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The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are July 1 and Aug. 1. All material must 
be received by Wednesday, June 15, for 
the July 1 issue, and by Wednesday, 
July 20, for the Aug. 1 issue. If you are 
concerned about making the deadline, 
send an e-mail to prosveta@snpj.com 
or submit your material via the publica-
tions area of our website, www.snpj.org.
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UNIVERSAL, Pa. — At the Lodge 715 
April 18 meeting, two officers announced 
their retirement. Two other officers are 
resigning from their current positions to 
run for other positions. As a result, there 
will be four positions open for nomina-
tion, election and installation at the June 
20 meeting: vice president, financial 
secretary, recording secretary and auditor.

MARTY KUMER
Lodge 715 President

Comets Lodge 715 
filling four offices in June

Photo submitted by Sis. Marion Volpe (564). 

Lodge 564 Participates in the Fight Against MS
In an effort to end multiple sclerosis, “Hickey’s Group” participated in the Detroit MS Walk on 
May 1. The group returned to the Hickey residence after the walk for a luncheon and gathering 
of all those who supported the team, including several members of SNPJ Lodge 564. Our 
Lodge supports Joey Hickey, who participates in the MS Walk every year. He and his brother 
Casey are both battling multiple sclerosis: Casey suffers from a mild case, while Joey’s case 
is worse and often makes it difficult for him to walk. Joey thanks Lodge 564 for helping him 
reach his fund-raising goal for 2016, and we extend our best wishes to all those afflicted by 
this terrible disease.

And the winner is...
The $100 winner of the first quarter drawing in 

the 2016 SNPJ Recommender Program is:
Glen Supinsky, Lodge 6, Sygan, Pa.

Congratulations, and thank you for participating!

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — I would like to extend an 
invitation to all of the eligible young ladies of 
SNPJ to be a part of history and enter the 2016 
Miss SNPJ Pageant. Contestants must be single 
females between the ages of 18 and 28 by July 
10, and a member of SNPJ for at least three 
months at the time of the pageant.

The Miss SNPJ Pageant is one of the main 

Don’t miss out on entering the Miss SNPJ Pageant
highlights of the annual Slovenefest weekend. 
Contestants are introduced on all of the stages 
throughout the weekend and are the honored 
guests at a special reception with the SNPJ 
National Board and other dignitaries. 

The young woman who is crowned Miss 
SNPJ 2017 will win a $2,000 scholarship award, 
and an official crown and banner. Miss SNPJ 
also receives the opportunity to travel to SNPJ 
events across the country, and she will appear 

on the 2017 SNPJ calendar. The winner of the 
Miss Activity title will be awarded a $1,200 
scholarship, and Miss Talent will receive an 
$800 scholarship award.

Of course, this doesn’t even mention the great 
time you’ll have during the pageant weekend 
when you’re treated like royalty by the Miss 
SNPJ Pageant Committee.

SEE MISS SNPJ PAGEANT
ON PAGE 10

GIRARD, Ohio — Delegates to the 
Eastern Ohio/Western Pennsylvania Fed-
eration will hold their quarterly meeting 
Sunday, June 26, beginning at 2 p.m. at 
Amen Corner in Girard. I look forward 
to seeing all of our delegates.

CATHY KALENITS (776)
Federation Secretary/Treasurer

East Ohio/W. Pa. Fed to 
meet June 26 in Girard

by KATHY PAULENICH (776)
SNPJ Heritage Center Committee

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — The SNPJ 
Heritage Center Weekend is around the corner! 
I hope you have your calendar marked and plan 
on attending.

The weekend kicks off Friday night, June 
10, in the Gostilna with the Mahoning Valley 
Button Box Club playing your favorite Slovenian 
tunes from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Come earlier for 
dinner or appetizers then stay for the polkas 
and waltzes provided for your dancing pleasure.

Free Family Fun Day will follow on Saturday, 
June 11, in the lower pavilion from 2 to 8 p.m. 
Music will be provided by the Frank Stanger 
Orchestra and Patty C & The Guys. Among the 

Slovenian Ambassador 
BOŽO CERAR [center] 
warmly welcomed SNPJ 
representatives [from 
left] CATHY KALENITS, 
KATHY PAULENICH, 
SUE MALS and ED 
ROBICH to the Embassy 
Open House Weekend in 
Washington, D.C., in May.

SNPJ Heritage Center Weekend a treat for families

SEE HERITAGE WEEKEND
ON PAGE 16

WEST ALLIS, Wis. — Lodge 686 
will meet Friday, June 17, at 7 p.m. at 
Bevsek-Verbick Funeral Home, 102nd 
and Lincoln Ave. in West Allis. If you 
have any questions I can be reached at 
(414) 543-4429 or cak923@gmail.com.

As a reminder, balina games are played 
on Mondays at 6 and 7 p.m. (except on 
Memorial Day) at Veterans’ Park on 70th 
and National Ave. in West Allis.

CHARLES A. KASSECKERT
Lodge 686 Secretary/Treasurer

Lodge 686 has a June 17
meeting on the schedule

• Theodore B. Tonti
Born June 18, 2015

Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138
Lodge 138 welcomes Theodore Brooks 
Tonti as its newest member. Theodore is the 
son of Zach (138) and Devon Tonti, and the 
grandson of Fred and Marsha Tonti (138), 
and Rich and Marcy Diesel. We welcome 
Theodore to the Slovene National Benefit 
Society and extend our best wishes to his 
entire family.

by KATHLEEN SEIFERT
Lodge 643 Secretary

GIRARD, Ohio — Lodge 643 members 
participated in Join Hands Day on May 13. 
A total of six Golden Eagles raked leaves, 
dug soil, removed weeds, clipped bushes 
and applied new mulch around the gazebo at 
Todd Park, one of the jewels in our fair city 
of Girard. The gazebo is the spot where we 
hold summer concerts, and where Lodge 643 
members play good polka and waltz music 
for appreciative audiences.

After the gardening was completed, 
everyone enjoyed donuts and bagels to cap 
off the day. The Golden Eagles would like 
to thank Ray Kovac, Kathy Nail, Kathleen 
Seifert, and Joan, David and Jack Twaddle 
for taking time away from their weekend to 
help maintain our beautiful park for city and 
township residents. 

Lodge 643 and Youth Circle 7 members 
celebrated their first major event of 2016 with 
an Easter party at Amen Corner in Girard. 
Eggs were hidden inside for the children, 
who also enjoyed playing games, a pizza 
party and dessert. After lunch, each child 
got to meet the Easter Bunny. Many thanks 
to Circle 7 Co-Director Kurt Seifert, his 
mother Kathleen Seifert, his grandmother 

Lodge 643 
tackles Todd 
Park for Join 
Hands Day

SEE LODGE 643 PROJECT
ON PAGE 9

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — The SNPJ 
Fraternal Department is currently accepting 
registrations for Youth Roundup 2016, which is 
scheduled the week of June 19-24 at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center in the Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. This camp is open to our 7- to 12-year-old 
members. Campers enjoy a week of fun filled 
with arts & crafts, sports, polka and line danc-
ing classes, and more! 

SNPJ offers family rates for Youth Roundup, 
but keep in mind that the child must be an insured 
member of SNPJ to receive these rates. For 2016, 
the weekly rates for SNPJ members are $200 

for one child, $350 for two children from the 
same family and $475 for three children from 
the same family. What a deal! For one member 
child, it’s only $40 per day to attend a week of 
camp, complete with round-the-clock supervi-
sion, lodging, meals and activities. Talk about 
the value of being an SNPJ member! The rate for 
a non-member child to attend Youth Roundup 
is $350 per child for the week.

The registration form for Youth Roundup 
campers can be found on the “Youth Roundup” 
page of our website, www.snpj.org. You can 
also e-mail me at krichards@snpj.com and I’ll 
send you the link. The registration deadline 
is June 12.

Launch your children’s summer 
of fun at SNPJ Youth Roundup

CHICAGO — The next meeting for 
Slavija Lodge 1 members is Wednesday, 
June 1, at the Czech Plaza in Berwyn, Ill. 
The meeting will begin at 11 a.m.

JANINA HRIBAR
Lodge 1 Secretary/Treasurer

June 1 meeting date is 
set for Slavija Lodge 1
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Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society
• JUNE 4 ......Midway, Pa., Lodge 89 community 

bingo in the upstairs hall; 6 p.m. Kitchen 
will be open.

• JUNE 5 ......Fontana, Calif., Lodge 723 jam ses-
sion at the Fontana Slovene Hall; 2-6 
p.m. Open to all musicians. For details 
contact Frank Rote at (909) 987-8714 or 
butnboxr@aol.com.

• JUNE 5 ......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 car cruise; 
noon-4 p.m. Music by Renewed Memo-
ries II. A buffet will be available. For more 
information contact the Lodge at (724) 
695-1411 or snpj106@gmail.com.

• JUNE 9 ......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo 
in the Lodge 106 clubroom. Early bird 
games begin at 6:30 p.m., regular games 
at 7. Kitchen will be open. For details 
contact the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• JUNE 10-11..... SNPJ Heritage Center Family 
Fun Weekend at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. Friday 
evening entertainment will be featured 
in the Gostilna; a Saturday afternoon 
picnic/dance will be held in the Heritage 
Pavilion (lower pavilion) with music by 
the Frank Stanger Orchestra and Patty 
C & The Guys from 2-8 p.m. For details 
contact Kathy Paulenich at (724) 699-
2691 or kpaulenich@roadrunner.com.

• JUNE 12.....Fairport Harbor, Ohio, Lodge 355 
annual picnic at the SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, 
Ohio. Dinner by the Ladies Auxiliary 
starting at 2 p.m. with music by the Bob 
Kravos Band from 3 to 7 p.m. For details 
call Lee Jackopin at (440) 943-3170. 

• JUNE 19 ....Fontana, Calif., Lodge 723 Father’s 
Day Dance at the Fontana Slovene Hall; 
2-6 p.m. Music by the Fred Mlakar Band. 
For information contact Frank Rote at 
(909) 987-8714 or butnboxr@aol.com.

• JUNE 19 ....Cleveland Lodge 53 picnic at the 
SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio; 2 p.m. Music 
by the Wayne Tomsic Orchestra. For 
additional information contact Martha 
Meglich at (440) 884-5043.

• JUNE 19-24 .... Youth Roundup at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. 
For registration forms, contact Fraternal 
Director Kevin Richards at 1-800-843-
7675 ext. 144 or krichards@snpj.com.

• JUNE 21 ....Fontana, Calif., Lodge 723 jam ses-
sion at the Fontana Slovene Hall; 2-6 
p.m. Open to all musicians. For details 
contact Frank Rote at (909) 987-8714 or 
butnboxr@aol.com.

• JUNE 23 ....Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo 
in the Lodge 106 clubroom. Early bird 
games begin at 6:30 p.m., regular games 
at 7. The kitchen will be open. For details 
contact the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• JUNE 24-26 .... SNPJ Young Adult Conference 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. For additional informa-
tion contact Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144 
or krichards@snpj.com.

• JUNE 26 ....Pretty in Pink Benefit Picnic at the 
Yukon Slovenian Hall, Yukon, Pa.; 2-6 
p.m. Music by The Jack Tady Bears/Satin 
Dolls. Drawings, food and refreshments 
will be available. Admission is a $10 
donation. For more information contact 
MaryAnn Bebar at (724) 668-7394.

• JUNE 26 ....Cleveland Lodge 576 annual picnic 
and the 2016 Beaverdale Reunion at 
the SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio. Dinner 
served at 2 p.m. with music by Joe Novak 
& Friends from 3-7. For tickets call Lou 
Novak at (440) 461-6476.

• JULY 4 .......Val Pawlowski’s Fourth of July dance 
at the SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio; 1-7 
p.m. Music by the Del Sinchak and Frank 
Stanger bands. For more information 
contact Val at (330) 318-3004.

• JULY 8-10 ....... The 35th Slovenefest and the 
60th Miss SNPJ Pageant at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. For details phone 
the SNPJ Recreation Center toll-free at 
1-877-767-5732.

• JULY 14 .....Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo 
in the Lodge 106 clubroom. Early bird 
games begin at 6:30 p.m., regular games 
at 7. Kitchen will be open. For details 
contact the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• JULY 17......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 car cruise; 
noon-4 p.m. Music by The Messengers. 
A buffet will be available. For details 
contact the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• JULY 17-23 First Family Week at the SNPJ Rec-
reation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. 
For details phone the SNPJ Recreation 
Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732.

•  JULY 24-30.....Second Family Week at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For details phone the Recreation 
Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732.

• JULY 28 .....Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo 
in the Lodge 106 clubroom. Early bird 
games begin at 6:30 p.m., regular games 
at 7. Kitchen will be open. For details 
contact the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• JULY 31 .....Slovene Radio Picnic in the SNPJ 
Lodge 106 clubroom, Imperial, Pa. De-
tails to follow. For information contact the 
Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or snpj106@
gmail.com.

by SAMI VOLPE and 
COLLEEN FRANK

Lodge 158

EUCLID, Ohio — The first-
ever Loyalites Lodge 158 Chili 
Cook-off was hot! On March 
20, Loyalite members and 
friends gathered at Recher Hall 
in Euclid to sample some of 
the finest chili around. There 
were 12 chili entries total, and 
over 70 “judges” in attendance 
to sample and vote for their 
favorite.

Everyone who attended the 
cook-off enjoyed the night’s 
signature drink, the “Slovenian 
Donkey,” and were entertained 
by the polka jam session. 
Special thanks to our musical 
guests Ronnie Likovic, RJ 
Likovic, TJ Likovic, Denny 
Bucar, Patty Candela, Brian 
O’Boyle, Julie Tabaj and a 

special appearance by some 
of The Hobos!

After deliberation by the 
judges, the top two chili recipes 
were chosen. Benjamin Cox 
took first place and Sis. Katie 
O’Boyle (138) took second.  A 
special thanks goes out to all 
of our volunteers who made 
the event possible, along with 
all of our chefs and judges. 
Look for information on the 
second Lodge 158 Chili Cook-
off coming to you in October; 
we’d love to have more chili 
and hungry people! 

If you’d like more informa-
tion on the chili cook-off or 
other Lodge 158 events, please 
e-mail us at loyalites158@
gmail.com so we can add you 
to our mailing list. You can also 
checkout our website, www.
snpj158.com. Get involved!

Clenching top honor in the first-ever Lodge 158 Chili Cook-off 
was Benjamin Cox, with second place awarded to KATIE 
O’BOYLE (138).

Loyalites Lodge 158 young adults SAMI VOLPE [left] and 
COLLEEN FRANK organized the inaugural cook-off.

Loyalites heat things 
up with a chili cook-off

by LEE JACKOPIN
Lodge 355 Secretary

KIRTLAND, Ohio — Fairport 
Lodge 355 will host their annual 
picnic at the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland 
Sunday, June 12, from noon to 7 p.m. 
This will be an old-fashioned, Slove-
nian-style picnic out in the country 
with good Slovenian food and music.

The Ladies Auxiliary will start 

serving their delicious roast beef 
and sausage dinners at 2 p.m. Our 
Lodge members will help serve these 
traditional Slovenian meals as well 
as hot dogs, roast beef and sausage 
sandwiches, sides, and krofe. The 
bar will have the usual assortment 
of beverages including Laško beer 
from Slovenia, and the exciting Bob 
Kravos Band will perform Cleveland-

style Slovenian polkas and waltzes for 
your dancing and listening pleasure 
from 3 to 7 p.m.

The Farm has numerous other 
activities for the young and young-
at-heart to enjoy. Parents and grand-
parents can teach their children the 
art of balina and horseshoes, while 
the children can teach their parents 
and grandparents the art of bean bag 

toss. Swings, slides and a roundabout 
are also available for children, and 
everyone can enjoy a walk around 
the Farm.

Come on out and enjoy a Slovenian 
picnic dance at the SNPJ Farm with 
your family and friends supporting 
our Slovenian heritage and the Farm. 
For additional information contact 
Lee Jackopin at (440) 943-3170.

Lodge 355 promises a traditional event at the SNPJ Farm

by TONI THOMEY
Lodge 576 Recording Secretary

CLEVELAND — Hello to all of the 
Lodge 576 Spartans! Once again, our 
members have been busy. May was a 
very exciting month for Lodge 576 and 
we had much to celebrate.

We had a wonderful turnout of young 
adults at the SNPJ National Bowling 
Tournament. Lou Novak and John 
Kopsco came out winners in the ball 
raffle. Youth member Gabby Thomey’s 
volleyball team won third place in Gold 
at the Ohio Valley Regional State Cham-
pionship in Columbus on May 14. What 
a great year they’ve had, taking first in 
five out of seven regional tournaments! 
We are so proud of these young ladies. 
We also had several members attend the 
90th anniversary of the Slovenian Work-
men’s Home. What a great celebration. 
Happy 90th anniversary!

I’d like to send warm birthday wishes 
to all our of members celebrating, includ-
ing youth members Amelia Lawrence 
and Owen Dickinson.

There are several fun opportunities 
this summer for our youth members, 
including Youth Roundup June 19-24 
and the TEL Workshop Aug. 5-7. For 
information on these programs, contact 
Fraternal Director Kevin Richards at 
1-800-843-7675 or krichards@snpj.com.

This year’s annual Spartans Lodge 
576 picnic will highlight the 2016 Bea-
verdale Reunion. It will be held at the 
SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, Ohio, on Sunday, 
June 26. Dinners will be served at 2 
p.m. with our own Joe Novak & Friends 
performing at 3. For dinner and draw-
ing tickets, please contact Lou Novak at 
(440) 461-6476.  

It was a busy May for Spartans Lodge 
576: [Above] The Spartans Lodge was well 
represented at the SNPJ National Bowling 
Tournament; [below] youth member 
GABBY THOMEY’S volleyball team placed 
in several regional tournaments.

Spartans Lodge members
had plenty to celebrate in May

Our next Lodge meeting will be held at 
Waterloo Hall on Monday, June 13, at 6:30 
p.m. We will be discussing the final prepa-
rations for the picnic and the other summer 
activities we have in the works. If you are 
unable to attend the meeting but would like 
to volunteer for the picnic, please call me at 
(216) 744-4710. We’re always looking for 
volunteers to help out in the kitchen, sell 
tickets, tend bar, set up and clean up. Let me 
know what you’d like to do and I’d be happy 
to put you on the list! The more volunteers we 
have, the more successful our picnic will be.

A number of 
Spartans Lodge 

576 members 
joined in the 

celebration of 
the Slovenian 

Workmen’s Home 
90th anniversary 

in May.
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Slovene National Benefit Society National Board Minutes
Meeting held March 18, 2016, at the SNPJ Home Office, Imperial, Pa.

NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S REPORT
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S REPORT
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S REPORT
CONTINUES NEXT PAGE

National President’s Report
March 2016
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters. Welcome to our semiannual 
National Board meeting as we report and discuss the operation of 
our fraternal organization. We look forward to a positive and infor-
mative meeting with a valuable exchange of ideas for the benefit 
of the Society.

Marketing
For the year 2015, the Society issued 706 policies with a face amount 
of $11,966,291. The total life insurance in force is $252,018,894. There 
were 435 new members enrolled during the year compared to 485 
the previous year. First-year annualized life premium was down 5.9 
percent compared to the previous year. Renewal premium increased 
by 4.5 percent from 2014. Annuity premium was $7,559,977 in 2015 
compared to $8,458,959 in 2014.
The Lodge Bonus Program provides incentives for Lodges to promote 
new member enrollment and Lodge activity. A Lodge can qualify to 
be designated as a Gold or Silver Star Lodge in either or both of 
these categories.
Each Lodge receives Gold and Silver New Member goals at the first 
of the year. Their reward is based on which goal they attain. Gold will 
be based on three percent of their active membership, as in the past, 
with a minimum of eight new members. Silver will be approximately 
50 percent of the Gold goal with a minimum of four new members.
Lodges that reached their Gold New Member goal received a $150 
bonus. For 2015, there were 11 Lodges that reached or exceeded 
their Gold goal. Congratulations to the following Lodges for earning 
the Gold Level for New Members in 2015, thus earning a reward 
of $150: Lodge 31 in Sharon, Pa.; Lodge 34 in Indianapolis, Ind.; 
Lodge 216 in Verona, Pa.; Lodge 223 in Greensburg, Pa.; Lodge 
277 in Struthers, Ohio; Lodge 584 in Milwaukee, Wis.; Lodge 604 
in Cleveland, Ohio; Lodge 626 in Barberton, Ohio; Lodge 721 in 
Aliquippa, Pa.; Lodge 770 in Borough of SNPJ, Pa.; and Lodge 776 
in Borough of SNPJ, Pa.
Lodges that reached their Silver New Member goal received a $100 
bonus. There were six Lodges that reached this level. Congratula-
tions to the following Lodges for earning the Silver Level for New 
Members in 2015, thus earning a reward of $100: Lodge 6 in Sygan, 
Pa.; Lodge 106 in Imperial, Pa.; Lodge 729 in Yukon, Pa.; Lodge 
749 in Johnstown, Pa.; Lodge 782 in Glenshaw, Pa.; and Lodge 786 
in Orange County, Calif.
The Recommender Program continues to provide a $10 incentive 
for members to refer people for SNPJ membership. There is also a 
chance for recommenders to win $100 in a quarterly drawing, and 
$500 in the annual drawing. There were 83 recommenders received 
in 2015 with 73 becoming members.
The Marketing Department continues to promote sales and provide 
support for our producers and members. Marketing Assistant De-
nise Herron provides sales assistance to producers, members and 
potential members. She does a great job writing the PROSVETA 
insurance column “We’ve Got You Covered.” Sales Director Bud 
Paladino continues to keep busy training new producers as well as 
working with the current field force. During the year, there were 19 
new producers added. He also has conducted seminars and hosted 
sales booths at various events. We appreciate the efforts from all 
of our producers.

Fraternal Department
Fraternal Director Kevin Richards oversees the Fraternal Department 
which encompasses our fraternal, youth and athletic programs. The 
Fraternal Department had many activities take place during the last 
six months of 2015. The promotion of our programs is done through 
our publications, websites, Facebook, periodic mailings and e-mails.
The activity portion of the Lodge Bonus Program continued in 2015.  
Lodges receive a Lodge Activity Planner that must be completed and 
returned to the Fraternal Department by May 1, indicating at least 
four activities that the Lodge plans to sponsor during the year. They 
are required to report on the actual activities by the end of the year.
Lodges that sponsor and report on at least four activities, one of which 
is a community service or charitable benefit project, are designated 
as a Gold Activity Lodge and receive a $150 reward. Lodges that 
sponsor and report on at least two activities are designated as a 

Silver Activity Lodge and receive a $100 reward.
A Lodge will be designated as a Super Star Lodge and receive a 
$500 reward if they meet their Gold New Member goal, adding a 
new member in every month of the current year, and sponsoring 
and reporting on five or more Lodge activities, one of which is a 
community service or charitable benefit project.
Congratulations to the following 30 Lodges for earning the Gold 
Level for Activity in 2015, thus earning a reward of $150: Lodge 1 
in Chicago; Lodge 6 in Sygan, Pa.; Lodge 8 in Chicago; Lodge 34 
in Indianapolis; Lodge 53 in Cleveland; Lodge 89 in Midway, Pa.; 
Lodge 106 in Imperial, Pa.; Lodge 113 in Price, Utah; Lodge 138 in 
Strabane, Pa.; Lodge 158 in Euclid, Ohio; Lodge 207 in Butte, Mont.; 
Lodge 218 in Denver; Lodge 223 in Greensburg, Pa.; Lodge 225 in 
Girard, Kan.; Lodge 321 in Warren, Ohio; Lodge 358 in West Point, 
Ohio; Lodge 449 in Cicero, Ill.; Lodge 559 in Chicago; Lodge 564 in 
Detroit; Lodge 576 in Cleveland; Lodge 603 in Samsula, Fla.; Lodge 
604 in Cleveland; Lodge 643 in Girard, Ohio; Lodge 677 in Detroit; 
Lodge 721 in Aliquippa, Pa.; Lodge 723 in Fontana, Calif.; Lodge 
745 in Grass Valley, Calif.; Lodge 776 in the Borough of SNPJ, Pa.; 
Lodge 782 in Glenshaw, Pa.; and Lodge 786 in Orange County, Calif.
Congratulations to the following four Lodges for earning the Silver 
Level for Activity in 2015, thus earning a reward of $100: Lodge 689 
in Helper, Utah; Lodge 715 in Universal, Pa.; Lodge 729 in Yukon, 
Pa.; and Lodge 781 in Avon, Ohio.
We appreciate all of these Lodges for taking part in these incentives 
thereby promoting activity and new member enrollment for the Society.

Slovenefest took place July 10-12, 2015, at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center. We thank everybody who assisted the Fraternal Department 
in hosting the children’s entertainment during the weekend. It was 
very well received.
The Miss SNPJ Pageant was held during Slovenefest weekend 
with six contestants participating. Julie Rockwell, a member of 
Lodge 138 in Strabane, Pa., was crowned Miss SNPJ 2016, Miss 
Talent 2016, and runner-up to Miss Activity 2016. Elizabeth Hartman 
(138) was crowned SNPJ Miss Activity 2016 and runner-up to Miss 
SNPJ 2016; Toni Zibert (225) was awarded the title of runner-up to 
Miss Talent 2016; and Jennifer Provenza (216) was crowned SNPJ 
Miss Fraternalism 2016. All 18- to 28-year-old female members will 
receive a brochure in two separate mailings inviting them to enter 
this coming year’s Miss SNPJ Pageant.
The Fraternal Department completed its ninth year of sponsoring 
local fraternal activities in the various SNPJ regions. During the last 
six months of 2015, there were two regional fraternal activities that 
took place. Region 3 Vice President Linda Gorjup served as host-
ess during the Slovene Heritage Night at the Lake County Captains 
baseball game played Monday, July 20, 2015. Miss SNPJ 2016 Julie 
Rockwell had the honor of throwing out the first pitch. Region 4 Vice 
President Tracey Anderson served as hostess for the SNPJ Night 
at the Detroit Tigers on Saturday, Sept. 19, 2015. Miss SNPJ 2016 
Julie Rockwell was also in attendance for this event.
Slovene Day at Kennywood was held Monday, July 20, 2015. We 
thank all members who came out and enjoyed the fun activities at 
the amusement park.
Fraternal Director Richards worked out of the SNPJ Recreation 
Center during First and Second Family Weeks and Senior Week 
in July and August, overseeing and managing the daily activities 
of these three groups. He also served on the planning committee 
for the fifth annual Fraternal Weekend held at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center Aug. 16-17.
National SNPJ Days were held at the SNPJ Recreation Center during 
Labor Day weekend. Everyone who participated in the tournaments 
and all of the activities during the weekend contributed to this being 
a successful weekend.
The Home Office once again served as a drop-off location for the 
Marine Corps Reserves Toys for Tots program during the holiday 
season, donating several boxes of toys for children in the Ohio and 
Pennsylvania areas.
We appreciate the commitment of our youth directors. Listed below 
are the nine SNPJ Youth Circles, the Lodge or Federation sponsor, 
and the name of the current Circle director as of December 2015.

Circle 2 is sponsored by the Cleveland Federation of Lodges. 
The director is Kathleen Trebets.
Circle 7 is sponsored by Lodge 643, Girard, Ohio. The directors 
are Kurt Seifert and Kandace Kocjan.
Circle 19 is sponsored by Lodge 138, Strabane, Pa. The director 
is Courtney Koenig.
Circle 29 is sponsored by the Detroit Federation of Lodges. 
The director is Shelly Volpe.
Circle 36 is sponsored by Lodge 6, Sygan, Pa. The director is 
Jennifer Neish-McMurdy.
Circle 57 is sponsored by Lodge 603, Samsula, Fla. The direc-
tors are Tonya Stein and Sheryl Benedict.
Circle 104 is sponsored by Lodge 786, Orange County, Calif. 
The director is Teresa Koci.
Circle 106 is sponsored by Lodge 106, Imperial, Pa. The direc-
tors are Shelly Botwright and Christie Dorste.
Circle 107 is sponsored by Lodge 782, Glenshaw, Pa. The 
director is Megan Sinan.

The TEL (Teens Experience Leadership) Workshop took place July 
17-19, 2015, at the SNPJ Recreation Center. The theme this past 
year was “TEL-lympics.” The participants were placed into teams that 
raced in different competitions on the grounds of the SNPJ Recreation 
Center. We want to thank the adult team leaders for helping in the 
planning and implementation of this successful program. There were 
23 delegates and five adult team leaders who participated in the 
weekend-long program. The Team Leader Planning Committee will 
begin working with Fraternal Director Richards through a series of 
conference calls in the spring to prepare for the 2016 TEL  Workshop, 
scheduled Aug. 5-7 at the SNPJ Recreation Center.
The SNPJ National Athletic Board met on the Friday evening of 
National SNPJ Days weekend. We thank all of the athletic directors 
for not only helping with all of the tournaments held during National 
SNPJ Days, but during Fraternal Weekend at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center as well.
Our National Athletic Directors are up for election/re-election during 
this National Board meeting.
The 2015 National Golf Tournament was played during National 
SNPJ Days at the SNPJ Recreation Center. This event was held at 

Stonecrest Golf Course with a shotgun start. There were 13 men’s 
teams, 55 individual men, and seven individual women competing, 
resulting in a Society remuneration of $798.
The 2015 National Balina Tournament was held during National 
SNPJ Days at the SNPJ Recreation Center. There were eight men’s 
teams and six women’s teams competing, resulting in a Society 
remuneration of $392.
The 2015 National Beanbag Toss Tournament was held during 
National SNPJ Days at the SNPJ Recreation Center. There were 
38 two-person teams competing, resulting in a Society remunera-
tion of $532.
The 2015 SNPJ Fall Classic Bowling Tournament was cancelled 
due to lack of participants.
The 2015 Family Twosome Bowling Tournament was rolled during 
November with the results completed in December. There were 39 
doubles teams submitting entries in 2015. All champions received 
a gift and a certificate from the Fraternal Department.
All of these fraternal and athletic programs, along with local Lodge and 
Federation events, help to keep our members active and interested 
in the SNPJ. Most importantly, this helps to maintain the fraternal 
nature and spirit of our organization. This is all part of our fraternal 
package. Gratitude goes to everyone, including our participating 
members, who help make all of our fraternal programs possible 
and successful.

Publications
Slovenian Language Editor Vida Kosir retired in October 2015 after 
over 20 years of service for the Society. She began working for the 
SNPJ in 1994 at the time of our Society’s 90th anniversary. Vida 
did an excellent job for SNPJ and the PROSVETA for over two 
decades. She also contributed to the preservation and promotion of 
our Slovenian heritage through activities and events associated with 
the SNPJ Slovenian Heritage Center and the Slovenian-American 
community. We are sure that she will continue to be active, and we 
wish her the best in her retirement.
The PROSVETA was changed from a biweekly to a monthly publica-
tion beginning with the Oct. 1, 2015, issue. The Slovenian language 
page was also discontinued at this time. The issue dates will be at 
the beginning of each month. We appreciate the cooperation of our 
scribes with respect to the deadline changes and their continued 
contribution to the promotion of SNPJ activities.
The official publication, PROSVETA, and the youth magazine, The 
Voice of Youth (now published digitally), are managed by Editor Jay 
Sedmak with the help of Associate Editor Kim Winters. They work 
hard at producing quality publications for our membership.
This past fall, Editor Sedmak designed and completed the annual 
Miss SNPJ calendar. He continues to design most of the advertise-
ments, press releases and brochures. He and Kim also assist the 
Marketing Department with design-related support.
Our five websites (SNPJ Recreation Center, Slovenian Heritage 
Center, Alpine Room, Slovenefest, and main site) continue to be 
maintained by Jay Sedmak with help from Associate Editor Kim 
Winters. The company that provides web support for us is 3Seed.
Facebook continues to be our primary social media outlet. Kim and 
Kevin Richards maintain the SNPJ Facebook pages. Sue Zarella 
does a good job with the SNPJ Recreation Center Facebook page, 
and SNPJ Heritage Committee member Seph Kumer takes care of 
the Heritage Center Facebook page.

Slovenia
SNPJ continues to maintain a good relationship with Slovenia and 
its diplomatic offices and representatives in the United States. 
Ambassador Dr. Božo Cerar attended Slovenefest in July 2015 and 
addressed the audience during our Miss SNPJ Pageant program on 
Sunday. This was his second consecutive year as our honored guest.
Consul General Dr. Jurček Žmauc completed his tenure in the United 
States in July of 2015. SNPJ hosted a special farewell program for 
him during Slovenefest and presented him with a key to the Borough 
of SNPJ. Heritage Center Director Maury Sinan and Recreation 
Center Director Tim Jergel also presented him with gifts. We greatly 
appreciate all of the support from Dr. Žmauc during his five-year 
tenure and wish him the best in the future.
New Consul General Andrej Gregor Rode began his tenure in the 
fall of 2015. Pennsylvania Honorary Consul Petra Mitchell hosted a 
meet and greet reception for the new consul general in December 
which gave me the opportunity to meet him. We look forward to 
working together in the future.
This year marks the 25th anniversary of Slovenia’s independence.  
We will be recognizing this anniversary during Slovenefest and other 
events this year. Honorary Consul Petra Mitchell will be working with 
us in cooperation of this recognition.

Fraternal Industry
The Society remains active and updated with the fraternal industry 
through a network of local, state and national trade affiliates. The 
Executive Committee participates with the Fraternal Societies of 
Greater Pittsburgh (FSGP), Pennsylvania Fraternal Alliance (PFA) 
and the American Fraternal Alliance (the Alliance).
The executive officers regularly attend the FSGP meetings which 
include representatives of several fraternals headquartered or hav-
ing a presence in Western Pennsylvania. National Secretary Karen 
Pintar continues to serve as secretary of the FSGP.
The annual meeting of the PFA took place in October. There were 
presentations covering topics such as ORSA, principal-based re-
serves, asset management, and an update from Alliance President 
Joe Annotti. There were no representatives from the Pennsylvania 
Insurance Department because of travel restrictions as a result of a 
budget impasse in Pennsylvania. During the meeting, I was elected 
to serve as a second vice president of the PFA. I participate in the 
PFA board meetings which are primarily held via conference call.
The American Fraternal Alliance annual meeting took place in Septem-
ber. Many topics were presented through speakers and workshops, 
including marketing, online sales, branding, cyber security and the 
NAIC Corporate Governance Annual Disclosure models. I continue 
to serve on the Alliance’s President’s Section Advisory Council which 
helps in the planning of the mid-year Executive Summit meeting.
The Alliance continues to be an effective national trade association 
for its member societies. It remains successful in helping to maintain 
the important tax-exempt status through its strong advocacy efforts 
and grassroots leadership.
In August I was part of a Pennsylvania delegation of fraternal leaders 

Friday, March 18: Morning Session
The meeting was called to order by President Joseph C. EVANISH 
at 9 a.m. He asked all to stand and give their fraternal greetings. 
President EVANISH welcomes all to the meeting.
Sis. Karen A. PINTAR gives roll call of board members, reporting 
that there are 15 National Board members and one Young Adult 
Representative present. Sis. Phyllis M. WOOD is absent as she 
was called home due to the passing of her father.
President EVANISH asked everyone to rise for a moment of silence 
for our deceased members and particularly John Sadar, father of 
Sis. Phyllis Wood.
Hearing no objections, the chair appoints Bro. Fredrick J. MLAKAR 
and Sis. Tina RIGLER as vice chairs for the meeting.
President EVANISH reminds everyone that in order to speak, you 
must be called upon by the chair so that we will have an efficient 
and productive meeting.
President EVANISH asked the board to review the Code of Ethics 
provided in their binders. These will need to be signed and turned 
in once reviewed.
The time of sessions is presented as 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. with a break 
for lunch from 12:15 to 1 p.m. Motion by Sis. RIGLER, second by 
Bro. Richard HERVOL, to approve. Motion approved.
The Order of Business is presented and a motion is made by Bro. 
Ken ANDERSON, second by Bro. Vincent R. BASELJ, to accept. 
Motion approved.
The minutes from the September meeting were sent to all board 
members for approval. There is a motion by Bro. ANDERSON, sec-
ond by Sis. Linda GORJUP, to ratify the approval of these minutes. 
Motion approved.
President EVANISH then introduces our Society actuary, Bro. Joseph 
Steimla, who will present the board education portion of the meeting 
on topics relating to how fraternals make money, what factors are 
used in the assumptions when pricing products, and what affects 
profitability.
When the presentation concludes, there is a motion by Bro. HERVOL, 
second by Bro. ANDERSON, to receive all reports. Motion approved.
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led by Alliance President Joe Annotti to meet the new Pennsylvania 
Insurance Commissioner, Teresa Miller. The meeting took place in 
Harrisburg and was very positive and productive.
Longtime Pennsylvania Deputy Insurance Commissioner Steve John-
son retired in December. Mr. Johnson came to know the fraternals 
in Pennsylvania very well. He was always a tough but fair regulator, 
and was well respected at the state and NAIC level.
In September the National Board was provided with a general overview 
of the Enterprise Risk Management (ERM) framework. The Executive 
Committee is responsible for monitoring, developing and updating 
the Enterprise Risk Management process and framework. We will 
continue to provide the board with this information.

Conclusion
I am very happy to be working with a very experienced executive 
team.  National Secretary/COO Karen Pintar and National Treasurer/
CFO Robert Lawrence do an excellent job for the Society.
Executive Assistant Kathy Brown does a great job for us. She provides 
excellent support for the executive officers, as well as handles her 
regular duties and projects with great efficiency.
The Home Office management and staff show how dedicated they 
are working to support our membership on the business and fraternal 
sides. The success of our Society is also due to the dedication of 
our Lodge and Federation officers, whom we greatly appreciate.
As a fraternal benefit society, we must strive to provide the best 
possible fraternal and professional service to our membership. This 
approach is important in maintaining the integrity of the SNPJ. The 
dedication and support of our National Board is important and greatly 
appreciated. May our decisions strengthen our fraternal fiber and 
positive atmosphere for the betterment of our SNPJ.
Fraternally,

JOSEPH C. EVANISH, FLMI
National President/CEO

National Secretary’s Report
For the period ended Dec. 31, 2015
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters, and welcome to the semi-
annual meeting of the SNPJ National Board.
The following report relates to the activities and business conducted 
through the office of the National Secretary for the period of July 
1 through Dec. 31, 2015. Additional information is included, where 
appropriate, concerning the entire year 2015.

SNPJ Home Office
Personnel
At the end of December 2015, we employ 15 full-time employees, 
including the Executive Committee. We also employ three part-time 
employees at year-end and one additional part-time employee during 
the spring and summer.
Insurance Administration
The employees in Insurance Administration continue to handle the 
day-to-day operations of a life insurance/annuity company. All of the 
full-time staff in this department have been with the SNPJ for more 
than 10 years, and a majority of them for more than 20 years. We 
are fortunate to have a very knowledgeable and talented group of 
individuals in administration.
We have been focused on risk assessments for the various job duties 
that are encompassed by the Insurance Administration Department.  
There are a wide variety of tasks that are accomplished by this area, 
and each individual has had to perform risk assessments on each of 
their job processes, and all individuals in Insurance Administration 
and IT have critiqued each individual’s assessment. This process 
is ongoing.
We have developed both the Operation Risks Overview and the 
Disaster Recovery Overview prior to detailing each of the risks 
involved in job processes.
Information Technology
This area continues to maintain all of the hardware and software at 
the Home Office and the SNPJ Recreation Center. In addition, Bro. 
Cadez has been involved in the maintenance and purchase of new 
equipment for large items such as the postage machine, the inserter 
folder, and various printers and copy machines.
This area is also very involved in the risk assessment process. Our 
IT Manager, Bro. Terry Champ, and I continue working together on 
assessing the cyber security risk to our company as well as the 
data integrity risk.
We have taken numerous steps to mitigate the risk of outside sources 
accessing any of our information. We have implemented a number 
of measures to make our data even more secure, and we are con-
tinually looking at ways to increase the security of our information. 
Bro. Champ continues to modify and change the disaster recovery 
program as we continue risk assessments.
Bro. Champ was also involved with the Executive Committee in 
finding the right cyber security insurance for us by the end of the 
year and assisting with providing the parameters for the insurance.

Lodges and Lodge Secretaries
Lodges
As of Dec. 31, 2015, there are 88 Lodges.
After the passing of longtime Lodge 713 Secretary Sis. Gloria Hrovat, 
we were unable to find any members of Lodge 713 who were able 
and/or willing to take over the officer positions. All members of Lodge 
713 were provided with a list of Lodges close to their residence and 
asked to select a Lodge they wished to transfer to.
As of July 30, 2015, all members of SNPJ Lodge 713 were transferred 
to other Lodges. The majority of these members went to SNPJ Lodge 
216; however, there were 20 additional Lodges that received at least 
one member as a result of this transfer.
In addition, SNPJ Lodge 289 in Johnstown, Pa., was unable to find 
members who were willing to serve as Lodge officers, and so these 
members were all transferred to other Lodges effective Sept. 3, 2015. 
Fortunately, there are several Lodges in the Johnstown area, so all 
members were relocated to a Lodge near their residence.

After efforts from Region 4 Vice President Sis. Tracey Anderson,  
Region 6 Vice President Bro. Fred Mlakar, Finance Committee 
member Bro. Ken Anderson and I, we were left with no choice but 
to initiate a transfer of all members from SNPJ Lodge 268 in Min-
nesota. We have been carrying the Lodge as inactive; however, we 
are unable to continue to do so. During the first quarter of 2016, 
these members will be sent information to choose a Lodge as close 
to their residence as possible in order to be transferred.
We also have Lodge 292 in Avella, Pa., that is currently listed as 
inactive but still has members remaining. As I reported last time, 
longtime Secretary Janet Zebrasky passed away in early 2015 and 
no members were interested in filling the officers’ positions.
This Lodge had a Lodge hall that is in the process of being sold. Once 
the sale has been completed, we will be transferring the membership 
to other Lodges of their choice near their residence.
Lodge and Secretary Awards
The Lodge and secretary awards paid out for the period July 1 
through Dec. 31, 2015, were as follows:
 Lodge Awards ................. $16,908
 Secretary Awards ............ $33,831
 Total Awards .................... $50,739
The monies paid out to the Lodges represent 2½ percent of the 
renewal premium collected from the Lodge members, and the monies 
paid out to Lodge secretaries represent five percent of the renewal 
premium collected.

Membership
The active adult membership of the Society is 30,627 and the youth 
active membership is 2,935 for a total of 33,562 members at year end.
 Dec. 31, 2014 .............31,056 Adult
    3,109 Youth
  34,165 Total
 June 30, 2015 .............30,816 Adult
    3,023 Youth
  33,839 Total
 Dec. 31, 2015 .............30,627 Adult
    2,935 Youth
  33,562 Total
This represents a decrease of 603 members for the year 2015.

Membership Statistics
Members as of Jan. 1, 2015 ......................................... 34,165
 Increase by:
  New Members ................................435
  Reinstated ........................................27
  Total Increase.................................462
 Decrease by:
  Deaths............................................550
  Cash Surrenders ............................208
  Expired .............................................82
  Cancelled .......................................153
  Lapse .................................................2
  Matured ............................................38
  Suspended pending Death ..............19
  Suspended pending Maturity ...........13
  Total Decrease ............................1,065
Members as of Dec. 31, 2015 ...................................... 33,562

Insurance In Force
Life Insurance

Policies as of Jan. 1, 2015 ............................................ 37,917
 Increase:
  Issued and Paid .............................436
  Reinstated ........................................47
  Total Increase.................................483
 Decrease:
  Cancelled .......................................221
  Expired .............................................82
  Matured ............................................64
  Lapsed ...............................................2
  Surrendered ...................................249
  Death Claims .................................661
  Total Decrease ............................1,279
Policies as of Dec. 31, 2015 ......................................... 37,121

Annuities
Policies as of Jan. 1, 2015 ............................................. 4,197
 Increase:
  Issued and Paid .............................270
  Total Increase.................................270
 Decrease:
  Cancelled ...........................................3
  Surrendered ...................................134
  Death Claims ...................................89
  Total Decrease ...............................226
Policies as of Dec. 31, 2015 ........................................... 4,241

Fund balance of annuities on Dec. 31, 2015 is $143,925,840.

Accident & Health
Policies as of Jan. 1, 2015 ............................................. 5,349
 Increase:
  Reinstated ........................................35
  Total Increase...................................35
 Decrease:
  Cancelled .......................................171
  Expired ...........................................172
  Death Claims .................................188
  Total Decrease ...............................531
Policies as of Dec. 31, 2015 ........................................... 4,853

Fraternal Activities
Slovene National Benefit Society
During this six-month period I was able to attend a number of fraternal 
events and programs.
The Recreation Center is the site of many of our summer fraternal 
activities and serves as a great place for members to congregate.
In July, my husband Ken and I served on the Slovenefest Commit-
tee and I served on the Miss SNPJ Pageant Committee. I was in 
attendance at the talent portion of the contest, participated in the 
activity interviews with the Executive Committee, and joined the 
contestants at the Friday night dinner and the Saturday evening 
meet and greet. Of course, I was pleased to announce Miss Activity 
2016, Elizabeth Hartman (138), at the Sunday crowning. Congratula-
tions to all of the young ladies who took part in the pageant; they 
all did a wonderful job of representing their respective Lodges and 
the SNPJ. Congratulations to Miss SNPJ 2016 Julie Rockwell from 
Lodge 138, Strabane, Pa.
In August I participated in Fraternal Weekend at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center and assisted with the timing of the balina games.

National President’s Report
President EVANISH highlights his report, commenting that new mem-
ber enrollment is down, as is first-year life and annuity premium, while 
renewal premium has increased. He touches on the Lodge Bonus 
Program, savings on publications, the fact that general expenses 
are down, and the results of the cuts to pension costs.
Questions and comments by Brothers MLAKAR and Louis J. NOVAK.
Motion by Bro. HERVOL, second by Bro. Roger C. CLIFFORD, to 
approve the report. Motion approved.

In September I was in attendance at SNPJ National Days at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center and assisted with the balina games.
I continue to serve as president of SNPJ Lodge 6 and as a member 
of the board of directors of the Sygan American Slovene Club under 
the auspices of SNPJ Lodge 6. My husband and I have a trailer at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center and spend many of our summer weekends 
at the Recreation Center.
Fraternal Societies of Greater Pittsburgh (FSGP)
I continue to serve as the secretary of the FSGP and organize the 
luncheons, the Christmas party, and the Fraternalist of the Year 
banquet.
Our luncheons host speakers that present a wide variety of topics 
that are helpful and informative on investments, employee law, 
cyber security, etc.
Pennsylvania Fraternal Alliance
The Executive Committee attended the annual meeting of the 
Pennsylvania Fraternal Alliance in October 2015. We also continue 
to serve on a number of committees with the Alliance.
American Fraternal Alliance
In September, our Executive Committee attended the annual meeting 
of the Alliance held in Indianapolis. There were a number of good 
speakers and topics that were helpful in our roles as Society officers.
We continue to stay involved with the Alliance and receive a lot of 
interesting and helpful information from them on a regular basis.

Conclusion
Once again, I thank the Home Office staff for the great job that they 
each do in their various roles. We have a great group of people to 
work with.
A special thanks to Executive Assistant Sis. Kathy Brown for all 
that she does for our Executive Committee, our members and our 
board. She does a wonderful job, and we are fortunate to have her 
as part of our team.
Thanks always to Brothers Evanish and Lawrence for the assistance 
and guidance they provide.
I look forward to another semiannual National Board meeting and 
working with all of you to move the SNPJ forward into the future.
Fraternally,

KAREN A. PINTAR, FLMI, CCP, AIAA
National Secretary/COO

National Secretary’s Report
Sis. PINTAR makes remarks about her report, including risk man-
agement assessments that have been completed, the mergers that 
occurred, the transfer of all members from Lodge 268, the reduction 
in the number of Lodges, and the difficulties in finding new officers 
when there are illnesses and deaths.
Comments and discussion by Sis. RIGLER, Bro. NOVAK and Sis. 
GORJUP.
Motion to approve the report by Bro. NOVAK, second by Bro. CLIF-
FORD. Motion approved.

National Treasurer’s Report
March 2016
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters.
Financial results show continued growth in assets and an increase 
in surplus for the year 2015. The Society’s assets increased $1.8 
million, or 0.9 percent, from year-end 2014 to total $205,173,522. 
There were no significant changes to the Society’s assets from year-
end 2014. Fixed income securities and cash totaling $197,937,996 
represent 97.5 percent of the Society’s total invested assets. The 
Society continues to conservatively invest only in high-quality fixed 
income securities. Real estate holdings totaling $2,561,070 repre-
sent 1.3 percent of invested assets. The remaining 1.2 percent of 
invested assets is comprised of certificate loans, mortgages and 
other invested assets.
Gross income for the year totaled $18,203,598, a decrease of 
$1,216,631, or  6.3 percent, from 2014. The decrease in gross income 
was due to a decrease in life premium, annuity considerations, and a 
decrease in investment income. Single premium life sales decreased 
49 percent, or $84,329, from 2014 to 2015. Annuity considerations 
decreased $898,982, from $8,576,944 to $7,559,977, in 2015.
Gross investment income decreased $352,105, or 3.6 percent, from 
2014 to 2015. The asset portfolio experienced a high volume of 
principal paydowns from structured securities and bond maturities 
in 2015 which were reinvested at dramatically lower yields. The 
reinvestment at lower yields reduces the excess interest earned 
over the amounts promised to our members in the form of life insur-
ance cash values and annuity interest crediting rates. A reduction 
in excess interest reduces the amount of cash available to cover 
general and fraternal expenses, taxes and fees, and refunds. Several 
measures were taken to address the reduction of excess interest 
this past year. Adjustments were made to the employees’ pension 
benefit calculation, publications costs were reduced, and various 
office and fraternal expenses were reduced. This effort resulted 
in a 12 percent decrease in general and fraternal expenses in the 
amount of $323,461, from $2,686,604 in 2014 to $2,363,144 in 2015.
Overall insurance and annuity benefit claims increased 20.5 percent 
from 2014 to 2015. Death benefits paid on life insurance increased 
$158,309, or 10 percent, to $1,750,525 from 2014 while insurance 
cash surrenders decreased 14.7 percent from 2014. Mortality expense 
increased 28 percent in 2015 over 2014. Both annuity cash surren-
ders and annuity death payments increased over 2014. Total annuity 
benefits paid increased $2,372,558, or 23.7 percent, over 2014.
Due to the decrease in gross income and the increase in mortality 
expense, net gain from operations before refunds and before real-
ized capital gains and losses was restrained and showed a gain of 
$69,888. Net income for the year after refunds and after realized 
capital gains and losses was a gain of $393,689. Surplus increased 
$282,541 from year-end 2014 to $5,791,486 as of Dec. 31, 2015.
Following are financial statements and investment transactions for 
the period.
Respectfully submitted,

ROBERT J. LAWRENCE
National Treasurer/CFO

The following investments were purchased from July 1 through Dec. 31, 2015:  
BONDS AND OTHER INVESTMENTS:
 Coupon  Par Purchase Due
Name & Description Rate  Cost  Value Date  Date
Actavis Funding SCS   4.550%   $231,183   $250,000  08/25/2015 03/15/2035
Allina Health MN 4.805  515,000  515,000  09/09/2015 11/15/2045
Amgen Inc 6.900  683,942  550,000  11/23/2015 06/01/2038
Apache Corp 5.250  591,474  600,000  12/01/2015 02/01/2042
Barclays PLC 5.250  313,473  300,000  12/01/2015 08/17/2045
Biogen Idec Inc 5.200  536,608  525,000  12/01/2015 09/15/2045
Brandywine Operating 4.550  393,784  400,000  10/23/2015 10/01/2029
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The following is a record of the transactions for the second half of 2015:
PURCHASES:
   Coupon Due
Cost Description Yield Rate Date
$231,183  Actavis Funding SCS  5.170%  4.550%  03/15/2035
515,000  Allina Health MN 4.810 4.805  11/15/2045
683,942  Amgen Inc 5.070 6.900  06/01/2038
591,474  Apache Corp 5.350 5.250  02/01/2042
313,473  Barclays PLC 4.960 5.250  08/17/2045
536,608  Biogen Idec Inc 5.060 5.200  09/15/2045
393,784  Brandywine Operating 4.700 4.550  10/01/2029
344,445  CVS Caremark Corp 4.730 5.750  05/15/2041
622,131  Canadian Pacific Rail Co 4.640 4.800  09/15/2035
605,842  Charter Communications 6.223 6.384  10/23/2035
246,414  Consolidated Edison 4.160 5.850  03/15/2036
627,031  Credit Suisse 4.850 4.875  05/15/2045
620,000  Dominion Res Inc 5.190 7.000  06/15/2038
580,995  Goldman Sachs Inc 4.739 4.750  10/21/2045
479,612  HSBC Holdings PLC 4.940 6.500  05/02/2036
264,931  Halliburton Co 4.860 4.850  11/15/2035
657,019  Hartford Financial Svcs 4.780 6.100  10/01/2041
501,680  Kraft Heinz 5.240 7.125  08/01/2039
517,203  Hess Corp 5.966 6.000  01/15/2040
398,940  Horace Mann Educator 4.530 4.500  12/01/2025
383,895  JP Morgan Chase & Co 4.420 6.400  05/15/2038
256,653  SC Johnson & Sons 4.590 4.750  10/15/2046
625,000  KS DFA Pension 4.730 4.727  04/15/2037
290,895  Liberty Mutual 5.050 4.850  08/01/2044
241,973  Lockheed Martin Corp 4.795 4.850  09/15/2041
30,418  Lockheed Martin Corp 4.640 4.500  05/15/2036
647,914  McDonald’s Corp 4.730 4.700  12/09/2035
566,332  MetLife Inc 4.477 4.600  05/13/2046
620,515  Morgan Stanley 4.770 6.375  07/24/2042
527,505  Morgan Stanley 4.400 3.950  04/23/2027
620,794  Norfolk Southern 4.690 4.650  01/15/2046
584,612  Pacific Life 5.670 9.250  06/15/2039
269,227  Pentair Finance SA 4.686 4.650  09/15/2025
376,302  Regions Bank 4.970 6.450  06/26/2037
467,338  SFAVE 20155AV 4.540 4.144  01/05/2035
502,450  Sunoco Logistics Ptr 5.880 5.950  12/01/2025
400,176  Synchrony Financial 4.490 4.500  07/23/2025
390,000  Promedica Health 4.980 4.982  11/15/2045
496,920  TransCanada Corp 5.040 5.000  10/16/2043
231,884  21st Century Fox 5.030 6.150  02/15/2041
59,993  UnitedHealth Group 4.630 4.625  07/15/2035
465,350  Waterbury CT GO Pension 5.540 7.089  12/01/2038
18,787,851  Total Securities Purchased   
0  New Mortgages Granted   
$18,787,851  Total Purchases

REDEMPTIONS:
  Gain/ Coupon Date
Consideration Description (Loss) Rate       Paid    
$770,803  ATRM 13-10A *A*  ($18,589)   1.400%   11/24/2015
1,049,415  BABSN 13-1A *A*  (25,585) 1.400  11/24/2015
428,624  Baxter International  3,971  2.400  07/21/2015
365,047  Bear Stearns Co  15,945  5.550  12/04/2015
577,200  CenterPoint Houston  (21,692) 2.250  11/25/2015
1,030,260  CGMS 13-3A *A1A*  (18,417) 1.420  12/02/2015
719,050  CIFC 13-1A A1  (10,950) 1.500  12/02/2015
250,000  Citicorp MTN  -    6.880  12/18/2015
5,320  CVS Drug  -    8.353  12/10/2015
501,820  Dean Witter Discover Co  1,416  6.750  12/03/2015
150,546  Dean Witter Discover Co  398  6.750  12/03/2015
312,822  Discovery Communications  14,336  4.375  10/16/2015
245,044  Discovery Communications  10,951  4.375  10/16/2015
150,000  Equitable Life  -    7.700  12/01/2015
280,759  IL Sales Tax  759  2.931  12/04/2015
1,000,000  ITT Hartford Group  -    7.300  11/01/2015
475,000  NCNB Corp  -    10.200  07/15/2015
45,011  OHAIN 11-1A*AR*  -    1.200  05/15/2015
11,459  Old Dominion Electric  -    5.676  12/01/2015
171,355  Schlumberger Inc  (8,428) 2.400  12/04/2015
24,940  Southaven Combined TVA  -    3.846  08/15/2015
232,300  Sysco Corp  2,656  4.350  07/14/2015
713,074  Toyota Motor Cr. Corp  (8,577) 2.625  12/03/2015
1,000,000  Transurban Finance Co  -    5.040  08/10/2015
100,000  Wagner College NY  (6,481) 6.916  07/01/2015
1,639,135  CMO/Asset Backed Principal Receipts  14,100  Various 2015
3,567,358  Gov’t Agency Principal Receipts  -    Various 2015
15,816,341  Total Securities Redeemed   
17,013  Principal Payments on Mortgages   
$15,833,354  Total Redemptions  ($54,188)

Finance Committee Report
July 1 through Dec. 31, 2015
Fraternal greetings and welcome to the semiannual National Board 
meeting, Brothers and Sisters of the Slovene National Benefit Society.
The Finance Committee continues to follow the Rules of Procedure 
approved by this board to promote an efficient investment and moni-
toring of our Society’s funds. Our bond maturity distribution at Dec. 
31, 2015, compared to Dec. 31, 2014, was as follows, along with a 
listing of the SNPJ portfolio by investment category:

 Dec. 31, 2015 Dec. 31, 2014
Less than 1 Year $12,030.772 6.1% $15,570,564 8.1%
1 to 10 years $95,174,672 48.3% $110,322,103 57.1%
11 to 20 years $45,978,211 23.4% $42,417,666 21.9%
Over 20 years $43,680,389 22.2% $24,996,322 12.9%
Total Bonds $196,864,044 100.0% $193,306,655 100.0%
   Percent 
 Market Statement of Total Yield
Corporate Bonds $112,404,012 $110,202,590 54.31% 5.22%
Taxable Municipal $37,799,067 $35,262,513 17.38% 4.83%
Agency CMBS $21,650,321 $20,975,672 10.34% 3.81%
Commercial MBS $13,228,233 $12,990,897 6.40% 3.77%
Agency CMOs $9,123,554 $8,532,306 4.20% 4.87%
Non-Agency CMOs $4,283,989 $4,205,692 2.07% 5.81%
Agency Passthroughs $2,158,027 $2,026,095 1.00% 3.84%
Asset Backed Securities $1,986,026 $1,857,058 0.92% 4.86%
U.S. Agency $936,000 $811,221 0.40% 5.91%
Total Bonds $203,569,229 $196,864,044 97.02% 4.89%

Preferred Stock $0 $0 0.00% 0.00%
Common Stock $18,034 $18,034 0.01% 2.32%
Other Assets $1,229,142 $1,230,643 0.61% 5.76%
Mortgages $379,194 $379,194 0.19% 2.85%
Real Estate $2,561,070 $2,561,070 1.26% 3.51%
Cash & Certificate Loans $1,860,457 $1,860,457 0.92% 1.80%
Total Invested Assets $209,617,126 $202,913,442 100.00% 4.89%

*Any difference in totals is due to rounding.

Portfolio Risk Analysis
 Date Duration Avg. Rating Book Yield Market Yield
Dec. 2010 5.48 A+ 5.69 4.71
Dec. 2011 5.80 A+ 5.44 3.97
Dec. 2012 6.05 A+ 5.22 2.91
Dec. 2013 6.22 A+ 5.11 3.72
Dec. 2014 6.57 A+ 4.95 3.15
Dec. 2015 7.64 A+ 4.86 3.75

The committee continues to work with the investment manager to 
determine strategies to optimize yield while maintaining a high qual-
ity portfolio. The ongoing low interest rate environment continues 
to make it very challenging when trying to cover current contract 
guarantees without taking on excessive amounts of risk.
Wellington Management Company, LLP, continues to monitor the 
portfolio and manage the assets within the guidelines set forth by 
the Finance Committee and approved by the National Board.
During the period, the asset manager sold several very short dura-
tion low-yielding securities and reinvested the proceeds in longer 
duration bonds resulting in an increase in the portfolio book yield.
Investment yields averaged 4.97 percent on purchases made in the 
second half of 2015. These investments had a 22-year average life 
with an average S&P credit quality of BBB+. Purchases comprised 
of mostly corporate bonds.
The market value of the portfolio decreased $800,000 during the 
second half of 2015. The effective duration of the portfolio increased to 
7.64. Cash flow from the portfolio is well positioned to meet projected 
operating cash flow needs in a rising rate environment.
In December, the U.S. Federal Reserve raised interest rates for 
the first time in nearly 10 years. The 25 basis point increase affects 
short-term rates, but long-term rates continue to remain very ac-
commodating with market yields remaining at historically low levels 
across all sectors. The benchmark 10-year Treasury rates decreased 
from 2.35 percent at the end of June to 2.27 percent at year end.
Bon Air, Pa., Lodge 254 completed the sale of the Lodge property 
and reimbursed the Society for the reimbursable grants made by 
the Society to the Lodge. The proceeds were received in November 
as approved by the National Board.
Attached is a record of transactions for the period of July 1 to Dec. 
31, 2015.

SNPJ FINANCE COMMITTEE
ROGER C. CLIFFORD, Chairman

JOSEPH C. EVANISH, Committee Member
KEN ANDERSON, Committee Member

RICHARD HERVOL, Committee Member
ROBERT J. LAWRENCE, Committee Member

Audit Committee Report
July-December 2015/Report Date: March 18, 2016
Fraternal greetings, SNPJ Executive Committee, SNPJ National 
Board and SNPJ members. The Audit Committee met March 15-
17, 2016, for their regular semiannual meeting with all committee 
members present except Phyllis Wood, who was in attendance for 
only two days due to the unexpected death of her father requiring 
her to return home.
The semiannual review consisted of routine documentation reviews, 
the annual audit report, and interviews with the Executive Committee.

Routine Oversight Report Reviews
The following were reviewed for the period July through December 
2015:

• Random receipts/invoices, and 100 percent of National Board 
members and professional consultants

• Randomly selected checks over $20,000 requiring three 
executive signatures

• National Board member Lodge meeting attendance reports
All of the above were found to be in order.

SNPJ Annual Audit
Mr. Leo Hannah from the auditing firm of Horovitz, Rudoy & Roteman 
presented the results of the 2015 audit to the Audit Committee, and 
it was found that there were no material weaknesses in the financial 
statements and processes of the organization. The audit was deemed 
to be a “clean opinion audit,” which means there were no negative 
findings from the annual audit. Mr. Hannah discussed the impact of 
today’s financial market and low interest rates, as well as the effect 
of sales to surplus which is a challenge in all fraternals including the 
SNPJ. He remarked that the executives have done an excellent job 
trimming expenses at the Home Office. However, there is concern 
that the Recreation Center has had a direct impact on the surplus 
due to the high dollar subsidy paid out over the past several years 
and noted the marked increase in 2015. He encouraged strong ac-
tion be taken at appropriate levels of the organization to correct the 
issue at hand, and that it be done quickly.

National President Joseph C. Evanish
Prior to the annual audit report, the Audit Committee reviewed the 
SNPJ Recreation Center financials and discussed the negative bot-
tom line. The concerns of the committee were shared with President 
Joseph Evanish to include a need to increase income and reduce 
expenses. SNPJ Recreation Center Director Tim Jergel was invited 
to join the committee meeting with President Evanish, and further 
discussion was held stressing the need to reduce the negative impact 
on the Society by focusing on the income and expenses each month 
and responding appropriately. An emphasis was placed on account-
ability and the need to reach a zero impact budget in the very near 
future. President Evanish and Tim Jergel shared with the committee 
some changes they have already made for 2016 that should have an 
impact on the bottom line. Many ideas were discussed by all present. 
President Evanish and Tim indicated that they will all be taken under 
consideration. The Audit Committee made recommendations to the 
board to support decreasing the financial impact of the Recreation 
Center on the surplus.
Other topics were discussed related to the Recreation Center to 
include Slovenefest, the upcoming Brew & Bean Festival, changes 
in the Wine & Sausage Fest, and the cabin project. It is expected 
that two cabins will be completed before summer. President Evanish 
also reported that the gas project lease was not renewed.

Executive Committee Member Meetings
The Audit Committee met with each of the executives to discuss their 
biannual reports and various topics. Individually, they reviewed their 
semiannual reports and each answered all of our questions to the 
satisfaction of the committee.

Enterprise Risk Management
Enterprise Risk Management (ERM) has been well implemented 
throughout the organization. The Recreation Center is undergoing 
an assessment, and it is at the forefront of each Recreation Center 
Committee meeting. Implementation of risk mitigation plans is ongo-
ing throughout the organization.

Marketing Plan
The 2016 Marketing Plan was reviewed by President Evanish, 
as well as a review of the 2015 Marketing Plan results. The year 
2015 was a challenging year for membership. President Evanish 
reported that each year, non-producing PPGAs are thinned from 
the sales team following individual communication. Recruitment 
of new PPGAs continues. President Evanish was encouraged to 
develop goals that are reflective of the current market and to be 
more specific with the goals.

National Secretary Karen A. Pintar
Lodge and Membership Reports
Sis. Karen Pintar reported that there were three Lodges deactivated 
during this reporting period. She also reported that all Lodges have 
submitted their annual reports. All Lodges accounted for at least four 
meetings per year in 2015 and provided the same information for 2016.
Sis. Pintar updated the Audit Committee on the risk assessment 
procedures which they test on an ongoing basis. The computer 
room has had a security lock system installed. She explained the 
cyber security insurance that was purchased at the end of 2015 to 
protect us in the event of a security breach, and discussed updated 
firewalls and virus protection software to protect our members’ data.
We would like to thank the IT team for their diligent work for the Society.

National Treasurer Robert J. Lawrence
Bro. Lawrence reviewed the financial statements with the Audit Com-

 Coupon  Par Purchase Due
Name & Description Rate  Cost  Value Date  Date
CVS Caremark Corp 5.750  344,445  300,000  11/24/2015 05/15/2041
Canadian Pacific Rail Co 4.800  622,131  625,000  09/08/2015 09/15/2035
Charter Communications 6.384  295,000  295,000  07/09/2015 10/23/2035
Charter Communications 6.384  310,842  300,000  11/23/2015 10/23/2035
Consolidated Edison 5.850  246,414  200,000  08/24/2015 03/15/2036
Credit Suisse 4.875  627,031  625,000  11/24/2015 05/15/2045
Dominion Res Inc 7.000  620,000  500,000  09/25/2015 06/15/2038
Goldman Sachs Inc 4.750  178,351  180,000  10/16/2015 10/21/2045
Goldman Sachs Inc 4.750  402,644  400,000  11/20/2015 10/21/2045
HSBC Holdings PLC 6.500  479,612  400,000  12/03/2015 05/02/2036
Halliburton Co 4.850  264,931  265,000  11/05/2015 11/15/2035
Hartford Financial Svcs 6.100  657,019  550,000  11/24/2015 10/01/2041
Kraft Heinz 7.125  501,680  400,000  11/24/2015 08/01/2039
Hess Corp 6.000  40,113  40,000  11/23/2015 01/15/2040
Hess Corp 6.000  126,376  125,000  11/17/2015 01/15/2040
Hess Corp 6.000  24,834  25,000  11/06/2015 01/15/2040
Hess Corp 6.000  285,547  285,000  11/04/2015 01/15/2040
Hess Corp 6.000  40,333  40,000  12/01/2015 01/15/2040
Horace Mann Educator 4.500  398,940  400,000  11/18/2015 12/01/2025
JP Morgan Chase & Co 6.400  383,895  300,000  12/09/2015 05/15/2038
SC Johnson & Sons 4.750  256,653  250,000  10/14/2015 10/15/2046
KS DFA Pension 4.727  625,000  625,000  08/13/2015 04/15/2037
Liberty Mutual 4.850  290,895  300,000  11/20/2015 08/01/2044
Lockheed Martin Corp 4.850  80,088  80,000  11/09/2015 09/15/2041
Lockheed Martin Corp 4.850  70,072  70,000  11/10/2015 09/15/2041
Lockheed Martin Corp 4.850  91,813  90,000  11/04/2015 09/15/2041
Lockheed Martin Corp 4.500  30,418  31,000  11/16/2015 05/15/2036
McDonald’s Corp 4.700  647,914  650,000  12/02/2015 12/09/2035
MetLife Inc 4.600  154,396  155,000  11/09/2015 05/13/2046
MetLife Inc 4.600  411,936  400,000  12/11/2015 05/13/2046
Morgan Stanley 6.375  620,515  500,000  12/03/2015 07/24/2042
Morgan Stanley 3.950  527,505  550,000  08/12/2015 04/23/2027
Norfolk Southern 4.650  620,794  625,000  10/29/2015 01/15/2046
Pacific Life 9.250  584,612  400,000  11/24/2015 06/15/2039
Pentair Finance SA 4.650  219,305  220,000  09/09/2015 09/15/2025
Pentair Finance SA 4.650  49,923  50,000  09/10/2015 09/15/2025
Regions Bank 6.450  376,302  315,000  11/24/2015 06/26/2037
SFAVE 20155AV 4.144  467,338  490,000  09/16/2015 01/05/2035
Sunoco Logistics Ptr 5.950  502,450  500,000  12/01/2015 12/01/2025
Synchrony Financial 4.500  400,176  400,000  08/25/2015 07/23/2025
Promedica Health 4.982  390,000  390,000  09/23/2015 11/15/2045
TransCanada Corp 5.000  496,920  500,000  12/01/2015 10/16/2043
21st Century Fox 6.150  231,884  200,000  11/23/2015 02/15/2041
UnitedHealth Group 4.625  59,993  60,000  07/20/2015 07/15/2035
Waterbury CT GO Pension 7.089  465,350  410,000  07/22/2015 12/01/2038
Mortgages Granted  0  0  2015 

Total New Purchases 7-1-15 through 12-31-15 $18,787,851   $17,656,000

The following investments were disposed of from July 1 through Dec. 31, 2015:
BONDS AND OTHER INVESTMENTS:
 Coupon Consider- Par Book Date
Name & Description Rate  ation  Value  Value  Paid
ATRM 13-10A *A*   1.400%   $770,803   $790,000   $789,392  11/24/2015
BABSN 13-1A *A* 1.400  1,049,415  1,075,000  1,075,000  11/24/2015
Baxter International 2.400  428,624  426,000  424,653  07/21/2015
Bear Stearns Co 5.550  365,047  350,000  349,102  12/04/2015
CenterPoint Houston 2.250  577,200  600,000  598,892  11/25/2015
CGMS 13-3A *A1A* 1.420  1,030,260  1,050,000  1,048,677  12/02/2015
CIFC 13-1A A1 1.500  719,050  730,000  730,000  12/02/2015
Citicorp MTN 6.880  250,000  250,000  250,000  12/18/2015
CVS Drug 8.353  5,320  5,319  5,319  12/10/2015
Dean Witter Discover Co 6.750  652,366  650,000  650,552  12/03/2015
Discovery Communications 4.375  557,866  535,000  532,579  10/16/2015
Equitable Life 7.700  150,000  150,000  150,000  12/01/2015
IL Sales Tax 2.931  280,759  280,000  280,000  12/04/2015
ITT Hartford Group 7.300  1,000,000  1,000,000  1,000,000  11/01/2015
NCNB Corp 10.200  475,000  475,000  475,000  07/15/2015
OHAIN 11-1A*AR* 1.200  45,011  45,011  45,011  08/01/2015
Old Dominion Elec 5.676  11,459  11,459  11,459  12/01/2015
Schlumberger Inc 2.400  171,355  180,000  179,782  12/04/2015
Southaven Combined TVA 3.846  24,937  24,937  24,937  08/15/2015
Sysco Corp 4.350  232,300  230,000  229,644  07/14/2015
Toyota Motor Cr. Corp 2.625  713,074  725,000  721,651  12/03/2015
Transurban Finance Co 5.040  1,000,000  1,000,000  1,000,000  08/10/2015
Wagner College NY 6.916  100,000  100,000  106,481  07/01/2015
Mortgage/Asset Backed Principal Paydowns Various 1,639,135  1,796,283  1,616,366  2015
Gov’t Agency Principal Paydowns Various 3,567,358  3,567,358  3,567,358  2015
Mortgage Payments Various 17,013  17,013  17,013  2015

Total Disposed of 7-1-15 through 12-31-15 $15,833,351   $16,063,380   $15,878,869

National Treasurer’s Report
Bro. Robert J. LAWRENCE comments on his report, stating that 
assets have increased by about $2 million and surplus increased 
by about $200,000. He talks about the RBC ratio, what affects the 
ratio and possible changes to the calculation, and reported that this 
year we are scheduled for our five-year financial examination by the 
Pennsylvania Insurance Department.
Motion by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro. ANDERSON, to approve 
the report. Motion approved.

Finance Committee Report
Chairman CLIFFORD welcomes representatives from Wellington 
Management Company, the Society asset managers, to present the 
year-end portfolio review. With us for the meeting are Relationship 
Manager Marc Mercurio and Portfolio Manager Liz Kleinerman. 
Marc begins the portfolio review presentation and reviews statistics 
including market value of portfolio, market yield and book yield.  
Liz discusses transactions during the period, what happened in 
the market, and how it affected our portfolio. Marc then presents a 
revised benchmark for consideration.
The Finance Committee recommends that we adopt the revised fixed 
income benchmark for the Investment Objectives and Guidelines.  
Motion made by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro. HERVOL, to adopt 
the new benchmark. Motion approved.
Motion by Bro. NOVAK, second by Bro. MLAKAR, to approve the 
report of the Finance Committee. Motion approved.
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mittee and further explained some of the changes upcoming with how 
our RBC ratio is calculated. The current challenges with the lower 
interest rates in the bond markets. The committee acknowledges 
the excellent work of the Finance Committee (which includes Bro. 
Lawrence and President Evanish) in working with the asset manager.

The Audit Committee was satisfied with all of the executives’ reports. 
It is clear that the executives are working hard to keep SNPJ alive 
despite a challenging business world. The Audit Committee thanks 
the Executive Committee and SNPJ Home Office staff for their 
assistance in obtaining requested documents for our review, and 
for providing support and hospitality. Their efficiency allowed us to 
complete our work and written report in a timely manner.
Fraternally,

SNPJ AUDIT COMMITTEE
PHYLLIS M. WOOD, Chairwoman

VINCENT R. BASELJ
LOUIS J. NOVAK Sr.

STAN J. REPOS

Name Lodge
Justin Teyssier 6
Nicole Wright 6
Molly Bogolin 31
Anthony Raimondo 53
Gregory Raimondo 53
Kara Maruszak 53
Brandon Bartley 89
Derek Andreini 89
Dominic Raggi 89
Natalie Lanham 106
Alec Brumbaugh 138
Allison Jo Vogrig 138
Amy Vogrig 138
Dylan Pounds 138
Elizabeth Hartman 138
Jeremy Cadez 138
Jonathan Cadez 138
Julie Rockwell 138
Kristina Hartman 138
Natalie Pachinger 138
Michael Cefaratti 142
Molly Kohler 153
Ashley Russ 158
Lauren Sebusch 158
Mark Kocin 158
Michael Brately 158
Thomas Zivkovich 158
Kelcie Sztroin 165
Jennifer Provenza 216

Name Lodge
Rudolph Drasler 218
Christopher Reynolds 225
Toni Zibert 225
Wynter Youchak 254
Justina Marsh 268
Alec Baroni 274
Brett Jerome 274
Emily Velichka 289
Garrett Yuko 289
Elena Maresh 449
Justin Rigler 449
Robert Rigler 449
Anna Wysopal 559
Daniel Volpe 564
Carly Grant 584
Emily Poklar 584
Hannah Duncan 643
Tasia Klarich 689
Amy Massack 713
Alyssa Urban 715
Kendall Couch 715
Kristyn Gawdyda 715
Mark Marinch 723
William Debevec III 729
Adam Petcovic 776
Garret Jancich 786
James Koci 786
Sara Lundgren 786

Scholarship Committee Report
March 2016
The following report covers the period of July 1 through Dec. 31, 
2015. Payment for the second installment of the 2014-2015 academic 
year included 57 awards. This group encompassed 39 Academic, 
10 Regular, and eight Joseph C. Umeck Jr. Activity Scholarships.
Listed below are the names of the students who received awards 
during the last six months of 2015:

Scholarship Fund Donation & Award History
Years Donations Awards
1960-1979 ............................$75,448.09.....................$146,797.81
1980-1999 ..........................$595,765.01..................$1,185,150.00
2000-Present ...................$1,210,887.39.....................$750,000.00
Totals ...............................$1,882,100.49..................$2,081,947.81

Scholarship Fund Financial Report
 Beginning Balance (as of July 1, 2015) .....$780,540.71
 Donations .......................................................$4,830.73 
  Investment & Other Income ......................10,381.20 
  Total Income .............................................. 15,211.93
 Awards .........................................................$28,550.00 
  Investment & Other Expense ....................14,753.89 
  Total Expenses ..........................................43,303.89
 Ending Balance (as of Dec. 31, 2015) .......$752,448.75

We continue to receive donations from our members as honors and 
memorials to their loved ones.
For all contributions and the generous donations mentioned, we 
are most appreciative. We extend our sincere thanks to all who 
contributed to this most worthy cause which benefits so many of 
our young adults.
Respectfully submitted,

SNPJ SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
JOSEPH C. EVANISH, Chairman

KAREN A. PINTAR
ROBERT J. LAWRENCE

SNPJ Heritage Center Report
March 2016
The SNPJ Heritage Center continues to host events during the course 
of the year to encourage the youth and adult membership of SNPJ 
to keep aware of the cultural heritage of our Society. We have a 
very fine committee of dedicated volunteers who seek to spread the 
word about our museum and library, and many items on display that 
provide a good look at the history and culture of Slovenia and SNPJ.
The second weekend of May, committee members Susan Mals 
and Joan Gaspersic, along with Bro. Larry Gaspersic, attended the 
Slovenian Embassy Open House with our traveling Heritage Center 
display. They did a great job representing the SNPJ and the Heritage 
Center. Many contacts were made and we added a number of Likes 
to our Facebook page, along with hundreds of pictures.
We kicked off the summer over the weekend of June 5-6 with our 
Fourth Annual Heritage Center Picnic and Dance held at the Heri-
tage Pavilion. This free event was again well received and a great 
success with our largest crowd! We added a button box bash and a 
wine and cheese reception on Friday night. We are looking forward 
to the event in 2016 with the fun starting Friday night, June 10, 
going into Saturday, June 11. We plan to add more events for our 
Brothers and Sisters to enjoy, like a balina tournament and crafts 
and games for the kids.
Committee members Kathy Paulenich, Patty Candela and Tracey 
Belle attended the Simply Slavic Festival in Youngstown, Ohio, with 
our traveling Heritage Center display and products for sale from the 
gift shop. This is the fifth year we have attended this event.
Committee members Kathy Paulenich, Sarah Loudon and Megan 
Sinan gave tours of the Heritage Center for the Youth Roundup 
participants. Sarah and Megan also worked with the Youth Roundup 
participants on a craft specially designed for them. Kathy played 
the button box while Sarah and Megan instructed the kids on the 
Slovenian style of polka. We also gave each camper a gift from the 
Roger J. Evanish Gift Shop and Resource Center. The committee 
members did a wonderful job. We hope to encourage our youth 
members to visit the Heritage Center and take the audio tour, pick 
up a book or watch a DVD to learn about all the outstanding items 
on display and their background.
We had a successful Slovenefest. Committee member Sarah Loudon 
designed another great T-shirt commemorating the annual event. 
We used our digital resource area to show DVDs and search for 
information on genealogy sites. The comfortable Resource Center 
was always filled with members and guests enjoying the many DVDs 
playing about Slovenia and reading our selection of books on the 
SNPJ and Slovenia. A number of new items from Slovenia were 
available to purchase, along with new pieces of glassware.
We also presented each of the Miss SNPJ Pageant contestants with 
a $25 gift certificate for the gift shop. The Slovenian Genealogy So-
ciety was on hand for the second year. Representatives Rose Marie 
Jisa and Edward Oshaban where kept busy with many questions 
on Slovenian genealogy.
The Heritage Center and the Roger J. Evanish Gift Shop and Re-
source Center were open during Family Weeks and Senior Week 
for our guests to explore and purchase souvenirs. For the second 
year, we hosted a wine and cheese event with Slovenian wine, and 
used Skype to connect with some family and friends in Slovenia. We 
look forward to doing this again during Family Weeks and Senior 
Week in 2016. A good time was enjoyed by all.
We opened for the Teens Experience Leadership weekend. We 
also provided the prizes for the winning teams from the weekend 
challenges.
On the Friday of National SNPJ Days, the Heritage Center sponsored 
a wine and cheese reception along with the Friday night entertainment. 
On Saturday, the Heritage Center sponsored a nostalgic dance in 
the barn just like it all started 50 years ago. We had Heritage Center 
Committee member Patty C and The Guys playing into the night 
with a great crowd. We look forward to making this an annual event 
during National SNPJ Days.
We have been working on a joint relationship with the Slovenian 
Genealogy Society in Cleveland. We plan on working together to 
foster the education of members and others who visit the Heritage 
Center. We plan to host the group for a meeting and tour in 2016.
We participated in the Wine & Sausage Festival at the Recreation 
Center. Committee members Kathy Paulenich, Kathy Loudon, Sarah 
Loudon, Megan Sinan, Tracey Belle and Maury Sinan enjoyed giv-
ing out samples of Slovenian wines we use during our wine and 
cheese events.
We closed out the year by co-hosting the Recreation Center’s chil-
dren’s Christmas party. Special thanks to committee members Kathy 
Loudon, Sarah Loudon and Megan Sinan, and the Recreation Center 
staff, for helping to make the event a success. Sarah and Kathy came 
up with three great keepsake crafts, Megan Sinan helped decorate 
cookies for the 100-plus children who attended, and “Santa” Sinan 
had a wonderful time giving gifts to the kids.
The Heritage Center was named the 2016 Heritage/Cultural Or-
ganization of the Year by the Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame.
We continue to generate a lot of mail-order sales, and during the 
season when we are open on Saturdays our Gift Shop also generates 
a lot of cookbook and glassware sales, along with sales of grocery 
items and T-shirts that are available.
Special thanks to Kathy Paulenich for all the articles she has written 
for the PROSVETA over the last year and to Seph Kumer for his 
contributions as our Facebook page manager. Both have done a 
great job connecting with Slovenians and SNPJ members around 
the world. With over 1,800 Facebook Likes, we will continue to use 
social media as a way to promote the Heritage Center and other 
SNPJ events.
The Heritage Center Committee should be commended for their 
work and effort in the success of the center. The Heritage Center 
Committee tries to develop events that encourage participation of 
both our youth and adult membership.
We are working on a schedule of events for the 2016 summer season 
from Slovenian movies and entertainment along with outreach to 
other Slovenian heritage organizations.
Respectfully submitted,

SNPJ HERITAGE CENTER COMMITTEE
MAURICE SINAN, Chairman

JOAN GASPERSIC, Secretary
KATHY PAULENICH, Treasurer

KATHY LOUDON
SARAH LOUDON
PATTY CANDELA

SEPH KUMER
TRACEY BELLE
MEGAN SINAN
SUSAN MALS
ED ROBICH

Region 1 Vice President’s Report
Greetings to the Executive Committee and National Board members. 
This report covers the period from July-December 2015.
The Westmoreland County Federation continued to have a full sched-
ule at the picnic grounds. Their largest affair is the Grape Festival; 
it was held Sunday, Sept. 20, 2015, and was well attended. Thanks 
to the officers and members who worked the event. This may be 
the last picnic held at the Westmoreland County Federation Picnic 
Grounds because it is on the market to be sold.
Currently, I hold the office of vice president for the Westmoreland 
County Federation of SNPJ Lodges. I worked the picnics on Sundays 
from July through September.
I attended Slovenefest on Sunday, July 12, to meet and talk to all 
old and new friends and acquaintances.
Lodge 87 in Herminie, Pa., held a luau dance, harvest dance and 
Christmas party. I worked the affairs and they were well attended.
I was sorry I could not attend the Conemaugh Valley Federation of 
SNPJ Lodges banquet honoring their members, and the Yukon, Pa., 
Lodge 729 annual Christmas party.
I was re-elected secretary/treasurer of Lodge 87 at the meeting in 
December 2015. I continue to sell life insurance and annuities as 
an agent for the SNPJ. I am always available to help the Lodges 
in Region 1.
This concludes my report for the past six months. Hopefully we will 
have a beneficial and productive board meeting on March 18.
Fraternally,

FRANK BREGAR
Region 1 Vice President

Audit Committee Report
Bro. NOVAK introduces Leo Hannah, our Society independent audi-
tor from Horovitz, Rudoy & Roteman, to give his presentation. Leo 
remarks that they issued a clean opinion and no issues with internal 
controls were found during the course of the audit. Assets grew in 
2015, and he reviews some particular areas of the financial statement 
with the board. He remarks on the low interest rate environment and 
the effect it has had on our investment income and profit, and states 
that the officers are working hard and doing a good job of reducing 
expenses at the Home Office. 
Leo reviews the current Risk Based Capital ratio and recommends 
that particular attention be paid to the cost of operating the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. He states that we must have a plan, whether it’s a 
three- or five-year plan, to get to a break-even point at the Recreation 
Center. The Society can continue to fund the capital improvements 
at the Recreation Center, but we can no longer continue to fund 
operations. Reductions in expenses and increases in revenue must 
be the goal for the Recreation Center.
Bro. NOVAK reviews the Audit Committee report with the board. A 
motion is made by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro. ANDERSON, 
to approve the report. Motion approved.

Scholarship Committee Report
President EVANISH reviews the report with the board. A motion is 
made by Sis. Tracey L. ANDERSON, second by Bro.  HERVOL, to 
approve the report. Motion approved.

Heritage Committee Report
President EVANISH reviews the SNPJ Heritage Center report with 
the board. He also noted that Slovenian Honorary Consul Petra 
Mitchell arranged a meeting for the Heritage Center with the Heinz 
History Center in Pittsburgh.
Motion by Sis. RIGLER, second by Sis. GORJUP, to approve the 
report. Motion approved.

Region 1 Vice President: Bro. Frank Bregar
Motion to approve the report by Sis. ANDERSON, second by Bro. 
ANDERSON. Motion approved.

Region 2 Vice President: Bro. James L. Curl
Motion to approve the report by Bro. HERVOL, second by Bro. 
BASELJ. Motion approved.

Region 2 Vice President’s Report
July 1 through Dec. 31, 2015
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters of the SNPJ National Board. 
During the last six-month period as Region 2 Vice President, I have 
also continued to serve on the SNPJ Recreation Center Committee 
and as secretary/treasurer of SNPJ Lodge 6, as well as an Exclusive 
Producer for the SNPJ.
The summer months are always busy in Region 2, and this year was 
no exception. SNPJ Lodge 138 has a number of summer activities 
and, once again, their annual Duck Race held in July was a great 
success. The Lodge also continues to have bowling and balina 
events, as well as a couple of great polka events during the sum-
mer. SNPJ Lodge 6 was busy with bingo and dart leagues, as well 
as a repainting project for the clubroom. SNPJ Lodge 106 also has 
bingo and they host car cruises which have proved very successful 
for the Lodge. SNPJ Lodge 89 hosts a community bingo as well as 
other activities for their members. In addition, a few of the Lodges 
in the region hosted summer picnics for their membership, and all 
Lodges continue to hold the required number of meetings.
In July, I once again served on the Slovenefest Committee assisting 
in booking and scheduling the bands for the weekend of entertain-
ment. The crowds were great again this year, and we look forward 
to another successful year in 2016.
Region 2 had the honor of another Miss SNPJ from our region – Julie 
Rockwell of SNPJ Lodge 138. Julie’s grandfather, Tony Bole, is a 
former National Board Region 3 Vice President. Congratulations to 
Julie and to all of the young ladies who participated in the pageant.
In August, SNPJ Fraternal Weekend was held at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center, and we had great participation from Region 2 members in 
the balina and bean bag tournaments that were held that weekend. 
We also had a great turnout for the dance held at the upper pavilion. 
Thanks to Region 2 and SNPJ Lodge 106 members Butch and Wendy 
Kinney who handled the 50/50 drawing that weekend.
Of course, September brought National SNPJ Days to the Recreation 
Center, and once again we had a great showing of members in 
the golf tournament, balina tournament and bean bag tournament.  
Thanks to all who participated.
Region 2 had 9,388 members as of Dec, 31, 2015, which includes 
8,431 adult members and 957 youth members. There were a total 
of 164 new members as of Dec. 31, 2015, which included 126 adult 
and 38 youth members.
There were four Lodges that achieved Gold status in membership 
in Region 2: SNPJ Lodges 31, 721, 770 and 776. There were two 
Lodges that achieved Silver status in membership: SNPJ Lodges 6 
and 106. Congratulations to all of these Lodges!
This concludes my report, and I look forward to a productive and 
successful National Board meeting.
Fraternally,

JAMES L. CURL
Region 2 Vice President

Region 3 Vice President’s Report 
July-December 2015
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters of the SNPJ National Board. 
Region 3 continued to be busy for the last six months of the year. 
As of Dec. 31, 2015, Region 3 has 6,056 adult members and 692 
youth members for a total of 6,748.
The following Lodges won star designation awards in 2015: Gold 
Star-Membership: Lodges 604, 626 and 277. Gold Star-Activity: 
Lodges 53, 158, 321, 358, 576, 604 and 643. Silver Star-Activity: 
Lodge 781. Congratulations to these Lodges for a job well done!
Our region remains extremely busy with many picnics and events 
throughout the summer and into the fall. Lodges continue to hold 
their Sunday picnics at the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, Ohio, through 
September with a final Sunday Polka Brunch in October.
Region 3 continues to have good participation in both the TEL 
Workshop and the Young Adult Conference.
I was in attendance at Slovenfest in July and enjoyed meeting the 
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Region 4 Vice President’s Report
July 1 through Dec. 31, 2015
Fraternal greetings! This report covers the period from July 1 through 
Dec. 31, 2015.
The region welcomed 49 new members last year. Congratulations 
to four of the region’s seven Lodges for receiving 2015 Lodge bo-
nuses. Indianapolis Lodge 34 received a Gold New Member award 
by finishing out the year with a whopping 40 new members, which 
is over four times their Gold New Member goal! This Lodge also 
received a Gold Activity award, along with Detroit Lodges 564 and 
677, and Samsula Lodge 603.  
Based on the number of these awards, it’s no surprise that Region 
4 Lodges provided many activities for their members during this 
period. Activities ranged from potluck picnics, dinners, dances, 
golf and bowling leagues, and Halloween and Christmas parties, 
to benefits for the Indianapolis Slovene National Home and the 
Samsula Academy Elementary School. Lodge 603 finished out the 
year with their annual “Tractor Run” parade which sounded like quite 
an elaborate and interesting event.
Many of our members also participated in the following national 
SNPJ events: Slovenefest, Family Week and SNPJ Days. In addi-
tion, Youth Circle 29 members, their families and friends enjoyed 
bowling in the joint Family Twosome tournament and Christmas 
party. Congratulations to tournament winners Ken, Steve, Erik, Jack 
and James Anderson; Barth, Beth, Olivia and Gabe Buciarelli; Pam, 
Bradley and Lauren Hudson; and Ermando, Cathy, Tony, Anthony 
and Joey Volpe. It’s a shame that the SNPJ Fall Classic Bowling 
Tournament had to be cancelled due to lack of participation.
On Sept. 19 we were pleased to spend time with our charismatic 
Miss SNPJ, Julie Rockwell, her mother Janice, friend Grace Filippo, 
and Fraternal Director Kevin Richards at the annual Region 4 Tigers 
baseball outing, during which the Detroit Tigers beat the Kansas 
City Royals in extra innings. Julie and Janice weren’t in Detroit long 
enough to see much of the city, but I’m happy to report that they 
want to return when they have more time to explore the many great 
things the metropolitan Detroit area has to offer.
In October, Finance Committee member Ken Anderson attended 
the Michigan Fraternal Alliance meeting held in Ann Arbor. American 
Fraternal Alliance President Joseph Annotti indicated that changes 
are coming to make the state alliances more independent as he 
spoke on the future of the fraternal movement. Bro. Anderson is 
now serving as first vice president of the Michigan Alliance, and he 
is chairman of the 2017 site selection committee.
Fraternally,

TRACEY L. ANDERSON
Region 4 Vice President

Region 5 Vice President’s Report
Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Executive Committee and National 
Board: Fraternal greetings! The following is my report for the period 
of July 1 through Dec. 31, 2015.
I have attended Chicago District Federation meetings and all sched-
uled Lodge meetings.
On July 10, 11 and 12, 2015, I attended the Miss SNPJ Pageant and 
the 34th annual Slovenefest with family and friends from Lodges 2 
and 449. It was a beautiful weekend and the weather was great. 
It was nice to be able to talk with all the Miss SNPJ contestants at 
the meet and greet that was held on Saturday evening, as well as 
say farewell to Slovenian Consul General Jurček Žmauc who was 
also in attendance. Congratulations to Miss SNPJ and Miss Talent 
Julie Rockwell (138), Miss Activity Elizabeth Hartman (138) and Miss 
Fraternalism Jennifer Provenza (216).
There were youth members from the Chicago and Milwaukee areas 
in attendance at the TEL Workshop held at the Recreation Center 
July 17-19. I was a chaperone from the Chicago area and was glad 
to see a great group of youth from across the United States.
I attended, along with many other SNPJ members from several area 
Lodges, the annual Slovenian Cultural Center picnic held in Lemont, 
Ill., on Aug. 9, and the annual Honey Picnic on Aug. 30.
The Chicago District Federation held its sixth annual dinner dance 
on Aug. 16. This event is held to promote a gathering of members 
from the area Lodges. Members were in attendance from Lodges 
1, 8, 449 and 559. As Region 5 Vice President, I was given the op-
portunity to address everyone. We were delighted to have Cecilia 

Dolgan (576) join us and sing some familiar tunes, accompanied by 
Vince Rigler (449) on the button box accordion. We were also glad 
to have Miss SNPJ and Miss Talent Julie Rockwell in attendance. 
Julie performed her tap dance that won her the Miss Talent title, and 
everyone enjoyed it. In addition to attending the dinner dance, Julie 
was given a tour of downtown, which included a tour of the NBC 
Studios, by Chicago Federation President Edward Dabrowski (449), 
as well as sightseeing by young adults Justin Rigler (449), Meredith 
Maresh (449) and Shane Miller (449).
On Sept. 25, I attended the National Board meeting. All officers and 
committee reports were given and approved. The board formed a 
Compensation Committee to review the officer salaries and make 
recommendations to the board at the next meeting. The Young Adult 
Representative, Nathan Bucar, was also present and reported for the 
young adults on what they discussed at their conference.
I was also able to attend the Slovenian Union of America annual 
Grape Dance at St. Joe’s Park in Joliet, Ill., on Sept. 27. This is always 
a good time, whether you’re dancing or watching as couples try to 
take the hanging candies and escape jail and fines.
On Oct. 17 many SNPJ members were in attendance at the Korotan 
concert hosted by the Zbor Spendov Chorus. I enjoyed the many 
selections performed by this chorus from Cleveland, and the music 
provided by Zadnja Kaplja.
Many SNPJ members attended the Slovenian Catholic Cultural 
Center 20th anniversary on Nov. 8. The day began with a special 
Mass celebrated by Archbishop Blase Cupich, followed by a program 
featuring the children from the Slomšek Slovenian School and musi-
cal selections by Zbor Spendov.
On Dec. 5 the Chicago District Federation of SNPJ Lodges held its 
annual children’s Christmas party at the Slovenian Catholic Center 
in Lemont. I was the emcee and helped to organize the program, 
as well as had the children play a few games for prizes and take 
photos with Santa.
Congratulations to Lodge 584 which achieved the Gold Star level in 
membership, and to Lodges 1, 8, 225, 449 and 559 which achieved 
the Gold Star level in activity in the 2015 SNPJ Lodge Bonus Pro-
gram. I enjoy seeing all the many pictures and articles in PROSVETA 
informing us of the many different types of activities that are being 
done by all the Lodges.
In Region 5 we had a total of 47 new members for the year 2015, 
which was an increase from last year. Congratulations to Lodges 
2, 107, 225, 449, 559 and 584 for attaining new members, and to 
Lodge 584 for reaching and exceeding their new member goal and 
obtaining the Gold new member status. I hope that more Lodges 
will be able to increase their membership this year.
This concludes my report for the past six months. May we continue 
to work productively to make decisions in the best interest of the 
Society and that of its members.
Fraternally,

JUSTINA M. RIGLER
Region 5 Vice President

Region 6 Vice President’s Report
July-December 2015
This report summarizes Region 6 activities for the second half 
of 2015. Region 6 is comprised of 2,636 active members and 13 
Lodges, six of which achieved Gold level Lodge status for activity 
in 2015, including Lodges 113, 207, 218, 723, 745 and 786. Lodge 
689 achieved the Silver level.
Region 6 was proud to have James Koci and Devin Leathers named 
as SNPJ Outstanding Young Adult Member of the Year and Youth 
Member of the Year, respectively. Both are members of Lodge 786.
Organized and staffed by Price Lodge 113 and Helper Lodge 689, 
the 34th annual Utah Slovenian Day Picnic was held in August at 
Washington Park in Price, Utah. The event was again well attended 
and resulted in generous cash contributions to local charities and the 
SNPJ Scholarship Fund. During the fall, members of all three Utah 
Lodges gathered at the Slovenian Home in Spring Glen to make 
apple strudel in preparation for the next year’s Slovenian Day Picnic.
In August, Lodge 207 initiated a summer family picnic at Stodden 
Park in Butte, Mont., and held a polka dance at the local Elks Lodge 
in October.
Denver Lodge 218 held a wine tasting party in August and made a 
generous donation of food to the Jeffco Action Center.
Lodge 723 initiated a first annual Labor Day Weekend All-Accordion 
Festival, which drew performers from as far as Alaska and Ohio. Lodge 
723 continued its tradition of charitable fund-raisers and joined the 
California Fraternal Alliance in donating needed items to Olivecrest, 
an organization that assists placing and supporting foster children. 
Significant landscaping improvements were made to the Slovene 
Hall in Fontana, Calif., in 2015.
Golden Valley Lodge 745 again donated time and labor to cleaning 
up trash and debris from the banks of the American River as part 
of the Great Sierra River Cleanup sponsored by the Sierra Nevada 
Conservancy. In December the Lodge hosted its popular annual 
Christmas Ice Skating and Pizza Party in Old Town Folsom.
Orange Coast Lodge 786 achieved the Silver level for new mem-
bers. Make a Difference Day resulted in donated cash, gifts cards, 
toiletries and paper goods for Isaiah House in Santa Ana, which 
provides temporary shelter and food for the homeless. Family Two-
some bowling was held in November, and the year’s activities were 
closed by a well-attended Christmas party.
Youth Circle 104 members enjoyed a summer poolside picnic, Family 
Twosome bowling, and participation in the Lodge 786 Christmas party.
In November the California Federation held its 15th annual Slovenian 
Grape Harvest Festival in Fontana.
I continue to serve as vice president of Lodge 786 and vice president 
of the Federation of California Lodges. I also traveled to Enon Valley, 
Pa., to enjoy Slovenefest in July, and in September I was there again 
for the Wine & Sausage Festival.
In conclusion, I would like to thank all Region 6 members whose 
work and dedication made these activities happen, and look forward 
to another year of productive and enjoyable activity.
Fraternally,

FREDRICK J. MLAKAR
Region 6 Vice President

Miss SNPJ contestants at the Saturday night social.
On July 20 I hosted the Slovene Heritage Night at Classic Ballpark. 
Alexandria Perdan (604) sang the Slovenian national anthem. Kevin 
Richards and I set up an SNPJ table.
I attended National Days at the SNPJ Recreation Center over Labor 
Day weekend. I worked at the Sausage Festival held Sept. 16 at the 
SNPJ Farm. There were five sausage makers this year. Over 1,100 
people came out to enjoy the Slovenian sausages and listen to nine 
continuous hours of polka music. Rudy’s Meats from Eastlake was 
the big winner.
I attended the National Board meeting on Sept. 25 and then headed 
to the Recreation Center for the Wine & Sausage Festival.
At the end of September I underwent shoulder replacement surgery, 
which kept me out of commission for several months. Due to this 
event, I missed the annual Ohio Fraternal Alliance meeting on Oct. 
17; however, I was elected as president for 2016.
I recovered just in time to enjoy the Spartans Lodge bus trip to the 
Hollywood Casino in Toledo, Ohio, on Nov. 21. Afterward, we all 
headed to Tony Paco’s for their famous hot dogs.
Like last year, I attended and worked for the Polka Hall of Fame 
Thanksgiving Polka Weekend at the Downtown Marriott. I work 
with George Staiduhar, rounding up all the volunteers to man the 
admission tables.
Most Lodges end the year with Christmas parties, annual meetings 
and electing their officers for the new year. I continue to promote 
SNPJ and try to attend as many SNPJ events as my schedule permits.
Fraternally submitted,

LINDA GORJUP
Region 3 Vice President

Region 3 Vice President: Sis. Linda Gorjup
Motion to approve the report by Sis. RIGLER, second by Bro. HER-
VOL. Motion approved.

Region 4 Vice President: Sis. Tracey L. Anderson
Motion to approve the report by Bro. ANDERSON, second by Sis. 
RIGLER. Motion approved.

Region 5 Vice President: Sis. Tina Rigler
Motion to approve the report by Sis. GORJUP, second by Bro. 
MLAKAR. Motion approved.

Region 6 Vice President: Bro. Fredrick J. Mlakar
Motion to approve the report by Sis. ANDERSON, second by Sis. 
GORJUP. Motion approved.

Recreation Center Committee Report
March 2016
This report covers the last six months of 2015. Our staff is led by 
Director Tim Jergel. The full-time staff members include Operations 
Manager Sue Krispinsky, Maintenance Manager Jeff Wisneski and 
secretary Susan Zarella. Director Jergel, our key staff members, and 
the part-time and seasonal staff do a commendable job operating 
our facility.
The 34th annual Slovenefest was a cultural and financial success 
this past July. Admissions were about the same as the previous year, 
as was the profit. There were more than 20 bands and groups that 
performed. The many volunteers, staff and committee worked hard 
to make it a successful weekend.
The schedule for the 2016 Slovenefest was completed by November. 
Jim Curl took care of booking the entertainment. A preliminary pro-
motional flyer was distributed by Kathy Paulenich during the Polka 
Hall of Fame Thanksgiving Weekend and at various events in Florida.
The Fraternal Weekend held in August was a success. The weekend 
started with music in the Gostilna on Friday night. A free-admission 
picnic dance at the Upper Pavilion with two bands attracted a good 
crowd. Balina and bean bag tournaments took place with great 
participation. The cabins were fully booked as well. Many thanks to 
the key volunteers, such as Wendy and Butch Kinney, Stan Repos 
and several others, including Karen Pintar and Kevin Richards. The 
event was created to help support the Recreation Center.
National SNPJ Days held during Labor Day weekend was a suc-
cess. The Brigita Šuler Ansambel from Slovenia performed for the 
Heritage Center reception and in the Gostilna on Friday night. The 
SNPJ Slovenian Heritage Center Committee hosted a polka dance 
and jam session at the historic barn in celebration of the 50th sn-
niversary of the “Campsite” groundbreaking. This was reminiscent 
of the first sounds of polka music on the property in 1965 for the 
Thursday night summer polka jam sessions held in the same red barn. 
The national athletic events took place during the weekend as well.
The Recreation Center continued to host polka entertainment in the 
Gostilna on Friday nights throughout the season. Saturday night 
bingo served as a popular activity in the Gostilna during the season.  
Friday night entertainment and bingo will continue for 2016.
The committee appreciates the $13,500 contribution from the SNPJ 
Slovenian Heritage Center that helped cover the cost of the Lower 
Pavilion drop-down curtains which provide weather protection for 
events. The SNPJ National Board approved naming the pavilion to 
now be called the “Heritage Pavilion.”
Our wedding bookings continue to do reasonably well; however, the 
Alpine Room experienced an unusually high number of cancellations 
in 2015 compared to previous years. This resulted in a lower profit 
by approximately $30,000 (17 percent) compared to the year 2014 
which was the peak year for the Alpine Room. With the addition of 
the drop-down sides and expanded parking at the Heritage Pavilion, 
we are hoping to book receptions at this location as well.
The pool had one of its best years financially. Admissions were 
significantly higher than the previous year. The weather certainly 
contributes to this. The Tiki Bar also had a very good year with 
revenues up from the previous year.
This was the third year for the Wine & Sausage Festival which takes 
place in late September at the Upper Pavilion. Director Jergel led the 
effort to start this festival. It has successfully grown in attendance 
each year. We thank the staff and volunteers for their help.
Our summer well that feeds the water tower had some emergency 
work done in August. The work included installing a new pump, 
piping, and drilling to re-develop the well. The old pump lasted 
approximately 18 years, which is quite a bit longer than the typical 
10 years. The total cost was $17,093, which was approved by the 
SNPJ Executive Committee.
The following is a summary of the year-end financial report for the 
year 2015:
 Total Revenue .......................... $932,827
 Total Expenditures .................$1,168,115
 Net Loss ................................ ($235,288)
A detailed financial report is attached. The 2016 budget is also 
included as an attachment.

Our facility and property is something to be proud of. The grounds 
look great and inviting. Everyone is encouraged to take advantage 
of our beautiful SNPJ Recreation Center as we continue promoting 
our fraternal activities and programs.
Respectfully submitted,

SNPJ RECREATION CENTER COMMITTEE
JOSEPH C. EVANISH, Committee Chairman

VINCENT BASELJ
JIM CURL

DAVID CUSHMAN
JERRY R. HLEBAK
CATHY KALENITS
RONALD CADEz

TONY BOLE, Honorary Member
JOSEPH JURICICH, Honorary Member

SNPJ Recreation Center Financial Report 
as of Dec. 31, 2015
  Revenue Expense Profit/(Loss)
Cabins $94,640 $30,355 $64,285 
Dances $14,708 $13,198 $1,510 
Dining Room $44,404 $41,570 $2,834 
Gostilna $122,752 $107,460 $15,292 
Pool $51,370 $47,868 $3,502
Slovenefest $89,301 $58,078 $31,223 
Trailer Court $94,875 $25,628 $69,247
Wedding/Banquet $363,570 $211,702 $151,868 
Misc. Revenue $57,207 $12,147 $45,060 
Overhead Expenses
 Salary & Wages  $259,787 
 Utilities  $95,623 
 Real Estate Taxes  $75,506 
 Insurance  $71,783 
 Depreciation  $3,574
 Maintenance  $56,680 
 Office & Administration  $31,753
 Major Maintenance Projects  $23,349
 Federal Income Taxes  $2,054
 Total Overhead Expenses   ($620,109)
Totals   $932,827 $1,168,115 ($235,288)

SNPJ Recreation Center 2016 Budget 
  Revenue Expense Profit/(Loss)
Cabins $100,000 $25,000 $75,000 
Dances $20,000 $15,000 $5,000 
Dining Room $45,000 $40,000 $5,000 
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    Increase/
Description 2015 2014 (Decrease)Slovene National Benefit Society

Detailed Financial Report for the year ending Dec. 31, 2015

    Increase/
Description 2015 2014 (Decrease)
Life Premiums
 First Year Premium  $132,545   $225,965   $(93,420)
 Renewal Premium 1,483,989  1,348,023  135,965 
 Single Premium 87,237  171,565  (84,329)
 Refunds Applied to Paid-Up Additions 105,818  104,237  1,581 
 Less: Reinsurance Premiums Paid (218,933) (196,640) (22,292)
 Net Life Premiums 1,590,656  1,653,150  (62,495)

A & H Premiums
 Sick Benefit Premium 12,129  13,691  (1,562)
 Operation and Hospital & Recup Premium 14,886  16,369  (1,483)
 Total A & H Premiums 27,015  30,060  (3,044)

Annuity Considerations
 Annuity - First Year 7,041,063  6,576,944  464,119 
 Annuity - Renewal 438,914  1,682,015  (1,243,101)
 Deposit Administration Contract 80,000  200,000  (120,000)
 Total Annuity Considerations 7,559,977  8,458,959  (898,982)
Total Premiums & Annuity Considerations 9,177,648  10,142,169  (964,521)

Gross Investment Income
 Interest on Bonds 9,385,242  9,736,000  (350,758)
 Dividends on Stock 419  445  (25)
 Interest on Mortgage Loans 11,100  11,914  (814)
 Interest on Cash and Short Term Investments 110  194  (84)
 Income on Real Estate 90,000  90,000  0 
 Interest on Certificate Loans 33,307  33,731  (424)
 Total Gross Investment Income 9,520,178  9,872,283  (352,105)

Less Investment Expense
 Home Office: Deprec., Insur., Tax, Utility & Other 134,465  153,644  (19,179)
 Recreation Center: Disbursements & Depreciation 289,617  279,839  9,778 
 Management, Custodial, Banking & Other Fees 219,154  219,786  (632)
 Salaries, Benefits & Board Travel - Investment 135,234  112,416  22,818 
 Total Investment Expense 778,469  765,684  12,785 
Net Investment Income 8,741,709  9,106,599  (364,890)
Amortization of IMR 256,134  149,290  106,844 
Total Aggregate Write-In for Misc. Income 28,107  22,171  5,936 
Total Income 18,203,598  19,420,229  (1,216,631)

Death Benefits
 Death Claims 1,874,761  1,608,265  266,496 
 Reinsurance Recovered (124,236) (16,048) (108,188)
 Total Death Benefits 1,750,525  1,592,216  158,309 
 Total Matured Endowments 78,604  52,912  25,692 

Annuity & Pension Benefits
 Pensions Paid 175,832  175,868  (36)
 Annuity Benefits 12,206,461  9,833,867  2,372,594 
 Total Annuity & Pension Benefits 12,382,293  10,009,735  2,372,558 

Operation, Accident & Health
 Sick Benefit Claims 11,579  14,902  (3,323)
 Operation Claims 16,952  19,232  (2,280)
 Waiver of Assessment  309  321  (12)
 Total Operation, Accident & Health 28,840  34,455  (5,615)
Total Surrender Benefits 374,182  438,689  (64,508)
Interest on Certificate or Contract Fund 10,927  11,623  (695)
Payments on Suppl. Contracts w/Life Contgy. 0  0  0 

Slovene National Benefit Society
Balance Sheet as of Dec. 31, 2015
    Increase/
Assets: 12/31/2015 12/31/2014 (Decrease)
 Bonds  $196,864,044   $193,306,654   $3,557,390 
 Preferred Stocks 0  0  0 
 Common Stocks 18,034  18,380  (347)
 Mortgage Loans 379,194  413,588  (34,394)
 Real Estate 2,561,070  2,680,787  (119,717)
 Cash and Short Term Investments 1,073,952  2,554,271  (1,480,319)
 Certificate Loans 786,505  812,128  (25,623)
 Other Invested Assets 1,230,643  1,386,449  (155,805)
 Investment Income Due & Accrued 2,188,717  2,107,190  81,527 
 Premiums Due 18,850  14,721  4,129 
 Amounts Recoverable from Reinsurer 50,000  0  50,000 
 EDP Equipment and Software 2,512  5,025  (2,512)
 Total Admitted Assets  $205,173,522   $203,299,192   $1,874,330
Liabilities:   
 Reserve for Life & Annuity  $191,595,893   $190,736,530   $859,363 
 Reserve for Sick & Operation 234,996  345,219  (110,223)
 Liability for Deposit-type Contracts 382,054  382,061  (7)
 Life Claims 281,569  273,556  8,013 
 Accident & Health Claims 23,655  29,954  (6,299)
 Refund Payable 66,905  128,429  (61,524)
 Premiums Received in Advance 66,965  69,193  (2,228)
 Interest Maintenance Reserve (IMR) 1,327,304  1,273,704  53,600 
 Expenses Due & Accrued 441,110  373,748  67,362 
 Unearned Investment Income 16,018  16,183  (165)
 Total Remittances & Items Not Allocated 3,479,286  2,894,399  584,887 
 Asset Valuation Reserve (AVR) 1,178,395  865,463  312,932 
 Write In for Liabilities 287,886  401,808  (113,922)
 Total Liabilities 199,382,036  197,790,248  1,591,788 
 Surplus 5,791,486  5,508,945  282,541 
 Total Liabilities & Surplus  $205,173,522   $203,299,192   $1,874,330 
Cash Flow:   
 Cash in transit and in banks 12-31-14 ......................................................................... $2,554,271 
 Premiums Collected Net of Reinsurance .............................................9,170,142 
 Net Investment Income ........................................................................9,087,724 
 Proceeds from Investments Sold, Matured or Repaid .......................30,905,261 
 Miscellaneous Income & Other Cash Provided ......................................791,998 ....... 49,955,125 
 Total Receipts and in Bank .......................................................................................... 52,509,396 
 Benefit Payments ...............................................................................14,691,005 
 Commissions & Expenses Paid ...........................................................2,784,850 
 Cost of Investments Acquired ............................................................33,823,005 
 Refunds Paid ..........................................................................................125,799
 Net Other Cash Applied ............................................................................10,786 ....... 51,435,445 
 Cash in transit and in banks 12-31-15 ......................................................................... $1,073,951 

Slovene National Benefit Society
Summary of Operations for the year ending Dec. 31, 2015
     Increase/
Description 2015 2014 (Decrease)
 Life Premium  $1,590,656   $1,653,150   $(62,495)
 Annuity Considerations 7,559,977  8,458,959  (898,982)
 Accident & Health Premiums 27,015  30,060  (3,044)
Total Premium & Annuity Considerations 9,177,648  10,142,169  (964,521)
 Gross Investment Income 9,520,178  9,872,283  (352,105)
 Investment Expense (778,469) (765,684) (12,785)
Net Investment Income 8,741,709  9,106,599  (364,890)
Amortization of Interest Maintenance Reserve 256,134  149,290  106,844 
Miscellaneous Income 28,107  22,171  5,936 
Total Income 18,203,598  19,420,229  (1,216,631)
 Death Benefits 1,750,525  1,592,216  158,309 
 Matured Endowments 78,604  52,912  25,692 
 Annuity Benefits 12,382,293  10,009,735  2,372,558 
 Operation, Accident & Health Benefits 28,840  34,455  (5,615)
 Surrender Benefits 374,182  438,689  (64,508)
 Interest on Certificate Fund 10,927  11,623  (695)
 Increase in Life Reserves 623,418  507,562  115,856 
 Increase in Annuity Reserves 235,945  3,471,603  (3,235,658)
 Increase in Health Reserves (110,223) (35,998) (74,225)
 Commissions 261,811  254,214  7,597 
 General & Fraternal Expenses 2,363,144  2,686,604  (323,461)
 Insurance Taxes, Licenses & Fees 133,097  129,356  3,741 
 Increase in Loading on Uncollected Premium 1,148  (1,505) 2,654 
Total Expenses 18,133,710  19,151,466  (1,017,756)
Net Gain from Operations Before Refunds 69,888  268,763  (198,875)
Refunds to Members 64,276  125,448  (61,173)
Net Gain Before Realized Capital Gain/(Loss) 5,612  143,315  (137,702)
Net Realized Capital Gain/(Loss) 388,077  237,269  150,808 
Net Income  $393,689   $380,584   $13,105 

Surplus Account: 12/31/15 12/31/14
Surplus, Dec. 31, previous year  $5,508,945   $5,772,382
Net Income from Operations 393,689  380,584
Change in Net Unrealized Gains/(Loss) 67,315  (13,942)
Change in Non-Admitted Assets 134,469  (351,290)
Change in Asset Valuation Reserve (312,932) (278,790)
Net Change in Surplus for the Year 282,541  (263,438)
Surplus as of Statement Date  $5,791,486   $5,508,945

Increase in Reserve for Life, A&H & Annuities
 Change in Reserves - Life $623,418  $507,562  $115,856 
 Change in Reserves - Annuities 235,945  3,471,603  (3,235,658)
 Change in Reserves - Accident & Health (110,223) (35,998) (74,225)
 Total Increase(Decrease) in Reserves 749,140  3,943,168  (3,194,028)

Commissions
 Life Commissions 148,803  134,724  14,079 
 Annuity Commissions 96,407  108,535  (12,128)
 Campaign Awards 16,601  10,955  5,646 
 Total Commissions 261,811  254,214  7,597 

General Insurance & Fraternal Expenses
 Rent 90,000  90,000  0 
 Salaries & Wages 837,359  769,939  67,420 
 Director/National Board Fees 27,900  26,845  1,055 
 Employee Benefits 140,903  151,624  (10,721)
 Pension Plan Deposit 80,000  200,000  (120,000)
 Employee Education Expenses 1,196  2,099  (904)
 Legal Fees & Expenses 26,259  41,247  (14,988)
 Medical Examinations/Underwriting 15,665  13,223  2,442 
 Actuarial & Auditing Fees 136,895  128,295  8,600 
 Travel Expenses 49,412  67,210  (17,798)
 Advertising/Promotional Items 41,909  40,776  1,133 
 Postage & Telephone 74,570  109,390  (34,821)
 Office Supplies, Printing & Stationery 16,212  50,039  (33,827)
 Computer Supplies, Equipment & Depreciation 167,204  223,493  (56,290)
 Machine Service, Repairs & Rentals 13,326  13,348  (22)
 Books & Periodicals 6,042  6,408  (367)
 Bureau & Association Dues 9,750  13,955  (4,205)
 Insurance & Surety Bonds 22,388  21,496  892 
 Sundry General 11,880  11,431  449 
 Donations - Charitable 9,055  3,175  5,880 
 Sales Department 2,284  2,417  (133)
 Publication: PROSVETA 224,705  256,446  (31,741)
 Publication: The Voice of Youth 8,694  20,616  (11,922)
 Quadrennial Convention 70,000  57,817  12,183 
 Athletics 21,387  29,871  (8,484)
 Miss SNPJ Pageant & Travel 22,841  19,605  3,235 
 Youth/Young Adult Programming 30,850  33,718  (2,867)
 Lodge & Secretary Awards 158,152  153,668  4,485 
 Fraternal Expense - Other 46,307  128,452  (82,145)
 Total General & Fraternal Expenses 2,363,144  2,686,604  (323,461)

Insurance Taxes, Licenses & Fees
 State Insurance Department Licenses & Fees 49,721  50,211  (490)
 Employment Taxes 83,377  79,145  4,231 
 Total Insurance Taxes, Licenses & Fees 133,097  129,356  3,741 
Increase in Loading on Uncollected Premium 1,148  (1,505) 2,654 
Total Expenses 18,133,710  19,151,466  (1,017,756)
Net Gain from Operations Before Refunds 69,888  268,763  (198,875)

Refunds to Members
 Refunds Paid in Cash 9,006  17,000  (7,994)
 Refunds Left to Accumulate at Interest 2,339  5,074  (2,735)
 Refunds Applied to Paid-Up Additions 52,931  103,374  (50,443)
 Total Refund to Members 64,276  125,448  (61,173)
Net Gain Before Realized Capital Gain/(Loss) 5,612  143,315  (137,702)

Net Realized Capital Gains or (Losses)
 Gain on Disposal of Investment 886,751  765,712  121,039 
 Loss on Disposal of Investment (188,940) (14,188) (174,752)
 Amortization of IMR (Transfer to IMR) (309,734) (514,255) 204,521 
 Total Net Realized Capital Gain/(Loss) 388,077  237,269  150,808 

Net Income  $393,689   $380,584   $13,105 
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SNPJ Recreation Center 2016 Budget (cnt’d.)
  Revenue Expense Profit/(Loss)
Gostilna $125,000 $100,000 $25,000 
Pool w/Tiki Bar $55,000 $45,000 $10,000
Slovenefest $95,000 $55,000 $40,000 
Trailer Court $95,000 $25,000 $70,000 
Wedding/Banquet $360,000 $210,000 $150,000 
Misc. Revenue $60,000 $10,000 $50,000 
Overhead Expenses
 Salary & Wages  $255,000 
 Utilities  $90,000 
 Real Estate Taxes  $75,000 
 Insurance  $70,000 
 Depreciation  $3,000
 Maintenance  $50,000 
 Office & Administration  $30,000
 Major Maintenance Projects  $25,000
 Total Overhead Expenses   ($598,000)
Totals   $955,000 $1,123,000 ($168,000)

Recreation Center Committee Report
Bro. ANDERSON motions to recess as the SNPJ National Board 
and convene as the SNPJ Recreation Center Committee. Motion 
approved.
President EVANISH highlights the report, stating that wedding busi-
ness was down in 2015 approximately $30,000 due largely to 12 
cancellations in the year; this affected cabin rentals, which were also 
down; the cost of electricity has risen; wedding bookings are also 
down for 2016 as there is more competition in the area; rates for the 
cabins, barn rental and Slovenefest have increased; the trailer rent 
went up; fraternal weeks rates have increased; and some projects 
that were large project expenses, such as parking lot expansion, 
and boiler and well repair, were completed.
President EVANISH reports that the Recreation Center Committee 
recommends that the board approve a cost of $25,000 per cabin with 
a $3,000 contingency per cabin to update two of the large cabins.
Discussion on the amount previously approved, renovations planned, 
and other comments by Sisters ANDERSON, PINTAR and GORJUP, 
and Brothers HERVOL and BASELJ.
Bro. NOVAK presents the Audit Committee comments regarding the 
deficit at the SNPJ Recreation Center and their recommendations. 

Questions and comments by Sisters RIGLER and GORJUP, and 
Bro. BASELJ.
Motion by Bro. ANDERSON, second by Bro. HERVOL, to recess 
as the Recreation Center Committee and reconvene as the SNPJ 
National Board. Motion approved.

Motion by Bro. MLAKAR, second by Sis. ANDERSON, that given 
we have to reduce the deficit at the SNPJ Recreation Center, and 
in light of the comments given on the deficit by the independent 
auditor, that the Recreation Center Committee, in conjunction with 
the SNPJ Executive Committee, come up with a plan with the goal 
of breaking even at the Recreation Center in five years, the plan to 
be presented at the September meeting. Motion approved.
Motion by Sis. ANDERSON, second by Sis. GORJUP, that the Rec-
reation Center budgeted loss for 2016 be reduced by 10 percent. 
Motion approved.
Motion made by Bro. HERVOL, second by Sis. GORJUP, that we 
renovate two of the large cabins at the SNPJ Recreation Center at 
a cost not to exceed $28,000 each. Motion approved.
Motion by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro. ANDERSON, to approve 
the Recreation Center Committee report. Motion approved.

Young Adult Representative Report
Young Adult Representative Nathan Bucar thanks the board for al-
lowing the Young Adults to have a voice at National Board meetings. 
He reports that this year’s Young Adult Conference will be a work 
weekend, and they will be doing the highway cleanup as well as a 
community service or charitable project.

Compensation Committee
The National Board Compensation Committee is to present their 
report. Motion by Bro. HERVOL, second by Bro. ANDERSON, that 
the National Board go into executive session for the purpose of 
discussing executive compensation. Motion approved, and the three 
officers, Young Adult Representative, and all guests are excused 
from the meeting.
When the National Board comes out of executive session, the board 
approved officer compensation after discussion with the National 
Board Compensation Committee on a motion made by Bro. CLIF-
FORD, second by Bro. HERVOL.

National Athletic Board Elections
The slate of candidates is presented, and no one running has any 
opposition. A motion is made by Bro. HERVOL, second by Sis. 
RIGLER, to elect all those running. Motion approved.

Miscellaneous Business
Dividends
A motion is made by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Sis. GORJUP, 
to ratify the National Board e-mail vote to reduce dividends by 50 
percent effective as of March 1, 2016. Motion approved.

Pension Plan
Sis. PINTAR presents the wording for an amendment to an amend-
ment to the Employees Pension Plan. Bro. ANDERSON, second by 
Bro. HERVOL, motions to amend the amendment to the Employees 
Pension Plan to clarify the benefit language in the document.

Website
President EVANISH presents the website proposal that each board 
member received. Questions and comments by Bro. MLAKAR and 
Sis. RIGLER. Sis. ANDERSON motions to accept the website de-
velopment proposal from 3Seed at an approximate cost of $22,000, 
second by Sis. GORJUP. Motion approved.

Property
President EVANISH informed the board that the Lodge 292 property 
in Avella, Pa., is up for sale. Any proceeds will go to repay the grants 
from the Home Office to the Lodge.
Motion is made by Sis. ANDERSON, second by Bro. NOVAK, that 
any monies received from the Westmoreland Federation from the 
sale of the Evanstown, Pa., property after the reimbursable grants 
are repaid go toward the cabin refurbishment project at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. Motion approved.

Lodge and Secretary Awards
After much discussion on the current system of Lodge and secretary 
awards, the board instructed the Executive Committee to develop a 
plan to pay some type of award that is not based on premium renewal 
and present this plan at the next board meeting.

President EVANISH informs the board that our asset manager, Wel-
lington Management Company, will present the board educational 
seminar at the September 2016 meeting, and that independent 
auditor Leo Hannah will present the board educational seminar in 
March 2017.
A motion is made by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Sis. GORJUP, 
that the next meeting of the SNPJ National Board be held Sept. 16, 
2016. Motion approved.
Motion made by Bro. NOVAK, second by Bro. ANDERSON, to adjourn 
at 3:35 p.m. Motion approved.
Respectfully submitted,

KAREN A. PINTAR, FLMI, CCP, AIAA
National Secretary/COO

by LEE JACKOPIN (355)
SNPJ Farm Board

KIRTLAND, Ohio — The 
2016 Beaverdale Reunion will 
be held Sunday, June 26, from 
noon to 7 p.m. at the SNPJ 
Farm in Kirtland. Spartans 
Lodge 576 is hosting this 
picnic and will start serving 
delicious dinners and sand-
wiches at 2 p.m. Joe Novak’s 
group will play from 3 to 7 
p.m. There will be a group 
picture around 4:30 p.m., and a 
moment of silence for relatives 
and friends who are deceased 
or in poor health.

Come on out and reunite 
with friends and relatives from 
Pennsylvania. When you ar-

rive, head to the registration 
and records area at the large 
“Beaverdale/Dunlo Reunion” 
banner to the left side of the 
pavilion. After you sign in, 
enjoy reminiscing, take some 
pictures and catch up with old 
acquaintances from the small 
towns in the coal mining region 
of Cambria County, including 
Krayn, Lloydell, Portage, Sid-
man, South Fork, Wilmore and 
all the others.

The many people who 
moved to the Cleveland area 
before and after World War II 
started this reunion 71 years 
ago. The tradition stopped a 
couple of times and the exact 
number of reunions held is 

unknown, but remarkably, the 
Beaverdale Reunion continues.

In 1989, several people (now 
deceased) organized reunions 
for the spring and fall at the 
Strawberry Lane Park in Wil-
loughby, Ohio. A problem was 
that Jim Ilersich had to arrive 
at 3 a.m. to claim the pavilion. 
So, since 1990, the now-annual 
Beaverdale Reunion is always 
held at the SNPJ Farm on the 
last Sunday of June so it’s easy 
to remember! This will be the 
27th consecutive Beaverdale 
Reunion at the Farm. It’s 
noteworthy that some second-
generation members not born 
in Beaverdale or Pennsylvania 
still participate in the Beaver-

dale Reunion and help it to 
continue in memory of their 
parents.

Please pass the word about 
the 2016 Beaverdale/Dunlo 
Reunion among your relatives 
and friends. The fun will take 
place at the SNPJ Farm on the 
last Sunday in June. Let’s have 
another great reunion with lots 
of folks from the small coal 
mining towns of Pennsylvania!

The SNPJ Farm is located 
on Heath Road in Kirtland, 
south of Route 6, about two 
and a half miles east of Route 
306 and a little more than three 
miles west of Auburn Road. For 
additional information contact 
Lee Jackopin at (440) 943-3170.

SNPJ Farm hosting the annual Beaverdale Reunion50-Year Members
June 2016
 Lodge Member
 5 Allan A. Lunder
 6 Patricia M. Berger
 41 Joseph A. Shuster
 41 Joan Kratofil
 87 Linda R. Harvey
 106 Joseph F. Vidmar
 106 Daniel S. Morgan
 142 Constance M. Lewis
 158 Candace J. Egenolf
 218 Dennis M. Sayotovich
 223 Martha M. Chomko
 223 Beverly A. Pegg
 225 Cheryl M. Lindy
 254 John J. Rozum

Lodge Member
 257 Robert E. Holmok
 257 Barbara A. Dacar
 518 Diana L. Devereaux
 566 Thomas A. Aldrich
 584 Carol A. Bender
 677 M. Jayne Smithers
 686 Frank M. Gole
 686 Donna Mae Haapala
 689 Barbara L. Jewkes
 721 Barry J. Struble
 723 Stephan A. Kasprzyk
 723 William D. Campbell
 771 Nora M. Sainato
 771 David V. Perrone

60-Year Members
June 2016
 Lodge Member
 87 John M. Indof
 218 John Klovas Jr.
 265 Elizabeth Gurosko
 449 Emil Kritzer
 562 William G. Bartolovich

Lodge Member
 643 Patricia A. Harper
 721 Ivan Toncic
 721 Shirley A. Moore
 781 Kenneth Kamikar

 Lodge Member
 A02 Emil R. Bartolowits
 FD4 Alex R. Kikel
 6 Margaret J. Brobeck
 31 Frances Gaydek
 41 Kenneth F. Kladnik
 41 Robert J. Riddle
 126 Josephine Fortuna
 158 Margaret Moore

70-Year Members
June 2016

Lodge Member
 218 Irene C. Faidiga
 225 Norella J. Parker
 225 Mildred Randell
 321 Louise Vett
 576 Vida Zak
 584 Shirley A. Diciaula
 749 Dorothy Butler

This recording includes 17 of the most popular polkas 
& waltzes recorded. It is comprised of songs from the 
past, tunes from the present & newly recorded material. 
This is the second in a series of releases in which all 
instrumental & vocal parts are performed by Dick Tady.

Richard Allen Michael Tady

with more great American-Slovenian
polka & waltz hits — button box style!

Make check or money order payable to:

(412) 580-0236  •  dicktadydto@verizon.net

New Recording Release

Richard A. Tady
152 Cambridge Dr.
Harwick, PA 15049

CDs are $19 each
($15 + $4 postage & handling)

Between their Easter party at Amen Corner and 
their Join Hands Day clean-up project in Todd 
Park, Golden Eagles Lodge 643 members were 
busy this spring!

LODGE 643 PROJECT
FROM PAGE 1 

Kathy Nail and others for mak-
ing this a very successful youth 
program.

Many thanks as well to Lodge 
643 Treasurer Joan Twaddle for 
handling the finances. Lest we for-
get the Easter Bunny, who made 
his usual cameo appearance for 
the children, hopping in and out 
to much fanfare. The appearance 
was orchestrated by Jack Twaddle. 
Thank you, Jack, for another job 
well done!

Mark your calendar for Sunday, 
Aug. 14, from 3 to 7 p.m. for our 
annual polka dance at Kuzman’s 
in Girard. The dance will feature 
the music of the Turcola-Kravos 
Orchestra.

Happy 80th birthday to Lodge 
643 President Ray Kovac! Just 
remember, Ray, that age is merely 
the number of years the world has 
been enjoying you!

The next Golden Eagles Lodge 
643 meeting will be held Thurs-
day, June 16, starting at 6:30 
p.m. at Amen Corner. We’ll see 
you there!

Easter, Join Hands Day project 
keep Lodge 643 busy in the spring

Please use this form so PROSVETA will move with you. Type or print name and 
new address in the space provided below. Mail to: PROSVETA, circulation, 247 
West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA  15126-9774; or e-mail snpj@snpj.com.

Name __________________________________________________________
New Address ____________________________________________________
City/State/Zip ____________________________________________________

Attach old 
mailing 

label

New Address?

submitted by Lynn Zalokar
St. Cyril Anniversary Committee 

NEW YORK — The Slovenian 
Church of St. Cyril in New York City 
(62 St. Marks Place, between 1st and 
2nd avenues in the East Village) is 
celebrating its 100th anniversary on 
Sunday, Oct. 16. 

The church would like to spread 
the word to anyone who has family, 
friends or ancestors who may have 
attended St. Cyril over the past 100 
years. We know there have been SNPJ 
and KSKJ lodges in New York City, as 
well as Slovenian Union of America 
branches. There may be other orga-
nizations we’re not aware of. 

The anniversary committee is 
looking for names, photos and 
stories before July 15. For informa-
tion, contact vajkusa@gmail.com or 
phone (646) 464- 3631. Hvala in mir 
ljubezen!

Plans forming 
for a Slovenian 
celebration in 
New York



PROSVETA Crossword
Ancient Myths (#0616) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. Greek letter and ancient
 symbol of death
6. First prime number
9. ___ of March
13. Curvaceous, as in a woman
14. Common furniture wood
15. “___ and beyond”
16. September stone
17. E in BCE
18. Downy duck
19. *Remus’ twin
21. *The first woman, Greek
 mythology
23. *Chinese zodiac animal
24. Engage
25. Adherent of Taoism
28. Additionally
30. Central vein of a leaf
35. *Viracocha worshipper
37. Smidge or scintilla
39. *Roman goddess of the hunt
40. South American monkey
41. Lowest Hindu caste
43. Give the cold shoulder
44. Improve or rectify
46. Theater section
47. At this point
48. *Hegemone and Chloris
 were ___ deities
50. Clinton’s #2
52. Moray, e.g.
53. “The ____ have it”

55. Foe of illegal aliens
57. “With a rumbly in his tumbly, 
 but not even a ___ of honey...”
61. *Half man, half horse
65. Leisurely walk
66. *Pandora’s box was actually 
 this
68. High wave caused by tidal flow
69. “Home Improvement” star
70. Exclamation of surprise
71. Tapestry
72. Not to be confused with “want”
73. Small dog’s bark
74. Doled out, as in cards

DOWN
1. Kind of ski lift
2. Designer Boss
3. Test
4. Add
5. Female aviation pioneer
6. Little piggies?
7. *The Trojan ___
8. Giraffe’s cousin
9. In the same place, when
 citing a reference
10. Popular symbol of extinction
11. ____ after
12. Plural of serum
15. *An epic by Virgil
20. a.k.a. tangelos
22. *Greek mythology tells that 
 humans originally had 4 of this

24. Ballpark staples
25. *Cronus or Oceanus
26. True inner self
27. The kids in “Eight is Enough,”
 e.g.
29. *Psyche, Greek godess of
 the ____
31. DIRECTV competitor
32. Hindu queen
33. Habituate
34. Confusion of voices
36. Hokkaido native
38. *Jason’s vessel
42. Eagle’s home
45. *To be slayed by a knight
49. *On Cyclops’ forehead
51. *Group of nine deities in
 Egyptian mythology
54. Relish
56. Don’t take one’s eyes off
57. Bridge, e.g.
58. Stag
59. A small island
60. Act
61. Weather may affect its
 yield
62. City of Taj Mahal
63. Caspian basin river
64. One R in R&R
67. “Bingo!”

The solution to puzzle #0616 will 
run in the July 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media

by KEVIN RICHARDS
Lodge 106

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Greet-
ings from SNPJ Lodge 106 
in Imperial. Please note that 
there will be no bar bingo on 
Thursday, June 9.

The car cruises continue at 
Lodge 106! Our next cruise 
is scheduled Sunday, June 5, 
with Renewed Memories II 
providing the entertainment. 
The Sunday, July 17, cruise 
will feature entertainment by 
The Messengers. To honor 

Elvis Week, our Sunday, Aug. 
14, car cruise will feature 
“Elvis Lives: A Tribute to the 
King!” Our final car cruise of 
the season will be a “Black & 
Gold” car cruise on Sunday, 
Sept. 18, during which we’ll 
hand out SNPJ Lodge 106 
Car Cruise Terrible Towels. At 
each car cruise, dash plaques 
will be given to the first 50 
car owners.

As always, our car cruises 
run from noon until 4 p.m. and 
feature live entertainment, a 

food buffet, drinks, a 50/50 
drawing and door prizes; all 
on our level, paved parking 
lot and in our air-conditioned 
clubroom. Bikes are welcome, 
and the Coors Light and Miller 
Lite Girls will be on-site for 
select car cruises.

You are cordially invited to 
join Lodge 106 as we celebrate 
25 years of independence 
of the Republic of Slovenia 
on Thursday, June 9, in the 
Imperial Room at Lodge 106 
from 6 to 8 p.m. This celebra-

tion will feature two honored 
guests, Minister for Slovenians 
Abroad Mr. Gorazd Žmavc, 
and Secretary of Ministry for 
Slovenians Abroad Dr. Zvone 
Žigon. Entertainment will be 
provided by Frank and Darryl 
Valencic, with complimen-
tary appetizers as well as a 
Slovenian wine tasting with 
a cash bar. 

Another “Seems Like Old 
Times Dance” has been sched-
uled in the Imperial Room for 
Sunday, June 26, from 7 to 10 

p.m. Our kitchen will open 
at 5 p.m. and offer a bounti-
ful buffet for $10. Enjoy the 
Wally Merriman Group for this 
ballroom-style dance as we cel-
ebrate the music of America’s 
greatest generation. Admission 
is $8 at the door.

Lodge 106 is proud to host 
the American Slovene Day 
Picnic Sunday, July 31. En-
tertainment will be provided 
by the Frank Stanger Band 
and there will be food booths 
throughout our grounds.

Would you like to receive 
periodic e-mails from SNPJ 
Lodge 106 about upcoming 
events and important an-
nouncements? If so, send an 
e-mail to snpj106@gmail.com 
and we will add you to our list. 

Keep track of all the activ-
ity we have going on at Lodge 
106 by visiting the “Upcoming 
Events” page on our website, 
www.snpjimperialpa.com. 
Be sure to check out SNPJ 
Lodge 106 on Facebook and 
“Like” us.

Join Imperial Lodge 106 for a celebration of Slovenian independence

ANNOUNCE IT

Local magazine features
Lodge 274 young adult

by ARLENE JOHNS
Johnstown Magazine

JOHNSTOWN, Pa. — The following article highlighting 
the accomplishments of SNPJ Lodge 274 member Kailey 
Verbickey was written by Arlene Johns and featured in a 
recent issue of Johnstown Magazine:

Kailey Verbickey of Johnstown is the daughter of Denise 
Slonac and Joseph Verbickey. She is a graduate of Bishop 
McCort High School and has just finished her third year 
at Duquesne University where she is pursuing a bachelor’s 
degree in nursing.

In 2015, Kailey was crowned Miss Pennsylvania Interna-
tional. Her platform, Cuddles for Kids, collects therapeutic 
items such as teddy bears, toys and books for children 
and adults in hospitals and nursing homes. “CFK not only 
provides a teddy bear, but gives a sense of security, love 
and hope to overcome whatever obstacle they are facing in 
their life,” she says.

At Duquesne, Kailey has established an annual fund-
raiser to raise money for children with autism as well as 
donating teddy bears and supplies to the students at High-
lands Regional Center for Autism. As the promotional chair 
for CFK, this past summer, she helped to aid a young boy 
who, because of his condition, could not interact socially 
with others and never had a birthday party. His mother 
explained that he loves getting mail so, with the help of 
several universities across the world, she was able to send 
thousands of birthday cards and bears for his 8th birthday.

Over the past year, Kailey has partnered with over 50 
different regional and national organizations, some of which 
include The American Heart Association, Autism Speaks, 
The Ronald McDonald House, Children’s Hospital and 
the American Cancer Society to help thousands find peace 
through the help of therapeutic bears.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Published May 2016, copyright © Johnstown 
Magazine, 2016, all rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.

by JEAN KOCI
Lodge 786 Secretary/Treasurer

ORANGE COUNTY, Calif. 
— By the time you read this, the 
Temecula Wine & Beer Tasting 
Picnic will be over. You’ll hear 
all about this event in the July 
PRoSvETA issue. At this writ-
ing, we’re looking forward to 
having another great time with 
family, friends, newcomers, 
and lovers of wine, beer, good 
food and great music. 

The next Orange Coast 
Lodge 786 event is the Sunday, 
July 17, BBQ & Swim Party 
at Rancho Niguel Recreation 
Park in Laguna Niguel, Calif. 
This is a day when the kids 
really have a great time in the 
various pools, take part in the 
water balloon toss, and enjoy 
burgers and brats from the 
grill. The adults also enjoy all 
of those same activities and 
good things to eat. It’s really 

a day for everyone, from tots 
to seniors! Mark your calendar 
now so you don’t forget.

As usual, the Lodge will 
provide the meat, buns, condi-
ments, paper goods and char-
coal. We ask that everyone 
else bring something to add to 
the meal, such as appetizers, 
salads, side dishes or desserts. 
We also ask that you bring 
your own favorite beverage! 
We hope to have some other 
games to keep your interest as 
well. Of course, the basketball 
and volleyball courts might 
draw the interest of some, but 
be sure to bring the appropri-
ate ball if you have either of 
those in mind. The day will 
begin with a business meeting 
before noon and then the fun 
starts. All are welcome and 
there is no admission for this 
great day.

Some of our young adults 

are looking forward to the up-
coming Young Adult Confer-
ence in the Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa., later in June. We also have 
several youths attending the 
Teens Experience Leadership 
(TEL) Workshop in August. 
Everyone is so busy that it is 
quite an effort to commit to 
these worthwhile meetings. 
The young people that do go 
are rewarded with a free trip, 
but also a great time and the 
chance to meet others at the 
beautiful Recreation Center 
that is the heart and soul of 
SNPJ. Our California kids 
don’t have the opportunity 
to visit the Rec Center very 
often. Those of you who live 
in Pennsylvania and Ohio can 
get there a lot easier and more 
often, and should appreciate 
your good fortune.

We will be hosting cousins 
from Slovenia this summer, 

including three boys ages 4, 7 
and 9. It should make our house 
pretty lively for a few weeks! 
Of course there will be a lot 
of traveling around to see the 
sights of California and the Old 
West. We’re happy to have the 
beach about five minutes away, 
and we have some really nice 
parks close by as well. They 
might enjoy these short trips 
more than long rides in the 
car. I think Disneyland and 
Legoland will definitely be 
on the agenda as well. As I 
write this, my mind is making 
plans for what we hope will 
be a grand vacation for these 
family members who always 
show us a great time when we 
visit with them.

We hope that you also 
have an enjoyable summer, 
wherever you are. Play hard, 
be safe and enjoy each other. 
Na svidenje!

BBQ & Swim Party on the Lodge 786 schedule

by PAULINE BARBISH
Lodge 53 President

CLEVELAND — Let V Boj Lodge 53 
help you start the summer season with 
their annual picnic on Father’s Day, 
Sunday, June 19. The welcome mat will 
be waiting at the SNPJ Farm on Heath 
Road in Kirtland, Ohio. The gates will 
open at noon and the kitchen will start 
serving at 2 p.m.

The picnic dinner will include cabbage 
rolls, roast pork and gravy, or sausage with 
various sides, krofe and coffee. Sand-
wiches and sides will also be available 
throughout the afternoon. Entertaining 
from the bandstand will be the Wayne 
Tomsic Band, providing their versatile 
music for your dancing and listening 
pleasure. Refreshments to quench your 
thirst will be available at the bar.

Be sure to mark your calendar for an 
enjoyable Father’s Day afternoon consist-
ing of delicious, home-cooked Slovenian 
food, donuts and dancing. For more 
information call me at (440) 944-9139 or 
Martha at (440) 884-5043.

Our bus trip to Amish country is 
scheduled for Tuesday, Sept. 13. This trip 
will include a visit to an animal farm, 
where we’ll take a wagon ride and have 
an opportunity to feed animals from 
other continents as well as our own. A 
family-style lunch will be served at Der 
Dutchman before we head off to a mati-
nee performance at the Amish Country 
Comedy Theatre (laughter included). Our 
last stop will be shopping at Walnut Creek 
Cheese (free ice cream included).

As you can see, this trip is filled with 
a variety of venues to provide a full day 

of fun. The activity level will be mild 
since there will be very little walking 
involved. Everyone is welcome to join in 
this extremely fun day! Give me a call for 
more information.

A 110th anniversary celebration for V 
Boj Lodge 53 will be held Saturday, Nov. 
5, at the Slovenian Workmen’s Home on 
Waterloo Road. A delicious family-style 
dinner will be served, with dishes ranging 
from dumpling soup to desserts of potica 
and strudel. And yes, there will be music 
and an open bar.

Please plan on attending this milestone 
event and enjoying an afternoon with the 
members of Lodge 53. Phone me or Martha 
for additional information.

So, get out your social calendar and 
reserve these three dates for lots of fun, 
food and fellowship.

Lodge 53 making plans for upcoming activities

MISS SNPJ PAGEANT
FROM PAGE 1 

All young ladies who participate in 
the pageant will receive a $50 participant 
award. In addition, participation in the 
pageant fulfills the activity requirement 
of the SNPJ Scholarship Program. The 
entry form can be found on the “Miss SNPJ 
Pageant” page of our website, www.snpj.
org. Of course, you can always contact me 

at the Home Office for an entry form by 
e-mailing krichards@snpj.com.

Donations to the Miss SNPJ Pageant 
Booster Fund are coming into the Fraternal 
Department, and all are greatly appreci-
ated. To date, the Pageant Booster Fund 
has received donations from the Westmo-
reland Federation; the Chicago District 
Federation; SNPJ Lodges 6, 8, 106, 138, 
142, 426, 603, 564, 749 and 782; and from 

Shannon Muraco (138).
Any donation, large or small, is truly 

appreciated and will be recognized in the 
pageant program. Checks should be made 
payable to “SNPJ” with “Miss SNPJ Pag-
eant” noted on the memo line and mailed 
to Slovene National Benefit Society, Attn: 
Fraternal Department, 247 West Allegh-
eny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

I’ll see you at a fraternal event soon...

Entry deadline nearing for the 2016 Miss SNPJ Pageant
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from the
source

DENISE HERRON
SNPJ Marketing Department

April snow, frost damage 
greater than expected
MARIBOR (SAT) — The snow and 
frost that blanketed Slovenia in late April 
are estimated to have caused at least 
$23 million in damages in northeastern 
Slovenia alone, according to preliminary 
estimates released in May by Slovenia’s 
Chamber of Agriculture and Forestry.

That figure, which was much higher 
than previous estimates, was revealed 
during a session of regional chambers 
from eastern Slovenia, which was hit 
particularly hard by the snow and frost 
on April 27-28.

In the eastern Podravje and Pomurje 
regions, an estimated 50 to 80 percent 
of apple orchards and 60 percent of 
vineyards were damaged. There was 
also significant damage in forests and to 
crops such as potatoes, squash and corn.

“We expect that municipal commis-
sions for the assessment of damage will 
be activated immediately,” said Chamber 
of Agriculture and Forestry President 
Branko Ravnik.

While the farmers expect the gov-
ernment to help, it is already clear that 
aid amounts will be less than initially 
expected. The crops are insurable, pre-
cluding aid under Slovenia’s Natural 
Disaster Recovery Act.

Ravnik said other mechanisms for 
aid would have to be discovered; for 
example, a waiver of taxes or fees. Ag-
riculture Minister Dejan Židan indicated 
that Slovenia would try to join forces 
with its neighbors, Croatia, Austria and 
Hungary, which were hit by the same 
cold weather system, in an attempt to 
seek aid from the EU.

Representatives from the Agriculture 
Ministry reported that, nationwide, half 
of all fruit tree orchards and 30 percent 
of vineyards had been damaged. Fruit 
growing and winemaking account for 
about a fifth of agricultural production 
in Slovenia.

Community service now
an option for unpaid fines
LJUBLJANA (STA) — In late April, 
the Slovenian parliament approved 
government-sponsored changes to the 
Minor Offenses Law, thus aligning the 
legislation with a Constitutional Court 
ruling that prohibits people from being 
jailed as a means of fine enforcement.

Under the changes to the law, an indi-
vidual who does not have the funds to pay 
a fine will have the option of serving jail 
time or performing community service 
as a means of settling fines.

Unlike the system of jailing offenders 
as a means of enforcing fines, which was 
found to be unconstitutional by Slove-
nia’s top court, serving jail time under 
the new system would help to clear the 
outstanding fine. However, rather than 
jail time, people with outstanding fines 
will also have the option of requesting 
community service as a means of pay-
ing a fine under the proposal, but only 
if their income does not exceed the limit 
for free legal aid.

Justice Minister Goran Klemenčič 
noted that the proposal followed for-
eign practices that were found to be 
successful, and several members of 
Parliament indicated that jail time was 
a “last resort.” 

Under the terms of the new Minor 
Offenses Law, collection of the overdue 
fines would be enforced by the Financial 
Administration. The administration 
would collect unpaid fines directly, 
after giving the debtor a warning and 
an opportunity to request payment in 
installments or to complete community 
service in lieu of the fine.

Life expectancy to 
jump in Slovenia by 2035
LJUBLJANA (STA) — According to 
a new projection offered by the Slove-
nian Statistics Office, life expectancy in 
Slovenia will increase to 83.4 years by 
2035, up almost three years from 2015. 
The median age has also been projected 
to increase to 48.1 years.

The age structure of Slovenia’s popu-
lation is changing, and society is getting 
increasingly older: between 1995 and 
2015, life expectancy increased from 
74.1 to 80.5 years, and by 2035 this figure 
will rise another 2.9 years.

In 1995, the median age of the popu-
lation stood at 36, which means that by 
2035, that figure will have risen by 12.1 
years. The percentage of children (under 
the age of age 14) stood at 18 percent 
in 1995 and is projected to fall by five 
percent by 2035.

The number of people between the 
ages of 25 and 49 is projected to de-
crease to 28 percent by 2035 compared 
to 1995, when it stood at 38 percent. On 
the other hand, the number of elderly 
persons (age 50 and up), is increasing. 
The biggest increase is expected in the 
population aged 65 and older, jumping 
by 15 percent to total 27 percent of the 
entire population by 2035.

Ljubljana castle now 
has a formal vineyard
LJUBLJANA (STA) — More than a 
thousand grape vines have been planted 
on the south slope of the Ljubljana castle 
hill, the first harvest is expected in 2019, 
and the first bottles of Ljubljana Castle 
Wine is anticipated a year later.

Situated in a sunny location on the 
south slope, the three-quarter acre Castle 
Vineyard was inaugurated in late April 
with a ceremonial planting of the last few 
vines. The vineyard includes 1,050 vines 
of white Chardonnay and red Rotburger 
or Zweigelt varieties which were selected 
for the site by experts from Slovenia’s 
National Institute of Chemistry.

The first harvest of white grapes is 
expected in 2019 and the first bottling 
of Chardonnay in 2020, while the red 
grape harvest is expected to follow a 
year or two later.

The vineyard is expected to yield 
between a thousand and 1,200 bottles 
of wine. These will be intended primar-
ily for official functions and the castle 
wine shop.

The Castle Vineyard project reaffirms 
Ljubljana’s title as a City of Vine and 
Wine, a title the city received in October 
1987 from the International Wine As-
sociation in Paris. The $285,000 project 
also marks the 25th anniversary since an 
offshoot of the world’s oldest vine from 
Maribor was planted in the Ljubljana 
castle yard.

Digital promotion targets 
Europe, North America
LJUBLJANA (STA) — In mid-April, 
the Slovenian Tourism Board (STO) 
launched a digital campaign promoting 
Slovenia in a dozen European countries 
as well as in the United States and Can-
ada. Running through mid-November, 
the campaign aims to attract 150 million 
online hits, and reach at least 50 million 
Facebook users and a million users on 
Instagram.

The global campaign addresses key 
markets and boosts recognition of Slove-
nia as a green, active and healthy destina-
tion through innovative advertisements.

According to Alenka Pahor Zvanut, 
the director of Digital Marketing and 
Communications at the STO, the promo-
tion is designed to present Slovenia as 
a country of various adventures high-
lighted by two slogans: “Slovenia. This 
summer will be something to talk about,” 
and “Slovenia. Make new memories.”

The ads feature Slovenia’s top tour-
ism destinations, such as Ljubljana, the 
Postojna Cave, Piran, Bled and Lipica. 
“Such ads work as trailers – video and 
photo previews of upcoming adven-
tures,” Zvanut explained.

The campaign is active on various 
platforms ranging from online news 
sites, like Germany’s Spiegel.de and 
Italy’s Corriere.it, to specialized sites, 
such as Tripadvisor, as well as on 
social networks, including Facebook 
and Twitter.

The STO is also planning an update 
of Slovenia’s official tourist website, 
www.slovenia.info. According to the 
STO board, the new website will boast 
a simpler user experience and will be 
mobile-friendly.

The campaign is currently running 
in Italy, Germany, Austria, the Czech 
Republic, Scandinavia, France, Swit-
zerland, the United Kingdom, Hungary, 
Benelux, Croatia, Serbia, Russia, the 
United States and Canada.

New geological travel 
guide a first for Slovenia
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Celebrating 
its 70th anniversary, the Geological 
Survey of Slovenia presented its first 
geologically-themed travel guide, taking 
its readers around Slovenia’s geological 

highlights. The agency hopes the guide 
will bring geology closer to the public and 
help attract more tourists to the country’s 
geological treasures.

The popular-science-themed travel 
guide, edited by Nina Rman, describes 
70 geological points of interest around 
Slovenia, such as sources of mineral 
water, various caves and quartz sand, 
an important component in construction. 
The guide also describes six museum 
exhibits, the most important of which 
Rman believes to be the meteorite 
discovered in the northwestern town of 
Jesenice in 2009.

Rman hopes that various tourist 
boards and geoparks will use the guide 
to expand their range of offerings and 
to begin developing geo-tourism. An 
English translation of the guide is planned 
later this year.

As part of its 70th anniversary cel-
ebrations, the institute has also unveiled 
several sculptures of natural Slovenian 
rocks.

The Geological Survey is a research 
institute involved in activities such as 
formulating geological maps, exploring 
mineral and raw material deposits, and 
carrying out studies on water supply and 
management.

Ljubljana U students 
ready to tackle Atlantic
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Students from 
five faculties at the University of Lju-
bljana have a bold plan: they want to 
design and construct a fully autonomous 
sailboat that will cross the Atlantic, a feat 
no student vessel has as yet managed to 
accomplish.

The students plan to outfit an eight-
foot sailboat and enter the Mictrotrasat 
Challenge, a competition that started in 
2005. To date, none of the more than 12 
teams have come even close to complet-
ing the challenge.

The project cost is estimated at 
roughly $171,000, which the students 
plan to raise from sponsors. The main 
sponsor, ship builder Ocean Tec, will 
provide, free of charge, a small sailboat 
valued at $50,000.

Ljubljana University is supporting 
the project, which will involve about a 
hundred students. “This is a challenge 
that is interesting, unusual and very 
demanding,” University of Ljubljana 
Deputy Rector Goran Turk explained 
to the press.

The team started work three months 
ago and is currently investigating five dif-
ferent concepts. “Since nobody has done 
this before, this is research in the true 
sense of the word,” said Rok Capuder, 
the director of the non-profit Zavod 404, 
which is taking part in the project.

The students will receive assistance 
from a meteorologist, a former coach of 
the national sailing team, and Andraž 
Mihelin, a passionate sailor and co-owner 
of a ship building firm.

The boat will be designed and con-
structed in about 10 months, and will first 
be tested in the Adriatic. The team plans 
to compete in the Mictrotrasat Challenge 
in two years.

Tenor Bocelli sets date
for Ljubljana performance
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Celebrated 
Italian tenor Andrea Bocelli will per-
form at Stozice Arena in Ljubljana on 
Nov. 19 in his first-ever solo concert 
in Slovenia.

Bocelli will perform his greatest 
hits from his “Cinema” album of film 
soundtracks and scores, along with arias 
from the operas composed by Giuseppe 
Verdi, Giacomo Puccini and other Italian 
composers.

Released in October last year as his 
15th studio album, “Cinema” has made 
it to the top of the Billboard classical 
albums chart. The album features Bo-
celli’s interpretations of scores from 
films such as “Gladiator,” “The God-
father,” “Breakfast at Tiffany’s” and 
“Doctor Zhivago.”

One of the most internationally 
successful Italian musicians, Bocelli 
has sold more than 80 million records 
worldwide. He has performed at the 
most famed concert venues worldwide, 
including Carnegie Hall and Central 
Park in New York, the Colosseum in 
Rome, and the opera houses in Sydney 
and Berlin.

He has also appeared on stage with 
the likes of Jose Carreras and Placido 
Domingo, and is acclaimed as a song-
writer and music producer.
The articles comprising this feature have been 
reprinted with permission from the Slovenian 
Press Agency (STA).

When a new baby arrives, there’s a lot to think 
about; bottles, burps, binkies, blankets and col-
lege. College may not come to mind right away, 

but when parents actually have the time to sit down and 
envision their child’s future, they’ll see the need for a col-
lege education.

Forty years ago, when the U.S. had a manufacturing-
based economy, obtaining a high school diploma assured 
you a high-paying job. Nowadays, a college education is 
necessary to secure the jobs that are available. The U.S. 
Census Bureau produced a report in 2011 indicating that 
on average, a college graduate earns twice as much dur-
ing their lifetime as a high school graduate. In addition, 
the unemployment rate can be three times higher for indi-
viduals without degrees. So, we understand that a college 
degree will make life easier, but how will you pay for that 
little bundle of joy’s education?

New baby means new house, so you purchase a house 
and step into a mortgage. Suddenly you have so much 
more responsibility and looking into the future can be scary. 
Strangely enough, a whole life plan of insurance can help 
you with both expensive endeavors. By purchasing a whole 
life plan of insurance, you can protect your family against 
the risk of paying for the mortgage if you were out of the 
picture, and at the same time you can be saving for your 
child’s college education.

Here is how it works: If a 27-year-old dad purchases 
a 20-Pay Life policy for a face amount of $150,000, his 
monthly premium would be $161.10. His family is imme-
diately protected, and in the event of his untimely death, 
that $150,000 can be used to help cover the mortgage. 
In 20 years the policy will have a guarantee cash value of 
$46,246 that can be used to help pay for college expenses. 
Of course, to obtain that money the policy will have to be 
surrendered, but for 20 years the family was protected with 
$150,000 of insurance and now the cash value can help 
with the child’s education costs.

One of the advantages of permanent whole life insur-
ance policies is that they accumulate a cash value. This 
is an excellent way of reaping the benefits of that accu-
mulation while providing protection for your family during 
the accumulation period. Of course, if your little bundle of 
joy decides he is joining a band and doesn’t need college, 
you can continue the insurance coverage or use the cash 
value for your trip around the world.

Contact your SNPJ agent, Lodge secretary or the Home 
Office to learn more about this safe and 
guaranteed way to save towards college 
for your children.
• Thought for the Month — Having a 
baby is a life-changer. It gives you a whole 
other perspective on why you wake up 
every day.

Taylor Hanson
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Members celebrating 50, 60, 70 and 80 years with the Slovene National Benefit Society

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President

Of the 2,000 life insurance companies and 
fraternal benefit societies operating in the 
U.S., less than 100 have been in existence 

as long as the SNPJ. As a not-for-profit fraternal 
benefit society, we have successfully provided life 
insurance to our members since 1904, along with a 
full package of social, athletic and cultural programs, 
scholarships, community service projects, and much 
more. SNPJ also offers annuities that can be used 
for IRAs and Roth IRAs.

Our more than 110 years of longevity and success 
have been made possible by the loyalty and dedica-
tion of our members. The SNPJ’s engine may have 
been built and its direction set by  its founders and 
subsequent leaders, but its path has been traveled, 
cleared and paved by our dedicated members.

As a way to show respect and appreciation to 
our longtime and loyal members, we recognize 

membership milestones with a custom gift. The 
years of membership are counted in terms of adult 
membership years, not including youth enrollment 
years. These milestones of recognition include 50, 
60, 70 and 80 years of adult membership.

We ask our Fraternal Honorees, once they have 
received their awards from the Society, to submit a 
short report on their past and present lifestyle, includ-
ing their Lodge affiliation, hobbies and any other 
information that might be of interest to our readers.

In acknowledging these dedicated members, it is 
our privilege to show respect for these honorees by 
offering our thanks and appreciation for the loyalty 
they have shown the SNPJ for so many years. In this 
small way, through our offical SNPJ publication, we 
can etch their names even deeper into the archives 
of the Slovene National Benefit Society.

On behalf of the entire membership, we extend 
our congratulations to those members reaching these 
anniversary milestones. 
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• Sis. VIRGINIA SHERMAN, a 70-
year SNPJ member, was honored 
by Cleveland Lodge 142 and the 
Society. Sis. Sherman writes:

“Receiving the SNPJ blanket 
was a complete surprise and very 
much appreciated. It will be used 
during the cold winter months. 
Thank you.

“Considering my 88 years, I 
am thankful for reasonably good 
health, wonderful and caring fam-
ily and friends, and being able 
to live independently in my own 
home.”

Sis. VIRGINIA SHERMAN
Cleveland Lodge 142

Gates Mills, OH

• As an 80-year member of SNPJ, 
Sis. FRANCES STENBERG was 
recognized by Detroit Lodge 564 
and the Slovene National Benefit 
Society. Sis. Stenberg writes:

“Thank you for the 80th anniver-
sary gift. It is lovely and I’m sure 
it will be well-used. I’m 98 years 
old and, God willing, will celebrate 
a ‘silver’ anniversary next year.”

Sis. FRANCES STENBERG
Detroit Lodge 564

Fruitport, MI

• Bon Air, Pa., Lodge 254 and SNPJ 
honored Sis. JOAN CHURNICK 
for attaining 60 years of member-
ship. Sis. Churnick writes:

“Thank you very much for the 
beautiful pen I received for my 60 
years of SNPJ membership.

“I was born in Cairnbrook, 
Pa., in 1937 to Walter and Anna 
(Salyan) Jerz. After marrying Joe 
Churnick, we moved to Roselle 
Park, N.J., where we lived for over 
50 years. After his passing, I sold 
the house and moved in with my 
daughter and her family in Old 
Bridge, N.J.

“Besides my family keeping 
me busy, I enjoy my computer, 
reading and working on crossword 
puzzles. Thank you again for the 
pen.”

Sis. JOAN CHURNICK
Bon Air, Pa., Lodge 254

Old Bridge, NJ

• Sixty-year SNPJ member Sis. 
MILLIE REzEK was honored 
by the Society and Girard, Ohio, 
Lodge 643 for her longtime mem-
bership. Sis. Rezek writes:

“I’d like to thank the SNPJ for 
the beautiful pen I received for 
becoming a 60-year member of 
the Society.

“My husband Del and I cel-
ebrated our 60th wedding anni-
versary in October 2015. Del, a 
well-known polka band leader, is 
now retired and in his 65th year 
as an SNPJer. The Rezek family 
has a long history of membership 
in the Society, beginning back in 
1908 when my father-in-law, Frank 
Rezek Sr., became a member. 
His wife Frances, son Frank Jr. (a 
reporter for the SNPJ), daughter 
Betty (who worked at the Home 
Office in Chicago during the late 
1940s) and son Del followed in 
his footsteps and also became 
members.

“Del and I have two daughters, 
Sue Pasqualucci and Sally Jones; 
and five granddaughters, lsabella 
and Gabriella Pasqualucci, Sa-
mantha, and twins Allison and 
Lindsay Jones. Most of our family 
has been SNPJ members since 
birth.

“Again, thank you for the gift.”

Sis. MILLIE REzEK
Girard, Ohio, Lodge 643

Girard, OH

• Sis. GEORGENE MOFFITT, a 
70-year SNPJ member, was hon-
ored by San Francisco Lodge 304 
and the Society. Sis. Moffitt writes:

“Good grief; it really has been 
70 years! Receiving this lovely 
blanket in honor of my membership 
anniversary awoke in me count-
less memories of my heritage. I 
am grateful for the examples of 
devotion, courage and work that 
my Slavic ancestors provided.

“I graduated from high school 
and college, and went on to teach 
school in Utah and California. After 
retirement, I lived in Zagreb, Croa-
tia, for a year and a half between 
1992 and 1994. My husband and 
I were Mormon missionaries and 
we helped co ordinate aid to dis-
placed people.

“I had many opportunities 
to visit Slovenia. Fortunately, 
Slovenia was not devastated as 
Croatia was. I visited Ljubljana, 
Maribor, Lake Bled, Umag and the 
caverns where Slovenian nurses 
helped wounded soldiers during 
the big war.

“After becoming a widow, I 
moved to Wisconsin. Some of my 
grandchildren are still members of 
the SNPJ, and my duty is to inform 
them of their heritage. I still receive 
PROSVETA and enjoy reading 
about Lodge 689 in Helper, Utah, 
and the other SNPJ Lodges.

“Thank you very much for this 
recognition and best wishes to the 
entire Society.”

Sis. GEORGENE MOFFITT
San Francisco Lodge 304

Oshkosh, WI

• Bro. ROBERT BREGAR, a 70-
year SNPJ member, was honored 
by Cleveland Lodge 576 and the 
Society. Bro. Bregar writes:

“My mother enrolled me in the 
SNPJ when I was in my teens. 
Now I am 88 years old. My 
immediate family members are 
all deceased, including my father, 
Joseph Bregar; my mother, Amelia 
(Bucar) Bregar; and my brothers, 
Joe and Fred Bregar. My wife 
Barbara and I have five children, 
seven grandchildren and 11 great-
grandchildren.

“I graduated from Collinwood 
High School in Cleveland in 1945 
and joined the U.S. Army. In 1950 
I graduated from Ohio University 
and entered employment with 
Ward & Conrad Architects. I left 
the firm in 1969 and started my 
own practice in a partnership. In 
1977 I left and started a new firm, 
Robert J. Bregar Associates, from 

where I retired.
“Several of my notable projects 

include the Arthur G. McKee 
Building in Independence, Ohio; 
Ohio Valley Tower in Steubenville, 
Ohio; Ohio History Center 
(rehabilitation) in Columbus, 
Ohio; Midwest Bank & Trust in 
Cleveland; four JVS schools in 
northern Ohio; and around 50 
school buildings throughout Ohio, 
including Taylor Hall at Kent State 
University. I’ve also worked on 
medical, institutional, religious, 
office, housing, government and 
commercial facilities.”

Bro. ROBERT BREGAR
Cleveland Lodge 576

Aurora, OH

• As a 70-year member of SNPJ, 
Sis. EDNA NIMMONS was rec-
ognized by St. Louis Lodge 107 
and the Slovene National Benefit 
Society. Sis. Nimmons writes:

“Thank you for the custom 
embroidered blanket sent to me 
in celebration of my 70 years of 
fraternal membership. I love the 
blanket!

“My original SNPJ life insurance 
policy was purchased at my birth 
in 1927 by my grandfather, Frank 
Popelar, who was an active mem-
ber of SNPJ. In 1945 I continued 
with an SNPJ paid up life policy.

“I married and had three chil-
dren. I have six grandchildren 
and 11 great-grandchildren; I 
lost one great-grandchild, who is 
deceased. I worked in Chicago 
for the Treasury Department, at 
Montgomery Ward, as a bank 
teller and officer, and retired from 
selling real estate. As a retiree, I 
do volunteer work for my church 
and community.

“Thankfully I am blessed with 
good health, and have been able 
to volunteer and travel, including 
trips to Alaska, the British Isles, 
Hawaii and throughout the U.S. 
As a medical volunteer, I have also 
made several trips to Honduras.

“Thank you, SNPJ, for all that 
you do. I will treasure the blanket 
sent to me in celebration of my 
membership.”

Sis. EDNA NIMMONS
St. Louis Lodge 107

Litchfield, IL

• Barton, Ohio, Lodge 562 and 
SNPJ honored Sis. FLORENCE 
DELBRIDGE for attaining 70 
years of Society membership.

Sis. Delbridge is a widowed 
mother of three, Kathy, Debbie, 
and Rich. She has three grandchil-
dren, Wendy, Angie and Richie, 
and one great-grandchild, Gavin.

Florence likes to watch televi-
sion, especially game shows and 
westerns, but hates commercials. 
She also enjoys working on word 
puzzles and playing solitaire. She 
loves to play bingo once a week 
and enjoys playing the slot ma-
chines; daughter Debbie takes her 
to the casino about once a month.

Sis. Delbridge is very indepen-
dent, and a loving mother and 

Bubba who is always happy and 
cheerful.

Sis. FLORENCE DELBRIDGE
Barton, Ohio, Lodge 562

St. Clairsville, OH

• Sixty-year SNPJ member Sis. 
MARY ANN KNIPPLE was 
honored by the Society and 
Johnstown, Pa., Lodge 749 for 
her longtime membership. Sis. 
Knipple writes:

“I want to thank SNPJ for the gift 
commemorating my 60 years with 
the Society. My husband Robert 
is also a member.

“My family is probably well 
known by many readers of PROS-
VETA. The late Frank and Mary 
Agnes (Saksek) Miklaucic are my 
parents. My grandmother, Agnes 
(Saksek) Punter passed away at 
age 94. My aunt, Pauline Langer-
holc, was married to Larry. She is 
an SNPJ member and a resident 
of Arbutus Manor. She turned 94 
in March and is doing well.

“My brother Frank and his wife, 
Nancy (Hribar), were longtime 
members, and my sister, Judy 
(Charles) Wyandt, is a former 
member. My aunt and uncle, 
Caroline and Charles ‘Mickey’ 
Miklaucic, as well as their two 
children, Richard and David, were 
members.

“As for my children, two of my 
daughters, Karen Bender and 
Melissa Washinger, are current 
members, as well as my grand-
daughter, Addison Washinger. 
My son, Kevin (Marcia) Knipple, 
and my daughter, Susan Pipon 
(Joseph), both received scholar-
ship funds from SNPJ when they 
were members.

“Thank you to this wonderful 
Society for the recognition.”

Sis. MARY ANN KNIPPLE
Johnstown, Pa., Lodge 749

Johnstown, PA

• Sis. ANGELINE DROP, an 80-
year SNPJ member, was honored 
by Herminie, Pa., Lodge 87 and the 
Society. Sis. Drop writes:

“I want to thank you for sending 
me the beautiful afghan for being 
an 80-year member of this great 
Society.

“I was born in the Pleasant Val-
ley area of Penn Township, Pa., 
on May 12, 1919, to Mary Breznik 
and Thomas Milharcic. My mother 
was a homemaker and my father 
was a coal miner. At one time my 
father also served as the secretary 
for Lodge 41 in Irwin, Pa.

“I married John Drop in Septem-
ber 1941. He was also a member 
of Lodge 87. John was drafted in 
August 1943 and was honorably 
discharged in April 1946. Together 
we had two daughters, Carol and 
Karen. Carol married Daniel Ra-
dakovich and they live in North 
Huntingdon, Pa. John passed 
away Aug. 17, 2002.

“I helped Pauline ‘Penko’ An-

derson when she was a DJ on 
WKHB. I also helped the West-
moreland County Federation in 
Evanstown, Pa., for many years, 
baking and selling goodies. I met 
so many nice people and I enjoyed 
it very much. I still enjoy dancing 
and I go to as many functions as 
I can with Annie Feltes and Doris 
Natale.”

Sis. ANGELINE DROP (87)
Herminie, Pa., Lodge 87
North Huntingdon, PA

• As a 70-year member of SNPJ, 
Sis. MATILDA PAVLIK was rec-
ognized by Johnstown, Pa., Lodge 
749 and the Slovene National 
Benefit Society. Sis. Pavlik writes:

“I was happy to receive a beauti-
ful fleece blanket from the SNPJ 
honoring my 70th membership 
anniversary. I celebrated my 88th 
birthday in February and can still 
remember reading Mladinski List 
when I was a small child.

“My mother taught my siblings 
and I some lovely little Slovenian 
folk songs. I wrote down the lyrics 
in English and I hope to teach the 
elementary students in my area 
one of the songs about horses. I 
don’t have any books with the mu-
sic, but I do have someone trying 
to write some music to go with the 
lyrics that my mother taught me.

“Thank you, SNPJ, for the lovely 
gift. As they say, there is ‘love’ in 
Slovenia!”

Sis. MATILDA PAVLIK
Johnstown, Pa., Lodge 749

Johnstown, PA

• Sis. EMMA CARNEVALE, a 70-
year SNPJ member, was honored 
by Denver Lodge 218 and the 
Society. Sis. Carnevale writes:

“Thank you for the beautiful 
embroidered blanket. I am proud 
to be Slovenian and a member of 
the SNPJ for 70 years. 

“My parents, Anton and Antonia 
Cunja, were from Slovenia. I am 
the sixth child, all of whom were 
members of SNPJ.

“In 1957 I married Leonard Car-
nevale. He preceded me in death 
20 years ago. I have resided in 

Sis. EMMA CARNEVALE
CONTINUES NEXT PAGE
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Trinidad, Colo., for 58 years. I have 
four children, two grandchildren 
and one great-granddaughter.”

Sis. EMMA CARNEVALE
Denver Lodge 218

Trinidad, CO

• Seventy-year SNPJ member 
Sis. MATILDA STRATTON was 
honored by the Society and Salem, 
Ohio, Lodge 476 for her longtime 
membership. Sis. Stratton writes:

“I want to thank the SNPJ for 
the beautiful blanket honoring my 
70-year membership with Lodge 
476 and the former Youth Circle 
10 of Salem. These groups were 
‘home’ to five generations of my 
family.

“My parents, John and Mary 
Krizay, were very active in Lodge 
activities. I have many happy 
memories of grandma’s apple 
strudel and potica, and grandpa’s 
smoked klobase. My late husband, 
Bill Stratton, and I raised two 
daughters and five sons. We all 
enjoyed the benefits of our Slo-
venian heritage over the years.

“I retired as an engineering de-
partment assistant after 30 years 
with Electric Furnace Company in 
Salem. I also held several offices 
over the years with Lodge 476, 
and I currently serve as president.

“The Society has been a big 
part of my life and I appreciate 
being recognized for my 70 years 
of SNPJ membership.”

Sis. MATILDA STRATTON
Salem, Ohio, Lodge 476

Salem, OH

• Detroit Lodge 677 and SNPJ 
honored Sis. ROSE TAIT for at-
taining 70 years of membership. 
Sis. Tait writes:

“I would like to express my 
thanks and gratitude to SNPJ for 
the lovely blanket for my 70 years 
with Wolverine Lodge 677.

“On March 16, 1928, I was born 
to Peter and Helena Pestotnik. 
I was the youngest of nine chil-
dren, including Helen (Pestotnik) 
Chesnick, Mary (Pestotnik) Krash-
ovetz, and Peter, Louie, Frank, 
John, William and Ed Pestotnik.

“I graduated from Fordson 
High School. After graduation I 
attended airline school in Kansas 
City, Kan., before moving to Den-
ver where I worked for Texaco. I 
returned home when my mother 
became very ill.

“I was active in many Wolverine 
Lodge 677 activities. I was asked 
to be secretary for the Lodge 
and really enjoyed the honor. I 
bowled with the Lodge league and 
my daughter, Sheryl (Tait) Gray 
joined me. We traveled to all the 
tournaments.

“In 1953 I married James Tait, 
a Detroit police officer. We had 
two girls, Sheila and Sheryl. I now 
have five grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. I worked for 
Harry J. Will Funeral Home for 
over 19 years.

“Jim and I moved to Ormond 
Beach, Fla., in 1998 to live with 
Sheryl, her husband Roy and 
their three sons. Sheryl served as 
Lodge 677 secretary until she be-
gan nursing school. She became 
an OB nurse and taught nursing 
school. She moved to Florida to 
become an assistant chair and 
professor for the Daytona State 
College School of Nursing. Sheryl 
earned her masters in nursing from 
Drexel University, then attended 
Duke University for her Popula-
tion Care Coordination certificate.

“My three grandsons are col-
lege graduates. Tyler Gray is with 
the U.S. Navy Aviation, Trevor 
Gray is a travel nurse and Travis 
Gray works in small business 
remodeling. My family and I love 
the ocean, intercostal life, travel-
ing and spending time together. 
Sheryl takes me everywhere 
with her.

“In December 2013 Sheryl and 
family organized a 60th wedding 
anniversary vow renewal for Jim 
and I. They wrote the renewal vows 
and performed the entire service 
for us. On Aug. 31, 2014, I lost my 
love of over 60 years.

“We all belong to Wolverine 
Lodge 677. We’ve enjoyed happy 
times, fun events, bowling tourna-
ments, dancing the polka, laugh-
ing, and visiting with wonderful 
fellow SNPJers.”

Sis. ROSE TAIT
Detroit Lodge 677
Ormond Beach, FL

• As a 70-year member of SNPJ, 
Bro. JACOB KOKALY was rec-
ognized by Ely, Minn., Lodge 268 
and the Slovene National Benefit 
Society. Bro. Kokaly writes:

“Thank you for the beautiful 
SNPJ blanket that was sent to 
me in celebration of my 70-year 
membership with the SNPJ. To 
be honored in this way is such an 
unexpected blessing.

“Many years ago in Eveleth, 
Minn., I remember belonging 
to the local SNPJ Youth Circle 
and taking part in the Christ mas 
programs before boxes of can dy 
were given out. I also remember 

serving as Circle president. It was 
a fun group.

“After graduating from Eveleth 
High School in June 1945, I at-
tended Northwest Radio Institute 
in Minneapolis. I earned a license 
as a restricted radio operator, but 
couldn’t get a job because I was of 
‘draft-age’; nobody wanted to take 
the time to train some one and then 
lose them to the draft soon after.

“I attended Eveleth Junior Col-
lage for a semester in 1946, and 
on Aug. 14 of that same year, I 
was sworn into the Second Ar-
rowhead Marine Platoon on the 
stage of the Lyseum Theater in 
Duluth, Minn. I began my ‘boot’ 
training at the San Diego Mar ine 
Corps Base one week after being 
sworn in. After training I spent 18 
months between Camp Del Mar 
and Camp Pendleton, and was 
honorably discharged as a cor-
poral on March 25,1948.

“After returning home, I worked 
in the open-pit operation of Oliver 
Mining Company before resuming 
my education at Eveleth Junior 
College where I earned an as-
sociate’s degree in education. I 
completed two years at St. Cloud 
Teacher’s College for my bache-
lor’s degree in education. I married 
Bridget Marie McDonald during 
my last year of junior college.

“My first job was as a teaching 
principal in Gilbert Pub lic Schools 
from 1953 through 1964. I lost my 
wife Bridget to cancer in November 
1961, leaving me with five young 
children. I married Grace Mulcahy, 
who also had five children, on Dec. 
31, 1961. We moved to Now Jersey 
in 1964 when I accepted a teach-
ing position in the Montgomery 
Township Public School System. 
During my 24 years of teaching 
there, Grace and I divorced and I 
married Ruth Amelia Bennet, who 
had two children, in 1976.

“I retired from teaching in 1987 
and spent 15 more years substitut-
ing in two districts. In May 1990, I 
lost Ruth to cancer, and married 
Janet Ilene McKee, a close friend 
of Ruth and I, in July 1991. This 
brought into my family four more 
grown children. Janet and I will 
be celebrating our silver wedding 
anniversary on July 20, 2016.

“These days I keep busy by 
writing poems and submissions 
for the local papers’ ‘Let ters to 
the Editor.’ I used to do all my 
work using the old Palmer Method 
of handwriting, but was given a 
typewriter and now use the ‘hunt 
and peck’ method. I’m feeling more 
comfortable with it now.

“I always read my PROSVETA 
as soon as it arrives to see what 
what’s going on. Although I wasn’t 
very active in Lodge 268 as an 
adult, I did help my parents, Jacob 
Sr. and Frances, at  many SNPJ 
picnics. My mother served as 
secretary of the Lodge for many 
years, and my father served as 
a care taker and bartender at the 
Lodge hall. My sisters and I some-
times ‘helped’ and as I remember 
it, it was a fun thing to do.”

Bro. JACOB KOKALY
Ely, Minn., Lodge 268

Newport, VT

• Bro. EDWARD VIDMAR, a 70-
year SNPJ member, was honored 
by Milwaukee Lodge 584 and the 
Society. Bro. Vidmar writes:

“My wife Constance and I 
are both SNPJ members. We’ve 
been married for 66 years. I play 
the piano accordion and a Zupan 
button box. My first wedding 
performance was 73 years ago, 
and I still perform when I have 
the chance.

“I was very honored to receive 
the Slovenian Art Council Award 

in 2004. Constance and I belong 
to the U.W.M. Slovenian Arts 
Program. My brother Stanley and 
his wife Shirley are very active 
in the Milwaukee area. We still 
play balina in a league that Stan 
started. We also built two courts. 
Stan and Shirley have ran the 
league for many years. Stan was 
even honored with a plaque that 
is displayed at the courts. Shirley 
was also honored.

“Constance and I had a son 
who passed away. He was also 
a member of SNPJ, and played 
drums for the Eddie Vidmar Band 
for years. My parents came from 
Slovenia and were longtime mem-
bers. My wife and I hope to live 
long enough to become Honorary 
Members of SNPJ.”

Bro. EDWARD VIDMAR
Milwaukee Lodge 584

Franklin, WI

• Seventy-year SNPJ member Sis. 
LUCILLE JESIK was honored by 
the Society and Pueblo, Colo., 
Lodge 577 for her longtime mem-
bership. Sis. Jesik writes:

“I received the letter and the 
custom blanket embroidered with 
the SNPJ logo for my 70-year 
membership. Thank you so much. 
My parents enrolled me in SNPJ 
many years ago and I have con-
tinued my membership.

“I’m a native of Pueblo and still 
reside here. My father, Aloysius 
‘Louis’ Erculj, emigrated from 
Slovenia in 1904. My mother, 
Mary Mishmash, was born in 
Pueblo but her parents, Ignatius 
and Gertrude Mismas, were also 
Slovenian emigrants.

“My husband, Joseph A. Jesik, 
and I celebrated our 55th wedding 
anniversary in November 2002.  
Together we raised a beautiful 
family. We have six sons and six 
daughters, 10 of whom live in 
Pueblo, and our little angel Nancy 
watches over us all from heaven 
above. I’m blessed to have been 
able to watch all but one of my 28 
grandchildren grow up, as well as 
my 20 great-grandchildren. 

“I worked as a registered nurse 
for 40 years, 14 of them were also 
spent as a nursing instructor in 
the local colleges. I have been 
retired for 28 years and remain 
active in several different groups, 
including serving as the pianist for 
the Preseren Choir. I have been 
a widow for 13 years. Now, at 
90, I am living independently and 
continue to give thanks every day 
for a blessed and full life.

Sis. LUCILLE JESIK
Pueblo, Colo., Lodge 577

Pubelo, CO

• Sis. PATRICIA TODD, a 60-year 
SNPJ member, was honored by 
East Pittsburgh, Pa., Lodge 629 
and the Society. Sis. Todd writes:

“What a surprise to receive a 
60-year pen in the mail from SNPJ.  
My dad, Anthony J. ‘Tony’ Frank, 
bought my SNPJ insurance policy 
when I was 18 years old, the year 
I left Pittsburgh for Penn State and 
majored in math. My life has been 
a whirlwind since then.

“At Penn State I was the ac-
companist for thespian produc-
tions and Ken Todd, also from 
Pittsburgh, was the music director. 
We were married two weeks after 
I graduated in 1960 and left im-
mediately for Stuttgart, Germany, 
where Ken was stationed for two 
years. I taught as a substitute 
teacher at the high school on the 
Robinson Barracks Base.

“When we moved to Chicago, 
Ken enrolled at the University of 
Chicago Graduate School of Busi-

ness (Accounting and Economics) 
while I taught math at Dolton High 
School, south of the city, near Har-
vey. Ken passed the CPA exam in 
Illinois before we moved to Hous-
ton for his first job with Conoco. 
Our children Rob and Deb were 
born there. When the company 
moved to New York City in 1965, 
we relocated to Westchester 
County, N.Y., where our children 
John and Mary were born.

“Ken had a meteoric rise in the 
business world. In 1983 we moved 
to Brussels where he was presi-
dent of Ideal Standard Europe, a 
subsidiary of American Standard 
Plumbing Products.  He retired at 
51 and we moved to Connecticut in 
1988, half way between New York 
where our friends were and Boston 
where our four children lived.

“Ken and I never stopped mak-
ing music. Ken studied theory and 
composition at Yale University, 
while I joined an eight-piece dix-
ieland band. After seven years, we 
had grown to an 18-piece swing 
band. The director became quite 
ill and passed the band over to 
me. The first thing I did was ask 
Ken to join us as lead alto sax. 
We changed our rehearsal space 
to Bill’s Seafood Restaurant in 
Westbrook, Conn., 20 years ago, 
and I’m still there every Monday 
evening.

“In 2004, Ken died of kidney 
cancer. Since then I have joined 
Guilford Rotary and the Leette’s 
Island Garden Club. I’ve served as 
president of the rotary club, and 
am finishing a two-year term as 
co-president of the garden club. I 
spend most of my time working on 
the Action to Cure Kidney Cancer 
(ACKC) Board of Directors, fund-
raising, serving as secretary and 
attending conferences. I’ve also 
been giving two-piano concerts 
since Ken died to raise money 
for kidney cancer research. Last 
summer my piano partner and I 
traveled across the United States 
giving concerts, and I just recently 
returned from the International 
Kidney Cancer Coalition Confer-
ence in Chantilly, France.

“Three of our children still live in 
Boston and our youngest daughter 
Mary lives in Cambridge, England, 
with Carl and their girls, Sophie 
and Sarah. Mary is in public rela-
tions at the European Biomedical 
Institute. Robert is a filmmaker and 
teaches film at Emerson College. 
Deb teaches 3-D art at Massa-
chusetts College of Art. She and 
Andrew have two sons, Lucas 
and Eli. John and Steph are the 
parents of Emma.”

Sis. PATRICIA TODD
East Pittsburgh, Pa., Lodge 629

Guilford, CT

• As an 80-year member of SNPJ, 
Sis. ROSE RUPNIK was recog-
nized by La Salle, Ill., Lodge 2 
and the Slovene National Benefit 
Society.

Sis. Rupnik celebrated her 98th 
birthday in May. She resides at 
Villa Health Care East in Sherman, 
Ill., and is still in pretty good health.

Rose worked at Hobbs Manu-
facturing Co. in Springfield, Ill., 
for 38 years. In her younger days, 
she loved to read, work hard and 
polka dance. She always attended 
the Slovenian wine festivals in 
Springfield and the picnics in her 
hometown of Auburn, Ill.

Sis. Rupnik has one surviving 
sister, Louise Fedor of Lincoln, 
Ill. Louise and the rest of Rose’s 
family were all members of SNPJ. 
Sis. Rupnik sends a special thank 
you to the Society for the beautiful 
blanket honoring her membership 
anniversary.

Sis. ROSE RUPNIK
La Salle Lodge 2

Sherman, IL

Sis. PATRICIA TODD (629)



14 PROSVETA
June 1, 2016 www.snpj.org • prosveta@snpj.com

SNPJ fraternal sympathies
Bro. aNtoN sadar Jr.

• Lodge 53 •
CLEVELAND — With sad-
ness, Joanne Sadar announces 
the Nov. 24, 2015, passing of 
her father, Bro. Anton “Tony” 
Sadar Jr., 94, who died with his 
loving family. He was a long-
time member of SNPJ Lodge 
53 and a member of the SNPJ 
Farm Board.

Bro. Sadar was born March 
25, 1921, in Johnstown, Pa., to 
Slovenian immigrants Anton 
Sadar Sr. and Antonia (Brezni-
kar) Sadar, who often traveled 
between Johnstown, Pa., and 
Šentrupert, Slovenia. When he 
was 6 months old, Tony went to 
live on his grandparents’ farm 
in Slovenia with his siblings 
Olga and Rudolf while his 
parents stayed in Johnstown. 
As his grandfather grew older, 
responsibility for the farm 
shifted to Bro. Sadar. By age 
10, he was running the farm. It 
was a role he loved, and Tony 
often slept in the barn with 
the horses.

By 1939 when Bro. Sadar 
was 18, the war in Europe was 
escalating. The U.S. Govern-
ment gave Tony a stark choice: 
return to the United States or 
risk everything by staying in 
Slovenia. He returned to John-
stown where he worked with 
his father in the coal mines. 
Because of his shorter stature 
and strong build, Bro. Sadar 
frequently worked jobs in tight 
spaces. Often this dangerous 
job required Tony to move 

Sis. JENNIE R. SERRO (87)

quickly between moving train 
cars carrying coal out of the 
mine.

In 1946, Bro. Sadar joined 
the Army and was stationed 
at Ft. Shafter in Honolulu, 
Hawaii. He worked in the medi-
cal unit of Tripler Hospital, the 
largest hospital in the Pacific 
during World War II. During 
his 18 months in the service, 
he was quickly promoted three 
times, leaving the service as a 
Sergeant.

After returning to John-
stown, Tony resumed his job 
working in the coal mines 
while earning his high school 
degree. By 1952 he moved 
to Cleveland and settled into 
the Slovenian neighborhood 
where he met Doris Pike, 
whom he would marry. Two 
years later, Tony and Doris 
bought a house on two acres 
in the Cleveland suburb of 
Willoughby Hills where they 
raised three children, Joanne, 
Thomas and Carol.

Bro. Sadar returned to his 
love of farming and spent 
countless hours tending his 
large orchard and gardens. His 
house had been the caretaker’s 
home for the notorious Mounds 
Club, a nightclub and gambling 
spot run by the Cleveland Mob. 
In 1947, thieves made off with 
$450,000, which was never 
recovered. Legend has it that 
there was a tunnel between 
the Mounds Club and Tony’s 
house where the money was 
hidden. Tony never gave up 
looking for that tunnel!

In 1955, Bro. Sadar was 
hired as a tool and die grinder 
at the Fisher Body Plant in 
Cleveland where he worked for 
30 years. He was proud to have 
landed such a tremendous job 
and always gave credit to his 
union, the United Auto Work-
ers, for the financial security he 
enjoyed. He was a proud Union 
member and Democrat for the 
rest of his life.

A complex man who over-
came many challenges in life, 
Tony loved the outdoors, 
read several newspapers daily 
and was conversant on many 
subjects. He enjoyed music, 
especially polkas and button 
box music, and culture. To 
everyone’s surprise, he wrote 
poems that spoke of his love 
of the outdoors, of working 
hard and of sometimes being 
alone. It’s a testament to Tony’s 
perseverance that he grew from 
a sickly child in Slovenia, one 
not expected to survive, to a 
successful man in America.  
He had a quick wit and wry 
sense of humor, and loved to 
argue politics. Bro. Sadar will 
be greatly missed.

Survivors include his lov-
ing children, Joanne (Jim 
Blackstone) Sadar and Thomas 
(Stacy) Sadar, and his loving 
granddaughters, Rachel and 
Allison Sadar.

Lahko noč, Dad! Vi ste 

najboljši oče na svetu! Lju-
bim te!

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 53 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Sadar’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

SiS. deLoreS g. PoLich
• Lodge 268 •

ELY, Minn. — The Polich 
family sadly reports the Dec. 
4, 2015, passing of Sis. Delores 
Goldie “Laurie” Polich, 88, of 
Deerwood, Minn., surrounded 
by her loving family.

Sis. Polich was born April 
13, 1927, in Crosby, Minn. 
After grad uating from Crosby-
Ironton High School in 1944, 
she attended Crosby-Ironton 
Junior College and was em-
ployed by Minnesota Power & 
Light until she mar ried Donald 
“Denny” Polich on May 23, 
1948. Laurie, in partnership 
with Denny, owned and oper-
ated Polich Fuel Company, 
retiring in 1992.

Laurie was an avid read er. 
She also enjoyed listen ing to 
music, watching sports (espe-
cially basketball) and visiting 
friends and neighbors. Dear-
est to her heart was spending 
time with her family. She was 
a loving wife, mother and 
grandmother whose endear ing 
ways will be missed by all of us.

Sis. Polich was preceded in 
death by her parents, Agnes 
and John Andolshek, whom 
she forever loved and missed 
dearly; and brothers Edward, 
John (Libby) and Albin (Alice).

She is survived by her 
husband of 67 years, Donald 
“Denny” Polich; their chil-
dren, Linda (Bill) Frogner, 
Greg (Linda) Polich, Vicki 
Polich and Mark (Cynthia) 
Polich; granddaughters Adri-
enne Polich (Todd) Kincaide, 
Ginger Polich M.D., Kate 
Polich and Christine Polich; 
and numerous nieces, nephews 
and cousins.

The family wishes to extend 
a special thank you for the care 
given to Laurie by Dr. Camille 
Lang, the staff at CRMC, 
Home Instead and Heartland 
Hospice.

A private memorial serv ice 
was held for Sis. Polich Dec. 8, 

2015, at Koop Funeral Home, 
Crosby, Minn.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 268 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Polich’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. Matt P. lydeN
• Lodge 31 •

SHARON, Pa. — With sad-
ness, the members of Lodge 
31 report the April 1, 2016, 
passing of Bro. Matt P. Lyden, 
90, of Hermitage, Pa.

Bro. Lyden was born May 
18, 1925 in Sharon to Thomas 
and Ann (Casey) Lyden. He 
was a World War II Army 
veteran. After the war he 
opened Ye Olde Parlor Shoppe 
in Mercer, Pa., specializing in 
upholstery repair.

Matt married Irma Bogolin 
in 1954 and became a partner 
in the family grocery store, 
Bogolin’s Market. Located in 
Patagonia, they were known 
for their fresh-cut meats and 
homemade smoked sausage. 
Following Bill Bogolin’s death 
in 1990, the market closed, 
but Matt and Irma continued 
the sausage making tradition 
for their customers during the 
holidays well into their 80s.

Bro. Lyden was a lifelong 
member of Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church, a 43-year 
member of SNPJ Lodge 31 
and a member of the Slovenian 
Workingmen’s Club in Sharon. 
He and Irma could always 
be found wherever there was 
polka music and good times 
taking place.

Surviving are his daughter, 
Patty (Phil) Slomski, with 
whom he resided; a son, Wil-
liam (Renee) Lyden; a grand-
son, W. Patrick Lyden; and 
several nieces and nephews. 
He was preceded in death by 
his wife Irma, three brothers 
and a sister.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Bro. Lyden 
April 9 in Sacred Heart Church.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 31 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Lyden’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

sis. JeNNie r. serro
• Lodge 87 •

HERMINIE, Pa. — The 
Serro family sadly reports 
the April 13, 2016, passing 
of Sis. Jennie R. Serro, 94, of 
Woodstock, Ga., formerly of 
Sarasota, Fla., and Irwin, Pa., 
at the Woodstock Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center.

Sis. Serro was the daughter 
of Albert Frowen and Bertha 
Kellar Frowen. She grew up 
in Herminie, where she met 
her late husband, Martin Serro. 

With Martin, she owned and 
operated Irwin Trailer Sales 
before retiring in 1975 and 
moving to Sarasota in 1980.

Jennie was a devoted wife, 
mother and grandmother. She 
loved being in the kitchen and 
was well-known for her baking. 
She supported her husband in 
his Slovenian interests, enjoy-
ing Slovenian music, singing 
along to an accordion, and 
working with Martin to make 
the Slovenian Crystal Ballroom 
in Herminie a success. She 
could be found there in the 
kitchen many weekends.

While in Sarasota, Sis. Serro 
was very active in St. Patrick’s 
Church as a Eucharistic Min-
ister, supporting the church’s 
women’s group. She also 
volunteered at a Sarasota thrift 
shop for many years. She was 
always interested in sewing and 
crafts, reading, and traveling 
with her husband.

Jennie was a member of 
SNPJ Lodge 87 and active 
in the Crystal Ballroom; the 
Croatian Lodge of Cokeburg, 
Pa.; St. Edward and Immacu-
late Conception churches in 
Pennsylvania; and St. Patrick’s 
Catholic Church in Sarasota, 
Fla.

She is survived by her 
daughters, Marlene (Chuck) 
Davis and Dr. Linda Serro; 
three grandchildren, Dr. Greg-
ory Houck, Catherine (Gary) 
Mazur and Michael Houck; and 
two great-grandchildren, Jacob 
Houck and Ella Mazur. She 
has many surviving nieces and 
nephews who will also miss 
her dearly. She was preceded 
in death by her loving husband 
of 62 years, Martin Serro; 
her parents; and her brothers, 
William Frowen and Clifford 
Frowen.

A funeral mass for Sis. Serro 
was celebrated at St. Edwards 
Catholic Church, Herminie, 
on April 21, with interment at 
the Westmoreland Memorial 
Park, Greensburg, Pa. In lieu 
of flowers, donations may be 
made in Jennie’s honor to the 
SNPJ Slovenian Club, 23 Third 
St., Herminie, PA 15637.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 87 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Serro’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. ANTON SADAR Jr. (53)

V Blag Spomin

anthony F. 
“tony” Sadar

b. Dec. 10, 1921
d. June 24, 2000

“O Lord,
shower upon 
them all the 

outpourings of 
Thy mercy, rain 
down upon them 
all the waters of 

Thy grace...”

They were devoted to each other and to their five children who remember them 
with love, along with their 11 grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren.

alBina ErzEn
Sadar

b. Sept. 1, 1922
d. Nov. 25, 1996

Wed on May 11, 1946

SNPJ Crossword
LOVE SONGS (#0516) solution

Sons Jim, Ronald (“Buzz”) & Jeffrey and their families.

In loving remembrance of

Rose Cadez

b : Jan. 25, 1927
d: May 18, 2014

Strabane, Pa.
Lodge 138

In Loving Memory

W. Daniel Biearman
Dec. 11, 1935 — May 26, 1994

Those we love remain with us,
for love itself  lives on.

And cherished memories never fade
because a loved one’s gone.
Those we love can never be
more than a thought apart,

for as long as there is a memory 
they’ll live on within our heart.

Sadly missed by his wife Esther; daughter Susan (Jay) Sedmak; sons Fred (Brenda)
and Dennis (Joyce); grandchildren Katie (Chris), Stephanie, Sam and Christine; 
and great-grandson Michael. BRIDGEVILLE, PA

DEATHS REPORTED
For the month of February 2016
   DATE OF
LODGE NAME DEATH CITY-STATE
 5 Doris M. Sadar 12-02-2015 Wickliffe, Oho
 5 John W. Yappel 01-08-2016 Mentor, Ohio
 6 Andrew F. Ferlic 02-17-2012 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 6 Thomas J. Sray 01-16-2016 McDonald, Pa.
 6 Richard J. Hertzler Sr. 01-12-2016 Houston, Pa.
 8 Frank Kovacic 01-05-2016 Lemont, Ill.
 8 Dorothy Fosle 12-16-2015 Lansing, Ill.
 87 Mary S. Bencloski 01-01-2016 Herminie, Pa.
 89 Patrick C. Gastgeb 12-19-2015 McDonald, Pa.
 106 Sally DiAngelo 11-22-2015 Venetia, Pa.
 107 Helen M. Stuckey 01-11-2016 Saint Charles, Mo.
 120 Peter J. Basgal 12-27-2015 Gallup, N.M.
 138 Larry Few 01-26-2016 Canonsburg, Pa.
 138 Lillian L. Senkinc 01-10-2016 Canonsburg, Pa.
 138 Katherine J. Kesling 01-29-2016 Rayland, Ohio
 138 Lila P. Arnal 01-28-2016 Washington, Pa.
 158 Wallace N. Kunsitis 01-15-2016 Willougby, Ohio
 158 Angela Sneller 12-07-2015 Euclid, Ohio
 218 Louis Zutman 12-31-2015 Northglenn, Colo.
 223 Robert W. Junker 01-30-2016 Delmont, Pa.
 225 Warren A. Pike 12-17-2015 Girard, Kan.
 225 Leonard W. Skerbinek 04-15-2012 Willow Springs, Ill.
 254 Elsie J. Kluchar 11-04-2015 Denville, N.J.
 254 Tanner L. Hinterliter 01-28-2016 Johnstown, Pa.
 265 Joseph E. Druga 10-27-2015 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 274 Nicholas W. Sikora 01-25-2016 Beaverdale, Pa.
 304 Gloria G. Lumbert 12-07-2015 San Antonio, Texas
 518 Marianne D. Bard 12-15-2015 Ravenna, Ohio
 559 Hilda A. Lotrich 01-03-2016 Oak Forest, Ill.
 562 Agnes Kobasko 11-26-2014 Wheeling, W.Va.
 566 Dorothy F. Srnovrsnik 07-30-2015 Mentor, Ohio
 581 Lewis F. Bizzak 12-22-2015 Kane, Pa.
 581 Joseph Skubits 12-31-2015 Manville, N.J.
 581 Angela D. Bettyas 01-31-2016 Howell, N.J.
 584 Mary A. Gwinn 01-06-2016 Butternut, Wis.
 686 Anne J. Ojala 12-31-2015 St. Hurley, Wis.
 715 Jen Scoletti 01-04-2016 Washington, D.C.
 721 Matilda Santis 11-04-2015 Maspeth, N.Y.
 749 Elsie Tercek 01-31-2016 Johnstown, Pa.
 770 Edward G. Vallus 01-27-2016 Poland, Ohio
 776 Mary Ann Strawhecker 12-09-2015 New Castle, Pa.
 786 E. Guy Johnson 12-24-2015 Fountain Valley, Calif.

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary

LJUBLJANA — The Cen-
ter for Slovene as a Second/
Foreign Language at the 
University of Ljubljana invites 
you to visit Slovenia July 4-29 
for a course in the Slovenian 
language at the University of 
Ljubljana Faculty of Arts.

Adult students can choose 
between a two-week (40 hour) 
or four-week (80 hour) morning 
course, each consisting of four 
lessons per day. These classes 
will be held Monday-Friday 
from 9 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. 
If you’re looking for a more 
intensive study, an optional 
course will be offered July 
5-15 and/or July 19-29. The 
optional course will include 

two additional classes per 
day Monday-Friday from 2 to 
3:30 p.m.

Courses will be offered 
at various levels: beginner 
(conversation and phonetics), 
intermediate (conversation, 
Slovenian literature, culture 
and grammar) and advanced 
(conversation, Slovenian litera-
ture, culture and preparation 
for exams).

At the end of the course, 
students will receive a cer-
tificate of attendance from the 
University of Ljubljana, and the 
appropriate ECTS (European 
Credit Transfer and Accumu-
lation System) credits: three 
for a 60-hour course, four for 

an 80-hour course or six for a 
120-hour course. In addition, 
students will have the op-
portunity to take a final exam 
administered by the Center for 
Slovene as a Second/Foreign 
Language.

The summer school also 
includes a social program that 
allows students to learn about 
cultural practices and customs, 
meet famous and interesting 
Slovenians, view a Slovenian 
film or theatrical production, 
attend a concert, and take part 
in some sports. These activities 
will be held in the afternoons 
and evenings, and are covered 
by the tuition. Portions of the 
accompanying programs will 

be translated into English, 
enabling beginners to follow 
along.

Participants must be at least 
18 years old. Tuition fees vary 
and cover the language cours-
es and additional activities. 
Textbooks will be purchased 
separately after the results of 
the placement test. Tuition does 
not include the final exam.

The application deadline 
is June 24 (July 8 for the July 
19-29 course). Invoices will be 
sent by mail or e-mail. Visit 
http://centerslo.si/en/courses-
for-adults/schools/summer-
school/ for more information 
about enrollment, prices and 
payment.

Slovenian summer school accepting enrollments

Sis. DELORES G. POLICH (268)
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SNPJ Recreation Center 
2016 Dance Schedule
June 11 Heritage Center Weekend* 2 to 8
  (lower pavilion)

July 2 Val Pawlowski’s 65th Birthday Bash 3 to 7
  Celebrating 21 years in polka radio
July 8-10 SLOVENEFEST 2016 Day-long
July 30 CivapFest 4 to 8
  Turcola-Kravos Orchestra

Aug. 20 Western Pa. Fraternal Weekend* 4 to 10
  Eddie Rodick Orchestra
  & Don Wojtila Orchestra

Sept. 4 National SNPJ Days* 2 to 8
  Joe Grkman Orchestra & The Polka Bros.
  (lower pavilion)
Sept. 24 Rec Center Wine & Sausage Fest 2 to 8
  Turcola-Kravos & more

*Denotes free dance

Admission is $5. Dances offer a wood-fired barbecue, 
a farmers market, blind draw bean bag tournament and 
free polka lessons in the dancing booth. Dances are held 
in the upper pavilion unless otherwise noted. Schedule 
is subject to change. For information phone the SNPJ 
Recreation Center at 1-877-767-5732.

The SNPJ Farm
2016 Dance Schedule

June 5 SNPJ Farm Board Picnic  3 to 7
  Frank Moravcik Orchestra
June 12 Fairport Lodge 355 Picnic  3 to 7
  Bob Kravos Band
June 19 V Boj Lodge 53 Picnic  3 to 7
  Wayne Tomsic Orchestra
June 26 Spartans Lodge 576 Picnic  3 to 7
  Joe Novak & Friends
  (2016 Beaverdale Reunion)

July 3 Cleveland Federation Picnic:
  “Salute to Slovenia”  3 to 7
  Jeff Pecon Orchestra
July 4 Val Pawlowski’s Polka Radio Show
  Benefit Dance & Pig Roast  1 to 7
  Del Sinchak & Frank Stanger bands
July 17 Loyalites Lodge 158 Picnic  3 to 7
  Bob Kravos Band
July 24 Strugglers Lodge 614 Picnic  3 to 7
  Bob Kravos Band
July 31 Cleveland Lodge 126 Picnic  3 to 7
  Eddie Rodick Orchestra

Dancers enjoy the finest in Cleveland-style polkas and 
waltzes at the SNPJ Farm. The Farm features the best-
known names in polka music, plus down-home dining. 
Gates open at noon. Dinners served Sundays starting 
at 2 p.m. with music and dancing from 3 to 7 p.m. The 
bar opens at 1 p.m. Sunday picnic admission is $8. Rent 
the SNPJ Farm for your special functions! For additional 
information phone (440) 256-3423 or (440) 461-6476.

SNPJ Farm, 10946 Heath Road, Kirtland, Ohio
off Chardon Road (Route 6), three miles east of Route 306
For information phone (440) 256-3423 or (440) 461-6476

by JERRY WATSON
Lodge 34 Secretary/Treasurer

INDIANAPOLIS — Dober 
dan! Lodge 34 members Jozef, 
Randy and I enjoyed participat-
ing in the 80th SNPJ National 
Bowling Tournament. Our 
scores weren’t as high as we 
had hoped they’d be, but we 
had a great time. Thanks to all 
who help to make it a success-
ful tournament. We missed our 
bowling friends from Detroit; 
maybe we’ll see them next year!

The next quarterly meet-
ing of Lodge 34 will take 
place at the June 11 Slovenian 
National Home Fest. We hope 
to finalized plans for our 
June 17 Friday night dinner 

at the Home. Our menu will 
be chicken salad, bean salad, 
beets, deviled eggs and potica 
for dessert.

We are excited to wel-
come another new addition 
to Lodge 34 family, Michael 
Dragan Schuett. The May 2 
issue of PRoSvETA featured 
Michael’s cousins, the Watson 
and VanSchaack families. Mi-
chael’s great-great-grandfather 
was Martin Dragan. Mikaela 
VanSchaack’s great-great-
grandmother was Martin’s sis-
ter Louise. Martin and Louise 
left the village of Stara Bucka 
near Skocjan in Dolenskja and 
came to America in the early 
1900s, settling in Indianapolis.

Lodge 34 recently welcomed baby Michael to the world, 
joined here by his grandmother MARY DRAGAN, mother 
MARTINA SCHUETT, sister ANGELINA SCHUETT and 
great-grandmother ANGIE RAIMONDI DRAGAN.

Another new addition 
to the Lodge 34 family

Spring cleaning project sets the tone for Lodge 355
by LEE JACKOPIN

Lodge 355 Secretary

FAIRPORT HARBOR, Ohio — Fairport Lodge 355 
held its 10th Spring Work Party at the Fairport Ameri-
can Slovenian Club, the Lodge’s fraternal home. This 
year Lodge 355 and the Slovenian Club co-sponsored 
the event. The date was Saturday, April 23, from 9 a.m. 
to noon, and included volunteer workers from both the 
Lodge and the club. Mother Nature gave us a decent 
day, which was a little on the cold side but without rain.

A special task this year was to spray paint the 80-
foot homemade Slovenian-style fence that encloses the 
recreational balina courts, picnic tables and annex build-
ing. Today the inside of the fence was painted. Also, the 
base timbers of the balina courts were painted. Another 
special task was to replace a vertical post for the fence 
door. The easy part was removing the door, but the hard 
job was to dig down three feet to remove the concrete 
foundation of the post.

The usual spring work involved picking up the leaves 
that had accumulated along fences, hedges and build-
ings, and in the flowerbeds and balina courts;  removing 
weeds from all over;  trimming the perennials;  and 
spading the flowerbeds. The catch-all three-foot wide 
areas between the fences, and the side and rear of the 
annex building were sorted through and a lot of “stuff” 
was trashed.

Volunteer workers included Lodge 355 members Jim 
Reho, Lou Reho, Al Clingerman and me, as well as Joe 
Zuzek, Bob Patrick, Mike and Nancy Maruschak, Lois 
Melin, and Bob Zeitz. Lodge 355 says a hearty thank 
you to these volunteers who helped even though everyone 
had spring cleaning work to do at home and are busy 
with family and other activities.

Mark your calendar for some of the upcoming SNPJ 
events in the Fairport Harbor area. Fairport Lodge 355 
will host a picnic at the SNPJ Farm on Sunday, June 12, 
and we need Lodge volunteers! Our picnic will feature 
good food and the Bob Kravos Band. Lodge 355 will 
attend a Lake County Captains baseball game Monday, 
Aug. 22, and take part in the SNPJ Slovenian Heritage 
celebration.

The bottom line is that the Spring Work Party had 
everyone pitching in to do what they were able while 
having a fun time supporting our fraternal home, Slo-
venian heritage and culture.

Assisting with the annual Spring Work Party at the American Slovenian 
Club in Fairport Harbor, Ohio, were Lodge 355 members [above] JIM 
REHO, LOU REHO, LEE JACKOPIN, and [below, far right] ALAN 
CLINGERMAN and friends.

Official Proceedings
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
April 12, 2016

The meeting was called to order at 11 a.m. by President Evanish 
with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
The minutes from the March 8, 2016, meeting were read and 
approved.
Approved President Evanish to attend the Executive Summit 
hosted by the American Fraternal Alliance in Toronto in May.
Approved the mileage reimbursement for the Young Adult 
Conference for those traveling by car to be two times the IRS 
charitable mileage rate.
Reported that there will be a reception on Thursday, June 9, at 
SNPJ Lodge 106 to celebrate 25 years of independence of the 
Republic of Slovenia with special guests Mr. Gorazd Žmavc, 
Minister for Slovenians Abroad for the Republic of Slovenia, 
and Dr. Zvone Žigon, Secretary, Ministry of Slovenians Abroad 
for the Republic of Slovenia.
Reported that Sales Director Bud Paladino will retire on April 
22, 2016.
Received $69,200 from the Westmoreland County Federation 
for the reimbursable grants owed to the Society.
Discussed website updates for The Alpine Room.
Approved the transfer of members from SNPJ Lodge 268 which 
will be completed in the next few weeks.
Approved the change to the minimum issue for the Graded 
Benefit Whole Life product to be $5,000.
Discussed several items of business including the financial 
statements for the first quarter of 2016, the Recreation Center 
and ways to reach a break-even point in the next several years, 
and the PBGC premiums.
Approved a payment of $500 for sponsorship of the Canonsburg 
4th of July parade as partners with SNPJ Lodge 138.
Approved registration payment of $125 to the Pennsylvania 
Fraternal Alliance for the Legislative Luncheon.
Approved a payment of $80 to South Hills Junior Tamburitzans 
for a full-page ad in their spring concert program.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p.m.

JOSEPH C. EVANISH
National President/CEO

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO

by LINDA GORJUP
Lodge 158 Secretary

EUCLID, Ohio — Well, 
spring is finally here... or so we 
thought in Cleveland. Imagine 
our surprise to see snow flying 
on Sunday, May 15! The last 
time it snowed on May 15 in 
Cleveland was in 1907. Hope-
fully we saw the last of the 
white stuff until next winter.

The Loyalites held their 
meeting on May 12 at Recher 
Hall. With the picnic season 
beginning, we received our 
first group of tickets for the 
June picnics at the SNPJ Farm. 
We bought them all and raffled 
them off to the members in 
attendance. This is one benefit 
to coming to our meetings: 
you could win a free dinner at 
the SNPJ Farm for one of the 
Sunday picnics.

We continued discussion 

of our upcoming picnic which 
will be held Sunday, July 17. 
Bobby Kravos will be supply-
ing the music for your dancing 
pleasure. The menu has been 
selected as well, and we will 
have krofe donuts that day. 
Drawing tickets will be mailed 
out shortly to out-of-town 
members, and invitations will 
be sent to our 50-, 60- and 70-
year members. A big thank 
you goes out to Jane Srnick for 
donating our drawing tickets.

We discussed commu-
nity service ideas and have 
a couple of possible ideas to 
narrow down. Pat Nevar and 
Eileen Markusic told us about 
a service wherein you send in 
plastic bottle caps which are 
then recycled into other prod-
ucts (i.e. tables, chairs, etc.) So 
we are asking all Loyalites to 
start saving plastic bottle caps 

ONLY, and bring them to a 
meeting or to our picnic. We 
will be collecting all year long, 
so start saving now!

Some last-minute May 
birthdays include Jane Srnick 
and Philip Monreal. Dorothy 
Gorjup was treated to brunch 
with her family on May 15 at 
her son Jim’s home to celebrate 
her 91st birthday. 

June birthday wishes go 
out to Don Srnick, Marianne 
Lorenzo and Dylan Gorjup. 
June wedding anniversary 
wishes are extended to Rick 
and Bonnie Gorjup, and Mike 
and Marianne Lorenzo.

Congratulations to Nicho-
las Horabik who made his 
Confirmation on May 11. He 
was sponsored by Elizabeth 
Smrdel.

Heading to Lost Wages 
(oops... Las Vegas) are Loy-

alite members Colleen Frank 
Sr., Colleen Frank Jr., Mari-
anne Lorenzo, Molly O’Malley 
and Jan Smrdel. Let’s hope they 
bring back lots of winnings.

Finally, our next Loyalite 
meeting will be held Thursday, 
June 9, at the Recher Hall upper 
bar annex. Our meetings start 
at 7 p.m. and usually last about 
an hour. We would love to see 
more members at our meetings. 
Please come and have some fun 
with us. Loyalites meet every 
second Thursday of the month 
at 7 p.m. in Recher Hall.

If you have any news to 
share, please e-mail me at 
lmg1020@att.net. And if you 
have any insurance questions 
or are interested in signing up 
a family member or friend, 
please contact me at (440) 
853 -8776 or (216) 650-1279, 
or by e-mail.

Loyalites collecting caps for community service
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SNPJ Senior Week
Aug. 21-27, 2016, at the SNPJ Recreation Center

Registration Form
Registrants must have an SNPJ annuity or 

life insurance policy to receive member rates.

Names: _______________________________________

  _______________________________________

  _______________________________________

  _______________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

______________________________________________

Phone: (        ) ________________Lodge No.:  ________  

Email address:
______________________________________________

Make all checks payable to SNPJ Recreation Center. 
Send completed reservation form along with enrollment fee to:

SNPJ Recreation Center
270 Martin Road • Enon Valley, PA 16120

Phone toll-free: 1-877-767-5732
Registration Deadline: July 31, 2016

I/we require a cabin rental
(weekly rate is $210 per person, plus tax)

I/we have an RV at the Recreation Center
(weekly rate is $170 per person, plus tax)
I am not an SNPJ member
(weekly rate is $370 per person, plus tax)

80th SNPJ National Bowling Tournament Results
Tournament rolled May 7-8, 2016, hosted by Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 at the SNPJ Recreation Center

Name Lodge Score Prize Name Lodge Score PrizeMen’s Doubles Event
Team Lodge Score Prize
*D. Fetcko/B. Lawrence 138 1,307 $150
**D. Prejsnar/D. Sankovich 770 1,423 $150
E. Valencic/N. Verch 138/158 1,413 $92
E. Lorenzato/A.J. Phillips 6 1,372 $56
Je. Watson/Jo. Watson 34 1,369 $50
T. Zivkovich/M. Brately 158 1,351 $48
G. Supinsky/J. Golden 6 1,328 $44.50
L. Novak/C. Young 576 1,328 $44.50
R. Bacca/G. Gottschalk 6 1,308 $42
K. Lawrence/R. Brumbaugh 138 1,298 $40

Men’s Singles Event
Name Lodge Score Prize
*J. Kuisis 6 693 $85
**G. Curl 6 734 $85
N. Verch 158 717 $65
D. Sankovich 770 709 $55
E. Lorenzato 6 696 $42
B. Frank 158 675 $37
T. Sedora 138 669 $35
A. Brumbaugh 138 667 $34
M. Lawrence 576 661 $33
Ja. Cadez 138 660 $30

S. Morgan 138 659 $28
M. Brately 158 657 $27
D. Prejsnar 770 655 $26
J. McNurlen 138 651 $24.50
B. Lawrence 138 651 $24.50
T. Zivkovich 158 640 $23
K. Lawrence 138 639 $22
G. Gottschalk 6 638 $21
I. Brumbaugh 138 637 $20

Men’s Team Event
Team Lodge Score Prize
*Team McNurlen 138/6 2,533 $144
**Team Brumbaugh 138/576 2,757 $144
Mend Broken Boat 138 2,643 $100
Pocket Pounders 158/564 2,609 $80
3 V’s and a C 138/158 2,588 $72
Handsome Devils 6/715/721 2,566 $64
Renegade Hawaiians 6 2,548 $61

Men’s All Events
Name Lodge Score Prize
*B. Lawrence 138 2,019 $56
**N. Verch 158 2,048 $56

S. Morgan 138 2,027 $44
M. Lawrence 576 2,026 $30
A. Brumbaugh 138 2,023 $25
M. Brately 158 2,013 $24

Women’s Doubles Event
Team Lodge Score Prize
*K. Miller/D. Jessop 6 960 $112
**M. Baselj/A. Russ 6/158 1,340 $112
D. Zupancic/K. Pintar 6 1,323 $72
D. James/T. Carroll 6 1,308 $54
B. Snow/L. Mickle 6 1,298 $50
S. Srnick/J. Smrdel 158 1,286 $44
J. Braun/P. Powers 6 1,277 $42

Women’s Singles Event
Name Lodge Score Prize
*P. Cushman 138 519 $75
**J. Braun 6 701 $75
T. Halaburda 158 691 $60
A. Russ 138 682 $48
Dan. Brand 6 680 $35
D. Horabik 158 668 $30
P. Smith 6 662 $28

K. Brumbaugh 138 647 $25
T. Carroll 6 646 $24
T. Vehar 138 645 $23
C. Frank Sr. 158 644 $21.50
P. Powers 6 644 $21.50
L. Mickle 6 636 $20

Women’s Team Event
Team Lodge Score Prize
*Livin’ On A Spare 6/138 1,899 $120
**XXX Club 6 2,678 $120
Beer Babes 138 2,580 $80
Irish Creams 158 2,571 $72
Superstars 6 2,513 $68

Women’s All Events
Name Lodge Score Prize
*B. Bozicevich 6 1,525 $40
**Dan. Brand 6 1,996 $40
**P. Powers 6 1,996 $40
T. Carroll 6 1,995 $25
K. Pintar 6 1,989 $20

*Indicates Actual Champion
**Indicates Handicap Champion

Name Lodge Score Prize

HERITAGE WEEKEND
FROM PAGE 1 

free activities offered for fami-
lies are swimming, miniature 
golf, a bouncy house, face 
painting, scavenger hunt and 
coloring contest. We encourage 
parents and grandparents to 
bring their young ones out to 
enjoy the day and learn about 
their heritage.

As a reminder to those living 
in the Mahoning and Shenango 
Valley areas of Youngstown, 
Ohio, and Sharon, Pa., the 
Simply Slavic Heritage Festival 
will take place in downtown 
Youngstown on Saturday, June 
18, starting at noon. The SNPJ 
Heritage Center will be in the 
marketplace selling various 
items from our gift shop. We’ll 
also have a traveling Slovenian 
heritage display set up in the 
ethnic tent. There will be Slavic 
food available to purchase in 
the big food tent, as well as 
Slavic music in the entertain-
ment tent.

I hope everyone has made 
plans to attend Slovenefest July 
8-10. If you haven’t already, be 
sure to make your hotel reser-
vations as soon as possible. The 
Heritage Center is planning 
several very interesting mini-
talks on the outside patio that 
Saturday. This is something 
new for the Heritage Center and 
we hope it will be well received. 
You’ll hear from Kollander 
Travel about trips to Slovenia 
in 2017 and Wojtila Bakery will 
tell you all about their good-
ies, just to name a few. I can’t 
believe another Slovenefest is 
upon us! How fast time flies 
when you’re having fun.

I recently returned from 
the European Union Embassy 
Open House Weekend in 
Washington, D.C. The 28 em-
bassies of the European Union 
opened their buildings to give 

a rare look inside. The SNPJ 
Heritage Center was part of 
the Slovenian Embassy’s open 
house on May 14. In attendance 
were Heritage Center Commit-
tee members Ed Robich, Sue 
Mals and myself, as well as 
Cathy Kalenits from the SNPJ 
Recreation Center Committee. 
We left on Friday to arrive at 
the embassy late afternoon to 
unpack our displays. We were 
met at the door by Ambassador 
Božo Cerar and his right hand 
lady, Cultural, Press and Pub-
lic Diplomacy Officer Nuška 
Zakrajšek, who was in charge 
of this event.

The next day brought us 
back to the embassy bright 
and early to get organized for 
the day and enjoy some coffee 
and pastries before the open-
ing at 10 a.m. We had heard 
from previous attendees that a 
large crowd is always expected, 
but much to our surprise it 
was reported that a total of 
3,500 people came through 
the embassy in just six hours! 
We met people who knew all 
about SNPJ, the Rec Center and 
Slovenefest, and others who 
knew a little but wanted more 
information. There were also 
people who had heard about 
Slovenia and asked questions 
about our heritage.

Many of those in attendance 
commented on how gracious 
the embassy was for pass-
ing out sausage circles from 
Cleveland, plus potica, apple 
strudel and gibinica squares. 
There was also a pumpkin 
seed oil tasting. The best 
part of the day was the wine 
tasting followed by the Laško 
beer tasting and ending with 
the Slovenian vodka tasting. 
Needless to say, we sampled 
all of it. There were students on 
hand from elementary schools 
in Savinjska Dolina cooking 

traditional dishes, and we met 
their parents who accompa-
nied them. Of course, the live 
Slovenian accordion music 
provided by Frank, Alex and 
Kara rocked the place.

We want to thank Miss 
SNPJ 2016 Julie Rockwell for 
spending time chatting with us. 
Julie was one of the volunteers 
in the childrens’ activity area. 
We enjoyed hearing about her 
future plans in medicine and 
wish her luck. Mom Janice 
and brother Robbie stopped 
by to chat before heading to 
Ambridge, Pa., for a gradua-
tion party.

We were tired at the end of 
the day, but thrilled to be part 
of this event and, as we all 
said, make memories. We can’t 
thank the Slovenian Embassy 

volunteers enough for making 
sure we had everything we 
needed and for checking on 
us during the day. This was 
our third year representing 
the SNPJ Slovenian Heritage 
Center and I’m sure we will 
be back. It was a beautiful and 
sunny weekend in Washington, 
D.C., compared to the cold and 
even snowy weather we left be-
hind in Ohio and Pennsylvania. 
Let’s hope our summer weather 
is finally kicking in.

The busy season for the 
SNPJ Heritage Center is just 
beginning. We have activities 
planned for Youth Roundup, 
as well as our usual wine 
and cheese events for Family 
Weeks and Senior Week. We 
hope to see you at the Recre-
ation Center soon!

The SNPJ Heritage Center 
readies for Family Fun Day

[From left] SNPJ Heritage Center Committee members 
SUE MALS, ED ROBICH and KATHY PAULENICH manning 
the Heritage Center display table during the Embassy Open 
House Weekend.

by TINA RIGLER 
Lodge 449 Secretary/Treasurer

CICERO, Ill. — Cicero 
Neighbors Lodge 449 met 
March 20. President Vince 
Rigler conducted the meeting. 
As secretary, I read all com-
munications received from the 
SNPJ Home Office. Officers 
not able to make the meeting 
were Sergeant-at-Arms Eli-
nore Laben and Auditor Elena 
Maresh; Justin Rigler was ap-
pointed Sergeant-at-Arms for 
the meeting.

Congratulations to 60-year 
members Emil Kritzer and 
Darla Shaw.

Lodge members nomi-
nated Robert Rigler, Meredith 
Maresh, Elena Maresh, Lucas 
Stimach and Shane Miller to 
attend the Young Adult Confer-
ence June 24-26. Jason Rigler 
was nominated to attend the 
TEL Workshop Aug. 5-7.

Auditors Justin Rigler, 

Elena Maresh and Robert 
Rigler audited the financials 
of the Lodge. The report was 
read by Justin Rigler and all 
auditors agreed that all Lodge 
finances were in order.

A moment of silence was 
observed for deceased member 
Nancy Tucci.

I gave the Chicago District 
Federation report, noting that 
several Lodge 449 members 
will be participating in the Me-
morial Day services sponsored 
by the Federation. Some of our 
young adults and youth mem-
bers volunteered to participate 
in the program, and to serve as 
color guard and take part in the 
flag ceremony.

Following the meeting, 
members enjoyed playing card 
bingo and winning prizes. 
The next Lodge 449 meeting 
will be held June 19 during 
the Father’s Day picnic at St. 
Mary’s in Lemont, Ill.

The members of Cicero Neighbors Lodge 449 enjoyed a 
game of card bingo at the conclusion of their March meeting.

Memorial services open 
the Lodge 449 summer
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