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• Prescott W. Spencer-Ruper
Born Dec. 15, 2018

Orange County, Calif., Lodge 786
Orange Coast Lodge 786 welcomes 
Prescott W. Spencer-Ruper as its new-
est member. Prescott is the son of Joan 
Spencer-Ruper (786) and Robert Ruper 
(786). We welcome Prescott to the SNPJ 
and extend our best wishes to his family.

The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are March 2 and April 1. All material 
must be received by noon on Monday, 
Feb. 17, for the March 2, issue, and by 
Monday, March 16, for the April 1 issue. 
If you’re concerned about making the 
deadline, send an e-mail to prosveta@
snpj.com or submit your material via 
the publications area of our website, 
www.snpj.org.

THE
DEADLINE

briefly

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Remember that the 
deadline for submissions to PROSVETA 
is noon on Mondays as indicated on the 
publications calendar (see page 6) and in 
“The Deadline” notification below. The 
deadline dates for upcoming issues are 
announced in each issue. When submit-
ting materials for publication, be sure 
to address all e-mail correspondence to 
prosveta@snpj.com.

PROSVETA deadlines
have moved to Mondays

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2020

Photo submitted by Sis. Carmella Smidl (8)

A Chance to Help Families in Need
In June, the members of Delavec Lodge 8 gathered at J.C. Georges Restaurant in Country-
side, Ill., for our annual collection of household supplies to be donated to the Ronald McDonald 
House. Ronald McDonald House is a great organization that helps the families of children who 
are in the hospital by offering a place to stay; it’s a home away from home. The organization 
is grateful for the supplies, which are offered free to the families. Lodge 8 is proud to support 
such a caring group that helps families who live far from the hospital with housing and meals.

The Society suffers the loss of former National 
Treasurer Sis. Marlene O’Connell

Sis. MARLENE E. O’CONNELL (1)
• 1935 -2019 •

SEE SIS. MARLENE O’CONNELL
ON PAGE 5

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The Slovene National 
Benefit Society sadly announces the Dec. 4, 
2019, passing of former SNPJ National Trea-
surer Sis. Marlene E. (Chandick) O’Connell of 
Orland Park, Ill.

Sis. O’Connell was born Aug. 30, 1935, in 
Pennsylvania, but spent the majority of her 
life in Illinois. Her father, the late Michael D. 
Chandick, served as president and secretary of 
Lodge 8 in Chicago for a number of years, and 
was also a member of the SNPJ National Board, 
serving as Region 5 Director from 1975-1978.

Marlene was a lifelong SNPJ member, 
initially joining the Society as a member of 
Lodge 8 before transferring her membership 
to Slavija Lodge 1 in Chicago. When she was 
a teenager and young adult she served as her 

father’s personal secretary, assisting with his 
business as a Lodge 8 officer and National Board 
member, and typing his correspondence and the 
numerous articles he submitted for publication 
in PROSVETA.

Sis. O’Connell served as vice president and 
as an auditor for SNPJ Lodge 8, and during her 
time as a Lodge officer she co-chaired the 1988 
National SNPJ Days celebration held in Chicago.

Marlene joined the SNPJ Home Office staff 
in 1986, bringing more than 25 years of experi-
ence to her position of annuity accountant and 
life claims processor.

During the 24th SNPJ Quadrennial Conven-
tion, held in Cleveland from Sept. 17-24, 1990, 
Sis. O’Connell was elected SNPJ National 
Treasurer and served in that capacity through 

2020 Miss SNPJ Pageant opens to contestants

The 
members 
of the 2019 
Miss SNPJ 
Pageant 
Committee 
(seated), 
pictured 
with the 
contestants 
in the 2019 
Miss SNPJ 
Pageant.

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Fraternal Depart-
ment extends an invitation to all eligible SNPJ 
young ladies to become part of history and enter 
the 2020 Miss SNPJ Pageant.

Contestants must be single females between 
the ages of 18 and 28 by July 10, 2020, and an 
SNPJ member for at least three months at the time 
of the pageant. You can download an entry form 
from the “Miss SNPJ Pageant” page of the SNPJ 
website, www.snpj.org.

The pageant will take place July 10-12 at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center; these dates coincide 

SEE 2020 MISS SNPJ PAGEANT
ON PAGE 5

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — The 2020 SNPJ 
Young Adult Conference will be held June 19-21 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center. This conference 
is a weekend-long program designed for 18- to 
30-year-old members to learn about SNPJ 
membership benefits and to voice their ideas, 
opinions and concerns regarding the Slovene 

Young adults, make plans now to attend the YAC
National Benefit Society.

Young Adult delegates are elected by their 
Lodges; those interested in attending the Young 
Adult Conference should contact their Lodge 
secretary. The Society pays for transportation, 
lodging and meals throughout the weekend. 

This year’s Young Adult Conference will be 
a work weekend format and will include a com-
munity service project. This year’s Young Adult 

Conference chairman is Robbie Rockwell (138).
The delegate counts for the Young Adult 

Conference were changed to match the Lodge 
delegate counts for the SNPJ Convention, except 
every Lodge may have at least one delegate, 
even those Lodges with 75 or fewer members. 

Delegates and surrogate delegates are 

SEE YOUNG ADULT CONFERENCE
ON PAGE 7

EUCLID, Ohio — As of mid-January, 
Loyalites Lodge 158 has a new Lodge 
website. Pay a visit to the new site, de-
signed by former Miss SNPJ and Loyalites 
Lodge Recording Secretary Elizabeth 
Smrdel, at https://snpj158.wordpress.com. 
A link to the new site is also available 
from the Lodge 158 site accessed via 
the “Lodge Directory” page on the SNPJ 
website, www.snpj.org.

Loyalites Lodge unveils 
new website in January

SAMSULA, Fla. — SNPJ Lodge 603 
will host Florida SNPJ Days on Friday 
and Saturday, Feb. 28-29. Entertainment 
at the Lodge 603 Hall is scheduled from 
4 to 9 p.m. on Friday, and from noon until 
6 p.m. on Saturday. Admission is $10 per 
person per day. Traditional foods will be 
available for purchase.

Members will be making apple strudels 
and cabbage rolls on Saturday, Feb. 22, 
starting at 9 a.m. If you would like to assist, 
bring a paring knife to peel the apples.

CINDY GRISWOLD
Lodge 603

Join the fun of Florida 
SNPJ Days Feb. 28-29

Heritage Center hosting third visiting Slovenian 
chef dinner at Imperial Lodge 106 in February

by TRACEY BELLE (138)
SNPJ Heritage Center Committee

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Heritage Center 
will be hosting the third in a series of dinners 
prepared by visiting chefs from different regions 
Slovenia. The first dinner was prepared by chefs 
from the Prekmurje region, while the second 
was prepared by chefs from the Štajerska region.

Our third dinner, which will be prepared 
by visiting chefs from the Dolenjska region of 
Slovenia, will be served Thursday, Feb. 27, at 

SNPJ Lodge 106 in Imperial. 
These visiting chefs are participating in an 

exchange program organized by Jure Žmauc, 
former Slovenian Consul General and cur-
rent president of the Slovenian-American 
Business Association (SABA), in conjunction 
with the Slovenian organization SPIRIT, and 
the Chamber for Craft and Small Business of 
Slovenia (OZS).

Our visiting chefs for this upcoming dinner 
are Grega and Meta Repovž from the award-

winning Gostilna Repovž in Šentjanž, near 
Sevnica. We are very excited to welcome these 
chefs to SNPJ Lodge 106! The chefs blend 
traditional, farm-fresh, Slovenian cuisine with 
modern interpretation. Gostilna Repovž was a 
memorable stop on this past summer’s tour of 
Slovenia hosted by Frank and Darryl Valencic.

For additional information, please check the 
SNPJ Heritage Center Facebook page or e-mail 
GostilnaChefDinner@gmail.com. Reservations 
can be made by phoning (412) 835-4818.

follow SNPJ on 
Facebook!
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Lodge/Organization

Type of Event 
 
 

Site 
 
 

If a concert or dance, who is
performing? 
 
 

Date 

Time 

Who to contact 
 
 

Phone (        )

Complete and return to: 
PROSVETA

247 W. Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA  15126-9774

e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

• FEB. 6 .......Bar bingo in the SNPJ Lodge 106 
Clubroom. Early bird games start at 6:30 
p.m., the first regular games at 7. The 
Lodge 106 Kitchen will be open. Contact 
SNPJ Lodge 106 at (724) 695-1411 or 
e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• FEB. 14-16 ....SNPJ Winter Classic Bowling 
Tournament co-hosted by Sygan, Pa., 
Lodge 6 and Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138. 
Entertainment is scheduled at both 
Lodge halls throughout the weekend.

• FEB. 16 .....Euchre tournament in the SNPJ 
Lodge 106 Clubroom starting at 2 p.m. 
The kitchen will be open. Contact SNPJ 
Lodge 106 at (724) 695-1411 or e-mail 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• FEB. 20 .....Bar bingo in the SNPJ Lodge 106 
Clubroom. Early bird games start at 6:30 
p.m., the first regular games at 7. The 
Lodge 106 Kitchen will be open. Contact 
SNPJ Lodge 106 at (724) 695-1411 or 
e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• FEB. 22 .....Guntown country band in the Impe-
rial Room at SNPJ Lodge 106, 8 p.m. to 
midnight; $6 cover charge at the door. 
Contact SNPJ Lodge 106 at (724) 695-
1411 or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• FEB. 27 .....Slovenian chef dinner in the Imperial 
Room at SNPJ Lodge 106. Contact SNPJ 
Lodge 106 at (724) 695-1411 or e-mail 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• MARCH 1 ......Euchre tournament in the SNPJ 
Lodge 106 Clubroom starting at 2 p.m. 
The kitchen will be open. Contact SNPJ 
Lodge 106 at (724) 695-1411 or e-mail 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• MARCH 5 ......Bar bingo in the SNPJ Lodge 106 
Clubroom. Early bird games start at 6:30 
p.m., the first regular games at 7. The 
Lodge 106 Kitchen will be open. Contact 
SNPJ Lodge 106 at (724) 695-1411 or 
e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• MARCH 7 ......Center Stage band in the SNPJ 
Lodge 106 Clubroom, 8 to 11 p.m. Con-
tact SNPJ Lodge 106 at 724-695-1411 
or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• MARCH 21-22 ... SASC In-House Bowling 
Tournament at the Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 
Bowling Center. Entry forms available 
in the Clubroom, or call (412) 221-9862 
to register.

• APRIL 4 ........Couples Nite Out in the SNPJ 
Lodge 6 Sunshine Room, Sygan, Pa., 
featuring live music by the Mansfield 5 
after the drawings. Tickets are required 
for admittance. For tickets or information 
contact Jojo Braun at (412) 512-5690.

• MAY 2-3 ....SNPJ National Bowling Tournament 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. For additional informa-
tion contact Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144 
or e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

• MAY 3 .......SNPJ Lodge 643 dance at Rolling 
Mills Lounge (formerly Kuzman’s), 1025 
S. State St. in Girard, Ohio. Music by the 
Frank Stanger Band from 3 to 7 p.m. For 
more information contact Ray Kovac at 
(330) 824-2154.

• MAY 24 .....Brew & Bean Festival at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For details contact the Recreation 
Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732.

• JULY 10-12 ...The 39th Slovenefest and the 64th 
Miss SNPJ Pageant at the SNPJ Recre-
ation Center. For additional information 
phone the Recreation Center toll-free at 
1-877-767-5732.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

by MICHELLE HRIBAR-HERNANDEZ
Lodge 1 President

CHICAGO — Slavija Lodge 1 
members held their annual elec-
toral meeting and holiday luncheon 
on Sunday, Dec. 1, 2019, at Czech 
Plaza in Berwyn, Ill.   

In the adult department, we 
welcomed new member Bro. David 
Hernandez to the Lodge. 

The following officers were 
elected: President Michelle Hribar-
Hernandez, Secretary/Treasurer 
Janina Hribar, Recording Secretary 
Marianne Murray, and auditors 
Charles O’Connell, Edward R. Hri-
bar Jr. and David Hernandez 

Meeting dates for 2020 were 
announced: March 1, June 17, Sept. 
20 and Dec. 6. All meetings will be 
held beginning at 11 a.m. at Czech 
Plaza in Berwyn.

Lodge members voted to make 
financial donations to the American 
Heart Association, Cancer Research 

Foundation, and the American Lung 
Association.  

Several members attended the 
annual Chicago Federation Christ-
mas party held Dec. 7 in Lemont, 
Ill. Five-year-olds Alexandra and 
Penelope Hernandez sang “Jingle 
Bells” and “Away In a Manger.” 

We extend a very special birth-
day wish to Sis. Mary Reich as she 
celebrates her 101st birthday! 

We are very sad to report the 
loss of two members: Sis. Eleanor 
Prelesnik on Oct. 11, 2019, and 
Sis. Marlene O’Connell on Dec. 
4, 2019. Sis. O’Connell was a 
lifelong SNPJ member, had served 
as SNPJ National Treasurer, and 
was an active member of Slavija 
Lodge 1. Our condolences to her 
husband, Bro. Chuck O’Connell, 
and the family. 

As we leave 2019 behind us, we 
wish everyone a happy and healthy 
2020! 

December elections launch 
Lodge 1 into the new year 

Slavija 
Lodge 1 
members 
elected 
officers for 
2020 during 
their annual 
meeting 
and lunch 
held Dec. 1, 
2019.

by PHYLLIS WOOD
Lodge 723 Secretary/Treasurer

FONTANA, Calif. — The an-
nual Vinska Trgatev, or Grape 
Harvest Festival, was held at the 
Fontana Slovene Hall on Nov. 10, 
sponsored by SNPJ Lodge 723.

The Grape Harvest Pageant 
was coordinated by Fred Mlakar, 
and the actors portrayed their 
characters with amazing and 
unique talents.  As always, the jail-
ers were on their toes and arrested 
many thieves as they tried to steal 
the candy hanging in the “vine-
yard.”  This made the jekle (jail) a 
popular place for the thieves after 
the judge rendered his sentence 
for their misadventures!

Vinska Trgatev is enjoyed 

by all in attendance every year. 
Special thanks to the members of 
Lodge 723 who hosted the event, 
and for the many hours they spent 
decorating the hall.  As always, 
the traditional Slovenian meal 
of goulash was prepared by the 
Wood family chefs and enjoyed 
by all.  

Fred Mlakar is to be thanked 
for rounding-up the actors for the 
pageant, and additional thanks 
to the Frank Rote Orchestra for 
providing the traditional polka 
music for the day.

Join us on Nov. 8 at 2 p.m. 
for this wonderful and fun event. 
Don’t miss out on the opportu-
nity to enjoy a day of Slovenian 
tradition.

Vinska Trgatev a highlight of the Lodge 723 autumn schedule

SNPJ Region 6 
Vice President 
FRED 
MLAKAR [left] 
coordinated 
the pageant 
held during 
the Vinska 
Trgatev hosted 
by Fontana 
Lodge 723 in 
November.

by FRED MLAKAR
Lodge 786 President

ORANGE COUNTY, Calif. — The 
big news from Orange Coast Lodge 
786 is the retirement of our venerable 
secretary/treasurer, Jean Koci.  Jean’s 
husband, Arnold, retired from our 
presidency just last year. 

The Kocis founded our Lodge 
20 years ago with 20 members, and 
nurtured it into a thriving group of 
more than 200 members. Prior to that, 
they were long-standing officers of 
the former Lodge 615 in Los Angeles.

Arnold and Jean always planned 
and ran Lodge operations and events 
smoothly and efficiently, so their 
organizational skills will be missed.  
On behalf of the SNPJ National Board, 
as well as Lodge 786, I congratulate 
and thank both for their many years 
of effective leadership and dedication 
to SNPJ. We look forward to their 
ongoing advice and counsel as we 
go forward. 

Our December meeting and Christ-
mas party were held at a Laguna 
Woods clubhouse. Lodge elections 
yielded the following: President Fred 
Mlakar, Vice President John Goved-
nik, Secretary/Treasurer Teresa Koci, 
Recording Secretary Dorothy Jerney-
cic, Sergeant-at-Arms Carol Jancich, 
Circle Director Krista Lawson, and 
auditors Paul Jensen, Arnold Koci 
and Don Milek.

After the business meeting, a 
couple verses of “Santa Claus is Com-
ing to Town” cued Santa to arrive in 
person with a sack full of rewards for 
all the good boys and girls present. The 

For Lodge 786, new officers in 
the New Year

Santa, pictured with EVANDER 
LAWSON, helped spread some 
holiday cheer at the Orange Coast 
Lodge 786 Christmas party held in 
December.

assemblage also enjoyed a sumptuous 
potluck buffet while I played Christ-
mas and Slovenian melodies on my 
accordion.  

Back in October, Arnold and Jean, 
Julie Nagode and Carol Jancich deliv-
ered our Make a Difference Day check 
to Vocational Visions, a non-profit 
agency in Mission Viejo, Calif., that 
provides vocational and life skills 
training and support services to adults 
with intellectual, developmental and 
other disabilities.

As we start 2020, we welcome new 
members Alyssa Koci and Prescott 
Ruper, and look forward to our next 
meeting, scheduled Feb. 9 at the Ken 
and Teresa Koci residence.

Strabane, Sygan Lodges ready to co-host the Winter Classic
by KEVIN RICHARDS

SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The 2020 SNPJ 
Winter Classic Bowling Tournament 
will be co-hosted by SNPJ Lodge 6 
in Sygan, Pa., and SNPJ Lodge 138 
in Strabane, Pa. Bowling will take 
place Feb. 14-16. 

The men will bowl their doubles 
and singles events on Friday evening 

and Saturday, Feb. 14 and 15, at 
the Strabane Lodge 138 lanes, and 
the women will bowl doubles and 
singles on Saturday at the Sygan 
Lodge 6 lanes. On Sunday, Feb. 16, 
the men will bowl their team event 
at the Sygan Lodge 6 lanes, and the 
women will bowl team events at the 
Strabane Lodge 138 lanes.

With only eight miles separat-

ing these two active Lodges, we’re 
looking forward to a great bowling 
weekend full of fun and fraternalism. 

All SNPJ bowlers are invited and 
encouraged to participate in this 
tournament. Food will be available 
for purchase at both Lodge halls 
throughout the weekend, and a bus 
will be running between both Lodge 
halls from 6 p.m. until midnight on 

Saturday. 
Be sure to come out to Strabane 

Lodge 138 on Friday for an evening 
of entertainment featuring Veseli 
Fantje from 8 p.m. until midnight. 
On Saturday, the fun continues at the 
Sygan Lodge 6 hall with entertain-
ment by Outlaw Karaoke with DJ 
Dave McMurdy from 8 p.m. until 
midnight.
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DAVID C. ELY, CPIA 
SNPJ Sales Director

SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
Your loyalty with SNPJ is now being rewarded! 

Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
and open your new SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

* No fees attached to either Loyalty Annuity
* Rates not guaranteed after the first year

* 2.0% guaranteed minimum
* IRAs/Roth IRA /non-qualified eligible

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

4.0% Loyalty 8 Annuity
8-year surrender period

4.0% first-year guarantee rate 
for conversions of existing 

SNPJ annuities
3.75% first-year guarantee rate

for new money
3.0% in years two through eight

2.75% in year nine and after

3.5% Loyalty 5 Annuity
5-year surrender period

3.5% first-year guarantee rate 
for conversions of existing 

SNPJ annuities
3.25% first-year guarantee rate

for new money
2.75% in year two and after

Embassy in Egypt 
honors aleksandrinke
CAIRO (STA) — On Dec. 24, Slovenia’s 
ambassador to Egypt, Mateja Prevolšek, 
unveiled the renovated tomb and memo-
rial plaque honoring the “aleksandrinke,” 
a group of thousands of Slovenian women 
who worked for European and Arab 
families in Egypt as household help in 
the 19th and 20th centuries, many leav-
ing behind their families and newborns.

The tomb renovation was a joint effort 
conducted by the Slovenian Culture Min-
istry and the Nova Gorica municipality, 
the Slovenian Embassy in Cairo noted 
in a Facebook post. The post added that 
“from now on, a wreath-laying ceremony 
will be held at the tomb annually on Sept. 
15,” the date of Slovenia’s Primorska 
Reuni fication Day.

The migration of these Slovenian 
women, mostly from the area around 
the western town of Gorica, started in 
the second half of the 19th century when 
Egypt registered an increase in European 
entrepreneurs leading up to and following 
the 1896 Suez Canal opening.

To assist their families financially, 
the women were employed as cooks, 
maids, nannies, wet nurses, governess es 
and seamstresses. Their numbers soared 
into the thousands, and because most 
were based in Alexandria, Egypt, they 
became known in Slovenia as aleksan-
drinke (Alexandrians).

The phenomenon began to die down 
after World War II, and the last alek-
sandrinke returned home to Slovenia in 
the early 1970s. However, many of the 
women never returned, having built new 
lives in Egypt.

Geography of Slovenia 
now available in English
LJUBLJANA (STA) — The first 
English-language geographical over-
view of Slovenia will be pub lished by 
Springer Publishing later this year. 
“The Geography of Slovenia - Small but 
Diverse,” a key project con ducted by the 
Anton Melik Geography Institute of the 
Slovenian Academy of Sciences and Arts 
(ZRC SAZU), presents the diversity of 
Slovenia’s regions.

“To date, books this extensive have 
only been published in Slovenian for 
Slovenian readers,” said Anton Melik 
Geography Institute representative 
Matija Zorn as he presented the book 
in Ljubljana in mid-December.

The book features high-quality maps 
and photographs that best present the 
diversity that makes Slovenia so unique 
globally, as the country is a meeting point 
of four geographical areas: the Alps, the 
Pannonian lowlands, the Dinaric Alps 
and the Mediterranean.

“This is the first book to allow non-
Slovenian speakers an insight into the 
country’s natural resources, rocks, soils, 
flora, waters and climate, as well as so-
cial characteristics such as settlements, 
population and culture,” Zorn said.

Although it will be officially released 
sometime later this year, the 360-page 
book is already available for purchase.

Celestial bodies will 
have Slovenian names
LJUBLJANA (STA) — An exoplanet 
and its star located in the Hercules con-
stellation 446 light years from Earth will 
be given the Slovenian names “Iztok” 
and “Irena.” The names were picked as 
part of a campaign promoting astronomy 
held during the 100th anniversary of 
the International Astronomical Union 
(IAU) in 2019.

The winning proposal came from 
Samo Kosmrlj, a physics student who 
proposed naming the two celestial bodies 
after two characters from the novel “Pod 
Svobodnim Soncem” (Under the Free 
Sun) by Fran Saleški Finžgar.

Running worldwide throughout 2019, 
and titled “100 Years Under One Sky,” the 
NameExoWorlds campaign in Slovenia 
was a quest to find the most suitable 
popular names for exoplanet WASP-38b 
and its star, WASP-38.

The organizers received more than 
380 proposals, of which 73 did not 
comply with the conditions for naming. 
“The jury picked a total of 12 proposals 
before selecting three finalists,” accord-
ing to jury member Katja Bric man from 
Nova Gorica University. The other two 
finalists were “Morana and Kresnik,” 
and “Apis and Tilia.”

Initially, Apis and Tilia, the Latin 
names for honeybee and linden, were 

selected, but the IAU turned down the 
proposal since a celestial body is already 
named Tilia.

More than 70 countries participated 
in the naming campaign, in which every 
participating country was awarded a 
planetary system, an exoplanet and a 
star. Each of the stars designated can 
be seen from the country to which it 
was awarded, and each body is bright 
enough to be observed even with a small 
telescope.

David Brown from Warwick Uni-
versity in Coventry, England, one of 
the scientists who discovered the planet 
Iztok, said in a video address that the 
exoplanet was one of the first to be dis-
covered as part of the Wide Angle Search 
for Planets (WASP) project. Brown also 
said that Irena was bigger than our sun, 
hotter and slightly older. Iztok is a hot 
planet similar to Jupiter, only bigger and 
heavier. Astronomers assume that its 
core is solid rock surrounded by gases, 
mostly hydrogen.

The earliest finds from 
Slovenia are on display
LJUBLJANA (STA) — “The Earliest 
Stories from the Crossroads,” a new per-
manent exhibition, opened at Slovenia’s 
National Museum in Ljubljana in late 
November. The exhibition presents the 
“furthest and most mysterious past of 
the territory of Slovenia, as evidenced 
by the archaeological finds from the 
Palaeolithic to the Bronze ages.”

Barbara Ravnik, the director of the 
country’s oldest scientific and cultural 
institution, told the press that the ex-
hibition completes the permanent display 
of archaeological collections, titled 
“Stories from the Crossroads.”

Occupying a special place among the 
exhibits is a Neanderthal flute – pos-
sibly the world’s oldest known musi cal 
instrument – discovered in 1995 in the 
Divje Babe cave in western Slovenia. The 
museum considers this item a historical 
milestone of global significance.

Ravnik noted that the entire project 
took seven years to compile, with the 
first part of the exhibition opening in 
2014 to celebrate the 2,000th anniver-
sary of Emona, the Roman settlement 
upon which modern-day Ljubljana has 
developed.

“Earliest Stories from the Crossroads” 
presents the life of the Palaeolithic 
nomadic hunters and gatherers, how 
the territory of Slovenia was perma-
nently settled, and how the production 
economy began. “We step into their 
settlements – pile dwellings and forts – 
and discover the great changes brought 
by the metallurgical achieve ments of the 
Copper and Bronze Ages,” the museum’s 
website notes.

More recent ages of Slovenia’s history 
have also produced interesting items 
found on Slovenian territory, includ ing 
figures from the third century B.C., 
golden appliques from Bled, and weapons 
from the Late Bronze Age.

Plečnik stadium may 
be culturally protected
BRUSSELS, Belgium (STA) — A sta-
dium in Ljubljana designed by acclaimed 
Slovenian architect Jože Plečnik in the 
1920s has been selected as one of 14 
items of European cultural heritage that 
could be listed as one of Europe’s seven 
most endangered pieces.

The Seven Most Endangered Pieces of 
European Heritage will be announced in 
March 2020, the European Commission 
representation in Slovenia announced in 
mid-December via press release. The 
stadium was nomi nated for protection by 
the Ljubljana Association of Architects.

The association would like to protect 
the Plečnik masterpiece, which has been 
been idle for more than a decade, so that 
it can be utilized once again as originally 
intended. Contruction of the landmark 
stadium began in 1925 for a Catholic 
sports association and was one of the 
first such stadium facilities in Europe.

The Bežigrad Stadium, as it is some-
times called, was used for sports events 
and concerts until 2007. However, ef-
forts to renovate the structure have since 
become a saga.

When a planned renovation was an-
nounced, the GSA Company entered into 
a partnership with the city of Lju bljana 

and the Slovenian Olympic Committee. 
That partnership, BSP, closed the sta-
dium in January 2008, and in 2009 the 
Berlin-based GMP Studio was selected 
to complete the renovation work.

But since then a combination of 
problems surrounding environmental 
permits, locals complaining about a par-
cel of land situated between the stadium 
and their apartment buildings, and a civil 
movement insisting that the stadium be 
preserved in its original form has pushed 
the renovation project into limbo.

The Seven Most Endangered program 
was launched in January 2013 as a cam-
paign to protect the European heritage, 
although it brings no direct funding. The 
program identifies the most threatened 
monuments, sites and landscapes in Eu-
rope, and mobilizes public and private 
partners to seek viable solutions.

Slovenia marks continued 
growth in online retail
LJUBLJANA (STA) — According to 
official statistics, online shopping con-
tinues to become increas ingly popular 
in Slovenia. A survey conducted in 2019 
indicates that some 84 percent of the 
population between the ages of 16 and 74 
shopped online during the past 12-month 
period, which is a three percent gain over 
the prior year’s figures.

The number of Slovenians who made 
at least one purchase online rose from 51 
to 56 percent, while the number of those 
who did not shop online at all dropped 
from 23 to 21 percent. According to 
the Statistics Office, 70 per cent of the 
respondents searched the internet to find 
information about goods and services, 
and 18 percent used the internet to sell 
goods or offer services.

“Companies are adjusting to the 
changing shopping habits of the citizens,” 
a spokesman from the Statistics Office 
said, noting that 21 percent of companies 
with at least 10 employees generated a 
portion of their income through online 
sales in 2018.

The number of online shoppers in-
creased across all age groups, but was 
highest in the 25- to 34-year age group, 
at 78 percent. Most Slovenian go online 
to purchase clothing, sportswear and 
footwear.

A Slovenian is world’s 
best soccer referee
DORTMUND, Germany (STA) — At 
the end of November, Slovenian referee 
Damir Skomina was recognized as the 
world’s best football (soccer) referee of 
2019 by the International Federation of 
Football History and Statistics (IFFHS). 
Skomina was selected to receive the title 
by soccer experts from 90 countries 
worldwide.

Skomina, who was also the first 
Slovenian referee to officiate a UEFA 
Champions League final in June 2019, 
has thus become the 19th referee to 
hold the title, which has been conferred 
since 1987. The 43-year-old re ceived a 
majority of points in the vote to secure 
his very first title.

According to the IFFHS, Skomina 
demonstrated “a consistent showing 
throughout the season.” During his ca reer 
he has officiated more than 530 matches, 
including 301 Slovenian national league 
matches, 50 Champions League matches, 
17 European League matches, 60 in-
ternational UEFA matches, a world 
championship match, and an Olympic 
tournament.

Melania Trump tops list
of influential Slovenians
LJUBLJANA (STA) — First Lady Me-
lania Trump remains the most influential 
Slovenian, according to a list compiled 
by Slovenia’s Reporter magazine. The 
Reporter Top 100 list takes into ac-
count formal influence associated with 
a person’s position, as well as his or her 
informal influence.

After Melania, the second-highest 
ranked woman on the list is former Slo-
venian Prime Minister Alenka Bratušek, 
who ranks 12th. 

Pro basketball superstar Luka 
Dončić, now in his second season in 
the NBA, climbed 50 spots to rank 
50th, making the biggest leap on the 
list since last year.

The articles comprising this feature have 
been reprinted with permission from the 
Slovenian Press Agency (STA).

Should you buy life insurance for a child or grandchild? 
The simple answer is an emphatic “yes!,” and here 
are some reasons why...

Life insurance provides a savings vehicle: The savings 
component of a permanent life insurance policy, called cash 
value, grows over the years. The policy owner can borrow 
against the cash value or surrender the policy completely 
and take the money.  The cash value growth is tax-deferred, 
meaning that it isn’t taxed as income until you withdraw 
money or surrender the policy, and a withdrawal is taxed 
only if it exceeds the premiums paid for the policy!

This cash could be used for anything – college expenses, 
the down payment on a home – anything! “A whole life in-
surance policy guarantees a certain percentage return on 
the cash value and compares well with other conservative 
savings vehicles like CDs,” says Marvin Feldman, CEO 
of Life Happens, a consumer education group funded by 
the life insurance industry. “It’s one of the tools for parents 
and grandparents to consider.”

Life insurance locks in a child’s ability to qualify for more 
life insurance later: A child who develops a medical problem 
early in life might have trouble qualifying for coverage later. 
By purchasing coverage now, you guarantee the child has 
some coverage and can buy more as an adult, regardless 
of health. This is a big reason people purchase life insur-
ance for their children. 

Life insurance provides money for funeral expenses and 
other costs: In the event of a child’s death, a life insurance 
payout could cover funeral expenses, family counseling 
and medical bills, and provide money for the family to get 
by if the parents need to take leave from work.

All of these reasons should lead folks to understand 
how important a life insurance contract can be at a very 
early age! Here at the SNPJ, we have a number of per-
manent life insurance plans designed to fit virtually any 
budget. This allows parents and grandparents alike the 
opportunity to make a profound and early 
impact on their heirs and namesakes, not 
only financially, but by bringing them in as 
SNPJ members – for LIFE! 

For more information, including price 
quotes, contact the SNPJ Home Office 
at 1-800-843-7675.

Insuring Their Future

Photos submitted by Sis. Sarah Loudon (358)

A Bright Spring, and Even Brighter Holidays
[Above] West Point, Ohio, Lodge 358 members (from 
left) FERN RONSHAK, VERONICA WOLSKI, KATHY 
LOUDON and SAM RONSHAK at the “Welcome Spring” 
luncheon. Member Sarah Loudon surprised the Lodge officers 
with homemade silk flower wreaths to brighten their day.
[Below] During the Lodge 358 festive holiday get-together, 
SAM RONSHAK, FERN RONSHAK, KATHY LOUDON, 
VERONICA WOLSKI and HOWARD LOUDON shared a 
delicious meal, lively conversation and heartfelt fellowship, 
which made for a very enjoyable afternoon. Lodge 358 
members wish everyone a happy and healthy New Year!
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PROSVETA Crossword
Valentine’s Day (#0220) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. Indian black tea
6. Elmer to Bugs
9. Glorify
13. Head of a mosque
14. E.T. transporter
15. This was his name-o
16. Mental portrait
17. Chlorofluorocarbon, abbr.
18. French novelist Zola
19. *Related to puzzle theme
21. Way to absorb
23. Lobe locale
24. H. H. Munro’s pseudonym
25. Rap sheet abbr.
28. Hungarian bagpipe
30. Deeply hidden within self
35. Initiation ceremony, e.g.
37. Made with stitches
39. Venus neighbor
40. Crucifix
41. Cerberus’ domain
43. Petri dish filler
44. Young hooter
46. Fraternity recruitment season
47. Type of shark
48. ____ Grove, MN
50. Corset rod
52. Animal’s nose
53. Number one

55. Second solfa syllable, pl.
57. *Flowery Valentine’s gift
61. *Between girlfriend and wife
65. Liquid drug container
66. Planet ruler in the movies
68. *Blast from Harry’s past, movie
69. Caterpillar hairs
70. Easter lead-in
71. Human social group
72. *Tied upon marriage
73. Kith partner
74. Wild plums

DOWN
1. Gulf V.I.P.
2. Clash of heavyweights
3. NBA action
4. Lake scum
5. Dionysus’ follower
6. Mussolini, with Il
7. On vacation
8. Cuckoo for what puffs?
9. *Romantic ride
10. Anisette, for short
11. Tangerine plus grapefruit
12. “Easy ____ it”
15. *Kind of wish
20. *Puppy love
22. Do biathlon
24. Woodworker’s byproduct

25. *Cupid’s ammo
26. Native of American 
 Great Plains
27. Circular island of coral
29. *First word
31. Hat-tipper’s word
32. Donated life-saver
33. Interest in a venture
34. *Heart____
36. “Harper Valley PTA” star
38. Hatchling’s home
42. Harry Belafonte’s daughter
45. Tiny tube
49. Tiger’s launch point
51. Leavening agent, pl.
54. Smelled offensively
56. Angry growl
57. Lounge, like in the sun
58. A sign
59. “____ ____ no good”
60. African tea
61. Shade-loving plant
62. Greek muse of history
63. River in Bohemia
64. *“Can’t take my ____
 off you...”
67. Hawaiian dish

The solution to puzzle #0220 will 
run in the March 2 issue.

© StatePoint Media

Rec Center Cabin Renovation Donations
for the months of August-December 2019

Club Level Donations
Silver Level

SNPJ Lodge 53, Cleveland ...........................$5,000

Jack E. Tosetti, Nokomis, Ill. ................... $729.96
 In memory of Anton Stolsek

SNPJ Lodge 689, Helper, Utah .................... $100
SNPJ Lodge 257, Cleveland ........................ $100
 In memory of deceased members of SNPJ 
 Lodge 257
Vincent “Babe” & Beverly Baselj and Family (6),
Bridgeville, Pa. .............................................. $100

SNPJ Senior Week ......................................... $80
SNPJ Lodge 782, Glenshaw, Pa. ................... $50
 In memory of passed loved ones

by JERRY TROHA
Lodge 581 Secretary/Treasurer

ST. MARYS, Pa. — St. Marys Lodge 
581 President Marcia Klancer Bleggi 
and officers are requesting Lodge 
members to submit suggestions on 
how to enroll new adult and youth 
members into our Lodge, and for new 
ideas for Lodge activities in 2020. 
Lodge members are encouraged to 
submit their ideas to Jerry Troha prior 

to the March 1 meeting.
Lodge 581 announces a change 

of date and location for their 2020 
quarterly meetings. This change is the 
result of the St. Marys Moose Club 
closing our third-floor meeting room 
due to a major elevator malfunction. 

Lodge 581 meetings will now be 
held at the Wildwood Bar and Grill 
in St. Marys starting at 12:30 p.m. on 
March 1, May 24, Aug. 30 and Nov. 

8. A dance will follow each meeting, 
starting at 2 p.m.

Lodge members John Moore and 
Jerry Troha entertained the residents 
of the Elk Haven Nursing Home with 
some good old Slovenian accordion 
tunes in January.

Congratulations are extended to 
Tillie M. Renosky of DuBois, Pa., 
who is observing her 70-year SNPJ 
anniversary.  

The 2020 Miss SNPJ calendars are 
still available upon request.

The next dance hosted by the 
North Central Pennsylvania Slove-
nian Polka Boosters is scheduled 
Sunday, Feb. 16, from 2 to 5 p.m. 
featuring the Rex Taneri Band from 
Canfield, Ohio, at the Ridgway, Pa., 
Eagles Club.

For additional information on the 
Slovenian Polka Boosters, phone Pat 

Moore at (814) 837-9218 or e-mail 
moorski@verizon.net. To contact 
Jerry Troha, call (814) 781-6978, 
e-mail jerometroha@gmail.com, or 
write c/o 623 Vermont Rd., St. Marys, 
PA 15857.

Come visit Elk County, Pa., and 
see the only wild elk herd east of 
the Mississippi. Be sure to join us at 
one of our Slovenian Polka Booster 
dances!

St. Marys Lodge 581 sets dates, selects a new location for 2020 meetings

by KEVIN RICHARDS
Lodge 106

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Greetings 
from Lodge 106 in Imperial! 
We’ll be playing bar bingo on 
the first and third Thursdays of 
the month. Special early bird 
games start at 6:30 p.m., the 
first regular games start at 7, 
and we play until about 9 p.m. 
The SNPJ Lodge 106 Kitchen 
is open during bar bingo. 

Stop by the club on the first 
Tuesday of each month to see 
bartender Shari and enjoy an 
evening of free jukebox.

Treat your sweetheart to a 
special Valentine’s Day din-

ner served in the Lodge 106 
Clubroom on Friday, Feb. 14. 

Be sure to visit the Impe-
rial Room at SNPJ Lodge 106 
on Saturday, Feb. 22, as we 
welcome the country band 
Guntown. The band will be 
performing from 8 p.m. until 
midnight; admission is $6 at 
the door. The SNPJ Lodge 106 
Kitchen will be offering a full 
menu of items for purchase.

The SNPJ Lodge 106 Kitch-
en will be providing the best 
fish dinners around on Ash 
Wednesday, Feb. 26, from noon 
until 2 p.m., and again from 6 
to 9 p.m. The fish dinners and 

other Lenten favorites will also 
be available during all Fridays 
in Lent.

Another Slovenian chef din-
ner is planned in the Imperial 
Room at SNPJ Lodge 106 on 
Thursday, Feb. 27. For details, 
see the SNPJ Heritage Center 
article by Tracey Belle on the 
front page of this issue.

For the very first time, 
Lodge 106 will welcome the 
Center Stage group to our club-
room stage on Saturday, March 
7, from 8 to 11 p.m. There is 
no cover charge for this event. 
The SNPJ Lodge 106 Kitchen 
will be offering a full menu 

for purchase.
Would you like to receive 

periodic e-mails from SNPJ 
Lodge 106 about upcoming 
events, important announce-
ments, etc? If so, send an 
e-mail to snpj106@gmail.
com and we’ll add you to our 
e-mail list. 

Be sure to keep track of all 
the activities we have going on 
at SNPJ Lodge 106 by visiting 
the “Upcoming Events” page 
on our website, www.snpjim-
perialpa.com. Check out SNPJ 
Lodge 106 and the Imperial 
Room at SNPJ Lodge 106 on 
Facebook and “like” us.

Warm up your winter at Lodge 106 in Imperialby WILMA VUKOVICH
Lodge 153 Recording Secretary

YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio — 
The Lodge 153 fall meeting 
was held at Shepherd of the 
Valley clubroom in Poland, 
Ohio.

Our newly elected officers 
include President Stanley P. 
Chermely, Vice President 
Michele Phillips, Secretary/
Treasurer Diane L. Chermely 
Tanner, Sergeant-at-Arms 
Henry Vukovich, Recording 
Secretary/Reporter Wilma 
Vukovich, and auditors Ste-
phen Pavlich, Joseph Pitko 
and Michele Phillips.

Condolences are extended 
to the families of Eleanor Du-
pay, who passed away Nov. 4, 
2019, at the age of 86; Helen 
Mangin, who passed away 
Nov. 9, 2019, at the age of 
87; and Sophie Pavlich, who 
passed away Nov. 19, 2019, 
at the age of 94.

Happy birthday wishes go 
out to all members celebrat-
ing birthdays in November, 
December, January and 
February.

Please mark your calendar 
for the upcoming meetings 

scheduled in 2020. The 
meetings will be held at the 
Shepherd of the Valley club-
room in Poland on March 17, 
May 19, Aug. 18 and Nov. 17. 
The meetings will begin at 7 
p.m. All Lodge members are 
welcome and encouraged to 
attend.

Our biggest event of the 
year, the annual Lodge 153 
Christmas party, was held 
Dec. 8, 2019, at the Shepherd 
of the Valley clubroom. We 
enjoyed a fantastic dinner 
followed by homemade des-
serts provided by the guests. 
After the meal was complete, 
Diane Chermely Tanner led 
the children in a few Christ-
mas carols, including “Santa 
Claus is Coming to Town” 
which welcomed Santa to de-
liver gifts to youth members 
and Lodge officers. 

Tickets were sold, and 
gifts brought by the guests 
were awarded to the lucky 
winners. The party concluded 
with a few fun games of 
bingo. Our thanks to everyone 
who made this year’s Christ-
mas party a huge success. 

Happy New Year to all!

Lodge 153 sets meeting 
schedule for the year

Photo submitted by Sis. Nancy Koutoulakis (721)

Lodge 721 Shares the Holiday Spirit
On Dec. 7, 2019, the members of Lodge 721 in Aliquippa, 
Pa., celebrated the holidays by co-hosting their annual 
Christmas party with the members of Lodge 33 in 
Ambridge, Pa., at the SNPJ Lodge 106 Hall in Imperial. 
Pictured are the Lodge 721 youth members who attended 
the holiday celebration, all of whom eagerly greeted Santa.

by DANIELLA VOLPE
Lodge 158

EUCLID, Ohio — Hello 
and happy New Year to all! I 
hope everybody is sticking to 
their New Year’s resolutions 
because 2020 is going to be a 
very good year. We have a lot 
of exciting things coming up 
this year at Lodge 158, and we 
can’t wait to share with you.

But first, we must go back 
a bit to extend belated happy 
birthdays and congratulations 
to some of our amazing mem-
bers. Diane Horabik celebrated 
on Nov. 15, and Colleen Kuhn 
on Nov. 28. In the month of 
December, Rachel Elam and 
Rory Maynard celebrated on 
Dec. 2, Fred Martin on Dec. 
3, Jan Smrdel on Dec. 25, and 
Dave Srnick on Dec. 31. 

Gary Smrdel, Loyalites 
Lodge secretary extraordi-
naire, celebrated his birthday 
on Jan. 21, and he and his 
wife Jan celebrated their 25th 

Loyalites Lodge will host the 2020 National Bowl

An enthusiastic group of young SNPJ members was all ears 
as Jungle Terry made his presentation at the Loyalites Lodge 
158 Christmas party in December.

wedding anniversary Jan. 22. 
Finally, a huge congratula-

tions to Miss SNPJ 2019 Liz 
Smrdel who graduated from 
Baldwin Wallace University 
on Dec. 14. We Loyalites 
always have something to 
celebrate!

Next, we want to thank 
everyone who came out for 
our Christmas party this year. 
We had a record number of 
attendees, and everyone had a 
great time. Between Santa, the 
food and Jungle Terry, there 
was no time to be a Scrooge! 
We look forward to hosting the 
party again next year, and we 
remind everyone that we leave 
the party open to members from 
all SNPJ Lodges and encourage 
everyone to join us.

Now onto the next event on 
our agenda, which is the SNPJ 
National Bowling Tourna-
ment. Loyalites Lodge 158 will 
be hosting this year’s tourna-
ment, and we are so excited 

to have this opportunity. The 
tournament is scheduled May 
1-3 and the entry forms will 
be coming out soon, so keep a 
lookout for that in upcoming 
PROSVETA issues. Please be 
sure to turn in your entry forms 
on time so you don’t miss out 
on the tournament. Let’s get 

ready to rock and bowl!
Finally, we send our 

thoughts and prayers to any 
and all ailing members and 
their families during this dif-
ficult time. 

Our next meeting will be 
held Feb. 13 starting at 7 p.m. 
at Recher Hall in Euclid.
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by JOE VALENCIC (5)
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame

EASTLAKE, Ohio — Treat your sweetie 
to a special Valentine’s Day with the Eddie 
Rodick Orchestra at the National Cleve-
land-Style Polka Hall of Fame Sweetheart 
Ball, scheduled Friday, Feb. 14, at the 
American Croatian Lodge Party Center 
in Eastlake. 

You can dance the night away to the 
finest Cleveland-style polkas and waltzes. 

Eddie Rodick is a Polka Hall of Fame 
legend, so you can expect a memorable 
evening of music and romance. 

Schnitzel or sausage dinners will 
be available from 5 to 8 p.m., along 
with many nationality treats catered by 
Dubrovnik Gardens. Glide across the 
dance floor from 6 to 10 p.m. and try 
your luck at the drawings – you may go 
home a winner!

The American Croatian Lodge is 

located on Lake Shore Blvd. at Route 91 
(SOM Center Road). For table reservations 
phone (440) 679-1420.

Tickets may be purchased in advance 
for $12 each through the Polka Hall of 
Fame, 605 East 222nd St. in Euclid, Ohio, 
or at the door for $15 each. Guests age 18 
and under will be admitted free.

Contact the Polka Hall of Fame by 
phoning (216) 261-FAME or e-mailing 
polkashop@aol.com.

Sweetheart Ball a Valentine’s treat for polka fans

SNPJ Scholarship Fund Donations
for the months of November-December 2019
SNPJ Lodge 53, Cleveland ..................... $40,000

Randall W. (138) and Cheryl A. Casciola ..... $250

SNPJ Pioneer Lodge 559, Chicago .............. $200
 In memory of deceased members Suzette D.
 Sandford, Bruce Ristow, Edward F. Naspinski,
 Joanne R. Kenig, Michael J. Crotty, Mary
 Vrhovnik, Grace Bouma and Sophie Caprata

Frank J. Markelc (584), Milwaukee ............... $100

Linda K. Skok (355), Chardon, Ohio ............... $50
 In memory of her husband, Judge Fred V. Skok

Mary Lou Vidergar (723), San Mateo, Calif. ... $25
 In memory of Thomas Madjerec

SNPJ Lodge 355, Fairport Harbor, Ohio ........ $25
 In memory of all deceased Sisters and Brothers
 of Fairport SNPJ Lodge 355

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Engel & Family (138), 
Canonsburg, Pa. ............................................. $25
 In memory of Ronald Yarkosky
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Thompson & Family (138), 
Pittsburgh ....................................................... $25
 In memory of Ronald Yarkosky
Lee Jackopin (355), Wickliffe, Ohio ................ $10
 In memory of his grandfather, George Jurij
 Jackopin, secretary of the former Lloydell 
 SNPJ Lodge 60

SIS. MARLENE O’CONNELL
FROM PAGE 1 

November 1993 when the Slo-
vene National Benefit Society 
redomiciled in the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania and the 
Home Office was relocated to 
Imperial.

During her term as an SNPJ 
executive officer, she was also 

a member of the Society’s 
Finance Committee from 
1991-1993.

Marlene is survived by her 
husband, Charles O’Connell, 
whom she married Aug. 9, 
1958. She is also survived 
by her three children, Wayne 
O’Connell, Diane O’Connell 
and Cheryl (Thomas) Ver-

vaet; grandchildren Kristy 
(Lou Esposito) O’Connell, 
Charles O’Connell, Zachary 
O’Connell, Kendall Vervaet 
and Aubrey Vervaet; and a 
great-grandson, Louie Es-
posito.

Funeral services for Sis. 
O’Connell were held Dec. 11 
at Richard J. Modell Funeral 

Home & Cremation Services, 
Homer Glen, Ill. Private inter-
ment followed in Abraham 
Lincoln National Cemetery, 
Elwood, Ill.

On behalf of the members 
of the Slovene National Benefit 
Society, we extend our sympa-
thies to Sis. O’Connell’s family 
and friends on their loss.

SNPJ suffers the loss of former Nat’l. Treasurer O’Connell

Official Proceedings
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
Sept. 18, 2019
The meeting was called to order at 10 a.m. by President Evanish 
with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
The minutes from the July 23, 2019, meeting were read and 
approved.
Discussed the presentation to the National Board for SNPJ Trailer 
Court expansion, Recreation Center main building roof, solar 
panels, and The Voice of Youth online publication.
Reviewed proposals for managed services for computer equip-
ment and software programs.
Sis. Pintar reported that she continues to pursue filing the insur-
ance products for approval in various states, and that we have 
received some approvals to date.
Approved a donation in the amount of $100 payable to City Mission 
(Veterans House) as a PFA 2019 charitable donation project.
Approved a donation in the amount of $100 payable to PIFAI/ 
Tamburitzans as sponsorship for a golf outing.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:25 p.m.

Nov. 19, 2019
The meeting was called to order at 10 a.m. by President Evanish 
with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
The minutes from the Sept. 18, 2019, meeting were read and 
approved.
Approved the revised commission schedules for use with the 
products issued in 2020 based on the changes to premiums, 
etc., on the new CSO tables.
Reported that Kim Winters has resigned her position as Market-
ing Assistant for another career opportunity. We are currently 
looking for a replacement.
Reviewed and approved revisions to the scholarship applications.
Reviewed updates on the expansion of the trailer court regarding 
sufficient water pressure, and booster pump cost and design.
Discussion on proposals for solar panels at the Recreation Center.
Approved a cultural donation in the amount of $200 payable to 
the Chicago District Federation.
Approved a donation in the amount of $30 payable to Boy Scout 
Troop 830 for a fund-raiser.
Approved a cultural donation in the amount of $200 payable to 
the Conemaugh Valley Federation.
Approved a donation of $160 payable to Polka Hall of Fame for 
a full-page ad in the awards show program book.
Approved a donation of $250 payable to Children’s Hospital 
Drive through the FSGP.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m.

JOSEPH C. EVANISH
National President/CEO

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO

Membership Certificate Holders
ANNUAL MEETING
Slovenian Society Home

20713 Recher Avenue
Euclid, OH 44119

Sunday, February 9, 2020, at 2 p.m.

The Board of Directors invites all certificate holders 
and Lodge & Club representatives to attend.

2020 MISS SNPJ PAGEANT
FROM PAGE 1 

with Slovenefest.
The young woman who 

is crowned Miss SNPJ 2021 
will win a $2,000 scholarship 
award, and an official crown 
and banner. Miss SNPJ will 
also have the opportunity to 
travel to SNPJ events across 
the country. 

The winner of the Miss 
Activity title will be awarded 
a $1,200 scholarship award; 
Miss Talent will receive an 
$800 scholarship award. Con-
testants select one of their own 
as Miss Fraternalism. Partici-
pation in the pageant fulfills 
the activity requirement for the 
SNPJ Scholarship Program.

All young ladies who enter 
the pageant before May 15 will 

receive a special early bird 
bonus of $50. In addition, all 
contestants who participate 
in the pageant will receive a 
$50 participation award. The 
deadline to enter the pageant 
is June 10.

The Miss SNPJ Pageant 
Booster Fund is currently 
accepting donations. Any 
donation, large or small, will 
be appreciated and will be 
recognized in the pageant 
program. Checks should be 
made payable to SNPJ, noting 
“Miss SNPJ Pageant” on the 
memo line, and mailed to Slo-
vene National Benefit Society, 
Att’n: Fraternal Department, 
247 West Allegheny Road, 
Imperial, PA 15126.

I’ll see you at a fraternal 
event soon...

Contestant entries open for 
the 2020 Miss SNPJ Pageant

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ 
Fraternal Department is currently 
accepting nominations for the SNPJ 
National Athletic Board. This is the 
body that regulates and manages the 
Society’s athletic programs, tourna-
ments and events. 

The National Athletic Board is a 
six-member body that meets twice 
each year, during a conference call 
in the weeks prior to the National 
Bowling Tournament, and during 
National SNPJ Days held over Labor 
Day weekend.

Candidates to the National Athletic 
Board must be a member of SNPJ in 
good standing for at least two years. 
He or she must have a practical knowl-
edge of the Society’s major athletic 
activities. 

Athletic directors play an impor-
tant role in our Society, are aware of 
athletic needs in their district, and 
encourage participation from youth 
and adults in all areas, from local to 
national competition. They oversee 
all regional and national tournaments, 
and they report their activities at the 
two Athletic Board meetings.

The Society has six athletic dis-

tricts, which are as follows:
DISTRICT 1: Cambria, Somer-

set, Luzerne, Fayette, Washington, 
Westmoreland, Indiana, Elk, Warren 
and Armstrong counties in Pennsyl-
vania, and the states of New York 
and Florida

DISTRICT 2: Allegheny and 
Beaver counties in Pennsylvania

DISTRICT 3: Borough of SNPJ, 
Butler and Mercer counties in Penn-
sylvania; and Mahoning, Trumbull, 
Columbiana, Belmont and Stark 
counties in Ohio

DISTR ICT 4:  Cuya hoga , 
Ashtabula, Lake, Portage and Sum-

mit counties in Ohio
DISTRICT 5: State of Michigan
DISTRICT 6: The states of In-

diana, Illinois, Missouri, Wisconsin 
and Minnesota

SNPJ National Athletic Board 
members receive $275 per year for 
their services. They also receive a 
$275 per diem to attend the National 
SNPJ Days meeting, plus mileage.

Candidates to the National Athletic 
Board can be nominated by any Lodge 
or Federation. The candidate need not 
be a member of the nominating Lodge, 
but they must be a member of a Lodge 
in the district they will be represent-

ing. Each Lodge or Federation may 
nominate only one candidate. 

To nominate a candidate for the 
SNPJ National Athletic Board, the 
Lodge or Federation must submit 
the candidate’s name, address, Lodge 
number and policy number to the 
Fraternal Director either via letter 
or e-mail by March 9, 2020. The 
athletic directors will be elected by 
the National Board at the March 27, 
2020, meeting.

If you have any questions, please 
call me at the Home Office at 1-800-
843-7675 ext. 144, or e-mail krich-
ards@snpj.com.

Nominations now being accepted for the Society’s National Athletic Board

2019 SNPJ Family Twosome
Bowling Tournament Results

BANTAMS DIVISION (age 8 & under)
Mother-Son Class Lodge/Circle Score
Jess Nakoneczny & William Wyland 138/C-19 384*
Jen & Chase Carmichael 6/C-36 756**
Father-Son Class
Jesse & Jackson McNurlen 138/C-19 583*
Jason & Nolan Snider 138/C-19 724**
Grandfather-Grandson Class
John Wagner & Joey Mounts 138/C-19 562*
Ken & James Anderson 677 768**
Grandmother-Grandson Class
Amy Mavrich & James Green 138/C-19 404*
Maria Binotto & Christian Braddock 138/C-19 580**
Mother-Daughter Class
Rachel Baselj & Makenna Hess 6/C-36 429*
Carissa & Anna Boyer 138/C-19 757**
Father-Daughter Class
Shawn & Madison Sutton 138/C-19 495*
Matt & Avery Doyle 564 765**
Grandfather-Granddaughter Class
Frank Wright & Hunter Quinn 6/C-36 560*
John Baselj & Makenna Hess 6/C-36 768**
Grandmother-Granddaughter Class
Mary Alyce Francis & Jocelyn Brown 584 449*
Kathy Skrajner & Cassidy Nekic 142 763**

(Bantam bowlers rolled a two-game series. In the event that scores 
for three games were submitted, the lowest combined score was deleted.)

PREPS DIVISION (ages 9-11)
Mother-Son Class Lodge/Circle Score
Brandi & Tyler Carter 6/C-36 678*
Grandfather-Grandson Class
David Skrajner & Carson Nekic 142 635*
Mother-Daughter Class
Carissa & Chloe Boyer 138/C-19 683*

JUNIORS DIVISION (ages 12-14)
Grandfather-Granddaughter Class
Gerald Francis & Madalaine Brown 584 827*
John Wagner & Bliss Mounts 138/C-19 898**
Grandmother-Granddaughter Class
Mary Alyce Francis & Madalaine Brown 584 853*
Grandmother-Grandson Class
Maria Binotto & Payton Wagner 138/C-19 566*

MAJORS DIVISION (ages 15-18)
Mother-Son Class Lodge/Circle Score
Beth & Gabe Bucciarelli 564 644*
Father-Son Class
Barth & Gabe Bucciarelli 564 751*

*Indicates Actual Champion
**Indicates Handicap Champion

SNPJ Recreation Center
2020 Fraternal Events
Schedule
May 2-3 National Bowling Tournament
May 24 Recreation Center Brew & Bean Festival
  (Micro Brew & Chili Cookoff) 
June 12-14 SNPJ Heritage Center Heritage Weekend
June 19-21 SNPJ Young Adult Conference
July 10-12 SLOVENEFEST 2020

by JERRY WATSON
Lodge 34 Secretary/Treasurer

INDIANAPOLIS — Dober 
dan! Lodge 34 members held 
their fourth quarterly meet-
ing of 2019 on Dec. 13 at the 
Slovenian National Home 
(SNH). It’s always great to 
see our members and enjoy 
some holiday time together.

Our officers were re-
elected for another year and 
will be reinstalled at our next 
meeting. Our first quarterly 
meeting will be held Friday, 
Feb. 28, starting at 7 p.m. at 
the SNH, 2717 West 10th St.

Our Lodge will host the 
SNH Friday night dinner that 
evening, offering a baked 
potato bar for a $6 donation 

to the SNH. In an attempt to 
attract more people to the 
dinner, we will also hold a 
trivia game night and provide 
a $25 cash prize.

Several Lodge 34 mem-
bers have been busy helping 
make our famous potica. 
SNPJ, KSKJ and SNH mem-
bers got together before the 
holidays and made 128 loaves 
of potica on two different 
Saturdays. Since we were 
sold out, we recently made 
32 additional loaves. If you 
would enjoy a loaf of potica, 
please contact the SNH. All 
proceeds will benefit the 
Slovenian National Home.

I hope to see you at the 
next meeting!

Lodge 34 assists with 
the SNH potica benefit

Lodge 34 
Secretary/
Treasurer 
JERRY 
WATSON rolls 
the dough for 
the poticas 
sold by the 
Indianapolis 
Slovenian 
National Home. 
The proceeds 
from the potica 
sales benefit 
the Slovenian 
National Home.
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Bro. William F. Ferlich
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the Oct. 18, 2019, pass-
ing of Bro. William F. Ferlich 
Jr., 68, of Washington, Pa. He 
was a 30-year SNPJ member.

Bro. Ferlich was the son of 
the late Ruth Stewart and Wil-
liam Ferlich. He attended Trin-
ity High School in Washington 
and graduated from Penn 
State University in 1973 with 
a bachelor of science degree in 
mechanical engineering. 

William was especially 
proud of his career as a me-
chanical engineer working in 
the construction industry. He 
started his career in Washing-
ton, D.C., working as a project 
engineer overseeing the con-
struction of various portions 
of the subway in the 1970s. 
He moved back to Pittsburgh 
and continued his work in the 
construction of bridges and 
roadways, continually moving 
up the ranks into more respon-
sible management positions.

When his son was young, 
he enjoyed spending time with 
him, assisting with coaching 
soccer, hockey, baseball, and 
BMX racing. He also enjoyed 
his family, pets, cooking and 
watching sports, especially 
Penn State football. He will be 
dearly missed by all who knew 
and loved him.

Surviving are his son, Wil-
liam Ferlich; a brother, Dennis 
(Mary Kirkland) Ferlich; and 
a nephew and niece, Justin 
Ferlich and Melanie (Eric) 
Hartzog. He also had a special 
bond with Joseph Garner, who 
was like a son to him.

Services for Bro. Ferlich 
were held Oct. 26 at Pittsburgh 
Cremation and Funeral Care, 
McMurray, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Ferlich’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. Boris F. Pekol
• Lodge 33 •

AMBRIDGE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 33 sadly 
report the Oct. 27, 2019, pass-
ing of Bro. Boris F. Pekol, 76, 
of Fair Oaks, Pa., in Concordia 
at Villa St. Joseph, Baden, Pa. 

Bro. Pekol was born July 14, 
1943, in Sewickley, Pa., a son 
of the late Anthony and Jewel 
Petros Pekol. He was a graduate 
of Quaker Valley High School, 
class of 1961. He was the direc-
tor of transportation for Taylor 
Dairy, and the owner of Leet 
Excavating and Leet Township 
Self-Storage. 

A 60-year member of SNPJ 

Lodge 33, he was also a mem-
ber of Good Samaritan Parish 
in Ambridge. 

Surviving are his wife, 
Geraldine Janicki Pekol; two 
daughters, Christine (Peter) 
Woeste of St. Charles, Ill., 
and Elaine (Kurt) Dizak of 
Economy Borough, Pa.; five 
grandchildren, Piper, Payton 
and Paris Dizak, and Zachary 
and Paige Woeste; and a sister, 
Nadia Yamanaka of Morton 
Grove, Ill. 

A Blessing Service for 
Bro. Pekol was held Nov. 2 
at Bohn-Matich Funeral & 
Cremation Services, Inc., Am-
bridge. Interment followed in 
Sylvania Hills Memorial Park, 
Rochester, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 33 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Pekol’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Margaret A. Oliver
• Lodge 6 •

SYGAN, Pa. — The members 
of Lodge 6 sadly report the Nov. 
9, 2019, passing of Sis. Marga-
ret A. Oliver, 77, of Strabane, 
Pa., in her home. She was a 
61-year SNPJ member.

Sis. Oliver was born Dec. 
21, 1941, in Canonsburg, Pa., 
a daughter of the late Martin 
and Margaret A. Laharnar 
Oklesson. She was previously 
employed by the North Stra-
bane Township Rehab Center 
and loved cooking and read-
ing. Her greatest passion was 
spending time with her family.

Surviving are her son, 
Michael J. (Victoria) Oliver 
of McDonald, Pa.; two grand-
children, Amanda Oliver and 
Bradley (Kate) Oliver; and a 
sister, JoAnn (George) Stiffler 
of Canonsburg.

Funeral services for Sis. 
Oliver were held Nov. 15 in 
Thomas-Little Funeral Ser-
vice, Inc., Oakdale, Pa. Inter-
ment followed in West Point 
Cemetery, Avella, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 6 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Sis. 
Oliver’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. Joseph A. Sever
• Lodge 223 •

GREENSBURG, Pa. — The 
Sever family and the members 
of Lodge 223 sadly report the 
Nov. 13, 2019, passing of Bro. 
Joseph A. Sever, 94, in Hemp-
field Manor, Greensburg. 

Bro. Sever was born Dec. 
27, 1924, in Greensburg, a son 
of the late Joseph and Angela 
(Rus) Sever. He attended Har-

rold Junior High School, was 
drafted into the U.S. Army Air 
Forces where he was trained as 
a flight engineer and mechanic, 
and served as a staff sergeant 
during World War II. 

He was a member of Team-
sters Local No. 30 in Jeannette, 
Pa., and prior to retirement 
he had worked at the former 
Westinghouse Air Brake Co. in 
Wilmerding, Pa.; at the former 
Wilson & Co. meat packing 
plant in Greensburg for 25 
years; and for Coca-Cola, 
taking orders and making de-
liveries to stores, for 25 years. 

Joe was a member of St. 
Paul Parish and a 77-year 
member of SNPJ Lodge 223 
in Greensburg. He helped 
build the Lodge 223 club and 
was a former member of the 
Lodge 223 bowling, balina and 
shuffleboard leagues. He was 
proud of his Slovenian heritage, 
and loved watching polkas on 
YouTube and playing the ac-
cordion. An avid Pittsburgh 
Steelers and Pirates fan, he also 
enjoyed watching Saturday 
college football games. 

He is survived by his wife 
of 68 years, Evangeline C. 
“Vange” (Cvitkovic) Sever; two 
sons, Joseph A. (Diane) Sever 
Jr. of North Huntingdon, Pa., 
and Donald A. (Laurie) Sever, 
of Cary, N.C.; a daughter, 
Linda (Domenick III) Valore 
of Greensburg; six grandchil-
dren; eight great-grandchil-
dren; a step-grandchild; three 
step-great-grandchildren; four 
sisters-in-law, Mary Rebosky, 
Pauline Falcone, Josephine 
Cvitkovic and Kathy (Joseph) 
Dorko; a brother-in-law, Jo-
seph Cvitkovic; and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by 
his twin brother, William J. 
(Dolores) Sever; a grandson, 
Jonathan Sever; and five sis-
ters, Mary (Joseph) Paulin, 
Ann (Thomas) Kuznik, Verna 
(Charles) Pinazza, Sophie 
(William) Kuznik and Jennie 
(August) Levic. 

A Funeral Mass was cel-
ebrated for Bro. Sever in St. 
Paul Parish, Greensburg. En-
tombment followed in Westmo-
reland County Memorial Park 

Mausoleum with full military 
honors accorded by the VFW 
Post No. 33 Greensburg Honor 
Guard.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 223 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Sever’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Shirley H. Skerl
• Lodge 6 •

SYGAN, Pa. — The members 
of Lodge 6 sadly announce the 
Nov. 21, 2019, passing of Sis. 
Shirley Helen (Meneely) Skerl, 
90, of Collier Twp., Pa.

Sis. Skerl was born May 
10, 1929, in Houston, Pa., a 
daughter of the late John and 
Pearl Campbell Meneely. She 
was a retired employee of Mel-
lon Bank in Pittsburgh.

A 72-year member of SNPJ 
Lodge 6 in Sygan, Shirley was 
also a member of Bethany Pres-
byterian Church in Bridgeville, 
Pa., and a former member 
of Rennerdale Presbyterian 
Church.

On May 30, 1951, she mar-
ried Carl “Shorty” Skerl, who 
survives. She is also survived 
by two daughters, Barbara 
Radaker and Nancy (Tim) 
Sobota; three grandchildren, 
Erik (Holly) Radaker, Jessica 
Ravis (fiancé Mike Novak) 
and Emma (Ryan) Stack; two 
great-grandchildren, Kayleigh 
and Bryce; and a sister, Phyllis 
Lagoni.

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death 
by a sister, Vera Flick; and 
two brothers, Jack and Edd 
Meneely.

Funeral services for Sis. 
Skerl were held Nov. 25 in 
Warchol Funeral Home, Inc., 
Bridgeville. Interment fol-
lowed in Queen of Heaven 
Cemetery, Peters Twp., Pa.

The family suggests dona-
tions to Slovene Radio Hour 
-Association of Slovene Amer-
icans, 381 F St., Pittsburgh, 
PA 15209.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 6 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Skerl’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Betty Jean Lloyd
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the Nov. 30, 2019, pass-
ing of Sis. Betty Jean Lloyd, 60, 
of Beaver Falls, Pa., formerly 
of Strabane, in her home fol-
lowing a lengthy illness. She 
was a 42-year SNPJ member.

Sis. Lloyd was born April 
12, 1959, in Washington, Pa., 

a daughter of Juanita “Jean” 
DeHosse Lloyd of Wash-
ington and the late William 
Lloyd. She attended Canon-
McMillan High School and 
formerly drove a school bus 
for the Newport News, Va., 
school district.

Surviving are a son, An-
thony J. (Carrie) Vucich of 
Washington; a brother, Robert 
L. (JoAnn) Lloyd of Washing-
ton; her companion, Guy F. 
Ruff Jr., with whom she made 
her home; her extended family, 
Guy Ruff III and Stevi Kelly; 
and many cousins, nieces and 
nephews.

Deceased, in addition to her 
father, are two brothers, Wil-
liam P. Lloyd and Jay D. Lloyd.

Services for Sis. Lloyd 
were held Dec. 5 in Piatt and 
Barnhill Funeral Home, Wash-
ington. Interment followed in 
Forest Lawn Gardens, McMur-
ray, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our condolences to Sis. 
Lloyd’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Josephine Paulich
• Lodge 576 •

CLEVELAND — The Pau-
lich family and the members 
of Lodge 576 sadly announce 
the Dec. 7, 2019, passing of Sis. 
Josephine “JoAnn” Paulich, 
98. She was a 48-year SNPJ 
member.

Sis. Paulich, born Josephine 
Mihalic in Cleveland on Oct. 
21, 1921, was a Slovenian 
beauty who excelled in secre-
tarial and business skills. 

She was the beloved wife 
of the late John Paulich; 
mother to Jan Jones, Karen 
(John) Jassy and John (Sara) 
Paulich III; grandmother to 
Jil Jones Cooke, J. (Jill) Jones, 
Ryan Kelly, John (Danielle) 
Paulich IV, Nate (Brianna) 
Paulich, Megan (Tim) Kirley 
and Holly (Jake) Dalton; and 

Bro. JOSEPH A. SEVER (223) Sis. JOSEPHINE PAULICH (576)

great-grandmother to Hannah, 
Tess, Sam, Nick, Josh, Hailey, 
Sylvia, Jack, Zoe, Thatcher, 
Isabella, Abby and Johnny V.

JoAnn’s sparkling blue eyes 
captured John’s heart, and 
together they built a family, 
a life filled with adventures, 
and the successful Paulich 
Specialty Co., specializing in 
trophies, awards and gifts that 
advertise. Side by side, she and 
John traveled the world, but 
they were happiest at home in 
Mayfield Village, Ohio, and 
Naples, Fla.  

She leaves a legacy of rich 
history, a twinkly sense of hu-
mor, and great, happy energy. 
She remembered everything 
and told great stories, and she 
loved every single one of us in 
this big family. She was known 
to take us aside to tell us that 
we “were her favorite”... and 
we loved it!

JoAnn was a true, kind, 
funny, classy, beautiful ma-
triarch whose presence will 
always be felt. How lucky we 
were to have her in our lives. 

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Paulich 
on Dec. 16 at St. William 
Catholic Church, Naples. En-
tombment followed in Naples 
Memorial Gardens.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 576 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Paulich’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

In LovIng MeMory of

August 11, 1947 – februAry 1, 2019
Lou “Dr. Slivo” Novak

You are deeplY missed bY pat, Karen, toni, louie, 
Charlie, eriCa, Christian, GabbY, JaCK, Cooper, 

and all of Your familY and friends.

A yeAr Ago our 
heArts broke, but 
we reMeMber ALL 

thAt you Left wIth us: 
A kInd heArt, 

A wArM fAMILy, 
And A greAt LegAcy.

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO

DEATHS REPORTED
For the month of December 2019
   DATE OF
LODGE NAME DEATH CITY, STATE
 A01 Irene F. Vereb 10-25-2019 McDonald, Ohio
 FD4 Alma M. Sikorski 08-23-2004 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 1 Eleanor A. Prelesnik 10-11-2019 Vancouver, Wash.
 2 Anton Stolsek 09-14-2019 Nokomis, Ill.
 2 Alfred Rodriguez 11-18-2019 Visalia, Calif.
 5 Evelyn J. Proell 08-27-2019 Eastlake, Ohio
 6 Margaret A. Oliver 11-09-2019 Strabane, Pa.
 6 Lynda M. Tyler 11-30-2019 McDonald, Pa.
 6 Joseph R. Galicic 10-26-2019 Oakdale, Pa.
 53 Portia A. Wolfe 07-24-2019 Chardon, Ohio
 53 James G. Osif 12-06-2019 Cleveland, Ohio
 87 Anthony J. Klus 09-01-2019 St. Charles, Ill.
 138 William F. Ferlich 10-18-2019 Washington, Pa.
 138 Robert W. Lasch 10-27-2019 Triadelphia, W.Va.
 142 Martha L. Rymer 09-03-2019 Mentor, Ohio
 142 Sylvia Cek 11-07-2019 Euclid, Ohio
 158 Veronica Santavicca 11-09-2007 Twinsburg, Ohio
 207 Robert C. Ray 10-23-2019 Connor, Mont.
 207 Daniel J. Paynich 11-13-2019 Great Falls, Mont.
 216 Jennie M. Flisek 11-23-2019 Gainesville, Va.
 223 Joseph A. Sever 11-13-2019 Greensburg, Pa.
 254 Patricia J. Hobbs 11-13-2019 Johnstown, Pa.
 254 Marie Conner 11-14-2019 Northern Cambria, Pa.
 274 Cecilia V. Magagnotti 10-30-2019 Seminole, Pa.
 459 Brian J. Flowers 09-15-2016 Sault Sainte Marie, Mich.
 559 Jeanette A. Vuolo 03-06-2011 Oak Brook, Ill.
 564 Raymond Stefanich 12-04-2019 Muskegon, Mich.
 581 Robert F. Milavec 11-22-2019 Worcester, N.Y.
 581 Anne M. Hren 04-02-2015 Cooperstown, N.Y.
 584 Sharon L. Drzadinski 10-09-2019 Greendale, Wis.
 584 Ann M. Bonello 08-14-2019 Naples, Fla.
 584 Beverly J. Kuskie 05-15-2019 Prior Lake, Minn.
 604 William Perdan 10-10-2019 Willowick, Ohio
 604 Dallas Charton 11-27-2019 Bolivar, Ohio
 643 Angeline Hlasta 04-29-2012 Oakton, Va.
 677 Mary A. Tuuri 10-26-2019 Gladstone, Mich.
 723 Emilie Nichols 08-06-2019 Fontana, Calif.
 723 Diane M. Gallentine 03-21-2019 Park Ridge, Ill.
 729 Robert E. Packe 03-27-2019 Scottdale, Pa.
 776 Lester D. Mollenkopf 11-05-2019 Villa Maria, Pa.
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Wednesday, rested for a few 
hours, ate dinner, and then 
went to sleep until midnight, 
when we were awakened for 
our breakfast before the big 
summit.  

Around 1 a.m. we began 
the grueling summit to 
Uhuru Peak, which was ap-
proximately 3.1 miles from 
Barafu Camp – but it would 
take us nearly eight hours 
to cover that distance. Over 
the next six to eight hours we 
climbed the side of Mount 
Kilimanjaro in temperatures 
hovering around 15 degrees 
Fahrenheit with 40- to 50- 
mile-per-hour winds, which 
made it feel like it was -20 
degrees Fahrenheit!

The sun began to rise at 
around 5:30 a.m. This was 
great for extra warmth, but 
disappointing when we saw 
how much further we had 
to go. 

We continued our climb up 
the summit, reaching Stella 
Point (18,885 feet) at around 
7:30 a.m. for a short break 
and some much-needed hot 
tea. From there, it took us 
another hour to reach Uhuru 
Peak, the highest point on 
the African continent at a 
staggering 19,341 feet! 

The views from Uhuru 
Peak were absolutely incred-
ible and breathtaking: words 
– and even photos – cannot 
do it justice. 

Before we knew it, it was 
time for the descent back to 
Barafu Camp (which took 
only two hours), where we 
stayed for a few hours before 
heading to our final camp of 
the trip, Millennium Camp at 
an elevation of 12,959 feet, 
still far above the clouds.

This trip taught me a lot 
about myself and what I can 
truly accomplish with the 
help of a great group of new 
friends, porters and guides 
who truly cared, and pushing 
myself to accomplish some-
thing that very few people 
get to experience. There’s 
always a chance to go see the 
world, experience different 
cultures, and accomplish a 
lofty goal!

by CHRIS CADEZ
Lodge 138

I t was May 2018 when I   
saw an advertisement 
on Facebook, from a 

company I had never heard 
of, that read, “Want to hike 
the highest peak in Africa? 
We are looking for eight 
adventurous people to go on 
the trip of a lifetime.” 

I had my spot reserved 
within the hour (a few weeks 
later I convinced a friend to 
join me on the trip) with Sky-
hook Adventures to embark 
on what truly was the trip of 
a lifetime.

Fast forward 16 months 
and I set off for Africa, which 
took nearly 36 hours of trav-
eling. After arriving at our 
hotel at around 10 p.m. local 
time, and a quick briefing 
about the plans for the next 
day, it was time to have a few 
local beverages (Kilimanjaro 
Lager was my go-to beer) and 
get some rest. 

Saturday morning we de-
parted our hotel at around 9 
a.m. to make our way to the 
Machame Gate to fill out the 
necessary paperwork, meet 
our guides and start our six-
day trek. We spent the first 
day hiking for nearly seven 
hours over 6.2 miles through 
the dense rainforest zone, 
where temperatures neared 
80 degrees, ending the day 
at the Machame Camp at an 
elevation of 9,911 feet.  

Over the next three days 
we hiked a total of roughly 
15 miles, six to eight hours 
per day, over steep terrain 
that changed quickly from 
dense rainforest to alpine 
desert to reach Barafu Camp 
(also known as base camp) at 
an elevation of 15,229 feet. 
Yes, the alpine desert looked 
exactly like it sounds – sand, 
dust, rocks... and no signs of 
life around.

Each day we followed 
the mountaineering code of 
“hike high during the day and 
sleep at a lower elevation at 
night” (this allowed our bod-
ies to acclimate to the eleva-
tion). We arrived at Barafu 
Camp at around 4 p.m. on 

Scaling Kilimanjaro 
a lofty achievement for 

Strabane Lodge 138 member

[Above] Bro. CHRIS CADEZ (138) and his group at 
Machame Gate in Tanzania prior to the Kilimanjaro ascent.
[Below] The sun rises on Uhuru Peak, the highest point on 
the African continent.
[Headline photo] Mission accomplished: Bro. Cadez at 
Uhuru Peak, the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro.

Peak Performance

Hodgepodge 
from the 

Reveliers Lodge
by CHRIS PETUKAUSKAS

Lodge 33 Secretary

AMBRIDGE, Pa. — Here we are again, 
with another Christmas among our trea-
sured memories and a new year underway. 
As this year opens up a blank book, you 
can pen in your own story of life’s richest 
blessings. I hope those blessings include 
good health, a circle of true friends, and 
a family intertwined with love.

Lodge 33 celebrated the holidays with 
our friends from Aliquippa Lodge 721, 
and it was truly a delightful celebration. 
Our party was held at Imperial SNPJ 
Lodge 106, with delicious food and the 
camaraderie of SNPJ friends. We enjoyed 
wonderful music provided by Lodge 33 
president Dave Pendel, and the young 
and young at heart were excited to have 
a visit from the jolly man himself, none 
other than Santa. 

We held a Chinese auction that offered 

beautiful prizes, along with a 50/50 draw-
ing. Congratulations to all the winners, and 
a big thank you to Lodge 721 for being 
such awesome hosts. It certainly brought 
out the true spirit of Christmas in all of us!

Merry Christmas to two of our colle-
giate members, Melanie Pendel and Robert 
Petukauskas. Melanie has successfully 
completed her first semester of college 
in Canada, while Robert is working on 
completing his final year at WVU. We 
missed you at the party, but we know you 
were at school working diligently. Santa 
did leave a little something for you while 
he was visiting us. 

Congratulations to all of our milestone 
members: 70-year member Dorothy Rosso; 
60-year member Marie Posega; and 50-
year members James Rodeheaver, Gary 
Nenadovich, Carol Rubritz, Harry Posega 
and Frank Sumrak. How wonderful to be 
a member of the SNPJ for so many years; 
we wish you all the best. This is a huge 
milestone for all of you!

We are pleased to have some new mem-
bers among us. The following are recent 
additions to Lodge 33: Margaret Packer, 
Barbara Randel, Ryan Miller and Nadia 
Yamanaka. We’re so glad to have you as 
members. If you are available, stop in at 
one of our meetings and introduce yourself.

We send greetings to our members who 

may be under the weather; please know 
we’re thinking of you. 

Stay warm as Old Man Winter sur-
rounds us, and most importantly, stay 
healthy! May the new year bring new 
dreams, new hopes and new joys each 
day. Until next time, blagoslove in nasmeh.

Pictured with Santa are members of 
Lodge 33 President Dave Pendel’s 
family: [standing] DAVE PENDEL, son 
CHRISTOPHER PENDEL, [seated] 
mother BETTY PENDEL, mother-in-law 
Verna Kosmrlj, and wife IRENE PENDEL.

YOUNG ADULT CONFERENCE
FROM PAGE 1 

counted in total by region, and all del-
egates, both regular and surrogates, 
will receive room and board. However, 
surrogate delegates will receive one-half 
of the travel costs paid unless they bring 
another surrogate and/or delegate with 
them in their vehicle. SNPJ will not pay 
for rental vehicles for delegates driving to 
the conference.

The cost of airfare reimbursed to 
surrogate delegates will be one-half the 
ticket price. Lodges and Federations would 
have the opportunity to contribute to the 
additional cost.

Lodge secretaries received the Young 
Adult Conference election forms in their 
December mailing. There are some impor-
tant deadline dates I would like to point out 
to the Lodge secretaries and any members 
interested in attending this conference.

Lodges must turn in their completed 
and signed Young Adult Delegate Election 
Forms by April 30. Members interested 
in attending this conference must contact 
their Lodge secretary and make sure that 
their name is included on the delegate 
election form. Be sure to include your e-
mail address; correspondence about the 
conference will be handled electronically 
as much as possible.

Once the election forms are received 
by the Fraternal Department, all delegates 
will receive an introductory packet via e-
mail. This packet will include a general 
information sheet about the Young Adult 
Conference, a tentative agenda for the 
weekend, and a Young Adult Delegate 
Registration Form. The registration form 
must be completed by the delegate and 
returned to the Fraternal Department no 
later than May 15. Receipt of this form 
completes the registration process. 

All delegates must turn in a registration 
form by the deadline date; otherwise, they 
may be replaced by alternate or surrogate 
delegates.

New rules in effect for delegates to the 2020 SNPJ YAC

by JOHN MLAKAR
Lodge 745 Secretary

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — In 
May, Lodge 745 organized a 
wine tasting and luncheon at 
the Pescatore Vineyards and 
Winery in Newcastle, Calif. 
Wine and food were served on 
the deck overlooking the vine-
yards on a beautiful spring day. 

We had excellent atten-
dance.  Joining us was a visiting 
SNPJ member from Spokane, 
Wash., Phyllis Holmes, along 
with her daughter, Shannon 
Jacinto. Lodge 745 plans to 
repeat this event on April 26, 
so mark your calendars.

In July the Lodge planned 
an evening out at the baseball 
park. Everyone in attendance 
enjoyed watching the AAA 
Sacramento River Cats in a 
slugfest 18-3 win over the Ta-
coma Rainiers. Much thanks 
to Mary Saber for obtaining 
discount tickets, and to Lodge 
Vice President Dick Laux for 
selecting our premium seat 
location.

Lodge members also sup-
ported the Sacramento area 
polka dances sponsored by Don 
and Gail Haderle. Music was 
performed by the Polka Power 
California band.  

October brought our sec-
ond annual Halloween event 
hosted by Connie and Alan 
Walker. This is another event 
that is especially fun for our 
youth members, and adults 

Plenty of activity for Lodge 745 members in 2019

A gorgeous view from the deck at Pescatore Vineyards and 
Winery provided the backdrop for the Lodge 745 wine tasting 
party held in May 2019.

It just couldn’t be Halloween without a costume party, and 
Lodge 745 members celebrated the holiday in fine fashion.

are also encouraged to come 
in costume. This event offered 
games, contests, and the finale 
of the outdoor projected view-
ing of “It’s The Great Pumpkin 
Charlie Brown.” The Lodge 
thanks Connie and Alan for 
their work on this fun event.

During our November 
Lodge meeting, the officers 
and members in attendance ap-
proved a motion to donate $200 
to the American Red Cross.  

Again this past year, Lodge 
President Joe Mlakar vol-
unteered approximately 200 
hours of his time to the Sacra-
mento Loaves and Fishes in the 
name of the SNPJ. This organi-
zation provides an environment 
of welcome, hospitality, safety 
and cleanliness, as well as an 
oasis for homeless men, women 
and children seeking survival 
services. Once again, thank 
you, Brother Joe.

Lucille and John Mlakar 
donated time cleaning the 
American River Confluence 
State Park area. Twice a year 
an organized effort is arranged 
to remove trash and debris 
throughout the state parks. This 
effort brings out hundreds of 
volunteers.

Lodge 745 hosted its eighth 
annual Christmas ice skating 
and pizza party on Dec. 1. 
Twelve children and 11 adults 
attended this event to skate 
and/or enjoy the Christmas 
ambiance of historic Old Town 

Folsom, Calif. However, the 
rain decided to rule the day 
and we settled for the pizza 
party, at which everyone en-
joyed fraternalism, fun and 
food. Teresa Mlakar provided 
Christmas gift bags for all of 

the children – big smiles were 
abundant! Thank you, Teresa.

Don’t forget to view our 
Facebook page, SNPJ Golden 
Valley Lodge #745, for our lat-
est news, upcoming meetings 
and scheduled events.

by TONI THOMEY
Lodge 576

CLEVELAND — Happy 
February, Spartans members! 
Hopefully, by now the ground-
hog hasn’t seen his shadow 
and spring will arrive early. 
Although as Clevelanders, you 
never base the weather on a 
groundhog, or even our famous 
weathermen! As they say, you 
can see all four seasons in one 
day in Cleveland!

I hope everyone’s year has 
started off strong and happy. 
Have you stuck to that New 
Year’s resolution?  If not, that’s 
O.K. There’s still time to start 
over, start a new resolution, or 
start again next year!

Many Spartans members 
had a wonderful start to the 
new year. On Jan. 11, our Lodge 

held our annual post-holiday 
get-together at Urban Vintner 
in Willoughby, Ohio. Thank 
you to Ed Trebets for his amaz-
ing hospitality, and of course 
the amazing wine. You never 
disappoint! A special thank 
you to Donna Sebusch for ar-
ranging this wonderful event 
and finding an amazing caterer 
offering all of our favorites.

A Spartans Lodge event 
isn’t complete without won-
derful baked goods from our 
members and entertainment 
provided by Patty Candela. 
Thanks to all who attend this 
event. Even though we were 
missing a few, we still managed 
to have a great time.  

Since many Spartans mem-
bers will be heading down 
south to enjoy the weather dur-

ing Florida SNPJ Days, we will 
hold our next meeting  Monday, 
March 16. Please arrive at the 
Slovene Home for the Aged at 
7 p.m. We plan to discuss pos-
sible events we can organize 

and attend throughout 2020, 
such as our annual picnic, bus 
trips and volunteer opportuni-
ties. Please come prepared with 
some great ideas. Let’s make 
2020 an even better year!

Spartans Lodge 576 members enjoyed an afternoon of great 
food, wine and entertainment at Urban Vintner in Willoughby, 
Ohio, during their post-holiday get-together.

Spartans greet 2020 with post-holiday festivities
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Photos submitted by Sis. Joann Krance (729)

Having a Holly, Slime-y Christmas!
SNPJ Lodge 729 in Yukon, Pa., hosted a Christmas party for 
youth members and guests on Dec. 15 in the Yukon Slovenian 
Hall. The afternoon included snacks, pizza and dessert, 
relay races, guessing games – and the opportunity to make 
some slime [above] ! To show his appreciation for the holiday 
celebration, Santa left a gift for all members under the tree.

SNPJ Crossword
NFL TEAMS (#0120) solution

SNPJ Membership Anniversaries 
February 2020

 Lodge Member
 2 Barbara A. Fedor
 5 Janet M. Luzar
 5 Phyllis M. Gibson
 5 Delores K. Leskovec
 5 Madeline C. Bradach
 5 Robert F. Bradach
 5 Stanley Staniszewski
 6 Peter M. Wolenski
 6 Ronald A. Baselj
 6 Patsy J. Ciminel
 6 Michele A. Vezzi
 31 Joseph Cvelbar
 31 Lawrence E. Garm
 33 James A. Rodeheaver
 87 Laverne F. Baily
 89 Beverly A. Kramer
 126 William K. Gabrenya
 153 Joyce L. Gosiewski
 153 John W. Ponigar
 158 Barbara J. Chorba
 158 Mildred E. Kovach

 Lodge Member
 158 Lana J. Kinnal
 174 Mary A. Clement
 225 Debbie M. Davis
 225 John C. Kunich
 257 Charles A. Rautio
 265 Diane M. Abruzzi
 562 Melissa Kerr
 584 Carol A. Moore
 614 James F. Debelak
 715 Fred N. Balson
 715 Richard A. Penich
 715 Kevin E. Gruden
 721 Robert P. Baron
 729 Lawrence Manchas
 745 Mary A. Page
 749 Janet E. Avcin
 749 Wayne Langerholc
 770 Charlene Ardelji-Chambers
 770 Larry F. Ardelji
 771 Robert L. Gregg
 771 Diane Len-Schmoyer

50-Year Members

 Lodge Member
 A02 Albert L. Boehm
 A02 Charles H. Egan
 3 Rose M. Baumer
 5 David A. Kaus
 33 Marie A. Posega
 87 Carol J. Duff
 138 Rose M. Colussi
 138 Stanley Bostjancic

 Lodge Member
 207 Carol A. Mills
 254 James H. Clement
 559 Edward J. Krasovech
 559 Thomas C. Slanec
 584 Donald J. Knafels
 584 Janet Smrtnik-Vitacco
 614 Nancy A. Knapp

60-Year Members

 Lodge Member
 A02 Nancy L. Wimer
 3 Elizabeth J. Gorentz
 6 Elmer F. Gasper
 8 Robert G. Sambol
 8 Dorothy D. Ray

 Lodge Member
 53 Louis J. Thomas
 576 Victor J. Nared
 581 Tillie M. Renosky
 584 Mary A. Chuck
 723 Paul W. Lander

70-Year Members

80-Year Members
 Lodge Member
 1 Katherine M. Novotney
 106 Mary Frissora

 Lodge Member
 723 Frances Rosich
 782 Jacob Pompe

by MARGARET CADEZ (138)
Youth Circle 19 Director

STRABANE, Pa. — What a truly amaz-
ing year Circle 19 has had! We were so 
busy and having so much fun that 2019 
flew right by.

We started the year off with monthly 
family game nights, which led to the kids 
just hanging out and the adults playing 
most of the games. Oregon Trail was 
probably our favorite game; and yes, by 
“our” I mean the adults. The kids just 
enjoyed running around and chatting 
with their friends over chicken nuggets 
and french fries. But let’s not forget the 
many rounds of Quick Cups that some 
of the kids and I would play. (P.S.: I am 
still the defending champ. I’ll catch some 
of you at the next game night to see if 
you’ve been practicing, especially you, 
Ava Mack!)

In April, Circle 19 held its annual Eas-
ter party. We constructed a big, screened-
in area and filled it with balloons, balls, 
paper puff balls – literally anything we 
could get our hands on to help the Easter 
Bunny hide the eggs. The kids enjoyed 
being led out by age group and having 
their chance to create a little chaos search-
ing for Easter eggs filled with candy or 
a small toy. 

Their craft this year was creating a 
Duck Race T-shirt design that they all 
voted on. This year’s winner was Payton 
Wagner; his design was featured on the 
Duck Race shirts that were sold. During 
the party, the kids enjoyed one of my 
favorite party items, a giant piñata liter-
ally bursting at the seams with candy.

Circle 19 also started an Adopt a 
Highway campaign in partnership with 
the members of Lodge 138. Twice a year, 
Circle 19 and Lodge 138 members are re-
sponsible for cleaning up two miles right 
in our favorite little town of Strabane. We 
hold one event in the fall and one in the 
spring to give something extra special 
back to our community.

In June the Circle visited the Pitts-
burgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium. There were 
16 children in attendance, along with a lot 
of brave parents to help keep a watchful 
eye on them. We spent the day visiting 
our favorite animals and took a break to 
enjoy lunch and cool off from the hot sun. 
We also took a short break at the end of 
our trip to enjoy Dippin’ Dots. 

The kids had a blast at the zoo and 
on the bus ride when they decided to 
play a joke on me and have one of the 
chaperones, Jesse McNurlen, call me 
and pretend that I left one of the kids 
behind. Since I am more than gullible, 
and knowing I did a head count two dif-
ferent times on the bus and did a roll call, 
they all laughed in my moment of panic, 
especially Theo Tonti, who I am guessing 
was the instigator behind the joke since it 
was he who was supposedly left behind. 
When I asked the parents to come up with 
their favorite memories as I was writing 
this article, this is the memory Theo 
reminded his mother about.

Circle 19 participated in the annual 
Canonsburg Fourth of July parade. Each 
year we come up with a theme and deco-
rate our float accordingly. This year’s 
theme was our heritage. The children 
dressed in red, white and blue traditional 
Slovenian garb, complete with aprons, 

Fond memories made and traditions shared as 
Strabane Youth Circle 19 celebrated its 80th year

[Above] Circle 19 members perform during the
 2019 Christmas show.
[Left] The Circle 19 annual Easter egg hunt.
[Below] Circle members were wowed on a visit 
 to the Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium.

[Below] The Lodge 138
 Duck Race
 mascot with
 “Bobby Mo,” the
 Robert Morris
 University
 mascot.

A Youth Circle 19 “flocking.” No further explanation required.

head scarves and sashes. We also had our 
favorite little ducky, worn by Anna Mack, 
join us to help promote the upcoming 
Lodge 138 Duck Race.

Now to the Duck Race! Circle 19 
created its own little water park. While 
the ducks were racing, the kids and I 
were busy splashing away. We had water 
balloon tosses, water activity tables and 
buckets full of cold refreshing water to 
toss on anyone who was brave enough to 
come near. We even had a sprinkler set up 
that became the target of the kids’ eyes 
as I grabbed it and chased them all. Only 
the bravest would approach me straight on 
(Madison Sutton, Charlee Sutton, Nolan 
Snider and Anna Yarkosky), but even they 
ran away screaming.

And just when I thought I was safe 
– WHAM! They ganged up with the 
other Circle members and executed their 
revenge with water balloons, sponges and 
the buckets that were once full of water 
that soaked me from head to toe.

In August we began our bowling 
league again. Every Sunday, unless oth-
erwise stated, Circle 19 members meet 
at noon and bowl their hearts out for an 
hour. Even after bowling ends, some of 
the kids stick around and play with their 
Circle friends.

Our SNPJ Duck, again worn by Circle 
19 member Anna Mack (I’m starting to 
think she really enjoys being the duck) 
was invited to attend the Pony League 
World Series Mascot Night in August. The 
Mascot Night organizers noticed our duck 
at the Fourth of July parade! Our duck, 
along with some pretty popular mascots 
from the Pittsburgh region, interacted 
with fans, kids, players and everyone in 
attendance. 

Our duck, who really needs to get a 
name now (we’re taking suggestions), 
was able to sign autographs for the kids, 
take pictures and hang out. If we had to 
name the duck’s favorite mascot, it would 
have been the Robert Morris University 
Colonials’ Bobby Mo.

September was a slow-down month; 
this is when the magic happens for the end 
of the year and our three biggest events 
are in the planning phase.

At the end of September, Circle 19 
began a new favorite fund-raiser, THE 
FLOCKING. During the evening, a few 
amazing volunteers and I sneaked all over 
town, placing roughly 50 pink flamingos 
in unsuspecting yards. We did this for two 
and a half weeks, every night, four to six 
yards per night. The members who didn’t 

purchase “anti-flocking insurance” were 
the targets, and they would awake in the 
morning to find their yards decorated in 
flamingos of various sizes. Then they’d 
make a donation to have the flamingos 
removed and nominate the next “victim.” 

Joey Mounts was one of the Circle 
members who helped flock. He couldn’t 
wait until the sun set because he knew 
what was coming. He was getting the 
chance to show off how quickly he could 
place the flamingos in the yards of our 
victims. Every night he would ask if he 
could go, and he went almost every night. 
He even went to school and mentioned 
in a presentation that his favorite fall 
activity was flocking.

Fair warning, though – there is another 
flocking coming to a yard near you soon!

In October, Circle 19 hosted its annual 
Trunk-or-Treat. This was the second of the 
three big events held at the end of the year. 
We had 17 decorated trunks for 59 kids 
to trick-or-treat in our parking lot. After 
the kids were done trick-or-treating, we 
danced to the “Monster Mash” through 
the Lodge 138 clubroom to show off our 
costumes to the other members, and then 
we went upstairs for food, crafts and 
dancing. I must say, Circle 19 members 
really enjoy boogying from time to time.

Finally, Circle 19 ended the year with 
the “Let it Snow” Christmas show, the 
last of the three big year-end events. For 
two months, Circle 19 members practiced 
poems, songs, skits and dances, all of 
which were performed for SNPJ members 
and parents on Dec. 15. 

We were entertained by the cutest 
little snowmen, two adorable hippos, 
rapping reindeer and so much more. 
Santa even stopped by to give the kids 
an early present and stockings stuffed 
with candy and knickknacks. At the end 
of the show, a little speech was given 
about 2019 being the 80th year for Circle 
19, and we honored the former Circle 
directors and assistants in attendance: 
Agnes Engel, Andrea Yarkosky and 
Karen Brumbaugh.

Finding out that 2019 marked the 80th 
year for Circle 19, I must say that I’m not 
surprised by its longevity. The Circle 
allows us to pass down traditions and 
reminds the kids of the heritage found 
within the SNPJ, as well as the lasting 
friendships and memories they can create 
at Circle functions. 

It has truly been an amazing year with 
these kids, and I’m looking forward to 
making next year even better!


