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The 35th Slovenefest 
is coming July 8-10! 

Check out the week-
end entertainment 

schedule, then plan 
to join us at the 

Recreation Center.
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The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are Aug. 1 and Sept. 1. All material must 
be received by Wednesday, July 20, for 
the Aug. 1 issue, and by Wednesday, 
Aug. 17, for the Sept. 1 issue. If you are 
concerned about making the deadline, 
send an e-mail to prosveta@snpj.com 
or submit your material via the publica-
tions area of our website, www.snpj.org.

THE
DEADLINE

P
E

R
IO

D
IC

A
L M

A
TE

R
IA

L

• Louis R. Catania
Born April 6, 2013

Cleveland Lodge 604
Lodge 604 welcomes Louis Rudolf Catania 
as its newest member. Rudy is the son of 
Nicholas Catania and Gretchen Catania; 
and the grandson of Ronald Stiger and Ruth 
L. Stiger (604), and Ignatius Catania and 
Maryanne Catania. We welcome Rudy to 
the Slovene National Benefit Society and 
send best wishes to his entire family.

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — Volunteers 
are needed during Slovenefest to work the 
admission gates. Those interested in the 
morning shift, 9 a.m. to noon, on Saturday, 
July 9, and Sunday, July 10, or the evening 
shift, 6 to 10 p.m. on Friday, July 8, and 
Saturday, July 9, should contact me at 
kpaulenich@roadrunner.com.

KAthY PAULENICh 
Lodge 776

Slovenefest seeking 
volunteers for admissions

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office be closed Monday, July 4, in cel-
ebration of Independence Day. Normal 
office hours, 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., will 
resume Tuesday, July 5. We wish all SNPJ 
members and friends a happy and safe 
Independence Day.

Home Office closed for
the 4th of July holiday

STRABANE, Pa. — It’s “Duck Season” 
in Strabane! The SNPJ Lodge 138 racing 
ducks are in training camp, and they’re in 
fantastic shape. The Great Duck Race and 
family picnic is scheduled for Saturday, 
July 16. The family picnic will begin at 4 
p.m. with food being served from 4 to 6 
p.m. Entertainment by the Karl Lukitsch 
Band will start at 6. Post time for the Duck 
Race is 7 p.m. Your donation of a covered 
dish is always appreciated. Duck tickets 
are now available from your favorite 
salesperson. We hope to see you there!

BOB LAWRENCE 
Lodge 138 Secretary

Lodge 138 lining up the
ducks for the annual race

New program will offer 
Slovenefest visitors a 

“Closer Look at Slovenia”
by KATHY PAULENICH (776)

SNPJ Heritage Center Committee

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — What time is 
it? It’s Slovenefest time! The biggest and best 
Slovenian event of the year will take place July 
8-10 at the SNPJ Recreation Center.

All SNPJ members should have received their 
brochure in the mail with the band lineup and 
special events for each day. However, missing 
from the brochure is the new event planned by 
SNPJ Heritage Center Committee members 

Seph Kumer and Tracey Belle titled “A Closer 
Look at Slovenia.” This event will take place on 
the patio outside the side doors of the Heritage 
Center on Saturday and Sunday afternoons. 
Twenty-minute presentations will be held on 
the hour, followed by a question-and-answer 
period. You’ll hear from Wojtila Bakery about 
the potica-making process; from Rosemarie 
Jisa about ancestry; from Mladi Glas Planinka 
about dance; from Kollander World Travel about 
traveling overseas to Slovenia; from Murski Val 
about the Slovenian national costume and but-
ton box; and from Petra Mitchell, the Slovenian 
honorary consul in Pittsburgh.

Be sure to stop by the Heritage Center any-
time during the weekend to check out our new 
supply of items as well as some new T-shirt 

designs that we’re sure you’ll enjoy. 
Another special Slovenefest activity will be 

happening inside the Heritage Center gift shop, 
with Slovenian Genealogy Society International 
Research Center members Ed Oshaben and 
Rosemarie Macek Jisa on hand to help you 
trace your Slovenian heritage. If you don’t know 
where to begin or are having difficulty with your 
research, stop by the Heritage Center between 
the hours of noon and 3 p.m. on Saturday or 
Sunday of Slovenefest weekend for free help. 
Be sure to bring any documents and informa-
tion you may have.

As a side note to our members, we could use 
some extra volunteers in the Heritage Center 

SNPJ Heritage Center adding to Slovenefest activity

SEE SLOVENEFESt
ON PAGE 8

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Everyone is invited to 
the SNPJ Recreation Center Aug. 19-20 for 
a weekend full of fun!

The weekend will kick off Friday, Aug. 19, 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Gostilna as we welcome 
the SNPJ Western Pa. Button Box Club to the 
stage. The kitchen will be open all weekend, 
providing a full menu for purchase. 

On Saturday, Aug. 20, a balina tournament 
will begin at 9 a.m. in the Balinarena, and a 
bean bag toss tournament will start at 4 p.m. 
at the upper pavilion. Entry forms for both 
of these tournaments can be obtained by e-
mailing snpj106@gmail.com. You can also 
register to participate in these tournaments 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center. The entry fee 
for these co-ed tournaments is $5 per person, 
and you can enter as a team or individually.

In honor of the 25th anniversary of Slo-
venia’s independence, the SNPJ Heritage 
Center is sponsoring a special performance 
by Ansambel Kolovrat from Slovenia from 2 
to 5 p.m. at the upper pavilion. This perfor-
mance will be followed by the Eddie Rodick 
Orchestra from 5 to 6:30 p.m. and 8 to 9:30 
p.m., and the Don Wojtila Orchestra from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. and 9:30 to 11 p.m.

We look forward to seeing all of you at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center Aug. 19-20 as we 
enjoy the spirit of fraternalism. Reserve your 
cabin today by phoning the SNPJ Recreation 
Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732

2016 Fraternal 
Weekend will
toast Slovenia’s 
independence

A Regal Weekend in the Nation’s Capital
Miss SNPJ 2016 JULIE ROCKWELL (138) spent a weekend in April in Washington, D.C., 
representing SNPJ and Slovenia during the annual Cherry Blossom Festival. While in the 
nation’s capital, she took the opportunity to visit the Slovenian embassy. See page 7 for the 
complete rundown of Julie’s weekend activities. If you’ll be attending Slovenefest the weekend 
of July 8-10, be sure to say hello to Julie as she completes her year-long reign as Miss SNPJ.

by KRISTEN CUSHMAN (138)
Miss SNPJ Pageant Committee

STRABANE, Pa. — I hope all SNPJ members 
are enjoying the summer weather and getting 
excited for Slovenefest! Slovenefest weekend, 
July 8-10, will be filled with plenty of polka 
music, dancing, children’s activities, delicious 
food and the annual Miss SNPJ Pageant. No 
matter what draws you to the Recreation Center 
during Slovenefest, it’s sure to be a great time 

well spent with family and friends.
I’m excited about so many aspects of Slo-

venefest, but as a member of this year’s Miss 
SNPJ Pageant Committee I am most looking 
forward to spending time with the pageant 
contestants and seeing them shine on stage! 
SNPJ graciously supports the pageant tradi-
tion and does a fabulous job treating each 
contestant like royalty.

If you would like to help contribute to the 

Pageant Booster Fund, any donation would be 
greatly appreciated. Checks should be mailed 
to the Slovene National Benefit Society, Attn: 
Fraternal Department, 247 West Allegheny 
Rd., Imperial, PA 15126. We thank you in 
advance for your generosity.

If you’re planning to attend Slovenefest this 
year, be on the lookout to meet and greet the 
Miss SNPJ Pageant contestants throughout 
the weekend!

Donating to the Pageant Booster Fund supports tradition

by JEAN KOCI
Lodge 786 Secretary

ORANGE COUNTY, Calif. — Going from 
winery to winery over the past years – sometimes 
spending several years at the same location – 
has taught us that Wiens Family Cellars is just 
about the best place to be for the annual Lodge 
786 Wine Tasting Picnic.

With our guests due to arrive around noon, 
several Orange Coast Lodge 786 members 
arrived early to unload cars and start putting 

Lodge 786 Secretary 
JEAN KOCI [center] 

with admission 
workers DOROthY 

JERNEYCIC and 
MARY LOU JENSEN 
during the Lodge 786 
annual Wine Tasting 
Picnic held at Wiens 

Family Cellar in June.

Lodge 786 savors the 18th season 
of the annual Wine Tasting Picnic

canopies over the tables that the staff had put 
out. We didn’t have to worry about the main 
buffet since our lunch was being catered by our 
good friend and the vineyard’s gourmet, Volker 
from Bavaria. However, we did have to take all 
the pans of strudel to the cool reception room, 
as well as some of the snacks that would be 
served prior to lunch. Some members brought 
crackers, cheese, pretzels and dried fruit. We’re 

SEE WINE tAStING
ON PAGE 10
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Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society
• JULY 2 .......Midway, Pa., Lodge 89 community 

bingo in the upstairs hall; 6 p.m. Kitchen 
will be open.

• JULY 3 .......Cleveland Federation of SNPJ 
Lodges “Salute to Slovenia” at the SNPJ 
Farm, Kirtland, Ohio. Dinner service be-
gins at 2 p.m. with music by Jeff Pecon 
and Joey Miskulin from 3-7.

• JULY 4 .......Val Pawlowski’s Fourth of July dance 
at the SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio; 1-7 
p.m. Music by the Del Sinchak and Frank 
Stanger bands. For more information 
contact Val at (330) 318-3004.

• JULY 8-10 ..The 35th Slovenefest and the 60th 
Miss SNPJ Pageant at the SNPJ Rec-
reation Center. For details phone the 
SNPJ Recreation Center toll-free at 
1-877-767-5732.

• JULY 10 .....Herminie, Pa., Lodge 87 jam session; 
2-5 p.m. Food will be available, and all 
musicians are welcome. For details call 
Shirley Bailley at (724) 864-1606.

• JULY 17......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 car cruise; 
noon-4 p.m. Music by The Messengers. 
A buffet will be available. For details 
contact the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• JULY 17-23 ..... First Family Week at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. 
For details phone the SNPJ Recreation 
Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732.

• JULY 21 .....Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo 
in the Lodge 106 clubroom. Early bird 
games begin at 6:30 p.m., regular games 
at 7. Kitchen will be open. For details 
contact the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or 
snpj106@gmail.com.

•  JULY 24-30.....Second Family Week at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For details phone the Recreation 
Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732.

• JULY 31 .....Slovene Radio Picnic in the SNPJ 
Lodge 106 clubroom, Imperial, Pa. For 
additional information contact the Lodge 
at (724) 695-1411 or e-mail snpj106@
gmail.com.

• AUG. 4 .......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo 
in the Lodge 106 clubroom. Early bird 
games begin at 6:30 p.m., regular games 
at 7. Kitchen will be open. For details 
contact the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• AUG. 5-7 ....TEL Workshop at the SNPJ Recre-
ation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. For 
registration forms and information, con-
tact Fraternal Director Kevin Richards at 
1-800-843-7675 ext. 144 or krichards@
snpj.com.

• AUG. 6 .......Midway, Pa., Lodge 89 community 
bingo in the upstairs hall; 6 p.m. Kitchen 
will be open.

• AUG. 14 .....Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 car cruise; 
noon-4 p.m. Music by Elvis Lives: A Trib-
ute to the King. A buffet will be available. 
For information contact the Lodge at 
(724) 695-1411 or snpj106@gmail.com.

• AUG. 14 .....Girard, Ohio, Lodge 643 annual 
dance at Kuzman’s Lounge, Girard; 
3-7 p.m. Music by the Turcola-Kravos 
Orchestra. For more information phone 
Ray Kovac at (330) 824-2154.

• AUG. 14 .....Young Americans Lodge 564 annual 
potluck picnic/meeting starting at 2 p.m. 
at Dodge Park, 17 Mile and Utica Road 
in Sterling Heights, Mich. Please arrive 
at 1 p.m. and bring a dish to share.

• AUG. 14 .....Herminie, Pa., Lodge 87 jam session; 
2-5 p.m. The kitchen will be open, and 
all musicians are welcome. For details 
call Shirley Bailley at (724) 864-1606.

• AUG. 18 .....Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo 
in the Lodge 106 clubroom. Early bird 
games begin at 6:30 p.m., regular games 
at 7. For details contact the Lodge at 
(724) 695-1411 or snpj106@gmail.com.

• AUG. 19-20 ..... Fraternal Weekend at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. For more informa-
tion, contact Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144 
or e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

• AUG. 21 .....Cleveland Lodge 604 annual picnic 
at the SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio. Bring 
a non-perishable food item and receive 
$2 off admission. Dinner served at 2 
p.m. with music by the Eddie Rodick 
Orchestra from 3-7. For more information 
phone Gerri Trebets at (440) 951-9611.

• AUG. 21 .....Chicago District Federation dinner 
dance at the Slovenian Catholic Center, 
Lemont, Ill. Donations of baked goods 
are welcome. For information contact 
Marianne Murray at (773) 582-2632.

• AUG. 21-27 ..... Senior Week at the SNPJ Recre-
ation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. For 
information phone the SNPJ Recreation 
Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732.

• AUG. 27 .....Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 memorial 
golf tournament and membership picnic. 
For details contact the Lodge at (724) 
695-1411 or snpj106@gmail.com.

• AUG. 28 .....CAL annual picnic and craft fair at 
the SNPJ  Farm, Kirtland, Ohio. Dinner 
served at 2 p.m. with music by Joey 
Tomsick from 3-7. For tickets call Rick 
Gorjup at (440) 354-5001.

• SEPT. 2-4 ..National SNPJ Days weekend at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. For additional informa-
tion contact Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144, 
or krichards@snpj.com.

• SEPT. 3 ......Midway, Pa., Lodge 89 community 
bingo in the upstairs hall; 6 p.m. Kitchen 
will be open.

• SEPT. 5 ......Val Pawlowski’s Labor Day dance at 
the SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio; 1-7 p.m. 
Music by the Eddie Rodick Orchestra and 
Frank Stanger Band. For details contact 
Val at (330) 318-3004.

Please use this form so PROSVETA will move with you. Type or 
print name and new address in the space provided below. Mail 
to: PROSVETA, circulation, 247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, 
PA  15126-9774; or e-mail snpj@snpj.com.

Name ____________________________________

New Address ______________________________

City/State/Zip ______________________________

Attach old 
mailing 

label here

New Address?

by JOE VALENCIC (5)
Cleveland Federation

KIRTLAND, Ohio — This year, 
Slovenia is celebrating 25 years of 
independence. Show your Slovenian 
spirit at Salute to Slovenia Day 
Sunday, July 3, at the SNPJ Farm 
in Kirtland. You’ll enjoy polkas and 
waltzes by the Jeff Pecon Orchestra 
and special guest, the award-winning 
polka legend Joey Miskulin from 
Nashville. 

Indulge in your favorite Slovenian 
pastimes, like raising your voice in 
a Slovenian sing-along or dancing 
to a favorite melody. Check out an 
exhibit on Slovenia’s independence, 

or treat yourself to a Slovenian din-
ner. The members and friends of 
the Cleveland Federation of SNPJ 
Lodges want you to join them for a 
memorable day of Slovenian-style 
music and down-home cooking.

Start your day with a full menu of 
Slovenian entrées and sandwiches, 
with food service beginning at 2 p.m. 
Choose from roast beef or Slovenian 
smoked sausage and sauerkraut. 
Fresh Slovenian krofe donuts will 
add sweetness to your day. You can 
also find out about wines and beers 
from Slovenia.

Get into the Slovenian swing with 
the Jeff Pecon Orchestra, playing 

for dancing from 3 to 7 p.m. Joey 
Miskulin will also make an appear-
ance with the finest Slovenian sounds 
this side of the Atlantic. His lively 
polkas and smooth waltzes are sure 
to please.

Do you love to sing in Slovenian? 
Step up for an old-fashioned sing-
along. You’ll get a song sheet with 
lyrics to favorite folk tunes mama 
taught you.

The SNPJ Farm is located on 
Heath Road in Kirtland, off Chardon 
Road (Route 6), three miles east of 
Route 306 and six miles west of 
Route 44. For more information 
phone (440) 951-6906.

Award-winning accordionist JOEY 
MISKULIN will appear with the Jeff 
Pecon Orchestra at the SNPJ Farm 
on July 3 for Salute to Slovenia Day.

Cleveland Federation saluting Slovenia at the SNPJ Farm

by SHARON UJCICH (665)
American Slovenes of Western Pa.

PITTSBURGH — July in Western Pennsylvania 
is a sizzling summer month of Slovenian music, 
and this year the Slovene Americans of Western 
Pennsylvania have a new home for our Slovene 
Day soirée. Join friends and bring your family to 
the 74th American Slovene Day Picnic on Sunday, 
July 31, at SNPJ Lodge 106 in Imperial, Pa., from 
noon until 7 p.m.

Join us at Lodge 106 as KSKJ St. Jerome Lodge 
153 of Strabane, Pa., sponsors a “BBQ on the Lawn” 
with Krek Burgers and Dogs. The menu board will 
offer burgers, specialty chicken sandwiches, the best 

French fries and New York City’s Sabrett hot dogs.
While dining under the outdoor tent, be sure 

to stop by the famous Slovene Day bake sale for 
your taste of Lake Bled, krem šnita (cream torte), 
fluffy krofe or a slice of strudel. Each year our 
bake sale is a busy venue with a display of favorites 
made by our Slovenian bakers. For years, ladies 
and gentlemen have baked for this day, and we 
are so very grateful. We have the best bakers this 
side of Ljubljana!

Of course, you know there will be music at 
Slovene Day! The Frank Stanger Orchestra and 
Veseli Fantje will share the bandstand all afternoon 
beginning at 1 p.m. Get those legs limber, polish 

your shoes and dance the afternoon way.
Great music, good food, sweet treats and friends 

all around – that’s what makes Slovene Day a 
success. Bring your children and grandchildren, 
and spend the day with the Slovene Americans 
of Western Pennsylvania for our 2016 American 
Slovene Day Picnic. 

Our thanks goes out to KSKJ Lodge 153 for 
sponsoring this year’s “BBQ on the Lawn.” We 
hope to see you at the American Slovene Day Picnic 
Sunday, July 31, at SNPJ Lodge 106 in Imperial.

Pridi, vidi in vzemi! Come and partake in the 
2016 American Slovene Day Picnic. Vsi ste lepo 
vabljeni!

New location for the annual American Slovene Day Picnic

by JANINA HRIBAR
Lodge 1 Secretary/Treasurer

CHICAGO — Slavija Lodge 
1 members and friends saw 
the world premiere of the 
musical comedy “Hazel” 
on May 18 at Drury Lane 
Theatre in Oak Brook, Ill. 
“Hazel” explores whether 
or not an ordinary maid 
can both manage the daily 
matters in the kitchen and 

uncover a national security 
matter. The show is set in 
the 1960s and brought back 
memories of polyester cloth-
ing, black and white televi-
sion, and the introduction of 
the microwave.

We extend get well wishes 
to Sisters Arla Faye Franchi, 
Marion Kieres and Bertha 
Vlcek.

Have a great summer!

Slavija Lodge 1 members and friends enjoyed the premier 
of “Hazel” at Drury Lane Theatre in Oakbrook, Ill., in May.

A May outing takes 
Lodge 1 to the 1960s

by AMY MAVRICH (138)
SNPJ Trailer Court Civic Association

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — The SNPJ 
Trailer Court Civic Association is hosting 
their fifth annual casino bus trip on Satur-
day, July 16. The cost of the bus trip is $5 
for members and $30 for non-members, and 
includes $25 free play credit on your Play-
ers Club card once we arrive at the casino.

Everyone is to meet at the SNPJ Rec-
reation Center Tiki Bar at 11 a.m.; the bus 
will be there at noon. The ride to the casino 
will include music, beer, pop, water, snacks, 
a game of “Let’s Make A Deal” and a 50/50 

drawing. We’ll return to the Recreation Cen-
ter between 6:30 and 7 p.m., and pizza and 
salad will be served in the dorm. All SNPJ 
Trailer Court Civic Association members are 
welcome to join us for dinner at the dorm 
even if you don’t go on the bus trip.

There are limited seats on the bus, so 
sign up today. Please see President Rowland 
Hudson, Vice President Joyce Hudson, 
Treasurer Sonny Jurkowski or Secretary 
Amy Mavrich to save yourself a seat. This 
will be a great trip, especially if you win, so 
don’t delay! Good luck, and until then, see 
’ya at the Gostilna or Tiki Bar!

Casino trip next on the schedule 
for the Trailer Court Civic Assoc.
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DENISE HERRON
SNPJ Marketing Department

SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
Your loyalty with SNPJ is now being rewarded! 

Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
and open your new SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

* Rates are not guaranteed after the first year.
* Guaranteed minimum interest rate of 2.0%.
* No fees are attached to either Loyalty annuity.
* The SNPJ Century 8 Annuity is earning 3.25%; the Century 5 Annuity is earning 
 3.0%. Century series annuities issued prior to 2012 are earning 3.0%

3.5% Loyalty 8 Annuity
3.5% first-year guarantee rate

3.25% in years two through eight
3.0% in year nine and after

3.75% first-year Loyalty Rate 
for conversions 

3.0% Loyalty 5 Annuity
3.0% first-year guarantee rate
3.0% in years two through five

3.0% in year six and after
3.25% first-year Loyalty Rate 

for conversions 

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

Zika virus infection 
confirmed in Slovenia
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Addressing the 
press on June 9, Ljubljana UKC Hospital 
representative Franc Strle reported that 
the first case of a Zika infection in Slove-
nia had been confirmed. Administrators 
from the Public Health Institute added 
that the infection poses no threat to public 
health in Slovenia.

As spokesperson Maja Sočan pointed 
out, the Public Health Institute has been 
closely monitoring the developments 
related to the Zika virus and other trans-
mittable diseases, and there have been 
no major changes in the past month. “A 
total of 35 people have been tested for 
Zika in Slovenia, and in one case the test 
came back positive,” Sočan said.

Strle, the spokesman for the UKC 
Clinic for Infectious Diseases, said the 
infected person had previously visited 
Latin America. He was also critical of 
the media reports releasing the identity 
of the patient, saying this information 
“was not relevant for public health.” The 
tabloid Slovenske novice reported that 
the infected person was a member of 
the Slovenian volleyball team who was 
infected in Brazil, but this report was 
later refuted by the Slovenian Volleyball 
Association.

In Europe, only imported cases of the 
Zika virus have been recorded, which 
means that individuals who have become 
infected in the endemic areas carried the 
virus to Europe. According to the latest 
information on the spread of the disease 
across Europe, the number of imported 
cases of Zika infection into EU member 
states has topped 700.

The Zika virus, which remains con-
centrated mainly in Latin America, still 
puzzles scientists. It has been linked to 
a spike in brain defects in babies, and 
the virus has been identified in some 60 
countries around the world. In a recent 
report released by the European branch of 
the World Health Organization, Slovenia 
was listed among European countries 
with a “moderate likelihood” for spread 
of the Zika virus this summer.

Slovenia drafts formal 
regulation for drones
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Slovenia’s 
Ministry of Infrastructure has drafted a 
regulation on unmanned aerial vehicles, 
or drones. The long-awaited document 
determines general technical and opera-
tional conditions for safe use of drones, 
along with conditions for persons oper-
ating them.

Provisions of the regulation will apply 
for drones weighing up to 150 kg (330 
lbs.) which are not designated for military 
or security use. 

Drones will be divided into three 
weight classes: up to 5 kg (11 lbs.), 
between 5 and 25 kg (11-55 lbs.), and 
between 25 and 150 kg (55-330 lbs.). The 
regulation also segments the environ-
ment in which drones may be flown into 
four classes, depending on the presence 
of structures and people.

Owners or operators of drones will 
need to secure insurance policies for 
their drones. In addition, permits will be 
required for use of the radio frequency 
spectrum on the basis of the relevant 
law and in accordance with technical 
limitations.

Identification tags will also have to 
be adhered to drones weighing up to 5 
kg., while heavier drones will require 
fire-resistant tags that include the name 
of the operator and the identification 
number of the device.

The regulation specifies some general 
terms for drone operation, including a 
minimum distance of 150 meters (500 
ft.) between a drone and a group of 
people. The maximum proposed distance 
between a drone and its operator is 500 
meters (1,650 ft.). All drones must be 
operated outside controlled airspace up 
to an altitude of 150 meters; 300 meters 
(1,000 ft.) if permitted by the Agency 
for Civil Aviation for a specified area.

The implementation of the proposed 
regulation will be supervised by the 
Agency for Civil Aviation and police. 
Violations will be penalized with fines 
ranging from $225 to $1,700.

Slovenia promotes its 
Bee Day bid in the U.S.
WASHINGTON, D.C. (STA) — Slo-
venia has been stepping up its efforts to 
declare May 20 as World Bee Day. The 
latest event held to highlight the impor-
tance of bees was held at the Slovenian 
Embassy in Washington and featured 

a presentation by experts along with a 
honey breakfast.

Some 120 scientists, bee experts and 
other guests gathered at the embassy in 
late May to learn about the Slovenian 
initiative and the importance of bees as 
pollinators in agricultural production. 
The panel was accompanied by the ex-
hibition of original 1924 beehive board 
panels, which are a distinct decorative 
element of Slovenian beehives, as well 
as honey and beeswax products.

The participants were served a 
traditional honey breakfast offering a 
variety of honeys and foods prepared 
by the students of a primary school from 
Ljubno ob Savinji. 

At the same time, Slovenian Agri-
culture, Forestry and Food Minister 
Dejan Židan published an article in the 
Huffington Post laying out the case for 
dedicating a day to bees. Židan’s article  
traces the history of beekeeping in Slove-
nia, explains why bees are so important, 
and notes that the date of May 20 was 
selected because it is the birthday of 
Anton Janša (1734-1773), the director 
of the first beekeeping school in Vienna, 
Austria, who is considered the world’s 
first teacher of modern beekeeping.

Pultizer-winning photos 
on display in Ljubljana
LJUBLJANA (STA) — A series of 17 
photographs that won the Reuters pho-
tography staff this year’s Pulitzer Prize 
were on display at the Kresija Gallery 
in Ljubljana starting June 9.

The photographs – among them, 
Slovenian Srdjan Živulović’s shot of refu-
gees near Brežice – follow “migrant refu-
gees hundreds of miles across uncertain 
boundaries to unknown destinations,” 
according to the Pulitzer Prize website.

The photos depict a range of emotions 
and endeavors, from worried faces to the 
anguish of the people traveling along the 
Balkan refugee route from the Aegean 
Sea to the Austrian-German border.

“Živulović, Yannis Behrakis, Ber-
nadett Szabo, Laszlo Balogh, Michael 
Dalder, Stoyan Nenov, Alexandros 
Avramidis and Alkis Konstantinidis took 
gripping photos, each of them with its 
own voice,” the Pulitzer jury wrote in 
their explanation of the award.

The opening of the exhibition, which 
is a part of the Slovenia Press Photo 
Festival, was attended by Reuters Global 
Pictures Editor Reinhard Krause, as well 
as photographers Szabo, Balogh, Nenov 
and Živulović.

As part of the festival, a presentation 
on photography in the media and the 
development of photography in Slovenia 
was organized at the Kresija Gallery on 
June 10.

A legendary Slovenian 
bicycle slated for revival
VELENJE (STA) — Rog, the legend-
ary Slovenian bicycle brand, will soon 
be revived, according to plans made 
by home appliance maker Gorenje and 
shopping mall operator BTC.

Gorenje and BTC signed a memo-
randum of cooperation in late May to 
launch production of mid-range road, 
mountain and electric bicycles under the 
Rog brand. “The new Rog brand will be 
managed by Gor kolesa, a joint venture 
that will be run as a start-up within the 
Gorenje group,” Gorenje CEO Franjo 
Bobinac announced.

Bobinac said Gorenje had “the know-
how and experience to... return the 
legendary Slovenian brand to its former 
glory.” BTC decided to join the project as 
one of the biggest sponsors of Slovenian 
professional and amateur cycling.

The first bicycle to roll off the produc-
tion line in the spring of 2017 will be the 
Pony, arguably Rog’s best-known bicycle 
model. The Pony has a reputation as a 
sturdy and reliable city bicycle that has 
retained its popularity to this day. The 
new Pony will incorporate improved 
design and ergonomics, and will be made 
of modern materials. The manufacture of 
mountain bikes, city bikes and electric 
bicycles will follow in 2018.

The Rog company was founded in 
1951 and grew to become the most popu-
lar bicycle manufacturer in the former 
Yugoslavia. The company struggled with 
the loss of the Yugoslav market after 
Slovenia’s independence and entered 
bankruptcy in 1997. Rog finally folded 

in 2005 after several failed attempts to 
salvage the company. The Rog brand was 
then sold from the bankruptcy estate and 
changed hands several times; Gorenje 
recently acquired the brand name for 
$47,000.

Representatives from Gorenje and 
BTC said that a study has shown that 
more than 90 percent of Slovenians still 
recognize the Rog brand.

Baby proteus welcomed 
to the fold in Postojna
POSTOJNA (STA) — Four months of 
waiting finally paid off on June 1 when 
the egg of a rare cave Proteus, also known 
as an “olm,” hatched in Slovenia’s world 
famous Postojna Cave. The phenomenon 
is rarely witnessed by humans, but this 
time it has been captured on infrared 
camera.

“Our first dragon literally shot itself 
out of the egg in a single attempt,” repre-
sentatives of Posojnska jama, the opera-
tor of the cave, wrote in a press release.

The olm, a blind salamander popu-
larly referred to in Slovenia as “human 
fish,” but also lovingly known as “Slove-
nian dragons,” are a rare and mysterious 
species living in deep caves throughout 
the Balkans that are often inaccessible.

When an adult olm laid eggs in an 
aquarium in the Postojna Cave some 
four months ago, scientists flocked to 
the site to witness what had hitherto 
been observed only a few times, given 
that the olm reproduces only about twice 
every decade.

The animal ended up laying 64 eggs, 
of which 23 were designated as viable. 
The likelihood of a successful hatching 
was seen as very small: in nature it is 
estimated that only one in 250 eggs hatch.

Biologists took special precautions to 
protect the eggs. They removed all but 
the parent olm from the aquarium and 
shaded the tank to recreate cave-like 
conditions.

“We took care of the eggs non-stop, 
observing them, connecting scientific 
findings with our own experience... We 
had to make decisions nobody had made 
before. Everything was new,” reads the 
Postojnska jama release.

The hatching of the first olm is a 
landmark event, but the challenges are 
far from over. The larva, now removed 
from its natural environment, will have 
to be fed. Its water will be changed every 
day to prevent infection.

Biologists will also be keeping a close 
eye on the remaining 22 viable eggs. 
Should more hatch, each will be placed 
in a separate aquarium.

The Bohinj railway is a 
“near-perfect” adventure
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Lonely Planet, 
the tourist guide book publisher, recently 
compiled a list of 10 often overlooked 
railway journeys in which it ranked the 
Bohinj railway, which connects western 
Slovenia with Italy, in first place. The 
author wrote that it was “a near-perfect 
railway adventure most people have 
never heard of.”

The 98-mile-long Bohinj railway, 
named the Transalpina railway in Ital-
ian, stretches from Jesenice through 
the Julian Alps, further on to the city 
of Nova Gorica, ending in the Italian 
port city of Trieste. The Bohinj railway 
is the Slovenian section of a 445-mile-
long train route beginning in the Czech 
capital of Prague.

Built by the Austro-Hungarian Em-
pire between 1900 and 1906, the railway 
was described by the author as “a knot 
of railways looking curious to modern 
eyes, and connecting Austria’s Vienna 
to important parts of the former mon-
archy.” The railway takes passengers on 
“a spectacular tour of Slovenia’s upland 
highlights, climbing through mountain 
villages along the Soča river, passing 
through superb Alpine scenery near 
Lake Bohinj, and on past Lake Bled’s 
iconic castle,” the author wrote. He also 
mentioned the steam specials that travel 
the route in the summer and the “char-
acterfully dilapidated regional trains” 
that run year ’round.

The author recommends beginning 
the journey in Trieste or Ljubljana, from 
where passengers can travel on toward 
the Balkans or Central Europe.

Other journeys mentioned in the list 
include the railway in New Zealand 
connecting Picton to Christchurch, the 
Havana-Hershey-Matanzas railway in 
Cuba, and the Belgrade-Bar railway 
between Serbia and Montenegro.
The articles comprising this feature have 
been reprinted with permission from the 
Slovenian Press Agency (STA).

Father’s Day is always the third Sunday in June, and 
every year at least $1 billion is spent on gifts for dear 
old dad. This is understandable since there are over 

70 million fathers in the United States. My dad received 
a tie from my sister and me just about every year. We’re 
also guilty of giving the infamous “soap on a rope.” But 
the gift my father loved the most was a poem I wrote him 
years later titled “Come Dance Upon My Feet.” With it we 
gave him a small statue of a father dancing with his young 
daughter perched on his feet.

This statue had such special meaning to my father, my 
sister and me. From the time we were toddlers, my sister 
and I waited impatiently for my father to come home from 
work. We waited even more impatiently for him to say, 
“Who’s going to come dance upon my feet?” It was such 
a comforting feeling to hold dad’s strong hands, and to 
perfect my tip-toed balance while he glided stiff-legged 
across the floor. When we became adults we’d threaten 
to climb aboard dad’s feet for old times sake, but dancing 
upon his feet became more symbolic. It symbolized the 
fact that we could always come back to dad for support, 
comfort and security. And, if needed, he’d carry us for a 
while until we regained our balance in life.

That’s what dads do. They’re always there for their chil-
dren, and every day they provide the security that their sons 
and daughters need and depend upon. But what happens 
if one day dad is no longer there? How does he make sure 
his children will feel secure and cared for? Purchasing a 
life insurance policy for himself will make certain that his 
children will be provided for and their future will be secure.  

If a 35-year-old dad wanted to protect his family for 
$300,000, he could purchase a 30-Year Term policy for 
just $578 per year. If he were to suddenly be out of the 
picture, his family would certainly be reeling from the loss, 
but the payout from the policy would hopefully help them 
regain their balance and steady them for the journey go-
ing forward. The money could be used toward so many 
crucial things, such as paying off the mortgage, making 
sure braces are paid for, or ensuring that college is still 
possible. It would almost be like dad was still saying “Come 
dance upon my feet.”

For information on our variety of prod-
ucts, contact your local agent, Lodge 
secretary or the SNPJ Home Office.
• Thought for the Month — Fathers, 

be your daughter’s first love and she’ll 
never settle for anything less.

Anonymous

Dance upon my feet
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PROSVETA Crossword
Summer Fun (#0716) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. Téa Leoni’s “____ Secretary”
6. Red and blue states
9. *Summer sandal, e.g.
13. Ancient Greek marketplace
14. “____-a-dub-dub”
15. Royal topper
16. See-through curtain
17. Santa ____ winds
18. *Olden-day road trip assist
19. Brezhnev’s hat fur
21. *Luminescent summer catch
23. D.C. bigwig
24. Octagonal warning
25. Rejuvenating spot
28. Windshield option
30. Fall asleep
35. Bowling ball path
37. Bluish green
39. Japanese-American
40. Individual unit
41. Cry of the Alps
43. Sign of engagement
44. Levi’s fabric
46. *Halfway around links?
47. Modern support
48. Catch in a snare
50. Delivery org.
52. Renewable Energy
 Technology, acr.
53. Obama is in his last one

55. One of Bo Peep’s flock
57. *S’more cooker
61. *Summer movie venue
65. Tear jerker
66. Pilot’s estimate
68. “Around the World 
 in Eighty Days” author
69. Homo homini ____
70. Tank
71. Cereal killer
72. Ivan the Terrible, e.g.
73. Compass point 
 between NE and E
74. City on Rhone River

DOWN
1. Jim Carrey’s 1994 disguise
2. Muslim honorific
3. As opposed to talker?
4. Zones
5. *Outdoor shopping venue
6. Russian mountain range
7. *Soaked up in summer
8. Behind a stern
9. Location
10. Two quarters
11. Like family lore
12. Piece of cake
15. Saltwater game fish
20. Wholeness

22. Charge carrier
24. *Peanuts and 
 Cracker Jack venue
25. *Slip-n-____
26. Similar to a plate
27. With regard to, archaic
29. Vegas glow
31. *Gardener’s turf
32. Willow twig
33. Use an épée
34. Conflict or dispute
36. Arab chieftain
38. *It’s in your sunglasses
42. A pariah avoided by others
45. Monastic nighttime liturgy
49. P in m.p.g.
51. Office chair feature
54. “Super” Christopher
56. Each and all
57. *Summer discharge
58. Cross to bear
59. Australian palm
60. They were Fantastic
61. Romantic occurrence
62. Cogito ____ sum
63. Involved in a secret
64. *Butterfly catchers
67. *Popular summer color

The solution to puzzle #0716 will 
run in the Aug. 1 issue.

by GERRI TREBETS
Lodge 604 Secretary

CLEVELAND — The picnic sea-
son is in full swing once again, and 
I hope you are taking advantage of 
the warm weather and heading out 
to the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, Ohio, 
for the Sunday picnics coupled with 
great music.

Our Farm crew has been very busy 
sprucing up the grounds, and I must 
say it’s looking great. Their hard work 
and dedication are truly appreciated. 
Please support all our local halls and 
recreation facilities – without you we 
can’t exist!

Utopians Lodge 604 will be hold-
ing their picnic Sunday, Aug. 21. Once 
again, we are having a food drive to 
benefit the Cleveland Food Bank, 
and you will receive $2 off the gate 
admission ($8) if you bring a non-
perishable item. During the last two 
years we’ve had a great turnout and 
collected several pounds of canned 

goods.  Let’s keep it going; it’s for a 
very good cause!

Our menu this year will consist of 
roast beef and sausage dinners with 
Slovenian potatoes, salad or sauer-
kraut, rolls, donuts (krofe) and coffee. 
Serving begins at 2 p.m. Roast beef, 
sausage and hot dog sandwiches, sides 
and donuts will be served throughout 
the day. We will also be featuring 
krofe hamburgers or cheeseburgers 
on the grill, as well as smoked Gouda 
mac and cheese – yum! 

Music for your dancing pleasure 
(or to just sit back and tap your toes) 
will be brought to you by the Eddie 
Rodick Orchestra from 3 to 7 p.m. 
Tickets are $8 and can be purchased 
at the gate. For more information or 
tickets, please contact Gerri Trebets 
at (440) 951-9611. 

We sure hope you’ll come out and 
spend an afternoon with us to take in 
all the beautiful scenery and mingle 
with old friends, and maybe even make 

some new ones. We also hope to see 
some of our members there as well.

The Utopians Lodge will be 
honoring our 50-, 60- and 70-year 
members at the picnic. The honorees 
include 50-year members Linda M. 
Zelenskas, Jean Brantner and Louise 
Gruden; 60-year member Richard L. 
Miklavic; and 70-year member Opal 
L. Pinasky. Congratulations on your 
achievement; we applaud you for your 
many years with the Society.

On April 11, the Rudy Perdan 
family, along with Utopians Lodge 
604, co-sponsored a fund-raising 
dinner for Parkinson’s Moving Day 
at Recher Hall in Euclid, Ohio. The 
Perdans’ nephew, Scott “Bill” Perdan 
(604), was diagnosed with Parkinson’s 
several years ago and is now co-
chairman of Cleveland Moving Day.

The Perdans did a fabulous job 
organizing the event, ranging from 
decorations to preparation of the 
menu. The menu consisted of south-

ern-style pork barbeque sandwiches, 
Pam’s cole slaw, Rudy’s baked beans 
and Charlotte’s peach dump cake. A 
Chinese auction was held and many 
great prizes were awarded to the win-
ners (I was one of them!). Music for 
the afternoon was provided by Patty 
Candela.

We are pleased to say that we had 
a very good turnout and served over 
100 dinners. A great big thank you to 
all who supported this event.

The first event of the year at the 
SNPJ Farm was the annual Spring 
Pancake & Sausage Breakfast held 
Sunday, May 22. Once again, our il-
lustrious chefs flipped those delicious, 
light and airy pancakes to perfection. 
Coupled with delicious sausage pat-
ties, orange juice and coffee, it was 
a great tummy-filler and many good 
comments were given to the kitchen 
crew as they left for the day; not 
to mention what a beautiful, sunny 
morning we were blessed with. It 

was a perfect way to start our season. 
Utopian members in attendance 

included Cindy Kolacz, Emily Kolacz, 
Rose Bregar, Stefi Somrack, Sarah 
Kolacz, Rudy and Charlotte Perdan, 
Bill and Pam Dirk, and Ally Perdan. 
It was nice seeing everyone again. 
Unfortunately, I was unable to get a 
picture of the crew, but this is one of 
our five activities for the year.

Here’s hoping you all have wonder-
ful, safe and healthy summer. I hope to 
see you at the SNPJ Farm. It’s such a 
relaxing place to go to, and it’s always 
so nice seeing so many great friends 
and acquaintances.  

Put those household chores aside 
for a few hours and come on out to our 
beautiful SNPJ Farm. We also have a 
nice playground for the kiddies, bean 
bag toss and horseshoes for the adults, 
as well as the balina courts.

“Challenges are what make life 
interesting, and overcoming them is 
what makes life meaningful.”

Utopians Lodge 604 preparing for annual picnic at the SNPJ Farm

Badger Jabber
by BOB SMOLE

Lodge 584

MILWAUKEE — I’m having a difficult 
time adjusting to the new PROSVETA 
deadline schedule now that the paper is 
printed only once a month. It’s “hard to 
teach an old horse new tricks,” and I find 
this is becoming increasingly true.  

Since my last “Badger Jabber” column, 
there have been a few things to write 
about; not many, but a few. At our May 
12 Lodge meeting Sis. Mary Donovan 
presented a note from Sis. Bonnie Deke 
inviting Milwaukee area members to their 
annual summer picnic in Lemont, Ill., 
on Aug. 14. Bro. Bob Smole presented 
the Lodge with a proceeds check for the 
prior year’s Tony Mlinar Sr. Memorial 
Golf Outing. The Lodge decided to do-
nate that check to the Wisconsin Breast 
Cancer Showhouse. 

It was nice to receive a surprise visit 
from Bro. Dave Hejdak. Dave was very 
active in the Badger Lodge a few years 
ago, serving as president of the Lodge for 
several years and as the manager of the 
ladies baseball team as well. Nice to see 
you, Bro. Hejdak; we hope your attendance 

will continue.
The annual Tony Mlinar Sr. Memo-

rial Golf Outing was a big success. In 
speaking with the participants, they all 
expressed pleasure in the re-birth of this 
yearly gathering on the links. The SNPJ 
graciously contributed a hole-in-one con-
test, as they have for years, to make for a 
more interesting competitive day.  

The weather did place a bit of a damper 
on the occasion later in the day, but most 
of the golfers were able to complete the 
18-hole event prior to the skies opening 
up. All golfers were invited back to Lucky 
Lanes, (51st and W. Howard) for awards 
and a chicken dinner. Lucky Lanes is 
owned and operated by Bro. Tom and Sis. 
Michelle Schweiger. 

I want to send kudos to Bro. Tom 
Schweiger and Bro. Tony Mlinar for the 
fantastic job they did running this tour-
nament. Bro. Mlinar was very active and 
ran this outing for many years, as did the 
Bill Demshar family. Unfortunately, it 
fell by the wayside for a couple of years, 
but thanks to Tom and Tony, it’s back on 
track. As a matter of fact, I was informed 
that next year’s outing will be played over 
Father’s Day weekend, on Saturday, June 
17, 2017. Make a note on your calendars.  

There isn’t much to report concerning 
the June 9 Badger Lodge meeting. The 

meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by 
President Tim Donovan, who read a let-
ter received from the Wisconsin Breast 
Cancer Showhouse acknowledging the 
$1,000 donation from the Lodge.  

The minutes and secretary/treasurer’s 
reports were read and approved as pre-
sented. A written report from Sis. Mary 
Donovan was received and presented 
regarding the Tony Mlinar Sr. Golf Out-
ing (summarized above). Bro. Tom Gehm 
gave a USPEH meeting report.  

The birthday celebrant for the month 
was  Bro. Bob Smole;  attendance awards 
were won by Brothers Tim Donovan and 
Bob Smole. A special attendance award 
donated by Sis. Jan and Bro. Tom Gehm 
was won by Bro. Jeff Mlaker. The meet-
ing was adjourned and coffee, snacks and 
desserts were enjoyed, along with plenty 
of conversation.

I recently received an e-mail from Sis. 
Grace Doerk who informed me that both 
she and her husband Otto are experienc-
ing some health problems. We wish them 
both a speedy recovery and hope they have 
better health in the future.

The next regular Badger Lodge 584 
meeting will be held July 14 at Mary 
Queen of Heaven gym, 2360 S. 106th 
St. in West Allis, starting at 7 p.m. Come 
and join us!

This recording includes 17 of the most popular polkas 
& waltzes recorded. It is comprised of songs from the 
past, tunes from the present & newly recorded material. 
This is the second in a series of releases in which all 
instrumental & vocal parts are performed by Dick Tady.

Richard Allen Michael Tady

with more great American-Slovenian
polka & waltz hits — button box style!

Make check or money order payable to:

(412) 580-0236  •  dicktadydto@verizon.net

New Recording Release

Richard A. Tady
152 Cambridge Dr.
Harwick, PA 15049

CDs are $19 each
($15 + $4 postage & handling)

SNPJ Recreation Center 
2016 Dance Schedule
July 2 Val Pawlowski’s 65th Birthday Bash 3 to 7
  Celebrating 21 years in polka radio

July 8-10 SLOVENEFESt 2016 Day-long

July 30 CivapFest 4 to 8
  Turcola-Kravos Orchestra

Aug. 20 Fraternal Weekend* 4 to 10
  Eddie Rodick Orchestra
  & Don Wojtila Orchestra

Sept. 4 National SNPJ Days* 2 to 8
  Joe Grkman Orchestra & The Polka Bros.
  (lower pavilion)

Sept. 24 Rec Center Wine & Sausage Fest 2 to 8
  Turcola-Kravos & more

Admission is $5. Dances offer a wood-fired barbecue, 
a farmers market, blind draw bean bag tournament and 
free polka lessons in the dancing booth. Dances are held 
in the upper pavilion unless otherwise noted. Schedule 
is subject to change. For information phone the SNPJ 
Recreation Center at 1-877-767-5732.

*Denotes free dance

by FRANK ROTE (723) 
Fontana Slovene Hall

FONTANA, Calif. — Whew!  
The year is flying by and sum-
mer is now upon us. Summer 
goes by quickly, and Labor 
Day will mark the beginning 
of a new season. For us at the 
Fontana Slovene Hall, Labor 
Day weekend, Sept. 2-4 this 
year, will be a busy time as we 
host our second All-Accordion 
Festival. 

Last year we revived this 
annual event at the Fontana 
Slovene Hall, and we were 
overjoyed with the interest and 
attendance. People came from 
near and far to participate, 
dance and enjoy the sounds of 
the accordion. As you know, 

the accordion is the lead instru-
ment at most Slovenian events.

Our Labor Day festival will 
begin Friday, Sept. 2, with a 
welcoming free admission. 
From 4 to 10 p.m., performers 
will rotate on stage in 20-min-
ute intervals. The music con-
tinues Saturday from 1 to 10 
p.m. and Sunday noon to 9 p.m. 
Based on last year’s attendance 
here “out west,” we expect this 
will be the event of the year.

As with any event of this 
size, extensive planning and 
preparation are required. To 
help us in this respect, now 
is the time to contact me by 
phoning (909) 987-8714 or e-
mailing butnboxr@aol.com if 
you plan to attend or perform. 

I will be developing a 
schedule to cover the week-
end’s 20-minute performance 
slots. These slots will be filled 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis, so contact me soon for 
a prime time! As in the past, 
there is no monetary compen-
sation. In addition, if you or 
your group has any audio or 
video media (CDs or DVDs), 
be sure to bring them along 
and make them available for 
purchase.

The Gruber Family Band 
from Northern California 
will be featured twice on both 
Saturday and Sunday for two 
hour slots. Peter, Toni, Michael 
and Martin are sure too keep 
you entertained! Other groups 

that have already responded 
include the Alaska Button 
Box Gang, Alaska “Polka 
Chips” and the Fontana Button 
Accordion Club, so get your 
name on board to perform! 
Remember, you make this 
weekend a success.

Our bar will be well-stocked 
through the weekend with your 
choice of beverages, and our 
Slovenian kuhinja (kitchen) 
will be offering ethnic food 
to delight your tastes. You 
just can’t buy this food any-
where; with dishes like potica, 
strudel, klobase and sarma, 
you’ll think you’re strolling the 
streets of Ljubliana! So make 
your plans today and we’ll see 
you in September!

Fontana tuning-up for second All-Accordion Fest

© StatePoint Media
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The meeting was called to order at 2 p.m. by 
Chairman Clifford with Brothers Anderson, 
Hervol, Evanish and Lawrence in attendance.
A motion was made by Bro. Evanish, second 
by Bro. Anderson, to approve the minutes of 
the Nov. 19, 2015, meeting. Motion approved.
A motion was made by Bro. Anderson, second 
by Bro. Evanish, to approve the secretary’s 
(National Treasurer’s) report of bond purchases 
and disposals for the fourth quarter of 2015. 
Motion approved.
Reviewed the portfolio and transactions for 
the period.
Joined by phone conference at 2:30 p.m. with 
Wellington Management Company represen-

tatives Marc Mercurio, Liz Kleinerman and 
Abigail Claire.
Discussion and questions on capital markets 
review by Liz Kleinerman.
The committee reviewed portfolio performance, 
outlook and strategy, and compliance issues.
Reviewed the portfolio benchmark adjustment 
proposal.
The committee thanked the Wellington repre-
sentatives for the presentation and ended the 
phone conference at 3:25 p.m.
Discussion on the benchmark adjustment. The 
committee approved to recommend that the 
new benchmark be adopted by the National 
Board at the March 18, 2016, meeting.

Discussion on the report to the National Board 
for the period July 1 through Dec. 31, 2015.  A 
motion was made by Bro. Anderson, second 
by Bro. Evanish, to approve the report. Motion 
approved.
Bro. Lou Novak was invited into the meeting.  
Discussion concerning the Cleveland Federa-
tion request for a loan. Bro. Novak will provide 
bids for planned projects.
The next meeting will be held Thursday, March 
17, 2016, if needed, at 2 p.m.
Motion to adjourn at 4:26 p.m. by Bro. Hervol, 
second by Bro. Anderson. Motion approved.

Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting
held Jan. 28, 2016, at the SNPJ Home Office, Imperial, Pa.

Report of the Secretary for the period Oct. 1 through Dec. 31, 2015
Purchases:
Trade Date Security Description Coupon Yield Par Value Cost Maturity Date Rating
11/23/2015 Amgen Inc  6.900  5.070 $550,000  $683,942  06/01/2038 A
12/01/2015 Apache Corp  5.250  5.350 600,000  591,474  02/01/2042 BBB+
12/01/2015 Barclays PLC  5.250  4.960 300,000  313,473  08/17/2045 BBB
12/01/2015 Biogen Idec Inc  5.200  5.060 525,000  536,608  09/15/2045 A-
10/23/2015 Brandywine Operating  4.550  4.700 400,000  393,784  10/01/2029 BBB-
11/24/2015 CVS Caremark Corp  5.750  4.730 300,000  344,445  05/15/2041 BBB+
11/23/2015 Charter Communications  6.384  6.060 300,000  310,842  10/23/2035 BBB-
11/24/2015 Credit Suisse  4.875  4.850 625,000  627,031  05/15/2045 BBB+
10/16/2015 Goldman Sachs Inc  4.750  4.810 180,000  178,351  10/21/2045 A-
11/20/2015 Goldman Sachs Inc  4.750  4.710 400,000  402,644  10/21/2045 A-
12/03/2015 HSBC Holdings PLC  6.500  4.940 400,000  479,612  05/02/2036 BBB+
11/05/2015 Halliburton Co  4.850  4.860 265,000  264,931  11/15/2035 A
11/24/2015 Hartford Financial Svcs  6.100  4.780 550,000  657,019  10/01/2041 BBB+
11/24/2015 Kraft Heinz  7.125  5.240 400,000  501,680  08/01/2039 BBB-
11/04/2015 Hess Corp  6.000  5.966 515,000  517,203  01/15/2040 BBB
11/18/2015 Horace Mann Educator  4.500  4.530 400,000  398,940  12/01/2025 BBB
12/09/2015 JP Morgan Chase & Co  6.400  4.420 300,000  383,895  05/15/2038 A-
10/14/2015 SC Johnson & Sons  4.750  4.590 250,000  256,653  10/15/2046 A
11/20/2015 Liberty Mutual  4.850  5.050 300,000  290,895  08/01/2044 BBB
11/04/2015 Lockheed Martin Corp  4.850  4.795 240,000  241,973  09/15/2041 BBB+
11/16/2015 Lockheed Martin Corp  4.500  4.640 31,000  30,418  05/15/2036 BBB+
12/02/2015 McDonald’s Corp  4.700  4.730 650,000  647,914  12/09/2035 BBB+
11/09/2015 MetLife Inc  4.600  4.620 555,000  566,332  05/13/2046 A-
12/03/2015 Morgan Stanley  6.375  4.770 500,000  620,515  07/24/2042 BBB+
10/29/2015 Norfolk Southern  4.650  4.690 625,000  620,794  01/15/2046 BBB+
11/24/2015 Pacific Life  9.250  5.670 400,000  584,612  06/15/2039 A-
11/24/2015 Regions Bank  6.450  4.970 315,000  376,302  06/26/2037 BBB
12/01/2015 Sunoco Logistics Ptr  5.950  5.880 500,000  502,450  12/01/2025 BBB
12/01/2015 TransCanada Corp  5.000  5.040 500,000  496,920  10/16/2043 A-
11/23/2015 21st Century Fox  6.150  5.030 200,000  231,884  02/15/2041 BBB+

Sales or Full Calls:
Disposal Date Security Description Coupon Yield Par Value Consideration Maturity Date Gain/Loss
11/24/2015 ATRM 13-10A *A*  1.400  1.440 $790,000  $770,803  07/16/2025 ($18,589)
11/24/2015 BABSN 13-1A *A*  1.400  1.400 1,075,000  1,049,415  04/20/2025 (25,585)
12/04/2015 Bear Stearns Co  5.550  5.787 350,000  365,047  01/22/2017 15,945 
12/02/2015 CIFC 13-1A A1  1.500  1.500 730,000  719,050  04/16/2025 (10,950)
12/02/2015 CGMS 13-3A *A1A*  1.420  1.450 1,050,000  1,030,260  07/15/2025 (18,417)
11/25/2015 CenterPoint Houston  2.250  2.280  600,000  577,200  08/01/2022 (21,692)
12/03/2015 Dean Witter Discover Co  6.750  5.653  650,000  652,366  01/01/2016 1,814 
10/16/2015 Discovery Communications  4.375  4.466  535,000  557,866  06/15/2021 25,287 
12/04/2015 IL Sales Tax  2.931  2.931  280,000  280,759  06/15/2022 759 
12/04/2015 Schlumberger Inc  2.400  2.420  180,000  171,355  08/01/2022 (8,428)
12/03/2015 Toyota Motor Cr. Corp  2.625  2.690  725,000  713,074  01/10/2023 (8,577)
12/18/2015 Citicorp MTN  6.880  5.420  250,000  250,000  12/18/2015 0 
12/01/2015 Equitable Life  7.700  5.790  150,000  150,000  12/01/2015 0 
11/01/2015 ITT Hartford Group  7.300  7.590  1,000,000  1,000,000  11/01/2015 0

ROBERT J. LAWRENCE
Secretary, Finance Committee

ROGER C. CLIFFORD
Chairman

ROBERT J. LAWRENCE
Secretary

50-Year Members
July 2016
 Lodge Member
 A01 Thomas M. Martin
 2 John W. Rigg
 6 Josephine A. Biles
 6 Joseph A. Pelan
 6 Richard J. Mur
 6 Carol J. Ghelarducci
 33 Celine Clouse
 34 Margaret J. Weber
 87 John H. Goodish
 107 Conseption M. E. Rivera
 126 Joanne E. Pengov
 138 Helen S. Kubacki
 142 Doris A. Kirschling
 158 Jacqueline R. Berkheimer
 158 Kenneth J. Adams
 158 Sandra F. Rybka

Lodge Member
 207 Louis M. Vidic
 218 Bill E. Wooten
 223 Roger J. McCormick
 245 Betty L. Leibler
 245 Peggy A. White
 426 Edward C. Razorsek Jr.
 559 Lawrence C. Pyzik
 562 Kathleen L. Wheeler
 562 Linda A. Steffl
 584 Jon G. Smanz
 584 Ronald L. Weinhart
 584 Susan L. Zuege
 771 Donald E. Melonio
 771 Rosemary A. Capan
 771 Carol J. Penwell
 776 Charles L. Gumley

60-Year Members
July 2016
 Lodge Member
 A01 Rose M. Schuster
 5 John H. Medvesek
 8 Nancy L. Schwartz
 31 Jo Ann Cameron
 107 Elmer A. Pozarich
 174 Larry L. Leonard
 216 Sylvia K. Provenza
 257 Marija Pivik

Lodge Member 
 562 Sandra Foster
 564 Richard H. Brolick
 566 Anthony J. Leskovec
 604 Richard L. Miklavic
 721 Eleanor L. Nemeth
 723 Joanna L. Farrage
 749 Evelyn Dimpfl
 749 Wanda R. McAllister

 Lodge Member
 A02 Helen E. Wessel
 31 John F. Kralj
 218 Patricia Incitti
 564 Joseph Yurich

70-Year Members
July 2016

Lodge Member
 566 John Mrsnik
 581 Eleanor Carpenter
 782 Olga T. Graham

 Lodge Member
 371 Emil Abramovic

80-Year Members
July 2016

The SNPJ Farm
2016 Dance Schedule

July 3 Cleveland Federation “Salute to Slovenia”
  Jeff Pecon Orchestra  3 to 7
July 4 Val Pawlowski’s Polka Radio Benefit
  Del Sinchak & Frank Stanger bands 1 to 7
July 17 Loyalites Lodge 158 Picnic  3 to 7
  Bob Kravos Band
July 24 Strugglers Lodge 614 Picnic  3 to 7
  Bob Kravos Band
July 31 Cleveland Lodge 126 Picnic  3 to 7
  Eddie Rodick Orchestra

Aug. 7 Naprej Lodge 5 Picnic  3 to 7
  Jeff Pecon Orchestra
Gates open at noon. Dinners served Sundays starting 
at 2 p.m. with music and dancing from 3 to 7 p.m. The 
bar opens at 1 p.m. Sunday picnic admission is $8. For 
information phone (440) 256-3423 or (440) 461-6476.

SNPJ Farm, 10946 Heath Road, Kirtland, Ohio
off Chardon Road (Route 6), three miles east of Route 306
For information phone (440) 256-3423 or (440) 461-6476

Samsula Lodge 603 takes a summer meeting break
by JEANNETTE HUMPHREY

Lodge 603

SAMSULA, Fla. — SNPJ 
Lodge 603 in beautiful down-
town Samsula is taking a break; 
our next scheduled Lodge 
meeting isn’t until Sept. 13. A 
social and covered dish supper 
will take place at 6:30 p.m. fol-
lowed by the business session.

In the meantime, President 
George Benedict and First-
lady Ruth are enjoying three 
cruises over the course of 47 
days of travel. They will miss 
the Fourth of July celebration 
at our Lodge, but we do have 
activities planned for our mem-
bers and guests. The Lodge 603 
Hall will open at 4 p.m. on July 
4 for a covered dish meal at 6 
p.m. Hamburgers and hot dogs 
are on the menu, and we ask 
members and guests to bring 
a side dish to share.

The John and Jennie 
Luznar, and Frank and Mary 
Luznar families are hosting a 
reunion Saturday, Aug. 6, at 
Lodge 603 beginning at 11 
a.m. Bill Tomazin is serving as 
chairman for the reunion and 
is planning barbecue chicken 
for the meal. Family members 
are asked to bring a side dish 
to share. Following social time 
and a photo session, the meal 
will be served at 1 p.m.

The Lodge 603 Labor Day 
party is Monday, Sept. 5, 
beginning at 12:30 p.m. Fried 
fish is planned, and members 
and guests are asked to bring 
a side dish. Some of our mem-
bers plan to go fishing and 
with some luck, they’ll catch 
a generous supply and have 
them ready for the fry.

Lodge 603 had a successful 

Easter Sunday dinner. Ruth 
Benedict and her daughter, 
Dr. Ashley Benedict, served 
as co-chairwomen. After din-
ner, Youth Circle 57 members, 
under the direction of Tonya 
Stein, staged the annual egg 
hunt for the children and teens. 
There was also a senior adult 
division. Everyone enjoyed the 
day at the Lodge 603 Hall.

John Tesauro led our annual 
Mother’s Day dinner with a 
good crowd in attendance to 
enjoy the meal prepared by men 
from the Lodge and Samsula 
community. Profits from the 
meal benefited the Lodge 603 
scholarship fund. The men 
always do a great job with this 
event, which gives the moth-
ers a day off from the duty of 
preparing a meal for the family. 
There was a great turnout of 
men who volunteered to cook, 
serve and clean the kitchen 
afterward.

The Samsula Woman’s 
Club (SWC) met at our Lodge 
for their June business session 
and social. The club donated a 
much-needed new boom box 
entertainment center, which 
was installed by SWC Presi-
dent Cheri Joiner-Smith and 
her husband, Mike. Ruth Bene-
dict assisted with the project.

The club announced that 
they were able to award three 
$500 scholarships to Samsula 
residents graduating from high 
school this year. Zachary 
Halpin, Meghan Scarcello and 
Wayne L. Smith were the 
recipients.

The SWC is honoring all 
past presidents that chartered 
at the Lodge 603 Hall in 1949. 
The banquet is set for Saturday, 

July 9, at Lodge 603. Several 
of the presidents being rec-
ognized are Ellen Tomazin 
Walker, Dusty Holley, Marcy 
Lynn Galbreath and Ruthie 
McCormack. A special trib-
ute will also be given to the 
officers and members who 
compiled the first edition of the 
Samsula Country Cookbook in 
the mid-1980s. The cookbook’s 
proceeds have provided numer-
ous scholarships, community 
needs and much more through 
the years.

A social is planned from 
5:30 to 6 p.m. followed by a 
banquet meal including baked 
chicken, ham, sides and des-
sert. Entertainment for the 
evening will be played on our 
new boom box equipment. If 
you plan to attend, please notify 
President Cheri Joiner-Smith 
at scepoa@yahoo.com or let 
a club member know.

The SWC invites all locals 

to its annual craft show at 
Lodge 603 Saturday, Dec. 3. 
Crafters can rent table space 
inside or outside to sell their 
wares. The club members will 
serve breakfast and lunch, and 
stage a silent auction of wares 
and fresh baked goods during 
the show.

Lodge 603 extends get well 
wishes to Linda Ringeisen, 
Sara Pleterski Brown and Al-
bert Tomazin. Linda Ringeisen 
fell and broke her hip a few 
weeks ago. After recovering at 
the Port Orange Rehabilitation 
Center, she was released home 
to the care of her husband, 
Wally. Sara Pleterski Brown 
of Double Oaks, Texas, had hip 
replacement. Following sur-
gery, she was released home to 
the care of her husband, Steve. 
Albert “Shorty” Tomazin con-
tinues treatment for his illness. 
He is out and about now and 
doing better these days.

A new sound system, donated to Lodge 603 by the Samsula 
Woman’s Club, was installed by RUth BENEDICt, ChERI 
JOINER-SMIth and MIKE SMIth.

We value you as a member of the Slovene National 
Benefit Society and we take your personal privacy 

seriously. We will inform you of our policies for collecting, 
using, securing and sharing non-public personal informa-
tion the first time we do business and every year that you 
are an SNPJ member.

You have provided SNPJ with certain non-public per-
sonal information, such as your name, age, residence, 
marital status and social security number. When you 
applied for life insurance you may have also provided us 
with employment and medical information and authorized 
us to obtain further information concerning your health 
history, mode of living, avocations and other personal 
characteristics. Based on this authorization, only the 
minimum amount of information necessary to underwrite 
your application has been collected. We may obtain other 
information from your transactions with us, such as your 
payment history and claim documentation.

We maintain the highest level of confidentiality con-
cerning your non-public personal information. The em-
ployees at the SNPJ Home Office have been trained in 
the careful handling and protection of such information. 
Oversight of these matters is rigorous, and our employ-
ees understand that improper disclosure of non-public 
personal information is a serious matter with severe 
consequences.

We are a fraternal benefit society which has always 
been committed to protecting the privacy of our members. 
There are no affiliated financial institutions or third-party 
non-affiliates which have access to your non-public per-
sonal information, except pursuant to your written autho-
rization. We never sell lists of our members’ names and 
addresses to any goods or services vendor.

Access to your records is limited to those Home Of-
fice employees who are working with your file. Should 
we be required to disclose information in connection 
with civil or criminal litigation we must comply; however, 
such instances are very rare. Our policy of protecting the 
security of non-public personal information also extends 
to potential insureds and former insureds who no longer 
maintain coverage with us.

Slovene National Benefit Society 

Privacy Policy
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SNPJ fraternal sympathies
sis. Patricia G. Milek

• Lodge 786 •
ORANGE COUNTY, Calif. 
— The members of Lodge 786 
sadly announce the April 24, 
2016, passing of Sis. Patricia 
G. Milek, 74, of Tustin, Calif.

After many years of fight-
ing the debilitating illness of 
scleroderma, she is finally free. 
But during all those years, Sis. 
Milek seemed to bounce back 
with a smile on her face. She 
enjoyed every opportunity to 
join her family and many, many 

friends who loved her. 
Patricia’s loving husband 

Don was always by her side 
and took care of her during 
every episode of illness. Be-
tween those episodes, Don 
and Patricia would attend 
dances, picnics, meetings and 
dinners, and always offered to 
help in any way possible. Don 
is a wonderful musician who 
plays his “magic” accordion 
every chance he gets. He has 
always been giving of himself 
to his favorite groups and to 
the love of his life, his wife of 

over 50 years.
The members of Lodge 

786 send their sympathy to 
Don and the rest of the Milek 
family. Patricia will be sorely 
missed.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 786 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Milek’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

sis. HeleN J. deBosik
• Lodge 2 •

LA SALLE, Ill. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 2 sadly announce 
the April 24, 2016, passing of 
Sis. Helen J. (Stor) Debosik, 
97, of Oglesby, Ill., in Illinois 
Valley Community Hospital, 
Peru, Ill.

Sis. Debosik was born Oct. 
25, 1918, in Oglesby to John 
and Anne (Snyder) Stor. She 
married Rudolph Debosik on 
Nov. 23, 1941, in St. Rock’s 
Church, La Salle.

Helen worked on the line at 
Westclox for five years, then at 
Eicor for a number of years. She 
was a domestic technician for 
the rest of her life.

In addition to her SNPJ 
Lodge 2 membership, Sis. 
Debosik was member of Holy 
Family Church. She enjoyed 
cooking, baking, canning and 
collecting recipes over the 
years.

Surviving are a daughter, 
Margaret (John) Turczyn; two 
sons, Ronald Debosik and 
Dennis (Chris) Debosik; seven 
grandchildren; three great -
grandchildren; and one sister, 
Delores Fulmer.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband on March 30, 
1994; one brother, William 
Stor; and two sisters, Dorothy 
Fulmer and Sophie Loebach.

Funeral services for Sis. 
Debosik were celebrated April 
27 in Prey  Mueller Funeral 
Home, Oglesby, with the Rev. 
Gary Blake, pastor of Holy 
Family Church, officiating. 
Burial was held at St. Vincent 
Cemetery, La Salle.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 2 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Debosik’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

sis. tHeresa colPo
• Lodge 89 •

MIDWAY, Pa. — The Colpo 
family and the members of 
Lodge 89 sadly announce the 
May 2, 2016, passing of Sis. 
Theresa Colpo, 96, of Bur-
gettstown, Pa., surrounded by 
her family.

Sis. Colpo was born Sept. 
15, 1919, in Burgettstown, a 
daughter of the late Anton and 
Theresa Bogotaj Jeram. She 
was a 1937 graduate of Union 
High School in Burgettstown.

Theresa was a homemaker 
who enjoyed cooking, baking 
and cleaning, but most espe-
cially being with her family. 
On Nov. 8, 1943, she married 
Jordan Colpo, who died in 
1996.

In addition to her SNPJ 
Lodge 89 membership, Sis. 
Colpo was a member of Our 
Lady of Lourdes Catholic 
Church in Burgettstown, and 
the Burgettstown Homemak-
ers.

Surviving are her daughters, 
Antonette “Toni” (Donald) 
Bartoletti Sr. and Donna (Bob) 
Shoup; her son, Ronald (Susan) 
Colpo Sr.; her grandchildren, 
Donald (Kimmie) Bartoletti Jr., 
Christopher (Amy) Bartoletti, 
Sean (Cathy) Bartoletti, Tanya 
(Brian) Dillon, John (Amanda) 
Shoup, Michelle Shoup, Bobbi 
Jean Peternel, Ronald (Shelly) 
Colpo Jr. and Anthony Colpo; 
and her great-grandchildren, 
Justin, Christian, Chantelle, 
Jordan, Tyler and Abbey.

Deceased, in addition to her 
husband, are siblings Anthony, 
Joseph and Albert Jeram, and 
Mary Bartoletti.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Colpo 
May 10 in Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church, with the Rev. Eric 
Antwi as celebrant. Inter-
ment followed in the church 
cemetery.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 89 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Colpo’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

sis. eMily a. MarcHiori
• Lodge 2 •

LA SALLE, Ill. — The 
members of Lodge 2 sadly 
announce a second recent loss 
with the May 7, 2016, passing 
of Sis. Emily Ann (Kosem) 
Marchiori, 94, of La Salle, in 
Illinois Valley Commu nity 
Hospital, Peru, Ill.

Sis. Marchiori was born 
July 28, 1921, in La Salle 
to Louis and Julia (Novak) 
Kosem. She married Charles 
Marchiori on Nov. 8, 1947, in 
St. Roch’s Church, La Salle.

In addition to her SNPJ 
Lodge 2 membership, Emily 
was a member of the Sloven-

ian Women’s Union, St. Roch’s 
Church, Resurrec tion Church, 
St. Hyacinth Church and 
Catholic Daughters of America 
for more than 50 years.

Her great est love was her 
family. She enjoyed a strong 
bond with her daughter Lynda, 
and later enjoyed time spent 
with her grand daughters and 
great- grandchildren.

Sis. Marchiori is sur-
vived by her husband of 68 
years, Charles; her daughter, 
Lynda (Claude) McKibben; 
two granddaugh ters, Sarah 
(Jonathan) Black and Anne 
(Colin) Holbrook; three great- 
grandchildren, Emily, Eliza-
beth and Ethan Black; and 
several nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death 
by her sisters, Dorothy Gens, 
Julia Kosem and Agnes Bat-
tistelli; and one brother, Louis, 
in in fancy.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Mar-
chiori on May 14 in St. Hya-
cinth Church, La Salle, with 
the Revs. Paul Carlson and 
Gregory Jarzombek, O.S.B., 
officiating. Burial followed 
in St. Vin cent’s Cemetery, La 
Salle.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 2 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Marchiori’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

sis. aMelia rak
• Lodge 559 •

CHICAGO — The Rak family 
and the members of Lodge 559 
sadly announce the May 19, 
2016, passing of Sis. Amelia 
“Molly” Rak, 90, a longtime 
resident of Countryside, Ill. 

She was a proud member of 
SNPJ Lodge 559.

Sis. Rak was the loving wife 
of the late Henry; loving moth-
er of Victoria (John) Brueck, 
Thomas (Pam) Rak, Carol 
(John) Pietryla and the late 
John “Rocky” Rak (Kathy); 
cherished grandmother of 
Christopher, Jason (Jennie), 
Sara Lynn (Shawn) and Jacob; 
and great-grandmother of Tyler 
and Dylan.

Funeral services for Sis. 
Rak were celebrated on May 
23 with a Mass held at St. 
Cletus Catholic Church. Inter-
ment followed in Resurrection 
Cemetery.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 559 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend sympathies to Sis. Rak’s 
family, relatives and friends on 
their loss.

sis. Patricia l. MartiN
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
announce the May 24, 2016, 
passing of Sis. Patricia Louise 
Martin, 81, of Williamsburg, 
Va., formerly of Washington, 
Pa.

Sis. Martin was born April 
29, 1935, in Wilkinsburg, Pa., 
a daughter of the late Martin 
Dineen Rafter and Frances J. 
Domsic Rafter. Patricia was a 
graduate of Ambridge High 
School and worked as a book-
keeper for United Cerebral 
Palsy. 

The most important thing 
in Sis. Martin’s life was 
her family, especially her 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

A 33-year SNPJ member, 
Sis. Martin served as secretary 
of the former SNPJ Lodge 259 
in Meadowlands, Pa. She was 
also a past matron of Order 
of the Eastern Star, Lincoln 
Chapter 112.

On Aug. 5, 1977, she mar-
ried Daniel M. Martin Jr., who 
died July 22, 2013.

Surviving Sis. Martin are 
her two sons, Michael (Chris) 
Natoli and John (Patricia) 
Wingate; her daughter, Diane 
(Robert) Jones; 13 grandchil-
dren; and eight great-grand-
children.

She was preceded in death 
by a brother, John R. Rafter; 
and a sister, Frances “Jackie” 
Rafter.

A blessing service for Sis. 
Martin was held May 28 in 
William G. Neal Funeral 
Homes, Ltd., Washington, Pa. 
Burial followed in Washington 
Cemetery.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Martin’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

A special person,
a special face.

Someone we loved
and can’t replace.

Never selfish,
always kind.

These are the
memories left behind.

Miss  SNPJ  1983

b. Feb. 24, 1964
d. June 25, 2001

-  your loving family  -

In MeMory of Karen Jean russ

Sis. EMILY A. MARCHIORI (2)

SNPJ Crossword
ANCIENT MYTHS (#0616) solution

DEAthS REPORtED
For the month of March 2016
   DAtE OF
LODGE NAME DEAth CItY-StAtE
 A02 Gracie Riggins 03-03-2016 Philadelphia, Pa.
 FD4 Ronald E. Koller 09-04-2015 Coraopolis, Pa.
 3 Genevieve Voytas 02-04-2016 Johnstown, Pa.
 6 Richard Kouche 01-04-2016 Bridgeville, Pa.
 6 Marguerite Pilcher 02-14-2016 Oakdale, Pa.
 6 Gilbert D. Dolinar Jr. 02-05-2016 Finleyville, Pa.
 6 Mary Jane Celin 03-01-2016 Finleyville, Pa.
 6 Rebecca Rogowski 03-16-2016 Imperial, Pa.
 31 Frank J. Mlakar 02-03-2016 Reynoldsburg, Ohio
 31 Teresa Kasula 01-05-2016 Brookfield, Ohio
 33 Virginia V. Uhernik 02-08-2016 Fairoaks, Pa.
 33 Charles Bono 02-28-2016 Ambridge, Pa.
 53 Anton Sadar Jr. 11-24-2015 Mentor, Ohio
 53 Steve F. Sustaric 03-05-2016 Brunswick, Ohio
 87 Ronald J. Savage 07-30-2015 Pahrump, Nev.
 106 Charles J. Edowski Sr. 02-13-2016 Coraopolis, Pa.
 106 Dorothy D. Bogdan 03-15-2016 Lorain, Ohio
 107 Nick Bogovich 03-01-2016 Edwardsville, Ill.
 138 Joseph M. Brigich 03-04-2016 Canonsburg, Pa.
 198 Josephine Drescher 01-21-2016 Kromenwetter, Wis.
 218 Danny Tibljas 01-10-2016 Sun Lakes, Ariz.
 254 Delores A. Petak 10-11-2015 West Chester, Pa.
 265 Norman B. Brady 02-26-2016 Waukesha, Wis.
 265 Shirley F. Maga 12-27-2015 Southview, Pa.
 265 Phyllis H. Druga 02-29-2016 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 321 Ann E. Tomazin 06-06-2015 Warren, Ohio
 321 Charles J. Tomazin 02-01-2016 Warren, Ohio
 476 Mary A. Thompson 01-24-2016 Marienville, Pa.
 559 James M. Klancnik 03-24-2015 Dallas, Texas
 559 Ella Mae Kovacic 02-27-2016 Romeoville, Ill.
 562 Virginia M. Potnick 09-28-2015 Pataskala, Ohio
 576 Dorothy A. Frank 09-28-2015 Stanford, Calif.
 584 Celine Pierson 02-15-2016 Brookfield, Wis.
 584 Walter J. Remic Jr. 01-28-2016 Crivitz, Wis.
 603 Mary Jane Iss 07-27-2015 Miami, Fla.
 603 Albena Cvetas 02-08-2016 Jupiter, Fla.
 603 Edith J. Cipoth 12-05-2015 Pinellas Park, Fla.
 614 Rose Ann Cherne 11-16-2015 Euclid, Ohio
 614 Joseph Kurrent 03-12-2016 Euclid, Ohio
 629 Anna Korbar 01-30-2016 Greensburg, Pa.
 643 Susan K. Russ 02-09-2016 Canfield, Ohio
 665 Harold Pernisek 11-12-2015 Mars, Pa.
 677 Delphine A. Bilski 01-24-2016 Madison Heights, Mich.
 677 Louise M. Maisel 03-09-2016 Canton, Mich.
 686 Josephine Kasseckert 12-24-2015 West Allis, Wis.
 689 Charmayne Clingman 10-30-2015 Salt Lake City, Utah
 715 Matthew G. Bertovich 11-20-2015 Monroeville, Pa.
 715 Frank J. Guarino 10-18-2014 Euclid, Ohio
 715 Fay A. Urick 01-24-2016 Hudson, Fla.
 715 Nellie Crusan 03-04-2016 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 721 Julia A. Melchiorre 01-19-2016 Monaca, Pa.
 721 Alice Mae Barber 02-13-2016 Bradfordwoods, Pa.
 723 Andrew Pompura Jr. 01-15-2016 Huntington Beach, Calif.
 729 Ann Stanek 08-25-2015 Philadelphia, Pa.
 729 Barbara V. Volchko 02-05-2016 Amherst, Ohio
 749 Donald E. Behe 02-28-2016 Johnstown, Pa.
 771 Kenneth Palkovich 02-11-2016 Hillsville, Pa.
 786 Kathleen M. Brost 02-27-2016 Anaheim, Calif.

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary

Sis. HELEN J. DEBOSIK (2)

Sis. AMELIA RAK (559)



PROSVETA
July 1, 2016www.snpj.org • prosveta@snpj.com 7

• Receive $10 for each valid referral submitted.
• Every valid referral earns the recommender
 one chance in the Quarterly Drawing for an
 opportunity to win $100.
• Every valid referral also earns the recommender 

one chance in the Year-end Drawing for an
 opportunity to win $500 cash.

By submitting one valid referral,
you have the opportunity to earn

a total of $610 in cash prizes!

Recommender Benefits

The SNPJ Recommender Program provides an 
opportunity for adult members to encourage 
family, friends, children and acquaintances to join 
the Slovene National Benefit Society and take 
advantage of SNPJ’s competitive products and 
numerous fraternal benefits. Not only will you 
be helping a friend and strengthening our Society, 
you’ll also be receiving benefits yourself.

I would like to introduce
_________________________________________

for SNPJ membership

Please contact: __________________________________________
 (Parent or guardian if under age 18)

Address: _______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________
Phone: (             ) _________________________________________
Indicate Preferred Agent ___________________________________
 (Optional)

My Name: ______________________________________________
My Lodge Number: _______________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________
Phone: (             ) _________________________________________
e-mail __________________________________________________

Each individual must be informed that an agent will contact him/her and the referral
must have some interest in SNPJ in order for the recommender to be considered valid.

Complete this coupon and return to
Slovene National Benefit Society

Att’n: Marketing Department
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA 15126

SNPJ Recommender Program

Important figures to consider...
29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

1-800-843-7675

If your coverage is over 5 years old
contact SNPJ for a policy review.

!

by JULIE ROCKWELL (138)
Miss SNPJ 2016

STRABANE, Pa. — Another adventure is 
in the books as Miss SNPJ 2016, this time 
exploring our nation’s capital.

In April I was fortunate to be invited by 
the Slovenian Embassy to represent Slovenia 
in the Cherry Blossom Princess Program 
held during the annual National Cherry 
Blossom Festival. The Cherry Blossom 
Princess Program is a cultural, educational 
and professional development program for 
women leaders, and I was thrilled at the 
opportunity to not only explore D.C., but to 
have a roll in spreading Slovenia’s culture 
through this international event.

The Princess Program is a week-long 
event filled with leadership development 
opportunities and events hosted by other 
embassies, states and territories. Unfortu-
nately, due to my work schedule, I wasn’t 
able to join the fun until Thursday afternoon. 
The first event I attended was at the Japan 
Information and Culture Center, a section 
of the Embassy of Japan where we saw 
beautiful Japanese artwork and learned 
about Japan’s culture. The Cherry Blossom 
Festival, of course, is a celebration of the 
Japanese/American bond that began with 
Japan’s gift of the cherry trees planted in 
the Capital’s tidal basin in 1912.

On Friday my mom and I had a little time 
to explore D.C. before it was time to prepare 
for the Grand Ball. First on the agenda was 
complimentary hair-styling for all the prin-
cesses hosted by a local cosmetology school. 
The students were fantastic and worked so 
hard; all of their work was beautiful. With 
over 50 girls participating, I’d like to know 
how many gallons of hairspray were used. 
Given the cloud hovering over the room, I’d 
say we gave the Broadway show “Hairspray” 

a run for its money!
All of the princesses donned long white 

gloves and gowns for the ball. We started 
with a class picture, then enjoyed a sushi 
reception with friends and family. Finally, 
the doors opened for the main event, the 
Cherry Blossom Ball. With all the beautiful 
white ball gowns, it looked like a scene from 
Cinderella multiplied by 50. My mother 
and I were seated with 2015 United States 
Cherry Blossom Queen Noelle Verhelst and 
her family, Mistress of Ceremonies Autria 
Godfrey, President of the National Confer-
ence of State Societies William Christian, 
and Ambassador of Slovenia Božo Cerar. 
Thank you so much, Mr. Ambassador, 
for accompanying us to the ball. We were 
honored to be seated at such an important 
table and enjoyed a delicious dinner, as well 
as the Japanese cultural entertainment that 
accompanied it.

After dinner, each princess was intro-
duced and escorted to the stage. Before  
the 2016 U.S. Cherry Blossom Queen was 
selected, the title of Miss Congeniality (an 
honor similar to SNPJ Miss Fraternalism) 
was awarded to Miss Minnesota Coral 
Krentz. Then the wheel with all the state 
names was spun – yes, the winner of this 
pageant is selected by luck of the draw – 
and the winner was Miss Wisconsin Rachel 
Bohn. Both ladies were so kind and very 
deserving of such honors. With the cer-
emony aspect of the evening winding down, 
we danced away the rest of the night to an 
amazing live band and vocalists.

Saturday morning started bright and 
early in preparation for the National Cherry 
Blossom Parade. This was my first time 
wearing the Slovenian national costume 
and, to be honest, I struggled trying to fig-
ure out what to do with all the pieces! But 

thanks to Nuška Zakrajšek, the Slovenian 
Embassy’s Cultural, Press, Educational 
and Public Diplomacy Officer, and a little 
help from Google, we figured it out and it 
looked great. As we made our way down 
Constitution Avenue, riding on our Cherry 
Blossom Parade floats, all of the princesses 
looked stunning. We had a blast waving to 
the crowd and being princesses for a day.

Although the Cherry Blossom weekend 
was over, my D.C. adventures were not. 
While we were at the Embassy in April, 
we heard about the European Union Open 
House Day. My family, a friend and I vol-
unteered some extra hands to help out at 
the Slovenian Embassy for this event. The 
morning started bright and early with the 
familiar faces of SNPJ Heritage Center and 
Recreation Center committee members 
Kathy Paulenich, Cathy Kalenits, Ed Robich 
and Sue Mals.

My friend and I were stationed in “Kids 
Corner” where we played and laughed 
all morning. My mom and brother were 
stationed in the kitchen, preparing the 
klobase and bread that were definitely 
crowd pleasers. Everyone rotated posi-
tions in the afternoon, and it was my turn 
in the kitchen. I helped serve the klobase, 
then had some down time to spend at the 
SNPJ Heritage Center booth. It was another 
successful day at the Embassy, and I had a 
blast getting to know more of the Embassy 
staff. Nuška and the Ambassador are true 
Slovenian treasures, and I hope to see them 
at Slovenefest!

My time in D.C. was amazing. It was 
an honor to serve as an ambassador for 
SNPJ and Slovenia at such an esteemed 
event. Sharing the culture that has been an 
important part of my childhood on a national 
stage was nothing short of unforgettable.

It was a whirlwind weekend at the Slovenian Embassy 
for Miss SNPJ 2016 JULIE ROCKWELL (138) as she 
represented SNPJ and Slovenia during the annual 
Cherry Blossom Festival. Her time in D.C. included a 
ball dinner with her mother, JANICE ROCKWELL (138), 
and Slovenian Ambassador BOŽO CERAR [above], and 
making friends with her fellow festival princesses [below].

Cherry Blossom Festival another regal weekend for Miss SNPJ 2016

EDDIE RODICK will make several 
appearances this summer at the SNPJ 
Farm in Kirtland, Ohio.

by JOE VALENCIC (5)
SNPJ Farm Board

KIRTLAND, Ohio — Do you like Slovenian-
style music? If so, join the fun at the SNPJ Farm 
in Kirtland every summer Sunday in 2016 with 
polka dances, dinners and special events. Dancers 
and music-lovers have been coming to the SNPJ 
Farm ever since America’s Polka King Frank 
Yankovic played for the first picnic in 1939. The 
SNPJ Farm features the best-known names in 
polka music, plus genuine down-home cooking. 

You can check out a variety of events every 
summer Sunday with top polka bands such as Ed-
die Rodick and Frank Stanger. Some 2016 Sunday 

highlights include: Salute to Slovenia’s 25th with 
the Jeff Pecon Orchestra and Nashville’s Joey 
Miskulin on July 3; Eddie Habat Polka Tribute 
with the Jeff Pecon Orchestra and Polka Mass 
with Minnesota’s Fr. Frank Perkovich on Aug. 7; 
Eddie Rodick Orchestra on Aug. 21, and $2 off 
admission with a food bank donation; Craft Show 
and Pasta Fest with the Joey Tomsick Orchestra 
on Aug. 28; Goulash Dine-and-Dance with the 
Bob Kravos Orchestra on Sept. 11; Friends of the 
Farm picnic with Patty C & The Guys on Sept. 
18; and the Slovenian Grape Festival and parade 
with Joey Tomsick on Sept. 25.

Other special events at the SNPJ Farm this 

summer include the Polka Hall of Fame Slovenian 
Sausage Fest on Sept. 9; Val Pawlowski’s holiday 
dances on July 4 and Labor Day, Sept. 5; plus the 
popular Polka Brunch with Kathy Hlad on Oct. 23.

Become a friend of the SNPJ Farm, and your 
dance pass will save you on the $8 Sunday ad-
mission. Turn in your pass on Sept. 18 and you 
could win a prize.

The SNPJ Farm is located on Heath Road, off 
Chardon Road (Route 6) in Kirtland, three miles 
east of State Route 306. You can rent the SNPJ 
Farm for picnics, anniversaries and special events. 
For details, call (440) 256-3423 or (440) 943-1191, 
or visit our Facebook page.

Summer Sundays bring polka fun to the SNPJ Farm

Entry fees for team and individual events are $56 per member. 
For individual event only, entry fee is $51 per member.

Entry fee includes greens fees, golf cart, prize fund, 
lunch at the turn, a golfer’s meal in the dining room at the 

SNPJ Recreation Center, and a drawing ticket for give-aways.

Return this form, along with entry fees, to:
Slovene National Benefit Society

247 West Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126 
Phone: 1-800-843-7675

Make checks payable to SNPJ
ENTRY DEADLINE IS AUG. 26, 2016

The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament
rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department,

247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Lodge No.Name

Individual Event

1.

2.

3.

4.

Lodge No.Name

Team Event

72nd SNPJ National Golf Tournament
at Bedford Trails Golf Course

713 Bedford Rd. • Coitsville, OH 44436
(330) 536-2234

Saturday, Sept. 3, 2016
9 a.m. Shotgun Start

by LINDA GORJUP
Lodge 158 Secretary

EUCLID, Ohio — The Lodge 158 
Loyalites held their meeting on June 9 at 
Recher Hall. We discussed our picnic and 
will be finalizing everything at our next 
meeting, which will be held Thursday, 
July 14, starting at 7 p.m. at Recher Hall 
in the upper barroom annex. Please try to 
attend this important meeting.

Loyalites Sergeant-at-Arms Eileen 
Markusic sends love and prayers to her 
son and daughter-in-law, Stephen and 
Karen Godec, as they recently suffered 
flood damage to their home in Simonton, 
Texas, when the Brozas River crested at 
54 feet, four inches. How terrible for the 
Godecs and the other families who suffered 
losses. Needless to say, they have rented 
an apartment for the next three months. 

Eileen also sends anniversary wishes their 
way. Good luck!

Karen O’Donnell traveled to Boston to 
see her son, daughter-in-law and grand-
children, Alice, Madelyn, Henry and 
Charlotte. She had a good time visiting 
the kids. 

Happy July birthdays and anniversaries 
to all Loyalite members. A special shout-
out to our July 50-, 60- and 70-year mem-
bers Sandra Rybka, Jackie Berkheimer 
and Ken Adams.

The Recher Hall Balinca League has 
started again. The league plays every 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. throughout the 
summer. Why not stop by and cheer on 
your friends?

We’re in the full swing with our summer 
events in Cleveland. The Loyalites picnic 
will be held Sunday, July 17, at the SNPJ 

Farm in Kirtland, Ohio. The gates will open 
at noon, food service will start at 2 p.m., 
and dancing to the music of Bob Kravos 
will run from 3 to 7 p.m. The Lodge of-
ficers and volunteers are preparing some 
delicious eats this year,  and the pivo will 
be flowing at the bar.  

We are also holding our big drawing at 
the picnic. Did you get your tickets? You 
could win one of our prizes for a donation 
of only $5. I will be at the picnic selling 
tickets all day, so stop by and see me for 
your chance to win b-i-g.

If you are a special honoree this year, 
then you’ve already received your invita-
tion to the picnic. Don’t forget to call me 
by July 10 if you plan to attend. I can be 
reached at (440) 853-8776.

Well, that’s all for now. I hope to see 
y’all at Slovenefest.

You can strike it big at the Loyalites annual picnic



2016 SNPJ CAL Don Gorjup Open Golf Results
Tournament played May 28, 2016, at Rolling Green Golf Course, Huntsburg, Ohio
Men’s Division
Name Lodge Score Prize
*Greg Ostanek 126 74 $100
**Dave Strnisa 158 66 $100
John Harwood 158 67 $70
Dave Belfiore 138 68 $60
Chris Kocin 158 68 $60
Jacob Young 576 68 $60
Tom Gorjup 158 69 $50
Vince Braddock Jr. 138 69 $50
J.D. Gorjup 158 69 $50
Jacob Cadez 138 70 $35
Ryan Brumbaugh 138 70 $35
Josh Tomsic 604 70 $35
J.P. Bevec 138 71 $25
Rick Gorjup 158 71 $25
Brad Stroth 158 72 $20
Jamie Evanish 715 72 $20
Joe Blatnik Jr. 614 72 $20
Louie Novak 576 72 $20
John Baselj 6 73 $15
Marsh Gorjup 158 73 $15
Joe Evanish 106 73 $15
Gary Schultz 138 73 $15

Women’s Division
Name Lodge Score Prize
*Philomena Damore 158 104 $50
**Jennifer Fetcko 138 57 $50

*Indicates Scratch Champion
**Indicates Net Champion

2016 CAL 
Flight Winners

Men’s Division
Loyalites (158) Flight #1

 Name Lodge Score Prize
Gross  Dave Belfiore 138 76 $35
Net Tom Gorjup 158 69 $35
Long Drive J. Monteleone 576  $5 
Pin Shot Mike Jasinski 126  $5

Fairport (355) Flight #2
 Name Lodge Score Prize
Gross V. Braddock Jr. 138 79 $35
Net Brad Stroth 158 72 $35
Long Drive John Kopcso 576  $5
Pin Shot Brad Stroth 158  $5  

Farm Board Flight #3
 Name Lodge Score Prize
Gross Jacob Cadez 138 87 $35
Net R. Brumbaugh 138 70 $35 
Pin Shot Jacob Cadez 138  $5  

Cleveland Federation Flight #4
 Name Lodge Score Prize
Gross Kevin Gorjup 158 94 $35
Net Louie Novak 576 72 $35
Long Drive Louie Novak 576  $5
Pin Shot Bob Tomsic 604  $5  

Spartans (576) Flight #5
 Name Lodge Score Prize
Gross Josh Tomsic 604 100 $35
Net Charlie Shaver 614 76 $35
Long Drive Jacob Young 576  $5
Pin Shot Tom Carroll 6  $5 

Mirni Raj (142) Flight #6
 Name Lodge Score Prize
Gross Chris Kocin 158 105 $35
Net J.D. Gorjup 158 69 $35
Pin Shot Chris Kocin 158  $5 

Women’s Division
Utopians (604) Flight #7

 Name Lodge Score Prize
Gross Krissy Jack 138 117 $35
Net Carol Delly 604 77 $35
Long Drive Jeanne Matuch 142  $5

Guests Division
Strugglers (614) Flight #8

Name  Net Score Prize
(Net) Brian Smith 69 $50
Ed Simeral  71 $35
Bob Pinkney 73 $25
Matt McPheron 72 $30
Will Nelson  73 $25
Tom Artim  76 $18
Diane Strle  76 $18
(Long Drive) Diane Strle  $5

SNPJ National Bean Bag Toss Tournament
Sunday, Sept. 4, 2016, starting at 2:30 p.m.
at the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa.

1.

2.

1.

2.

Lodge No.Name

Entry Fee: $10 per two-man team
Return this form, along with entry fees, to:

Slovene National Benefit Society
Att’n.: National Bean Bag Toss Tournament

247 West Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126 
Phone: 1-800-843-7675

Make checks payable to SNPJ
The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament

rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department,
247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

Team 1 captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

Team 2 captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

(Team 1 captain)

(Team 2 captain)

SNPJ National Balina Tournament
Saturday & Sunday, Sept. 3-4, 2016

at the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Lodge NumberName

$20 per team entry fee for men’s and women’s competition.
ENTRY DEADLINE is Aug. 26, 2016

Return this form, along with entry fees, to:
Slovene National Benefit Society

Att’n.: National Balina Tournament
247 West Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126 

Phone: 1-800-843-7675
Make checks payable to SNPJ

The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament
rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department,

247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

Team name _____________________________________
Team captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

CHICAGO — Sis. Evelyn 
Paitl, a member of Lodge 8, 
has outlived her life insur-
ance policy. She writes: 

“I was born in Chicago 
on July 27, 1920. I had one brother, the late Edward Ra-
kosnik, who was also an SNPJ member. Our mother lived 
to be the ripe old age of 104.

“I retired from the SNPJ after 30 years of office work. 
I worked for SNPJ National Secretaries Vider, Vrhovnik, 
Groser, Jereb and Hribar. During my time as an SNPJ 
member, I’ve enjoyed participating in bowling tournaments 
in many different cities.

“I have been married to Richard for over 73 years. We 
have two children, Patricia Babka and Richard Jr., both of 
whom live in Arizona. We also have two grandchildren, 
Sheryl and Kim; and three great-grandchildren, Jacob, 
Kylie and Megan.

“Richard and I moved to Arizon a little over two years 
ago. We have our own home and live only about 30 minutes 
from both of our children.”

On behalf of the members of Lodge 8 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we extend best wishes to Sis. Paitl 
for continued health and happiness.

SNPJ 
retiree 
outlives 
policy

Sis. EVELYN PAITL (8)

Outlived Members
best wishes to our

by RICK GORJUP (158)
CAL President

CLEVELAND — The 2016 
CAL Don Gorjup Open was 
a huge success! The weather 
forecast indicated it might rain, 
storm or cause some kind of 
havoc, but as the day got closer, 
Mother Nature proved to be a 
friend and not a foe.

Eighty-five golfers and a 
slew of workers made the day 
a huge success, and everyone 
had a super time. From the 
opening drive to the last sip of 
beer and slivo, the day couldn’t 

have turned out any better.
This year’s winners were 

Greg Ostanek, 74, low gross 
men; Philomena Damore, 
104, low gross women; Dave 
Strnisa, 66, low net men; and 
Krissy Jack, 57, low net women. 
Congrats to the overall winners 
as well as the flight winners.

A big thank you goes out 
to all the CAL workers and 
friends; too numerous to men-
tion individually. It takes a lot 
of help to make this outing a 
successful event. We hope to 
see you all next year!

Top awards in the 2016 CAL Don Gorjup Golf Open went to 
PhILOMENA DAMORE (158) and GREG OStANEK (126).

2016 Gorjup Open tees off with 85 on the course

tOM SChWEIGER and tONY MLINAR Jr. [left] worked hard to coordinate this year’s Tony 
Mlinar Sr. Golf Outing, then spent time catching up with friends [right] BARB SMOLE, DAVE 
hEJDAK and MARY DONOVAN.

by MARY DONOVAN
Lodge 584

MILWAUKEE — A fabu-
lous day of golf, fraternalism, 
good food and friendship was 
planned for the 2016 Tony 
Mlinar Sr. Golf Outing. Tom 
Schweiger and Tony Mlinar 
Jr. worked to get the golfers 
checked in and ready to golf 
in the scramble. Twenty four-
somes took off to their starting 
point for a glorious day on the 
greens!

Most of the golfers were 
able to get 18 holes in before 
Mother Nature decided to open 
the skies and rain on our out-
ing. Unfortunately, we don’t 
have control of the weather, 
but that didn’t stop most from 
finishing. Thanks to Carly and 
Amber Schweiger for serving 
Slovene sausages at the turn to 
fuel us for the back nine. 

A huge thanks goes out 
to Tom Schweiger and Tony 
Mlinar Jr. for running this 
event. There is a lot of coor-
dination required to pull off 

Even Mother Nature couldn’t dampen the 
spirit of the Milwaukee Mlinar Sr. Golf Outing

an event like this, and they 
did it with flying colors! On 
the surface, it went smooth 
and I believe everyone had a 
nice time.

Golfers were treated to 
a chicken dinner after golf 
at Lucky Lanes on 51st and 
Howard. Tom and his wife own 
the facility, and they invited 
the golfers over for prizes and 

a delicious rotisserie chicken 
dinner. Thank you, Toner, for 
your part in this.

Of course, no outing would 
be complete without prize 
drawings! Jerry Wucinski and 
Gordie Gunderson worked the 
crowd for participation in the 
50/50 drawing, while Mary 
Donovan sparked interest 
in ticket sales for the booze 

drawing. All money from the 
drawings and proceeds from 
the tournament will be donated 
to a charity that will be voted on 
at the next Lodge 584 meeting.

A date for next year was 
announced, and we’ll be back 
to the Saturday of Father’s Day 
weekend. We can’t say thank 
you enough to Tom and Toner 
for running this fine event.

SLOVENEFESt
FROM PAGE 1 

as well as at the admission gates on 
Saturday afternoon. Please e-mail me at 
kpaulenich@roadrunner.com if you have 
about three hours to give us.

 The Heritage Center’s Free Family Fun 
Day Dance was held June 11. It wasn’t quite 
the attendance we’ve had in past years, 
and the unfavorable weather conditions 
definitely contributed to this. Predictions 
were made for severe thunderstorms with 

a really high heat index most of the day. 
Those who did attend the dance enjoyed 
great music, along with good meals and 
drinks. There were many new faces, and 
hopefully they’ll return for future events. 
The winner of the 50/50 drawing was Bob 
Russ and the winner of the gift basket was 
Steve Beiling. Thank you to the Frank 
Stanger Orchestra and Patty C & The 
Guys for their toe-tapping music

The next big event for the summer at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center will be Fraternal 

Weekend, scheduled Friday and Saturday, 
Aug. 19-20. The full day of music on Satur-
day will begin with a group from Slovenia 
performing in the afternoon, compliments 
of the SNPJ Heritage Center, followed 
by the Eddie Rodick Orchestra and Don 
Wojtila Orchestra alternating through the 
late afternoon and into the evening. More 
information about this event will follow 
next month.

All roads lead to Slovenefest! Safe 
travels to everyone.

The Heritage Center readies for Slovenefest weekend

2016 SNPJ Western Pa. Golf Tournament Results
Tournament played June 4, 2016, at Rolling Green Golf Course, Eighty-Four, Pa.
Men: Members
Name Lodge Score Prize
*Dave Belfiore 138 72 $100
**Daren Fetcko 138 74 $100
**Jason Snider 138 74 $100
Jeremy Cadez 138 76 $75
Jim Cadez 138 77 $60
Jamie Evanish 715 77 $60
Tom Sedora 138 78 $50
Ron Tkach 138 78 $50
Jason Mavrich 138 79 $40
Bob Mavrich 138 80 $30

J.P. Bevec 138 81 $20
Joe Kuisis 6 81 $20
A.J. Wargo 138 82 $10
Jordan Mangione 138 82 $10
Ron Pritts 138 82 $10

Women: Members
Name Lodge Score Prize
*Jennifer Fetcko 138 101 $30
**Krissy Jack 138 78 $30

Men: Guests
Name  Score Prize
*Brandon Duritza  75 $55
**Dan Krzywiecki  72 $55
Steve Wilson  76 $35
Bob Alvarez  76 $35
Steven Musial  77 $25
Scott Lutz  77 $25
Mike Almacy  78 $15

*Indicates Scratch Champion
**Indicates Net Champion
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Nine contestants will compete for the title of Miss SNPJ 2017
by KEVIN RICHARDS

SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — I am pleased to 
introduce the nine contestants com-
peting in the 2016 Miss SNPJ Pageant: 
Alexis Keyes, Jennifer Provenza, 
Aleyna Gee, Bridget Gee, Meredith 
Maresh, Rachel Sheridan, Elizabeth 
Hartman, Rebecca Buchner and 
Brianna McCue. These contestants 
will be introduced on each stage 
throughout Slovenefest weekend, 
and they will be the honored guests 
at a special reception with the SNPJ 
National Board and other dignitaries.

Our first contestant is Alexis 
Keyes, a member of SNPJ Lodge 138 
in Strabane, Pa. She is the daughter of 
Carl and Kari Fetcko, and the grand-
daughter of Bill and Linda Fetcko.

Alexis is a recent graduate of 
Canon-McMillan High School, where 
she participated in basketball, soccer, 
outdoor and indoor track, and was 
captain on the bowling team, letter-
ing in these sports. She also served 
on student council and was an honor 
roll student.

Alexis is an active member of 
Lodge 138. As a child she partici-
pated in the youth bowling league, 
Duck Races, Easter egg hunts, and 
Halloween and Christmas parties, 
events at which she now volunteers. 
Alexis was a Youth Roundup camper 
for several years and participated in 
the TEL Workshop. This summer 
she served as a counselor for Youth 
Roundup and a delegate to the Young 
Adult Conference.

Within her community, Alexis vol-
unteers at fund-raising events for the 
Fraternal Order of Police, participates 
in the Fourth of July parades, and 
volunteers her time at the Washington 
Humane Society.

Our second contestant is Jennifer 
Provenza, a member of Lodge 216 
in Verona, Pa. She is the daughter of 
Joseph A. and Kimberly Provenza 
(216), and the granddaughter of Sylvia 
Kresevich Provenza (216) and the late 
Joseph C. Provenza.

Jennifer is a High Honors graduate 
of Westmoreland County Community 
College, earning a degree in engineer-
ing technology with a concentration 
in civil engineering. She maintained 
a 4.0 grade point average throughout 
college and served as an autoCAD 
tutor. Jennifer was the vice president 
of Phi Theta Kappa Honors Society 
and was nominated by the society 
to attend a civil engineering confer-
ence in New Zealand. She currently 
works as a project engineer for CDR 
Maguire, a civil engineering firm, 
while working part time as certified 
nursing assistant.

Jennifer’s college activities in-
cluded four-year memberships in the 
Geneva College Marching Band as a 
majorette and the American Society 
of Civil Engineers (ASCE) student 
chapter, competing in its Steel Bridge 
Contest. She also mentored members 
of an after-school program and served 
on the “BOTS–IQ” staff for robot 
competitions.

During her time at Hempfield High 
School, Jennifer was a member of 
Student Council and Spanish Society 
Club. She was president of the Teens 

Against Tobacco Use Club and First 
Club, and treasurer of her senior class. 
She was a three-year section leader of 
the majorette line, a four-year member 
of the marching band and a two-year 
member of the track and field team 
for the javelin event. She played on 
recreational and travel basketball 
teams, and served as an intramural 
sports referee. Jennifer represented 
Westmoreland County, Pa., at a state-
wide anti-tobacco initiative and was 
selected by the high school science 
department to attend the Women in 
Science and Engineering Camp.

A fourth generation SNPJ mem-
ber, Jennifer has been very active in 
the Society. She was a camper and 
counselor for Youth Roundup and the 
TEL Workshop, and has attended the 
Young Adult Conference since 2007. 
She has volunteered at many SNPJ and 
Slovenian events, such as Slovenefest, 
the California Federation Grape Festi-
val and American Slovene Radio Hour 
Picnic to name a few, and recently at-
tended a 25th anniversary celebration 
of Slovenia’s independence.

Jennifer is the current SNPJ Miss 
Fraternalism. She has attended several 
SNPJ events while serving as Miss 
Fraternalism 2016, and has enjoyed 
raising donations for the Pageant 
Booster Fund. On a local level, Jen-
nifer led Lodge 216 to Silver Star 
Status in membership in 2014 and to 
Gold Star Status in membership in 
2015. She represented her Lodge at 
the 30th SNPJ National Convention 
and currently serves as Lodge vice 
president. She is also a member of the 
Slovene Federation of SNPJ Lodges 
of Western Pa.

Jennifer is a member of the Greens-
burg Crochet and Knitting Club and 
Immaculate Conception Catholic 
Church, where she served as a vaca-
tion bible school counselor. She has 
been a camper and junior coach for 
Drill 4 Skill and CMU Tartans bas-
ketball camps, and  participated in the 
Twirling Unlimited Majorette Camp.

Jennifer’s community service and 
volunteer work has included assisting 
with the Pennsylvania general election 
as a poll worker; participating in three 
walk-a-thons to raise awareness and 
funds for cancer, epilepsy and autism 
research; and fasting as part of “The 
30 Hour Famine” Hunger Campaign. 
She also donates blood often to sup-
port the Central Blood Bank and 
American Red Cross.

Jennifer has volunteered for nu-
merous Shriners-sponsored events as 
well. She has provided entertainment 
as a majorette and an elf at Shriners 
Christmas parties, collected dona-
tions for their St. Patty’s Day Crawl, 
and assisted at the Shrine Circus. She 
has volunteered at multiple Shriners 
spaghetti dinner fund-raisers and 
delivered Jared Boxes prepared at the 
Young Adult Conference to the Shri-
ners Hospital in Cincinnati. Jennifer 
has also participated in ticket sales for 
multiple Shriners units at their Gun 
Bash and hoagie sales to help raise 
money for Shriners Hospitals.

Our third contestant is Aleyna Gee, 
a member of Lodge 257 in Cleveland. 
She is the daughter of George and 
Jenny Gee (257), and the grand-

daughter of George and Edna Gee, 
and Carole and Phil Emery (257).

As a high school student, Aleyna 
won the Linnea Massey Award for 
Outstanding Character and the Class 
of 1972 Scholarship, which is awarded 
to the student with the most improved 
GPA throughout high school. She 
participated in her high school’s 
Communications Club, interacting 
with special needs individuals in a 
social, peer-to-peer manner. She was 
also involved with German Club and 
International Club.

As a Kent State University stu-
dent, Aleyna is active in the Alpha 
Phi Omega service fraternity. Her 
involvement with Brecksville United 
Methodist Church includes work with 
evangelism and Our Caring Com-
munities, giving her the opportunity 
to visit the elderly in nursing homes. 
She also assists with Sunday School 
and Vacation Bible School.

Aleyna is a volunteer in the nursing 
unit at the Cleveland Clinic. She also 
volunteers every September through 
December on the Cuyahoga Valley 
Scenic Railroad as an elf on The Polar 
Express. For the past three years she 
has worked as a lifeguard, teaching 
young children how to swim.

Aleyna played recreational softball 
and soccer on teams sponsored by the 
city of Broadview Heights. She has 
a warm heart for the environment, 
which has led her to participate in 
numerous clean up days hosted by 
her school.

Our fourth contestant is Bridget 
Gee, a member of Lodge 257 in 
Cleveland. She is the daughter of 
George and Jenny Gee (257); the 
granddaughter of George and Edna 
Gee, and Carole and Phil Emery (257); 
and the sister of pageant contestant 
Aleyna Gee.

Bridget graduated high school in 
2015 with an honors diploma. She 
was a member of the National Honor 
Society, Tri-M (Modern Music Mas-
ters), HUDDLE and Model United 
Nations. As part of the Communica-
tions Club, she spent time after school 
with special needs students. Bridget 
was involved in the drama club and 
International Club, played lacrosse 
and ran cross country. 

As an Honors College student 
at Kent State University, Bridget is 
studying interior design. She is a 
Dean’s List student and a member of 
the Student Dance Education Organi-
zation and Kent State Adventure Club. 
In addition to her school activities, she 
has volunteered at Native American 
shelters and was part of the Nehemiah 
Mission of Cleveland. This summer 
she plans to intern with Habitat for 
Humanity in Cleveland.

Bridget is actively involved with 
Brecksville United Methodist Church. 
She is regularly part of the praise team 
and has also participated in numer-
ous service trips. Bridget serves as a 
Vacation Bible School group leader 
and volunteers in the church nursery. 
She also helps lead the children’s choir 
and is part of the caroling team.

Our fifth contestant is Meredith 
Maresh, a member of Lodge 449 in 
Chicago. She is the daughter of Jan 
(449) and Bill Maresh, and the grand-

daughter of Elinore Laben (449) and 
late William Laben.

Meredith graduated summa cum 
laude from the University of Illinois 
at Chicago with two degrees and three 
majors: communications, theatre 
performance and theatre design. She 
was also in the Honors College all 
four years, participating in various 
service projects such as volunteering 
at the Greater Chicago Food Deposi-
tory and the Honors College Tutoring 
Center. As an elected member of the 
Honors College Advisory Board, she 
helped raise funds and plan the An-
nual Honors College Ball. 

In high school, Meredith was a 
member of the speech team for four 
years, qualifying for state three years. 
She was also a four-year member of 
the competitive cheer squad, qualify-
ing for state during her two years on 
varsity. Meredith was also involved 
in Student Council, National Honors 
Society, theatre and Link Crew, a 
leadership group that helps freshmen 
transition into high school.

A lifelong member of Lodge 449, 
Meredith has performed at multiple 
Chicago District Federation Christ-
mas parties, and attended numerous 
Lodge and Federation activities, in-
cluding annual picnics, bingo nights 
and volunteer events. She has attended 
both the TEL Workshop and Young 
Adult Conference at the Recreation 
Center.

Our sixth contestant is Rachel 
Sheridan, a member of Lodge 729 
in Yukon, Pa. She is the daughter of 
Marty and Maggie Sheridan, and the 
granddaughter of Patrick and Dorothy 
Sheridan, and the late Stephanija 
Shuster.

A senior mechanical engineering 
student at Penn State Erie, The Beh-
rend College, Rachel is a member of 
the Omicron Delta Kappa National 
Leadership Honor Society and often 
volunteers around campus and the 
surrounding community. During 
her sophomore year, Rachel joined 
the Lambda Sigma National Honor 
Society and became vice president, 
helping plan meetings and organize 
volunteer opportunities. She is also a 
member of Theta Phi Alpha Frater-
nity, where she has served as scholar-
ship chair and parliamentarian, and 
currently serves as vice president. 
Rachel graduated from the Behrend 
Honors Program and has made the 
Dean’s List four times. 

Our seventh contestant is Eliza-
beth “Betty” Hartman, a member of 
Lodge 138 in Strabane, Pa. She is the 
daughter of Paul and Mary Jo Hart-
man (138), and the granddaughter of 
the late Joseph “Mooney” and Rose 
Germovsek (138), and Ruth and the 
late Herbert Hartman.

Betty will be starting her junior 
year at Edinboro University of Penn-
sylvania where she is a mid-level sci-
ence and social studies major with a 
minor in special education. She is a 
Presidential Honor Scholar who has 
been on the Dean’s List throughout her 
freshman and sophomore years, and 
she currently serves as a resident advi-
sor. Betty is active in the Council for 
Exceptional Children, serving on the 
committee for Dancing for a Differ-

ence. She also volunteers at the ESO 
dances for adults with disabilities.

Betty is the treasurer of the Middle 
Level and Secondary Education Club. 
She is a sister of Alpha Sigma Alpha, 
which volunteers in numerous philan-
thropic endeavors, and she performs 
with Edinboro University’s vocal 
chorale. Betty was also chosen to be 
a staff member at the Ready for Life 
Scholastic Center in Erie, Pa., where 
she tutored underprivileged students 
from local schools. Betty also worked 
with life skills students at Meadville 
middle and high schools. While there, 
she was on the committee that planned 
a prom for the life skill students.

Betty is a graduate of Bethel Park 
High School, where she was a member 
of the National Honor Society, Top 
21 Vocal Group, concert choir, the 
annual spring musical, and served 
as president of Family, Career and 
Community Leaders of America 
(FCCLA). Betty was a girl scout 
for 13 years before bridging to adult 
membership. She earned Bronze and 
Silver Girl Scout Awards by fulfill-
ing many community service hours. 
Through Girl Scouts, she participated 
in community cleanups, food collec-
tions for the Pittsburgh Food Bank 
and Presents for Patients, and was 
her troop’s lead contributor for Proj-
ect Linus Preemie Cap. She’s also a 
six-year volunteer as a day camp unit 
and song leader.

Betty was a nine-year member of 
the Junior Tamburitzans of the South 
Hills, serving as a lead vocalist for 
several years. She had the opportunity 
to learn and perform not only the 
traditional songs of Slovenia, but of 
many other Eastern European nations.  
Betty is still very involved with the 
group, and for the past two years she 
has served as the emcee for their an-
nual concert.

Betty is proud to be a fourth gen-
eration SNPJ member. She has been 
active since early childhood through 
Youth Circle 19 Christmas pageants, 
Easter and Halloween parties, and 
by representing Lodge 138 in the lo-
cal Fourth of July parade. Betty has 
happy memories of performing for the 
Slovenian ambassador with the Circle 
19 Singers. She also bowled in the 
Youth Circle league and participated 
in SNPJ Family Twosome Bowling 
Tournaments. 

On the national level, Betty has 
attended Youth Roundup, the TEL 
Workshop and the Young Adult Con-
ference. She has been happy to give 
back and serve as a Youth Roundup 
counselor for the past two years, and 
was proud to lead this year’s Youth 
Roundup alongside her sister. She 
will also serve her second year as a 
TEL counselor this August. Betty is 
honored to be serving as Miss Activ-
ity 2016, and is looking forward to 
another wonderful pageant weekend 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center ; Slo-
venefest is one of her favorite times 
of the year.

Our eighth contestant is Rebecca 
Buchner, a member of Lodge 566 in 
Euclid, Ohio. She is the daughter of 
Jonathan and Penny Buchner, and the 
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Slovenefest is hosted by the

SNPJ Recreation Center
270 Martin Road

Borough of SNPJ (Enon Valley), PA 16120
(724) 336-5180 • Toll-free: 1-877-767-5732

website: www.slovenefest.com • e-mail: snpj@snpjrec.com
Admission: $10 Friday/$15 Saturday/$10 Sunday/Three-day Pass: $30 

Children ages 16 and under admitted FREE

Join SNPJ for the ORIGINAL

July 8-10, 2016
Slo enefest35th ANNUAL ®

Friday, July 8 Saturday, July 9 Sunday, July 10

Visit the

SNPJ Membership 

Booth for a chance 

to win some

great prizes!

Alpine Room
Sponsored by Slovenian Savings & Loan Assoc.

Noon to 4 p.m. Miss SNPJ Pageant Competition 
6 to 8 p.m. Chardon Polka Band
8 to 9 p.m. Mladi Glas & Planika Dance Group
9 to 11 p.m. Chardon Polka Band

Outside Stage
Sponsored by SNPJ Lodge 138

4 to 6 p.m. Jack Tady & The JTB
6 to 8 p.m. Eddie Rodick Orchestra
8 to 10 p.m. Jack Tady & The JTB
10 p.m. to Midnight Eddie Rodick Orchestra

Gostilna
7 to 11 p.m. The Polka Bros

Outside Food & Jam Tent
4 p.m. to Midnight Evening-long Button Box Jam

Alpine Room
Sponsored by Slovenian Savings & Loan Assoc.

1 to 3 p.m. Bill Bevec Orchestra
3 to 5 p.m. Steve Meisner Band
5 to 7 p.m. Bill Bevec Orchestra
7 to 9 p.m Steve Meisner Band

Outside Stage
Sponsored by SNPJ Lodge 138

Noon to 4 p.m. Karl Lukitsch Autobahn
4 to 6 p.m. Ron Likovic Band
6 to 8 p.m. Don Wojtila Orchestra
8 to 10 p.m. Ron Likovic Band
10 p.m. to Midnight Don Wojtila Orchestra

Heritage Pavilion
Sponsored by The Cvetas Family

Noon to 2 p.m. Joe Grkman Orchestra
2 to 3 p.m. Mladi Glas & Planika Dance Group
3 to 5 p.m. Joe Grkman Orchestra
5 to 7 p.m. Murski Val w/Ansambel Europa (from Canada)
7 to 8 p.m. Mladi Glas & Planika Dance Group
8 to 10 p.m. Murski Val w/Ansambel Europa

Gostilna
1 to 2:30 p.m. Polka Playmates
 from Michigan & Canada
3 to 4:30 p.m. Western Pa. Button Box Club
5 to 6:30 p.m. Fairport Jammers
7:30 to 11:30 p.m. Joe Novak & Friends

Outside Food & Jam Tent
Noon to Midnight Day-long Button Box Jam

Alpine Room
Sponsored by Slovenian Savings & Loan Assoc.

10 a.m. Polka Mass
(Fr. Christopher Luoni with music by Dick Tady)

Noon to 2 p.m.  Miss SNPJ 2017 Crowning
3 to 7 p.m. Frank Stanger Orchestra

Outside Stage
Sponsored by SNPJ Lodge 138

1 to 3 p.m.  Steve Meisner Band
3 to 5 p.m.  Klancnik & Friends
5 to 7 p.m.  Steve Meisner Band
7 to 9 p.m. Klancnik & Friends

Heritage Pavilion 
Sponsored by The Cvetas Family

12:30 to 2:30 p.m. Murski Val w/Ansambel Europa
2:30 to 3:15 p.m. Mladi Glas & Planika Dance Group
3:15 to 5 p.m. Veseli Fantje

Bob Zgonc, Darryl & Frank Valencic, Tony Trontel, Skip Tomecsko
5 to 7 p.m. Murski Val w/Ansambel Europa

Gostilna
1 to 2:30 p.m. Magic Buttons
3 to 4:30 p.m. Button Box Divas
5 to 6:30 p.m. Mahoning Valley Button Box Club
7 to 8:30 p.m. Patty C & The Guys

Outside Food & Jam Tent
Noon to 10 p.m. Day-long Button Box Jam

additional information and complete performance 
schedule online at www.slovenefest.com

by KEVIN RICHARDS
Lodge 106

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Greetings from 
SNPJ Lodge 106 in Imperial! 

We have a special bar bingo sched-
ule for the summer. We’ll be playing 
Thursdays, July 21, Aug. 4 and Aug. 
18. We’ll return to the second and 
fourth Thursdays in September. Spe-
cial early bird games start at 6:30 p.m. 
with the first regular game starting at 7. 
Our kitchen is open during bar bingo.

Car cruises continue at 106!  The 
next car cruise is Sunday, July 17. 
The Messengers will be provide the 
entertainment and there will be dash 
plaques for the first 50 cars.

To honor Elvis Week, our Sunday, 

Aug. 14, car cruise will feature “Elvis 
Lives: A Tribute to the King!” Dash 
plaques will be available for the first 
50 cars, and the Coors Light Girls will 
be on hand.

The final car cruise of the season 
will be a Black and Gold car cruise 
planned for Sunday, Sept. 18. We will 
be giving out SNPJ Lodge 106 Car 
Cruise Terrible Towels, and the Steelers 
vs. Bengals game will be airing on our 
big screen TVs.

Our car cruises run from noon to 
4 p.m. and feature live entertainment, 
a buffet, drinks, a 50/50 drawing and 
door prizes on our level, paved parking 
lot and in our air-conditioned club-
room. Bikes are always welcome too!

Lodge 106 is proud to host the 
American Slovene Day Picnic on 
Sunday, July 31. Entertainment will 
be provided by the Frank Stanger 
Band and food booths will be set up 
throughout the grounds at Lodge 106.

Would you like to receive periodic e-
mails from Lodge 106 about upcoming 
events and important announcements? 
If so, send an e-mail to snpj106@gmail.
com and we’ll add you to our list. 

Be sure to keep track of all the 
activities we have going on here at 
Lodge 106 by visiting the “Upcoming 
Events” page on our website, www.
snpjimperialpa.com. And be sure to 
check out SNPJ Lodge 106 on Face-
book and “Like” us.

Summer activities in high gear at Lodge 106
WINE tAStING

FROM PAGE 1 
also allowed to bring water, soda 
and juice, as some are children 
and some just come for the food 
and music.

Tablecloths were placed on 
the tables along with wine menus 
so that folks could follow along. 
Of course, Fred Mlakar also an-
nounced each wine as it was tasted. 
The Wiens staff provides a bar 
area with servers so that those who 
choose to taste Wiens’ craft beers 
can do that instead of wine. Four 
of our members poured the wine 
from table to table, making sure 
that no one was missed.  

We had a capacity crowd of over 
150, with at least a few that we 
had to turn away. The ages ranged 
from about 4 to 94. Folks traveled 
from San Diego in the south to 
Victorville in the north, and from 
the ocean to the desert. We almost 
had a couple from Tucson, Ariz., 
who had reservations at a hotel in 
the area, but had to cancel because 
of illness. We missed meeting 
Martha and Dave Lepo. Maybe 
next time, Martha! 

We thank Norbert Bernhardt 
and Don Milek for inviting many 
friends from the Phoenix German 
Club in Anaheim, Calif. They 
numbered about 25 and seemed 
to really have a good time. Don 
even brought a professional singer, 
Renate, who entertains at the club 
every Friday and Sunday evening. 
Her sparkling personality and 
wonderful voice made us feel as 
though we were in a European 
Bierstube. Of course, Don played 
his accordion, as did the loyal con-
tributors from the Fontana Button 
Box Club. They haven’t failed us 
yet, and Frank Rote did a great job 
directing them, as always. Joining 
the club was Skip Svoboda on the 
tuba and on the banjo was James 
Koci, who is home from college 
for the summer.

The wines were especially well 
received this year. We offered 
three reds instead of two, plus 
two whites, and finished with a 
sparkling rosé with dessert. Oh yes,  
I can’t forget to thank the strudel 
ladies (plus Arnie) who came early 
Saturday to peel apples and cut 
apricots for the strudel. We made 
enough to feed everyone who at-
tended, and we even gave some to 
the staff in appreciation for their 
work; I think this is one reason 
why they take such good care of 

us! We produced some “apple-cot” 
strudel along with apple, and it was 
really very good! Thanks so much 
Rosemary, Lina, Marie and Carol. 
I really appreciate all of your help. 
Thanks as well to our admission 
gals, Dorothy Jerneycic and Mary 
Lou Jensen. They did an impec-
cable job! Servers were Lina Ker-
wick, Carol Jancich, Marie Bajc, 
Cristi Nunez and others. Thanks 
to young adult Jessica Leathers 
and her friend for distributing the 
strudel to the tables.  It was good 
having the Leathers family again. 

Thanks to all who brought their 
canopies to help cover the tables.  
For the first time we had enough 
to give shade to all 15 tables! 
Everyone is catching on and we 
appreciate it so much.

 We were able to welcome 
three new SNPJ members to this 
event: Robert Ruper (786), Barbara 
Belohovek (786) and Tony Phaller 
(723). Also attending were the 
parents of upcoming TEL Work-
shop delegates Johnny and Patty 
Govednik,  Cristi Nunez, and Jesse 
and Angela Leathers. They were 
able to get together and make plans 
for their teens to travel together 
to the SNPJ Recreation Center in 
Pennsylvania. We thank Virginia 
Zajc Johnson for coming and invit-
ing old friends that she had made 
when she lived in Temecula, Calif., 
as well as a family that she knew 
when she lived in El Monte many 
years ago. Virginia celebrated her 
94th birthday June 24, but still 
loves to get out to see her old Lodge 
friends as well as others she’s met 
through the years.

Our next event and Lodge 786 
meeting will be July 17 at the 
Rancho Niguel Recreation Center 
in Laguna Niguel, Calif. This is 
our annual BBQ & Swim Party, 
and we thank Paula and Jim Man-
ning for reserving this great club 
once more. Our meeting will be 
held first, starting at 11:30 a.m., 
followed by food and activities. 
Potluck sides, salads and desserts 
are welcome, and please bring your 
own beverages.

The park is located at the corner 
of Moulton Parkway and Rancho 
Niguel Road. We’ve been meeting 
at this site for a number of years, 
so most folks know where it is, 
but some may be new and we 
want you to know that guests are 
welcome. If you don’t receive a 
flyer, call me for details at (949) 
495-0097.

Wine Tasting Picnic leads to 
summer events at Lodge 786

by LINDA GORJUP 
Lodge 158

CLEVELAND — There’s no rest for 
the weary. After finalizing the CAL 
Don Gorjup Golf Open, we turned our 
thoughts to our annual picnic.  

The Cleveland Athletic League 
(CAL) is planning their annual sum-
mer picnic at the SNPJ Farm in Kirt-
land, Ohio, on Sunday, Aug. 28. The 
gates will open at noon; dinners will 
be served starting at 2 p.m. Look for 
our famous pasta bake on this year’s 

menu – it’s always a hit. Of course, we 
will have the usual menu items that 
everyone enjoys. The Ladies Auxiliary 
will also be making krofe... yummy! 
After dinner, stick around to listen and 
dance to the lovely melodies of Joey 
Tomsick and his band from 3 to 7 p.m.

This year, CAL is holding a craft 
fair that will run throughout the day, 
from noon until 6 p.m. If you are a 
crafter/vendor or know someone who 
is, please call me at (440) 853-8776. We 
are limited in space and want to make 

sure that we don’t duplicate any crafts.  
Spaces are available for $15 per 

crafter, which will include one eight-
foot table. This is an outdoor event, and 
crafters are urged to bring their own 
canopies in case of rain.  There are a 
few covered areas that are available on 
a first-come, first-served basis. Call me 
to reserve your space today.  

CAL officers and volunteers are 
looking forward to seeing our friends 
and families at the SNPJ Farm on 
Sunday, Aug. 28.

CAL hosting a craft fair at annual Farm picnic
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Field of entrants totals nine for the 2016 pageant
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granddaughter of Nino and Patricia 
Buchner.

Rebecca attended Pinnacle Acad-
emy through the eighth grade then 
transferred to North Olmsted High 
School, graduating in 2014 and earn-
ing honors throughout her high school 
years. She participated in student 
council, was an honors French student 
and took photography. She was also 
a Key Club member, and was part 
of the tennis team and homecoming 
court her senior year. She currently 
attends Lorain Community College 
while working toward a degree in 
early childhood education, and she 
plans to transfer to Cleveland State 
University. She is currently employed 
by Aeropostale clothing store and Aldi 
grocery store.

Rebecca’s family has always been 
interested in their Slovenian heritage. 
As an SNPJ youth member she at-
tended Youth Circle 2 concerts and 
performances by the Zarja Slovenian 
Singing Society, in which her great-
grandmother participated. In 2009 she 

traveled to Slovenia, where her great-
grandmother lives in the mountains in 
Črna na Koroškem.

Rebecca has been a camper at 
Youth Roundup and a delegate to the 
TEL Workshop. She enjoys visiting 
the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, Ohio, for 
their Pancake & Sausage Breakfasts, 
and participating in Family Week at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center. Rebecca 
also enjoys attending Slovenefest with 
her family and watching the Miss SNPJ 
Pageant. Her aunt is a former Miss 
SNPJ, and it has always been Rebecca’s 
dream to follow her lead.

Our ninth contestant is Brianna 
McCue, a member of Lodge 715 in 
Universal, Pa. She is the daughter of 
Terrence and Cindy McCue (715), and 
the granddaughter of William and the 
late Joy McCue (715), and Joe and 
Gerry Maley.

Brianna has received numerous 
school honors, including two letter-
man awards, and attained honor roll 
recognition each year of high school. 
She has been involved with many chari-
table clubs and organizations, such as 
Helping Hands and National Honors 

Society, which required numerous 
hours of community service.

Brianna was a four-year member of 
the high school swim team and played 
the violin in the school orchestra for 
four years. She was also a member of 
her school’s Games Club and Page 
Turners.

For the past nine years, Brianna has 
volunteered at an amputee camp for a 
week each summer. She has also par-
ticipated in the school-sponsored Su-
per Saturday event, which introduces 
computer programming to elementary 
students. Brianna’s hobbies include 
reading, playing piano and computer 
programming. 

We welcome these young ladies to 
the Miss SNPJ Pageant and wish them 
all the best. The pageant program will 
start at noon on Friday, July 8, in the 
Alpine Room at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center. Everyone is invited to attend. 
The crowning of Miss SNPJ 2017 and 
her court will take place at noon on 
Sunday, July 10, in the same venue. 
We look forward to seeing everybody 
there to support this time-honored 
SNPJ tradition.


