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The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are May 1 and June 1. All material must 
be received by Wednesday, April 19, for 
the May 1 issue, and by Wednesday, 
May 17, for the June 1 issue. If you are 
concerned about making the deadline, 
send an e-mail to prosveta@snpj.com 
or submit your material via the publica-
tions area of our website, www.snpj.org.
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on the go. 
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to get started.

Home Office closed for 
the Society anniversary
IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office will be closed Monday, April 17, 
in observance of the Society’s 113th an-
niversary. While the Society’s official an-
niversary date is April 6, the Home Office 
staff observes the SNPJ anniversary on 
the Monday after Easter. Normal office 
hours, 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., will resume 
Tuesday, April 18.

The $500 winner of the year-end drawing in
the 2016 SNPJ Recommender Program is:

JENNIfER WISNESkI
Lodge 715, Universal, Pa.

by KAREN A. PINTAR
SNPJ National Secretary/COO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — May we have your 
e-mail address?

We recently started sending out infor-
mation about our fraternal events, things 
happening at the SNPJ Recreation Center, 
news about important policy and/or annuity 
changes and regulations, etc., and we’d love to 
keep you informed and up-to-date on what’s 
happening in the SNPJ.

In this busy world, we sometimes can’t 
reach you by phone or you can’t reach us 
because of work obligations. However, we 
can often correspond with you via e-mail.

If you would, please take a minute to send 
your complete name and e-mail address to the 
SNPJ Home Office at lberty@snpj.com. We 
will make sure to update your information 
and include you on the next e-mail blast we 
send out. We do not share your information, 
so you don’t have to worry about receiving 
unsolicited e-mails as a result of providing 
SNPJ with an e-mail address.

Does the SNPJ 
Home Office 
have your valid 
e-mail address?

CLE ELUM, Wash. — Lodge 371 will 
conduct its spring meeting Sunday, May 
29, starting at 1 p.m. at the home of Sec-
retary Shirley Petrich, 209 W. 2nd St. in 
Cle Elum. All members are invited to 
attend. After the meeting, members are 
invited to assist with cleaning up the SNPJ 
cemetery grounds at Cle Elum Cemetery. 
Tools and work gloves will be provided. 
Please contact Ken Kladnik at (509) 929-
0896 for additional information. 

kEN kLADNIk
Lodge 371 President

Lodge 371 to meet, hold
spring cleanup in May

SHARON, Pa. — Lodge 31 members are 
invited to a dinner meeting Wednesday, 
April 26, at Jess’ Junction, 3640 E. State 
St. in Hermitage, Pa., beginning at 5:30 
p.m. Members will order from the menu 
and the Lodge will cover the meal cost. 
Regular Lodge business and charitable 
contributions for 2017 will be discussed. 
Please RSVP by April 21 to Lodge 
Secretary Barb Bogolin by calling (724) 
347-1197 before 10 p.m.

BARB BOGOLIN
Lodge 31 Secretary

April dinner meeting set 
for Lodge 31 members

CLEVELAND — An invitation is ex-
tended to all V Boj Lodge 53 mothers, 
grandmothers and great-grandmothers 
for a delicious luncheon in your honor on 
Tuesday, May 9, at 1 p.m. at Dubrovnik 
Gardens Restaurant, 34900 Lake Shore 
Blvd. in Eastlake, Ohio. Please RSVP by 
May 2 by calling Lodge Secretary Martha 
Meglich at (440) 884-5043.

PAULINE BARBISH
Lodge 53 President

Lodge 53 honoring all 
mothers, grandmothers

GIRARD, Ohio — Due to the closing 
of Kuzman’s Lounge, SNPJ Lodge 643 
has moved their May 7 dance to the St. 
George Croatian Center, 3200 Vestal Road 
in Youngstown, Ohio. The dance will be 
held from 3 to 7 p.m. with music by the 
Frank Stanger Orchestra. For details call 
Ray Kovac at (330) 824-2154.

RAY kOVAC
Lodge 643 President

Change of venue for the 
May 7 Lodge 643 dance

SNPJ Trailer Court Members Reunite at Florida Days 
SNPJ Lodge 603 in Samsula, Fla., welcomed a nice crowd during their annual Florida 
SNPJ Days event in March. Among those in attendance were a group of SNPJ Trailer 
Court members who traveled from near and far to attend: [first row] event co-chair RUTH 
BENEDICT, WENDY kINNEY, SNPJ National Secretary kAREN PINTAR, JANE CAMPANA, 
PATTI EVANISH, JOYCE HUDSON, kATHLEEN SEIfERT, event co-chair ASHLEY 
BENEDICT, [second row] BUTCH kINNEY, kEN PINTAR, JOE kOSTIk, JAMIE EVANISH, 
ROWLAND HUDSON and BOB RUSS.

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — The 2017 SNPJ 
National Bowling Tournament, sponsored by 
Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138, will be held at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center the weekend of May 
6-7. Bowling will take place at Colonial Lanes 
in New Castle, Pa., and all social activities will 
be held at the SNPJ Recreation Center. District 
1 Athletic Director John Wagner (138) is serving 
as this year’s tournament secretary.

The SNPJ Slovenian Heritage Center will 
host a welcome wine and cheese reception 
Friday, May 5, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. From 
there, join us in the Gostilna for a Cinco de 

Make your plans for the 2017 SNPJ National Bowl
Mayo celebration featuring the great sounds 
of Bobby V’s Live Acoustic Show from 9 p.m. 
until midnight. Food will be available for pur-
chase from the Gostilna on Friday evening and 
throughout the weekend.

On Saturday, May 6, doubles and singles 
events will be rolled at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. at Co-
lonial Lanes. A bus will be available to transport 
SNPJ bowlers between the Recreation Center 
and the bowling center for both shifts. Please 
send me an e-mail addressed to krichards@snpj.
com to reserve your seat on the bus. A minimal 
fee per rider will be collected when you board 
the bus, which will be filled on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

After bowling on Saturday, wear your favorite 
Kentucky Derby hat to the Gostilna to watch 
the big race. Prizes and drink specials will be 
offered. The entertainment will continue into the 
evening with the great music of “BANned from 
Slovenia,” a group featuring Brian O’Boyle, Kim 
Evanish, Terry Skovenski and Joe Alsippi. The 
band will perform in the Gostilna from 8 p.m. 
until midnight.

The team competition will take place at 
Colonial Lanes on Sunday, May 8, with shifts 
starting at 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. Please note 
that the bowling shifts may be combined to one 

SEE SNPJ NATIONAL BOWL
ON PAGE 4

by JEANNETTE HUMPHREY
Lodge 603

SAMSULA, Fla. — Greetings from SNPJ 
Lodge 603 in beautiful Samsula, a small farm-
ing community of Slovenian heritage with an 
SNPJ Lodge that is home to 520 adult members 
and 42 youth members. We have been quite 
active these last few months and have enjoyed 
the hard work and service provided by Lodge 
Manager Cindy Griswold. Give Cindy a call at 
(386) 689-9454 to book the Lodge 603 Hall for 
your special occasion, birthday, anniversary or 
wedding reception.

Lodge officers and members met for a cov-
ered dish dinner and business meeting March 
7. President George Benedict welcomed all 
before thanking all the committee members 
and volunteers who help carry out activities at 

Samsula Lodge 603 focusing on the Easter holiday
our Lodge hall.

Special thanks were given to Ruth Benedict 
and daughter Ashley for co-chairing our annual 
Florida SNPJ Days, which took place March 
3-4. Ruth presented a list of all who helped and 
donated. We were so delighted with a visit from 
Miss SNPJ 2017 Elizabeth “Betty” Hartman and 
her parents from SNPJ Lodge 138 in Strabane, 
Pa. Betty brought greetings to our Lodge and 
talked about how she was enjoying her reign 
as Miss SNPJ.

Our special friend, SNPJ National Secretary 
Karen Pintar, brought greetings from the SNPJ 
Home Office in Imperial, Pa. Sis. Pintar attended 
both days of our festival and presented our Lodge 
with a $200 donation from the SNPJ National 
Board for keeping up with our Slovenian heritage 
throughout the year.

Jeane Novotny made potica for the welcome 
station, and Mary and Lenny Shaw donated wine 
for the occasion. Marc Bouchard and his orches-
tra entertained with special guest Brad Turk.

Another weekend surprise  was a visit from 
Nancy and Joe Novak of SNPJ Lodge 576 in 
Cleveland. Joe added so much when he played 
his accordion during a jam session on Saturday. 
His brother, Louie Novak, who serves on the 
SNPJ Audit Committee, stopped by our event 
Friday night.

Special recognition was given to Frances 
Wessley of Mount Dora, Fla., whose handmade 
quilt was awarded as a prize during the week-
end. The lucky winner was Wayne Malcolm. 
Frances also made several quilts and an Easter 

SEE LODGE 603 EASTER
ON PAGE 8

by KRISTINA HARTMAN
Lodge 138

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — It’s that time 
of year when SNPJ Youth Roundup planning 
is underway! 

Ever since I was a little 7-year-old, Youth 
Roundup has held a special place in my heart. 
Each June as school let out for the summer, 
anticipation grew as I wondered what the theme 
of camp would be. Would my friends be in 
my cabin? Who would win the water balloon 
fight? Even though my years as a camper are 
well behind me, I’ve been fortunate to serve 

Don’t let your children miss out 
on the Youth Roundup experience

as a counselor for the last three camp seasons.
The planning process for Youth Roundup 

starts well before the first camper arrives at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center. In the months prior, 
all of the counselors, who are usually former 
campers, apply for their clearances. Youth 
Roundup counselors have the same clearances 
required by the state for all adults who work with 
children. Conference calls and conversations 
are conducted with SNPJ Fraternal Director 
Kevin Richards to nail down a theme and plan 

SEE 2017 YOUTH ROUNDUP
ON PAGE 5
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Type of Event 
 
 

Site 
 
 

If a concert or dance, who is
performing? 
 
 

Date 

Time 

Who to contact 
 
 

Phone (        )

Complete and return to: 
PROSVETA

247 W. Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA  15126-9774

e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

• APRIL 9 ..... Herminie, Pa., Lodge 87 dance 
upstairs at Lodge 87; 2-6 p.m. Music by 
Mikey Dee. The kitchen will be open and 
a cash bar will be offered. Admission is 
$8 at the door. For information contact 
Shirley Bailley at (724) 864-1606.

• APRIL 9 ..... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 hosts The 
Tady Brothers in the Imperial Room. The 
doors open at 2 p.m.; the kitchen will be 
open. For additional information contact 
the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or e-mail 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• APRIL 22 ... Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 and SASC Bar 
Olympics. Random draw at 1 p.m. for 
two-person teams to compete in three 
games of no-tap bowling, three games 
of darts and double elimination bean 
bags. Games begin at 1:30 p.m. Sign-up 
by calling the Lodge at (412) 221-9862.

• APRIL 22-23 .....Fontana, Calif., Lodge 723 
weekend polka dance at the Fontana 
Slovene Hall; 2-6 p.m. each day. Music 
by Polka Power (Seibert Band). For more 
information contact Frank Rote at (909) 
987-8714 or butnboxr@aol.com.

• APRIL 30 ... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 hosts Polka 
Classics with the Ron Likovic Band in the 
Imperial Room. The doors open at 2 p.m.; 
admission is $8. For more information 
contact the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or 
e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• MAY 7 ........ Fontana, Calif., Lodge 723 jam 
session at the Fontana Slovene Hall; 
2-6 p.m. Local musicians welcome. For 
more information contact Frank Rote at 
(909) 987-8714 or butnboxr@aol.com.

• MAY 7 ........ Girard, Ohio, Lodge 643 dance at 
the St. George Croatian Center, 3200 
Vestal Road, Youngstown, Ohio; 3-7 p.m. 
Music by the Frank Stanger Orchestra. 
For additional information contact Ray 
Kovac at (330) 824-2154.

• MAY 21 .......Region 2 No-Tap Bowling Tourna-
ment hosted by Region 2 Vice President 
Jim Curl at the Sygan Bowling Center, 
Sygan, Pa. Bowling begins at 2 p.m. 
Prizes will be awarded. To sign up call 
(412) 221-986 or stop by the Lodge 6 
clubroom.

• MAY 26-28 ....Fontana, Calif., Lodge 723 Memo-
rial Day weekend at the Fontana Slovene 
Hall. May 26 open house from 4-7 p.m.; 
May 27 polka fest featuring the Button 
Box Divas and Stan Blout from 2-8 p.m.; 
May 28 “Cleveland in California” featur-
ing the Button Box Divas and Fontana 
Button Box Club from 2-8 p.m. For 
information contact Frank Rote at (909) 
987-8714 or butnboxr@aol.com.

• MAY 27 .......CAL Don Gorjup Golf Open at Roll-
ing Green Golf Club, Huntsburg, Ohio. 
Shotgun start at 9 a.m. For details contact 
Rick Gorjup at (440) 354-5001.

• MAY 28 .......Brew & Bean Festival at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For details contact the Recreation 
Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732.

• JUNE 4 .......Fontana, Calif., Lodge 723 polka 
dance at the Fontana Slovene Hall; 2-6 
p.m. Music by the Fred Mlakar Band. For 
more information contact Frank Rote at 
(909) 987-8714 or butnboxr@aol.com.

• JUNE 4 .......Herminie, Pa., Lodge 87 50th an-
niversary celebration in the Crystal 
Ballroom; 2-6 p.m. Music by the Joe 
Grkman Band. Salad bar, buffet and 
dessert table will be offered. Advance 
ticket sales only. For information contact 
Shirley Bailley at (724) 864-1606.

• JUNE 10 .....Slovenian Heritage Center free 
picnic and dance in the Heritage Pavilion 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center, 2-6 p.m. 
Music by the Eddie Rodick Orchestra. 
For more information contact Kathy 
Paulenich at (724) 699-2691.

• JUNE 17 ......Tony Mlinar Sr. Memorial Golf Tour-
nament at New Berlin Hills Golf Course, 
New Berlin, Wis. Shotgun start at 7:30 
a.m. with awards dinner to follow at Lucky 
Lanes, 50th and Howard Ave. For more 
information contact Tom Schweiger at 
(414) 543-7110.

• JUNE 18-23 ... Youth Roundup at the SNPJ Rec-
reation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. For 
details contact Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144, 
or krichards@snpj.com. The deadline 
to register is April 1.

• JUNE 23-25 ... SNPJ Young Adult Conference at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. For registration and event 
details contact Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144, 
or e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

• JUNE 25 .....Westmoreland County (Pa.) Federa-
tion Pretty in Pink Benefit at the Yukon 
Slovenian Hall, Yukon, Pa.; 2-6 p.m. 
Music by the Jack Tady Bears. Food 
and refreshments will be available. For 
more information contact Lois Denning 
at (724) 832-2279.

• JULY 7-9 .....The 36th Slovenefest and the 61st 
Miss SNPJ Pageant at the SNPJ Rec-
reation Center. For details contact the 
Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-767-
5732 or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

• JULY 16-21 .... First Family Week at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For more information contact the 
Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-
767-5732 or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com. 
The deadline to register is May 1.

• JULY 23-28 .... Second Family Week at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For more information contact the 
Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-
767-5732 or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com. 
The deadline to register is May 15.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

by CHARLOTTE PERDAN
Lodge 604

CLEVELAND — SNPJ Lodge 
604 and the Rudy Perdan family are 
sponsoring a fund-raising dinner for 
Parkinson’s Moving Day on April 17 
in the Recher Slovenian Hall clubroom 
from 4:30 to 7 p.m. The menu will 
include Southern-style pork barbecue 
sandwiches, Pam’s coleslaw, Rudy’s 
baked beans and Charlotte’s dessert. 
Tickets are being sold in advance 

so we’ll know how many dinners to 
prepare. Donations are $10 per ticket. 
I can be reached at (440) 352-0189 or 
at charru@roadrunner.com.

Our nephew, Scott “Bill” Perdan, is 
the chairperson for this year’s Moving 
Day Cleveland event. Save the date of 
June 17, the Saturday before Father’s 
Day, and join us in the second Par-
kinson’s Moving Day in Cleveland. 
The event will be held at the Wade 
Oval at University Circle.

Have you ever wanted to partici-
pate in a charity walk but couldn’t or 
didn’t want to walk the mile? If so, 
this is the event for you. Moving Day 
is about all types of movement, from 
face to feet, not just walking. And it’s 
not just for adults, so bring along your 
little ones to enjoy the Kids Zone.

Moving Day is your chance to join 
others and help win the battle against 
Parkinson’s disease. Move with us 
by walking, stretching or doing an 

activity. Together we can raise funds 
and awareness, while celebrating the 
importance of movement for us all to 
stay healthy.

By visiting www.movingdaycleve-
land.org, you can join our team, SLO’s 
- We Polka for Parkinson’s, make a 
donation to our team, set up your own 
team, sign up as an individual, or be 
an anonymous donor.

“People who move change the 
world.”

Lodge 604 hosting Parkinson’s Moving Day dinner in April

by JEAN KOCI
Lodge 786 Secretary/Treasurer

ORANGE COUNTY, Calif. — The 
members of Lodge 786 took part in a great 
meeting and social March 5 at the home of 
Tony Saltikov and Lina Kerwick in San Juan 
Capistrano, Calif. Some 20 attendees enjoyed 
the afternoon at this lovely location, and we 
thank our hosts for their warm welcome.

During the Lodge business meeting, we 
took care of electing delegates to the SNPJ 
TEL Workshop and Young Adult Confer-
ence, as well as discussed a lot of details 
for our June 11 wine and beer tasting picnic 
in Temecula, Calif. There will be more to 
come on this special event. We also discussed 
the April outing at the Newport Beach Film 
Festival.

Despite the clouds and drizzle, we enjoyed 

the view of Dana Point Harbor, as well as 
Catalina Island later in the afternoon. Ev-
eryone enjoyed the tasty food, especially 
Tony’s enchilada casserole!

I’m sorry to report the passing of a dear 
member, Bro. Roy Klotz. Roy always en-
joyed our gatherings, especially when music 
and singing were involved. We extend our 
sympathy to his beautiful wife Myriam, who 
suffered while watching him through his 
long illness. May he rest in peace.

We send our best to the many friends we 
haven’t seen in a while. We hope that you 
make it out for an event sometime during the 
year. If you didn’t receive a 2017 calendar 
of Lodge 786 meetings and events, let me 
know and I’ll send you one. I can be reached 
by phone at (949) 495-0097 or by e-mail at 
ajkoci@cox.net.

[From left] Lodge 786 members ROSEMARY MLAkAR, MARIE BAJC and JULIE 
NAGODE shared a friendly chat over lunch at the Lodge 786 meeting.

Lodge 786 members preparing 
for spring and summer activities

by KATHLEEN SEIFERT
Lodge 643 Secretary

GIRARD, Ohio — As a reminder to 
all members of Golden Eagles Lodge 
643 and Youth Circle 7, our annual 
Easter party will be held Saturday, 
April 8, beginning at 1 p.m. in the 
party room at Amen Corner Grill 

and Sports Bar in Girard. The Easter 
Bunny will be in attendance to usher 
in the Easter festivities, and we have 
a delicious menu planned for all to 
enjoy. There is no cost for Circle 7 
members. Please RSVP by April 3 
to Kathleen Seifert at (330) 883-2513.

The first general membership 

meeting of 2017 for Golden Eagles 
Lodge 643 was held Thursday, March 
16, at Amen Corner. We invite all 
Lodge 643 members to join us for 
our upcoming meetings on April 20, 
May 18, June 15, July 20, Sept. 21, 
Oct. 19 and Nov. 16 at 6:30 p.m. at 
Amen Corner. Come and enjoy pizza 

and dessert after the meeting!
The weather is supposed to be 

improving, so here’s hoping that we 
here in Ohio and Pennsylvania will 
soon be able to enjoy the sights of 
green grass and budding plants, and 
experience the scent of spring flowers 
very soon.

Spring is in the air for Golden Eagles Lodge 643 members

by PATTY CANDELA (576)
SNPJ Trailer Court Civic Assoc.

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. 
— It’s April! It’s that time 
again when the water will 
be turned on, the pool will 
be ready and the smell of 
Slovenian sausages will be 
in the air.

Many of you will be open-
ing up your trailers soon to get 
ready for the 2017 season. The 
SNPJ Trailer Court Civic As-
sociation will hold a meeting 
Saturday, May 27, starting at 
10 a.m. in the dorm. Join us 
afterward, at 4 p.m., for the 
opening party at the barn.

Don’t forget to mark these 
dates on your calendar for our 
upcoming parties: July 29 is 
the balina tournament party 

in the lower pavilion and 
Sept. 23 is the closing party 
in the upper pavilion. Details 
will follow in next month’s 
Prosveta issue and will 
be distributed on flyers. We’d 
also like to remind everyone 
who has Facebook to “Like” 
the SNPJ Trailer Court page. 

President Ashley Russ, 
Vice President Mike Brately, 
Treasurer Patti Evanish and 
Secretary Patty Candela 
would like to encourage ev-
eryone with a trailer in the 
SNPJ Trailer Court to become 
a member of the Trailer Court 
Civic Association. Dues are 
$20 per person; free for chil-
dren 16 and under. 

We’ll see everyone soon 
at the Campsite!

Trailer Court Assoc. 
ready for a new season

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. 
— Are you golfing in the CAL 
Don Gorjup Golf Open on 
Memorial Day weekend? If 
so, you should get on the bus 
and leave the driving to us!

A school bus will depart 
the SNPJ Recreation Center 
grounds on Saturday, May 27, 

at 6 a.m. to get all the golfers 
to the golf course in time for 
the 9 a.m. shotgun start.

The price to ride the bus 
will depend on the number of 
riders, but we’re estimating a 
cost of $30 per person. Seats 
are limited so it’s first come, 
first served. Call Sara Taylor 
at (724) 344-0461 to reserve 
your seat today!

Board the bus for the 
2017 Gorjup Golf Open
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Lawmakers reviewing 
the General Election Act
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Slovenia’s 
General Election Act in currently un-
der review as lawmakers study a series 
of Constitutional Court decisions. The 
majority of the proposed revision refers 
to mail voting and access for the disabled.

A new General Election Bill would, 
for example, fill the legal void on mail 
ballots by requiring that in the event such 
ballots are received after polling stations 
close on election day, the ballots must 
bear proof they were mailed before the 
polling stations closed.

All polling stations would also be 
required to be handicap accessible. Ac-
cording to the terms of the current act, 
local electoral commissions designate 
a handful of polling stations that are 
handicap accessible.

Disabled persons would also be 
automatically eligible for mail voting. 
The current act, which allows for the 
use of special voting devices by dis-
abled persons, would be discontinued 
since it has proven to be inefficient and 
uneconomical.

In addition, candidates for politi-
cal office will have to be registered 30 
days prior to election day, compared to 
the 25-day requirement outlined in the 
current act, which will give electoral 
commissions more time to deal with 
electoral complaints.

The revisions to the General Election 
Act were included in a broader package of 
electoral bills centered around provisions 
that would prevent convicted criminals 
from running for office, but the package 
was rejected in parliament last Novem-
ber. Given the broad support of the new 
revisions, the amendments are expected 
to easily secure the requisite two-thirds 
majority in parliament.

Civil servants join pilot 
program for vehicles
LJUBLJANA (STA) — In Febru-
ary, Slovenia launched a pilot project 
allowing civil servants to use electric 
vehicles instead of gasoline vehicles, a 
project designed to expand the appeal of 
vehicle sharing programs while helping 
to protect the environment.

Employees in the Public Administra-
tion Ministry are now able to participate 
in the Avant2Go vehicle sharing system 
according to the terms of an agreement 
signed in early February. The one-year 
pilot period will determine the feasibil-
ity and cost-efficiency of the program.

Public Administration Minister Boris 
Koprivnikar said the project’s goals 
were to encourage the use of green 
technologies, reduce air pollution, reduce 
the number of cars on the road, and cut 
costs. He said Slovenia was one of the 
first countries in the world to embark on 
such a project, which was coordinated 
with the government’s goal of making 
Slovenia a reference country for green 
digital technologies.

Koprivnikar said the Public Adminis-
tration Ministry had a fleet of 30 cars that 
are 10 years old on average. Maintenance 
costs alone amount to about 400 euros 
($425) per car, per month.

Avant2Go currently operates a fleet 
of electric Smart cars, Renault Zoes 
and BMW i3s in Ljubljana and Murska 
Sobota.

Slovenia establishes a 
formal migration office
LJUBLJANA (STA) — In early March, 
the Slovenian government formally 
established the Office for Migrants and 
Integration, an institution set up in ac-
cordance with the country’s recently 
amended Aliens Act. The new office will 
be responsible for ensuring migrants’ ac-
commodations and health care, as well as 
their integration into Slovenian schools 
and the labor market. The formation of 
the office was motivated by the desire 
to centralize migration-related activities 
in an effort to preserve law and order.

According to Government Secretary-
General Lilijana Kozlovič, the govern-
ment is aware that “migrations are a 
permanent and long-term phenomenon 
in society and is taking timely measures 
needed to address this issue.” The gov-
ernment’s plan for the new office calls 
for a period of three months before the 
office is fully operational.

The Office for Migrants and Integra-
tion will be one of the government’s 
departments. It will start operating on 
June 1 when it assumes responsibility 
for the management of asylum centers 
from the Slovenian Interior Ministry.

At the conclusion of the government 
session, Kozlovič told the press that the 
office would be run by an acting direc-
tor, who “would be appointed shortly.” 
The director will be selected through an 
interview process. 

The office will initially include 34 em-
ployees who will be reassigned from the 
interior, health and labor ministries. Its 
operating budget for 2017 is estimated at 
roughly EUR 4.3 million ($4.5 million), 
and the Interior Ministry will provide 
the premises for the new office, which 
will be housed at the asylum center in 
Ljubljana.

The Office for Migrants and Integra-
tion will oversee integration activities, 
protect migrants’ rights, and coordinate 
activities with non-governmental agen-
cies and international organizations. 

Kozlovič emphasized that the office 
would pay close attention to vulnerable 
groups of migrants, in particular minors, 
unaccompanied minors, the elderly, and 
victims of human trafficking. Thus, 
warnings from representatives of non-
governmental agencies and human rights 
organizations that these groups need to 
be processed and provided with all they 
need are being addressed.

As Slovenian Interior Minister Vesna 
Gyorkos Žnidar has recently explained, 
active participation from all ministries is 
necessary when it comes to migrations, 
which is something the new office is 
expected to achieve.

Prisons are expanding 
to reduce overcrowding
LJUBLJANA (STA) — The Prison 
Administration in Slovenia is gearing 
up for the construction of a new prison 
in Ljubljana and an expansion of the 
women’s prison in Ig to address the 
burning issue of overcrowding.

The new prison is planned in Bizovik, 
a suburban outer borough of Ljubljana, 
and will be able to accommodate 388 
prisoners, Prison Administration direc-
tor Jože Podržaj told the press. 

The women’s prison in Ig, near Lju-
bljana, is slated for reconstruction and 
an expansion so that it will be able to 
accommodate 140 inmates. Construction 
on the women’s prison is expected to be-
gin in 2018, and the prison is expected to 
fully accommodate additional prisoners 
by 2020 or 2021.

The number of female inmates has 
been growing rapidly in recent years. 
In fact, the female prison population 
has doubled between 2010 and 2016. 
According to Podržaj, the reason is likely 
connected to the changing social roles 
of women.

Between 2010 and 2016, there were 
a total of 27 pregnant women at the Ig 
prison, and five children were housed 
with their mothers in the prison during 
the same period.

There are currently 1,387 prison 
inmates, male and female, in Slovenia. 
Although their numbers decreased last 
year by six percent, the prisons neverthe-
less remain overcrowded while the staff 
is overburdened.

The prison staff – which currently 
numbers 845, including 538 judicial 
police officers – “is overburdened and 
burned out,” Podržaj said, which is why 
the Prison Administration is trying to 
increase staffing. He added that there 
were no escapes from Slovenian prisons 
last year, nor were there any reported 
cases of suicides.

The Prison Administration is also 
gearing up to take over security duties 
at the Ljubljana Courthouse in April. A 
total of 15 judicial police officers, who 
have completed special training, have 
been hired for this purpose.

Seed bank emerging 
for indigenous plants
LESCE (STA) — A seed bank for 
indigenous cultivated plants will be 
launched this year in Lesce, with the 
project focusing on boosting food self-
sufficiency in Slovenia.

Seated in the beekeeping center in 
Lesce, the project is being conducted 
by a local development agency, Ragor, 
which is seeking partners as well as a 
name for the seed bank. Those familiar 
with the project have indicated that the 
seed bank will apply for funding as part of 
the LEADER Program, which supports 
rural development projects.

According to Ragor director Stevo 

Ščavničar, organic seeds have already 
been ordered and preparations are un-
derway to secure an appropriate facility. 
“The main purpose of the project is to 
achieve greater food security, which 
would include preserving the genetic 
diversity of seeds and producing quality 
seeds,” Ščavničar said. He added that the 
agency had already carried out a food 
self-sufficiency project in the past which 
established that there was a shortage of 
quality seeds.

Organic farmers are increasingly 
looking to produce their own seeds, but 
the problem is a lack of know-how. “The 
economic pressure, on the other hand, 
forces them to stick only to particular 
types of seeds and produce. This is why 
a lot of local varieties have been lost,” 
Ščavničar noted.

The goal is for the seed bank to be-
come self-sustainable after a few years, 
and be able to survive without the finan-
cial support of local authorities.

Leather maker expanding 
into airline seating
Kidričevo (STA) — In 2016, sales 
revenues of Boxmark Leather, an auto 
upholstery maker based in the town of 
Kidričevo, were similar to 2015, but the 
Swiss-owned company expects strong 
growth in the coming years due to its 
foray into the market for airline seats.

According to general manager Mar-
jan Trobis, Boxmark Leather expects to 
reap the fruit of their new activities this 
year and next year.

Last year, the car seat division fell 
behind projected revenues, but business 
expanded in the airline seat segment. The 
com pany plans overall growth between 
five and 10 percent this year, but the 
aviation industry segment is planned to 
expand by 20 percent.

One of the main ongoing projects is 
the development of an innovative seat, 
designed in cooperation with retailer 
Studio Moderna for aircraft maker Air-
bus, for which they were awarded a EUR 
2 million ($2.1 million) grant from the 
EU. The new seat is said to be more 
comfortable and 30 percent lighter than 
standard seats, which is very important 
in an aircraft since lower weight reduces 
fuel consumption and emissions.

Boxmark Leather is hoping to sell 
the product to aircraft makers beyond 
Airbus, which would bring millions in 
sales. The new seat was recently “re-
ceived with great interest in the United 
Arab Emirates,” Trobis said. Although 
he is aware that such breakthroughs 
usually take time, Trobis believes that 
cooperation with Airbus gives them a 
head start over the competition.

Success in this project would allow 
Boxmark Leather to further stabilize 
production and expand beyond the au-
tomotive and aircraft industries to the 
cruise ship and furniture industries. New 
deals open the door for new jobs at the 
company, which already employs 2,200 
people, but Trobis said the com pany 
would “first focus on a highly qualified 
staff in its R&D department, and when 
orders increase, new produc tion jobs 
would follow suit.”

Rap helping to revive
Slovenian poetry classics
LJUBLJANA (STA) — After a comic 
take on Slovenian literary classics be-
came a smash hit last year, Slovenian 
rapper Trkaj and literary historian Igor 
Saksida have teamed up for a modern 
take on Slovenian poetry classics.

The pair’s book, “Kla kla klasika,” 
is aimed at school children in particular 
since it presents classic works of Slo-
venian poetry in a youthful approach 
utilizing elements of a textbook.

The book takes works by the likes 
of France Prešeren, Oton Župančič, 
Simon Jenko, Dragotin Kette and Simon 
Gregorčič, and analyzes them alongside 
pieces by contemporary poets and rap-
pers, as well as the children’s peers. 
The book is divided into three sections 
covering romantic poetry, darker epic 
poems and lyrical poetry.

During the book’s presentation in late 
February, Trkaj and Saksida said there 
were several obstacles to their work 
resulting from their different views on 
poetry, but they were able to overcome 
them because of their shared love of 
poetry and the desire to bring it closer 
to young readers.

The book also features a CD with rap 
versions of classic poems and original 
rap songs, as well as several tracks with 
background music for readers to try rap-
ping or reciting themselves.
the articles comprising this feature have 
been reprinted with permission from the 
slovenian Press agency (sta).

The history of income taxation in the United States 
began in 1861 when Congress passed the first 
act to tax individual incomes to aid in funding the 

Civil War. Before that time, the government was mainly 
funded through tariffs on imported goods. At first, the tax 
for everyone earning over $800 was three percent. But 
by 1864, an act was passed that created four different 
tax brackets, and those earning $10,000 and above paid 
10 percent in taxes. Ever since then, Congress has been 
enacting, repealing, and enacting again!

Income tax now applies to nearly two-thirds of the 
population, and as April 15 approaches, you can almost 
hear the whole country emit a collective groan. The more 
income you make, the higher your tax bracket, thanks to 
that Revenue Act of 1864 I mentioned earlier. While we 
spend all year looking for ways to make money, by April 15 
we’re trying to find ways to convince the IRS that we didn’t 
earn that much and we don’t owe all those taxes. Taking 
advantage of tax credits, tax exemptions and tax deduc-
tions can help with the bottom line of paying less taxes.

SNPJ can also help with a sizable deduction that will 
reduce your taxable income by giving you the opportunity 
to contribute toward an IRA. If you are under age 50, the 
maximum amount that you can contribute to your IRA and 
deduct from your total income is $5,500. If you are age 
50 or older, the maximum amount is $6,500. If you are 
covered by a pension at work, you need to determine your 
adjusted gross income in order to verify if you are eligible 
for the deduction.

We will fund your IRA with the Loyalty annuity of your 
choice. The Loyalty 8 will earn 3.5 percent interest for 
the first full year, and the Loyalty 5 will earn 3.0 percent 
for the first year. The interest that your money earns is 
tax-deferred, which gives you an added tax benefit. You 
won’t pay taxes on that interest earned until you actually 
withdraw money from the annuity. By the time you start 
using your annuity savings, you may be retired and in a 
lower tax bracket; therefore, you will be paying less taxes 
on that interest.

Other investments may not have the tax-deferred ad-
vantage that SNPJ annuities do. A CD through a bank, for 
instance, will send you a 1099 each year declaring your 
interest income for the year. You must, of course, report 
that amount to the IRS as part of your total income and pay 
taxes on any interest, or gain, that you earned throughout 
the year in that account.

Call your local agent, Lodge secretary or the SNPJ Mar-
keting Department to learn more about this great method 
of lowering your taxes due. If you open an annuity before 
April 15, you can still make a contribution 
toward the 2016 tax year!
• Thought for the Month — “But in this 

world nothing can be said to be certain, 
except death and taxes.”

Benjamin Franklin

Let’s talk taxes
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PROSVETA Crossword
Nursery Rhymes (#0417) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. Covered with water
6. Fox competitor?
9. R&R spots
13. Port in Portugal
14. *Turtle dove’s sound
15. Gorillalike
16. “Animal House” party wear
17. ____ of corn
18. Bank in Mexico
19. *He went to Gloucester
21. *He kissed the girls 
 and made them cry
23. Witch’s curse
24. Like Piper of Hamelin
25. School organization
28. Clare Booth ____
30. Bloodsucker
34. “____ is more”
36. Nevada city
38. Respectable and quiet
40. Military group
41. *Dog’s name-o
43. Like nay-sayers
44. Jason the Argonaut’s wife
46. “In ____ of”
47. 1/60 of mins
48. Dancer’s beat
50. As opposed to gross
52. “Be quiet!”
53. Arrogant snob

55. Simon & Garfunkel, e.g.
57. *One of King Cole’s three
61. *“If wishes were ____”
64. Empower
65. *What Little Miss Muffet 
 did to her curds
67. Kind of wave
69. Hardly worth mentioning
70. Haul with a hitch
71. Pigeon’s perch
72. Simon does what?
73. Emergency helpers
74. Clear, as in blackboard

DOWN
1. Quick on the uptake
2. *Sound of Mother 
 Hubbard’s pet?
3. Mythological ship
4. Narc’s find
5. Youth lodging option
6. Tree having winged fruit
7. Feathery neckwear
8. Welsh dog breed
9. Boxing action
10. Golf club maker
11. Ascus, plural
12. *My dame has lost her what?
15. “Humble ____,” pl.
20. Beyond suburb
22. Unagi

24. Composing or writing
25. *Little Jack Horner’s treat
26. Religious doctrine
27. To one side
29. To furnish with a ceiling
31. J.F.K. or Dulles postings
32. Short for University
 of Miami mascot
33. Unforeseen obstacle
35. Type of cell
37. Curved molding
39. *It ran away with the spoon
42. One up
45. Little application
49. Mining product
51. Dr. Seuss’ Yertle
54. About to explode
56. Twig of willow tree
57. Come clean, with “up”
58. Cuzco valley empire
59. June 6, 1944
60. Data Universal 
 Numbering System
61. Strikes with an axe
62. Cocoyam
63. Droops
66. *Tucker who sings for his supper
68. “Go Set a Watchman” author

The solution to puzzle #0417 will 
run in the May 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media

by KEVIN RICHARDS
Lodge 106

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Greetings 
from SNPJ Lodge 106 in Impe-
rial. We’re playing bar bingo on 
the first and third Thursdays 
of each month. Special early 
bird games start at 6:30 p.m.; 
the first regular game starts at 
7. Our kitchen is open during 
bar bingo.

Our good friends American 
Pie featuring Larry Divis will 
entertain in the Lodge 106 
clubroom on Saturday, April 

8, from 8 to 11 p.m. There is 
no cover charge for this per-
formance, which will be open 
to the public, and our kitchen 
will be open. 

A polka dance is scheduled 
in the Imperial Room at Lodge 
106 on Sunday, April 9, featur-
ing the Tady brothers, Jack and 
Dick. The doors will open at 2 
p.m. This performance is open 
to the public and our kitchen 
will be open.

There are two upcoming  
“Seems Like Old Times” 

dances planned in the Imperial 
Room: on Sunday, April 23, 
and on Sunday, May 28. Both 
dances will take place from 7 
to 10 p.m. with music by the 
Wally Merriman Group. Our 
kitchen will open at 5 p.m., 
offering a dinner buffet for 
$10. Admission  for each dance 
will be $10 at the door. Come 
out and enjoy these ballroom-
style dances as we celebrate 
the music of America’s greatest 
generation!

Polka music will again fill 

the air on Sunday, April 30, 
as we welcome Polka Classics 
with the Ron Likovic Band to 
the Imperial Room stage. The 
doors will open at 2 p.m. and 
admission is $8. This perfor-
mance is open to the public and 
our kitchen will be providing 
a wonderful menu.

The SNPJ Lodge 106 car 
cruises are returning! Our first 
car cruise of 2017 will be held 
Sunday, May 21. Our good 
friends American Pie will be 
providing the entertainment, 

and cruise schedule magnets 
will be available for the first 
100 cars.

All of the Lodge 106 car 
cruises run from noon until 4 
p.m. and feature live entertain-
ment, a food buffet, drinks, a 
50/50 drawing and door prizes, 
all on our level paved parking 
lot and in our air-conditioned 
clubroom. Bikes are always 
welcome too!

Lodge 106 has many more 
fun activities planned for the 
summer, so look in future 

Prosveta issues for details.
Would you like to receive 

periodic e-mails from Lodge 
106 about upcoming events and 
important announcements? If 
so, send an e-mail to snpj106@
gmail.com and we’ll add you 
to our list.

Keep track of all the ac-
tivities going on at Lodge 106 
by visiting the “Upcoming 
Events” page on our website, 
www.snpjimperialpa.com. 
Don’t forget to “Like” SNPJ 
Lodge 106 on Facebook.

Car cruise season is just around the corner at Imperial Lodge 106

PUEBLO, Colo. — Sis. 
Cora Hribar celebrated 
her 100th birthday on 
Saturday, Feb. 25, in 
Walsenburg, Colo., at 
the Walsenburg Com-
munity Center. Around 
200 family members 
and friends came from 
as far away as Washing-
ton ,Ohio and Maryland 
to celebrate.

Cora is a lifelong 
resident of Southern 
Colorado. She was born 
at the foot of the east 
Spanish Peaks on her 
family’s ranch. She 
married Jake Hribar in 
1947 and had two children, Joyce and James.

Sis. Hribar has been a member of the SNPJ for over 65 
years, originally with the former Lodge 299 in Walsenburg 
and currently with Lodge 577 in Pueblo.

ANNOUNCE IT

A centennial celebration 
for Lodge 577 member

Lodge 577 member Sis. CORA 
HRIBAR celebrated her 100th 
birthday in February in the com-
pany of 200 family and friends.

SNPJ NATIONAL BOWL
FROM PAGE 1 

shift each day based on the 
number of bowlers entered.

There are still cabins avail-
able for rent at the Rec Center 
for the National Bowling 
Tournament weekend. Please 
call the Rec Center at 1-877-
767-5732 to reserve your cabin. 
A block of rooms has also been 
secured at the Hampton Inn 
in New Castle. The special 

rates are $129 per night for 
two double beds, and $119 per 
night for one king bed. Call 
(724) 656-0000 and mention 
“SNPJ Bowling Tournament” 
to receive these rates. The 
deadline to reserve your room 
is April 6.

We look forward to again 
welcoming our bowlers to 
the Recreation Center for 
the SNPJ National Bowling 
Tournament.

National Bowl rolls into the 
recreation Center May 6-7

by SAMANTHA VOLPE
Lodge 158

EUCLID, Ohio — A wise man once said, 
“A goal without a plan is just a wish.” Our 
wish is to keep Loyalites Lodge 158 alive 
and flourishing, and we make our plans 
to do just that on the second Thursday 
of every month at Recher Hall in Euclid.

There were only 11 members in at-
tendance at our March meeting, and 
although this was one of our smallest 
meetings to date, there usually aren’t that 
many more in attendance. We’d like to 
thank those who do attend and constantly 
volunteer, but we really are in need of 
more participation. We constantly need 
new ideas for events, and people to help 
make those events a success.

Unfortunately, President Pat Never 
was absent from the March meeting, 
so newly-appointed Vice President Don 
Srnick filled in as acting president. Need-
less to say, a lot of topics were tabled for 
the next meeting, so our April meeting 
will be full of decisions to be discussed. 

We appreciate the effort, Don!
In my last Prosveta article, I men-

tioned a Margaritaville party hosted by 
Lodge 158 at Recher in the lower hall. The 
official date is May 13. We’re planning 
to serve pulled pork sandwiches, fruit 
kabobs and, of course, margaritas! If 
you’d like to listen to some Jimmy Buffet 
tunes, pull out your Hawaiian shirt from 
your closet and join us! Contact Gary 
Smrdel at (440) 655-7592 for details on 
the Margaritaville party. 

As another reminder, our SLO-ISH 
Bowling Tournament is coming up on 
April 22. Don’t forget to sign up; we need 
all the Slovenians we can get! If you’d like 
to bowl, please contact Colleen Frank at 
(216) 347-3205.

The Loyalites Lodge 158 picnic will 
be held July 30 and this year’s theme is 
baseball, so wear your favorite team’s 
colors and logo. We’re getting baseball-
themed Loyalites shirts printed too. If 
you’d like one to wear for the picnic, 
please contact Daniella Volpe at (440) 

289-3271. There will be lots of fun games 
and activities at the picnic, and the Eddie 
Rodick Orchestra will be playing. Hope 
to see you all there!

The SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, Ohio, 
is currently looking for new caretakers. 
They’re always looking for an extra set of 
hands to help out, so if you know anyone 
who might be interested, please contact 
Farm Board President Greg Volpe at 
(440) 525-0048.

I’d like to wish a happy birthday to 
my grandmother, Jo Minello, who turned 
94 on March 14. Happy birthday as well 
to my aunt, Madelyn Johnson, who will 
celebrate on April 7. My father, Greg 
Volpe, will be turning 61 on April 13, 
so happy birthday, dad! And happy an-
niversary to my parents, Greg and Gina 
Volpe, on April 25.

If there are any birthdays or special 
happenings you’d like me to write about 
in the Lodge 158 monthly article, contact 
me at (440) 376-7660 so we don’t miss 
anything important!

Loyalites Lodge looking to boost participation

Important figures to consider...

29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

1-800-843-7675

!
If your coverage is over 5 years old,

contact SNPJ for a policy review.

by TONI THOMEY
Lodge 576 Recording Secretary

CLEVELAND — Hello 
to all Spartans Lodge 576 
members! 

Just a quick note to remind 
all of you that our next Lodge 
meeting will be held at Wa-
terloo Hall on Monday, April  

10, beginning at 6:30 p.m. We 
will be working on planning 
our fall volunteer event, so 
please bring ideas!

Mark your calendar for 
our annual picnic, scheduled 
July 23 at the SNPJ Farm in 
Kirtland, Ohio. Entertainment 
will be provided by our very 

own Patty Candela (Patty C 
& The Guys) and Joey Tomsic 
(the Joey Tomsic Orchestra)! 
And don’t forget about our 
annual casino bus trip tak-
ing place Saturday, Nov. 18. 
Please check future Pros-
veta articles for additional 
information.

If you have some wonderful 
news, a special event, joke or 
funny story to share, please 
feel free to contact me by 
phone at (216) 744-4710 or 
by e-mailing athomey28@
icloud.com. I’d love to share 
member activity in our Lodge 
articles throughout the year.

Spartans Lodge 576 planning for volunteer event

by PAULA GIORDANO
Lodge 577

PUEBLO, Colo. — SNPJ Lodge 577 held 
their annual luncheon meeting Feb. 26. 
Thirty-four members were in attendance, 
including the recipients of the 2016 Lodge 
scholarships, Shawnee Curran and Taylor 
Hand. We also celebrated two special 
birthdays: for Cora Hribar, 100, and for 
Louis Curran, 76.

The group was honored by the pres-
ence of Caroline Brown and her son 
Tom from Hughesville, Md. Caroline is 
a former SNPJ Regional Vice President 
who served on the National Board. In 
the past, she was active with the former 
SNPJ Lodge 299 in Walsenburg, Colo. 

Also in attendance were Jim and Dorthy 
Creed from Ohio.

Tom Brown shared details of his recent 
trip to Slovenia. His stories were enjoyed 
by everyone in attendance.

During the short business meeting, 
ideas were presented about future vol-
unteer opportunities to be considered. 
The scholarship application for 2017 was 
included in the meeting notice mailing.

For the social activity, we played a fun 
game of charades created by our talented 
secretary, Mary Davis. Great fun!

The next regularly scheduled Lodge 
577 meeting date is Sunday, June 4, with 
the scholarship committee meeting to 
be scheduled by Chairman Bart Evans.

2016 SNPJ Lodge 577 scholarship 
recipients: SHAWNEE CURRAN 
[above] and TAYLOR HAND.

Pueblo Lodge 577 recognizes 
their scholarship recipients
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Melodia Button Box — C, F, B

Excellent Condition!
(case included)

Call (412) 793-9441 for price & details.

FOR  SALE:

Official Proceedings
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
Jan. 25, 2017
The meeting was called to order at 2 p.m. by President Evanish 
with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
The minutes from the Jan. 11, 2017, meeting were read and 
approved.
Discussed board education for the upcoming meeting of the Na-
tional Board. Our auditor, Leo Hannah, will provide a presentation 
on the various schedules that are part of the annual statement.
Approved a donation of $500 to the American Slovenes of Western 
Pennsylvania for the Slovene Radio Program.
Discussed the SNPJ Recreation Center, end-of-year results, 
ideas for increasing revenue for 2017.
President Evanish reported that the tour to Slovenia this year is full.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:40 p.m.

Feb. 2, 2017
The meeting was called to order at 2 p.m. by President Evanish 
with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
The minutes from the Jan. 25, 2017, meeting were read and 
approved.
Discussed the agent sales campaign for 2018. Sales Director 
Brian Ferris is working on putting together a trip.
Discussed the Recreation Center website, the updates requested, 
and timeline for completion, and reviewed the analytics available 
from the site.
Approved the renewal of the health care plan for all employees 
after reviewing the proposals from the broker.
Discussed the e-mail blasts that will be sent out announcing the 
Fraternal Weeks and events this summer at the Recreation Center.
Reviewed the information approved by the SNPJ Recreation 
Center Committee for the refurbishment of the basement for 
the Heritage Center. The Heritage Center will incur the costs 
involved with this refurbishment.
Approved payment of $50 for membership fee for Friends of 
Slovenian National Home.
Approved payment of $75 to West Allegheny School District for 
a half-page ad in musical theatre program book.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:10 p.m.
JOSEPH C. EVANISH
National President/CEO

kAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — Sis. Julia Clark of Lodge 
776 has outlived her life insurance policy. She writes: 

“I was born in East Palestine, Ohio, on Feb. 7, 1921, 
a daughter of John and Mary Cuk Bozick. My parents 
emigrated from Godovič, Slovenia; my father in 1905 and 
my mother in 1911 with five children. I have lived here my 
whole life. 

“In 1951 I married Robert D. Clark, my husband of 32 
years. We had four children, Gary, Mary Ellen, Sherry 
and Kathy, all of whom are members of Lodge 776. Our 
original membership was with the former SNPJ Lodge 55 
in East Palestine. My father was the Lodge secretary for 
many years. I have a large photo of the Lodge 55 members. 
I remember my father telling the story that the picture was 
not taken until all members had a complete suit to wear.

“Due to my failing eyesight, I am now living at The 
Meadows, an independent living facility in East Palestine.

“Sending my best wishes for the continued success of 
our great Society.”

On behalf of the members of Lodge 776 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we extend our best wishes to Sis. 
Clark for continued health and happiness.

SNPJ a 
family 
affair for 
member

Sis. JULIA CLARK (776)

Outlived Members
best wishes to our

Badger Jabber
by BOB SMOLE 

Lodge 584

MILWAUKEE — The regular February 
meeting of Badger Lodge 584 was very 
short and sweet as several Lodge officers 
were absent, namely Secretary/Treasurer 
Jeff Mlaker, who was ill, and Recording 
Secretary Mary Donovan, who was out 
of town on business. Member attendance 
was also very low.

Sis. Jan Gehm gave a report regarding 
ongoing events sponsored by the Slovenian 
Union of America. Their projected cal-
endar of events is very active and will be 
covered in this article and future articles. 

We also heard a short report on the 
Tony Verbick Fraternal Memorial Bowling 
Tournament, which was well attended. A 
winners report is forthcoming.

A discussion was held on the possibility 
of changing the Lodge meeting location 
and date. Brothers Tim Donovan and Bob 
Smole looked into that matter and reported 
at the March meeting.

Bro. Tom Gehm was the winner of the 
attendance award, and Bro. Tim Donovan 
won the extra prize donated by Bro. Tom 
and Sis. Jan Gehm. There were no birthday 
celebrants, so the meeting was adjourned 
before coffee and desserts were served and 
enjoyed by those present.

Slovenian Union of America Branch 
#43 invites anyone interested in learning 
how to put together traditional Slovenian 
butara to a learning session on Saturday, 
April 8, at Triglav Park in Wind Lake, 
Wis., starting at 10 a.m. Then on April 9, 
Palm Sunday, you can meet at St. John the 
Evangelist Church, 8500 W. Cold Spring 

Road, for 8 a.m. Mass. A special procession 
including the wearing of narodna noša (if 
you have one) and carrying your butara 
will take place. Guests are encouraged to 
wear a red carnation as a symbol of our 
Slovenian heritage. 

Following Mass, a free will pancake 
breakfast will be served in St. John’s base-
ment. Everyone is invited. For information 
phone Helen Frohna at (262) 821-5295. 

St. John the Evangelist KSKJ Branch 
#65 is sponsoring the Charles Mouradian/
Debbie Nowak Memorial Nine-Pin Tap 
Bowling Tournament at the New Berlin 
Ale House, 16000 W. Cleveland Ave., 
Sunday, April 30. Proceeds will support 
suicide awareness and the local lodge 
scholarship fund. Contact Diane Moura-
dian at (262) 365-9898 for details.

The SNPJ Balina League is getting 
prepared for the coming summer league.  
A Monday, May 1, meeting will get things 
started. The meeting will begin at 6 p.m.  
at Veterans Memorial Park, 70th and W. 
National Ave. Play will commence on 
Monday, May 8, and will run each Monday 
evening through August. There will be 
two shifts of play, starting at 6 p.m. and 
at approximately 7 p.m. Teams should be 
made up of two adult men and two adult 
women. If you are interested in joining the 
league, contact Lynn Brozovich at (414) 
573-0981. Newcomers are welcome and 
encouraged to participate.

Good news! The Slovenian Retirees 
are re-forming. There was an interest in 
bringing the group together again, so sev-
eral meetings were held. The group is still 
working on some final details, but the new 
officers are President Rita Majerle-Klug, 
Vice President Karen Janezic, Treasurer 
Joan Winkleski and Corresponding Sec-
retary Linda Saje. Best wishes to the new 

officers for a great year, and congrats for 
their efforts to re-organize this group. 

If you are interest in joining this group, 
they will be meeting on the third Tuesday 
of the month from March through Decem-
ber; there are no meetings scheduled in 
January and February. Meetings take place 
in the West Allis Library Constitution 
Room at 1 p.m. The location is handicap 
accessible and there is plenty of parking. 
Coffee, water, snacks and desserts will 
be available during the meeting, with 
time for cards or other games afterward. 
Get involved early and help put the fin-
ishing touches on this newly re-formed 
organization.

I recently followed up with some of 
the Badger Lodge members who are (or 
were) on our sick list. Bro. Don Wene is 
doing well at his Crivitz, Wis., home after 
successful heart surgery. Sis. Judy Price 
informs me that she continues with her 
medical treatments which are coming to 
an end, and that she is feeling great and 
has received good outlook reports.

Bro. Tom Gehm went into the hospital 
March 21 for heart surgery to replace a 
valve. Our thoughts and prayers are with 
you, Tom, and we wish you a speedy re-
covery. I’m also addressing some medical 
problems. Aging presents many unfore-
seen circumstances... and fun is not one 
of them. I am scheduled for some testing 
in the next several weeks to determine 
exactly what is happening and what course 
of action to follow.

The next regular Badger Lodge 584 
meeting will be held Thursday, April 13.  
The meeting will start at 7 p.m. sharp. 
The usual coffee and desserts will fol-
low. There is plenty of parking and the 
building is handicap accessible. Come 
and check us out!

2017 YOUTH ROUNDUP
FROM PAGE 1 

activities. We all try to bring 
our own expertise to the 
week. For example, my sister 
Betty and I always volunteer 
to handle the camp songs, 
while other counselors focus 
on sports or crafts.

Last year’s camp was a 
great deal of fun! We chose the 
theme of “Summer Olympics,” 
and each cabin was assigned a 
country. The counselors really 
tried to get into the theme and 

brought flags and decorations 
from home to liven up their 
cabins. When the campers ar-
rived, they made hats and flags 
to represent their country. The 
first night kicked off with the 
opening ceremony and hay-
ride before the bonfire. The 
week continued with events, 
crafts and games as campers 
competed for points to win the 
gold medal.

As usual, the SNPJ Slove-
nian Heritage Center presented 
a wonderful midweek program 

with crafts for the campers. The 
week was topped off with a car-
nival sponsored by the Western 
Pa. Slovene Federation. Camp-
ers got to “pie” counselors in 
the face, play carnival games 
and enjoy cotton candy.

As the week came to a 
close, parents were invited to 
the closing ceremony where 
prizes were awarded to the 
winning cabin. I’m sure the 
campers went home with great 
memories of new friendships 
and fraternal fun.

Youth Roundup 2017 is 
shaping up to be another great 
week! I know I speak for all 
the counselors when I say we 
would love to have your chil-
dren and grandchildren join us 
for a fun, safe and affordable 
week. It truly is a wonderful 
experience. 

If you need additional in-
formation, contact Fraternal 
Director Kevin Richards at the 
SNPJ Home Office by phoning 
1-800-843-7675 ext. 144, or e-
mailing krichards@snpj.com.

sNPJ Youth roundup an experience not to be missed

Looking for information 
on your SNPJ life insur-
ance and annuity policies? 
Simply log on to snpj.org 
and follow the step-by-step 
instructions.

at your fingertips
information

SNPJ Scholarship fund Donations
for the month of February 2017
Verbick Memorial Fraternal Bowling Tournament,
Milwaukee ................................................ $209.32
SNPJ Lodge 757, Price, Utah ........................$150
 In memory of deceased Lodge 757 members
SNPJ Lodge 225, Girard, Kan. ....................... $30
 In memory of Rose Campbell
SNPJ Lodge 225, Girard, Kan. ....................... $30
 In memory of Frances Oblak
Caryn Klee, Cheswick, Pa. ............................. $25
 In memory of Frank F. Pivik
Margy Oravec (138), Patty Oravec (138)
and Mary Maceyko, Strabane, Pa. ................. $20
 In memory of Mary Simko

Agnes DeJohn (138), Washington, Pa. .......... $10
 In memory of Mary Simko

The following donations were made
in memory of Dorothy Yarkosky:

Don Verholtz (138) & family, Canonsburg, Pa. ...$100
Larry & Marie Kostyal, Rich & Claudia Eckert,
Gerry & Nancy Senn and Bob & Eileen McElhone,
Pittsburgh ......................................................$100
Edward & Agnes Engel and son (138),
Canonsburg, Pa.............................................. $25
Gregory Thompson & Allison Engel (138),
Pittsburgh, Pa. ................................................ $25

Karen Macerelli, Bridgeville, Pa. .................... $20

Conrad & Janice Yarkosky (138),
Canonsburg, Pa.............................................. $20

Roberta DeJohn, Washington, Pa. ................. $20

Ken & Andrea Yarkosky (138), Strabane, Pa. ... $20

Jay & Carole Fatigati (138), McMurray, Pa. .... $20

Wes & Beckie (138) Hoffman, Strabane, Pa. ..$10

Ron (138) & Julie Yarkosky, Canonsburg, Pa. ..$10

by JERRY WATSON
Lodge 34 Secretary/Treasurer

INDIANAPOLIS — Dober 
Dan! The members of Lodge 
34 held their first quarterly 
meeting of 2017 on March 12, 
during which time our officers 
were reinstalled. 

Lodge members have de-

cided to continue our support 
of the Slovenian National 
Home (SNH). We are plan-
ning to serve an Italian din-
ner on Friday, April 28, at 
the SNH. 

Come down to the SNH and 
enjoy dinner! All proceeds will 
benefit the SNH.

Indy Lodge 34 serving 
an SNH dinner April 28

The cookbook sponsored by the 
SNPJ Heritage Center is now on 
sale! For additional information, 
contact the SNPJ Recreation Center 
toll-free at 1-877-767-5732.

$20 each
plus $3 s/h for first 2 copies

For 3 or more books,
add $1 shipping for each copy.

Name _________________________________________

Address _______________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________

Phone ____________________ Number of copies ____

Return this order form to:
SNPJ Heritage Center • 270 Martin Road • Enon Valley, PA  16120

Cookbook for
the Ages

Make check or money order payable to SNPJ Heritage Center.
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SNPJ fraternal sympathiesSNPJ Crossword
ASTROLOGY (#0317) solution

In loving memory of our beloved mother, 
grandmother and great-grandmother

It has been 15 years since you left us...

Mary Lipovec GLad
February 12, 1904 - April 21, 2002

Sadly missed by her family
Mary Lou vidergar;

Frank, Gretchen, anna & Ivan;
and Lisa, Keith & Mia.

*     *     *

in LovinG MeMory
of our dear brother and friend

Tony (“Sonny”) Kren

Girard, Ohio, Lodge 643

We Miss You

June 14, 1940 — April 11, 2011

sis. VirgiNia M. Mikrut
• Lodge 686 •

WEST ALLIS, Wis. — 
The Mikrut family and the 
members of Lodge 686 sadly 
announce the Jan. 7, 2017, 
passing of Sis. Virginia M. 
(Sever) Mikrut, 97, in Keystone 
Eagan Community, Eagan, 
Minn., with her daughter, 
sister, granddaughter, great-
granddaughters and niece by 
her side.

Sis. Mikrut was born July 
29, 1919, in Duluth, Minn., 
to Anna (Rozich) and Frank 
Sever. She was married in 1940 
to George J. Mikrut Sr. They 
were married for 58 years until 
his death in 1998.

Virginia was a devoted and 
beloved wife and mother. She 
welcomed visitors with her 
beautiful smile, spirited laugh 
and homebaked goods while 
doing the Daily Jumble or 
working on crossword puzzles.

Strong in faith, Virginia be-
longed to Good Shepherd and 
St. James Catholic Churches. 
She displayed a rare gift of un-
derstanding, open-mindedness 
and acceptance of all.

In addition to her SNPJ 
Lodge 686 membership, Sis, 
Mikrut was a member of TOPS 
and the Slovenian Women’s 
Union, and she volunteered at 
Food Shelf.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband, George J. 
Mikrut Sr.; her oldest daugh-
ter, Marguerite Brandenhoff; 
her parents; three brothers, 
Francis, Lawrence and Philip 
Sever; four brothers-in-law, 
Irvin “Bud” Tverberg, Joseph 
and Frank Mikrut, and Donald 
Vormwald; and four sisters-in-
law, Margaret “Margie” (Mik-
rut) Gardonio, Helen (Mikrut) 
Swiderski, Eva (Mikrut) Bas-
tien and Aloha “Toy” Mikrut.

She is survived by three of 
her four children, George J. 
(Ellane) Mikrut Jr., Janet Mik-
rut (George Chemeche) and 
Patricia (Ostrowski) Sever; two 
grandchildren, Yvonne (Os-
trowski) Strickland and Mark 
(Jessica) Brandenhoff; five 
great-grandchildren, Jasmine 
and Jade Strickland, and Isabel, 
Zoey and Isaac Brandenhoff; a 
sister, Althea (Sever) Tverberg; 

three sisters-in-law, Margaret 
Sever, Helen (Nassin) Sever 
and Loretta “Dolly” (Mikrut) 
Vormwald; and a brother-in-
law, Michael “Micky” Mikrut.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Mikrut 
on Jan. 14 in St. James Catholic 
Church with Rev. Fr. James 
Bissonette officiating. Burial 
followed at Oneota Cemetery.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 686 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Mikrut’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

sis. elsie J. FuriN
• Lodge 643 •

GIRARD, Ohio — The Furin 
family and the members of 
Lodge 643 sadly announce the 
Feb. 14, 2017, passing of Sis. 
Elsie J. Furin, 92, of Girard, 
at her residence surrounded 
by her family.

Sis. Furin was born Sept. 
20, 1924, in Girard, a daugh-
ter of Anton and Francis 
(Sivic) Dezman. She worked 
in payroll at McDonald Steel 
and Youngstown Municipal 
Railway, but for most of her 
life she was a devoted wife 
and mother.

In addition to her SNPJ 
Lodge 643 membership, Elsie 
was a member St. Rose Church, 
as well as CFU and the Girard 
Senior Citizens.

Left to cherish her memory 
are her sons, Daniel Furin and 
Michael (Tracie) Furin; and her 
grandchildren, Richard Adam 
(Kristen) Furin and Angela 
Michelle (Andrew) Elam.

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by 
her husband, Adam Joseph 
Furin – whom she married June 
2, 1951 – on March 11, 2011; 
three sisters and two brothers.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Furin 
on Feb. 18 at St. Rose Church 
in Girard. She was interred at 
Greenhaven Memorial Park 
next to her husband.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 643 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Furin’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

sis. Mary siMko
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
announce the Feb. 15, 2017, 
passing of Sis. Mary Simko, 
89, of Canonsburg, Pa., in 
Canonsburg Hospital.

Sis. Simko was born March 
4, 1927, in Strabane, a daughter 
of the late Joseph Kern Sr. and 
Mary Pere Balle Kern. She 
worked at the former Canons-
burg Pottery for 33 years. She 
loved to shop, clean and spend 

A 65-year member of SNPJ Lodge 138
in Strabane, Pa.
The daughter of Anton & Mary DeLost.
Married 50 years to Richard Abraham.
Survived by sons Richard & Michael.
A lifetime beautician & life counselor.

            In loving memory of 
Lucy DeLost AbrAhAm

May 30, 1929  —  Feb. 8, 2017

DEATHS REPORTED
For the month of January 2017
   DATE Of
LODGE NAME DEATH CITY-STATE
 A01 Frances C. Blasi 04-13-2015 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 A01 Joseph P. Schmetter 12-27-2016 Cresskill, N.J.
	 A02	 Rosemarie	Kustes	 12-26-2016	 West	Mifflin,	Pa.
 FD4 Stanley Ivosevic 12-10-2016 McKees Rocks, Pa.
 FD4 Marie J. Zieger 12-01-2016 McKees Rocks, Pa.
 2 Catharine A. Papish 11-26-2016 Geneseo, Ill.
 5 Sylvia A. Nagy 07-20-2016 Ocala, Fla.
 5 Lillian Toman 12-01-2016 Eastlake, Ohio
 5 Allan A. Lunder 09-30-2016 Hudson, Ohio
 6 Anne E. Stutzman 11-17-2016 Carnegie, Pa.
 6 Albert C. Ramous 11-18-2016 Bridgeville, Pa.
 6 Mildred G. Agnew 12-31-2016 Houston, Pa.
 33 Eugene E. Standley 11-28-2016 Woodruff, S.C.
 41 Edward M. Hooley 10-18-2016 Claridge, Pa.
 106 Jerry J. Kunes 11-22-2016 Port Orange, Fla.
 106 Jacob C. Guzel 11-28-2016 Bridgeville, Pa.
 106 Betty L. Frew 12-30-2016 Moon Twp., Pa.
 138 Agnes A. Yeaney 01-04-2016 Waynesburg, Pa.
 138 Marjorie Ondrik 01-01-2017 Washington, Pa.
 138 Gerald H. Wagner 12-05-2016 Canonsburg, Pa.
 138 Frank Barbish Jr. 12-11-2016 Canonsburg, Pa.
 153 Frank Bochenek 01-03-2017 Poland, Ohio
 158 Walter H. Zlatoper 10-27-2016 Lyndhurst, Ohio
 158 Kathleen Braddock 01-02-2017 Willoughby, Ohio
 165 Florence Boniella 01-01-2017 Perryopolis, Pa.
 218 Phyllis K. Skerlj 11-09-2016 Englewood, Colo.
 254 Violet Wieczorek 11-27-2016 Ebensburg, Pa.
 277 Alvin Kozic 01-10-2017 Youngstown, Ohio
 518 John T. Kozole 12-14-2016 River Rouge, Mich.
 564 Frances Stenberg 12-12-2016 Fruitport, Mich.
 576 Rose Marie Strachan 12-04-2016 Concord, Ohio
 576 Adam A. Pasicznyk 01-23-2015 Aurora, Ohio
 581 Anthony W. Konchar Jr. 09-11-2016 Forest City, Pa.
 584 Julia Wagner 12-06-2016 Saukville, Wis.
 584 Tony F. Shircel 11-23-2016 Sheboygan, Wis.
 584 Andrew J. Mertely 11-15-2016 Hibbing, Minn.
 584 Leafa N. Williams 10-20-2016 Shawneetown, Ill.
 604 Carla M. Klemencic 11-17-2016 Wickliffe, Ohio
 629 Walter H. Miller 11-19-2016 New Castle, Pa.
 643 Mary Jane Resnik 01-02-2017 Austintown, Ohio
 723 Frank R. Setinc 04-28-2015 Kernville, Calif.
 782 Linda Sekel 12-09-2016 Pittsburgh, Pa.

kAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary

time with her husband and 
daughter.

In addition to 71 years of 
SNPJ Lodge 138 membership, 
Mary was a member of KSKJ 
St. Jerome Lodge 153 and AFU 
Lodge 149, both of Strabane; 
and a faithful member of 
St. Patrick Roman Catholic 
Church in Canons burg.

On April 4, 1948, she 
married Andrew Simko, who 
survives. Also surviving are 
her daughter, Terri Simko, 
and one brother, Frank (Helen) 
Kern. In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by 
a sister, Jean Kern; and three 
brothers, Joseph, Richard and 
James Kern.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Simko 
on Feb. 18 in St. Patrick Ro-
man Catholic Church. Private 
interment followed in National 
Cemetery of the Alleghenies, 
Cecil Twp., Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Simko’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. JosePh J. deBoNe Jr.
• Lodge 6 •

SYGAN, Pa. — The members 
of Lodge 6 sadly announce the 
Feb. 16, 2017, passing of Bro. 
Joseph J. “Turk” DeBone Jr., 
79, of Bridgeville, Pa. Bro. 
DeBone was co-owner of 
the former Demsher’s/Jim & 
Jerry’s Bar and Lounge for 
many years.

A lifelong resident of Brid-
geville, he was a 49-year SNPJ 
member and a member of the 
Bridgeville Area Historical 
Society. He was an avid sports 
fan who loved the Pittsburgh 
Steelers.

Joseph was the beloved 
husband of 53 years to the 
late Anna Marie Colaizzo 
DeBone; loving father of Deb-
bie (Gary) Massetti and Dan 
(Cheri) DeBone; brother of Bill 
(Judy) DeBone; and cherished 
grandfather of Mia, Ava and 
Louis Massetti, and Maria and 
Dominic DeBone.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Bro. DeBone 
on Feb. 20 in Our Lady of Grace 
Church, Scott Twp., Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 6 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
DeBone’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. arthur c. WaluNas
• Lodge 677 •

DETROIT — The Walunas 
family and the members of 
Lodge 677 sadly announce the 
March 5, 2017, passing of Bro. 
Arthur Charles “Art” Walunas, 
85, of New Mexico. He was a 

father, grandfather and great-
grandfather.

Born Nov. 14, 1931, Bro. 
Walunas was a man of many 
talents. He was always ready 
with a song or a tune on his 
magical squeezebox, the accor-
dion. His 1963 hit recording of 
“In Heaven There Is No Beer” 
began his journey of musical 
trails that would lead him from 
the polka dance halls of the 
midwest to the pro-rodeo trails 
as the Coors Cowboy Band, all 
across this beautiful country 
he loved.

Art proudly served in the 
United States Air Force in the 
1950s. He raised a family of 
two daughters and two sons, 
all of whom would become 
members of the band. Always 
yearning to be “out west,” 
Art and his family settled in 
Parowan, Utah, and Brian 
Head Ski Resort. In the 1970s, 
you could hear his great music 
and enjoy authentic German 
food at the family-owned Swiss 
Village Restaurant.

Bro. Walunas was a fixture 
in southern Utah for more then 
40 years. He served in many 
ways to help the community, 
including his role as manager 
of the Iron County Fair for 
many years. In recent months 
he had to relocate to southern 
New Mexico to be with family 
due to his slowly failing health. 
It was a tough decision for him 
to leave Iron County.

Left behind to cherish his 
memory are two daughters, 
Anna Marie (Stephen) Lyles 
and Mary Ann (Steve) Isa-
acks; two sons, Ed Montana 
(Verlyn) Walunas and Joseph 
M. Walunas; 12 grandchildren; 
five great-grandchildren; and 
the love of his life and mother 
of his children, Chic Payne.

Bro. Walunas’ family 
thanks everyone for the many 
calls and kind words. He will 
be missed by one and all. We 
love you, dad!

A memorial service for Bro. 
Walunas is planned at the Isaa-
cks Ranch in Las Cruces, N.M. 

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 677 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Walunas’ family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. VIRGINIA M. MIKRUT (686) Bro. ARTHUR C. WALUNAS (677)
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• Receive $10 for each valid referral submitted.

• Every valid referral earns the recommender
 one chance in the Quarterly Drawing for an
 opportunity to win $100.

• Every valid referral also earns the recommender 
one chance in the Year-end Drawing for an

 opportunity to win $500 cash.

By submitting one valid referral,
you have the opportunity to earn

a total of $610 in cash prizes!

Recommender Benefits

The SNPJ Recommender Program pro-
vides an opportunity for adult members 
to encourage family, friends, children and 
acquaintances to join the Slovene National 
Benefit Society and take advantage of SNPJ’s 
competitive products and numerous frater-
nal benefits. Not only will you be helping a 
friend and strengthening our Society, you’ll 
also be receiving benefits yourself.

I would like to introduce
_________________________________________

for SNPJ membership

Please contact: __________________________________________
 (Parent or guardian if under age 18)

Address: _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________

Phone: (             ) _________________________________________

Indicate Preferred Agent ___________________________________
 (Optional)

My Name: ______________________________________________

My Lodge Number: _______________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________

Phone: (             ) _________________________________________

e-mail __________________________________________________

Each individual must be informed that an agent will contact him/her and the referral
must have some interest in SNPJ in order for the recommender to be considered valid.

Complete this coupon and return to
Slovene National Benefit Society

Att’n: Marketing Department
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA 15126

SNPJ Recommender Program

1.

2.

1.

2.

All-Events
$5 per 
person

YES/NO

Highest 
Average
2015-16

Lodge
No.

Doubles & Singles Event 
Entry fee $30 per person

Saturday Only

SNPJ 81st National Bowling Tournament
May 6-7, 2017

1.

2.

3.

4.

Highest
Average
2015-16

Lodge
No.

Four-Person Team Event
Entry fee $60 per team

Sunday Only

submit bowlers’ names by position in lineup

Team name _____________________________________
Team captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

The entry fee in each event is $15 per bowler, $6.00 of which shall be used 
for prizes, and $9.00 for bowling. An extra $5 is charged to all

who desire to compete for handicap all-events prizes.

Return form, along with fees of $15 per person, per event, to:
John Wagner

1435 Paxton Farm Rd., Washington, PA 15301
Phone: (724) 746-5074

Make checks payable to SNPJ Lodge 138
ENTRY DEADLINE IS APRIL 14, 2017

All memberships will be verified at the SNPJ Home Office. 
Complete tournament rules are available by contacting the SNPJ 

Fraternal Department, 247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.
Schedule of entries will be posted online at www.snpj.org.

Colonial Lanes
3210 Wilmington Rd. • New Castle, PA 16105  

Phone: (724) 654-5000
www.coloniallanesbowling.com

Doubles & Singles
 Saturday, May 6, 10 a.m.
 Saturday, May 6, 1 p.m.

Team Event
 Sunday, May 7, 10:30 a.m.
 Sunday, May 7, 1 p.m.

53rd CAL Don Gorjup Open Golf Tournament
May 27, 2017

at Rolling Green Golf Course, Huntsburg, OH
9 a.m. Shotgun Start

The $80 entry fee covers greens fees, cart, prizes, dinner, and
sandwich and beverage at the turn. Youth entry fee is $72.

Return this form, along with entry fees, to:
Rick Gorjup

7180 Kory Ct., Concord, OH 44077-2221 
Phone: (440) 354-5001 [H] or (440) 773-3233 [C]

Make checks payable to
SNPJ Cleveland Athletic League (CAL)

ENTRY DEADLINE IS MAY 21, 2017
The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament

rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department,
247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

Hdcp.PhoneLodgeName

1.

2.

3.

4.

Check Entry:
 Men Ladies Youth

by TONY MLINAR Jr.
Lodge 584

WEST ALLIS, Wis. — I think 
that with all the rain we’ve had 
this spring, everyone is eager to 
get out and golf, and the early 
entries for the Badger Lodge 
584 Tony Mlinar Sr. Memorial 
Golf Outing are proof of that. 
I’m receiving a lot of interest 
in this year’s event, which is 
scheduled to be played June 
17 at New Berlin Hills Golf 

Course. Save the date!
This year’s tournament will 

continue with the scramble 
format: each member of a four-
person team will tee off, then 
choose the best ball of all four 
shots and resume play from that 
spot. The same format is used 
for each shot until the hole is 
putted out. The team records 
the number of shots used to 
finish the hole.

The day will begin with 

a shotgun start at 7:30 a.m. 
Lunch will be served at the 
turn between the ninth and 10th 
holes. Golfers will compete 
for the longest drive, closest 
to the pin and longest putt, as 
well as lowest score among 
the women’s, men’s and mixed 
foursomes, in addition to other 
prizes. Each golfer will receive 
two tickets for beverages on the 
course, and the SNPJ Home 
Office will again sponsor a 

$5,000 prize for a hole-in-one 
on the seventh hole.

The day will end at Lucky 
Lanes, owned by SNPJ Bad-
ger Lodge 584 members Tom 
and Michelle Schweiger, at 
50th and Howard Ave. At that 
time, the team, event and door 
prizes will be awarded, and 
a great chicken dinner will 
be served. More informa-
tion will follow in upcoming 
Prosveta issues.

Golfers eager to hit the links in Mlinar Memorial

by RICK GORJUP (158)
CAL President 

CLEVELAND — Get ready for the an-
nual CAL Don Gorjup Golf Open! We 
have a great bunch of golfers, and with 
our CAL reps, friends and volunteers, 
this year’s outing should be the best! The 
outing is a little over 50 days away and 
we hope to have a record crowd. After the 
weather we’ve had, we pray that Mother 
Nature treats us good. This will be our 
53rd year of hosting this golf tournament, 
so don’t miss out on a great day of fun and 
fraternalism.

This year’s CAL Don Gorjup Golf 
Open will be played at Rolling Green Golf 
Course in Huntsburg, Ohio, on Saturday, 

May 27. With a 9 a.m. shotgun start, we 
ask that you arrive at the course by 8:15 
a.m. for check-in at the pavilion. Here you 
can pick up your goodie bag and scorecard 
before heading out on the links. Hot dogs 
and pivo will be available at the turn, and 
a great steak dinner will be waiting for 
you at the 19th hole. And remember, the 
beer, pop and bottled water are free – all 
day long!

The entry fee of $80 for adults ($72 
for youth) includes your greens fee, 
cart, prizes, a goodie bag, dinner, and a 
sandwich and beverage at the turn. We’re 
again offering our hole-in-one prize, 
awarding $5,000 to the lucky golfer who 
can obtain that elusive ace. More prizes 

will be offered on other par-3 holes, and 
your friendly hostesses will be around to 
visit each foursome for a photo op and a 
toast to Don.

To add even more fun to this event, 
dress in something unusual for the day. 
You never know what theme is going to 
dominate the dress code on the course. The 
party bus will also be running from the 
SNPJ Recreation Center in the Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa.

Donations are coming in for our many 
drawings, and we are planning a few sur-
prises as well this year. See the entry form 
at left. Call your golf buddies and sign up 
soon. We hope to see you on a beautiful, 
sunny and warm Saturday, May 27.

Dust off the clubs and enter the CAL Gorjup Open

2017 SNPJ Winter Classic Bowling Tournament Results
Tournament rolled Feb. 17-19, co-hosted by SNPJ Lodges 6 and 138
Men’s Doubles Event   
Team Lodge Score Prize
*S. Padgelek/T. Chubarov 6 1,318 $230
**J. Valencic/K. Lawrence 138 1,436 $230
J. Evanish/B. Russ 715/158 1,426 $170
D. Brand/J. Salizzoni 6 1,418 $130
B. Krek/R. Snow 6 1,397 $82
K. Pintar/T. Carroll 6 1,394 $58
L. Teyssier/M. Blake 6 1,394 $58
D. Prejsnar/D. Sankovich 770 1,358 $54
J. Baselj/G. Curl 6 1,347 $52
B. Lowe/M. Lucas 138 1,345 $50
A. Burmbaugh/J. Bevec 138 1,344 $46
J. Lorenzato/E. Lorenzato 6 1,344 $46
A. Stimmel/T. Sedora 138 1,341 $44
S.	Sutton/D.	Belfiore	 138	 1,333	 $42
F. Wright/J. Barthurst 6 1,327 $40

Men’s Singles Event   
Name Lodge Score Prize
*D.	Belfiore	 138	 720	 $125
**D. Sankovich 770 759 $125
R. Hileman 6 755 $95
R. Brumbaugh 138 752 $70
A. Stimmel 138 740 $60
G. Supinsky 6 719 $53
A. Brumbaugh 138 713 $50
Jas. Cadez 138 706 $48
B. Wasky 6 698 $47
F. Wright 6 697 $46
M. Brately 158 695 $45
M. Blake 6 693 $44
G. Gottschalk 6 693 $44
J. Bevec 138 687 $40
T. Chubarov 6 682 $37
N. Bible 6 681 $35

B. Krek 6 678 $34
J. Evanish 715 676 $33
N. Robb 6 675 $32
K. Lawrence 138 674 $30
K. Kamicker 721 670 $28
G. Curl 6 668 $27
J. DaPra 138 665 $26
D. Martino 6 664 $25
J.J. Neubauer 6 663 $24
E. Lorenzato 6 662 $23
B. Stroth 158 662 $23
C. Cadez 138 658 $21
J. Abajace 138 654 $20
B. Barton 138 653 $19
D. Bacarri 138 652 $18

Men’s Team Event   
Team Lodge Score Prize
*Godish Pro Shop 138 2,754 $200
**Beer Nuts 138 2,758 $200
Rolling Rocks 6 2,701 $160
Where’s Joe? 6/138 2,695 $100
Every Inch Counts 6 2,687 $92
Old Guys 138 2,678 $92
Dumpster Punch 138 2,651 $88
Team Blake 6 2,630 $84
Mr. Christopher Maletta 138 2,617 $80
Gamblers 138 2,602 $76
Misfits	 138	 2,600	 $72

Men’s All-Events   
Name Lodge Score Prize
*D.	Belfiore	 138	 2,031	 $60
*T. Chubarov 6 2,031 $60
**A. Stimmel 138 2,147 $60

R. Brumbaugh 138 2,127 $38
A. Brumbaugh 138 2,070 $31
J. Salizzoni 6 2,056 $28
G. Supinsky 6 2,054 $25
D. Martino 6 2,050 $24
M. Blake 6 2,050 $24

Women’s Doubles Event   
Team Lodge Score Prize
*B. Shultz/S. Marting 138 1,210 $200
**M. Wasky/P. Smith 6 1,373 $200
C. Boyer/C. Koenig 138 1,362 $140
A. Perdan/S. Krulce 604/138 1,361 $84
T. Paris/K. Maier 138 1,347 $52
M. Graff/K. Almo 138 1,342 $50
A. Mavrich/D. Malizio 138 1,332 $48
N. Cameron/M. Higgins 138 1,327 $46
R. Pelino/M. Cummings 6 1,323 $44
K. Pintar/L. Lorenzato 6 1,314 $42
A. Koslow/D. Zimbicki 6 1,314 $42

Women’s Singles Event   
Name Lodge Score Prize
*T. Davis 138 622 $115
**A. Perdan 604 718 $115
P. Evanish 715 716 $85
D. Supinsky 6 713 $70
S. Sacco 138 698 $56
P. Cushman 138 695 $50
T. Halaburda 158 694 $43
M. Graff 138 685 $37
M. Higgins 138 685 $37
K. Cushman 138 681 $32
C. Koenig 138 677 $31

N. Wright 6 673 $30
B. Snow 6 669 $29
M. Wasky 6 669 $29
S. Marting 138 667 $28
J. Braun 6 666 $25
M. Cummings 6 666 $25
N. Cameron 138 663 $24
A. Russ 158 660 $23
B. Shultz 138 650 $22
J. Smrdel 158 643 $21
A. Koslow 6 641 $20

Women’s Team Event   
Team Lodge Score Prize
*Get ’R Done 138 2,007 $168
**Ball Busters 6 2,686 $168
Tootsie Rollers 6 2,650 $112
Superstars 6 2,629 $96
Beer Babes 138 2,599 $92
Alley Cats 138 2,582 $88
Living On A Spare 6 2,566 $82
Split Happens 138 2,566 $82

Women’s All-Events   
Name Lodge Score Prize
*M. Graff 138 1,758 $60
**S. Marting 138 2,172 $60
A. Perdan 604 2,109 $43
P. Cushman 138 2,095 $28
D. Supinsky 6 2,064 $25
N. Wright 6 2,035 $24

*Indicates Actual Champion
**Indicates Handicap Champion

Name Lodge Score Prize Name Lodge Score PrizeTeam Lodge Score Prize
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SNPJ Recreation Center 
2017 fraternal Events
Schedule
May 6-7 National Bowling Tournament
May 28 Recreation Center Brew & Bean festival
  (Micro Brew & Chili Cookoff) 
June 18-23 SNPJ Youth Roundup
June 23-25 SNPJ Young Adult Conference
July 7-9 SLOVENEfEST 2017
July 16-21 first family Week
July 23-28 Second family Week
Aug. 4-6 SNPJ TEL Workshop
Aug. 11-12 SNPJ fraternal Weekend
Aug. 20-25 SNPJ Senior Week
Sept. 1-3 National SNPJ Days
Sept. 30 Recreation Center Wine & Sausage fest

SNPJ Recreation Center 
2017 Dance Schedule
May 6 National Bowling Tournament 8 to Midnight
  (Gostilna)
May 28 Rec Center Brew & Bean festival 2 to 8 
  (Micro Beer & Chili Cookoff)

June 4 Val Pawlowski’s Radio Picnic TBA
June 10 SNPJ Heritage Center Dance 2 to 8
  (lower pavilion)

July 2 Val Pawlowski’s 66th Birthday Bash 3 to 7
July 7-9 SLOVENEfEST 2017 Day-long

Aug. 6 Val Pawlowski’s Radio Picnic TBA 
Aug. 12 SNPJ fraternal Weekend 2 to 11 

Sept. 3 National SNPJ Days 2 to 8
  (lower pavilion) 
Sept. 30 Rec Center Wine & Sausage festival 2 to 8

Dances are held in the upper pavilion unless otherwise 
noted. Schedule is subject to change. For information 
phone the SNPJ Recreation Center at 1-877-767-5732.

50-Year Members
April 2017
 Lodge Member
 A02 Karen A. Heinlein
 2 Fred D. Strell
 6 Carole A. Misitis
 8 Dale T. Schwer
 8 Harry J. Reuther
 41 Kathleen M. Drylie
 87 John J. Socklege
 87 William A. Plassio
 87 Margaret Roller
 126 Mary P. Fuerst
 138 Antoniette M. Vavrek
 138 Margaret S. Gricar
 138 Janice A. Martincic
 158 Charles H. Bender Jr.
 225 Danny J. Borello
 254 Michael J. Keytack
 274 Lawrence J. Putorek

Lodge Member
 355 Louis J. Valich
 559 Raymond J. Bozicnik
 562 Kathleen A. Gosnell
 584 Jill K. Runke
 584 Steven T. Lensing
 603 Agnes G. McDonald
 604 Patricia Brannon
 665 Anthony L. Stefancic Jr.
 686 Georgiann Rohrer
 721 Charlotte L. Kirk
 723 Denise Z. Richards
 738 Cheryl J. Kangas
 749 Carl E. Koch
 749 Joan M. Talley
 771 Gerald M. Simari
 776 David Progar

60-Year Members
April 2017
 Lodge Member
 A02 Charles J. Hartman
 2 Myrna J. Kuehn
 89 Robert J. Pirih
 106 Agnes P. Lesniak
 106 Patricia A. Moore
 138 Mary Lou Briggs
 216 Martha Sepelyak
 254 Richard F. Torok
 274 Jacqueline L. DeBarto

Lodge Member
 277 Marilyn M. Joseph
 518 Virginia B. Ostroskie
 562 Rosalie J. Walker
 566 Jeraldine I. Stockman
 584 Wayne P. Belec
 614 Jean M. McCarthy
 643 Jacqueline S. Steele
 749 Lucia E. Soyka

 Lodge Member
 5 Evelyn J. Proell
 6 William V. Anderko
 87 Helen P. Dubaich
 106 Sylvia Furin
 138 Sophia Braddock
 174 Mary Utzman

70-Year Members
April 2017

Lodge Member
 577 Vivian M. Hochevar
 577 Charles M. Grando
 584 Mildred A. Dernovsek
 721 Daisy Vucinich
 723 Magdaline Likovich

 Lodge Member
 257 Julia Sustersic

80-Year Members
April 2017

by KATHERINE MATAS (614)
Zarja Slovenian Singing Society

CLEVELAND — Being 100 years old 
never felt so good!

The Zarja Slovenian Singing Society 
would like to thank everyone who came 
to celebrate our 100th anniversary show 
in the fall of 2016. A special thanks to 
the members of Fantje na Vasi, Glasbena 
Matica, Korotan and Mi Smo Mi who 
helped make our concert extra special by 
joining us on stage. 

Fresh off all the excitement of partying 
and celebrating, Zarja has been eager to get 
back to work on our spring show. Set for 
Saturday, April 29, at the Slovenian Society 
Home on Recher Ave. in Cleveland, the 
members are working very hard to make 
sure the scene is ready for their annual 
Spring Frolic. With an exciting new story 
coupled alongside some of the great polka 
songs you know and love, the members of 
Zarja are sure this is a program you won’t 
want to miss.

Dinner tickets are available for $27 in 
advance, or you can purchase program-
only tickets for $12. Seating for the 
dinner, catered by Joe Tavcar, starts at 
5:30 p.m. and the program begins at 7. 
As always, there will be dancing after 
the show to the music of the Jeff Pecon 
Orchestra.

The pivo will be flowing, and an inside 
source tells us there will be strudel and 
sausage to go along with the laughs. We 
hope to see you there!

Zarja Singers promise a frolicking good time

LODGE 603 EASTER
FROM PAGE 1 

bunny that will be given away 
during the Easter festivities at 
the Lodge hall. 

President George Benedict 
and Ruth Benedict made sev-
eral announcements during 
the weekend. George Benedict 
gave a brief history of past 
Florida SNPJ Days events, 
and talked about the coontie 
ferns that were planted at the 
Lodge 603 Hall. Helping with 
the planting were George, 
John Tesauro, Jane and Jerry 
Hafner, and Jeane Novotny. 
Pauline Lockwood donated 
the red, white and blue flowers 
to accent the ferns.

Easter Sunday dinner is 
planned at the Lodge 603 
Hall starting at 12:30 p.m. on 
April 16. A menu of baked 
ham and chicken with several 
side dishes and desserts will 
be offered. Cindy Griswold 
and Pauline Lockwood are 
co-chairing this affair, and 
your assistance is needed to 
help cook, serve and clean up. 
Adult meals will be served for 
$10, while children age 6 and 
under will eat for $5.

After dinner, the members 
of Youth Circle 57, under the 
direction of Shannon Coupas, 
will hold a community-wide 
Easter egg hunt starting at 2 
p.m. Prizes for the egg hunt 
have been donated by Lodge 
603 and the Samsula Woman’s 
Club. The public is welcome 
to participate. Please phone 
Cindy at (386) 689-9454 to 

make your reservation.
The Samsula Woman’s 

Club is hosting a spaghetti 
dinner at the Lodge 603 Hall 
Saturday, April 29, from 5 to 
8 p.m. to raise money for its 
scholarship fund. You may 
dine in or take out for $7 per 
meal. Baked goods will also 
be available for purchase. Club 
President Cheri Joiner-Smith 
is chairing this event.

A moment of silence was 
observed in memory of Sis. 
Lois Hafner. Her memorial 
reception was staged at the 
Lodge 603 Hall on Feb. 25. 
A meal was provided by 
her family and Sam’s Club 
of Daytona Beach where 
daughter, Tina Hafner-Butler, 
is employed. Lois was well 
known in Samsula for her 
excellent cooking, especially 
her banana bread.

Sis. Hafner passed away 
at age 82. She is survived by 
her husband Ernest “Junior” 
Hafner Jr., son Ronald Fen-
nell, daughter Tina Hafner, 
seven grandchildren and 10 
great-grandchildren. Until her 
recent years of poor health, 
Lois made many loaves of her 
banana bread each year for 
Florida SNPJ Days. 

George Benedict won the 
February meeting gift, and 
his wife Ruth won the March 
meeting gift. 

Our next Lodge meeting is 
scheduled Tuesday, April 4. A 
covered dish dinner will be 
served at 6:30 p.m., followed 
by our business meeting at 7.

Florida Days over, Lodge 603 turns its attention 
to the easter holiday

[Above] Special guests at Florida SNPJ Days (from left) Miss 
SNPJ 2017 ELIZABETH HARTMAN, National Board Audit 
Committee member LOU NOVAk (576) and SNPJ National 
Secretary kAREN PINTAR, were welcomed by Lodge 603 
President GEORGE BENEDICT (right).
[Below] frances Wessley displays the handmade quilt that 
was awarded as a prize during Florida SNPJ Days weekend.

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The Re-
gional Fraternal Activities for 
2017 are being planned, and 
we have one coming up in the 
not-too-distant future. I thank 
our Regional Vice Presidents 
for organizing these activities, 
with the assistance of the 
SNPJ Fraternal Department, 

for the benefit of our mem-
bers in the different regions. 
These events have been quite 
successful.

Our first Regional Frater-
nal Activity will take us to a 
very popular bowling area in 
SNPJland: the Sygan Bowl-
ing Center at SNPJ Lodge 6 
in Sygan, Pa. This will be the 
seventh year that Region 2 Vice 

President Jim Curl has hosted a 
No-Tap Bowling Tournament. 
This event will take place Sun-
day, May 21. All members in 
Region 2 are invited to partici-
pate in this fun day of bowling 
and fraternalism.

Bowling will begin at 2 
p.m. You can register by call-
ing Lodge 6 at (412) 221-9862. 
A cookout with hamburgers, 

hot dogs and sides will be 
provided.

We’re still putting details 
together for events in the other 
regions. I’ll let everyone know 
as soon as these plans are 
finalized.

I look forward to see-
ing all of our members at 
these Regional Fraternal 
Activities.

No-tap bowl launches Regional Fraternal Activity

by ELIZABETH HARTMAN (138)
Miss SNPJ 2017

STRABANE, Pa. — Being 
Miss SNPJ has many advan-
tages. One of the best ones so 
far has been leaving a snow-
storm in Edinboro, Pa., to fly 
to sunny Samsula, Fla., for 
the annual Florida SNPJ Days 
event hosted by Lodge 603. 
My parents, Paul and Mary 
Jo Hartman (138), were able to 
make the trip with me. When 
we arrived at the Lodge 603 
Hall, we were warmly greeted 
with fresh orange juice, bread 
and salt, and my parents were 
treated to a delicious wine.

The evening kicked off with 
wonderful polka music from 
the Marc Bouchard Orchestra. 
It was great to see some fellow 
Northerners, especially SNPJ 
National Secretary Karen 
Pintar and her husband Ken, 
and SNPJ Audit Committee 
member Lou Novak (576). We 
had the opportunity to meet 
and speak with some Lodge 
603 members and officers. My 
family really enjoyed our con-
versations with George, Ruth 
and Ashley Benedict, Jeanette 
Humphrey and many others.

Early Saturday morning, 
my parents and I had the op-
portunity to visit the beach 
at nearby Ponce Inlet before 
heading back to Lodge 603 for 
a day full of fun. Early in the 

afternoon, Ashley Benedict 
took some time to show us 
around Samsula. We learned 
about the history of the local 
Slovenian community. It was 
interesting to see the farms 
and hear about the start of 
Lodge 603.

When it came time to eat, 
I filled my plate with stuffed 
cabbage, haluski, klobase and 
some amazing strudel. Lodge 
603 members really know how 
to cook! After dancing the day 
away, it came time to award a 
wonderful selection of door 
prizes. There was fresh fruit, 
wine, candy and cash prizes. 
My mom was happy to win a 
bag of freshly picked Florida 
oranges.

The members of Lodge 
603 showed my family true 
Slovenian hospitality. We were 
welcomed with open arms by 
everyone, and we couldn’t 
have felt more comfortable. 
The Lodge generously pre-
sented me with some beautiful 
gifts and I can’t thank them 
enough.  My parents were 
excited to receive two bottles 
of wine from Lenny Shaw, 
which my mom set aside for 
our Easter dinner.

My family and I want to 
thank Samsula Lodge 603 for 
such a wonderful event. I’ll 
admit, it was hard to leave 
the Florida sunshine and 

head back to frozen Edinboro 
University!

I highly recommend Florida 
SNPJ Days to my fellow SNPJ 
members. It’s a wonderful way 
to enjoy beautiful weather in 
a great Slovenian atmosphere. 
My parents and I are already 
talking about a return visit for 
this wonderful event.

Now that the weather is 
finally turning to spring tem-

peratures here in Pennsylva-
nia, my thoughts are turning 
to all the great spring and 
summer SNPJ events. From 
the SNPJ calendar I can see 
that we have some wonderful 
things coming up.

As I finish my reign as 
Miss SNPJ 2017, I hope to 
meet many more fellow SNPJ 
members. See you at a polka 
dance soon!

Miss SNPJ receives a warm greeting from Lodge 603 at Florida SNPJ Days

ELIZABETH and her family were treated to a tour of the 
Samsula area by Florida SNPJ Days co-chairwoman ASHLEY 
BENEDICT (603) [right]. The Hartmans visited the nearby 
farms and learned a little about the history of Samsula.

Miss SNPJ ELIZABETH HARTMAN (138) enjoyed a visit to 
Lodge 603 in March for Florida SNPJ Days. Elizabeth and 
her parents were warmly greeted by all Lodge 603 members, 
including the Benedict family.


