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The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are June 1 and July 3. All material must 
be received by Wednesday, May 17, for 
the June 1 issue, and by Wednesday, 
June 21, for the July 3 issue. If you are 
concerned about making the deadline, 
send an e-mail to prosveta@snpj.com 
or submit your material via the publica-
tions area of our website, www.snpj.org.
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CLE ELUM, Wash. — Lodge 371 will 
conduct its spring meeting May 29 at 1 
p.m. at the home of Secretary Shirley 
Petrich, 209 W. 2nd St. in Cle Elum. After 
the meeting, members are invited to as-
sist with cleaning up the SNPJ cemetery 
grounds at Cle Elum Cemetery. Tools and 
work gloves will be provided. Contact Ken 
Kladnik at (509) 929-0896 for details. 

KEN KlADNIK
Lodge 371 President

Lodge 371 to meet, hold
spring cleanup in May

CLEVELAND — All Lodge 53 mothers, 
grandmothers and great-grandmothers 
are invited to a delicious luncheon in 
their honor May 9 at 1 p.m. at Dubrovnik 
Gardens Restaurant, 34900 Lake Shore 
Blvd. in Eastlake, Ohio. Please RSVP by 
May 2 by calling Lodge Secretary Martha 
Meglich at (440) 884-5043.

PAUlINE BARBISH
Lodge 53 President

Lodge 53 honoring all 
mothers, grandmothers

GIRARD, Ohio — Due to the closing 
of Kuzman’s Lounge, Lodge 643 will 
hold their May 7 dance at the St. George 
Croatian Center, 3200 Vestal Road in 
Youngstown, Ohio, from 3 to 7 p.m. with 
music by the Frank Stanger Orchestra. For 
details call Ray Kovac at (330) 824-2154.

RAY KOVAC
Lodge 643 President

Change of venue for the 
May 7 Lodge 643 dance

• Alessa L. Walters
Born Nov. 21, 2016

Bon Air, Pa., Lodge 254
Lodge 254 welcomes Alessa Lynn Walters 
as its newest member. Alessa, a sixth gen-
eration SNPJ member, is the daughter of 
Tyler and Brittni (254) Walters; granddaugh-
ter of JoCarol Naugle (254), and Don and 
Sanda Walters; and great-granddaughter 
of Lodge 254 Secretary Donna Naugle and 
the late Anthony Naugle (254). We welcome 
Alessa to the SNPJ and extend our best 
wishes to her entire family.

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office has been notified of the March 
1, 2017, passing of Bro. Ed Razorsek, 
president and secretary of Lodge 426 
in Clairton, Pa. On behalf of the entire 
Society, the members of the Executive 
Committee and Home Office staff extend 
their condolences to Bro. Razorsek’s fam-
ily and friends on their loss.

Society sympathies
for Lodge 426 secretary

And the winner is...
The $100 winner of the first quarter drawing in 

the 2017 SNPJ Recommender Program is:
Lorraine Babcock, Lodge 689, Helper, Utah

Congratulations, and thank you for participating!

by KAREN A. PINTAR
SNPJ National Secretary/COO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — As of May 1, all mem-
bers of SNPJ Lodge 566 have been merged 
with SNPJ Lodge 5. All members of Lodge 
566 were sent correspondence informing 
them of this merger and providing them with 
the name, address and phone number of their 
new Lodge secretary, Sis. Karen Tomsic.

We thank SNPJ Lodge 5 for accepting 
these members into their Lodge, and we 
wish all the best to the former officers of 
SNPJ Lodge 566.

Also on May 1, all members of SNPJ 
Lodge 426 have been merged into Lodge 87.  
This merger is necessary due to the recent 
passing of longtime Lodge Secretary Bro. 
Ed Razorsek. All members of Lodge 426 
were sent correspondence informing them 
of this merger, and providing them with the 
name, address and phone number of their 
new Lodge secretary, Bro. Frank Bregar.

We thank Lodge 87 for accepting these 
members, and we extend our sympathies to 
Bro. Razorsek’s family and friends.

Two recent
Lodge mergers 
completed 
as of May 1

by KATHY PAULENICH (776)
SNPJ Heritage Center

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — Are you ready? 
The SNPJ Recreation Center and Slovenian 
Heritage Center certainly are! We’re ready for 
you and the start of another season of fun.

The Heritage Center will be welcoming 
everyone to the SNPJ National Bowling Tourna-
ment the weekend of May 5-7 at the Recreation 
Center. We’ll be hosting a wine and cheese 
reception in the museum Friday, May 5, from 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m., and we invite you to attend. 
Our gift shop will be open with some special 
buys before we stock the shelves for the season. 
Stick around for music in the Gostilna as guitarist 
Gary James Pirrung performs at 9 p.m.

Plan to return to the Gostilna the next night 

SNPJ Heritage Center ready to start a new season
as the polka music resounds with the group 
“BANned from Slovenia” performing at 9 p.m. 
This band includes members Brian O'Boyle, 
Kim Evanish and Terry Skovenski, all of whom 
are weekend residents at the SNPJ Trailer Court. 
I’m sure they’ll have the place rockin’ with your 
favorite polkas and waltzes.

Bingo will begin the following weekend, on 
Saturday, May 13, and continue until the end of 
September. Be sure to check out the new SNPJ 
Recreation Center website, www.snpjrec.com, 
for the Friday night Gostilna entertainment 
schedule.

The Recreation Center has decided to mix 
up the music on Friday nights since attendance 
for polkas hasn’t been good. Once a month we 
will feature a different style of music which, I 

believe, will satisfy many people. I say it’s worth 
a try to encourage more people to see what the 
SNPJ Recreation Center has to offer. Take note, 
you polka lovers, that the fabulous, fun-lovin’ 
Mikey Dee will be playing in the Gostilna on 
Friday, May 19, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

Memorial Day weekend will bring the official 
opening day of the Slovenian Heritage Center 
on Saturday, May 27, from 1 to 5 p.m. We will 
be offering a clearance sale throughout the day, 
and we encourage you to stop in the gift shop 
and check it out.

That Sunday, May 28, is the date of the Brew 
& Bean Festival in the upper pavilion from 2 
to 8 p.m. This event was implemented last year 

SEE SNPJ HERITAGE CENTER
ON PAGE 9

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — If you are a single, female 
SNPJ member and will be between the ages of 
18 and 28 by July 9, you should plan to enter 
the Miss SNPJ Pageant and become part of 
SNPJ history!

The 2017 Miss SNPJ Pageant will take place 
July 7-9 at the SNPJ Recreation Center. These 
dates coincide with Slovenefest. Participants 
must be an SNPJ insurance or annuity mem-
ber for at least three months at the time of the 
pageant. 

The young woman who is crowned Miss 
SNPJ 2018 will win a $2,000 scholarship award, 
and an official crown and banner. Miss SNPJ 
will also have the opportunity to travel to SNPJ 
events across the country.

The winner of the Miss Activity title will be 
awarded a $1,200 scholarship, and Miss Talent 

will receive an $800 scholarship. Participation 
in the pageant meets the activity requirement 
of the SNPJ Scholarship Program.

All contestants will receive a $50 participant 
award, and each young lady who enters before 
May 15 will receive an additional early bird 
bonus of $50! The deadline to enter the pageant 
is June 12. The entry form can be found on 
the “Miss SNPJ Pageant” page of our website, 
www.snpj.org.

The Miss SNPJ Pageant Booster Fund is 
currently accepting donations. Any donation, 
large or small, will truly be appreciated and 
will be recognized in the pageant program. 
Checks made payable to “SNPJ” with “Miss 
SNPJ Pageant” noted on the memo line can be 
mailed to the Slovene National Benefit Society, 
Attn: Fraternal Department, 247 West Allegh-
eny Rd., Imperial, PA  15126.

I’ll see you at a fraternal event soon!

Time drawing near for the 
Miss SNPJ Pageant deadline

by TIM JERGEL (782)
SNPJ Recreation Center

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — On Sunday, May 
28, the SNPJ Recreation Center will play host 
to the second annual Brew & Bean Festival. 
Seasoned craftsmen of fine microbrews and 
ciders will be presenting their wares and, in 
addition, local chili chefs will participate in a 
heated chili cook-off.

Everyone is invited to come sample the 
area’s best hand-crafted beer and hard ciders 
while experiencing some of the more exquisite 
chili recipes known to man, with names like 
“Sweet Breeze,” “Chili Chili Bang Bang,” “239 
Plus One,” “Slo Simmer Below,” “Backdraft,” 
“Ice Cream Please,” “Notorious P.I.G.” and 

“The Godfather.” The microbrew labels will 
also be in a league of their own; a delicious 
menu of descriptive nouns and adjectives will 
surely abound.

So please, come one, come all, and join us 
on a beautiful Memorial Day Sunday to soak 
in some classic SNPJ Campsite love. You be 
the judge and vote for the region’s best beer 
and tastiest chili. Then stick around for a polka 
party with the fabulous sounds of the Turcola/
Kravos Orchestra. Don’t miss out on making 
cherished, wonderful memories full of food, 
fun and fraternal fellowship. In the end, it’s the 
memories we are left with... and the results of 
that “Happy Ending” chili.

We hope to see you soon. Happy spring!

Brew & Bean Fest returning 
to the SNPJ Recreation Center

by JEAN KOCI
Lodge 786 Secretary/Treasurer

ORANGE COUNTY, Calif. — Have you 
purchased your tickets for the Lodge 786 
Wine & Beer Tasting Picnic on June 11? 
Many of you have received either a digital 
or paper flyer regarding this event, so you 
should have the information. If not, here is 
some information as I do not want you to 
miss this popular picnic in the vineyards 
of Southern California’s wine country.

The event will begin at noon on Sun-
day, June 11, at Wiens Family Cellars 
in Temecula, Calif., and tickets must be 
reserved in advance. Each  ticket includes 
everything you’ll need to enjoy a great 
afternoon in a private area set aside for our 

The Fontana Button Box Club will be on hand, among 
others, to entertain during the Lodge 786 Wine & Beer 
Tasting Picnic in June.

Get ready to sample the vintage with Lodge 786
group. It will be complete with tables set 
for 10, so bring your families and friends! 
Snacks of crackers, cheese and dried fruit 
will be on the tables to enjoy while we wait 
for the first tasting at 12:30 p.m.

There will be three of Wiens’ special 
reds, two refreshing white varieties, and 
the favorite sparkling Amour d L’Orange 
will be served with strudel for dessert. 
The Vineyard Gourmet will have lunch 
ready at 1 p.m. He has been preparing 
our lunches for a number of years now 
and there is always an abundance of food, 
including vegetarian and gluten-free op-
tions if requested in advance.

SEE LODGE 786 WINE TASTING
ON PAGE 14
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Type of Event 
 
 

Site 
 
 

If a concert or dance, who is
performing? 
 
 

Date 

Time 

Who to contact 
 
 

Phone (        )

Complete and return to: 
PROSVETA

247 W. Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA  15126-9774

e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

Have something for 
Up-and-Coming? • MAY 7 ........ Fontana, Calif., Lodge 723 jam 

session at the Fontana Slovene Hall; 
2-6 p.m. Local musicians welcome. For 
more information contact Frank Rote at 
(909) 987-8714 or e-mail butnboxr@aol.
com.

• MAY 7 ........ Girard, Ohio, Lodge 643 dance at 
the St. George Croatian Center, 3200 
Vestal Road, Youngstown, Ohio; 3-7 p.m. 
Music by the Frank Stanger Orchestra. 
For additional information contact Ray 
Kovac at (330) 824-2154.

• MAY 21 .......Region 2 No-Tap Bowling Tourna-
ment hosted by Region 2 Vice President 
Jim Curl at the Sygan Bowling Center, 
Sygan, Pa. Bowling begins at 2 p.m. 
Prizes will be awarded. To sign up call 
(412) 221-986 or stop by the Lodge 6 
clubroom.

• MAY 26-28 ....Fontana, Calif., Lodge 723 Memo-
rial Day weekend at the Fontana Slovene 
Hall. May 26: open house from 4-7 p.m.; 
May 27: polka fest featuring the Button 
Box Divas and Stan Blout from 2-8 p.m.; 
May 28: “Cleveland in California” featur-
ing the Button Box Divas and Fontana 
Button Box Club from 2-8 p.m. For ad-
ditional information contact Frank Rote 
at (909) 987-8714 or e-mail butnboxr@
aol.com.

• MAY 27 .......CAL Don Gorjup Golf Open at Roll-
ing Green Golf Club, Huntsburg, Ohio. 
Shotgun start at 9 a.m. For details contact 
Rick Gorjup at (440) 354-5001.

• MAY 28 .......Brew & Bean Festival at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For additional information contact 
the SNPJ Recreation Center toll-free at 
1-877-767-5732.

• MAY 29 .......Val Pawlowski’s Memorial Day 
dance and pig roast at the SNPJ Farm. 
Music by Fred Ziwich and the Frank 
Stanger Orchestra.

• JUNE 4 .......Fontana, Calif., Lodge 723 polka 
dance at the Fontana Slovene Hall; 2-6 
p.m. Music by the Fred Mlakar Band. For 
more information contact Frank Rote at 
(909) 987-8714 or butnboxr@aol.com.

• JUNE 4 .......Herminie, Pa., Lodge 87 50th an-
niversary celebration in the Crystal Ball-
room; 2-6 p.m. Music by the Joe Grkman 
Orchestra. Advance ticket sales only. 
For information contact Shirley Bailley 
at (724) 864-1606.

• JUNE 10 .....Slovenian Heritage Center free 
picnic and dance in the Heritage Pavilion 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center, 2-6 p.m. 
Music by the Eddie Rodick Orchestra. 
For more information contact Kathy 
Paulenich at (724) 699-2691.

• JUNE 17 ......Tony Mlinar Sr. Memorial Golf Tour-
nament at New Berlin Hills Golf Course, 
New Berlin, Wis. Shotgun start at 7:30 
a.m. with awards dinner to follow at Lucky 
Lanes, 50th and Howard Ave. For more 
information contact Tom Schweiger at 
(414) 543-7110.

• JUNE 18-23 ... Youth Roundup at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For details contact Fraternal Director 
Kevin Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 
144, or krichards@snpj.com.

• JUNE 23-25 ... SNPJ Young Adult Conference at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. For registration and event 
details contact Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144, 
or e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

• JUNE 25 .....Westmoreland County (Pa.) Federa-
tion Pretty in Pink Benefit at the Yukon 
Slovenian Hall, Yukon, Pa.; 2-6 p.m. 
Music by the Jack Tady Bears. Food 
and refreshments will be available. For 
more information contact Lois Denning 
at (724) 832-2279.

• JULY 7-9 .....The 36th Slovenefest and the 61st 
Miss SNPJ Pageant at the SNPJ Rec-
reation Center. For details contact the 
Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-767-
5732 or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

by EDWARD MATASY
Lodge 643

GIRARD, Ohio — Polka into spring 
on Sunday, May 7, at the St. George 
Croatian Center, 3200 Vestal Road, 
Youngstown, Ohio, with a polka party 
hosted by Golden Eagles Lodge 643.

The Frank Stanger Band will per-
form for your listening and dancing 
pleasure from 3 to 7 p.m. This band 
has received numerous awards from 
the Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of 
Fame, including Song of the Year, 
Recording of the Year, and Band of 
the Year.

Great food and cold refreshments 
will be available for purchase at 
reasonable prices. A 50/50 drawing 
will also be held. For more infor-
mation, contact Ed Matasy at (330) 
550-6283.

Step into 
spring at the 
Lodge 643 
polka party

by Cerkvena Miš
Lodge 321

WARREN, Ohio — Did you see 
the Easter Bunny in April? He must 
have been with all of my friends who 
were missing from the Lodge 321 
gathering!

My sweetheart Louise Vett is on 
the rebound. She had knee replace-
ment surgery and is now in physical 
therapy. That just means that we’ll 
be dancing this summer. Woo-hoo!

My girls Joy and Gail Church took 
care of my cheese addiction. Joy made 
a noodle casserole that was delicious. 
Gail made a seafood lasagna that was 
full of cheese – and it was heavenly.

Both John and Kelley Church were 
good kids and ate the sausage sand-
wiches that Fred made. My sweet little 
girls Evalyn and Lillian are all about 
drinking water and eating yogurt.

I sure did miss the rest of the crew, 
but my girls suggested that Lodge 321 
host a Mother’s Day luncheon May 7 
starting at 1 p.m. at Blue Wolf Tavern. 
Would you like to come? You must 
be a female and you must call my girl 
Gail at (330) 219-7580. I hope to see 
you there! Now I must nap; my little 
girls fed me and wore me out!

Lodge 321 
hosting lunch 
for the ladies 

by JIM STEFANACCI
Lodge 87 President

HERMINIE, Pa. — It’s 
been 50 years since SNPJ 
Lodge 87 purchased its 
home in Herminie, and 
in celebration of this 
anniversary we will be 
hosting the Joe Grkman 
Orchestra for a perfor-
mance on Sunday, June 4.

In addition to the mu-
sic, a salad bar will be 
offered from 2 to 3 p.m. 
with a buffet from 3 to 4, 
followed by our famous 
dessert table and music 
for dancing until 6. The 
cost is $20 per person 
through advance ticket 
sales only, so contact 
Shirley Bailley at (724) 
864-1606 to secure your 
ticket.

The Joe Grkman Or-
chestra was the first to 
play in our new home, 
and that performance was 
also was their first appear-
ance as a group. Since 
then there have been 
many joyous events held 
at Lodge 87 through the 
years. We’ve enjoyed nu-
merous bands from as far 
away as Canada, Chicago 
and our neighboring state 
of Ohio, with busloads of 
SNPJ Brothers and Sisters 
from those areas in atten-

dance. As we say, “Those 
were the days.” 

The Lodge 87 hall, 
which was often referred 
to as “the polka capital of 
Western Pennsylvania,” 
is currently home to 726 
adult members and 41 
youth members. Of our 
767 members, approxi-
mately 150 are 50-year 
members.

Over the years, our 
building has been main-
tained through thousands 
of dollars spent on im-
provements. In addition 
to the dances we sponsor, 
our building is also used 
for community functions: 
the local library has 
hosted autographed book 
auctions in our building, 
the township business 
association has utilized 
it for various functions, 
and the high school has 
held their sport banquets 
here. Many of the wed-
ding receptions held 
here are now wonderful 
memories for the families 
involved. 

We are proud of our 
facility, our heritage and 
what we have accom-
plished over the years. 

We hope you’ll join 
us on June 4 for this 50th 
anniversary celebration.

Lodge 87 toasting Crystal Ballroom 50th year

The Crystal Ballroom, home of SNPJ Lodge 87 in 
Herminie, Pa., will be celebrating its 50th anniversary 
June 4 with an afternoon of music, food and fun.

by JEAN CHERWAY
Lodge 559 President

CHICAGO — Pioneer Lodge 559 
members, please take note that we 
have four Lodge meetings scheduled 
this year: Feb. 10, May 12, Aug. 
11 and Nov. 10. Our meetings and 
a lunch of your choice take place 
at noon at Czech Plaza, 7016 W. 
Cermak Road in Berwyn, Ill.  The 
meeting room is large and can ac-
commodate a large attendance. 
Parking is available in front of the 
restaurant on Cermak Road and 
along the side street, and there is 
plenty across the street at the mall.

At the Feb. 10 meeting, we se-
lected some dates for our Lodge 

activities. Our generous Lodge 
members also donated items to be 
given to a local food pantry.

Our activity for May 12 will be 
another food drive to benefit an or-
ganization in need. Our food drives 
have been very successful and grate-
fully accepted.

In August, Lodge 559 members 
will attend the Chicago District Fed-
eration dinner dance and the large 
picnic in Lemont, Ill., at St. Mary’s 
picnic grove. The exact dates for 
these affairs will be forthcoming.

We wil l  hold our yea rly 
Lodge meeting and election of 
officers for 2018 during the Nov. 10 
meeting. It was also decided that we 

will hold a toy drive at this meeting.  
The donations collected will be given 
to young children in need of Christ-
mas gifts. Our members have always 
been very generous, and I thank you 
all for your kindness.

Pioneer members, now that you 
all have the Lodge meeting dates 
and planned activities, please at-
tend and see what’s going on with 
your Lodge and the Society. If 
you know of any Lodge member 
who is not receiving PROSVETA, 
which is now a monthly publication, 
please call the SNPJ Home Office 
at 1-800-843-7675 or contact your 
Lodge secretary so that they can be 
added to the mailing list.

Plans set for the Pioneer Lodge 559 year

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — Are 
you golfing in the CAL Don Gorjup 
Golf Open on Memorial Day week-
end? If so, you should get on the 

bus and leave the driving to us!
A school bus will depart the 

SNPJ Recreation Center grounds 
on Saturday, May 27, at 6 a.m., 
arriving at the golf course in time 
for the 9 a.m. shotgun start.

The price to ride the bus will 
depend on the number of riders, but 
we’re estimating $30 per person. 
Seats will be filled on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Call Sara Taylor, 
(724) 344-0461, for reservations.

Hop on the bus for the CAL Gorjup Open

by TONI THOMEY
Lodge 576 Recording Secretary

CLEVELAND — Hello to the mem-
bers of Spartans Lodge 576! I hope 
everyone is enjoying this beautiful 
spring weather. Excitement is in 
the air; the Cleveland Indians have  
started their season and our Cleveland 
Cavaliers are in the playoffs!

Please mark your calendar for our 

annual picnic on July 23 at the SNPJ 
Farm in Kirtland, Ohio, where we’ll 
be celebrating National Vanilla Ice 
Cream Day! Entertainment will be 
provided by our very own Patty Can-
dela (Patty C & The Guys) and Joey 
Tomsic (the Joey Tomsic Orchestra). 

Don’t forget about our annual ca-
sino bus trip taking place Saturday, 
Nov. 18. Check future PROSVETA 

articles for more information on this 
event.

This year we’ve decided to volun-
teer in October at St. Mary’s Church in 
Collinwood, Ohio, for their hot meal 
program. We were honored to do this 
last year and it was very well received 
by those who attended. More informa-
tion will be provided at a later date.

Just a quick note to remind all of 

you that the next Spartans Lodge 576 
meeting will be held at Waterloo Hall 
Monday, May 8, at 6:30 p.m. 

If you have some wonderful news, 
special event, joke or funny story to 
share, feel free to contact me at (216) 
744-4710 or athomey28@icloud.
com. I’d love to share our members’ 
activities in our PROSVETA articles 
throughout the year.

Spartans Lodge making plans for annual Farm picnic date
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Slovene National Benefit Society National Board Minutes
Meeting held March 24, 2017, at the SNPJ Home Office, Imperial, Pa.

NATIONAl PRESIDENT’S REPORT
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

NATIONAl PRESIDENT’S REPORT
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

NATIONAl PRESIDENT’S REPORT
CONTINUES NEXT PAGE

Friday, March 24: Morning Session
The meeting was called to order by President Joseph C. EVANISH 
at 9 a.m. All National Board members and the Young Adult Repre-
sentative were in attendance.
President EVANISH asked all to rise for the fraternal greeting.
President EVANISH appointed Sisters Tracey L. ANDERSON and 
Linda GORJUP as vice chairs of the meeting with no objections 
from the board.
President EVANISH welcomed everyone to the National Board meet-
ing and stated that we would have an orderly and productive meeting.
He advised all board members to review the Code of Ethics in their 
binders and, once reviewed, to please sign, date and turn in.
President EVANISH asked all to rise for a moment of silence in 
memory of all deceased members since our last meeting.
A motion was made by Bro. Ken ANDERSON, second by Bro. Richard 
HERVOL, that the time of sessions be from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. with 
lunch from 12:15 to 12:45 p.m. Motion approved.
Motion by Sis. Justina RIGLER, second by Bro. HERVOL, to approve 
the Order of Business with the consultants providing presentations 
between reports. Motion approved.
Motion by Bro. ANDERSON, second by Bro. Roger C. CLIFFORD, 
to ratify the approval of the minutes sent by mail and approved from 
the Sept. 16, 2016, meeting and the Nov. 15, 2016, teleconference 
meeting. Motion approved.
Finance Committee Chairman Bro. Roger CLIFFORD introduces 
Wellington Asset Management Company representatives Marc 
Mercurio and Mike Stack for their presentation. Marc Mercurio 
provides an overview of the presentation and states that this is the 
five-year anniversary of Wellington managing the Society portfolio. 
He describes the program to sell off the non-agency residential 
mortgage-backed securities as prices have gotten stronger, and 
reviewed compliance summaries.
Mike Stack reviewed the Fixed Income Sector, US Treasury curve, 
and reviewed purchases and sales in the portfolio. He presents 
US Market Outlook and discusses the Fed and interest rates, core 
inflation, and credit spreads. Marc Mercurio speaks on Risk Based 
Capital (RBC) and proposed change to the asset factor of the RBC 
and the effect when adopted. Wellington will use their in-house 
actuary to assist clients in the recalculation of the RBC.
Question by Bro. Fredrick J. MLAKAR on benchmarks.

National President’s Report
March 2017
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters. Welcome to our semiannual 
National Board meeting as we report and discuss the operation of 
our fraternal organization. We look forward to a positive and infor-
mative meeting with a valuable exchange of ideas for the benefit 
of the Society.
A board education seminar was prepared and presented during the 
time of our September board meeting. It was conducted by represen-
tatives from our asset management firm, Wellington Management. 
The title of the presentation was “Introduction to Fixed Income.”  
This was a very informative and educational seminar for our board.

MARKETING
For the year 2016, the Society issued 570 policies with a face amount 
of $9,727,529. The total life insurance in force is $252,850,874. 
There were 385 new members enrolled during the year compared 
to 435 the previous year. First-year annualized life premium was 
down slightly compared to the previous year. Annuity premium was 
$9,688,709 in 2016 compared to $7,559,977 in 2015.
The Lodge Bonus Program provides incentives for Lodges to 
promote new member enrollment and Lodge activity. A Lodge can 
qualify to be designated as a Gold or Silver Star Lodge in either 
or both of these categories. Each Lodge receives Gold and Silver 
new nember goals at the first of the year. Their reward is based on 
which goal they attain. Gold will be based on three percent of their 
active membership, as in the past, with a minimum of eight new 
members. Silver will be approximately 50 percent of the Gold goal 
with a minimum of four new members.
Congratulations to the following Lodges for earning the Gold Level 
for new members in 2016, thus earning a bonus of $300: Lodge 
31 in Sharon, Pa.; Lodge 277 in Struthers, Ohio; Lodge 770 in the 
Borough of SNPJ, Pa.; and Lodge 776 in the Borough of SNPJ, Pa.
Congratulations to the following Lodges for earning the Silver Level 
for new members in 2016, thus earning a bonus of $200: Lodge 6 
in Sygan, Pa.; Lodge 34 in Indianapolis; Lodge 106 in Imperial, Pa.; 
Lodge 142 in Cleveland; Lodge 223 in Greensburg, Pa.; Lodge 245 
in Lawrence, Pa.; Lodge 274 in Dunlo, Pa.; Lodge 584 in Milwaukee; 
Lodge 604 in Cleveland; Lodge 715 in Universal, Pa.; Lodge 721 in 
Aliquippa, Pa.; Lodge 729 in Yukon, Pa.; Lodge 745 in Grass Val-
ley, Calif.; Lodge 782 in Glenshaw, Pa.; and Lodge 786 in Orange 
County, Calif.
The Recommender Program continues to provide a $10 incentive 
for members to refer people for SNPJ membership. There is also a 
chance for recommenders to win $100 in a quarterly drawing and 
$500 in the annual drawing. There were 70 recommenders received 
in 2016 with 64 becoming members.
The Marketing Department continues to promote sales and provide 
support for our producers and members. Marketing Assistant De-
nise Herron provides sales assistance to producers, members and 
potential members. She does a great job writing the PROSVETA 
insurance column “We’ve Got You Covered.” During the year we 
added five new agents.
Brian Ferris joined our SNPJ team on Sept. 26, 2016, as our new 
sales director. He brings more than 20 years of experience in the 
financial and life insurance industry. He has quickly become ac-
climated to the position and SNPJ. Brian has already spent a lot of 
time meeting with agents. We are very happy to have him aboard.

FINANCIAl
The financial report shows a good operational improvement over the 
previous year with an increase in surplus. This was another improved 
year for efficiencies in administrative and fraternal operations. Our 
actions and efforts have shown a significant reduction in general, 
fraternal and investment expenses.
A strategic business plan was provided to the board at the September 
meeting. This involves strategies and plans for all areas such as 
marketing, enterprise risk management, corporate governance, 
information technology, investment, insurance administration 

and operations.

FRATERNAl DEPARTMENT
Fraternal Director Kevin Richards oversees the Fraternal Department, 
which encompasses our fraternal, youth and athletic programs. The 
Fraternal Department had many activities take place during the last 
six months of 2016. The promotion of our programs is done through 
our publications, websites, Facebook, periodic mailings and e-mails.
The activity portion of the Lodge Bonus Program continued in 2016. 
Lodges receive a Lodge Activity Planner that must be completed 
and returned to the Fraternal Department by May 1, indicating at 
least four activities that the Lodge plans to sponsor during the year. 
The Lodges are required to report on the actual activities by the 
end of the year.
Lodges that sponsor and report on at least four activities, one of 
which is a community service or charitable benefit project, shall be 
designated as a Gold Activity Lodge and will receive a $300 bonus. 
Lodges that sponsor and report on at least two activities shall be 
designated as a Silver Activity Lodge and will receive a $200 bonus.
A Lodge will be designated as a Super Star Lodge and receive a 
$750 reward if they meet their Gold new member goal, adding a 
new member in every month of the current year, and sponsor and 
report on five or more Lodge activities, one of which is a community 
service or charitable benefit project.
Congratulations to the following 28 Lodges for earning the Gold 
Level for activity in 2016, thus earning a bonus of $300: Lodge 1 
in Chicago; Lodge 2 in LaSalle, Ill.; Lodge 6 in Sygan, Pa.; Lodge 
8 in Chicago; Lodge 34 in Indianapolis; Lodge 53 in Cleveland; 
Lodge 106 in Imperial, Pa.; Lodge 113 in Price, Utah; Lodge 138 
in Strabane, Pa.; Lodge 158 in Euclid, Ohio; Lodge 207 in Butte, 
Mont.; Lodge 218 in Denver; Lodge 223 in Greensburg, Pa.; Lodge 
225 in Girard, Kan.; Lodge 358 in West Point, Ohio; Lodge 449 in 
Cicero, Ill.; Lodge 559 in Chicago; Lodge 564 in Detroit; Lodge 576 
in Cleveland; Lodge 603 in Samsula, Fla.; Lodge 604 in Cleveland; 
Lodge 643 in Girard, Ohio; Lodge 721 in Aliquippa, Pa.; Lodge 729 
in Yukon, Pa.; Lodge 745 in Grass Valley, Calif; Lodge 776 in the 
Borough of SNPJ, Pa.; Lodge 782 in Glenshaw, Pa.; and Lodge 786 
in Orange County, Calif.
Congratulations to the following two Lodges for earning the Silver 
Level for activity in 2016, thus earning a bonus of $200: Lodge 689 
in Helper, Utah, and Lodge 781 in Avon, Ohio.
Slovenefest took place July 8-10, 2016, at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center. We thank everybody who assisted the Fraternal Department 
in hosting the children’s entertainment during the weekend. It was 
very well received.
The Miss SNPJ Pageant was held during Slovenefest weekend with 
10 contestants participating. Elizabeth Hartman, a member of SNPJ 
Lodge 138 in Strabane, Pa., was crowned Miss SNPJ 2017, Miss 
Fraternalism 2017, and co-Miss SNPJ Talent 2017. Alexis Keyes 
(138) was crowned Miss SNPJ Activity 2017. Meredith Maresh (449) 
was awarded the title of co-Miss Talent 2017. All 18- to 28-year-old 
female members will receive a brochure in a mailing inviting them 
to enter the 2017 Miss SNPJ Pageant.
The Fraternal Department completed its 10th year of sponsoring 
local fraternal activities in the different regions of SNPJ. During the 
last six months of 2016, there were two regional fraternal activities 
that took place. Region 3 Vice President Sis. Linda Gorjup served 
as hostess during the Slovene Heritage Night at the Lake County 
Captains baseball game on Aug. 15, 2016. Miss SNPJ 2017 Eliza-
beth Hartman had the honor of throwing out the first pitch. Region 
4 Vice President Sis. Tracey Anderson served as hostess for the 
SNPJ Night at the Detroit Tigers baseball game on Sept. 24, 2016.
Fraternal Director Richards worked out of the SNPJ Recreation 
Center during First and Second Family Weeks and Senior Week in 
July and August, overseeing and managing the daily activities of 
these three groups. He also served on the planning committee for 
the sixth annual Fraternal Weekend at the SNPJ Recreation Center 
held Aug. 19-20, 2016.
National SNPJ Days were held at the SNPJ Recreation Center during 
Labor Day weekend. Everyone who participated in the tournaments 
and all of the activities during the weekend contributed to this being 
a successful weekend.
The SNPJ Home Office once again served as a drop-off location 
for the Marine Corps Reserves Toys for Tots program during the 
holiday season, donating several boxes of toys for children in Ohio 
and Pennsylvania.
We appreciate the commitment of all our youth directors. Listed below 
are the nine SNPJ Youth Circles, the Lodge or Federation sponsor, 
and the name of the current Circle director as of December 2016:
Circle 2 is sponsored by the Cleveland Federation of Lodges. The 
director is Kathleen Trebets.
Circle 7 is sponsored by Lodge 643, Girard, Ohio. The directors are 
Kurt Seifert and Kandace Kocjan.
Circle 19 is sponsored by Lodge 138, Strabane, Pa. The director 
is Courtney Koenig.
Circle 29 is sponsored by the Detroit Federation of Lodges. The 
director is Shelly Volpe.
Circle 36 is sponsored by Lodge 6, Sygan, Pa. The director is Bryn 
Snow.
Circle 57 is sponsored by Lodge 603, Samsula, Fla. The directors 
are Tonya Stein and Sheryl Benedict.
Circle 104 is sponsored by Lodge 786, Orange County, Calif. The 
director is Teresa Koci.
Circle 106 is sponsored by Lodge 106, Imperial, Pa. The directors 
are Shelly Botwright and Christie Dorste.
Circle 107 is sponsored by Lodge 782, Glenshaw, Pa. The director 
is Megan Sinan.
The TEL Workshop took place Aug. 5-7, 2016, at the SNPJ Rec-
reation Center. We returned to the original teamwork/leadership 
theme for this program this year. The participants were placed into 
teams that had them taking part in challenges that taught teamwork 
and leadership skills. We thank the adult team leaders for helping in 
the planning and implementation of this successful program. There 
were 21 delegates and five adult team leaders participating in the 
weekend-long program. The Team Leader Planning Committee will 
begin working with Fraternal Director Richards through a series of 
conference calls in the spring to prepare for the 2017 TEL Workshop 
to be held Aug. 4-6, 2017, at the SNPJ Recreation Center.
The SNPJ National Athletic Board met on the Friday evening of 
National SNPJ Days weekend. We thank all of the athletic directors 

for not only helping with all of the tournaments during National SNPJ 
Days, but during Fraternal Weekend held at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center as well.
The 2016 National Golf Tournament was played during National 
SNPJ Days. This event was held at Bedford Trails Golf Course 
and was a shotgun start. There were 11 men’s teams, 47 individual 
men, and eight individual women competing, resulting in a Society 
remuneration of $693.
The 2016 National Balina Tournament was held during National 
SNPJ Days. There were nine men’s teams and seven women’s teams 
competing, resulting in a Society remuneration of $448.
The 2016 National Beanbag Toss Tournament was held during 
National SNPJ Days. The tournament was broken into two divisions: 
mixed and female. There were 24 two-person teams competing in 
the mixed division, and eight in the female division, resulting in a 
Society remuneration of $448.
The 2016 SNPJ Fall Classic Bowling Tournament was held Oct.15-
16, sponsored by the SNPJ Lodge 106. Bowling took place at 
Paradise Island Bowling on Neville Island, Pa. For the men, we 
had 11 teams, 18 doubles and 35 singles. For the women, we had 
four teams, eight doubles, and 16 singles. This resulted in a Society 
remuneration of $978.
The 2016 Family Twosome Bowling Tournament was held during the 
month of November with the results completed in December. There 
were 41 doubles teams submitting entries this year. All champions 
received a plaque from the Fraternal Department.
All of these fraternal and athletic programs, along with local Lodge 
and Federation events, help to keep our members active and inter-
ested in SNPJ. Most importantly, this helps to maintain the fraternal 
nature and spirit of our organization. This is all part of our fraternal 
package. Gratitude goes to everyone, including our participating 
members, who help make all of our fraternal programs possible 
and successful.

PUBlICATIONS
The official publication, PROSVETA, and The Voice of Youth (pub-
lished digitally) are managed by Editor Jay Sedmak with the help of 
Associate Editor Kim Winters. They work hard at producing quality 
publications for our membership. We appreciate the contributions 
from our SNPJ scribes who promote and report on SNPJ activities 
and events.
This past fall, Editor Sedmak designed and completed the annual Miss 
SNPJ calendar. He continues to design most of the advertisements, 
press releases and brochures. This included promotional materials 
for Slovenefest, Fraternal Weeks, the Miss SNPJ Pageant and the 
Alpine Room. He and Kim also assist the Marketing Department 
with design-related support.
Our five websites – SNPJ Recreation Center, Slovenian Heritage 
Center, Alpine Room, Slovenefest and main site – continue to be 
maintained by Jay Sedmak with help from Associate Editor Kim 
Winters. The company that provides web support for us is 3Seed.  
Work continues for updating the SNPJ main site, the Heritage Center 
and the Recreation Center websites.
Facebook continues to be our primary social media outlet. Kim and 
Kevin Richards maintain the SNPJ Facebook pages. Sue Zarella 
does a good job with the SNPJ Recreation Center Facebook page, 
and SNPJ Heritage Committee member Seph Kumer takes care of 
the Heritage Facebook page. Facebook continues to be a valuable 
real-time resource to promote our events and programs.

SlOVENIA
SNPJ continues to maintain a good relationship with Slovenia, and 
its diplomatic offices and representatives in the United States. New 
Slovenian Consul General Andrej Rode attended Slovenefest in 
July and addressed the audience during the Miss SNPJ Pageant 
program on Sunday. This was his first year as our honored guest.  
The Pennsylvania Honorary Slovenian Consul also attended Slo-
venefest and made a presentation about Slovenia as hosted by the 
SNPJ Slovenian Heritage Center Committee.
Former Slovenian Consul General Dr. Jurček Žmauc is currently the 
president of the Slovenian American Business Association (SABA). 
In September, Dr. Žmauc coordinated a Slovenian American busi-
ness conference in Pittsburgh hosted at the SNPJ Lodge 106 Hall. 
I was happy to be on the program representing SNPJ.
SNPJ has hosted many tours to Slovenia in past years. Once again, 
SNPJ will be returning to Slovenia with a tour in June of 2017. The 
arrangements were made through Kollander World Travel. The tour 
was sold out by December.

FRATERNAl INDUSTRY
The Society remains active and updated with the fraternal industry 
through a network of local, state and national trade affiliates. The 
Executive Committee participates with the Fraternal Societies of 
Greater Pittsburgh (FSGP), the Pennsylvania Fraternal Alliance 
(PFA) and the American Fraternal Alliance (the Alliance).
The executive officers attend the FSGP meetings which include 
representatives of several fraternals headquartered or having a 
presence in Western Pennsylvania. National Secretary Karen Pintar 
continues to serve as secretary of the FSGP.
In 2015, I was elected to serve as a second vice president of the 
PFA and am now first vice president. I participate in the PFA board 
meetings, which are held primarily via conference call, and serve 
on standing committees.
The American Fraternal Alliance annual meeting took place in 
September. Many topics were presented through speakers and 
workshops, which included consolidated services, regulatory issues, 
fraternal branding, technology and distribution. I continue to serve 
on the Alliance’s President’s Section Advisory Council which helps 
in the planning of the mid-year Executive Summit meeting.
The American Fraternal Alliance continues to be an effective national 
trade association for its member societies. It remains successful 
in helping to maintain the important tax-exempt status through its 
strong advocacy efforts and grass roots leadership.

RISK-FOCUSED EXAMINATION
During this period, the Pennsylvania Insurance Department con-
cluded their five-year examination of SNPJ which began with an 
entrance meeting on May 10, 2016. The examiner in charge, David 
Jia, conducted bi-weekly status meetings with the Executive Com-
mittee as necessary.  As appropriate, some meetings included others 
from the department, as well as the Society’s actuary.
On Dec. 19, 2016, the Financial Condition Examination Report of the 



4 PROSVETA
May 1, 2017 www.snpj.org • prosveta@snpj.com

NATIONAl PRESIDENT’S REPORT
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

NATIONAl SECRETARY’S REPORT
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

NATIONAl SECRETARY’S REPORT
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

NATIONAl TREASURER’S REPORT
CONTINUES NEXT PAGE

Slovene National Benefit Society as of Dec. 31, 2015, was adopted by 
the commissioner and filed with the Pennsylvania Insurance Depart-
ment. The examination report disclosed no material exceptions to 
acceptable company operations and practices. It was a clean report.
SNPJ executive officers Karen Pintar and Robert Lawrence, along 
with our management team and staff, did an exceptional job in 
responding to the department’s requests. Our actuary, Joseph 
Steimla, and auditor, Leo Hannah, also satisfied their requests in 
a timely matter.

CONClUSION
I am very happy to be working with a very experienced executive 
team. National Secretary/COO Karen Pintar and National Treasurer/
CFO Robert Lawrence do an excellent job for the Society.
Executive Assistant Kathy Brown does a great job for us. She provides 
excellent support for the executive officers, as well as handles her 
regular duties and projects with great efficiency.
The Home Office management and staff show how dedicated they 
are working to support our membership on the business and fraternal 
sides. The success of our Society is also due to the dedication of 
our Lodge and Federation officers, whom we greatly appreciate.
As a fraternal benefit society, we must strive to provide the best 
possible fraternal and professional service to our membership. This 
approach is important in maintaining the integrity of the SNPJ. The 
dedication and support of our National Board is important and greatly 
appreciated. May our decisions strengthen our fraternal fiber and 
positive atmosphere for the betterment of our SNPJ.
Fraternally,

JOSEPH C. EVANISH, FLMI
National President/CEO

National President’s Report
President EVANISH highlights his report, stating that new member 
enrollment and life insurance premiums were down for 2016, annuity 
income was up, and Lodge participation in the Lodge Bonus Program 
remains mostly consistent. He reports on website planning, what has 
been completed, and what is being worked on. He states that we 
received a clean report from the Insurance Department examination. 
He reported on the reduced subsidy to fraternal weeks; changes in 
the structure of the weeks and a reduction by one day; and that we 
are promoting the fraternal weeks heavily on social media, e-mail 
and flyers. The RBC is down slightly and was affected by the net 
future interest rates in a negative way.
Questions and comments by Sisters RIGLER snd ANDERSON, and 
Young Adult Representative Sis. Alexandria PERDAN.
Motion to approve the report by Bro. HERVOL, second by Bro. 
CLIFFORD. Motion approved.

National Secretary’s Report
For the period ended Dec. 31, 2016
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters, and welcome to the semi-
annual meeting of the SNPJ National Board.
The following report relates to the activities and business conducted 
through the office of the National Secretary for the period of July 
1 through Dec. 31, 2016. Additional information is included, where 
appropriate, concerning the entire year 2016.

SNPJ HOME OFFICE
Personnel
As of the end of December 2016, we continue to employ 15 full-time 
employees, which includes the Executive Committee. We also employ 
three part-time employees throughout the year and one additional 
part-time employee during the spring and summer months.
Insurance Administration
The employees in this area continue to handle the day-to-day opera-
tions of a life insurance and annuity company operation. In addition, 
they provide necessary information to Lodge secretaries and agents.
During this six-month period, we continued to provide the necessary 
information for the Pennsylvania Insurance Department examination.  
The examination was risk focused, so our policies and procedures 
were critiqued to determine the risk posed to the Society and to the 
members with the manner in which information is handled at the 
Home Office. We were required to produce all of our policies and 
procedures related to each job function at the Home Office, and 
we had to demonstrate that the policy and procedure manual is fol-
lowed through with each job function. Our staff in this area sat with 
the examiner as they performed each of their individual job duties.
Samples were provided to the examiners for each job function, 
and the examiners followed the chain of process from beginning 
to end. Of course, all of the risk assessments done for each of the 
job functions were also reviewed by the examiner and matched to 
the process evaluated.
We are happy to report that the examination did not produce any 
deficiencies with the manner in which information is handled, 
processed or kept.
Thanks to the employees in Insurance Administration for the excel-
lent job that they did in not only keeping their procedures updated 
and current in the procedure manual, but for the additional effort 
they put into providing all of the information and assistance in the 
examination.
Information Technology
This area continues to maintain all of the hardware and software at 
the Home Office and the SNPJ Recreation Center.
The IT Department was very involved in the Pennsylvania Insurance 
Department examination as data risk and data integrity are two very 
important areas that are reviewed by the insurance department. Bro. 
Terry Champ, the IT manager, and I developed and implemented 
numerous policies and procedures to mitigate risk involved with data.  
Some of these policies included password procedure, awareness 
training, technology equipment disposal, remote access, anti-virus, 
prospective risk, back up and recovery, and acceptable use. We 
also continue to review and monitor the area of cyber security risk 
and update our disaster recovery manual annually.
During the insurance department’s examination, we implemented 
an access control to the computer room so that only individuals with 
the proper credentials and code can enter the room, and installed 
an environmental monitoring system for the computer room which 
monitors temperature and moisture levels, records all access, and 
has been included in the building’s alarm monitoring system.
At the end of the examination, we are happy to report that the Penn-
sylvania Insurance Department did not have any recommendations 
as a result of the examination.
In October 2016, we performed an off-site disaster recovery test 

at the SNPJ Recreation Center. The National Secretary; National 
Treasurer; IT manager; office manager; accountant; and staff from 
new business, policy services and computer operator were all at the 
Recreation Center for this test. Our duties were to bring the system 
live on individual PCs so that we would be able to collect premiums, 
make bank deposits, pay claims and provide necessary information 
regarding policies and annuities to members. We are happy to report 
that the test was successful, and we were able to accomplish all of 
the tasks as outlined in the disaster recovery manual. This test will 
be completed on an annual basis, and the next test is scheduled 
for October 2017 at the SNPJ Lodge 106 Hall.
A sincere thank you to our IT Department for the diligence in providing 
the necessary information and testing materials to the Pennsylvania 
Insurance Department during the examination, and for ensuring the 
security controls that are in place for our data.

lODGES AND lODGE SECRETARIES
Lodges
As of Dec. 31, 2016, there are 87 Lodges. There were no mergers 
or completed Lodge transfers during this period.
We continue to list Lodge 292 as an inactive Lodge of the Society 
as we await the sale of the Lodge property.
Lodge and Secretary Awards
The awards paid out in July, which represent the period ended June 
30, 2016, were the last Lodge and Secretary awards that will be paid 
out based on the renewal premium of the Lodge. The National Board, 
at their last meeting, determined that this is no longer an acceptable 
way of awarding monies to Lodges and secretaries. At that meeting, 
the Executive Committee proposed a revision to the Lodge Award 
Program, which the board accepted, to provide additional monies 
for those who successfully achieve the goals of the SNPJ Lodge 
Bonus Program. The proposal to change the award to secretaries 
from 50 cents per member to 75 cents per member for completing 
and submitting all of the required forms on time was also approved 
by the board as an additional means to reward Lodge secretaries.
 Lodge Awards ....................... $16,354.25
 Secretary Awards ...................$32,541.79
 Total Awards .........................$48,896.04
These monies paid out to the Lodges represent 2½ percent of the 
Lodge renewal premium collected and five percent of the Lodge 
renewal premium for the secretary.

MEMBERSHIP
The active adult membership of the Society is 30,265, and the youth 
active membership is 2,714 for a total of 32,979.
 Dec. 31, 2015 ................... 30,627 Adult
    2,935 Youth
  33,562 Total
 June 30, 2016 ................... 30,469 Adult
    2,813 Youth
  33,282 Total
 Dec. 31, 2016 ................... 30,265 Adult
    2,714 Youth
  32,979 Total
This represents a decrease of 583 members for the 12-month period.
Membership Statistics
 Members as of Jan. 1, 2016 ..............33,562
  Increase by:
   New Members ...............................385
   Reinstated .......................................10
  Total Increase ....................................395
  Decrease by:
   Deaths ...........................................487
   Cash Surrenders ........................... 171
   Expired ............................................91
   Canceled ....................................... 172
   Lapsed ............................................. 17
   Matured ...........................................23
   Suspended pending Death .............. 11
   Suspended pending Maturity ............6
  Total Decrease ..................................978
 Members as of Dec. 31, 2016 ..........32, 979

INSURANCE IN FORCE
Life Insurance
 Policies as of Jan. 1, 2016 ..................37,121
  Increase:
   Issued and Paid .............................334
   Reinstatement .................................33
  Total Increase ....................................367
  Decrease:
   Canceled .......................................192
   Expired ............................................96
   Matured ...........................................59
   Lapse .................................................4
   Surrender ...................................... 216
   Death Claim ...................................581
  Total Decrease ............................... 1,148
 Policies as of Dec. 31, 2016 ..............36,340
Annuities
 Policies as of Jan. 1, 2016 ................... 4,241
  Increase:
   Issued and Paid .............................236
  Total Increase ....................................236
  Decrease:
   Cancel after Issue .............................3
   Surrender ........................................85
   Death Claim .....................................99
 Total Decrease ....................................... 187
 Policies as of Dec. 31, 2016 ................4,290
The fund balance of annuities on Dec. 31, 2016, is $148,259,048.
Accident & Health
 Policies as of Jan. 1, 2016 ...................4,853
  Increase:
   Reinstated .......................................18
  Total Increase ......................................18
  Decrease:
   Canceled ....................................... 151
   Expired ..........................................193
   Death Claims .................................162
  Total Decrease ..................................506
 Policies as of Dec. 31, 2016 ................4,365

FRATERNAl ACTIVITIES
Slovene National Benefit Society
During this six-month period, I attended and participated in a number 
of our fraternal events and programs. My husband and I continue 
to own a trailer at the SNPJ Recreation Center and spend most 
weekends during the summer at camp. We are able to participate 

in most of the sponsored events.
July, of course, brings Slovenefest to the Recreation Center, and I 
served, once again, on the Slovenefest Committee scheduling and 
coordinating the beer trucks with my husband Ken and National 
Board member Vincent Baselj. I also continue to serve on the Miss 
SNPJ Pageant Committee and organized the “Meet and Greet” for 
our board members, dignitaries and pageant contestants.
In August I assisted our Fraternal Director with organizing and running 
the balina tournament held during Fraternal Weekend. Fortunately, I 
was also able to participate in this activity and I am thrilled that this 
tournament gets bigger each year.
In September I participated in SNPJ National Days and, once again, 
organized and ran the women’s balina tournament, and assisted 
Fraternal Director Kevin Richards in organizing and running the 
men’s balina tournament.
I continue to serve my Lodge, SNPJ Lodge 6, as the Lodge president, 
and also serve as a director of the board of the Sygan American 
Slovene Club (SASC) which runs the business of the Lodge hall.
Fraternal Societies of Greater Pittsburgh
I have been able to assist this organization by serving as the secretary 
for many years and organizing the luncheons, Christmas party and 
Fraternalist of the Year banquet. The luncheons provide the op-
portunity to not only network with officers of other fraternals, but to 
provide education by guest speakers on a number of topics relevant 
to insurance, investments, compliance and fraternal organizations’ 
community service projects.
Pennsylvania Fraternal Alliance
The annual meeting was held in October in Gettysburg, Pa. There 
were a number of excellent presentations on topics relative to my 
job in our organization, as well as topics on fraternal investments, 
a presentation by the Pennsylvania Insurance Department, and a 
number of other interesting and motivating speakers.
Our Executive Committee remains involved in this organization, and 
each of us serves on committees of the board.
American Fraternal Alliance
The annual meeting was held in Nashville, Tenn., and our Executive 
Committee was able to attend. The keynote speakers for this meeting 
were great and talked at length about change in an organization. 
There were also workshop topics on “Changes to BCAR and its 
impact on regulator’s opinions,” “Embracing Diversity,” “Technol-
ogy and Distribution – Changing the Way We Do Business,” and a 
number of other useful and informative topics.

CONClUSION
A huge thank you to the managers and staff at the Home Office 
who put much time and effort in during the Pennsylvania Insurance 
Department’s five-year examination. We are very pleased that the 
department found no recommendations to be made, and much credit 
can be given to these individuals for their hard work and adherence 
to policies and procedures.
Thanks to our Executive Assistant, Sis. Kathy Brown, for all of her 
hard work and all of the assistance she provides to our Executive 
Committee. We are fortunate to have her.
As always, I thank my fellow executive officers for their dedication 
and commitment that allows us to serve our members and Society.
I look forward to a productive and informative board meeting where 
we make decisions in the best interest of our members and the 
organization.
Fraternally,

KAREN A. PINTAR, FLMI, CCP, AIAA
National Secretary/COO

National Secretary’s Report
Sis. Karen A. PINTAR highlights her report, stating that both Insur-
ance Administration and Information Technology were busy with the 
insurance examination during the last six months. She stated that 
she and the IT manager wrote a number of policies for the IT area 
during this six-month period, that there were three required Lodge 
reports that were not turned in by the deadline and three that are 
currently late. She reported that a disaster recovery test was suc-
cessfully performed at the SNPJ Recreation Center in October 2016, 
and that the Home Office staff was able to provide the necessary 
processes and results that were required.
Motion by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro. ANDERSON, to approve 
the report. Motion approved.

National Treasurer’s Report
March 2017
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters. Financial results show 
continued growth in assets and an increase in surplus for the year 
2016. The Society’s assets increased $3.6 million, or 1.8 percent, 
from year-end 2015 to total $208,816,849. There were no signifi-
cant changes to the Society’s assets from year-end 2015. Fixed 
income securities and cash totaling $201,705,985 represent 97.7 
percent of the Society’s total invested assets. Real estate holdings, 
which include the Home Office and the SNPJ Recreation Center, 
total $2,444,478, representing 1.2 percent of invested assets. The 
remaining 1.1 percent of invested assets is comprised of certificate 
loans, mortgages and other invested assets.
As a result of the improved investment income and reduction of 
expenses, the Society showed a net gain from operations before 
refunds and before realized capital gains and losses of $545,298.  
Net income for the year after refunds and after realized capital gains 
and losses was a gain of $467,229. Surplus increased $397,004 
from year-end 2015, to $6,188,490 as of Dec. 31, 2016.
Gross income for the year totaled $20,628,639, an increase of 
$2,425,041, or  13.3 percent, over 2015. The increase in gross income 
was due to an increase in annuity considerations and an increase in 
investment income. Premiums on life policies decreased $28,862, 
or 1.8 percent. The decrease was due to a 35 percent decrease 
in single premium life sales of $30,346 from 2015 to 2016. Annuity 
considerations increased 28 percent, or $2,128,732, from $7,559,977 
in 2015 to $9,688,709 in 2016.
Gross investment income increased $233,296, or 2.5 percent, 
from 2015 to 2016. Adjustments made to the fixed income bond 
portfolio at the end of 2015 by the Finance Committee resulted in 
the increase in gross investment income. Net investment income 
increased five percent due to a 26 percent decrease in the amount 
of $202,975 in investment expense. This decrease is primarily a 
result of reclassifying the payments made by the Society to sup-
port the SNPJ Recreation Center operating deficit from investment 
to fraternal expense. 
The asset portfolio continued to experience a high volume of principal 
paydowns from structured securities and bond maturities in 2016 
which were reinvested at dramatically lower yields. The reinvestment 
at lower yields reduces the excess interest earned over the amounts 
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The following is a record of the transactions for the second half of 2016:
PURCHASES:
   Coupon Due
Cost Description Yield Rate Date
$451,976  Air Lease Corp     3.900%      4.250% 09/15/2024
84,849  Air Lease Corp 3.900 4.250 09/15/2024
230,274  Anadarko Pete Corp 5.220 6.450 09/15/2036
582,631  Avalonbay Communities Inc 3.920 3.900 10/15/2046
537,152  Capital One Financial 4.040 3.750 07/28/2026
303,845  Comcast Corp 4.360 6.950 08/15/2037
679,932  Commonwealth Fing Auth PA 4.140 4.144 06/01/2038
360,000  Bremen IL SD AGM 5.020 5.019 12/01/2041
209,768  Cox Communications 5.390 4.800 02/01/2035
426,465  ERAC USA Financial 4.710 6.700 06/01/2034
264,045  FMR LLC 4.770 5.150 02/01/2043
426,034  General Motors Co 4.840 6.600 04/01/2036
317,718  HSBC Holdings PLC 4.490 6.500 09/15/2037
592,092  Host Hotel & Resort 4.190 4.000 06/15/2025
227,942  ING US Inc 4.770 5.700 07/15/2043
573,226  Kane County IL 131 AGM 4.112 4.218 09/15/2041
218,474  Kraft Foods Group 4.730 6.500 02/09/2040
103,700  Magellan Midstream 4.320 4.250 09/15/2046
481,520  Bank Of America Corp 4.560 6.110 01/29/2037
47,952  GA MEAG J 4.610 6.637 04/01/2057
644,269  Noble Energy Inc 5.040 5.250 11/15/2043
281,131  Pacific Gas & Electric 4.030 6.050 03/01/2034
611,843  Progress Energy Inc 4.070 6.000 12/01/2039
177,839  Prudential Financial 4.390 5.625 05/12/2041
348,551  Regions Finacial Company 5.120 7.375 12/10/2037
142,036  Regions Finacial Company 5.120 7.375 12/10/2037
645,957  Simon Property Group 4.290 4.250 11/30/2046
282,449  Teva Pharmaceutical 4.200 6.150 02/01/2036
303,783  Teva Pharmaceutical 4.030 4.100 10/01/2046
74,375  Teva Pharmaceutical 4.030 4.100 10/01/2046
248,586  TransCanada Pipeline 4.420 6.200 10/15/2037
520,435  Western Gas Partner 4.130 4.650 07/01/2026
11,400,848  Total Securities Purchased   
0  New Mortgages Granted   
$11,400,848  Total Purchases

REDEMPTIONS:
  Gain/ Coupon Date
Consideration Description (Loss) Rate       Paid    
$25,905  Southaven Combined TVA  $-       3.846% 08/15/2016
133,888  Roche Holdings Inc  13,888  6.000 08/25/2016
500,000  Capital One Financial Co  -    6.150 09/01/2016
500,000  Health Care Properties  -    6.300 09/15/2016
500,000  Nationsbank Corp  -    7.800 09/15/2016
485,605  Canadian Nat’l Resource  13,042  6.250 10/13/2016
337,513  Teck Resources Limited  2,806  4.750 10/21/2016
539,386  Liberty Property MTN  41,536  7.500 11/04/2016
1,500,000  Comerica Bank  -    5.750 11/21/2016
772,961  Pfizer Inc  57,714  6.200 11/21/2016
11,459  Old Dominion Elec  -    5.676 12/01/2016
10,000  OMX Timber Fin  10,000  0.000 12/01/2016
5,781  CVS Drug  -    8.353 12/10/2016
551,799  CMO/Asset Backed Principal Receipts  2,231  Various 2016
2,783,715  Gov’t Agency Principal Receipts  -    Various 2016
8,658,010  Total Securities Redeemed   
17,518  Principal Payments on Mortgages
$8,675,528  Total Redemptions  $141,217

promised to our members in the forms of life insurance cash values 
and annuity interest crediting rates. A reduction in excess interest 
reduces the amount of cash available to cover general and fraternal 
expenses, taxes and fees, and refunds. Several additional measures 
were taken in 2016 to address the reduction of excess interest in-
come this past year. Adjustments were made to publications costs, 
and various office and fraternal expenses were reduced. This effort 
resulted in a 0.1 percent increase in general and fraternal expenses 
in the amount of $2,709, from $2,363,144 in 2015 to $2,365,853 in 
2016. Only a slight increase of $2,709 is noteworthy, considering 
that $180,000 in expenses were added to general and fraternal 
expenses in 2016 with the reclassifying of the payments made by 
the Society to support the SNPJ Recreation Center operating deficit 
from investment expense to fraternal expense.
Overall insurance and annuity benefit claims decreased 15.1 percent 
from 2015 to 2016. Death benefits paid on life insurance decreased 
$318,324, or 18 percent, to $1,432,201 from 2015, while insurance 
cash surrenders increased 8.5 percent from 2015. Mortality expense 
decreased 33 percent in 2016 from 2015. Both annuity cash surren-
ders and annuity death payments decreased from 2015. Total annuity 
benefits paid decreased $1,912,272, or 15.4 percent, from 2015.
During 2016, our regulator, the Pennsylvania Insurance Department, 
completed the five-year examination of our Society. This was a risk-
based examination. The final report of examination was provided to 
all National Board members and all state insurance departments in 
which the Society is licensed.
Following are financial statements and investment transactions for 
the period.
Respectfully submitted,

ROBERT J. LAWRENCE
National Treasurer/CFO

Finance Committee Report
July 1 through Dec. 31, 2016
Fraternal greetings and welcome to the semiannual National Board 
meeting, Brothers and Sisters of the Slovene National Benefit Society.
The Finance Committee continues to follow the Rules of Procedure 
approved by this board to promote an efficient investment and moni-
toring of our Society’s funds. Our bond maturity distribution at Dec. 
31, 2016, compared to Dec. 31, 2015, was as follows, along with a 
listing of the SNPJ portfolio by investment category:
 Dec. 31, 2016 Dec. 31, 2015
Less than 1 Year $7,519,267 3.7% $12,030,772 6.1%
1 to 10 years 91,089,914 45.3% 95,174,672 48.3%
11 to 20 years 49,661,338 24.7% 45,978,211 23.4%
Over 20 years 52,790,172 26.3% 43,680,389 22.2%
Total Bonds $201,060,691 100.0% $196,864,044 100.0%

   Percent 
 Market Statement of Total Yield
Corporate Bonds $124,051,213 $119,395,830 57.81% 5.05%

Portfolio Risk Analysis
 Date Duration Avg. Rating Book Yield Market Yield
Dec. 2011 5.80 A+ 5.44 3.97
Dec. 2012 6.05 A+ 5.22 2.91
Dec. 2013 6.22 A+ 5.11 3.72
Dec. 2014 6.57 A+ 4.95 3.15
Dec. 2015 7.64 A+ 4.86 3.75
Dec. 2016 8.33 A 4.82 3.75
Wellington Management Company, LLP, continues to monitor the 
portfolio and manage the assets within the guidelines set forth by 
the Finance Committee and approved by the National Board. The 
goal is to optimize portfolio yield while maintaining a high-quality 
portfolio and matching the Society’s liability cash flow needs. The 
ongoing low interest rate environment continues to make it very 
challenging when trying to cover current contract guarantees without 
taking on excessive amounts of risk.
Investment yields on purchases made in the second half of 2016 
averaged 4.41 percent. These investments had a 20-year average life 
with an average S&P credit quality of BBB+. Purchases comprised 
of mostly corporate bonds and some taxable municipal bonds.
The market value of the portfolio decreased $8.2 million during the 
second half of 2016. This was a direct result of a pop-up in market 
rates after the presidential election. The benchmark 10-year Treasury 
rates increased from 1.47 percent at the end of June to 2.45 percent 
at the end of December. While this was a significant increase from 
rates as of June 30, Treasury rates closed only slightly above where 
they were at the end of 2015.
Long-term rates continue to remain very accommodating with market 
yields remaining at historically low levels across all sectors. Due 
to this, during the period annuity renewal rates on the 1.25 percent 
and two percent guarantee products were decreased.
The effective duration of the portfolio increased slightly during the 
last half of 2016 from 8.26 to 8.33 years. Cash flow from the portfolio 
is positioned to meet projected cash flow needs.
Attached is a record of transactions for the period of July 1 to Dec. 
31, 2016.

SNPJ FINANCE COMMITTEE
ROGER C. CLIFFORD, Chairman

JOSEPH C. EVANISH
KEN ANDERSON

RICHARD HERVOl
ROBERT J. LAWRENCE

SEE FINANCIAl SUMMARIES
ON PAGE 7

The following investments were purchased from July 1 through Dec. 31, 2016:  
BONDS AND OTHER INVESTMENTS:
 Coupon  Par Purchase Due
Name & Description Rate  Cost  Value Date  Date
Air Lease Corp   4.250%   $451,976   $442,000  11/21/2016 09/15/2024
Air Lease Corp 4.250   84,849  83,000  11/23/2016 09/15/2024
Anadarko Pete Corp 6.450   230,274  200,000  08/18/2016 09/15/2036
Avalonbay Communities Inc 3.900   582,631  585,000  09/26/2016 10/15/2046
Capital One Financial 3.750   537,152  550,000  11/14/2016 07/28/2026
Comcast Corp 6.950   303,845  225,000  11/21/2016 08/15/2037
Commonwealth Fing Auth PA 4.144   679,932  675,000  10/20/2016 06/01/2038
Bremen IL SD AGM 5.019   360,000  360,000  12/21/2016 12/01/2041
Cox Communications 4.800   209,768  225,000  12/21/2016 02/01/2035
ERAC USA Financial 6.700   426,465  345,000  11/15/2016 06/01/2034
FMR LLC 5.150   264,045  250,000  12/22/2016 02/01/2043
General Motors Co 6.600   426,034  350,000  09/07/2016 04/01/2036
HSBC Holdings PLC 6.500   317,718  250,000  09/15/2016 09/15/2037
Host Hotel & Resort 4.000   592,092  600,000  11/28/2016 06/15/2025
ING US Inc 5.700   227,942  200,000  08/18/2016 07/15/2043
Kane County IL 131 AGM 4.218   573,226  565,000  09/09/2016 09/15/2041
Kraft Foods Group 6.500   218,474  175,000  11/15/2016 02/09/2040
Magellan Midstream 4.250   103,700  105,000  09/06/2016 09/15/2046
Bank Of America Corp 6.110   481,520  400,000  09/15/2016 01/29/2037
GA MEAG J 6.637   47,952  35,000  09/06/2016 04/01/2057
Noble Energy Inc 5.250   644,269  625,000  10/13/2016 11/15/2043
Pacific Gas & Electric 6.050   281,131  225,000  11/21/2016 03/01/2034
Progress Energy Inc 6.000   611,843  475,000  09/23/2016 12/01/2039
Prudential Financial 5.625   177,839  150,000  08/18/2016 05/12/2041
Regions Finacial Company 7.375   348,551  270,000  07/19/2016 12/10/2037
Regions Finacial Company 7.375   142,036  110,000  07/19/2016 12/10/2037
Simon Property Group 4.250   645,957  650,000  11/15/2016 11/30/2046
Teva Pharmaceutical 6.150   282,449  225,000  10/19/2016 02/01/2036
Teva Pharmaceutical 4.100   303,783  300,000  07/19/2016 10/01/2046
Teva Pharmaceutical 4.100   74,375  75,000  07/18/2016 10/01/2046
TransCanada Pipeline 6.200   248,586  200,000  08/08/2016 10/15/2037
Western Gas Partner 4.650   520,435  500,000  09/07/2016 07/01/2026
Mortgages Granted  0  0  2016 
Total New Purchases 7-1-16 through 12-31-16 $11,400,848   $10,425,000

The following investments were disposed of from July 1 through Dec. 31, 2016:
BONDS AND OTHER INVESTMENTS:
 Coupon Consider- Par Book Date
Name & Description Rate  ation  Value  Value  Paid
Southaven Combined TVA   3.846%   $25,905   $25,905   $25,905  08/15/2016
Roche Holdings Inc 6.000   133,888   120,000   120,000  08/25/2016
Capital One Financial Co 6.150   500,000   500,000   500,000  09/01/2016
Health Care Properties 6.300   500,000   500,000   500,000  09/15/2016
Nationsbank Corp 7.800   500,000   500,000   500,000  09/15/2016
Canadian Nat’l Resource 6.250   485,605   425,000   472,563  10/13/2016
Teck Resources Limited 4.750   337,513   335,000   334,706  10/21/2016
Liberty Property MTN 7.500   539,386   500,000   497,850  11/04/2016
Comerica Bank 5.750   1,500,000   1,500,000   1,500,000  11/21/2016
Pfizer Inc 6.200   772,961   700,000   715,247  11/21/2016
Old Dominion Elec 5.676   11,459   11,459   11,459  12/01/2016
OMX Timber Fin 0.000   10,000   -     -    12/01/2016
CVS Drug 8.353   5,781   5,781   5,781  12/10/2016
Mortgage/Asset Backed Principal Paydowns Various 545,888  570,099  543,658  2016
Gov’t Agency Principal Paydowns Various 2,783,714  2,783,714  2,783,714  2016
Mortgage Payments Various 17,518  17,518  17,518  2016
Total Disposed of 7-1-16 through 12-31-16 $8,669,617   $8,494,476   $8,528,401

National Treasurer’s Report
Bro. Robert J. LAWRENCE highlights his report, stating that as-
sets grew by $3.6 million and the bond portfolio is up $4.2 million. 
Reserves are also up due to an increase in annuity premium; in-
crease in investment income. Reclassification of Recreation Center 
expenses from investment expense to general expense explains 
the increase in general expenses, although overall they increased 
only slightly. Death benefits were down in 2016. The total cost of 
the Pennsylvania Insurance Department examination was $170,000. 
Surplus increased approximately $397,000.
Motion by Bro. MLAKAR, second by Bro. ANDERSON, to approve 
the report. Motion approved.

   Percent 
 Market Statement of Total Yield
Taxable Municipal 40,529,464 37,926,954 18.37% 4.86%
Agency CMBS 18,569,090 18,250,364 8.84% 3.68%
Commercial MBS 13,510,789 13,011,518 6.30% 3.77%
Agency CMOs 6,347,501 5,912,141 2.86% 4.87%
Non-Agency CMOs 3,182,260 3,180,130 1.54% 5.80%
Agency Passthroughs 1,749,035 1,649,456 0.80% 3.83%
Asset Backed Securities 855,368 874,619 0.42% 5.63%
U. S. Agency 958,300 859,679 0.42% 5.91%
Total Bonds $209,753,020 $201,060,691 97.36% 4.82%
Preferred Stock 0 0 0.00% 0.00%
Common Stock 17,850 17,850 0.01% 2.16%
Other Assets 1,255,452 1,227,156 0.59% 5.76%
Mortgages 342,802 342,802 0.17% 2.90%
Real Estate 2,444,478 2,444,478 1.18% 3.68%
Cash & Certificate Loans 1,423,038 1,423,038 0.69% 2.40%
Total Invested Assets $215,236,639 $206,516,014 100.00% 4.81%

*Any difference in totals is due to rounding.

Finance Committee Report
Chairman Bro. CLIFFORD presented the report of the Finance 

Committee. Motion by Sis. Phyllis M. WOOD, second by Sis. AN-
DERSON, to approve the report. Motion approved.

SNPJ Audit Committee Report
July-December 2016
Fraternal greetings, SNPJ Executive Committee, SNPJ National 
Board and SNPJ members. The Audit Committee met March 20-
23, 2017, for their regular semiannual meeting with all committee 
members present.
The semiannual review consisted of routine documentation reviews, 
the annual audit report and interviews with the Executive Committee.
Routine Oversight Report Reviews
The following were reviewed for the period July through December 
2016:

• Random receipts/invoices, and 100 percent of National Board 
members and professional consultants

• Randomly selected checks over $20,000 requiring three execu-
tive signatures

• National Board member Lodge meeting attendance reports
All of the above were found to be in order.
Audit Committee Charter
A draft Audit Committee charter detailing the committee’s responsi-
bilities was reviewed by committee members. Revisions were made 
and submitted to President Evanish for his and Todd Martin’s review 
and revisions. It is expected the process will be completed for the 
National Board’s approval at the September meeting.
SNPJ Annual Audit
Mr. Leo Hannah from the SNPJ’s contracted auditing firm of Horovitz, 
Rudoy & Roteman (now known as H2R) presented the results of 
the 2016 financial audit to the Audit Committee, and it was found 
that there were no material weaknesses in the financial statements 
and processes of the organization. The audit was deemed to be a 
“clean opinion audit,” which means there were no negative findings 
from the annual audit. 
Mr. Hannah discussed the impact of the current low interest rates 
on the risk based calculation (RBC), which is a challenge for many 
fraternals, including the SNPJ. He remarked that the executives 
have done an excellent job decreasing expenses at the Home 
Office and have good plans in place with many actions already 
completed. However, Mr. Hannah repeated again this year that 
the Recreation Center continues to have a direct impact due to the 
high dollar subsidy paid out again in 2016 and over the past several 
years. He encouraged the organization to continue implementing 
the turnaround plan for the Recreation Center to assure it reaches 
a positive financial status as soon as possible.
Mr. Hannah stated that the audit went smoothly with full cooperation 
by the Executive Committee, and there were no problems with the 
process. The Executive Committee reported the same.
Pennsylvania Insurance Department Examination
SNPJ underwent the routine Pennsylvania State Insurance Depart-
ment examination during the last few months of 2016. There were 
no material findings. Congratulations to the Executive Committee 
and staff for a job well done.
Executive Committee Member Meetings
The Audit Committee met with each of the executives to discuss 
their biannual reports and various topics. Individually, they reviewed 
their semiannual reports and each answered all of our questions to 
the satisfaction of the committee.
SNPJ 2016 Financial Report
Bro. Robert Lawrence reviewed the financial reports with the Audit 
Committee. He provided reasons for significant increases and 
decreases in the many categories of income and expenses. It is to 
be noted that the executives have done an excellent job decreasing 
expenses, resulting in an increase in the surplus. The actions taken 
during the last half of 2016 will have a continued effect for 2017.  
He noted that additional security levels have been added to bank 
accounts to protect them from unauthorized access. 
Bro. Lawrence discussed a federal proposal that will change the clas-
sifications of bonds, moving from a six-level system to an expanded 
level system for the RBC calculations. Bonds will be reclassified into 
the new levels which will have a negative effect on the RBC. This 
will affect all insurance companies.
The Audit Committee met with the Executive Committee to discuss the 
risk based capital (RBC) rate. RBC measures the amount of capital 
that an insurance company needs to support its overall business 
operations. The causes of the continued RBC decline, despite an 
improving surplus in 2016, was discussed and the primary reason 
is the effects of the low interest rate which has had a continued 
effect on the Society, along with all insurance companies. There is 
an action plan in place to improve the RBC rate.
The National Board recommendations from the September 2016 
meeting were reviewed and discussed with President Evanish. All 
have been implemented.
SNPJ Recreation Center
The SNPJ Recreation Center 2016 financial report was reviewed, 
along with the budget for 2017, with President Evanish and National 
Treasurer Robert Lawrence. Detail reports for travel and toll costs, 
as well as reports detailing supplemental payments to the Recre-
ation Center from the SNPJ Home Office, were reviewed. These 
reports included payments made for costs associated with the TEL 
Workshop, Young Adult Conference, Family Weeks and Senior 
Week. The Recreation Center turnaround plan was reviewed, and 
it is noted that several items have been implemented including other 
steps taken to increase revenue and decrease costs. Due to these 
steps, the revised 2016 budget was not just met, but was less than 
planned. President Evanish, Director Tim Jergel and the staff are 
to be commended for their success.
Recreation Center Director Tim Jergel joined President Evanish and 
the committee to discuss the Recreation Center, along with board 
recommendations. The committee expressed some concerns they 
had identified during the review of reports. Director Jergel reported 
that several new groups will be holding their week-long programs 
at the Recreation Center which will increase revenue. He is also 
actively exploring some other revenue-generating opportunities.
The Audit Committee requested that the “pool” category, which 
includes the tiki bar, be split. Bro. Lawrence provided a report 
showing the split of income and expense; however, we would like 
to see this continued in the monthly financial reports. Currently, the 
National Board members receive a monthly year-to-date financial 
report. The Audit Committee has requested that the board members 
also receive a report of the current month income and expenses.
The concerns of the committee were shared with President Evanish to 
include the need to continue to seek opportunities to increase income 
and reduce expenses. The committee recommended to President 
Evanish that a more detailed mileage report be implemented at the 
Recreation Center for personal car use and for the Recreation Center 
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Scholarship Committee Report
March 2017
The following report covers the period of July 1 through Dec. 31, 
2016. Payment for the second installment of the 2015-2016 academic 
year included 54 awards. This group encompassed 43 academic, 
seven regular, and four Joseph C. Umeck Jr. Activity scholarships.
Listed below are the names of the students who received awards 
during the last six months of 2016:
Name Lodge
Clayton Norsworthy 6
Molly Bogolin 31
Anthony Raimondo 53
Gregory Raimondo 53
Jami Meglich 53
Brandon Bartley 89
Emily Rupnik 89
Ross Comis 89
Carly Evanish 106
Natalie Lanham 106
Ian Hausenfleck 120
Alec Brumbaugh 138
Allison Jo Vogrig 138
Amy Vogrig 138
Elizabeth Hartman 138
Jacob Cadez 138
Jeremy Cadez 138
Jonathan Cadez 138
Keeley Germovsek 138
Kristina Hartman 138
Robert Rockwell 138
Michael Cefaratti 142
Elizabeth Smrdel 158
Lauren Sebusch 158
Russell Lamovec 158
Thomas Zivkovich 158
Kelcie Sztroin 165

Name Lodge
Eric Heatwole 174
Amy Massack 216
Anissa Zagonel 225
Blake Schmidt 225
MacKenzi Tims 225
Toni Zibert 225
Alec Baroni 274
Hannah Morris 274
Teresa Yuhas 274
Elena Maresh 449
Anna Wysopal 559
Carly Grant 584
Emily Poklar 584
John Bolka 584
Justina Marsh 584
Emily Velichka 604
Garrett Yuko 604
Theodore Klasnick 629
Alyssa Urban 715
Kendall Couch 715
Kristyn Gawdyda 715
Hannah Atkinson 719
Robert Vargo 723
William Debevec III 729
Allison Holland 786
Brooke Holland 786
James Koci 786

Scholarship Fund Donation & Award History
Years Donations Awards
1960-1979 ........................... $75,448.09......................$146,797.81
1980-1999 ..........................$595,765.01...................$1,185,150.00
2000-Present .................. $1,219,076.41.................... $803,230.00
Totals ...............................$1,890,289.51................... $2,135,177.81

Scholarship Fund Financial Report
 Beginning Balance (as of July 1, 2016) .......... $726,372.23
  Donations ......................................................$5,228.00
  Investment & Other Income ............................$9,471.20
  Total Income ................................................ $14,699.20
  Awards ......................................................... $28,030.00
  Investment & Other Expense .......................$12,196.68
  Total Expenses ............................................$40,226.68
 Ending Balance (as of Dec. 31, 2016) ............ $700,844.75

We continue to receive donations from our members as honors and 
memorials to their loved ones. During the last six-month period of 
2016, we received one significant contribution: a $2,000 donation 
from Lodge 566 in Euclid, Ohio.
We are most appreciative for all contributions and the generous 
donation mentioned. We extend our sincere thanks to all who 
contributed to this most worthy cause which benefits so many of 
our young adults.
Respectfully submitted,

SNPJ SCHOlARSHIP COMMITTEE
JOSEPH C. EVANISH, Chairman

KAREN A. PINTAR
ROBERT J. LAWRENCE

owned truck that would include destination and purpose, starting 
and ending odometer readings, and starting and ending locations. 
Other topics were discussed related to the Recreation Center to 
include Slovenefest and the cabin project. Additional renovations 
are expected to be completed prior to summer.
Fraternal Department
The Fraternal Department has a busy summer coming up. All Fra-
ternal weeks have been advertised early this year via PROSVETA 
and mailed flyers. Fraternal expenses were discussed by President 
Evanish. Several plans have been implemented to include eliminating 
the Lodge and secretary premium payments biannually. Minimum 
attendance levels have been established for the fraternal programs.  
Additional cost-saving opportunities have been identified and will 
be implemented this year.
Enterprise Risk Management
Enterprise risk management (ERM) was discussed with each of the 
executives. The Recreation Center has completed the risk assess-
ment and action plans are in place. Bro. Lawrence and Sis. Pintar 
discussed the risks and action plans for their areas of responsibility. 
Sis. Pintar shared that a disaster recovery drill was held at the Rec-
reation Center in October 2016. The requirement to prove that the 
SNPJ can continue to collect premiums, pay claims and pay annuity 
withdrawals at an offsite location were met. The next drill, in October, 
will be at the Lodge 106 facility, and new software will be tested.
Sis. Pintar stated that several new policies have been implemented 
during this time period and additional policies will be revised this 
year. Repeated risk assessments will also occur.
Marketing Plan
The 2016 marketing plan results were reviewed by President Evanish. 
Membership continues to be the biggest challenge for the SNPJ. 
President Evanish reported that Sales Director Brian Ferris joined the 
staff in September and has recruited new PPGAs in several states.
Lodge and Membership Reports
National Secretary Karen Pintar reported there were no mergers 
during this reporting period, although several are expected to occur 
in 2017 for various reasons. There were three Lodges that submit-
ted their annual reports late, and three Lodges have not submitted 
despite several communication attempts by Sis. Pintar. There is one 
Lodge that did not hold four meetings in 2016 for various reasons. 
This Lodge will be considered inactive for 2016. The Lodge secretary 
has submitted the meeting report indicating at least four meetings 
are planned for 2017.
Insurance Department
National Secretary Karen Pintar reported that new CSO tables will 
be forthcoming this year which will require her to re-submit appli-
cations and other documents to each state insurance department 
where we have business.
The Audit Committee was satisfied with all of the executives’ reports.  
It is clear that the executives are working hard to keep SNPJ viable 
despite a challenging market with low interest rates.
The Audit Committee thanks the Executive Committee and SNPJ 
Home Office staff for their assistance in obtaining requested docu-
ments for our review, and providing support and hospitality. Their 
efficiency allowed us to complete our work and written report in a 
timely manner.
Fraternally,

SNPJ AUDIT COMMITTEE
PHYLLIS M. WOOD, Chairperson

VINCENT R. BASELJ
LOUIS J. NOVAK Sr.

STAN J. REPOS

Audit Committee Report
Chairwoman Sis. WOOD presented the report of the Audit Com-
mittee. Questions and comments by Bro. CLIFFORD. Motion by 
Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro. HERVOL, to approve the report.  
Motion approved.
Sis. WOOD then introduced Leo Hannah, independent auditor from 
H2R CPA, to present the H2R CPA audit report. Mr. Hannah stated 
that there were no material deficiencies and that they issued a clean 
opinion. He stated that admitted assets increased and that surplus 
was up approximately $400,000; the solvency ratio is 103 percent, 
and he reviewed the RBC ratio and its meaning.
Mr. Hannah then presented the board education segment of this 
meeting on the annual statement, its contents and schedules.

When the presentation is completed, Finance Committee Chairman 
Bro. CLIFFORD presents the proposal of the Finance Committee 
regarding freezing the Employees Defined Benefit Pension Plan 
effective May 1, 2017, to save on expenses, and implementing 
discretionary contributions to the 401(k) Plan.
Discussion by Sis. PINTAR, Bro. LAWRENCE, Sis. WOOD and 
Sis. ANDERSON.
Motion by Bro. HERVOL to approve the proposal, second by Bro. 
ANDERSON. Motion approved, with the Executive Committee 
abstaining from the vote.

The Society actuary, Joseph Steimla of Steimla and Associates, 
provides a presentation to the National Board on the RBC and what 
affects it both internally and externally.
The meeting is recessed for lunch at 12:25 p.m.

Friday, March 24: Afternoon Session
The meeting reconvenes at 1:14 p.m.
The representative from Western Land Services, representing 
Hilcorp, provided the gas lease presentation regarding the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. Prior to the board meeting, the board was 
provided with information from the Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) regarding seismic activity, as well 
as recommendations and requirements of the DEP.
Discussion on areas of concern, including the seismic activity from 
completion of well, zipper fracking and groundwater contamination, 
by Bro. MLAKAR, Sis. ANDERSON, Sis. WOOD and President 
EVANISH.
President EVANISH explains the group of neighbors surrounding 
the SNPJ Recreation Center that are part of the 2,000 acres in this 
proposal.
A motion is made by Bro. HERVOL, second by Bro. ANDERSON, 
to adopt the following:
“Be it resolved by the National Board of Directors of the Slovene Na-
tional Benefit Society this 24th day of March 2017 that the President/
CEO of said entity, Joseph C. Evanish, be and is hereby authorized 
by the National Board of Directors and directed to sign and execute 

the Paid Up Oil and Gas Lease and Addendum Agreement between 
the Slovene National Benefit Society and Hilcorp Energy, LLP, for 
the six parcels owned by the Slovene National Benefit Society lo-
cated in North Beaver Township of Lawrence County, Pennsylvania, 
totaling 483.07 acres.”
Motion approved.

Scholarship Committee Report
Question by Bro. Louis J. NOVAK. Motion to approve the report 
by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro. HERVOL. Motion approved.

SNPJ Heritage Center Report
March 2017
The SNPJ Heritage Center continues to host events during the 
course of the year to encourage the youth and adult membership 
of the SNPJ to keep aware of the cultural heritage of our Society. 
We have a very fine committee of dedicated volunteers who seek 
to spread the word about our museum and library, and many items 
on display that provide a good look at the history and culture of 
Slovenia and SNPJ.
With the return of the National Bowling Tournament to the Recreation 
Center in early May, we opened with a wine & cheese event paired 
with a gift shop clearance sale. We had a number of members join 
us and make purchases. We will have a similar event this year, 
including some of the wine produced from grapes grown at the 
Recreation Center.
The Heritage Center Committee approved the purchase of canvas 
sides for the lower pavilion. As part of the upgrade, the pavilion has 
been named the SNPJ Heritage Pavilion.
The committee updated one of the display windows to acknowledge 
the 25th anniversary of Slovenia’s independence. The committee 
did a fantastic job working together to complete this project and has 
received many compliments from visitors.
On the second weekend of May, committee members Susan Mals, 
Kathy Paulenich and Ed Robich, and Recreation Center Com-
mittee member Cathy Kalenits, attended the Slovenian Embassy 
Open House with our traveling Heritage Center display. Over 3,000 
visitors attended from all over the world. The group did a great job 
representing the SNPJ and the Heritage Center. Many contacts were 
made, and we added a number of likes to our Facebook page, along 
with great exposure for the SNPJ. We plan to attend again this year.
We kicked off the summer over the weekend of June 10-11 with our 
fifth annual Heritage Center Picnic and Dance held at the Heritage 
Pavilion. The committee members did a great job; unfortunately, 
attendance was down this year due to storms in the area. We had 
the Mahoning Valley Button Box Club entertaining in the Gostilna 
on Friday night. Saturday attendees enjoyed Frank Stanger and 
Patty C and The Guys. There were crafts added for the kids, and 

children in attendance received admission to the pool and mini-
golf, paid for by the Heritage Center. Thirty-two kids participated. 
We are looking forward to the event this year with the fun starting 
Friday night, June 9, and going into Saturday, June 10. We plan to 
add more events for our Brothers and Sisters to enjoy, like a balina 
tournament and beanbag toss.
Committee members Kathy Paulenich, Ed Robich and Tracey Belle 
attended the Simply Slovak Day in Youngstown, Ohio, with our 
traveling Heritage Center display and products for sale from the 
gift shop. This is the sixth year we have attended this event. The 
addition of a representative to discuss the benefits of belonging to 
the SNPJ was well received.
Committee members Kathy Paulenich, Sarah Loudon and Megan 
Sinan gave tours of the Heritage Center for the Youth Roundup 
participants. Sarah and Megan also worked with the Youth Roundup 
participants on a craft specially designed for them, a tie-dye pil-
lowcase that participants decorated. Kathy played the button box 
while Sarah and Megan instructed the kids on the Slovenian style 
of polka. We also gave each camper a gift from the Roger J. Evan-
ish Gift Shop and Resource Center. The committee members did 
a wonderful job. We hope to encourage our youth members to 
visit the Heritage Center and take the audio tour, pick up a book 
or watch a DVD to learn about all the outstanding items on display 
and their background.
We had a successful Slovenefest. Committee members Sarah and 
Kathy Loudon designed another great T-shirt commemorating the 
annual event. We used our digital resource area to show DVDs 
and search for information on genealogy sites. The comfortable 
Resource Center was always filled with members and guests enjoying 
the many DVDs playing about Slovenia, and reading our selection 
of books on the SNPJ and Slovenia. A number of new items were 
added for sale. We also presented each of the Miss SNPJ Pageant 
contestants with a $25 gift certificate for the gift shop.
The Slovenian Genealogy Society was on hand for the third year.  
Representatives Rose Marie Jisa and Edward Oshaben were kept 
busy with many questions on Slovenian genealogy. The addition of 
the Heritage Center Speaker Series was well received. Committee 
members Seph Kumer and Tracey Belle did a fine job organizing 
and booking the speakers. We plan on doing this again during the 
2017 Slovenefest.
The Heritage Center and the Roger J. Evanish Gift Shop and Resource 
Center were open during Family Weeks and Senior Week for our 
guests to explore and purchase souvenirs. For the fourth year we 
hosted a wine & cheese event with Slovenian wine and videos. We 
look forward to doing this again during Family Weeks and Senior 
Week in 2017. A good time was enjoyed by all.
We opened for the TEL (Teens Experience Leadership) Workshop  
weekend. Participants had the opportunity to visit the museum and 
purchase items from the gift shop.
On the Friday of National SNPJ Days, the Heritage Center sponsored 
a wine & cheese reception along with the Friday night entertainment. 
On Saturday, the Heritage Center sponsored a nostalgic dance in 
the barn for the second year. We had Heritage Center Committee 
member Patty C and The Guys playing into the night with a great 
crowd. We look forward to continuing this activity since it is part of 
the SNPJ heritage.
We participated in the Wine & Sausage Festival at the Recreation 
Center. Committee Members Kathy Paulenich, Kathy Loudon, Sarah 
Loudon, Tracey Belle, Joan Gaspersic, Ed Robich  and Maury Sinan 
enjoyed giving out samples of the Slovenian wines we use during 
our wine & cheese events.
The Heritage Center was once again nominated for the 2017 
Heritage/Cultural Organization of the Year by the Cleveland-Style 
Polka Hall of Fame.
We closed the year by co-hosting the SNPJ Recreation Center/
Heritage Center children’s Christmas party. Special thanks to 
committee members Kathy Loudon, Sara Loudon, Megan Sinan 
and Ed Robich, and the Recreation Center staff, for all of their hard 
work preparing and organizing this very successful event. Sarah 
and Kathy came up with three great keepsake crafts, Megan Sinan 
helped decorate cookies for the 125-plus children who attended, 
and Santa Sinan had a wonderful time giving gifts to the kids. A 
special call out to volunteers Kathleen Sinan, Madison Sinan, Mary 
Sinan and Morgan Sinan.
We continue to generate sales via mail order throughout the year, 
in store with our traveling display, and during the summer season.
Construction has begun on the old Heritage Center to transform it 
into a professional-grade meeting and event area for smaller par-
ties. We are planning a dedication ceremony in the spring of 2017 
once the area is complete.
Special thanks to Kathy Paulenich for all the articles she has written 
for PROSVETA over the last year, and to Seph Sumer for managing 
the Heritage Center’s Facebook page. Both have done a great job 
connecting with Slovenians and SNPJ members around the world, 
with close to 2,000 likes and a 4.7 rating on Facebook. We will 
continue to utilize social media as a way to promote the Heritage 
Center and other SNPJ events to friends locally and around the 
world. The Heritage Center Committee should be commended for 
their work and effort in the success of the center.
The Heritage Center Committee tries to develop events that en-
courage participation by both our youth and adult membership. We 
are working on a schedule of events for the summer season with 
Slovenian entertainment, along with outreach to other Slovenian 
heritage organizations.
Respectfully submitted,

SNPJ HERITAGE CENTER COMMITTEE
MAURICE SINAN, Chairman

JOAN GASPERSIC, Secretary
KATHY PAUlENICH, Treasurer

KATHY lOUDON
SARAH lOUDON
PATTY CANDElA
SEPH KUMER

TRACEY BEllE
MEGAN SINAN
SUSAN MAlS
ED ROBICH

SNPJ Heritage Center Committee Report
Motion by Bro. HERVOL, second by Bro. CLIFFORD, to approve 
the report. Motion approved.

Region 1 Vice President’s Report
July-December 2016
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters, the Executive Committee 
and the National Board.
First, I would like to apologize for missing recent Lodge affairs due 
to personal reasons. I am honored to have been chosen to serve 
as secretary/treasurer of Lodge 87 in Herminie, Pa.
I attended Slovenefest 2016 and was happy to see a lot of friends. 



FINANCIAl SUMMARIES
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

DETAIlED FINANCIAl REPORT
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

NATIONAl BOARD REPORTS
CONTINUE NEXT PAGE

    Increase/
Description 2016 2015 (Decrease)

7PROSVETA
May 1, 2017www.snpj.org • prosveta@snpj.com

Slovene National Benefit Society
Balance Sheet as of Dec. 31, 2016
    Increase/
Assets: 12/31/2016 12/31/2015 (Decrease)
 Bonds  $201,060,691   $196,864,044   $4,196,647 
 Common Stocks 17,850  18,034  (184)
 Mortgage Loans 342,802  379,194  (36,392)
 Real Estate 2,444,478  2,561,070  (116,592)
 Cash and Short Term Investments 645,294  1,073,952  (428,658)
 Certificate Loans 777,794  786,505  (8,711)
 Other Invested Assets 1,227,156  1,230,643  (3,488)
 Investment Income Due & Accrued 2,279,473  2,188,717  90,755 
 Premiums Due 21,313  18,850  2,462 
 Amounts Recoverable From Reinsurer 0  50,000  (50,000)
 EDP Equipment and Software 0  2,512  (2,512)
 Total Admitted Assets  $208,816,849   $205,173,522   $3,643,327
Liabilities:   
 Reserve for Life & Annuity  $196,459,280   $191,595,893   $4,863,387 
 Reserve for Sick & Operation 209,385  234,996  (25,611)
 Liability for Deposit-type Contracts 388,339  382,054  6,285 
 Life Claims 158,765  281,569  (122,804)
 Accident & Health Claims 20,435  23,655  (3,220)
 Refund Payable 70,238  66,905  3,333 
 Premiums Received in Advance 60,958  66,965  (6,007)
 Interest Maintenance Reserve (IMR) 1,399,111  1,327,304  71,807 
 Expenses Due & Accrued 373,129  441,110  (67,981)
 Unearned Investment Income 15,709  16,018  (310)
 Total Remittances & Items Not Allocated 1,892,965  3,479,286  (1,586,321)
 Asset Valuation Reserve (AVR) 1,256,735  1,178,395  78,340 
 Write In for Liabilities 323,310  287,886  35,424 
 Total Liabilities 202,628,359  199,382,036  3,246,323 
 Surplus 6,188,490  5,791,486  397,004 
 Total Liabilities & Surplus  $208,816,849   $205,173,522   $3,643,327 
Cash Flow:   
 Cash in transit and in banks 12-31-15 ...........................................................................$1,073,952 
 Premiums Collected Net of Reinsurance ...........................................11,270,230  ........................
 Net Investment Income ........................................................................9,425,349  ........................
 Proceeds from Investments Sold, Matured or Repaid ...................... 18,223,895  ........................
 Miscellaneous Income & Other Cash Provided ..........................................9,085  ...... 38,928,559 
 Total Receipts and in Bank ...........................................................................................40,002,511 
 Benefit Payments ...............................................................................12,485,467  ........................
 Commissions & Expenses Paid...........................................................2,871,646  ........................
 Cost of Investments Acquired ............................................................22,337,868  ........................
 Refunds Paid ............................................................................................ 74,789  ........................
 Net Other Cash Applied ....................................................................... 1,587,448  .......39,357,218 
 Cash in transit and in banks 12-31-16 ............................................................................. $645,293

Slovene National Benefit Society
Summary of Operations for the year ending Dec. 31, 2016
     Increase/
Description 2016 2015 (Decrease)
Life Premium  $1,561,794   $1,590,656   $(28,862)
 Annuity Considerations 9,688,709  7,559,977  2,128,732 
 Accident & Health Premiums 24,542  27,015  (2,474)
Total Premium & Annuity Considerations 11,275,045  9,177,648  2,097,397 
 Gross Investment Income 9,753,474  9,520,178  233,296 
 Investment Expense (575,494) (778,469) 202,975 
Net Investment Income 9,177,980  8,741,709  436,271 
Amortization of Interest Maintenance Reserve 166,529  256,134  (89,605)
Miscellaneous Income 9,085  28,107  (19,022)
Total Income 20,628,639  18,203,598  2,425,041 
 Death Benefits 1,432,201  1,750,525  (318,324)
 Matured Endowments 67,559  78,604  (11,045)
 Annuity Benefits 10,470,021  12,382,293  (1,912,272)
 Operation, Accident & Health Benefits 26,443  28,840  (2,396)
 Surrender Benefits 405,830  374,182  31,649 
 Interest on Certificate Fund 10,995  10,927  68 
 Payments on Suppl Contracts w/Life Contingency 0  0  0 
 Increase in Life Reserves 563,413  623,418  (60,005)
 Increase in Annuity Reserves 4,299,974  235,945  4,064,029 
 Increase in Health Reserves (25,611) (110,223) 84,612 
 Commissions 262,941  261,811  1,131 
 General & Fraternal Expenses 2,365,853  2,363,144  2,709 
 Insurance Taxes, Licenses & Fees 203,713  133,097  70,616 
 Increase in Loading on Uncollected Premium 8  1,148  (1,140)
Total Expenses 20,083,341  18,133,710  1,949,631 
Net Gain From Operations Before Refunds 545,298  69,888  475,410 
Refunds to Members 78,122  64,276  13,846 
Net Gain Before Realized Capital Gain/Loss 467,176  5,612  461,564 
Net Realized Capital Gain (Loss) 53  388,077  (388,024)
Net Income  $467,229   $393,689   $73,539 

Surplus Account: 12/31/2016 12/31/2015
 Surplus, Dec. 31, previous year ............................................$5,791,486  ............  $5,508,945 
 Net Income From Operations ....................................................467,229  .................. 393,689 
 Change in Net Unrealized Gains/(Losses) .................................. 23,147  ..................... 67,315 
 Change in Non-Admitted Assets ...............................................(15,031) ................... 134,469 
 Change in Asset Valuation Reserve ......................................... (78,340) ................. (312,932)
 Net Change in Surplus for the Year ...........................................397,004  ...................282,541 
 Surplus as of Statement Date .............................................. $6,188,490  ............. $5,791,486 

Slovene National Benefit Society
Detailed Financial Report for the year ending Dec. 31, 2016

    Increase/
Description 2016 2015 (Decrease)
Life Premiums
 First Year Premium  $128,339   $132,545   $(4,206)
 Renewal Premium 1,524,918  1,483,989  40,929 
 Single Premium 56,891  87,237  (30,346)
 Refunds Applied to Paid-Up Additions 66,716  105,818  (39,101)
 Less: Reinsurance Premiums Paid (215,070) (218,933) 3,862 
 Net Life Premiums 1,561,794  1,590,656  (28,862)

A&H Premiums
 Sick Benefit Premium 11,055  12,129  (1,075)
 Operation and Hospital & Recup Premium 13,487  14,886  (1,399)
 Total A & H Premiums 24,542  27,015  (2,474)

Annuity Considerations
 Annuity - First Year 8,416,900  7,041,063  1,375,837 
 Annuity - Renewal 1,121,810  438,914  682,896 
 Deposit Administration Contract 150,000  80,000  70,000 
 Total Annuity Considerations 9,688,709  7,559,977  2,128,732 
 Total Premiums & Annuity Considerations 11,275,045  9,177,648  2,097,397 

Gross Investment Income
 Interest on Bonds 9,619,062  9,385,242  233,820 
 Dividends on Stock 385  419  (34)
 Interest on Mortgage Loans 9,943  11,100  (1,157)
 Interest on Cash and Short Term Investments 1,056  110  946 
 Income on Real Estate 90,000  90,000  0 
 Interest on Certificate Loans 33,028  33,307  (279)
 Total Gross Investment Income 9,753,474  9,520,178  233,296 

Less Investment Expense
 Home Office: Deprec., Insur., Tax, Utility & Other 133,210  134,465  (1,255)
 Recreation Center Depreciation 88,398  289,617  (201,218)
 Management, Custodial, Banking & Other Fees 223,679  219,154  4,525 
 Salaries, Benefits & Board Travel - Investment 130,206  135,234  (5,028)
 Total Investment Expense 575,494  778,469  (202,975)

Net Investment Income 9,177,980  8,741,709  436,271 
Amortization of IMR 166,529  256,134  (89,605)
Total Aggregate Write-In for Misc. Income 9,085  28,107  (19,022)
Total Income 20,628,639  18,203,598  2,425,041 

Death Benefits
 Death Claims 1,505,677  1,874,761  (369,083)
 Reinsurance Recovered (73,476) (124,236) 50,760 
 Total Death Benefits 1,432,201  1,750,525  (318,324)
 Total Matured Endowments 67,559  78,604  (11,045)

Annuity and Pension Benefits
 Pensions Paid 177,119  175,832  1,288 
 Annuity Benefits 10,292,901  12,206,461  (1,913,560)
 Total Annuity and Pension Benefits 10,470,021  12,382,293  (1,912,272)

Operation, Accident & Health
 Sick Benefit Claims 13,374  11,579  1,795 
 Operation Claims 12,902  16,952  (4,050)
 Waiver of Assessment  167  309  (142)
 Total Operation, Accident & Health 26,443  28,840  (2,396)
 Total Surrender Benefits 405,830  374,182  31,649 

Interest on Certificate or Contract Fund 10,995  10,927  68 

Payments on Suppl Contracts w/Life Contgy 0  0  0 

Increase in Reserve for Life, A&H & Annuities
 Change in Reserves - Life 563,413  623,418  (60,005)
 Change in Reserves - Annuities 4,299,974  235,945  4,064,029 
 Change in Reserves - Accident & Health (25,611) (110,223) 84,612 
 Total Increase(Decrease) in Reserves 4,837,776  749,140  4,088,636 

Commissions
 Life Commissions 146,018  148,803  (2,785)
 Annuity Commissions 112,109  96,407  15,701 
 Campaign Awards 4,815  16,601  (11,786)
 Total Commissions 262,941  261,811  1,131 

General Insurance & Fraternal Expenses
 Rent 90,000  90,000  0 
 Salaries & Wages 805,612  837,359  (31,748)
 Director/National Board Fees 27,900  27,900  0 
 Employee Benefits 143,315  140,903  2,411 
 Pension Plan Deposit 150,000  80,000  70,000 
 Employee Education Expenses 1,080  1,196  (116)
 Legal Fees and Expenses 7,312  26,259  (18,947)
 Medical Examinations/Underwriting 14,592  15,665  (1,073)
 Actuarial and Auditing Fees 134,038  136,895  (2,857)
 Travel Expenses 52,291  49,412  2,879 
 Advertising/Promotional Items 32,073  41,909  (9,836)
 Postage and Telephone 61,492  74,570  (13,078)
 Office Supplies, Printing & Stationery 21,967  16,212  5,755 
 Computer Supplies, Equipment & Depreciation 185,567  167,204  18,364 
 Machine Service, Repairs & Rentals 15,757  13,326  2,432 
 Books and Periodicals 4,730  6,042  (1,312)
 Bureau and Association Dues 1,045  9,750  (8,705)
 Insurance and Surety Bonds 28,162  22,388  5,774 
 Sundry General 10,215  11,880  (1,664)
 Donations - Charitable 2,975  9,055  (6,080)
 Sales Department 2,396  2,284  113 
 Publication: PROSVETA 157,754  224,705  (66,952)
 Publication: The Voice of Youth 0  8,694  (8,694)
 Quadrennial Convention 70,000  70,000  0 
 Athletics 20,131  21,387  (1,256)
 Miss SNPJ Pageant and Travel 18,559  22,841  (4,282)
 Youth/Young Adult Programming 21,355  30,850  (9,496)
 Lodge and Secretary Awards 98,851  158,152  (59,302)
 Fraternal Expense - Other 186,684  46,307  140,378 
 Total General and Fraternal Expenses 2,365,853  2,363,144  2,709 

Insurance Taxes, Licenses & Fees
 State Insurance Department Licenses and Fees 123,145  49,721  73,424 
 Employment Taxes 80,569  83,377  (2,808)
 Total Insurance Taxes, Licenses and Fees 203,713  133,097  70,616 
 Increase in Loading on Uncollected Premium 8  1,148  (1,140)
Total Expenses 20,083,341  18,133,710  1,949,631 
Net Gain From Operations Before Refunds 545,298  69,888  475,410 

Refunds to Members
 Refunds Paid in Cash 10,116  9,006  1,111 
 Refunds Left to Accumulate at Interest 3,051  2,339  713 
 Refunds Applied to Paid-Up Additions 64,954  52,931  12,023 
 Total Refund to Members 78,122  64,276  13,846 
Net Gain Before Realized Capital Gain/(Loss) 467,176  5,612  461,564 
Net Realized Capital Gains or (Losses)   
Gain on Disposal of Investment 287,249  886,751  (599,502)
Loss on Disposal of Investment (48,860) (188,940) 140,080 
Amortization of IMR (Transfer to IMR) (238,336) (309,734) 71,398 
Total Net Realized Capital Gain or (Loss) 53  388,077  (388,024)
Net Income  $467,229   $393,689   $73,539 
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Region 2 Vice President’s Report
July 1 through Dec. 31, 2016
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters of the SNPJ National Board. 
During the last six-month period, in addition to my duties as Region 
2 Vice President, I also continue to serve on the SNPJ Recreation 
Center Committee and as secretary/treasurer of SNPJ Lodge 6. I 
am also now a Fraternal Producer for the Society.
The summer months are always a busy time in Region 2 as many 
of our Lodges host activities and picnic events for their members.  
One of the biggest is sponsored by SNPJ Lodge 138, which is their 
annual Duck Race held in July. They have huge crowds, music, 
food, entertainment and, of course, the ducks racing down Chartiers 
Creek. Lodges 6 and 138 both hosted summer bowling leagues. SNPJ 
Lodge 6 also had a large summer dart league and monthly bingo, 
while SNPJ Lodge 138 hosted a balina league and had a number 
of summer activities at the Lodge hall. SNPJ Lodge 89 hosts bingo; 
SNPJ Lodge 106 hosts car cruises, bingo, dances, and nights of 
clubroom musical entertainment. All Lodges in the region held the 
required number of Lodge meetings.
In July I once again served on the Slovenefest Committee and as-
sisted by booking the bands, and then made sure they were paid 
during the event. Region 2 was honored to be home to another Miss 
SNPJ, Elizabeth “Betty” Hartman from Lodge 138 in Strabane, Pa. 
Congratulations!
In August the SNPJ Recreation Center hosted another Fraternal 
Weekend, and there were a large number of members from Region 
2 who participated in the balina and beanbag tournaments, and 
rented cabins to spend the weekend.
September brought National SNPJ Days, and once again there was 
good participation by Region 2 members in the golf tournament, balina 
tournament and beanbag tournament. Many of our members spent 
the weekend in the cabins and enjoyed the fraternalism of the camp.
Of course, fall starts bowling leagues again, and both Lodge 6 and 
Lodge 138 have leagues every evening and weekend.
In October, Lodge 106 hosted the Fall Classic Bowling Tournament 
at Paradise Lanes, and there was good bowler participation. Lodge 
138 also hosted a Women’s 200 Club at their Lodge hall.
The end of the year brought both adult and youth Christmas parties 
to most of the Lodges in Region 2. Thanks to all the Lodges and 
Youth Circles that hosted these events.
Region 2 had 9,316 members on Dec. 31, 2016, of which 8,442 were 
adults and 874 were youth members. We do have three active Youth 
Circles in Region 2: Circle 36 of Lodge 6, Circle 19 of Lodge 138, 
and Circle 106 of Lodge 106.
There were three Lodges in Region 2 that achieved Gold status in 
membership growth: Lodges 31, 770 and 776. There were four that 
achieved Silver status in membership growth: Lodges 6, 106, 245, 
and 721. In addition, there were five Lodges that achieved the Gold 
status for activity: Lodges 6, 106, 138, 721 and 776. Congratulations 
to these Lodges, and keep up the good work!
This concludes my report for this six-month period. I look forward 
to a productive and successful National Board meeting.
Fraternally,

JAMES L. CURL
Region 2 Vice President

Region 3 Vice President’s Report
July-December 2016
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters of the SNPJ National 
Board. Region 3 continued to be busy for the last six months of the 
year. As of Dec. 31, 2016, Region 3 had 5,998 adult members and 
654 youth members for a total of 6,652 members. Sixty-three new 
members were added to Region 3 in 2016.
The following Lodges won star designation rewards in 2016: Gold 
level, Membership – Lodge 277; Silver level, Membership – Lodges 
142 and 604; Gold level, Activity – Lodges 53, 158, 358, 576, 604 
and 643; and Silver level, Activity – Lodge 781. Congratulations to 
these Region 3 Lodges for a job well done!
Our region remains extremely busy with many picnics and events 
throughout the summer and into the fall. Lodges continue to hold 
their Sunday picnics at the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, Ohio, through 
September, with the Polka Brunch as the final picnic in October.
Region 3 continues to have good participation in both the TEL 
Workshop and the Young Adult Conference, sending many teens 
and young adults to these events.
I was in attendance at Slovenefest in July and enjoyed meeting the 
Miss SNPJ contestants at the Saturday night social. Congratulations 
to Betty Hartman on being crowned Miss SNPJ 2017.
In August I hosted Slovene Heritage Night at the Lake County 
Captains game. Consul General Rode, along with his wife and 
family, attended. They held the Slovenian flag on the field during 
the singing of the Slovenian national anthem by Zarja, who were 
celebrating their 100th anniversary. Miss SNPJ Betty Hartman and 
her parents were also in attendance. Consul General Rode and 
Miss SNPJ were honored to throw out the first pitches that night. 

Region 4 Vice President’s Report
July 1  through Dec. 31, 2016
Fraternal greetings! This report covers the period from July 1 through 
Dec. 31, 2016.
Fourteen new SNPJ members joined Region 4 in 2016: Indianapolis 
Lodge 34 led the way with seven new members and a Silver New 
Member award, followed by six new members in Samsula, Fla., 
Lodge 603, and one new member in Flint, Mich., Lodge 459. Con-
gratulations to our Gold Activity award winners: Lodge 34, Lodge 
603, and Detroit Lodge 564.
Lodges 518, 564 and 677, the three Detroit-area SNPJ Lodges, 
joined together to co-sponsor the last annual picnic to be held at the 
Slovene American Club in Melvindale, Mich. The music of Klancnik 
& Friends filled the building at this very well attended event held 
July 31. It’s a good thing there was a jam session tent to handle the 
overflow crowd. The day was filled with reminiscing, as for many, 
this was the last time they would be at the hall before it was sold.
The Slovene American Club was the last Slovenian hall in the area, 
so it was especially sad to see the doors closed soon after the Young 
American Grape Dance in October. The club members, many whom 
are SNPJ members, are trying to keep the group together. The but-
ton box club now meets at the VFW Hall in Dearborn Heights and 
there is talk of an upcoming dance.
In August I went to the Young American potluck picnic at Dodge 
Park, and on Sept. 24 I hosted the Region 4 Detroit Tigers game 
with the help of Ken Anderson and SNPJ Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards. We had beautiful weather on both days.There was excite-
ment in the air at the Tigers game as a win was needed to have a 
chance of making it into the playoffs. The Tigers held the lead for 
most of the game, but the Kansas City Royals scored several runs 
in the ninth inning and we went home with a very disappointing loss.
In October I attended the Michigan Fraternal Alliance banquet and 
annual meeting in Frankenmuth, Mich., with Ken and Dorothy An-
derson. I really enjoyed the main address given by Kenny Massey, 
CEO/President of Modern Woodmen of America. Kenny is a great 
speaker who discussed his dedication to the fraternal industry and 
his passion for the fraternal advantage. The highlight of the meeting, 
though, was when I was given the honor and privilege of installing 
the 2016-2017 officers, especially since I installed my father, SNPJ 
Finance Committee member Ken Anderson, as Alliance president 
for the upcoming year.
We had 18 children and 22 adults at the Youth Circle 29 Christmas 
party which was once again held in conjunction with the Family Two-
some Bowling Tournament, followed by a pizza party and euchre 
playing for some of the adults. Congratulations to tournament winners 
Ken and Erik Anderson; Beth and Olivia Buciarelli; Carl and Owen 
Flockhart; Karen Jurkowski and Conner Bosek; Pam, Bradley and 
Lauren Hudson; and Ermando, Cathy, Tony, Anthony and Joey Volpe.
Fraternally,

TRACEY L. ANDERSON
Region 4 Vice President

The time and effort of many volunteers are greatly appreciated. 
Without their help, some of these events would not succeed.
Activities of Region 1 Lodges consist of monthly meetings and re-
lated social and fraternal events. Many members are involved with 
community services such as senior citizens centers and hospice.
Lodge 87 continues to have activities such as Friday night country 
western dances, Spring Flings, luau dances, a Harvest Dance and 
a Christmas dance.
I am currently selling annuities and life insurance as an agent for 
the SNPJ, and making myself available to all officers and members 
of Region 1.
This concludes my report for this period. Hopefully we have a 
beneficial and productive board meeting. 
Fraternally,

FRANK BREGAR
Region 1 Vice President

Region 1 Vice President’s Report: Bro. Frank Bregar
Motion by Bro. ANDERSON, second by Bro. HERVOL, to approve 
the report. Motion approved.

Region 2 Vice President’s Report: Bro. James L. Curl
Motion by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Sis. GORJUP, to approve 
the report. Motion approved.

Our group was seated in Section 111, and we were proud to lead the 
stadium in the seventh-inning stretch “Take Me Out to the Ballgame.”
I attended National SNPJ Days at the Recreation Center over Labor 
Day weekend.
I worked at the Sausage Festival in September at the SNPJ Farm.  
There were six sausage makers this year. Over 1,200 people came 
out to enjoy the Slovenian sausages and listen to nine continuous 
hours of polka music. Azman’s Meats from Euclid, Ohio, was the 
big winner.
I was unable to attend the National Board meeting in September 
due to health reasons.
In October I was honored, as this year’s Ohio Fraternal Alliance  
president, to participate in the OFA annual meeting which was held 
at Quail Hollow Resort in Concord, Ohio. We had four speakers, 
one of whom was our own Joe Evanish.
At the end of October I underwent shoulder replacement surgery, 
which kept me out of commission for several months.
Lodge 53 celebrated their 110th anniversary in November with a 
dinner dance. The guest speaker for the event was Joe Evanish.
Most Lodges end the year with Christmas parties, annual meetings 
and electing their officers for the new year. As of Dec. 31, 2016, I am 
no longer secretary of Loyalites Lodge 158. I remain as treasurer of 
CAL and attend the Cleveland Federation meetings as time allows. I 
also currently hold an active insurance license for the State of Ohio 
and continue to sell SNPJ products exclusively. I am also the current 
Ohio Fraternal Alliance president, elected at our October meeting. 
This will be the 100th anniversary of the OFA, and we are planning 
our meeting for October 2017. I continue to promote SNPJ and try 
to attend as many SNPJ events as my schedule permits.
Fraternally submitted,

lINDA GORJUP
Region 3 Vice President

Region 3 Vice President’s Report: Sis. Linda Gorjup
Motion by Bro. MLAKAR, second by Sis. ANDERSON, to approve 
the report. Motion approved.

Region 4 Vice President’s Report: Sis. Tracey L. Anderson
Motion by Sis. RIGLER, second by Bro. ANDERSON, to approve 
the report. Motion approved.

Region 5 Vice President’s Report
Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Executive Committee and National 
Board, fraternal greetings! The following is my report for the period 
of July 1 through Dec, 31, 2016.
I have attended Chicago District Federation meetings and all 
scheduled Lodge meetings.
On July 8-10, 2016, I attended the Miss SNPJ Pageant and the 35th 
annual Slovenefest with family and friends from Lodges 2 and 449. 
It was a beautiful weekend and the weather was great. It was nice 
talking with all the Miss SNPJ contestants at the meet and greet 
that was held on Saturday evening. Congratulations to Miss SNPJ, 
co-Miss Talent, and Miss Fraternalism Elizabeth Hartman (138); Miss 
Activity Alexis Keyes (138); and co-Miss Talent Meredith Maresh (449).
There were youth from Milwaukee-area Lodge 584 who attended 
the TEL Workshop held at the Recreation Center Aug. 5-7, 2016.
Along with many other SNPJ members from several area Lodges, I 
attended the annual Slovenian Cultural Center picnic held in Lemont, 
Ill., on Aug. 14, and the annual Honey Picnic on Aug. 28, 2016. Many 
area young adults from Lodges 449 and 559 got together at this 
picnic and hope more will join them next year.

The Chicago District Federation held its seventh annual dinner dance 
on Aug. 21, 2016. This event promotes a gathering of members 
from the area Lodges. Members were in attendance from Lodges 
1, 8, 449 and 559. We were delighted to have Cecilia Dolgan (576) 
join us and sing some familiar tunes, accompanied by Vince Rigler 
(449) on the button box accordion. 
We were also glad to have Miss SNPJ and co-Miss Talent Elizabeth 
Hartman and co-Miss Talent Meredith Maresh in attendance. Both 
Elizabeth and Meredith performed their talents during the program. 
Elizabeth sang a Macedonian song and played the prim, which is a 
tamburitza instrument, and Meredith wore her Slovenian garment 
she made with a video presentation. These two girls are both very 
talented, and everyone enjoyed their performances. In addition to 
attending the dinner dance, Elizabeth was given a tour of downtown 
Chicago, which included a tour of the NBC studios by Chicago 
Federation President Edward Dabrowski (449), and sightseeing 
with Region 5 Vice President Tina Rigler (449) and young adults 
Meredith Maresh (449) and Kaitlyn Chiappetta (559).
On Sept. 16, 2016, I attended the National Board meeting. All officers 
and committee reports were given and approved. Discussion was 
held on where costs can be cut in various programs held by the 
Society, including events held at the Recreation Center. The Young 
Adult Representative, Ally Perdan, was also present and reported 
for the young adults. She informed the board of the service projects 
and activities the young adults participated in over the weekend, 
and what they discussed at their conference.
On Oct. 9, 2016, many members attended the 100th anniversary of 
St. John the Evangelist Church in Greenfield, Wis. The Slovenian 
ambassador, Dr. Božo Cerar, was in attendance at this celebration. 
Many SNPJ members attended the Slovenian Catholic Cultural 
Center 21st anniversary on Nov. 13, 2016. The program featured 
the children from the Slomšek Slovenian School and musical selec-
tions by Zbor Spendov.
During the month of November, Lodge 584 members participated 
in the Family Twosome Bowling Tournament held at Lucky Lanes 
in Milwaukee.
Many adult and youth members from the Chicago-area Lodges 
also participated in the Christmas Around the World program held 
at the Museum of Science and Industry on Nov. 27, 2016. A short 
program and musical performance was held featuring the Slovenian 
community. A Slovenian tree was also featured among the other 
countries at the museum.
On Dec. 2, 2016, Edward Dabrowski, Region 5 Vice President Tina 
Rigler and co-Miss Talent Meredith Maresh attended the International 
Tree and Holiday Celebration in Chicago hosted by Cook County 
Treasurer Maria Pappas.
On Dec. 3, 2016, the Chicago District Federation of SNPJ Lodges 
held its annual children’s Christmas party at the Slovenian Catholic 
Center in Lemont. I was the emcee, and with the assistance of 
Meredith Maresh, the youth played several games for prizes, took 
photos with Santa, and were treated to lunch and a gift.
Congratulations to Lodges 1, 2, 8, 225, 449 and 559 who reached 
the Gold level in Activity in the 2016 SNPJ Lodge Bonus Program. 
I enjoy seeing all the many pictures and articles in PROSVETA 
informing us of the many different types of activities that are being 
done by all the Lodges.
In Region 5, we had a total of 36 new members for the year 2016, 
which was a decrease from last year. Congratulations to Lodges 1, 
8, 107, 225, 559, 584 and 686 for attaining new members, and to 
Lodge 584 for reaching and exceeding their new member goal and 
attaining the Silver level in Membership in the 2016 SNPJ Lodge 
Bonus Program. I hope that more Lodges will be able to increase 
their membership this year.
This concludes my report for the past six months. May we continue 
to work productively to make decisions in the best interest of the 
Society and its members.
Fraternally,

JUSTINA M. RIGLER
Region 5 Vice President

Region 5 Vice President’s Report: Sis. Justina Rigler
Motion by Sis. WOOD, second by Sis. GORJUP, to approve the 
report. Motion approved.

Region 6 Vice President’s Report
July-December 2016
Fraternal greetings from the far West. This report summarizes 
Region 6 activities for the second half of 2016. Region 6 now has 
2,607 active members and 13 Lodges.
Grass Valley Lodge 745 and Orange County Lodge 786 both achieved 
the Silver level for new members. For activity, Lodges 207 (Butte, 
Mont.), 218 (Denver), and 745 (Grass Valley, Calif.) earned Gold; 
while Lodge 689 (Helper, Utah) won Silver.
I had the pleasure of attending the 35th annual Utah Slovenian Day 
Picnic which was held in August at Washington Park in Price, Utah.  
The picnic is organized and staffed by Lodges 113 (Price) and 689 
(Helper). The event was again well attended and resulted in generous 
cash contributions to local charities and the SNPJ Scholarship Fund.
In August, Lodge 207 enjoyed a summer family picnic and accordion 
jam session at Stodden Park in Butte, and held a polka dance at 
the local Elks Lodge in October.
Denver Lodge 218 held a wine-tasting party in August, and in Octo-
ber made a generous donation of food to the Jeffco Action Center.
The Fontana Lodge 723 second annual Labor Day Weekend All-
Accordion Festival drew performers from as far as Alaska and Ohio.  
With dances and jam sessions held regularly throughout the year, 
the Fontana Slovene Hall continues to be a gathering place for 
musicians and dancers. Lodge 723 also continued its tradition of 
cash and toy donations to the Toys for Tots organization.
Grass Valley Lodge 745 donated cash and volunteer labor to a 
Sacramento-area homeless shelter, and enjoyed a summer River 
Cats baseball game. In December they gathered in Old Town Folsom 
for their annual Christmas Ice Skating and Pizza Party.
Orange County Lodge 786 celebrated Make a Difference Day by 
donating  cash to the Roosters Foundation. The Roosters is a local 
charity and social organization that raises hundreds of thousands of 
dollars each year for disadvantaged children. A potluck Christmas 
party with live music ended the year’s activities. I continue to serve 
as vice president of Lodge 786.
Youth Circle 104 enjoyed a summer poolside picnic; Family Two-
some bowling, which was held in November; and participation in 
the Lodge 786 Christmas party.
The California Federation of SNPJ Lodges held its 17th annual 
Vinska Trgatev (Slovenian Grape Harvest Festival) in Fontana for 
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SNPJ Recreation Center Committee Report
This report covers the last six months of 2016. Director Tim Jergel 
has been leading the management team and staff at the Recreation 
Center since April 2009. We have experienced significant improve-
ment in financial performance during the period from 2009-2016 
compared with the previous eight-year period, 2001-2008. The 
average annual net operating loss for the period 2001-2008 was 
$331,000 compared to $204,000 for 2009-2016, which is an annual 
average improvement of $127,000. This year is the lowest net loss 
since 1995. 
Bro. Jergel and the staff have done a commendable job in this respect.  
Key members of the full-time staff include Operations Manager Sue 
Krispinsky, Maintenance Manager Jeff Wisneski, and Susan Zarella.
The SNPJ National Board took action in March mandating that a 
five-year, break-even plan be developed for the SNPJ Recreation 
Center and be presented to the board at the September meeting.  
During the September board meeting, the board adopted a break-
even plan. The plan was developed with input and approval from 
the SNPJ Recreation Center director, management and staff, as well 
as the SNPJ Executive Committee and SNPJ Recreation Center 
Committee. The actual objective is to achieve this in three years, 
allowing for a two-year contingency.
Various rates were increased at the beginning of 2016. These in-
cluded cabin rates and barn rental fee, as well as rates for tenting, 
RVs and cabins during Slovenefest. The Slovenefest and Wine & 
Sausage Festival admission prices were also increased. Other rates 
were addressed in the spring which included renovated cabin rates 
and rates based on the size of the cabins.
Per the break-even plan and board action in September, the Trailer 
Park rent will be increased over a two-year period starting with 2017. 
The committee approved rate increases for the cabins for the next 
two years as well.
Thirty-six years ago, the Slovenefest was created to promote our 
heritage and the SNPJ, as well as provide a fund-raiser for the Rec-
reation Center, which continues to operate at a deficit. Slovenefest 
was a cultural and financial success this past July. Attendance was 
up compared to the previous year, as was the profit. This may have 
been the best ever, profit-wise. There were more than 20 bands and 
groups that performed. The many volunteers, staff and committee 
worked hard to make it a successful weekend.
The schedule for the 2017 Slovenefest was completed by November. 
Jim Curl took care of booking the entertainment. A preliminary pro-
motional flyer was distributed by Kathy Paulenich during the Polka 
Hall of Fame Thanksgiving weekend and at various events in Florida. 
The flyer has been distributed in other areas as well.
Fraternal Weekend was held in August once again. The weekend 
begins with music in the Gostilna on Friday night. A free-admission 
dance is hosted at the North (upper) Pavilion. A third band was 
added because of the availability of a Slovenian ansambel, which 
was sponsored by the SNPJ Heritage Center. Balina and beanbag 
tournaments successfully took place on Saturday as well.
National SNPJ Days, held during Labor Day weekend, was a success. 
The SNPJ Heritage Center hosted a welcome reception on Friday 
evening and an old-fashioned polka dance and jam session in the 
historic barn on Saturday evening. The National SNPJ Days picnic 
took place on Sunday at the Heritage Pavilion as a free-admission 
event. The national athletic tournaments took place during the 
weekend as well.
The SNPJ Recreation Center hosted polka entertainment in the 
Gostilna on Friday nights throughout the season. Saturday night 
bingo also continued as a popular activity in the Gostilna during the 
season. For the 2017 season, the Friday night entertainment will be 
a mixture of music types.
Wedding reception bookings continue to be a strong revenue source 
for the Recreation Center. Bookings and revenue were down com-
pared to 2015. Bookings for 2017 show a good increase which will 
help revenue for the coming year. An online advertising campaign 
was initiated in July 2016 to help promote bookings. Operations 

Manager Sue Krispinsky does an exceptional job with the wedding 
business, as does our exclusive caterer, Jones Creations.
The pool did very well and had one of its best years ever. Admis-
sions were up again from the previous year. Favorable weather 
certainly contributes to that. The Tiki Bar also had a good year, with 
revenues up once again.
The Wine & Sausage Festival in September continues to grow in 
attendance each year. This was a successful event, with an increase 
in the admission fee as well. Director Jergel, along with the staff, has 
done a good job with this event which was created four years ago.
A bar and storage area was created for the Heritage Pavilion at a 
cost of $5,602. The expanded parking area for the main building 
and Heritage Pavilion was completed at a cost of $6,885. The check 
valve in the summer well needed repaired at a cost of $2,278. The 
winter well storage tanks needed replaced at a cost of $9,375.
In November, most of the indoor lighting in the main building and 
throughout all of the structures on the property were replaced with 
LED bulbs. This was provided free of charge by a company as part 
of a subsidized program. This should help reduce energy costs.
The following is a summary of the year-end financial report for the 
year 2016:
 Total Revenue ................................. $917,855
 Total Expenditures ..........................1,077,874
 Net Loss........................................ ($160,019)
A detailed financial report is attached. The 2017 budget is also 
included as an attachment.
We are very proud of our facility and property. The grounds look 
great and inviting. Everyone is encouraged to take advantage of 
our beautiful SNPJ Recreation Center as we continue promoting 
our fraternal activities and programs.

SNPJ RECREATION CENTER COMMITTEE
JOSEPH C. EVANISH, Committee Chairman

VINCENT BASElJ
JIM CURl

DAVID CUSHMAN
JERRY R. HLEBAK
CATHY KAlENITS
RONAlD CADEz

JOSEPH JURICICH, Honorary Member

SNPJ Recreation Center Financial Report 
as of Dec. 31, 2016
  Revenue Expense Profit/(Loss)
Cabins $102,771 27,296 $75,475 
Dances $22,585 $15,281 $7,304
Dining Room $39,977 $34,168 $5,809 
Gostilna $110,997 $94,464 $16,533 
Pool $57,539 $43,740 $13,799
Slovenefest $111,480 $61,104 $50,376 
Trailer Court $97,241 $27,343 $69,898
Wedding/Banquet $323,169 $180,030 $143,139 
Misc. Revenue $52,096 $6,115 $45,981 
Overhead Expenses
 Salary & Wages  $255,446 
 Utilities  $90,868 
 Real Estate Taxes  $78,078 
 Insurance  $72,669 
 Depreciation  $3,350
 Maintenance  $44,811 
 Office & Administration  $26,962
 Major Maintenance Projects  $16,149
 Total Overhead Expenses   ($588,333)
Totals   $917,855 $1,077,874 ($160,019)

SNPJ Recreation Center 2017 Budget 
  Revenue Expense Profit/(Loss)
Cabins $110,000 $30,000 $80,000 
Dances $25,000 $15,000 $10,000 
Dining Room $40,000 $35,000 $5,000 
Gostilna $115,000 $97,000 $18,000 
Pool $60,000 $48,000 $12,000
Slovenefest $115,000 $60,000 $55,000 
Trailer Court $125,000 $30,000 $95,000 
Wedding/Banquet $400,000 $220,000 $180,000 
Misc. Revenue $58,000 $8,000 $50,000 
Overhead Expenses
 Salary & Wages  $260,000 
 Utilities  $90,000 
 Real Estate Taxes  $78,000 
 Insurance  $74,000 
 Depreciation  $3,000
 Maintenance  $45,000 
 Office & Administration  $25,000
 Major Maintenance Projects  $25,000
 Total Overhead Expenses   ($600,000)
Totals   $1,048,000 $1,143,000 ($95,000)

the benefit of the SNPJ Scholarship Fund and for the enjoyment of 
all in attendance. I direct the Trgatev each year and serve as vice 
president of the Federation.
My sincere thanks go out to all our active Region 6 members as we 
look forward to another year of community service and fun.
Fraternally,

FREDRICK J. MLAKAR
Region 6 Vice President

Region 6 Vice President’s Report: Bro. Fredrick J. Mlakar
Motion by Sis. ANDERSON, second by Sis. RIGLER, to approve 
the report. Motion approved.

SNPJ Recreation Center Committee Report
Motion to recess as the SNPJ National Board and reconvene as 
the SNPJ Recreation Center Board by Bro. ANDERSON, second 
by Bro. HERVOL. Motion approved.
President EVANISH highlights the report of the Recreation Center 
Committee, stating that the financials are improving and the $160,000 
loss this year was the lowest since 1995. He commends the Rec-
reation Center management and staff for this, discusses continued 
emphasis on the break-even plan, and states that 2017 bookings 
for weddings are up over last year.
Questions by Bro. MLAKAR, and comments by Young Adult Repre-
sentative Sis. PERDAN, and Sisters GORJUP, WOOD and PINTAR.
President EVANISH presents the motel unit renovation plan that will 
use the funds donated toward the cabin renovation plan.
Questions and comments from Sisters GORJUP and ANDERSON, 
Bro. NOVAK, and Sis. WOOD.
Motion by Sis. WOOD, second by Sis. GORJUP, to use the $55,000 
in the cabin renovation fund to redo the upper motel units and utilize 
any money left over for the bathrooms in these units for completion 
in 2017. Motion approved.
Motion to recess as the SNPJ Recreation Center Board and recon-
vene as the SNPJ National Board by Bro. ANDERSON, second by 
Bro. HERVOL. Motion approved.
Motion by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro. HERVOL, to approve 
the report of the SNPJ Recreation Center Committee.

Young Adult Representative’s Report
Young Adult Representative Sis. PERDAN presented the report 
of the young adults. She thanked the board for allowing young 
adult representation on the board. She questioned if there were 
any changes made to the Young Adult Conference in order to cut 
expenses, and was informed that the board will be discussing this 
at the September meeting for next year’s conference. However, 
there will have to be 50 registered in order to hold the conference.  
Sis. PERDAN presented the 2017 Young Adult service project, 
which will be “chemo care bags,” and stated that they felt this would 
reach a wide demographic. She discussed meeting topics to include 
cutting costs and engaging others in Lodge meetings, events, etc. 
She requested clarification from the board as to whether we would 
allow a free dinner to polka musicians who donate their time to the 
Young Adult Conference for their Saturday night dance, and the 
board assured her that they could have dinner.

General Business
Motion by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro. HERVOL, to maintain 
dividends for 2017 at the same levels they were in 2016. Motion 
approved.
Motion by Sis. ANDERSON, second by Bro. ANDERSON, for the 
board to go into Executive Session to discuss officer compensation. 
Motion approved.
The board came out of Executive Session on a motion by Sis. WOOD 
and Bro. NOVAK, and approved by the board.

The Executive Committee presented the board with information on 
the cost of hosting a convention in Las Vegas, Nev., as compared 
to the SNPJ Recreation Center, and also a proposal of convention 
items for approval by the National Board.
A discussion was held on the 2018 Convention and whether or not 
we should move it from Las Vegas to the Recreation Center. Bro. 
LAWRENCE presented the cost comparisons between the two sites. 
Discussion on the convention items presented by Sis. WOOD, Bro. 
NOVAK and Sis. GORJUP.
A motion was made to host the 2018 Convention at the SNPJ Rec-
reation Center with a one-day meeting to be held Monday, Aug. 
13, 2018, with delegates arriving Sunday, Aug. 12, and departing 
Tuesday, Aug. 14; to approve to hold the meeting of the National 
Board on Sunday, Aug. 12, at 10 a.m.; to combine the bylaws and 
resolutions committees into one committee of five delegates; and 
that there will be no reimbursement for rental cars at the convention 
since delegates will be shuttled from the Pittsburgh airport to the 
Recreation Center and back. Motion approved.
Motion by Sis. GORJUP, second by Bro. Stan J. REPOS, to recom-
mend to the Convention Compensation Committee that the delegates 
be paid $450 for the convention. Motion approved, with Bro. MLAKAR 
and Sis. WOOD requesting to be recorded as “nay” votes. 

Motion to hold the next National Board meeting Sept. 29, 2017, by 
Bro. NOVAK, second by Sis. GORJUP. Motion approved.
President EVANISH thanked the board and stated that he felt the 
meeting was very productive and educational for all.
Motion to adjourn at 4:35 p.m. by Bro. NOVAK, second by Sis. 
GORJUP. Motion approved, and the meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

KAREN A. PINTAR, FLMI, CCP, AIAA
National Secretary/COO

SNPJ HERITAGE CENTER
FROM PAGE 1 

and was a huge success, so 
you’ll want to mark this date 
on your calendar.

Looking ahead to June, 
we’ll be celebrating Heritage 
Center weekend. We’ll kick 
off the celebration with Patty 
C & The Guys in the Gostilna 
on Friday, June 9, from 7:30 
to 9:30 p.m. Our picnic dance 
will be held the next day, Sat-

urday, June 10, with the Eddie 
Rodick Band featured from 2 
to 6 p.m. There will be several 
other activities planned for the 
weekend that I’ll tell you about 
next month.

In closing, and as a remind-
er, the European Union Open 
House in Washington, D.C., 
will be held Saturday, May 
13, from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
Several Heritage Center Com-
mittee members will be attend-

ing with our traveling display, 
which will be presented at the 
Slovenian Embassy. If you have 
the chance to attend, be sure 
to check out our display and 
introduce yourself. We love 
sharing information about our 
Slovenian heritage, the SNPJ 
and our Recreation Center.

Hooray for the summer 
season! We’ll see you at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center the 
first weekend in May!

The busy summer gets underway in 
May for the SNPJ Heritage Center

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The 2017 Regional 
Fraternal Activities are in the works! I thank 
our Regional Vice Presidents for organizing 
these events with assistance from the Fraternal 
Department for the benefit of our members in 
the different regions. They have been quite 
successful.

Our first Regional Fraternal Activity will take 
us to the Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 Bowling Center 
on Sunday, May 21. This year marks the seventh 
time that Region 2 Vice President Jim Curl has 
hosted a no-tap bowling tournament. All Region 
2 members are invited to participate in this fun 
day of bowling. The tournament starts at 2 p.m.,  
and you can register by calling the Lodge 6 club 
at (412) 221-9862. A cookout with hamburgers, 
hot dogs and sides will be provided.

The next event will take us right into the heart 
of Cleveland’s Slovenian community as Region 
4 Vice President Linda Gorjup hosts Slovene 

From bowling 
to baseball for 
Regional Activity

Heritage Night with the Lake County Captains. 
This 7 p.m. game against the Dayton Dragons 
is scheduled Monday, Aug. 21. Tickets are $8 
each and can be purchased by contacting Sis. 
Gorjup or an SNPJ  Region 4 Lodge secretary. 
SNPJ members will receive a food voucher that 
can be used at the game.

SNPJ members in the Detroit area will be 
enjoying SNPJ Night with the Detroit Tigers 
on Saturday, Sept. 16, hosted by Region 6 Vice 
President Tracey Anderson. The Tigers will be 
battling the Chicago White Sox. Tickets are $25 
each and can be purchased by contacting District 
5 Athletic Director Ken Anderson.

Miss SNPJ ElIzABETH HARTMAN, SNPJ 
Fraternal Director KEVIN RICHARDS and 
lAUREN SEBUSCH (158) during the 2016 
Slovene Heritage Night baseball game. 
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something from the archives...
This photo, which is part of the SNPJ history collection at the SNPJ Heritage Center, captured the members 
of the former SNPJ Lodge 39 in Chicago roughly a century ago, back in 1917. According to the information 
attached to the photo, SNPJ National Knights Lodge 39 was “founded on 19 March, 1903, in Chicago, Ill. 

Photographed on 2 September, 1917, to commemorate members of the Army called to war for the United States 
of America.” Though we’re skeptical of the founding date (Lodge 39 was first listed in the SNPJ roster in 

September 1906), there’s no doubt that’s the old SNPJ Home Office – at Lawndale Ave. and 27th St. in Chicago – 
in the background, which would have been just about a year old at the time when this photograph was taken. 

So there you have a little taste of SNPJ history... and a whole bunch of patriotic sentiment.

ANNOUNCE IT

Lodge 41 couple is 
celebrating 50 years
IRWIN, Pa. — On 
May 20, SNPJ Lodge 41 
members Bro. Michael 
T. “Tom” and Sis. Mary-
Ann (Adamic) Bebar 
will celebrate 50 years 
of marriage. As lifelong 
members of the Society, 
Tom and MaryAnn are 
proud of their Slovenian 
heritage, which has 
been an essential part 
of their lives.

Tom and MaryAnn 
have two children. 
Daughter Lori Bebar 
lives in Middletown, 
Pa., and son Mark Be-
bar lives in League 
City, Texas, with his wife, Julie. They also have four 
grandchildren, Kristin, Kaitlyn, Blake and Brady; and one 
great-granddaughter, Mi’Kennah, all of whom are members 
of Lodge 41. Tom and MaryAnn enjoy visiting with their 
children and their families as often as possible.

While Tom has been enjoying the retired life, MaryAnn 
continues to work full time and is very active with her 
church. She has served as president of the Westmoreland 
County (PA) Federation for over 20 years and has written 
many articles for PROSVETA. MaryAnn has also served as 
a volunteer during the annual Slovenefest weekend and is 
an avid supporter of the American Slovene Radio Program.

On behalf of their entire family, we would like to congratu-
late Tom and MaryAnn on 50 years of marriage, and wish 
them many, many more years of love, health and happiness.

Longtime Lodge 41 members 
Bro. TOM and Sis. MARYANN 
BEBAR will be celebrating 50 
years of marriage on May 20.

PROSVETA Crossword
Famous Actresses (#0517) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. *Grace Kelly was first 
 actress on a U.S. one
6. Brow shape
9. *Audrey Hepburn 
 starred in “My Fair ____”
13. Dugout vessel
14. Ciao in the U.S.
15. Post-employment insurance
16. “Welcome to my humble ____”
17. *Thompson of 
 “Some Kind of Wonderful”
18. Like a neon sign
19. *She portrayed Crawford
21. *Actress with most Oscar noms
23. Hawaiian wreath
24. Pauper’s permanent state
25. A great distance away
28. River in Bohemia
30. Crazy ____ card game
35. Words from Wordsworth
37. Makes mistakes
39. First sound of the day?
40. Lymphatic swelling
41. *Geena or Bette
43. Red carpet purse
44. Turns grape into raisin
46. Mongolian desert
47. Post-deductions amount
48. Singer ____ Bocelli
50. One on drugs
52. “Be quiet!”

53. Shining armor
55. Gloppy stuff
57. *Star of 7 Woody Allen movies
60. *Katharine or Audrey
64. “Bring back!” to Fido
65. *Kate Winslet starred
 opposite him in “Titanic”
67. Suggestive of the supernatural
68. Absurd
69. As opposed to St. or Blvd.
70. Dismantles
71. Facial protrusion
72. *Kathleen Turner, star of 
 “____ of the Roses”
73. “Thou ____ not...,” in the Bible

DOWN
1. Common tropical marine fish
2. Not to be mentioned
3. At another time,
 to Romeo or Juliet
4. Most frequent value, statistics
5. ____ Aloysius Herman
6. Competently
7. Pastrami holder
8. ____ and desist
9. Opera house box
10. Up to the task
11. Between stop and roll
12. Swerve
15. Opening between 
 esophagus and stomach

20. Was sick
22. Golf peg
24. Like a certain Nellie?
25. *Also known for workout videos
26. Bedazzle
27. Made over
29. Toot your own horn
31. Mountain valley
32. Dislikes intensely
33. It’s a fact
34. *This Maggie is a Dame
36. Nostradamus, e.g.
38. *Magda, Zsa Zsa and
 Eva Gabor, e.g.
42. Military blockade
45. Be full of anger
49. In the past
51. Stanley and Helen on
 “Three’s Company”
54. Jon Voight to Brad Pitt
56. African sorcery
57. Bingo-like game
58. Greek H’s
59. High school breakout
60. Field worker
61. Celestial bear
62. Cambodian money
63. Empty ____
64. Shark part
66. *Mendez or Langoria
The solution to puzzle #0517 will 
run in the June 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media

by CHRIS PETUKAUSKAS (33)
Federation Secretary

AMBRIDGE, Pa. — Greetings to all 
members of the Western Pa. Federation, 
as well as our friends near and far in 
SNPJland. It’s great that spring has finally 
arrived and the beauty of nature will soon 
surround us during this refreshing season.

Congratulations to our 2017 Federation 
officers as they begin another year of suc-
cess. Serving are President Don Progar, 
Vice President Brian Patosky, Secretary 
Chris Petukauskas, Recording Secretary 
Judy Pintar Krivacek, Treasurer Ken 
Vogrig, and auditors Nancy Koutoulakis, 
Dawn Patosky and Jennifer Provenza.

Our officers are working hard to get our 
members involved, especially our young 
adults. Please make an effort to attend 
a meeting to see what’s going on. Your 
Lodge secretary will receive a hard copy 
or e-mail notice for all upcoming meetings. 
Come and share your ideas.

Our next meeting will take place 
during Fraternal Weekend at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. The date is Aug. 12 
and the meeting will be held at 11 a.m. 
in the Gostilna. If you are there, please 
stop in and share your Lodge news. We 

would love to see you! I know it is a few 
of months away, but mark your calendar 
now and plan to attend.

We’d like to offer our best wishes to 
the SNPJ young adults on the service 
project they will be working on during 
the Young Adult Conference in June. They 
are gathering items to prepare chemo 
bags for patients in the area. I’m sure 
we’ve all been affected in some way by 
this debilitating disease. This project is a 
way to reach out to those in need as they 
go through treatment.

If you are interested in helping out, 
please contact Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards at the SNPJ Home Office for 
more information. Purchased items or 
monetary donations are welcome for this 
worthy cause. Kevin can let you know 
what type of items are needed to fill the 
bags. Thanks in advance for any support 
you can offer.

The Federation also supports SNPJ 
Youth Roundup, which will take place at 
the Recreation Center June 18-23. This 
camp is offered to children ages 7-12 and 
includes fun, friends and fabulous memo-
ries from a weeklong camp that includes 
all activities, lodging and meals.

Last year the Federation supported 
Youth Roundup with a monetary dona-
tion that was used to host a carnival at 
the barn. We were able to see a video and 
witness the delight on the campers’ faces 
as they enjoyed the carnival. They had a 
blast! Plans are in the works this year for 
a field trip with the monetary donation 
from our Federation.

If you have children in this age group, 
don’t let them miss this thrilling week at 
the campsite! For information, contact 
Fraternal Director Kevin Richards at the 
Home Office. Who can finish the tune, 
“There’s a camp along a country road...”?

Mark your calendar and get ready to 
laugh all night during an exciting event 
that we are working on. The Federation is 
putting together a comedy show that will 
take place in November. Look for details 
as we get closer to the event date. It’s sure 
to be a great night of laughing your socks 
off with some friends!

We hope to see you at an upcoming 
fraternal event. The weather is breaking, 
and it’s always nice to meet at an outdoor 
event and catch up. Have a happy May 
and remember, “wisdom is the ability to 
learn from change.”

Western Pa. Fed bringing the laughs this fall

by PATTY CANDELA (576)
SNPJ Trailer Court Civic Assoc.

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — The SNPJ 
Trailer Court Civic Association will hold 
a meeting Saturday, May 27, beginning 
at 10 a.m. in the dorm. Later that day, 
join us for the opening party in the barn 
starting at 4 p.m. Please bring a covered 
dish to share. Patty C & The Guys will 
be playing for your listening and danc-

ing pleasure.
Don’t forget to mark the following 

dates on your calendar: July 29 is our 
balina tournament party in the lower 
pavilion, and Sept. 23 is our closing 
party in the upper pavilion. Details for 
these events will follow in next month’s 
PROSVETA and will be posted on flyers. 
We’d also like to remind everyone about 
our Facebook page, SNPJ Trailer Court. 

President Ashley Russ, Vice President 
Mike Brately, Treasurer Patti Evanish 
and Secretary Patty Candela encour-
age everyone with a trailer at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center to become a member 
of the Trailer Court Civic Association. 
Dues are only $20 per person; free for 
children 16 and under. 

We hope to see everyone at the camp-
site this summer!

SNPJ Trailer Court Assoc. schedules opening party
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A linden marks 25 years
of Slovenia-U.S. relations
WASHINGTON, D.C. (STA) — 
Slovenian Ambassador to the United 
States Božo Cerar planted a linden tree, 
a symbol of Slovenia, in the National 
Arboretum in Washington on April 7 to 
mark the 25th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations between the United States and 
Slovenia. Cerar was accompanied by 
former U.S. ambassadors to Slovenia 
Allan Wendt and Joseph Mussomeli, 
as well as National Arboretum Director 
Richard Olsen.

The date for planting the linden tree 
and the reception that followed was 
symbolic: the United States formally 
recognized Slovenia on April 7, 1992.

According to the embassy, this is 
neither the first, nor the last, linden tree 
to be planted by Slovenian diplomats in 
Washington. At least three more linden 
trees are planned to be added in the Na-
tional Arboretum, while the possibility of 
erecting a lamp and installing a bench de-
signed by acclaimed Slovenian architect 
Jože Plečnik is also under consideration.

Marijuana approved 
for medicinal purposes
LJUBLJANA (STA) — In late March, 
the Slovenian government approved the 
use of cannabis (marijuana) for medicinal 
purposes. Patients will now be able to 
obtain standardized cannabis buds by 
prescription.

The changes to the Decree on the Clas-
sification of Illicit Drugs move cannabis 
from the group of harmful sub stances that 
are not used in medicine to the group of 
plants and substances that can be harmful, 
but can be used in medicine.

To date, only extracts from the can-
nabis plant and synthetic cannabinoids 
were approved for medicinal use. This 
means that doctors will be able to pre-
scribe the plant under guidelines set up 
by professionals in individual branches 
of medicine, such as pediatrics and 
neurology.

The Medical Chamber has already 
started training doctors in prescribing 
cannabis for additional treatments of 
diseases such as cancer, MS, epilepsy 
and glaucoma.

The government stressed that the 
decree did not change the rules on the 
production of cannabis. Production 
remains prohibited, but the Slovenian 
Health Ministry has already begun draft-
ing changes to the Law on Production and 
Trade in Illicit Drugs. However, these 
changes will require the cooperation of 
several ministries and must be based 
on clear goals the government hopes 
to achieve.

The changes to the Decree on the 
Classification of Illicit Drugs do not apply 
to industrial hemp, which contains less 
than 0.2 percent of THC, according to 
the government.

New members join the
Mountain Warfare Center
BEGUNJE NA GORENJSkEM 
(STA) — Over a year since its inception, 
the NATO Mountain Warfare Center of 
Excellence in Slovenia is attracting new 
members and establishing connections 
with numerous organizations. The center 
is now preparing standards for mountain 
warfare training.

On March 23, director Boštjan Blaznik 
presented the achievements made since 
the center opened in November 2015, 
along with plans for the future.

Blaznik noted that Romania was join-
ing the founding members – Slovenia, 
Germany, Italy, Croatia and Austria – as 
a new member of the center, which is 
based in the Alpine village of Poljče.

According to Blaznik, talks are also 
being held with other NATO members 
and partner countries, and at least two 
additional countries are expected to 
join the Mountain Warfare Center of 
Excellence in the next two years. “This 
would expand the center’s know-how 
and experience,” he added.

“An analysis of the existing forms and 
structures related to mountain warfare 
has demonstrated that NATO’s decision 
to establish a specialized institution was 
warranted,” Blaznik said, adding that the 
center “was also established to create the 
necessary standards in the field.” By do-
ing so, the Mountain Warfare Center will 
provide for more efficient and optimized 
operation of multi-national allied forces 
in conditions of mountain warfare.

The center’s most important step was 

made in the field of standardization of 
mountain warfare, creating a set of stan-
dards which have been accepted by 11 
counties. “These standards will be under 
consideration for two years,” Blaznik 
said, adding that their implementation 
“would be the starting point for further 
development of a field that had been 
neglected by NATO.”

Heineken beer now 
being bottled in Laško
LAškO (STA) — Less than two years 
after it was acquired by Dutch brewer 
Heineken, the brewery in Laško has 
started bottling its owner’s flagship beer. 
The next step will be making the brew 
in Laško.

The bottling of Heineken beer in 
Laško was launched March 28. The beer 
will be sold in the former Yugoslavia, in 
northern Italy, and in Hungary.

Dušan Zorko, the director of Piv-
ovarna Laško Union, told the press that 
bottling the beer gives Laško the status 
of a strategic brewery in the Heineken 
group while filling spare capacity. In 
mid-March, the bottling of Heineken 
cider commenced in the company’s 
second location in Ljubljana.

Last year, Pivovarna Laško Union 
produced roughly 58 million gallons of 
beer. The brewery expects to increase 
production by several hundred thousand 
gallons by bottling Heineken.

While the company has reduced its 
workforce by nearly 25 percent since 
the acquisition, to about 650 employees, 
the facility “could hire additional staff 
if other Heineken brands are bottled in 
Slovenia as well,” according to Zorko.

Slovenia sets its sights 
on the agritourism market
šENTILJ (STA) — As tourism contin-
ues to increase throughout Slovenia, the 
agritourism sector has decided to step up 
its marketing activities. Now, more than 
130 farms offering accommodations, 
as well as various other activities and 
home-made products, are presenting their 
amenities in a new catalog published in 
six languages.

The new catalog, released in coopera-
tion with the Slovenian Tourist Board 
(STO), was presented during a late March 
meeting of the Association of Slovenian 
Farmstays in Šentilj.

According to STO representative 
Livija Kovač Kostantinovič, agritourism 
goes well with Slovenia’s plans to strive 
for green and sustainable tourism since 
it offers an alternative to mass tourism 
– a healthy and active vacation in the 
countryside. “Slovenia boasts more than 
400 farmstays, many of which adhere to 
the latest trends in tourism by developing 
innovative products, such as sleeping in 
hay barns in the Logarska dolina valley 
or a forest in Cerkno,” she said.

Ethnologist Janez Bogataj thinks 
the agritourism sector, with its 50-year 
tradition, will survive only if it is of-
fered systematic training. “Farmstays 
are estates whose primary activity is 
agriculture with a secondary activity of 
tourism; all the rest is walking on thin 
ice,” he said.

Agritourism generates about one per-
cent of all arrivals and overnight stays 
in Slovenia. Last year, the agritourism 
sector recorded a one percent growth 
in both arrivals and overnight stays for 
foreign and domestic guests. Some 70 
percent of the guests are Slovenians. The 
foreigners who are enjoying these types 
of vacations are mostly Germans, Ital-
ians, Austrians, the French, the Israelis 
and the Belgians.

Facilities classified as farmstays have 
a maximum of 60 seats and 30 beds 
available, and at least 40 to 50 percent 
of homegrown food products. These 
facilities offer unique experiences to 
their guests, according to the farmstays’ 
association.

New digital tombstone 
introduced in Maribor
MARIBOR (STA) — Digital informa-
tion seems to have infiltrated our daily 
lives, and the undertakers business is 
no exception. The days of traditional 

tombstones may very well be over, as 
a new digital tombstone was presented 
at the Maribor cemetery in mid-March.

The idea behind the digital tombstone, 
named the “iTernal,” is to expand the 
information that visitors to a cemetery 
can obtain on the deceased far beyond 
the mere name, dates of birth and death, 
and possibly a photograph. The iTernal 
digital tombstone allows for additional 
data, including videos, to be uploaded and 
displayed on a screen that is protected 
from both the weather and vandalism.

According to the Maribor undertakers 
institute, this is a novelty in the industry, 
and the result of cooperation between 
the Maribor Faculty of Electrical En-
gineering and Computer Science, and 
Slovenian and international SMEs (small 
and medium-sized enterprises).

When in hibernation, the iTernal 
displays the basic info on the deceased, 
much like any classic tombstone. But 
when a passerby spends a few seconds 
next to it, motion and eye sensors switch 
on the projection of the stored data. 
Powered by electricity, solar units or 
batteries, the iTernal will be available 
in different sizes and will allow for vari-
ous adjustments. The price of the model 
presented falls just under $3,200.

The Maribor Pobrežje Cemetery was 
also the first in Europe to present a digital 
cemetery guide a few years ago.

Mihelič’s art of the 
Kurent on display in Ptuj
PTUJ (STA) — An exhibition of works 
by artist France Mihelič (1907-1998), 
who was fascinated by the image of the 
Kurent, a traditional Slovenian carnival 
costume, opened in Ptuj in mid-April.

The exhibition, hosted at the Mihelič 
Gallery and featuring various surreal-
ist depictions of the Kurent, marks the 
110th anniversary of the artist’s birth. 
The works, on display through July 1, 
include drawings, prints and tapestries 
from the collection of the Ptuj-Ormoz 
Regional Museum.

France Mihelič, one of the key figures 
of Slovenian painting in the second half 
of the 20th century, was born in Škofja 
Loka. After completing his studies at 
the Zagreb Academy of Fine Arts, he 
started working as an art teacher in Ptuj, 
where he first came in contact with the 
distinctive carnival costumes of the area. 
He documented all of cos tumes during 
his stay in Ptuj from 1936-1941, but was 
particularly fascinated by the flair of 
mystery surround ing the Kurent.

The costume traditionally includes 
a full-body sheepskin attire with huge 
cowbells around the waist, a spike in the 
hand, and a sheepskin face mask with 
large horns. The roots of the costume 
date back to pagan times, and in Slovenia 
the Kurent is considered the traditional 
harbinger of spring.

According to Ptuj-Ormoz Museum 
representative Tatjana Štefanič, Mihe-
lic was “drawn by the animal-demonic 
mask in the artistic sense, and by the 
transformation of man in the ideological 
sense. The Kurent has therefore become a 
central figure of the artist’s ouvre; his key 
iconographic symbol, which he modified, 
dissected and merged with many other 
motifs he found appealing.”

Mihelič was active in Ptuj until the 
start of World War II. After the war, he 
was one of the leading professors at the 
Ljubljana Academy of Fine Arts.

Grave of a Celtic warrior 
discovered in Brežice
Brežice (STA) — The grave of a 
Celtic warrior containing pottery, iron 
weapons and the remnants of a chariot 
was recently unearthed in Brežice. Ex-
perts have dated the grave to the second 
century B.C.

The grave was discovered during 
work on a parking lot near the senior 
center in Brežice. The director of the 
excavation, Slobodan Olič, told the press 
that the grave hasn’t yet been fully ex-
amined, and that additional items might 
be discovered in the area. Olič added that 
more precise dating “would be possible 
after all items found in the grave were 
analyzed.”

This is the third Celtic chariot un-
earthed in Brežice; two others were 
discovered in the early 1980s. According 
to Olič, this speaks of the importance 
of the former Celtic settlement which 
controlled a strategic route along the 
Sava and Krka rivers.
The articles comprising this feature have been 
reprinted with permission from the Slovenian 
Press Agency (STA).

National Sibling Day is a holiday that was conceived 
by Claudia Evart in 1997 to honor the memory of 
her brother and sister, both of whom died when 

they were young. Claudia hoped the holiday, which is 
celebrated each year on April 10, would strengthen family 
ties and recognize the special gift of siblings.

Research shows that siblings truly can be a gift because 
having a sibling makes a child more selfless and sympa-
thetic. Siblings can often protect adolescents from the teen-
age feelings of loneliness, guilt and self-consciousness. 
Even the endless fighting between younger siblings, which 
studies have proven can happen every 10 minutes, helps 
children learn compromise and conflict resolution, which 
are skills that carry over to other areas of life. But, it is 
when we are adults that we truly benefit from the sibling 
bond because it can mean a lifetime of emotional support, 
a close friendship and an endless number of inside jokes 
that no one else can ever understand. Sibling bonds are 
lifelong relationships from cradle to grave, and are usually 
the longest relationships of a person’s life. Keeping the 
connection strong has been proven to help a person live 
a longer, happier, healthier life.

Granted, siblings may not always make your life hap-
pier, but they can be some of the most important and 
influential people in our lives. Friends can come and go, 
but siblings share our lives in a unique way. From begin-
ning to end they are there, and many times it is a sibling 
that is our confidant, always there when we need help with 
an important decision.  

Now is a good time to talk with your siblings about the 
importance of life insurance to make sure their families 
are protected. If they are not already a member of SNPJ, 
you can participate in our Recommender Program by re-
ferring them to speak to an SNPJ agent or our Marketing 
Department about the right life insurance plan for them. 
Let your siblings know today that they are one of the most 
important people in your life!
• Thought for the Month — “To the outside world, we 

all grow old. But not to brothers and 
sisters. We know each other as we 
always were. We know each other’s 
hearts. We share private family jokes. 
We remember family feuds and se-
crets, family griefs and joys. We live 
outside the touch of time.”

Clara Ortega

Brothers and sisters

by SAMANTHA VOLPE
Lodge 158

EUCLID, Ohio — I hope ev-
eryone had a “hoppy” Easter! 
As the months get warmer, we 
look forward to more and more 
exciting events!

In last month’s article I men-
tioned a Margaritaville-themed 
party hosted by Loyalites 
Lodge 158 at Recher Hall. This 
event has been moved to some-
time in September, so keep an 
eye out for more information.

The Loyalites Lodge picnic 
will be held July 30. Our theme 
this year will be baseball, so 
wear your favorite team’s 
colors and logo. We’re get-
ting baseball-themed Loyalites 
shirts printed. If you’d like one 
to wear for the picnic, contact 

Daniella Volpe at (440) 289-
3271. We’ll have lots of fun 
games and activities at the 
picnic, and the Eddie Rodick 
Orchestra will be playing!

As we move into the sum-
mer season, the SNPJ Farm will 
be up and running. The guys at 
the Farm are always looking for 
an extra set of hands to help out, 
so if you know anyone who 
might be interested, contact 
Farm Board President Greg 
Volpe at (440) 525-0048.

Happy birthday to my sister, 
Daniella Volpe, on May 26, and 
to me on May 17! 

If there are any birthdays 
or special happenings you’d 
like to announce, contact me 
at (440) 376-7660 so we don’t 
miss anything important.

Loyalites annual picnic 
certain to be a big hit
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SNPJ Crossword
NURSERY RHYMES (#0417) solution

sis. dorothy M. yarkosky
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The Yar-
kosky family and members of 
Lodge 138 sadly announce the 
Jan. 13, 2017, passing of Sis. 
Dorothy M. Yarkosky, 88, of 
Washington, Pa., formerly of 
Strabane.

Sis. Yarkosky was born 
Sept. 10, 1928, in Canonsburg, 
Pa., to Joseph Florian and 
Leona Cwiklinski Florian, who 
preceded her in death.

On Oct. 24, 1953, she mar-
ried Richard J. Yarkosky. He 
preceded her in death on Jan. 
18, 2010.

Dorothy was a 67-year 
member of SNPJ Lodge 138 
and a faithful member of St. 
Patrick Catholic Church in 
Canonsburg. She was also a 
member of the Christian Moth-
ers and Guild. She enjoyed 
bowling; was passionate about 
sports, especially Pittsburgh 
teams; and was a wonderful 
polka dancer. Above all, she 
loved spending time with her 
family and grandchildren.

Sis. Yarkosky is survived 
by her three beloved daughters, 
Kathleen M. (Patrick) Rheam, 
Patricia G. (Thomas) Eckert 
and Linda A. (John) Tague; 
seven grandchildren, Eric 
(Chelsea) Rheam, Douglas 
Rheam, Kristen Rheam, Em-
ily (James) Dvorsky, Julianne 
Eckert, and Jonathan and Joc-
elyn Tague; and  three great-
grandchildren, Leo Rheam, 
Lucy Rheam and Claire Dvor-

Sis. ROSE RUPNIK (2)

Sons Jim, Ronald (“Buzz”) & Jeffrey and their families.

In loving remembrance of

Rose Cadez

b : Jan. 25, 1927
d: May 18, 2014

Strabane, Pa.
Lodge 138

In Loving Memory

W. Daniel Biearman
Dec. 11, 1935 — May 26, 1994

Those we love remain with us,
for love itself  lives on.

And cherished memories never fade
because a loved one’s gone.
Those we love can never be
more than a thought apart,

for as long as there is a memory 
they’ll live on within our heart.

Sadly missed by his wife Esther; daughter Susan (Jay) Sedmak; sons Fred (Brenda)
and Dennis (Joyce); grandchildren Katie (Chris), Stephanie, Sam and Christine; 
and great-grandson Michael. BRIDGEVILLE, PA

DEATHS REPORTED
For the month of February 2017
   DATE OF
lODGE NAME DEATH CITY-STATE
 A01 Stanley Wajda Jr. 02-09-2017 Republic, Pa.
 A02 Robert J. Brust 10-29-2016 Jeannette, Pa.
 A02 Albert P. Smolensky 12-21-2014 Mars, Pa.
 3 Helen Cebular 12-11-2016 Clearfield, Pa.
 3 Kathryn Shustrick 01-03-2017 Tire Hill, Pa.
 3 John J. Sterle Jr. 02-02-2017 Berlin, Pa.
 6 Edith L. Mizia 06-12-2005 Bridgeville, Pa.
 6 Pauline J. Danesky 01-24-2017 Cuddy, Pa.
 33 Charles L. Smith 04-25-2016 Baden, Pa.
 87 Irene K. Rosa 11-12-2016 North Versailles, Pa.
 106 Joseph P. Jeglinski 02-13-2017 Coraopolis, Pa.
 113 Paul A. Dupin 01-22-2017 Price, Utah
 138 Mildred L. Bennett 11-12-2016 Parsons, W.Va.
 138 Dorothy M. Yarkosky 01-13-2017 Washington, Pa.
 142 Ernest Strancar 12-15-2016 Brunswick, Ohio
 142 Donald R. Davis 11-29-2016 Cleveland, Ohio
 158 Ian J. Sharp 07-19-2016 Chino Valley, Ariz.
 174 Henry A. Mekic 12-27-2016 Scottdale, Pa.
 174 Barbara Kozielec 01-10-2017 Pleasant Unity, Pa.
 216 Dorothy A. Samec 11-01-2016 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 225 Mildred Randell 12-23-2016 Shawnee, Kan.
 254 Patricia A. Ratterree 01-20-2016 Colorado Springs, Colo.
 277 William H. Slabe 12-27-2016 Youngstown, Ohio
 277 Edward Glavic Jr. 01-27-2017 Youngstown, Ohio
 292 Frank Dolinar 12-18-2016 Fineyville, Pa.
 518 Joan E. Jacovetti 01-26-2017 Melvindale, Mich.
 564 George L. Schutte 10-17-2016 Ann Arbor, Mich.
 566 John Mrsnik 11-12-2016 Cleveland, Ohio
 576 Helen Chukayne 08-13-2016 Chino Valley, Ariz.
 581 Mildred R. Davis 01-28-2017 Worcester, N.Y.
 584 David W. Loncaric 01-16-2017 Milwaukee, Wis.
 603 Linda Pleterski Cubbedge 08-26-2016 New Smyrna Beach, Fla.
 603 Anna V. Aliff 12-31-2016 Highlands, N.C.
 604 Daniel T. McCreary 12-23-2016 Elyria, Ohio
 614 Ronald P. Ogrinc 11-06-2016 Painesville Twp., Ohio
 626 Philip L. DiSabatino Jr. 01-14-2017 Canton, Ohio
 626 Violet A. Jereb 01-17-2017 Jonesville, N.C.
 643 Julius Klepec 12-02-2016 Girard, Ohio
 643 Virginia F. David 01-17-2017 Girard, Ohio
 643 Jaran J. Parker 01-23-2017 Hollidaysburg, Pa.
 677 Antone Travnikar 12-26-2016 Tampa, Fla.
 689 John M. Skerl 01-12-2017 Helper, Utah
 721 Ivan Toncic 01-12-2017 Alpharetta, Ga.
 729 William D. Boyd 12-29-2016 Rillton, Pa.
 749 Doris M. Kisha 12-29-2016 Johnstown, Pa.
 781 Alice M. Rzaca 01-19-2017 Lorain, Ohio

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary

Bro. JOHN L. PODMILSAK (782)

sky.
In addition to her husband 

and parents, she was preceded 
in death by one brother, Joseph 
Florian.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Yar-
kosky on Jan. 17 at St. Patrick 
Catholic Church, Canonsburg. 
Interment followed in St. 
Patrick Cemetery. Memorial 
contributions in memory of 
Sis. Yarkosky can be made to 
Gateway Hospice or the SNPJ 
Scholarship Fund.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Yarkosky’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

Bro. howard J. Beatty
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
announce the March 3, 2017, 
passing of Bro. Howard J. 
“Butch” Beatty, 68, of Mead-
owlands, Pa., in Washington 
Hospital, Washington, Pa., 
with his family by his side.

Bro. Beatty was born May 
21, 1948, in Washington, a son 
of the late James and Ruth Big-
ler Beatty. He was a graduate of 
Washington High School and 
received a degree from Penn 
Commercial in HVAC. He 
was a 20-year veteran of the 
U.S. Navy and retired from the 
Reserve in May 1987, where 
he earned his certification as a 

journeyman electrician.
Howard worked for Mc-

Graw-Edison and Cooper 
Power Systems in Canonsburg, 
Pa., and Cooper Crouse-Hinds 
in Washington. In June 2014 
he retired from Veterans Ad-
ministration Medical Center 
in Oakland (Pittsburgh) where 
he was employed as an HVAC 
technician.

In addition to 46 years of 
SNPJ membership, Bro. Beatty 
was a member of American 
Legion Post 902 in Houston, 
Pa. He enjoyed working on 
cars and listening to music, 
particularly country and oldies.

On Aug. 10, 1968, Howard 
married the former Susan A. 
Lesjak, who survives. Also sur-
viving are three sons, Howard 
James “Jim” (Renae) Beatty Jr., 
Todd (Amelia) Beatty and Lee 
Beatty (Jennifer Ziemianski); 
four grandchildren; a brother, 
Kevin Beatty (Sondra Denni-
son); a sister, Dru Ann (Terry) 
Thomas; and many nieces and 
nephews. He was anticipating 
the birth of twin grandchildren 
in July.

Services for Bro. Beatty 
were celebrated March 7 in 
McIlvaine-Speakman Funeral 
Home, Ltd., officiated by the 
Rev. Carmen D’Amico. Inter-
ment followed in Oak Spring 
Cemetery, Chartiers Twp., Pa., 
with full military rites accorded 
by Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 191 Honor Guard and the 
U.S. Navy.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Beatty’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

sis. rose ruPNik
• Lodge 2 •

LA SALLE, Ill. — The Rupnik 
family and the members of 
Lodge 2 sadly announce the 
March 4, 2017, passing of Sis. 
Rose Rupnik, 98, of Sherman, 
Ill. She was an 80-year SNPJ 
member.

Sis. Rupnik was born May 
16, 1918, in Mulberry, Kan., a 
daughter of Johann and Rose 
(Gracner) Rupnik. She enjoyed 
her childhood years in Auburn, 
Ill., and moved to Springfield, 
Ill., as a young adult.

During World War II, Rose 
worked at Armbruster’s Tent 
Factory making tents for the 
troops. She later worked a 
punch press for 38 years at 
Hobbs Factory.

Sis. Rupnik enjoyed read-
ing, and loved to listen and 
dance to Slovenian music, pol-

kas, the jitterbug and waltzes. 
She attended the Slovenian 
wine festivals in Springfield, 
and the Slovenian picnics in 
her hometown of Auburn.

In later years, Rose enjoyed 
visiting and singing with her 
family; watching “The Law-
rence Welk Show,” “Antiques 
Road Show” and major league 
baseball; and participating in 
activities at The Villa.

Sis. Rupnik moved to The 
Villa East in 2001 and called 
The Villa her home the remain-
der of her life. It was easy for 
her to call The Villa home with 
the great care she received from 
the nursing team at her station. 
She was especially fond of and 
grateful for the special loving 
care she received from Tammie 
at The Villa East.

Family meant a lot to Rose. 
She was preceded in death 
by her parents as well as her 
siblings, John Rupnik Jr., Ann 
(Frank) Natale, Mary (John) 
Ippoliti, Herman Rupnik and 
Ronald Rupnik.

She is survived by her dear 
sister, Louise Fedor, several 
nieces and nephews, and many 
great -nieces and nephews, 
and great-great-nieces and 
nephews.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 2 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Rupnik’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

sis. rose M. rockacy
Lodge 6

SYGAN, Pa. — The members 
of Lodge 6 sadly announce 
the March 22, 2017, passing 
of Sis. Rose M. (Podlesnik) 
Rockacy, 96, of Peters Twp., 
Pa., formerly of Library, Pa., 
in her home. She was a 74-
year SNPJ member and was 
recognized as an Honorary 
(outlived) Member in Novem-
ber 2016.

Sis. Rockacy was born 
Aug. 12, 1920, in Moon Run, 

Pa., a daughter of the late John 
and Rose Podlesnik. She was 
a member of the first graduat-
ing class of Snowden High 
School, the class of 1938, in 
South Park, Pa. 

She was formerly em-
ployed as a secretary for Stone 
Realty in Mt. Lebanon, Pa., 
then worked for the Pitts-
burgh Coal Company, and 
was eventually employed 
with Consol when the two 
companies merged.

She was a proud member of 
SNPJ, serving as secretary of 
the former SNPJ Lodge 682 JZ 
Jrs. in Library, Pa., during the 
Second World War. She joined 
SNPJ Lodge 6 in Sygan when 
the two Lodges merged. She 
was also a charter member of 
St. Benedict the Abbot Church 
in McMurray, Pa.

Sis. Rockacy loved to go 
dancing and travel to different 
Seabee conventions across the 
country with her beloved hus-
band. She will be remembered 
for her caring nature, feisty 
personality, and her love for 
her family.

She married Gene Rocka-
cy, her husband of 68 years, 
in June 1946. He preceded her 
in death on Dec. 19, 2014. She 
was also predeceased by her 
parents; three brothers, John, 
Frank and Albert Podlesnik; 
and a sister, Anita Yopek.

Surviving are two daugh-
ters, Carol (Kenneth) Baits and 
Pam Rockacy (Chris Annas); 
three grandchildren, Greg 
Smith, and Jessica and Haley 
Annas; and many nieces and 
nephews.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Rocka-
cy on March 25 in St. Benedict 
the Abbot Church. Interment 
followed in Jefferson Memo-
rial Park, Pittsburgh.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 6 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Rockacy’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

Bro. JohN l. PodMilsak
• Lodge 782 •

GLENSHAW, Pa. — The 
Podmilsak family and mem-
bers of Lodge 782 sadly an-
nounce the March 27, 2017, 
passing of Bro. John L. Pod-
milsak, 80, of Cheswick, Pa., 
at home with his family.

Bro. Podmilsak was born 
Feb. 23, 1937, to the late John 
and Anna Oken Podmilsak in 
Acmetonia, Pa., where he had 
been a lifelong resident of the 
community. He graduated from 

Springdale High School and 
served his country in the Army 
National Guard.

John owned and operated 
Podmilsak’s Market in Har-
mar, Pa., where he dedicated 
his time to serving the people 
of the area; he was everyone’s 
friend. In November 2016, he 
celebrated the 70-year anni-
versary of his family business.

In addition to his 63 years 
as a member of SNPJ, Bro. 
Podmilsak was a 25-year mem-
ber of Springdale-Cheswick 
Lion’s Club, Italian Sons 
and Daughters of America, 
a lifetime member and past 
president of the Acme Club, 
and a 25-year board member 
of both the Harmar and Fox 
Chapel water authorities.

John was an accomplished 
jazz musician, playing both 
the saxophone and clarinet. 
He enjoyed gardening and 
tending to his flowers. When 
he wasn’t working, he liked 
to watch Pittsburgh sports 
teams, although his favorite 
baseball team was the St. Louis 
Cardinals. Nothing was more 
important to him than spending 
time with his grandchildren 
and family.

Surviving are his lov-
ing wife of 57 years, Au-
drey Peluchette Podmilsak; a 
daughter, Pamela Podmilsak; 
a son, Todd Podmilsak; three 
grandchildren, Eric, Kaylee 
and Jozef Podmilsak; a brother, 
Ronald Podmilsak (Marie); a 
niece, Laura (Xavier) Solo-
man; a nephew, Scott (Laurie) 
Podmilsak; and his great-niece 
and nephews, Jacob, Troy, 
Alexa and Zachary.

A blessing service for Bro. 
Podmilsak was celebrated 
March 30 at Springdale Funeral 
Home, followed by burial in 
Deer Creek Cemetery, Ches-
wick.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 782 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Podmilsak’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

SNPJ fraternal sympathies

• Receive $10 for each valid referral submitted.
• Every valid referral earns the recommender 
 one chance in the Quarterly Drawing for 
 an opportunity to win $100.
• Every valid referral also earns the recommender
 one chance in the Year-end Drawing for an
 opportunity to win $500 cash.

By submitting one valid referral,
you have the opportunity to earn

a total of $610 in cash prizes!

Recommender Benefits

The SNPJ Recommender Program provides an op-
portunity for adult members to encourage family, 
friends, children and acquaintances to join the Slovene 
National Benefit Society and take advantage of SNPJ’s 
competitive products and numerous fraternal benefits. 
Not only will you be helping a friend and strengthening 
our Society, you’ll also be receiving benefits yourself.

I would like to introduce
_________________________________________

for SNPJ membership
Please contact: __________________________________________
 (Parent or guardian if under age 18)

Address: _______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________
Phone: (             ) _________________________________________
Indicate Preferred Agent ___________________________________
 (Optional)

My Name: ______________________________________________
My Lodge Number: _______________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________
Phone: (             ) _________________________________________
e-mail __________________________________________________

Each individual must be informed that an agent will contact him/her and the referral
must have some interest in SNPJ in order for the recommender to be considered valid.

Complete this coupon and return to
Slovene National Benefit Society

Att’n: Marketing Department
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA 15126

SNPJ Recommender Program
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53rd CAL Don Gorjup Open Golf Tournament
May 27, 2017

at Rolling Green Golf Course, Huntsburg, OH
9 a.m. Shotgun Start

The $80 entry fee covers greens fees, cart, prizes, dinner, and
sandwich and beverage at the turn. Youth entry fee is $72.

Return this form, along with entry fees, to:
Rick Gorjup

7180 Kory Ct., Concord, OH 44077-2221 
Phone: (440) 354-5001 [H] or (440) 773-3233 [C]

Make checks payable to
SNPJ Cleveland Athletic League (CAL)

ENTRY DEADLINE IS MAY 21, 2017
The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament

rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department,
247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

Hdcp.PhoneLodgeName

1.

2.

3.

4.

Check Entry:
 Men Ladies Youth

2017 SNPJ Western Pa./Slovene 
Federation Golf Tournament

Saturday, June 3, 2017
Shotgun start: 1 p.m.

Rolling Green Golf Course, Eighty Four, PA
Auspices of Lodge 138

The $70 per person entry fee covers green fees, cart and prizes. 
The entry fee is non-refundable. Field limited to the first 72 entries.

Return this form, along with entry fees, to:
SNPJ Lodge 138, c/o Golf Tournament
269 Latimer Ave., Strabane, PA  15363

Phone: (724) 745-9860
Make checks payable to SNPJ Lodge #138
ENTRY DEADLINE IS MAY 24, 2017

The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament rules 
are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department, 247 West 
Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Lodge
No.

Name

Check Entry:
      Men                  Women

2017 Wisconsin SNPJ Golf Outing
Tony Mlinar Sr. Memorial

June 17, 2017
at New Berlin Hills Golf Course, New Berlin, Wis.

Modified shotgun start at 7:30 a.m. • Team scramble

The $75 per person entry fee covers greens fees, cart, prizes and lunch.
Return this form, along with entry fees, to:

Tom Schweiger
5014 West Howard Ave., Milwaukee, WI  53220

Phone: (414) 543-7110 • e-mail: luckylanes13@yahoo.com
Make checks payable to SNPJ Badger Lodge 584

ENTRY DEADLINE IS JUNE 10, 2017
The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament rules 
are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department, 247 West 
Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Lodge No.Name

Team captain’s name & e-mail address:

Badger Jabber
by BOB SMOLE

Lodge 584

MILWAUkEE — The recent Badger 
Lodge 584 meeting was called to order 
April 13 by President Tim Donovan. All 
officers were present, as were several 
guests from Lodge 686.

A moment of silence was observed for 
the following deceased Lodge members:  
Sisters Rose Peternal, Agnes Fennig, Sally 
Ann Chose, Patty Yuzna and Emma Olson, 
and Bro. Ralph Jelenc. The Badger Lodge, 
along with the SNPJ, extends our deepest 
sympathies to their families.

The recording secretary presented the 
minutes of the previous meeting, which 
were accepted as read. Both the secretary’s 
and treasurer’s reports were approved as 
presented. There were no official com-
munications, new business or old business 
items to discuss, and none were brought 
before the membership.  

Sis. Judy Price was in attendance and 
relayed the good news that she is cancer 
free after completing her treatments and 
testing. That’s good news, Judy! We are 

all very happy for you. 
Bro. Tony Mlinar Jr. was also in at-

tendance at the meeting and wanted to 
let everyone know that the annual SNPJ 
Tony Mlinar Sr. Memorial Golf Outing is 
scheduled Saturday, June 17, at New Berlin 
Hills Golf Course. A 7:30 a.m. shotgun 
start has been arranged. Brothers Tom 
Schweiger and Tony Mlinar are sharing 
the chairmanship duties for this event.  

Following a fun-filled day on the links, 
awards will be distributed and dinner 
served at Lucky Lanes, 5014 W. Howard 
Ave. It was reported that all proceeds 
from this event will be distributed to the 
Wisconsin Breast Cancer Showhouse 
(WBCS) this year.  

Line up your foursomes now (see the 
entry form at left). You can contact Bro. 
Tom Schweiger at (414) 543-7110 or Bro. 
Tony Mlinar at (414) 645-2050 for more 
information. 

As mentioned earlier, we had several 
guests from Lodge 686 attend our meeting 
this month. They were invited by SNPJ 
National Athletic Board Representative 
Sis. Mary Donovan so that bowling tro-
phies could be presented from the SNPJ 
Family Twosome Bowling Tournament.  

Attending the meeting and receiving 

awards in the Bantam Division (age 8 
and under) Grandfather-Granddaughter 
Class were Bro. Gerald Francis and Joc-
elyn Brown (686), and Sis. Mary Alyce 
Francis and Jocelyn Brown (686) in the 
Grandmother-Granddaughter Class.  

In the Preps Division (ages 9-11),  the 
champions in the Father-Son Class were 
Bro. Jeff and Max Mlaker (584), Bro. Ger-
ald Francis and Madalaine Brown (686) 
in the Grandfather-Granddaughter Class, 
and Sis. Mary Alyce Francis and Mad-
alaine Brown (686) in the Grandmother-
Granddaughter Class.  

In the Juniors Division (ages 12-14), 
Bro. Jeff Mlaker and Emily Mlaker were 
champions in the Father-Daughter Class.  
Bro. Jeff Mlaker accepted the trophy on 
behalf his daughter, Emily. Additional 
awards will be presented at a later date.  

Birthday celebrants for the month were 
Brothers Jeff Mlaker and Rudy Papa. Bro. 
Tony Mlinar won the April attendance 
award. The meeting was adjourned, and 
coffee and desserts were served. 

I will be undergoing some surgery in 
the very near future, so I will be laying low 
as I recuperate. I will resume the “Badger 
Jabber” column as soon as I am able. Until 
then, take care.

by MARTY KUMER
Lodge 715 

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — 
Why come to Family Week at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center? 
It’s like a rhetorical question. 
Why climb a mountain? The 
answer: because it’s there.

Yes, the Recreation Center 
is there, created over 50 years 
ago to provide you and your 
family, as SNPJ members, an 
enjoyable, affordable vacation. 
It’s something that distin-
guishes the SNPJ from other 
insurance companies.

Early attempts at “family-
like” weeks, such as Universal 
Week and Detroit Week, were 
very successful because of the 
Lodges who promoted them. 
Participants weren’t limited 
to just those Lodges, however, 
and the cabins were filled.

A spirit of fraternalism 
prevailed: golfing, swimming, 
boating, tennis, volleyball, ba-
lina by day and cabin parties 
by night. Jack Tady, Bobby 
Zgonc and others played their 
accordions while we all sang 
and danced. For the children, 
there was a playground on top 

of the hill, crafts and games. 
For mom, there was no cooking 
– and everyone still got three 
square meals a day.

But eventually, the SNPJ 
Trailer Court was born, and 
almost everyone who attended 
the early family weeks figured 
they would get a trailer and 
spend the whole season there 
instead of a week or two in the 
cabins. Thus, a decline in cabin 
rentals. No more Universal 
Week. Detroit Week slipped to 
10 or 12 people before eventu-
ally expiring.

Then, SNPJ Family Weeks 
were born to benefit those who 
still wanted the cabin vacation. 
Prices were subsidized by the 
SNPJ to encourage participa-
tion. To some, it may seem that 
participants of Family Weeks 
are benefitting at the expense 
of other SNPJ members, but 
the opposite is true.

If cabin rates are to be de-
termined by the law of supply 
and demand, they are realistic. 
But the Rec Center cabin rates 
are arbitrary, raised every year 
regardless of occupancy (or 
demand). In other words, you 

can charge as much as you 
want and get nothing if nobody 
wants to pay for it. So let’s 
dismiss the subsidization and 
admit that any revenue the Rec 
Center receives from Family 
Weeks is better than nothing. 
Sure, there should be a profit 
on the food and activities, and 
I’m sure there is.

So, to again answer the 
question of why come to Fam-
ily Week? Because it’s there to 
provide you and your family 
an enjoyable and affordable 
vacation.

It’s in the middle of no-
where? That’s good! It’s away 
from work, stress and obliga-
tions for a week, yet just an 
hour from Pittsburgh and 
PNC Park, Kennywood, the 
Carnegie Museum and other 
day trips. It’s also just a little 
over an hour to Cleveland and 
the Rock ’n Roll Hall of Fame, 
the Cleveland-Style Polka Hall 
of Fame, Slovenian bakeries, 
and wineries along Lake Erie.

How about the Football 
Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio, 
which is less than an hour 
away? Have you ever been to 

McConnell’s Mill, a wonder 
of nature along Slippery Rock 
Creek? Ten minutes away is 
Dawson’s Orchard, where 
you can get fresh blueberries, 
the sweetest peaches I’ve ever 
tasted, watermelons, canta-
loupes, apples and pears.

There are Amish Farms 
and restaurants just over the 
Ohio state line. You’ll also find 
over a half-dozen golf courses 
within 20 to 30 minutes of the 
Rec Center. All of this in ad-
dition to the many amenities 
on the Rec Center grounds: 
swimming, balina, bar bingo, 
the Gostilna, the Tiki Bar, 
playgrounds, crafts and games.

Come spend Family Week 
with your fellow SNPJ mem-
bers, and bring along other 
families with you. If you’ve 
never experienced it, just give 
it a try. And to those who have 
drifted away, c’mon back! As 
my late Uncle Mike used to 
say, “That’s what fraternalism 
is all about.”

For more information on 
SNPJ Family Weeks, contact 
the Recreation Center at 1-877-
767-5732.

Why SNPJ members should attend Family Weeks

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — The 
2017 SNPJ National Bowling Tourna-
ment, sponsored by SNPJ Lodge 138, 
will be held at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center May 6-7. Bowling will take 
place at Colonial Lanes in New Castle, 
Pa., with all social activities taking 
place at the Recreation Center. Dis-
trict 1 Athletic Director John Wagner 

is serving as tournament secretary. 
The SNPJ Slovenian Heritage 

Center will host a welcome wine 
and cheese reception Friday, May 5, 
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. From there, 
join us in the Gostilna for a Cinco de 
Mayo celebration featuring the great 
sounds of award-winning guitarist 
Gary James Pirrung from 9 p.m. until 
midnight. Food will be available for 
purchase in the Gostilna throughout 

the weekend.
Doubles and singles will be 

bowled Saturday, May 6, and teams 
will be bowled Sunday, May 7. A 
bus will be available on Saturday 
to transport bowlers between the 
Recreation Center and the bowling 
center. Please e-mail me at krich-
ards@snpj.com to reserve your seat 
on the bus. A minimal fee will be 
collected when you board the bus, 

which will be filled on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

After the bowling wraps up on 
Saturday, wear your favorite Kentucky 
Derby hat to the Gostilna to watch the 
race while you enjoy prize drawings 
and drink specials. The fun continues 
into the evening with the great music 
of “BANned from Slovenia” featuring 
Brian O'Boyle, Kim Evanish, Terry 
Skovenski and Joe Alsippi. The group 

will perform in the Gostilna from 9 
p.m. until midnight.

Cabins are still available for rent 
during this bowling weekend. Phone 
the SNPJ Recreation Center toll-free 
at 1-877-767-5732 to reserve your 
cabin.

We look forward to welcoming 
all of our bowlers once again to the 
SNPJ Recreation Center for the SNPJ 
National Bowling Tournament.

SNPJ National Bowl brings a weekend of activity to the Recreation Center
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Important figures to consider...
29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

1-800-843-7675

!
If your coverage is over 5 years old,

contact SNPJ for a policy review.



14 PROSVETA
May 1, 2017 www.snpj.org • prosveta@snpj.com

50-Year Members
May 2017
 Lodge Member
 2 James M. Kinsella
 6 Christine Costello
 6 Raymond J. Rellich
 6 Mary Frances Likar
 6 Diane M. Nicholson
 31 Patricia Constantinovich
 34 Bernadette M. Allison
 53 Dolores J. Scheid
 87 Jean E. Duranko
 87 Richard Schwindling
 87 Mary A. Kezic
 87 Andrew H. Ward
 87 Margaret E. Bregar
 106 Louis J. Corbett Jr.
 138 Barbara A. Swatek
 138 Barbara J. Perenic
 138 Linda M. Caumo
 138 Louis E. Marriner
 138 Janis L. Post
 138 JoAnn T. Core
 138 Leona J. Kubacki
 138 JoAnn E. Marriner
 153 Joseph J. Pitko Jr.
 158 Nancy M. Penko
 158 Dale B. Wilson
 158 James T. Jakosh Sr.
 218 Shirley J. Incitti
 218 Patricia A. Veltri

Lodge Member
 225 Patricia A. Rodina
 225 Vicki J. Gentry
 225 Mary Ann Doerder
 254 Walter J. Wieczorek
 257 John A. Ivancic
 277 Justina A. Zidansek
 449 Diana R. Liebich
 518 Marjorie A. Renko
 559 Martin F. Potokar
 562 Sandra A. Gevenosky
 564 Leonard J. Blazic
 564 Thomas J. Shunta
 566 Anthony A. Mihelich
 584 James J. Strazer
 584 Rosemary A. Bush
 584 Linda M. Saje
 603 Gay Nell Mayfield
 614 Peter E. Dybzinski
 626 LaVonne F. Heitger
 626 Donna M. Dunlap
 626 Linda J. Ocepek
 723 Charles D. Cirar
 729 Bonnie S. Norcera
 729 Georgia A. Dufalo
 770 Linda J. Martin
 771 Judith F. Kinkela
 771 Rosalind M. Kinkela
 A01 Frieda Eberhardt

60-Year Members
May 2017
 Lodge Member
 6 Janet L. Zipper
 138 Martha B. Markosky
 158 John E. Offak Sr.
 190 Donald J. Karaschak
 207 Calvin D. Stanley
 216 Bernice Eicheldinger
 254 Victor J. Rovansek Jr.
 257 Elaine Saxby

Lodge Member
 274 Mary P. Vontorcik
 559 Gerald B. Sitor
 559 Joan M. Vertnik
 581 Lawrence Bobnick
 723 Rose Marie Griffin
 723 Martha L. Reeves
 782 Arlene Becker

 Lodge Member
 A01 Elizabeth Juriga
 A01 Virginia M. Dziack
 FD4 Josephine A. Hadfield
 2 John M. Resetich
 8 Rose Borngraver
 126 Stanley Penko
 126 Margaret L. Vento
 138 Josephine Berardinelli
 138 Louis Mlekush Jr.
 218 Catherine L. Ridolfi

70-Year Members
May 2017

Lodge Member
 304 Margaret C. Hendricks
 371 Dorothy Yourkowski
 518 Frank E. Modic
 562 George A. Pishek
 576 Richard A. Krajec
 577 Frances A. Masciotra
 603 Lillian Inez Grzincic
 629 Marion J. Smithberger
 721 Mary Ann Russian
 781 Louis L. Lipanye

 Lodge Member
 87 John J. Moran
 87 Joann G. Stepinsky

 Lodge Member
 216 Matilda M. Gasparich
 686 Yousty Schneider

80-Year Members
May 2017

LODGE 786 WINE TASTING
FROM PAGE 1 

If you don’t drink alcohol, 
there will be plenty of water 
and non-alcoholic beverages 
suitable for all ages, all of 
which are included in the ticket 
price. If you’d like to purchase 
an additional bottle, or more, 
of wine, our personal host 
or hostess will be offering a 
special discounted price in 
our private picnic area; the 
tasting room will not be able 
to give the discount as it is not 
included in our arrangement 
with management. 

Those of you who prefer 

beer over wine may choose 
a beer tasting ticket instead, 
which includes four varieties 
of craft beer available to taste. 
If anyone would enjoy a cool, 
refreshing beer during the 
afternoon, generous glasses 
of beer can be purchased at 
our special beer station for just 
$5. Music will be provided by 
the Fontana Button Box Club, 
as well as the very talented 
Don Milek and several other 
musicians.

The cost is $30 for adults 21 
and older, $5 for children ages 
7-20 and free for those ages 6 
and under. SNPJ youth mem-

bers will also receive free ad-
mission. Please specify if you’d 
like a beer or a wine ticket, or 
if you need special seating for 
a large group. Purchase your 
tickets by sending a check 
made payable to “SNPJ Lodge 
786” to Jean Koci, 29476 Vista 
Plaza Dr., Laguna Niguel, CA  
92677. Contact me at ajkoci@
cox.net or (949) 495-0097 for 
more information.  

Even though this event is 
set up with large round tables, 
linens and centerpieces, just 
like a wedding reception, our 
picnic is casual. We try to have 
canopies over most of the tables 

because the sun can get warm. 
If you have a canopy that you 
can bring, please do. We also 
recommend that you wear sun 
hats and comfortable shoes 
for the nicely trimmed lawn. 
Sometimes a sweater is nice 
to have on hand; an afternoon 
breeze is typical in the valley.

I hope to hear from many 
of you soon. I’ll be away for 
a few days in May attending 
a grandson’s graduation, but 
Arnie will be here and he can 
probably answer any questions 
you might have. Don’t miss the 
biggest summer event hosted 
by Orange Coast Lodge 786!

Don’t miss out on the Lodge 786 Wine Tasting Picnic

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — There’s 
still time to register for this 
summer’s fraternal weeks at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center!

First Family Week will be 
held Sunday, July 16, through 
Friday, July 21; Second Family 
Week will take place Sunday, 
July 23, to Friday, July 28.

To make your reservation 

for First or Second Family 
Week, download a registra-
tion form off of our website, 
www.snpj.org. Mail your 
completed form, along with a 
$100 deposit per person, to the 
SNPJ Recreation Center, 270 
Martin Road, Enon Valley, PA  
16120. Registration forms and 
deposits must be received by 
May 1 for First Family Week, 
and by May 15 for Second 

Family Week. The remaining 
balance is due by June 21. All 
taxes are included. Children 
age 3 and under attend Family 
Week free of charge.

SNPJ Senior Week is 
scheduled Aug. 20-25. To 
make your reservation, down-
load and complete the registra-
tion form on our website. Your 
completed form, the registra-
tion fee of $155 per member 

($230 per non-member) and 
the appropriate cabin rental 
fee are due by July 1. All taxes 
are included in the Senior 
Week rates.

If you have any questions 
about these fraternal week 
programs, or to secure your 
reservation with a credit card, 
phone the SNPJ Recreation 
Center toll-free at 1-877-767-
5732.

Deadlines looming for SNPJ fraternal weeks

by RICK GORJUP (158)
CAL President

CLEVELAND — Get ready for the an-
nual CAL Don Gorjup Golf Open! We’ll 
have a great bunch of golfers this year, and 
with our CAL reps, friends and volunteers, 
this year’s outing should be the best! The 
outing is less than 30 days away and we 
hope to have a record crowd. Mother 
Nature has been somewhat kind to us this 
year and we hope that it continues on to 
our big event! This will be our 53rd year 
hosting this tournament, so don’t miss out 
on a great day of fun and fraternalism.

This year’s CAL Don Gorjup Golf 
Open will be played at Rolling Green 
Golf Course in Huntsburg, Ohio, Saturday, 

May 27. With a 9 a.m. shotgun start, we 
ask that you arrive at the course by 8:15 
a.m. for check-in at the pavilion. Here you 
can pick up your goodie bag and scorecard 
before heading out on the links. Hot dogs 
and pivo will be available at the turn, and 
a great steak dinner will be waiting at the 
19th hole. And remember, the beer, pop 
and bottled water are free – all day long!

The entry fee of $80 for adults ($72 
for youth) includes your greens fee, 
cart, prizes, a goodie bag, dinner, and a 
sandwich and beverage at the turn. We’re 
again offering our hole-in-one prize, 
awarding $5,000 to the lucky golfer who 
can attain that elusive ace. More prizes 
will be offered on other par-3 holes, and 

your friendly hostesses will be around to 
visit each foursome for a photo op and a 
toast to Don.

To add even more fun to this event, 
dress in something unusual for the day. 
You never know which theme is going to 
dominate the dress code on the course. 
The party bus will be running from the 
SNPJ Recreation Center.

Donations are coming in for our many 
drawings, and we’re planning a few sur-
prises as well this year. See the entry form 
on page 13. This is always a fun day of 
meeting old friends and making new ones, 
so call your golf buddies and enter soon. 
We hope to see you on a beautiful, sunny 
and warm Saturday, May 27.

Submit your entries for the CAL Gorjup Golf Open

by ANTHONY MLINAR
Lodge 584

MILWAUkEE — Are you 
wondering what to do with your 
dad on Father’s Day weekend? 
Why not treat him to a round of 
golf at the Badger Lodge 584 
golf outing?

The 19th annual Tony 
Mlinar Sr. Memorial Golf Out-
ing will tee off Saturday, June 
17, at 7:30 a.m. sharp at New 
Berlin Hills Golf Course. For 
$75 per person, you can take 
part in a fun-filled family day 
of golf with a great lunch of 

Slovenian sausage. We’ll even 
throw in a couple pivos!

After golf, treat dad to a 
chicken dinner hot off the spit. 
Dinner will be served at Badger 
Lodge 584 members Tom and 
Mishele Schweiger’s Lucky 
Lanes on 50th and Howard. 
Invite the whole family to join 
in for $10 per dinner.

Awards for the best of the 
best golfers and prizes for the 
event holes will be given out 
after dinner, and the winners of 
the special fund-raising draw-
ings taking place throughout 

the day will be announced. 
All drawing proceeds will go 
toward this year’s charity of 
choice, the Wisconsin Breast 
Cancer Showhouse, whose 
hard work helps support the 
Medical College of Wisconsin 
with promising breast cancer 
and prostate cancer research.

I’m already seeing a large 
interest in this year’s event! I 
received entries for two four-
somes from Eddie Vidmar and 
Mary Donovan before Easter.

A special note to our lady 
golfers: Due to moving the 

date of this year’s outing back 
to the Saturday before Father’s 
Day, Mary Alyce Francis and 
her husband, Jerry, cannot join 
us due to a prior commitment. 
This leaves the women’s lon-
gest drive prize up for grabs!

Come enjoy a day of golf 
with your dad. I know my dad 
will be there in spirit to enjoy 
his special day. What the heck, 
they did name the golf outing 
in his memory!

Join us for this fun-filled 
day. See page 13 for the entry 
form.

Treat dad to a day on the links with Lodge 584

by KEVIN RICHARDS
Lodge 106

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Greet-
ings from Imperial Lodge 106! 
We’re playing bar bingo on 
the first and third Thursdays 
of the month. Special early 
bird games start at 6:30 p.m.; 
the first regular game starts at 
7. Our kitchen is open during 
bar bingo.

Car cruises at Lodge 106 

are back! Our first car cruise 
is planned for Sunday, May 
21, with our good friends 
American Pie providing the 
entertainment. Cruise schedule 
magnets will be given to the 
first 100 cars.

The next car cruise is sched-
uled Sunday, June 11, with 
HEDGG Band providing the 
entertainment. Dash plaques 
will be given to the first 50 cars.

The Lodge 106 car cruises 
run from noon until 4 p.m. and 
feature live entertainment, a 
food buffet, drinks, a 50/50 
drawing and prizes.

Another “Seems Like Old 
Times” Dance has been sched-
uled in the Imperial Room at 
Lodge 106 for Sunday, May 
28, from 7 to 10 p.m. Our 
kitchen will open at 5 p.m. 
and offer a bountiful buffet 

for $10. Admission is $10 at 
the door. Come out an enjoy 
the Wally Merriman Group 
for this ballroom-style dance 
as we celebrate the music of 
America’s greatest genera-
tion!

Keep track of all the ac-
tivities going on at Lodge 106 
by visiting the “Upcoming 
Events” page on our website, 
www.snpjimperialpa.com.

May brings car cruises to Imperial Lodge 106

by JEANNETTE HUMPHREY
Lodge 603

SAMSULA, Fla. — SNPJ Lodge 603 
invites officers, members and guests 
to the annual Mother’s Day dinner 
which will be held at the Lodge 603 
Hall on Sunday, May 14, starting at 
12:30 p.m. The meal donation is $12 
for adults and $5 for children through 
age 11. This event will benefit the 

Lodge 603 scholarship fund.
Our Mother’s Day dinner is a time 

for the women to take the day off from 
working in the kitchen as the men of 
our Lodge and community will be 
on hand to cook, serve and clean up. 
President George Benedict and his 
first lady will be back home from their 
two-month trip abroad just in time 
to help prepare the meal. Make your 

reservation by calling Lodge Manager 
Cindy Griswold at (386) 689-9454, or 
leave a message on the Lodge phone 
at (386) 428-3983.

Lodge 603 had another successful 
Easter Sunday and community-wide 
Easter egg hunt. More than 125 at-
tended the dinner, which was chaired 
by Cindy Griswold and Pauline Lock-
wood. Vice President Jerry Hafner 

and his wife Jane helped in the kitchen, 
while Penny Smith and her son Wayne 
sold tickets at the door.

Shannon Coupas and Ashley Bene-
dict took charge of the Youth Circle 57 
Easter egg hunt for children and teens, 
and they even added a senior adult 
egg hunt to the schedule. Prizes were 
donated by the Samsula Woman’s 
Club. The children and leaders met 

the day before to cook and color the 
eggs for the hunt. It was a very good 
turnout this year, and many children 
went home happy with their prizes.

Lodge 603 has scheduled its next 
covered dish dinner and business ses-
sion for 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 
9. A thank you is extended to Connie 
Massey for serving as the hostess for 
our April Lodge meeting. 

Thanks to the guys, moms have a special day in store at Samsula Lodge 603

SNPJ Recreation Center 
2017 Fraternal Events
Schedule
May 6-7 National Bowling Tournament
May 28 Recreation Center Brew & Bean Festival
  (Micro Brew & Chili Cookoff) 
June 18-23 SNPJ Youth Roundup
June 23-25 SNPJ Young Adult Conference
July 7-9 SlOVENEFEST 2017
July 16-21 First Family Week
July 23-28 Second Family Week
Aug. 4-6 SNPJ TEL Workshop
Aug. 11-12 SNPJ Fraternal Weekend
Aug. 20-25 SNPJ Senior Week
Sept. 1-3 National SNPJ Days
Sept. 30 Recreation Center Wine & Sausage Fest

SNPJ Recreation Center 
2017 Dance Schedule
May 6 National Bowling Tournament 9 to Midnight
  “BANned From Slovenia” (Gostilna)
May 28 Rec Center Brew & Bean Fest 2 to 8 
  Micro Beer & Chili Cookoff

June 10 SNPJ Heritage Center Dance 2 to 6
  Eddie Rodick Orchestra (lower pavilion)

Dances are held in the upper pavilion unless otherwise noted. 
Schedule is subject to change. For information phone the SNPJ 
Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732.

by PHYLLIS WOOD
Lodge 723 Secretary/Treasurer

FONTANA, Calif. — Fontana is the place 
to be this Memorial Day weekend, where 
you can experience Cleveland-style polkas 
by the Polka Divas from Cleveland; Stan 
Blout, originally from Cleveland; and the 
Fontana Button Accordion Club.  You 
can’t miss this music-filled weekend.

Find your way to the Fontana Slovene 
Hall to kick-off the weekend on Friday, 
May 26, from 4 to 9 p.m. for a free jam 
session. Bring your instrument of choice.  
A spaghetti dinner will be available for 

purchase, along with a full-service bar.  
Saturday, May 27, is truly “Cleveland 

in California” day when the Polka Divas, 
Kathy Hlad and Julie Tabaj, will perform,  
alternating with Stan Blout. Although Stan 
has lived in California for many years, his 
heart and soul were built in Cleveland 
where he had a band. The entertainment 
runs from 2 to 8 p.m.

On Sunday, May 28, the Polka Divas 
will provide more Slovenian-style music, 
alternating with the Fontana Button Accor-
dion Club from 2 to 8 p.m. Club members 
hail from many polka towns across the 

United States, including Cleveland.
Admission to this unique event is $17 

each day; a two-day pass is available for 
$30.  A block of rooms has been reserved 
at the Hilton Garden Inn located in Fon-
tana. Be sure to ask for the group rate for 
the weekend.

Don’t forget to prepare yourself 
for Chef Eric Wood’s Slovenian food. 
Klobase, strudel and potica, along with 
other delicious homemade foods, will be 
available throughout the weekend.  

Make your plans now for this fabulous 
polka-filled weekend in Fontana!

Cleveland coming to Fontana this Memorial Day


