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The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are Sept. 1 and Oct. 3. All material must 
be received by Wednesday, Aug. 17, for 
the Sept. 1 issue, and by Wednesday, 
Sept. 21, for the Oct. 3 issue. If you are 
concerned about making the deadline, 
send an e-mail to prosveta@snpj.com 
or submit your material via the publica-
tions area of our website, www.snpj.org.
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IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office has been notified of the June 25, 
2016, passing of Bro. Robert J. Troha, 
secretary/treasurer of Lodge 581 in St. 
Marys, Pa.

On behalf of the entire Society, the 
members of the Executive Committee 
and Home Office staff extend their 
condolences to Bro. Troha’s family and 
friends on their loss. See page 6 for the 
complete obituary.

Society sympathies
for Lodge 581 secretary

SHARON, Pa. — SNPJ Lodge 31 will 
hold its next meeting Aug. 11 at 7 p.m. in 
the Slovenian Hall, 1037 Baldwin Ave. in 
Sharon. Please park in the lot and walk up 
the handicap ramp. Lodge business, spe-
cifically our holiday dinner and honoree 
members, will be discussed. For more 
information, please call Barb Bogolin at 
(724) 347-1197 before 10 p.m.

BARB BOGOlIN
Lodge 31 Secretary/Treasurer

Sharon Lodge 31 sets 
Aug. 11 meeting date

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — A meeting 
of the Slovene Federation of SNPJ Lodges 
of Western Pa. is scheduled Saturday, Aug. 
20, starting at 12:30 p.m. at the SNPJ Rec-
reation Center during Fraternal Weekend. 
The meeting will be held in the Gostilna 
prior to opening. We invite all Federation 
members to attend. We hope to see all of 
our fraternal friends attend to support the 
Federation. For more information, please 
call me at (724) 869-0530.

ChRIS PETUkAUSkAS (33)
Federation Secretary

W. Pa. Federation will 
meet Fraternal Weekend

• Brody R. Brown
Born April 28, 2010

Girard, Ohio, Lodge 643
The members of Lodge 643 welcome Brody 
R. Brown as their newest addition. Brody 
is the son of Brenna Styduhar-Brown (643) 
and Dennis Brown, grandson of Daniel Sty-
duhar (643), and great-great-grandson of 
Johann Cetin and Paulina Kocijančič-Cetin 
(31). We welcome Brody to the SNPJ and 
send best wishes to his entire family.

• Mileage reimbursement will only 
be paid up to a 100-mile radius 

 of the SNPJ Recreation Center
• Compensation also includes a 
 $50 per diem

Resumes for these positions should 
be forwarded by Sept. 9, 2016, to:

Slovene National 
Benefit Society

Joseph C. Evanish, National President
247 West Allegheny Road

Imperial, PA 15126
e-mail: kbrown@snpj.com

Call for Candidates
SNPJ Recreation 
Center Committee
This announcement serves as a call to 
all members interested in serving on the 
SNPJ Recreation Center Committee. 
Two positions for terms of three years 
each will be filled during the Sept. 16, 
2016, SNPJ National Board meeting.

A warm welcome for Miss SNPJ 2017
by KEVIN RICHARDS

SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Greetings from the Frater-
nal Department. I hope everybody had a great 
time this year during Slovenefest and the 60th 
Miss SNPJ Pageant.

Many special guests were in attendance at 
Slovenefest this year. The Miss SNPJ Pageant 
contestants and committee members attended a 
special reception with the SNPJ National Board, 
Slovenian Consul General Andrej Rode and 
Pittsburgh’s Honorary Slovenian Consul Petra 
Mitchell (782).

The Sunday crowning festivities featuring 
the introduction of the Miss SNPJ contestants 
and Miss SNPJ 2016 Julie Rockwell (138) were 
held in the Alpine Room. All former Miss 

Miss SNPJ 2017 ElIZABETh hARTMAN (138) receives her crown from Miss SNPJ 2016 
JUlIE ROCkWEll (138).

SEE MISS SNPJ PAGEANT
ON PAGE 10

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The Fraternal Depart-
ment and the SNPJ Recreation Center invite 
all members to the SNPJ Recreation Center 
during Labor Day weekend as we celebrate 
the 77th National SNPJ Days.

For those who like to start their weekend 
early and arrive at the Recreation Center on 
Thursday, the Gostilna will be open Thursday 
evening, Sept. 1. The weekend will officially 
get underway on Friday evening, Sept. 2, with 
a wine and cheese reception sponsored by 
the Slovenian Heritage Center from 7 to 8 
p.m. Food will be available for purchase in 
the Gostilna all weekend long.

The activity on Saturday, Sept. 3, starts 
early as SNPJ golfers are scheduled to arrive 
at Bedford Trails Golf Course to compete in 
the 2016 SNPJ National Golf Tournament, 

Close out your 
summer at SNPJ
National Days

SEE NATIONAl SNPJ DAYS
ON PAGE 4

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

SNPJ is returning to beautiful Slovenia for 
a June 12-21, 2017, tour. On behalf of the 
Society, I extend a special invitation for 

you to join us. You are encouraged to sign up 
soon since there is great excitement with SNPJ 
visiting Slovenia again.

We will experience much of the awesome 
landscapes in Slovenia, including the Alpine 
world, the coast, the Karst, and the heart of 
the country. This tour will truly be “Slovenia 
At Its Best.”

We have enjoyed many special and exciting 
tours in the past. As an important Slovenian-
American fraternal organization, SNPJ has been 
received at the highest levels. We will be staying 
at top hotels in Bled, Portorož and Ljubljana, as 
well as touring various areas in Slovenia. See 
page 5 for a summary of the itinerary.

For a brochure and additional registration 
information, contact Judy at Kollander World 
Travel by phoning 1-800-800-5981, ext. 7007, 
or e-mailing jkoblentz@kollander.com. A 
brochure will also be available on our website, 
www.snpj.org.

With SNPJ, you can experience 
“Slovenia At Its Best” in 2017

The town of Piran 
[above] along the 
Slovenian coast, 
along with scenic 
Lake Bled [right], 

are among the many 
attractions on the 

itinerary of the SNPJ 
“Slovenia At Its Best” 

tour, scheduled 
June 12-21, 2017.

GIRARD, Kan. — SNPJ Lodge 225 will 
not hold its Aug. 14 monthly meeting in 
Arma, Kan., due to the Arma Homecom-
ing. Members will return to their next 
meeting on Sunday, Sept. 11.

lINDA SCAlES
Lodge 225 Secretary

Lodge 225 members to
resume meetings in Sept.

SNPJs – there were a total of 23 Miss SNPJs in 
attendance this year – were invited to the stage 
by Miss SNPJ 2016 Julie Rockwell. It was great 
to see these ladies returning to support the Miss 
SNPJ Pageant program and crowning.

I want to personally thank a few former Miss 
SNPJs for serving on this year’s Pageant Com-
mittee: Miss SNPJ 1999 Kelli (Blair) Hughes, 
Miss SNPJ 2004 Courtney (Pabian) Koenig 
and Miss SNPJ 2013 Kristen Cushman. Thank 
you for volunteering throughout the weekend 
and for taking care of the contestants’ needs. 
Please know that all of your efforts are greatly 
appreciated. 

Immediately following the introduction 
of former Miss SNPJs, Miss SNPJ 2016 Julie 
Rockwell delivered her farewell address. For 

as long as I can remember, Julie has been at-
tending SNPJ events and functions, not only at 
Lodge 138, but at the SNPJ Recreation Center 
as well. I’m confident that we will continue to 
see her remain an active member for many years 
to come. Julie did an outstanding job serving 
as a representative of SNPJ at events across 
the country.

When National President Joseph C. Evanish 
addressed the audience, he touched on the many 
benefits of SNPJ membership and recognized 
Slovenia’s 25th anniversary of independence. 
Slovenian Consul General Andrej Rode assisted 
in the introductions of the new Miss SNPJ and 
her court during the ceremony.
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performing? 
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Who to contact 
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Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society
• AUG. 4 .......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo 

in the Lodge 106 clubroom. Early bird 
games begin at 6:30 p.m., regular games 
at 7. Kitchen will be open. For details 
contact the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• AUG. 5-7 ....TEL Workshop at the SNPJ Rec-
reation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. 
For registration forms, contact Fraternal 
Director Kevin Richards at 1-800-843-
7675 ext. 144 or krichards@snpj.com.

• AUG. 6 .......Midway, Pa., Lodge 89 community 
bingo in the upstairs hall; 6 p.m. Kitchen 
will be open.

• AUG. 7 .......Utah Slovenian Day Picnic hosted by 
Utah Lodges 113, 689 and 757 at Price 
City Park, Price, Utah; noon-5 p.m. For 
additional information phone Joanne 
Lessar at (435) 637-6925.

• AUG. 14 .....Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 car cruise; 
noon-4 p.m. Music by Elvis Lives: A Trib-
ute to the King. A buffet will be available. 
For details contact the Lodge at (724) 
695-1411 or snpj106@gmail.com.

• AUG. 14 .....Girard, Ohio, Lodge 643 annual 
dance at Kuzman’s Lounge, Girard; 
3-7 p.m. Music by the Turcola-Kravos 
Orchestra. For more information phone 
Ray Kovac at (330) 824-2154.

• AUG. 14 .....Young Americans Lodge 564 annual 
potluck picnic/meeting starting at 2 p.m. 
at Dodge Park, 17 Mile and Utica Road 
in Sterling Heights, Mich. Please arrive 
at 1 p.m. and bring a dish to share.

• AUG. 14 .....Herminie, Pa., Lodge 87 jam session; 
2-5 p.m. The kitchen will be open, and 
all musicians are welcome. For details 
call Shirley Bailley at (724) 864-1606.

• AUG. 18 .....Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo 
in the Lodge 106 clubroom. Early bird 
games begin at 6:30 p.m., regular games 
at 7. Kitchen will be open. For details 
contact the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• AUG. 19-20 ..... Fraternal Weekend at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. For more informa-
tion, contact Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144 
or e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

• AUG. 21 .....Cleveland Lodge 604 annual picnic 
at the SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio. Din-
ner served at 2 p.m. with music by the 
Eddie Rodick Orchestra from 3-7. Bring 
a non-perishable food item and receive 
$2 off your admission. For details contact 
Gerri Trebets at (440) 951-9611.

• AUG. 21 .....Herminie, Pa., Lodge 87 dance at the 
Lodge. Doors open at 12:30 p.m. with 
music by Vibrations from 2-6. Salad bar, 
buffet and dessert table included with 
$17 admission. Advance tickets only. 
For tickets or more information, contact 
Shirley Bailley at (724) 864-1606.

• AUG. 21 .....Chicago District Federation dinner 
dance at the Slovenian Catholic Center, 
Lemont, Ill. Donations of baked goods 
are welcome. For additional information 
contact Marianne Murray at (773) 582-
2632.

• AUG. 21-27 ..... Senior Week at the SNPJ Recre-
ation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. For 
information phone the SNPJ Recreation 
Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732.

• AUG. 27 .....Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 memorial 
golf tournament and membership picnic. 
For additional information contact the 
Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or snpj106@
gmail.com.

• AUG. 28 .....CAL annual picnic and craft fair at 
the SNPJ  Farm, Kirtland, Ohio. Dinner 
served at 2 p.m. with music by Joey 
Tomsick from 3-7. For tickets call Rick 
Gorjup at (440) 354-5001.

• SEPT. 2-4 ....... National SNPJ Days weekend at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of 
SNPJ, Pa. For details contact Fraternal 
Director Kevin Richards at 1-800-843-
7675 ext. 144, or krichards@snpj.com.

• SEPT. 3 ......Midway, Pa., Lodge 89 community 
bingo in the upstairs hall; 6 p.m. The 
kitchen will be open.

• SEPT. 5 ......Val Pawlowski’s Labor Day dance at 
the SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio; 1-7 p.m. 
Music by the Eddie Rodick Orchestra and 
Frank Stanger Band. For details contact 
Val at (330) 318-3004.

• SEPT. 8 ......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo 
in the Lodge 106 clubroom. Early bird 
games begin at 6:30 p.m., regular games 
at 7. Kitchen will be open. For details 
contact the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• SEPT. 11 ....Herminie, Pa., Lodge 87 jam session; 
2-5 p.m. The kitchen will be open, and all 
musicians are welcome. For additional 
information contact Shirley Bailley at 
(724) 864-1606.

• SEPT. 18 ....Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 Black and 
Gold car cruise; noon-4 p.m. A buffet 
will be available. For more information 
contact the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or 
e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• SEPT. 22 ....Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo 
in the Lodge 106 clubroom. Early bird 
games begin at 6:30 p.m., regular games 
at 7. Kitchen will be open. For details 
contact the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• SEPT. 24 ....SNPJ Recreation Center Wine & 
Sausage Fest in the upper pavilion, Bor-
ough of SNPJ, Pa. For more information 
phone the Recreation Center toll-free at 
1-877 767-5732.

• OCT. 1 ........Midway, Pa., Lodge 89 community 
bingo in the upstairs hall; 6 p.m. Kitchen 
will be open.

by JIM STEFANACCI
Lodge 87

HERMINIE, Pa. — The SNPJ 
Lodge 87 Slovenian Singing 
Society SOKAL announces 
that changes will be made to 
the club’s bylaws.

The meeting dates for this 
purpose are scheduled on Aug. 
8, Sept. 12 and Oct. 10. All 
meetings will begin at 12:30 
p.m. and will be held in the 
Horizon Room at the Lodge 
87 ballroom. The Oct. 10 meet-
ing will be the final meeting, 
at which time approval of the 
bylaws will be made by all 
members present.

If you have any questions, 
you may contact Lodge Presi-
dent Jim Stefanacci at (724) 
396-5224.

Bylaws 
meetings 
scheduled 
at Lodge 87

by PATTI POWERS
Lodge 715 Secretary

UNIVERSAL, Pa. — At the 
June 20 meeting of Lodge 715, 
we elected and installed four 
new officers due to the retire-
ments of longtime members 
Bro. Max Kumer and Sis. Ann 
Evanish. Please congratulate 
Vice President Monessa Mara-
no, Recording Secretary Craig 
Kumer, Financial Secretary 
Patti Powers and Auditor Max 
Kumer.

The next regular Lodge 715 
meeting is scheduled Monday, 
Sept. 19, beginning at 8 p.m. at 
the Center Club, 528 Thomas 
St., Pittsburgh, PA 15239. We 
welcome all members to attend. 
Please watch for more details 
about Lodge 715 activities and 
a new Facebook page in the 
coming months.

Four new 
officers 
for Comets 
Lodge 715

by GERRI TREBETS
Lodge 604 Secretary

CLEVELAND — Join the Lodge 
604 Utopians on Sunday, Aug. 21, for 
a fun-filled, music-filled afternoon 
at the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, Ohio. 
Roast beef and sausage dinners with 
all the trimmings at $9 per person 
will be served throughout the day, as 
well as sandwiches, sides and krofe. 
Once again, we’ll be serving up krofe 

hamburgers and cheeseburgers from 
the grill (regular buns will also be 
available). Along with all the food items 
in the kitchen, we’ll also be serving 
gouda mac and cheese!

Music for your dancing and listen-
ing pleasure will be brought to you 
by the Eddie Rodick Orchestra from 
3 to 7 p.m.  

Once again, we’ll be collecting 
nonperishable items for the Cleveland 

Food Bank. Bring an item and receive 
$2 off your gate admission of $8. You 
may also give a monetary donation if 
you wish.

Hope to see you out there for an 
enjoyable Sunday afternoon with 
great food and music. We have balinca 
courts, bean bag toss and horseshoes, 
plus a nice playground for the younger 
set. It would be nice to see some Uto-
pian members in attendance as well.

Utopians Farm picnic will benefit food bank

by PHYLLIS WOOD
Lodge 723 Secretary/Treasurer

FONTANA, Calif. — SNPJ 
Lodge 723 has been busy with 
community service projects 
in 2016, and we thank hall 
members and friends for their 
assistance with these projects.  

The first project of the year 
was a Join Hands Day project 
with the Ronald McDonald 
House of Loma Linda, Calif. 
Aluminum can pop-tops are 
collected throughout the year 
by the hall bar and by our 
members and friends. On 
the first Friday of May, I took 
the collection to the Ronald 
McDonald House, and in the 
past year we collected almost 
13,000 pop-tops! Lodge 723 
and the Fontana Slovene Hall 
have made this an annual 
commitment. We especially 
thank the folks who bring in 
their bags of tabs routinely!

The second community 
service project was held 

during the Memorial Day 
weekend Polka Festival at the 
Fontana Slovene Hall. Lodge 
723 selected the Wounded 
Warriors Organization as 
their project. Combat boots 
were placed on the stage and 
on the bar for donations by 
our members and friends.  
We are proud to say that over 
$500 was raised on behalf of 
Wounded Warriors.  

Lodge 723 also made a 
monetary donation to the 
SNPJ Young Adult Confer-
ence (YAC) community ser-
vice project. This project was 
selected by the YAC leader-
ship and was completed dur-
ing the YAC in June. Lodge 
723 wishes them good luck 
as they continue to extend 
support to the community.

Thank you again to all who 
support the Lodge and hall 
community service projects.  
We give with our hearts to 
those in need.

Lodge 723 Secretary/Treasurer PhYllIS WOOD [left] 
receives a certificate of appreciation for the Lodge 723 
and Fontana Slovene Hall pop tab donation from a 
representative of the Ronald McDonald House in Loma 
Linda, Calif.

Fontana Lodge 723 helping the community

by DON PROGAR (138)
Federation President

STRABANE, Pa. — The Fourth of 
July dance sponsored by the Western 
Pennsylvania Federation and held at 
Strabane Lodge 138 was attended 
by around 200 people. The music, 
provided by Klancik & Friends, was 
enjoyed by all. 

Everyone started to congregate at 
the Lodge in the early afternoon, just 
after the conclusion of the Canonsburg 
parade. It was estimated that 40,000 
people watched this year’s parade. It 
started to rain around 3 p.m.; however, 
the rain stopped just in time for the 
fireworks. As usual, the Lodge 138 
parking lot was jam packed with every-
one trying to get the perfect view of the 
30-minute fireworks display. Inside the 
club room, everyone enjoyed listening 
and dancing to the polka music. 

The Federation provided food for 
those who were hungry, prepared by 
Brian and Dawn Patosky. We received a 
lot of compliments on the pulled pork, 
beef and hot sausage sandwiches, and 
we extend a big thank you to everyone 
who helped in the kitchen throughout 
the day. Miss SNPJ 2016 Julie Rockwell 
was in attendance and assisted with 
the 50/50 drawing. We hope to do this 
event again next year.

We would like to acknowledge the 
young ladies from our Federation who 
participated in this year’s Miss SNPJ 
Pageant: Alexis Keyes from Strabane 
Lodge 138, Jennifer Provenza from 
Verona Lodge 216, Elizabeth Hartman 
from Strabane Lodge 138 and Brianna 
McCue from Universal Lodge 715. 
Congratulations go to Elizabeth for 
winning the titles of Miss SNPJ 2017, 
Miss Fraternalism and Miss Talent; 

and to Alexis on being named Miss 
Activity 2017, runner-up to Miss SNPJ 
and co-runner-up to Miss Talent.

The next scheduled meeting of the 
Western Pennsylvania Federation will 
be held Saturday, Aug. 20, at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. The meeting will 
start at 12:30 p.m. in the Gostilna. We 
welcome all members from the Federa-
tion Lodges to attend. The meeting will 
finish in plenty of time for everyone to 
attend the dance featuring Ansambel 
Kolovrat, and the Eddie Rodick and 
Don Wojtila orchestras. 

The main topic for this meeting will 
be planning the Night at the Races that 
will be held Saturday, Nov. 12. Our 
meetings are always receptive to any 
ideas for fund-raising and activities to 
sponsor for our youth members.

We hope to see you at the Recre-
ation Center.

W. Pa. Fed planning annual Night at the Races
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DENISE HERRON
SNPJ Marketing Department

SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
Your loyalty with SNPJ is now being rewarded! 

Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
and open your new SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

* Rates are not guaranteed after the first year.
* Guaranteed minimum interest rate of 2.0%.
* No fees are attached to either Loyalty annuity.
* The SNPJ Century 8 Annuity is earning 3.25%; the Century 5 Annuity is earning 
 3.0%. Century series annuities issued prior to 2012 are earning 3.0%

3.5% Loyalty 8 Annuity
3.5% first-year guarantee rate

3.25% in years two through eight
3.0% in year nine and after

3.75% first-year Loyalty Rate 
for conversions 

3.0% Loyalty 5 Annuity
3.0% first-year guarantee rate
3.0% in years two through five

3.0% in year six and after
3.25% first-year Loyalty Rate 

for conversions 

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

Slovenia now associated 
with space agency
PARIS (STA) — In early July, Slovenian 
Economy Minister Zdravko Počivalšek 
signed an agreement in Paris under which 
Slovenia became an associated member 
of the European Space Agency (ESA). 
The minister indicated that the agreement 
gives Slovenian companies new oppor-
tunities and access to ESA programs. 
“Signing the association agreement will 
give Slovenia the status of an associated 
member of the ESA, an impor tant step 
before gaining full-fledged member-
ship,” Počivalšek said.

The ESA association comes six years 
after Slovenia signed the charter for the 
Plan for European Cooperating State 
(PECS), making Slovenia a cooperating 
member and involving the country in a 
five-year program of basic research and 
development activities aimed at improv-
ing the nation’s space industry. At the 
end of the five-year period, countries 
that sign the charter can either begin 
negotiations to become a full member 
state or an associated member, or sign 
a new PECS charter.

Počivalšek said that signing the asso-
ciation agreement encourages companies 
operating in the space industry around the 
world to connect and cooperate.

Slovenia’s new status will offer it 
more opportunities to cooperate in one 
of the five ESA programs. “Slove nian 
companies will at first choose between 
two or three of these,” he said. The min-
ister added that Slovenia had about 40 
companies in the area of high technology, 
and several institutions that are very in-
terested in Slovenia’s ESA membership.

Slovenia’s newly-acquired status 
also lowers its membership fee from  
$1.4 million to approximately $442,000 
per year, the minister stated.

Though Slovenia will have to use 
its own financial resources to join the 
ongoing ESA programs, a large share 
of these payments will be reimbursed. 
Slovenia will also have the right to elect 
its own representatives at the working 
bodies of the ESA. “We also discussed 
sending two or three young Slovenian 
representatives to the ESA next year 
who would help strengthen communica-
tion between Slovenia and the agency,” 
Počivalšek said.

ESA director Johann Dietrich Worner, 
who signed the agreement on behalf of 
the agency, confirmed that Slo venia 
gained special status with its new rank at 
the ESA. He said he hoped that Slovenia 
would use the opportunities this status 
offers, and that it would soon become a 
full ESA member-state.

The ESA currently has 22 members, 
20 of which are EU member states, 
along with Norway and Switzerland. The 
agency works closely with the EU in the 
European Strategy for Space. Together 
they framed the European Space Policy, 
the Galileo Global Navigation Satellite 
system, and the Copernicus Earth Ob-
servatory program.

The Slovenian army
showcases first drones
PIVKA (STA) — In mid-July, the 
Slovenian Armed Forces showcased 
its very first unmanned aerial vehicles 
(UAVs), mini-drones manufactured by a 
Slovenian company that will be used for 
reconnaissance and intelligence opera-
tions. “This acquisition implements one 
of the targets with regard to capabilities,” 
Defense Minister Andreja Katie said 
during the introduction.

A spokesman for the Defense Ministry 
said that the Armed Forces had received 
delivery of the first of four UAV sets, 
each of which contains three drones, 
a launcher and spare parts. The drones 
are being manufactured by a Slovenian 
company, C-Astral, and cost just under 
$44,000 per set.

While the drones’ main purpose is 
reconnaissance, they will also be used 
in the event of natural disasters and for 
border control as needed, according to 
Minister Katie. 

While civilian drones are popular in 
Slovenia, the Infrastructure Ministry 
recently drafted a set of regulations that 
severely restricts their use. The much- 
criticized regulation does not, however, 
pertain to military drones.

Bank accounts now a 
right of every resident
LJUBLJANA (STA) — The Slovenian 
Parliament recently passed legislative 
changes that secure any consumer, 
including homeless people and asylum 

seekers, the right to open a bank account.
“Basic payment accounts must be 

provided by all banks in Slovenia under 
non-discriminatory conditions,” stated 
Irena Sodin, a representative of the 
Slovenian Finance Ministry, who further 
explained the effect of the changes which 
bring the Act on Payment Services in line 
with a 2014 EU directive.

The directive secures the right to 
a basic payment account to everyone 
residing in the EU. It also stipulates 
that the costs and administration of the 
accounts must be comparable, and the 
that the transition from one account to 
a new account must be simple.

Banks will only be able to prevent 
the establishment of an account when 
money laundering or terrorism financing 
is suspected.

Old tolar coins must be 
exchanged by year end
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Slovenians 
have until the end of the year to exchange 
their old Slovenian tolar coins for euros 
at the central bank – and statistics show 
there are still plenty of coins, as well as 
tolar notes, still around.

As of the end of 2015, some $45 
million in tolar coins, notes and pre-
tolar vouchers had not been returned, 
according to a report released by the 
central bank. About 46 million notes 
(with an estimated value of $34.3 mil-
lion), some 444 million coins (with an 
estimated value of $10 million) and about 
21 million vouchers (with an estimated 
value of $2.2 million) are still in piggy 
banks, under mattresses, or being kept 
as memory of the old currency.

The figures indicate many people 
had decided to keep small denomina-
tions of notes and collections of coins 
as keepsakes since 95 percent of tolar 
notes and 14 percent of tolar coins had 
been exchanged for euros. But value-
wise, almost 97 percent of notes and 38 
percent of coins were exchanged.

Slovenia adopted the euro nine and a 
half years ago. It was decided at the time 
that the tolar coins could be exchanged 
for euros for 10 years, and the tolar notes 
indefinitely.

New coin marks 25 
years of independence
LJUBLJANA (STA) — In mid-June, 
a two-euro commemorative coin was 
released to celebrate the 25th anniversary 
of Slovenia’s independence. The coin 
bears an inscription of a verse from the 
Slovenian national anthem.

Slovenia gained independence on 
June 25, 1991. On that very day, Banka 
Slovenije began operating as Slovenia’s 
central bank. Abandoning the Yugoslav 
dinar, the country adopted the Slovenian 
tolar as its first currency on Oct. 8, 1991, 
and introduced the euro on Jan. 1, 2007.

The new commemorative coin is 
available at branch offices of Dezelna 
banka Slovenije, NKBM, and the cen-
tral bank.

Slovenian researchers 
discover “slimness gene”
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Slovenian re-
searchers have discovered that the TST 
enzyme, which has been tied to cyanide 
detoxification, has important metabolic 
functions. “This opens up new possibili-
ties for treating type-2 diabetes,” head 
researcher Simon Horvat told the press.

While research had focused on obesity 
in the past, the Slovenian team turned 
to healthy slimness, explained Horvat, 
who works at the Ljubljana Faculty of 
Biotechnology and the National Chem-
istry Institute. By analyzing “obese” and 
“slim” mice, the researchers discovered 
that the TST enzyme had anti-diabetic 
properties. In a follow-up study on people 
from Austria, Scotland and Iceland, they 
determined that slim people had higher 
levels of TST than obese people and 
diabetics.

Thiosulfate sulfurtransferase (TST) 
was first described in 1945 and has 
been used to treat cyanide poisoning. 
Thiosulfate salt was used to counteract 
the poison, and now researchers have 
proven that administering TST to diabetic 
and obese mice stimulates the TST gene.

“The UKC Ljubljana Endocrinology, 

Diabetes and Metabolic Diseases Clinic 
also participated in the project group, 
which has applied for the Artemida Eu-
ropean project to allow the base research 
to be translated into clinical research,” 
said clinic director Tadej Battelino.

Battelino added that no miracle medi-
cine existed for the treatment of diabetes 
because of its complexity. However, the 
enzyme could be an important part in 
the mosaic of the treatment of obesity, 
metabolic syndrome and type-2 diabetes.

The development of a drug that could 
be used on people takes from five to 10 
years, Battelino explained.

The results of the research, which 
also included scientists from Edinburgh 
University, was published in the journal 
Nature Medicine on June 6.

Prešeren manuscripts 
discovered in Cleveland
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Poetry lovers 
will be able to view two newly discov-
ered manuscripts by one of Slovenia’s 
most celebrated poets, France Prešeren 
(1800-1849). The manuscripts, discov-
ered in Cleveland by Slovenian language 
instructor Luka Zibelnik, have been 
displayed at the Ljubljana Faculty of 
Arts since July 6.

“This is an important find, since the 
last major discoveries of Prešeren’s 
manuscripts were made in the 1960s,” 
Miran Hladnik, a representative of the 
Faculty of Arts, explained on the RTV 
Slovenija website.

“Zibelnik sent the two manuscripts, 
‘Slovo od mladosti’ (A Farewell to 
Youth) and ‘Dohtar’ (Doctor), to Lju-
bljana, where a spectral analysis was 
conducted to check their authenticity,” 
Hladnik explained. “But since the two 
documents fit in perfectly with the five 
or six other variations of the two poems 
discovered to date, there is no doubt con-
cerning their authenticity, and an article 
in the Slavisticna revija journal will ex-
plain how 19th century manuscripts can 
be dated with spectral analysis,” he said.

After being displayed at the Faculty 
of Arts, the manuscripts will be sent back 
to Cleveland for display at the Slovenian 
Museum and Archives, according to the 
wishes of the documents’ owner, Evgen 
Favetti.

The RTV Slovenija website also re-
ported that both manuscripts were signed 
by Prešeren and are well preserved. Both 
pieces are written in two old Latin scripts: 
“A Farewell to Youth” in bohoričica 
(the Bohorič alphabet) and “Dohtar” 
in gajica (Gaj’s alphabet). Both scripts 
were commonly used in Slovenia in the 
19th century.

The two poems were first released in 
1830 in a Slovenian poetry magazine. “A 
Farewell to Youth” describes the poet’s 
reflections on life, while the love ballad 
“Doctor” describes the poet’s pain over 
loss of a loved one.

First Slovenian-Emoji 
dictionary now available
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Slovenian has 
joined the growing number of languages 
that can now seamlessly communicate 
with the use of emojis, the popular 
ideograms widely used in online com-
munication.

The first Slovenian-Emoji dictionary 
was released on July 17, coinciding with 
World Emoji Day. Its content is now 
available to users of the EmojiWorldBot, 
a free tool built for the Telegram instant 
messaging platform.

EmojiWorldBot, released by the Ka-
musi Project Online Living Dictionary, 
allows the user to search for an appropri-
ate emoji in more than 70 languages. The 
Kamusi dictionary was released in April 
and is constantly updated. For World 
Emoji Day, the platform was opened to 
50 additional languages, resulting in the 
first effective technology for communi-
cating among more than 120 languages.

The emoji dictionary is accompanied 
by a game in which users can identify 
new words, marking the emojis and ef-
fectively helping to build the language 
database. According to Martin Benjamin, 
the director of the Kamusi Project, emojis 
can help clear up the confusion caused 
by homonyms. Users can verify a link 
between an emoji and a word, and in do-
ing so they contribute to the improvement 
of translations from Slovenian into any 
other language.

The dictionary is currently connected 
with the Telegram platform, which the 
Kamusi Project wants to perfect before 
expanding to other platforms.
The articles comprising this feature have been 
reprinted with permission from the Slovenian 
Press Agency (STA).

I spend a lot of time going to my grandkids’ sporting 
events and activities, which have included cheerleading, 
soccer, horse shows, softball, basketball, band concerts 

and acting in community plays. I love watching how they 
start out bumping into each other and tripping over their 
own feet, but before you know it they look like pros (at 
least to Grandma!). Whenever they’re nervous about trying 
something they’ve never done before, I remind them that 
they didn’t used to know how to dribble a ball, ride a horse 
or play a trumpet, but look at them now – they’re pros!

No one is born with the natural ability to do much be-
yond eat and sleep. Everything has to be learned, and if 
you really think about it, it’s amazing the variety of things 
we learn. I’m in a position where I hear a lot of people 
say, “I can’t save money. I’ve never been able to.” These 
are people who have learned everything from scaling a 
rock wall to perfecting the polka. So, yes, they can learn 
to save. The trick is to start slow, then pick up speed as 
it gets easier. They may drop the ball or stumble at first, 
but before long they’ll be pros!

The SNPJ annuity is the perfect place to begin learning 
how to save. You can start out slowly by getting an annuity 
established with just $300, or $25 a month. Our annuities 
are totally flexible, which means you can contribute when 
you want and as much as you want. You’re not locked 
into contributing a certain amount, so if you stumble, you 
can take a break and start contributing again when you 
get back on track.

Another part of saving is being sure that the money 
isn’t too accessible. If the money is stuffed in the corner 
of your sock drawer, it will be hard to resist the temptation 
of slipping some out to make that impulsive purchase. The 
SNPJ annuity encourages a member to keep his or her 
money in the account by imposing a surrender charge if 
more than 10 percent of the cash value is withdrawn dur-
ing the early penalty years.

It takes no time at all to become a pro at saving money! 
The money works hard by earning 3.5 percent, and it has a 
guarantee of never earning less than 2.0 percent. Contact 
your local SNPJ agent, Lodge secretary 
or the Home Office to find out how easy 
it is to start, and continue, an annuity.
• Thought for the Month — Yard by 

yard, it’s very hard. But inch by inch, 
it’s a cinch.

Hartley Coleridge

Save like a pro
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PROSVETA Crossword
Broadway Songs (#0816) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. Minority people of New Zealand
6. Dr. Frankenstein’s workplace
9. *“____ Enchanted Evening”
13. Straight _____, e.g.
14. _ __ king
15. *Exclamatory song from the 
 Buddy Holly Musical
16. Narcotics agent
17. Under the weather
18. Hal-9000’s chess opponent
19. *Fantine: “I _______ a dream 
 in time gone by...”
21. Type of canned tomato
23. ___ talk of encouragement
24. *“Who’s Got The ____?” 
 from “Damn Yankees”
25. Pick up, as in a criminal
28. Hit song by Katy Perry
30. *Desirée: “Quick, send in the 
 ____”
35. Footnote word
37. Horsefly
39. Search helper
40. Mongolian desert
41. Greek ruler of the underworld
43. Ripped
44. Edward Teller’s creation
46. Iranian coin
47. *Song title from “Beauty and 
 the Beast” and “The Wiz”
48. Conical dwellings
50. Gunk

52. Pavlova’s step
53. Dirty money
55. Singer-songwriter Stewart
57. *Peggy Sawyer: “...I am taking 
 you to forty-____ street.”
60. Like a light and confident step
64. Hammerin’ Hank
65. “____ la la!”
67. Food safety threat
68. Summer romance, e.g.
69. Genetic info carrier
70. Clean a spill
71. Change for a twenty
72. Make a seam
73. Agenda entries
DOWN
1. Fix, especially by sewing
2. Month of Purim
3. Fictional giant
4. Summary
5. Chemical compound
6. “Best ____ plans”
7. *“___ That Jazz” from “Chicago”
8. Model-building wood
9. *“There’s no business like
 ____ business...”
10. Symphony member
11. Dehumidifier’s foe
12. Needle hole
15. In an open way
20. Historical period
22. Clinical twitching
24. What meteorologists do

25. *Phantom: “Help me make 
 the music of the ____”
26. PDF reader
27. Jazz style
29. Winglike
31. Often taken with help of a bible
32. Celebrate or “_____ it up!”
33. Marilyn Monroe’s original name
34. Sound units
36. Play charades
38. Toothy wheel
42. Impolite dinner sound
45. Be in the right place
49. Duke of Cambridge to 
 Prince of Wales, e.g.
51. *Solfège-sounding 
 “Sound of Music” song
54. Emitted from 
 frankincense or myrrh, pl.
56. Monocot’s alternative
57. *Cole Porter’s “Love for ____”
58. Julia Roberts’ character 
 Brockovich
59. Flipside of pros
60. Playwright George Bernard
61. Uh-uh
62. Dour
63. Puppy sounds
64. Away from the bow
66. *“___ singular sensation...”

The solution to puzzle #0816 will 
run in the Sept. 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media

by EVELYN DIMPFL
Lodge 749 Secretary

JOHNSTOWN, Pa. — Summer was 
slow to arrive in Western Pennsylva-
nia, but it’s here now and finally giving 
us some heat!

Lodge 749 extends a warm wel-
come to new members Michael Oriel 
of Nazareth, Pa., and Carolyn M. 
Cherry of Altoona, Pa. Due to the 
disbanding of SNPJ Lodge 268 in 
Minnesota, member Mark Petrick 
of Schuylkill Haven, Pa., also joined 
our Lodge.

Sadly, and quite belatedly, I report 
the deaths of several members. Elsie 
Tercek passed away Jan. 31 at the age 
of 93. Elsie was a beautiful and lovely 
woman who, along with her deceased 

husband Charlie, attended all of the 
dinner dances that the Conemaugh 
Valley Federation sponsored. They 
were on the dance floor for practically 
every song. Elsie is survived by her 
children, Janice A., Jane Follmar, 
Thomas, Charles and Mary Lou Yel-
verton; seven grandchildren; and 15 
great-grandchildren. Also surviving 
are a brother, John Stusek of Cali-
fornia, and a sister, Matilda Pavlik.

Sympathies are extended to the 
family of Donald Behe, who passed 
away in March. Don was a regular 
bowler and participated in many 
SNPJ tournaments throughout the 
area, bringing home a lot of prizes.

Member Ann (Langerholc) Burgan 
passed March 9 in Marietta, Ga. Ann 

was the daughter of John and Mary 
Langerholc and the wife of John, 
whom she married on June 9, 1972. 
She is survived by her husband; her 
children, Bret and Elly Bishop; and 
her siblings, Philip and John. Deepest 
sympathies to you in your loss.

Finally, I report the death of Henry 
J. Verhovsek, who passed away at 
the age of 86 on June 14. Henry was 
born to John and Mary (Kukenberger) 
Verhovsek, and into a family that 
would grow to 15 children. Henry 
was a master plumber by trade, and I 
know from personal experience what 
a good plumber he was. He is survived 
by his wife of 61 years, Lena (Penna); 
a son, Gary; and his grandchildren, 
Kira and Ian. A son, John, preceded 

him in death. To all of his family, he 
leaves a vacancy in your hearts but 
will be remembered for years to come. 
Please accept my deepest sympathies 
on your loss.

Lucky members Janice Tercek and 
James Vasilko were winners in the 
SNPJ new membership drawings held 
in December. Congratulations to you 
both! You each deserve it.

At our March meeting, those pres-
ent approved a donation to the Miss 
SNPJ Pageant.

Recently the 11th annual Glavach/
Glovach family reunion was held at 
the beautiful SNPJ Recreation Center. 
While much smaller in attendance this 
year, those who came had a wonderful 
time. We were looking forward to see-

ing cousin Vic Glavach and his wife 
from Wheaton, Ill., but unfortunately 
Vic sustained a back injury and was 
unable to ride in the car for so long. 
Hopefully next year, O.K.?

Quite a few of us ventured to the 
beautiful Recreation Center pool, 
played balina at the Balinarena, and 
enjoyed dinner in the Gostilna while 
listening to the button box band that 
performed. We ate well and enjoyed 
a great bonfire, as usual. Before we 
knew it, Sunday morning had arrived 
and we had to say goodbye to this 
year’s reunion.

Well, that’s about it for now. Please 
keep SNPJ in mind when making 
financial decisions for you and your 
family.

Lodge 749 welcomes three new members to open the summer season

by JOE VALENCIC (5)
SNPJ Farm Board

KIRTLAND, Ohio — Cel-
ebrate the music of the late 
polka legend Eddie “Ham-
bone” Habat as the Jeff Pecon 
Orchestra appears with guest 
accordionists Fred Kuhar and 
Walter Ostanek, Canada’s 
Polka King, at the SNPJ Farm 
in Kirtland on Sunday, Aug. 7.

Enjoy an all-star salute 
to Eddie Habat, one of the 
Cleveland-style polka’s top 

accordionists and bandleaders. 
Fr. Frank Perkovich will arrive 
from Minnesota to start the day 
with his popular Polka Mass at 
1 p.m. Jeff Pecon will strike up 
his orchestra at 3 p.m. for four 
hours of dancing, featuring 
three-time Grammy-winner 
Walter Ostanek and Polka Hall 
of Famer Fred Kuhar. Drum-
mer Mark Habat, Eddie’s son, 
will also join the fun.

Eddie Habat (1926-2005) 
was one of the major stylists of 

the Cleveland polka sound. The 
accordionist and his orchestra 
performed for Decca Records 
and hosted radio and television 
polka shows. His hard-driving 
rendition of “Go Man Go” 
brought him national attention 
in 1953. Eddie’s bouncy origi-
nal tunes include “Hambone 
Habat Polka,” “Hi-Lee, Hi-Lo” 
and “Riverboat Polka;” all are 
polka standards today.

Before and during the 
dance, treat yourself to deli-

cious home-style dinners, 
sandwiches and refreshments. 
Admission is $8 for the dance 
and Polka Mass. Children 
under 18 are free. Your hosts 
are the members and friends 
of SNPJ Lodge 5.

The SNPJ Farm is located 
just off Chardon Road (Route 
6) at 10946 Heath Road in 
Kirtland, three miles east of 
Route 306 and six miles west of 
Route 44. Phone (216) 481-1379 
for more information.

Lodge 5 saluting Eddie Habat at the SNPJ Farm

Badger Jabber
by BOB SMOLE

Lodge 584

MILWAUKEE — This summer is really 
flying by and the weather has been great. 
There has been some very warm days, 
but those are welcomed with a swim in 
the pool.  

The Badger Lodge 584 regular monthly 
meeting was held July 14, a warm Thursday 
evening, at the Mary Queen of Heaven 
gym as scheduled. Attendance was rather 
scarce, but that’s understandable with the 
heat and the local West Allis park having 
Steve Meisner performing for their “Music 
in the Park” series. A few of our Lodge 
members were known to be drawn to that 
event. I’m sure it was a great evening, 
especially with Steve Meisner playing.

Lodge President Tim Donovan called 
our meeting to order precisely at 7 p.m., 
as usual, with all officers present. The 
minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and approved as corrected. The 

secretary/treasurer reports were accepted 
as presented.  

A written report from Bro. Bryan 
Donovan, our Lodge representative to 
the 2016 SNPJ Young Adult Conference, 
was received. The report was accepted 
and placed on file.  

The 2016 Tony Mlinar Sr. Golf Outing 
was discussed and a financial report was 
presented, showing a $480 profit. The 
Lodge decided to split the event profits 
50-50 between the SNPJ Scholarship 
Fund and the Wisconsin Breast Cancer 
Showhouse. 

Sis. Jan Gehm reported that she spoke 
with Sis. Marg Adomat recently, and in-
dicated that Sis. Adomat is recuperating 
and was sending her regards to the Lodge.  
Bro. Brian Adomat is also rehabbing after 
some health issues. The Badger Lodge 
extends their best wishes to both Sis. Marg 
and her son, Bro. Brian.  

Bro. Tom Gehm made a motion, sec-
onded by Bro. Smole, to donate $50 to the 
USPEH organization toward their recent 
bakery sale held at Triglav Park.

“I scream, you scream, we all scream 

for ice cream!” Yes, it’s that time of year 
when we all just want to sit back and enjoy 
a big bowl of ice scream covered with all 
of your favorite toppings. Well, this is your 
chance to do just that!

Our Aug. 11 Badger Lodge meeting 
has been designated as our annual Ice 
Cream Social. Come join us and build 
your favorite sundae, and maybe bring a 
special topping that you like for the rest 
of the members to share. Remember that 
date, Thursday, Aug. 11. The meeting will 
start at 7 p.m. sharp at 2360 S. 106th St. 
in West Allis.

Prior to adjournment, Lodge members 
all sang “Happy Birthday” to guest Sue 
Lesar, wife of Lodge Vice President Don 
Lesar. Brothers Tim Donovan and Bob 
Smole won attendance awards, and Bro. 
Tim Donovan won an extra prize donated 
by Sis. Jan and Bro. Tom Gehm. After 
the meeting was adjourned, coffee and 
desserts were served for the social hour.

We’ll see you all on Thursday, Aug. 
11, for the Badger Lodge annual Ice 
Cream Social following the regular Lodge 
meeting.

Finish off your summer of fun at National SNPJ Days this Labor Day weekend

Photo submitted by Sis. Dorothy Grmek (781). 

Lodge 781 Cools Off with a Sweet Treat 
On June 18, six adults and two youth members attended the 
SNPJ Lodge 781 ice cream social at Mitchell’s Ice Cream 
Parlor in Avon, Ohio. Among those in attendance were 
[pictured] lOUIS and BEATRICE lIPANYE, who celebrated 
their 64th wedding anniversary on June 7. The next Lodge 
781 get-together will be held Saturday, Aug. 6, at which time 
we will have a potluck luncheon. Contact Dorothy Grmek for 
additional information.

NATIONAl SNPJ DAYS
FROM PAGE 1 

which will begin with a shot-
gun start at 9 a.m. A special 
hole-in-one prize of $5,000 
will be offered on one of the 
par-3 holes, along with other 
prizes on the other par-3 holes. 
And, of course, all golfers 
will be eligible to win one of 
the many door prizes that are 
donated by our suppliers. The 
golfers will return to the Rec-

reation Center for dinner at 4 
p.m., followed by door prizes 
awarded at 4:30.

The opening rounds of the 
2016 SNPJ National Balina 
Tournament will also be played 
on Saturday, starting at 9 a.m. 
in the Balinarena. 

Saturday evening will fea-
ture an old-fashioned dance 
in the Barn, sponsored by 
the SNPJ Slovenian Heritage 
Center, from 7 to 10 p.m. 

Admission is free, and enter-
tainment will be provided by 
Patty C & The Guys. Bring 
your instrument and join the 
jam session that will follow. 
Refreshments, sausage sand-
wiches and snacks will be 
available for purchase.

National Days events on 
Sunday, Sept. 4, begin at 9 a.m. 
with the finals of the National 
Balina Tournament. The 2016 
SNPJ National Horseshoes 

Tournament will start at 11 
a.m., and the 2016 SNPJ Na-
tional Bean Bag Toss Tourna-
ment will begin at 2:30 p.m. 
Entry forms for all national 
tournaments taking place dur-
ing Labor Day weekend are 
available on our website, www.
snpj.org, or by contacting me 
at the Home Office.

From 2 to 8 p.m., join us in 
the Heritage Pavilion for the 
National SNPJ Days Picnic. 

Admission is free so all mem-
bers can come and help the 
Society celebrate our National 
Days. There will be crowd-
pleasing entertainment as the 
Joe Grkman Orchestra and the 
Polka Bros. share the stage. 

Of course, it wouldn’t be a 
picnic without games for the 
children and those young-at-
heart. The Fraternal Depart-
ment will host face painting, 
bubble making, arts & crafts, 

and games for the children. 
Miss SNPJ 2017 Elizabeth 
Hartman (138) will also be in 
attendance, so be sure to stop 
and say hello.

Bring the family to the 
SNPJ Recreation Center as we 
share in the fraternal spirit of 
National SNPJ Days. If you 
have any questions, you can 
contact me at the SNPJ Home 
Office at 1-800-843-7675 or 
e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

SNPJ Recreation Center 
2016 Dance Schedule
Aug. 20 Western Pa. Fraternal Weekend* 4 to 10
  Eddie Rodick Orchestra
  & Don Wojtila Orchestra

Sept. 4 National SNPJ Days* 2 to 8
  Joe Grkman Orchestra & The Polka Bros.
  (Heritage Pavilion)

Sept. 24 Rec Center Wine & Sausage Fest 2 to 8
  Turcola-Kravos & more

Admission is $5. Dances are held in the upper pavilion 
unless otherwise noted. Schedule is subject to change. 
For information phone the SNPJ Recreation Center 
at 1-877-767-5732.

*Denotes free dance
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SNPJ: Slovenia At Its Best
Day-by-Day Itinerary

Day 1 – Monday, June 12: Depart home 
cities for Slovenia.

Day 2 – Tuesday, June 13: Arrival 
at Ljubljana airport/Bled. Arrival at 
Ljubljana airport, followed by a meet-and-
greet. Transfer by bus to Bled. Welcome 
dinner at local restaurant or hotel, and 
overnight at hotel. (D)

Day 3 – Wednesday, June 14: Bled 
Lake. Enjoy the views of the lake from 
the top of Bled castle and visit the small 
Bled Island that we’ll reach in a typical 
local wooden boat, called a pletna. On 
the island we will be greeted in the so-
called “Poticnica,” where the local ladies 
will show you how they make potica, 
then try various kinds (with walnuts, 
tarragon, poppy seed, etc). We will 
also visit the church and the bell tower 
before returning to town to enjoy some 
free time. Afternoon free. Overnight at 
our Bled hotel. (B)

Day 4 – Thursday, June 15: Bled/Ex-
cursion to Bovec. After breakfast, we’ll 
travel to Bovec on the road across the 
Predil pass. On the way, we’ll stop at Log 
pod Mangartom to enjoy a breathtaking 
view of the Julian Alps. Lunch will be 
included at one of the local restaurants 
in Bovec. After lunch, optional rafting on 
the Soča River (approximate duration 1.5 
hours). The rest of the group will drive to 
the Trenta valley, stopping at the Soča 
gorge, then continue to Dom Trenta for 
a presentation of Triglav National Park 
and to visit the Juliana Alpine botanical 
garden. Return to Bled for overnight. 
(B, L)

Day 5 – Friday, June 16: From Bled 
via Skočjan cave to Portorož. We’ll 
travel toward Skočjan cave, which is 
registered on the UNESCO Heritage 
List. The park is located in the classical 
Karst region and is a true open-air mu-
seum. After the visit, enjoy wine tasting 
with a homemade snack. Before head-
ing to Portorož, we’ll visit the beautiful 
Miramare Castle in Trieste, Italy. The 
Miramare Castle is a combination of 
European and Mediterranean design that 
recreates a unique atmosphere. Dinner 
in the hotel. (B, WT, D)

Day 6 – Saturday, June 17: Portorož/
Slovenian coast. We’ll have the morn-
ing for leisure at the hotel. Around noon 
we’ll depart by boat from Portorož and 
travel along the Slovenian coast to 
Piran. A picnic-style lunch with musical 
entertainment is included during the 
cruise. Disembark in Piran and enjoy 

a sightseeing tour of this picturesque 
town with your tour director. Evening at 
leisure. (B, L)

Day 7 – Sunday, June 18: Portoroz/
Ljubljana. After breakfast, we’ll leave 
the town of Portorož and drive toward 
Ljubljana. On the way, we end our tour of 
the Karst region with a visit to Predjama 
castle, perched high up in a vertical cliff. 
Enjoy a walking tour of Ljubljana in the af-
ternoon, visiting the most significant sites 
of the old city center: the picturesque, 
central, open-air market; the Baroque 
town hall; and Robba’s Fountain. Take a 
cable car to Ljubljana castle (tour of the 
castle tower and museum not included). 
Dinner in a local restaurant and overnight 
in Ljubljana. (B, D)

Day 8 – Monday, June 19: Ljubljana/
Excursion to Repnice and Rogatec. 
First we’ll head to Bizeljsko village near 
the settlement of Brezovica, the home 
of the Repnice natural cellars. With 
a constant temperature that ranges 
between 40 to 50° Fahrenheit and with 
ideal humidity, these cellars are ideal for 
storing wine. On the way to Rogatec, stop 
in Šentjur at a local restaurant. Rogatec 
is the site of the large open-air museum 
which is the biggest Slovenian ethnologi-
cal park of typical rural architecture. By 
renovating the old farm buildings and 
through its programs, the museum has 
preserved the heritage of the architecture 
and folk culture. Return to Ljubljana for 
a free evening. (B, L)

Day 9 – Tuesday, June 20: Ljubljana/
Excursion to Maribor and Ptuj. After 
breakfast, we’ll travel to Maribor where 
we’ll board a timber raft. The happy 
mood aboard will be contributed to by 
the Splavarski Trio (Rafter’s Trio) with 
their Slovenian music. They will also 
enrich your experience aboard with a 
“Rafter’s Baptism” of one of the guests. 
The program includes a presentation 
of Drava River timber rafting as in past 
times: a rafter’s snack, drinks and a 
tasting of traditional rafter’s coffee will 
be offered. During the raft trip you will 
also have a light lunch (bowl of tradi-
tional goulash). We’ll then travel to Ptuj 
to visit the old town and the Ptujska 
klet wine cellar to sample their wines. 
Return to Ljubljana for a farewell din-
ner with the Snežnik Band. (B, LIGHT 
LUNCH, WT, D)

Day 10 – Wednesday, June 21: Depart 
Ljubljana. Bid farewell to Ljubljana and 
Slovenia in the morning before transfer-
ring to the Ljubljana airport. (B)

(Abbreviations: B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, 
D=Dinner, WT=Wine tasting)

ADDITIONAl INfORMATION:
Land tour cost is $1,754 per person 
based on double occupancy; $399 
single supplement. Reservations 
confirmed in order of date received. 
Contact Kollander at 1-800-800-5981 
for the best available airfare from your 
home city. For more information visit 
www.kollander.com.

The Tromostovje (Triple Bridge) in Ljubljana, designed by famous Slovenian architect 
Jože Plečnik, is another of the highlights on the SNPJ “Slovenian At Its Best” tour. The 
tour is scheduled June 12-21, 2017.

by KATHY PAULENICH (776)
SNPJ Heritage Center Committee

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — What 
a great Slovenefest it was in this year 
of 2016! Great music, good food and 
drinks, and renewing friendships 
was the theme of the weekend. If you 
missed it, be sure to mark next year’s 
date on your calendar: July 7-9, 2017! 

It was especially a great year for 
celebrations, with the main one be-
ing 25 years of independence for the 
country of Slovenia. Did you see the 
display in the Heritage Center hall-
way put together by the committee? 
It was a team effort, completed as a 
labor of love. 

Something new added to Slo-
venefest by the Heritage Center 
Committee, namely members Seph 
Kumer and Tracey Belle, was the “A 
Closer Look at Slovenia” presenta-
tions in the tent outside the Heritage 
Center. We would like feedback from 
you, so please e-mail me at KPau-
lenich@roadrunner.com with your 
comments. We want to thank you 
for attending these presentations. 

It’s been 40 years since the inception 
of the Heritage Center, and so many 
changes have been made over the 
years. We’re proud of our museum 
and gift shop, and we thank you for 
visiting. 

Another interesting fact was the 
celebration of the 35th year of Slovene-
fest. It’s so hard to believe we’ve had 
this great event for that many years. 
I only missed one because of a trip to 
Europe, and now I try to make sure 
I don’t have any conflicts with this 
annual weekend event. 

We must extend thanks to SNPJ 
Recreation Center Director Tim Jer-
gel, along with his right hand women 
in the office, Sue Krispinsky and Sue 
Zarella, and Maintenance Director 
Jeff for working so hard throughout 
the entire weekend. Be sure to extend 
to them your gratitude for making 
sure everything ran smoothly over the 
weekend. They will say it takes all of 
the volunteers at the admissions gates, 
beer trucks and golf cart shuttles as the 
extension of a successful Slovenefest 
weekend. Thanks to all!

Did you know it was also the 60th 
year of the Miss SNPJ Pageant? Wow! 
Now that’s a real milestone! Congratu-
lations to our new Miss SNPJ, Betty 
Hartman (138). 

My father always said that as you 
get older, time flies by faster, and I 
must say how true that is. To think 
I was in the Miss SNPJ Pageant 50 
years ago when it was first held at 
the SNPJ Campsite. That started my 
involvement in SNPJ and the great 
memories I will always have.

On a sad note, sympathy is extend-
ed to the Bole family on the passing 
of Tony, a great SNPJ fraternalist who 
worked so hard at many Slovenefests. 
He lived a good, long life. Our sympa-
thy as well on the loss of Bea Cvetas, 
another great fraternalist who passed 
away in Florida this past winter. She 
was such a gracious lady. Both Bea and 
Tony were missed at Slovenefest this 
year; they are gone, but not forgotten.

Let’s look ahead at our next big 
event at the SNPJ Recreation Center, 
which will be Fraternal Weekend. The 
kickoff will be Friday, Aug. 19, in the 

Gostilna starting at 8 p.m. with the 
Western Pa. Button Box Club play-
ing for your listening and dancing 
pleasure. The activity on Saturday, 
Aug. 20, will be held in the pavilion 
on the hill, featuring music from 2 to 
11 p.m. with free admission. 

The Heritage Center is sponsoring  
Ansambel Kolovrat, a group from 
Slovenia, performing from 2 to 5 
p.m. in honor of Slovenia’s 25th year 
of independence. Then the “rock” 
polka bands, Eddie Rodick and Don 
Wojtila, will be alternating from 5 to 
11 p.m. This is our mini-Slovenefest, 
and it’s always so much fun for our 
SNPJ friends!

And to think the end of summer 
is just around the corner with Labor 
Day weekend, Sept. 2-4. Some high-
lights of that weekend include a wine 
and cheese reception in the Heritage 
Center on Friday, Sept. 2, with music 
in the Gostilna. The Heritage Center 
will be sponsoring the Barn dance 
again on Saturday of that weekend 
since it was a huge success last year. 
Then we’ll cap-off the weekend with 

the dance in the Heritage Pavilion 
(the lower pavilion) on Sunday. More 
details will follow in next month’s 
PROSVETA article.

The Heritage Center was involved 
with Youth Roundup again this year, 
coordinating an art project making 
“Squeeze Me” pillowcases. Sarah 
Loudon and Megan Sinan took charge 
of this project, while I met with the 
children in the museum for a tour, a 
button box presentation of song and 
dance, and to teach some Slovenian 
words. What a wonderful group of 
children, all of whom were enthu-
siastic. 

Heritage Center Committee mem-
bers were also in attendance at the 
wine and cheese evenings sponsored 
by the Heritage Center for both Family 
Weeks as participants enjoyed visiting 
the museum and gift shop. 

Don’t forget that the Heritage 
Center museum and gift shop are 
open on Saturdays from 1 to 5 p.m. 
during the summer  months. Stop in 
and check out the T-shirts and all the 
other items for sale.

SNPJ Heritage Center gearing up for Fraternal Weekend in August

by MELANIE MATIASEK
Lodge 559 Secretary

CHICAGO — Pioneer 
Lodge 559 held its first activ-
ity of 2016, a food drive for St. 
Cletus Church in LaGrange, 
Ill. Attendees brought a va-
riety of non-perishable items, 
and Sis. Geri Matiasek deliv-
ered everything to the Parish 
for distribution. Thank you to 
Geri and all of our members!

On June 10 we gathered at 
the Czech Plaza Restaurant 
as usual and held our meet-
ing. We heard a report on the 
Chicago District Federation 

Memorial Day service held 
at Woodlawn Cemetery. A 
big thank you to Sis. Grace 
Doerk for her assistance 
in the coordination of this 
wonderful ceremony. We also 
extend best wishes to Bro. 
Otto Doerk who has been ill.

The next Pioneer Lodge 
559 meeting will be held Fri-
day, Aug. 12. Come out and 
join us! We meet the second 
Friday of every other month. 
Our meetings begin at noon 
and take place at Czech Plaza 
Restaurant. We hope to see 
you soon!

Lodge 559 food drive 
benefits the community

The non-perishable food items recently collected by Pioneer 
Lodge 559 members were donated to St. Cletus Church in 
LaGrange, Ill.

by AMY MAVRICH (138)
SNPJ Trailer Court Civic Assoc.

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. 
— The SNPJ Trailer Court 
Civic Association will host 
its annual balina tournament 
Saturday, Aug. 6. Registra-
tion is at 11 a.m. at the balina 
court, and the single elimina-
tion tournament will begin 
at noon.

Hoagies will be served 
during the tournament.  Din-
ner will be served at 4 p.m. 
and will include brats, chick-
en, potatoes, corn on the cob 
and salad. We ask that you 
please bring a covered dish to 
share. There will be a dunk 
tank for everyone to enjoy, 

so be sure to wear your swim 
suit. This is one of our best 
parties of the year, so join us 
for a great day of fun times!

Before dinner is served, 
we will be holding an election 
of officers. All positions are 
open, so if you are interested 
in running for president, 
vice president, secretary 
or treasurer, please attend. 
President Rowland Hudson, 
Vice President Joyce Hudson, 
Treasurer Sonny Jurkowski, 
and Secretary Amy Mavrich 
have enjoyed their time in of-
fice, but now we’re looking 
for new people to take over.

Until next time, see ’ya 
at the Gostilna or Tiki Bar!

Trailer Court Assoc. 
electing officers Aug. 6

by VONNIE DOMBROSKY
Lodge 776 Recording Secretary

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, 
Pa. — SNPJ Lodge 776 is 
inviting its members to a fun 
night on Wednesday, Aug. 
10, for a Scrapper’s baseball 
game at their field located 
behind the Eastwood Mall 
in Niles, Ohio. Members will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. at the ticket 
booth. We hope to have a nice 

turnout.
Lodge 776 will hold its 

annual fishing tournament 
on Sunday, Aug. 14, at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center. The 
tournament, which is open to 
children under the age of 16, 
will begin at noon. Follow-
ing the tournament, a social 
picnic and Lodge meeting 
will begin at 2 p.m. at the 
main building.

Catch all the summer 
activity at Lodge 776

by CHARLOTTE PERDAN
Lodge 604

CLEVELAND — A big thank you to 
everyone who helped make the Utopians 
Lodge 604 Parkinson’s Moving Day fund-
raiser event a success. 

Lodge 604, along with the Perdan 
family, held a fund-raiser dinner in April. 
We netted a profit of some $800 from the 
dinner and $250 from the drawings. With 
donations from individuals and the sup-
port of local SNPJ Lodges, our grand total 
for “SLO’s We Polka for Parkinson’s” 
was $1,300!

The actual Moving Day event was 
June 18, and the goal of 50 teams and 
$100,000 was surpassed. There were 
70 teams and more than $140,000 was 
raised. The event was well attended, the 
weather was very warm, and the water, 

bagels, bananas and granola bars were 
well received.

Vendors in the resource tent were 
available with information about the 
disease and the medications available, 
as well as to provide information on pos-
sible home improvements to make life 
easier so those living with Parkinson’s 
could stay in their homes longer. Vendors 
included Unique Home Solutions, who 
install items like hand rails and walk-in 
tub enclosures; and Arrow Chair Lifts, 
which allow people to move from one 
level to the next without walking stairs.

Among the giveaway items were wa-
ter bottles, snacks and hand sanitizers, 
among other things. In addition to the 
walk, there was a kid’s zone with face 
painting and games, a DJ and a yoga tent 
to keep people moving, and a Chinese auc-

tion. There was something for everyone.
I can’t express how proud I am that the 

first Cleveland Moving Day was such a 
wonderful success. We couldn’t have done 
it with out you, so thank you to everyone 
for your support.

I hope to see you all at the Utopians 
annual Lodge picnic on Sunday, Aug. 
21, at the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, Ohio. 
Our Lodge is once again supporting the 
Cleveland Food Bank and will offer $2 off 
the gate admission with a non-perishable 
food donation. Music will be provided by 
the Eddie Rodick Orchestra. 

Along with the usual food items, this 
year we’re adding Gouda macaroni and 
cheese, along with Slovenian hamburgers 
and cheeseburgers served on a krofe bun.

We look forward to seeing you on 
Aug. 21 at the Farm!

Utopians make big strides with first Moving Day
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SNPJ fraternal sympathies
sis. Mary aNN BoyaN

• Lodge 138 •
STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
announce the May 21, 2016, 
passing of Sis. Mary Ann 
Boyan, 78, of Canonsburg, 
Pa., in Townview Health and 
Rehabilitation Center, Canon-
sburg, after a long battle with 
Parkinson’s disease.

Sis. Boyan was born Jan. 
3, 1938, in Canonsburg, a 
daughter of the late Edward 
C. and Elizabeth M. Moore 
Koch. A 1957 graduate of 
Canonsburg High School and 
a 1959 graduate of Passavant 
Hospital School of Nursing, 
she worked at Presbyterian 
Hospital in Pittsburgh until her 
mother’s illness required her 
full attention. She was also a 
homemaker and caregiver who 
was committed to the well-
being of her family, especially 
to her son, Dennis.

In addition to her SNPJ 
membership, she was a faithful, 
devoted and lifelong member of 
St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
in Canonsburg, serving on 
numerous church boards and 
committees. Singing in the 
church choir and managing 
the kitchen were two of her 

favorite activities.
Sis. Boyan was a member of 

several local social clubs, was 
an avid bingo player, and vol-
unteered her time and energy 
to the Association for Retarded 
Citizens-Washington County 
and the Canonsburg Com-
munity Food Bank, among 
others. She and her husband, 
along with their son, enjoyed 
attending polka dances and 
picnics. Playing the slots at 
the local casinos was another 
favorite activity.

On March 17, 1961, she 
married James E. Boyan, who 
passed away May 10, 2009.

Surviving is her beloved 
daughter, Cindy Boyan (Ger-
ald) Spalla; a sister, Barbara 
J. Koch (Robert) Cavicchia; 
two grandchildren, Shanna C. 
Spalla and Zachary J. Spalla; 
and many nieces and nephews.

In addition to her husband 
and parents, she was pre-
deceased by a son, Dennis 
J. Boyan; and two brothers, 
Robert C. and Donald H. Koch.

Funeral services for Sis. 
Boyan were held May 27 in 
St. Thomas Episcopal Church, 
Canonsburg. Interment fol-
lowed in Oak Spring Cemetery, 
Chartiers Twp., Pa.

On behalf of the members 

of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Boyan’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

SiS. Virginia a. MaSLyk
• Lodge 89 •

MIDWAY, Pa. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 89 sadly report 
the May 27, 2016, passing of 
Sis. Virginia “Jean” Maslyk, 
97, of Burgettstown, Pa.

Sis. Maslyk was born Aug. 
13, 1918, in Burgettstown, a 
daughter of the late Martin 
and Mary Pompe. She retired 
from Sears, and she and her 
first husband, Walter, owned 
and operated Bendick’s Market 
from 1955 to 1967.

In addition to 79 years 
of SNPJ membership, Jean 
was a member of Our Lady 
of Lourdes Roman Catholic 
Church in Burgettstown. She 
enjoyed polka dancing and 
traveling, and was proud to 
be Slovenian, having visited 
Slovenia in 2001.

On Aug. 31, 1940, she mar-
ried Walter Bendick, who died 
Jan. 14, 1967. On Dec. 12, 1996, 
she married Stanley Maslyk, 
who died Nov. 15, 2015.

Surviving are a daugh-
ter, Lois (Rich) Maltony; 
a son, John Bendick; two 
stepchildren, Dana (Andrew) 
Vitko and Kim Rupani; nine 
grandchildren; and 13 great-
grandchildren.

She was preceded in death 
by her siblings, Hannah Viet-
meier, Mary Delfrate, Marga-
ret Bongiorni, and John and 
Martin Pompe; and a daughter-
in-law, Rita Bendick.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Maslyk 
on May 31 in Our Lady of 
Lourdes Church, Burgett-
stown, officiated by the Rev. 
George Moneck. Interment fol-
lowed in the church cemetery.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 89 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Maslyk’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

sis. Victoria rathBuN
• Lodge 2 •

LA SALLE, Ill. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 2 sadly announce 
the June 5, 2016, passing of Sis. 
Victoria Rathbun, 93, of Peru, 
Ill., in Illinois Valley Commu-
nity Hospital, Peru.

Sis. Rathbun was born Dec. 
2, 1922, in La Salle to Ernest 
and Mary (Zory) Borisek. She 
married Frank Rathbun Sr. on 
Sept. 26, 1942, in St. Roch’s 
Church, La Salle.

Victoria worked at Westclox 
for over 15 years in the 1940s 
and 1950s. In addition to her 
SNPJ Lodge 2 membership, she 
was a member of St. Valentine 
Church and Peru VFW Ladies 
Auxiliary, and a longtime 
member of Fish and Fun.

Sis. Rathbun is survived by 
one daughter, Sue (Jay) Pienta; 
two sons, Frank (Renie) Rath-
bun and James (Lori) Rathbun; 
eight grandchildren; and two 
great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband in 1997; one 
daughter, Mary Lee; one sister; 
and three brothers.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
for Sis. Rathbun was celebrated 
June 8 in St Mary’s Church, 
Peru. Monsignor J. Brian 
Rejsek officiated. Burial fol-
lowed at St. Vin cent Cemetery, 
La Salle.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 2 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Rathbun’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

sis. roBerta M. toMsic
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
announce a second recent loss 
with the June 5, 2016, passing 
of Sis. Roberta M. Tomsic, 
92, of Canonsburg, Pa., in her 
home. She was fondly referred 
to as “Bert” and “Ziggy.”

Sis. Tomsic was born May 
24, 1924, in Washington, Pa., 
a daughter of the late Herman 
and Olive Irene Walker Schurr. 

On July 23, 1949, she married 
her beloved husband, John T. 
Tomsic, who passed away July 
29, 1997. A longtime resident of 
Strabane, in 2005 she relocated 
to Canonsburg.

In addition to 66 years of 
SNPJ membership, she was 
a member of Canonsburg 
United Presbyterian Church 
and the Women’s Auxiliary at 
Canonsburg Hospital.

Sis. Tomsic was employed 
as a secretary for more than 20 
years for Andy’s Tire. She also 
worked for many years at L&M 
Flower Shop and Malone’s 
Flower Shop. In her youth, she 
enjoyed ice skating. She also 
enjoyed golf and bowling. She 
bowled on an SNPJ bowling 
league as well as other leagues 
in the area. She also enjoyed 
playing gin rummy.

Surviving are two children, 
Sandra Lee (William) Tustin 
and Wayne (Lynn) Lugaila; 
five grandchildren; 13 great-
grandchildren; several nieces 
and nephews; and a special 
great-great-nephew, Dom.

Deceased, in addition to 
her parents and husband, are 
a brother, Fred Schurr; and a 
sister, Hilda Germovsek. She 
was the last of her immedi-
ate family, and will be sadly 
missed by her loving family 
and many dear friends.

A funeral service for Sis. 
Tomsic was held June 8 in Sa-
landra Funeral and Cremation 
Services, Inc., Canonsburg, 
officiated by the Rev. Don 
Coleman. Interment followed 
in Forest Lawn Gardens, Mc-
Murray, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Tomsic’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. roBert J. troha
• Lodge 581 Secretary •
ST. MARYS, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 581 sadly 
announce the June 25, 2016, 
passing of Bro. Robert John 
“Bob” Troha, 82, a lifelong 
resident of St. Marys, sur-
rounded by family.

Bro. Troha was born Dec. 3, 
1933, at Andrew Kaul Memo-
rial Hospital in St. Marys. He 
attended Central Catholic High 
School from 1947 to 1949 and 
graduated from St. Marys Area 
Public School in 1951. Bob 
graduated from Bryant and 
Stratton College in Buffalo, 
N.Y., in 1953 with a degree 
in accounting and business 
administration.

Upon graduation, Bob be-
gan working at Speer Carbon 
Company before enlisting in 
the U.S. Army, where he was 
a personnel administrative spe-
cialist until he was honorably 
discharged in 1955. He was an 
Army veteran, having served 
during the Korean War. He 
began his professional career 
at Keystone Carbon Company 
as a salesman in the Thermistor 
Division, where he was respon-
sible for international sales for 
the next 40 years and retired 
without one recorded sick day 
during his entire career.

From 1984 to 1993, Bob 
was the owner of the Thomp-
son & Montgomery Ready 
Mix Concrete Plant. Since 
his retirement from Keystone 
until his passing, Bob had been 
employed as a sales consultant 
for COMTEC Manufacturing, 
which provides the powdered 
metal components used in 
Zippo lighters to the Zippo 
Manufacturing Company, 
USA. He was a Zippo promo-
tional products representative 
and an independent Zippo dis-
tributor for the Northwestern 
Pennsylvania area, and was 
the “founding father” of Zippo 
Vietnam. 

A 66-year SNPJ member, 
Bob served as both president 
and secretary/treasurer of 
Lodge 581 from 1982 until his 
passing, and was instrumental 
in initiating the PA Cleanways 
cleanups on Jackson Road. He 
also served as chairman of the 
Young Democrats from 1970 
to 1990, and as the St. Marys 
Benzinger Township tax col-
lector from 1970 to 1974. He 
served on the board of directors 
of Phoenix Educational Foun-
dation since its initiation in 

2011, and was the local liaison 
between Elk County Catholic 
High School and Phoenix Edu-
cation students from Vietnam, 
who knew him as “Grandpa.”

Bob married the love of his 
life, the former Mimi Fritz, 
who he always called “his 
beauty,” on May 10, 1958. 
He enjoyed spending time 
with his children and grand-
children, and loved going to 
the camp every day. He also 
enjoyed fishing and hunting 
at Swissmont, hand-feeding 
the birds, listening to polkas, 
playing cards with his friends, 
and his hobby of selling Zippo 
merchandise at the Hazen Flea 
Market, where he made many 
friends. He loved going out to 
eat, his martinis, and taking the 
“scenic route” to any destina-
tion. He enjoyed working in his 
vegetable garden and sharing 
his slivovitz with everyone.

Bob was an avid Pittsburgh 
Pirates and Steelers fan, and 
coached Knothole (Little 
League) Baseball for many 
years, as well as playing soft-
ball and bowling in his youth.

In addition to his SNPJ 
membership, Bob was a mem-
ber of Sacred Heart Church, 
the Polka Boosters, Croatian 
Fraternal Union, Zippo Col-
lectors Club, Case Collectors 
Club, Knights of Columbus, 
Catholic Men’s Fraternal, 
St. Marys Moose, St. Marys 
American Legion, St. Marys 
Sportsmen, St. Marys Beagle 
Club, and the YMCA. Even 
though he didn’t belong to the 
Ridgway Elks Club, he made 
many new friends there.

He is survived by his five 
children, Steve Troha, Jennifer 
Brem, Amy (Rod) Anderson 
and Janine Laughner, all of 
St. Marys, and John (Phuong) 
Troha of Vietnam; eight grand-
children, Steven Troha, Jeremy 
Brem, Cody Laughner of Los 
Angeles, Janae Anderson, 
Trey Anderson, Tyler Troha, 
Shawnee Troha and Sundance 
Troha; a brother, Jerry Troha of 
St. Marys; and 12 nieces and 
nephews. 

In addition to his parents, 
John and Katie Troha, who 
had emigrated from Slovenia 
and Croatia, he was preceded 
in death by his wife, Mimi; and 
a brother, Jim (Pierre). 

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Bro. Troha 
on June 29 in Sacred Heart 
Church with the Rev. Eric Vogt, 
OSB, pastor, as celebrant. Full 
military rites were accorded 
by the St. Marys Servicemen’s 
Burial Detail. Burial followed 
in St. Marys Cemetery. 

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 581 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our symapthies to Bro. 
Troha’s family, relatives and 
many friends on their loss.

Bro. JohN W. sadar
• Lodge 723 •

FONTANA, Calif. — The 
members of Lodge 723 in 
Fontana and the family of 
John “Johnnie” Sadar sadly 
announce his passing on March 
17, 2016, with devoted family-
members at his side. 

Bro. Sadar was born on 
Sept. 3, 1925, in Blaine, Ohio, 
a son of Joseph and Rose 
(Kosmatin) Sadar, both from 
Trbovlje, Slovenia. Shortly 
after his birth,  Johnnie’s fam-
ily returned to Jenny Lind, 
Ark., their original home in 
America, where his father 
worked in the coal mines. 

At age 3, Johnnie’s father 
and maternal grandfather were 
killed in the same mine explo-
sion. Johnnie helped his mother 
by collecting coal that fell off 
the coal trains in order to have 
heat and cooking facilities in 
their small company house. 
Johnnie attended elementary 
school in Jenny Lind and par-
ticipated in SNPJ Lodge 24 
activities in this primarily 
Slovenian immigrant town.  

At age 8, Johnnie, his 
mother and two sisters made a 
trip to Los Angeles to take his 
maternal grandmother to live 
with her sisters, and they never 
returned to Arkansas. They 
established a home in Boyle 
Heights, a small community 
on the edge of Los Angeles, 
and joined SNPJ Lodge 615.  
Johnnie attended Murchison 

Street Elementary School and 
Lincoln High School. 

As soon as he arrived in 
Boyle Heights, Johnnie found 
a job working in a small 
neighborhood store which he 
continued through high school.  
He kept a few cents of each pay 
for himself, but gave the rest 
to his mother for household 
expenses.

Just before Johnnie’s senior 
year of high school began, he, 
along with several of his class-
mates, were drafted since they 
had already turned 18.  His high 
school principal worked with 
the draft board and made a deal 
to combine two semesters into 
one in order for them to com-
plete high school before going 
off to war, and the boys would 
then be available to serve. 

Johnnie f inished high 
school in February 1944 and 
was immediately drafted to 
the United States Army. After 
completing basic training he 
was shipped to England, and 
his first battle was on the first 
day of the Battle of the Bulge, 
where he was immediately 
injured by a German bomb. 
Despite very severe and serious 
head and upper body injuries, 
he went through a very long 
rehabilitation and learned to 
walk again.

After returning home, John-
nie began working at Mobil 
Oil in the manufacturing 
department, and then in the 
chemical laboratory as a lab 
technician.  He met his future 
wife, Marion Vidergar, at the 
Fontana Slovene Hall and mar-
ried her in June 1954. They 
moved to Alhambra, Calif., 
and had two daughters. 

Johnnie was devoted to his 
wife and daughters. He partici-
pated in his daughters’ school 
activities and attended every 
school performance. He was a 
faithful USC football and Los 
Angeles Dodgers fan. 

Johnnie and his wife were 
volunteers at San Gabriel Mis-
sion School Bingo for many 
years. He retired in 1982 from 
Mobil Oil, moved to Upland, 
Calif., and transferred his 
membership to SNPJ Lodge 
723 in Fontana.

As a member of Lodge 615, 
he served as president and in 
other offices. He participated 
in all Lodge activities, often 
taking a leadership role for an 
event. Johnnie faithfully took 
his mother and sisters to Fon-
tana for Slovenian dances and 
dinners several times a month. 
Although he was no longer 
able to participate in Lodge 
activities over the past several 
years, he faithfully supported 
all the drawings and made 
several donations to benefit 
Lodge activities and the SNPJ 
Scholarship Fund.  He loved his 
heritage and Slovenian polka 
music, food and friends, and 
shared this with his children 
and grandchildren. 

Johnnie is survived by his 
daughter, Phyllis Wood; a son-
in-law, Eric Wood; grandchil-
dren Julianne Wood, Courtney 
and Jeff Looney, John Eric 
Wood, Kaelyn Wood and 
Bobby Vargo; a sister, Frances 
(George) Rosich; a sister-in-
law, Mary Lou Vidergar; five 
nieces; seven nephews; and 19 
great-nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by 
his wife, Marion; a daughter, 
Linda; a sister, Ann David; and 
his parents.

In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to the Fontana 
Slovene Hall for the Building 
Fund or to the SNPJ Scholar-
ship Fund.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 723 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Sadar’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

SNPJ Crossword
SUMMER FUN (#0716) solution

DEAThS REPORTED
For the month of April 2016
   DATE Of
lODGE NAME DEATh CITY-STATE
	 2	 Loretta	J.	Winter	 03-17-2016	 Springfield,	Ill.
	 2	 Edna	M.	Earley	 03-07-2016	 Springfield,	Ill.
 2 Jennie Monk 04-08-2016 Peru, Ill.
 3 Barbara C. Johnson 03-22-2016 Abbotsford, Wis.
 6 Loretta V. Funari 12-28-2015 Coraopolis, Pa.
 6 Christine Gross 03-16-2016 Bridgeville, Pa.
 6 Jean Lewis 03-24-2016 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 8 Margaret Dascenzo 03-30-2016 Chicago, Ill.
 31 Matt P. Lyden 04-01-2016 Erie, Pa.
 33 Mary A. Uhernik 02-15-2016 Ambridge, Pa.
 33 Kathryn Krithinithis 04-08-2016 Ambridge, Pa.
 34 Ella Jonta 04-05-2011 Indianapolis, Ind.
 41 Helen L. Broker 01-22-2016 Diamondhead, Miss.
 41 Mary Lani 04-02-2016 Trafford, Pa.
 53 Henry Skarbez 10-07-2015 Richmond Heights, Ohio
 87 Jennie L. Baloh 02-02-2016 Arona, Pa.
 87 Susie Guerrieri 03-30-2016 Greensburg, Pa.
 87 Catherine Pecjak 03-04-2016 Moreno Valley, Calif.
 106 Aidavere Trusnovic 04-06-2016 Oakdale, Pa.
 138 Lillian L. Senkinc 01-10-2016 Canonsburg, Pa.
 138 Henderson Udovich 03-14-2016 Hambleton, W.Va.
 138 Martha Antol 03-12-2016 Canonsburg, Pa.
 153 Ronald Krispli 03-22-2016 Youngstown, Ohio
 218 Albert Mihevic 03-19-2016 Denver, Colo.
 223 Catherine A. Good 02-22-2016 Greensburg, Pa.
 254 Michael Jedrzejek 03-01-2016 Johnstown, Pa.
 254 Albina Sweltz 02-21-2016 Johnstown, Pa.
 268 Delores Polich 12-04-2015 Ironton, Minn.
 268 Pierina Volsen 09-29-2015 Minneapolis, Minn.
 268 Vida Ponikvar 10-13-2015 Chisholm, Minn.
 274 Donald E. Haley 09-06-2015 Johnstown, Pa.
 358 Patsy R. Chuck 02-04-2016 Lisbon, Ohio
 564 Robert W. Reinke 03-11-2016 New Haven, Mich.
 576 Rudolph M. Susel 02-12-2016 Mentor, Ohio
 577 James A. Pace 03-23-2016 Pueblo, Colo.
 581 Kathryn R. Lavriha 03-12-2016 Westerly, R.I.
 581 Pauline Martinelli 10-27-2015 Olean, N.Y.
 584 Joan L. Schram 01-08-2016 Waukesha, Wis.
 584 Dorothy M. Ralston 11-19-2015 Waukegan, Ill.
 626 Dorothy K. Marzich 07-04-2014 Canton, Ohio
 629 Edwin L. Serena 03-12-2016 Glassport, Pa.
 643 Albert J. Hreno 02-29-2012 Warren, Ohio
 677 Rose Marie Fritz 03-20-2016 Traverse City, Mich.
 715 Albert Snoznik 03-25-2016 New Kensington, Pa.
 719 Phyllis A. Perry 01-01-2016 Clairton, Pa.
 721 William Anzur 12-11-2015 Aliquippa, Pa.
 723 John W. Sadar 03-17-2016 Rancho Cucamonga, Calif.
 723 Woodrow M. Bole 03-11-2016 Spring Valley, Calif.
 729 Violet J. Krance 03-29-2016 Yukon, Pa.
 749 Ann Burgan 03-09-2016 Marietta, Ga.
 770 Theodore F. Serjak 04-02-2016 New Castle, Pa.
 776 Leah M. Wolf 11-07-2015 Petersburg, Ohio

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary

Bro. JOHN W. SADAR (723)
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This recording includes 17 of the most popular polkas 
& waltzes recorded. It is comprised of songs from the 
past, tunes from the present & newly recorded material. 
This is the second in a series of releases in which all 
instrumental & vocal parts are performed by Dick Tady.

Richard Allen Michael Tady

with more great American-Slovenian
polka & waltz hits — button box style!

Make check or money order payable to:

(412)	580-0236		•		dicktadydto@verizon.net

New Recording Release

Richard A. Tady
152 Cambridge Dr.
Harwick, PA 15049

CDs are $19 each
($15 + $4 postage & handling)

50-Year Members
August 2016
 Lodge Member
 FD4 Donna Lee Hogan
 2 Jacquelyn Dower
 3 Glenn R. Heym
 3 Henry J. Baran Jr.
 6 Frank A. Kersanty Jr.
 216 Frances Bostjancic
 225 Clifton R. Spacek
 254 Margaret Deitke
 254 Thomas L. Deitke
 254 Anthony E. Plis
 274 Donna M. Barton
 355 Jo Ann S. Miller
 459 Joseph J. Katulic

Lodge Member
 562 Karen J. Braidic
 564 Patricia J. Briggs
 576 Nancy A. Horton
 584 Cynthia D. Herr
 584 Gary P. Reinke
 603 Ronald John Birsa
 604 Jean Brantner
 715 Robert A. Penich
 729 Larry R. Krance
 729 Joann Krance
 771 Erika Pelz Churan
 771 Rose Marie Stec
 776 Nancy J. Trube

60-Year Members
August 2016
 Lodge Member
 106 Nancy A. Rank
 142 Jean Pisano
 207 Shirley A. Wendt
 225 Juanita M. Zimmerman
 225 Sandra Joy Diem
 581 Geraldine O’Mahen
 677 Margery J. Obed

Lodge Member
 686 Etta M. Rajkovich
 721 Suzanne Kreahling
 721 Patricia Kleber
 723 Darryl Eugene Bartolotti
 729 Barbara L. Quashnock
 749 Doris Jean McClain

 Lodge Member
 5 Joyce Laurenzi
 6 Arthur Ciccone
 6 William R. Yakopin
 89 Erma Raggi
 142 Olga M. Spahar

70-Year Members
August 2016

Lodge Member 
 629 Edna M. Yunkun
 665 Ann Haynos
 715 William Potochnik
 721 Catherine Progar

 Lodge Member
 117 Olga G. Janesko
 584 Frances Suhadolnik

80-Year Members
August 2016

by PAULINE BARBISH
Lodge 53 President

CLEVELAND — Are you 
ready for another day trip with 
V Boj Lodge 53? We hope so! 
Back by popular demand is a 
trip to Amish country, similar 
to the trip from two years ago. 
Lodge 53 is hosting a trip to the 
Sugarcreek/Walnut Creek area 
on Tuesday, Sept. 13.

When we arrive at our first 
destination, the fun will start 
with a leisurely wagon ride 
around the farm at Sugarcreek, 
where we’ll view and feed the 
animals. We’ll then head to 
Der Dutchman Restaurant for 
a delicious family-style meal.

Our next stop will be the 
Amish Country Theatre. We’ll 
be entertained with music, 

singing and the hilarious com-
edy show “Somewhere Over 
the Silo.” Our next and final 
stop includes free ice cream, 
which will be a great way to 
end an enjoyable afternoon.

The activity level for this 
trip is mild since there will be 
very little walking. The cost 
is $89, all inclusive, and we 
should be back by 8 p.m.

Why not come and join 
us for a fun day of an old-
fashioned wagon ride, excellent 
food and Amish humor? The 
belly laughs are included at 
no charge!

For more information or 
to make your reservation, call 
Martha Meglich at (440) 884-
5043 or Pauline Barbish at 
(440) 944-9139.

Lodge 53 September trip heads to Amish country

by PHYLLIS WOOD
Lodge 723 Secretary/Treasurer

FONTANA, Calif. — Mark your 
calendars for another All-Accordion 
Fest at the Fontana Slovene Hall, 
scheduled Sept. 2-4. The Gruber 
Family Orchestra will be providing 
four hours of music on Saturday and 
Sunday, with six hours of jam ses-
sions planned in between their sets. 
The Alaska Button Box Gang and the 
Alaska Polka Chips, along with The 
Button Box Divas, and Kathy Hlad 
and Julie Tabaj from Cleveland, will 
be in attendance that weekend.  

All accordionists and side musi-
cians are encouraged to contact Frank 
Rote to sign up for slots to share your 
talents with the crowd by phoning 

(909) 987-8714. We hope to see you 
in Fontana for this fabulous musical 
weekend!  For additional information, 
contact Frank Rote or call Eric Wood 
at (909) 996-2196.

It’s been a busy few months here 
in Fontana. February found Eric and 
Julianne Wood heading to San Fran-
cisco, where they met John Eric Wood 
to prepare the blood sausage for the 
San Francisco Lodge 304 annual Pust 
celebration. I joined them on Satur-
day for this very successful event. 
It’s wonderful to see so many young 
people helping to make this event 
come together smoothly. Hats off to 
the Lodge officers, and especially to 
Robin Talmadge, the head chef for 
this event. You all did a fabulous job!

Memorial Day weekend was a 
polkapalooza with a double-header 
of great music featuring the Fontana 
Slovene Button Accordion Club 
and Polka Power of Sacramento. 
Aside from these two bands, there 
was jamming outside throughout the 
three days. People came from all over 
California and from Arizona. It was 
great to see our old friends. We hope 
to continue this event next year.  

As well, the North Memorial 
Garden at the hall was dedicated on 
Sunday to those who have been me-
morialized by their loved ones through 
the purchase of a fruit tree in their 
names. The weekend also included a 
tribute to our soldiers and Wounded 
Warriors. The Lodge collected over 

$500 in donations for this worthy 
cause. Many thanks to our members 
and friends for your donations.

The California Federation of 
Lodges held their semiannual meeting 
in San Francisco this same weekend. 
It was nice to have all four Lodges 
represented at the meeting.  

Following routine reports, a 
lively discussion ensued regarding 
the survival of Lodges in today’s 
environment. Concern was expressed 
about lack of participation by younger 
members in order to make events 
successful and to sustain the Lodge. 
Many suggestions were offered and 
many questions were answered.  

Unfortunately, this seems to be the 
same problem across the country. It 

was good to leave the meeting know-
ing that there is assistance available 
to Lodges and a willingness to help a 
Lodge get past their hurdles in order 
to be successful.  

Eric and I just wrapped-up a 
wonderful weekend at Slovenefest in 
Pennsylvania. It was great to renew 
friendships and make new ones. 
Congratulations to Elizabeth Hartman 
for being selected Miss SNPJ 2017. 
Congratulations to all of the winners 
– these girls were very talented and 
well-spoken, and all are queens!  

Eric and I are looking forward to 
another couple of weeks here in Penn-
sylvania visiting friends, golfing and 
just relaxing. Have a great summer, 
and we’ll see you in Fontana!

The Fontana Slovene Hall all about accordions during Labor Day weekend 

Slovenefest 
2016 Prize Winners

Marketing Booth drawing winners

32" LED TV ...................Ann Carlson, Pueblo West, Colo.

Keurig 2.0 ....................... Gene Brutovsky, Kirkwood, N.Y.

Wireless Speaker ..Meghan Manning, Virginia Beach, Va.

SkullCandy Headphones ................ Eric Spiker, Pittsburgh

Google Chromecast ................. Chris Turcola, Avon, Ohio

Drone w/ WiFi Camera ........Carolyn Atkinson, Pittsburgh

Magic Bullet .............................Brianna McCue, Pittsburgh

SNPJ Blanket ..................................Frank Kern, Pittsburgh

$50 Visa Card ................ Jennifer Rapko, New Castle, Pa.
(Winning Guess: 319/Actual Total: 319)

by Cerkev Miška
Lodge 321

WARREN, Ohio — It was 
a cold and rainy day, but 
my girls made it warm and 
sunny for the SNPJ Lodge 321 
Mother’s Day luncheon. This 
year it was held at Amen Café 
in Girard, Ohio.  

Some of my girls brought a 
guest with them. Kelley Church 
brought my sweetheart, Evalyn 
(not a guest, but full of smiles 
and love), and her mother, 
Maureen Samuelson, who was 
also full of smiles and love.

Brittney Hollister and Bre-
anna Bucco brought a guest and 
a half with them. How is that 
possible, you ask? Well, they 
brought their mother, Becky 
Bucco, and my sweet Brittney 

is expecting a deklica! I’m so 
excited! I bet she’ll share her 
cheese and chocolate with me.

Hermina Joy and Hermina 
Gail Church also brought a 
guest to the luncheon, Flat 
Ava. If you’ve ever heard of 
Flat Stanley, then you know 
what I’m talking about. Flat 
Ava was very quiet and didn’t 
share any of her food, but that’s 
to be expected when you’re 
from out of town. Flat Ava is 
from Johnstown, Pa., where she 
lives with her family, Melanie 
Glovach-Byer, Brian Byer, 
Jackson Byer and Ava Byer. 
She was quite delightful!  

The Mother’s Day luncheon 
was filled with laughter, shared 
memories, advice and, of 
course, cheese. It was a small 

group of beautiful ladies with 
a love between them that could 
warm your soul and make you 
smile. I’m so excited for next 
year’s Mother’s Day luncheon 
with Baby Hollister. She has 
no clue to how much love is 
waiting for her with this group. 
With a full belly and a fuller 
heart, I wished my friends dan 
srečna materina!

Fortunately, it wasn’t cold 
or rainy for the annual Lodge 
321 spring picnic. The sun 
was out, and there was a cool 
breeze and lots of love in the 
air. There were a few people 
missing from the picnic, but 
that happens when there are 
too many things to do on the 
same day. 

 All of “my kids” were  in 

attendance – hooray! John, 
Kelley, Evalyn, Lillian, Fred, 
Joy and Gail Church were there 
and ready to party, especially 
Evalyn. She’s such a sweet 
girl, always helping everyone 
she meets.

Lillian is getting her legs 
under her and will soon be go-
ing full steam ahead.  However, 
she needs to learn to share 
her cheese a little more than 
she does! She calls Aunt Gail 
“Bye-Bye,” so maybe not shar-
ing with me is her way of say-
ing “Hey, you’re fat!” without 
saying a word. Hmm... I don’t 
care. I ate as much chicken as 
I could, and it was good!

Well, it’s time for me to say 
to you, my friends, “se vidimo 
v avgustu!”

Not even the rain can dampen Lodge 321 spirits

by LINDA GORJUP
Lodge 158 Secretary

EUCLID, Ohio — Loyalites 
Lodge 158 held their annual 
picnic at the SNPJ Farm on 
Sunday, July 17. The crowd was 
treated to some great eats and 
drinks, then danced the after-
noon away to Bobby Kravos 
and his band. 

We also held our annual 
drawing and I’m pleased to an-
nounce the winners: first prize 
of $300 went to Bob Kadar, 
who is a Sunday picnic regular; 
second prize of $150 went to 
Lodge members Ben and Carol 
Drongosky; and third prize of 
$100 went to Lodge member 
Ann Perna. Congratulations to 
all of our winners.

We also honored our 50-, 60- 
and 70-year members at our pic-
nic. Seventeen invitations went 
out to our special honorees, and 
we were honored to have John 
Vasilko, Ken Adams and Sandy 
Rybka in attendance. These 
three individuals all reached 
their 50-year membership an-
niversary this year. We held a 
special recognition at the picnic 
and introduced these members 
to the crowd.

We missed a few July birth-
days last month, so happy July 
birthday to Terry and Marlene 

Skovenski. August brings 
birthdays for members Karen 
O’Donnell, Fran Gaudio, Judy 
DeFrank and John Vasilko. 
Eileen Markusic also sends 
special wishes to her brother, 
John Vasilko, who celebrated 
his 50-year membership.

Member and Floridian 
Fran Gaudio shared that her 
granddaughter, Shelley Gerl, is 
currently in India and Australia 
for one year.  

Calling all Loyalite mem-
bers! This year the Loyalites 
will be volunteering at the 45th 
annual Pumpkin Fest at Hiram 
House in Chagrin Falls, Ohio, 
on Sunday, Oct. 9. We’re asking 
for anyone who is interested 
in helping out to please call 
Linda Gorjup at (440) 853-
8776 or (216) 650-1279, or 
e-mail lmg1020@att.net with 
your name, phone number and 
e-mail address.  

This event draws thousands 
of people from all over north-
east Ohio, and many volunteers 
are needed.  Hiram House was 
established over 100 years 
ago to enrich the lives of chil-
dren through camping. Please 
consider volunteering. Hey, 
Loyalite young adult members, 
this is a great way to help out 
your Lodge!

Big winners at the Loyalites Lodge summer picnic

[Above] Lodge 158 officers with the honorees who were 
recognized at the annual Loyalites picnic, held July 17 at the 
SNPJ Farm.
[Below] Lodge 5 members MARTIN and MIChAEl TOMSIC; 
Loyalites DANIEllA VOlPE, COllEEN fRANk Jr., and 
RUDY and GREG VOlPE; and Lodge 126 Secretary/
Treasurer ED SUMRADA at the Loyalites Lodge 158 picnic.

SNPJ Scholarship Fund Donations
for the months of April-June 2016
Gary & Mary Cadez, Bend, Ore. .................. $250
 In memory of Rose Cadez
Jergel Family (603), Palm Coast, Fla. .......... $200
 In memory of Albena “Bea” Cvetas
Frank (723) & Gretchen Vidergar & family,
Silver Spring, Md. ..........................................$100
 In memory of John Sadar
Westmoreland County Federation of
SNPJ Lodges .................................................$100
Keith & Lisa Lucas (723) and Mia Lucas (786),
San Carlos, Calif. ..........................................$100
 In memory of John Sadar

Verbick Memorial Fraternal Bowling Tournament,
Milwaukee ....................................................... $88

SNPJ Lodge 31, Sharon, Pa. .......................... $35
 In memory of Jennie Styduhar

SNPJ Lodge 31, Sharon, Pa. .......................... $35
 In memory of Pete Kralj

Michael J. Fleischhacker (8), Chicago ........... $30

Mike & Karen Watt (665), Terrell, Texas ......... $25
 In memory of Anthony F. “Tony” Sadar
 & Albina Erzen Sadar

Bonnie Kandzer (782), Glenshaw, Pa. ........... $25
 In memory of Bea Cvetas

Angela K. Zalakar (719), Jefferson Hills, Pa. . $25
 In memory of Irene Koval

Bill & Veronica Progar (138), Houston, Pa...... $20
 In memory of Roberta Tomsic

Agnes DeJohn (138), Washington, Pa. .......... $20
 In memory of Vincent T. Batista

Doris M. White (138), Canonsburg, Pa. .......... $20
 In memory of Alan M. Kern
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by JERRY WATSON
Lodge 34 Secretary/Treasurer

INDIANAPOLIS — The 
second quarterly meeting of 
Lodge 34 took place June 11 at 
the Slovenian National Home 
(SNH) Fest. It was a produc-
tive and brief meeting. Our 
Lodge would like to express 
our appreciation to the SNH 
for keeping our Slovenian 
heritage alive.

On June 17, Lodge 34 
members prepared and served 
the Friday night dinner at the 

SNH. Everyone really enjoyed 
the meal.  As usual, our meal 
sold out and we were asked to 
return for another night.

The newest member of the 
Lodge 34 family, Mikaela 
(“Lojzka”), is already off to 
an active role in SNPJ as she 
helped take the food tickets at 
the June 11 SNH Fest.

The next Lodge 34 meeting 
will be held Sept. 18 starting at 
noon at Big Woods Restaurant, 
1002 West Main in Speedway, 
Ind. We hope to see you there!

Even though she may be the newest addition to Lodge 34, 
MIkAElA “Lojzka” is off to a great start in the Society. Here, 
she’s hard at “work” collecting tickets at the June 11 SNH Fest.

Indy Lodge 34 serves up 
hearty Friday night fare

The members of Lodge 34 served up another delicious Friday 
night dinner at the Slovenian National Home on June 17.

by JEANNETTE HUMPHREY
Lodge 603

SAMSULA, Fla. — SNPJ Lodge 603 in beauti-
ful downtown Samsula is the place to be at 11 
a.m. on Saturday, Aug. 6, for the Luznar family 
reunion. Bill Tomazin is serving as chairman 
for the Frank and Mary, and John and Jennie 
Luznar families. Barbecue chicken is on the 
menu; guests are asked to bring a covered dish 
or two to share. Following social time and a 
photo session, announcements and the meal are 
planned for 1 p.m.

The Luznar family has a long history with 
SNPJ Lodge 603 and they continue to be ac-
tive today. Many have served as Lodge officers 
through the years, and they have given countless 
hours of labor.

Congratulations to Wayne L. Smith for receiv-
ing the Lodge 603 scholarship. He was awarded 
$500 to help with college expenses.

The Samsula Woman’s Club is planning a 
membership drive and covered dish dinner at 
the Lodge 603 Hall on Wednesday, Aug. 17, at 
6 p.m. Final plans will be discussed for their 
upcoming annual craft show at Lodge 603 on 
Saturday, Dec. 3. Crafters will rent table space 
inside and outside to sell their wares. The club 
members will be serving breakfast and lunch, 
and there will be a silent auction of wares and 
fresh baked goods during the show. If you’d like 
to sell your wares at the show, table space inside 
and outside the Lodge is available.  Contact Trisha 
Tudeen at womansclub.samsula@gmail.com.

Sis. Ellen Tomazin Walker was surprised 
on her 70th birthday with a July 9 party staged 
at Lodge 603. The party was hosted by her 
children, Alan and Dale Tomazin, and JoEllen 
Tomazin Willard, all lifelong members of the 
Society. Lodge 603 President George Benedict 
and Vice President Jerry Hafner were on hand to 
congratulate Ellen and recognize her continued 
support of the Lodge. 

Sis. Walker served as Youth Circle 57 Director 
for several years and is a past president of the 
Samsula Woman’s Club, where she helped bring 
into action the first edition “Samsula Country 
Cookbook.” Through the years, cookbook sales 
have provided numerous educational scholar-
ships and community needs. Each year, the 
club donates $500 to Lodge 603 or donates a 
needed item.

We’re sorry we couldn’t make the trip to the 
Borough of SNPJ, Pa., to attend Slovenefest this 
year, but we’re happy to hear it was another suc-
cess for our great Society. Lodge 603 member 
Ron Luznar was able to fly in for Slovenefest 
and stay with his longtime friend, Bob Turcola. 
Bob and Ron are both accomplished musicians 
who continue to support Slovenian music and 
promote fraternalism wherever they go. During 
the winter months, Turcola is a frequent visitor 
to Lodge 603.

Samsula Lodge 603 bustling with summer activity

For her birthday, Sis. EllEN WAlkER was treated to a surprise party held 
at Samsula Lodge 603, where she was greeted by Lodge President 
GEORGE BENEDICT [left] and Vice President JERRY hAfNER.

[Left] Lodge 603 member 
AlAN TOMAZIN flew into 
Samsula from Nashville, 
Tenn., to host a birthday 
party at Lodge 603 for his 
mother, and to sing a few 
songs for her and her party 
guests.

[Below] Gracie Tomazin 
and Blane Willard served 
refreshments during their 
grandmother’s birthday 
party at the Lodge 603 Hall. 
Gracie and Blane volunteer 
at the Lodge hall several 
times each year.

by LINDA GORJUP 
Lodge 158

CLEVELAND — There’s no rest for 
the weary. After finalizing the CAL Don 
Gorjup Golf Open, we turned our thoughts 
to our annual picnic.  

The Cleveland Athletic League (CAL) 
will host their annual summer picnic at the 
SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, Ohio, on Sunday, 
Aug. 28. The gates will open at noon; 
dinners will be served starting at 2 p.m. 
Look for our famous pasta bake on this 

year’s menu – it’s always a hit. Of course, 
we will have the usual menu items that 
everyone enjoys. The Ladies Auxiliary 
will also be making krofe... yummy! After 
dinner, stick around to listen and dance to 
the lovely melodies of Joey Tomsick and 
his band from 3 to 7 p.m.

This year, CAL is holding a craft fair 
that will run throughout the day, from 
noon until 6 p.m. If you are a crafter/
vendor or know someone who is, please 
call me at (440) 853-8776. We are limited 

in space and want to make sure that we 
don’t duplicate any crafts.  

Spaces are available for $15 per crafter, 
which will include one eight-foot table. 
This is an outdoor event, and crafters are 
urged to bring their own canopies in case 
of rain.  There are a few covered areas that 
are available on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Call me to reserve your space today.  

CAL officers and volunteers are look-
ing forward to seeing our friends and 
families Aug. 28 at the SNPJ Farm.

Craft fair highlights the CAL annual Farm picnic

The SNPJ Farm
2016 Dance Schedule

Aug. 7 Naprej Lodge 5 Picnic  3 to 7
  Jeff Pecon Orchestra
  (Fr. Perkovich Polka Mass at 1 p.m.)
Aug. 14 Mirni Raj Lodge 142 Picnic  3 to 7
  Wayne Tomsic Orchestra
Aug. 21 Utopians Lodge 604 Picnic  3 to 7
  Eddie Rodick Orchestra
  ($2 off admission with food bank donation)
Aug. 28 CAL Craft Show & Pasta Bake  3 to 7
  Joey Tomsick Orchestra

Sept. 5 Val Pawlowski’s Polka Radio Show
  Benefit Dance & Pig Roast  1 to 7
  Eddie Rodick & Frank Stanger bands
Sept. 11 SNPJ Ladies Auxiliary
  Goulash & Polenta Dinner  3 to 7
  Bob Kravos Band
Sept. 14 Polka Hall of Fame Picnic  12 to 8
  Slovenian Sausage Festival  
Sept. 18 Friends of the Farm Picnic  3 to 7
  Patty C & The Guys
Sept. 25 Slovenian Grape Festival  2:45 to 7
  Joey Tomsick Band

Oct. 23 Pancake & Sausage Polka Brunch 10 to 1
  ($12 per person)

Dancers enjoy the finest in Cleveland-style polkas and 
waltzes at the SNPJ Farm. The Farm features the best-
known names in polka music, plus down-home dining. 
Gates open at noon. Dinners served Sundays starting 
at 2 p.m. with music and dancing from 3 to 7 p.m. The 
bar opens at 1 p.m. Sunday picnic admission is $8. Rent 
the SNPJ Farm for your special functions! For additional 
information phone (440) 256-3423 or (440) 461-6476.

SNPJ Farm, 10946 Heath Road, Kirtland, Ohio
off Chardon Road (Route 6), three miles east of Route 306
For information phone (440) 256-3423 or (440) 461-6476
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Entry fees for team and individual events are $56 per member. 
For individual event only, entry fee is $51 per member.

Entry fee includes greens fees, golf cart, prize fund, 
lunch at the turn, a golfer’s meal in the dining room at the 

SNPJ Recreation Center, and a drawing ticket for give-aways.

Return this form, along with entry fees, to:
Slovene National Benefit Society

247 West Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126 
Phone: 1-800-843-7675

Make checks payable to SNPJ
ENTRY DEADLINE IS AUG. 26, 2016

The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament
rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department,

247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Lodge No.Name

Individual Event

1.

2.

3.

4.

Lodge No.Name

Team Event

72nd SNPJ National Golf Tournament
at Bedford Trails Golf Course

713 Bedford Rd. • Coitsville, OH 44436
(330) 536-2234

Saturday, Sept. 3, 2016
9 a.m. Shotgun Start

SNPJ National Balina Tournament
Saturday & Sunday, Sept. 3-4, 2016

at the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Lodge NumberName

$20 per team entry fee for men’s and women’s competition.
ENTRY DEADLINE is Aug. 26, 2016

Return this form, along with entry fees, to:
Slovene National Benefit Society
Att’n.: National Balina Tournament

247 West Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126 
Phone: 1-800-843-7675

Make checks payable to SNPJ
The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament

rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department,
247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

Team name _____________________________________
Team captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

Lodge 786 basking in summer fun
by JEAN KOCI 

Lodge 786 Secretary/Treasurer

ORANGE COUNTY, Calif. — A very nice 
gathering of members attended this year’s 
Lodge 786 BBQ and Swim Party. As usual, 
people came from long distances to enjoy 
the afternoon. 

After an important business meeting, Ken 
and Tony brought in the grilled burgers and 
brats while several of the gals set out the salads, 
toppings and side dishes. Everyone had already 
dived into a great assortment of appetizers 
prior to the meeting. Lina’s homemade bread 
was a big hit, as usual. 

Some folks arrived just in time to eat due 
to other obligations or a great deal of traffic on 
our Southern California freeways. The Leath-
ers family came all the way from Riverside, 
and we also welcomed two young Canadian-
Slovenians and the American fiancée of one 
of them. Mark Ryavec had suggested that I 
contact Shelley, who now lives in Los Angeles 
and is eager to meet with Slovenians in Cali-
fornia, and after just a few e-mail messages 
they decided to stop by. We had a great time 
visiting with them and learning about their 
exciting film-connected life, and we hope to 
have them join us again.

For the first time in many years the water 
balloons went flat, and we were left with a 
cooler full of water. But that didn’t stop the 
little guys from scrounging around for the last 
few balloons and having a free-for-all. They 
were too quick for me to get a good shot of 
it, but I did get a photo of their Aunt Desiree 
who ended up with the last blast... I think I 
got that part of the story correct. They also 
enjoyed the pools and didn’t really want to 
head for home.

It was good to see Gary and Sara Ambrozich 
from Temple City who stopped on their way 
south to get their mother, Frances, so that she 
too could attend the picnic. It was good to see 
Frances again. Dorothy Jerneycic picked up 
Virginia Johnson on her way down from Sierra 
Madre. So once again, we had youngsters and 
every other age group taking part in our day. 

Fred Mlakar provided some of his great 
accordion music, which was enjoyed by the 
Canadians as well as the rest of us. Thank 
you, Fred! It was good to have Don Milek 
attend, and we are missing his dear Pat, who 
left us in April. Bob Patocka is back smiling 
again – life goes on!

Thanks once more to Paula Manning who 
makes it possible for us to use this wonderful 
park with the variety of swimming pools, a 
fully-furnished clubhouse and a playground. 
We missed a number of regulars because of 
illness or vacation conflicts, but still had about 
40 attending.

Our very best wishes go to Paul Jensen and 
Mary Lou as they deal with both Paul’s illness 
and that of Mary Lou’s mother. Julie Nagode 

is spending the summer with her mother in 
Wisconsin as she recovers from treatments 
and possible surgery.

Our meeting included a report from 
James Koci on his experience at the Young 
Adult Conference last month. I’m glad you 
were able to attend, and thanks for your 
report. This month our teen delegates will 
be attending the TEL Workshop. These are 
great opportunities for our young members.

Cathy Udovch presented an opportunity 
for Lodge members to attend a Los Angeles 
Kings hockey outing, which might possibly be 
another January game such as we had earlier 
this year. With Slovenian Anže Kopitar as the 
new team captain, it should be fun to support 
them again. We plan to make a decision at our 
September meeting since we don’t know the 
ticket prices yet, although we do know several 
of the dates. We have decided that it would 
be a Saturday afternoon date in January, if we 
take advantage of the special group rates that 
Cathy is working out. Let me know if you are 
interested in attending.

We also voted on our community service/
charitable project for Make a Difference Day. 
Julie Nagode once again did the research and 
suggested donations to the Roosters Founda-
tion of Orange County. We would use that 
foundation as a means through which we 
could help a large number of children’s groups 
that don’t receive government help, but do a 
wonderful job helping needy families. Checks 
can be made payable to SNPJ Lodge 786 or 
directly to the Roosters Foundation, and sent 
to me or to Julie. 

Flyers were distributed at the meeting in 
the event that our members would vote to 
contribute to this organization. I will send 
flyers to those on our mailing list in the next 
few weeks. We appreciate any help that you 
might like to give. Julie will turn in the funds 
raised prior to Oct. 22.

Arnie and I had a busy June and July, 
starting out with a two-week cruise visiting 
several Scandinavian ports, Estonia and St. 
Petersburg, Russia. Then about a week later 
my Slovenian cousins arrived from Idrija. A 
family of six, including three little boys, kept 
us going, but thanks to Ken and Teresa, who 
did some of the entertaining, it was really a 
lot of fun. 

Thanks to our family and a number of 
friends who came over for a little party with 
accordions playing and Marko leading as 
we sang of a bunch of folk songs. I hope the 
neighbors enjoyed it as much as we did! We 
spent about two and a half weeks together at 
beaches, swimming pools, Legoland, Sea-
world, Knott’s Berry Farm, kayaking and 
playing in the park. Ken even took them to 
Las Vegas and the Grand Canyon!

Our next meeting is scheduled for Sept. 
11. Details will be sent to verify the location.

[Standing] CAROl 
JANCICh, GARY 

AMBROZICh, guest 
Todd Shepherd, SARA 
AMBROZICh, [kneeling] 

fRED MlAkAR, guest 
Danielle Barbu, guest 

Shelley Madison, and lINA 
kERWICk enjoying the 

afternoon at the Lodge 786 
annual BBQ and Swim Party.

by ELIZABETH HARTMAN (138)
Miss SNPJ 2017

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
weekend of the 35th annual 
Slovenefest and 60th annual 
Miss SNPJ Pageant fulfilled 
a dream that I’ve had since I 
was a little girl. From start to 
finish, the weekend was filled 
with moments I’ll never forget. 
As many know, the pageant 
really is a magical weekend 
for all involved.

Upon arriving at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center on Thurs-
day, the girls and I were show-
ered with gifts and delicious 
food. While practicing our 
talents, the other contestants 
and Miss SNPJ Pageant Com-
mittee members were nothing 
but helpful. On the ride back 
to the hotel that night, it was 
evident that we were going to 
have a great experience with 
the pageant.

Friday morning was met 
with multiple supportive mes-
sages from the contestants. 
One would think that with 
a group of girls vying for a 
crown, everyone would be 
out for themselves. However, 
that was not the case. All the 
contestants were in and out of 
each other’s rooms, helping 
with hair, pinning sashes and 
picking out what to wear. There 
was a sense of sisterhood that 
only us girls will ever under-
stand. After the question and 
talent portions of the program  
were over, we got ready for a 

Miss SNPJ 2017 ready for her reign

Photo submitted by Sis. Barbara Liptak (729). 

Lodge 729 Helps Pretty in Pink Fund-raiser Blossom 
The members of Yukon, Pa., Lodge 729 were delighted to have the Westmoreland County 
(Pa.) Federation of SNPJ Lodges choose the Yukon Slovenian Hall as the site of the fifth 
annual “Pretty in Pink” fund-raiser, held June 26. The event offered food, baked goods, 
drawings, a Chinese auction and music by the Jack Tady Bears. Lodge 729 sponsored the 
sale of “Save the tatas” T-shirts, with all proceeds donated to the Arnold Palmer Cancer 
Center near Greensburg, Pa. Pictured at the T-shirt display table are Lodge 729 members 
[from left] fRANk lIPTAk, lARRY kRANCE, GERAlD GOVI, BOB ZAGAR, kAREN 
kRISTOff, SANDY kRANCE, BARBARA lIPTAk, ROSE MARIE GOVI and JOANN 
kRANCE. Lodge 729 also provided an anniversary cake adorned with a $100 bill for the 
Chinese auction. This year’s fund-raiser was a tremendous success.

weekend of polkas. We danced 
the night away Friday to the Ed-
die Rodick Orchestra, forging 
new friendships and memories.

Saturday morning was 
spectacular as we started the 
day at Build-A-Bear. While 
making our princess bears, 
Miss SNPJ 2016 Julie Rockwell 
(138) made sashes for each of 
our bears to wear. Afterward 
we had some free time in the 
mall. Some took advantage of 
this time to shop while others 
started impromptu dance par-
ties in the middle of the mall. 
After shopping and dancing 
our way through the mall, 
we went to Olive Garden for 
lunch. After many breadsticks, 
we headed back to the hotel 
to get ready for a day at the 
Recreation Center.

Upon our arrival, we were 
introduced on each stage and 
welcomed with many cheers 
and applause. Later in the day 
we had the opportunity to have 
dinner with the SNPJ Executive 
Officers, National Board mem-
bers and other dignitaries. This 
dinner was a great opportunity 
to meet with people from other 
Lodges. I was particularly 
happy to see Babe and Beverly 
Baselj (6), whom I met during 
last year’s pageant.

Another treat from the 
weekend was seeing Mladi 
Glas perform. Their perfor-
mance brought good memo-
ries of my years in the Junior 
Tamburitzans. They were very 
talented. Luckily, we all had the 
opportunity to polka with these 
professional dancers. After the 
fireworks, we were tired, but we 
made sure to stay awake and 
dance all night to the songs 
of the Don Wojtila Orchestra.

Sunday morning was a mix 
of excitement, anticipation 
and stress as we got ready for 
the crowning. I think we all 
realized that the weekend was 
about fraternalism and friend-
ship, rather than wondering 
who would win the crown. 
When Julie gave her heartfelt 
goodbye speech as Miss SNPJ 
2016, there was not a dry eye in 
the crowd. As we wiped away 
our tears, it was time for the 
presentation of awards. All of 
the young women were accom-
plished, talented and beautiful, 
and I’m sure the judges had a 
very difficult time. I would 
especially like to congratulate 
Alexis Keyes, our new SNPJ 
Miss Activity, and Meredith 

Maresh, my co-Miss Talent. 
They are outstanding young 
women who will represent 
SNPJ well.

When my name was read as 
Miss SNPJ 2017, I was thun-
derstruck with emotion. I’m 
sure my words didn’t convey 
my extreme gratitude, so I 
would like to take this time to 
thank some important people 
in my life. First, I’d like to 
thank my parents and my sister 
Kristina for everything they 
have done for me. I’d also like 
to thank my late grandparents, 
Joseph and Rose Germovsek, 
for giving my sister and me a 
love of our Slovene heritage 
and the SNPJ.

I’ve also been blessed to be 
a member of a very large and 
supportive Lodge. SNPJ Lodge 
138 has given me the oppor-
tunity for activity, friendship 
and heritage. I’d like to thank 
my former Youth Circle di-
rectors, Agnes Engel, Andrea 
Yarkosky, Karen Brumbaugh 
and Courtney Koenig, for their 
help and support throughout 
my early years.

To SNPJ Fraternal Director 
Kevin Richards, thank you not 
only for this great weekend 
but for the many fraternal 
events I have attended over 
the years. To the Miss SNPJ 
Pageant Committee, thank 
you for everything. I know I 
speak for all the contestants 
when I say we truly had an 
amazing time. To my fellow 
contestants, I loved getting to 
know each one of you. You 
all are very special women. 
I’d like to also thank SNPJ 
Executive Officers President 
Joseph C. Evanish, Secretary 
Karen Pintar and Treasurer 
Robert Lawrence, and our Na-
tional Board members for their 
continued leadership of the 
SNPJ. I am very proud to be a 
fourth generation member of 
an organization that provides 
so many opportunities for its 
members, both old and young.

I look forward to meeting 
more SNPJ members in the 
coming year. I already have a 
few stops set on my calendar; 
shortly after my name was 
announced, I was approached 
by representatives from various 
Lodges who gave me verbal in-
vitations to their Lodge events. 
I am very excited and honored 
to represent the Slovenian Na-
tional Benefit Society as Miss 
SNPJ 2017.

Miss SNPJ 2017 ElIZABETh hARTMAN, pictured with 
Slovenian Consul General Andrej Rode and SNPJ National 
President JOSEPH C. EVANISH at the conclusion of this 
year’s Miss SNPJ Pageant crowning ceremonies.

Important figures to consider...
29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

1-800-843-7675

!
If your coverage is over 5 years old,

contact SNPJ for a policy review.



Year Name Lodge
1957 Marianne Swiderski 137
1958 Genevieve Masser  564
1959 Joyce Bence 564
1960 Patricia Urana 87
1961 Judith Rebich 758
1962  Janet Pollock  223
1963 Janet Prevec  643
1964 Elizabeth Highberger   87
1965 Joanne Janiga 769
1966 Linda Kozick 615
1967 Linda Serro 87
1968 Barbara Turkovich 137
1969 Susan Sohacki 87
1970 Rosemarie Roginski 33
1971 Carol Bokal 142
1972 Denise Lamm 566
1973 Donna Wolf 142
1974 Michelle Volk 117
1975 Karen Klobucar 7
1976  Maryann Morvetz  87
1977 Justina  Dabrowski 1
1978  Kathy Hlad  576
1979 Carol Morvetz 87
1980 Donna Kravanja  117
1981 Andrea Zupancic 769
1982 Tracey Anderson 677
1983 Laura Vercheck 138
1984 Beth Ann Prost 138
1985 Joan Grabner 142
1986 Julie Ann Podboy 138
1987 Mary Ann Racic 723
  Jeanette Marie Hiti 576
1988 Kelly Vavrek 138
1989 Teresa Mlakar 723
1990 Lisa Vidergar 723
1991 Melissa Lawrence 138
  Lisa M. Streck  5 
1992 Anna Marie Klepec 643
1993 Stacey Apanaites 158
1994 Deirdre Kocjan 643
1995 Jennifer Skrajner 142
1996 Allison Engel 138
1997 Ann Dolgan 576
1999 Carissa Pabian 138
2000 Christine Wojtila 158
2001 Kandace Kocjan 643
2002 Veronica Vana 53
2003 Amanda Fordyce 5
  Courtney Pabian 138
2004 Katherine Matas 614
2005 Ashley Paul 138
2006 Shannon Fetcko 138
2007 Kristen Cushman 138
2008 Kristy Zivkovich 158
2009 Danielle Brand 6
  Colleen Frank 158
2010 Kara Maruszak 53
2011 Ashley Russ 158
  Samantha Volpe 158
2012 Nicole Wright 6
2013 Amy Vogrig 138
2014 Megan Sinan 782
2015 Nicole Vehar 138
2016 Elizabeth Hartman 138
2017 Alexis Keyes 138

Year Name Lodge
1957 Valare Gorss 87
1958 Anne Marie Galardy 715
1959 Marlene Lustik 764
1960 Sandra Ozonich 288
1961 Margaret Peterlin 53
1962 Patricia Schlarb 576
1963 Peggy Peterlin 53
1964 Lois Svoboda 715
1965 Charlotte Bokal 142
1966 Judy Ann Rebarich 277
1967 Karen Turkovich 137
1968 Paula Evans 262
1969 Margaret Laurash 427
1970 Pat Hlebak 604
1971 Paula Kertis 87
1972 Linnette Lesko 566
1973 Susan Stritar 14
1974 Kathy Tokarcik 117
1975 Kathy Hillman 254
1976 Sharon Krofina 158
1977 Annette Gadusek 665
1978 Elaine Soldo 277
1979 Ann Renée Koval 153
1980 Valerie Stodolsky 87
1981 Justina Dabrowski 449
1982 Ann Marie Sternot 139
1983 LynnMarie Hrovat 576
1984 Suzanne Chuberko 6
1985 Jackie Morvetz 87
1986 Kathy Roginski 33
1987 Dawn Meyer 147
1988 Gretchen Buday  153
1989 Joni Marie Crotty 115
1990 Irene Schulman 8
1991 Lisa M. Streck 5
1992 Anna Marie Klepec 643
1993 Stacey Apanaites 158
1994 Amy Powers 153
1995 Amy Lynn Kobert 138
1996 Stephanie Fall 115
  Angela Garzarelli 117
1997 Stephanie Topolovec 689
1999 Caralynn Fejka 153
2000 Melanie Jo Smartnick 729
2001 Kandace Kocjan 643
2002 Veronica Vana 53
2003 Jessi Fields 225
2004 Danica Kane 567
2005 Faith Sadar 665
2006 Rebecca Ehalt 715
2007 Jacqueline Denning 41
2008 Kristy Zivkovich 158
2009 Brittney Zemko 643
2010 Cynthia Bober 138
  Kara Maruszak 53
2011 Selina Progar 138
2012 Molly Kohler 153
2013 Emily Hogan 6
2014 Ashley Russ 158
2015 Audrey Whetzell 225
2016 Julie Rockwell 138
2017 Elizabeth Hartman 138
  Meredith Maresh 449

Year Name Lodge
1957 Marlynn Turki 138
1958 Janet Snyder 36
1959 Marie Tome 8
1960 Nancy Sleber 87 
1961 Sandra Ogrin 14
1962 Gail Nachtigal 604
1963 Ruth Butkovich 270
1964 Karen Solomon 87
1965 Elaine Kvartich 6
1966 Nancy Skiba 615
1967 Linda Serro 87
1968 Barbara Turkovich 137
1969 Jane Gregorin 14
1970 Patricia Hlebak 604
1971 Carol Bokal 142
1972 Denise Lamm 566
1973 Linda Roginski 33
1974 Michelle Volk 117
1975 Judy Pintar 6
1976  Joyce Braddock 158
1977 Cheri Gottke 26
1978 Kathy Hlad 576
1979 Carol Morvetz 87
1980 Valerie Stodolsky 87
1981 Justina Dabrowski 449
1982 Tracey Anderson 677
1983 Karen Kovach 142
1984 Toni Trontel 262
1985 Jackie Morvetz 87
1986 Kathy Roginski 33
1987 Mary Ann Racic 723
1988 Gretchen Buday 153
1989 Teresa Mlakar 723
1990 Lisa Vidergar 723
1991  Melissa Lawrence  138
1992 Anna Marie Klepec 643
1993 Stacey Apanaites 158
1994 Deirdre Kocjan 643
1995 Jennifer Skrajner 142
1996 Allison Engel 138
1997 Elizabeth Buchner 576
1999 Kelli Blair 784
2000 Christine Wojtila 158
2001 Kandace Kocjan 643
2002 Carissa Pabian 138
2003 Amanda Fordyce 5
2004 Courtney Pabian 138
2005 Caralynn Fejka 153
2006 Shannon Fetcko 138
2007 Darcy Brand 6
2008 Kristy Zivkovich 158
2009 Brittney Zemko 643
2010 Kara Maruszak 53
2011 Selina Progar 138
2012 Danielle Brand 6
2013 Kristen Cushman 138
2014 Ashley Russ 158
2015 Nicole Vehar 138
2016 Julie Rockwell 138
2017 Elizabeth Hartman 138

Miss Talent Miss Fraternalism
Year Name Lodge
1969 Jane Gregorin 14
1970 Kathy Kovacic 8
1971 Margaret Rosko 643
1972 Margaret Rosko 643
1973 Susan Stritar 14
1974 Mary Sierputowski 576
1975 Kathy Hillman 254
1976 Susan Marisa 289
1977 Lisa Standkowski 6
1978 Kathleen Hlad 576
1979 Patricia Derner 254
1980 Laurie Belvedere 33
1981 Andrea Zupancic 769
1982 Ann Marie Sternot 139
1983 Christine Ebelacker 782
1984 Suzanne Chuberko 6
1985 Susan R. Caroll 643
1986 Dawn Tatters 223
1987 Mary Ann Racic 723
1988 Kathy Jo Lajevic 138
1989 Alicia Franchi 1
1990 Lisa Vidergar 723
  Irene Schulman 8
1991 Marsha McVay 259
1992 Renae Eorio 769
  Michelle Smidl 769
1993 Kelli Blair 784
1994 Dierdre Kocjan 643
1995 Melissa Ann Snyder 776
1996 Shelby Tonti 138
1997 Stephanie Topolovec 689
1999 Kelly Lampel 289
2000 Jacqueline Elk 391
2001 Kandace Kocjan 643
2002 Erika Marline 314
2003 Caralynn Fejka 153
2004 Lindsay Snak 6
2005 Jacqueline Elk 391
2006 Tandy Krajec 147
2007 Monika Vidmar 559
2008 Megan Reynolds 225
2009 Danielle Brand 6
2010 Danielle Brand 6
2011 Selina Progar 138
2012 Olivia Kamicker 721
2013 Amanda Couch 715
2014 Alexandria Perdan 604
2015 Nicole Vehar 138
2016 Jennifer Provenza 216
2017 Elizabeth Hartman 138

Miss ActivityMiss SNPJ

The Miss SNPJ Pageant Court: Miss SNPJ 2017, co-Miss Talent 
and Miss Fraternalism ElIZABETh hARTMAN (138) is flanked by 
Miss Activity 2017 AlEXIS kEYES (138) [left] and co-Miss Talent 
2017 MEREDITh MARESh (449).

MISS SNPJ PAGEANT
FROM PAGE 1 

The moment we’d all been waiting for 
the entire weekend had finally arrived: 
the announcement of our award win-
ners. I had the honor of announcing that 
Elizabeth Hartman (138) was selected 
Miss Fraternalism 2017.

Region 5 Vice President and Lodge 449 
Secretary Tina Rigler announced that there 
was a tie for runner-up to Miss Talent 2017: 
Alexis Keyes (138) and Jennifer Provenza 
(216) will share that honor. SNPJ National 
Treasurer Robert Lawrence announced 
that there was also a tie for Miss Talent 
2017: Elizabeth Hartman (138) and Mer-
edith Maresh (449) will share that honor.

Chairperson of the SNPJ Audit Com-

mittee and Lodge 723 Secretary Phyllis 
Wood announced that Jennifer Provenza 
(216) was selected as the runner-up to Miss 
Activity 2017. SNPJ National Secretary 
Karen Pintar announced that Alexis Keyes 
(138) was selected as Miss Activity 2017.

Anticipation grew with the announce-
ment of the runner-up to Miss SNPJ, 
Alexis Keyes (138), by Region 2 Vice 
President and Lodge 6 Secretary Jim 
Curl. Finally, SNPJ National President 
Joseph C. Evanish opened the envelope 
and introduced Elizabeth Hartman (138) 
as Miss SNPJ 2017.

I thank all of our members who came 
out to support the 60th Miss SNPJ Pag-
eant and Slovenefest 2016. I’ll see you at 
a fraternal event soon!

35th Slovenefest weekend opens the reign of Miss SNPJ 2017

Miss SNPJ 2017

Elizabeth
Hartman

Miss SNPJ 2017 ELIZABETH HARTMAN (138)
with SNPJ National President Joseph C. Evanish

Miss SNPJ ElIZABETh hARTMAN (138)
Miss Activity AlEXIS kEYES (138)

co-Miss Talent ElIZABETh hARTMAN (138)
co-Miss Talent MEREDITH MARESH (449)

Miss Fraternalism 
ElIZABETh hARTMAN (138) Miss Activity 2017 ALEXIS KEYES (138)

with SNPJ National Secretary Karen A. Pintar

co-Miss Talent 2017 ELIZABETH HARTMAN (138)
with SNPJ National Treasurer Robert J. Lawrence

co-Miss Talent 2017 MEREDITH MARESH (449)
with SNPJ National Treasurer Robert J. Lawrence

Miss Fraternalism 2017 ELIZABETH HARTMAN (138)
with SNPJ Fraternal Director Kevin Richards

Miss SNPJ 2017 ELIZABETH 
hARTMAN is a member of Lodge 
138 in Strabane, Pa. Betty, as she 
prefers to be called, is the daughter 
of Paul and Mary Jo Hartman (138), 
and the granddaughter of the late Jo-
seph “Mooney” and Rose Germovsek 
(138), and Ruth and the late Herbert 
Hartman.
Betty is entering her junior year at 
Edinboro University of Pennsylvania 
where she is a mid-level science and 
social studies major with a minor in 
special education. She is a Presiden-
tial Honor Scholar and she currently 
serves as a resident advisor. Betty is 
also active in the Council for Excep-
tional Children and volunteers at ESO 
dances for adults with disabilities.
Betty is the treasurer of the Middle 
Level and Secondary Education Club. 
She is a sister of Alpha Sigma Alpha 
and performs with the Edinboro Uni-
versity vocal chorale. She was chosen 
to be a staff member at the Ready 
for Life Scholastic Center where she 
tutored underprivileged students from 
local schools, and worked with life 
skills students at Meadville middle 
and high schools.
Betty was a Girl Scout for 13 years, 
earning Bronze and Silver Girl Scout 
Awards, and participating in numer-
ous Girl Scout programs. A nine-year 
member of the Junior Tamburitzans 
of the South Hills, she was a lead 
vocalist for several years, and for 
the past two years she has served as 
the emcee for their annual concerts.
Betty is a proud fourth generation 
SNPJ member. She has been active 
since early childhood through Youth 
Circle 19 Christmas, Easter and Hal-
loween parties, and by representing 
Lodge 138 in the local Fourth of July 
parade. She has happy memories of 
performing with the Circle 19 Singers, 
bowling in the Youth Circle league 
and participating in SNPJ Family 
Twosome Bowling Tournaments.
On the national level, Betty has 
attended Youth Roundup, the TEL 
Workshop and the Young Adult Con-
ference. She has served as a Youth 
Roundup counselor for the past two 
years, and was proud to lead this 
year’s Youth Roundup alongside her 
sister. Betty was awarded the title 
of SNPJ Miss Activity 2016, and is 
looking forward to another wonderful 
year as Miss SNPJ 2017.
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