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The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are Oct. 3 and Nov. 1. All material must 
be received by Wednesday, Sept. 21, 
for the Oct. 3 issue, and by Wednesday, 
Oct. 19, for the Nov. 1 issue. If you are 
concerned about making the deadline, 
send an e-mail to prosveta@snpj.com 
or submit your material via the publica-
tions area of our website, www.snpj.org.

THE
DEADLINE

Make snpj.org 
your first stop for 

SNPJ information 
on the go. 

Scan the code 
to get started.

follow SNPJ on Facebook!
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IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office will be closed Monday, Sept. 5, in 
celebration of Labor Day. Normal office 
hours, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., will resume Tues-
day, Sept. 6. We wish all SNPJ members 
and friends a happy and safe Labor Day.

Home Office closed for
the Labor Day holiday

Photo submitted by Bro. Jerry Watson (34)

A Closer Look, Just To See What’s Going On...
Even though she’s not quite an SNPJ member yet, the newest member of the Indianapolis 
Lodge 34 family, six-month-old Mikaela “Lojzka” Watson, has come to understand the 
importance of keeping up with SNPJ news and activities by “reading” PROSVETA. Mikaela 
is the daughter of Lodge 34 member Kristina Watson and the granddaughter of Lodge 34 
Secretary/Treasurer Jerry Watson.

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office has been notified of the July 10, 
2016, passing of Bro. Grant Babcock, 
president of Lodge 689 in Helper, Utah.

On behalf of the entire Society, the 
members of the Executive Committee 
and Home Office staff extend their con-
dolences to Bro. Babcock’s family and 
friends on their loss. See page 6 for the 
complete obituary.

Society sympathies
for Lodge 689 president

GIRARD, Ohio — Delegates to the 
Eastern Ohio and Western Pennsylvania 
Federation will meet Sunday, Sept. 25, 
at 2 p.m. at Amen Corner in Girard. All 
Lodge delegates are encouraged to attend.

CATHY KALENITS (776)
Federation Secretary/Treasurer

Sept. 25 meeting date set
for East Ohio/W.Pa. Fed

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The Fraternal De-
partment is pleased to announce that the 
SNPJ National Athletic Board approved 
a bid from Imperial Lodge 106 to host 
the 2016 SNPJ Fall Classic Bowling 
Tournament the weekend of Oct. 15-16. 
Bowling will take place at Paradise Lanes 
in Neville Island, Pa.; all social activities 
are planned in the Lodge 106 clubroom.

KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

Lodge 106 bid accepted
for the Fall Classic Bowl

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

IMPERIAL, Pa — The Slovene National 
Benefit Society regretfully announces the July 
3, 2016, passing of former National Board 
member Anton “Tony” Bole, 95, at his home 
in McDonald, Pa.  

Bro. Bole was born Nov. 15, 1920, in Koce, 
near the Postojna area of Slovenia, a son of the 
late Anton and Jennie Bole, and the brother of 
the late Joseph (Peppy) Bole. 

Tony immigrated to the United States via 
Ellis Island in 1924 with his family and settled 
in Acmetonia, Pa. His first language was Slo-
venian. He attended Acmetonia Elementary 
School, Connelly Trade School in Pittsburgh, 
and Washington Trade School in Lawrenceville, 
Pa., graduating in 1940.

Tony had a co-op job at Stupakoff Labora-
tories, a Swedish tool and die company in the 
East Liberty section of Pittsburgh, where he 
earned 30 cents per hour. He then worked as 
a machinist at Cemline Corporation in Acme, 
Pa., then at Edgewater Steel in Oakmont, Pa.  

SNPJ saddened by the loss of former National 
Board member Bro. Tony Bole

In October 1943, Tony enlisted in the U.S. 
Navy, serving until March 1946. He was a proud 
member of the Seabees, USNCB-United States 
Naval Construction Battalion, serving in the 
Pacific Theatre.  

After the war, he tended bar at his parents’ 
bar, Bole’s Bar, in Harmer Twp., Pa. From 1946 
through 1950, Tony served as president of the 
SNPJ Acme Club. In March 1949, aided by a 
GI loan, Tony began construction of his own 
hotel, and in 1950 he opened the Hotel Bole, 
which he ran until 1959. Throughout the 1950s, 
Tony was an active member of the Allegheny 
County Tavern Association.

Tony married Josephine Frances Hrvatin on 
July 5, 1958.  In 1959, Tony and Josie bought the 
Town House Bar in McDonald, Pa., which they 
operated as a friendly neighborhood watering 
hole until 1977. Years after they sold the bar, 
patrons commented on the fun times they had 
at the Town House. 

When the Boles purchased the Town House 
Bar, Washington and Greene counties didn’t 
have a tavern association, so Tony organized 

the Washington & Greene County Tavern As-
sociation in 1960. Tony led the association as 
president and was a member of its Legislative 

Bro. ANTON “Tony” BOLE (138)
• 1920-2016 •

SEE BRO. TONY BOLE
ON PAGE 6

DETROIT — Region 4 Vice President 
Tracey Anderson is hosting SNPJ Night 
with the Detroit Tigers on Saturday, Sept. 
24. Tickets for this 7:10 p.m. game versus 
the Kansas City Royals are $25 and can 
be purchased by contacting SNPJ District 
5 Athletic Director Ken Anderson.

KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

Region 4 plans Sept. 24 
Detroit Tigers outing

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — For many years, our SNPJ members have enjoyed the unique 
and truly remarkable facility that is the SNPJ Recreation Center. The experiences 
and countless memories that have been made there are treasured by thousands. The 
Recreation Center is now more than 50 years old and, as with so many things, time, 
along with wear and tear, have taken their toll.

The large upper cabins that are situated opposite the lake along Martin Road are 
some of the first structures that were built on the property. While there have been 
upgrades to these cabins over the years, they are currently in great need of a major 

Cabin renovation project underway at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center

SEE REC CENTER CABINS
ON PAGE 10

The renovations to the cabins at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center include new screened-in front porches.

by ELIZABETH HARTMAN (138)
Miss SNPJ 2017

STRABANE, Pa. — It’s only been a month, 
but so far my reign as Miss SNPJ has been 
very eventful. My first official event was the 
annual Duck Race at my home Lodge, Strabane 
Lodge 138. As always, the event was full of fun 
activities for all ages, great polka music and 
delicious food.

My sister Kristina, Lexi Keyes and I had a 
great time playing games with the kids, even 
though we no longer fit on the bounce house. 
There was a great deal of anticipation in the 
air as the ducks made their way down the 
creek. The creek was quite calm this year and 
the ducks took their time getting to the finish 
line. I felt honored to read the names of the 25 
duck winners.

It was great to start off my reign at my Lodge, 
surrounded by familiar faces. I also had the 
opportunity to meet and speak with many new 
friends. Congratulations to all the winners and 

An eventful first month for Miss SNPJ 2017

Miss SNPJ ELIZABETH HARTMAN (138) 
had the opportunity to meet former Miss 
SNPJs BARBARA ELERSICH and PATTY 
MISKULIN while attending the Lake County 
Captains game.

thank you to my Lodge for such a great event.
My next stop was an unofficial visit to the 

American Slovene Picnic at Imperial, Pa., Lodge 
106 on July 31. The afternoon was filled with 
great music and delicious food. Unfortunately, I 
didn’t get the chance to polka, but everyone on 
the dance floor looked to be having a fantastic 
time. I topped off the afternoon with Vida 
Kosir’s homemade krem šnite and the day was 
complete. Thank you to everyone involved with 
this event; it was a wonderful day.

Aug. 5-7 was the TEL Workshop at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center. My sister Kristina 
and I served as counselors alongside Robbie 
Rockwell, Jerome Petukauskas and Liz Smrdel. 
The theme took us back to the roots of TEL, 
learning about teamwork and leadership.

The teens had a great time with trust ac-
tivities, scavenger hunts and brain teasers. It 
was fun to be a part of their journey. My team 

SEE MISS SNPJ
ON PAGE 10
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Site 
 
 

If a concert or dance, who is
performing? 
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Time 
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Phone (        )
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PROSVETA

247 W. Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA  15126-9774

e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society
• SEPT. 2-4 ....... National SNPJ Days weekend at 

the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. For additional information 
or tournament registration, contact 
Fraternal Director Kevin Richards at 
1-800-843-7675 ext. 144 or krichards@
snpj.com.

• SEPT. 2-4 ....... All-Accordion Fest at the Fontana 
Slovene Hall, Fontana, Calif. Music by 
the Gruber Family Orchestra and many 
more, with scheduled jam sessions 
between sets. For more information or 
to reserve a performance slot, contact 
Frank Rote at (909) 987-8714.

• SEPT. 3 ......Midway, Pa., Lodge 89 community 
bingo in the upstairs hall; 6 p.m. The 
kitchen will be open.

• SEPT. 5 ......Val Pawlowski’s Labor Day dance at 
the SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio; 1-7 p.m. 
Music by the Eddie Rodick Orchestra 
and Frank Stanger Band. For additional 
information contact Val by calling (330) 
318-3004.

• SEPT. 8 ......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo 
in the Lodge 106 clubroom. Early bird 
games begin at 6:30 p.m., regular games 
at 7. Kitchen will be open. For details 
contact the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• SEPT. 11 ....Herminie, Pa., Lodge 87 jam session; 
2-5 p.m. The kitchen will be open, and all 
musicians are welcome. For additional 
information contact Shirley Bailley at 
(724) 864-1606.

• SEPT. 11 ....SNPJ Farm Ladies Auxiliary an-
nual goulash and polenta dinner at the 
SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio. Dinners are 
$9. Food service begins at 2 p.m. with 
dancing to the Bob Kravos Orchestra 
from 3:30-7:30 p.m. For details contact 
Barbara Elersich at (440) 257-2540.

• SEPT. 13 ....Cleveland Lodge 53 bus trip to Amish 
Country, Sugarcreek, Ohio. The cost is 
$89 per person and includes a round-trip 
bus ticket, lunch and all of the day’s activi-
ties. For additional information contact 
Martha Meglich at (440) 884-5043 or 
Pauline Barbish at (440) 944-9139.

• SEPT. 18 ....Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 Black and 
Gold car cruise; noon-4 p.m. A buffet 
will be available. For more information 
contact the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• SEPT. 22 ....Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo 
in the Lodge 106 clubroom. Early bird 
games begin at 6:30 p.m., regular games 
at 7. Kitchen will be open. For details 
contact the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• SEPT. 24 ....Region 4 hosts SNPJ Night with the 
Detroit Tigers. Tickets for the 7:10 p.m. 
game against the Kansas City Royals 
are $25 and can be purchased by con-
tacting SNPJ District 5 Athletic Director 
Ken Anderson.

• SEPT. 24 ....SNPJ Recreation Center Wine & 
Sausage Fest in the upper pavilion, Bor-
ough of SNPJ, Pa. For details phone the 
Recreation Center at 1-877 767-5732.

• OCT. 1 ............. Midway, Pa., Lodge 89 com-
munity bingo in the upstairs hall; 6 p.m. 
Kitchen will be open.

• OCT. 13 ........... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar 
bingo in the Lodge 106 clubroom. Early 
bird games begin at 6:30 p.m., regular 
games at 7. Kitchen will be open. For 
details contact the Lodge at (724) 695-
1411 or snpj106@gmail.com.

• OCT. 15-16 ...... SNPJ Fall Classic Bowling Tour-
nament hosted by Imperial, Pa., Lodge 
106. Bowling will take place at Paradise 
Lanes in Neville, Island, Pa. Saturday 
night entertainment will feature The 
Rhythm Kings and the Western Pa. But-
ton Box Club in the Lodge 106 clubroom 
from 7-11 p.m.

• OCT. 23 ......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 hosts Jack 
and Dick Tady in the Imperial Room at 
Lodge 106; 2 p.m.

• OCT. 27 ......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo 
in the Lodge 106 clubroom. Early bird 
games begin at 6:30 p.m., regular games 
at 7. Kitchen will be open. For details 
contact the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• OCT. 28 ......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 adult Hal-
loween party in the Lodge 106 clubroom. 
Prizes will be awarded for best costumes.

• OCT. 30 .....Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 youth Hal-
loween party in the Imperial Room at 
Lodge 106; 1-3 p.m.

[Above] Lodge 449 members enjoyed a sunny 
June meeting during the St. Mary’s Father’s Day 
picnic before traveling to Slovenefest in July to 
cheer on MEREDITH MARESH [below, center] 
in the Miss SNPJ Pageant, during which she was 
crowned Miss SNPJ Talent 2017.

by TINA RIGLER
Lodge 449 Secretary/Treasurer

CICERO, Ill. — The members of Cicero Neighbors 
Lodge 449 met June 19 during the Father’s Day picnic 
held at St. Mary’s in Lemont, Ill. Members enjoyed 
a luncheon at the picnic, which turned out to be a 
nice warm day. President Vince Rigler conducted 
the meeting, while Secretary Tina Rigler read all 
communications from the SNPJ Home Office and 
gave a financial report.

A discussion was held regarding the Memorial 
Day services sponsored by the Chicago District 
Federation. Both young adult and youth members 
volunteered for the program by reading poems, 
serving as color guard and participating in the flag 
ceremony.

Lodge members voted to purchase 10 tickets for 
the Chicago Federation dinner dance that was held 
Aug. 21 at the Slovenian Catholic Center. The tickets 
were distributed to Lodge members.

Meredith Maresh announced that she had entered 
the Miss SNPJ Pageant and was looking forward 
to the entire Slovenefest weekend. A donation was 
made by the Lodge to help defray some of Mer-
edith’s expenses, and many of our members attended 
Slovenefest to support her during the competition.

We’d like to congratulate Meredith as she was 
named Miss Talent 2017! For her talent, Meredith 
did a sewing demonstration. She did a great job 
modeling the Slovenian garment she made, and 
presenting all of the details involved in the project 
as well as her other sewing projects.

Lodge 449 young adult members Meredith 
Maresh, Elena Maresh, Robert Rigler, Shane Miller 
and Lucas Stimach attended the Young Adult Confer-
ence in June, where they performed service projects 
throughout the weekend.

The next scheduled Cicero Neighbors Lodge 449 
meeting is set for Sunday, Sept. 18.

Lodge 449 members 
congratulate one of 
their own on SNPJ 
Miss Talent title

by JIM STEFANACCI
Lodge 87

HERMINIE, Pa. — The SNPJ Lodge 87 
Slovenian Singing Society SOKAL announces 
that changes will be made to the club’s bylaws. 
The first meeting was held Aug. 8 with seven 
members in attendance.

The next meetings for this purpose are 

scheduled Sept. 12 and Oct. 10. Both meetings 
will begin at 12:30 p.m. and will be held in the 
Horizon Room at the Lodge 87 ballroom. The 
Oct. 10 meeting will be the final meeting, at 
which time approval of the bylaws will be made 
by all members present.

If you have any questions, you may contact 
Lodge President Jim Stefanacci at (724) 396-5224.

Two bylaws meetings slated at Lodge 87

by JOE VALENCIC (5)
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame

KIRTLAND, Ohio — The party starts when 
the sausages come out at the 13th annual Slo-
venian Sausage Fest, hosted by the National 
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame and Museum 
on Wednesday, Sept. 14, at the SNPJ Farm in 
Kirtland. Cast your vote for the top klobase 
from several sausage-makers, and dance to your 
favorite polka bands from 1 to 8 p.m.

Polka those calories away to the music of 
Frank Stanger and his 2015 Band of the Year; 
Patty C & The Guys, the Button Box Band of 
the Year; the Fairport Jammers; the Magic City 
Button Boxers; the Wayne Tomsic Orchestra; Ron 
Likovic; the Chardon Polka Band; and Canada’s 
Polka King Walter Ostanek with the Polka Hall of 
Fame All-Star Band. More than 50 accordionists 
and musicians are scheduled to perform. Bring 
your own squeezebox and play along!

Taste sausages from several makers and then 

choose your winner. Prizes are awarded for the 
People’s Choice and the juried Best of Fest, 
where the winning sausage-maker becomes the 
official supplier to the three-day Thanksgiving 
Polka Weekend at the Cleveland Downtown 
Marriott Hotel. The King of Klobasa will be 
crowned at 6 p.m.

Choose from an assortment of sweet and sa-
vory treats and refreshments from vendors and 
the kitchen. Pick up a polka CD or T-shirt at the 
souvenir stand.

The SNPJ Farm is located at 10946 Heath 
Road in Kirtland, off Chardon Road (Route 6), 
three miles east of Route 306 and six miles west 
of Ohio Route 44. Advance tickets are $10 each 
and are available at the Polka Hall of Fame, 
605 East 222nd St. in Euclid, Ohio. Same-day 
admission is $12, and those under 18 are free. 
Contact the Polka Hall of Fame for tickets and 
details at (216) 261-FAME or online at www.
polkafame.com.

Cleveland Polka Hall of Fame ready to 
crown a new King of Klobasa Sept. 14

Photo submitted by Sis. Rose Marie Govi (729). 

Lodge 729 Hits the Road for American-Slovene Day Picnic 
Yukon, Pa., Lodge 729 sponsored a bus from Westmoreland County for picnic-goers to enjoy the 
festivities at the annual American-Slovene Day Picnic held July 31 at Lodge 106 in Imperial, Pa. 
The venue featured both ethnic and American foods and delicious desserts, as well as fantastic 
music for dancing. Everyone in attendance enjoyed the beautiful day.

Photo submitted by 
Sis. Dolores Novotny (8).

 

Lodge 8 
donates to a 
worthy cause 

The members of Delavec 
Lodge 8 in Chicago held a 
gathering at J.C. Georges 
restaurant in Countryside, 

Ill., for our humanitarian 
event. Our members and 

friends donated various 
household supplies, 

which were given to the 
Ronald McDonald House.
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DENISE HERRON
SNPJ Marketing Department

SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
Your loyalty with SNPJ is now being rewarded! 

Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
and open your new SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

* Rates are not guaranteed after the first year.
* Guaranteed minimum interest rate of 2.0%.
* No fees are attached to either Loyalty annuity.
* The SNPJ Century 8 Annuity is earning 3.0%; the Century 5 Annuity is earning 
 2.75%. Century series annuities issued prior to 2012 are earning 3.0%

3.5% Loyalty 8 Annuity
3.5% first-year guarantee rate

3.0% in years two through eight
2.75% in year nine and after
3.75% first-year Loyalty Rate 

for conversions 

3.0% Loyalty 5 Annuity
3.0% first-year guarantee rate

2.75% in years two through five
2.75% in year six and after

3.25% first-year Loyalty Rate 
for conversions 

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

Slovenian legislation
soon translated to English
LJuBLJANA (STA) — The Slovenian 
government has required that the Office 
of Legislation begin translating key 
pieces of legislation into English. The 
project is expected to be concluded in two 
years. All translated laws will be  posted 
on the government’s legal information 
website, www.pisrs.si.

The project aims to improve acces-
sibility of Slovenian legislation in at least 
one foreign language. “The translations 
will have a positive impact on the promo-
tion of foreign investment, and improve 
the integration of foreigners in Slovenia,” 
government representatives wrote in a 
press release.

U.S. fighter jets test 
Slovenia’s NATO airfield
LJuBLJANA (STA) — Two U.S. F-16 
fighter jets landed at the Cerklje ob Krki 
airfield in late July, providing evidence 
that Slovenia’s main military airfield 
conformed to NATO standards following 
a $74 million upgrade.

Speaking at the facility, located in 
eastern Slovenia, Defense Ministry of-
ficial Jožef Lacko said the landing proved 
that the airfield and its staff were fit to 
take part in even the most demanding 
NATO operations.

Lacko, who headed the airfield invest-
ment project, said the renovation was 
largely completed. Only the final logisti-
cal projects, such as a fuel depot and an 
aircraft arresting system, remained to 
be completed.

The bulk of the funding for the project, 
$45 million, was provided by NATO 
while the remaining $29 million was 
funded by Slovenia after the overall cost 
was reduced from the initial estimate of 
$89 million.

The airfield now enables take-offs and 
landings during the day and night, as well 
as during periods of reduced visibility, 
and provides full technical support.

Lacko thanked the U.S. Armed Forces 
for their support, adding that an increase 
in traffic was expected following the 
upgrade.

The F-16 landings were also viewed by 
commanding U.S. Major General H. Mi-
chael Edwards, who in 1997 piloted the 
first F-16 jet to touch down on Slovenian 
soil. Edwards praised Slovenia’s efforts 
to upgrade the airfield, which he said 
was important not only for Slovenia, but 
for NATO and the United States as well.

Slovenian researchers
aid ALS gene description
LJuBLJANA (STA) — Several Slo-
venian researchers were on the team 
that described a new gene believed to 
be associated with the increased risk of 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), also 
known as Lou Gehrig’s disease.

According to a spokesman at Slove-
nia’s Jožef Stefan Institute, “The gene, 
labeled C21orf2, is interesting for further 
studies that will highlight the mechanism 
causing ALS, and could potentially 
lead to the development of an effective 
therapy for what is currently an incur-
able disease.”

The Slovenian researchers were part 
of the Project MinE international con-
sortium and the study was published in 
the July issue of Nature Genetics. The 
entire project was crowd-funded, most 
notably through the Ice Bucket Challenge 
that swept social media last year.

A precursor to the study involved 
analysis of the genetic material of Slove-
nian ALS patients, which was the subject 
of a separate paper published last year 
in Neurobiology of Aging.

The Slovenian co-authors of the Na-
ture Genetics paper included researchers 
at the Jožef Stefan Institute, the Ljubljana 
Medical Faculty and the Ljubljana Uni-
versity Medical Center.

First Slovenian thesaurus 
planned for October
LJuBLJANA (STA) — Publisher ZRC 
has announced the launch of the first-ever 
thesaurus of the Slovenian language. The 
book version of the thesaurus, planned 
for release in October, will be followed 
by an online version in “the foreseeable 
future.” The 1,100-page thesaurus will 
contain more than 78,000 synonyms.

The entries will include explanations 
of meanings that are common to words 
that are grouped together, while the dif-

ferences will be indicated via stylistic 
labels and through other means. The 
lead editor of the thesaurus, Jerica Snoj, 
said that the group listing and defini-
tion of the shared meaning are the key 
features that “distinguish [the thesaurus] 
significantly from other word collections 
named ‘dictionary of synonyms’ or web 
search engines for synonyms.”

For this first reference book of its kind 
in Slovenian, the authors have incorpo-
rated entries from dictionaries of new 
words and specialized dictionaries, and 
have verified their usage. The thesaurus 
will complement the SSKJ dictionary of 
the Slovenian language, the key reference 
book that served as one of the starting 
points for the project.

Snoj also announced that the digital 
version would be available online “in the 
foreseeable future” as part of the Fran 
website maintained by the Fran Ramovs 
Institute for the Slovenian Language.

Car show returning to 
Ljubljana in spring 2017
LJuBLJANA (STA) — Slovenian car 
dealers, united under the Chamber of 
Commerce, have decided that after two 
years of growing car sales, the time is 
right to organize another car show in 
Slovenia. The show will return to Slove-
nia after a 10-year break; the last show 
was staged in 2006 in the city of Celje.

This will be the 24th car show held 
in Slovenia, the first dating back to 1957 
when the Ljubljana fairgrounds orga-
nized the first vehicle fair, showcasing 
the products of a number of Yugoslav 
and foreign companies.

Since then, car shows in Slovenia 
have had their ups and downs, but in 
the 1990s their popularity grew and the 
shows became one of the annual fairs, 
and then biannual fairs, at the Ljubljana 
Exhibition and Convention Center. The 
last such fair was organized in 2001. As 
a result of organizational difficulties and 
the decline of the automotive market in 
Slovenia, the show moved from Ljubljana 
to Celje, and then ceased to exist.

In agreement with other car shows 
in the former Yugoslav republics, car 
shows in Ljubljana would take place 
in odd-numbered years, along with the 
Belgrade car show, while the Zagreb 
and Skopje car shows would take place 
in even-numbered years.

The car show in Ljubljana is planned 
March 27 through April 2, 2017, at the 
Ljubljana Exhibition and Convention 
Center, and due to a 17-year absence of 
any such event in Ljubljana, the organiz-
ers are expecting 100,000 visitors.

Urban beekeeping 
taking hold in Ljubljana
LJuBLJANA (STA) — Ljubljana is 
home to some 330 beekeepers, among 
whom an increasing number are keep-
ing their bees in urban areas which are 
largely free from pesticides, so the honey 
is of higher quality.

As the 2016 European Green Capital, 
Ljubljana dedicated the month of July to 
biodiversity and bees. But the city started 
working on its beekeeping story last year 
with its Honey Path project. Explain-
ing the project, Maruška Markovčič, a 
representative from the Ljubljana Envi-
ronment Department, spoke about the 
advantages of urban farming.

According to Markovčič, the average 
beekeeper in Ljubljana has around 50 
bee colonies, while the large operations 
may have as many as 400 colonies. The 
beekeepers have organized five associa-
tions, one of which is Urban Beekeper, 
which has been in operation for two years 
and unites beekeepers operating inside 
the Ljubljana ring road.

The biggest advantage of beekeeping 
in urban areas is the absence of pesticides 
and insecticides. The city also has many 
plants that attract bees, and only recently, 
city authorities have been planting such 
species intentionally. One such example 
cited by Markovčič is the small ash trees 
planted along Slovenska Street, the city’s 
main thoroughfare. In cooperation with 
the BTC commercial district, the city is 
also leading a campaign through which 
residents are invited to adorn their 
windowsills and balconies with honey-
producing plants, such as herbs.

The bees collect honey within the 
three-kilometer radius (approximately 
two-mile radius). Inside the ring road 
there are an abundance of bee pastures. 

One way to help the bees is to leave 
the grass in meadows uncut for longer 
periods of time so the bees can feed, 
something that Markovčič says requires 
further coordination with the city’s busi-
ness and transportation departments.

As a disadvantage of urban bee 
farming, she noted the limited number 
of bee colonies: to prevent an excessive 
concentration of bees, beekeepers oper-
ating inside the ring road can keep only 
10 colonies; in addition, the bee colonies 
require nearly 450 yards of separation.

For the most part, Ljubljana beekeep-
ers produce primary bee products such 
as honey, pollen and propolis (a resinous 
bee glue), and special requirements apply 
to those beekeepers who want to market 
their products under the Ljubljana Honey 
label. At present, only three beekeepers 
meet the criteria to offer Ljubljana Honey.

Piran celebrates 120th 
year of the Tartini statue
PIRAN (STA) — The coastal town of 
Piran paid tribute to its proudest son on 
Aug. 2 as residents celebrated the 120th 
anniversary of the unveiling of the statue 
erected in honor of composer Giuseppe 
Tartini (1692-1770).

The bronze statute dominating the 
town’s main square provided the back-
drop for a concert performed by the 
celebrated Italian chamber orchestra    
I Solisti Veneti, during which Tartini’s 
violin was played.

The festivities opened with the launch 
of an exhibit at the Maritime Museum 
that transported visitors back to the time 
of the statue’s unveiling, arguably the 
biggest event in local history. “This was 
a huge event, the calibre of which was 
unlikely seen before or after, and possibly 
even in the future,” the designer of the 
exhibition, Duška Žitko, told the press.

The 1896 unveiling attracted a crowd 
equalling Piran’s population of the time. 
Thousands of people from across the 
Istrian peninsula and beyond arrived by 
sea to witness this homage to one of the 
region’s most important personalities. 
“Preparations for the erection of the 
statue took several years, with the first 
committee set up as early as 1888,” Žitko 
explained.

The exhibit, titled El Tartini in Pi-
assa, which translates to “Tartini in the 
Square” in the local dialect, portrays 
the chronological developments as 
well as the mood of the time through a 
series of photographs, documents and 
other archival material. The display also 
showcases the main players organizing 
the unveiling, as well as the newspapers 
from Vienna to Venice that reported on 
the event at the time.

Piran-born Giuseppe Tartini is con-
sidered one of the major violinists of his 
time as well as a renowned composer and 
musical theoretician. His body of work 
includes 130 concertos and more than 
170 sonatas for violin.

Secret tunnel in Ptuj 
attracting curious visitors
PTuJ (STA) — A tunnel under Ptuj 
Castle, situated in the medieval town of 
Ptuj in northeast Slovenia, was opened to 
the public this summer. Several hundred 
visitors have already embarked on an 
exploration of the tunnel, torches in hand.

The project developer, film director 
Samo M. Strelec, had been hoping to 
highlight the hidden details of the town 
ever since he ran for mayor in 2014. Str-
elec rented the tunnel last year, and then 
cleaned it out with the help of a group of 
enthusiasts before filling it with various 
attractions.

The tunnel under Ptuj Castle was dug 
in the 1930s when Yugoslavia needed a 
place to store weapons from the nearby 
military post. It was later extended, 
but fell out of use in 1991. “These tun-
nels were never officially opened. The 
children from Ptuj found holes and 
cracks where they crawled in,” Strelec 
explained. “During the Cold War, it was 
meant to serve as a nuclear shelter,” he 
added.

A part of the tunnel, named “Hidden 
Ptuj,” points to the as-yet unnoticed 
interesting locations. The other part of 
the tunnel, named “Mini MUS,” serves 
as a small museum of Slovenian accom-
plishments. “Foreign visitors get to know 
Slovenia by viewing 12 caricatures cre-
ated by Boris Miočinovič,” Strelec said.

The dark and damp tunnel was opened 
in mid-June and has proven to be a 
popular attraction when it is scorchingly 
hot outside.
The articles comprising this feature have 
been reprinted with permission from the 
Slovenian Press Agency (STA).

My mother used to warn me to stay away from a par-
ticular group of kids in my neighborhood because 
they had a bad reputation. I never knew exactly 

what they had done to earn that reputation, but because 
of my mother’s dire warnings, I’d stop in my tracks when I 
caught sight of them. My friends and I would scurry across 
the street to avoid them and, at least in my eyes, a constant 
black cloud seemed to hover over their heads.

My mother was right about a lot of things, but I wonder 
if she was totally right about that group of kids. Maybe 
the reputation that preceded them was wrong. Instead 
of running away from them, maybe we could have been 
friends. Maybe getting to know them would have changed 
my life, or theirs, for the better – not for the worse, as my 
mother had feared.

When most people see a life insurance agent, they see 
a black cloud coming toward them. They do everything 
possible to avoid them, including crossing the street, lock-
ing their doors and hanging up the phone. Too often, life 
insurance agents get an unwarranted bad reputation and 
are viewed as some sort of Grim Reaper.

The bad reputation probably grew out of the assumption 
that life insurance agents talk only about death, and most 
of us aren’t comfortable talking about death. But maybe 
instead of running away, we need to stop and chat with 
that agent. As he tells us about all the great things life 
insurance and annuities can do for us, I bet the sun will 
come out from behind the cloud that lingers over his head. 
Maybe instead of seeing the Grim Reaper, we’ll see a man 
wanting to help our children’s college dreams come true, 
or see ourselves enjoying an active retirement. Maybe 
instead of talking about death, he will talk about happy 
children and a life well-lived.

The next time you see your SNPJ agent, stop and 
talk instead of crossing the street in fear. Better yet, give 
your agent a call and ask him to come visit. Talking with 
him will probably change your life for the better. There’s 
a lot he can tell you about the benefits of life insurance 
and annuities that will give you reason to be cheerful, not 
fearful. If you don’t have an agent, speak with your Lodge 
secretary or contact the SNPJ Marketing Department at 
1-800-843-7675, ext. 124.
• Thought for the Month — Be more 

concerned with your character than 
your reputation, because your charac-
ter is what you really are while reputa-
tion is merely what others think you are.

John Wooden

A bad reputation
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PROSVETA Crossword
Back to School (#0916) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. It makes waste?
6. Ambulance crew
9. June 6, 1944
13. Amnion, pl.
14. Le ____ Léman, a.k.a.
 Lake Geneva
15. Sandy color
16. Watts events, 1965
17. Health resort
18. Remove lid
19. *Television chemistry 
 teacher gone bad
21. *Varsity jacket decoration
23. Always, to a poet
24. Toward sunrise
25. Glide in Aspen
28. Fat and flour sauce
30. Kick the bucket
35. “____ Brinker, or 
 The Silver Skates”
37. UPS competitor
39. Saint in Mexico
40. October stone
41. Opposite of heads
43. *High school student
44. Ancient Roman’s garb
46. Half-man, half-goat
47. “All for one, one for all” sword
48. “Don’t you ____ ____ 
 my blue suede shoes”
50. Tow rope alternative

52. Don’t do this at home?
53. Part of air terminal
55. New Zealand parrot
57. *“ABC, It’s easy as 123,
 as simple as ____”
60. *Mirriam’s wordy counterpart
64. *Begin, began, ____
65. *The state sets a minimum
 one to start school
67. Intense
68. Rekindled
69. Marbled bread
70. *Do this in math class
71. End of prayer
72. Basic unit of electric current
73. Plural of #62 Down

DOWN
1. Stay out of its way
2. Gulf V.I.P.
3. Mountain cap?
4. One tenth
5. Less taxing
6. Additional
7. *Geography classroom prop
8. Milan’s La ____
9. Bad impression
10. Vegas cube
11. *Biology lab supply
12. Casual affirmative
15. Monument Valley landforms
20. Rainbow fish

22. Sixth sense, for short
24. Make reparations
25. *American Academy of
 Pediatrics’ recommendation
26. On the fritz
27. Absurd
29. Sky defender
31. Assign PG-13 or R, e.g.
32. Incompetent
33. “____ clear”
34. *Miss ____, Matilda’s teacher
36. Woman’s underskirt
38. Lump in yarn
42. Above “Don’t tread on me”
45. Powerfully persuasive
49. Viet____
51. Sales lure
54. Miss America’s headdress
56. British race track
57. Regard
58. Eye up and down
59. The Colosseum today
60. “Read ’em and ____”
61. Desmond ____, 
 apartheid opponent
62. Evening purse
63. Sales force
64. Lingerie staple
66. *PE

The solution to puzzle #0916 will 
run in the Oct. 3 issue.

© StatePoint Media

by MARYANN BEBAR (41) 
Westmoreland Fed. President

YuKON, Pa. — The Westmo-
reland County (Pa.) Federation 
of SNPJ Lodges held their 
fifth annual cancer benefit 
fund-raiser for patients at the 
Arnold Palmer Cancer Center 
in Latrobe, Pa. The event took 
place June 26 at the Yukon Slo-
vene Hall. The attendance was 
wonderful! A big thanks goes 
out to all those who participated, 
donated and attended.

We had over 25 baskets for 
our Chinese auction, which 
was run by Jim and Rose from 
Greensburg, Pa., Lodge 223. 
Yukon Lodge 729 members 
Joann and Rose sold “ta-ta”   

T-shirts, raising more than 
$200. There were also many 
personal donations and a great 
50/50 drawing.

The music for the afternoon 
was supposed to be provided by 
George Suhon and Larry Divis, 
but as you know, we lost our 
beloved George in March. He 
is definitely missed by his fam-
ily, friends and his many fans. 
In George’s place, we had Jack 
Tady & the Tady Bears perform-
ing. These guys and gals did a 
super job! Jack was so happy to 
fill in, and he helped make it a 
dynamic fund-raiser. Thanks 
to Jack and the band for a job 
well done. During intermis-
sion, Larry Divis played some 

of George Suhon’s music in his 
memory. Thanks, Lar-bear.

We collected over $4,000 
and lots of gift cards for the 
cancer center patients and the 
Karla J. Nease Foundation. We 
are Slovenian proud! A great big 
thanks goes out to Lois Den-
ning (41) for putting this benefit 
together, which is tons of work, 
and continuing to help those in 
need. “Paying it forward” is 
her motto.

To all those out there who 
attended activities at the Evan-
stown Picnic Grove, we miss 
you! We’re all sad, but as I see it, 
dance attendance was down and 
we would have been in a bind.

Have a super autumn!

Westmoreland Fed pays it forward with annual Pretty In Pink fund-raiser

W e s t m o r e l a n d 
County Federation 
officers MARYANN 
BEBAR [left] and 
LOIS DENNING at 
the Pretty In Pink 
benefit, held June 
26 at the Yukon 
Slovene Hall.

by AMY MAVRICH (138) 
SNPJ Trailer Court Civic Assoc.

BOROuGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — 
The annual SNPJ Trailer Court 
balina tournament was a huge 
success. Congratulations to 
winners Jamie Evanish, Peggy 
Cushman, Shannon Marting 
and Denny Brand!

We held our election of 
officers for the next two years 
at the balina tournament and 
I’m so happy to announce 
our new officers: President 
Ashley Russ, Vice President 
Mike Brately, Secretary Patty 
Candela and Treasurer Patty 
Powers. Congratulations! They 
have a lot of good ideas and I 
know they will do a great job.

A big thank you to Rowland 
and Joyce Hudson and Sonny 
Jurkowski for your time as of-

The 2016 Trailer Court balina tournament champions: 
[from left] JAMIE EVANISH, PEGGY CUSHMAN, SHANNON 
MARTING and DENNY BRAND.

Trailer Court Civic Assoc. elects new officers
ficers. You did a fantastic job. 
We thank everyone so much 
for all the wonderful memories 
that we will treasure forever.

Our luau-themed closing 
party will be held Saturday, 
Sept. 10, at 4 p.m. in the barn. 
Dinner will include chicken, 
steak, shrimp kebabs, pita 
bread and rice pilaf. We also 
ask that you please bring a 
covered dish to share. This is 
our last party of the season, so 
be sure to come see everyone 
before Old Man Winter arrives. 
Summer always goes by so 
fast, and this one was full of 
fun times!

This is the last article I will 
be writing for the Trailer Court 
as our new secretary, Patty 
Candela, will be taking over.  I 
have served as secretary for 25 

years and I’ve really enjoyed it,  
but it’s time to retire and let the 
young ones take over. As I’ve 

always signed off, until next 
time, I’ll see ya at the Gostilna 
or Tiki Bar!

by LINDA GORJUP
Lodge 158 Secretary

EuCLID, Ohio — Loyalites Lodge 158 
held their monthly meeting Aug. 11 at 
Recher Hall in the upper bar annex. Much 
was discussed, including a recap of our 
picnic, our upcoming community service 
projects and a Christmas bus trip.

Let’s start with our first community 
service project. On Sunday, Oct. 9, the 
Loyalites will be volunteering at Hiram 
House Camp for their Pumpkin Fest. 
Thousands of people are expected to 
attend and helpers are needed in many 
areas: pony rides, face painting, parking 
attendants, etc. We need lots of helpers, so 
I’m sending out a special challenge to all 
of the Loyalite young adults.  Do you need 
volunteer hours for school or the Lodge? 
Well, this is your chance. Please consider 
signing up by contacting Donna Gorjup 
Sebusch at (440) 350-9113, (440)725-0841 
or dsebusch461@gmail.com.

Our next project is aimed at our youth. 
Pat Nevar and Eileen Markusic are asking 
all youth, teen and young adult members to 
start collecting plastic caps. This encom-
passes any hard plastic cap – water bottle, 
dish detergent, laundry detergent, ketchup, 
mustard, milk... you get my drift. Make 
sure they are cleaned out. There are three 
collection locations so far, the Recher Hall 

clubroom, Slovenian Workmen’s Home 
and the SNPJ Farm. You can also bring 
any collected caps to one of our monthly 
Lodge meetings, which take place on the 
second Thursday of the month.

The Loyalites will also be sending out 
flyers to the other local Lodges in hopes 
that they will join in our project. Once we 
collect 400 pounds, the caps will be sent 
to a factory where they will be turned into 
a bench or table that will be given to the 
SNPJ Farm.

The third item on our list is our Dec. 3 
Christmas bus trip. Pat Nevar is working 
on different ideas and we should have 
the choices narrowed down by our next 
meeting. More info to come.

I want to send happy birthday wishes 
to Billy Frank (Aug. 18), who enjoyed his 
day at the Lake County Captains game on 
the party deck with Recher Hall. Lots of 
Loyalites were there to celebrate with him.

There were many Loyalites vacation-
ing this summer. Colleen and Billy Frank 
and Molly O’Malley enjoyed a week in 
the Outer Banks, N.C., at the end of July.  
The Smrdel, Horabik and Srnik families 
drove across the country to knock off some 
“bucket list” items, traveling to Indiana, 
Iowa, Illinois, Nebraska, South Dakota, 
Wyoming and Montana.  If you’re on Face-
book, you can see many of the sites that 

they visited. They had an amazing time.
Young adult member Elizabeth Smrdel 

will be part of the color guard for the 
Baldwin-Wallace Marching Yellow 
Jackets. Elizabeth also reported on the 
Young Adult Conference. It was a work 
weekend with lots of painting, roadside 
cleaning and assembling care packages 
for the local schools. The young adults 
also voted Loyalite Tommy Zivkovich as 
“Mr. SNPJ.” Congrats, Tommy! 

 The Recher Hall balina league came to 
an end with Loyalite members Pat Nevar 
and Eileen Markusic on the winning team. 
Charlotte and Henry O’Donnell attended 
day camp since they don’t start school until 
after Labor Day in Massachusetts. Finally, 
good luck to Stephen and Karen Godec, 
who are busy rebuilding their home in 
Simonton, Texas. They suffered a great 
loss when the Brazos River crested at over 
54 feet. Hope all goes well, from mother 
Eileen Markusic.

Our next meeting will be held Thursday, 
Sept. 8, at Recher Hall in the upper bar 
annex at 7 p.m. Please consider coming to 
our meeting. We would love to hear your 
ideas and get your input. Our Lodge is only 
as good as our members make it. You can 
contact me at (216) 650-1279, (440) 853-
8776 or lmg1020@att.net if there is any 
news you’d like to include in our articles. 

Loyalites doubling up on community projects

ST. LOuIS — Bro. Louis 
Dolence, a member of 
Lodge 107, has outlived 
the life of his SNPJ insur-
ance policy.

Bro. Dolence was born May 28, 1916, the fifth child born 
to Peter and Johanna “Jennie” Dolence in Ringo, Kan. He 
had three brothers and three sisters.

In 1917, Louis was enrolled in the SNPJ as a youth 
member when his parents moved the family to Linton, Ind., 
where his father was a coal miner. In 1934, while in West 
Frankfort, Ill., he became an adult member of the Society.

Upon graduation from West Frankfort High School, 
Bro. Dolence moved to Detroit where his brothers lived and 
worked in a bakery. After the move, he transferred his SNPJ 
membership to Young Americans Lodge 564 in Detroit.

Louis entered the military prior to World War II and was 
transferred to Scott Air Base. He met the love of his life, 
Corinne Schindler, in St. Louis, and they were married in 
September 1943. After the war ended, he transferred to St. 
Louis Lodge 107 in 1945. He received a degree in account-
ing and continued in that career, retiring from Hussmann 
Corp. in May 1981.

Louis and Corinne were married for more than 58 years 
when Corinne passed away in February 2002. They had four 
daughters, five grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. 
Bro. Dolence currently lives with his oldest daughter in St. 
Charles, Mo. His hobbies include reading mystery books, 
working crossword puzzles and playing solitaire.

On behalf of the members of Lodge 107 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we extend best wishes to Bro. 
Dolence for continued health and happiness.

Kansas 
native 
settled in 
Missouri

Bro. LOUIS DOLENCE (107)

Outlived Members
best wishes to our

Looking for information 
on your SNPJ life 
insurance and annuity 
policies? Simply log on 
to snpj.org and follow 
the step-by-step 
instructions.

at your fingertips
information
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The meeting was called to order at 2:05 p.m. 
by Chairman Clifford with Brothers Anderson, 
Hervol, Evanish and Lawrence in attendance.
A motion was made by Bro. Anderson, second 
by Bro. Hervol, to approve the minutes of the 
Jan. 28, 2016, meeting. Motion approved.
A motion was made by Bro. Hervol, second 
by Bro. Evanish, to approve the secretary’s 
(National Treasurer’s) report of bond purchases 
and disposals for the first quarter of 2016. 
Motion approved.

Reviewed the portfolio and transactions for 
the period.
Joined by phone conference at 2:45 p.m. with 
Wellington Management Company representa-
tives Andrew Paone, Marc Mercurio and Liz 
Kleinerman.
Discussion and questions on capital markets 
review by Liz Kleinerman.
The committee reviewed portfolio perfor-
mance, outlook and strategy, and compliance 
issues.

The committee thanked the Wellington repre-
sentatives for the presentation and ended the 
phone conference at 3:27 p.m.
Discussion on annuity crediting rates.
The next meeting will be held Thursday, July 
28, 2016, at 2 p.m.
Motion to adjourn at 3:35 p.m. by Bro. Hervol, 
second by Bro. Anderson. Motion approved.

Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting
held April 28, 2016, at the SNPJ Home Office, Imperial, Pa.

Report of the Secretary for the period Jan. 1 through March 31, 2016
Purchases:
Trade Date Security Description Coupon Yield Par Value Cost Maturity Date Rating
03/09/2016 AIA Group Ltd. 4.500%  4.580%  $625,000  $617,088  03/16/2046 A
03/09/2016 Aetna Inc. 4.500%  4.530%  650,000  647,283  05/15/2042 A
01/13/2016 Anheuser-Busch Inbev 4.700%  4.760%  475,000  471,081  02/01/2036 A-
01/13/2016 Dignity Health 5.267%  4.900%  600,000  638,918  11/01/2064 A
03/31/2016 Elec de France 6.950%  4.960%  400,000  507,820  01/26/2039 A+
03/21/2016 Fedex Corp. 4.550%  4.580%  90,000  89,605  04/01/2046 BBB
03/17/2016 Trinity Acquisition 4.400%  4.450%  650,000  647,257  03/12/2026 BBB
01/11/2016 Alameda Corridor Trans Authority 0.000%  5.770%  1,710,000  740,447  10/01/2030 AA-
02/02/2016 Chicago, IL Tran Auth Sales 6.899%  5.640%  485,000  566,296  12/01/2040 AA

Sales or Full Calls:
Disposal Date Security Description Coupon Yield Par Value Consideration Maturity Date Gain/Loss
03/24/2016 Roche Holdings Inc. 6.000%  4.120%  $101,000  $113,885  03/01/2019 $12,885 
03/17/2016 Westvaco Corp. 7.650%  7.650%  30,000  30,000  03/15/2027 0 
03/01/2016 Connecticut St 5.460%  5.460%  50,000  50,000  03/01/2019 0 
01/14/2016 Barclays Bank PLC 5.125%  5.230%  400,000  448,184  01/08/2020 49,690 
02/17/2016 Conagra Inc. 7.125%  5.480%  204,000  255,834  10/01/2026 25,073 
01/12/2016 Korea Western Power 3.125%  3.170%  280,000  284,900  05/10/2017 5,059 
01/12/2016 OAKC 13-8A *A* 1.400%  1.400%  470,000  458,955  04/20/2025 (11,045)
01/14/2016 NYC Muni Water BAB 6.491%  3.000%  500,000  568,705  06/15/2042 (2,902)

ROBERT J. LAWRENCE
Secretary, Finance Committee

ROGER C. CLIFFORD
Chairman

ROBERT J. LAWRENCE
Secretary

Official Proceedings
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
May 2, 2016

The meeting was called to order at 11 a.m. by President Evanish 
with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
The minutes from the April 12, 2016, meeting were read and 
approved.
Discussed the first quarter 2016 financial report and reviewed 
expenses, projected expenses, claims, etc.
President Evanish reported that the work on the revised SNPJ 
websites has been started.
Discussed our annuity block of business, various renewal rates, 
commission schedules, etc.
Reviewed rates for fraternal programs for 2017 and will work 
on revisions.
Approved a donation of $50 for a Boy Scout Eagle project.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:45 p.m.

JOSEPH C. EVANISH
National President/CEO

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO

Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
June 15, 2016

The meeting was called to order at 3p.m. by President Evanish 
with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
The minutes from the May 2, 2016, meeting were read and 
approved.
Discussed the new overtime rules that will become effective this 
year regarding non-exempt and exempt employees.
Discussed the information we are gathering for the examiners 
as part of the PA Insurance Department examination.
President Evanish reported that he reviewed counselor applica-
tions for Youth Roundup with Fraternal Director Kevin Richards.
Reported that the new website pages for Slovenefest and the 
Alpine Room are now live.
Executed the service agreement with Steimla & Associates under 
the same terms as previously agreed upon.
Discussed the Sales Director position.
Reported that the 25th anniversary reception celebrating Slove-
nia’s independence went very well.
Discussed the revenue and expenses at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center, and the plan to reduce the deficit to zero.
Reported renewal of the director and officers liability coverage, 
and the Financial Institution Bond.
Approved a donation in the amount of $100 to the Westmoreland 
County Federation for a community event.
Approved a donation in the amount of $250 to North Fayette 
Township Volunteer Fire Department.
Approved a cultural donation in the amount of $100 for the 
Chicago District Federation Memorial Day booklet.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:50 p.m.
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3.
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Highest
Average
2015-16

Lodge
No.

Four-Person Team Event
Entry fee $60 per team

Sunday Only

Submit bowlers’ names by position in lineup

2016 SNPJ Fall Classic Bowling Tournament
October 15-16, 2016

Team name _____________________________________
Team captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

The entry fee in each event is $15 per bowler, $7 of which shall be used for prizes 
and $8 for bowling. An extra $5 is charged to all who desire to compete for 

handicap all-events prizes. The Slovene National Benefit Society adds $6 per 
member to each prize fund except all-events.

Return form, along with fees of $15 per person, per event, to:
Slovene National Benefit Society, Att’n. Kevin Richards

247 West Allegheny Rd, Imperial, PA 15126
Phone: 1-800-843-7675

Make checks payable to SNPJ
ENTRY DEADLINE IS OCTOBER 3, 2016

The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament rules are
available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department, 247 West Allegheny 
Road, Imperial, PA 15126. Rules are also available online at www.snpj.org.

hosted by Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 at
Paradise Island Bowl

7601 Grand Ave. • Neville Island, PA 15225
Phone: (412) 264-6570

www.paradiseislandbowl.com

1.

2.

1.

2.

All-Events
$5 per 
person

YES/NO

Highest 
Average
2015-16

Lodge
  No.

Doubles & Singles 
Entry fee $30 per person

Saturday Only

Doubles & Singles Events
Saturday, Oct. 15, 10:30 a.m.

Team Event 
Sunday, Oct. 16, 10:30 a.m.

by EVELYN DIMPFL
Lodge 749 Secretary

JOHNSTOWN, Pa. — As 
a notice to the Lodge 749 
members who have reached 
the coveted 50th, 60th, 70th or 
80th year of SNPJ membership 
this year, you’ll be receiving 
a letter from the Conemaugh 
Federation with details regard-
ing a celebration in your honor. 
Those to be honored from 
Lodge 749 include 50-year 
members Louis R. Ograyensek, 
Bonita Logar, Helen Huber 
and Ernest Fetzer; 60-year 
members Mary Ann Knipple, 
Wanda McAllister, Doris Jean 
McClain and myself; 70-year 
members Matilda Pavlik, 
Dorothy Butler, Barbara Lees, 
Irene Cebron, Joseph Ruparcic, 
Jr. and Mary A. Kelley; and 
topping the charts is Anna 

Bendick, who celebrated 80 
years of membership earlier 
this year. I hope you will give 
serious consideration to attend-
ing this very nice affair.

Some Lodge members have 
had interesting vacations this 
summer. The entire Vasilko 
family spent a week in the 
Myrtle Beach area the last week 
in July. Everyone enjoyed their 
time there, including 1-year-old 
Logan Reitnauer and 8-month-
old Jillian Vasilko.

I was in New York City 
for several days to watch the 
Fourth of July fireworks. And 
what a wonderful and exciting 
time it was! We were on a yacht 
on the river and had a bird’s eye 
view of the display.  

To top it all, member James 
Vasilko was elected as a dele-
gate to the Republican National 

Convention in Cleveland. It 
was his first such venture and 
he gave a great report of the 
experience at our Aug. 2 meet-
ing. On the evening of Mrs. 
Trump’s speech, James wore 
his Slovenian shirt and as his 
contingent was sitting near the 
stage, she took note of it. Jim 
said things went very smoothly 
and security was first class.

At the Lodge meeting, we 
made a donation to Saturday’s 
Kitchen in Johnstown. It pro-
vides a weekend meal for the 
less fortunate and is funded 
through charitable donations.  

We welcome new adult 
member Lena Verhovsek, the 
widow of the late Henry Ver-
hovsek, and new youth member 
Hattie Ankeny, who was en-
rolled through the generosity 
of her grandparents, Harry 

and Joyce Ankeny. Welcome 
to you both.

I extend sympathies to the 
family of Frank Mihelcic of 
Central City, Pa. Bro. Mihelcic 
was a longtime member of 
the former Lodge 289 in Tire 
Hill, Pa., and was transferred 
to Lodge 749 when his home 
Lodge dissolved. Please accept 
condolences on behalf of the 
officers of Lodge 749.

Some of us have been look-
ing forward to Senior Week at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center. 
By the time this article is in 
print, the week will just be a 
wonderful memory.

Time for a commercial 
break: Remember that SNPJ 
has a wonderful variety of 
insurance and annuity prod-
ucts for your consideration, so 
consider it!

Lodge 749 congratulating longtime members

by KEVIN RICHARDS
Lodge 106

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Greetings 
from Lodge 106 in Imperial. 
Bar bingo continues on the 
second and fourth Thursdays 
of the month. Special early bird 
games start at 6:30 p.m. with 
the first regular game starting 
at 7. Our kitchen will be open 
during bar bingo evenings.

Our last car cruise of the 
season will be a Black and 
Gold Car Cruise on Sunday, 
Sept. 18. We’ll be giving out 
Lodge 106 Car Cruise Ter-
rible Towels and the Steelers 
vs. Bengals game will be on 
all of our big screen TVs. The 
cruise will run from noon to 4 
p.m. with a food buffet, drinks, 
a 50/50 drawing and prizes 

on our level paved parking 
lot and in our air-conditioned 
clubroom. Bikes are welcome, 
and the Miller Lite Girls will 
be on-site for this event.

Lodge 106 will once again 
host the SNPJ Fall Classic 
Bowling Tournament the 
weekend of Oct. 15-16. Bowl-
ing will take place at Paradise 
Lanes with all social activities 

taking place at Lodge 106. The 
Rhythm Kings, along with 
the Western Pa. Button Box 
Club, will be performing in 
the Lodge 106 clubroom on 
Saturday, Oct. 15, from 7 to 
11 p.m.

There will be a polka dance 
in the Imperial Room at Lodge 
106 on Sunday, Oct. 23, featur-
ing the Tady Brothers, Jack and 

Dick, starting at 2 p.m.
Our adult Halloween party  

will be held in the clubroom 
Friday, Oct. 28. Come in cos-
tume for some great prizes. Our 
youth Halloween party will be 
Sunday, Oct. 30, in the Imperial 
Room from 1 to 3 p.m.

Would you like to receive 
periodic e-mails from Lodge 
106 about upcoming events and 

important announcements? If 
so, e-mail to snpj106@gmail.
com and we’ll add you to our 
e-mail list. 

Keep track of all the activity 
going on at Lodge 106 by vis-
iting the “Upcoming Events” 
page on our website, www.
snpjimperialpa.com. Also, 
check out SNPJ Lodge 106 on 
Facebook and “Like” us.

Imperial Lodge 106 playing host to annual Fall Classic Bowling Tournament

by MELANIE MATIASEK
Lodge 559 Secretary

CHICAGO — Pioneer Lodge 
559 participated in the Slove-
nian Catholic Center picnic on 
Aug. 14. It was held on their 
grounds in Lemont, Ill. This 
was our second activity for 
the year, and Lodge 559 made 
a donation for the event. It was 
nice to see everyone there on 
such a lovely summer day.

We had a great Lodge turn-
out, including President Jean 
Cherway and her whole family. 
The roasted lamb, pork and 
chicken dinners were enjoyed 
by all, and the bakery selec-
tion was bountiful. Slovenian 
music and dancing filled the 

afternoon, and everyone had 
a great time.

Congratulations to former 
Lodge Secretary Anita Vitous 
and her husband Al on the 
celebration of their 13th wed-
ding anniversary. Glad they 
could join us at the picnic. We 
missed seeing Otto and Grace 
Doerk, and our best wishes go 
out to them.

The next Pioneer Lodge 
559 meeting will be held on 
Friday, Oct. 14, beginning at 
noon at Czech Plaza Restau-
rant. We will conduct our fall 
food drive at that time, so all 
members should bring a food 
donation. I look forward to 
seeing everyone there.

Pioneer Lodge 559 members enjoyed a beautiful summer day
while attending the Slovenian Catholic Center picnic on Aug. 14.

Pioneer Lodge 559 sets plans for a fall food drive

by Cerkev Miška
Lodge 321

WARREN, Ohio — It’s almost fall, and 
that means my SNPJ Lodge 321 crew 
has had their final picnic of the year. As 
usual, Fred Church had sausages and my 
girls did a wonderful buffet. Joy Church 
made Chinese noodles with vegetables, 
cucumber salad, sloppy joes and a zuc-
chini casserole with vegetables. I really 
think she’s trying to make us healthy! Gail 
Church made cheesy potatoes, and Louise 

Vett went both healthy and sweet with her 
delicious chocolate covered grapes.

We had lovely surprise at our picnic. 
Joy’s neighbors, Janet and Dick Williams, 
came over with their 4-month-old baby, 
Mr. Dudley, a soft and tiny brown poodle. 
He was very sweet and lovable, and he had 
kisses for everyone. I wish Miss Evalyn 
and Miss Lillian would have been here to 
meet Mr. Dudley and to celebrate Janet’s 
good news – she’s cancer free! So there 
were a lot of kisses going around for such 

great news! I’m so happy Janet came over. 
She was very generous with the potato 
chips, but I had to be quick with Mr. 
Dudley around.

My Lodge 321 crew will be getting 
together for the October meeting to discuss 
the final plans for their Christmas party, 
tentatively planned for Dec. 4 at 2 p.m. 
at the Blue Wolf Tavern. Let my girl Gail 
know if you are planning to attend; she 
can be reached at (330) 219-7580.

Lahko noč!

Holiday festivities coming together for Lodge 321
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sis. Marva J. allMaN
• Lodge 723 •

FONTANA, Calif. — The 
Allman family and members 
of Lodge 723 sadly announce 
the June 6, 2016, passing of 
Sis. Marva Jean (Bird) Allman, 
75, of Smithfield, Utah, after 
succumbing to biliary cancer.
She was a beloved wife, 
mother, grandmother and 
great-grandmother.

Sis. Allman was born at 
home Aug. 8, 1940, in St. 
Anthony, Idaho, the daughter 
of Elbert Owen Bird and Ella 
Vernonna (Christensen) Bird. 
She graduated from BYU in 
1962 with a bach elor’s degree 
in drama and a minor in Eng-
lish. She taught high school 
drama and English at Fontana 
High School from 1962 to 
1997. She touched the lives of 
many young people through 
her teaching career, and main-
tained lifelong friend ships with 
many of them.

Marva moved to Smithfield 
in June 2004 to be closer to 

family. She and husband Gor-
don split their time between 
their home in Smithfield and 
their home in Island Park, 
Idaho.

Sis. Allman was preceded in 
death by both parents and her 
older brother, Vernon Kay (and 
Jean) Bird. She leaves behind 
her husband of 36 years and 
eternal companion, Gordon 
Walter Allman; her daughter, 
Terri (Dale) Baker; a step-
daughter, Khrist (Ron) Rojas; 
grandchildren Cassie Baker, 
Sierra and Jus tin Stonecipher, 
Katheryn and Casey Smith, 
Rayna Baker, Ron Rojas, Ta-
panga Rojas, and Jeff and Tyler 
Fisher; and a great- grandson, 
Auden Fisher. She also leaves 
behind her older brother, Rich-
ard (Marion) Bird, and younger 
brothers Michael (Verla) Bird 
and Ste ven (Joy) Bird.

Funeral services for Sis. 
Allman were celebrated on 
June 11 at the Smithfield 17th 
Ward Chapel. Burial followed 
at the Teton Newdale Cem-
etery, outside of Sugar City, 
Idaho.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 723 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our condolences to Sis. 
Allman’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

sis. a. dorothy scacciferro
• Lodge 2 •

LA SALLE, Ill. — The 
members of Lodge 2 sadly 
announce the June 21, 2016, 
passing of Sis. Amelia Dorothy 
(Miklavcic) Scacciferro, 85, of 

La Salle.
Sis. Scacciferro was the 

beloved wife of Sam for 65 
years, loving mother of four 
and devoted grandmother of 
six. She also had nine great-
grandchildren and one brother.

She was preceded in death 
by her son, Tom, and 10 sib-
lings.

A private Mass of Christian 
Burial for Sis. Scacciferro was 
celebrated June 24 at the Queen 
of the Holy Rosary Church, La 
Salle, with Rev. Jacob Valle of-
ficiating. Burial followed in St. 
Vincent’s Cemetery, LaSalle. 
Pallbearers were her grand-
children and her daughter, Jill.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 2 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Sis. 
Scacciferro’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

Bro. August HAcin
• Lodge 225 •

GIRARD, Kan. — The 
members of Lodge 225 sadly 
announce the July 5, 2016, 
passing of Bro. August “Gus” 
Hacin, 95, of rural Arma, Kan., 
at Arma Health and Rehab 
Center.

Bro. Hacin was born Oct. 
26, 1920, the son of Louis 
and Theresa Ozina Hacin. He 
was born on the family farm 
in Arma, where he farmed all 
his life. He was raised in rural 
Mulberry, Kan., and attended 

Sis. MARVA J. ALLMAN (723)

Adams Country School.
Gus married Isabelle As-

torino on Sept. 7, 1974, in 
Pittsburg, Kan.; she preceded 
him in death on Oct. 23, 1988.

In addition to his SNPJ 
Lodge 225 membership, Bro. 
Hacin was a member of St. Jo-
seph Catholic Church in Arma.

Survivors include two step-
daughters, Patricia Brown 
and Barbara Kinney; two 
stepsons, Darren Kinney and 
Mark Kinney; and a nephew, 
Mark Sheets, who provided 
for his care.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; his wife, 
Isabelle; five sisters, Amelia 
Poznich, Louise Gilbert, Fran-
ces Brown, Rose Cukjati and 
Mary Denny; a brother, Carl 
Hacin; and a stepson, Dennis 
Kinney.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 225 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our condolences to Bro. 
Hacin’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. s. grAnt BABcock
• Lodge 689 President •
HELPER, utah — The Bab-
cock family and members of 
Lodge 689 sadly announce the 
July 10, 2016, passing of Bro. 
Sheldon Grant Babcock, 87, 
after a long illness. Grant was 
a devoted son, husband and 
father, and the best grandpa, 
great-grandpa and friend to 
many.

Bro. Babcock was born 
April 10, 1929, in Hiawatha, 
Utah, to Vardes Andrew 
Babcock and Mary Albertson 
Babcock. He grew up in Castle 
Gate (Willow Creek), Utah, 
graduating from Carbon High 
School in 1947 and the College 
of Eastern Utah in 1948.

He mar r ied Lor ra ine 
Chesnik on June 30, 1950. 
They lived, loved, laughed 
and danced together for the 
following 66 years. She was 
his sweet Lorraine to the very 
last day. They became parents 

Sis. A. DOROTHY SCACCIFERRO (2)

to a beloved son, David, and 
cherished daughter, Shelly.

Grant had a great interest 
in automobiles. He followed 
his dad into the coal mining 
industry to buy his first car. 
He was a proud member of 
the UMWA, and served as a 
moderator between labor and 
management for many years. 
He was the last survivor of a 
mine explosion, which claimed 
the lives of nine of his friends 
and co-workers on Dec. 16, 
1963. After serving on the 
rescue team for two days he 
walked away, never to return 
again. In 1965 he established 
his own business, Grant’s 
Distributing Company, and 
managed it successfully for 
the next 32 years.

Bro. Babcock loved the 
outdoors, fishing, hunting 
and snowmobile riding with 
family and friends. He was a 
life member of the Price Elks 
Lodge #1550. He served every 
chair office and was elected 
Exalted Ruler in 1965-66, dur-
ing the lodge’s glory days with 
900 members. He also served 
on the Board of Trustees for 20 
years, guiding the principles 
of the lodge and supporting 
community charities. Grant 
lived by their code of “Charity, 
Justice, Fidelity, and Brotherly 
Love.” For 50 years, he placed 
the Elks Memorial flags on de-
ceased member’s graves at the 
Helper Cemetery, because an 
Elk member is never forgotten.

Grant was a gentle man 

who had the ability to build or 
repair anything, from a broken 
toy to a broken heart. One of 
his most enjoyable hobbies was 
automobiles. He owned many 
and was an expert mechanic. 
His favorite was a 1930 Ford 
Model A Roadster, which he 
restored to perfection with 
his son. He was a member of 
the Pair-A-Dice Car Club and 
won numerous trophies at car 
shows.

He and Lorraine were hon-
ored as Grand Marshalls of the 
Helper Christmas parade in 
2004, which was great fun. He 
was a member of SNPJ Lodge 
689 in Helper where he served 
as president for 30 years, from 
1986 to 2016. He was also a 
co-chairman of the Slovenian 
Day Picnic for 25 years.

After he retired, Bro. Bab-
cock and his wife traveled the 
world from Hawaii to Rome, 
and Canada to Mexico, but his 
favorite place was their home 
in Helper among his friends 
and loving family.

Surviving are his wife 
Lorraine; son Dave (Gaye) 
Babcock; daughter Shelly (Jim) 
Stephenson; grandchildren Mi-
chelle (Sam) Slaughter, Stefanie 
(Dave) Mumford, Chas (Em-
ily) Morris and Jenna-Raine 
Morris; great-granddaughters 
Cheyanne, Ashlyn, Kaydi Jo, 
Faith Marie, Isabella Raine and 
Mackenna; and great-grandson 
William Grant.

As the last leaf on his 
family tree, he was preceded 
in death by his parents; two 
brothers, Bill and Frank; two 
sisters, Leona Coles and Viv-
ian Laursen; and his loving 
in-laws, Joe, Jennie, and JoAnn 
Chesnik Couch.

A Funeral Mass for Bro. 
Babcock was celebrated July 
14 at St. Anthony Catholic 
Church. Interment followed 
in Mt. View Cemetery, Helper. 

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 689 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Bro. 
Babcock’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. S. GRANT BABCOCK (689)

DEATHS REPORTED
For the month of May 2016
   DATE OF
LODGE NAME DEATH CITY-STATE
 A01 Joseph J. Borek 02-16-2016 Levittown, Pa.
 5 Alice A. Hedderman 12-03-2014 Cleveland, Ohio
 6 Michael C. Malenich 04-16-2016 Bolivar, Ohio
 6 Virginia B. Kenny 04-09-2016 Mullica Hill, N.J.
 6 Homer E. Bittner 04-09-2016 Spring Hill, Fla.
 31 Pete Kralj 03-10-2016 Meadville, Pa.
 34 Cheryl L. Kennedy 02-17-2016 Cincinnati, Ohio
 41 James E. Butcher 04-11-2016 Delmont, Pa.
 53 Michael D. Casella 04-01-2016 Bratenahl, Ohio
 87 Agnes Wilson 04-21-2016 Greensburg, Pa.
 87 Edward G. Feltes 03-16-2016 Irwin, Pa.
 87 Jennie R. Serro 04-13-2016 Woodstock, Ga.
 89 Theresa Colpo 05-02-2016 Burgettstown, Pa.
 106 Leonard A. Brown 04-28-2016 McKees Rocks, Pa.
 106 Joseph J. Esia 05-09-2016 Coraopolis, Pa.
 138 Lillian M. Elish 01-26-2010 Washington, Pa.
 138 Mildred Podboy 01-31-2010 Rancho Cucamonga, Calif.
 138 Ferris Cecchinelli 03-26-2016 Morgantown, W.Va.
 138 Alvin G. Bruce 05-02-2016 Canonsburg, Pa.
 138 Agnes M. Curtis  03-21-2016 McMurray, Pa.
 218 Martha Navntoft 04-20-2016 Denver, Colo.
 225 Rudolph J. Jerich 07-16-2014 Spring, Texas
 225 Carolyn Kavcich 01-06-2016 Pittsburg, Kan.
 245 Thomas N. Thomas 12-02-2015 Los Angeles, Calif.
 257 Marie K. Dimitrijevic 03-16-2016 Cleveland, Ohio
 321 Ronald J. Marcolini 04-22-2016 Magnolia, Del.
 358 James O. Roberts 08-20-2015 Salineville, Ohio
 449 Kenneth A. Krizanic 10-25-2015 Cicero, Ill.
 559 Ann M. Potts 04-18-2016 Minooka, Ill.
 564 Lynn S. Yokubison 11-10-2015 Surprise, Ariz.
 566 David A. Adams 04-17-2016 Mentor, Ohio
 566 Anton J. Iskra 04-24-2016 Wickliffe, Ohio
 584 Lawrence Trinko 04-07-2016 Spring Hill, Fla.
 614 Vinko Snider 02-01-2000 Troy, Mich.
 643 Irene R. Koval 03-18-2016 Westerville, Ohio
 713 Janet Avcin 01-20-2015 Verona, Pa.
 715 Rose M. Merslich 04-23-2016 Astoria, N.Y.
 721 Frank S. Marovich 02-09-2016 Pauma Valley, Calif.
 721 Nicholas F. Matoic 09-29-2015 Industry, Pa.
 729 Matthew G. Blatnik 04-19-2016 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 776 Mildred DeCristoforo 01-10-2016 New Castle, Pa.
 782 Stephanie Chuparkoff 04-30-2016 McDonald, Ohio

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary

BRO. TONY BOLE
FROM PAGE 1 

Committee from 1960-1977. Under 
Tony’s leadership, the association was 
instrumental in bringing about several 
notable changes in the tavern industry: 
Sunday sales became legal, women could 
tend bar, and hours were lengthened on 
Saturdays.

From 1977 to 1985, Tony returned to 
his passion for building and went to work 
for McAnalen in Washington, Pa., as a 
laborer, performing heavy commercial 
construction throughout Western Penn-
sylvania. Not done yet, and always loving 
to be busy, he worked in construction for 
H&M Engineering in the 1980s and 1990s. 
Still not content to retire completely, in 
September 1998 Tony joined the staff at 
the SNPJ Home Office in Imperial, Pa., 
performing general maintenance duties on 
a part-time basis through 2012. 

SNPJ played a big role in Tony’s 
life, and likewise, he made a significant 
impact on SNPJ. He, along with several 
others, advocated the development of a 
Slovenian gathering place between Pitts-
burgh and Cleveland which became the 
SNPJ Campsite, now better known as the 
SNPJ Recreation Center, in the Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. 

During the 1980s, Tony served as as-
sistant director at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center for two years under Director Bill 
Dornbusch. Tony and Josie bought their 
trailer and became official trailer court 
residents at the SNPJ Recreation Center 
sometime in the 1980s. He was elected 
to the SNPJ Recreation Center Commit-

tee in 1989 and was named an honorary 
committee member in September 2000. 

Tony played a leading role both per-
forming and organizing volunteer work 
at the Recreation Center, completing 
tasks such as painting, carpentry, build-
ing, moving, planting, cleaning... and 
meticulously grooming the courts at the 
SNPJ Balinarena. For many years, Tony 
wore his signature knee pads and carried 
his tape measure at the Balinarena all day 
long, serving as a referee for the Senior 
Week Balina Tournaments, Family Weeks 
Balina Tournaments and SNPJ National 
Balina Tournaments. The knee pads were 
a necessity; the tape measure was a prop, 
carried only to appease zealous competi-
tors – his eye was rarely deceived on even 
the narrowest measurements.

When the SNPJ Slovenefest was intro-
duced in 1982, Tony served as the head 
bartender of the first Slovenefest and for 
many more to follow. He also served 
as Slovenefest chairman, and later co-
chairman with Joe Cvetas, for numerous 
years. Tony was instrumental in adding 
the children’s activities to Slovenefest to 
attract young families to the festival, and he 
and his crew built the wooden dance floors, 
erected the tents, ran the klobase stand, 
organized the beer trucks, and directed 
the parking, among many other duties.

Tony enjoyed an emotional return visit 
to Slovenia in the 1990s during the SNPJ 
Slovenia excursion, marking his first visit 
since he left Slovenia at the age of four.

Tony served as Region 3 Vice Presi-
dent on the SNPJ National Board from 
1993-1994. From 1987-1994 he served as 

treasurer of the SNPJ Slovene Speaking 
Federation of Western Pennsylvania, then 
was elected president in 1995. In 1996, 
the Federation was renamed the Slovene 
Federation of SNPJ Lodges of Western 
Pennsylvania, and Tony served as Federa-
tion president from 1996 through 2012. He 
was honored to serve as a delegate to the 
SNPJ National Conventions in 1990 and 
1994, and he was most proud when his 
granddaughter, Julie Rockwell, won the 
title of Miss SNPJ in July 2015.

Bro. Bole is survived by his wife of 
58 years, Josephine Frances Bole; two 
daughters, Janice (Bob) Rockwell of 
Middletown, Md., and Darla Bole of 
Nashville; a sister, Jennie Bole Durkt; 
a nephew, George (Linda) Durkt Jr. and 
family; and his grandchildren, Julie and 
Robbie Rockwell.

Bro. Bole’s legacy is as a true fra-
ternalist in every sense of the word. His 
contribution to SNPJ and his Slovenian 
heritage in many areas and at all levels is 
immeasurable. His attendance at events 
and gatherings brought much enjoyment 
and many fun times. Always a strong be-
liever in the SNPJ youth and young adults, 
his support was very instrumental in their 
success and greatly appreciated. On behalf 
of the SNPJ, we extend our sympathies to 
Bro. Bole’s family, relatives and friends.

The family is planning to hold a cel-
ebration of life gathering in honor of Tony 
in the upcoming months and will announce 
the details at a later date. In lieu of flowers, 
the family suggests donations to the SNPJ 
Recreation Center Cabin Renovation 
Project or to the Slovene Radio Program. 

SNPJ suffers loss of former Board member Bro. Tony Bole

submitted by Luka Zibelnik
University of Ljubljana

CLEVELAND — My name is 
Luka Zibelnik and I was sent by 
the Center for Slovene as Sec-
ond/Foreign Language at the 
University of Ljubljana, Slo-
venia, to instruct a Slovenian 
language course in Cleveland.

Over the past three years 
I’ve created an online program 
for learning Slovenian. It was 
originally intended for Cleve-
land State University and non- 
credit continuing education 
students, but my college has 
decided to open this program to 
everyone for the same price as 

continuing education classes.
This course is for Slove-

nian descendants, friends and 
colleagues, partners of Slove-
nians, those who are unable to 
learn the Slovenian language 
through other sources, or those 
who cannot attend regular 
classes due to the restrictions 
of everyday life. The lectures 
are prerecorded and, through 
the Tegrity program, students 
can watch them anytime dur-
ing the week in which they 
are published from anywhere 
with an Internet connection; 
Tegrity can be accessed from 
any computer, laptop, tablet or 

mobile device.
Accompanying the video 

lectures are PowerPoint pre-
sentations (the textbook), a 
Word document with new 
vocabulary, an online tool 
for easy pronunciations, and 
a “Fun & Trivia” folder with 
cultural and historical facts.

Each semester is 16 weeks in 
duration and is completed with 
a final exam. Both the beginner 
(SLN 101 and 102) and inter-
mediate (SLN 201 and 202) 
courses are two semesters in 
length; the fall semester starts 
at the end of August and the 
spring semester starts in Janu-

ary. The lectures are in English, 
and Slovenian is spoken by a 
native speaker (myself) and 
an English speaker (my wife).

For the non-credit (continu-
ing education) students, the 
price is $425 per semester. 
If you are taking this course 
for credit points, you must 
consult with Cleveland State 
University’s Admissions and 
Registrars Office. The lecture-
ships provided by the Center for 
Slovene as a Second/Foreign 
Language at the University 
of Ljubljana are not-for-profit.

For information  visit  www.
onlineslovenian.com.

Learn the Slovenian language online at your leisure
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Badger Jabber
by BOB SMOLE

Lodge 584

MILWAuKEE — What a strange 
regular meeting it was for Badger Lodge 
584 on Aug. 11. The temperature was in 
the mid-90s and the meeting hall had 
no air conditioning! All the members 
were screaming – yes, screaming! – for 
the cool, refreshing effects of ice cream. 
Fortunately, this meeting was our annual 
ice cream social.

President Tim Donovan managed to 
call the meeting to order at 7 p.m. as 
scheduled. After the reading and approval 
of the previous meeting’s minutes and the 
secretary and treasurer reports, we had 
the pleasure of hearing a few oral reports. 
John Bolka gave his report regarding 
his Lodge representation at this year’s 
Young Adult Conference. Bailey Phalen 
and Karen Bolka both reported on their 
experiences as Lodge representatives at 
the TEL Workshop. All three indicated 
that they had a great time at the beautiful 
SNPJ Recreation Center in Pennsylvania 
and they’re all looking forward to future 
involvement as Lodge representatives.  
Bailey Phalen expressed his gratitude to 
the Lodge since this was his last year of 

eligibility for the TEL Workshop. He is 
looking forward to being nominated and 
accepted by the Lodge for the Young Adult 
Conference next year.

The meeting was missing an important 
part of our Lodge as Bro. Bob Alpner was 
absent. Bro. Alpner is experiencing some 
heart health issues and was advised by his 
doctor not to drive or over-exert himself. 
As a result, Bro. Alpner had to make some 
serious activity-changing decisions. At the 
present time he is trying to follow his doc-
tor’s orders by recuperating at home until 
further hurtles are addressed. Hopefully 
after Bro. Alpner is resituated, arrange-
ments can be made so that he can attend 
our regular meetings.

Bob and his late wife Marge were an 
intricate part of the Badger Lodge and the 
Slovenian community for many years. Bro. 
Alpner is an avid bowler and has enjoyed 
participating in the sport for as many 
years as I’ve known him. He was also 
the Badger Lodge’s official coffee maker 
and, fortunately, he passed on the secret 
recipe to an unnamed Lodge member. Best 
wishes to Bro. Alpner and we hope things 
will turn for the better.

It was also reported that the Milwaukee 
Slovenian Retirees Club is disbanding. 
This was decided at their last meeting 
because of the lack of interest from the 
membership to find officers for the coming 

year. The current officers are aging and do 
not want to commit to another year of ser-
vice, so it was decided to disband. This is 
another sad ending to a list of organizations 
in the Milwaukee Slovenian community. 
The younger generation never became 
interested enough in these organizations 
to keep them afloat. It is a sad trend that, 
if not changed, will be the tendency of 
the future. We need new, young leaders!

There were no birthdays to celebrate 
at the August meeting. The attendance 
awards were won by John D. Bolka and 
Bailey Phalen. An extra door prize, do-
nated by Sis. Jan and Bro. Tom Gehm, 
was won by our guest, Lisa Bolka. Even 
though the fan was on full blast, the room 
temperature was on the rise and holding off 
on the coveted ice cream could not be put 
off any longer. The meeting was adjourned 
and the ice cream was finally served. A 
number of toppings were available to make 
our sundaes more delicious. Coffee and 
several donated desserts of cookies and 
cream puffs were also available.

The regular September Badger Lodge 
584 meeting will happen on Thursday, 
Sept. 8. Mary Queen of Heaven hall, 2360 
S. 106th St. in West Allis, Wis., will be 
the place and 7 p.m. will be the starting 
time. As usual, a coffee and dessert social 
will follow the meeting. Hope to see you 
all there.

by JEAN KOCI 
Lodge 786 Secretary/Treasurer

ORANGE COuNTY, Calif. 
— It has been a busy summer 
in California for our Orange 
Coast Lodge 786 members. 
Our beaches have been a fa-
vorite place for many visitors, 
not only from overseas but 
from other parts of the West.

I’m happy to report that 
our three delegates to the TEL 
Workshop traveled safely to 
and from the SNPJ Recre-
ation Center. Jacob Fajnor 
sent a note of thanks and told 
me about enjoying his third 
experience in Pennsylvania. 
Summer Nunez wrote about 
the awesome opportunity she 
had at TEL, making friends 
and learning to work with 
different people. She loved the 
hayride, the Slovenian culture 
and the beautiful camp. Devin 
Leathers, who had hoped to 
attend last year but was just 
a tad too young, finally made 
it this year. He and Summer 
traveled together from Orange 
County. It was nice that the 

parents communicated via e-
mail to keep tabs on the kids, 
at least during their travel 
time. Jacob served as a sort-
of big brother to the younger 
two, so we thank him for that. 
It just goes to prove that these 
experiences make the leaders 
of our Society.

As I write this, Dorothy 
Jerneycic will soon be home 
from a long awaited visit with 
old friends and students whom 
she met many years ago as a 
young adult while volunteer-
ing as a teacher in Jamaica. 
All these years later, she still 
keeps in contact with the 
friends she made during her 
time there. Dorothy just cel-
ebrated a milestone birthday 
in July, so this trip was like 
the “icing on the cake.”

The next Orange Coast 
Lodge 786 meeting will be 
held Sunday, Sept. 11, start-
ing at 1 p.m. at the home of 
Fred Mlakar, 13592 Onkayha 
Cir. in Irvine, Calif. It’s just a 
short distance east of the I-5 
off the Culver exit. For direc-

tions phone (949) 654-8229. 
Please bring a potluck dish to 
share, as is customary for our 
meetings and socials.

At this meeting we will 
discuss the possibility of at-
tending another L.A. Kings 
hockey game in January, as 
well as attempt to schedule a 
Family Twosome bowling and 
social date in November. This 
is usually held the Friday after 
Thanksgiving, but we had a 
small attendance last year so 
we’ll see what the consensus 
might be.

We’ll also be kicking off 
our charitable project for 
2016, which is a fund through 
the Roosters Foundation of 
Orange County. The founda-
tion supports many small-
but-worthy causes that help 
families and children, but do 
not have sufficient resources 
or government funding. The 
Roosters are able to raise 
funds and generously offer 
aid to these groups. I will 
have flyers with more details 
at the meeting.

Julie Nagode is once again 
the chairperson for our chari-
table project, which will 
coincide with our Make a 
Difference Day project for 
this year. If you wish to sup-
port this project, please send 
checks made payable either 
to “Roosters Foundation” or 
“SNPJ Lodge 786” to me, Jean 
Koci, at 29476 Vista Plaza Dr.,  
Laguna Niguel, CA  92677. 
We will make certain that your 
donation is included with our 
contribution.

It was good to have some 
of our young adults home for 
a while. James Koci spent 
most of the summer home and 
is now back in Indiana. Sara 
Lundgren had a short break 
and is back in New Hamp-
shire, while Garret Jancich 
returned to work in New York.

We send our best to Paul 
Jensen, who has not been 
well. He is under the watchful 
care of several doctors and 
his daily caregiver and wife, 
Mary Lou.

Plans are in the works for 

Lodge 786 members JONATHAN, KRISTA, EVANDER and 
ISAIAH LAWSON treated their visitors from Idrija, Slovenia, 
Marko, Milana, Miha, Ziga and Tine Govekar, with a visit to 
the tide pools at Crystal Cove in Laguna Beach, Calif. 

Orange Coast Lodge 786 members winding down their summer activities
the annual Vinska Trgatev, 
hosted by the Federation of 
California Lodges, to be held 
Sunday, Nov. 6, at the Slovene 
Hall in Fontana, Calif. We 
are looking forward to a nice 
turnout again this year, so 

mark your calendar and plan 
to attend. Also mark your 
calendar for the Orange Coast 
Lodge 786 Christmas party 
on Sunday, Dec. 4, in Laguna 
Woods, Calif.

Keep smiling!

by BARBARA ELERSICH
Lodge 5

KIRTLAND, Ohio — Do 
you like goulash and polenta? 
Then boy are you in luck! On 
Sept. 11, the Ladies Auxiliary 
of the SNPJ Farm is holding 
their annual goulash and 
polenta dinner at the SNPJ 
Farm, 10946 Heath Road in 
Kirtland. Beginning at 2 p.m., 
goulash will be served along 
with roast beef and klobase 
dinners for only $9 (admis-
sion not included).

After dinner, stick around 
to dance to the music of the 
Bob Kravos Orchestra from 
3 to 7 p.m. The usual lineup 
of beverages will also be 
available, as well as kranjska 
klobase, hot dogs and krofe.

Don’t miss one of the last 
chances this season to enjoy 
a great afternoon at the SNPJ 
Farm with music, food and 
friends. See you there!

For more information 
please call Barbara Elersich 
at (440) 257-2540.

Farm Auxiliary serving 
a goulash, polenta feast

Photo submitted by Sis. Janina Hribar (1). 

A Little Luck, A Lot of Fun for Lodge 1 
Lodge 1 members recently participated in a fun-filled day 
at Hammond Casino in Hammond, Ind. As luck would have 
it, no one hit the big jackpot. Some walked away with a 
little more than they walked in with, but everyone walked 
away with – at the very least – a winning smile. Afterward, 
members and friends enjoyed a prime rib dinner and 
discussed plans to attend the Aug. 21 Chicago District 
Federation picnic.

by LILLIAN CENTA 
Lodge 158

CLEVELAND — Would you 
like to learn the Slovenian 
language, or continue what 
you learned as a child? Would 
you like to visit Slovenia and 
be able to converse with the 
people? A number of St. Vi-

tus Adult Slovenian School 
students have already been 
to Slovenia, met relatives and 
were able to use their knowl-
edge of the language.

Classes will start again in 
September with three levels: 
beginner, intermediate and 
advanced. Tuition is $50 per 

semester, and the classes use 
textbooks from Slovenia which 
are purchased separately from 
the instructor.

Classes meet every other 
Saturday morning from 9:15 
until 11:45 a.m. with a short 
coffee break. The location 
is St. Martin de Porres High 

School (formerly, St. Vitus 
School), 6111 Lausche Ave., 
Cleveland.

For more information con-
tact Lillian at (216) 289-7253, 
or e-mail elcenta@sbcglobal.
net; or Majda at (440) 823-
2874, or e-mail stalerka2@
yahoo.com.

St. Vitus Slovenian class will resume in September

by DOUG ELERSICH (566)
Zarja Slovenian Singing Society

EuCLID, Ohio — We know 
there are a lot of things that 
are 100 years old or older, 
but now there’s another one 
to add to the list — the Zarja 
Slovenian Singing Society!

At 100, we’re still alive and 
singing (I’ll bet you thought 
I was going to say kicking), 
and will be celebrating our 

centennial at our annual Fall 
Concert on Sunday, Oct. 30, at 
the Slovenian Society Home 
in Euclid.

The program will begin 
at 3 p.m. Afterward, Patty 
C & The Guys will play for 
listening and dancing.

Please keep the date 
open so you can join in our 
celebration. More details 
will follow.

Zarja singers celebrate
their centennial Oct. 30

SNPJ offers Roth IRAs 
in addition to our regular 

IRAs and annuities to help 
build a safe financial future 

for you and your family. 
We’ve helped build secure 
futures for our members 

for over a century. Phone 
1-800-843-7675 and we’ll 
be happy to help you too.

money... and it’s up to you whether 
you pay now or pay later.

Uncle Sam wants your 
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S N P J   F r a t e r n a l

Members celebrating 50, 60, 70 and 80 years with the Slovene National Benefit Society

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President

Of the 2,000 life insurance companies and 
fraternal benefit societies operating in the 
U.S., less than 100 have been in existence 

as long as the SNPJ. As a not-for-profit fraternal 
benefit society, we have successfully provided life 
insurance to our members since 1904, along with a 
full package of social, athletic and cultural programs, 
scholarships, community service projects, and much 
more. SNPJ also offers annuities that can be used 
for IRAs and Roth IRAs.

Our more than 110 years of longevity and success 
have been made possible by the loyalty and dedica-
tion of our members. The SNPJ’s engine may have 
been built and its direction set by  its founders and 
subsequent leaders, but its path has been traveled, 
cleared and paved by our dedicated members.

As a way to show respect and appreciation to 
our longtime and loyal members, we recognize 

membership milestones with a custom gift. The 
years of membership are counted in terms of adult 
membership years, not including youth enrollment 
years. These milestones of recognition include 50, 
60, 70 and 80 years of adult membership.

We ask our Fraternal Honorees, once they have 
received their awards from the Society, to submit a 
short report on their past and present lifestyle, includ-
ing their Lodge affiliation, hobbies and any other 
information that might be of interest to our readers.

In acknowledging these dedicated members, it is 
our privilege to show respect for these honorees by 
offering our thanks and appreciation for the loyalty 
they have shown the SNPJ for so many years. In this 
small way, through our offical SNPJ publication, we 
can etch their names even deeper into the archives 
of the Slovene National Benefit Society.

On behalf of the entire membership, we extend 
our congratulations to those members reaching these 
anniversary milestones. 

Sis. VERA SWITALSKI
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. PATRICIA HARPER
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. ROSE BURGER
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. MILDRED ROWE
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. PATRICIA HARPER
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. VERA SWITALSKI
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. MILDRED ROWE
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. ROSE BURGER
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. ROSE BURGER (584)Sis. NORELLA PARKER (225)

Sis. SHIRLEY DICIAULA (584)

• Seventy-year SNPJ member 
Sis. MARGARET BROBECK was 
recognized by the Society and Sy-
gan, Pa., Lodge 6 for her longtime 
membership. Sis. Brobeck writes:

“My name is Margaret Jean Sim-
one Brobeck and I am a 70-year 
SNPJ member. I was born June 22, 
1928. I’m 88 years old and currently 
reside at the Woodcrest Retire-
ment Complex in Coraopolis, Pa.

“I married Frederick J. Brobeck 
on Oct. 19, 1949. He passed away 
on March 23, 2013. I have two 
children, Kenneth and Bernadette, 
three grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.

“I thank you for the 70-year gift 
that I received, and thank you kindly 
for remembering me.”

Sis. MARGARET BROBECK
Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6

Coraopolis, PA

• Sis. HELEN YAWORSKI, a 60-
year SNPJ member, was honored 
by Glenshaw, Pa., Lodge 782 and 
the Society. Sis. Yaworski writes:

“I was delighted to receive the 
lifetime guarantee quill pen mark-
ing my 60-year membership with 
SNPJ. Thank you for remembering 
me with this momento.

“My father was treasurer of our 
local SNPJ Lodge when I was a 
child, and I remember all of the 
people that visited our home to 
pay their dues. They all seemed 
like family and were happy that 
SNPJ offered life insurance at such 
a reasonable rate.”

Sis. HELEN YAWORSKI
Glenshaw, Pa., Lodge 782

Tarentum, PA

• As a 60-year member of SNPJ, 
Sis. VERA SWITALSKI was rec-
ognized by Milwaukee Lodge 584 
and the Slovene National Benefit 
Society. Sis. Switalski writes:

“It has been an honor to be a 
member of the SNPJ organization 
for all these years. I can thank my 
parents, Matt and Jennie Zelesni-
kar, and their love of their heritage 
for my membership in the Society. 
I can remember participating in 
Youth Circle activities as a young-
ster and celebrating National SNPJ 
Days. In fact, I was a participant 
in the first Miss SNPJ Pageant 
held in Chicago along with two of 
my cousins. Those were the good 
old days!

“My husband Bob and I will be 
married 55 years in December. 
We have three children and four 
grandchildren who are the loves of 
our lives. I was a teacher during 
my working years, and still help out 
at a school and do some tutoring; 
once a teacher, always a teacher! 
My hobbies are reading, cooking 
and quilting. I’m also involved with 
several church projects. Bob and I 
love to dance and have attended 
Slovenefest at the SNPJ Recre-
ation Center several times. We 
also attend the Illinois Polka Fest 
each year.

“I’m currently studying geneal-
ogy to try and find my roots. I have 
joined the SGSI and look forward 
to visiting Cleveland to become 
more involved. I’m so happy to be 

a Slovenian because of our great 
music and our wonderful heritage.”

Sis. VERA SWITALSKI
Milwaukee Lodge 584

Dousman, WI

• Yukon, Pa., Lodge 729 and SNPJ 
honored Bro. ALBERT POTISEK 
for attaining 70 years of member-
ship. Bro. Potisek writes:

“I want to thank SNPJ for the 70-
year membership gift of a blanket.

“I was born in Bentleyville, Pa., 
in 1928. I was in the U.S. Army dur-
ing the Korean War, and traveled 
to both Korea and Japan. After the 
war I worked for the railroad for 
40 years and retired in May 1988.

“Since retiring I’ve traveled 
throughout the U.S., including 
Ohio, New York, California, Ne-
vada, Texas, Louisiana, Florida 
and Hawaii. In addition, I’ve been 
to Canada and Mexico. I also flew 
into Dubrovnik, Croatia, and trav-
eled to Ljubljana, Slovenia, to visit 
family. I was even able to see the 
area where my mother was born.

“Recently I have been involved 
in activities at the local senior cen-
ter and Legion. I like to play balina, 
euchre and pinochle, and listen to 
polkas. I’m continuing to enjoy my 
28 years of retirement!”

Bro. ALBERT POTISEK
Yukon, Pa., Lodge 729

Belle Vernon, PA

• Seventy-year SNPJ member Sis. 
NORELLA PARKER was recog-
nized by the Society and Girard, 
Kan., Lodge 225 for her longtime 
membership.

Norella Korosec Parker retired 
after a long career in banking. She 
and her late husband John worked 
together. Sis. Parker resides with 
family in Frontenac, Kan.

Sis. NORELLA PARKER
Girard, Kan., Lodge 225

Frontenac, KS

• Sis. PATRICIA HARPER, a 60-
year SNPJ member, was honored 
by Girard, Ohio, Lodge 643 and the 
Society. Sis. Harper writes:

“Thank you so much for the 
beautiful quill pen as a 60-year 
membership award.

“I grew up in Girard, where my 
father, Tony Kren Sr., was secretary 
of SNPJ Lodge 643. I have fond 
memories of Lodge and Youth 
Circle meetings, volunteering for 
local and national SNPJ events, 
summer picnics at Strasmeyer’s 
Picnic Grounds, youth conventions 
and many polka dances, especially 
with the Pecon-Hribar Band from 
Cleveland.

“I am proud of my Slovenian 
heritage, and traveled to Slovenia 
in the ‘70s on a charter flight to 
enjoy Alpine skiing. My mother 
Sophie taught me how to cook 
Slovenian-style, and I have passed 
this on to my children.

“My three children, Tom, Kristie 
and Katie, were born and raised in 
Colorado. My husband Rick and I 

still live Colorado, and part-time in 
New Mexico. My brothers, Joe and 
Larry Kren, still reside in Girard, as 
did my late brother, Tony Kren Jr.

“The values and work ethics I 
received from SNPJ, in addition 
to my parents’ strong influences, 
have served me well and have 
blessed me and my family.”

Sis. PATRICIA HARPER
Girard, Ohio, Lodge 643

Boulder, CO

• As a 70-year member of SNPJ, 
Sis. MILDRED RANDELL was rec-
ognized by Girard, Kan., Lodge 225 
and the Slovene National Benefit 
Society. Her family congratulates 
her on this honor.

Sis. Mildred “Millie” Randell 
married her high school love, 
Bob Randell of Kansas City, Kan. 
She and Bob were married for 63 
years until he passed peacefully in 
November 2013. Millie graduated 
from Kansas University in 1950 
with a degree in journalism. She 
worked at Capper Publications and 
as a senator’s secretary in Topeka, 
Kan., but her main career choice 
was raising her three daughters, 
Debbie, Myra and Linda.

In 1967, Millie, Bob and the girls 
moved to Sydney, Australia, then to 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, in 1973. 
The family returned to Topeka in 
1975, where Millie was an active 
volunteer in church and at school. 
She rarely took time for herself; her 
family, friends and civic organiza-
tions always took top priority.

Sis. Randell is a grandmother to 
Myra’s three children from Austin, 
Texas: Randell, Roslyn and Rich-
ard. She is also a great-grandmoth-
er to Linda’s step-grandchildren 
from Phoenix: Jordan, James and 
Gabriella.

Millie and Bob moved from To-
peka to an assisted living facility 
in the Kansas City area in August 
2013, where Millie still resides. 
She has made new friends, stays 
busy with outings and activities, 
and is adored by the staff at her 
residence. Sis. Randell’s family 
and friends now get to pamper her 
for a change!

Sis. MILDRED RANDELL
Girard, Kan., Lodge 225

Shawnee, KS

• The former Lodge 268 in Ely, 
Minn., and SNPJ honored Sis. 
ROSE BURGER for attaining 
80-years of Society membership.

Sis. Burger’s husband of 60 
years, Albert “Honey” Burger, died 
in 2002 and her youngest son, Al-
bert Jr., died in 2004. For the last 
four years, she has been a resident 
at River Hill Assisted Living, which 
is less than a quarter-mile from her 
childhood home and her home with 
Honey for over 60 years.

Rose has two sons living who 
are both married, seven grand-
children, 15 great-grandchildren 
and a special niece who has two 
children. She enjoys good health 
and has many visitors at River Hill.

In May of 2016, Sis. Burger’s 

membership transferred from the 
former Lodge 268 to SNPJ Lodge 
584 in Milwaukee. The Society 
and PROSVETA continue to be 
an important part of her life.

Sis. ROSE BURGER
Milwaukee Lodge 584

Duluth, MN

• Seventy-year SNPJ member Sis. 
MILDRED ROWE was recognized 
by the Society and Grass Valley, 
Calif., Lodge 745 for her longtime 
membership. Sis. Rowe writes:

“How wonderful to celebrate 
70 years with SNPJ! Thank you 
for the embroidered blanket com-
memorating this milestone.

“I was born in Klein, Mont., on 
Oct. 7, 1927, and I am a lifelong 
SNPJ member. My mother was 
born to a farming family in Mon-
tana and my dad emigrated from 
Slovenia. He traveled through Ellis 
Island and arrived in Klein to work 
in the mines. We lived in Montana 
until 1934, when we followed a 
group of fellow miners to Grass 
Valley, Calif., to work in the gold 
mines. My dad was employed as 
a hard-rock miner by the Newmont 
Mining Company.

“For many years my father 
was president of Lodge 745. The 
meetings were held at our house 
and were always well attended. A 
great memory is the monthly ar-
rival of the SNPJ youth member 
magazine The Voice of Youth. My 
favorite part of the magazine was 
the pen-pal section.

“When I was 8 years old, I de-
cided I wanted a pen-pal. From 
The Voice of Youth list, I chose 
Rosalie (Janizac) Semenchuck 
from an SNPJ Lodge in Euclid, 
Ohio. I was so thrilled when she 
answered my letter! Who would 
ever believe that we would become 
lifelong friends, corresponding for 
over 80 years?  I can still count 
on Rosalie to send home-baked 
potica at Christmas.  Rosalie and 
her mother visited Grass Valley 
in the summer of 1945, and we 
reconnected for another visit in 
2013. We are both 88 years young 
and remain SNPJ pen-pals.

“I enjoyed serving as Lodge 
secretary for more than 20 years. 

My family has benefited from the 
relationships we established with 
Lodge friends and family. I am 
proud to be part of the history of 
SNPJ and continue to celebrate 
our rich cultural heritage. Many 
thanks to the leadership of Lodge 
745 for recognizing my 70-year 
membership anniversary.”

Sis. MILDRED ROWE
Grass Valley Lodge 745

Grass Valley, CA

• Sis. SHIRLEY DICIAULA, a 70-
year SNPJ member, was honored 
by Milwaukee Lodge 584 and the 
Society. Sis. Diciaula writes:

“Thank you for the letter and the 
blanket celebrating my 70th year 
as a member.

“In honor of my Slovenian 
grandparents, my parents, Frank 
and Irene Breznik, enrolled me, 
my brother and my sister at a very 
early age. I remember singing in 
the youth choir, making friends at 
Vieau School, and getting to know 
other members, like the Schweiger 
and Poklar families, during our 
many gatherings.

“I still look forward to receiv-
ing PROSVETA. I celebrated 63 
wonderful years of marriage to my 
late husband, Nick Diciaula, and 
I am blessed with four wonderful 
children, nine grandchildren and 
six great-grandchildren.”

Sis. SHIRLEY DICIAULA
Milwaukee Lodge 584

Wauwatosa, WI

Bro. ALBERT POTISEK (729)

Sis. PATRICIA HARPER (643)

Sis. MILDRED RANDELL (225)

Sis. MILDRED ROWE (745)
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50-Year Members
September 2016
 Lodge Member
 A02 Dennis G. Friday
 33 Frances L. Uhernik
 34 John C. Hart
 138 Mary Lee Neill
 225 Joyce E. Harmison
 225 Agnes J. Goodman
 274 Shirley M. Gall
 577 Louis W. Alfonso
 584 Michael J. Turk

Lodge Member
 626 Robert J. Sliman
 677 Mary A. Stroka
 715 Francine C. Previc
 770 Diane M. May
 776 Michael L. Scungio
 776 Raymond Klimchuk
 776 Edward E. Snyder
 776 Henrietta M. Snyder

60-Year Members
September 2016
 Lodge Member
 FD4 Frank J. Fetsko
 6 Nancy Carol Chicchi
 106 Paul G. Tomko
 138 Frances B. Keibler
 158 Charles R. Znidarsic
 254 Thomas G. Serokman

Lodge Member
 257 Alexandria Warden
 449 Darla L. Shaw
 562 Stephen J. Gazdik
 564 Victor Hribar
 576 John L. Maizel
 776 Marie Fabich

 Lodge Member
 6 Elizabeth A. Fenosiff
 8 LaVerne E. Mysker
 31 Lois V. Yukich
 33 Kathryn M. Walters
 158 Nada A. Kustis
 254 Dorothy Cebron
 257 Florence Just

70-Year Members
September 2016

Lodge Member
 304 Dorothy J. O’Haire
 566 Leonard M. Jaklich
 584 Josephine Vidmar
 686 Michael C. Mesich
 749 Barbara E. Lees
 749 Irene Cebron

 Lodge Member
 158 Mary Sawyer
 584 Mary O. Pribanich

80-Year Members
September 2016

Region 3 fraternal activity a hit with the crowd
by LINDA GORJUP (158)

SNPJ Region 3 Vice President

EuCLID, Ohio — Region 3 
Vice President Linda Gorjup 
hosted the annual Slovene 
Heritage Night at the Lake 
County Captains ballpark 
on Aug. 15. The Captains, a 
Class A team for our Cleveland 
Indians, played a great game 
against the West Michigan 
Whitecaps and won 2-1.

The gates opened at 6 p.m. 
and the crowd was treated to 
the sounds of the button box 
and accordion played by Patty 
Candela and Joe Strukel, re-
spectively. Fraternal Director 
Kevin Richards was on the field 
at 6:50 p.m. to give the crowd a 
brief speech about SNPJ. At 7 
p.m. the festivities began with 
the first pitch thrown out by 
Miss SNPJ 2017 Betty Hart-
man (138). Also throwing out 
a first pitch was Slovenian Con-
sul General Andrej Rode. He 
must have practiced because 
he threw a perfect strike over 

SNPJ Region 3 members enjoyed a night at the ballpark on 
Aug. 15 for Slovene Heritage Night, and they proudly hosted 
Slovenian Consul General Andrej Rode and his family.

home plate. Kevin also got to 
throw out a first pitch. 

Next we were treated to 
the Zarja chorus singing the 
Slovenian national anthem. 
During the song, Consul Rode, 
his wife Monika and their three 
children held the Slovenian flag 
on the field. It was quite a sight.

During the end of the sec-
ond inning, there was a polka 
contest. Three couples braved 
their way onto the field and 
showed the crowd what real 
dancing is! Dave and Susan 
won the contest. You can see 
them dancing the afternoon 
away at the SNPJ Farm in 
Kirtland, Ohio, every Sunday 
in the summer.

We had around 120 Slo-
venians in attendance who 
were each treated to a $2 food 
voucher. It just so happens that 
Monday night at the ballpark 
is dollar dog and dollar beer 
night. What a deal!

Also participating in the 
event were National Board 

member Lou Novak and many 
local Lodge secretaries, in-
cluding Gerri Trebets and Lee 
Jackopin to name a few. Lou, 
Gerri and Lee did a great job 
rounding up their members to 
attend. They sold a total of 41 
tickets. Thanks so much. We 
were even pleased to see for-
mer National Board member 
Dorothy Gorjup at the game. 

She helped hold down the fort 
at the SNPJ table. It was also a 
pleasure to meet Miss SNPJ’s 
parents, Mary Jo and Paul 
Hartman.

Again, I’d like to thank 
everyone who attended and 
helped make this event extra 
special. We’ll see y’all next 
year; watch ProSveTA for 
the date.

by DARCY BRAND 
Lodge 6

SYGAN, Pa. — I hope everyone has 
been enjoying the beautiful weather 
we’ve had this summer. Speaking of 
good weather, the 2016 SNPJ Young 
Adult Conference weekend was just 
that! But sunshine and clear skies 
weren’t the only things going on that 
weekend, as the delegates had an amaz-
ing time helping the SNPJ Recreation 
Center staff prepare the grounds for the 
upcoming annual Slovenefest.

Our first project was Adopt-A-
Highway along Route 108. With the 
help of PennDOT, we were able to 
clean the road by clearing all the litter. 
It always feels good to make our Earth 
a little cleaner. Our second project was 
to plant flowers in the entrance. Thanks 
to the many donations from local 
Lodges, we were also able to assemble 
over 100 SNPJ backpacks filled with 
various children’s toys and activities, as 
well as snacks and goodies! They were 
delivered to under privileged families 
in area school districts.

Our last and biggest project was 
painting the admission trailer, ad-
mission booth and sign to the main 
building. All delegates were able to 
join forces and put a solid day’s work 
in on Saturday. The weekend’s slogan 
seemed to be “Teamwork Makes the 
Dream Work!” It was a great feeling 
to see everyone come together to ac-
complish some great projects.

We’d like to extend a big thanks 
to Nathan Bucar (142) for being this 
year’s YAC Chairman, and to Fraternal 
Director Kevin Richards for running 
such a fantastic weekend. We’d also 
like to thank David Jones and his 
kitchen staff for the delicious meals 
they provided, and Jeff Wisniewski and 
Director Tim Jergel for having all of 
the necessary painting supplies ready 
for us to complete those big projects.

This year was my ninth Young Adult 
Conference, and I have attended Youth 
Roundup and the TEL Workshop since 
I was a young girl.  Although we are all 
happy to have been so successful and 
productive, the YAC isn’t just about 
the work we do. It’s an opportunity 
for SNPJ young adult members from 
around the country to get together for 
a weekend of friendship and fraternal 
spirit. I am very grateful to call so many 
amazing people I’ve met through this 
organization good friends, and I look 
forward to seeing them at the YAC 
every year.

If you are an SNPJ young adult 
member, know that there is always a 
spot for you at the conference! Make 
sure to talk to your Lodge officers next 
year about representing the Lodge 
as a delegate. It’s both an honor and 
privilege to be elected as a delegate.

I can’t wait to see the projects and 
good times the 2017 Young Adult 
Conference has in store. I hope to see 
you all next year!

It was a busy – and rewarding – weekend for 
the Young Adult Conference delegates who 
participated in several work projects, including 
a spruce-up of the SNPJ Recreation Center in 
preparation for Slovenefest weekend.

Young Adult Conference a rewarding weekend

The SNPJ Farm
2016 Dance Schedule

Sept. 5 Val Pawlowski’s Polka Radio Show
  Benefit Dance & Pig Roast  1 to 7
  Eddie Rodick & Frank Stanger bands
Sept. 11 SNPJ Ladies Auxiliary
  Goulash & Polenta Dinner  3 to 7
  Bob Kravos Band
Sept. 14 Polka Hall of Fame Picnic  12 to 8
  Slovenian Sausage Festival  
Sept. 18 Friends of the Farm Picnic  3 to 7
  Patty C & The Guys
Sept. 25 Slovenian Grape Festival  2:45 to 7
  Joey Tomsick Band

Dancers enjoy the finest in Cleveland-style polkas and 
waltzes at the SNPJ Farm. The Farm features the best-
known names in polka music, plus down-home dining. 
Gates open at noon. Dinners served Sundays starting 
at 2 p.m. with music and dancing from 3 to 7 p.m. The 
bar opens at 1 p.m. Sunday picnic admission is $8. Rent 
the SNPJ Farm for your special functions! For additional 
information phone (440) 256-3423 or (440) 461-6476.

SNPJ Farm, 10946 Heath Road, Kirtland, Ohio
off Chardon Road (Route 6), three miles east of Route 306
For information phone (440) 256-3423 or (440) 461-6476

CORRECTION 
In the July 1 PROSVETA article “2016 Gorjup Open tees 
off with 85 on the course,” the women’s low net champ was 
incorrectly identified. The 2016 Gorjup Open women’s low 
net champion was Jennifer Fetcko (138) with a score of 57.

The cookbook compiled by the SNPJ 
Heritage Center is available for pur-
chase. For additional information, 
contact the SNPJ Recreation Center 
toll-free at 1-877-767-5732.

$20 each
plus $3 s/h for first 2 copies

For 3 or more books,
add $1 shipping for each copy.

Name _________________________________________

Address _______________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________

Phone __________________  Number of copies _______

Return this order form to:
SNPJ Heritage Center • 270 Martin Road • Enon Valley, PA  16120

Cookbook for
the Ages

Make check or money order payable to SNPJ Heritage Center.

Important figures to consider...
29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

1-800-843-7675

If your coverage is over 5 years old
contact SNPJ for a policy review.

!

Photo submitted 
by Bro. Ed Tomsic (218). 

Revived Memories 
of Old-time Picnics 
Happy memories include 
the traditional picnics of 
years past, when you 
threw together the basics 
and headed for the hills. 
You’d take what sounded 
good: baked chicken, 
rolls, baked beans, potato 
salad, cupcakes, iced tea, 
watermelon and ice cream. 
The members of Denver 
Lodge 218 decided to hold 
a traditional picnic, and the 
food was thoroughly enjoyed.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

I just wanted to reach out and share with 
the greater community the true fraternal-
ism that is SNPJ:

Our son attended the TEL Workshop at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center in Enon Val-
ley, Pa., a few weeks ago. He traveled on his 
own by air and was stranded at Pittsburgh 
International Airport for about six hours 
when his return flight was delayed due to 
inclement weather. During that time, he 
kept in touch with us by texting and calling 
as we tried to figure out a way to get him 
home. However, as evening approached, 
the possibilities grew few.

That’s when Jacob said, “Let me call 
one of the kids from TEL and see if I can 
crash on a couch.” He did just that, and 
within an hour he was on his way to the 
home of a pal from Irwin, Pa. (Pittsburgh), 
Lodge 41. And forget about the couch – 
Jacob was provided with his own private 
guest room and bath. 

It’s great knowing SNPJ has enabled 
our teenage son to learn to deal with situ-
ations, such as being alone in a faraway 
city, as well as making friends all across 
the country. And what an example of 

PROSVETA welcomes letters to the 
editor from all SNPJ members. All 
submissions to Letters to the Editor 
must include a name, address, Lodge 
and telephone number for verification, 
and all are subject to editing. The views 
expressed in Letters to the Editor are 
those of the contributor and not neces-
sarily those of the Slovene National 
Benefit Society or PROSVETA.

Letters to the Editor submissions should 
be addressed to SNPJ PROSVETA, 
Att’n: Letters to the Editor, 247 West 
Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126. 
Letters may also be faxed to (724) 
695-1555 or e-mailed to prosveta@
snpj.com. Not all letters will be printed 
or individually acknowledged.

Across the miles: Thank you to our friends in SNPJ Lodge 41
fraternalism was set for him that night! 

I know that if Jacob is ever called upon 
to put someone up in a pinch, his answer 
will be, “Where should I pick you up?”

ANA FAJNOR
Lodge 786, Orange County, Calif.

Sisters extend thanks for
Miss SNPJ Pageant support

My sister and I participated in the 2016 
Miss SNPJ Pageant which took place at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center during the 
weekend of Slovenefest. What an awesome 
event this is!

We want to extend an enormous thank 
you to our Lodge 257 for their support and 
generous donation to the pageant.  Thanks 
to all the Lodges that offered their support, 
and to [SNPJ Fraternal Director] Kevin 
Richards for the incredible amount of 
planning he did to make this weekend so 
wonderful. It is a great opportunity for us 
to bond with new friends while celebrating 
our heritage.  

We came to find out that this was the 

first year two sisters had entered the pag-
eant; we really enjoyed doing this together. 
We would like to encourage all the young 
women out there to mark your calendars 
and plan to participate in the Miss SNPJ 
Pageant next summer. It is really great fun!

ALEYNA and BRIDGET GEE
Lodge 257, Cleveland



• Receive $10 for each valid referral submitted.
• Every valid referral earns the recommender
 one chance in the Quarterly Drawing for an
 opportunity to win $100.
• Every valid referral also earns the recommender 

one chance in the Year-end Drawing for an
 opportunity to win $500 cash.

By submitting one valid referral,
you have the opportunity to earn

a total of $610 in cash prizes!

Recommender Benefits

The SNPJ Recommender Program provides an 
opportunity for adult members to encourage 
family, friends, children and acquaintances to join 
the Slovene National Benefit Society and take 
advantage of SNPJ’s competitive products and 
numerous fraternal benefits. Not only will you 
be helping a friend and strengthening our Society, 
you’ll also be receiving benefits yourself.

I would like to introduce
_________________________________________

for SNPJ membership
Please contact: __________________________________________
 (Parent or guardian if under age 18)

Address: _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________

Phone: (             ) _________________________________________

Indicate Preferred Agent ___________________________________
 (Optional)

My Name: ______________________________________________

My Lodge Number: _______________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________

Phone: (             ) _________________________________________

e-mail __________________________________________________

Each individual must be informed that an agent will contact him/her and the referral
must have some interest in SNPJ in order for the recommender to be considered valid.

Complete this coupon and return to
Slovene National Benefit Society

Att’n: Marketing Department
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA 15126

SNPJ Recommender Program
SNPJ Recreation Center 
2016 Dance Schedule
Sept. 4 National SNPJ Days* 2 to 8
  Joe Grkman Orchestra & The Polka Bros.
  (Heritage Pavilion)
Sept. 24 Rec Center Wine & Sausage Fest 2 to 8
  Turcola-Kravos & more

Admission is $5. Dances offer a wood-fired barbecue, 
a farmers market, blind draw bean bag tournament and 
free polka lessons in the dancing booth. Dances are held 
in the upper pavilion unless otherwise noted. Schedule 
is subject to change. For information phone the SNPJ 
Recreation Center at 1-877-767-5732.

*Denotes free dance

Before
After

Rec Center Cabin Renovation Donations
for the month of July 2016
Westmoreland County (PA) Federation
(donated in May 2016) ........................... $1,000
Ronald (604) & Anna Marie Luzar,
Euclid, Ohio .............................................. $500
 In memory of Joseph & Peggy Lipovec
SNPJ Lodge 749, Johnstown, Pa.
(donated in July 2015) .............................. $300
 In memory of deceased Lodge 749 members
Progar Family (138), Perryopolis, Pa. .... $70.50
Ken & Karen Pintar (6), Bridgeville, Pa. ..... $50
 In memory of Joe & Bea Cvetas
Rayne (770) & Jamie Randolph,
Columbiana, Ohio ....................................... $50
David Cvetas (106), Juno Beach, Fla. ........ $50
 In memory of Joe & Bea Cvetas

Darryl Valencic (138), Canonsburg, Pa. ..... $50

Sarah McLendon (106),
Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. ......................... $50
 In memory of Joe & Bea Cvetas

Anonymous cash donations ....................... $40

Ken & Karen Pintar (6), Bridgeville, Pa. ..... $25
 In memory of Tony Bole

Frank & Amy Mavrich (138),
Canonsburg, Pa.......................................... $25
 In memory of Tony Bole

Sara Striner (6), Canonsburg, Pa. .............. $20
 In memory of Anthony Striner Sr.

Shawn Fetcko (138), Bridgeville, Pa. .......... $20

Karen Urban (715), Grand Junction, Colo. . $20
 In memory of Roger Evanish

John Stislow (126), Brooklyn, N.Y. ...............$10

Frank Spiker (782), Pittsburgh .....................$10
 In memory of Joe & Bea Cvetas

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Cardassi and Debbie Cardassi,
Lake Geneva, Wis. ......................................$10

Jill Yingling (782), Gibsonia, Pa. ................... $5

Patty Durbin, Culpepper, Va. ........................ $5

Anthony Rubino (715), East Palestine, Ohio $5

Kandace Kocjan (643), Niles, Ohio .............. $5
 In memory of Andrew Kocjan

REC CENTER CABINS
FROM PAGE 1 

renovation inside and out. 
The renovation plan includes 
new bathrooms and plumbing, 
flooring throughout, furniture, 
ceiling fans, an upgraded 
kitchen area, microwaves, 
lighting, French doors opening 
to a screened-in covered porch, 
new exterior siding, and new 
windows.

Cabins #1 and #2 have been 
completed and are being very 
well received by those enjoy-
ing their stay. The completion 
of these cabins was made 

possible through a generous 
donation of $50,000 from a 
small Johnstown, Pa., fraternal 
organization called the Slovene 
Fraternal Independent Benefi-
cial Society.

The budgeted cost to com-
plete one cabin was $28,000. 
There are a total of 24 large 
cabins and 12 motel units as 
part of this project. It will 
take a significant amount of 
capital to finish this project, 
and will likely take years to 
complete. The more donations 
we receive, the quicker we can 
complete the project. Since this 

is not a cultural or educational 
(scholarship) cause, but rather, 
recreational in nature, contri-
butions are not considered tax 
deductible. 

We encourage Lodges, 
Federations, members, friends 
and other organizations to con-
tribute. Several have already 
contributed. While we do of-
fer “Club Level” recognition, 
all donations will be listed in 
ProSveTA.

Donors at the following 
Club Levels will receive  their 
name on a plaque inside the 
corresponding cabin: Bronze 

Level, $1,000; Silver Level, 
$5,000; Gold Level, $10,000; 
and Platinum Level, $25,000.

Donation checks can be 
made out to “SNPJ” with 
“Cabin Renovation” in the 
memo area. Provide your 
name and address, and the 
acknowledgment name and 
address if the donation is made 
in memory of someone. Please 
send donations to the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, 247 
West Allegheny Rd., Imperial, 
PA 15126. All donations are 
greatly appreciated. Thank you 
in advance for your support!

Support the recreation Center Cabin renovation Project

MISS SNPJ
FROM PAGE 1 

may not have won the grand 
prize, but I know that everyone 
enjoyed themselves that week-
end. I suggest the TEL Work-
shop for any 13- to 17-year-old 
SNPJ member. Interested teens 
can contact Fraternal Direc-
tor Kevin Richards for more 
information about next year’s 
TEL Workshop.

On Aug. 15 I had the honor 
of attending Slovenian Heri-
tage Night at the Lake County 
Captains baseball game in 
Eastlake, Ohio, hosted by 
SNPJ Region 3. Upon entering 
the stadium, I was greeted by 
strains of polka music and im-
mediately saw the SNPJ table 
manned by Linda and Dorothy 
Gorjup. I was put to work with 
my friend, Lauren Sebusch, 
handing out pre-ordered tickets 
in front of the stadium. Lauren 
is a fellow Alpha Sigma Alpha 
sister at Edinboro University, 
so it was great catching up 
with her.

Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards, Slovenian Consul 

General Andrej Gregor Rode 
and I were given the opportu-
nity to throw out the ceremonial 
first pitch.  Although Kevin 
and I tried our best, I believe 
the Consul General had the 
better pitching arm. One of the 
highlights of the night was dur-
ing the seventh inning stretch, 
when our Slovenian section 
was featured singing “Take Me 
Out to the Ballgame.”

I had the opportunity to meet 
and talk to many Cleveland 
friends, including two lovely 
former Miss SNPJs. I’d really 
like to thank the Gorjup fam-
ily for their hospitality. My 
parents and I truly appreciate 
everything you did for us. I 
look forward to returning to 
Cleveland for a few more great 
events.

In closing, I just want to 
thank everyone for a wonderful 
first month.  I will be traveling 
to Chicago shortly, then it’s off 
to National SNPJ Days at the 
Recreation Center.  I look for-
ward to meeting and speaking 
with many more of our great 
SNPJ members!

During Slovenian Heritage Night with the Lake County 
Captains, Miss SNPJ ELIZABETH HARTMAN, Fraternal 
Director KEVIN RICHARDS and LAUREN SEBUSCH (158) 
made fast friends with the Captains’ mascot.

A busy year is just getting 
started for Miss SNPJ 2017

by TONI THOMEY
Lodge 576 Recording Secretary

CLEVELAND — What a busy and warm sum-
mer we’ve had! Our Spartans, as usual, have been 
out there having fun at  SNPJ sponsored events.

On June 26, we held our annual Lodge 
picnic at the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, Ohio. 
We were honored to have our own Joe Novak 
& Friends provide the musical entertainment 
for the afternoon. We even had a special visit 
from Miss SNPJ 2016 Julie Rockwell (138)! I’d 
like to extend a great big thank you to all who 
volunteered that day. The picnic was a great suc-
cess and we couldn’t have done it without you.

I’d like to send warm birthday wishes to all 
our of members who celebrated this summer, 
including Christian Thomey, Craig Young, Jake 
Young, Lou Novak, Joe Novak, Teri Kopcso, 

Louie Novak, Gabby Thomey and Mike Law-
rence. I hope I didn’t miss anyone!

The Spartans are planning many activities for 
the fall. On Monday, Oct. 11, we’ll be volunteer-
ing at St. Mary’s Church in Collinwood, Ohio, 
cooking and serving to those who participate in 
the Parish hot meal program. Times and details 
will be available at our September meeting.

Our annual casino bus trip will take place 
Saturday, Nov. 19. This year we will be traveling 
to Presque Ilse Downs Casino with a final stop 
at our favorite, Grand River Cellars Winery! 
Seats go fast for this great event. For more 
information and to save your spot on the bus, 
please contact Lou Novak at (440) 461-6476.

Our next meeting will be held at Waterloo 
Hall on Monday, Sept. 12, at 6:30 p.m. Hope 
to see you all there!!

Spartans Lodge 576 was treated to a visit from Miss SNPJ 2016 JULIE ROCKWELL (138) 
during their June 26 summer picnic at the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, Ohio.

Spartans Lodge looking toward fall
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