. 

For many years she was 
an active volunteer in Beaver 
County, offering her time and 
service for SNPJ events, and for 
activities held at the Big Knob 
Grange, Big Knob Volunteer 
Fire Department, St. Cecilia 
Catholic Church, Passavant, 
and McGuire Memorial Home. 
She touched many lives.

In addition to her parents 
and two husbands, she was 
preceded in death by her lov-
ing sons, Fred Latherow and 
Samuel Latherow; her siblings, 
Mike Zakrajsek, Theresa Coo-
per and Fred Zakrasek; and 
many friends, relatives and 
in-laws. 

She is survived by her 
daughter-in-law, Gretchen 
Morgan Latherow; and her 
grandchildren, David (Leigh) 
Latherow and Keri Ellen (Dan-
iel) Kocur. Also surviving are 
five great-grandchildren.

A Funeral Mass was cel-
ebrated for Sis. Yaklich on 
Jan. 9 at St. Cecilia Catholic 
Church, Rochester. Private 
interment followed in Sylva-
nia Hills Memorial Park and 
Mausoleum, Rochester.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 721 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Yaklich’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

SNPJ fraternal sympathies

Looking for information on 
your SNPJ life insurance 
and annuity policies? Enroll 
in PolicyView, SNPJ’s web-
based policy information 
program. Logon to snpj.org 
and follow the step-by-step 
instructions.

at your
fingertips

information

DEATHS REPORTED
For the month of October 2016
   DATE OF
LODGE NAME DEATH CITy-STATE
 A01 Wallace D. Menosky 09-10-2016 Fombell, Pa.
 A02 Norma B. Long 09-10-2016 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 A02 William E. Sinagra 09-30-2016 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 2 Genevieve Grilc 09-01-2016 Depue, Ill.
 2 Catherine A. Klasing 06-25-2016 Michigan City, Ind.
 6 Pauline J. Sakely 08-20-2016 Benton, Mich.
 6 Frank W. Etzel Jr. 10-04-2016 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 8 Lillian Ladner 07-31-2016 Jennings, La.
 8 Margaret Knez 10-24-2015 Mesa, Ariz.
 87 Ann Zugaro 09-19-2016 Somerset, Pa.
 89 Freda A. Massey 10-13-2016 McMurray, Pa.
 106 Linda M. Golinski 07-20-2016 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 106 Anthony Stefancic 09-01-2016 West Alexander, Pa.
 126 Peter Fedorka 05-14-2016 Mentor, Ohio
 138 Alan M. Kern 03-25-2016 Daphne, Ala.
 153 Donald E. Donofrio 08-25-2016 Lowellville, Ohio
 158 Daniel C Kiefer 09-24-2016 Euclid, Ohio
 174 Donald R. Eash 09-15-2016 Johnstown, Pa.
 223 Anthony Perman 04-01-2016 Homer City, Pa.
 225 John L. Burgar 09-21-2016 Arma, Kan.
 254 Donald O. Gohn 10-15-2016 Johnstown, Pa.
 265 Anne M. Stuhler 09-12-2016 Canonsburg, Pa.
 292 Dolores M. Jeskey 08-29-2016 Oregon, Ohio
 304 Anne Cippa 05-04-2016 Sacramento, Calif.
 562 Arthur F. Tuchek 09-08-2016 New Athens, Ohio
 577 Edmond H. Samec 09-05-2016 Pueblo West, Colo.
 577 Lois M. Colnar 02-20-2015 Pueblo, Colo.
 581 Jennie P. Murin 04-29-2016 Tannersville, N.Y.
 581 Robert J. Suhadolnik 01-26-2016 Roslyn, Pa.
 584 Annette J. Watkins 06-28-2016 Longwood, Fla.
 584 Margaret J. Latz 02-28-2016 Beach Park, Ill.
 584 Eugene H. Latz 08-22-2016 Lindenhurst, Ill.
 584 Rose H. Zuege 09-14-2016 Greendale, Wis.
 584 Mary O. Pribanich 09-30-2016 New Berlin, Wis.
 584 Bertha M. Stone 10-02-2016 Eveleth, Minn.
 626 Joseph J. Lukezic 08-23-2016 Barberton, Ohio
 689 Kenneth D. Dimick Sr. 09-09-2016 Helper, Utah
 723 Isabell V. Strazar 02-22-2013 Roseville, Calif.
 749 Pauline Langerholc 08-30-2016 Johnstown, Pa.
 757 Flora J. Kokal 09-05-2016 Helper, Utah

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary

SLOVENIAN RESEARCH 
CENTER OF AMERICA

29227 Eddy Rd., Willoughby Hills, OH 44092,
which gave you such magnificent books as

SLOVENIAN HERITAGE and 
SLOVENIAN LANGUAGE MANUALS,

now proudly presents over 100

SLOVENIAN AMERICAN 
INVENTORS AND INNOVATORS,

the 17th book by Prof. Edward Gobetz, SNPJ #142.

The hardcover 408-page book, with numerous 
photos in color, has been hailed as a splendid, 

monumental accomplishment, as it shows how 
much Slovenians have contributed to the 

progress of America and the world, from the 
first pocket calculator to Boeing 747 planes 
that forever changed long distance travel.

Checks for $50 made payable to 
Slovenian Research Center just barely cover 

the high printing costs per book and postage. 
Order this highly acclaimed book for yourself 

and, if you can, as gifts of lasting value for 
relatives, friends or libraries.

The author abdicated any and all royalties to facilitate the book’s publication.



PROSVETA
February 1, 2017www.snpj.org • prosveta@snpj.com 7

Make check or money
order payable to:

(412) 580-0236  •  dicktadydto@verizon.net

Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame

richard Allen Michael Tady

with more great American-Slovenian
polka & waltz hits – button box style!

Richard A. Tady
152 Cambridge Dr.
Harwick, PA 15049

CDs are $19 each
(Price includes postage & handling.)

2016 Recording of the Year and
New Original Song of the Year

“He’s Back”

(Part 3 of a three-part series)
by EDWARD GOBETZ, Ph.D.

Lodge 142

When former President Richard 
Nixon visited China in 1972, 
his party took along the first 

pocket calculator, the HP-35, as a “prime 
example of advanced American technol-
ogy.” The calculator was developed under 
the direction of lead inventor Dr. France 
Rode, an immigrant from Slovenia. 

As a follow-up to that brief introduc-
tion, we’ll open this column with a ques-
tion: “How have Slovenian Americans 
contributed to America and the world 
in terms of innovation and invention?” 

Dr. Anton Mavretic, who contributed 
to the Voyager 1 and Voyager 2 projects 
while working at the MIT Center for 
Space Research, occupied the prestigious 
Analog Devices chair in the Astronomy 
Department and Center for Space Physics 
at Boston University, and in 1993 was 
awarded the NASA Achievement Cita-
tion Plaque for work performed on the 
Wind Spacecraft Satellite. Frank Kerze, 
who authored the first book on zirconium, 
worked on the development of nuclear 
reactors, including the one used to power 
the first nuclear submarine, the USS 
Nautilus, which was launched in 1954. 

Rudy Ivancic is the lead electrical 
engineer on the team working to develop 
the  JWST telescope, which is said to be 
the most powerful ever developed, while 
Dr. Aleš Strojnik enjoys an international 
reputation as builder of the most power-
ful electronic microscope. His son, Dr. 
Primož Strojnik, is a leading American 
authority for functional electric stimu-
lation of organs, while Joseph Mrva is 
known for his invention of the MEDStim 
stimulation system.

Prolific inventor Anthony Zupancic 
and Peter Kozelj made significant contri-
butions to the design and technology of 
computed technology (or CT) scanners. 
Dr. John Nielsen, an internationally 
prominent metallurgist, is also an inven-
tor of dental alloys. Innovator Rudolph 
Lukez and inventor Dr. Mary Ellen Krecic 
Shepard are award-winning contributors 
in the field of pharmacology.

Dr. Anton Peterlin was a world-
famous polymer physicist, founder and 
the first director of Jožef Štefan Nuclear 
Institute in Ljubljana, Slovenia; the head 
of the Physics Institute in Munich, Ger-
many; and director of the Camille Dreyfus 
Laboratory, Research Triangle Institute, 
in North Carolina. Dr. Arthur Bergles, a 
professor and dean at a number of univer-
sities and an internationally-recognized 
authority on heat transfer, was elected 
president of the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers in 1990 when the 
association numbered 120,000 members. 

Marion Kosem, a multi-talented mechani-
cal engineer, inventor and administrator, 
worked in several leading positions at a 
number of Cleveland-area companies, 
including director of engineering at Reli-
ance Electric Company.

With over 100 patents to his credit, Slo-
venian immigrant Dr. Dušan Prevorsek 
is, among his other accomplishments, 
co-inventor (with Dr. Sheldon Kavesh) 
of the revolutionary high-strength SPEC-
TRA polyethylene fiber which is 10 times 
stronger than steel, yet so light that it floats 
on water. The two were selected Ameri-
can Inventors of the Year in 1989, and 
during the same year also inducted into 
the New Jersey Inventors Hall of Fame, 
where they are in the company of such 
giants as Thomas Edison, Nicola Tesla, 
Albert Einstein and Vladimir Zworykin. 

Dr. Gordon Vehar made phenomenal 
contributions to the successful treatment 
of hemophilia, and is also credited for 
great improvements in the treatment of 
heart infarcts and cancer. The “Newsweek 
Extra 2000 – A New Millennium” listed 
for the year 1984 Dr. Vehar’s Factor VIII 
(a treatment for hemophiliacs) “among 
the wonders produced during the last 100 
years.” He was the only person selected 
twice as Distinguished American Inven-
tor of the Year.  

Dr. Melissa Starovasnik, a biochemist, 
researcher, inventor and administrator, 
rose to the position of Senior Direc-
tor of Structural Biology at Genentech 
Company, a 1,300-member research 
organization which in 2012 was named 
“one of the world’s 50 most innovative 
companies.” Dr. Robert Suhadolnik was 
acclaimed in America and England for 
his “miraculous success” in the treatment 
of some contagious diseases, AIDS, in 
particular; while Dr. Peter Bonutti has nu-
merous patents in the field of orthopedic 
surgery. Frank Ziherl enriched medicine 
with several inventions, including the 
Press-O-Jet inoculators which, according 
to medical research, have saved hundreds 
of thousands of lives worldwide. 

Slovenian American patented inven-
tions range from Paul Trentel’s household 
labor-saving devices (such as self-wring-
ing mops), Henry Stalzer’s automatic post 
office meters and xerographic electronic 
printers, and Dr. Joseph Vodonik’s devel-
opment of polyester used in apparel and 
home furnishings throughout the world, 
to MIT’s Dr. Hermann Haus’ fiberoptic 
undersea cables and his “enormous 
contributions to the science of optics and 
its technological applications,” and Dr. 
August Raspet’s instruments for weigh-
ing planes while in flight. 

It should be added that Andrew Zupan, 
at the age of 16, won first prize at the 
1969 Youth International Science and 

Engineering Fair in San Antonio, Texas, 
and was invited to attend the Nobel Prize 
ceremonies in Stockholm, Sweden, where 
he received congratulations from the 
Swedish Queen. His brother, Dr. Mark 
Zupan, following a brilliant teaching, 
research and administrative career, was 
named president of Aldred University 
in New York in 2016. Dr. Jernej Barbič 
was listed in MIT Technology review 
(Sept./Oct. 2011) as “one of 35 innova-
tors under 35 whose work promises to 
change the world,” while Popular Sci-
ence magazine (October 2012) selected 
astrophysicist Dr. Anže Slosar, another 
young immigrant from Slovenia, as one 
of its “Brilliant Ten.”  

Dr. Jure Leskovec, an immigrant from 
Slovenia, is, according to Dr. Zvonko 
Fazarinc, “the youngest professor at 
Stanford University and the only lecturer 
on social networking whose pioneering 
work is of great value for business, gov-
ernments, the pursuit of terrorists and 
much more. His work covers newspaper 
and magazine reports, Google, Twitter, 
Facebook, blogs, etc.; tasks that can be 
done only by computers. So far, he is the 
only true specialist in the field.”

Dr. Robert Grasselli, an immigrant 
from Slivnica, a small village in Slove-
nia, is a world-renowned pioneer in the 
area of selective oxidation catalysis; a 
researcher, team leader and distinguished 
professor at several American and Euro-
pean universities; and with 175 patents at 
last count was involved in “one of most 
significant and technologically important 
accomplishments: the discovery of the 
Sohio Acryonitrile Process (National 
Historic Chemical Landmark). Dr. Gras-
selli has received numerous awards; was 
inducted into U.S. National Hall of Fame 
for Engineering, Science and Technol-
ogy; received an honorary doctorate 
from the University of Bologna; and was 
nominated for several Nobel Prize for 
Chemistry recognitions.

While we could mention important 
contributions of many other Slovenian 
American inventors and innovators, let 
us conclude this short overview with 
Dr. Donald Jerina, who is the 33rd most 
frequently quoted author from among a 
million scientific writers from numer-
ous countries, and was also repeatedly 
nominated by professional colleagues for 
the Nobel Prize in Chemistry – another 
Slovenian American inventor and innova-
tor who has made an undeniably strong 
impact on the scientific and technological 
progress of America and the world.  

EDITOR’S NOTE: Portions published by 
the U.S. embassy, Ljubljana, June 20, 2011. 
The original article, “Highlights on Slovenian 
American Inventors,” was first published in 
Slovenian American Times (June 2011).

Slovenian American inventors and innovators: 
A contribution to diversity – Part 3

SNPJ Recreation Center 
2017 Fraternal Events
Schedule
May 6-7 National Bowling Tournament
May 28 Recreation Center Brew & Bean Festival
  (Micro Brew & Chili Cookoff) 

June 18-23 SNPJ youth Roundup
June 23-25 SNPJ young Adult Conference
July 7-9 SLOVENEFEST 2017

Membership Certificate Holders
ANNUAL MEETING

Slovenian Society Home - Annex
20713 Recher Avenue

Euclid, OH 44119

Sunday, February 12, 2017, at 2 p.m.

The Board of Directors invites all certificate holders 
and Lodge & Club representatives to attend.

2017 MISS SNPJ PAGEANT
FROM PAGE 1 

to SNPJ functions across the country. 
The winner of the Miss Activity title 
will be awarded a $1,200 scholarship, 
and Miss Talent will receive an $800 
scholarship. Participation in the pageant 
meets the activity requirement of the 
SNPJ Scholarship Program.

Pageant entry forms are available on 

the “Miss SNPJ Pageant” page of our 
website, www.snpj.org. All contestants 
participating in the pageant will receive a 
$50 participation award, and each young 
lady who enters the pageant before May 
15 will receive an additional early bird 
bonus of $50. The deadline to enter the 
pageant is June 12.

The Miss SNPJ Pageant Booster 
Fund is currently accepting donations. 

Any donation, large or small, is truly 
appreciated and will be recognized in 
the pageant program. 

Checks can be made payable to 
“SNPJ,” noting “Miss SNPJ Pageant” 
on the memo line, and mailed to Slovene 
National Benefit Society, Attn: Fraternal 
Department, 247 West Allegheny Rd., 
Imperial, PA 15126.

I’ll see you at a fraternal event soon.

SNPJ invites entrants to the 2017 Miss SNPJ Pageant

PROSVETA 2017 Publication Dates

Publication dates are highlighted in black boxes; deadline dates are circled. The deadline for submissions is noon 
on the third Wednesday of each month, unless otherwise noted above or on the front page. Submissions may be 
mailed to PROSVETA at 247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126; faxed to (724) 695-1555; e-mailed to 
prosveta@snpj.com; or submitted via the Publications section of the SNPJ website, www.snpj.org.
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CARETAKER WAnTEd
For details contact 

Louis Novak
6308 Highland Rd., Highland Heights, OH 44143

e-mail: drslivo@hotmail.com

SNPJ Farm • Kirtland, Ohio

During her visit to the Fontana Slovene Hall in September 
2016, musician LyNN MARIE RINK (576) performed 
alongside the Frank Rote Band.

by PHYLLIS WOOD
Lodge 723 Secretary/Treasurer

FONTANA, Calif. — SNPJ 
Lodge 723 sponsored a spe-
cial dance in September 2016 
with special guest Lynn Marie 
Rink (576), who shared her 
life story with our guests and 
gave a fabulous performance 
on her button box with Frank 
Rote Band. 

The event was held to raise 
money for the John Rink Foun-
dation which assists with the 
purchase of items for special 
needs children that are not 
covered by insurance. These 
items assist children with 
communication, movement 
and other functions of daily 
living. The Lodge was pleased 
to present over $700 to Lynn 

Marie, which was the profit 
from the dance.

Lynn Marie is an incredible 
woman and has had a challeng-
ing life, but has survived every 
challenge handed to her no 
matter how big and disastrous. 
I was impressed by the fact 
that she has kept her Slovenian 
heritage close to her heart.

After the dance, a Slovenian 
performance group joined us. 
Lynn Marie whipped out her 
button box and played with 
the group in our barroom, 
singing the traditional songs 
of Slovenia with all her heart.

Lodge 723 thanks its mem-
bers and friends of the Fontana 
Slovene Hall for their atten-
dance and generous donations 
to this very worthy cause.

Lodge 723 dance aids
John Rink Foundation

Special 
guest LyNN 

MARIE RINK 
shared her 

life story with 
the crowd at 
the Fontana 
Slovene Hall 

in September.
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Congratulations to the 
2016 SNPJ Lodge Bonus 
Program participants!

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — There 
will be plenty of friendly competition 
at Senior Week 2017, scheduled this 
year during the week of Aug. 20-25 at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center.

Senior Week registration forms 

can be downloaded from our website, 
www.snpj.org. Completed forms, 
registration fees ($155 per member or 
$230 per non-member) and appropri-
ate cabin fees should be mailed to the 
SNPJ Recreation Center, 240 Martin 
Rd., Enon Valley, PA, 16120 by July 
1. All taxes are included. At least 50 

participants must be registered by 
July 1 or the event will be canceled, 
so register today!

If you have any questions, or to 
secure your reservation with a credit 
card, phone the SNPJ Recreation 
Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732 or 
e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

Plenty of friendly competition at Senior Week

The 2016 Senior Week balina champions [left to right]: 
FRED MARTIN, LOIS TOME, RITA ERNHARTH and 
DAVE KAUS.

The 2016 Senior Week beanbag champions: [seated] 
BOB KRAUS and RITA ERNHARTH; second place 
went to ERMANDO and MARION VOLPE [standing].

by KEVIN RICHARDS
Lodge 106

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Greetings from 
SNPJ Lodge 106! We’re playing bar 
bingo on the first and third Thursdays 
of the month in the Lodge 106 club-
room. Special early bird games start 
at 6:30 p.m., and the first regular game 
starts at 7. Our kitchen will be open 
during bar bingo.

Very soon, smoking will not be 
permitted in the Lodge 106 clubroom. 
There will be a designated smoking 

room in the building. 
Country music is making its way 

back to the Imperial Room at Lodge 
106 on Saturday, March 18, with the 
Southern Comfort Experience from 
Uniontown, Pa. The music begins at 
8 p.m., and admission is $8 per person 
at the door. Our kitchen will be open.

We will be hosting a polka dance in 
the Imperial Room on Sunday, April 
30, with music by Polkas Classics 
and the Ron Likovic Band. Dancing 
kicks off at 2 p.m. Admission is $8 

per person at the door, and our kitchen 
will be open.

Would you like to receive e-mails 
from Lodge 106 about upcoming 
events and important announcements? 
If so, e-mail snpj106@gmail.com and 
we’ll add you to our list. 

Keep track of all the activities 
going on at Lodge 106 by visiting 
the “Upcoming Events” page on our 
website, www.snpjimperialpa.com. 
Don’t forget to check out SNPJ Lodge 
106 on Facebook and “Like” us.

Winter fun in store at Imperial Lodge 106

by JANINA HRIBAR 
Lodge 1 Secretary/Treasurer

CHICAGO — On Dec. 4, 2016, Slavija Lodge 
1 held its annual meeting and elections before 
a Christmas luncheon was celebrated with 
members and friends.

The following Lodge 1 officers were elected 
to serve in 2017: President Michelle Hribar-
Hernandez, Secretary/Treasurer Janina Hri-
bar, Recording Secretary Arla Faye Franchi, 
Sergeant-at-Arms Marianne Murray, and audi-
tors Chuck O’Connell, Marlene O’Connell and 
Frank Mikec.

We are extremely grateful to Bro. Conrad 
Novak, who served as Lodge 1 president for 
the past three years. Regretfully, Bro. Novak 
declined the position for a fourth term. Sis. 

Michelle Hribar-Hernandez, daughter of sadly 
missed Bro. Edward Hribar Sr. who served as 
Lodge 1 president for many years, was elected 
by acclamation as Lodge president.

In the youth member department, we wel-
come new member Amelia M. Yaeger.  In the 
adult member department, we welcome David 
Peccatiello.

The Lodge extends its deepest condolences 
to family and friends of Sis. Patricia Peterson.

Our regular meetings are held at Czech 
Plaza Restaurant in Berwyn, Ill., at 11 a.m. on 
the first Wednesday of every third month. The 
next Slavija Lodge 1 meeting is scheduled for 
March 1.

We wish everyone a happy and prosperous 
2017!

Slavija Lodge 1 members and friends celebrated the holiday season with a Christmas 
luncheon held Dec. 4, 2016.

Slavija Lodge 1 greets the new year

LODGE BONUS PROGRAM
FROM PAGE 1 

Super Star Lodge Award
A Lodge will be designated as a Super Star Lodge and 

receive a $750 bonus if they:
1. Meet their Gold New Member Goal
2. Sponsor and report on five (5) or more Lodge activi-

ties, one of which is a community service or charitable 
benefit project

3. Add new members in every month of the current year. 
All Lodges that submit an Activity Planner will receive 

a Lodge Activity Reporting Form in September or October 

of this year. These completed forms are due back to the 
Fraternal Department by Dec. 31. So, the Lodge Activity 
Planner tells us what you are planning to do in 2017, and 
the Lodge Activity Reporting Form tells us what you 
actually did.

Please continue to submit articles and photos about 
your events to ProSveTA for publication.

These Lodge Bonus awards are made in addition to the 
regular Lodge and secretary awards, and will be paid out 
at the completion of the program.

We wish all of our Lodges the best as they attempt to 
attain the status of a Gold, Silver or Super Star Lodge.

Lodges earn rewards in the Lodge Bonus Program

Head to Samula Lodge 603 for Florida SNPJ Days
FLORIDA SNPJ DAyS

FROM PAGE 1 
drinks will be available.

Ruth and her daughter Ashley are 
chairing this event. A strudel bake and 
cabbage roll preparation are scheduled 
for 9 a.m. on Feb. 18 in the Lodge 
603 kitchen. Plan to come out and 
lend a hand.

We are so delighted to announce 
that Miss SNPJ 2017 Elizabeth 
“Betty” Hartman from Lodge 138 
in Strabane, Pa., will be attending 
Florida SNPJ Days this year. Betty 
is the daughter of Paul and Mary Jo 
Hartman. SNPJ National Secretary 
Karen Pintar will also be in attendance 
with announcements from the SNPJ 
Home Office in Imperial, Pa. We’re 
looking forward to seeing all of you 
once again at Lodge 603.

New Lodge Manager Cindy Gris-
wold prepared a meal for the Jan. 3 
meeting, and members brought cov-
ered dishes to share. Cindy is doing 
a fine job and is enthusiastic about 
making our Lodge more active in the 
community.

Lodge 603 hosted a successful 
Christmas party with Ruth Benedict 
and Nancy Bass in charge of the play 
and program. Cookies and punch were 

served after Santa Claus made his 
annual visit with a gift for everyone 
in attendance and goodie bags from 
the Lodge. Thank you, Paul Tomazin!

Only a few of us celebrated New 
Year’s Eve at the Lodge hall, but ev-
eryone had a good time. Refreshments 
were made by our Lodge manager, and 
Pauline Lockwood donated meatballs 
and shrimp hors d’oeuvres for every-
one to enjoy.

David Hall served as the chairman 
for the Lodge 603 Venison/Wildlife 
Cook-off held Jan. 28. Details of the 
event and the winners will be an-
nounced in a future article.

A golden 50th wedding anniver-
sary party will be taking place in the 
Lodge 603 Hall at 4 p.m. on Saturday, 
Feb. 4, for Mr. and Mrs. Shaw (Lenny 
and Mary). The Shaws are providing 
food and drink for everyone, so please 
come out and enjoy their special day.

You may remember Mary and 
Lenny as the winemakers from Mims, 
Fla., who pick grapes from their vine-
yard to make wine for Florida SNPJ 
Days, where they serve at the welcome 
station each year. Mary and Lenny 
traveled to Slovenia with SNPJ and 
fell in love with the homeland. They 
decided to grow their own grapes to 

produce wine for family and friends. 
Through the years, they have captured 
many gold ribbons for their wine at 
Central Florida shows.

Lenny grew up in Samsula and 
met Mary right here in our Slovenian 
community. They have three grown 
children and several grandchildren, 
all of whom have visited the Lodge 
603 Hall on numerous occasions 
throughout the years.

A Valentine’s Day dinner dance 
is planned at our Lodge hall on Feb. 
11, starting with dinner at 6 p.m.; the 
music will start at 8. Tickets are avail-
able at the Lodge hall and at Mike’s 
Corner in Samsula. The cost is $15 per 
person or $25 per couple and includes 
a roast beef dinner and live music. 
If you plan to attend, contact Lodge 
President George Benedict at (386) 
427-1410 or leave a message at the 
Lodge hall by calling (386) 428-3983. 
Cindy Griswold is the chairperson for 
this dance and can be reached at (386) 
689-9454. The deadline to RSVP for 
the Valentine’s Day event is Feb. 6.

The next Lodge 603 business meet-
ing is set for Monday, Feb. 6, starting 
at 6:30 p.m. and will include a covered 
dish meal. Do plan to attend and assist 
with our Lodge festivities.

2016 SNPJ Lodge Designations

Lodge 31, Sharon, Pa.
Lodge 277, Struthers, Ohio

Lodge 770, Borough of SNPJ, Pa.
Lodge 776, Borough of SNPJ, Pa.

Gold Level Lodges ($300 award)
SNPJ Lodge Designations - Membership

Silver Level Lodges ($200 award)

Lodge 689, Helper, Utah
Lodge 781, Avon, Ohio

Silver Level Lodges ($200 award)

Lodge 6, Sygan, Pa.
Lodge 34, Indianapolis

Lodge 106, Imperial, Pa.
Lodge 142, Cleveland

Lodge 223, Greensburg, Pa.
Lodge 245, Lawrence, Pa.

Lodge 274, Dunlo, Pa. 

Lodge 584, Milwaukee
Lodge 604, Cleveland

Lodge 715, Universal, Pa.
Lodge 721, Aliquippa, Pa.

Lodge 729, Yukon, Pa.
Lodge 745, Grass Valley, Calif.

Lodge 782, Glenshaw, Pa. 
Lodge 786, Orange County, Calif.

The 2017 SNPJ
Lodge Bonus Program

Gold Level Lodge: $300 Bonus
  • Reach the Gold Level Lodge Goal
    (Based on a percentage of Lodge membership
      with a minimum of 8 new members enrolled)

Silver Level Lodge: $200 Bonus
  • Reach the Silver Level Lodge Goal
    (Based on 50% of the Gold Level Goal with 
      a minimum of 4 new members)

New Member Enrollment

Lodge Activity
Gold Level Lodge: $300 Bonus
  • Sponsor 4 Lodge activities
    (Sponsor and report on 4 or more Lodge activities,
      at least one of which should be a community service
      or charitable benefit project)

Silver Level Lodge: $200 Bonus
  • Sponsor 2 Lodge activities
    (Sponsor and report on at least 2 Lodge activities)

Super Star Lodge
$750 Bonus

     • Reach the Gold Level new member goal
     • Demonstrate 12 month consistency
       (Add at least one new member in every month of the current year)
     • Sponsor 5 Lodge activities
       (Sponsor and report on 5 or more Lodge activities, at least one of
         which should be a community service or charitable benefit project)








 

Lodge 1, Chicago
Lodge 2, LaSalle, Ill.
Lodge 6, Sygan, Pa.

Lodge 8, Chicago
Lodge 34, Indianapolis
Lodge 53, Cleveland

Lodge 106, Imperial, Pa.
Lodge 113, Price, Utah

Lodge 138, Strabane, Pa.
Lodge 158, Euclid, Ohio
Lodge 207, Butte, Mont.

Lodge 218, Denver
Lodge 223, Greensburg, Pa.

Lodge 225, Girard, Kan.
Lodge 358, West Point, Ohio

Lodge 449, Cicero, Ill.
Lodge 559, Chicago, Ill.

Lodge 564, Detroit
Lodge 576, Cleveland

Lodge 603, Samsula, Fla.
Lodge 604, Cleveland

Lodge 643, Girard, Ohio
Lodge 721, Aliquippa, Pa.

Lodge 729, Yukon, Pa.
Lodge 745, Grass Valley, Calif.
Lodge 776, Borough of SNPJ, Pa.

Gold Level Lodges ($300 award)
SNPJ Lodge Designations - Activity

Lodge 782, Glenshaw, Pa.


