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briefly

The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are Nov. 1 and Dec. 1. All material must 
be received by Wednesday, Oct. 19, for 
the Nov. 1 issue, and by Wednesday, 
Nov. 16, for the Dec. 1 issue. If you are 
concerned about making the deadline, 
send an e-mail to prosveta@snpj.com 
or submit your material via the publica-
tions area of our website, www.snpj.org.
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• Vincent R. Catania
Born May 30, 2015

Cleveland Lodge 604
Lodge 604 welcomes Vincent Ronald 
Catania as its newest member. Vincent is 
the son of Nicholas Catania and Gretchen 
Catania, and the grandson of Ronald Stiger 
and Ruth L. Stiger, and Ignatius Catania and 
Maryanne Catania. We welcome Vincent 
to the Slovene National Benefit Society 
and extend best wishes to his entire family.And the winner is...

The $100 winner of the second quarter drawing in 
the 2016 SNPJ Recommender Program is:

John T. Mauric, Lodge 53, Cleveland
Congratulations, and thank you for participating!

CHICAGO — The next Pioneer Lodge 
559 meeting is Friday, Oct. 14, beginning 
at noon. As part of our Lodge activity, 
we’ll be collecting donations for a food 
drive. Lunch of your choice will be served 
after the meeting. Lodge 559 meetings 
are held the second Friday of every other 
month at the Czech Plaza Restaurant, 7016 
W. Cermak Road, Berwyn, Ill. Parking is 
available on the street or across the road at 
the mall. We welcome longtime members 
and would like to meet new members as 
well. Hope to see you there!

JEAN CHERWAY
Lodge 559 President

Lodge 559 collecting for 
a food drive in October

Make snpj.org 
your first stop for 

SNPJ information 
on the go. 

Scan the code 
to get started.

GREENSBURG, Pa. — The Westmo-
reland County (Pa.) Federation of snPj 
Lodges will hold their quarterly meeting 
Friday, Oct. 28, at snPj Lodge 223 in 
Greensburg. The starting time will be 6:30 
p.m. We will be discussing events for 2017. 
Lodges, please send your representatives. 
We welcome any suggestions.

MARY ANN BEBAR (41)
Federation President

Oct. 28 meeting date set 
for Westmoreland Fed

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — The Frater-
nal Department and the snPj Recreation 
Center thank all of our members who shared 
their Labor Day weekend with us to help 
celebrate national snPj Days. The snPj 
Recreation Center buildings and grounds 
looked very neat and clean all weekend due 
in part to our wonderful Recreation Center 
staff. Good job!

The weekend opened Friday evening, 
sept. 2, with a wine and cheese welcome 
reception sponsored by the snPj slovenian 
Heritage Center.

saturday started early for all of our golf-
ers as the snPj national Golf Tournament 
teed off at 9 a.m. with a shotgun start at 
nearby Bedford Trails Golf Course in Co-
itsville, Ohio. We hope everybody enjoyed 
themselves and the great weather.

Thanks to District 3 Athletic Director 
john Pierog (776) for helping me at the golf 
course during the tournament. You were 
a big help. Congratulations to the men’s 
scratch champion, Ed Caggiano (770), and 
to the women’s scratch champion, sara 
Taylor (138). 

The women’s competition in the national 
Balina Tournament also took place saturday 
with seven teams. Congratulations to Team 
Almost – which consisted of Megan spieler 
(782), sue McDowell (782), joyce Hudson 
(6) and janie Campana (715) – for holding 
out as the women’s division champions. 

A polka dance was held saturday eve-
ning in the barn, featuring Patty C & The 
Guys. This was sponsored by the slovenian 
Heritage Center. As a new addition to the 
national snPj Days weekend, snPj Lodge 
782 hosted a breakfast in the barn sunday 
morning. The meal was well attended, and 
hopefully this activity will be continued 
in the future. 

The men’s competition in the national 
Balina Tournament was played sunday with 

national Days 
weekend closes 
out the snPj 
summer season

SEE NATIONAL SNPJ DAYS
ON PAGE 9

by JEAN KOCI (786)
Federation Secretary

FONTANA, Calif. — It’s that time again! The 
grapes are ready for harvest and the Fred Mlakar 
Band is tuning up for the California Federation’s 
traditional Grape Harvest Festival sunday, nov. 
6, from 2 to 6 p.m. at the Fontana slovene Hall. 
But be there before the dancing starts as Fred 
and joe Mlakar will lead the harvesters, villag-
ers and village dignitaries as they stroll into the 
arbor (hall), singing the oldest-of-old harvest 
songs in celebration of another excellent vintage.

Who will serve as this year’s župan and 
županja for the annual California Federation 
Grape Harvest Festival? Find out on Nov. 12 
at the Fontana Slovene Hall.

The California Federation ready to 
celebrate the Grape Harvest Festival

Get your seats for this special festival where 
you’ll enjoy wine, cheese, crackers, salami and 
fruits — all included in your admission ticket. 
Also included will be a drawing ticket for a 
coveted harvest basket. Those wishing to have 
an even better chance at one of the baskets will 
have the opportunity to purchase extra tickets 
as well. Those who have attended in the past 
know that these special baskets are valuable 
and bring the winners lots of goodies to enjoy 

SEE GRAPE FESTIVAL
ON PAGE 2

A Big Boost for the Rec Center Cabin Renovation Project
During SNPJ Senior Week, held Aug. 21-27 at the SNPJ Recreation Center, several members 
of Johnstown, Pa., Lodge 749 accepted recognition for a $50,000 donation to the Recreation 
Center Cabin Renovation Project made by the Slovene Fraternal Independent Beneficial 
Society, a small fraternal organization in Johnstown. Pictured [left to right] are SNPJ Fraternal 
Director KEVIN RICHARDS, MARY LOU NOSKO, EVELYN DIMPFL, JOE VASILKO, 
JOANN VASILKO and SNPJ Recreation Center Director TIM JERGEL (782). The completion 
of cabins #1 and #2 was made possible through this donation.

by TINA RIGLER (449)
Federation Recording Secretary

CHICAGO — On Aug. 21, the Chicago District 
Federation held its seventh annual dinner dance 
at the slovenian Catholic Center in Lemont, Ill. 
Members and friends from snPj Lodges 1, 8, 
449 and 559 gathered to partake in good food, 
socialization, song and dance.

Federation President Edward Dabrowski 
(449) welcomed and thanked everyone who 
came. He introduced the former national 
Officers who were present, including former 
national Treasurer Marlene O’Connell (1) and 
former national secretary Grace Doerk (559). 
He also introduced snPj Region 5 Vice Presi-

Members and guests attending the Chicago District Federation dinner dance on Aug. 21 were 
pleased to host Miss SNPJ 2017 ELIZABETH HARTMAN (138) as their special guest.

Chicago Federation welcomes 
Miss snPj to the Windy City

dent Tina Rigler (449).
Tina introduced the Chicago Federation 

officers: President Edward Dabrowski, Vice 
President Vince Rigler (449), secretary/Trea-
surer Marianne Murray (1), Recording secretary 
Tina Rigler, sergeant-at-Arms Grace Doerk, 
and auditors Dolores novotny (8), Carmella 
smidl (8) and Mike Vidmar (559). All were in 
attendance except auditor Mike Vidmar.

Tina Rigler also introduced Miss snPj 2017 
and co-Miss Talent 2017 Elizabeth Hartman 
(138). she spoke of Betty’s many accomplish-
ments during her years in high school and 

STRABANE, Pa. — The next meeting 
of the slovene Federation of snPj Lodges 
of Western Pennsylvania will be sunday, 
Oct. 30, at snPj Lodge 138 in strabane 
beginning at 2 p.m. We’d like to improve 
attendance, so please send a representative 
to stay updated on all Federation news and 
activities. If you have any questions or 
concerns, contact me at (724) 869-0530.

CHRIS PETUkAUSkAS (33)
Federation Secretary

W. Pa. Slovene Fed has 
October meeting plans
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Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society
• OCT. 9 ........Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 hosts the  Prime 

Time Polkas with Pam and Jerry Zagar 
Ocktoberfest and Radio Benefit Dance 
in the Sunshine Room at Lodge 6. Music 
from 2-7 p.m. will feature Karl Lukitsch & 
Autobahn, the Dick Tady Orchestra and 
more. Admission is $10 per person.

• OCT. 13 ........... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar 
bingo in the Lodge 106 clubroom. Early 
bird games begin at 6:30 p.m., regular 
games at 7. Kitchen will be open. For 
details contact the Lodge at (724) 695-
1411 or snpj106@gmail.com.

• OCT. 15-16 ...... SNPJ Fall Classic Bowling Tour-
nament hosted by Imperial, Pa., Lodge 
106. Bowling will take place at Paradise 
Lanes in Neville, Island, Pa. Saturday 
entertainment will feature The Rhythm 
Kings and the Western Pa. Button Box 
Club in the Lodge 106 clubroom from 
7-11 p.m.

• OCT. 23 ......Westmoreland County (Pa.) Fed-
eration membership drive in the Crystal 
Ballroom at Lodge 87, Herminie, Pa.; 
2-6 p.m. Food and refreshments will be 
available. Entertainment will be provided 
by the Bob Kravos Band featuring Bob 
Turcola. Admission is $10. For additional 
information contact MaryAnn Bebar at 
(724) 244-4986.

• OCT. 23 ......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 hosts Jack 
and Dick Tady in the Imperial Room at 
Lodge 106; 2 p.m. For details contact 
the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or e-mail 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• OCT. 23 ......Detroit Lodge 564 Grape Dinner 
Dance at the Slovene American Club, 
Melvindale, Mich.; doors open at noon. 
This is the last event at the SAC. Din-
ner will be served at 1 p.m. with music 
by Herb Schroeder & the Good Times 
Band from 2 to 6. For more information 
call Rudy Zornik at (586) 792-2667.

• OCT. 27 ......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo 
in the Lodge 106 clubroom. Early bird 
games begin at 6:30 p.m., regular games 
at 7. Kitchen will be open. For additional 
information contact the Lodge at (724) 
695-1411 or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• OCT. 28 ......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 adult Hal-
loween party in the Lodge 106 clubroom. 
Prizes will be awarded for best costumes. 
For details contact the Lodge at (724) 
695-1411 or snpj106@gmail.com.

• OCT. 30 .....Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 youth Hal-
loween party in the Imperial Room at 
Lodge 106; 1-3 p.m. For details contact 
the Lodge by phone at (724) 695-1411 
or by e-mail at snpj106@gmail.com.

• NOV. 5 .......Midway, Pa., Lodge 89 community 
bingo in the upstairs hall; 6 p.m. Kitchen 
will be open.

• NOV. 11 ......Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 annual Turkey 
Dance and Raffle in the Sunshine Room 
at Lodge 6. Doors open at 6 p.m.;music by 
the Karl Lukitsch Band from 7-11. Tickets 
are $1 in advance or $5 at the door and 
include admission, pivo, and a chance 
to win one of 50 turkeys. For information 
or to purchase tickets, contact the Lodge 
6 clubroom at (412) 221-9862.

• NOV. 19 .....Cleveland Lodge 576 annual bus 
trip to Presque Isle Downs Casino and 
Grand River Cellars Winery. For more 
information or to reserve your seat on 
the bus, contact Lou Novak at (440) 
461-6476. 

• DEC. 3 .......Midway, Pa., Lodge 89 community 
bingo in the upstairs hall; 6 p.m. Kitchen 
will be open.

• DEC. 4 .......Warren, Ohio, Lodge 321 Christmas 
party at Blue Wolf Tavern, Youngstown, 
Ohio; 2 p.m. For additional information 
or to RSVP, please contact Gail Church 
at (330) 219-7580.

2017
• MAY 28 .......Brew & Bean Festival at the SNPJ 

Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For more information contact the 
Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-
767-5732.

• JUNE 18-23 ... Youth Roundup at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For details contact Fraternal Director 
Kevin Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 
144 or e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

• JUNE 23-25 ... SNPJ Young Adult Conference at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. For registration and event 
details contact Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144 or 
e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

by PAULINE BARBISH 
Lodge 53 President

CLEVELAND — The members of V Boj Lodge 53 
have achieved yet another milestone: this year marks 
the 110th anniversary of the founding of our Lodge. We 
are happy to announce that a celebration for Lodge 53 
members and guests has been planned.

The festivities will be held saturday, nov. 5, at the 
slovenian Workman’s Home, 15335 Waterloo Road in 
Cleveland. A slovenian-style sit-down dinner – from 
soup to potica, and more – will be served. Music will 
be provided by the Wayne Tomsic Orchestra.

For more information, contact secretary Martha 
Meglich at (440) 884-5043.

Lodge 53 anniversary 
celebration has been
110 years in the works

by JIM STEFANACCI
Lodge 87

HERMINIE, Pa. — The snPj Lodge 87 slovenian 
singing society sOKAL announces that changes will 
be made to the club bylaws. The next meeting for this 
purpose is scheduled Oct. 16 beginning at 12:30 p.m. 
in the Horizon Room at the Lodge 87 ballroom.

This meeting will be the final meeting, at which time 
approval of the bylaws will be made by all members 
present. The first meeting was held Aug. 8 with seven 
members in attendance; the second meeting was held 
sept. 12 with seven members present.

If you have any questions, please contact Lodge 
President jim stefanacci at (724) 396-5224.

Third and final 
bylaws meeting 
planned at Lodge 87

by PATTI POWERS
Lodge 715 Secretary

UNIVERSAL, Pa. — The annual Comets Lodge 715 
October Luncheon is set for saturday, Oct. 22, from noon 
to 4 p.m. at Palmieri’s Restaurant, 951 Old Frankstown 
Road, Plum, PA 15239. Those being honored this year 
include 50-year members Michael Kumer, Carol Kumer, 
shirley johnson, Anna Evanish, sandra Bresuciak, 
Robert Penich, Francine Previc, Robert Irwin, nancy 
sylvester, joyce scott and Edward Rasperger; 60-year 
members Carol Higgins and Bill Rosignoli; 70-year 
members Rose Merslich and William Potochnick; and 
80-year member Caroline Previc.

An invitation to attend as a guest of the Lodge was 
sent to all honorees. For all other guests, the cost for 
the luncheon is $20 per person. Checks should be made 
payable to “Comets Lodge 715.” Please RsVP by Oct. 
7 by mailing your check to Patti Powers, 522 Highland 
Ave. n., Oakdale, PA 15071. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact me by calling (412) 443-8825 
or e-mailing pattipowers1987@gmail.com.

We look forward to seeing everyone in attendance 
to honor our longtime members.

Comets Lodge 715 
recognizing honorees 
during Oct. 22 lunch

GRAPE FESTIVAL
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for weeks to come. 
For many, the best part of 

the afternoon is dancing to the 
music performed by Fred and 
his group of talented musi-
cians. They’ll get your feet 
tapping the minute the music 
starts, so don’t miss a beat! 
Be there early to enjoy the 
costumes that will take you 
back to the slovenian wine 

region some 100 years ago 
as they celebrated the fruits 
of their labor. since this isn’t 
a scripted performance, you 
never know what will happen; 
every year is different, and the 
actors keep changing. Last 
year you may remember that 
the night watchman had been 
the županja (mayor’s wife) the 
year before!

As always, there will be 
traditional and tasty food 

available from the kitchen and 
a fully stocked bar for your 
enjoyment. no reservations 
are needed for this event. Bring 
your friends and have a great 
time in Fontana at the famous 
slovene Hall, 8425 Cypress 
Ave., Fontana, CA 92335.

For more information con-
tact jean Koci at (949) 495-
0097 or e-mail ajkoci@cox.
net, or call Frank Rote at (909) 
987-8714.

It’s Grape Harvest Festival time in Fontana

Butte Lodge 207 members DANNY PAYNICH, JOAN JONES, CAROL MILLS, SANDI 
JAkSHA, JOHN JAkSHA, JUNE GORNICk and MARk GORNICk play a major role in the 
planning of the semi-annual Lodge 207 Polka Fests, which feature a variety of live polka and 
waltz music.

by JOAN JONES
Lodge 207 Secretary/Treasurer

BUTTE, Mont. — On Aug. 17, stodden Park 
in beautiful Butte was the setting for the Lodge 
207 summer picnic. It was a fun afternoon of 
visiting with friends and listening to slovenian 
polkas, waltzes and old time music. Accordions 
were playing, a banjo and bass guitar were 
strumming, a gal with a beautiful voice treated 
us to a great old Irish melody, and of course, 
all who could sang the slovenian melodies that 
were played.

The picnic was enjoyed by Lodge 207 mem-
bers, their families and friends, all of whom 
contribute each year to our semi-annual Polka 
Fests. We were treated to great weather and 
sheltered from the sun under a nice gazebo.  
Everyone indulged in a very nice variety of 
potluck dishes and broasted chicken. What a 
great way to spend an afternoon!

This year our fall Polka Fest was held Oct. 
2. Our Polka Fest originated back in 1991 and 
its success is due to the volunteer musicians and 
kitchen staff who have generously contributed 
their time and work over the years. several of 
our active members have passed away, but we 
are forever grateful for their years of service.

Hundreds of people have been entertained 
at these Polka Fests. According to joan jones, 
“It’s such a great feeling to see happy faces 
dancing, visiting or just listening to slovenian 
polkas, waltzes and other old time favorites.” 
There’s always popcorn on the tables and a 
very nice meal of klobase, salads, cake and 
coffee is offered.

Lodge 207 hosts two Polka Fests each year, 
one in April and the other in October, at the 
Elks Hall in Butte from 2 to 6 p.m. Please join 
us at a polka party for a “Butte” of a time; you 
won’t be disappointed!

Lodge 207 Polka Fest fun continues
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DENISE HERRON
SNPJ Marketing Department

SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
Your loyalty with SNPJ is now being rewarded! 

Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
and open your new SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

* Rates are not guaranteed after the first year.
* Guaranteed minimum interest rate of 2.0%.
* No fees are attached to either Loyalty annuity.
* The SNPJ Century 8 Annuity is earning 3.0%; the Century 5 Annuity is earning 
 2.75%. Century series annuities issued prior to 2012 are earning 3.0%

3.5% Loyalty 8 Annuity
3.5% first-year guarantee rate

3.0% in years two through eight
2.75% in year nine and after
3.75% first-year Loyalty Rate 

for conversions 

3.0% Loyalty 5 Annuity
3.0% first-year guarantee rate

2.75% in years two through five
2.75% in year six and after

3.25% first-year Loyalty Rate 
for conversions 

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

A Slovenian elected 
as new UEFA president
ATHENS, Greece (STA) — Aleksander 
Čeferin, the head of the Slovenian Foot-
ball [soccer] Association, was elected 
president of the Union of European Foot-
ball Associations (UEFA), the governing 
body of European football, on sept. 14 
through a secret ballot vote held during 
the UEFA congress in Athens.

The seventh president of the UEFA, 
Čeferin was appointed for a term of 
two and a half years to succeed Michel 
Platini, whose term was suspended over 
allegations of corruption.

“Thank you for the immense support. 
This is a great honor, but also a great 
responsibility. This means a lot to me; 
my family is proud of this, and small and 
beautiful Slovenia is proud too,” Čeferin 
said following the election.

In his final address to the delegates of 
the 55 national associations just prior to 
the vote, Čeferin, a 48-year-old lawyer, 
reiterated the fact that he is managing his 
own law firm as well as the Slovenian 
Football Association. “Responsibility is 
my compass. I’d like to establish a bal-
ance between all stakeholders in our sport 
where everyone will be involved and no 
one will be excluded,” he said, adding 
that he wanted to focus on the positives 
rather than the negatives.

“I’m not a dreamer, I’m a pragmatist,” 
Čeferin said, adding that he doesn’t 
want to build an “empire of fear,” but 
rather emphasize the good things done 
by the UEFA, and build bridges and 
playgrounds to secure a future for all 
youth.

While a relative newcomer to the 
international scene, Čeferin is a well 
known figure in Slovenia. He became 
the third president of the slovenian 
Football Association in February 2011, 
succeeding Ivan Simič, who ended his 
term prematurely. He was elected to a 
second term at the association’s helm 
in 2015.

Uber hoping to move 
into Slovenia by year end
BLED (STA) — Uber, the san Francis-
co-based online transportation network 
company, is hoping to operate in slovenia 
before the end of the year, according to 
Uber general manager for sE Europe 
David Tremac.

“We came to Croatia almost 10 
months ago, and one of our next steps 
is slovenia,” Tremac said. He did not 
mention any specific dates, but hopes that 
before the end of the year, Ljubljana will 
become one of the 500 cities in which 
Uber operates.

The company utilizes the Uber mobile 
app, which allows smartphone users to 
submit a trip request, which the app then 
automatically sends to the nearest Uber 
driver who can offer the ride. The app 
also calculates the fare and transfers 
payment to the driver.

Uber drivers use their own personal 
vehicles and can plan their next trip 
before dropping off a passenger. “This 
means fewer wasted [miles] and less 
waiting,” said Tremac. Prices are thus 
lower, and drivers earn more profit. 
Tremac said it is hard to estimate how 
many drivers and partners Uber could 
attract in Ljubljana. He added that the 
partners there, just as in other regions, 
would have to be companies or sole 
proprietors who meet the required safety 
standards and operate in accordance 
with local laws.

Tremac also said that Uber aims to 
bring the company’s UberX service to 
slovenia, which is popular in Europe and 
offers patrons low-fare rides, along with 
a special surprise exclusive to Ljubljana. 
“Our aim is to collaborate with Ljubljana 
and the country in order to develop a 
digital and cooperative economy,” he 
said, adding that Uber wants to contribute 
to slovenia’s vision of remaining a green 
country in a digital Europe.

One Uber vehicle can replace six 
personal vehicles, which means a lesser 
burden on the city, its infrastructure and 
the environment. “Fewer investments are 
made in roads and parking lots, and more 
space is available for schools, parks and 
hospitals,” Tremac said.

Uber was one of several American 
IT companies visited by a slovenian 
delegation of business executives, re-
searchers and government officials in 
mid-september. The aim of the visits 
was to foster closer cooperation with IT 
giants which have made a major impact 
on business and everyday life, including 
Uber, Tesla, Facebook and Google.

Uber was founded in san Francisco 
in 2009. It currently operates in more 
than 60 countries worldwide, including 
21 EU member-states.

Slovenian team wins 
Mars Express contest
LJUBLJANA (STA) — A team of slo-
venian researchers from the Jožef Stefan 
Institute recently won a European space 
Agency (EsA) competition, the goal of 
which was to discover a way to extend 
the mission of the Mars Express, which 
has been in orbit around the red planet 
for 12 years.

The task was to predict the future sta-
tus of the spacecraft from past operating 
data, and the eight-member team from 
Department of Knowledge Technolo-
gies won, the institute announced. Their 
prize: an expenses-paid visit to the EsA 
control center in Darmstadt, Germany, to 
meet Mars Express flight controllers, as 
well as members of the center’s Advanced 
Mission Concepts section who helped 
organize the contest.

“In our day-to-day work, we typically 
analyze data connected to various real-
world topics such as medicine, ecology 
or finance. This competition gave us a 
chance to apply our methods to a new and 
interesting topic: spacecraft operations. 
none of us had any direct experience in 
this field, just knowledge of the underly-
ing physics involved,” said team member 
Bernard Ženko.

The competitors, a total of 40 teams 
from around Europe, received three Mar-
tian years worth of data for their models. 
The task was to forecast electricity use 
for one Martian year, which equals 687 
days on Earth.

Thermal power for the Mars Express 
craft is provided by batteries, the perfor-
mance of which has degraded over time, 
reducing the overall power available. 
“Once electricity consumption increases, 
experiments are no longer viable, and the 
probe will be crashed into the surface 
of Mars. The costs of such studies are 
so high that even minute improvements 
are not negligible,” the team reported.

Ruins of ancient fort and 
Slavic grave discovered
Mirna Peč (STA) — Maintenance 
work and excavation around a church 
in southeast slovenia recently led to an 
exciting archaeological find. Archaeolo-
gists uncovered the ruins of a fort the 
slovenians built in the 15th century to 
protect themselves against the Turks, and 
an even older slavic grave underneath.

Rok Bremec, the director of the ex-
cavation site, told the press that while 
excavating the area around st. Cantianus 
Church in the town of Mirna Peč, the 
remains of the 15th century fort and 
corner tower were discovered. In the 
15th and 16th centuries, slovenian lands 
were frequently raided by the Turks, who 
plundered razed villages and enslaved 
able-bodied people.

“The traces of these raids are seen 
in the ruins of various forts around 
slovenia. Typically, the forts were built 
on top of hills around churches. This 
particular fort was part of a defense 
network stretching between Ljubljana 
and the town of Karlovac in present-day 
Croatia. The site is rather damaged, and 
only the upper layers have been examined 
so far,” Bremec added.

The remains of a sacristy near the 
ruins of a Gothic church, which preceded 
the present church, along with a slavic 
grave, were also discovered. The grave 
contained a female skeleton and two 
pieces of bronze jewelry dating from 
the 11th century, when the Bjelo Brdo 
culture, an early medieval archaeological 
culture, flourished in Central Europe.

Bremec believes there is a connection 
between this grave and several slavic 
graves unearthed near st. Cantianus 
Church in the town of Kranj.

The excavations are part of church 
renovation works. The first church in 
Mirna Peč is believed to have been 
built in the Romanesque style. The 
Gothic church built afterward was first 
mentioned in 1526, whereas the present 
church was built in 1915.

Avseniks’ musical works 
published in new book
BEGUNJE NA GORENJSkEM 
(STA) — A year after the death of 
legendary accordionist and composer 
slavko Avsenik, a book documenting 
the collected works of both founders of 
the Avsenik Brothers Ensemble, slavko 

Avsenik and his brother Vilko, has been 
released.

“Golden sounds” was written and 
edited by Aleksi jercog, a longtime fan 
of the Avseniks’ music, and published 
by the Avsenik Publishing House. Writ-
ten in both slovenian and German, the 
ensemble’s 400-page biography consists 
of four parts: the first part describing the 
brothers’ albums and recordings, the 
second cataloging their songs, the third 
recounting their musical history, and the 
fourth comprising a bibliog raphy.

The Avsenik family and collectors of 
Avsenik music took part in the editing.

“This was a large project, since cer-
tain recordings still needed to be found 
and cataloged correctly,” a representa-
tive of the Avsenik-Hohner Gallery 
explained.

The idea for the project was conceived 
three years ago, during a celebration of 
the 60th anniversary of the Avse niks’ 
music. “The book’s publishing was also 
motivated by several questions about the 
recordings, their content, the ensemble 
and other details raised by fans and our 
visitors,” said Brigita Avsenik, slavko 
Avsenik’s widow and the director of the 
Avsenik-Hohner Gallery. “We wanted 
the book to fill this gap, and to contain 
refined and up-to-date information on 
the Avseniks’ music,” she said.

The author of the book, jercog, 
believes that the Avseniks’ music is a 
treasure, the importance of which we 
some times do not understand completely. 
“It is a treasure that is long-lasting, undy-
ing and eternal, and will outlive other 
fashions, trends and genres,” he said.

The Avsenik Brothers Ensemble was 
formed in 1953 by slavko and Vilko 
Avsenik, who recorded nearly a thou-
sand songs in slovenia and Germany. 
The ensemble has sold over 30 million 
records and is an inspiration to many; 
there are reportedly some 10,000 bands 
playing their style of music.

Their most popular song is a polka 
titled “na Golici” (“Trompetenecho” in 
German; “Trumpet Echo” in English). 
This piece of music has been covered 
more than 600 times and is believed to 
be the most performed instrumental song 
in the world.

slavko Avsenik died last july at the 
age of 85. Born in Begunje na Goren-
jskem, close to Lake Bled, he was an 
internationally acclaimed accordionist 
and composer who left behind a rich 
legacy of polka music.

Ljubljana now home 
to a museum of illusions
LJUBLJANA (STA) — A fascinating 
new world opened in Ljubljana’s Con-
gress square in early september when the 
Slovenian capital welcomed its first-ever 
Museum of Illusions, where nothing is 
quite what it seems. showcasing almost 
40 optical illusions and holograms, the 
museum teases visitors’ brains and chal-
lenges their limits of perception.

“The museum is meant to be fun, 
educational and, most of all, different 
from other museums where we can ob-
serve exhibitions only from afar or in a 
group,” museum director Urška Humar 
told the press.

The museum is full of special rooms, 
such as the Infinity Disco Room, which 
plays music, has a disco ball and is filled 
with mirrors, giving visitors the illusion 
of infinite space.

A special feature of the Ljubljana 
Museum of Illusions is its Vortex Tun-
nel, designed to make visitors feel like 
they are losing ground and balance even 
though the room is completely still.

some classical illusions, such as those 
found in psychology textbooks, are also 
showcased, along with holograms, or 
“horrorgrams” as they are called, giving 
the illusion of a real-life werewolf and 
Count Dracula rising from his coffin.

The museum allows visitors to walk 
freely through the installations and 
rooms, which offer texts in slovenian, 
English, German and Italian. Visitors 
are allowed to take pictures and are even 
encouraged to touch the exhibits in order 
to understand what they are about.

The museum is the brainchild of 
Dejan Grbič, who said that he wanted 
to bring something new and fresh to 
slovenia. After visiting the Museum 
of Illusions in Zagreb, Croatia, he de-
cided to establish something similar 
in Ljubljana.

“After visiting the Zagreb museum, I 
noticed that it sparked much screaming 
and laughter, that it is fun for both adults 
and children, and that they can also learn 
something from it,” Grbič said.

The museum will be open to visitors 
every day between 9 a.m. and 10 p.m.
The articles comprising this feature have 
been reprinted with permission from the 
Slovenian Press Agency (STA).

September was Life Insurance Awareness Month, and 
the spokesperson this year was professional race 
car driver Danica Patrick. She has had a ground-

breaking career in a risky business that hasn’t seen very 
many woman competitors. She started racing Go-Karts at 
age 10, but her first practice run didn’t go well. She tried 
out the Go-Kart in a big parking lot behind her parents’ 
business, but her brake pedal failed and she ended her 
first practice by crashing into a concrete wall.

Danica’s first experience didn’t scare her away from 
racing, but she did admit that she decided at a young age 
to get life insurance because she participates in such a 
risky sport, driving 200 miles an hour with concrete walls 
around her. She went on to say, “I’m in a risky career, but 
life insurance isn’t just about risks. It’s about protecting 
loved ones.”

Danica’s parents both lost their fathers when they were 
teenagers, and neither had life insurance. The farm where 
Danica’s mother grew up had to be broken up and sold 
off in order for her family to survive. As a result, Danica’s 
parents made sure they had plenty of life insurance so noth-
ing like that would occur if something happened to them.

Most people don’t drive race cars for a living, so the need 
for life insurance may not be as obvious. But bad things do 
happen – and not just to the other guy. Everyone thinks 
they have time to think about it later. Of course, they’re not 
expecting anything to happen, but just getting home from 
work is risky business sometimes. Protecting your family 
from financial hardship is the kind and unselfish thing to 
do for the people you love.

SNPJ has a variety of life insurance products that will 
suit your every need. We have term life insurance that 
protects your family during the high-debt years of mortgage 
payments, car payments and school loans. In addition, 
we have permanent life insurance that provides protec-
tion your entire life, and is there to cover burial costs and 
final expenses.

Contact your SNPJ agent, Lodge secretary or the 
Home Office to hear more about our great life insurance 
products. Plan for the unexpected and take some of the 
risk out of life.
• Thought for the Month — I grew up 

in a household where planning for the 
unexpected was important, and that 
included both my parents having life 
insurance.

Danica Patrick

Risky business
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PROSVETA Crossword
Football (#1016) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. Capital of Belarus
6. The ____ Four
9. Muscovite or biotite
13. Savory taste
14. *Logo of a TV network airing 
 first Super Bowl
15. Bigger from side to side
16. Merlin’s craft
17. Tiger’s prop
18. Incompetent
19. Finnish currency, pre-euro
21. *Non-contact football league
23. *Hall of Fame quarterback 
 Stabler
24. Twosome
25. Club alternative
28. *Shoved to floor on TV by
 NFL’s Jim Everett
30. “____ ____ Time Machine”
35. Secular
37. What a willow did?
39. Helicopter sound
40. *Legendary Graham
41. Waterwheel
43. One algae representative
44. Bracelet add-on
46. *Defensive Texan
47. As opposed to want
48. Sort of
50. Entry document
52. Like some martinis

53. Make fun of
55. “... ____ he drove out of sight”
57. *Where you find some
 linebackers
61. *2015 Rookie of the Year
64. Distinguishing feature
65. “____ we there yet?”
67. Woven wall hanging
69. Inuit shelter
70. Dark loaf
71. *Philip Rivers, San ___ Charger
72. “As ____ on TV”
73. Swimmer’s distance
74. Famous fabulist

DOWN
1. “____’s the word”
2. Allah’s cleric
3. North American Grappling
 Association
4. Brat’s look
5. *Not to be roughed up
6. Greek cheese
7. Sailor’s affirmative
8. Burly
9. Breath freshener
10. Cartoon lightbulb
11. Porcini mushrooms
12. Creative
15. Surrounded by a sash
20. “Little ____ fact”
22. Ooh and ____

24. Make immoral
25. *Can’t be done from behind
 in the NFL
26. Delhi policeman’s club
27. *Previously an Oiler
29. Garfield’s cry
31. Conjunction in comparatives
32. Like a bathroom floor?
33. One who does #58 Down
34. *Super Bowl-frequenting 
 quarterback
36. Umbilical connection
38. Lake ____caca, South America
42. Filled with bewilderment
45. Popular Cuban cocktail
49. Temporary craze
51. Spanish loser, 1588
54. Jack Sparrow’s Black ____
56. Bone-chilling
57. *1970s NFL Pro Bowlers Taylor 
 or Armstrong
58. Egg on
59. Story “of Two Cities”
60. State of Israel
61. Safari ride
62. Wraths
63. Kind of palm
66. Swedish shag rug
68. Dip into liquid

The solution to puzzle #1016 will 
run in the Nov. 1 issue.

© statePoint Media

by JOE VALENCIC (5)
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame

kIRTLAND, Ohio — Bill 
Azman’s customers know his 
slovenian sausages are out of 
this world. After all, they’re 
the only slovenian sausages to 
have traveled into space! Folks 
attending the 13th slovenian 
sausage Festival in Kirtland, 
Ohio, agreed, and Azman 
Quality Meats took the titles 
of People’s Choice and Best 
of Fest judges’ award for top 
klobasa.

More than 1,200 visitors at-
tended the music event hosted 
by the national Cleveland-
style Polka Hall of Fame and 
Museum on sept. 14 at the 
snPj Farm in Kirtland. They 
sampled the products of several 
vendors, as did a festival jury. 
Raddell’s sausage shop of 
Cleveland was voted runner-up 

Azman Quality Meats took both the People’s Choice and 
the juried Best of Fest awards at the 13th annual Slovenian 
Sausage Festival hosted by the National Cleveland-Style 
Polka Hall of Fame in September at the SNPJ Farm.

slovenian sausage Festival crowns the 2016 champion at the snPj Farm
for both categories.

As winner of the event, 
Bill Azman’s product will be 
the official sausage sold at the 
53th Thanksgiving Polka Party 
Weekend, presented by the 
Polka Hall of Fame, at the Mar-
riott Ballroom in downtown 
Cleveland Thursday-saturday, 
nov. 24-26.

“The secret is in the meat,” 
said Bill Azman, proprietor 
of the sausage shop in Euclid, 
Ohio. “It has to be top quality 
and with the right balance of 
salt, pepper, garlic and smok-
ing.” Azman’s sausages accom-
panied Euclid-born astronaut 
sunita Williams on two nAsA 
space station missions.

Ten polka music groups 
volunteered to perform for the 
Polka Hall of Fame fund-raiser. 
Dancers polished the dance 
floor from noon until 9 p.m., 

and many visitors brought their 
own accordions for pop-up 
jam sessions. About 60 musi-
cians performed, including 
Canada’s Polka King Walter 
Ostanek and accordionist 
Frank stanger, who leads the 
reigning Cleveland-style Polka 
Band of the Year.

The first recipes for kranj-
ska klobasa (slovenian sau-
sage) were brought to America 
in the late 1800s by immigrants 
from present-day slovenia. In 
Europe, the sausage is regis-
tered as a protected national 
product, unique to slovenia. 
sausage Festival vendors also 
offered bratwurst, rice and 
blood sausages, as well as 
stuffed cabbage, barley soup, 
potica and other nationality 
favorites. 

As chairman of the event, 
Mark Habat searched for the 

right blend of vendors and 
music-makers. “Bands and 
vendors love this event because 
it makes them new fans,” said 
Habat, vice president of the 
Polka Hall of Fame. “People 
discover a new band or sausage 
shop they might not have tried 
on their own.”

The sausage Festival jury 
was made up of Euclid Mayor 
Kristin Holzheimer Gail, Con-
sul General of slovenia Andrej 
Rode, Plain Dealer food col-
umnist Debbi snook, jen Pic-
ciano of WOIO-TV, Cleveland 
Arts Prize trustee Tom schiltz, 
attorneys scott and Ron Zele,  
and butchers Melissa Khoury 
and Penny Barend of saucisson 
Cleveland. 

The national Cleveland-
style Polka Hall of Fame is 
located in Euclid’s historic 
original City Hall building. 

The museum traces the story 
of the city's home-grown 
dance music from its roots in 
the slovenian neighborhoods 
to nationwide renown in the 
1940s and 1950s. The Polka 

Hall of Fame and Museum is 
located at 605 East 222nd st. 
in Euclid. For more informa-
tion, visit the website at www.
polkafame.com or phone (216) 
621-FAME.

by KATHLEEN SEIFERT
Lodge 643 Secretary

GIRARD, Ohio — The members 
of Golden Eagles Lodge 643 had a 
very active summer.

In May we participated in join 
Hands Day by cultivating the area 
around the gazebo at Tod Park in 
Girard. Afterward we finished up 
with donuts and bagels. Mother 
nature cooperated with decent 
weather. 

There was good participation at 
slovenefest in july from the Golden 
Eagles. Our members thoroughly 
enjoyed the festivities, pageantry, 
excellent slovenian music and great 
food. The music at the outdoor pavil-
ion on sunday capped off a beautiful 
weekend at the snPj Recreation 
Center. It made us proud to be part 
of the American-slovenian family.

The Golden Eagles August polka 
dance was a success. The dance 
was held at Kuzman’s Lounge in 

Girard and featured a performance 
by the Turcola-Kravos Orchestra. 
The audience and dancers enjoyed 
the polkas played by this popular 
orchestra. 

Upcoming events for Lodge 643 
include our Make A Difference Day 
project this month and our Christ-
mas parties in December at Amen 
Corner in Girard. Both the Golden 
Eagles Lodge 643 and Youth Circle 
7 Christmas parties are scheduled 
for saturday, Dec. 10. The staff at 
Amen Corner will be decorating 
their party room and fireplace with 
green, red and all of their holiday 
trimmings, as well as displaying 
their beautiful Christmas tree.

The Circle 7 Christmas party 
will begin at 1 p.m. and santa will 
be stopping by. There is no charge 
for Circle 7 members, but we ask that 
you contact Circle Co-Director Kurt 
seifert at (330) 259-1601 by Dec. 
5 with the names of your children 

who plan to attend.
The adult Christmas party will 

begin at 5 p.m. with cocktails, and 
dinner will be served at 6. The 
menu will include chicken fran-
caise, veal marsala, roast beef with 
mushrooms, penne pasta with blush 
sauce, roasted garlic potatoes, green 
beans almondine, a mixed garden 
salad, bread and butter, dessert, 
coffee, tea, and soft drinks. As in 
the past, we hope to have button box 
and accordion music, complements 
of our members, to add to the fes-
tive occasion.

The cost per person for the three-
course dinner is $12 for Lodge 643 
members and $20 for non-members. 
A cash bar will also be available 
in the party room. Please submit 
your reservation and payment no 
later than Dec. 5 to joan Twaddle, 
4799 Topper Hill Dr., Hubbard, 
OH 44425. Make checks payable 
to “snPj Lodge 643.” For more in-

formation contact Kathleen seifert 
at (330) 883-2513.

The Lodge 643 meeting dates 
for the remainder of the year are 
Thursday, Oct. 20, and Thursday, 
nov. 17. At the nov. 17 meeting 
we’ll be electing officers and voting 
on our Lodge bylaws. There will be 
no meeting in December due to our 
Christmas parties. 

Our meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. 
and are held at Amen Corner in 
Girard. Pizza and dessert are served 
following each meeting. We hope to 
see you there! 

On a special note, we’d like to 
congratulate Circle 7 Co-Director 
Kurt seifert on graduating from 
Victory Christian High school as 
the class of 2016 salutatorian. Kurt 
was accepted into the Youngstown 
state University College of Honors 
and will be receiving an snPj 
Academic scholarship. We are so 
proud of you, Kurt!

Youth Circle 7 Co-Director kURT SEIFERT 
graduated from Victory Christian High 
School as the class of 2016 salutatorian 
and is attending Youngstown State 
University College of Honors. 

Lodge 643 feeling festive with the arrival of autumn

by SUE ZARELLA (277)
SNPJ Recreation Center

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — Boo! We’ve been wait-
ing a whole year for all the little ghosts and goblins in 
snPjland to dress up and decorate pumpkins. join us 
on sunday, Oct. 9, for the children’s Halloween party 
at the snPj Recreation Center.

Children ages 1 to 12 are welcome to a free 
lunch served at noon in the Red Barn; adults may 
purchase lunch for $5. A hayride will take off after 
the parade of costumes and travel through the snPj 
Trailer Court, where treats will be given out by our 
friendly residents.

To ensure a treat bag is made for your child, please 
contact us by calling 1-877-767-5732 before Oct. 5. We 
can’t wait to see all of our little ghosts and goblins in 
their costumes. It’s sure to be a “spook-tacular” time 
here at the snPj Recreation Center!

Don’t miss all the
Halloween fun at the 
Recreation Center

by MARIANNE MURRAY (1) 
Federation Secretary

CHICAGO — The Chicago District Federation spon-
sored a dinner dance Aug. 21 at the slovenian Catholic 
Center in Lemont, Ill. A buffet-style meal was served 
with homemade baked goods donated by members. We 
thank Miss snPj 2017 Elizabeth Hartman (138) for at-
tending and entertaining us with a Macedonian song and 
instrumental. 

We also thank co-Miss Talent 2017 Meredith Maresh, 
a member of Chicago Lodge 449, for demonstrating her 
talent for design and pattern making through the construc-
tion of a Slovenian peasant costume from start to finish. 

Our program also included a performance by Cecilia 
Dolgan (576), who entertained us with slovenian songs 
accompanied by Vince Rigler (449). Vince provided the 
music for our dance as well. Everyone had a good time, 
and we’re looking forward to next year’s event.

Chicago Federation 
dinner dance offers 
a sampling of culture

The members of Slavija Lodge 1 were pleased to visit with Miss SNPJ 2017 
ELIZABETH HARTMAN (138) during the Aug. 21 dinner dance hosted by 
the Chicago District Federation. The afternoon program included musical 
entertainment performed by Miss SNPJ and co-Miss Talent 2017 Elizabeth 
Hartman, Cecilia Dolgan and Vince Rigler, along with a presentation by 
SNPJ co-Miss Talent 2017 Meredith Maresh (449).
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The SNPJ Farm
2016 Dance Schedule

Oct. 23 Pancake & Sausage Polka Brunch 10 to 1
  ($12 per person)

Dancers enjoy the finest in Cleveland-style polkas and 
waltzes at the SNPJ Farm. For additional information 
phone (440) 256-3423 or (440) 461-6476.

SNPJ Farm, 10946 Heath Road, Kirtland, Ohio
off Chardon Road (Route 6), three miles east of Route 306
For information phone (440) 256-3423 or (440) 461-6476
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 JAY SEDMAk
	 Editor,	SNPJ	Publications

Sunday, October 23  •  2-6 p.m.
SNPJ Lodge 87 Crystal Ballroom, Herminie, Pa.

Westmoreland County (Pa.) Federation
of SNPJ Lodges

Donation: $10 — Food & Refreshments Available

Membership Drive
Dance

music by

Bob Kravos Band of Cleveland
featuring Bob Turcola

50-Year Members
October 2016
 Lodge Member
 A01 Clifford L. Moffett
	 2	 Donna	J.	Slatner
	 3	 Linda	J.	Pritt
 6 Mary R. McLaren
 8 Jeanne	M.	Jungbauer
 31 Cynthia M. Buila
	 34	 William	P.	Wacker
 89 Patricia A. Mihalich
	 107	 Rosemary	Skuta
	 138	 Janis	F.	Yarkosky
	 142	 Raymond	Mersek
 158 Sondra S. Meden
	 158	 Janice	M.	Verch
 216 Harry C. Woolner
 225 Karlene K. Spencer
 245 Lawrence	S.	Refosco
	 257	 Marilyn	Jira
	 265	 Juliann	Bridgewater
 274 Gary P. Nastase
 321 Linda K. Savor
	 564	 Margaret	J.	Roy
 564 Edna M. Koss

Lodge Member
	 584	 John	S.	Erickson
 584 Paul A. Michaels
	 584	 Jane	M.	Bena
 604 Louise Gruden
 617 Cheryl C. Smith
 626 Gloria	J.	Hackenberg
	 643	 William	R.	Jamieson
 686 Wilfred G. Ellis
	 715	 Robert	A.	Irwin
 715 Nancy L. Sylvester
	 715	 Joyce	M.	Scott
 723 Cheryl A. LaVella
	 729	 Margaret	Sebetich
	 771	 Charles	J.	Skocic
 771 Diana L. Tavern
	 771	 Jack	Lupo	Jr.
	 771	 Jo	Ann	Lupo
 776 Nicholas Horney
	 781	 Leo	F.	Gorenshek
	 782	 Susan	J.	Bozich
	 786	 Andrew	J.	Kotnik	Jr.

60-Year Members
October 2016
 Lodge Member
 A01 Mary P. Reichl
	 6	 Judith	A.	Risher
	 8	 John	S.	Lustig
	 8	 Peter	J.	Marianovich
	 31	 David	C.	Germadnik
	 41	 Joseph	Santel
	 138	 Samuel	G.	Mazza	Jr.

Lodge Member
 254 Harry E. Sedlmyer
	 562	 Elizabeth	J.	Timko
 584 Hubert P. Campeau
 626 Catherine A. Stroh
 643 Lois A. Vrable
 782 Rose M. Melle

 Lodge Member
 FD4 Lyle W. Calvert
 2 Stefan Nemeth
 6 Alice Rice
	 371	 Angie	Briski

70-Year Members
October 2016

Lodge Member
 559 Bernard Malnar
 559 Rudolph Smolich
	 559	 Wyatt	B.	Somrek

 Lodge Member
	 2	 Mary	Rudzinski
	 87	 Elizabeth	Urchasko
	 106	 Anna	Ergen	McLane

80-Year Members
October 2016

by CHRIS PETUKAUSKAS (33)
Federation Secretary

STRABANE, Pa. — Come one, 
come all and join the slovene Fed-
eration of snPj Lodges of Western 
Pennsylvania for a night of rooting 
on your horse(s) to victory! Who will 
most creatively name their horse? 
We’ll find out at our 2016 Night at 
the Races event.

not only can you hoot, holler 

and cheer, you can enjoy a tasty 
meal prepared by Federation Vice 
President Brian Patosky (106). The 
evening’s menu will offer fresh pulled 
pork, mouthwatering baked chicken, 
scrumptious cheesy potatoes, melt-in-
your-mouth green beans, tasty tossed 
salad, a delicious dessert, draft beer 
and soft drinks. Wow! – all that for 
an admission price of $10!

The price to purchase a horse is 

$10. If you buy two horses, you get one 
free admission. If your horse comes 
in first place, you’ll win $50! There 
will also be a silent auction with many 
nice selections, along with a 50/50 
drawing. Tickets can be purchased 
ahead of time by calling Don Progar 
at (724) 747-6429; tickets will also be 
available at the door.

Don’t miss out on this entertaining, 
high-roller evening. Come socialize 

with your friends and have dinner 
while taking a chance to walk away 
with some very nice prizes. Oh, and 
we can’t forget the drawing for your 
chance to win a half pig for your 
freezer. You can get lots of meals 
from that!

All of this night at the Races fun 
will be coming to you saturday, nov. 
12, at snPj Lodge 138 in strabane. 
The doors will open at 5:30 p.m., din-

ner will be served at 6 and the horses 
will enter the track at 7. Get ready for 
some action at this fun-filled event!

Proceeds from this event help the 
Federation sponsor activities such 
as Youth Roundup, the Miss snPj 
Pageant, slovenefest and the slovene 
Radio Program.

I hope to see many of you at the 
finish line on Saturday, Nov. 12, in 
strabane!

join in the high-stakes fun of the W. Pa. Federation night at the Races

Badger jabber
by BOB SMOLE

Lodge 584

MILWAUkEE — The autumn season 
brings a better time of the year, as far as 
I am concerned. Cooler temperatures, 
lower humidity, the changing colors of the 
trees. It’s just better all the way around.  
Again, that’s my opinion. You may have a 
different outlook, and that’s O.K. We had 
a wonderful summer, although it was a bit 
too hot for me. We enjoyed having all the 
grandkids, great-grandkids and friends 
over to cool off in the pool. That’s what 
it’s for, and we took advantage of it as 
much as we could.

Our regular Badger Lodge 584 meeting 
took place as scheduled on sept. 8, begin-
ning at 7 p.m. The minutes of the previ-
ous meeting and the financial treasurer’s 
report were presented and accepted as 
read. A moment of silence was observed 
for deceased members sis. Lillian Mae 
skrobis of Greendale, Wis.; sis. Elvera 
Roberts of Lake Villa, Ill.; sis. Ann schulz 
of Thiensville, Wis.; and sis. Dolores M. 
Kodrich of West Allis, Wis. The Badger 
Lodge extends its sincere condolences to 
the families of these dedicated members. 

Farewell, dear sisters, farewell.
It was mentioned that the Milwaukee 

snPj Balina League has come to a close. 
A great time was had during this competi-
tive season. The league will celebrate the 
winners at a banquet scheduled to take 
place at Meyer’s Restaurant on Oct. 3.

On Oct. 9, st. john the Evangelist 
Church, 84 and Cold spring Road, is cel-
ebrating its 100th anniversary. Archbishop 
jerome Listecki will be the celebrant at the 
11 a.m. Mass. slovenian Ambassador Dr. 
Božo Cerar will also be in attendance. Fol-
lowing the Mass will be a reception in the 
Fr. Lawrence Grom Activity Center/Gym. 
A call for baked goods has been made. 
Registration for this event has passed, but 
you may check with Gail Peters at (414) 
541-1316 to see if space is still available.

On nov. 8, U.A.W. Branch #43 will 
have a bake sale from 3:15 to 8 p.m. at 
the spanish Immersion school, 88th and 
Warnimont. This is also Election Day, 
so after you place your vote for the next 
President of the United states, come on 
over and purchase some delicious home-
made baked goods.

Attendance awards were won by Broth-
ers Don Lesar and jeff Mlaker, with the 
additional prize donated by Bro. Tom and 
sis. jan Gehm won by Bro. Don Lesar. 
There were no reported birthdays to ac-

knowledge with song this month.
There has been some discussion regard-

ing the re-organization of the Milwaukee 
slovenian Retirees Club which recently 
disbanded. They are hoping to find some 
young, retired slovenians in the area who 
are interested in this reorganization to 
step forward. There are no further details 
available as of this writing, but when 
they become available I will make sure 
to post them.

This short meeting was motioned to 
adjourn and passed. Coffee and donated 
desserts were placed for consumption. 
It seems as though our coffee socials 
that follow the meetings are becoming 
more lengthy than the actual meetings. 
not much business to discuss during the 
summer months.

It was recently learned the Bro. Bruce 
schwabe is dealing with some medical 
issue that are hopefully now resolved after 
some surgery. Bro. schwabe is currently 
recuperating at home. Best wishes, Bruce, 
for a complete and speedy recovery.

Our next regular Badger Lodge 584 
meeting will take place at 7 p.m. at the 
Mary Queen of Heaven gym, 2360 s. 
106 st., West Allis, on Oct. 13. Bro. Tim 
Donovan is very punctual and starts the 
meetings precisely at 7 p.m. Come on out 
and join us.

PROSVETA 2016 Publication Dates

Publication dates are highlighted in black boxes; deadline dates are circled. The deadline for submissions is noon 
on the third Wednesday of each month, unless otherwise noted above or on the front page. Submissions may be 
mailed to PROSVETA at 247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126; faxed to (724) 695-1555; e-mailed to 
prosveta@snpj.com; or submitted via the Publications section of the SNPJ website, www.snpj.org.
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SNPJ Crossword
BACK TO SCHOOL (#0916) solution Bro. richard J. Kress

• Lodge 665 •
PITTSBURGH — The mem-
bers of Lodge 665 sadly an-
nounce the Aug. 3, 2016, pass-
ing of Bro. Richard j. Kress, 
77, of Pittsburgh.

Bro. Kress was a graduate of 
Central Catholic High school, 
class of 1958, and Duquesne 
University, class of 1962. He 
worked for many years at 
Kress shirts on Bryant st. in 
Highland Park, Pa. 

A 48-year snPj member, 
Richard was also a member 
of the Knights of Columbus, 
KsKj and IsDA. He was a life-
long member of the American 
Fraternal Union (AFU), and 
served as AFU national presi-
dent for many years. He was 
an avid golfer and Pittsburgh 
sports fan. 

Bro. Kress was the be-
loved husband of Annette j. 
Kress; the father of Marisa 
(Chris) Parrish and Courtney 
(Ramsey) McGrory; brother of 
Francis Kress, Kathleen Hes-
senthaler and Donald Kress; 
and grandfather of Bryce and 
Peyton Parrish and Anna, john 
and Riley McGrory. He is also 
survived by several nieces and 
nephews. 

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Bro. Kress 
on Aug. 6 at st. joseph Church, 
Verona, Pa. Private interment 
followed.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 665 and the slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Kress’ family, relatives and 
friends on their loss. 

sis. PauliNe J. saKely
• Lodge 6 •

SYGAN, Pa. — The sakely 
family and members of Lodge 
6 sadly report the Aug. 20, 
2016, passing of sis. Pauline 
julie sakely, 98, of Benton, 
Mich.

sis. sakely was born in 
Muse, Pa., the daughter of 
Anthony and Antonia Kumer. 
she married Tony sakely on 
Aug. 16, 1936. 

Pauline was a member of 
st. joan of Arc Church and the 
Red Hat society, and was an 
80-year snPj member. 

snPj was an integral part 
of her life from the time she 
was born. Her parents signed 
her into membership when 
she was baptized, showing the 
significance of the family’s 
slovenian heritage. 

When Pauline married Tony 
sakely, they danced, served 

and enjoyed the company of 
friends at ballroom locations 
all around the Pittsburgh area. 
It was a beautiful sight to 
watch Tony and Pauline dance 
together as one. 

After her beloved Tony 
passed away, Pauline’s life 
was wrapped around her fam-
ily, friends, dancing, serving 
and loving everyone she met. 
Pauline never met a stranger, 
as evidenced by a lifetime of 
friends. 

sis. sakely was preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Tony sakely; daughters sandy 
Bevilacqua and Diane Powers; 
and granddaughter Angela 
Bevilacqua. she is survived 
by a daughter, Toni Hauch; 
10 grandchildren; 27 great-
grandchildren; and three great-
great-grandchildren. she will 
be greatly missed. 

A celebration of life service 
was held Aug. 27 at st. joan of 
Arc Catholic Church in south 
Park, Pa., officiated by Fr. 
Pribonic.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 6 and the slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to sis. 
sakely’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

SiS. genevieve griLc
• Lodge 2 •

LA SALLE, Ill. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 2 sadly announce 
the sept. 1, 2016, passing of sis. 
Genevieve Grilc, 94, of DePue, 
Ill., in Heartland Manor Care, 
Peoria, Ill.

sis. Grilc was born nov. 
5, 1921, in DePue to An drew 
and Mary (Bosco) Kuhar. she 
married john Grilc on Oct. 
1, 1949, in st. Mary Catholic 
Church, DePue; he pre ceded 
her in death on March 17, 1976.

Genevieve was a graduate 
of DePue High school. she 
worked as a lab tech for new 
jersey Zinc/Mobil Chemi-
cal. In addition to her snPj 
Lodge 2 membership, she was 
a mem ber of st. Mary Catholic 
Church and VFW Auxiliary.

survivors include her 
daughter, Beverly (Dolan) 
Kimble; her son, Mark (Robin) 
Grilc; four grandchildren, 
joshua (Erin) Kimble, Theresa 
(Trent) solorio, Hillary (T.j.) 
Templeton and jacob (Olivia) 
Grilc; eight great-grandchil-
dren, Dun can, shane, Tristen, 
Harri son, Greyson, Brynn, 
Graham and Ainsley; and her 
sister, Louise Murphy.

In addition to her hus band, 
she was preceded in death by 
her brothers and sisters.

A Mass of Chris tian Bur ial 
for sis. Grilc was celebrated 
sept. 3 at st. Mary Catholic 
Church, DePue. Burial fol-
lowed in st. Mary’s Cemetery.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 2 and the slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to sis. 
Grilc’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

sis. rose J. KliNar
• Lodge 254 •

BON AIR, Pa. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 254 sadly an-
nounce the sept. 8, 2016, pass-
ing of sis. Rose j. Klinar, 99, 
of johnstown, Pa., at Arbutus 
Park Manor.

sis. Klinar was born july 
12, 1917, in Bon Air to the 
late john and jennie (Marolt) 
Milavec. She was the first in 
her family to graduate from 
high school, graduating from 
Franklin High school in 1935. 
she worked for the U.s. selec-
tive service Draft Board in 
johnstown during World War 
II, then for Penelec in the pay-
roll department. 

Rose was a member of saint 
Benedict Catholic Church in 
Geistown for over 60 years. 
she was also a member of the 
s.O.A.R. organization, a life-
time member of the Rich land 
American Legion Post #849 
Ladies Auxiliary, and an 80-
year member of snPj Lodge 
254 for which she was honored 
with a dinner in 2015.

sis. Klinar was a Cub scout 
den mother and active with 
Highland Booster Baseball. 
she was a proud supporter of 
all family activi ties, attending 
events regularly until recent 
years, and enjoyed following 
Pitts burgh sports.

Rose was an avid gardener, 
canner, cook and baker. she 
made the best apple strudel 
and homemade bread ever. she 
experienced a rich, full life.

sis. Klinar was pre ceded 
in death by her husband of 50 
years, Henry j. Klinar; brothers 
john, Frank, Andy, Ed, Lad-
die, Bill and steve; and sisters 
jennie, julie, Mary and Elsie. 
she is survived by her loving 
chil dren, Henry B. (janet) 
Klinar, Kathleen Douris and 
john M. (Karey) Kli nar; her 
eight grandchildren, Henry W., 
jillian, Ashley, Lena, Maura, 
Rose (born on sis. Klinar’s 
birthday), Heather and john; 
seven great-grandchildren; 
and her beloved nieces and 
nephews.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 254 and the slovene 

National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to sis. 
Klinar’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. KeNNeth d. dimicK sr.
• Lodge 689 •

HELPER, Utah — The 
members of Lodge 689 sadly 
announce the sept. 9, 2016, 
passing of Bro. Kenneth Dar-
win Dimick sr. (affectionately 
known to all as “Red”), 90, of 
Helper, under the loving care of 
the staff at the Beehive Home 
of Price, Utah.

Bro. Dimick was born May 
6, 1926, in sunnyside, Utah, 
to Earl and Adelaid Locke 
Dimick. He married the love of 
his life, Louise skerl, Aug. 10, 
1948, in Helper; she preceded 
him in death on jan. 6, 2015.

Red was a lifelong resident 
of Carbon County, Utah, and 
graduate of Carbon High 
school and Carbon College 
where he excelled in sports. 
He was an avid outdoorsman, 
sports enthusiast and golfer 
who never missed a Tuesday 
with the seniors at the Carbon 
Country Club.

In addition to snPj Lodge 
689, Bro. Dimick was a mem-
ber of the Catholic Church and 
Price Elks Lodge #1550 where 
he was respected by all. He 
honor ably served his country in 
the U.s. Army Air Corp. during 
World War II. Red was a true 
gentleman, friend and constant 
companion who dedicated his 
life to the service of others. He 
will be sorely missed by all and 
his memo ries will be cherished 
for generations.

survivors include his four 
children, Renee saccomano, 
Debbie (Gordon) small, Ken-
neth (Aimee) Dimick jr. and 
Robert O. (Lisa) Dimick; a 
brother- in-law, Henry skerl; 
nine grandchildren; 13 great-
grandchildren; and a commu-
nity of friends.

In addition to his parents 
and his wife, Richard was pre-
ceded in death by three broth-
ers, Avon, Mitchel and Donald 
Dimick; a sister, norma jean 
Dimick; and a son-in-law, Alan 
saccomano.

A Funeral Mass for Bro. 
Dimick was celebrated sept. 
12 at st. Anthony Catholic 
Church, Helper. A committal 
service followed in Mt. View 
Cemetery, Helper.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 689 and the slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Dimick’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

by JOE VALENCIC (5)
Polka Hall of Fame

EUCLID, Ohio — When the 
autumn leaves start to turn, 
it’s time to take a turn on the 
dance floor at the National 
Cleveland-style Polka Hall 
of Fame Harvest Polka Party 
planned for Friday, Oct. 28, 
at the Croatian Lodge Party 
Center in Eastlake, Ohio. This 

elegant evening of the finest 
Cleveland-style polkas and 
waltzes will feature two Hall 
of Fame legends, Eddie Rodick 
and his high-powered polka 
band, and the classic stylings 
of George staiduhar and his 
orchestra, plus up-and-comer 
joshua Kay on the accordion.

Come for dinner and stay 
for the dance from 6 to 11 

p.m. Enjoy schnitzel dinners, 
sausages and many other treats 
catered by Dubrovnik Gardens. 
Try your luck at the slovenian 
drawings – you may go home 
with a gift basket full of deli-
cious goodies. 

The Croatian Lodge is lo-
cated on Lake shore Blvd. at 
Route 91-som Center Road. 
Purchase your $10 ticket in 

advance through the Polka Hall 
of Fame, 605 East 222nd st. in 
Euclid, next to Euclid City Hall. 
Tickets are $12 at the door, and 
those 18 and under are admitted 
free. The Polka Hall of Fame 
is open Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Friday and saturday from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. For informa-
tion phone (216) 261-FAME 
or e-mail polkashop@aol.com.

Polka Hall of Fame hosting Harvest Polka Party

DEATHS REPORTED
For the month of June 2016
   DATE OF
LODGE NAME DEATH CITY-STATE
	 A02	 Cecilia	G.	Wind	 06-07-2016	 Pittsburgh,	Pa.
	 2	 Emily	A.	Marchiori	 05-07-2016	 Peru,	Ill.
	 2	 Helen	J.	Debosik	 04-24-2016	 Oglesby,	Ill.
	 2	 Victoria	Rathbun	 06-05-2016	 Peru,	Ill.
	 6	 Carol	Choma	 03-18-2016	 Phoenixville,	Pa.
	 6	 Eugene	F.	Partin	 05-13-2016	 Canonsburg,	Pa.
 6 Doris	Swerkle-Toluka	 04-04-2016	 Bridgeville,	Pa.
	 6	 Jakob	Dalke	 05-14-2016	 Bridgeville,	Pa.
 6 Robert E. Dolinar 04-11-2016 East	Palestine,	Ohio
	 8	 Michael	E.	Zupancic	 11-16-2015	 Riverside,	Ill.
	 8	 Helen	M.	Augustyn	 05-11-2016	 Lansing,	Ill.
	 31	 Jennie	M.	Styduhar	 05-08-2016	 Hermitage,	Pa.
	 34	 Patricia	P.	Predan	 04-25-2016	 Greenwood,	Ind.
	 34	 Donald	J.	Jarc	 05-14-2016	 Clinton,	Ind.
	 41	 Marion	M.	Jereb	 03-24-2016	 Union,	N.J.
	 89	 Virginia	A.	Maslyk	 05-27-2016	 Burgettstown,	Pa.
	 89	 Catherine	Moskun	 05-25-2016	 Ravenna,	Ohio
	 106	 Leonard	A.	Brown	 04-28-2016	 McKees	Rocks,	Pa.
	 138	 Margaret	Z.	Eakin	 04-21-2016	 Asheboro,	N.C.
	 138	 Jean	Popp	 05-05-2016	 Canonsburg,	Pa.
	 138	 Mary	Ann	Boyan	 05-21-2016	 Canonsburg,	Pa.
	 138	 James	D.	Clawson	 06-04-2016	 Houston,	Pa.
	 138	 John	Pavlik	Jr.	 06-03-2016	 Canonsburg,	Pa.
	 138	 Roberta	M.	Tomsic	 06-05-2016	 Canonsburg,	Pa.
	 190	 Richard	J.	Shappek	 05-17-2016	 Front	Royal,	Va.
	 190	 Frank	Prince	 06-08-2016	 South	Fork,	Pa.
 223 James	A.	Witherspoon	 05-08-2016	 Atkins,	Ark.
	 225	 John	M.	Yoger	 10-21-2015	 Girard,	Kan.
	 265	 Daniel	Golinski	 04-09-2016	 McDonald,	Pa.
	 358	 Van	W.	Possage	 05-18-2016	 Lisbon,	Ohio
	 449	 Michael	Guriel	 04-17-2016	 Knox,	Ind.
	 459	 Jane	Figula	 05-27-2016	 Burton,	Mich.
	 518	 Michele	M.	Dick	 06-14-2016	 Plymouth	Twp.,	Mich.
 564 Kathryn Seres Damen	 12-27-2015	 Gladwin,	Mich.
	 566	 David	A.	Adams	 04-17-2016	 Mentor,	Ohio
	 584	 Dorothy	Rose	Smith	 05-15-2016	 Chisholm,	Minn.
	 677	 Rose	Marie	Fritz	 03-20-2016	 Traverse	City,	Mich.
	 686	 Agnes	M.	Dimberio	 01-26-2016	 Virginia,	Minn.
	 715	 Phyllis	A.	Gentile	 06-09-2016	 Apollo,	Pa.
	 721	 Paulette	Wanchock	 05-04-2016	 Aliquippa,	Pa.
	 723	 Marva	J.	Allman	 06-06-2016	 Smithfield,	Utah
 782 Christopher	J.	Dekleva	 01-17-2016	 Pittsburgh,	Pa.

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary

In Loving Memory

you are always in our hearts...
Sophie & Tony Kren
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Four-Person Team Event
Entry fee $60 per team

sunday Only

Submit bowlers’ names by position in lineup

2016 SNPJ Fall Classic Bowling Tournament
October 15-16, 2016

The entry fee in each event is $15 per bowler, $7 of which shall be used for prizes 
and $8 for bowling. An extra $5 is charged to all who desire to compete for 

handicap all-events prizes. The Slovene National Benefit Society adds $6 per 
member to each prize fund except all-events.

Return form, along with fees of $15 per person, per event, to:
Slovene National Benefit Society

Att’n. Kevin Richards
247 West Allegheny Rd, Imperial, PA 15126

Phone: 1-800-843-7675
Make checks payable to SNPJ

EnTRY DEADLInE Is OCTOBER 3, 2016
The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament rules are
available by contacting the snPj Fraternal Department, 247 West Allegheny 
Road, Imperial, PA 15126. Rules are also available online at www.snpj.org.

hosted by Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 at

Paradise Island Bowl
7601 Grand Ave. • Neville Island, PA 15225

Phone: (412) 264-6570
www.paradiseislandbowl.com
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person
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Doubles & singles 
Entry fee $30 per person

saturday Only

Doubles & Singles Events
saturday, Oct. 15, 10:30 a.m.

Team Event 
sunday, Oct. 16, 10:30 a.m.

Team name _____________________________________
Team captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

SNPJ fraternal sympathies

by DOUG ELERSICH (566) 
Zarja Slovenian Singing Society

EUCLID, Ohio — Zarja’s Centennial 
Celebration Concert is almost here! 

That’s right, on sunday, Oct. 30, the 
Zarja slovenian singing society will pres-
ent its official 100th anniversary concert 
at the slovenian society Home, located at 
20713 Recher Ave. in Euclid.

Through the years, Zarja has performed 
various types of music, slovenian and other  
styles, and the program will reflect that 

repertoire. Music by the likes of j. strauss 
jr., Anton Foerster, Radovan Gobec, slak, 
the Avseniks and others will be featured. In 
addition, there will be guest performances 
from other well-known local slovenian 
music groups, and other pleasant surprises.

The doors will open at 2:30 p.m. with 
the concert beginning at 3. The music of 
Patty C & The Guys, along with sand-
wiches and beverages, will follow the 
program at 5 p.m.

Tickets for the program are $15 and 

can be purchased from your favorite Zarja 
member; at the Cleveland-style Polka Hall 
of Fame; by phoning Barbara at (440) 257-
2540 or Karen at (216) 481-1379; or by 
e-mailing bjelersich@yahoo.com.  

We would like to take this opportunity 
to express our sincere thanks to our pro-
gram patrons, the snPj and ProSveTA, 
for their continued support through the 
years. We invite all to come to our celebra-
tion on sunday, Oct. 30, at the slovenian 
society Home in Euclid.

join Zarja singers for their centennial celebration

Important figures to consider...
29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

1-800-843-7675

!
If your coverage is over 5 years old,

contact SNPJ for a policy review.



by JOHN VALDISERRI (138)
Broughton Slovenian Hall

BROUGHTON, Pa. — Many 
have been asking, and we have 
the answer: saturday, Oct. 22, 
is the date that the Broughton 
slovenian Hall Association 
will welcome Ron Likovic 
& Friends to the stage with a 

special appearance by Frank 
and Darryl Valencic.

It seems that many people 
around southwestern Pennsyl-
vania like this “old-fashioned 
slovenian Hall” since we have 
fielded many questions as to 
when the next polka dance at 
Broughton would be. We love 

to hear that question, and we 
love it even more when we 
can keep that slovenian music 
cranking!

The entertainment will run 
from 5 to 9 p.m.; the doors will 
open at 4:30. The admission 
donation is $10 per person, 
and food will be available for 

a small donation.
The Broughton slovenian 

Hall is located in the south 
Hills Broughton/Curry/south 
Park vicinity. For those who 
haven’t visited the hall and will 
be using a GPs, our address is 
1125 Edith Ave., Pittsburgh, 
PA 15236.

Broughton Hall bringing back the music this fall

SNPJ Scholarship Fund Donations
for the months of July and August 2016
SNPJ	Lodge	566,	Euclid,	Ohio .................. $2,000
	 In	celebration	of	the	Lodge’s	90th	anniversary
SNPJ	Lodge	584,	Milwaukee ........................$243
	 Tony	Mlinar	Sr.	Memorial	Golf	Outing	donation
Friends	&	family	of	Anna	Kos	Witt,
Santa	Rosa,	Calif...........................................$135
	 In	memory	of	Anna	Kos	Witt
Valare	Bromley	&	family,
Whitby,	Ontario,	Canada ...............................$100
	 In	memory	of	Catherine	Gradisek
Donald	W.	Kranitz	Sr.	(87),
Winston-Salem,	N.C. ...................................... $50
	 In	memory	of	Catherine	Gradisek

Jim	&	Laurie	Cadez	(138),	Canonsburg,	Pa. .. $25
	 In	memory	of	Bruce	Plemel

Bob	&	Rose	Marie	Lawrence	(138),
Strabane,	Pa. .................................................. $25
	 In	memory	of	Tony	Bole

Kathy	Paulenich	(776),	Sharon,	Pa. ............... $20
	 In	memory	of	Tony	Bole

Kathy	Paulenich	(776),	Sharon,	Pa. ............... $20
	 In	memory	of	Bea	Cvetas

Mr.	&	Mrs.	Edward	Engel	(138),
Canonsburg,	Pa .............................................. $20
	 In	memory	of	John	Pavlik

Frank	Barbish	(138),	Canonsburg,	Pa. ........... $20
	 In	memory	of	John	Pavlick

Kathleen	Paulenich	(776),	Sharon,	Pa. .......... $20
	 In	memory	of	John	Sadar

Nancy	Paolini,	Ewing,	N.J. ............................. $20
	 In	memory	of	Catherine	Gradisek

SNPJ	Lodge	265,	Southview,	Pa. ....................$10
	 In	memory	of	Norman	B.	Brady

SNPJ	Lodge	265,	Southview,	Pa. ....................$10
	 In	memory	of	Shirley	F.	Maga

SNPJ	Lodge	265,	Southview,	Pa. ....................$10
	 In	memory	of	Phyllis	H.	Druga

by JOE VALENCIC (5)
Polka Hall of Fame

EUCLID, Ohio — Everyone 
knows there’s love in every 
slovenian: romantic love, 
family love, love of nature, and 
love of country and heritage. 
The Glasbena Matica slove-
nian singing society invites 
you to a vocal love fest on sun-
day, Oct. 16, at the slovenian 
society Home, 20713 Recher 

Ave. in Euclid. You’ll enjoy 
favorite slovenian melodies 
and art songs, and familiar 
American tunes from stage 
and screen, each about the 
way we love.

For this concert, Glasbena 
Matica will perform in the 
ballroom of the slovenian 
society Home in Euclid. The 
chorus has been a musical 
mainstay of Cleveland’s slo-

venian community since 1930. 
Happy hour will begin at 2 p.m. 
and the curtain will rise for the 
concert at 3. After the show, 
stay for dancing with Patty C & 
The Guys. It’ll be a great way 
to start off the autumn cultural 
season. You can sample the 
Glasbena Matica experience 
on YouTube.

Angela Perrine directs 
the chorus, with accompani-

ment by Michael Cercek and 
Glasbena Matica members. 
Admission to the concert and 
dance is $15 per person; those 
12 and under are free. Tickets 
are available from chorus 
members and at the Polka 
Hall of Fame, 605 East 222nd 
st. in Euclid, or call (216) 
261-FAME. For additional 
concert information, phone 
(440) 449-5643.

You’ll love the Glasbena Matica fall performance

by MARTHA MEGLICH
Lodge 53 Secretary/Treasurer

CLEVELAND — The days 
of summer are over and soon 
the cold winds will bring 
snow. This summer was one 
of the hottest in recent years. 
Air conditioners were work-
ing overtime as temperatures 
reached the 80’s and 90’s, but 
that didn’t stop V Boj Lodge 
53 officers from making sum-

mer plans.
Our Lodge picnic was held 

june 19 at the snPj Farm 
in Kirtland, Ohio. We were 
fortunate to have a picnic date 
in the early summer, when the 
weather was still very comfort-
able. Thanks to everyone who 
helped, especially to our two 
young adults, Anthony and 
Gregory Raimondo.

Lodge 53 officers visited the 

slovene Home for the Aged on 
july 28 and sept. 22, and helped 
the residents play bingo. After-
ward, we treated the residents 
to a delicious piece of cake 
which they all enjoyed.

Our bus trip to Walnut 
Creek on sept. 13 was very 
well received. A total of 47 
“senior teenagers” enjoyed a 
day of fun. 

We made our first stop at 

The Farm at Walnut Creek 
where we rode on a horse-
drawn wagon to feed the 
animals. Then it was on to 
Der Dutchman for a delicious 
Amish dinner. Our next stop 
was the Amish Country The-
ater for a delightful comedy 
featuring a ventriloquist and 
much more.

saturday, nov. 5, is the date 
of the V Boj Lodge 53 110th 

anniversary celebration. This 
event will take place at the slo-
venian Workmen’s Home on 
Waterloo Road. Members and 
friends are invited to attend.

The doors will open at 2:30 
p.m. A delicious slovenian 
dinner will be served which 
will include everything from 
soup to potica. The Wayne 
Tomsic Orchestra will pro-
vide music for everyone to 

enjoy. We’ll also be honoring 
this year’s 50-year members. 
sadly, 70-year member Evelyn 
Melinsky passed away earlier 
this year.

We’re looking forward to 
seeing many of our members 
at this special celebration. For 
additional information, please 
contact Pauline Barbish at 
(440) 944-9139 or Martha 
Meglich at (440) 884-5043.

For Lodge 53, a busy summer leads to a november anniversary celebration

by JEAN KOCI
Lodge 786 Secretary/Treasurer

ORANGE COUNTY, Calif. 
— The members of Lodge 786 
have started their campaign 
and fund-raising efforts in 
honor of Make A Difference 
Day on Oct. 22. 

This year we are raising 
funds for the Roosters Foun-
dation of Orange County. The 
Roosters provide support for 
small, local children’s chari-
ties and community groups 
that do not get national or 
government funding. For 37 
years, the Roosters have been 
giving service to the commu-
nity in this way, and we trust 
this 501(c)3 charity to pass on 
our donations to those in need 
fairly and efficiently.

Please make your donations 
now if you haven’t already done 
so. Mail checks or money or-
ders to jean Koci, 29476 Vista 
Plaza Dr., Laguna niguel, 
Calif. They can be made pay-
able to “Roosters Foundation” 
or “snPj Lodge 786.” All 
checks made payable to the 
Lodge will be converted into 
a single check for the Roosters. 
Our Lodge members have been 
very generous for many years 
now, and I trust that this trend 
will continue. Please get your 

The birthdays of Lodge 786 celebrants ROSEMARY MLAKAR, 
ARNIE KOCI and JEAN KOCI were recognized during the 
Lodge’s September meeting with a cake decorated by LINA 
KERWICK [standing].

Autumn, winter activities slated for Lodge 786
donation to me by Oct. 18. 
Thank you so much!

At our very busy sept. 
11 Lodge meeting, it was 
voted to continue taking part 
in november’s Family Two-
some Bowling Tournament 
which, in Orange County, is a 
social bowling event as well. 
Members and friends of all 
ages are invited to take part. 
Members with member chil-
dren or grandchildren between 
the ages of 3 and 17 can take 
part in the tournament, and all 
others will bowl for fun. Mark 
your calendar for Friday, nov. 
25, the day after Thanksgiving. 
We plan on reserving lanes at 
saddleback Lanes in Mission 
Viejo, Calif., and hope many 
of you will join us.

The fun will begin at 2 
p.m. We’ll bowl three games 
(at a very good price) and 
enjoy dinner from the menu 
at California Pizza Kitchen 
across the street. Bowling and 
dinner for youth members will 
be paid for, and the adults will 
bowl for small cash prizes. The 
location is Marguerite Pkwy. 
near the intersection of La 
Paz Road. Please let me know 
if you are coming and want to 
bowl by nov. 20. If you just 
want to join us for dinner, I 

also need a response to make 
that reservation.

Another item at our septem-
ber meeting was the decision 
to attend an L.A. Kings hockey 
game at staples Center on jan. 
7, 2017. The Kings will play 
Minnesota at 1 p.m. We must 
commit to at least 15 tickets in 
order to get two extra tickets for 
free, and more can be ordered 
if needed. Tickets will be in the 
$40-$45 range. More details 
will be given as final plans are 
made. One of the good things 
about purchasing group tickets 
is that, with the help of Cathy 
Udovch, there are no extra 
charges, like Ticketmaster 
fees. The printed tickets will 
be available to purchase from 
the Lodge soon. We had a lot 
of fun last january and some 
of us enjoyed a great tailgate 
party prior to the game. no 
promises this year, as it will 
depend on how everyone gets 
to the stadium and where they 
park. Here again, we need to 
know who is hoping to attend. 

Fred Mlakar is again in 
charge of the Vinska Trgatev 
(Grape Harvest Festival) in 
Fontana at the slovene Hall 
on sunday, nov. 6. He hopes 
to have a number of volunteers 
for the pageant. I’m in charge 

of table decorations, snacks 
and wine treats, as well as 
admissions. It always goes a 
lot smoother if help is available 
for these things.

since this is a Federation 
event, all snPj Lodges in 
California should participate 
in one way or another. Usually 
the northern Lodges donate 
money for a nice harvest bas-
ket to awarded to a drawing 
winner. Each paid admis-
sion includes a free drawing 
ticket for the four baskets that 
will be awarded. Additional 
tickets may be purchased to 
give guests another chance. 
This drawing is a highlight of 
the afternoon, and we always 
look forward to the music of 
Fred Mlakar and his band 
immediately after the 2 p.m. 
pageant. You can find more 
information in the article from 
the Federation.

The Orange Coast Lodge 
786 Christmas party will be 
held at Clubhouse 2 in Laguna 
Woods sunday, Dec. 4, from 
noon until 5 p.m. This is the 
newly-renovated large club-
house off of Moulton Pkwy. 
next to the main golf course 
through Gate 12. Members and 
some folks on our mailing list 
will receive an e-mail about 

this event sometime in novem-
ber, but mark you calendar now 
to make sure you aren’t away 
or working that day. This is 
the party we look forward to 
every year!

santa has already agreed to 
be there, so make sure to let me 
or Teresa know if your children 
will be there so we can pass on 
the word to our favorite santa 
who has not missed a party yet. 
We also need to know every 
driver’s name for the guard gate 
and as well as the number of 
attendees so please call me in 
plenty of time!

In addition to taking care 
of a lot of business at the 
september meeting, we had a 
very enjoyable social gather-
ing with Fred and Rosemary 
Mlakar as our hosts. Members 

and friends brought delicious 
appetizers and sides to go along 
with the lasagna, and there’s 
always a supply of beverages 
between the Lodge and oth-
ers who add to the bar. But I 
think one of the best parts of 
our gatherings is the music. 
Fred and Don played their ac-
cordions and Marty brought 
his violin for a great concert 
with many kinds of music. It 
was a perfect afternoon.  I must 
not forget the specially deco-
rated birthday cake that Lina 
brought to honor the september 
birthday celebrants: Rosemary, 
Arnie and me. Thanks for your 
thoughtfulness!

Enjoy all the Oktoberfests, 
Halloween parties and any 
other autumn celebrations. It’s 
a great time of year.

by WILMA VUKOVICH
Lodge 153 

YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio — The August 
Lodge 153 meeting was held in the main 
building at shepherd of the Valley in 
Poland, Ohio. All officers were in atten-
dance except Antoinette and Ed steinke, 
who were under the weather.

After much discussion, a motion was 
made to cancel our annual dance that 
was scheduled for sept. 11.

Our annual Lodge Christmas party 
will be held sunday, Dec. 4, at the 
Croatian Home on Vestal Road in 
Youngstown.

Happy birthday wishes go out to all 
members celebrating in August, septem-
ber and October. We would also like to 
extend best wishes to joe and Kay skebo 
on their 60th wedding anniversary.

On behalf of the Lodge, we’d like 
to extend condolences to the family of 

Ronald Krispli, who passed away March 
22, 2016. We would also like to extend 
get well wishes to joe Pitko, Ed steinke, 
Ann Babich and Chris Cernic.

The next Lodge 153 meeting will 
be held Tuesday, nov. 15, in the main 
building at shepherd of the Valley. The 
meeting will begin at 7 p.m. and refresh-
ments will be served. All members are 
welcomed and encouraged to attend. We 
hope to see you there!

Youngstown Lodge 153 making holiday plans

by KEVIN RICHARDS
Lodge 106

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Greet-
ings from Lodge 106 in 
Imperial. Our bar bingo 
continues on the second 
and fourth Thursdays of the 
month. special early bird 
games start at 6:30 p.m.; the 
first regular game starts at 7. 
Our kitchen is open during 
bar bingo evenings.

Lodge 106 will host the 
snPj Fall Classic Bowling 
Tournament the weekend 
of Oct. 15-16. Bowling will 
take place at Paradise Lanes 
with all social activities tak-
ing place at Lodge 106. The 
Rhythm Kings, along with 
the Western Pa. Button Box 
Club, will perform in the 
clubroom saturday, Oct. 15, 
from 7 to 11 p.m.

A polka dance featuring 
the Tady Brothers, jack and 

Dick, is scheduled sunday, 
Oct. 23, starting at 2 p.m. in 
the Imperial Room. 

Our adult Halloween 
party will take place in the 
clubroom on Friday, Oct. 
28. Come in costume for 
some great prizes. Our youth 
Halloween party will be held 
sunday, Oct. 30, in the Impe-
rial Room from 1 to 3 p.m.

Would you like to receive 
periodic e-mails from Lodge 
106 about upcoming events 
and important announce-
ments? If so, send an e-mail 
to snpj106@gmail.com and 
we’ll add you to our e-mail list.

Keep track of the activi-
ties going on at Lodge 106 
by visiting the “Upcoming 
Events” page on our website, 
www.snpjimperialpa.com. 
And be sure to check out snPj 
Lodge 106 on Facebook and 
“Like” us.

Lodge 106 scaring up
some fun for Halloween

by TONI THOMEY
Lodge 576 Recording Secretary

CLEVELAND — The 
Lodge 576 spartans had 
some very special birthday 
celebrations in september 
that I forgot to mention in 
my last article. I’d like to 
extend warm birthday wishes 
to our own Marion slejko, 
who turned 91, and to Angie 
Zabjek, who turned 95. These 
women are truly inspiring 
and adorably young-at-heart. 
We are very blessed to know 
them!

I’d also like to extend a 
happy anniversary wish to 
Pat and Lou novak, who cel-
ebrated their 48th this year. 
Congratulations, and here’s 
to another 48 more!

The spartans have many 
things planned for the fall. 
On Monday, Oct. 10, we’ll 
be volunteering at st. Mary’s 
Church in Collinwood, Ohio. 
We’ll be cooking and serving 

a spaghetti dinner to those 
who attend the Parish’s hot 
meal program. There are 
several shifts that need to be 
covered for this event, start-
ing at 4 p.m. for set-up, at 
5:30 for serving, and at 6:30 
for clean-up. Please contact 
Lou novak at (440) 461-6476 
if you are able to help at any 
of these times.

Our annual casino bus 
trip will take place saturday, 
nov. 19. This year we’ll be 
traveling to Presque Isle 
Downs Casino with a final 
stop at our favorite, Grand 
River Cellars Winery! seats 
go fast for this great event, so 
to save your spot on the bus or 
for more information, contact 
Lou novak at (440) 461-6476.

The next spartans Lodge 
576 meeting will be held at 
st Mary’s Church in Collin-
wood on Monday, Oct.  10, 
at 7 p.m. I hope to see you 
all there!

spartans anticipating
november casino trip

PROSVETA
October 3, 2016www.snpj.org • prosveta@snpj.com 7



8 PROSVETA
October 3, 2016 www.snpj.org • prosveta@snpj.com

S N P J   F r a t e r n a l

Members celebrating 50, 60, 70 and 80 years with the Slovene National Benefit Society

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President

Of the 2,000 life insurance companies and 
fraternal benefit societies operating in the 
U.s., less than 100 have been in existence 

as long as the SNPJ. As a not-for-profit fraternal 
benefit society, we have successfully provided life 
insurance to our members since 1904, along with a 
full package of social, athletic and cultural programs, 
scholarships, community service projects, and much 
more. snPj also offers annuities that can be used 
for IRAs and Roth IRAs.

Our more than 110 years of longevity and success 
have been made possible by the loyalty and dedica-
tion of our members. The snPj’s engine may have 
been built and its direction set by  its founders and 
subsequent leaders, but its path has been traveled, 
cleared and paved by our dedicated members.

As a way to show respect and appreciation to 
our longtime and loyal members, we recognize 

membership milestones with a custom gift. The 
years of membership are counted in terms of adult 
membership years, not including youth enrollment 
years. These milestones of recognition include 50, 
60, 70 and 80 years of adult membership.

We ask our Fraternal Honorees, once they have 
received their awards from the society, to submit a 
short report on their past and present lifestyle, includ-
ing their Lodge affiliation, hobbies and any other 
information that might be of interest to our readers.

In acknowledging these dedicated members, it is 
our privilege to show respect for these honorees by 
offering our thanks and appreciation for the loyalty 
they have shown the snPj for so many years. In this 
small way, through our offical SNPJ publication, we 
can etch their names even deeper into the archives 
of the Slovene National Benefit Society.

On behalf of the entire membership, we extend 
our congratulations to those members reaching these 
anniversary milestones. 

Sis. HELEN REHAR
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. BARBARA JEWkES
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Bro. LEONARD JAKLICH
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Bro. RAYMOND KLIMCHUK
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. BARBARA JEWkES
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. HELEN REHAR
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Bro. RAYMOND KLIMCHUK
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Bro. LEONARD JAKLICH
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Bro. LEONARD JAKLICH (566)

Sis. BARBARA JEWKES (689)
• Cleveland Lodge 576 and SNPJ 
honored Sis. VIDA ZAK for attain-
ing 70 years of membership. Sis. 
Zak writes:

“What a nice surprise — and 
very much appreciated. I wish 
SNPJ continued success, and 
hope I am around to enjoy the 
many benefits.”

Sis. VIDA ZAK
Cleveland Lodge 576

Cleveland, OH

• As a 70-year member of SNPJ, 
Bro. KENNETH KLADNIK was 
recognized by Irwin, Pa., Lodge 41 
and the Slovene National Benefit 
Society. Bro. Kladnik writes:

“I was born June 27, 1928, in 
the coal mining town of Claridge, 
Pa., where my childhood home 
still stands - barely!

“At 17 years old, I joined the 
Army and became a paratrooper 
to get out of signal school. I went 
to Ft. Benning, Georgia, where 
I graduated. I was sent to Sap-
paro, a northern island of Japan, 
and spent five years as a jumper 
in the 511th Airborn Signal Com-
pany, 11th Airborn Division. I got 
32 jumps under my belt and was 
paid an extra $50 a month.

“I was discharged from Ft. 
Campbell, Ken., then moved to 
Jeannette, Pa. I married by wife 
and we moved to St. Petersburg, 
Fla. It was too hot there for our 
liking, so we moved to North Caro-
lina, where I still reside in the little 
town of Maggie Valley.

“I turned 88 years old in June, 
then my wife and I celebrated 60 
years of marriage in September. 
I’m not in the best health as my left 
leg does not offer much support 
to get around. My mind is a little 
weak too.

“I recently received a blanket 
from SNPJ in honor of my mem-
bership anniversary. It will keep 
me warm this winter as it gets 
cold here in the mountains. My 
wife and I appreciate it very much. 
Thank you.”

Bro. KENNETH KLADNIK
Irwin, Pa., Lodge 41
Maggie Valley, NC

• As a 50-year member of SNPJ, 
Sis. HELEN REHAR was recog-
nized by Johnstown, Pa., Lodge 
749 and the Slovene National 
Benefit Society. Sis. Rehar writes:

“I am a 50-year member of the 
Slovene National Benefit Society, 
and I can’t believe it as I joined the 
Society later in life. I was really 
surprised to receive the beauti-
ful and useful wallet and pin; I’m 
making good use of both.

“I was born and raised in Wind-
ber, Pa., and have lived all my 
life in the same house. Windber 
was a big mining town, with 13 
mines and a population of over 
9,000 people. Now the mines are 
closed and our population is at 
4,200. Windber is 10 miles from 
the city of Johnstown, known as 
the ‘Flood City.’

“My mother, Jennie, was the 
secretary for many years for the 

celebrating
your SNPJ
anniversary?

If you would like to share 
your 50-, 60-, 70-, or 
80-year biography with 
PROSVETA, be sure to 
address your material 
to National President 
Joseph C. Evanish at 
247 West Allegheny 
Rd., Imperial, PA 15126

former SNPJ Lodge 421. As I got 
older, I helped her with her work for 
the Lodge. After a decline in mem-
bers, the Lodge 421 membership 
joined other Lodges. I now belong 
to Lodge 749 where Evelyn Dimpfl 
serves as secretary.

“I married a Slovenian from the 
DuBois area named Mirko Rehar. 
We had four children, two boys and 
two girls. We now have six grand-
children and five great-grandsons. 
They have all enriched our lives.

“Mirko and I traveled to Slovenia 
and Croatia twice; I am Croatian. 
We were able to meet all of our 
relatives and see the homes where 
our parents lived. They were awe-
some trips, and times that we 
reminisced about often.

“My husband and I enjoyed 
going to picnics, and dancing to 
Slovenian polkas and waltzes. 
The Evanstown Picnic Grove in 
Herminie, Pa., was our special 
place to dance. Mirko and I were 
married for 57 years, and now I 
have been widowed for nine years.

“Thank you for the gifts in honor 
of my 50th year with the SNPJ.”

Sis. HELEN REHAR
Johnstown, Pa., Lodge 749

Windber, PA

• Seventy-year SNPJ member 
Bro. JOSEPH YURICH was 
recognized by the Society and 
Detroit Lodge 564 for his longtime 
membership. Bro. Yurich writes:

“Thank you for the SNPJ blan-
ket celebrating my 70 years of 
fraternal dedication to SNPJ. I look 
forward to using it in the colder 
months ahead.

“After serving in the U.S. Army 
during the Korean War, I settled in 
Michigan and married my sweet-
heart, Donna. We have four beauti-
ful children, five grandchildren and 
one great-granddaughter.

“After retiring from General 
Motors and the grocery business, 
I found a new passion: running. I 
have completed over seven half-
marathons and many other races 
in between. I’ve been working over 
20 years at a large golf course, 
doing course maintenance in the 
summer months. In my spare 
time, I love to garden, read, work 
on jigsaw puzzles and spend time 
with my wonderful family.”

Bro. JOSEPH YURICH
Detroit Lodge 564

Wayne, MI

• Sis. BARBARA JEWkES, a 50-
year SNPJ member, was honored 
by Helper, Utah, Lodge 689 and 
the Society. Sis. Jewkes writes:

“I was born to John and Helen 
(Sluga) Costello in 1950. My 
parents enrolled me in SNPJ Lodge 
689, honoring my grandparents’ 
wishes as they all emigrated from 
Slovenia as young adults. Now, 
here I am celebrating my 50-year 
membership. I’d like to thank the 
SNPJ for the beautiful certificate 
and pin awarded to me.

“My parents were instrumental 
in instilling the importance of our 
Lodge and Slovenian heritage in 
my sisters and me. Both my mom 
and dad were Lodge officers, and 
my dad played the button box at 
many events.

“In 1969 I married Bill Jewkes. 
We lived and raised our children, 
Amy, Rodney and Jeremy, in 
Helper. Our three children and six 
grandchildren (Coty, Josie, Olivia, 
Sophie, Ryley and Noah) are 
members of the SNPJ. Amy and 
Rodney attended the Young Adult 
Conference representing Lodge 
689 when they were younger, 
and we have always participated 
in the annual Slovenian picnic for 
which I bake and donate potica. 
I also help a group from the local 
Lodges make apple strudel in the 
fall to be sold at the picnic.

“My husband and I are now 
retired. We enjoy spending time 
with family, traveling, camping and 
gardening in our yard.”

Sis. BARBARA JEWKES
Helper, Utah, Lodge 689

Helper, UT

• As a 60-year member of SNPJ, 
Sis. EVELYN DIMPFL was recog-
nized by Johnstown, Pa., Lodge 
749 and the Slovene National 
Benefit Society. Sis. Dimpfl writes:

“It was with surprise that I 
opened the gift from the SNPJ 
Home Office to find a beautiful 
silver pen commending my 60 
years of membership in this won-
derful Society.

“I have been an active member 
and officer of Lodge 749 for most 
of my life, becoming the recording 
secretary in 1963 and secretary in 
1984. It is with pride that I do my 
best to serve the members of my 
Lodge. Having been a delegate to 
eight SNPJ National Conventions, 
I have certainly learned a lot about 
the people and the fraternalism 
that SNPJ membership means.  

“My late husband Ken became 
a member and served as treasurer 
for both our Lodge and the Conem-
augh Valley Federation for many 
years. My sons Ken and Joe, their 
wives Amy and Elizabeth, and my 
grandchildren Felix and Greta are 
all proud SNPJ members. There 
have been three trips to Slovenia 
with SNPJ where we had many 
wonderful experiences, including 
meeting our Slovenian relatives.  

“Thank you so very, very much.”

Sis. EVELYN DIMPFL
Johnstown, Pa., Lodge 749

Johnstown, PA

• Seventy-year SNPJ member Bro. 
LEONARD JAKLICH was recog-
nized by the Society and Euclid, 
Ohio, Lodge 566 for his longtime 
membership. Bro. Jaklich writes:

“I was born Sept. 26, 1928, 
in Youngstown City Hospital, 
Youngstown, Ohio. My parents 
were Matt and Jean (Cimperman) 
Jaklich. We moved to Western 

Pennsylvania during the Depres-
sion; my dad lost his job and my 
uncle, Joe Marvich, said there was 
work at the Yukon, Pa., coal mine.

“I graduated from South 
Huntingdon High School in 1946. 
I then joined the U.S. Army for two 
years and was stationed in Japan. 
In 1948 I came home and helped 
my dad build his home.

“In 1950 I moved to Cleveland. 
I went to work at the ‘Enako-
pravnost.’ After my six-year ap-
prenticeship, I started working at 
the Cleveland Plain Dealer on April 
1, 1957. I stayed there for 35 years, 
retiring in 1992. I was employed 
as a linotype operator and also 
worked on paste-up, making ads.

“I married Theresa Rollins Feb. 
13, 1954. We had six children, 
four girls and two boys. We have 
seven grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. Later in life, 
Theresa developed Alzheimer’s 
and I took care of her for over 
15 years with the help of Grace 
Hospice. She passed away on 
Jan. 31, 2015.

“I keep busy these days by 
doing things around my house 
and yard. I love to travel, and go 
to Las Vegas every year with my 
daughter. I love sports, especially 
basketball and football, and at-
tend local high school football 
games every year with my son 
and grandson.”

Bro. LEONARD JAKLICH
Euclid, Ohio, Lodge 566

Mentor, OH

• Bro. RAYMOND KLIMCHUK, 
a 50-year SNPJ member, was 
honored by Borough of SNPJ, Pa., 
Lodge 776 and the Society. Bro. 
Klimchuk writes:

“Fifty years ago I made the 
best choice of my life by joining 
the SNPJ.

“I was born March 6, 1940, in 
Bessemer, Pa., to Frank and Mary 
Glassic Klimchuk. My grandfa-
ther, Martin Glassic, emigrated 
from Slovenia as did my great-
grandparents, Frank and Gertrude 
Macek.

“I attended several SNPJ 

Bro. JOSEPH YURICH (564)

Sis. EVELYN DIMPFL (749) Sis. MARY SAWYER (158)

Bro. RAYMOND KLIMCHUK (776)

National Conventions and have 
many fond memories from the 
SNPJ Recreation Center, having 
served on the ‘Campsite Commit-
tee.’ Along with Doris Sadar, I was 
instrumental in the creation of the 
Heritage Room, which developed 
into the SNPJ Slovenian Heritage 
Center.

“I served as secretary of the 
Eastern Ohio/Western Pa. Fed-
eration of Lodges, assisting in 
many National SNPJ Days events. 
I also served as president and 
secretary of the former Lodge 97 
in Bessemer.

“Thank you for the lapel pin and 
the honor bestowed upon me. I 
wish good health and happiness 
to SNPJ members everywhere.”

Bro. RAYMOND KLIMCHUK
Borough of SNPJ, Pa., Lodge 776

New Castle, PA

• Euclid, Ohio, Lodge 158 and 
the SNPJ honored Sis. MARY 
SAWYER for attaining 80 years 
of membership. Sis. Sawyer’s son, 
Joe, writes:

“Thank you for the lovely afghan 
you sent to my mother as an 80th 
membership anniversary gift. Mom 
is currently a resident at Villa St. 
Joseph in Baden, Pa., and she still 
reads her PROSVETA regularly.”

Sis. MARY SAWYER
Euclid, Ohio, Lodge 158

Baden, PA
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Men’s Individual: Members
Name Lodge  Score Prize
*Ed	Caggiano	 770	 72	 $95	
**Jeff	Herforth	Sr.	 138	 68	 $95
Bob Russ 158 69 $80
Denny	Brand	Jr.	 6	 71	 $50
John	Pierog	 776	 72	 $37
Charlie	Emelko	 776	 72	 $37
Daren	Fetcko	 138	 73	 $29
Steve Dobrich 292 73 $29
Ken Pintar 6 73 $29
Kevin Richards 106 74 $17
Ron	Tkach	 138	 74	 $17
Shawn	Sutton	 138	 74	 $17
Lou Prejsnar 770 74 $17
Michael Copich 643 74 $17
Vince	Braddock	Jr.	 138	 74	 $17
Pete	Dutka	 626	 75	 $15
Dave	Sankovich	 770	 75	 $15
Bill Copich 643 75 $15
Joe	Evanish	 106	 75	 $15
Jim	Cadez	 138	 75	 $15

Men’s Team Event
Name Lodge  Score Prize
*Ed	Caggiano	 770	 315	 $136
Dave	Sankovich	 770
Lou Presnar 770
Don Presjnar 770

**John	Pierog	 776	 291	 $136
Mike	Greb	 776
Bob Russ 158
Denny	Brand	Jr.	 6

Charlie	Emelko	 776	 299	 $100
Steve Dobrich 292
Gary Henry 715
Ron Tanner 776

Ron	Tkach	 138	 302	 $60
Dave	Belfiore	 138
Shawn	Sutton	 138
Jeff	Cadez	 138

Bill Copich 643 307 $52
John	Copich	 643
Robert Copich 643
Michael Copich 643

Jeff	Lewis	 138	 310	 $44
John	Wagner	 138
Jeff	Herforth	Sr.	 138
Daren	Fetcko	 138

Women’s Individual
Name Lodge  Score Prize
*Sara Taylor 138 94 $44
**Jennifer	Fetcko	 138	 73	 $44
**Kris	Jack	 138	 73	 $44

Men’s Individual: Guests
Name  Score Prize
*Joe	Davey	 	 75	 $18
**Fred Moyes  72 $18
Gary Keith  73 $13

*Indicates Actual Champion
**Indicates Net Champion

Peoria Holes Selected: Front – 1, 3, 8
 Back – 12, 15, 18

2016 National Golf Results

Men’s Division
Team Lodge Prize
8 Balls 6/158/715 $136
No	Deposit,	No	Return	 138	 $120
Won and Done 138/158 $96
Court	Jesters	 6/138/158	 $80

Women’s Division
Team Lodge Prize
Team Almost 6/782 $132
Campsite Divas 6/564/643 $116
Dolls	with	Balls	 158/564/715	 $88

2016 National Balina Results

Men’s/Co-Ed Division
(Place)/Team Lodge Prize
(1)	 R.	Randolph/J.	Randolph	 770/715		$122	
(2)		R.	Tkach/D.	Fetcko	 138	 $100
(3)	 C.	Cadez/E.	Valencic	 138	 $80
(4)	 D.	Belfiore/S.	Sutton	 138	 $50
(5)	 J.	Volpe/B.	Frank	 564/158	 $34
(5)	 S.	Morgan/B.	Lowe	 138	 $34
(7)	 B.	Stroth/T.	Skovenski	 158	 $30
(7)	 J.	Herforth	Sr./J.	Wagner	 138	 $30
(9)	 Jim	Cadez/K.	Mounts	 138	 $24
(9)	 Jake	Cadez/J.	Davey	 138	 $24
(9)	 J.	Baselj/G.	Curl	 6	 $24
(9)	 R.	Apanaites/M.	Skovenski	 158	 $24

Women’s Division
(Place)/Team Lodge Prize
(1)	 J.	Smrdel/L.	Smrdel	 158	 $70
(2)	 M.	Speiler/C.	Brand	 782/6	 $58
(3)	 V.	Herforth/L.	Mounts	[Y] 138 $38
(4)	 K.	Skovenski/Dan.	Brand	 158/6	 $26

[Y] = Youth participants who are not 
eligible for monetary awards

2016 National Beanbag Toss Results

NATIONAL SNPJ DAYS
FROM PAGE 1 

nine teams entered. Congratulations to The 
8 Balls – consisting of jamie Evanish (715), 
Denny Brand jr. (6), Bob Russ (158) and jerry 
Hlebak (158) – for taking the champions title. 
I would like to thank Karen Pintar (6), Peggy 
Cushman (138), Rowland Hudson (564), 
shannon shultz (138) and Ruth Wright (6) 
for keeping things running smoothly for both 
the men’s and women’s balina tournaments.

While balina was being played on sunday, 
District 1 Athletic Director john Wagner (138) 
and District 2 Athletic Director john Baselj (6) 

had the national Bean Bag Toss Tournament 
underway. A total of 24 two-person teams 
entered the men’s/co-ed division, and eight 
two-person teams entered the newly-added 
women’s division. Congratulations to Rayne 
Randolph (770) and josh Randolph (715) for 
winning the men’s/co-ed division, and to 
janet smrdel (158) and Liz smrdel (158) for 
winning the women’s division.

There was definitely a picnic atmosphere 
in the air sunday afternoon as chicken, pork 
and lamb cooked on the big grill. The food 
was outstanding! The music was great as 
well, thanks to the joe Grkman Orchestra 

and The Polka Bros. The Heritage Pavilion 
was packed as polkas and slovenian music 
filled the air.

Many thanks to Kristina Hartman (138) for 
organizing the children’s activities during the 
picnic. I know the kids had a great time! It 
was also great having Kristina’s sister, Miss 
snPj 2017 Elizabeth Hartman (138), as our 
honored guest. Look for Elizabeth at many 
snPj events in the coming year.

We hope everybody enjoyed themselves 
during the 2016 national snPj Days weekend 
at the snPj Recreation Center. I look forward 
to seeing you at a fraternal event soon!

National SNPJ Days draw a crowd to the recreation Center

Hodgepodge 
from the 

Reveliers Lodge 
by CHRIS PETUKAUSKAS

Lodge 33 Secretary

AMBRIDGE, Pa. — Greetings and happy 
fall! I hope you’re enjoying the scents, sounds 
and landscape of this stunning season. It cer-
tainly provides us with much to appreciate, 
from pumpkin spice to nature’s splendid and 
artistic beauty surrounding our world.

The Reveliers would like to welcome two 
new members to Lodge 33. We are glad to 
have Conner Ebitz and Richard Branagan in 
our Lodge, and we send warm greetings to 
you both. Please look for our meeting notices 
in ProSveTA and join us sometime! We’d 
love to meet you and share all the great things 
that snPj offers its members.

summer was, and always is, a wonderful 
time at our beautiful snPj Recreation Center 
in the Borough of snPj, Pa. It was an awe-

some time spent at several events, including 
slovenefest, Fraternal Weekend, Family Week 
and national snPj Days. It’s so nice to meet 
up with lifelong friends to share laughter and 
love, and a pleasure to talk with new friends 
while making them part of the fraternal fold. If 
you haven’t visited the Rec Center for a while, 
make it a point to take the time to go – you’ll 
be happy you did! You’ll treasure memories 
from each event, while looking forward to 
the next time spent among your snPj friends.

The snPj slovenian Heritage Center 
Committee is working diligently to make 
our roots come to life. They are constantly 
adding new material and making the museum 
a great place to relax while learning about 
our slovenian culture. The committee also 
warmly welcomes newcomers as well as those 
who have visited before to various gatherings 
throughout the season with wine and cheese 
receptions. Kudos to all of them for a job well 
done. Keep up the excellence!

I know it’s a little premature for the holi-
days, but they’ll sneak up on us oh-so-quickly. 
That brings to mind that the Reveliers Lodge 
33 holiday party will be held in early Decem-
ber. We’ll celebrate with our friends from 
Aliquippa, Pa., Lodge 721, and we hope to 
see many in attendance.

save the date and mark your calendar for 
saturday, Dec. 10. The festivities will be held 
at the Crescent Township Municipal Building 
on spring Run Road, commencing at 5 p.m. 
with dinner, a silent auction and prizes for the 
children. Come and share your holiday spirit. 
Hopefully, that special man in the big red suit 
will be there too!

If you’re planning to attend, please contact 
your Lodge with your name and the number 
attending: Lodge 33 members should con-
tact Dave Pendel at ipendel@msn.com, and 
Lodge 721 members should contact nancy 
Koutoulakis at lnkout@comcast.net. Dave 
and Nancy will respond to confirm with the 
cost to attend. We ask that those attending 
bring canned goods to donate to the local food 
bank. I “Ho-Ho-Hope” you can join the fun!

With autumn comes back to school days. 
We wish all students and teachers a happy 
and successful school year. Whatever your 
level, it’s always important to stay focused 
and value your education. Always be the best 
you can be! Here’s to a great academic and 
safe school year for each of you. “The only 
person you should try to be better than is the 
person you were yesterday.”

Blessings and smiles to all of our snPj 
family. savor the gift of each day, the present.

by MEREDITH MARESH (449)
SNPJ co-Miss Talent 2017

CHICAGO — Following this 
summer’s snPj Young Adult 
Conference (YAC), the Chicago-
area young adults were motivated 
to keep in touch and continue 
celebrating their slovenian heri-
tage. During the YAC, delegates 
enjoyed a weekend of service proj-
ects including many that helped 
beautify the snPj Recreation 
Center before slovenefest. They 
bonded over planting flowers and 
painting the ticket booth, among 
other projects. Throughout the 
summer these young adults made 
a point to keep in touch and be 
active within the slovenian com-
munity.

After the conference in june, 
Lodge 449 member and snPj 
co-Miss Talent Meredith Maresh 
of Cicero, Ill., planned an urban 
picnic at her home in downtown 
Chicago. During the Miss snPj 
competition, contestant Rebecca 
Buchner (566) made slovenian 
čevapčiči as her talent. Intrigued 
by her presentation, Meredith 
was inspired to make it herself 
and share it with her friends in 
Chicago. Lanie Maresh (449), 
Kaitlyn Chiappetta (559) and 
Robert Rigler (449) gathered to-
gether to enjoy the čevapčiči that 
Meredith made, with Rebecca’s 

guidance and tips. These young 
adults enjoyed the traditional dish 
while spending the day together 
in downtown Chicago.

A few weeks after this fraternal 
gathering, several Chicago young 
adults met once again at the slo-
venian Catholic Cultural Center’s 
annual picnic in Lemont, Ill. Mike 
Chiappetta (559) and justin Rigler 
(449) joined Kaitlyn, Meredith 
and Robert, and the group en-
joyed the beautiful summer day 
together, along with other local 
slovenian families. There were 
prize drawings, food, games for 
the kids and, of course, fantastic 
music for dancing.

The snPj Young Adult Con-
ference was truly the springboard 
to help these young members get 
more involved in their slovenian 
community. Delegates to the YAC 
also encouraged Meredith to 
participate in the 2017 Miss snPj 
Pageant. The snPj young adults 
are the society’s future Lodge 
officers, National Board members 
and teachers of slovenian culture. 
What a blessing the Young Adult 
Conference is – it provides the 
opportunity to meet other snPj 
young adults from across the 
nation, share ideas, learn more 
about the society and, last but 
not least, forge friendships that 
will last a lifetime.

Chicago-area young adults kept the fraternalism rolling following 
the June Young Adult Conference by gathering for a čevapčiči 
picnic [above], and again at a picnic held at the Slovenian Catholic 
Cultural Center in Lemont, Ill.

YAC a springboard for
Chicago-area young adults

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — “If you 
don’t have fun here, you can’t have fun 
anywhere!” That’s how Walter niem-
czura (643) summed up his experience 
at senior Week 2016.

This year, senior Week was held 
Aug. 21-27 at the snPj Recreation 
Center. Our senior members came 
from all over the country to enjoy each 
other’s company and participate in fun 
activities like balina and bean bag toss. 
With great meals and lodging, along 
with the other special events like this 
year’s wine tasting trip, senior Week 
is definitely the best value out there. 
And you get to take advantage of this 
week-long program simply by being 
an snPj member.

Evelyn Dimpfl (749) told me she 
enjoys spending time with the people, 
taking part in all of the activities, and 
just relaxing while enjoying the beau-
tiful surroundings of the Recreation 
Center. joe Vasilko (749) agreed with 
Mary Lou nosko (749) in saying that 
it’s the friendly people he enjoys dur-
ing senior Week.

A group of members from the 
johnstown, Pa., area have been com-

ing to senior Week for a while, and 
their donation was instrumental in the 
renovation of the first two cabins. To 
carry this feeling forward, the pro-
ceeds from the Chinese auction held 
during senior Week, totaling $168, 
were also donated toward the cabin 
renovation fund.

Are you a senior snPj member 
who would like to spend a week at 
the snPj Recreation Center, renewing 
past friendships and enjoying the ca-
maraderie of a week filled with balina 
and bean bag toss, field trips, arts & 
crafts and special entertainment? If so, 
you should plan to attend senior Week 
next summer, scheduled the week of 
Aug. 20-25, 2017.

According to Rosalie McCoy (138) 
and Marcello Daris (6), attending 
senior Week has enabled them to 
enjoy the company of other seniors 
and participate in fun activities. We 
welcome other seniors to join in on 
this fun!

senior Week registration forms 
will be available at the first of the 
year. If you have any questions in 
the meantime, contact me by calling 
1-800-843-7675 ext. 144, or call the 
Recreation Center at 1-877-767-5732.

senior members relish their week at the Rec Center

Bean bag toss and balina tournaments, field trips, 
arts & crafts and entertainment add to the fun of the 
annual Senior Week at the SNPJ Recreation Center.
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college, as well as her involve-
ment in many snPj activities. 
We were happy that Betty 
could join us as she had al-
ready started college and had 
to get on a very early flight to 
make it to Chicago.

Betty thanked the Federa-
tion for inviting her and was 
glad she could attend. As a 
gift from the Federation, she 
was presented with a crown 
picture frame and a corsage. 
since Betty had also won the 
co-Miss Talent 2017 title, she 
performed her talent from the 
pageant which was singing 
a Macedonia song and play-
ing the prim, a Tamburitza 
instrument. Her performance 
was well received and enjoyed 
by all in attendance.

Tina then introduced Ce-
cilia Dolgan (576), who sang 
some slovenian songs ac-
companied by Vince Rigler. 
Cecilia explained the mean-
ings of the songs, which were 
enjoyed by all.

Also present was co-Miss 
Talent 2017 Meredith Maresh 
(449). Tina introduced Mer-
edith and informed everyone 
of the activities she participat-
ed in during her high school 
and college years as well as 
her snPj activities. Meredith 
performed her pageant talent 
for everyone, which was a 
presentation of her sewing 
skills, from selecting the 
project to completion. Her 
end result was the narodna 
noša garment.

Tina thanked all the del-
egates from Lodges 1, 8, 449 
and 559 for their hard work 
and dedication in keeping the 
Chicago District Federation 
alive through continuing 
annual activities such as the 
Memorial Day services, the 
children’s Christmas party 
and this dinner dance.

It was nice to have so many 
young adult and youth mem-
bers in attendance, many of 
whom have attended the Fed-
eration children’s Christmas 
parties and the Young Adult 
Conference. Tina encouraged 
them to stay active and to get 
involved in their Lodges and 
in the Federation.

President Dabrowski 
thanked everyone who do-
nated baked goods, and 
thanked snPj for their gifts. 
Everyone is invited to our next 
event which is the children’s 
Christmas party on saturday, 
Dec. 3, at 1 p.m. at the slove-
nian Catholic Center in Lem-
ont. Following the program, 
everyone stayed to enjoy the 
music of Vince Rigler.

The day didn’t end there, 
however, as Ed Dabrowski, 
Tina Rigler, Meredith Maresh 
and Kaitlyn Chiapetta took 
Betty Hartman to downtown 
Chicago. They enjoyed the 
evening on the Chicago river 
and a tour of nBC studios 
led by Ed. It was a beautiful, 
sunny day filled with many 
activities, but before long it 
was back to O’Hare Airport 
so Betty could get back to 
college!

Chicago Federation plays
host to Miss SNPJ 2017

by ELIZABETH HARTMAN (138)
Miss SNPJ 2017

STRABANE, Pa. — You can 
feel fall in the air now that sum-
mer has passed. I have returned 
to college and am busy with my 
fall semester, but before sum-
mer ended I was able to attend 
a few more great snPj events.

On Aug. 21 I flew to Chicago 
to attend the Chicago District 
Federation dinner dance. The 
Riglers picked me up at O’Hare 
International Airport at the 
crack of dawn and drove me 
to their home for a delicious  
palacinke breakfast. I then had 
the opportunity to rest and get 
ready for the day’s festivities.

Vince Rigler and I had a 
little impromptu jam session 
in the living room.  It was fun 
playing my prim (tamburitzan 
instrument) alongside his but-
ton box. I also had the opportu-
nity to attend a slovenian Mass. 
The majority of the Mass was 
in slovenian, music and all. I 
was fortunate to be able to sit 
with the choir and they even 
gave me music to sing along. 
I tried my best, but mostly 
I sat and enjoyed the lovely 
performance.

At the Federation dinner 
dance, I was presented with a 
beautiful corsage and a crown 
frame. The food was fantastic! 
I’d have to say my favorite dish 
was the turtle cheesecake. I 
got to spend some time selling 
drawing tickets which gave me 
the opportunity to meet and 
speak with many in attendance. 
I appreciate the warm welcome 
that the Chicago folks gave me.

We were treated to enter-
tainment after the dinner. I 
particularly enjoyed seeing my 
co-Miss Talent 2017, Meredith 
Maresh (449), perform her 
pageant talent. she is truly a 
wonderful seamstress.  

Following the dinner dance, 
I was treated to a Chicago tour 
accompanied by Tina Rigler, 

A warm welcome for Miss snPj in Chicago
Meredith Maresh, Kaitlyn 
Chiappetta and Ed Dabrowski. 
We took a water taxi and were 
able to enjoy the beautiful Chi-
cago skyline. We then went to 
the Willis Tower (formerly the 
sears Tower), but the wait for 
the skywalk was very long. Ed 
came to the rescue by taking us 
to the NBC floor which is near 
the top of the building.

After taking in an amaz-
ing view of the city, we took a 
taxi to the Billy Goat Tavern 
for a delicious burger. We 
capped off the evening with a 
tour of the nBC studio which 
I enjoyed very much. I even 
met a news reporter that is a 
native of Pittsburgh. Then it 
was back to the airport for my 
flight home. I wish I could have 
stayed longer and enjoyed the 
wonderful hospitality of my 
Chicago snPj friends.

Thanks so much to the 
Rigler family, Ed Dabrowski 
and my YAC buddies Kaitlyn 
Chiappetta and Meredith 
Maresh. You made my day 
so very special.  Also, thanks 
to all of the snPj members 
in attendance at the dinner 
dance.  Your warm welcome 
was greatly appreciated.

sept. 4 found me back at the 
Recreation Center for national 
snPj Days. You couldn’t have 
asked for better weather. As 
soon as I got out of my car, I 
could smell the lamb roasting 
and hear the strains of polka 
music. I was happy to run 
into my Lodge secretary, Bob 
Lawrence, and his beautiful 
wife Rose Marie. It’s always 
a pleasure to see them. The 
children’s area was quite a busy 
place, and I had the pleasure of 
doing some face painting and 
assisting with the piñata. 

Later in the afternoon I was 
able to watch the men’s balina 
finals. The two teams were 
very evenly matched, and the 
final game was a nail-biter. 

Congratulations to the winners 
of the balina tournament and 
all the other events.    

I’d also like to express 
my thanks to snPj Region 4 
for inviting me to the Detroit 
Tigers baseball game on sept. 
24. Unfortunately, I was unable 

to attend due to a conflict with 
my work as a resident assistant 
at Edinboro University, but 
I hope they had a wonderful 
night at the game. Go Tigers!

so until next time, enjoy the 
beautiful fall. I hope to see you 
soon at an snPj event!

by JEANNETTE HUMPHREY 
Lodge 603

SAMSULA, Fla. — The members 
of snPj Lodge 603 met sept. 13 
for a meal followed by a business 
meeting. All officers were pres-
ent. President George Benedict 
brought a fried chicken dinner 
from a nearby restaurant. The meal 
was provided by the Lodge and 
enjoyed by everyone in attendance.

President Benedict and his 
First Lady, Ruth Benedict, had 
just returned from a 47-day trip 
to the Baltics. They were happy 
to report that they had a grand 
time, but they were glad to be back 
home to conduct snPj business. 
George will be taking charge of 
booking parties and other events 
in the hall; contact him at (386) 
427-1410.

sympathy was extended to 
the families of members Linda 
Pleterski Cubbedge, Rose Mc-
Millen, Marie sharpe, Olive 
Kobljain, Dorothy Godfrey and 
Tony Hickling. President Bene-
dict spoke about several of these 
members, their involvement in our 
society, and the work they did to 
help Lodge 603 through the years. 

Congratulations were extended 
to Elizabeth Hartman of strabane, 
Pa., on becoming our new Miss 
snPj. We wish her a successful 
year filled with many memorable 
adventures as she travels to snPj 
Lodges across the country. We are 
also delighted with the renovations 
going on at the snPj Recreation 
Center in the Borough of snPj, Pa. 
We look forward to our next visit.

Lodge 603 secretary Elaine 
Figueroa reported that we have 
520 adult members and 45 youth 
members. George Benedict won 
the meeting gifts for both May 
and september.

Vice President jerry Hafner has 
taken chairmanship of the “Lodge 
Brick Walk” and will report next 
month on the best way to install 
the bricks. There is still time to 
purchase a brick or two. A notifi-
cation of this project will be sent 
out to members.

We thank john Tesauro for tak-
ing care of the Lodge’s water treat-
ments throughout the year. john 
also served as chairman of this 
year’s Mother’s Day dinner, which 
was another successful fund-raiser 
for our scholarship fund.

Happy birthday wishes were 

extended to Mary Pleterski at the 
meeting. Mary and her husband 
jack just returned from a vacation 
at their Virginia home.

Ashley and Ruth Benedict 
volunteered to take charge of 
our Florida snPj Days event, 
scheduled March 3-4, 2017. You 
have plenty of time to make plans 
for traveling to Lodge 603 for 
this weekend of fun, dancing and 
festivities.

The families of Frank and 
Mary Luznar and john and jen-
nie Luznar met in August for a 
reunion. The reunion was chaired 
by Bill Tomazin, who spoke about 
the importance of family involve-
ment and how we have all stuck 
together at the Lodge and in our 
community. Pauline Lockwood 
was given a round of applause 
for the beautiful family tree she 
painted, on which she added leaves 
for the family members. We were 
all happy to see Robert “Bobby” 
Luznar present for the reunion 
since he was the only member of 
the older generation who was able 
to attend.

Everyone joined in on the tasks 
for the reunion. Bill Tomazin and 
Billy McDonald arrived early the 
morning of the reunion to barbecue 
the chicken and pork for the meal; 
Bill and I also enjoyed mopping 
the floors. Lou Ann Vittorini 
served at the libation bar, and I 
was lucky enough to help with the 
food dishes and at the bar, as well 
as take photographs.

Bill thanked everyone for help-
ing, donating and attending the 
reunion. The next family reunion 
is planned for the first Saturday in 
August of 2018.

Be sure to mark your calendar 
for the Lodge 603 Halloween party 
on saturday, Oct. 29, starting at 6 
p.m. Food and games are planned, 
and cash prizes will be awarded 
to the winners of each age group, 
including an adult division.

The samsula Woman’s Club 
will hold its annual craft show 
saturday, Dec. 3, from 8 a.m. 
until 2 p.m. in the Lodge 603 
Hall. Breakfast and lunch will 
be available for purchase, along 
with baked goods and more. This 
show, which is open to the public, 
supports the Lodge’s scholarship 
fund and local community needs.

Until next time, have a great 
month!

[Above] Members of the Frank and Mary Luznar family, 
including BOBBY LUZNAR (603) [center], attended 
a family reunion at the Lodge 603 Hall in Samsula in 
August. [Below] Third- and fourth-generation Luznar 
family members in attendance.

snPj families reunite at samsula Lodge 603

During her visit to Chicago for the Federation dinner dance, 
Miss SNPJ 2017 ELIZABETH HARTMAN (138) was greeted 
by Region 5 Vice President and Miss SNPJ 1981 Sis. TINA 
RIGLER [above], and was treated to a tour of the city with co-
Miss Talent 2017 MEREDITH MARESH (449) and KAITLYN 
CHIAPETTA (559) [below].

PAULINE LOCKWOOD (603), who spent days creating 
the Luznar family tree, was rewarded with a round of 
applause from family members attending the reunion.

Entertainment for the Chicago Federation dinner dance 
featured Miss SNPJ ELIZABETH HARTMAN [above] 
and CECILIA DOLGAN (576) [below], both of whom were 
accompanied by VINCE RIGLER (449) on accordion.

Both SNPJ co-Miss Talents 2017, MEREDITH MARESH 
(449) [above] and ELIZABETH HARTMAN, were featured 
during the afternoon program.


