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Make snpj.org 
your first stop for 

SNPJ information 
on the go. 

Scan the code 
to get started.

The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are April 1 and May 1. All material 
must be received by noon on Monday, 
March 16, for the April 1, issue, and by 
Monday, April 13, for the May 1 issue. 
If you’re concerned about making the 
deadline, send an e-mail to prosveta@
snpj.com or submit your material via 
the publications area of our website, 
www.snpj.org.

THE
DEADLINE

briefly

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Remember that the 
deadline for submissions to PROSVETA 
is noon on Mondays as indicated on the 
publications calendar (see page 6) and in 
“The Deadline” notification below. The 
deadline dates for upcoming issues are 
announced in each issue. When submit-
ting materials for publication, be sure 
to address all e-mail correspondence to 
prosveta@snpj.com.

PROSVETA deadlines
have moved to Mondays

MONDAY, MARCH 2, 2020

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Take advantage of 
SNPJ’s Recommender Program. Every 
valid referral earns the recommender $10, 
plus an entry in the quarterly drawing for 
a chance to win $100. Pay a visit to the 
SNPJ website, www.snpj.org, to complete 
an online Recommender form and get a 
head start on your reward.

Have you recommended
a new member lately?

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — SNPJ 
Lodge 776 members will hold their 
regularly scheduled meeting at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center on Sunday, March 15, 
starting at 2 p.m. All Lodge members are 
encouraged to attend.

VONNIE DOMBROSKY
Lodge 776 Recording Secretary

Lodge 776 schedules 
mid-March meeting date

SNPJ Lodge 138 member Bro. Greg Felton is 
FSGP Fraternalist of the Year

Bro. GREG FELTON (138) will be honored as 
the Fraternal Societies of Greater Pittsburgh
(FSGP) 2020 Fraternalist of the Year in March.

PITTSBURGH — The Fraternal Societies of 
Greater Pittsburgh (FSGP) has named SNPJ 
Lodge 138 member Bro. Greg Felton, National 
Sales Director at NSSLife, as their 2020 Fra-
ternalist of the Year. The FSGP is comprised of 
17 fraternal benefit societies representing over 
one million members, and several business-
associated groups. The FSGP has been serving 
the fraternal benefit industry for over 75 years.  

Greg has been an active member of the FSGP 
for more than 20 years. He has served the orga-
nization as president for two years (2014-2015) 
and is currently the unofficial FSGP program 
chairman, serving in this capacity since 2014. 

Over the course of the years, Greg has par-
ticipated in many fraternal activities. On the 
national level he has served as president of the 
Fraternal Field Managers Association (FFMA), 
and having advanced through the organization 
chairs he currently serves as an FFMA board 

member.
SNPJ members will best remember Bro. 

Felton from his time working at the Home Of-
fice, where he was employed as SNPJ Market-
ing Director for 15 years, from 1995 to 2010. 
He fondly recalls his time at SNPJ, writing, 
“I worked with so many wonderful members, 
along with the officers and Home Office staff. 

“During my time at SNPJ, we were fortunate 
to have some great, longtime fraternal produc-
ers: Roger Evanish, Jim Curl, Dorothy Gorjup, 
Agnes Engel, Joe Sladick, Frank Vidergar, 
Caroline Brown, Evelyn Dimpfl, John Micko, 
Ed Snyder, and so many other good people. I 
enjoyed the insurance seminars we held every 
year all around the country. There we would meet 
producers and members who really believed in 
the SNPJ, the fraternal spirit, and perpetuating 

SEE BRO. FELTON FSGP 2020
ON PAGE 10

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — We’re already looking 
forward to the summer season at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center and counting the days until 
Family Week 2020, scheduled Sunday, July 26, 
through Saturday, Aug. 1.

For those of you who aren’t aware of all 
that goes on at Family Week, think of it as a 
summer camp for families. But you don’t need 
a family to attend since activities are geared 
toward individual campers of all ages. You 
can participate in arts and crafts, balina and 
beanbag toss tournaments, bingo games, picnics 

Family fun in store at the SNPJ Recreation Center
and hayrides, or just hang out at the cabins and 
enjoy the friendship of fellow SNPJ members. 
Of course, there’s always time for the pool in 
addition to other special activities, many times 
featuring live entertainment.

Campers will enjoy three meals a day. 
Although the meal service will conclude with 
breakfast on Friday, July 31, you’ll be able to 
stay in your cabin and enjoy all of the Friday 
evening fun at the SNPJ Recreation Center. Of 
course, you can stay Saturday evening as well 
for an additional fee. Please remember that the 
Gostilna kitchen is open on the weekends so 
you can purchase food, and that entertainment 

is scheduled on Friday evening as well.
The Family Week registration fee for SNPJ 

members is $140 per person; for non-members 
the fee is $200 per person. There is also an ad-
ditional lodging fee based on the type of cabin 
in which you will be staying. For a two-bedroom 
Upper Cabin (numbers 3-24), the fee is $350 for 
the week. For a two-bedroom Lower Cabin, the 
fee is $230 for the week. For a one-bedroom 
Lower Cabin, the fee is $120 for the week. Want 
to stay in the newly renovated Cabins 1 or 2? 
The fee is $575 for the week. These lodging 

SEE FAMILY WEEK 2020
ON PAGE 5

The $100 winner of 
the fourth quarter drawing 

in the 2019 SNPJ 
Recommender Program is:

Brendan Schmidt
Lodge 225, Girard, Kan.

Congratulations, and
thank you for participating!

And the
winner is...

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The Miss SNPJ 
Pageant Booster Fund is currently accept-
ing donations. There are numerous costs 
associated with the pageant, and your 
donations, both large and small, are truly 
appreciated to help defray those costs. 
Please make checks payable to SNPJ, 
noting “Miss SNPJ Pageant” on the memo 
line, and mail your donation to Slovene 
National Benefit Society, Att’n. Miss 
SNPJ Pageant Booster Fund, 247 West 
Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

Your pageant donations
support SNPJ tradition

Photo submitted by Sis. Julie Milavek (218)

Post-holiday Party Opens the Year for Lodge 218
Denver Lodge 218 members hosted their annual After-Holidays Party at Hacienda Colorado. 
Following in the footsteps of the former Lodge president, current President Bonnie Lehnerz 
provided fun table decorations. Those attending the party included BONNIE LEHNERz; 
Vice President JULIE CHAMBERLIN; Secretary JULIE MILAVEK; Treasurer GREGG 
LEHNERz; auditors DAVID CHAMBERLIN, CAITLIN zIMMERMANN and DON TOMSIC; 
Lodge members ANN TOMSIC, BEAU TOMSIC, RYAN zIMMERMANN, McKAILA 
CHAMBERLIN and RONON CHAMBERLIN; and a guest, Dan.

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — The 2020 SNPJ 
National Bowling Tournament will be held at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center the weekend of 
May 1-3, sponsored by SNPJ Loyalites Lodge 
158. Bowling will take place at Colonial Lanes 
in New Castle, Pa., and all social activities will 
be held at the SNPJ Recreation Center. 

SNPJ Lodge 158 Secretary Gary Smrdel will 
serve as tournament secretary. A tournament 
program book is being compiled. Contact Gary 
Smrdel if you are interested in submitting an 
ad for the program book.

Doubles and singles events will be rolled 
starting at 11 a.m. on Saturday, May 2. Team 
competition is scheduled Sunday, May 3, again 
starting at 11 a.m.

A bus will be transporting bowlers to and 
from the bowling center, departing from 

2020 National Bowl rolling into 
the SNPJ Recreation Center in May

the SNPJ Recreation Center. Please e-mail 
garylodge158@roadrunner.com to reserve 
your seat on the bus. A minimal fee will be 
collected when you board the bus; seats will 
be reserved on a first-come, first-served until 
the bus is filled.

To kick off the weekend, join us in the 
Gostilna on Friday, May 1, for a welcome 
party featuring Joe Cheetah’s Game Show 
Junkies from 9 p.m. until midnight. Wear your 
favorite Kentucky Derby hat to the Gostilna on 
Saturday to watch the race; prizes and drink 
specials will be offered. The Saturday evening 
entertainment features the KTB Band in the 
Gostilna from 8 p.m. until midnight.

Cabins will be available throughout the 
tournament weekend. Contact the SNPJ Rec-
reation Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732 to 

SEE 2020 NATIONAL BOWL
ON PAGE 7

Home Office closed for 
the Society anniversary
IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office will be closed Monday, April 13, 
in observance of the Society’s 116th an-
niversary, which we celebrate each year 
on April 6. Normal office hours, 8 a.m. 
until 5 p.m., will resume Tuesday, April 14.
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Lodge/Organization

Type of Event 
 
 

Site 
 
 

If a concert or dance, who is
performing? 
 
 

Date 

Time 

Who to contact 
 
 

Phone (        )

Complete and return to: 
PROSVETA

247 W. Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA  15126-9774

e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

• MARCH 5 ......Bar bingo in the SNPJ Lodge 106 
Clubroom. Early bird games start at 6:30 
p.m., the first regular games at 7. The 
Lodge 106 Kitchen will be open. Contact 
SNPJ Lodge 106 at (724) 695-1411 or 
e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• MARCH 7 ......Center Stage band in the SNPJ 
Lodge 106 Clubroom, 8 to 11 p.m. Con-
tact SNPJ Lodge 106 at 724-695-1411 
or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• MARCH 15 ....Jam session at the Slovene Hall, 
Fontana, Calif., 2 to 6 p.m. Musicians 
invited to participate. For additional 
information contact Frank Rote at (909) 
987-8714.

• MARCH 15 ....Euchre tournament in the SNPJ 
Lodge 106 Clubroom starting at 2 p.m. 
The kitchen will be open. Contact SNPJ 
Lodge 106 at (724) 695-1411 or e-mail 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• MARCH 19 ....Bar bingo in the SNPJ Lodge 106 
Clubroom. Early bird games start at 6:30 
p.m., the first regular games at 7. The 
Lodge 106 Kitchen will be open. Contact 
SNPJ Lodge 106 at (724) 695-1411 or 
e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• MARCH 21-22 ... SASC In-House Bowling 
Tournament at the Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 
Bowling Center. Entry forms available 
in the Clubroom, or call (412) 221-9862 
to register.

• MARCH 29....Euchre tournament in the SNPJ 
Lodge 106 Clubroom starting at 2 p.m. 
The kitchen will be open. Contact SNPJ 
Lodge 106 at (724) 695-1411 or e-mail 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• APRIL 2 ........Bar bingo in the SNPJ Lodge 106 
Clubroom. Early bird games start at 6:30 
p.m., the first regular games at 7. The 
Lodge 106 Kitchen will be open. Contact 
SNPJ Lodge 106 at (724) 695-1411 or 
e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• APRIL 4 ........Couples Nite Out in the SNPJ 
Lodge 6 Sunshine Room, Sygan, Pa., 
featuring live music by the Mansfield 5 
after the drawings. Tickets are required 
for admittance. For tickets or information 
contact Jojo Braun at (412) 512-5690.

• APRIL 16 ......Bar bingo in the SNPJ Lodge 106 
Clubroom. Early bird games start at 6:30 
p.m., the first regular games at 7. The 
Lodge 106 Kitchen will be open. Contact 
SNPJ Lodge 106 at (724) 695-1411 or 
e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• APRIL 26 ......SNPJ Lodge 745 Wine Tasting and 
Luncheon starting at 1 p.m. at Pescatore 
Vineyard and Winery, 7055 Ridge Rd., 
Newcastle, Calif., www.pescatorewines.
com. For additional information contact 
John Mlakar at (916) 804-2175 or Joe 
Mlakar at (916) 380-7722.

• MAY 2-3 ....SNPJ National Bowling Tournament 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. For additional informa-
tion contact Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144 
or e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

• MAY 3 .......SNPJ Lodge 643 dance at Rolling 
Mills Lounge (formerly Kuzman’s), 1025 
S. State St. in Girard, Ohio. Music by the 
Frank Stanger Band from 3 to 7 p.m. For 
more information contact Ray Kovac at 
(330) 824-2154.

• MAY 23 .....CAL Don Gorjup Golf Open at Roll-
ing Green Golf Club, Huntsburg, Ohio. 
For details contact Rick Gorjup at (440) 
354-5001.

• MAY 24 .....Brew, Bean & Craft Festival at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of 
SNPJ, Pa. For details contact the Recre-
ation Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732.

• MAY 25 .....Chicago District Federation 86th an-
nual Memorial Day services starting at 11 
a.m. in the SNPJ Section of Woodlawn 
Cemetery, Forest Park, Ill. Join us for the 
short program and lunch afterward. For 
more information contact Tina Rigler at 
(708) 257-8312.

• JUNE 19-21 ...SNPJ Young Adult Conference at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. For registration and event 
details contact Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144 or   
e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

• JUNE 21 .......Cleveland Athletic League (CAL) 
picnic at the SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio. 
Entertainment by Ron Likovic & The 
Boys. For more information contact Linda 
Gorjup at (216) 650-1279.

• JULY 10-12 ...The 39th Slovenefest and the 64th 
Miss SNPJ Pageant at the SNPJ Recre-
ation Center. For additional information 
phone the Recreation Center toll-free at 
1-877-767-5732.

• JULY 19 ........Loyalites Lodge 158 “Roaring ’20s” 
picnic at the SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio. 
The gates open at 1 p.m.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

The Cadez brothers, JIM [left] and RON 
“Buzzard” (138), made Slovenian klobase from 
an old family recipe.

EMMA [left] and HENRIETTA SNYDER (776) 
prepared a batch of sausage and sauerkraut for 
their Christmas dinner.

JIMMY GREEN and his mother, Katie Mavrich 
Green (138), worked hard to master the family’s 
potica recipe.

by DAWN WILLIAMS-ZABICKI (41)
SNPJ Heritage Center Committee

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — This year, the SNPJ 
Slovenian Heritage Center is hosting a “Celebrate 
Our Slovenian Heritage” event. We want to hear 
(and see!) from you how you are passing down Slo-
venian traditions and sharing our heritage. We have 
received such great entries so far for the contest!

The Cadez brothers, members of Lodge 138 in 
Strabane, Pa., made Slovenian smoked klobase, 
just like their father and grandfather used to make. 

Henrietta Snyder and her granddaughter, Emma 
Snyder, members of Lodge 776 in the Borough of 
SNPJ, Pa., prepared sausage and sauerkraut for 
Christmas dinner. And Lodge 138 members Katie 
Mavrich Green and her 6-year-old son, Jimmy, 
have finally mastered the family potica recipe. 
Check out the SNPJ Heritage Center Facebook 
@SNPJHeritageCenter to see their full stories.  

We love seeing what our Slovenian friends and 
families are doing across the country to pass on 
Slovenian traditions. Join in the fun and submit 

your entry today.
Download the entry form from the Heritage 

Center website, www.snpjheritage.org, or request 
a form from the SNPJ Heritage Center Committee 
by e-mailing SNPJHeritageCenter@gmail.com. 
Describe your Slovenian tradition in 100 words or 
less, attach a photo of the tradition or activity, then 
send your entry to us at the above e-mail address. 

All entries will be displayed in the SNPJ Heritage 
Center during the spring and summer. Prizes for the 
best entries will be awarded at Slovenefest in July.

Members share how they Celebrate Our Slovenian Heritage

The SNPJ Heritage Center: Celebrating Our Slovenian Heritage

by KATHLEEN SEIFERT
Lodge 643 Secretary

GIRARD, Ohio — The stage was set 
for the annual Golden Eagles Lodge 643 
Christmas party and awards presentation 
at Amen Corner on Dec. 14, 2019. The 
partygoers were very festive, and mem-
bers and friends enjoyed an evening filled 
with delicious food and fun events that 
will be remembered for years to come. 

Friends reminisced about the good 
old days, met new acquaintances, and 
shared common experiences from their 
years as members of SNPJ and Lodge 
643. What a diverse and interesting group 
of members!

Not to be forgotten, the Youth Circle 
7 Christmas party was held earlier that 
day at Amen Corner. Santa Claus (aka 
Kurt Seifert) appeared to the delight of 
our children, and everybody had fun.

A special thank you to Kathy Nail, 
Kathleen Seifert, Joan Twaddle and 
Circle co-Directors Kurt Seifert and 
Kandace Kocjan-Franklin who orga-
nized the event and are to be congratu-
lated for making this party a success. 
Thank you as well to Jack Twaddle for 
the super Christmas music played dur-
ing both festivities. Jack has an ear for 
good music, and his sound system added 
to the holiday season. As always, thank 

you, Jack. 
Please remember that our next general 

membership meeting will be held March 
19 starting at 6:30 p.m. at Amen Corner in 
Girard. Lodge 643 members, join us for 
our upcoming meetings: April 16, May 
21, June 18, Aug. 20, Sept. 17, Oct. 15 
and Nov. 19, all starting at 6:30 p.m. at 
Amen Corner. Enjoy pizza and dessert 
after the meeting.

As a reminder to all Lodge 643 and 
Youth Circle 7 members, the Easter party 
will be held Saturday, April 4, beginning 
at 1 p.m. in the party room at Amen 
Corner Grill and Sports Bar. The Easter 
Bunny will be in attendance, ushering 
in the Easter festivities, and we have a 
delicious menu planned. The party is 
free for Youth Circle 7 members. Please 
RSVP by March 30 to Kurt Seifert at 
(330) 259-1601.

Save the date of Sunday, May 3, for 
the Golden Eagles annual polka dance 
featuring the Frank Stanger Hall of Fame 
Band at the Rolling Mills Lounge (for-
merly Kuzman’s Lounge). More details 
will follow.

The weather is supposed to improve, 
so here’s hoping that we here in Ohio and 
Pennsylvania will soon enjoy the sights of 
green grass and budding plants, as well 
as experience the scent of spring flowers.

Easter festivities in the works 
for Lodge 643, Youth Circle 7

by CINDY GRISWOLD (603)
Youth Circle 57 Director

SAMSULA, Fla. — Youth Circle 
57 members were very busy 
throughout the year holding many 
fund-raisers, with the Circle craft 
show, held Dec. 7, as their final 
fund-raiser for the year.  

During the craft show, Circle 
members sold items they had 
made to help with the cost of 
gifts for children who were in the 

hospital and could not be home 
for Christmas.  

The Circle concluded 2019 
with a Christmas program on 
Dec. 21. The members per-
formed a short play which was 
followed by a visit from Santa. 
The evening wouldn’t have been 
complete without the traditional 
reading of “Twas the Night Be-
fore Christmas” by our Youth 
Circle nanny, Heather Fisher.

Samsula Youth Circle 57 
shares their holiday spirit

In December, the members of Youth Circle 57 in Samsula, Fla., 
held a craft show, the proceeds from which were donated to help 
purchase Christmas gifts for hospitalized children.
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DAVID C. ELY, CPIA 
SNPJ Sales Director

SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
Your loyalty with SNPJ is now being rewarded! 

Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
and open your new SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

* No fees attached to either Loyalty Annuity
* Rates not guaranteed after the first year

* 2.0% guaranteed minimum
* IRAs/Roth IRA /non-qualified eligible

Loyalty 8 Annuity
8-year surrender period

4.0% first-year guarantee rate 
for conversions of existing 

SNPJ annuities
3.75% first-year guarantee rate

for new money
3.0% in years two through eight

2.75% in year nine and after

Loyalty 5 Annuity
5-year surrender period

3.5% first-year guarantee rate 
for conversions of existing 

SNPJ annuities
3.25% first-year guarantee rate

for new money
2.75% in year two and after

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

Slovenia urges an EU 
review of honey labeling
BRUSSELS, Belgium (STA) — In late 
January, Slovenia and Portugal urged 
the European Commission to intro duce 
a clear system for labeling the origin of 
honey to give consumers more compre-
hensive and reliable infor mation.

“With the support of like-minded 
countries, Slovenia proposed chang-
ing the directive on honey labeling at 
a session of the Agriculture and Fish-
eries Council held in Brussels, which 
was attended by State Secretary Jože 
Podgoršek,” the Slovenian Agriculture, 
Forestry and Food Ministry announced 
in a press release.

The current directive allows three 
labels for honey blends that contain 
honey from more than one EU member 
state or from a third country: a blend of 
EU honeys, a blend of non-EU honeys, 
and a blend of EU and non-EU hon eys. 
Slovenia argues that this labeling system 
does not provide unequivocal, reliable 
and comprehensive infor mation about 
the origin of the honey blends.

Slovenia is a major advocate of pol-
linators and its cottage honey industry, 
and in December 2017 the United Na-
tions declared May 20 World Bee Day 
at Slovenia’s initiative.

Slovenia celebrates 100
years of nature protection
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Slovenia is 
considered one of the greenest countries 
in Europe, and at least to a certain extent 
this is thanks to the foresight of a small 
group of scholars who issued the first 
demand for a systemic protection of 
nature a century ago.

In a memo written on Jan. 20, 1920, 
thirteen scholars of the Museum Soci-
ety’s Department for the Protection of 
Nature petitioned the provincial gov-
ernment to follow the lead of “cultured 
countries” and form nature reserves to 
“guard against allegations of lack of 
culture and ignorance of the importance 
of protecting nature.”

The demands were simple: to establish 
natural reserves across several typical 
habitats, to prohibit the destruc tion of 
rare animal and plant species, to include 
underground caves under national pro-
tection, and to raise awareness among 
the public of the importance of protect-
ing nature.

“These demands are timeless, and 
they remain timely to this day,” Janez 
Kastelic, the director of the Ljubljansko 
Barje Landscape Park, told the press. 
Kastelic said the assignment had been 
conducted successfully over the past 
century, leaving present-day scholars to 
focus on educating the people.

At present, almost 57 percent of Slo-
venian territory is under various degrees 
of protection. One national park, three 
regional parks, 49 landscape parks, 56 
natural reserves and more than a thou-
sand natural monuments to gether cover 
13 percent of Slovenian territory, ac-
cording to Environment Ministry data.

Janez Vidic, who is in charge of nature 
protection at the Environment Ministry, 
said the main value of the cen tury-old 
document was that the scholars insisted 
nature as a whole required protection, 
not just individual parts.

Auto parts maker signs 
new deal with BMW
LJUBLJANA (STA) — In early Febru-
ary, Slovenian automotive parts maker 
Hidria announced that it had devel oped 
innovative aluminium steering wheel 
system casings for next-generation 
hybrid and electric BMW cars, and was 
awarded a EUR 30 million ($33.2 mil-
lion) contract with BMW that will run 
until 2030.

The casing is a part of a system al-
lowing automatic vertical steering wheel 
adjustments for individual drivers. Ve-
hicles with this system will be available 
on the European market in three years, 
Hidria representatives announced in a 
press release.

This deal, along with contracts for 
manufacturing key components of elec-
tric motors signed late last year total ing 
more than EUR 300 million ($332 mil-
lion), will allow Hidria to develop and 
strengthen its position on global markets, 
the company indicated.

The press release added that the com-
pany intends to invest more than EUR 
50 million ($55.3 million) in inno vation 
in the coming years, and more than EUR 
100 million ($110.7 million) in high-tech 
production systems.

Online banking taking 
its toll on bank branches
LJUBLJANA (STA) — The number of 
bank branches in Slovenia has been on 
the decline in recent years as increased 
use of online banking has reduced the 
demand for branch services. Branch 
numbers dropped almost 20 percent from 
2013-2018, and the number of bank em-
ployees has decreased some 15 percent 
through out the period as well.

At the end of 2013, Slovenia boasted 
more than 600 bank branches; in late 
2018 there were fewer than 500 branches 
remaining. The number of ATMs is also 
declining. ATM totals dropped nine 
percent from 2015-2019.

Meanwhile, the number of online 
banking users is on the rise. More than 
a million online banking users were 
recorded in the third quarter of 2019, 
an 11 percent increase compared to late 
2015. The surge in the number of mobile 
banking users is even more pronounced 
– some 750,000 users were recorded in 
2019, a 260 percent increase.

Slovenian banks have been paring 
down their workforce as well. The 
downward trend in the number of bank 
employees is the result of online and 
mobile banking, as well as a restruc-
turing of privatized banks following a 
gov ernment bailout. At the end of 2018, 
some 9,200 persons were employed in 
the banking industry, which is nearly 24 
percent fewer compared to the pre-crisis 
period in 2008.

Slovenian Alps inhabited 
some 2,500 years ago
BOHINJ (STA) — Archaeologists have 
unearthed new evidence that indicates 
the Slovenian Alps were inhabited more 
than 2,500 years ago. It is believed that 
Iron Age people were breeding cattle and 
mining iron ore in the area.

The findings were made last year dur-
ing excavations at the Bošinka Plateau 
in the Triglav mountain range, which 
turned up the foundations of a hut and a 
number of tiny objects such as shards of 
pottery and clothing fasteners.

“The site was discovered in 2005 
when experts found a bronze Roman 
cowbell, indicating that even in Ro-
man times people were already grazing 
cattle 1,750 meters (5,750 feet) above 
sea level,” according to archaeologist 
Mija Ogrin of the ArheoAlpe Cultural 
Association.

The Archaeology Institute analyzed a 
charcoal sample from the initial findings, 
dating it to the early Iron Age – likely be-
tween 2,500 and 2,700 years ago. Nearby 
Lake Bohinj and its surrounding area was 
a vibrant mining and farming center in 
that era, as indicated by numerous find-
ings which show continuous settlement.

It is thus fair to assume that Mt. 
Triglav, Slovenia’s highest peak, had 
been scaled well before 1778, the year 
of the first documented ascent. “People 
used to walk for an hour or two, or even 
five, including over mountain passes,” 
Ogrin said. Janez Bizjak, who has done 
pioneering archaeological research in the 
Slovenian Alps, agreed, saying that the 
mountainous region had been inhabited 
as early as 3,000 years ago.

Prior to these groundbreaking exca-
vations, the area hadn’t been properly 
explored and it was believed that it wasn’t 
inhabited before the 14th century.

Ljubljana Castle growing
in popularity with tourists
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Some 1.34 
million tourists visited Ljubljana Castle, 
one of the most popular Slo venian sites, 
in 2019, during which the castle area of-
fered more than 600 events. Among the 
visitors recorded on the basis of tickets 
sold, nearly 76 percent came from abroad.

The castle funicular transported 
more than 590,000 visitors from the 
city to the castle last year, a 9.5 percent 
increase over 2018 figures. A milestone 
was reached on April 5 when the four 
millionth visitor was transported to the 
castle since the funicular began operating 
at the end of 2006.

The castle café and the gallery were 
renovated in 2019, and a new perma-
nent exhibition on castle weapons was 
launched. A new wine cellar opened, 
and wine from the castle vineyard was 
bottled for the first time last year. Escape 

Castle, an adventure game modeled on 
an escape room experience, was enjoyed 
by almost 6,200 visitors.

This year, Ljubljana Castle plans to 
offer a new tourist product as a prelude 
to Slovenia be coming a European Region 
of Gastronomy in 2021.

A resort complex among 
the Brda vineyards?
GORIškA BRDA (STA) — A proj-
ect to build a spa resort complex in the 
heart of Brda, the famous wine region 
in western Slovenia, received fresh 
impetus when an investment agreement 
was signed in early January between the 
Brda authorities and an Italian investor. 
Construction is expected to launch in 
the near future.

While the architectural design for the 
project, which the Brda municipality has 
been trying to bring to life for nearly two 
decades, has been complete for some 
time, potential investors were quick to 
change their minds when they were faced 
with what appeared to be insurmountable 
red tape involved in the zoning process.

The rezoning has now been complet-
ed, and the local community has found a 
new project partner. According to Brda 
Mayor Franc Mužič, the municipality 
has yet to acquire the land for the six-
hectare (14.8-acre) complex from private 
owners, but the transactions have already 
been agreed upon. The EUR 50 million 
($55.6 million) complex is expected to 
boost tourism and create new jobs.

The complex, featuring a 45-meter 
(148-foot) high glass and steel tower and 
terrace design, will take advantage of the 
stunning landscape, boasting 360-degree 
panoramic views over the rolling hills of 
Brda. Using materials such as brick, the 
design is a nod to the local building tradi-
tion, and its green areas are expected to 
complement the surrounding vineyards.

A new brand name 
for Štajerska tourism
MARIBOR (STA) — Slovenia’s eastern 
region, Štajerska, hasn’t typically been 
among the most popu lar destinations for 
tourists. But things have been changing 
over the last few years, and another step 
to mak ing the region more attractive to 
tourists was made in mid-January when 
more than 70 providers joined forces to 
launch a new tourism brand, “Flavors 
of Styria.”

Flavors of Styria, accessible online 
at www.flavorsofstyria.com, offers a 
variety of products, packages and experi-
ences covering the entire region that are 
potentially of interest to tourists, from 
adventure activities to culinary packages, 
active holidays and hiking tours. Most 
products combine multiple providers.

“Štajerska isn’t suitable for mass 
tourism, but it has highly developed 
rural tourism, wineries, ecological tour-
ism, excellent local food and drink, and 
hospitality,” said project leader Patricija 
Jankovič. To date, there have been few 
integrated [tourism] packages in the 
region, merely individual products. 
“The idea was to turn com petitors into 
collaborators,” Jankovič said.

NBA star Dončić now 
a tourism ambassador
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Slovenian 
NBA all-star Luka Dončić became an 
ambassador of Slovenian tourism in 
mid-January, which means he will now 
promote Slovenia’s unique attractions 
and investment opportunities.

The 20-year-old Dončić, currently in 
his second NBA season, will promote his 
native Slovenia on social media by shar-
ing photos, videos, links and information.

A business promotion project between 
Slovenia and the Dallas Mavericks has 
been launched as a result of Dončić’s 
extraordinary NBA play and his rising 
popularity. The project aims to raise 
awareness about Slovenia and its national 
tourism brand, “I feel Slovenia.”

In addition to the Dallas Mavericks 
and the Slovenian Tourism Board (STO), 
project partners include the Gov ernment 
Communication Office (UKOM), the 
SPIRIT business and tourism promotion 
agency, and Ljubljana Tourism.

Slovenia’s tourism industry will be 
promoted at a minimum of 20 Mavericks 
home games, 10 games this season and 
another 10 played during the 2020-2021 
season.
The articles comprising this feature have been 
reprinted with permission from the Slovenian 
Press Agency (STA).

L ife insurance is a multipurpose solution. It’s used 
to offset expenses at the passing of a loved one, 
and today many are leveraging the power of life 

insurance to counteract some key tax planning and estate 
transfer needs.

Many retirees have established a nest egg large enough 
to create a legacy for their children, grandchildren and even 
their favorite charities, leaving them to wonder how best 
to leverage their qualified retirement plans.

If an IRA owner seeks to protect loved ones and maximize 
wealth transfer, they can utilize life insurance to minimize 
the tax burden that inheriting an IRA may impose on a 
beneficiary. The following strategy may help maximize 
the after-tax value of an IRA or eliminate taxes paid on 
an IRA inheritance.

In this scenario, an individual uses IRA required mini-
mum distributions (RMDs) to help pay for a life insurance 
policy that is equal to income tax due on the IRA from the 
beneficiary at the time of inheritance. Life insurance death 
benefits are generally income tax-free, although they may 
be taxable in part or whole under certain situations – so the 
beneficiary can use the funds to pay the taxes due on the 
IRA inheritance. The beneficiary then owns the IRA funds 
and, having paid the income tax on them, may proceed 
as they wish with the full amount without penalty taxes or 
required distributions.

It’s good to know details that may factor into potential 
solutions and to understand the powerful potential for life 
insurance strategies that can help mitigate income or estate 
taxation, facilitate efficient wealth transfer, and impart a 
larger legacy to loved ones or a beloved charity. Innova-
tive solutions are at the ready through the strategic use 
of life insurance – it’s not just for final expenses anymore!

For any additional information, including premium 
quotes, or if you have questions about life insurance 
products in general, give us a call at the 
SNPJ Home Office: David Ely, National 
Sales Director, (724) 695-1100 ext. 126; or 
Gina Wise, Marketing Assistant, ext. 124

*This article does not intend to give tax, 
accounting or legal advice. 

Work life insurance 
into your IRA plans
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PROSVETA Crossword
The Beatles (#0320) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. Patsy, e.g.
6. Olden-day aerosol 
 can propellant, acr.
9. Between generations
13. Reduction/oxidation
 portmanteau
14. ____ Tsu
15. Page or Grable
16. Out in the open
17. Legal org.
18. Often-missed humor
19. *“Nowhere man, the 
 world is at your ____”
21. *“...love was such 
 an easy game ____ ____”
23. *“____ time at all, all you 
 gotta do is call...”
24. *One more than The Beatles
25. 2019, Year of the ____
28. Shell and its contents
30. Showing on TV
35. Mars, to the Greeks
37. “On a ____” or carefree
39. Rock bottom
40. Asian weight unit
41. Gladiator venue
43. Site of Leaning Tower
44. Zero calorie sweetener
46. Arab ruler
47. Zac Brown Band’s 2008 hit
48. Tight-____
50. H or O in H2O, e.g.

52. ____ the season!
53. Word type
55. Booking photograph
57. *“...take a sad song 
 and make it ____”
60. *“...____, it’s been a 
 long cold lonely winter”
64. 2 halves of a diameter
65. Sis’ sibling
67. Sign of a saint, pl.
68. Financial backer
69. Summer mo.
70. *“..., but you can ____ 
 how to play the game”
71. Pressure inducer
72. Born, in society pages
73. Synchronizes, for short
DOWN
1. Gator’s cousin
2. To the left, prefix
3. Footnote word
4. Norman Bates’ Mother
5. Opposite of extinct
6. Decked out
7. *Like The Four
8. Raccoon’s South American cousin
9. *“...listen to my story all about
 the ____ who came to stay?”
10. Dwarf buffalo
11. Small and weak
12. Stratego piece S
15. Deliver via Keystone
20. Spiral-horned African antelope

22. Spermatozoa counterpart
24. Supervisor
25. *“Yesterday” star
26. Baghdad resident
27. “Faster!” to a horse
29. *“...and if she’s beside me
 I know I need never ____”
31. Wholly engrossed
32. “The ____,”
 Dostoyevsky’s novel
33. One born to 
 Japanese immigrants
34.*“Jojo left his home in Tucson,
 Arizona for some California ____”
36. Dueler’s blow
38. Opposite of purl
42. Something in the air
45. Dal seed
49. Anonymous John
51. Street artist’s masterpiece
54. City-like
56. Sticky
57. Misery cause
58. U2 guitarist
59. Wedding cake part
60. Venetian magistrate
61. A Flock of Seagulls’ 1982 hit
62. Narcotics agent
63. Singular of gentes
64. Drake’s genre
66. Parisian way
The solution to puzzle #0320 will 
run in the April 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media

by KEVIN RICHARDS
Lodge 106

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Greetings from 
SNPJ Lodge 106! We play bar bingo 
on the first and third Thursdays of the 
month. Special early bird games start 
at 6:30 p.m., the first regular games 
start at 7, and we will play until around 
9 p.m. The SNPJ Lodge 106 Kitchen 
is open during bar bingo.

Stop by the club on the first Tues-
day of each month to see bartender 
Shari and enjoy an evening of free 

jukebox.
The next euchre tournament is 

scheduled Sunday, March 15, starting 
at 2 p.m. The entry fee is $10, and a 
buffet meal will be available for pur-
chase. Euchre tournaments continue 
every other Sunday.

The SNPJ Lodge 106 Kitchen will 
be serving the best fish dinners around 
every Friday during Lent.

For the first time, Lodge 106 will 
welcome the Center Stage group 
to our clubroom stage on Saturday, 

March 7, from 8 to 11 p.m. There is 
no cover charge for this performance, 
and the SNPJ Lodge 106 Kitchen will 
be offering a full menu for purchase.

A jitterbug dance is scheduled in 
the Imperial Room at SNPJ Lodge 
106 on Sunday, March 22, from 2 to 
6 p.m. General admission is $8, $5 for 
Jitterbug members. The SNPJ Lodge 
106 Kitchen will be open. 

The children’s Easter egg hunt is 
planned for Sunday, April 5, from 
1 to 3 p.m. in the Imperial Room at 

SNPJ Lodge 106. 
A group of golfers from Lodge 106 

has been getting together to play a 
round on Good Friday for many years. 
This year we’ll be golfing at Black 
Hawk Golf Course on Friday, April 
10. Stop by the clubroom for details 
on how to join this group.

Do you know somebody who is 
getting married in the not-too-distant 
future? Do you have a family or class 
reunion coming up? Is your business 
looking for a location to host a sales 

or management luncheon? You should 
consider The Imperial Room at SNPJ 
Lodge 106 as the site for your next 
big event. Contact Event Coordinator 
Shelly Botwright at (412) 498-3557 for 
available dates. 

Keep track of all the activities that 
we have going on at SNPJ Lodge 106 
by visiting the “Upcoming Events” 
page on our website, www.snpjimperi-
alpa.com. Check out SNPJ Lodge 106 
and the Imperial Room at SNPJ Lodge 
106 on Facebook and “Like” us.

Imperial Lodge 106 readies for the holiday with children’s Easter egg hunt

by EVELYN DIMPFL
Lodge 749 Secretary

JOHNSTOWN, Pa. — As I 
write this article it’s already 
February of 2020, making me 
wonder where the time goes, 
and how quickly too!

At any rate, our Lodge held 
its annual meeting in Decem-
ber, and after all regular busi-
ness was concluded, election 
of officers took place. Once 
again, all current officers 
were retained: President Jo-
seph Vasilko, Vice President 
James Vasilko, Secretary/
Recording Secretary Evelyn 
Dimpf l, Treasurer Judith 
Edsall, and auditors Beatrice 
Edwards and Julie Wagner.

I would like to note that 
in 1963, Joe Vasilko was first 
elected as Lodge president, 
and I as recording secretary, 
so we are now serving in our 
57th year as officers of Lodge 

749. I would imagine that is a 
record of sorts.

Congratulations to J.J. and 
Sarah Vasilko on the birth of 
their daughter in December 
2019. She is the granddaughter 
of Jim and Cathy Vasilko, as 
well as Ann Michele Brodt, 
all SNPJ members, and the 
great-granddaughter of Joe 
and Joanne Vasilko. And she 
makes me a great-great-aunt. 
Hopefully she will soon be-
come an SNPJ member.

That was the good news. 
Now I reluctantly report the 
sad news. Member Dennis L. 
Setinsek of Roanoke, Texas, 
died on Sept. 15, 2015; my 
condolences to his family. 
Lillian Leddy passed away on 
June 29, 2019, and to her fam-
ily I extend sympathies from 
the Lodge. Then, on July 22, 
2019, member Nancy L. Vet-
tori passed away, and while I 

didn’t know her personally, 
her loss is felt.

Sadly, I also report the 
death of Rose Poyer, who died 
on Nov. 17, 2019, at the age of 
95. Rose lived in the Lorain 
Borough area of Johnstown 
for many years, and I knew 
her and her husband from 
Slovenian Hall events. I had 
just met her two daughters, 
Karen Mercer and Rosemarie 
Lebert, both of Virginia, at the 
Conemaugh Valley Federa-
tion dinner three weeks prior 
to her death. Please accept 
my personal sympathies on 
your loss.

Last, but certainly not 
least, member Julia Prociak 
died on Jan. 9, 2020, at the age 
of 94. Julie was an excellent 
bowler who participated – and 
did very well – in many SNPJ 
bowling tournaments over 
the years.  She is survived by 

many nieces, nephews and 
very good friends. Deepest 
sympathies to all on your loss.

I would certainly much 
prefer writing about good 
things, and one of the bright 
spots was receiving a Christ-
mas greeting from Grace 
Doerk, former SNPJ National 
Secretary and longtime em-
ployee at the SNPJ Home 
Office in Burr Ridge, Ill. 
Grace is currently residing 
in a personal care home in 
Illinois and spent some time 
in the hospital last year. I do 
wish her well.

That’s about it for now. But 
just as a reminder to you all, it 
is so important to make sure 
that all of your life insurance 
policies and other financial 
affairs are updated and cur-
rent regarding beneficiary 
designations. Put that on your 
list of New Year’s resolutions.

Lodge 749 re-elects officers to serve in 2020
Photo submitted by Bro. Anthony Snyder (776)

Rubbing Shoulders with a Polka Celeb
After a performance in Ohio, polka star Mollie Busta, host 
of the Mollie B Polka Party on RFD-TV, posed for a photo 
with members EDWARD SNYDER (776) [left] and PHIL 
BERKHEIMER (158). Mollie B tours across America and 
around the world with her band, Squeezebox.

by SHARON UJCICH (665)
Federation Secretary

PITTSBURGH —  The 
“March” is on as we dribble 
into the new month looking 
forward to a change in seasons.   
That word “spring” sure sounds 
good!

Though we’re ready to 
spring forward, we’re catch-
ing up on the annual meeting 
of the Slovene Federation that 
took place in January. The 
attendance was great! It was 
nice to see such a good turnout 

and constructive conversation 
by those attending. Thanks 
to all!

This year the Federation 
will be led by President Chris-
tine Petukauskas, Vice Presi-
dent Cheryl Vogrig, Secretary 
Sharon Ujcich, Recording 
Secretary Judy Krivacek, Trea-
surer Ken Vogrig, and auditors 
Bob Pintar, Amy Moore and 
Jerome Petukauskas.

We send a note of thanks to 
retiring president Don Progar 
for his years of service. Best 

wishes for health, happiness 
and contentment, Don!

At the meeting, the del-
egation voted to match the 
Society’s annual gift for youth 
members who attended their 
Lodge or Youth Circle Christ-
mas party. Member Lodges 
and Circles will receive the 
matching gifts in April.

In the coming months, look 
for news about a Federation 
event to benefit a local charity. 
We had a good discussion about 
sponsoring such an event later 

in the year.
Save the date for the next 

Slovene Federation meeting, 
scheduled Sunday, April 26, 
at the SNPJ Lodge 106 Hall 
in Imperial, Pa. The meeting 
time is 3 p.m.; participating 
Lodges will receive meeting 
notices. We hope to see another 
good turnout.

Think “spring” and stay 
healthy through these last days 
of winter.  We’ll be in touch on 
these pages of PROSVETA. 
Kmalu se vidimo! 

W. Pa. Fed discusses future benefit at Jan. meeting

Official Proceedings
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
Dec. 10, 2019
The meeting was called to order at 10 a.m. by President 
Evanish with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
The minutes from the Nov. 19, 2019, meeting were read 
and approved.
Discussed the updates to the various SNPJ websites that 
will be occurring in the next several weeks.
Discussed the new sales guide; distribution and printing of 
the sales guide.
Reported that the National Board, via e-mail vote, approved 
allowing the Executive Committee the authority to lease the 
Society’s undeveloped property of approximately 345 acres at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center for a solar farm that will provide 
good revenue to the Society.
Reported that the National Board, via e-mail vote, approved the 
expansion of sites at the trailer court of the SNPJ Recreation 
Center at a cost not to exceed $125,000.
Reported that we have retained the services of Sierra Experts 
for managed services with our IT systems and software 
programs.
Reported some significant donations received from SNPJ 
Lodge 53 to the Society for the following: $40,000 to the 
SNPJ Scholarship Fund, $5,000 to the Heritage Center, and 
$5,000 to the SNPJ for the Cabin Renovation Fund at the 
Recreation Center.
Approved a donation in the amount of $500 to the Slovene 
Radio Program under the American-Slovenes of Western 
Pennsylvania.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:45 p.m.
JOSEPH C. EVANISH
National President/CEO

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO

by PETER KUCAN
Lodge 776

ELLWOOD CITY, Pa. — 
The Tamburitzans (the former 
Duquesne University Tambu-
ritzans) will perform their new 
production, “Symbols – Ex-
pressions of Culture,” Sunday, 
March 29, at the Lincoln Jr./Sr. 
High School, 501 Crescent Ave. 
in Ellwood City, starting at 3 
p.m. The concert is sponsored 

by the Rotary Club of Ellwood 
City Scholarship Fund.

Now in their 83rd season, 
the Tamburitzans will take 
the audience on a whirlwind 
tour of Croatia, Georgia, the 
Nordic nations, Russia, Serbia, 
Poland, Ireland and Bulgaria. 
A blend of colorful costumes, 
precise footwork and youth-
ful energy has long been the 
trademark of Tamburitzans 

performances. 
This concert marks the 

fifth time the Rotary Club of 
Ellwood City has sponsored 
the Tamburitzans. It will also 
mark the fifth and final “home 
show” for SNPJ Lodge 776 
member Alena Kucan who will 
end her Tamburitzans career at 
the close of the group’s perfor-
mance season this June.

Tickets may be purchased 

online at www.talentshadows.
events for $25 adult advanced 
reserved, while tickets at the 
door on the day of the perfor-
mance will be $30. Student 
tickets are $15. Face-to-face 
ticket sales will be conducted at 
the Ellwood City Library, 415 
Lawrence Ave., on Saturday, 
March 14, and Friday, March 
20, from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
each day.

Tamburitzans set March Ellwood City performance
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SNPJ offers Roth IRAs in addition 
to our regular IRAs and annuities 

to help build a safe financial future 
for you and your family. We’ve 

helped build secure futures for our 
members for more than a century. 
Phone the SNPJ Home Office at

1-800-843-7675 
and we’ll be happy to help you too.

money... and it’s up to you whether 
you pay now or pay later.

Uncle Sam wants your

We value you as a member of the Slovene National 
Benefit Society and we take your personal privacy 

seriously. We will inform you of our policies for collecting, 
using, securing and sharing non-public personal informa-
tion the first time we do business and every year that you 
are an SNPJ member.

You have provided SNPJ with certain non-public per-
sonal information, such as your name, age, residence, 
marital status and social security number. When you 
applied for life insurance you may have also provided us 
with employment and medical information and authorized 
us to obtain further information concerning your health 
history, mode of living, avocations and other personal 
characteristics. Based on this authorization, only the 
minimum amount of information necessary to underwrite 
your application has been collected. We may obtain other 
information from your transactions with us, such as your 
payment history and claim documentation.

We maintain the highest level of confidentiality con-
cerning your non-public personal information. The em-
ployees at the SNPJ Home Office have been trained in 
the careful handling and protection of such information. 
Oversight of these matters is rigorous, and our employ-
ees understand that improper disclosure of non-public 
personal information is a serious matter with severe 
consequences.

We are a fraternal benefit society which has always 
been committed to protecting the privacy of our members. 
There are no affiliated financial institutions or third-party 
non-affiliates that have access to your non-public personal 
information, except pursuant to your written authorization. 
We never sell lists of our members’ names and addresses 
to any goods or services vendor.

Access to your records is limited to those Home Of-
fice employees who are working with your file. Should 
we be required to disclose information in connection 
with civil or criminal litigation we must comply; however, 
such instances are very rare. Our policy of protecting the 
security of non-public personal information also extends 
to potential insureds and former insureds who no longer 
maintain coverage with us.

Slovene National Benefit Society 

Privacy Policy

ANNOUNCE IT

A 90th birthday party
for Lodge 584 member
MILWAUkEE — Sis. Mildred “Millie” Kaczmaryn’s 
home in Waukegan, Ill., was transformed into party head-
quarters for the celebration of her 90th birthday on Jan. 5.  
The milestone event was powered by polka music, food, 
games, love and laughter, and was attended by her two 
daughters, sons-in-law and four grandchildren. 

Millie is a 72-year member of Badger Lodge 584 in 
Milwaukee. She is the fourth and youngest child of the 
late Matthew and Frances (Plestenjak) Gregorin, both of 
whom immigrated from Slovenia.

Millie enjoyed an early career with Abbott in North 
Chicago, followed by marriage to Raymond Kaczmaryn and 
the start of her family. She later worked for the Waukegan 
School District at an elementary school near her home. Mil-
lie has always enjoyed volunteering at her church, reading, 
puzzles, crafts, and gardening. Na zdravje!

Sis. MILDRED “Millie” KACzMARYN (584) celebrated 
her 90th birthday with family at her home in Waukegan, 
Ill., in January.

by JOE VALENCIC (5)
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame

EUCLID, Ohio — Join the 
squeezebox celebration at 
the 38th annual Super Button 
Box Bash on Sunday, April 
5. Dance to the sounds of 60 
accordionists on two stages, 
plus jam sessions all day, at 
the Slovenian Society Home in 
Euclid from noon until 9 p.m.

Enjoy the grandest festival 
of button accordion music in 
North America. Bring your 
own box and play along. 
Indulge in nationality treats, 
such as smoked Slovenian 
sausage, savory roast beef and 
strudel. Pick up a souvenir 
T-shirt, sweatshirt, or polka 
CD at the Polka Hall of Fame 
pop-up shop.

A total of 14 button box 
groups and performers are 
scheduled to appear in two 
dance halls, in addition to jam 
sessions in the annex. At 3 
p.m., meet the winners of the 
Polka Hall of Fame button 
box awards, Joe Grkman Jr. 
and Ron Likovic & Friends, 
who will appear on the main 
stage, followed by an all-star 

show of Cleveland-Style polka 
entertainers. 

This year’s featured per-
formers include Canada’s 
Mary Lou Downs and the 
Polka Playmates, Magic But-
tons, Patty C and the Guys, 
The Hoboes, Fairport Jam-
mers, Kathy Hlad, Summit 
Button Boxers, Joe Godina, 
Ray Kovac, the Mahoning 

Valley Button Box Club, and 
Rob DeBlander.

Your hosts are the National 
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall 
of Fame and the Slovenian 
Society Home, 20713 Recher 
Ave. in Euclid. Admission is 
$10. Dinners, sandwiches, side 
dishes, desserts and beverages 
will be available for purchase. 

Advance tickets are recom-

mended and can be ordered 
from the Polka Hall of Fame, 
605 E. 222nd St., Euclid, OH 
44123. The Polka Hall of Fame 
is open Wednesdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays from 11 a.m. 
until 4 p.m.

For more information, 
contact the Polka Hall Fame 
at (216) 261-3263 or e-mail 
polkashop@aol.com.

Celebrate the accordion at the 38th annual Super Button Box Bash in April

From the archives
Bro. Dave Kaus, a member of Cleveland Lodge 5, submitted this photo which he identified as follows: “A treasured 
copy of the former SNPJ Youth Circle 73 Christmas party from 1949 includes members with names that should be 
familiar to the Slovenes in Oakmont, Verona, Harmarville, New Kensington, and Springdale, Pa., such as Gloria 
Hrovat and her sister, Jeannie and Johnny Skarja, Barbara and Paul Dallas, Richie (with black eye) and Donnie 
Ocvirk, and Larry Komatz.”
This photo, first published in the March 1950 issue of The Voice of Youth, was taken Dec. 5, 1949. And since 
Youth Circle 73 was organized in Harmarville, Pa., in September 1949 by the former SNPJ Lodges 713 and 472 
(in Acmetonia and Oakmont, Pa., respectively), the photo includes the Circle members who attended the Junior 
Ramblers very first Christmas party. Bro. Kaus, then age 7, is in the second row of Circle members, third from the left, 
peeking out between two members’ shoulders.

The first merry Christmas for Youth Circle 73, the “Junior Ramblers” 

Rec Center Cabin Renovation Donations
for the month of January 2020

Club Level Donations
Bronze Level

Raymond J. Durn Estate ........................ $1,187.23
In memory of Raymond J. Durn
Slovene Federation of W. Pa. ........................ $300
SNPJ Lodge 254, Bon Air, Pa. ....................... $100
In memory of 2019 deceased members

Linda Fetcko, Canonsburg, Pa......................... $25
In memory of Jane Verno

Cheryl & Kenneth Vogrig (138), Canonsburg, Pa. .. $25
In memory of Frances Adamic

Jim & Monica Progar (138), Washington, Pa. .. $25
In memory of John Valdiserri

Jim & Monica Progar (138), Washington, Pa. .. $25
In memory of Shirley Skerl

Jim & Monica Progar (138), Washington, Pa. .. $25
In memory of Walter Bele

Jim & Laurie Cadez (138), Canonsburg, Pa. ... $25
In memory of John Valdiserri

by RICK GORJUP (158)
CAL President

CLEVELAND — This year marks the 
56th anniversary of CAL hosting an an-
nual golf tournament, so don’t miss out 
on a great day of fun and fraternalism. 
We have a great bunch of golfers, and 
with our CAL representatives, friends and 
volunteers, this year’s outing, hopefully, 
should be the best!

The outing is just about 82 days away, 
and we hope to have a record crowd. The 
winter hasn’t brought much snow, but it 
has been very cold, though the groundhog 
says spring is right around the corner!

This year’s CAL Don Gorjup Open 
Golf Tournament will be played at Roll-
ing Green Golf Course in Huntsburg, 

Ohio, on Saturday, May 23. With a 9 a.m. 
shotgun start, we ask that you arrive at 
the course by 8:15 a.m. for check-in at the 
pavilion. Here’s where you can pick up 
your goodie bags and scorecards before 
heading out on the links. Hot dogs and 
pivo will be available at the turn, and a 
great steak dinner will be served at the 
19th hole. 

This is always a fun day, meeting 
old friends and making new ones. And 
remember, the beer, pop and bottled water 
are free – all day long!

The entry fee of $80 for adults ($72 for 
youth) includes green fees, cart, prizes, a 
goodie bag, dinner and a sandwich/bever-
age at the turn. Your friendly hostesses 
will again be stationed on the course 

to provide some libations and a toast to 
Don. Since this is our 56th anniversary 
tournament, we’ll have some extras to 
commemorate this milestone.

To have even more fun, one can dress 
in something unusual, if one likes, for 
the day. You never know what theme is 
going to dominate the dress code on the 
course. The party bus will again be com-
ing from the SNPJ Recreation Center in 
Enon Valley, Pa.

Donations are coming in for our draw-
ings, and we’re planning a few surprises 
this year. See the entry form on page 
10, then call your golf buddies and sign 
up early. 

We hope to see you on a beautiful, 
sunny and warm Saturday, May 23.

Get ready to tee it up for the CAL Gorjup Open

FAMILY WEEK 2020
FROM PAGE 1 

fees are fixed, regardless of 
whether one person or six 
people are staying in the 
cabin.

Naturally, there is no lodg-
ing fee if you are staying in 
your RV in the Trailer Court.

You must turn in your reg-

istration form and a $25 cabin 
deposit (if you didn’t pay it 
when you checked out last sum-
mer) to the SNPJ Recreation 
Center by June 22. The balance 
will be due when you check in 
on Sunday, July 26. Contact 
Sue Zarella at the Rec Center 
if you are unsure if you left a 
cabin deposit. You can also 

mail in your total balance due 
with your registration form, if 
you wish. 

If we haven’t received your 
registration and deposit by June 
22, you may lose your deposit 
and your cabin may be rented 
to somebody else.

Daily member guests are 
welcome for $50 per person, 

per day; non-member guests 
are welcome for $75 per per-
son, per day. Please register all 
guests at check-in.

We’re looking forward to a 
fun-filled week of camp dur-
ing Family Week 2020! If you 
have any questions, contact 
Sue Zarella at 1-877-767-5732 
or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

Treat your family to some summer fun at the Rec Center

by SUE ZARELLA (277)
SNPJ Recreation Center

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. 
— The hunt is on! Hop on over 
to the SNPJ Recreation Center 
for the annual Easter egg hunt 
on Saturday, April 4. The hunt 

begins at 1 p.m. with a free 
lunch with the Easter Bunny 
for children age 12 and under. 
Lunch for adults is $5. 

Fol lowing lunch, the 
children will search outside 
(weather permitting) for the 

Easter eggs, so be sure to bring 
a basket to collect all of your 
eggs. The Easter Bunny will be 
available for pictures following 
the egg hunt, so be sure to bring 
a camera as well.

Phone the SNPJ Recreation 

Center toll-free at 1-877-767-
5732 to make your reserva-
tions for this year’s Easter egg 
hunt. The deadline to register 
is March 27. Don’t miss out, 
hop on over for a fun-filled 
afternoon!

Hop by the SNPJ Recreation Center for Easter fun
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Bro. FRANK J. RAVNIKAR Jr. (2)

Sis. Rosemary Baloh
• Lodge 225 •

GIRARD, kan. — The Baloh 
family and the members of 
Lodge 225 sadly report the 
Sept. 5, 2019, passing of Sis. 
Rosemary Baloh, 68, of Se-
vierville, Tenn.

Sis. Baloh was born Feb. 
2, 1951, in Fowler, Ind., a 
daughter of the late Anthony 
and Lucille Martino. She was 
employed for 28 years at the 
Riverside County District At-
torney Child Support office 
in Riverside, Calif., as a child 
support supervisor and had 
been retired for 12 years.

A 42-year SNPJ member, 
she was also a member of 
Gatlinburg Elks Lodge #1925 
and the Moose Lodge. 

Surviving are her husband 
of 47 years, Glenn Baloh; 
siblings Daniel Cutter, Lu-
cille (Ron) Smith, Marilyn 
(Charles) Crittenden, Loretta 
(Harrison) Mosley, Michael 
(Laurie) Martino, Gail (Jim) 
Hopper; and many nieces and 
nephews.

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death 
by siblings Ronald Cutter, 
Jack Cutter, Joe Martino, 
Patty Mize, and infant brother 
Tommy Cutter.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 225 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Baloh’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Donna J. Banish
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the Dec. 16, 2019, pass-
ing of Sis. Donna Jean Banish, 
59, of Houston, Pa., in her home 
with her loving family and pets 
by her side.

Sis. Banish was born June 
29, 1960, in Washington, Pa., 
a daughter of the late Stanley 
F. “Birch” and Marcella Ann 
Atchison Frankovich. She 
was a graduate of Chartiers-
Houston High School, class 
of 1978, and Washington 
Hospital School of Radiol-
ogy in 1980. Donna had been 
employed as chief radiology 
technologist at Canonsburg 
Hospital and was a member 
of American Registry of Ra-
diologic Technologists.

In addition to 35 years of 
SNPJ membership, she was 
also a member of St. Patrick 
Roman Catholic Church in 
Canonsburg and the First 
Catholic Slovak Union.

On April 25, 1981, she mar-
ried Jay Banish, her husband 
of 38 years, who survives. 
She is also survived by her 

beloved sons, Jason Banish of 
Pittsburgh and Shawn Banish 
of Houston, and several nieces 
and nephews.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Ban-
ish on Dec. 20 in St. Patrick 
Church, Canonsburg.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Banish’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Frances Ann Adamic
• Lodge 564 •

DETROIT — The Adamic 
family and the members of 
Lodge 564 sadly announce 
the Dec. 28, 2019, passing of 
Sis. Frances Ann Adamic, 85, 
in Beaumont Hospital, Troy, 
Mich. 

Sis. Adamic was born Aug. 
14, 1934, in Detroit. She was a 
67-year SNPJ member.

She is survived by her hus-
band of 65 years, Edward; a 
son, Robert (Karen) Adamic; 
grandchildren B.J. Baloh, 
Brandy Baloh, Nicole (Aaron) 
Shields, Michelle Adamic and 
Steven Adamic; and nephew 
John (Lisa) Grasser and their 
twins, Beck and Will. 

She was preceded in death 
by her daughter, Barbara 
(Bruce) Baloh.

A funeral service for Sis. 
Adamic was held Dec. 31 at Ed-
ward Swanson & Son Funeral 
Home, Madison Heights, Mich.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 564 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Sis. 
Adamic’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

SNPJ Crossword
VALENTINE’S DAY (#0220) solution

Bro. RAYMOND J. HOCEVAR (274)

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO

DEATHS REPORTED
For the month of January 2020 
   DATE OF
LODGE NAME DEATH CITY, STATE
 A02 Richard K. Morgan 05-25-2012 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 FD4 Albert C. Telipsky 08-27-2019 Mars, Pa.
 2 Mildred E. Skowera 10-05-2019 Wheaton, Ill.
 5 Mary D. Schultz 09-06-2019 Willoughby Hills, Ohio
 5 Lillian M. Basa 01-07-2019 Painesville, Ohio
 6 Shirley H. Skerl 11-21-2019 Carnegie, Pa.
 6 Joan C. Yeates 12-03-2019 Carnegie, Pa.
 6 Raymond C. Bourg 12-20-2019 Bridgeville, Pa.
 6 Robert C. Reinstadtler 12-12-2019 Oakdale, Pa.
 34 Rose M. Kukich 11-30-2019 Poquoson, Va.
 41 Kathleen A. Haldeman 12-23-2019 Latrobe, Pa.
 53 David Durn 07-11-2016 Chardon, Ohio
 53 Raymond J. Durn 07-14-2014 Chesterland, Ohio
 53 Jack Gabrenya 01-01-2020 Cleveland, Ohio
 106 Frances Daniels 09-13-2015 McKees Rocks, Pa.
 106 Henry W. Moore 11-08-2019 Imperial, Pa.
 106 Patricia A. Moore 11-24-2019 Imperial, Pa.
 106 Mary A. Turner 11-04-2019 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 138 Lucille E. Tomsic 10-28-2019 Houston, Pa.
 138 Betty Jean Lloyd 11-30-2019 Beaver Falls, Pa.
 138 Ronald J. Yarkosky 11-17-2019 Canonsburg, Pa.
 142 Anthony Strazisar 10-04-2019 Mentor, Ohio
 142 Richard DeBaltzo 01-01-2020 Willoughby, Ohio
 153 Loretta J. Panno 11-30-2019 Stow, Ohio
 158 Robert W. Helmecy 10-28-2019 Willoughby, Ohio
 158 Joan M. Parker 12-01-2019 Willoughby, Ohio
 218 Robert P. Cahill 12-31-2019 Hermitage, Mo.
 218 Loretta A. Paolucci 01-07-2020 La Junta, Colo.
 223 Lance J. Kristan 10-17-2019 Champion, Pa.
 223 Donna L. Thomas 01-08-2020 Greensburg, Pa.
 223 James L. Cremonese 12-24-2019 Greensburg, Pa.
 225 Rosemary Baloh 09-05-2019 Sevierville, Tenn.
 254 Robert L. Butara 12-23-2019 Lapeer, Mich.
 274 Raymond J. Hocevar 01-02-2020 St. Michael, Pa.
 321 Louis N. Lushina 07-11-2018 Ashburn, Va.
 355 Brandon L. Sayer 11-28-2019 Mentor, Ohio
 476 Lee T. Horsfall 12-04-2019 Salem, Ohio
 559 Christine Fawcett 06-29-2019 Seattle, Wash.
 564 David P. Domutz 12-08-2019 Warren, Mich.
 581 Mildred F. Hodnik 05-29-2019 Forest City, Pa.
 584 Thomas R. Gehm 12-15-2019 Greenfield, Wis.
 603 Mary Ann Klotz 11-28-2019 Muskegon, Mich.
 665 Clarice K. Horne 11-20-2018 Monroeville, Pa.
 715 Charlotte F. Draper 11-04-2018 Medina, Ohio
 715 Paul L. Wilczynski 12-30-2019 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 715 Louise P. Mandekic 12-29-2019 McKeesport, Pa.
 723 Olga M. Markovich 07-06-2012 Pacific Palisades, Calif.
 723 Arthine A. Knezovich 11-03-2019 Superior, Wyo.
 723 Richard C. Pejack 12-08-2019 Yucaipa, Calif.
 749 Virginia M. Soha 12-12-2019 Jerome, Pa.
 749 Julia Prociak 01-09-2020 Hollsopple, Pa.
 771 JoAnne A. Kliem 11-30-2019 New Middletown, Ohio
 776 Ann K. McAnallen 12-13-2019 Ellwood City, Pa.
 782 Dolores J. Minster 12-06-2019 Verona, Pa.
 782 Nick Grosse 12-28-2019 Oakmont, Pa.

Sis. FRANCES ANN ADAMIC (564)

Bro. Raymond J. Hocevar
• Lodge 274 •

DUNLO, Pa. — The members 
of Lodge 274 sadly report the 
Jan. 2, 2020, passing of Bro. 
Raymond J. Hocevar, 71, of 
St. Michael, Pa., in his home. 

Bro. Hocevar was born 
Jan. 10, 1948, in Windber, Pa., 
a son of the late Frank and 

Louise (Dremely) Hocevar. A 
graduate of Adams Township 
High School, class of 1965, 
Ray drove charter and school 
buses for many years, worked 
for various oil companies, and 
together with his wife owned 
and operated Primrose Lane, 
which offered country gifts 
and gourmet foods, for over 
20 years.

Ray was a 55-year SNPJ 
member and had served as 
SNPJ Recreation Center direc-
tor from July 2003 through 
March 2005. He was also a 
member of the Dunlo Rod & 
Gun Club.

Surviving are his loving 
wife, Linda D. (Dibert) Hoce-
var; his mother-in-law, Bertha 
(Boyle) Dibert of Beaverdale, 
Pa.; and numerous relatives 
and friends. He was preceded 
in death by his parents; a sister, 
Nancy L. Feeley; and a brother, 
Robert F. Hocevar.

A funeral service for Bro. 
Hocevar was held Jan. 5 at 
Charles O. Dimond Funeral 
Home, Inc., South Fork, Pa., 
with Rev. Dave McGee pre-
siding.

The family suggests memo-
rial donations to the American-
Slovene Radio Hour, 381 F St., 
Pittsburgh, PA 15209. 

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 274 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Hocevar’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. Frank A. Kouche
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the Jan. 15, 2020, pass-
ing of Bro. Frank A. “Skip” 
Kouche Jr., 71, of Canonsburg, 
Pa., in Canonsburg Hospi-
tal. He was a 39-year SNPJ 
member.

Bro. Kouche was born Aug. 
12, 1948, in Vallejo, Calif., a 
son of Marie Tressa Valentino 
Kouche and the late Frank 
A. Kouche. He was a 1966 
graduate of Canon-McMillan 
High School and had worked 
for Electro Heat/Applied Test 

Systems for more than 35 years, 
retiring in 2009.

Skip enjoyed baseball and 
had played in his youth; he 
loved fishing, bowling, the 
Pittsburgh Pirates and Steelers, 
working with his hands, and 
spending time with friends and 
family, especially his grand-
daughters.

On Dec. 7, 1969, he mar-
ried Ellen Conway. They later 
divorced, but remained friends. 
Ellen passed away Oct. 15, 
2012.

Surviving, in addition to 
his mother, are two daughters, 
Gail Kouche (Ed Cupler) of 
Canonsburg and Ellen (Erik) 
Warrington of Pace, Fla.; 
two granddaughters, Jayden 
and Karley Warrington; and 
his close friends who always 
checked on him, Greg Kern, 
Ron Backner, Patrick Flock 
and Andy Hammond.

Services for Bro. Kouche 
were held Jan. 20 in McIlvaine-
Speakman Funeral Home, Ltd., 
Houston, Pa. Interment fol-
lowed in Forest Lawn Gardens, 
McMurray, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Kouche’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. Frank J. Ravnikar Jr.
• Lodge 2 •

LA SALLE, Ill. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 2 sadly report 
the Jan. 19, 2020, passing of 
Bro. Frank J. Ravnikar Jr., 95, 
at the Illinois Veterans Home, 
La Salle.

Bro. Ravnikar was born 
May 10, 1924, in Peoples 
Hospital, Peru, Ill., a son of the 
late Frank and Anna (Poster) 
Ravnikar. He served in the 
Navy from 1943 to 1946 dur-
ing World War II, holding the 
rank of Motor Machinist Mate 
2nd Class.

He was awarded the WWII 
Victory Medal, American Area 
Campaign Medal, European-
African-Middle Eastern Cam-
paign Ribbon, Asiatic-Pacific 
Area Campaign Medal, and the 
Philippine Liberation Ribbon 
while serving.

Frank was employed by 
Westclox until their closing, 
and by Caterpillar in Pontiac, 
Ill., as a quality specialist.

In addition to 77 years of 
SNPJ membership, he was also 
a member of St. Valentine’s 
Church, the former St. Roch’s 
and Resurrection churches in 
La Salle, and the VFW.

He married the former 
Mary Parisotto on July 1, 
1950, in Sacred Heart Church, 
Oglesby, Ill. She preceded him 
in death in 2017.

He is survived by a brother, 
John (Jeannette) Ravnikar of 
Peru, Ill.; two nieces, Con-
nie (Dr. Ram) Gowda and 
Sarah (Peter) Bonavia; and four 
nephews, Randy (Rosemary) 

Ulanowski, Robert (Laura) 
Ravnikar, James (Karen) 
Ravnikar and Richard (Fran-
cine) Ravnikar.

In addition to his wife and 
parents, he was also preceded 
in death by two brothers. 

A Funeral Mass was cel-
ebrated for Bro. Ravnikar 
on Jan. 23 at St. Valentine’s 
Church, Peru, officiated by 
Monsignor Richard Soseman. 
Burial followed in St. Vincent 
Cemetery, La Salle, with full 
military rites accorded by the 
La Salle/Oglesby Veterans 
Memorial Group.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 2 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Ravnikar’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

Looking for information on your 
SNPJ life insurance and annuity 
policies? Pay a visit to snpj.org, click 
the “PolicyView Login” link and 
follow the step-by-step instructions.

at your fingertips
information
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by MARION VOLPE
Lodge 564 Secretary

DETROIT — Youth Circle 
29 members held their 
annual Christmas party, 
which incorporates the 
SNPJ Family Twosome 
Bowling Tournament, on 
Dec. 7, 2019, at Five Star 
Lanes in Sterling Heights, 
Mich. 

Adult and youth mem-
bers from Lodges 564 and 
677 arrived around 12:30 
p.m., and we started bowl-
ing shortly afterward. We 
had some 25 to 30 people 
in attendance, including a 
few guests who, hopefully, 
will become members soon.  

The group was some-
what smaller this year due to 
the busy holiday schedule. 
As in prior years, the Buc-
ciarelli and Doyle families 
were well represented, in-
cluding the youngest Lodge 
member who thought he 
was old enough to bowl and 
had to be restrained from 
going down the lane.

The children were all 
excited to be there and visit 

with their SNPJ friends, and 
the adults enjoyed chatting 
and catching up. 

After the bowlers fin-
ished their three-game 
series, we gathered in the 
party room to enjoy deli-
cious pizza, pop and cook-
ies. We also distributed 
goodie bags to the children, 
who were delighted with the 
$10 gifts from their Lodge. 
The children also received 
candy and a small gift from 
Youth Circle 29.

Congratulations to the 
high rollers who will re-
ceive awards from SNPJ in 
their respective divisions. 
Carl and Owen Flockhart, 
along with Steve Ander-
son, Tony Volpe and their 
boys, were missed on the 
alleys this year; hopefully 
they won’t miss next year's 
party! 

Even if somewhat small-
er, everyone had fun and 
enjoyed the party. A big 
thank you to those who 
helped organize this event.

Unti l next year, na 
svidenje!

Youth Circle 29 celebrates the holidays on the lanes

The members of Youth Circle 29, along with adult members from 
Lodges 564 and 677, participated in the 2019 Family Twosome 
Bowling Tournament at Five Star Lanes in Sterling Heights, Mich.

Badger Jabber
by BOB SMOLE

Lodge 584

MILWAUkEE — It’s been a while, a 
long while, but I’m here and ready for a 
better 2020. I have kind of written off 2019 
since it wasn’t a year I want to replicate. 
Anyway, after six surgeries all is well and 
we are good to go. 

Thursday, Feb. 13, was the date of our 
regular SNPJ Badger Lodge 584 meeting, 
held at the Mother of Perpetual Help gym 
(formerly, Mary Queen of Heaven). Presi-
dent Tim Donovan called the meeting to 
order promptly at 7 p.m. All officers were 
present except for Recording Secretary 
Sis. Mary Donovan. 

Following the reading and approval 
of the monthly reports, a discussion was 
held on the nomination of delegates to the 
upcoming Young Adult Conference which 
will be held at the SNPJ Recreation Center 
June 19-21. If you are an SNPJ member 
between the ages of 18 and 30, you could 
be a delegate. All you need to do is let 
either Tim or Mary Donovan know by 
phoning them at (414) 405-0532.

The Badger Lodge is eligible for seven 
delegates; at present, six members have 
shown interest in attending: Andrew 
Lynch, Bailey Phalen, Amber and Carley 
Schweiger, Bryan Donovan and Tyler 
Trickle. Get your name on the list if you 
would like to attend and have input on 
ideas for the SNPJ.

Due to the untimely passing of Bro. Tom 
Gehm, the position of Lodge delegate to 
the USPEH organization was addressed. 
Sis. Mary Alyce Francis was nominated, 
accepted and unanimously elected to fill 
that position.  

Sis. Jan Gehm continues to deal with 
some health issues, and is in and out of 
rehab. The Badger Lodge wishes Sis. 
Gehm well; we hope to see her soon 
at our Lodge meetings and Slovenian 
social events. 

Brothers Tim Donovan and Don Lesar 
won the monthly attendance awards. 
Sis. Mary Alyce Francis celebrated her 

birthday in February, and the traditional 
birthday song was sung by members in 
attendance.

The meeting was adjourned and the 
coffee social followed, with birthday cake 
donated by Sis. Francis, as well as a variety 
of cookies and goodies to accompany the 
coffee. While the social was in progress, 
the Lodge auditors audited the financial 
books and found them all in order.  

Sis. Fan Smole is doing well at 94 years 
young at her new residence, Brookdale 
Senior Living Center, 15100 W. Capital 
Dr., Brookfield, WI 53005. Several mem-
bers of the USPEH Chorus recently paid 
Sis. Smole a visit. Sis. Smole, a longtime 
member of the chorus, appreciated their 
visit and their singing many of the Slo-
venian songs they had performed many 
times for various concerts. Thanks from 
Sis. Smole and her family to all USPEH 
Chorus members who visited.

As in past years, SUA Branch #43 will 
host an annual butara class on Saturday, 
April 4, starting at 10 a.m. at Triglav Park 
in Windlake, Wis. You will learn how to 
put your own butara together. The public 
is invited to attend, but you need to contact 
Helen Frohna at (262) 470-5296 if you 
are coming. 

On the following day, Palm Sunday, 
April 5, you will be able to participate 
in a special procession at St. John the 
Evangelist Church, 8500 W. Cold Spring 
Rd., during the 8:30 a.m. Mass with your 
butara. You are also encouraged to wear 
your narodna noša (Slovenian costume) 
if you have one, or wear a red carnation 
as a symbol of your Slovenian heritage.

The summer SNPJ Balina League is 
planning their 2020 season. They will 
kick off the season with a meeting on 
Monday, May 4, beginning at 6 p.m. at 
the West Allis Veterans Memorial Park 
on the northeast corner of S. 70th St. and 
W. National Ave. This is also where the 
league will play. The current age range of 
the league membership is from 30 to 90. 
Balina is not a strenuous game, and it’s 
very easy to learn.

Teams consist of two adult men and two 
adult women; competition is scheduled 
every Monday evening at either 6 or 7 p.m. 

from May 11 through August. Each game 
will be played for a 50-minute time limit. 
New players and substitutes are welcome. 
Please contact Denise Bartlett at (414) 
327-4990 for further information.

You are also invited to spend an evening 
cheering for your favorite team. This is a 
wonderful, relaxing way to spend a beauti-
ful summer evening at the park watching 
the balina teams compete. Be sure to bring 
a lawn chair since there isn’t much seating 
available, and don’t forget the peanuts, 
popcorn and cracker jack!

Save the date of Sunday, April 26, 
for the Milwaukee Sloga Lodge 1994 
anniversary and 50-year member recog-
nition luncheon. This event, which will 
be held at Meyer’s Restaurant, is open to 
the public. The Sloga lodge is planning 
to host some type of Slovenian program. 
Many local SNPJ members belong to 
Sloga Lodge 1994. 

The Triglav Slovenian Cultural Society, 
based at beautiful Triglav Park, has their 
2020 picnic schedule out as well. They 
will open their picnic season with the 
Spominski Dan (Memorial Day) picnic on 
Monday, May 25, with a Mass at 11 a.m. 
followed by dinners for purchase.  

The Prvi picnic is planned for Sunday, 
June 28, with Mass at 11 a.m.; and the 
Drugi picnic will start with Mass at 11 
a.m. on Sunday, Aug. 2. Finally, the Vin-
ska Trgatev (wine festival) is scheduled 
Sunday, Sept. 20. There will be no Mass 
this day, but dinners will be available 
starting at noon.

Do you have something you would like 
to have mentioned in PROSVETA? Let 
me know! I am always looking for infor-
mation, especially about our members’ 
special achievements or outstanding per-
formances. Contact me at rsmole@wi.rr.
com and please indicate “SNPJ News” in 
the subject line.

The next regular Badger Lodge 584 
meeting will be held at the Mother of 
Perpetual Help gym, 2360 S. 106th St. in 
West Allis, Wis., on Thursday, March 12, 
beginning at 7 p.m. Badger Lodge meet-
ings are held each month on the second 
Thursday. We hope to see you all there. 
Get involved!

by DANIELLA VOLPE
Lodge 158

EUCLID, Ohio — Hello and 
welcome back to the exciting 
world that is SNPJ Lodge 158. 
We have a lot of exciting things 
to share with you.

First, Loyalites members 
held election of officers re-
cently, and while most officers 
stayed the same, we do have a 
new recording secretary, for-
mer Miss SNPJ Liz Smrdel. Liz 
is a lifelong member and has 
always been very active at both 
the local and national levels. 
We know she’ll do a great job 
keeping track of our meetings. 

Next we have a few days 
to celebrate, but first we wish 
a belated happy one-year an-
niversary to Jim and Colleen 
Kuhn on none other than the 
day of love itself, Valentine’s 
Day. With these lovebirds’ 
story, it’s no surprise that they 
chose such a monumental day 
to tie the knot just one year ago. 
We also have some happy birth-

day wishes for Danny Elam on 
March 14 and Colleen Frank 
on St. Patrick’s Day, March 17.

Speaking of the day of the 
Irish, we have quite a few mem-
bers who not only celebrate 
their Slovenian heritage, but 
their Irish side as well. A num-
ber of Loyalites are members of 
the Celtic Nations Drill Team 
which marches and competes 
in parades all over Ohio. Of 
course, they can be seen on St. 
Patrick’s Day marching down 
the streets of Cleveland, and 
they always love to see some 
familiar faces in the crowd 
cheering them on. 

The drill team will also par-
ticipate in a parade on March 14 
in Akron, Ohio, as well as on 
the following day, March 15, in 
Painesville, Ohio. Good luck, 
ladies; we know you’ll do great!

After celebrating the Irish, 
we must challenge them to a 
battle. “How do we do that?,” 
you all may be wondering. 
By bowling, of course! The 

annual SloIsh bowling tourna-
ment will be rolled Saturday, 
April 18, at Wickliffe Lanes in 
Wickliffe, Ohio, starting at 1 
p.m. The cost to bowl is $20 for 
adults and $14 for kids. 

The entry fee covers bowl-
ing, shoe rental, a meal at the 
lanes, and an after-party that 
will be held at the local Ameri-
can Legion club. If you bring 
your own cheering section to 
the lanes and they would like 
to enjoy the meal, the cost is 
$5 per person. 

For information or to reg-
ister, e-mail or call our hosts, 
Loyalite members Colleen 
Kuhn, irish1128@sbcglobal.
net or (216) 347-3205, or Gina 
Volpe, ginamvo@oh.rr.com 
or (440) 205-1618. You will 
need to send your and your 
partners’ names and averages, 
full payment, and indicate for 
which side you’ll be bowling 
(Slovenian or Irish) by April 1. 
We hope to see you all there. 
Let the battle begin!

Sick of bowling yet? No? 
Great! Because after SloIsh  
tournament, the SNPJ Na-
tional Bowling tournament is 
scheduled, which Lodge 158 
will be hosting this year. We 
want to make this a fun event 
for everyone by offering lots 
of prizes, drawings, and a few 
other secrets we’ve got up our 
sleeves. 

The SNPJ National Bowling 
Tournament will be rolled May 
2-3. The doubles and singles 
events are scheduled Saturday, 
May 2, and the team event Sun-
day, May 3, at Colonial Lanes 
in New Castle, Pa. 

Entertainment is planned 
Saturday night in the Gostilna 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center, 
and for those of you who come 
a day early on Friday, May 1, 
the Gostilna will once again 
host Joe Cheeta and his game 
show games if you’re looking 
for something to do. 

This is guaranteed to be 
a weekend filled with fun, 

friends and, of course, bowling! 
The tournament entry form is 
published on page 10 and is also 
available online, so be sure to 
get your entries in so we can 
get rolling and bowling. We 
hope to see you there!

If you’re still with me by 
this point of the article, then 
I promise this is the last thing 
I have to mention. As many 
of you know, for the past few 
years Lodge 158 has selected 
a theme for our annual picnic 
at the SNPJ Farm. Well, we’ve 
done it again, and I’m here to 
tell you men to dust off your 
suspenders, and you ladies 
should get those flapper dresses 
ready because we’re taking you 
back to the roaring ’20s! 

Our picnic will be held 
Sunday, July 19, so get ready to 
shake and hop... and hide your 
liquor from the cops. We’re still 
determining the menu and the 
band, but I will let you all know 
as soon as we square away the 
details. So mark your calendar, 

“Old Sport,” because it’s bound 
to be a party even Gatsby would 
be proud of!

Do you enjoy these articles, 
but sometimes feel they can’t 
get information to you quick 
enough to meet deadlines? 
We feel the same way here at 
Lodge 158, so we’ve updated 
our website! 

Our new recording secre-
tary and webmaster extraordi-
naire Liz Smrdel has designed 
a new site that is updated 
regularly so you can keep up 
with all of the Loyalites events, 
accomplishments and photos 
that you can access anytime, 
anywhere. Don’t worry, we’ll 
always post here in PROS-
VETA, but when you want to 
see what the Loyalites have 
been up to, you can always visit 
snpj158.wordpress.com.

Finally, as always we send 
our thoughts and prayers to any 
and all of our ailing members 
and their families during this 
difficult time.

Loyalites thoughts turn to the SNPJ National Bowl, annual picnic and spring

2020 NATIONAL BOWL
FROM PAGE 1 

make your cabin reserva-
tions. Food will also avail-
able for purchase throughout 
the weekend.

A block of rooms has 
been secured at the Hamp-
ton Inn in New Castle. The 
tournament rates are $109 
per night for a room with 
two double beds, or $105 per 

night for a room with one 
king bed. Phone (724) 656-
0000 and mention “SNPJ 
Bowling Tournament” to 
receive these rates. The 
deadline for room reserva-
tions is April 4. 

We look forward to wel-
coming all of our bowlers to 
the Recreation Center once 
again for the SNPJ National 
Bowling Tournament.

Plan to compete in the 
2020 SNPJ National Bowl

SNPJ Membership Anniversaries 
March 2020

 Lodge Member
 2 Beverly A. Kimble
 2 Diane M. Sheffer
 2 William L. Strell
 5 Thomas L. Platzar
 5 Robert J. Glick
 6 George Bomblosky
 8 Antoinette M. DiPasquo
 87 John Velicevich
 106 John A. Cherin
 138 Richard A. DuBois
 153 Mary M. Markovich
 158 Jo Ann M. Petric
 158 Joseph F. Petric
 158 Sheila M. Stopinsek
 158 Walter D. Frank
 174 Roger E. Commotes
 207 Betty J. Krstulich
 207 Bernard J. Connor
 218 Douglas J. Vidmar

 Lodge Member
 218 Linda M. Trujillo
 218 Dwight L. Chance
 218 Donald W. Blomquist
 254 Daniel Strazisar
 518 Thomas W. Licht
 559 Judy L. Reyes
 559 John J. Kestner
 576 Gertrude F. Harding
 576 Stanley R. Centa
 584 Donald J. Piotrowski
 584 Karen A. Chuck
 584 Gina R. Lavey
 584 Jeannie M. Olinger
 715 Kathleen A. Misko
 715 Joyce E. Skalicky
 723 Ann Z. Cernilia
 729 Ivan Begg
 729 Michael T. Brajdich
 757 Kevin L. Bruno

50-Year Members

 Lodge Member
 2 Frank M. Strell
 5 Marilyn F. Pekol
 53 Edward M. Eppick
 87 Joseph A. Mahkovec
 223 Carole A. Crouse
 562 Barbara J. Trytko
 576 Marian F. Birk
 584 Randolph Kropusek
 584 Frank J. Bevsek

 Lodge Member
 584 Roseann Schomber
 603 Geraldine Chismar
 603 Robert E. Burch
 603 Kathleen L. Carmichael
 603 Mary E. Pleterski
 715 James E. Shephard
 721 Stanley J. Bazyk
 723 Joyce M. Gronewold
 FD4 Ann M. Brady-Dolan

60-Year Members

 Lodge Member
 2 Marilyn Schneider
 31 John W. Mihalcin
 89 Frances Prata

 Lodge Member
 564 Mary J. Smith
 584 Stephanie Jakel

70-Year Members

80-Year Members
 Lodge Member
 5 Agnes E. Turkovich
 218 Pauline E. Johnson

Lodge Member
 277 Anna Stoklosa

SNPJ Recreation Center
2020 Fraternal Events
Schedule
May 2-3 National Bowling Tournament
May 24 Recreation Center Brew & Bean Festival
  (Micro Brew & Chili Cookoff) 
June 12-14 SNPJ Heritage Center Heritage Weekend
June 19-21 SNPJ Young Adult Conference
July 10-12 SLOVENEFEST 2020
July 24-26 Youth Roundup Weekend
July 26-Aug. 1 SNPJ Family Week
Aug. 16-22 SNPJ Senior Week
Sept. 4-6 National SNPJ Days
Sept. 26 Recreation Center Wine & Sausage Fest
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Members celebrating 50, 60, 70 and 80 years with the Slovene National Benefit Society

Bro. HENRY URSITz
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Bro. JOSEPH NOVAK
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Bro. JOSEPH BLATNIK
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. HELEN SCARMACK
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Bro. HENRY URSITz
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Bro. JOSEPH NOVAK
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. HELEN SCARMACK
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Bro. JOSEPH BLATNIK
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Bro. WILLIAM L. PERUSEK (614) Bro. JOSEPH J. NOVAK (576)

Bro. JOSEPH A. SKRABEC (142)

Bro. DANIEL P. DANILO (6)

Bro. HENRY M. URSITZ (6)

Bro. JOSEPH J. BLATNIK (614)

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

Of the 2,000 life insurance companies and 
fraternal benefit societies operating in the 
United States, fewer than 100 have been in 

existence as long as the SNPJ. As a not-for-profit 
fraternal benefit society, we have successfully pro-
vided life insurance to our members since 1904, along 
with a full package of social, athletic and cultural 
programs, scholarships, community service projects, 
and much more. SNPJ also offers annuities that can 
be used for IRAs and Roth IRAs.

Our more than 115 years of longevity and success 
have been made possible by the loyalty and dedica-
tion of our members. The SNPJ’s engine may have 
been built and its direction set by its founders and 
subsequent leaders, but its path has been traveled, 
cleared and paved by our dedicated members.

As a way to show respect and appreciation to 
our longtime and loyal members, we recognize 

membership milestones with a custom gift. The 
years of membership are counted in terms of adult 
membership years, not including youth enrollment 
years. These milestones of recognition include 50, 
60, 70 and 80 years of adult membership.

We ask our Fraternal Honorees, once they have 
received their awards from the Society, to submit a 
short report on their past and present lifestyle, includ-
ing their Lodge affiliation, hobbies and any other 
information that might be of interest to our readers.

In acknowledging these dedicated members, it is 
our privilege to show respect for these honorees by 
offering our thanks and appreciation for the loyalty 
they have shown the SNPJ for so many years. In this 
small way, through our official SNPJ publication, we 
can etch their names even deeper into the archives 
of the Slovene National Benefit Society.

On behalf of the entire membership, we extend 
our congratulations to those members reaching these 
anniversary milestones. 

• Bro. WILLIAM L. PERUSEK 
was recognized as a 70-year mem-
ber of Cleveland Lodge 614 in May 
2019. In his note of appreciation 
he writes:

“In April 2019, I was honored 
to receive  a wonderful blanket for 
my 70th anniversary with SNPJ. 
I share this honor with all my 
grandparents born in Slovenia: the 
Peruseks in Stari Trg Pri Ložu, and 
the Dolsaks in Velike Lašče and 
Žužemberk. They all emigrated 
to the United States in 1906 and 
established their homes in the 
Collinwood area of Cleveland, 
along with many other Slovene 
immigrants

“I was born in Cleveland, then 
moved to Willowick, Ohio, then on 
to Niles, Ohio, as my father, Bill 
Perusek, was transferred during 
his 40 years as an employee of 
the General Electric Company. He 
joined 14 other family members 
who earned 346 total years of GE 
service, including me, who had 31 
years with the company prior to 
my retirement.

“My time in Collinwood was 
memorable as my grandfather, 
Frank Dolsak, along with his wife 
and five children, established the 
Dolsak Dairy with his favorite 
horse, Tony. My favorite time there 
was spent in the company of all 
my uncles and aunts who spoiled 
me as the first male child. Times 
playing at Lake Erie beaches and 
at Euclid Beach Park were a won-
derland for this young lad. Later, 
in 1946, my mother, Josephine 
Perusek, and my aunt, Theresa 
Clements, opened up the Model 
Market on E. 200 St. in Euclid, 
Ohio.

“My time in Niles, Ohio, was 
very active throughout my school 
years. Playing basketball there 
earned me a scholarship to John 
Carroll University in University 
Heights, Ohio. I graduated from 
JCU in 1952. 

“In 1953 I married Anne Ku-
chik, and we celebrated our 66th 
anniversary this year. We were 
blessed with three great children 
and now have five grandchildren.

“In the interim, I was drafted 
into the Army for two years, but 
with my college degree I volun-
teered to enter the U.S. Navy for 
three years. After Naval Officer 
Candidate School, I became an 
officer and spent three years as 
Executive Officer on the USS LST 
1041 amphibious ship during the 
Korean War.

“As many of you will remember, 
I attribute my 70 years of member-
ship to the fact that during those 
past times, as families began to 
produce children, the first ob-
ligation the parents felt was to 
establish a life insurance policy to 
ensure that the child would have 
a proper burial in case the worst 
happened. So they saved until they 
fulfilled that sacred obligation, and 
I thank my parents and SNPJ for 
their dedication.

“I am so very proud of my Slo-
venian heritage and my ancestors 
who raised me. God bless them all!”

Bro. WILLIAM L. PERUSEK
Cleveland Lodge 614

Gainesville, FL

• Cleveland Lodge 576 member 
Bro. JOSEPH J. NOVAK cel-
ebrated his 50-year SNPJ mem-

bership in November 2019.
Joe was born and raised in 

the Cleveland area. His parents 
instilled a love of his Slovenian 
heritage and customs in Joe, his 
older brother, Lou, and younger 
sisters Teri and Betty. Joe learned 
to play the accordion when he was 
8 years old, then learned to play 
the button box as an adult.

He has held the offices of 
president and vice president for 
Spartans Lodge 576. His daugh-
ters, Susan, Amy and Melanie, 
performed with the former SNPJ 
Youth Circle 2 Chorus. Joe taught 
several Circle 2 children how 
to play the button box over the 
years. 

Joe and his band performed 
at many SNPJ events, including 
Slovenefest, picnics at the SNPJ 
Farm, the SNPJ Circle 2 Annual 
Button Box Bash, and in Florida 
at SNPJ dances held in Spring Hill 
and Samsula. Joe and his wife 
Nancy have hosted numerous 
groups on tours to Slovenia and 
throughout Europe.

Joe resides in Medina, Ohio, 
with his wife and enjoys golfing, 
fishing, vintage cars, entertaining 
with his music, watching Cleve-
land’s sports teams, visiting his 
daughters from coast to coast, 
and sharing adventures with his 
grandchildren.

Bro. JOSEPH J. NOVAK
Cleveland Lodge 576

Medina, OH

• Bro. JOSEPH A. SKRABEC, a 
50-year member of Lodge 142 in 
Cleveland, celebrated his mem-
bership anniversary in December 
2019. He writes:

“Reflecting back over my 50 
years as an SNPJ Lodge 142 
Mirni Raj member, I hold many 
sentimental memories, including 
participating in the Mladinski Pe-
vski Zbor at the Waterloo Slove-
nian Workman’s Home; attending 
Lodge meetings at the Collinwood 
Slovenian Home; enjoying the 
picnics and working at the SNPJ 
Farm in Kirtland, Ohio; getting into 
the holiday spirit during the yearly 
Christmas parties; and camping 
with my wife, Maria, and children, 
Joe, MaryAnn, and Theresa, at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center in Enon 
Valley, Pa. 

“In addition, I appreciate the 
opportunity offered to me by SNPJ 
to attend the Slovenian language 
courses on the campus of Lju-
bljana University in 1978.

“Thank you – hvala – again to 
SNPJ for the Slovenian fraternal-
ism shown to my family and me!”

Bro. JOSEPH A. SKRABEC
Cleveland Lodge 142

Mentor, OH

• Bro. HENRY URSITz, a mem-
ber of SNPJ Lodge 6 in Sygan, 
Pa., celebrated his 98th birthday 
on Thanksgiving with family. Henry 
was also congratulated by the 
SNPJ on becoming an 80-year 
member of Lodge 6 in November 
2019 and received a beautiful 
SNPJ afghan blanket.

Henry was born Nov. 29, 
1921, in the Sygan Hill area of 
Bridgeville, Pa., the son of Frank 

and Mary Ursitz. He had five 
siblings, Frank Jr., John, Agnes, 
Mary and Rose, all of whom are 
deceased. Henry graduated from 
South Fayette High School in 
1939 and joined the U.S. Navy in 
1942. While serving in the Navy, 
he was a member of the Seabees 
Construction Unit in the islands 
of the South Pacific, where he 
would learn his lifelong trade of 
carpentry.

After his military service, Bro. 
Ursitz joined his father, Frank Sr., 
who was also a carpenter, build-
ing homes in the Bridgeville area. 
Later years led him to a position 
as a construction supervisor work-
ing with a large company building 
commercially in the Pittsburgh 
area.

In April 1944, Henry married 
Ann Dohanich, who passed away 
in May 2017 at the age of 93. 
Henry and Ann were married for 
73 years and had two children, 
three grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren, all of whom 
Henry loves spending time with.

Henry is a very avid sports-
man, enjoying hunting and fishing 
with his son and buddies over 
the years. At the age of 95 he 
placed third in the Warren, Pa., 
annual fishing contest, winning 
a monetary award, trophy and 
notoriety for being the oldest 
angler. He also enjoys watching 
football, especially the Pittsburgh 
Steelers, University of Pittsburgh 
and Penn State.

Bro. HENRY M. URSITz
Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6

Canonsburg, PA

• Bro. DANIEL P. DANILO, a 
member of SNPJ Lodge 6 in 
Sygan, Pa., was recognized as 
a 50-year member in January. 
He writes:

“I received your letter the other 
day and thank you for recognizing 
me as a 50-year member.

“My mother and father, Margie 
and Doots Danilo, were stewards 
at SNPJ Sygan Lodge 6 in the early 
1960s. I became a member at that 
time. I live in Bridgeville, Pa., with 
my wife, Beverly, and dog, Nyko. 
I have a son, Justin, who lives in 
Santa Monica, Calif.

“In April 2019 I had a liver trans-
plant, and now I feel great. Since 
my transplant I have become an 
avid walker.”

Bro. DANIEL P. DANILO
Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6

Bridgeville, PA

• Bro. JOSEPH J. BLATNIK, a 
member of Cleveland Lodge 614, 
celebrated his 60-year SNPJ an-
niversary in December 2019. He 
writes: 

“Thank you for the recognition 
of my 60-year membership and for 
the gift. I am truly honored to be a 
60-year member of SNPJ.

“I was born and raised in Cleve-
land. I met my wife, Mitzi (Mary 
Matekovich), who was a member 
of Golden Eagles Lodge 643 in 
Girard, Ohio, at an SNPJ event 
in Gowanda, N.Y., in 1954 and we 
were married in 1955.

“I joined SNPJ in 1959 and 
became a member of Cleveland 

Lodge 614 “Strugglers,” and 
served as president of the Lodge 
for five years. I became active with 
the SNPJ Recreational Center in 
Kirtland, Ohio, and served on the 
SNPJ Farm Board as their trea-
surer and secretary from 1964 to 
2014. My wife Mitzi and I enjoyed 
attending all the SNPJ bowling 
tournaments and SNPJ Days 
throughout the years.

“I have two children, Joe Blatnik 
and Francine (Blatnik) Zizelman, 
both of whom are members of 
Lodge 614. I have three grand-
children, all of whom are members 
of Lodge 614, and two great-
grandchildren.  

“I retired in 1991 and am still ac-
tive with Lodge 614, serving again 
as their president. I also volunteer 
at the SNPJ Recreational Center 
in Kirtland doing routine mainte-
nance, landscaping, and working 
at Lodge picnics and events. 
And, of course, I enjoy listening 
and dancing to polkas! Being a 
member of SNPJ has given me 
and my family many memories 
to cherish.”

Bro. JOSEPH J. BLATNIK
Cleveland Lodge 614

Wickliffe, OH

• Sis. HELEN SCARMACK, a 
member of Lodge 31 in Sharon, 
Pa., celebrated her 70-year SNPJ 
anniversary in January. In a note 
of appreciation addressed to Na-
tional President/CEO Joseph C. 
Evanish, she writes: 

“Thank you for the beautiful 
blanket I received for being a 70-
year member of SNPJ. It will keep 
me warm during the cold winter 
nights in Western Pennsylvania.

“I was born on Jan. 3, 1932, in 
Farrell, Pa., to Slovenian parents 
Jerry and Mary O’Korn. They 
were loyal and dedicated mem-
bers of Lodge 262, where both 
of them held many offices over 
the years.

“When I was 6 years old, Fran 
Novak Nespor, a next-door neigh-
bor, encouraged many Slovenian 
children to join Juvenile Circle 21. 
Our group became very popular 
and performed in many out-of-
town cities. I wrote many articles 
and drew many pictures for the 
Mladinski List magazine.

Sis. HELEN SCARMACK (31)

“When I was 18 years old I 
joined Lodge 262. Fran Nespor 
was the director of the Juvenile 
Circle 21 group at the time, and 
I became the assistant director. 
We were active for over 30 years.

“On Sept. 12, 1953, I married 
Gene Scarmack of Farrell. We 
have five children, who are SNPJ 
members, seven grandchildren 
and eight great-grandchildren.

“In 1993, when SNPJ spon-
sored a trip to Slovenia, my hus-
band Gene and I, my brother, Ed 
O’Korn, of Muncie, Ind., and two 
friends of ours took advantage 
of the offer. We visited the area 
in Slovenia where my father was 
born and raised. Many wonderful 
relatives, whom we had never 
met, treated us royally. On that 
trip we met Milan Kučan, who was 
president of Slovenia at that time. 
It was the trip of a lifetime, and one 
that I will never forget.

“Presently I belong to Lodge 31, 
where I am an auditor. Recently, 
our Slovenian Home in Sharon, 
Pa., celebrated its 100-year an-
niversary, and I was pleasantly 
surprised to receive a plaque for 
66 years of service.

“On Christmas Eve at the Slo-
venian Home in Sharon, for over 
70 years, the alumni and their 
families host a traditional program 
of singing Slovenian and Christ-
mas songs, and the children meet 
Santa Claus. Everyone present 
receives treats and gifts.

“Thank you again for the blan-
ket. I am proud to be an SNPJ 
member and to be a Slovenian.”

Sis. HELEN SCARMACK
Sharon, Pa., Lodge 31

Farrell, PA
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR

Part I
My name is John Just and 

I am a fifth-generation United 
States citizen (third U.S. born) 
of Slovenian heritage on my 
dad’s side. My brother and I 
have done extensive research 
tracing our family heritage 
and its history to the Slovenian 
roots of our great-grandfather’s 
family. We did this over the 
recent Fourth of July holiday 
as my brother and I sat down 
with my grandfather, Donald 
Just (first-generation, U.S. 
born, currently 81 years old), to 
get a first-hand account of my 
family’s immigration from Slo-
venia. Or, as my great-grandma 
Rose (Penko) would have said, 
from “the old country.”

Because of the partnership 
to write our story, Nick and 
I have decided to present the 
findings of our research in two 
separate pieces. This segment, 
Part 1, is about our great-
great-grandfather John (Žust) 
and how he lived in his native 
Slovenia before his emigration.  
Part 2, written by my brother 
Nick, details the history of the 
life of great-great-grandpap 
John, and how he and his wife 
Jane (maiden name Likar) lived 
in the United States after their 
immigration. 

As you read our story, I en-
courage you to find similarities 
with the story of your family’s 
immigration and recall what 
life was like during their im-
migration: Were some left 
behind? What did they leave 
behind? What did they achieve 
in the United States? Did they 
struggle? How have things 
changed? How did they have 
fun?  Were they involved in the 
SNPJ or some other fraternal 
organization? 

The best way to answer 
these questions is through 
discussions with your family 
and utilizing the vast resources 
of the SGSI in Cleveland. Here 
is our brief story...

The first generation of the 
Just (Žust) family to come to 
the United States is represented 
by John (B. 1865 - D. 1941) and 
Jane Likar Žust (B. 187x - D. 
1931). John came first in 1903; 
Jane and middle son Felix in 
1905. John and Jane are my 
great-great-grandparents. John 
(who is the son of John and 
my great-grandfather) and his 
brother Frank were left behind.

Before their emigration, 
John and Jane Žust lived at 

PROSVETA welcomes letters to 
the editor from all SNPJ mem-
bers. All submissions to Letters 
to the Editor must include a name, 
address, Lodge and telephone 
number for verification, and all 
are subject to editing. The views 
expressed in Letters to the Edi-
tor are those of the contributor 
and not necessarily those of the 
Slovene National Benefit Society 
or PROSVETA.
Letters to the Editor submissions 
should be addressed to SNPJ 
PROSVETA, Att’n: Letters to the 
Editor, 247 West Allegheny Rd., 
Imperial, PA 15126. Letters may 
also be faxed to (724) 695-1555 
or e-mailed to prosveta@snpj.
com. Not all letters will be printed 
or individually acknowledged.

Brothers delve into their Slovenian family roots over summer break
Dole 12 (renumbered Dole 
14 by the Italians) in Slovenia 
(Austria, at the time) near the 
then-Italian border. The fam-
ily farm was large (“all that 
the eye could see”), relatively 
prosperous, and located on 
the top of a mildly hilly area 
southeast of Idrija.

The farm property included 
a large two-story home and 
a large three-story barn with 
a lower level for cattle, pigs, 
etc. It also had an adjoining 
building, a blacksmith shop, an 
additional home and barn, etc. 

Of interest, the roof of one 
of the buildings was made of 
thatch. That building burned 
down in later years (light-
ning?). Of further interest is 
the fact that homes in the area 
of that era were built of stone 
or a clay-type material, and the 
walls were roughly two-feet 
thick, serving both cooling and 
heat-retention purposes. Most 
of these buildings still exist in 
useful form.  

The nearest large village, 
Idrija, is noted for its devel-
opment and production of a 
bobbin lace (Idrija lace), and 
for having the second-most-
productive mercury mine in 
the world. The mine has since 
closed.

John and Jane had three 
children at the time of John’s 
departure to America in 1903. 
Where he went in America 
remains to be researched. He 
returned to Slovenia for his 
wife and one child, the middle 
son, Felix, and they then emi-
grated to the United States for 
good. They left behind the 
oldest son, John (my great-
grandfather, who was roughly 
6 years old), and the youngest 
son, Frank (approximately 2 
years old). They elected to take 
the middle son, Felix, who at 4 
years old was the most difficult 
to control. 

They sold the family farm to 
John’s sister and her husband, 
the Bogatajs. They left behind 
many relatives, a number of 
whom had their own large 
farms. Some of John and Jane’s 
brothers and sisters also came 
to the United States, but that 
study is for another time, as is 
the study of the Žust family’s 
early history which appears to 
be traceable to the late 1500s. 

As for John and Jane, we 
believe they sailed from Trst 
(now Triest, Italy) and landed 
at the Ellis Island Port of Entry, 
John for the second time.

Now that the Žusts are in 
America, my brother Nick will 
continue with the remainder of 
the Žust immigration story and 
their life in America in Part 2. 

JOHN JUST
Lodge 6, Fort Wayne, Ind.

Part II
My name is Nick Just and – 

like my brother John, my triplet 
cousins in Fort Wayne, Ind., 
and three cousins in Wichita, 
Kan. – I am a fifth-generation 
United States citizen of Slove-
nian heritage. I am continuing 
the immigration story of the 
Žust family from Slovenia to 
the United States. While Part 1, 
written by my brother John, de-
scribed life in Slovenia, Part 2 
details the new life in America 
for the Žust (now Just) family. 

From Part 1, the first gen-
eration of Justs (Žusts) to come 
to the United States was John 
(B. 1865 - D. 1941) and Jane 
Likar Žust (B. 187x - D. 1931).  
We believe John and Jane 
sailed from Trst (now Triest, 
Italy) and landed at the Ellis 
Island Port of Entry, John for 
the second time.

John and Jane initially 
settled in Primrose, Pa., a 
very small village in Wash-
ington County, southwestern 
Pennsylvania. We don’t know 
the exact location or how long 
they stayed there, but we be-
lieve great-great-grandfather 
John worked as a coal miner 
at that time. They then moved 
to a farm property on North 
Ave. (Brick Hill) in Midway, 
Pa., which was less than two 
miles from their first home in 
America. John quickly became 
a naturalized U.S. citizen in 
1907.

Fast forward 30 years, and 
the North Ave. property is 
where my grandfather, Donald 
Just, was born. The property at 
that time (1940s) consisted of 
numerous acres (around 10), 
a two-story home, an outdoor 
washroom, a cellar built into 
the hillside to store fruits and 
vegetables, a cistern using 
barn roof waters, a cupola, a 
barn, two chicken coops, two 
garages, a workshop, a coal 
shanty, beehives, a smoke-
house, a honey-processing 
area, a winemaking facility, 
and a two-hole outhouse.

But grandpa says the best 
parts of the home were out-
doors: a large garden that 
required horses to plow, a 
huge vineyard (mostly Concord 

grapes, plus token white and 
red grapes), a large variety 
of trees and shrubs (apple, 
pear, peach, cherry, buckeye, 
blackberries, strawberries and 
quince), and many flowers and 
decorative shrubs. 

This property was the spit-
ting image of the farms in 
Slovenia – a project completed 
by John and Jane Žust and 
their family. We say “family” 
because sons John (my great-
grandfather) and Frank came to 
America after the First World 
War, sometime around 1920-
1921. They helped build the 
property to what it was when 
my grandfather was born in 
1939. In the meantime, John 
and Jane’s middle son, Felix, 
had succumbed to the world-
wide flu epidemic of 1918. 

Great-great-grandpa John 
helped build SNPJ Lodge 89 
in Midway, and sons John and 
Frank played in the Midway 
Slovenian Band. The surname 
Žust was changed to “Just” 
sometime in the 1930s to help 
avoid prejudices.

In 2010, my brother and I 
visited Slovenia and had the 
opportunity to see the original 
Žust farm in Dole. That was 
a great experience! It’s still a 
beautiful farm, with beautiful 
people and a beautiful culture. 

Although my great-great-
grandparents, Jane and John, 
passed away in 1931 and 1941, 
respectively, their legacy and 
aspirations for our prosperity 
live on through our recognition 
of them, and thanks to them. 

If you would like to discuss 
anything related to this article, 
I am sure Grandpa Just would 
love to talk – contact Don Just 
at (260) 615-2407.

NICK JUST
Lodge 6, Fort Wayne, Ind.

by KRISTA LAWSON
Lodge 786

ORANGE COUNTY, Calif. 
— Basketball fans from SNPJ 
Lodge 786, along with other 
Slovenians from the local area, 
attended the Los Angeles Clip-
pers Slovenian Heritage Night 
game played Wednesday, Feb. 
5, at Staples Center in Los 
Angeles. 

This event, held in honor 
of Miami Heat NBA all-star 
Goran Dragić, was one in a 
series of NBA Heritage Night 
games designed to extend spe-
cial recognition to star athletes 
from various countries and 
backgrounds.

Twelve children of Slove-
nian ethnicity up to age 12 were 
invited to stand on the court 
in front of the Miami Heat 
during the National Anthem. 
The kids and their families 
also received commemorative 
Slovenian Heritage Night shirts 
and Clippers shirts.

According to Lodge 786 
member Jonathan Lawson, 
before the game families were 
greeted by an event organizer.  
Prior to the National Anthem, 
participating children were es-
corted through an underground 
room and tunnel and brought 
out onto the court. There, they 
stood on the sideline near 
the Miami Heat bench and 
watched a portion of the player 
warm-ups up close. During the 

Lodge 786 members share the L.A. Clippers Slovenian Heritage Night 
NBA game experience

anthem, they lined up directly 
in front of the Miami Heat team 
along the three-point line.

“It was exciting! The sta-
dium was huge, but I was 
surprised how small the court 
felt when I was right next to 
the players,” explained 8-year-
old Evander Lawson, a Lodge 
786 member who attended the 
game with his father, a big L.A. 
Clippers fan. 

“I had fun going through the 
secret tunnel,” he shared, “and 
I even got one of the Clippers 
parachutes with a prize while 
we watched the game!”

Evander also brought home 
a Slovenian Heritage T-shirt 
for his great-grandmother, 
Jean Koci, a longtime active 
SNPJ member. Slovenian 
Heritage Night helped establish 
Evander’s first time at an NBA 
game as an unprecedented 
experience.

This event provided the 
means by which Slovenians 
and Slovenian-born Americans 
could get excited about their 
Slovenian heritage, as well as 
connect and build friendships.  

Lodge 786 Vice President 
John Govednik said, “After the 
game, my wife and I encoun-
tered two Slovenian women 
holding a Slovenian flag right 
outside the Staples Center. 
After numerous ‘selfies’ and 
many laughs, we learned that 
both women have been study-

ing music, one opera and the 
other cello, at the University of 
Southern California. We look 
forward to supporting them 
and watching them perform 
in the future.”

The Govedniks elaborated 
on this special evening: “We 
appreciate that the Embassy 
of the Republic of Slovenia 
brought awareness of this 
event so that we can continue 
to build more recognition of 
our beautiful Slovenian heri-
tage. Hvala!”

Overall, the night was 

enjoyed by Slovenians of all 
ages, and was an amazing op-
portunity to remember.

Lodge 786 would like to 
invite members to our next 
meeting and social, scheduled 
Sunday, March 29, beginning 
at noon at the home of Carol 
Jancich in Laguna Niguel, Ca-
lif. Please bring an appetizer, 
side dish or dessert to share; a 
main dish and beverages will 
be provided. Please RSVP to 
Teresa Koci at (949) 246-1983 
(call or text) or e-mail tkoci@
cox.net.

[Above] The  pre-game ceremony for the L.A. Clippers 
Slovenian Heritage Night game included several children of 
Slovenian descent.
[Right] SNPJ Lodge 786 members PATTY and JOHN 
GOVEDNIK with University of Southern California music 
students from Slovenia.

Photo submitted by Sis. Carmella Smidl (8)

Lodge 8 Spares No Pre-holiday Fun
On Dec. 1, 2019, the members of Delavec Lodge 8 
celebrated Christmas by hosting their annual bowling 
party. Members and their families had a great time bowling. 
Lunch was provided, and everyone enjoyed some delicious 
homemade desserts provided by several Lodge members.

by TONI THOMEY
Lodge 576

CLEVELAND — Greet-
ings, Spartans Lodge mem-
bers. I hope everyone’s year 
has started off great!

We’ve been busy planning 
activities already.  Please 
mark your calendars for our 
annual picnic at the SNPJ 
Farm in Kirtland, Ohio, 
on Sunday, June 28. We’re 
planning to serve all of your 
traditional picnic favorites. 
This year the entertainment 
will be provided by Spartan 
member Joey Tomsick and his 
orchestra. Please see future 
articles for more information.

The weekend of July 
10-12, many members will 
venture out to the SNPJ Rec-
reation Center in Enon Val-
ley, Pa., to enjoy Slovenefest 
weekend. Please note that 
SNPJ is currently accepting 
entries for contestants in the 
Miss SNPJ Pageant. The en-
try deadline is June 10, and 
you must be a single female 

between the ages of 18 and 
28. If you have any ques-
tions, contact SNPJ Fraternal 
Director Kevin Richards at 
the Home Office. 

In the past, we’ve been 
lucky to have a Spartans 
Lodge member wear the 
crown. We’d love to see more 
Miss SNPJs from our Lodge, 
so don’t be shy!

We’re also seeking Lodge 
delegates to attend the Young 
Adult Conference that will 
be held at the SNPJ Recre-
ation Center June 19-21. If 
you interested in serving as 
a delegate and are between 
the ages of 18 and 30, please 
reach out to Secretary/Trea-
surer Linda Gorjup at (216) 
650-1279.

The next Spartans Lodge 
meeting will be held at the 
Slovene Home for the Aged 
on Monday, March 16, start-
ing at 7 p.m. We will be plan-
ning more activities for the 
year and would love to have 
you share your ideas.

Spartans Lodge seeks 
Young Adult delegates

Important figures to consider...
29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

1-800-843-7675

If your coverage is over 5 years old
contact SNPJ for a policy review.

!



56th CAL Don Gorjup Open Golf Tournament
May 23, 2020

at Rolling Green Golf Course, Huntsburg, OH
9 a.m. Shotgun Start

The $80 entry fee covers greens fees, cart, prizes, dinner, and
sandwich and beverage at the turn. Youth entry fee is $72.

Return this form, along with entry fees, to:
Rick Gorjup

7180 Kory Ct., Concord, OH 44077-2221 
Phone: (440) 354-5001 [H] or (440) 773-3233 [C]

Make checks payable to
SNPJ Cleveland Athletic League (CAL)
ENTRY DEADLINE IS MAY 17, 2020

The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament
rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department,

247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

Hdcp.PhoneLodgeName
1.

2.

3.

4.

Check Entry:
 Men Ladies Youth

Contact name: ________________________________________
e-mail: ______________________________________________

1.

2.

1.

2.

All-Events
$5 per 
person

YES/NO

Highest 
Average
2018-19

Lodge
No.

Doubles & Singles Events 
Entry fee $30 per person

Saturday Only

SNPJ 84th National Bowling Tournament
May 2-3, 2020

1.

2.

3.

4.

Highest
Average
2018-19

Lodge
No.

Four-Person Team Event
Entry fee $60 per team

Sunday Only

Submit bowlers’ names by position in lineup

Team name _____________________________________
Team captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

The entry fee in each event is $15 per bowler, $5.40 of which shall be used 
for prizes, and $9.60 for bowling. An extra $5 is charged to all

who desire to compete for handicap all-events prizes.

Return form, along with fees of $15 per person, per event, to:
Gary Smrdel

4251 Oregon St. • Perry, OH 44081
Phone: (440) 280-0009 [Home] • (440) 655-7592 [Cell]

garylodge158@roadrunner.com
Make checks payable to SNPJ Lodge 158
ENTRY DEADLINE IS APRIL 15, 2020

All memberships will be verified at the SNPJ Home Office. 
Complete tournament rules are available by contacting the SNPJ 

Fraternal Department, 247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.
Schedule of entries will be posted online at www.snpj.org.

Colonial Lanes
3210 Wilmington Rd. • New Castle, PA 16105  

Phone: (724) 654-5000
www.coloniallanesbowling.com

Doubles & Singles
Saturday, May 2, 11 a.m.

Team Event
Sunday, May 3, 11 a.m.

by JERRY TROHA 
Lodge 581 Secretary/Treasurer

ST. MARYS, Pa. — Lodge 
581 plans are underway to 
organize events for 2020 as the 
first quarterly Lodge meeting 
will be held Sunday, March 
1, at the Wildwoods Bar and 
Grill in St. Marys beginning at 
12:30 p.m. A dance will be held 
at the conclusion the meeting, 
starting at 2. 

Installation of officers is 
planned. The Lodge officers 
are President Marcia Klancer 
Bleggi, Vice President Pat 
Moore, Secretary/Treasurer 
Jerry Troha, and auditors John 
Moore, Bill Grolemund and 
John R. Troha.

The Lodge 581 Activity 
Report for 2019 was completed 
and submitted to SNPJ Frater-
nal Director Kevin Richards. 
The Lodge qualified for and 
received the 2019 Activity 
Bonus Program award that was 

Lodge 581 completing 
events schedule for 2020

presented by the Home Office. 
The officers and members are 
commended on a job well done.

Additional required paper-
work and reports were also 
submitted to the Home Office, 
including the audit, Lodge 
Meeting Verification, and the 
Election of Officers and Unit 
Activity reports. Lodge 581 
currently has 321 active mem-
bers and 29 youth members, 
along with 367 life insurance 
policies in force.

John Moore (581), Jerry 
Troha (581), John Odonish 
and Bruno Genevro again 
entertained the residents of 
the Pinecrest and Elk Haven 
Nursing Home during their 
Valentine’s Day celebration 
with some fine Slovenian ac-
cordion tunes. The residents 
really enjoy the music.

The following are the next 
scheduled dances for the North 
Central Pennsylvania Polka 

Boosters: Sunday, March 1, 
featuring the Frank Moravcik 
Band at the Wildwoods Bar and 
Grill in St. Marys; on Sunday, 
March 15, the Dick Tady Or-
chestra will be playing at the 
Ridgway, Pa., Eagles Club; 
and on Sunday, March 29, the 
Anthony Culkar Band will be 
performing at the Ridgway 
Eagles Club. All dances are 
scheduled from 2 to 5 p.m.; 

food and drink will be available 
for purchase.

For additional information 
on the Polka Boosters, phone 
Pat Moore at (814) 837-9218 
or e-mail moorski@verizon.
net. To contact Lodge 581 
Secretary Jerry Troha, phone 
(814) 781-6978; e-mail jerome-
troha@gmail.com; or write c/o 
623 Vermont Rd, St. Marys, 
PA 15857.

St. Marys Lodge 581 officers for 2020: [from left] auditor BILL 
GROLEMUND, Vice President PAT MOORE, Secretary/
Treasurer JERRY TROHA, President MARCIA KLANCER
BLEGGI, and auditors JOHN MOORE and JOHN R. TROHA.

BRO. FELTON FSGP 2020
FROM PAGE 1 

the Slovenian culture. I want to thank the 
SNPJ for 15 wonderful years, and for giv-
ing me my start in the fraternal world.”

Greg is the incoming president of 
the Pennsylvania Fraternal Alliance, 
for which he has served on a variety 
of committees, including fund-raising, 
education, budget and banquet, over 
the past few years. He also serves as 
president of the Pennsylvania Fraternal 
Insurance Counselors. As an attendee of 
their national conventions, each year he 
participates in charity events which have 
included fund-raising, clean-up efforts 
and beautification projects. He has also 
participated in a number of local frater-
nal activities, including Join Hands Day, 
blood drives, charity fund-raising, and 
golf and bowling tournaments.

In the Pittsburgh insurance scene, 
Greg has been a member of the NAIFA 

(National Association of Insurance and 
Financial Advisors) for more than 35 years 
and formerly served as president of the 
Washington, Pa., NAIFA chapter. He has 
also been a member of the FSP (Financial 
Service Professionals) for more than 28 
years, previously serving as president 
of the Pittsburgh chapter and currently 
serving on their board as a director. He 
also served two years as chairman of 
the Pittsburgh Business Ethics Awards 
Committee.

Aside from his career, Greg has been 
involved with his church, serving as a 
Eucharistic minister and working the 
church fish frys. He was previously an 
athletic director and coached basketball 
for 10 years.

Greg earned his bachelor’s degree from 
West Liberty University. Interestingly, 
four of the family of five Feltons have 
graduated from West Liberty; one rebel 
graduated from West Virginia Univer-

sity. He also holds the CLU (Chartered 
Life Underwriter) and ChFC (Chartered 
Financial Consultant) designations, an 
FLMI designation from LOMA, and the 
FIC and FICF designations from the Na-
tional Association of Fraternal Insurance 
Counselors.

Greg, who currently works as the 
National Sales Director for NSSLife, has 
been employed as an agent, sales manager, 
regional manager, training consultant and 
national sales manager throughout his 
insurance career. He and his wife Rhonda 
have been married for 40 years and cur-
rently reside in Houston, Pa. They have 
three children and a grandson. 

Bro. Felton will be honored by the 
FSGP at a banquet on Saturday, March 
14, at Bella Sera Event Villa & Catering 
in Canonsburg, Pa. If you are interested 
in attending the banquet, contact SNPJ 
National Secretary/COO Karen Pintar by 
e-mailing kpintar@snpj.com.

Bro. Greg Felton is FSGP 2020 Fraternalist of the Year

by MARY ALYCE FRANCIS
Lodge 584

MILWAUkEE — A big 
thank you to SNPJ District 6 
Athletic Director Sis. Mary 
Donovan (584) for running 
another very successful Tony 
Verbick Memorial Frater-
nal Bowling Tournament in 
January. Members of the local 
fraternals who participated 
helped earn money for their 
scholarship funds. It was a 

fun event, and these fraternal 
organizations coming together 
for a great cause shows what 
we’re all about. Great job, 
Mary, as always.

It was so very nice to see 
Bob Smole at the February 
Badger Lodge 584 meeting. He 
is doing well and looks great. 
We sure did miss him and his 
articles in PROSVETA while 
he was recovering. Continued 
good health, Bob.

Appreciation for annual
Verbick Memorial Bowl

10 PROSVETA
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A CENTURY
in the making

Name _________________________________________

Address _______________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________

Number of copies _______________________________

RETURN THIS ORDER FORM TO
Slovene National Benefit Society

247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA  15126-9774

Payment in full must accompany all orders. Make checks payable to SNPJ.
Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery.

Proud of your SNPJ membership? Then you 
owe it to yourself to delve deeper into SNPJ 
history through the pages of An Inspired Jour-
ney — The SNPJ Story: The First One Hundred 
Years of the Slovene National Benefit Society. This 
richly-illustrated chronicle of SNPJ  history is 
available for purchase.

$15.00 each — plus $2.50 s/h
add $1 shipping for each additional copy ordered

Team Name

Fun-O-Leers

Sloga Family

SNPJ Bowling Legends

Croatian Sensation

Melton Family

Donovans Plus One

All Or Nuttin’

Sloga 1994

Oily Balls

Tappers

Sloga Mixed

Handicap Score

3,028

2,951

2,949

2,912

2,904

2,849

2,809

2,766

2,746

2,616

2,546

Organization-Captain

SNPJ - Tim Donovan

SLOGA - Mary Alyce Francis

SNPJ - Jerry Wucinski

CFU - Greg Panhans

SNPJ - Michele Melton

SNPJ - Mary Donovan

SNPJ - Nicole Danielewski

SLOGA - Chris Carroll

KSKJ - Chad Fischer

KSKJ - Tom Gorenc

SLOGA - Colleen Simonis

Place

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

2020 Tony Verbick Memorial Bowling Tournament Results

by MARY DONOVAN (584)
SNPJ District 6 Athletic Director

MILWAUkEE — The an-
nual Verbick Fraternal Bowling 
tournament was rolled at Lucky 
Lanes on Jan. 18. The day started 
out with an arctic blast of snow, 
but that didn’t impede any of 
the bowlers from being hot on 
the lanes.

We celebrated the 27th year of 
this fine event. Looking back at 
the names of all of the bowlers 
who have participated and the 
bowlers who are still bowling is 
eye opening. There are only two 
bowlers who have participated in 
every tournament year after year, 
Tom Gorenc and myself. For that 
feat, we had Tom Gorenc throw 
out the ceremonial first ball due 
to the passing of Judy Price. 

I know that both Tony and 
Judy were looking down proudly 
at the start of this event! Thanks, 
Tommy.

We had 11 teams that rolled 
their balls in hopes of having 
bragging rights and winning a 
drawing prize or two. We had 
many wonderful drawing prizes 
due to the generosity of members 
and the various groups that par-
ticipated. Thanks so much to all 
of the bowlers from SNPJ, CFU, 
KSKJ and Sloga/CFU.

The drawing wouldn’t have 
been successful without the help 
of our fine volunteers: Briahna 
Lynch, Andrew Lynch, Jane 
Lynch, Sue Mouthey and Debbie 
Taylor.  They survived a frenzy of 
ticket buyers hoping to purchase 
another lot of winning tickets. 
As the numbers were called, the 
bowlers and spectators proudly 
marched over to claim their 
prizes.

Special thanks to the crew at 
Lucky Lanes, Tom Schweiger 
and Jeremy Gorgas. The Slo-
venian sausages and great ser-
vice truly enhanced this event. 
Michelle, we missed you but 
understand you weren’t feeling 
well due to a cold. It is that time 
of the year...

All in all, I believe we can 
chalk this event up as a great 
activity for the Slovenian com-
munity. It’s the partnership that 
binds us to continue to support 
this event. All proceeds from this 
event are donated to scholarship 
funds.

Next year we’re entertaining 
the idea of changing to a 9-pin 
tap tournament. Your thoughts, 
anyone? 

Thank you again for your sup-
port and participation. Until next 
year, be safe and stay healthy.

2020 Verbick Memorial bowlers send pins flying

[Above] SNPJ District 6 Athletic Director MARY 
DONOVAN with Tom Gorence. Mary and Tom have 
participated in all 27 Verbick Memorial tournaments, 
and Tom threw out the ceremonial first ball this year.
[Below] Tournament volunteers Debbie Taylor, SUE 
MOUTHEY (584), ANDREW LYNCH (584), BRIAHNA 
LYNCH (584) and JANE LYNCH (584).


