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The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are Dec. 1, 2016, and Jan. 2, 2017. All 
material must be received by Wednes-
day, Nov. 16, for the Dec. 1 issue, and 
by Wednesday, Dec. 21, for the Jan. 
2 issue. If you are concerned about 
making the deadline, send an e-mail 
to prosveta@snpj.com or submit your 
material via the publications area of our 
website, www.snpj.org.
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• Jane J. Potter
Born Jan. 26, 2014

Cicero, Ill., Lodge 449
Lodge 449 welcomes Jane J. Potter as its 
newest member. Jane is the daughter of 
Brian and Ann (576) Potter; sister of Kate 
and Will Potter (449); and granddaughter of 
Bob and Cecilia (576) Dolgan, and Randy 
and Donna Potter. We welcome Jane to 
the Slovene National Benefit Society and 
extend our best wishes to her entire family.

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office will be closed Thursday, Nov. 
24, and Friday, Nov. 25, in celebration 
of Thanksgiving. Normal office hours, 
8 a.m. until 5 p.m., will resume Monday, 
Nov. 28. We wish all SNPJ members and 
friends a very happy Thanksgiving.

Home Office closed for
Thanksgiving holiday

Picnic chairperson 
Joanne Lessar 

(757) and Lodge 
757 President TONY 
Lessar welcomed 
SNPJ Region 6 Vice 

President FRED 
MLakar (786) [left] to 

the 35th annual Utah 
Slovenian Day Picnic.

by GAYE BABCOCK
Lodge 689 Secretary

HELPER, Utah — The 35th annual Utah 
Slovenian Day Picnic was held in Price City, 
Washington Park, Aug. 7. The Utah Lodges 
welcomed Region 6 Vice President Fred Mlakar 
(786), who made the journey from California.

Family and friends gathered to enjoy a 
pleasant overcast afternoon. Even a few light 
rain showers didn’t dampen the spirits of those 
in attendance. The park was filled with the 

happy sounds of live music, and Bro. Mlakar 
even treated us to a few tunes on the accordion!

Attendees enjoyed a full menu of mouthwa-
tering ethnic dishes and a delicious assortment 
of traditional baked goods. The kids enjoyed a 
hotdog lunch and playing in the bounce house.  
The event was a success, with every last kielbasa 
and potica sold out before the end of the day. 

Price Lodge 757 Secretary Joanne Lessar 
chaired the event, assisted by the members of 
Price Lodge 113 and Helper Lodge 689.

Utah Lodges welcome Regional 
Vice President to annual picnic

WARREN, Ohio — The SNPJ Lodge 
321 Christmas party will be held Sunday, 
Dec. 4, at Blue Wolf Tavern on Route 224 
in Boardman, Ohio. If you are planning 
to attend, please phone Gail Church at 
(330) 219-7580 by Nov. 30.

GaIL CHUrCH
Lodge 321

Dec. 4 Christmas party
on the Lodge 321 agenda

by Jure Žmauc
SABA President

IMPERIAL, Pa. — On Sept. 30, the Slovenian American Busi-
ness Association (SABA) held its third annual business conference 
at SNPJ Lodge 106 in Imperial, near Pittsburgh.

SABA was established in January 2012 and held its first confer-
ence in 2013 in Cleveland. In 2014, the second business conference 
took place in Lemont, Ill.  All of SABA’s business conferences have 
proudly shared information about the Slovenian business situation 
and available investment possibilities in Slovenia, and they have 
made numerous connections between businesses in Slovenia and 
the United States.

This year’s conference in Pennsylvania brought new information 
and insight regarding the present political and business situation 

The Slovenian American Business Association (SABA) held its third
annual business conference on Sept. 30 at SNPJ Lodge 106 in Imperial, Pa.

SNPJ hosts third annual SABA business conference

SEE SABA CONFERENCE
ON PAGE 8

Photo submitted by Bro. Ed Tomsic (218). 

A Lodge 218 China Craft Tradition 
“Lavender Fields Forever” was the name of a one-day event held in July at Tagawa Gardens, 
a large nursery and greenhouse in the Parker area of Denver. The event focused on all 
varieties of lavender and their many uses. The clubs within the Colorado chapter of the World 
Organization of China Painters were invited to participate in the event by having tables of 
painted pieces to display. Several painters also did live demonstrations, including Lodge 218 
member CONNIE BURg (218) who demonstrated the painting of daisies using an unusual 
“brush” – a Q-tip! There to support Connie were her mother, eLIzabetH toMsIC (218), and 
her daughter, eMILy bUrG (218). The trio represents three generations of china painters.

by KATHY PAULENICH (776)
SNPJ Heritage Center Committee

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — With the cold 
weather settling in, another season at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center is just about over. 
But there is one more event to be aware of. 

The Christmas season is just around the 
corner, and the Recreation Center, along 
with the Heritage Center, will be sponsoring 
a Christmas party in the Alpine Room on 
Sunday, Dec. 4, starting at 1 p.m. For children 
12 years of age and under, the admission is 
free; children over age 12 and adults will be 
charged a $5 donation at the door. 

The activities will include crafts and 
balloons, plus a small meal. And of course, 
that special visitor, Santa Claus, will arrive 
with a sack full of gifts. If you would like 
to bring an unwrapped toy for Toys for Tots, 
it would be appreciated. The registration 
deadline is Nov. 28.

We have had another great season at the 
SNPJ Heritage Center. We will be repeating 
many of our events again next year with our 
Heritage Center dance in June, participation 
at Slovenefest, and wine and cheese evenings 
for Family Weeks and Senior Week. 

Heritage Center 
preparing for 

annual holiday 
celebration

SEE HerItaGe Center
ON PAGE 2

INDIANAPOLIS — SNPJ Lodge 34 
will hold its last meeting for 2016 Dec. 
10 beginning at 7 p.m. at the Slovenian 
National Home (SNH), 2717 West 10th 
St. We will elect officers for 2017 at this 
time. We also decided to host the SNH 
Friday night dinners on Nov. 4 and Dec. 9. 
Please join us for these upcoming events!

Jerry Watson
Lodge 34 Secretary/Treasurer

Lodge 34 ends 2016 with 
meeting and dinner dates

DETROIT — On Dec. 3, Youth Circle 
29 will host Family Twosome bowling at 
Five Star Lanes, located on 16 Mile, east 
of Dequindre. The festivities will begin 
at 1 p.m. All SNPJ youth members are 
invited to participate and should bring a 
member parent or grandparent partner to 
be eligible. The annual Circle 29 Christ-
mas party will follow, and we invite all 
SNPJ members to attend.

ken anDerson (677)
Detroit Federation 

Circle 29 members hit 
the lanes for holiday fun
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Lodge/Organization

Type of Event 
 
 

Site 
 
 

If a concert or dance, who is
performing? 
 
 

Date 

Time 

Who to contact 
 
 

Phone (        )

Complete and return to: 
PROSVETA

247 W. Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA  15126-9774

e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

• NOV. 5 .......Midway, Pa., Lodge 89 community 
bingo in the upstairs hall; 6 p.m. Kitchen 
will be open.

• NOV. 11 ......Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 annual Turkey 
Dance and raffle in the Sunshine room. 
Doors open at 6 p.m.;music by the Karl 
Lukitsch Band from 7-11. Tickets are $1 
in advance or $5 at the door and include 
admission, pivo, and a chance to win 
one of 50 turkeys. For information or to 
purchase tickets, contact the Lodge 6 
clubroom at (412) 221-9862.

• NOV. 19 .....Cleveland Lodge 576 annual bus 
trip to Presque Isle Downs Casino and 
Grand River Cellars Winery. For more 
information or to reserve your seat on 
the bus, contact Lou Novak at (440) 
461-6476. 

• Dec. 3 .......Midway, Pa., Lodge 89 community 
bingo in the upstairs hall; 6 p.m. Kitchen 
will be open.

• Dec. 4 .......Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 and Youth Circle 
36 youth Christmas party in the Sunshine 
Room; 1-4 p.m. Food, games, prizes 
and fun for all those in attendance. For 
details contact the Lodge 6 clubroom at 
(412) 221-9862.

• Dec. 4 .......Warren, Ohio, Lodge 321 Christmas 
party at Blue Wolf Tavern, Boardman, 
Ohio; 2 p.m. For additional information 
or to RSVP by Nov. 30, please contact 
Gail Church at (330) 219-7580.

• Dec. 16 .......... Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 and the 
SASC Christmas party in the Lodge 6 
clubroom; 6 p.m. Guests will enjoy food, 
bar bingo, darts and music by DJ Dave 
McMurdy from 8:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m. For 
details contact the Lodge 6 clubroom at 
(412) 221-9862.

2017
• maY 28 .......Brew & Bean Festival at the SNPJ 

Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For more information contact the 
Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-
767-5732.

• JuNe 18-23 ... Youth Roundup at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For additional information contact 
Fraternal Director Kevin Richards by 
phone at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144, or 
e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

• JuNe 23-25 ... SNPJ Young Adult Conference at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. For registration and event 
details contact Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144 or 
e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

• JuLY 7-9 ........ The 36th Slovenefest and the 
61st Miss SNPJ Pageant at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. For details phone the 
Recreation Center at 1-877-767-5732.

• JuLY 16-21 .... First Family Week at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. 
For details phone the SNPJ Recreation 
Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732.

• JuLY 23-28 .... Second Family Week at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. 
For details phone the SNPJ Recreation 
Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732.

• auG. 4-6 ........ TEL Workshop at the SNPJ Rec-
reation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. 
For details contact Fraternal Director 
Kevin Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 
144 or krichards@snpj.com.

• auG. 11-12 ..... Fraternal Weekend at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For details contact Fraternal Director 
Kevin Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 
144 or krichards@snpj.com.

Generous donation a highlight of the Lodge 745 summer
by JOHN MLAKAR

Lodge 745 Secretary

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Sum-
mer is over, and Lodge 745 members 
participated in numerous fun-filled 
activities. 

On March 20, members came 
together to enjoy the monthly dance 
hosted by the Sacramento Polka 
Boosters. Music was provided by 
the Gruber Family Band. Lodge 745 
member Mary Saber is part of the 
Polka Boosters leadership team, and 
the club puts on a fun family event.

Congratulations to former Lodge 
745 officers Matt and Adriana Mlakar 
as they celebrated the birth of their 
daughter, Bernadette Susana, on 
July 6. Bernadette will have plenty 
of security from her older brothers.

On Aug. 14, members were treated 
to discounted tickets for a day at the 
ballpark as the Sacramento River 
Cats, a Triple-A pro team, played the 
Omaha Storm Chasers. The River 
Cats came away with a 3-2 win.

Lodge 745 once again provided a 
$100 donation to Sacramento Loaves 

On behalf of Lodge 745, Bro. Joe MLakar presented a $100 donation to 
Sacramento Loaves and Fishes leader Libby Fernandez.

and Fishes. This organization, led 
by Sister Libby Fernandez, seeks to 
provide an environment of welcome, 
hospitality, safety and cleanliness, as 
well as an oasis for homeless men, 
women and children seeking survival 
services. Lodge 745 President Joe L. 
Mlakar generously donates three or 
four hours every Monday morning in 
the name of the SNPJ. So far this year, 
Bro. Mlakar has volunteered over 
120 hours of his time to the worthy 
organization. He does it quietly and 
without fanfare, setting quite the 
example. Thank you, Joe.

Earlier this year, beloved Lodge 
745 member Sis. Mildred Rowe 
celebrated 70 years as an SNPJ mem-
ber. She served over 20 years as our 
Lodge secretary, and her father was 
a charter member of the Lodge in 
1934. Mildred’s great-granddaughter, 
Addison Mae Oates, became one of 
our newest members early this year. 
Congratulations, Mildred!

The Lodge sends a warm welcome 
to new members Dick and Sarah 
Laux, who enrolled in January. Dick 

is serving the Lodge as vice president.
Lodge 745 would also like to 

extend a very happy 80th birthday 
to Dale Buse. Best wishes for many 
more, Dale.

As a reminder to Lodge 745 mem-
bers, our Christmas party and ice 
skating outing in Old Town Folsom 
will take place Sunday, Dec. 4. We 
hope to see you there.

by BARB BOGOLIN
Lodge 31 Secretary/Treasurer

SHARON, Pa. — There are 13 
SNPJ Lodge 31 members cel-
ebrating anniversaries this year, 
including 50-year members 
Aleta Kudelko, Cyril Furlin, 
Cynthia Buila, Susan Crisan 
and Mary Ann Patrizi; 60-year 
members JoAnn Cameron, 
David Germadnik and Donna 
Mae Gerab; and 70-year mem-
bers Teresa Kasula, Frances 
Giewont, Frances Gaydek, John 
Kralj and Lois Yukich.

In addition to the election 
of officers and regular Lodge 
business, these members will 
be recognized at the next Lodge 
31 meeting, which is scheduled 
Sunday, Nov. 20. The meeting 
will begin at 1 p.m. at Montana’s 
Rib & Chop House, 3176 E. 
State St., Hermitage, PA 16148. 
Those attending will order from 
the restaurant menu. Members’ 
meals will be paid for by the 
Lodge.

Anyone interested in at-
tending should call me, Barb 
Bogolin, by Monday, Nov. 14, 
to make a reservation. I can 
be reached by phoning (724) 
347-1197 before 10 p.m.

Lodge 31 
recognizing 
members in 
November

HerItaGe Center
FROM PAGE 1 

Two very successful events held this year at the 
Recreation Center will also be on the schedule for 
next year. If you missed them, be sure to mark 
the dates on your calendar now for Memorial Day 
weekend and the Brew & Bean Fest, along with 

the last Saturday of September for the Recreation 
Center Wine & Sausage Festival.

The SNPJ Heritage Center Committee 
thanks everyone for visiting the gift shop and 
checking out our items on sale. We had some 
very good sales days, and we appreciate your 
support. Happy holidays to everyone, and have 

a safe winter. 
For those heading south to Florida for the winter, 

the Florida Snowbird Band will perform at the Tiki 
Hut in Cape Coral on Tuesdays from 1 to 4 p.m. in 
the months of February and March. Anyone want-
ing more dates of polkas in Florida can e-mail me 
at KPaulenich@roadrunner.com.

Christmas party marks the close of the SNPJ Heritage Center season

by Cerkev Miška
Lodge 321

WARREN, Ohio — When Halloween 
rolled around, my SNPJ Lodge 321 
buddies were sad and not ready to go 
trick-or-treating because our little girl, 
Evalyn Church, was in the hospital 
with pneumonia. My heart hurts for 
our little girl, so please keep her in 
your thoughts and prayers.

Louise Vett tried to cheer up Fred 

with a political debate, but that didn’t 
work. She did, however, make Gail 
Church happy with chocolate covered 
marshmallows. Joy Church went right 
for my heart with cheese pizza and it 
was yummy in my tummy! And yes, 
before you ask, I did share. I always 
share with my crew.

It’s always sad when members miss 
meetings. Maybe they’ll come to the 
Christmas party so I can see them and 

steal their snacks... I mean, their hugs 
and kisses!

Speaking of the Christmas party, 
my Lodge 321 crew will be getting 
together for their annual party on 
Sunday, Dec. 4. The fun will begin at 
2 p.m. at Blue Wolf Tavern in Board-
man, Ohio.  Let my girl Gail know if 
you are going to attend. Give her a call 
at (330) 219-7580. 

Lahko noč!

Lodge 321 members ready for holiday fun

by SUSAN ZARELLA (277)
SNPJ Recreation Center

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — The 
SNPJ Recreation Center and Slove-
nian Heritage Center are hosting a 
children’s Christmas party Sunday, 
Dec. 4, in the Alpine Room. We 
welcome children 12 and under, and 
there will be a $5 donation for adults.

The fun will begin at 1 p.m. with 
crafts, balloons and lunch for the 
children while they wait for Santa to 
arrive. We’ll also be accepting Toys 
for Tots donations at this time. Please 
feel free to bring an unwrapped gift 
with you so that we may donate some 
toys for children in need this year.

We would like for you to register 
your children before Monday, Nov. 
28, so that Santa can have a gift for 
each child. It will be lots of fun for 
everyone, so give us a call at 1-877-
767-5732 to make your reservations. 
Please don’t forget the Nov. 28 
deadline!

Register your children today to attend the SNPJ Recreation Center and SNPJ 
Heritage Center youth Christmas party scheduled Sunday, Dec. 4.

Santa plans a Dec. 4 visit to the Rec Center

Up-and-Coming...
a look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society
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slovene national benefit society national board Minutes
meeting held Sept. 16, 2016, at the SNPJ Home Office, Imperial, Pa.

natIonaL PresIDent’s rePort
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

natIonaL PresIDent’s rePort
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

natIonaL seCretary’s rePort
CONTINUES NEXT PAGE

Friday, sept. 16: Morning session
The meeting was called to order at 9 a.m. by President Joseph 
C. EVANISH with 15 National Board members present, Sis. Linda 
GORJUP absent with cause, and one Young Adult Representative.
All rose to give their fraternal greetings.
President EVANISH welcomes the National Board members and the 
Young Adult Representative, and states that Bros. Frank BREGAR 
and James L. CURL will serve as vice chairs for the meeting if there 
are no objections. There are none, and they are appointed vice chairs.
President EVANISH states that the board should review the Code 
of Ethics contained in the binders, and then sign and turn them in.
All rise for a moment of silence for our members deceased since the 
last meeting, and in remembrance of former Regional Vice President 
Anton “Tony” Bole who recently passed away.
A motion is made by Bro. Kenneth ANDERSON, second by Bro. 
Fredrick J. MLAKAR, that the time of sessions be 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
with lunch from 12:15 to 1 p.m. Motion approved.
A motion is made by Sis. Justina RIGLER, second by Bro. Roger 
C. CLIFFORD, to approve the Order of Business. Motion approved.
The minutes from the March 2016 National Board meeting were sent 
out via mail and approved. Motion by Bro. Richard HERVOL, second 
by Bro. Louis J. NOVAK, to ratify the approval. Motion approved.
President EVANISH stated that the board education session for this 
morning will begin now, and will be led by representatives Marc Mer-
curio and Abigail Claire from Wellington Management Company, the 
Society’s asset managers. The topic is “Introduction to Fixed Income.”

national President’s report
september 2016
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters. Welcome to our semiannual 
National Board meeting as we report and discuss the operation of 
our fraternal organization. We look forward to a positive and infor-
mative meeting with a valuable exchange of ideas for the benefit 
of the Society.
In keeping with our good governance strategy, a board education 
seminar was presented during the time of our March 2016 board 
meeting. The Society’s actuary, Joseph Steimla, gave a PowerPoint 
presentation for the board about the industry and Society’s insurance 
business from the actuary’s perspective. This was very informative 
for our board members.

Marketing
For the first six-month period of 2016, the Society issued 335 policies 
with a life insurance face amount of $7,095,168. The amount of life 
insurance in force is $254,196,589. There were 235 new members 
enrolled during this period compared to 218 for the same period 
the previous year. Annuity premium was $4,817,360 compared to 
$4,267,820 for the same period in 2015.
The Lodge Bonus Program continues to provide incentives for 
Lodges to promote new member enrollment and Lodge activity. New 
member goals were provided to each Lodge based on their size at 
the beginning of the year. The Gold goal is based on approximately 
three percent of the Lodge’s active membership with a minimum of 
eight new members. The Silver goal is approximately 50 percent of 
the Gold goal with a minimum of four new members. Twelve Lodges 
have already reached their Silver or Gold goal.
The Recommender Program continues to provide an incentive for 
members to recommend new members. A $10 reward is given to 
SNPJ adult members for every person they recommend to SNPJ 
for membership. During the first six months, 33 recommenders 
were submitted with approximately 30 of those becoming members.
The Marketing Department continues to promote our sales efforts and 
provide support to our members and producers. Marketing Assistant 
Denise Herron continues to do a great job writing the “We’ve Got 
You Covered” column in PROSVETA, as well as providing valuable 
support to our producers, members and potential members.
After nearly six years as SNPJ sales director, Bud Paladino retired on 
April 22, 2016. Bud did a good job with efforts to increase premium 
income, and representing SNPJ with enthusiasm and dignity. We 
wish the very best for Bud in his retirement, and hope that he and 
Marilynn enjoy many years of happy and healthy retirement.

Fraternal Department
Fraternal Director Kevin Richards oversees the Fraternal Depart-
ment, which covers the fraternal programs, youth services, athletic 
programs, and the programs held at the SNPJ Recreation Center. 
During the first six months of 2016, many programs took place for 
our members. 
There were 33 Lodges that submitted Activity Planners, and many of 
them have been holding Lodge events and attracting new members 
to meet the requirements of the program. Activity Report Forms will 
be mailed out in September to all Lodges that submitted an Activity 
Planner to report their completed activities.
Florida SNPJ Days were held Feb. 26-27, sponsored by Lodge 603 
in Samsula, Fla.
The first Regional Fraternal Activity held in 2016 was a No-Tap 
Bowling Tournament hosted by Region 2 Vice President Jim Curl 
at the Sygan Lodge 6 bowling lanes on Sunday, May 22. This was 
a huge success.
At the beginning of the year, the Fraternal Department conducted a 
direct mailing of the Miss SNPJ Pageant brochure, which was mailed 
to all 18- to 28-year-old female members.
The Young Adult Conference was held June 24-26 at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center with 46 delegates in attendance. This year was a 
service project weekend, and the projects included painting the two 
admissions booths used for Slovenefest, painting the sign entering 
the parking lot, planting flowers at the entrance of the Recreation 
Center grounds, a litter cleanup of Route 108 as part of our Adopt 
a Highway commitment, and assembling backpacks for the Share 
Our Strength Summer Food Program for the Mohawk Area School 
District. Nathan Bucar (142) served as chairperson and did an 
outstanding job leading the weekend events.
We appreciate the commitment of all our youth directors. Listed 
below are the nine SNPJ Youth Circles, the Lodge or Federation 
sponsor, and the name of the current Circle director:
Circle 2 is sponsored by the Cleveland Federation of Lodges. The 
director is Kathleen Trebets.
Circle 7 is sponsored by Lodge 643, Girard, Ohio. The directors are 
Kurt Seifert and Kandace Kocjan.

Circle 19 is sponsored by Lodge 138, Strabane, Pa. The director 
is Courtney Koenig.
Circle 29 is sponsored by the Detroit Federation of Lodges. The 
director is Shelly Volpe.
Circle 36 is sponsored by Lodge 6, Sygan, Pa. The director is Bryn 
Snow.
Circle 57 is sponsored by Lodge 603, Samsula, Fla. The director 
is Tonya Stein.
Circle 104 is sponsored by Lodge 786, Orange County, Calif. The 
director is Teresa Koci.
Circle 106 is sponsored by Lodge 106, Imperial, Pa. The director 
is Shelly Botwright.
Circle 107 is sponsored by Lodge 782, Glenshaw, Pa. The director 
is Megan Sinan.
Youth Roundup was held June 19-24. Thank you to Betty and Kristina 
Hartman (138) for answering the call and serving as co-directors 
for Youth Roundup this year. All the staff should be commended for 
a job well done. We had 22 of our 7- to 12-year-old members in at-
tendance at this camp. I would also like to thank Megan Sinan, Sarah 
Loudon and Kathy Paulenich from the Slovenian Heritage Center 
for volunteering to host a couple of classes during the week. The 
Western Pa. Federation of SNPJ Lodges sponsored a carnival for 
the kids one evening, which was very much appreciated.
Athletics continue to be a very strong benefit of SNPJ membership. 
There were many athletic activities that took place during the first 
six months of 2016.
The 2016 SNPJ Winter Classic Bowling Tournament was co-spon-
sored by Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 and Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138 Feb. 
19-21. Bowling took place at both of these Lodges’ bowling facilities. 
For the men, there were 20 teams, 50 doubles and 98 singles. For 
the women, there were 12 teams, 24 doubles and 48 singles. This 
resulted in a Society remuneration of $2,532.
The 2016 SNPJ National Bowling Tournament was held May 7-8, 
sponsored by Sygan Lodge 6 and held at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center. Bowling took place at Colonial Lanes in New Castle, Pa.  
For the men, we had 13 teams, 28 doubles and 56 singles. For the 
women, we had nine teams, 19 doubles and 38 singles. This resulted 
in a Society remuneration of $1,932.
The National Athletic Board met during the National Bowling Tourna-
ment weekend at the SNPJ Recreation Center.
The 2016 SNPJ CAL Don Gorjup Golf Open was played May 28 
with 72 members (64 men and eight women) participating, resulting 
in a Society remuneration of $432.
The 2016 SNPJ Western Pa. Invitational Golf Tournament was played 
June 4. There were 37 men and three women participating in this 
tournament, resulting in a Society remuneration of $240.
The 2016 SNPJ Fall Classic Bowling Tournament will be sponsored 
by Lodge 106 in Imperial, Pa., the weekend of Oct. 15-16. Bowling 
will take place at Paradise Lanes on Neville Island, Pa.
The Fraternal Department is very grateful for the hard work and 
dedication of the many members who volunteer and participate 
in our programs. It is through this commitment that our fraternal 
programs are so successful. We also thank the SNPJ Recreation 
Center management and staff for helping to make these programs 
so beneficial to our members.

Publications
Editor Jay Sedmak manages our SNPJ publications, PROSVETA and 
The Voice of Youth. Associate Editor Kim Winters works with him on 
both publications. They do a good job producing quality publications 
for our membership. We greatly appreciate the contributions of our 
SNPJ scribes who continuously promote and report on SNPJ activi-
ties and events. Editor Sedmak and Kim also oversee and design 
various advertisements, flyers and press releases.
Our social media tools are utilized for real-time communication with 
our members. Kim and Kevin Richards maintain the SNPJ Facebook 
pages. Sue Zarella does a good job with the SNPJ Recreation Center 
Facebook page, and SNPJ Heritage Center Committee member 
Seph Kumer takes care of the Heritage Center Facebook page.
The SNPJ Recreation Center, Slovenian Heritage Center, Alpine 
Room, Slovenefest, and SNPJ main website continue to be main-
tained by Jay Sedmak with help from Associate Editor Kim Winters.  
The websites are also supported by 3Seed Marketing.
In January, representatives from 3Seed visited our SNPJ Home Of-
fice and SNPJ Recreation Center and met with the staff. This was 
helpful in their efforts to help us update our websites. The board 
approved a proposal during the March meeting. We have had several 
teleconference meetings with 3Seed during this period.
The new Alpine Room website was introduced in June of this year 
and provides adaptability with mobile devices through its responsive 
design. Jay and Kim spent a considerable amount of time assem-
bling and preparing materials for the site, as well as composing 
sections and reviewing copy written by the 3Seed design team. The 
mobile-responsive and updated Slovenefest website was launched 
in June as well.
During this period, the Publications Department conducted promo-
tional work for Slovenefest. This included work on the Slovenefest 
sponsor letters, completing the three-panel flyer, designing the 
boulevard and venue banners, keeping the Slovenefest website 
up-to-date, and writing Slovenefest press releases and advertise-
ments. SNPJ’s social media contact intensifies several weeks prior 
to Slovenefest as we share information and promote the annual 
festival on Facebook through Kim’s efforts.
For the Miss SNPJ Pageant, the Publications staff designs the Miss 
SNPJ Pageant brochure, the big-screen graphics displayed during 
the Pageant, the Miss SNPJ Pageant flyers that are distributed to 
those attending the pageant, and the titleholder announcement 
cards and envelopes.

slovenia
In April, Miss SNPJ 2016 Julie Rockwell represented the Slovenian 
Embassy in the Cherry Blossom Princess Program, which took 
place during the annual Cherry Blossom Festival in Washington, 
D.C. The Fraternal Director worked with the embassy and festival 
personnel to help coordinate the visit. Ambassador Dr. Božo Cerar 
and the embassy are appreciative that SNPJ, Julie, and her family 
were able to participate and support this representation.
The ambassador also appreciated the SNPJ Slovenian Heritage 
Center hosting a display during the Embassy Open House held in 
May. The Heritage Committee has done this for some years now. The 

event attracts thousands of visitors. We thank committee members 
Sue Mals, Kathy Paulenich and Ed Robich for hosting the display, 
along with member Cathy Kalenits.
In January, a meeting was arranged by Pennsylvania Honorary Consul 
Petra Mitchell with the Heinz History Center in Pittsburgh to discuss 
opportunities for enhancing Slovenian immigration information and 
displays at the center. SNPJ Slovenian Heritage Center Committee 
Chairman Maury Sinan participated in the meeting. The result is 
that there are opportunities for collaboration in which the Heritage 
Center can have an affiliation with the Heinz History Center. The 
honorary consul was also instrumental in having this year’s SNPJ 
Slovenefest recognized as a Pittsburgh Bicentennial Partner Event 
through the mayor’s office.
In recognition of the 25th anniversary of Slovenia’s independence, 
Honorary Consul Petra Mitchell and Consul General Andrej Rode 
hosted a reception at the SNPJ Lodge 106 Hall in Imperial, Pa., 
on June 9, 2016. The event was sponsored by SNPJ and KSKJ. 
KSKJ board member Robert Lokar represented his society, and I 
represented SNPJ. Honored guests included Minister for Slovenians 
Abroad Mr. Gorazd Žmavc and Secretary-Ministry for Slovenians 
Abroad Dr. Zvone Žigon. Entertainment was provided by Darryl and 
Frank Valencic. It was a successful event. Gratitude goes to SNPJ 
board member and Lodge 106 Club President Stan Repos for his 
and the Lodge’s help, along with Kevin Richards.

Fraternal Industry
SNPJ continues to maintain activity in the fraternal industry network-
ing at the local, state and national levels. The Executive Committee 
participates with the Fraternal Societies of Greater Pittsburgh (FSGP), 
Pennsylvania Fraternal Alliance (PFA), and the American Fraternal 
Alliance (the Alliance).
The executive officers attend the FSGP meetings, which include a 
good representation of officers and members of several fraternals 
headquartered in Western Pennsylvania and some who have a 
presence in the area. National Secretary Karen Pintar continues to 
serve as secretary of the FSGP.
The newly-appointed Pennsylvania Deputy Insurance Commissioner, 
Joseph DeMemmo, was introduced to representatives present at 
the DePersis/FSGP annual seminar held May 25. DeMemmo gave 
a regulatory update and spoke about cyber security, corporate 
governance, principle-based reserves and other topics.
I am currently serving as the second vice president of the PFA. I 
participate in the teleconference board meetings and serve on some 
standing committees. In May, the Executive Committee attended the 
annual PFA Legislative Luncheon held at the capitol in Harrisburg.  
This was well attended by the legislators, and has been valuable 
in keeping them informed about issues important to the fraternal 
benefit system.
On April 13-15, Fraternal Director Kevin Richards attended the 
American Fraternal Alliance Fraternal and Communications Sections 
Mid-Year Meeting. These meetings provide an opportunity to network 
with other fraternal directors and communications managers to share 
ideas about member activities, social media and engaging members.
On May 11-13, I attended the annual mid-year Alliance Executive 
Summit. There were several sessions, roundtables and workshops 
focused on transformative leadership. Topics included talent acquisi-
tion and development, methods of distribution, and the business of 
being a fraternal, as well as a panel on economic and investment 
conditions, and the evolving regulatory framework. The fraternal 
branding campaign was also presented. I continue to serve as a 
member of the advisory council for the planning of this meeting.

risk-Focused examination
The Pennsylvania Insurance Department began their five-year 
examination of SNPJ with an entrance meeting on May 10, 2016.  
The examiner in charge, David Jia, has conducted bi-weekly status 
meetings with us since that time.
Executive officers Karen Pintar and Robert Lawrence, along with 
our management team and staff, have done a great job responding 
to the department’s requests. Actuary Joseph Steimla and auditor 
Leo Hannah have also satisfied their requests.

Conclusion
National Secretary/COO Karen Pintar and National Treasurer/CFO 
Robert Lawrence continue to do an excellent job for the Society. Their 
knowledge and years of experience are invaluable to the Society. 
Executive Assistant Kathy Brown does a great job supporting the 
officers as well as handling regular projects and duties.
The SNPJ management and Home Office staff show that they are 
dedicated to the Society and committed to providing good service 
to our membership. This includes not only the insurance and sales 
departments, but the publications and fraternal operations as well. 
Additionally, our Lodge officers are key to the Society’s success, 
and we appreciate their dedication.
The dedication of our National Board to the Society is also greatly 
appreciated. This has been important to the continued success of 
the SNPJ. A fraternal and professional approach helps to maintain 
the integrity and positive image of the Society, while providing the 
best possible service to our members. May our decisions and actions 
be in the best interest and welfare of the SNPJ.
Fraternally,

JosePH C. eVanIsH, FLMI
National President/CEO

national President’s report
President EVANISH gave remarks about his report, stating that 
the member numbers are up slightly over this time last year, talked 
about the sales sirector position that is still open, remarked on the 
websites that have been completed, mentioned that this past June 
was the 25th anniversary of Slovenia’s independence and that a 
reception was held at SNPJ Lodge 106.
Discussion and questions on the report by Sis. RIGLER and Sis. 
Phyllis M. WOOD. Motion to approve the report by Bro. NOVAK, 
second by Bro. CLIFFORD. Motion approved.

national secretary’s report
For the Period ended June 30, 2016
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters, and welcome to the 
semiannual meeting of the SNPJ National Board. The following 
report relates to the activities and business conducted through the 
office of the National Secretary for the period of Jan. 1 through 
June 30, 2016.
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The following investments were purchased from Jan. 1 through June 30, 2016:  
bonDs anD otHer InVestMents:
 Coupon  Par Purchase Due
name & Description rate  Cost  Value Date  Date
AIA Group Ltd   4.500%  $617,088   $625,000  03/09/2016 03/16/2046
AbbVie Inc 4.300  397,820  400,000  05/09/2016 05/14/2036
Actavis Funding SCS 4.550  301,464  300,000  06/08/2016 03/15/2035
Aetna Inc 4.500  647,283  650,000  03/09/2016 05/15/2042
Alameda Corridor Trans Authority 0.000  740,447  1,710,000  01/11/2016 10/01/2030
Anheuser-Busch Inbev 4.700  64,500  65,000  01/14/2016 02/01/2036
Anheuser-Busch Inbev 4.700  406,581  410,000  01/13/2016 02/01/2036
Brixmor Operating Pa 4.125  293,018  295,000  06/02/2016 06/15/2026
Chicago, IL Tran Auth Sales 6.899  566,296  485,000  02/02/2016 12/01/2040
Cook County, IL 6.229  415,874  340,000  06/29/2016 11/15/2034
Dignity Health 5.267  352,782  335,000  01/13/2016 11/01/2064
Dignity Health 5.267  286,136  265,000  02/04/2016 11/01/2064
Elec de France 6.950  507,820  400,000  03/31/2016 01/26/2039
Fedex Corp 4.550  89,605  90,000  03/21/2016 04/01/2046
HSBC Holdings PLC 6.500  326,535  275,000  05/18/2016 09/15/2037
ING US Inc 5.700  458,524  400,000  04/28/2016 07/15/2043
Kinder Morgan Inc 5.300  190,190  200,000  06/15/2016 12/01/2034
Lincoln National 6.150  656,018  575,000  05/16/2016 04/07/2036
McKesson Corporation 6.000  625,945  500,000  06/08/2016 03/01/2041
Bank of America 7.750  277,140  200,000  05/16/2016 05/14/2038
National Rural Utility 5.250  650,000  650,000  04/13/2016 04/20/2046
Orlando Health 4.416  210,000  210,000  04/13/2016 10/01/2044
Southern Co 4.250  647,264  650,000  05/19/2016 07/01/2036
Southern Power Co 5.150  162,515  150,000  06/15/2016 09/15/2041
Teachers Insurance 4.900  339,039  300,000  06/15/2016 09/15/2044
Trinity Acquisition 4.400  647,257  650,000  03/17/2016 03/12/2026
Western Gas Partner 4.650  59,878  60,000  06/30/2016 07/01/2026
Mortgages Granted  0  0  2016 

Total New Purchases 1-1-16 through 6-30-16   $10,937,016   $11,190,000

The following investments were disposed of from Jan. 1 through June 30, 2016:
bonDs anD otHer InVestMents:
 Coupon Consider- Par book Date
name & Description rate  ation  Value  Value  Paid
Barclays Bank PLC   5.125%  $448,184   $400,000   $398,494  01/14/2016
Bridgeport CT Nat-RE 7.640  10,000  10,000  10,000  01/15/2016
CVS Drug 8.353  5,546  5,546  5,546  2016
Conagra Inc 7.125  255,834  204,000  230,761  02/17/2016
Connecticut St 5.460  50,000  50,000  50,000  03/01/2016
Countrywide Financial 6.250  800,000  800,000  800,000  05/15/2016
DTE Energy Co 6.350  400,396  400,000  399,999  05/23/2016
Houston, TX 6.290  10,000  10,000  10,000  03/01/2016
Hydro Quebec 7.500  600,000  600,000  600,000  04/01/2016
Korea Western Power 3.125  284,900  280,000  279,842  01/12/2016
NYC Muni Water BAB 6.491  568,705  500,000  571,607  01/14/2016
OAKC 13-8A *A* 1.400  458,955  470,000  470,000  01/12/2016
Rio Tinto Fin USA LTD 6.500  554,165  500,000  522,325  06/14/2016
Roche Holdings Inc 6.000  113,885  101,000  101,000  03/24/2016
Southaven Combined TVA 3.846  25,416  25,416  25,416  02/15/2016
Swiss Re Capital 6.854  1,000,000  1,000,000  1,000,000  05/25/2016
Westvaco Corp 7.650  30,000  30,000  30,000  03/17/2016
Mortgage/Asset Backed Principal Paydowns Various 1,009,456  1,070,739  1,006,878  2016
Gov’t Agency Principal Paydowns Various 2,904,051  2,904,054  2,904,051  2016
Mortgage Payments Various 18,874  18,874  18,874  2016

Total Disposed of 1-1-16 through 6-30-16   $9,548,367   $9,379,629   $9,434,794

snPJ Home office
Personnel
At the end of June 2016, we employ 14 full-time employees including 
our Executive Committee, three permanent part-time employees, 
and one other part-time employee. We are still recruiting to replace 
the sales director who retired in April 2016.
Insurance administration
This department continues to handle the day-to-day operations of 
a life insurance and annuity business. They have had some ad-
ditional work duties during this period as we undergo the five-year 
Pennsylvania Insurance Department examination.
We continue to meet, along with the IT Department, to discuss any 
issues, regulations, procedures, etc., that may be necessary.
The risk assessments for this department have been finalized and 
plans put into action to mitigate any risks associated with the various 
job functions. These risk assessments were presented to the Penn-
sylvania Insurance Department as a part of the examination process.
Information technology
This department continues to maintain all of the software and hardware 
at the Home Office and the SNPJ Recreation Center.
Risk assessments for this area were also completed and provided 
to the Pennsylvania Insurance Department for the examination 
process. We continue to monitor all systems to protect the privacy 
of the information of our members and employees.

Lodges and Lodge secretaries
Lodges
At the end of June 2016 we have 87 Lodges. There were no merg-
ers during this period; however, we did complete the transfer of 
members from SNPJ Lodge 268 to other Lodges as close to their 
residence as possible. Unfortunately, this was the last remaining 
Lodge in Minnesota, so with the exception of the members who 
lived out of state, most other members were transferred to Lodges 
a considerable distance away.
The property belonging to Lodge 292 in Avella, Pa., is still on the 
market, and to date we have received no offers on the property.
Lodge and secretary awards
The Lodge and secretary awards paid out for the period ended June 
30, 2016, were as follows:
 Lodge Awards ..................$20,501
 Secretary Awards ............$40,902
 Total .................................$61,403
The Lodge award represents 2½ percent of renewal premium, and 
the secretary award represents five percent of renewal premium 
collected from qualifying plans of insurance.
The awards for completing all four of the required forms and submit-
ting them by the deadlines resulted in payouts of:
 Lodge Awards ..................$32,006
 Secretary Awards ............$16,003
 Total .................................$48,009
The Lodge award represents $1 per member for each adult and 
youth member of the Lodge, while the Secretary award represents 
50 cents per member for each adult and youth member of the Lodge.
There were 81 Lodges and Lodge secretaries that were paid the 
award. All Lodges submitted at least the Election of Officers Report 
and the Meeting Verification and Certification Form with, of course, 
the exception of Lodges 268 and 292 that were inactive. There was 
one Lodge that did not submit an Audit Report, one Lodge that did 
not submit either the Audit Report or the Report of Local Unit Activity, 
and two Lodges that did not submit the Local Unit Activity Report.

Membership
Membership Count
On June 30, 2016, the active membership of the Society is:
 30,469 ........... Adult
   2,813 ........... Youth
 33,282 ........... Total
This represents a decrease in membership for the first six months 
of the year of 280 members.
Membership statistics
Members as of Jan. 1, 2016 .................................33,562
 Increase by:
  New Members ...............................235
  Reinstated .........................................2
  Total Increase ................................237
 Decrease by:
  Deaths ...........................................252
  Cash Withdrawals............................79
  Expired ............................................49
  Cancelled.......................................102
  Matured .............................................8
  Suspended Pending Death..............19
  Suspended Pending Maturity ............8
  Total Decrease.............................(517)
Members as of June 30, 2016 ..............................33,282

Insurance In Force
Life Insurance
As of June 30, 2016, we have 36,751 policies representing 
$254,196,589 of life insurance in force.
Policies as of Jan. 1, 2016 ....................................37,121
 Increase:
  Issued and Paid .............................200
  Reinstated .......................................15
  Total Increase ................................215
 Decrease:
  Cancelled.........................................98
  Expired ............................................53
  Matured ...........................................26
  Surrendered...................................103
  Death Claims .................................305
  Total Decrease.............................(585)
Policies as of June 30, 2016 .................................36,751
annuities
As of June 30, 2016, we have 4,274 policies with an annuity fund 
value of $145,487,792.
Policies as of Jan. 1, 2016 ...................................... 4,241
 Increase:
  Issued and Paid .............................135
  Total Increase ................................135
 Decrease:
  Cancelled After Issue.........................1
  Surrendered.....................................45
  Death Claims ...................................56
  Total Decrease.............................(102)
Policies as of June 30, 2016 ................................... 4,274

accident & Health
As of June 30, 2016, we have 4,586 policies still active.
Policies as of Jan. 1, 2016 ......................................4,853
 Increase:
 Reinstated ................................................10
 Total Increase ..........................................10
 Decrease:
 Canceled ................................................101
 Expired .....................................................91
 Death Claims ...........................................85
 Total Decrease .....................................(277)
Policies as of June 30, 2016 ................................... 4,586

Fraternal activities
slovene national benefit society
During this six-month period I attended a number of our fraternal 
events.
The SNPJ Winter Classic Bowling Tournament was once again held 
by Lodges 6 and 138, and we had another very successful event.  I 
once again served on the committee that sponsors the event, and 
everyone was very pleased with both bowler participation and the 
number of people who attended the social events at both Lodge halls.
Unfortunately, I was planning to, but unable to, attend one of my 
favorite fraternal events, and that is Florida SNPJ Days held by 
SNPJ Lodge 603 in Samsula, Fla. I came down with bronchitis the 
day before I was to attend and I had to cancel. From all reports, 
it was another successful year, and both Region 4 Vice President 
Tracey Anderson and Miss SNPJ 2016 Julie Rockwell did a good 
job representing the Society. Much thanks to all of my Florida friends 
who sent me get well wishes while I was ill.
In May I participated in Region 2 Vice President Jim Curl’s no-tap 
tournament held at the Sygan Bowling Center. Fraternal Director 
Kevin Richards was the grill master for the day, serving up hambur-
gers and hot dogs to our participants. The event was well attended 
and a fun-filled day for all.
Of course, the beginning of summer always means spending 
weekends at our trailer at the SNPJ Recreation Center, Slovenefest 
Committee meetings, and the beginning of our fraternal programs.
Fraternal societies of Greater Pittsburgh
I continue to serve as secretary of this organization. In May I organized 
the Fraternalist of the Year banquet honoring Albert Suess of the 
Slovak Catholic Sokol, and in June our Executive Committee and 
some of our management staff participated in the FSGP golf outing.
Pennsylvania Fraternal alliance
I continue to participate in the Pennsylvania Fraternal Alliance meet-
ings that are held via conference call every few months.
In May, our Executive Committee attended a meeting of the Penn-
sylvania Fraternal Alliance board and also the Legislative Luncheon 
held the following day. This luncheon allows us to connect with our 
legislators to make them aware of the good works, volunteer hours 
and community service that fraternals provide to our Commonwealth.

Conclusion
It has been a particularly busy six months with the additional work 
of risk assessments and information we needed to provide to the 
Pennsylvania Insurance Department during the course of their 
examination. A huge thank you to the staff of Insurance Administra-
tion and Information Technology, and to Executive Assistant Kathy 
Brown, for all of the work that they have done to provide the neces-
sary reporting and information to the department. Your assistance 
was invaluable during this period.
Best wishes for a successful and productive National Board meeting.
Fraternally,

karen a. PIntar, FLMI, CCP, AIAA
National Secretary/COO

national secretary’s report
Sis. Karen A. PINTAR made remarks about her report, including 
that there are no mergers currently underway, that the Insurance 
Administration and IT departments have spent a lot of time gathering 
information for the Pennsylvania Department of Insurance examina-
tion, and reported that we have added a keypad for access to the 
computer room as well as an environmental monitoring system and 
a camera.
Motion to approve the report by Sis. WOOD, second by Bro. HER-
VOL. Motion approved.

national treasurer’s report
september 2016
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters. During the first six months 
of 2016, assets increased $1,422,180 from year-end 2015 to total 
$206,752,992 as of June 30, 2016. Fixed income securities and cash 
totaling $199,604,721 represent 97.6 percent of the Society’s total 
invested assets. Real estate holdings, including the Home Office 
and the SNPJ Recreation Center, represent 1.2 percent of invested 
assets. The remaining 1.2 percent of the Society’s invested assets is 
comprised of certificate loans, mortgages and other invested assets.
Net income from operations before realized capital gains and losses 
was a loss of $24,065 for the period ending June 30, 2016. Gross 
income for the period of $10,155,363 is an increase of $606,477, 
or 6.4 percent, from the same period in 2015. The increase is due 
to an increase in annuity considerations and investment income. 
Annuity considerations increased 12.9 percent, or $549,539, from 
the same period a year ago. Gross investment income increased 
1.0 percent, or $48,251, compared to the first six months of 2015.
Due to the continued low interest rate environment, as new money is 
received and as cash rolls off the portfolio from securities maturing 
or from principal repayments on the mortgage-backed securities, the 
yields on reinvestment of those funds for purchases of high-quality, 
fixed-income securities are dramatically lower. Thus, investment 
income which supports contract obligations and general expenses 
continues to be restrained, presenting a financial challenge for the 
Society.
Investment expense decreased $79,192, or 21 percent, compared 
to the same period in 2015. This decrease is a result of reclassifying 
Society payments supporting the SNPJ Recreation Center opera-
tions from investment expense to fraternal expense. Net investment 
income increased $127,443, or 2.9 percent, compared to the first 
six months of 2015.
Overall benefit claims in the amount of $6.8 million is a decrease of 
18 percent, or $1,510,567, from 2015 to 2016. Annuity benefit claims 
decreased by $1,475,960, or 20.4 percent, and death benefit pay-
ments decreased 6.0 percent for the period, a decrease of $52,268 
from the prior year to total $822,986 as of June 30. General and 
fraternal expenses, and insurance taxes, licenses and fees expenses 
increased 9.1 percent, or $118,119, compared to the same period 
in 2015. This is due to reclassifying Society payments supporting 

the SNPJ Recreation Center operations from investment expense 
to fraternal expense, and due to the cost increase for the five-year 
regulatory Pennsylvania state examination of the Society.
For the six months ending June 30, surplus decreased $154,196 from 
year-end 2015 to $5,637,290. The decrease is primarily due to the 
change in the Asset Valuation Reserve (AVR), which is an allocation 
of surplus based on the risk sensitivity of the fixed-income portfolio 
in the amount of $91,821 and due to the change in non-admitted 
assets in the amount of $59,479 for the increase in the unfunded 
pension liability.
In April, the Society received reimbursement for past reimbursable 
grants provided to the Westmoreland County Federation of SNPJ 
Lodges by the SNPJ National Board.
Following are comparative financial statements and investment 
transactions for the period.
Respectfully submitted,

robert J. LaWrenCe
National Treasurer/CFO

see FInanCIaL sUMMarIes
ON PAGE 7

national treasurer’s report
Bro. Robert J. LAWRENCE made remarks about the financial state-
ments and walked the board through the Balance Sheet accounts 
that have large differences from last year to this year. He also noted 
that under the Summary of Operations page, in 2016 we changed 
the way in which payments to the Recreation Center are recorded 
which previously went under “Investment Expense” and now are 
being recorded under “General and Fraternal Expenses.” Premium 
and annuity income increased $537,000, and there was an increase 
in gross investment income of $48,250. Death claims and annuity 
withdrawals are down from last year for the first six months of this 
year. There was $98,000 paid to the Recreation Center for the first 
six months of the year.
Bro. LAWRENCE stated that he had accrued $115,000 for the five-year 
state insurance department examination; however, he anticipates 
that the actual cost will be over that amount.
Motion to approve the report by Bro. HERVOL, second by Bro. 
CLIFFORD. Motion approved.

Finance Committee report
Jan. 1 through June 30, 2016
Fraternal greetings and welcome to the semiannual National Board 
meeting, Brothers and Sisters of the Slovene National Benefit Society.
The Finance Committee continues to follow the Rules of Procedure 
approved by this board to promote an efficient investment and moni-
toring of our Society’s funds. Our bond maturity distribution at June 
30, 2016, compared to Dec. 31, 2015, was as follows, along with a 
listing of the SNPJ portfolio by investment category:

 June 30, 2016 Dec. 31, 2015
Less than 1 Year $9,002,122 4.5% $12,030,772 6.1%
1 to 10 years $92,530,869 46.7% $95,174,672 48.3%
11 to 20 years $47,983,704 24.2% $45,978,211 23.4%
Over 20 years $48,769,529 24.6% $43,680,389 22.2%
Total Bonds $198,286,224 100.0% $196,864,044 100.0%

 as of June 30, 2016
   Percent 
 Market statement of total yield
Corporate Bonds $125,095,463 $114,939,818 56.20% 5.12%
Taxable Municipal $41,491,374 $36,305,810 17.75% 4.88%
Agency CMBS $21,213,872 $19,593,348 9.58% 3.77%
Commercial MBS $13,867,136 $13,001,046 6.36% 3.77%
Agency CMOs $7,850,288 $7,174,292 3.51% 4.86%
Non-Agency CMOs $3,720,278 $3,640,831 1.78% 5.80%
Agency Passthroughs $1,989,227 $1,838,475 0.90% 3.83%
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The following is a record of the transactions for the first half of 2016:
PUrCHases:
   Coupon Due
Cost Description yield rate Date
$617,088  AIA Group Ltd   4.580%   4.500% 03/16/2046
397,820  AbbVie Inc 4.340 4.300  05/14/2036
301,464  Actavis Funding SCS 4.510 4.550  03/15/2035
647,283  Aetna Inc 4.530 4.500  05/15/2042
740,447  Alameda Corridor Trans Authority 5.770 0.000  10/01/2030
64,500  Anheuser-Busch Inbev 4.760 4.700  02/01/2036
406,581  Anheuser-Busch Inbev 4.770 4.700  02/01/2036
293,018  Brixmor Operating Pa 4.210 4.125  06/15/2026
566,296  Chicago, IL Tran Auth Sales 5.640 6.899  12/01/2040
415,874  Cook County, IL 4.370 6.229  11/15/2034
352,782  Dignity Health 4.980 5.267  11/01/2064
286,136  Dignity Health 4.840 5.267  11/01/2064
507,820  Elec de France 4.960 6.950  01/26/2039
89,605  Fedex Corp 4.580 4.550  04/01/2046
326,535  HSBC Holdings PLC 5.050 6.500  09/15/2037
458,524  ING US Inc 4.740 5.700  07/15/2043
190,190  Kinder Morgan Inc 5.730 5.300  12/01/2034
656,018  Lincoln National 5.020 6.150  04/07/2036
625,945  McKesson Corporation 4.330 6.000  03/01/2041
277,140  Bank of America 4.870 7.750  05/14/2038
650,000  National Rural Utility 5.250 5.250  04/20/2046
210,000  Orlando Health 4.420 4.416  10/01/2044
647,264  Southern Co 4.280 4.250  07/01/2036
162,515  Southern Power Co 4.590 5.150  09/15/2041
339,039  Teachers Insurance 4.120 4.900  09/15/2044
647,257  Trinity Acquisition 4.450 4.400  03/12/2026
59,878  Western Gas Partner 4.680 4.650  07/01/2026
10,937,016  Total Securities Purchased   
0  New Mortgages Granted   
 $10,937,016  Total Purchases

REDEMPTIONS:
  Gain/ Coupon Date
Consideration Description (Loss) rate       Paid    
$448,184  Barclays Bank PLC  $49,690    5.125% 01/14/2016
10,000  Bridgeport CT Nat-RE  -    7.640  01/15/2016
5,546  CVS Drug  -    8.353  06/10/2016
255,834  Conagra Inc  25,073  7.125  02/17/2016
50,000  Connecticut St  -    5.460  03/01/2016
800,000  Countrywide Financial  -    6.250  05/15/2016
400,396  DTE Energy Co  397  6.350  05/23/2016
10,000  Houston, TX  -    6.290  03/01/2016
600,000  Hydro Quebec  -    7.500  04/01/2016
284,900  Korea Western Power  5,059  3.125  01/12/2016
568,705  NYC Muni Water BAB  (2,902) 6.491  01/14/2016
458,955  OAKC 13-8A *A*  (11,045) 1.400  01/12/2016
554,165  Rio Tinto Fin USA LTD  31,840  6.500  06/14/2016
113,885  Roche Holdings Inc  12,885  6.000  03/24/2016
25,416  Southaven Combined TVA  -    3.846  02/15/2016
1,000,000  Swiss Re Capital  -    6.854  05/25/2016
30,000  Westvaco Corp  -    7.650  03/17/2016
1,009,456  CMO/Asset Backed Principal Receipts  2,579  Various 2016
2,904,051  Gov’t Agency Principal Receipts  -    Various 2016
9,529,493  Total Securities Redeemed   
18,874  Principal Payments on Mortgages   
 $9,548,367  Total Redemptions  $113,573

Portfolio risk analysis
 Date Duration avg. rating book yield Market yield
Dec. 2011 5.80 A+ 5.44 3.97
Dec. 2012 6.05 A+ 5.22 2.91
Dec. 2013 6.22 A+ 5.11 3.72
Dec. 2014 6.57 A+ 4.95 3.15
Dec. 2015 7.64 A+ 4.86 3.75
June 2016 8.26 A 4.88 3.14

   Percent 
 Market statement of total yield
Asset Backed Securities $999,389 $957,509 0.47% 5.74%
U.S. Agency $970,600 $835,095 0.41% 5.91%
Total Bonds $217,197,627 $198,286,225 96.96% 4.88%

Preferred Stock $0 $0 0.00% 0.00%
Common Stock $18,523 $18,523 0.01% 2.26%
Other Assets $1,254,095 $1,228,926 0.60% 5.76%
Mortgages $360,320 $360,320 0.18% 2.85%
Real Estate $2,502,774 $2,502,774 1.22% 3.60%
Cash & Certificate Loans $2,105,942 $2,105,942 1.03% 1.59%
Total Invested Assets $223,439,280 $204,502,709 100.00% 4.84%

*Any difference in totals is due to rounding.

Wellington Management Company, LLP, continues to monitor the 
portfolio and manage the assets within the guidelines set forth by the 
Finance Committee and approved by the National Board. The goal 
is to optimize portfolio yield while maintaining a high-quality portfolio 
and matching the Society’s liability cash flow needs. The ongoing 
low interest rate environment continues to make it very challenging 
when trying to cover current contract guarantees without taking on 
excessive amounts of risk.
Investment yields on purchases made in the first half of 2016 aver-
aged 4.74 percent. These investments had a 22-year average life 
with an average S&P credit quality of BBB+. Purchases comprised 
of corporate bonds and taxable municipal bonds.
The market value of the portfolio increased $13.8 million during the 
first half of 2016. The effective duration of the portfolio increased 
to 8.26 years. Cash flow from the portfolio is positioned to meet 
projected cash flow needs.
Long-term rates continue to remain very accommodating, with market 
yields remaining at historically low levels across all sectors. The 
benchmark 10-year Treasury rates decreased from 2.27 percent at 
year end to 1.47 percent at the end of June.
The Westmoreland County Federation of SNPJ Lodges completed 
the sale of the Federation property and reimbursed the Society for 
the Reimbursable Grants made by the Society to the Federation. 
The proceeds were received in April.
Attached is a record of transactions for the period of Jan. 1 to June 
30, 2016.

snPJ FInanCe CoMMIttee
roGer C. CLIFForD, Chairman

JosePH C. eVanIsH, Committee Member
ken anDerson, Committee Member

rICHarD HerVoL, Committee Member
robert J. LaWrenCe, Committee Member

Finance Committee report
Committee Chairman Bro. CLIFFORD presented the report. There 
were questions from Sis. RIGLER on reimbursable grants.
Motion by Sis. WOOD, second by Bro. Vincent R. BASELJ, to ap-
prove the report. Motion approved.

audit Committee report
January-June 2016/report Date: sept. 15, 2016
Fraternal greetings, SNPJ Executive Committee, SNPJ National 
Board and SNPJ members.
The SNPJ Audit Committee met Sept. 13-15, 2016, for the regular 
semiannual meeting with all committee members present.
The Audit Committee conducted its semiannual review which 
consisted of routine documentation reviews and interviews with the 
Executive Committee members.

routine oversight report reviews
The following were reviewed for the period January through June 2016:

• Random receipts/invoices, and 100 percent of Executive Com-
mittee members, National Board members and professional 
consultants;

• Randomly selected checks over $20,000 requiring three 
executive signatures;

• National Board member Code of Ethics Statements; and
• TEL/Youth Roundup counselor files.

Review demonstrated that all documents were in order. It is to be 
noted that the TEL/Youth Roundup files were 100 percent compli-
ant. The Audit Committee will continue to monitor the files annually.

Complaints/Grievances
During this period there were no complaints or grievances for the 
Audit Committee’s participation.

Pennsylvania state examination
At this time, the SNPJ is undergoing its five-year state examination. 
A significant amount of work hours of the executives and their staff 
have been dedicated to the processes involved in the examination 
over the past several months. As expected, this year’s examination 
was much more focused to the risk aspect of a life insurance company 
rather than the financial management. Utilizing the tools available 
and the experiences of other fraternal insurance organizations, SNPJ 
was well prepared for the examination and it has gone smoothly. It is 
expected that the examination will conclude by the end of the month.

executive Committee Member Meetings
The Audit Committee met with each of the executives to discuss their 
biannual reports and various topics. The executives answered all of 
our questions to the satisfaction of the committee.
enterprise risk Management
Progress of implementation of the Enterprise Risk Management 
(ERM) Plan and resulting actions taken were discussed with Presi-
dent Evanish and Sis. Karen Pintar. The risk assessment has been 
completed at the Recreation Center. Over the past several months, 
Sis. Pintar has developed and implemented several IT global security 
policies related to the protection of electronic data. A two-day disaster 
recovery drill will be held at the SNPJ Recreation Center in October 
2016. This drill will test the ability to access the SNPJ information 
system at the designated off-site location and complete the required 
processes as mandated by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
Once the drill is completed, it will be evaluated and changes will be 
made to the disaster recovery plan as needed. This drill is required 
to occur once a year and involves staff who participate in the various 
processes tested during the drill. The executives are to be com-
mended for their continued commitment to the implementation of 
ERM throughout the organization.
national President Joseph C. evanish
President Evanish reviewed his report with the committee, answering 
all of our questions and providing additional information as requested.
The sales director position remains open at this time, following Bud 
Paladino’s retirement in April. It is expected that this position will be 
filled in the very near future.
The website updates were reviewed. The focus has been on the 
Recreation Center, and significant work has been done in this area.
A large portion of the committee’s time was spent on the subject 
of the SNPJ Recreation Center. President Evanish reviewed the 
Recreation Center report and financials with much discussion, to 
include cost reduction and income improvement strategies that have 
been implemented and those specified in the Cost Reduction Plan 
for future implementation. Following discussion, SNPJ Recreation 
Center Director Tim Jergel joined the committee. Several questions 
were asked of both President Evanish and Bro. Jergel. Several con-
cerns of the Audit Committee were communicated during this time.  
The financial report through June 2016 demonstrates an ongoing 
challenge; however, President Evanish reported that Slovenefest 
in July was a tremendous success and resulted in a significant 
financial improvement. There still remains a concern for the end-
of-year results and the impact the SNPJ Recreation Center has on 
the overall finances of the SNPJ. The Audit Committee will present 
several recommendations specific to correcting the Recreation 
Center deficit to the National Board at its meeting on Sept. 16, 2016.
A discussion was held regarding the Young Adult Conference, TEL 
Workshop and Youth Roundup to include attendance, activities and 
the financial impact on the SNPJ.
national secretary karen a. Pintar
Sis. Pintar reviewed her report for the first six months of 2016. There 
have been no mergers during this time period.
Sis. Pintar highlighted the implementation of a required environmental 
monitoring system in the computer room which assures appropriate 
temperature is maintained and alerts to the presence of water or 
smoke. As well, security was enhanced with an additional surveillance 
camera. The current security system allowed these enhancements 
to occur, thus reducing the cost of implementation.
national treasurer robert J. Lawrence
Bro. Lawrence provided a general overview of the SNPJ financial 
report. The first six months continued to be a challenge for SNPJ.  
The surplus continues to decline as compared to the same time last 
year and year-end 2015. This decline may affect the RBC status at 
year end if it continues. Bro. Lawrence expressed that so far, the 
second six-month period is looking better than the first six months.  
Several questions were asked by committee members. The Audit 
Committee remains concerned with the surplus status and will make 
recommendations to the National Board at its meeting on Sept. 16.  
The recommendations related to the Recreation Center will decrease 
the amount that the SNPJ supplements to the Recreation Center, 
which will help improve the surplus.

The Audit Committee was satisfied with the reports and information 
exchanged with the executives. Clearly, the Executive Committee 
is driven to do the right thing for the SNPJ in order to maintain its 
viability in this financially challenging environment. The committee 
encourages the Executive Committee to act quickly to implement 
cost-saving strategies and income enhancers. The committee thanks 
them for their diligence and commitment to the SNPJ.
The Audit Committee thanks the Executive Committee, management 
staff, and SNPJ Home Office staff for their assistance in obtaining 

requested documents for our review, and providing overall support 
and hospitality. Their efficiency allowed us to complete our work and 
written report in a timely manner.
Fraternally,

snPJ aUDIt CoMMIttee
PHyLLIs M. WooD, Chairwoman

VInCent r. baseLJ
LoUIs J. noVak sr.

stan J. rePos

audit Committee report
Chairwoman Sis. WOOD presented the Audit Committee report. 
Questions and discussion by Brothers MLAKAR and NOVAK.
Motion to approve the report by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro. 
ANDERSON. Motion approved.

name Lodge
Clayton Norsworthy 6
Justin Teyssier 6
Nicole Wright 6
Molly Bogolin 31
Anthony Raimondo 53
Gregory Raimondo 53
Brandon Bartley 89
Emily Rupnik 89
Ross Comis 89
Carly Evanish 106
Natalie Lanham 106
Ian Hausenfleck 120
Alec Brumbaugh 138
Allison Jo Vogrig 138
Amy Vogrig 138
Elizabeth Hartman 138
Jacob Cadez 138
Jonathan Cadez 138
Kristina Hartman 138
Patrick Germovsek 138
William Hervol 138
Michael Cefaratti 142
Elizabeth Smrdel 158
Lauren Sebusch 158
Russsell Lamovec 158
Thomas Zivkovich 158
Eric Heatwole 174
Amy Massack 216
Jennifer Provenza 216
Anissa Zagonel 225
Blake Schmidt 225
MacKenzi Tims 225

name Lodge
Toni Zibert 225
Aleyna Gee 257
Bridget Gee 257
Alec Baroni 274
Brett Jerome 274
Hannah Morris 274
Teresa Yuhas 274
Elena Maresh 449
Robert Rigler 449
Anna Wysopal 559
Daniel Volpe 564
Carly Grant 584
Emily Poklar 584
John Bolka 584
Justina Marsh 584
Emily Velichka 604
Garrett Yuko 604
Theodore Klasnick 629
Brandon Miller 643
Hannah Duncan 643
Holli Sommerfeld 677
Tasia Klarich 689
Alyssa Urban 715
Kendall Couch 715
Kristyn Gawdyda 715
Hannah Atkinson 719
John Eric Wood II 723
Robert Vargo 723
William Debevec III 729
Hannah Petcovic 776
Brooke Holland 786
Ellen Koci 786

scholarship Fund Donation & award History
years Donations awards
1960-1979 ............................$75,448.09.....................$146,797.81
1980-1999 ..........................$595,765.01..................$1,185,150.00
2000-Present ...................$1,213,848.41.....................$775,200.00
Totals ...............................$1,885,061.51..................$2,107,147.81

scholarship Fund Financial report
 Beginning Balance (as of Jan. 1, 2016) .....$752,448.75
 Donations .......................................................$2,961.02 
  Investment & Other Income ......................$4,817.12 
  Total Income ..............................................$7,778.14
 Awards .........................................................$25,200.00 
  Investment & Other Expense ....................$8,654.66 
  Total Expenses ........................................$33,854.66
 Ending Balance (as of June 30, 2016) .......$726,372.23

snPJ scholarship Committee report
september 2016
The following report covers the period of Jan. 1 through June 30, 
2016. Payment for the first installment of the 2015-2016 academic 
year included 64 awards. This group encompassed 48 Academic, 
nine Regular, and seven Joseph C. Umeck Jr. Activity Scholarships.
Listed below are the names of the students who received awards 
during the first six months of 2016:

We continue to receive donations from our members as honors and 
memorials to their loved ones.
For all contributions and the generous donations mentioned, we 
are most appreciative. We extend our sincere thanks to all who 
contributed to this most worthy cause which benefits so many of 
our young adults.
Respectfully submitted,

snPJ sCHoLarsHIP CoMMIttee
JosePH C. eVanIsH, Chairman

karen a. PIntar
robert J. LaWrenCe

scholarship Committee report
President Evanish presented the report. Motion was made by Bro. 
HERVOL, second by Sis. ANDERSON, to approve the report. Mo-
tion approved.

region 1 Vice President’s report
Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Executive Committee and National 
Board. This is my report for the first six months of 2016, January-June.
I continue to serve as secretary and treasurer of Lodge 87 in Her-
minie, Pa., and I make myself available to all officers and members 
of Region 1.
I attended all Lodge 87 meetings and the National Board meeting on 
March 18, 2016. l also attended a couple of social events in my region.
Normally I would be looking forward to working the picnics of the 
Westmoreland County Federation of SNPJ Lodges for the picnic 
sessions until the grounds were sold.
With July approaching, I am planning to attend the 35th Slovenefest 
and the 60th Miss SNPJ Pageant at the SNPJ Recreation Center.
I am an agent for the SNPJ, and I am always open for suggestions 
and willing to help our members with Lodge affairs.
This concludes my report for this period. May we have a beneficial and 
productive meeting on Sept. 16, 2016, for the Society and members.
Fraternally,

Frank breGar
Region 1 Vice President

region 1 Vice President’s report: bro. Frank bregar
Motion to approve the report by Sis. ANDERSON, second by Bro. 
MLAKAR. Motion approved.
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region 2 Vice President’s report
Jan. 1 through June 30, 2016
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters of the SNPJ National Board.
During this six-month period as I continue to serve as Region 2 Vice 
President, I also remain as secretary/treasurer of SNPJ Lodge 6, 
as an agent for the Society, and as a member of the Recreation 
Center Committee.
Region 2 remains active, and our members get involved in a number 
of events. In February, Lodges 6 and 138 hosted the annual SNPJ 
Winter Classic Bowling Tournament. This tournament has great 
participation in the bowling events as well as the social functions 
at both Lodge halls. Congratulations to both Lodges for another 
successful event.
I attended the March National Board meeting where our board 
education this time was delivered by Society actuary Joe Steimla. I 
found the presentation to be informative and the meeting productive.
In May, SNPJ Lodge 6 hosted the SNPJ National Bowling Tourna-
ment at the SNPJ Recreation Center. This event was a big success 
for Lodge 6, and the tournament had a wonderful turnout of bowlers.
Once again, I hosted a Regional Activity in May – a no-tap bowling 
tournament at the Sygan Bowling Center. It was well attended by 
our members, and Fraternal Director Kevin Richards was on hand 
to grill the hamburgers and hot dogs for the crowd.
Region 2 was well represented at the Society-sponsored June 
fraternal events held at the SNPJ Recreation Center, where we 
had six youth members attend Youth Roundup and 13 Young Adults 
attend the Young Adult Conference. There were several donations 
from Lodges in Region 2 to the Young Adult project this year which 
supplied backpacks with food and small toys and games to under-
privileged youth in the Mohawk School District.
The Lodges in Region 2 continue to hold regular meetings and a 
number of other events. There are bowling leagues, dart leagues, 
balina leagues, bar bingo, community bingo, dances, D.J.’s and 
karaoke nights, country and rock bands, and a wide variety of other 
sponsored events that keep our Lodges and members active.
At the end of June, Region 2 has 8,426 adult members and 921 
youth members from a total of 17 Lodges. In the first six months 
we have 93 new adult members and 16 new youth members from 
eight of those 17 Lodges. Our new member goals in Region 2 for 
the year are 283 new members for the Gold awards and 142 new 
members for the Silver awards.
This concludes my report, and I look forward to a productive and 
successful National Board meeting.
Fraternally,

JaMes L. CUrL
Region 2 Vice President

region 2 Vice President’s report: bro. James L. Curl
Motion to approve the report by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Sis. 
RIGLER. Motion approved.

region 3 Vice President’s report
January through June 2016
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters of the SNPJ National Board.
Greetings from Cleveland, Ohio. Region 3 is comprised of 20 
Lodges. As of June 30, 2016, Region 3 had 6,040 adult and 677 
youth members. That’s an increase of 42 overall new members 
since Dec. 30, 2015.
In January, the Lodges meet to discuss their plans for the upcom-
ing year.
In February I attended/hosted the CAL Sweetheart Doubles Bowl-
ing Tournament on Feb. 20. We had a nice turnout and everyone 
seemed to enjoy themselves.
In March I attended the National Board meeting on March 18. I also 
participated in the Loyalite Lodge 158 Chili Cook-off held March 20.
On April 8 I held an insurance seminar for the local secretaries 
and agents. Sales Director Bud Paladino did a nice presentation. 
Afterward, we went to lunch to bid farewell to Bud as he was retir-
ing on April 15. 
The annual SLO-ISH Bowl was held April 9. This event is co-sponsored 
by Loyalites Lodge 158 and the Eastside Irish American Club. The 
next day I attended and worked at the annual Button Box Bash held 
at Slovenian Society Home (Recher Hall). This event has been taken 
over by Recher Hall and the Polka Hall of Fame.
On May 22, the SNPJ Farm Board held its Pancake Breakfast. At 
the end of May, CAL held the Don Gorjup Open. We had over 90 
golfers and the day couldn’t have been better. Again, thanks to our 
angel, Don, for bringing us great weather. The usual goodie bags 
were overstuffed, complements of Rick Gorjup, CAL president. All 
beverages throughout the day were free to all, and we had two 
beverages oases set up on the course to take care of any thirsty 
golfers. Hot dogs were served at the turn, and that great steak dinner, 
prepared by Lou Novak and Gerri Trebets, ended the day.
On June 9 I attended the Slovenian statehood reception in Impe-
rial, Pa., at Lodge 106. The next evening I attended the reception 
in the Rotunda of Cleveland City Hall to celebrate Slovenia’s 25th 
anniversary of independence. The guest of honor was Mr. Gorazd 
Žmavc, minister of the Republic of Slovenia for Slovenians Abroad. I 
also had a chance to meet our new consul general for the Cleveland 
area, Mr. Andrej Rode.
Region 3 had many Young Adults attend the Young Adult Confer-
ence on June 27-28.
The month of June begins our picnic season at the SNPJ Farm. The 
first picnic was held June 12 and hosted by Lodge 355. Lodge 53 took 
over the reins on June 19, and Lodge 576 rounded out the month on 
June 26. The last picnic in June is always the Beaverdale Reunion.
I continue to represent Region 3 as vice president, and remain a 
member of the Cleveland Federation, Cleveland Athletic League 
(treasurer), Lodge 158 Loyalites (secretary), Ohio Fraternal Alliance 
(president), and I continue to promote SNPJ in my travels.
Fraternally,

LInDa GorJUP
Region 3 Vice President

region 3 Vice President’s report: sis. Linda Gorjup
Motion to approve the report by Sis. ANDERSON, second by Bro. 
NOVAK. Motion approved.

region 4 Vice President’s report
Jan. 1 through June 30, 2016
Fraternal greetings. This report covers the period from Jan. 1 through 
June 30, 2016.

The number of members in Region 4 went down significantly during 
this period as the 500-plus members of Lodge 268 were transferred 
to other Lodges, with a majority of members going to Milwaukee 
Lodge 584 in Region 5. Sadly, there is no longer an SNPJ Lodge 
in Minnesota.
Indianapolis Lodge 34 has five of the region’s seven new members, 
already making them eligible for a Silver membership award this 
year. The other two new members went to Samsula, Fla., Lodge 
603. The Michigan Lodges had no new members.
In February I enjoyed a wonderful weekend in Samsula with Miss 
SNPJ Julie Rockwell and her mother Janice. This was my first visit 
to the Florida SNPJ Days, and it was great! On behalf of the SNPJ, 
I was pleased to present Lodge 603 President George Benedict with 
a plaque in recognition of the Lodge’s 90th anniversary. I played in 
my first corn hole tournament and did much better than I expected, 
making it through several rounds to finish in fourth place. I would 
like to thank the Lodge members for their fine hospitality and the 
wonderful bottle of locally made wine!
In February and March I administered the CEO evaluation process 
and worked with the Compensation Committee to establish execu-
tive salary recommendations. I presented the evaluation results and 
salary proposals to the National Board at the March meeting. This 
is the first time our new process was used, and it went smoothly.
In the spring, Samsula Lodge 603 hosted an Easter dinner and 
Circle 57 had an Easter egg hunt. The Lodge also had a Mother’s 
Day dance.
Detroit Lodge 564 held their annual spring dance, and their members 
supported a Walk for MS.
The National Bowling Tournament was held May 7-8. Participation 
from Region 4 was down; several regular participants did not attend 
because the tournament was held on Mother’s Day weekend.
In June, Region 4 members participated in Youth Roundup and the 
Young Adult Conference.
Flint, Mich., Lodge 459 reported that the Croatian Club, where they 
held their meetings and events, has closed. They are working to 
find a new meeting place.
In the Detroit area, the SNPJ Mixed Bowling League finished its 82nd 
season, and the golf league started its 45th season. With Sunnybrook 
closing, the golf league has moved to Maple Lane Golf Course.
Fraternally,

traCey L. anDerson
Region 4 Vice President

region 4 Vice President’s report: sis. tracey L. anderson
Motion to approve the report by Sis. RIGLER, second by Bro. 
ANDERSON. Motion approved.

region 5 Vice President’s report
Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Executive Committee and National 
Board: Fraternal greetings! This is my report for the period of Jan. 
1 through June 30, 2016.
During the annual meeting of the Chicago District Federation held 
on Feb. 26, 2016, I was re-elected as the recording recretary. At the 
Cicero Neighbors Lodge 449 annual meeting, I was re-elected as 
the secretary/treasurer.
Congratulations to the following Lodges who received awards in the 
2015 SNPJ Lodge Bonus Program: Lodge 584 attained Gold Star 
status in the membership program and in the activity program; while 
Lodges 1, 8, 225, 449 and 559 reached Gold Star status.
The Tony Verbick Memorial Bowling Tournament was held on Jan. 
16, 2016, in Milwaukee. Teams were comprised of members from 
SNPJ, CFU, Sloga and KSKJ. The funds from this tournament were 
split between the scholarships of the four organizations. Thanks to 
Mary Donovan (584), SNPJ District 6 Athletic Director, for organizing 
this tournament.
Members from Lodge 225 in Girard, Kan., attended the 2016 Florida 
SNPJ Days held Feb. 26-27, 2016.
On April 16, 2016, many SNPJ members from the Illinois and Wis-
consin areas attended a performance by Zbor Spendov and Zadnja 
Kapla from Lemont, Ill., that was held in Milwaukee and sponsored 
by the UWM Slovenian Arts Program.
The 82nd annual Memorial Day services sponsored by the Chicago 
District Federation were held May 30, 2016, in the SNPJ Section at 
Woodlawn Cemetery in Forest Park, Ill. Boy Scouts Justin, Robert 
and Jason Rigler, Shane Miller, and Lucas and Zachary Stimach, all 
Lodge 449 members, participated in the flag ceremony. The national 
anthems were performed by the Zbor Spendov men’s chorus. 
Federation President Edward Dabrowski (449) welcomed everyone 
and introduced our guest speaker, Dr. Janez Vidmar, honorary consul 
of the Republic of Slovenia for the State of Illinois and a member of 
Lodge 559. Musical selections were performed by Zbor Spendov, 
and the Boy Scouts read some poems. 
Federation Secretary/Treasurer Marianne Murray (1), with the help 
of Grace Doerk (559), prepared program booklets to distribute that 
listed all the deceased members of SNPJ buried in the SNPJ Sec-
tion. It was nice to see SNPJ members and friends gathered to pay 
homage to our departed members. A luncheon followed the program.
The Milwaukee Balina League began playing in May at the West 
Allis Veteran’s Park. SNPJ members from Lodges 584 and 686 
participate in this league.
The annual SNPJ Tony Mlinar Sr. Memorial Golf Tournament was 
held June 4, 2016, at New Berlin Hills Golf Course in New Berlin, 
Wis. Many SNPJ members participate in this annual event.
The 25th anniversary of Slovenian independence was celebrated on 
June 7, 2016, at the Slovenian Catholic/Cultural Center in Lemont. 
Minister Gorazd Žmavc was the featured speaker, and Dr. Zvone 
Žigon made presentations to several organizations.
On June 26, 2016, a celebration of the 25th anniversary of the in-
dependence of Slovenia was held by the Triglav Slovenian Cultural 
Society and USPEH at Triglav Park in Wisconsin.
Attending this year’s Young Adult Conference, held June 24-26, 
from Region 5 were young adults from Lodges 449, 559 and 584.
As a member of the Slovenian Catholic Center in Lemont, I also at-
tended various functions held at the center. There are many SNPJ 
members in the area who attend the monthly dinners and special 
events that feature Slovenian groups.
There were 25 new members for the first six months of 2016 in 
Region 5. Although there has been a gain of some new members, 
overall, we are far from reaching our new member goals for 2016. 
Congratulations to Lodge 584 who enrolled 17 new members! 
Congratulations as well to Lodges 8, 107, 225, 559 and 686 who 
also enrolled new members in their Lodges.
This concludes my report for the past six months. I hope that we 
can make decisions in the best interest of the Society and that of its 

members, and try to take some steps to control the decline in the 
membership of the Society.
Fraternally,

JUstIna M. rIGLer
Region 5 Vice President

region 5 Vice President’s report: sis. Justina rigler
Motion to approve the report by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro. 
HERVOL. Motion approved.

region 6 Vice President’s report
January through June 2016
Fraternal greetings from the far West. This report summarizes Region 
6 activities for the first half of 2016.
In early January, hockey fans from Orange Coast Lodge 786 drove 
to Los Angeles to watch Slovenian star Anže Kopitar lead the LA 
Kings to victory over the Philadelphia Flyers.
Also in January, Denver Lodge 218 held their annual holiday party, 
and in June held a family picnic and ice cream social.
I was one of a group of Southern Californians to motor northward to 
San Francisco to enjoy the Lodge 304 Pust celebration. The gathering 
also facilitated a California Federation meeting as members from all 
four California Lodges were in attendance.
At the Pueblo, Colo., Lodge 577 March meeting, Taylor Hand and 
Shawnee Curran were awarded scholarships. The meeting included 
a game of “SNPJ Jeopardy” designed by Secretary Mary Davis, with 
winners awarded lottery tickets.
In April I again accepted the invitation to represent SNPJ at the 
South East European Film Festival in Beverly Hills. It opened with 
the West Coast premiere of Bosnia-Herzegovina’s 2016 Oscar entry, 
“Our Everyday Life.”
Fontana Lodge 723 continues a high rate of activity, including 
periodic dances, jam sessions and community service projects 
benefiting Ronald McDonald House of Loma Linda, the Wounded 
Warriors organization, and the SNPJ Young Adult Conference com-
munity service project. Hall improvements included planting trees 
and installing an irrigation system to a new memorial citrus orchard 
which was dedicated with a fitting ceremony during the Memorial 
Weekend Polka Festival.
In May, Orange Coast Lodge 786 held its popular wine and beer 
tasting  picnic with another sell-out crowd. All tables were filled on 
the lawn of picturesque Weins winery in Temecula, Calif., as guests 
sipped locally-produced pivo and vino to the music of the Fontana 
Slovene Button Accordion Club and other local musicians.
In August, Gold Country Lodge 745 enjoyed a River Cats baseball 
game in Sacramento.
I’m looking forward to attending the National Board meeting in 
September.
Fraternally,

FreDrICk J. MLakar
Region 6 Vice President

region 6 Vice President’s report: bro. Fredrick J. Mlakar
Motion to approve the report by Sis. WOOD, second by Sis. RIGLER. 
Motion approved.

A motion is made by Bro. ANDERSON, second by Sis. WOOD, to 
recess as the National Board and reconvene as the Recreation 
Center Committee. Motion approved.

snPJ recreation Center Committee report
september 2016
This report covers the first six months of 2016. Director Tim Jergel 
leads an effective management team and staff at the Recreation 
Center. Our key full-time staff members include Operations Manager 
Sue Krispinsky, Maintenance Manager Jeff Wisneski, and Susan 
Zarella. Director Jergel, our key staff members, and the part-time 
and seasonal staff do a commendable job operating our facility.
A number of our fraternal programs continue to be hosted at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center. These include Youth Roundup and the 
Young Adult Conference. Both are held in June with the Recreation 
Center providing the lodging and food service.
The SNPJ National Bowling Tournament was hosted by Sygan, Pa., 
Lodge 6, near the Recreation Center. The social activities took place 
at the Recreation Center with many bowlers renting cabins for the 
weekend. It was a successful weekend for the Recreation Center, 
and the tournament will be hosted here annually.
The SNPJ Slovenian Heritage Center Committee hosted their Fam-
ily Fun Day weekend June 10-11. The Heritage Center hosted the 
music on Friday and Saturday with a free-admission picnic. This 
was very well organized; however, the weather did not cooperate 
and hurt attendance this year.
The Friday night music schedule for the Gostilna, which began in 
May and ends on Labor Day weekend, was completed by Director 
Jergel. The bingo schedule for Saturdays runs from the first weekend 
in May until the last weekend in September. A new large-projection 
television was installed in the Gostilna at a cost of $3,242.
The pool is a very nice amenity, with the miniature putt as an ad-
ditional activity adjacent to the pool. The committee thanks Roland 
Hudson for donating his custom-made items, which look great, for 
the miniature putt. The Tiki Bar continues to be a popular spot during 
the summer season.
In March, the committee conducted a review of the internal control 
procedures at the SNPJ Recreation Center. This continues to be a 
normal business practice by the committee to ensure that proper 
procedures are being followed.
Saturday wedding event bookings remain strong for the popular 
Alpine Room. However, Friday and Sunday bookings are limited 
due to increased competition in the area. We are implementing an 
online advertising campaign to try to increase bookings at a budget 
cost of $800 monthly average. The Lakeside Gazebo continues 
to be utilized for ceremonies. The Barn has many rentals as well. 
Operations Manager Sue Krispinsky continues to do an excellent 
job managing the wedding function. Jones Catering has done a 
great job providing quality service for these events, as well as for 
our fraternal programs.
Drop-down canvas curtains were installed at the Heritage Pavilion with 
a donation from the SNPJ Slovenian Heritage Center. An enclosed 
bar was installed this spring and expanded parking was added. This 
will help with inclement weather and produce some potential wedding 
reception bookings at this venue.
A new event was initiated on the Sunday of Memorial Day weekend 
at the Upper Pavilion. The dances in recent years on that date have 
been lacking in attendance. A “Brew and Bean Fest” was held with 
several micro-brewery vendors competing for best brew and food 



FInanCIaL sUMMarIes
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

DetaILeD FInanCIaL rePort
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

natIonaL boarD rePorts
CONTINUE NEXT PAGE

    Increase/
Description 2016 2015 (Decrease)

7PROSVETA
November 1, 2016www.snpj.org • prosveta@snpj.com

slovene national benefit society
Balance Sheet as of June 30, 2016
    Increase/
assets: 6/30/2015 12/31/2015 (Decrease)
 Bonds  $198,286,224   $196,864,044   $1,422,180 
 Preferred Stocks 0  0  0 
 Common Stocks 18,523  18,034  490 
 Mortgage Loans 360,320  379,194  (18,874)
 Real Estate 2,502,774  2,561,070  (58,296)
 Cash and Short Term Investments 1,318,497  1,073,952  244,546 
 Certificate Loans 787,445  786,505  939 
 Other Invested Assets 1,228,926  1,230,643  (1,718)
 Investment Income Due & Accrued 2,234,223  2,188,717  45,506 
 Premiums Due 14,804  18,850  (4,046)
 Amounts Recoverable From Reinsurer 0  50,000  (50,000)
 EDP Equipment and Software 1,256  2,512  (1,256)
 Total Admitted Assets  $206,752,992   $205,173,522   $1,579,470
Liabilities:   
 Reserve for Life & Annuity  $193,349,806   $191,595,893   $1,753,913 
 Reserve for Sick & Operation 219,996  234,996  (15,000)
 Liability for Deposit-type Contracts 380,484  382,054  (1,570)
 Life Claims 283,025  281,569  1,456 
 Accident & Health Claims 23,655  23,655  0 
 Refund Payable 68,575  66,905  1,669 
 Premiums Received in Advance 72,195  66,965  5,231 
 Interest Maintenance Reserve (IMR) 1,366,124  1,327,304  38,820 
 Expenses Due & Accrued 512,871  441,110  71,761 
 Unearned Investment Income 15,779  16,018  (239)
 Total Remittances & Items Not Allocated 3,205,091  3,479,286  (274,196)
 Asset Valuation Reserve (AVR) 1,270,216  1,178,395  91,821 
 Write In for Liabilities 347,886  287,886  60,000 
 Total Liabilities 201,115,702  199,382,036  1,733,666 
 Surplus 5,637,290  5,791,486  (154,196)
 Total Liabilities & Surplus  $206,752,992   $205,173,522   $1,579,470 
Cash Flow:   
 Cash in transit and in banks 12-31-15 ......................................................................... $1,073,952 
 Premiums Collected Net of Reinsurance .............................................5,529,899 
 Net Investment Income ........................................................................4,688,473 
 Proceeds from Investments Sold, Matured or Repaid .........................9,548,557 
 Miscellaneous Income & Other Cash Provided ..........................................6,096 ....... 19,773,025 
 Total Receipts and in Bank .......................................................................................... 20,846,977 
 Benefit Payments .................................................................................6,791,291 
 Commissions & Expenses Paid ...........................................................1,422,878 
 Cost of Investments Acquired ............................................................10,937,018 
 Refunds Paid ............................................................................................42,358 
 Net Other Cash Applied ..........................................................................334,935  ...... 19,528,480 
 Cash in transit and in banks 6-30-16 ........................................................................... $1,318,497 

slovene national benefit society
Summary of Operations for the period ending June 30, 2016
     Increase/
Description 2016 2015 (Decrease)
 Life Premium  $689,202   $700,091   $(10,889)
 Annuity Considerations 4,817,360  4,267,820  549,539 
 Accident & Health Premiums 13,162  14,077  (915)
Total Premium & Annuity Considerations 5,519,724  4,981,989  537,735 
 Gross Investment Income 4,849,192  4,800,941  48,251 
 Investment Expense (293,936) (373,128) 79,192 
Net Investment Income 4,555,256  4,427,813  127,443 
Amortization of Interest Maintenance Reserve 74,287  125,201  (50,914)
Miscellaneous Income 6,096  13,883  (7,787)
Total Income 10,155,363  9,548,886  606,477 
 Death Benefits 822,986  875,255  (52,268)
 Matured Endowments 34,251  44,576  (10,325)
 Annuity Benefits 5,777,035  7,252,995  (1,475,960)
 Operation, Accident & Health Benefits 16,185  18,165  (1,980)
 Surrender Benefits 187,495  156,821  30,674 
 Interest on Certificate Fund 4,794  5,501  (707)
 Increase in Life Reserves 146,083  201,957  (55,874)
 Increase in Annuity Reserves 1,607,830  (507,823) 2,115,653 
 Increase in Health Reserves (15,000) (18,000) 3,000 
 Commissions 142,057  137,095  4,962 
 General & Fraternal Expenses 1,298,884  1,216,589  82,295 
 Insurance Taxes, Licenses & Fees 113,699  77,874  35,824 
 Increase in Loading on Uncollected Premium (899) 947  (1,845)
Total Expenses 10,135,400  9,461,951  673,449 
Net Gain from Operations Before Refunds 19,963  86,934  (66,971)
Refunds to Members 44,028  64,453  (20,425)
Net Gain Before Realized Capital Gain/(Loss) (24,065) 22,481  (46,546)
Net Realized Capital Gain (Loss) 654  429,955  (429,301)
Net Income  $(23,410)  $452,436   $(475,847)

surplus account: 6/30/16 6/30/15 12/31/15
Surplus, Dec. 31, previous year  $5,791,486   $5,508,945   $5,508,945 
Net Income from Operations (23,410) 452,436  393,689 
Change in Net Unrealized Gains (Loss) 20,514  28,003  67,315 
Change in Non-Admitted Assets (59,479) (48,081) 134,469 
Change in Asset Valuation Reserve (91,821) (347,785) (312,932)
Net Change in Surplus for the Year (154,196) 84,573  282,541 
Surplus as of Statement Date  $5,637,290   $5,593,518   $5,791,486 

slovene national benefit society
Detailed Financial Report for the period ending June 30, 2016

    Increase/
Description 2016 2015 (Decrease)
Life Premiums   
 First Year Premium  $64,706   $69,486   $(4,780)
 Renewal Premium 686,175  665,299  20,876 
 Single Premium 27,660  41,028  (13,369)
 Refunds Applied to Paid-Up Additions 38,219  49,913  (11,694)
 Less: Reinsurance Premiums Paid (127,557) (125,636) (1,921)
 Net Life Premiums 689,202  700,091  (10,889)

a & H Premiums   
Sick Benefit Premium 5,918  6,138  (220)
Operation and Hospital & Recup Premium 7,244  7,939  (695)
Total A & H Premiums 13,162  14,077  (915)

annuity Considerations   
 Annuity - First Year 3,869,439  3,954,027  (84,588)
 Annuity - Renewal 872,920  273,793  599,127 
 Deposit Administration Contract 75,000  40,000  35,000 
 Total Annuity Considerations 4,817,360  4,267,820  549,539 
 Total Premiums & Annuity Considerations 5,519,724  4,981,989  537,735 

Gross Investment Income   
 Interest on Bonds 4,783,147  4,734,008  49,139 
 Dividends on Stock 155  169  (14)
 Interest on Mortgage Loans 4,426  4,925  (500)
 Interest on Cash and Short Term Investments 152  0  152 
 Income on Real Estate 45,000  45,000  0 
 Interest on Certificate Loans 16,312  16,838  (526)
 Total Gross Investment Income 4,849,192  4,800,941  48,251 

Less Investment expense   
 Home Office: Deprec., Insur., Tax, Utility & Other 69,714  64,531  5,182 
 Recreation Center Depreciation 44,199  131,454  (87,254)
 Management, Custodial and Banking Fees 112,429  110,413  2,016 
 Salaries, Benefits & Board Travel - Investment 67,594  66,730  864 
 Total Investment Expense 293,936  373,128  (79,192)
 Net Investment Income 4,555,256  4,427,813  127,443 
 Amortization of IMR 74,287  125,201  (50,914)
 Miscellaneous Income 6,096  13,883  (7,787)
 Total Income 10,155,363  9,548,886  606,477 

Death benefits   
 Death Claims 872,986  949,321  (76,335)
 Reinsurance Recovered (50,000) (74,066) 24,066 
 Total Death Benefits 822,986  875,255  (52,268)
 Total Matured Endowments 34,251  44,576  (10,325)

annuity and Pension benefits   
 Pensions Paid 90,250  87,934  2,316 
 Annuity Benefits 5,686,785  7,165,061  (1,478,276)
 Total Annuity and Pension Benefits 5,777,035  7,252,995  (1,475,960)

operation, accident & Health   
 Sick Benefit Claims 8,419  7,943  476 
 Operation Claims 7,645  9,959  (2,314)
 Waiver of Assessment 121  263  (142)
 Total Operation, Accident & Health 16,185  18,165  (1,980)
Total Surrender Benefits 187,495  156,821  30,674 
Interest on Certificate or Contract Fund 4,794  5,501  (707)

Increase in reserve for Life, a&H & annuities   
 Change in Reserves - Life 146,083  201,957  (55,874)
 Change in Reserves - Annuities 1,607,830  (507,823) 2,115,653 
 Change in Reserves - Accident & Health (15,000) (18,000) 3,000 
 Total Increase(Decrease) in Reserves 1,738,913  (323,867) 2,062,779 

Commissions   
 Life Commissions 73,821  73,919  (98)
 Annuity Commissions 65,646  51,429  14,218 
 Campaign Awards 2,590  11,748  (9,158)
 Total Commissions 142,057  137,095  4,962 

General Insurance & Fraternal expenses   
 Rent 45,000  45,000  0 
 Salaries & Wages 401,541  409,642  (8,101)
 Director/National Board Fees 13,950  13,950  0 
 Employee Benefits 78,275  65,014  13,261 
 Pension Plan Deposit 75,000  40,000  35,000 
 Employee Education Expenses 845  1,121  (276)
 Legal Fees and Expenses 5,287  16,522  (11,235)
 Medical Examinations / Underwriting 9,293  8,402  892 
 Actuarial and Auditing Fees 94,438  96,445  (2,007)
 Travel Expenses 22,433  24,393  (1,960)
 Advertising/Promotional Items 21,253  22,124  (871)
 Postage and Telephone 31,019  33,844  (2,825)
 Office Supplies, Printing & Stationery 14,750  8,214  6,536 
 Computer Supplies, Equipment & Depreciation 98,607  95,367  3,240 
 Machine Service, Repairs & Rentals 6,341  9,641  (3,300)
 Books and Periodicals 2,086  3,757  (1,671)
 Bureau and Association Dues 910  1,447  (537)
 Insurance and Surety Bonds 16,934  11,241  5,694 
 Sundry General 4,859  5,161  (302)
 Donations - Charitable 875  6,700  (5,825)
 Sales Department 1,681  1,713  (32)
 Publications 79,596  132,782  (53,186)
 Quadrennial Convention 50,000  45,000  5,000 
 Athletics 12,905  17,813  (4,908)
 Miss SNPJ Pageant and Travel 5,630  6,800  (1,170)
 Youth/Young Adult Programming 18,486  9,590  8,896 
 Lodge and Secretary Awards 75,500  75,400  100 
 Fraternal Expense - Other 111,390  9,508  101,882 
 Total General and Fraternal Expenses 1,298,884  1,216,589  82,295 

Insurance taxes, Licenses & Fees   
 State Insurance Department Licenses and Fees 70,829  33,511  37,317 
 Employment Taxes 42,870  44,363  (1,493)
 Total Insurance Taxes, Licenses and Fees 113,699  77,874  35,824 
Increase in Loading on Uncollected Premium (899) 947  (1,845)
Total Expenses 10,135,400  9,461,951  673,449 
Net Gain from Operations Before Refunds 19,963  86,934  (66,971)

refunds to Members   
 Refunds Paid in Cash 6,394  9,586  (3,193)
 Refunds Left to Accumulate at Interest 1,837  2,380  (543)
 Refunds Applied to Paid-Up Additions 35,797  52,486  (16,689)
 Total Refund to Members 44,028  64,453  (20,425)
Net Gain Before Realized Capital Gain/(Loss) (24,065) 22,481  (46,546)

net realized Capital Gains or (Losses)   
 Gain on Disposal of Investment 136,283  821,749  (685,466)
 Loss on Disposal of Investment (22,522) (69,750) 47,228 
 Amortization of IMR (Transfer to IMR) (113,107) (322,044) 208,937 
 Total Net Realized Capital Gain or (Loss) 654  429,955  (429,301)
net Income  ($23,410)  $452,436   ($475,847)
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RECREATION CENTER COMMITTEE REPORT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

vendors in the chili contest. This was a great success with more than 
300 in attendance. Great job by Director Jergel and staff!
Approximately 25 dead trees had to be removed from the cabin area. 
A new compressor and condensing unit needed to be installed on 
the walk-in freezer at a cost of $4,289. The Lakeside Pavilion wall 
stabilization was approved at a cost of $2,680.
The Cabin Renovation Project was approved as recommended by the 
committee with adjusted budget. The board approved to proceed with 
renovating two cabins at a cost of $25,000 each, with a contingency 
of $3,000 per cabin. Cabins #1 and #2 were completed in June. The 
committee is very pleased with the results.
For the last several years, our industry has experienced a consistent 
low interest rate environment. This has continuously lowered the 
average investment portfolio yield, and thus investment revenue 
for insurers, including SNPJ. It has forced the industry and SNPJ 
to operate on a much leaner basis. Recognizing this, SNPJ’s inde-
pendent CPA auditor, who conducts the required annual regulatory 
audit, stated that while management has done a good job at trim-
ming Home Office expenses, it is urgent that the SNPJ Recreation 
Center deficit be addressed. He stated that it should be at least a 
break-even operation in order to stop the negative financial effect 
on the Society in this low interest rate environment.
As a result, the National Board took action by mandating that a five-
year break-even plan for the SNPJ Recreation Center be presented 
at the September board meeting. The board reduced the budgeted 
loss in the 2016 proposed budget by 10 percent. It also requested 
that the financial reports be completed by no later than the end of 
the following month and that monthly budgets be developed.
President Evanish met with the Recreation Center management 
and full-time staff following the board meeting to discuss ways to 
achieve a break-even operation. This has also been reviewed by 
the committee.
Bro. Tony Bole, an honorary committee member since the year 2000 
and a regular committee member from 1989 until the National Board 
named him an honorary member, passed away this summer at the 
age of 95. Tony was a staunch supporter of the SNPJ Recreation 
Center and active in countless ways. His contribution over the years 
was immeasurable.
The grounds and our facility continue to look very good and aestheti-
cally pleasing. We encourage everyone to take advantage of our 
beautiful Recreation Center as we continue to promote our fraternal 
programs and activities.
Respectfully submitted,

snPJ reCreatIon Center CoMMIttee
JosePH C. eVanIsH, Committee Chairman

 VInCent baseLJ JIM CUrL
 DaVID CUsHMan Jerry r. HLebak
 CatHy kaLenIts ronaLD CaDez

JosePH JUrICICH, Honorary Member

snPJ recreation Center Financial report 
as of June 30, 2016
  revenue expense Profit/(Loss)
Cabins $26,157 $10,582 $15,575 
Dances $5,885 $4,816 $1,069 
Dining Room $6,222 $5,838 $384 
Gostilna $40,623 $45,992 ($5,369) 
Pool $17,217 $18,057 ($840)
Slovenefest $10,700 $390 $10,310 
Trailer Court $89,796 $28,613 $61,183
Wedding/Banquet $115,860 $68,116 $47,744 
Misc. Revenue $29,557 $3,612 $25,945 

recreation Center Committee report
President EVANISH, as chairman of the Recreation Center Com-
mittee, presents the report. He provides updates on the cabin 
renovations, pricing on cabins, and work being done on developing 
a monthly budget for the Recreation Center.
Questions and discussion by Sisters RIGLER, ANDERSON and 
WOOD.
Motion to recess as the Recreation Center Committee and recon-
vene as the National Board by Bro. ANDERSON, second by Bro. 
HERVOL. Motion approved.
Motion to approve the report by Bro. HERVOL, second by Sis. 
ANDERSON. Motion approved.

President EVANISH presents the break-even plan for the SNPJ 
Recreation Center that the National Board requested the Executive 
Committee develop at the March meeting.
Motion by Sis. WOOD, second by Bro. CLIFFORD, that the National 
Board go into executive session. Motion approved.

The board comes out of executive session on a motion by Bro. 
NOVAK, second by Bro. HERVOL. Motion approved.
The Audit Committee presents a list of recommendations to the 
National Board regarding cost savings and revenue.
A motion is made by Sis. WOOD, based on these recommendations, 
that a letter be drafted to the Recreation Center Committee stressing 
their responsibilities for oversight of the Recreation Center financials 
and the administrative director as described in the “Job Description 
of the Recreation Center Committee,” second by Bro. CLIFFORD. 
Motion unanimously approved.
A motion is made by Sis. WOOD, based on the Audit Committee 
recommendations, to approve all rental increases in the Recreation 
Center break-even plan over two years rather than over the three 
years that were proposed by splitting the total cost savings in two even 
increments, second by Bro. NOVAK. Motion approved unanimously.
Motion to accept the break-even plan, as modified by the Audit Com-
mittee recommendations already approved, by Bro. NOVAK, second 
by Bro. ANDERSON. Motion approved unanimously.
Motion by Sis. WOOD, based on the Audit Committee recommen-
dations, that the Recreation Center implement a process to collect 
any overdue rent and utility bills by the end of 2016, and that trailer 
rental fees be due in full by April 1 of each year, second by Bro. 
CLIFFORD. Motion approved unanimously.
Also based on the Audit Committee recommendations, Sis. WOOD 
motions that the SNPJ National Board give authority to the Execu-
tive Committee to review all necessary costs and to be given the 
authority to implement strategies prior to the March 2017 National 
Board meeting in order to initiate cost savings to the Society, second 
by Bro. HERVOL. Motion approved unanimously.
The election of Recreation Center Committee members is held and 
a tally committee of Sis. RIGLER and Sis. ANDERSON is charged 

with collecting the ballots and counting the votes.
When the Tally Committee returns to the meeting, the results of the 
election of two members to the Recreation Center Committee are:
 Cathy Kalenits .....................14
 David Cushman ...................12
 Amy Mavrich ..........................3
 Lynn Miklos ............................1
 Demo Agoris ..........................0
The results indicate that Cathy Kalenits and David Cushman are 
re-elected to the Recreation Center Committee.
Motion by Sis. RIGLER, second by Bro. NOVAK, to destroy the 
ballots. Motion approved.

young adult representative’s report
Young Adult Representative Sis. Ally Perdan thanks the National Board 
for allowing her to attend the meeting. She reported on the Young 
Adult Conference and said they accomplished the completion of four 
projects this year: road clean-up, planted flowers at the entrance to 
the Recreation Center, organized supplies into backpacks as their 
community service project, and painted the two admission booths 
that are used for Slovenefest. They held the business meeting on 
Sunday, and they would like to continue completing projects and 
have an interest in larger projects on a yearly basis.
Discussion by Sisters WOOD and RIGLER.

Unfinished business
Sis. PINTAR presents the Executive Committee recommendations 
for the Lodge and secretary awards based on renewal premium as 
requested by the National Board at the March 2016 meeting.
Motion is made by Sis. WOOD, second by Bro. CLIFFORD, to elimi-
nate all awards based on renewal premium and to accept the new 
proposal which would continue to pay Lodges the $1 per member 
award for completing and turning in all four forms by the required 
deadlines and to increase the secretary award for completing this 
task from 50 cents per member to 75 cents per member, and also 
to increase the Lodge Award Program – from $150 for achieving 
Gold Star status to $300, from $100 for achieving Silver Star status 
to $200, and the Super Star Lodge Bonus from $500 to $750 – ef-
fective immediately. Motion approved unanimously.
The National Board reviewed the Strategic Plan presented in the 
binders.

Miscellaneous
President EVANISH presented the Executive Committee recom-
mendations that the Young Adult Conference surrogate delegates 
be limited to the number of actual delegates permitted by that Lodge, 
and that the scholarship requirement to attend the Young Adult 
Conference be eliminated.
Discussion by Sis. RIGLER, Bro. HERVOL, Sis. WOOD, Sis. PINTAR, 
Bro. LAWRENCE, Bro. EVANISH, Sis. ANDERSON, Bro. MLAKAR, 
and Young Adult Representative Ally Perdan.
Motion by Bro. HERVOL, second by Sis. WOOD, to remove the 
scholarship requirement for applicants to attend a Young Adult Con-
ference retroactive to Jan. 1, 2016. Motion approved unanimously.
Sis. ANDERSON remarked on the Compensation Committee process 
and forms will be sent out to the National Board.
Motion to hold the next meeting of the SNPJ National Board on 
March 24, 2017, by Bro. NOVAK, second by Bro. ANDERSON. 
Motion approved.
Motion to adjourn at 3:10 p.m. by Bro. NOVAK, second by Bro. 
ANDERSON. Motion approved.
Respectfully submitted,

karen a. PIntar, FLMI, CCP, AIAA
National Secretary/COO

overhead expenses
 Salary & Wages  $120,176 
 Utilities  $43,418 
 Real Estate Taxes  $30,908 
 Insurance  $44,708 
 Depreciation  $1,787
 Maintenance  $22,912 
 Office & Administration  $13,986
 Major Maintenance Projects  $10,752
 Total Overhead Expenses   ($288,647)
Totals   $342,017 $474,663 ($132,646)

Accordions taking center stage at 53rd annual Thanksgiving Polka Weekend

Canada’s Polka King WALTER OSTANEK will 
be among the many featured performers at the 
Thanksgiving Weekend Polka Party, scheduled 
Nov. 24-26 in Cleveland.

by JOE VALENCIC (5)
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame

CLEVELAND — It’s time to roll out the barrel 
and the red carpet as the Cleveland-Style Polka 
Hall of Fame presents the 53rd annual Thanks-
giving Polka Party Weekend, Thursday through 
Saturday, Nov. 24-26. Thrill to polka music’s 
grandest festival as the Downtown Cleveland 
Marriott Hotel becomes America’s polka hub 
with the finest of Cleveland-style entertainers. 
The curtain will rise on the 2016 Awards Show, 
polka music’s red-carpet event, on Saturday, 
Nov. 26, at 2 p.m. in the Grand Ballroom.

At this year’s Awards Show gala, the Polka 
Hall of Fame will celebrate the art of the ac-
cordion in all its forms: button box, chromatic, 
concertina and piano accordion. Tom Mroczka 
will lead the polka all-star stage orchestra. 
Twenty Cleveland-style and Slovenian-style 
orchestras and entertainers are scheduled 
throughout the weekend to entertain in three 

hotel locations.
The Friday evening button box jam will 

bring together as many as 50 accordions on the 
main stage. Polka personality Tony Petkovsek, 
who started the festival in 1963, will give the 
downbeat. Minnesota’s Father Frank Perkovich 
will arrive with his popular Polka Mass and 
2015 Button Boxer Kathy Hlad right after the 
Awards Show.

The line-up includes the Frank Stanger Or-
chestra (Band of the Year) and Patty C & The 
Guys (Button Box Band of the Year), plus David 
Austin, Klancnik & Friends, Eddie Rodick, 
Karl Lukitsch, the Button Box Divas, televi-
sion’s Chardon Polka Band, Canada’s Polka 
Maestre, Wayne Tomsic, Aaron Dussing, Linda 
Lee Brown, Anthony Culkar, Fred Ziwich, and 
the Fairport Jammers. Hank Thunander from 
Superior, Wis., will make his comeback in the 
Superior Room. Canada’s Polka King Walter 
Ostanek and Nashville’s Joey Miskulin will 

also join the fun.
Free indoor attached parking is available. 

The Marriott will be offering a special deal 
for each deluxe room, including health club, 
pool and sauna. Jack Casino is just across the 
newly-redesigned Public Square with shop-
ping and restaurants nearby on East 4th and 
West 6th streets. Reserve your hotel room at a 
special Polka Hall of Fame rate with Kollander 
Travel, 761 E. 200th St., Euclid, OH 44119. 
Kollander can be reached at (216) 692-1000, 
(800) 800-5981, kwt@kollander.com or www.
kollander.com.

Order your tickets for the Thanksgiving 
Polka Party Weekend and Awards Show through 
the Polka Hall of Fame, 605 East 222nd St., 
Euclid, OH 44123. The Hall of Fame is open 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and can be reached at (216) 
261-3263, (866) 66-POLKA, polkashop@aol.
com or www.polkafame.com.

SABA CONFERENCE
FROM PAGE 1 

in Slovenia concerning the on-
going process of privatization. 

Metka Urbas, Economy 
Counselor at the Slovenian 
Embassy in Washington, DC, 
introduced a view of Slovenia 
as a business development area 
with a lot of opportunities for 
U.S. businesses to partake in 
prospects for collaboration or 
investment.

Ken Lucas, a U.S. entrepre-
neur, presented his ongoing 
work in helping companies 
with a desire to bring business 
interests from Slovenia to the 
United States. To date, Ken has 
visited Slovenia three times 
and has met with more than 30 
companies in different regions 
of Slovenia.

The Podravje region in 
northeast Slovenia (located 
between Austria, Hungary and 
Croatia) was well-represented 

at this year’s conference with 
a special presentation from 
Maribor Development Agency 
CEO Bozidar Pucnik and 
Senior Project Manager Peter 
Ekart. The goal of their pre-
sentation was to explain why 
one should invest in Podravje 
and why companies from the 
region want to come to the 
United States.

SABA firmly believes that 
a connection between busi-
nesses and universities is one 
of the more important issues for 
successful business develop-
ment. To this end, University 
of Pittsburgh (Pitt) Associate 
General Counsel Thomas Og-
oreuc introduced Pitt as a very 
well organized “company” 
that provides services for busi-
nesses at the local, state and 
federal levels.

Language has a special 
place in business connections 
and conversations. In this re-

gard, SABA President Jurček 
Žmauc and Luka Zibelnik, 
author and lecturer at Cleve-
land State University, began a 
Slovenian language program 
in April 2016 with a seminar 
titled “Slovenian Business 
Language.” 

An overview was enthu-
siastically presented at this 
year’s conference by Professor 
Zibelnik. His well-received 
project is generally known 
as the “Slovenian language 
courses online.”

This year’s conference end-
ed with presentations covering 
some special opportunities 
in Slovenia including Slove-
nian tourism with Slovenian 
SPAs, featuring SPA Olimia. 
The B2B meetings that fol-
lowed demonstrated SABA’s 
potential business future in 
Pennsylvania.

A common belief shared 
by the speakers was that it is 

necessary to bring timely and 
accurate business information 
about Slovenia to the U.S., and 
to continue efforts in organiz-
ing events, like SABA’s pre-
sentations, to better promote 
cross-Atlantic trade.

This year’s business confer-
ence was sponsored jointly by 
SABA, SNPJ, the Cleveland 
Slovenian Consul General 
and SPIRIT Slovenia. Spe-
cial thanks to SNPJ National 
President Joseph C. Evanish 
and SNPJ Fraternal Director 
Kevin Richards, as well as 
Slovenian Honorary Consul 
Petra Mitchell.

Based on the exit com-
ments by several attendees, 
this year’s event was well re-
ceived. The door prize of a one 
year SABA membership was 
won by Milan Ribic of MAR 
Properties, LLC. Thanks to 
everyone for your participation 
and interest!

SNPJ hosts SABA business conference in Imperial Accordions for Sale

Baldoni American Polka
 seven mics on keyboard

- and -
12 Bass Half-Chromatic Button Box

crafted by August Zeleznik

Both one owner & professionally played
by Del Rezek, SNPJ Lodge 643.

Call (330) 545-1608
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source

DENISE HERRON
SNPJ Marketing Department

SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
Your loyalty with SNPJ is now being rewarded! 

Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
and open your new SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

* Rates are not guaranteed after the first year.
* Guaranteed minimum interest rate of 2.0%.
* No fees are attached to either Loyalty annuity.
* The SNPJ Century 8 Annuity is earning 3.0%; the Century 5 Annuity is earning 
 2.75%. Century series annuities issued prior to 2012 are earning 3.0%

3.5% Loyalty 8 Annuity
3.5% first-year guarantee rate

3.0% in years two through eight
2.75% in year nine and after
3.75% first-year Loyalty Rate 

for conversions 

3.0% Loyalty 5 Annuity
3.0% first-year guarantee rate

2.75% in years two through five
2.75% in year six and after

3.25% first-year Loyalty Rate 
for conversions 

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

It’s official: Slovenia the
world’s first green country
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Slovenia has 
become the world’s first country to be 
declared a “green destination,” based on 
an assessment by the Netherlands-based 
Green Destinations organization which 
determined that Slovenian reached a 96 
percent com pliance across 100 criteria.

The title was presented during a 
ceremony held at Ljubljana Castle in 
late September as part of the two-day 
Global Green Des tinations Day confer-
ence. The world’s Top 100 Sustainable 
Destinations, which include Ljubljana, 
were also recognized.

Green Destinations founder Albert 
Salman explained that the organization’s 
representatives held interviews with the 
Slovenian Tourist Board (STO), various 
representatives from different ministries, 
experts and professors, who gave them 
satisfactory answers to their questions 
regarding the criteria. The results: a 96 
percent compliance.

Describing Slovenia as a “wonderful 
place,” Salman called on Slovenians to 
be “proud of your country and make sure 
that your local place in Slovenia is also 
going to be proud five years from now 
of what it has achieved in keeping its 
character and its green, clean, authentic 
offer for travelers.”

Welcoming the title, state secretary at 
the Ministry of Economic Development 
and Tech nology Eva Stravs Podlogar 
said that the development of sustainable 
tourism was a key commitment in the 
development strategy for the 2012-2016 
period, and that she was glad the invest-
ment proved successful.

“Slovenia is becoming known in the 
international tourism community as a 
small country that is taking big steps in 
sustainable tourism,” said STO Director 
Maja Pak, pointing to the STO Green 
Scheme of Slovenian Tourism, which 
promotes preservation of the environ-
ment, local authenticity and a higher 
quality of life.

Ljubljana was selected to host this 
year’s Global Green Destinations Day 
since the city is the current Euro pean 
Green Capital. Ljubljana was again 
declared one of the Top 100 Sustainable 
Destinations, having previously received 
the title in 2014. 

The awarded destinations, located in 
46 countries, received “Quality Coast,” 
“Quality Destination” and “Slovenia 
Green” certificates. Apart from Slo-
venia, the greatest number of destina-
tions awarded were in the Netherlands, 
Croatia, Portugal, Canada, Chile, China, 
Spain and the UK.

In addition to Ljubljana, the list of 
Slovenia Green Destinations recipients 
included Nova Gorica, Brda, Kranjska 
Gora, Maribor, Ptuj, Slovenj Gradec, 
Bela Krajina and Velenje. The Green 
Scheme of Slovenian tourism now in-
cludes 17 des tinations.

The Global Green Destinations Day 
conference, which opened Sept. 27 
to coincide with World Tourism Day, 
brings together 350 experts in the field 
of sustainable tourism from Europe and 
abroad, in cluding East Timor, Botswana, 
Rwanda, Indonesia, South Africa and the 
United States. On the opening day of the 
conference, participants agreed that if 
green tourism may have been considered 
as above-standard in the past, today it was 
something expected by tourists. “Tour-
ists want to visit places that are green, 
quiet, clean and authentic,” said Salman.

UN committee endorses
World Honeybee Day
ROME (STA) — All 194 member states 
comprising the United Nations Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
announced their support for Slovenia’s 
bid to declare May 20 as World Honeybee 
Day at a session of the FAO Agriculture 
Committee held in Rome.

“Slovenia is very close to becoming a 
superpower in this respect. Beekeeping 
and the promotion of a healthy lifestyle 
are the advantages recognized by our 
partners all over the world,” Slovenian 
Agriculture Minister Dejan Židan told 
the press.

During the meeting, Minister Židan 
presented several aspects of the World 
Honeybee Day initiative, including the 
economic, social and environmental 
aspects, and expressed his belief that 
the initiative could connect all countries 
around the world.

Židan said that it is “our moral com-
mitment to provide future generations 
with a clean and healthy environment so 
that they can enjoy diverse and nutrient-
rich food.” He stressed that bees and 
other pollinators played an important 
role in food safety, which was one of the 

objectives of sustainable development. 
“Agriculture is becoming increasingly 
dependent on pollination,” the minister 
added.

Židan is convinced that, under a 
realistic scenario, World Honeybee Day 
could be celebrated in all UN member 
states beginning on May 20, 2018. Slo-
venia would prepare an official program 
for the celebration.

Slovenia still a leader 
in organ transplants
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Slovenia 
remains one of the world’s leading 
countries in terms of organ donations 
and transplants, averaging 120 organ 
transplants per year, according to data 
compiled by the Institute for the Trans-
plantation of Organs and Tissues.

By mid-September this year, Slove-
nian doctors had transplanted 31 kidneys, 
25 hearts, 20 livers and four pancreases. 
In per capita terms, Slovenia topped the 
global rankings of heart transplants in 
2015 for the fifth year in a row. For liver 
transplants, Slovenia exceeded the EU 
average in 2015 with the transplant of 
64 kidneys last year, an all-time high.

But despite the headway, the number 
of people awaiting an organ transplant 
continues to grow. As of the beginning 
of October, 178 people were awaiting 
transplant surgeries; the majority of 
whom, 96, are in need of a new kidney, 
while 58 people need a new heart.

The long waiting lines are the result 
of a lack of staff and funding, as well as 
problems securing organs.

The number of donors dropped this 
year, and the number of cases in which 
the family of the deceased refuse to let 
doctors harvest organs continues to rise, 
according to representatives at Slovenia 
Transplant. Efforts have therefore been 
boosted to secure organs such as kidneys 
from living donors. A spokesman for the 
Center for Kidney Transplants said the 
live donor program had been revived 
this year. 

Slovenian school of arts
secures academy status
GORIZIA, Italy (STA) — The Nova 
Gorica School of Arts, a branch of the 
University of Nova Gorica in western 
Slovenia, has attained the status of 
an art academy, becoming Slovenia’s 
second such educational establishment, 
alongside the Ljubljana Academy of Fine 
Arts and Design.

“What is now called the Art Academy 
of the University of Nova Gorica will 
maintain the study programs offered by 
the School of Arts, and will continue the 
school’s long history of exploring new 
forms and art education methods,” acad-
emy director Rene Rusjan told the press. 

A bachelor’s program in digital arts 
and practices, and a master’s program 
in media arts and practices, will be 
offered. The academy will enroll 15 
students in the bachelor’s program and 
10 in the master’s program each year. 
Both programs are already full in the 
current academic year.

The Nova Gorica Art Academy is 
based in the center of Gorizia, Nova 
Gorica’s twin town across the Slovenian-
Italian border. The academy provides 
a close connection between the two 
countries, enabling students to take part 
in various collaborative projects and 
international exchange programs.

The Nova Gorica School of Arts was 
established in 2008 and began operating 
a year later.

Bachelor’s program in
ballet coming to Slovenia
LJUBLJANA/MARIBOR (STA) — 
The Ljubljana Dance Academy, part 
of the private Alma Mater Europaea 
University, has received an accreditation 
allowing it to launch Slovenia’s first bach-
elor’s program in ballet for the next seven 
years. The courses will be conducted in 
both Ljubljana and Maribor.

Prior to this approval, Slovenia had 
been the only country in Europe without 
any dance and ballet study programs. 
The only such program was offered 
at the Ljubljana Ballet College, which 
operated as part of the Conservatory 
of Music and Ballet. “Many Slovenian 

dancers thus had to study abroad,” said 
Maribor University Chancellor Ludvik 
Toplak at a press conference.

“This is a historic moment for the art 
of ballet in Slovenia; it is the first time 
we have been able to gain accreditation 
for a three-year bachelor’s program in 
ballet,” Toplak said. He mentioned that 
two internationally-recognized ballet 
institutions operated at the SNG Lju-
bljana and Maribor national theaters, 
and added that the two cities also offered 
ballet colleges.

The program’s curriculum will be 
implemented by Slovenian experts as 
well as guest lecturers from esteemed 
foreign institutes such as the Hungarian 
Dance Academy and the St. Petersburg-
based Vaganova Academy of Russian 
Ballet.

The program will accept students who 
have finished high school, have obtained 
the required education level in ballet, and 
who have choreography or teaching skills 
in classical ballet. Graduates will be able 
to continue their work as ballet artists, 
theater teachers, or teachers in formal 
and informal educational institutes.

Slovenia launches its
first digital radio platform
LJUBLJANA (STA) — The official 
roll-out of digital radio in Slovenia 
started Sept. 20 as public broadcaster 
RTV Slovenija launched the first digital 
radio network featuring 13 radio sta-
tions. RTV Slovenija will operate the 
first digital multiplex, called R1, and 
will broadcast from seven transmitters 
around the country.

The Agency for Communication 
Networks and Services has said initial 
coverage would encompass 60 percent 
of the population for indoor reception 
and 70 percent for outdoor reception.

Slovenia has opted for the DAB+ tech-
nology, the newest generation of Digital 
Audio Broadcasting (DAB) technology. 
Radios with DAB+ decoding technology 
are already available in stores, and some 
car stereos are also compatible with the 
technology.

While the introduction of digital 
terrestrial broadcasting ended the era of 
analogue television broadcasts, digital 
radio will not squeeze out analogue 
FM radio. On the contrary, the DAB+ 
network will operate alongside the ex-
isting FM network since it is a parallel 
technology with additional capabilities, 
rather than a replacement.

Digital radio, for example, offers bet-
ter sound quality and the ability to broad-
cast multiple stations on a single network. 
Most notably, radio stations will be able 
to offer additional multimedia content 
such as images, messaging, electronic 
program guides and traffic information 
in the form of text or graphics.

Four radio stations operated by RTV 
Slovenija, including its flagship program, 
Val 202, will be available in digital along-
side nine commercial stations catering to 
a range of tastes: top hits, rock, religious 
programs and Slovenian music.

Slovenians consuming 
more coffee each year
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Coffee con-
sumption in Slovenia has been increas-
ing by the year, as has the price of roast 
and ground coffee, the Statistics Office 
indicated in a recent report.

In 2012, a household member in 
Slovenia consumed an average of 7.7 
pounds of coffee or coffee substitutes. 
The rising trend can be seen when the 
figure is compared to that from 2000, 
which stood at 6.8 pounds.

The price of roast and ground coffee is 
also increasing. Last year, one kilogram 
(2.2 pounds) cost EUR 8 (approximately 
$8.85), Since 2003, that price has in-
creased by 12.5 percent.

In 2014, according to the Statistics 
Office, 35 Slovenian companies were in 
the coffee and tea production business, 
while 64 companies were involved in 
the wholesale trade of coffee, tea, cocoa 
and spices.

Last year Slovenia imported 12.6 
million tons of coffee with an estimated 
value of EUR 45.5 million ($50.2 mil-
lion), down 21 percent from 2014. The 
bulk of coffee imports came from Brazil, 
Italy, Columbia and India.

Slovenia, which is not a coffee pro-
ducing country, exported 2.8 million 
tons of coffee estimated at EUR 14.4 
million ($15.9 million), most of which 
went to Croatia (57.9 percent) and Italy 
(10.4 percent).
The articles comprising this feature have 
been reprinted with permission from the 
Slovenian Press Agency (STA).

My husband and I have agreed to not talk politics 
this year. We both feel so strongly for opposing 
candidates, and it just gets too volatile. With each 

debate, each commercial and each news broadcast, we 
give each other sideways glances and bite our tongues. 
I can’t wait for this election to be over because I’m tired 
of tiptoeing around the big elephant that is constantly in 
the room.

The “elephant in the room” expression applies to an 
obvious problem or risk that no one wants to discuss. 
Of course, the idea is that an elephant in a room would 
be impossible to overlook. The political elephant can be 
bothersome, but another elephant that can make things 
uncomfortable is the one that looms in the room when a 
person’s funeral arrangements or the need for life insurance 
is addressed. These are topics that many people tiptoe 
around and avoid for far too long. Sadly, many people 
sidestep these issues until their death, then their family is 
left with the financial burden because life insurance was 
never purchased.

The best time to address that elephant is sooner rather 
than later because you will never be younger and you will 
probably never be healthier than you are right now. Your 
age and your health are the two main things that determine 
the cost of a life insurance policy. Of course, SNPJ has 
very competitive and affordable rates for all ages, but the 
sooner you purchase life insurance, the lower the premium 
and the longer your family will be protected.

When someone has no life insurance and they unfortu-
nately develop medical problems, the elephant can be a 
looming presence. Family and friends can’t help thinking 
about the financial burdens, and they struggle with how 
to approach the subject at such an inopportune time. But 
when someone is young and healthy, discussing life insur-
ance is easier because it simply involves planning ahead to 
assure the family’s future security and financial well being.  

Please contact your local agent, Lodge secretary or the 
SNPJ Marketing Department to discuss your life insurance 
options. Don’t ignore the elephant in the 
room until it grows too large to step around.

• Thought for the Month — The el-
ephant in the room.  It can’t be talked 
about. It can’t be ignored.

Michael Robotham

elephant in the room
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Travel arrangements by
KOLLANDER WORLD TRAVEL
761 East 200th St., Euclid, OH  44119 

Contact Judy at (800) 800-5981 ext. 7007
Email: jkoblentz@kollander.com
On the web: www.kollander.com

Giving You the World Since 1923



ProsVeta Crossword
Thanksgiving (#1116) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. Internet posts
6. “Kilroy ____ here”
9. “Put a ____ in it!”
13. “Raspberry ____” by Prince
14. Matterhorn, e.g.
15. Loosen laces
16. Social class or position
17. “All the Light We Cannot ____” 
 by Anthony Doerr
18. Like professor 
 Sherman Klump
19. *In 1941 Thanksgiving 
 moved to this Thursday
21. *Football hosts
23. Green pod dweller
24. One who makes 
 use of something
25. Declare
28. Globes and balls
30. The Curies’ discovery
35. Guinness and such
37. Takes to court
39. Santa Maria’s companion
40. As far as
41. Archipelago
43. Relating to ear
44. Popular in cook-offs
46. Cut with an ax
47. Be dependent
48. Alleviating
50. Ginger-flavored cookie
52. Hi-____
53. Oration station

55. Opposite of friend
57. *Cause for 
 Thanksgiving celebration
61. *Main attraction
64. *The Pilgrims crossed it
65. De Niro’s 1976 ride
67. Honorable mention
69. Compilation of drawers
70. Store posting, for short
71. Private
72. Actor ____ MacLachlan
73. “You betcha!”
74. Collection of 
 Buddhist scriptures

DoWn
1. British public 
 service broadcaster
2. Organ of photosynthesis
3. Roughly
4. Bob Marley’s “____ ____, 
 Stand Up”
5. Three-dimensional sound
6. Done in loads
7. Brewery order
8. Glasses, for short
9. Give the cold shoulder
10. “The Simpsons” palindrome
11. C in NYC
12. St. Peter’s symbol
15. Done on a Christmas morning
20. Plural of tarsus
22. “____ the fields we go”
24. No-good

25. *Cranberry concoction
26. Top dog
27. Abominable snowmen
29. “No Child Left Behind”
 President
31. Famous French couturier
32. Lay to rest
33. Opposite of #24 Down
34. *Parade host
36. Prima donna’s numbers
38. Made by tailor
42. Mix-up
45. Start a new paragraph
49. Solid, liquid, ____
51. “The Merchant of Venice”
 heiress
54. Mosquito affect
56. Increasing
57. *A ____ lock ties 
 turkey drumsticks
58. Flu feeling
59. Rod attachment
60. Flower holder
61. *Cookbook abbr. in 
 gravy recipes
62. Europe’s highest volcano
63. Big Bang’s original matter
66. “We ____ Family” by 
 Sister Sledge
68. ____ of Good Feelings

the solution to puzzle #1116 will 
run in the Dec. 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media

Badger Jabber
by BOB SMOLE

Lodge 584

MILWAUkEE — Competition in 
the SNPJ Family Twosome Bowling 
Tournament here in Milwaukee is 
coming really soon. The date is Nov. 
5, which is just a few days away now.  

I hope you are entered to bowl with 
us at The Lucky Lanes, 51st and W. 
Howard Ave. in Milwaukee, start-
ing at 1 p.m. A $20 entry fee, which 

includes the adult and youth bowler, 
will be charged to cover the bowling, 
shoe rentals, food and soda. 

Sis. Mary Donovan has put this 
event together in past years, and has 
done so again this year. Not regis-
tered? Give Sis. Donovan a call at (414) 
405-0532 to see if she can squeeze 
you in. But even if she can’t, so what? 
Come on down and join us anyway, 
and have some fun. You don’t want 
to miss this event.

The regular Badger Lodge monthly 
meeting was held Oct. 13 at the Mary 
Queen of Heaven gym, as scheduled.  

Lodge President Tim Donovan called 
the meeting to order at 7 p.m. After 
the reading of the previous meeting’s 
minutes and the secretary/treasurer’s 
reports were read and approved, the 
Lodge observed a moment of silence 
for three deceased members, Brothers  
Henry Camlek Jr. and Edward Platner, 
and Sis. Helen Le Katz. Farewell, dear 
members; farewell.  

Sis. Mary Donovan led a discussion 
on the upcoming SNPJ Family Two-
some Bowling Tournament scheduled 
at The Lucky Lanes on Saturday, Nov. 
5. The Lodge appropriated funds not 

to exceed $200 toward this event to 
be used for food and snacks for the 
bowlers.  

Sis. Jan Gehm reported on the 
success of the St. John’s Evangelist 
Church 100th anniversary. A beauti-
ful mass was attended by about 300.  

It was a pleasure to have Bro. Bob 
Alpner in attendance at this meeting.  
Bro. Alpner is in the midst of chang-
ing his living quarters and is dealing 
with some health problems.  

Prior to adjournment we sang 
“Happy Birthday” to Bro. Don 
Lesar, the only birthday celebrant in 

attendance. Bro. Bob Smole was the 
lucky winner of the special door prize 
donated by Bro. Tom and Sis. Jan 
Gehm, and the two attendance awards 
were won by Sisters Mary Donovan 
and Judy Price. As usual, coffee and 
some fine desserts were served.  

The next monthly Badger Lodge 
meeting will take place Thursday, 
Nov. 11, when all thoughts will turn 
to the tantalizing turkeys that will be 
prepared for the upcoming Thanks-
giving Day feast. I can’t wait! Wishing 
all of you and your families a happy 
Thanksgiving!
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50-year Members
November 2016
 Lodge Member
 8 William Siminski
 31 Mary Ann Patrizi
 31 Susan R. Crisan
 33 Charles L. Kerzan
 106 Barry J. Vidrick
 106 Nancy K. Kreis
 107 Cynthia J. Zvanut Hovey
 126 Michael Kuzmic
 138 Terri Buckholtz
 174 Sylvia P. Wagner
 218 Mary L. Harnish
 223 Lance J. Kristan
 225 Sheryl G. Keller
 254 Carol A. Clark
 254 Anna M. Percinsky
 257 Jean M. Miadich
 304 Christine Costagli

Lodge Member
 321 Richard D. Sinchak
 459 Linda M. MacVicar
 576 Sandra L. Polsak
 581 Diana Wraight
 581 Frank M. Pike Jr.
 603 James L. Heaton
 643 Bernice J. Kren
 686 Kathy Jo Halfaker
 721 Sandra A. Bazyk
 721 Sandra Reback
 723 Gertrud K. Kohler
 723 Robert Korbar
 776 Carol J. Bryan
 776 Joyce A. Beadling
 776 Richard E. Bryan
 776 James D. Mazzocco
 782 Joseph G. Povhe

60-year Members
November 2016
 Lodge Member
 A02 Mary L. Fisher
 2 Edrise L. Sievers
 2 Wayne F. Videgar
 559 Judith A. Nelson
 566 Joanne Kitchen
 566 Raymond Vehar

Lodge Member 
 643 Kathleen Nail
 643 Andrew J. Kocjan
 677 Judith L. Nagy
 677 Robert E. Meyers
 721 Patricia A. Golding

 Lodge Member
 8 Blanche M. Peight
 126 Alice M. Yavor
 216 Catherine Maiolo

70-year Members
November 2016

Lodge Member
 584 Edward M. Wene
 749 Joseph F. Ruparcic Jr. 

 Lodge Member
 34 Stella L. Watson
 126 Jean F. Ostanek

80-year Members
November 2016

by CHARLOTTE PERDAN
Lodge 604

CLEVELAND —  Many 
thanks to the 171 people who 
attend the Utopians Lodge 
604 picnic this past August at 
the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, 
Ohio. The Utopians once 
again offered a $2 discount 
on gate admission with a 
non-perishable food item or 

monetary donation for the 
Cleveland Food Bank.

A total of 45 people took 
advantage of this offer to do-
nate food, while three people 
made a cash donation, and 
one volunteer even brought in 
a food item. We collected 138 
pounds of food, up some 50 
pounds from last year. Some 
guests brought in one item, 

while others brought in food 
for a whole meal. Our guests 
were very generous!

A special thank you goes 
out to the SNPJ Farm Ladies 
Auxiliary for their usual great 
job in the kitchen. Gouda mac 
and cheese, as suggested by 
Kathleen Trebets, was the new 
item on the menu this year, 
and it was a sell-out. We also 

offered Slovene hamburgers 
and cheeseburgers (with a 
krofe bun), cooked and served 
by Bill, Pam and Mary Dirk. 
Well done, everyone!

On a final note, our Lodge is 
proud of member Ally Perdan, 
who served as the young adult 
representative to the SNPJ 
National Board meeting held 
in September.

Lodge 604 picnic donations benefit food bank

by JAMIE EVANISH
Lodge 715 

UNIVERSAL, Pa. — Con-
gratulations to Universal Com-
ets Lodge 715 members Max 
Kumer Jr. and Craig Kumer: 
to Max on his retirement from 
recording secretary, and to 
Craig, Max’s son, on his elec-
tion to this position.

Craig has some big shoes 
to fill, not only because 
they’re his father’s, but be-
cause before Max Jr., Craig’s 
grandfather, Max Kumer Sr., 
served as Lodge 715 recording 
secretary for 26 years. He also 
served as Lodge president for 
nine years.

Max Sr. served his first year 
as Lodge president in 1931, just 
the second year of existence 

for Comets Lodge 715. Grace 
Kumer (Max Sr.’s wife and 
Craig’s grandmother) served 
as recording secretary for six 
years before Max Sr. The of-
fice of Lodge 715 recording 
secretary was created in 1947, 
so for about 55 of the last 69 
years, it’s been kept in the 
Kumer family.

Actually, there has likely 
been a Kumer serving in at least 
one Lodge 715 office since the 
formation of Universal Comets 
Lodge 715 in 1930; a good 
reason why we continue to be 
one of the largest SNPJ Lodges. 
Craig Kumer has many aunts, 
uncles and cousins who have 
served our Lodge well, but I’m 
afraid this ProSveTA issue 
doesn’t have enough pages to 

write about all of them.
I’d like to take a second 

to talk about my friend, Max 
Kumer Jr. His loving wife, Evie 
Kumer, is also an officer, and 
where you find Evie, you’ll find 
Max. They’re always together, 
supporting each other. Max and 
Evie have participated in, sup-
ported and helped at SNPJ and 
Lodge 715 events for as long 
as I can remember. Even when 
there weren’t many available to 
help at an event, Max and Evie 
Kumer were there. You could 
always count on them.

Max, a retired school teach-
er, was president of his teachers 
union and a parliamentarian. 
Not only was he good at re-
cording minutes, he wasn’t 
shy about “reminding” the 

Lodge president of the order 
of business. Having served as 
a delegate at many SNPJ Na-
tional Conventions, some may 
recall Max Jr. correcting the 
convention chairperson with a 
“point of order.” This was never 
done in a mean way, just with 
his “matter of fact” eloquence.

I always look forward to 
Max Jr.’s comments at Lodge 
meetings or at a convention 
on important issues. His 
intelligent-yet-common-sense 
approach moves people to 
make good choices. One can 
see an unquestioned support 
of SNPJ in Max. This loyalty 
to people – his family, friends 
and fellow SNPJ members – is 
inspiring. See you at the next 
Lodge meeting, Max!

Comets Lodge 715 congratulates retired officer

by JANINA HRIBAR 
Lodge 1 Secretary/Treasurer

CHICAGO — On Aug. 21, 
Slavija Lodge 1 members and 
friends attended the Chicago 
District Federation dinner dance 
in Lemont, Ill. Attendees were 
thrilled to meet Miss SNPJ 2017 
Elizabeth Hartman of Strabane, 
Pa., Lodge 138. It was also nice 
to meet our beloved Sis. Marion 
Kieras’ sister, Florence Strand. 
We send best wishes to Sis. 
Kieras. 

Our next meeting will be held 
at 11 a.m. on Sunday, Dec. 4, at 
Czech Plaza Restaurant in Ber-
wyn, Ill. We will elect officers 
and celebrate Christmas with 
a lunch following the meeting. 
For reservations, please phone 
Secretary/Treasurer Janina 
Hribar at (708) 567-5722 or (708) 
598-2570.

Members of Slavija Lodge 1 were pleased to meet Miss SNPJ 2017 eLIzabetH HartMan 
(138) at the Chicago District Federation dinner dance held in August.

Lodge 1 members celebrating in early December



• Receive $10 for each valid referral submitted.
• Every valid referral earns the recommender
 one chance in the Quarterly Drawing for an
 opportunity to win $100.
• Every valid referral also earns the recommender 

one chance in the Year-end Drawing for an
 opportunity to win $500 cash.

By submitting one valid referral,
you have the opportunity to earn

a total of $610 in cash prizes!

Recommender Benefits

The SNPJ Recommender Program provides an 
opportunity for adult members to encourage 
family, friends, children and acquaintances to join 
the Slovene National Benefit Society and take 
advantage of SNPJ’s competitive products and 
numerous fraternal benefits. Not only will you 
be helping a friend and strengthening our Society, 
you’ll also be receiving benefits yourself.

I would like to introduce
_________________________________________

for snPJ membership
Please contact: __________________________________________
 (Parent or guardian if under age 18)

Address: _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________
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Indicate Preferred Agent ___________________________________
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My Name: ______________________________________________

My Lodge Number: _______________________________________
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_______________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________

Phone: (             ) _________________________________________

e-mail __________________________________________________

Each individual must be informed that an agent will contact him/her and the referral
must have some interest in SNPJ in order for the recommender to be considered valid.

Complete this coupon and return to
slovene national benefit society

att’n: Marketing Department
247 West allegheny road • Imperial, Pa 15126

SNPJ Recommender Program

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Sis. 
Anne Ergen McLane of 
Lodge 106 has outlived her 
SNPJ life insurance policy.

Sis. Anne Beatrice Kosenina Ergen McLane, born in 
1920, lived over 50 years in the town of Imperial. She spent 
her childhood in the Cliff Mine area where her father, John 
Kosenina, was a coal mine employee. She attended North 
Fayette Schools up to the eighth grade at which time she 
began to work as a nanny for a family in Crafton, Pa.

Married in 1940 at age 20, Anne and her husband, 
Frank Ergen, 24, owned and operated the Imperial Hotel. 
The Ergen family also owned one of the grocery stores in 
Imperial, which later became Foodland. The hotel catered 
many dinners for the local citizens during the 1950s and 
’60s. After the annual Memorial Day parade, participants 
would come to the hotel bar for a respite. The hotel’s New 
Year’s Eve party, with bands playing everyone’s favorite 
polkas, was the place to be seen.

Anne’s family was very active in the SNPJ. Her sister, 
Mildred Miklaucic, served as Lodge treasurer for many 
years and lived across from the old Lodge hall in California 
Hollow. Her brother, Joseph Kosenina, was the caretaker 
for the Lodge. Many Sunday afternoons were spent at the 
Lodge, meeting with relatives and friends. During the 
Christmas holiday, the Ergen daughters, Janet, Beverly and 
Sandra, could be found singing carols and visiting Santa 
in the Lodge hall.

In 1967, Anne received her GED certificate and taught 
herself to use a typewriter. She moved to Palm Springs, Calif. 
(prior to her husband’s death), and worked as a hospital unit 
secretary. In 1986 she married Richard McLane, a friend 
she had met at the hospital.

Through the years in California, Sis. McLane kept active 
by participating on her condominium association board, 
riding her bike on the streets of Palm Springs, traveling 
with her husband and daughters, and sharing her delicious 
apple pies and vegetable soups with all.

In addition to her three daughters, Sis. McLane has seven 
grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren. At present she 
resides in the memory care section of a retirement facility 
in the San Francisco area, closer to her daughter. On June 
11, she turned 96 years of age.

On behalf of the members of Lodge 106 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we extend best wishes for continued 
health and happiness to Sis. McLane.

PA native 
celebrated 
96 years 
on June 11

Sis. ANNE ERGEN McLANE (106)

Outlived Members
best wishes to our

CHICAGO — Sis. Fran-
ces Evancevich of Lodge 
559 has outlived her SNPJ 
life insurance policy.

Sis. Evancevich was 
born Sept. 11, 1917. She is the last surviving member of 
her immediate family; her father, mother, sister and brother 
have passed and are interred at Garden of Memories in 
Pittsburg, Kan.

Frances met and married Paul Evancevich. They resided 
in Chicago, where Paul passed away and now rests. After 
Paul’s passing, Frances moved to Arma, Kan. For approxi-
mately the last five years, she has resided at Arma Care, 
Health and Rehab Center, 605 East Melvin St. in Arma.

Sis. Evancevich is a blessing to everyone she knows. 
She is very thankful for the life she has had and hopes to 
be blessed for many years to come.

On behalf of the members of Lodge 559 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we extend best wishes for continued 
health and happiness to Sis. Evancevich.

Member 
reflects on 
a blessed, 
long life

Sis. FRANCES EVANCEVICH (559)

Več vina, prosim! 
A love affair with Slovenian wine

by Suzanne Lanham
submitted by Katy Bendel (786)

SAN DIEGO — How do you describe the 
indescribable? How do you translate the 
joy and amazement your senses experience 
when you taste a glass of history, master-
fully crafted and delivered in a bottle? Two 
words: Slovenian wine.

If you’ve never tasted it, let us try to 
describe it for you. This is wine made in 
a region of the world that was producing 
wine before the Romans ever set foot 
there. This is wine made from the heart, 
crafted from verdant, bucolic, breathtak-
ing terrain. The flavor and complexities 
of the wines fill not only your mouth, but 
also your nose with aromas unique to each 
region.  Take in a deep breath and you’ll 
feel like you’re home.

For over 2,000 years, people have been 
making wine in Slovenia. Unfortunately, 
past politics and wars have continuously 
interrupted the growth of Slovenian wine-
making – keeping it a relative secret to the 
world, until now.

Today, Slovenia has more than 28,000 
wineries that, combined, produce between 
80 and 90 million liters of wine annually. 
An amazing thing for a country of only 
two million people (the approximate 
population of Houston, Texas). This ac-
tually places Slovenia as one of the top 
wine-producing countries, per capita, in 
the world. Who knew? Not to mention the 
fact that Slovenian wine producers grow 
52 different varieties of wine grapes that 
are accepted as unique varietals in the 
international regulations! Even though 
much of the wine is consumed locally, 
today exports continue to grow through-
out Europe as well as the United States 
and China.

Winemaking in Slovenia takes on a ro-
mantic light and nostalgic essence as many 
of the wineries are owned and operated by 
multi-generational winemaking families. 
Using both contemporary winemaking 
practices and techniques passed down 
through the generations, many winemak-
ers combine the old with the new. From 
the familiar wooden barrels and stainless 
steel tanks, to the more unusual Amphora 
technique. Borrowed from the ancient 
Georgians, this technique employs im-
mense clay vessels – known as amphorae 
– that are buried in the cellar floor. As the 
wine ages, the vessels influence on white 
wine can be seen in its brilliant gold-copper 
tint and nominal minerality. For red wines, 
the tannins soften without the influence of 
oak and the true terroir (soil) is expressed. 
The magical combination of techniques, 
grapes, and terroir in the region produce 
elegant, complex and welcoming wines.

Though relatively new to the United 
States, Slovenian wines offer something 
unique, along with elegance and culture in 
a complexity of aromas and flavors. They 
carry with them the soul of the old world.

Regional influences on the wines cre-
ate a diversity of color, taste and feel. 
Three main regions comprise Slovenia’s 
winemaking area. Within each region are 
multiple districts, each presenting their 
unique tradition, grapes and distinct wine 
making styles.

Podravje: Starting at the northeastern 
area of the country is Slovenia’s largest 
wine-growing region, Podravje. Bordered 
by Austria, Hungary and Croatia, this 
area produces predominately white wines 
and is also well known for its sparkling 

The amphora 
cellar at 
erzetič Winery 
in Višnjevik, 
Slovenia.

wines, with some areas belonging to the 
best wine-growing regions in the world.

“With Sun and Love” is the motto of 
one of our favorite wineries in this region, 
Kupljen Winery. It captures the essence of 
the winemaker’s passion for his craft. Lo-
cated in the village of Jeruzalem, Kupljen 
Winery offers deliciously handcrafted, 
age-worthy white wines. Podravje is also 
home to the oldest vine in the world. It’s 
said that this vine has been producing 
grapes for over 400 years! The vine is of 
the sixth most common varietal in Slove-
nian, the žametovka (Blauer Kölner). A 
must-see if you travel to this area.

Wines of the Podravje region are aro-
matic, with fruit and floral notes, and a 
bright crispness from good acidity. The 
acidity increases their ability to age and 
makes them a fabulous complement to the 
fresh trout and pork dishes in the region.  
Not only is there wine in the region, but 
many quaint charming villages, castles 
and churches dot the rolling hills, and 
winding rivers. A great place for a drive 
through the countryside, stop for a glass 
of wine and lunch at a local taverna and 
just relax.

Posavje: Just below Podravje, on the 
border of Croatia, is Posavje. The smallest 
of the three wine-growing regions, this 
area features a diverse landscape, dotted 
with small vineyard cottages known as 
zidanice. Formerly used for the storage 
of vineyard tools, they have been con-
verted into charming accommodations 
for a weekend getaway, especially for 
wine lovers. 

A visit to this region would not be 
complete without a taste of one of Slove-
nia’s most popular wines, Cviček, which 
is only produced in this region. Exquisite 
sparkling wine production can also be 
found here. Our favorite, Istenič Winery, is 
known worldwide and has received several 
international awards including the elite 
Silver at Decanter World Wine Awards in 
London. Their Rosé is refreshingly pleas-
ant, with delicate bubbles that caress your 
mouth. While visiting this region, stop and 
enjoy lunch at the inspiring Stari Grad in 
Celje or whet your appetite with a beer in 
neighboring Laško.

Primorska: To the southwest sits the 
stunning Primorska region, one of the 
most internationally well-known wine 
regions. Sharing a border with Italy, you 
can taste the influence of the region’s 
Mediterranean climate in the wines. Over 
20 grape varieties are grown here, both red 
and white, and some of the area’s winer-
ies have been ranked among the top 100 
wineries in the world. 

A beautiful area to tour and taste is 
the Goriška Brda (a.k.a. Brda) district. 
It’s often referred to as the “Tuscany of 
Slovenia” since it’s replete with hilltop 
villages, orchards, olive and cypress trees, 
and rolling hillsides lined with vines. One 
of the most famous varietals produced here 
is the Rebula (Italian: Ribolla Gialla). This 
is also a wonderful place to taste local olive 
oil and, if you time it right, enjoy some of 
their famous cherries or the Rebula Festival 
in early May. A visit to this region wouldn’t 
be complete without a seaside stop-over 
in Slovenska Istra where you can taste the 
aromatic white Malvasija and fruity red 
Refošk wines.
Part 1 of a series. Part 2 will continue in the 
Dec. 1 issue.

The cookbook sponsored by the 
SNPJ Heritage Center is now on 
sale! For additional information, 
contact the SNPJ Recreation Center 
toll-free at 1-877-767-5732.

$20 each
plus $3 s/h for first 2 copies

For 3 or more books,
add $1 shipping for each copy.

Name _________________________________________

Address _______________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________

Phone __________________  Number of copies _______

Return this order form to:
snPJ Heritage Center • 270 Martin road • enon Valley, Pa  16120

Cookbook for
the Ages

Make check or money order payable to snPJ Heritage Center.
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snPJ Crossword
FOOTBALL (#1016) solution

V DRAG IN LJUBEČ SPOMIN
mojemu dragemu možu

STANLEY W. SOMMERS

NeizmerNo hvaležNa iN žalostNa žeNa Jožefa iN ostali.

Ostra temna črta je zarezala v 
življenje, da je postala pokrajina 

bolečine in žalosti. Stojim nema in 
brez moči, da bi stopila onstran, 

kamor je odšel moj najdražji.

Nobena beseda nas ne more 
več združiti. Le misel, da je 

bilo z njim nekoč lepo, me naj 
pomaga tolažiti. Ostal mi bo 
v lepem in trajnem spominu.

sis. Martha Macek
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
Macek family and the members 
of Lodge 138 sadly report the 
Aug. 26, 2016, passing of Sis. 
Martha Anderson Macek, 
98, with her family by her 
side during a brief stay in 
Evergreen Hospital, Kirkland, 
Washington.

Sis. Macek was born in 
Burgettstown, Pa., in 1918, one 
of 11 children born to Martin 
and Mary Chesin Marinch. She 
happily spent her early years 
going to school, working and 
enjoying activities sponsored 
by SNPJ, an organization of 
which she was a proud member 
for 80 years.  

In 1940, after a courtship 
of fun and dancing, Martha 
married John Anderson and 
moved to Muse, Pa, where 
they continued their loving 
relationship. Eventually they 
had two children, Nancy and 
John (Sam). Sadly, John’s life 
was cut short in 1951 after a 
coal mining accident.

Years later, Martha met 
Charles Macek at an SNPJ 
dance, and they married in 
1958. Charles joined Holy 
Rosary Catholic Church in 
Muse where Martha had been 
a longtime active member. She 
unfortunately lost her second 
husband in 2000.

Sis. Macek was well estab-
lished in Muse and held office 
in all of the Muse women’s 
organizations. Holy Rosary 
Catholic Church, Christian 

Mothers and Alter Society 
were very important to her, 
and she often greeted and 
ushered at Mass. Martha was 
an active member of the Muse 
Firemen’s Auxiliary and the 
women’s auxiliary for the 
Italian Independent Club. She 
also volunteered for the Can-
onsburg Hospital Red Cross 
and the Muse Senior Citizens 
group, frequently playing her 
button box at lunches.

Martha was most proud of 
founding and organizing the 
Gaining on Losses Club of 
Muse in 1970, which contin-
ued under her leadership until 
2005. It was established with 
charter members only with a 
focus on losing weight, but it 
was also a weekly celebration 
of friendship.

When Sis. Macek retired 
in 1980 from Western Center 
(state school and hospital), she 
was determined to learn to play 
the button box she imported 
from Slovenia. She was a fast 
learner and quickly became 

a performing member of the 
Western Pa. Button Box Club 
out of SNPJ Lodge 138 as well 
as the International Button Box 
Club out of Canonsburg, Pa. 
She was a natural and quite the 
showman. She continued with 
the groups for 20 years, until 
she could no longer pump her 
button box.

Aside from all the groups 
and organizations Sis. Macek 
belonged to over the years, 
her family and friends were 
her first love and most impor-
tant treasures. In 2005, after 
65 years in her Muse home, 
Martha moved to the Seattle 
area to be near her daughter 
and continued to be the loving 
center of her family. She never 
met a stranger, and she was 
a happy, kind, generous and 
feisty kind of gal to the end.

Sis. Macek was a treasured 
soul whose life was a celebra-
tion for all those around her.  
Her light in the lives of her 
loved ones was extinguished 
here on earth, but we know 
she is above watching over 
everyone. She will be loved 
and missed forever.

Surviving are a daughter, 
Nancy Anderson Burnside; 
six grandchildren, Denise 
Burnside, Robert Burnside, 
Susan (Tye) Thorson, and 
John, Matt (Brie) and Brad 
Anderson; a daughter-in-law, 
Mary Anderson Bradley; 
three great-grandchildren, 
Jesse Burnside, and Annie and 
Cole Thorson; a sister-in-law, 
Dorothy Warabow; several 
nieces and nephews; and many 
members of the Macek family.

She was preceded in death 
by all of her immediate family, 

both husbands, and her beloved 
son, John (Sam).

Members of the Western 
Pa. Button Box Club bid an 
emotional farewell to Martha 
with several songs at her visi-
tation at the Salandra Funeral 
Home. A funeral mass for Sis. 
Macek was celebrated Sept. 3 at 
Holy Rosary Catholic Church, 
Muse, with interment at St. Pat-
rick Cemetery, Canonsburg.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Macek’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. aNthoNy stefaNcic 
• Lodge 106 •

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 106 sadly 
report the Sept. 1, 2016, pass-
ing of Bro. Anthony “Tony” 
Stefancic Jr., 89, of West 
Alexander, Pa., formerly of 
Chicago, Ill., and Oakdale, 
Pa., in Transitions Healthcare, 
Washington, Pa. He was a 73-
year SNPJ member.

Bro. Stefancic was born Oct. 
14, 1926, in Oakdale, a son of 
the late Anthony and Mary 
Tomazen Stefancic. Employed 
as an electronics engineer, he 
designed organ boards for 
Lowry Organ Company.

He loved to collect bottles, 
make model airplanes, remodel 
homes, tinker and play golf, 
and enjoyed watching war 
movies and the Steelers. He 
was a war memorabilia and his-
tory enthusiast, and loved ani-
mals, especially his dog “Our 
Pal Prince.” Most of all, he 

enjoyed entertaining friends, 
family and neighbors around 
his custom-built home bars.

From 1945 to 1946 he 
served in the U.S. Army during 
World War II with the 226th 
Military Police Company. He 
received the Good Conduct 
Medal, Army Occupation 
Medal (Japan), Asiatic Pacific 
Theater Ribbon and World 
War II Victory Ribbon. He 
donated to several World War 
II organizations.

Surviving are his wife of 65 
years, Eleanore J. Stefancic; a 
son, David Stefancic; a niece; 
several nephews; and a sister-
in-law, Dolores Cox. He was 
predeceased by two sisters, 
Cecilia (James) Falconer and 
Jennie (Victor) Raspat.

A blessing service for Bro. 
Stefancic was held Sept. 7 in 
Warco-Falvo Funeral Home, 
Inc., Washington. Burial fol-
lowed in Imperial Cemetery 
(Valley Cemetery), Imperial, 
with full military rites ac-
corded by American Legion 
Edwin Scott Linton Post 175 
and the U.S. Army.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 106 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Stefancic’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

sis. tressa c. MartiNcic
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report a second recent loss with 
the Sept. 29, 2016, passing of 
Sis. Tressa C. Martincic, 86, 
of Canonsburg, Pa., in Donnell 
House, Washington, Pa., sur-
rounded by her loving family 
and friends.

Sis. Martincic was born 
Aug. 22, 1930, in Washington, 
a daughter of the late Michael 
and Mary Sova Bosak. She was 
a dietary aide who worked for 
the Greenery in Canonsburg 
for 20 years. She was also 
previously employed by Bens 
PX in Canonsburg. 

In addition to 54 years of 
SNPJ membership, she was a 
faithful member of St. Patrick 
Roman Catholic Church in 
Canonsburg, where she loved 
attending Mass with her family. 

She was a sweet and af-
fectionate lady, whom her 
family and friends adored. She 
enjoyed spending time with her 
family, especially going out for 
ice cream.

On July 16, 1960, she 
married Rudy Martincic. He 
preceded her in death on Aug. 
26, 2014.

Surviving are a son, An-
drew M. (Jenifer Blasinsky) 
Martincic of Canonsburg; 
three sisters, Helen Bosak, Ann 
George and Margaret (Calvin) 
Cokely, all of Washington; and 

several nieces and nephews. 
In addition to her parents and 
husband, she was predeceased 
by two brothers, John Bosak 
and Steve Bosak.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Mar-
tincic on Oct. 3 in St. Patrick 
Roman Catholic Church. En-
tombment followed in Forest 
Lawn Gardens, McMurray, Pa. 

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Martincic’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

Bro. fraNk J. caMloh sr. 
• Lodge 142 •

CLEVELAND — The mem-
bers of Lodge 142 sadly report 
the Oct. 8, 2016, passing of 
Bro. Frank J. Camloh Sr., 95, 
of Brecksville, Ohio.

Bro. Camloh was born in 
Luciusboro, Pa., to Franz Josef 
Camloh and Mary (Jordan) 
Camloh on Aug. 31, 1921. He 
was a World War II U.S. Army 
Veteran and, most of all, a de-
voted and loving family man 
who will be greatly missed 
by many.

Frank was a welder at TRW 
who volunteered his expertise 
at the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, 
Ohio, during construction of 
the facility. His mother, Mary 
Camloh, and his aunt, Jose-
phine Sustarsic, were active 
members at the Farm, often 
cooking and serving meals. 
Frank and his wife Anita 
enjoyed many dinner dances 
there, and participated in many 
events at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center in Pennsylvania.

Bro. Camloh was the lov-
ing husband of Anita Camloh 
for 62 years; proud father of 
Frank (Patty) Camloh Jr., 
Kathleen (Charley) Wirrig, 
Martin (Theresa) Camloh, Mi-
chael (Mary Lou) Camloh and 
Phuong (Loc) Le; grandfather 
of Sienna (Shaun), Kevin, and 
the late Jennie Camloh, Elaine 
(Bob), Monica (Jon), Greg, 
and David Wirrig, Nicole, 
and Dustin Camloh, Kristen 
(Aaron) and Sarah, and Lan, 
and Lisa Le; great-grandfather 
of three; the brother-in-law of 
Joe Oboczky, Jean Camloh and 
Peter Zampino; and an uncle 
and friend to many.

He was preceded in death 
by his siblings, Olga Oboczky, 
Jennie (John) Bechke and Joe 
Camloh.

A funeral Mass for Bro. 
Camloh was celebrated Oct. 15 
at St. Mary Magdalene Church, 
Willowick, Ohio.

On behalf of Lodge 142 
and the Slovene National 
Benefit Society, we offer our 
condolences to Bro. Camloh’s 
family, relatives and friends 
on their loss.

Sis. MARTHA MACEK (138)

In Loving Memory of

GEORGE  and
JULIA FRANIK

Remembered by daughter Georgene, grandsons Scot and Travis, and sister Rose

Since you will never be forgotten,
We pledge to you today,

A hallowed place within our hearts,
Is where you’ll always stay.

We miss the ways you showed you cared,
There were so many moments we shared.

Looking back on life’s assorted scenes,
We realize you taught us what love truly means.

PROSVETA 2016 Publication Dates

Publication dates are highlighted in black boxes; deadline dates are circled. The deadline for submissions is noon on the third Wednesday of each 
month, unless otherwise noted above or on the front page. Submissions may be mailed to PROSVETA at 247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 
15126; faxed to (724) 695-1555; e-mailed to prosveta@snpj.com; or submitted via the Publications section of the SNPJ website, www.snpj.org.
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DeatHs rePorteD
For the month of July 2016
   DATE OF
LoDGe naMe DeatH CITY-STATE
 FD4 Mary Ann Reeve 05-03-2016 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 FD4 Frank D. Anzenberger Jr. 05-18-2016 Hermitage, Pa.
 5 Dorothy Anzlovar 08-03-2015 Highland Heights, Ohio
 5 Mary Cocco 06-04-2016 Chardon, Ohio
 6 Richard H. Rastetter 06-11-2016 West Alexander, Pa.
 6 David W. Pasteryk 06-14-2016 Bridgeville, Pa.
 41 David Downey 03-17-2016 McCandless, Pa.
 41 Glora D. Michelitch 06-29-2016 Rockville, Md.
 41 Rose M. Zeminski 05-24-2016 Jeannette, Pa.
 53 Marilyn Messe 06-04-2016 Garfield Heights, Ohio
 87 Janice J. Kolesha 06-18-2016 Herminie, Pa.
 106 Joseph V. Meacci 06-13-2016 Stallings, N.C.
 138 Kim M. Crow 06-30-2016 Canonsburg, Pa.
 142 Anthony J. Ruttar 11-21-2015 Richmond Heights, Ohio
 158 Zachary Dodd 04-11-2016 Eastlake, Ohio
 158 James R. Dezelon 06-26-2016 Euclid, Ohio
 207 Lester J. Sodja 02-14-2016 Helena, Mont.
 207 Anne Zupec 06-11-2016 Roundup, Mnot.
 223 Catherine A. Good 02-22-2016 Greensburg, Pa.
 254 Bonnie L. Goga 06-26-2016 Land O Lakes, Fla.
 257 Virginia B. Boroz 01-15-2016 Cleveland, Ohio
 257 Donna Ohman 06-29-2016 Cleveland, Ohio
 292 Larry Kusich 04-02-2016 Avella, Pa.
 459 Barbara A. Haggard 06-11-2016 Flint, Mich.
 459 Ida M. Peckman 06-26-2016 Durand, Mich.
 459 Karen M. Metevier 06-07-2016 Grand Blanc, Mich.
 459 Karl J. Paul 06-29-2016 Fenton, Mich.
 566 David A. Adams 04-17-2016 Mentor, Ohio
 576 Rudolph R. Sluga 07-05-2016 East Randolph, N.Y.
 577 Anna M. Hribar 05-04-2016 Pueblo, Colo.
 584 Anton V. Hren 05-16-2016 Homosassa, Fla.
 584 Hilda M. Isermann 06-16-2014 Milwaukee, Wis.
 584 Mary Landa 10-26-2015 Ely, Minn.
 603 Olive Kovljain 09-22-2015 Melbourne, Fla.
 603 Mary M. Sharpe 04-21-2016 Geneva, Fla.
 603 Rose M. McMillen 04-14-2016 DeLeon Springs, Fla.
 603 Dorothy H. Godfrey 06-25-2016 Nova, Ohio
 604 Pauline M. Klemenc 07-13-2016 Willowick, Ohio
 715 Donald P. Miller 07-02-2016 Eastlake, Ohio
 723 Lucille Hervatin 06-14-2016 Carlsbad, Calif.
 749 Henry Verhovsek 06-14-2016 Johnstown, Pa.
 749 Frank Mihelcic 06-29-2016 Central City, Pa.

karen a. PIntar
National Secretary

snPJ fraternal sympathies



Looking for information on your SNPJ 
life insurance and annuity policies? 
Simply log on to snpj.org and follow 
the step-by-step instructions.

at your fingertips
information

official Proceedings
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
Aug. 3, 2016
The meeting was called to order at 11 a.m. by President Evanish 
with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
The minutes from the June 15, 2016, meeting were read and 
approved.
Reviewed and discussed the inherent risk assessment.
Reported that the Finance Committee approved a change to the 
annuity interest rates effective Sept. 1, 2016. A notice will be 
sent out to all agents and Lodge secretaries, as well as placed 
in PROSVETA.
Discussed Fraternal Weekend to be held at the SNPJ Recre-
ation Center. Reviewed and discussed the Recreation Center 
financial statements.
Reviewed some outstanding issues from the financial examina-
tion by the Pennsylvania Insurance Department.
Approved payment of $100 to the California Fraternal Alliance 
for a full-page ad in their annual meeting program book.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:15 p.m.

Aug. 30, 2016
The meeting was called to order by President Evanish at 2 p.m. 
with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
The minutes from the Aug. 3, 2016, meeting were read and 
approved.
Discussed the Lodge and secretary awards based on renewal 
premium. The National Board decided at the March meeting that 
we should develop a plan to present to the board that does not 
involve awards based on renewal premium.
Discussed community service activities for Lodges, the Lodge 
Bonus Program, and Lodge and secretary awards.
Held our examination status meeting this morning, and it looks 
like the examination is almost complete.
Discussed State Fraternal Alliances and cost involved.
Discussed Recreation Center cabin renovations, furniture for 
the cabins, and cost involved to date.
Reviewed and discussed the cost of Fraternal Weeks at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center, and also discussed and reviewed the 
Recreation Center three-year break-even plan.
Reported that President Evanish, Secretary Pintar and Treasurer 
Lawrence will be attending the annual meeting of the American 
Fraternal Alliance where workshops will be held pertaining to 
regulation, compliance, financial investing, etc.
Approved a donation in the amount of $100 payable to American 
Red Cross of Southwest PA for flood victims in Louisiana.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:45 p.m.

JosePH C. eVanIsH
National President/CEO

karen a. PIntar
National Secretary/COO

2016 SNPJ Family Twosome Bowling Tournament
Bowl anytime during the month of November
Submit all entries to SNPJ Fraternal Director,
247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126

ENTRY DEADLINE is Dec. 7, 2016

Game 1

Adult

Youth

Divisions
 MAJORS (ages 15-18)
 JUNIORS (ages 12-14)
 PREPS (ages 9-11)
 BANTAMS (age 8 and under)

TEAM 1: Indicate Division and Entry Class within division
Age Division determined by age as of Oct. 31, 2016

Entry Class
 MOTHER-SON
 MOTHER-DAUGHTER
 FATHER-SON
 FATHER-DAUGHTER
 GR’MOTHER-GR’SON
 GR’MOTHER-GR’DAUGHTER
 GR’FATHER-GR’SON
 GR’FATHER-GR’DAUGHTER

REPORT OF SCORES BOWLED — TEAM 1

Avg. Game 2 Game 3 Series Total

Adult Bowler’s Lodge No. _____
Youth Bowler’s Lodge No. _____

Game 1

Adult

Youth

Divisions
 MAJORS (ages 15-18)
 JUNIORS (ages 12-14)
 PREPS (ages 9-11)
 BANTAMS (age 8 and under)

TEAM 2: Indicate Division and Entry Class within division
Age Division determined by age as of Oct. 31, 2016

Entry Class
 MOTHER-SON
 MOTHER-DAUGHTER
 FATHER-SON
 FATHER-DAUGHTER
 GR’MOTHER-GR’SON
 GR’MOTHER-GR’DAUGHTER
 GR’FATHER-GR’SON
 GR’FATHER-GR’DAUGHTER

REPORT OF SCORES BOWLED — TEAM 2

Avg. Game 2 Game 3 Series Total

Adult Bowler’s Lodge No. _____
Youth Bowler’s Lodge No. _____

Game 1

Adult

Youth

Divisions
 MAJORS (ages 15-18)
 JUNIORS (ages 12-14)
 PREPS (ages 9-11)
 BANTAMS (age 8 and under)

TEAM 3: Indicate Division and Entry Class within division
Age Division determined by age as of Oct. 31, 2016

Entry Class
 MOTHER-SON
 MOTHER-DAUGHTER
 FATHER-SON
 FATHER-DAUGHTER
 GR’MOTHER-GR’SON
 GR’MOTHER-GR’DAUGHTER
 GR’FATHER-GR’SON
 GR’FATHER-GR’DAUGHTER

REPORT OF SCORES BOWLED — TEAM 3

Avg. Game 2 Game 3 Series Total

Adult Bowler’s Lodge No. _____
Youth Bowler’s Lodge No. _____

rec Center Cabin renovation Donations
for the months of August & September 2016
Senior Week donations .................................$168

SNPJ Lodge 254, Bon Air, Pa. ......................$100
 In memory of 2015 deceased Lodge 254
 members

Anna E. Evanish (715), Oakdale, Pa. ............$100
 In memory of Roger & Michael Evanish

Alison Evanish (715), Virginia Beach, Va. ...... $50
 In memory of Roger Evanish

Denise Adams (138), Houston, Pa. ................ $50

Steve & Chris Kuzniar (33), Beaver, Pa. ......... $50

Anna E. Evanish (715), Oakdale, Pa. ............. $25
 In memory of Tony Bole

Angela K. Zalakar (719), Jefferson Hills, Pa. . $25
 In memory of Joe & Bea Cvetas

Cathy Kalenits (776), Poland, Ohio ................ $20
 In memory of Tony Bole

Cathy Kalenits (776), Poland, Ohio ................ $20
 In memory of John Sadar

by JOE VALENCIC (5)
Cleveland Federation

CLEVELAND — Twenty-
five years ago, Slovenia’s dec-
laration of independence was 
met with violence by Yugoslav 
armed forces. America’s Slo-
venian communities reacted 
quickly and rallied to assist the 
homeland. Representatives of 
leading Slovenian-American 
fraternal societies, including 
the SNPJ, parishes, lodges and  
cultural groups, created United 
Americans for Slovenia (UAS) 
to appeal to then-President 
George Bush and government 
leaders to recognize Slovenia 
as an independent, democratic 
nation. Organized on July 1, 
1991, during the height of the 
aggression, the UAS grew to 
represent 659 organizations 
across the country to help 
Slovenia – for the first time 
since World War II.

For the next nine months, 
meetings and work sessions 
were led by President Ed-
mund Turk, past chairman 
of Cleveland City Council. 
Representatives planned and 
implemented communications 
and events to call attention to 
Slovenia’s independence and 
the importance of recognition 
by the United States. The late 
Betty Rotar, a then-SNPJ Re-
gional Vice President, served 
on the board. Other SNPJ 
members who were active in 
UAS included Joe Valencic, 
president of the Cleveland 
Federation, who was chief of 
communications; Joyce Ple-
mel; John Pestotnik; Tony Hiti; 
Ann Opeka; Frances Mauric; 
Karl Bonutti; Ed Polsak; and 
Tony Petkovsek.

In 1991, the United Americans for Slovenia (UAS) brought together Slovenian-American 
organizations to promote U.S. recognition of Slovenia as an independent, democratic nation. 
Board members included [seated, from left] Joe Valencic, Betty Rotar, Fr. Joseph Boznar, 
Chairman Edmund Turk, Stanley Ziherl, Gene Kogovsek, James Debevec, [standing] Anthony 
Hiti, Cirila Kermavner, Karl Bonutti, Jean Krizman, Edwin Polsak, Joyce Plemel, Joseph Petric, 
Linda Cimperman, Tony Petkovsek, Frances Mauric, Stanley Kuhar, Ann Opeka, Genevieve 
Drobnic and John Pestotnik.

UAS remembered with 25th anniversary exhibition

The UAS printed petitions 
and 50,000 postcards ad-
dressed to President Bush to 
request his recognition of Slo-
venia. Two of the most effective 
UAS strategies were phone-ins 
with radio marathons hosted 
by Tony Petkovsek. On Oct. 
7, 1991, and Feb. 12, 1992, 
thousands called the White 
House to demand recognition 
of Slovenia.

Government leaders, such 
as Ohio Senator John Glenn 
and Ohio Congressman Den-
nis Eckart, met with the UAS 
to discuss U.S. recognition. 
Visiting officials from the new 
government of Slovenia, in-
cluding Ernest Petrič, Dimitrij 
Rupel, Janez Dular and Zoran 
Thaler, acknowledged the UAS 
efforts and thanked the group’s 
member organizations.

On April 7, 1992, President 
Bush recognized Slovenia as 
an independent nation. The 

UAS called a press confer-
ence to raise the flags of the 
United States and Slovenia. 
A gala celebration was held at 
the Slovenian National Home 
featuring a choir of Slovenian 
chorus members and the United 
Slovenian Society Band.

The UAS began a new 
campaign for U.S. acceptance 
of Slovenia as a member-nation 
of NATO. Thousands of post-
cards were sent to President 
Bill Clinton, and a call-in 
marathon tied up White House 
phone lines. Governor George 
Voinovich attended the UAS 
celebration of Slovenia’s fifth 
anniversary, and Senator Bob 
Dole, a presidential candidate, 
made international headlines 
with his impromptu polka with 
Cilka Dolgan to the music of 
Joey Tomsick. 

UAS representatives were 
invited to the White House to 
discuss the U.S. stand on Slo-

venia in NATO – a first for any 
Slovenian-American group. 

Each time the homeland 
was threatened by war in the 
20th century, Slovenians and 
their organizations in America, 
including the SNPJ, united to 
offer support. With Slovenia 
secure in its independence and 
international recognition, the 
UAS declared their mission 
accomplished in 2006. 

In 2011, an exhibition on the 
UAS was sponsored by the Slo-
venian Migration Institute of 
the Scientific Research Center 
of the Slovenian Academy of 
Sciences and Arts. The travel-
ing exhibition was curated by 
Joe Valencic and the institute’s 
Dr. Mirjam Milharčič Hlad-
nik, and it opened in Ljubljana. 
Several cultural centers and 
libraries across Slovenia hosted 
the exhibition, and plans are 
underway to bring it to the 
United States. 

by JEAN KOCI 
Lodge 786 Secretary/Treasurer

ORANGE COUNTY, Calif. — Thanks 
to everyone who sent in generous donations 
to the Roosters Foundation for our Make 
a Difference Day charitable project this 
year. We appreciate your participation. 
Many thanks to Julie Nagode for heading 
this project. I’m sure that this contribution 
will help some needy families in Orange 
County.

Reservations have been made for the 
SNPJ Family Twosome and social bowling 
outing at Saddleback Lanes in Mission 
Viejo on Friday, Nov. 25. Please arrive by 
1:30 for a 2 p.m. start. Everyone is welcome 
to bowl, but we especially encourage our 
youth members to come and bowl with 
a parent or grandparent so that they can 
participate in the national Family Two-
some Tournament. Please RSVP for this 

by Nov. 20; we need to make certain that 
we have enough bowling lanes to accom-
modate our group.  

We will also go to our favorite Cali-
fornia Pizza Kitchen afterward for dinner.  
All youth members will enjoy a free day 
of bowling and dinner, so don’t miss this!    
Call or e-mail Jean.

The much-anticipated Orange Coast 
Lodge Christmas party will be held 
Sunday, Dec. 4, from noon until 5 p.m. 
at the newly renovated Laguna Woods 
Clubhouse 2. This is the large clubhouse 
just north of El Toro on Moulton Pkwy.,  
Gate 12.  

I need your names and the number of 
those attending by Nov. 27 so that you 
can get through the guard gate. Santa 
also needs the names and ages of youth 
members attending so that he can be pre-
pared – he wouldn’t want any little ones 

to be disappointed!
We have a few tickets available for the 

Kings hockey game on Jan. 7 at Staples 
Center. The game starts at 1 p.m. Please 
let me know if you can attend. Tickets have 
already been paid for by the Lodge. If you 
send in your payment of $40 per ticket (a 
very reduced price), you will need to meet 
me at the stadium about an hour prior to 
the game to get your voucher/ticket for 
admission. The process is different this 
year because of the Kings’ digital ticket 
conversion.

This will be a busy month for most of 
us, but so many fun-filled activities are 
going on. I hope to see many of you in 
Fontana for the Vinska Trgatev on Nov. 6!

All RSVP messages should be e-mailed 
to ajkoci@cox.net, or you can call (949) 
495-0097. We’re looking forward to these 
special events during the upcoming weeks.

Lodge 786 preparing for a busy holiday season

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — For many years, 
SNPJ members have enjoyed the 
unique and truly remarkable facility 
that is the SNPJ Recreation Center. The 
experiences and countless memories 
that have been made there are treasured 
by thousands. The Recreation Center 
is now more than 50 years old and, as 
with so many things, time, along with 
wear and tear, have taken their toll.

The large upper cabins, situated 
opposite the lake along Martin Road, 
are some of the first structures that 
were built on the property. Cabins #1 
and #2 have already been completed. 
The budgeted cost to complete one 
cabin was $28,000. There are a total 
of 24 large cabins and 12 motel units 
as part of this project. It will take a 
significant amount of capital to finish 
this project, and will likely take years 
to complete. The more donations we 
receive, the quicker we can complete 
the project. Since this is not a cultural 
or educational (scholarship) cause, but 

rather, recreational in nature, contribu-
tions are not considered tax deductible. 

We encourage Lodges, Fed-
erations, members, friends and other 
organizations to contribute. Several 
have already contributed. While we 
do offer “Club Level” recognition, all 
donations will be listed in ProSveTA.

Donors at the following Club Lev-
els will receive  their name on a plaque 
inside the corresponding cabin: Bronze 
Level, $1,000; Silver Level, $5,000; 
Gold Level, $10,000; and Platinum 
Level, $25,000.

Donation checks can be made 
payable to “SNPJ.” Please indicate 
“Cabin Renovation” in the memo area. 
Provide your name and address, and 
the acknowledgment name and address 
if the donation is made in memory of 
someone. 

Send your donation to Slovene 
National Benefit Society, 247 West 
Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126. 
All donations are greatly appreci-
ated. Thank you in advance for your 
support!

Support the Rec Center Cabin Renovation Project
Before

After
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by JEANNETTE HUMPHREY
Lodge 603

SAMSULA, Fla. — The members of SNPJ 
Lodge 603 met Oct. 4. All officers were pres-
ent except for Vice President Jerry Hafner 
as he needed to be at home to prepare for 
Hurricane Matthew. We were fortunate since 
most places in Samsula only experienced 
minor damage. Our Lodge hall did suffer 
some damage to the outdoor pavilion and 
balina court pavilion.

Ruth Benedict and her husband, Lodge 
President George Benedict, provided a roast 
beef sandwich meal at our meeting for all to 
enjoy prior to our business session. President 
Benedict introduced new member Cindy 
Griswold and her husband, John. Cindy 
will be taking over as hall manager. She 
was administered the oath of membership 
and welcomed into Lodge 603 and SNPJ 
membership. President Benedict gave a 
brief talk about our fraternal Society, its 
beginning and purpose.

A memorial gathering for Linda Pleter-
ski was staged at our Lodge in September. 
Linda’s sisters, Lucy Weiner and Grace 
Pleterski, provided a meal and libations. A 
scholarship fund in Linda’s name has been 
set up at our Lodge and you may contribute 
by sending your donation to SNPJ Lodge 

603, P.O. Box 1078, New Smyrna Beach, FL 
32170. As many of you may remember, Linda 
was the official Lodge 603 greeter during 
events, and for many years she handed out 
gifts to members and guests during Florida 
SNPJ Days.

Lodge Secretary Elaine Figueroa is re-
covering from knee surgery, but was able to 
attend the meeting. She has since given up 
the wheelchair and is now walking about, 
pain-free. Elaine reported that we have 521 
members and 45 youth members.

President Benedict appointed Nancy 
Bass, Ruth Benedict and Jeannette Hum-
phrey as the Lodge 603 Nominating Com-
mittee. The election of officers will take 
place at our Dec. 6 meeting.

The Lodge 603 Christmas program and 
party is set for Saturday, Dec. 17, starting 
at 7 p.m., and I hope everyone will attend. 
Don’t forget that Santa makes his annual 
visit to our Lodge to pass out goodie bags 
and gifts to all.

New Lodge hall manager Cindy Griswold 
is planning a New Year’s Eve party beginning 
at 9 p.m.; breakfast will be served right after 
we ring-in New Year 2017. Please plan to 
attend and take part in our Lodge activities.

Get well wishes went out to Wally 
Ringeisen and Richard Smithmeyer. Both 

were hospitalized but are now home and 
improving each day.

Sharon Wolf of Corvalles, Ore., flew in 
for a visit with family and to be in Samsula 
for the 85th birthday of her father, Johnny 
Reichel. While here, a family trip was taken 
to Jetty Park in Florida, traveling in the 
motorhome of Rhonda and John Tesauro.

Ruth Benedict gave a report on plans for 
Florida SNPJ Days to be staged at our Lodge 
March 3-4, 2017. Music will be provided by 
the Marc Bouchard Orchestra, and we are 
anticipating a special visit from SNPJ Na-
tional Secretary Karen Pintar. The festival 
will open at 4 p.m. on Friday, March 3, with 
music from 5 to 9 p.m. Saturday, March 4, 
will begin at noon with music until 6 p.m., 
except during the program and drawings 
scheduled from 2 to 3 p.m. Admission is 
$10 each day, or both days for $15. Ruth and 
daughter Ashley are co-chairing this event.

Don’t forget the Samsula Woman’s Club 
is staging its annual Christmas craft show at 
the Lodge 603 Hall on Saturday, Dec. 4., from 
8 a.m. until 4 p.m. Breakfast and lunch will 
be available along with a variety of baked 
goods. A silent auction is also planned. The 
club is earning money for its scholarship 
fund and community needs.

Until next time, have a great month!

Christmas, New Year’s Eve events on the schedule at Samsula Lodge 603

SNPJ National Secretary karen PIntar will be 
making a special visit to Samsula Lodge 603 for the 
2017 Florida SNPJ Days festivities in March.

[Above] While ERMANDO (left) and Danny VoLPe manned 
the grill during the Lodge 564 annual potluck picnic, members 
and guests relaxed in the shade at Dodge Park [below].

The music provided by Lodge 564 members and friends was 
enjoyed by everyone in the park that day, including a few 
passers-by who stopped to enjoy the tunes.

by MARION VOLPE
Lodge 564 Secretary

DETROIT — The members of 
Young Americans Lodge 564 
had a fantastic day at Dodge 
Park in Sterling Heights, 
Mich., on Aug. 14 for our an-
nual potluck picnic and Lodge 
meeting. There was sunshine 
all day, low humidity and not 
a drop of rain in sight. We had 
close to 40 people in atten-
dance and everyone brought 
their favorite dishes to share 
– we had a feast! Lodge 564 
provided the hot dogs, sau-
sages and drinks. The desserts 
were outstanding and included 
Theresa Drensek’s famous 
strudel, hot out of the oven.

Our accordion players were 
our own Eddie Adamic, Rob 
Deblander and Ernie Blazic. 
We were honored to have these 
great musicians playing for us 
once again. Ernie was visiting 
his mother all the way from 
California, but he never forgets 
to attend our picnic every year. 
Danica harmonized beauti-
fully with Eddie while singing 
many old Slovenian tunes. 
Many park visitors stopped 
by to listen while taking their 
walks.

Dorothy and Angie Bernick 
(677) joined us again this year. 
Dorothy’s daughter Cheryl 
brought them. They brought 
a beautiful birthday cake to 
celebrate all the August birth-
days. This year’s picnic fell 
on Frances Adams’ birthday, 
so we sang “Happy Birthday” 
to her and all the other August 
birthday celebrants: Dorothy 

Bernick, Rose Hostnik, Tracey 
Anderson and Rudy Zornik.

We were surprised and 
happy to have Cathy Krueger 
and Lynn Sharkey join us this 
year. They heard their nephew, 
Danny Volpe, was helping 
barbecue so they stopped in. 
It was great seeing them both.

After eating, enjoying the 
music and socializing well into 
the evening, we held our Lodge 
meeting just before the flies and 
mosquitoes would start to eat us 
alive. Tracey Anderson (677) 
sat in our meeting and asked for 
a donation for the CROP Walk 
for Hunger. This is a worthy 
cause that we donate to every 
year. We voted to once again 
donate $100.

Thanks to all the workers 
who made this event possible. 
Rudy Zornik organized the 
picnic, got the liquor license, 
bought the drinks and ice, and 
arrived early to hold our spot in 
the park. Ermando and I did the 
food shopping. Ermando also 
helped Thomas Hostnik pull 
the picnic tables to our spot, 
and assisted Danny Volpe with 
the grilling.

Our next event, the annual 
Grape Dance, was held Oct. 23 
at the SAC Club in Melvindale, 
Mich. This was our last event 
at the SAC Club; the building 
will be sold in December. We 
enjoyed dinner and dancing to 
The Good Times Band with 
Herb Schroeder.

In closing, I’d like to wish 
everyone in SNPJland, near 
and far, a happy fall season. 
Na svedenje!

Young Americans 
Lodge bids farewell 
to summer with picnic

by KEVIN RICHARDS
Lodge 106

IMPERIAL, Pa. — We’d 
like to thank everybody who 
bowled in the 2016 SNPJ Fall 
Classic Bowling Tournament, 
hosted by SNPJ Lodge 106 
in Imperial. Thanks to Jill 
and Liz Usenicnik and Ruth 
Bouchon for helping out at the 
lanes and selling the bowl-
ing ball drawing tickets, as 
well as the 50/50 tickets for 
both days. Also, thanks to 
District 2 Athletic Director 
John Baselj (6) for helping 
out at the lanes on Sunday. It 
was great to have the Rhythm 
Kings and the Western Pa. 
Button Box Club entertain 
us in the clubroom Saturday 
evening.

During the months of 
November and December, 
Lodge 106 will be playing 
bar bingo on the first and 
third Thursdays of the month. 
Special early bird games start 
at 6:30 p.m.; the first regular 
game starts at 7 p.m. Our 
kitchen will be open during 
bar bingo.

We will be hosting a spe-
cial night of acoustic guitar 
music on Friday, Nov. 11. 
Local favorite Matt May will 
take the stage from 7:30 to 
11:30 p.m. in the Lodge 106 
clubroom.

A Christmas polka dance 
will be held in the Imperial 
Room at Lodge 106 on Sun-
day, Dec. 4. Music will be 
provided by Dick Tady and 
the DTO from 2 to 6 p.m.

The Lodge 106 children’s 

Christmas party will be held 
on Saturday, Dec. 11, in the 
Imperial Room from 1 to 
3 p.m. There will be food, 
games, music and a visit 
from Old Saint Nick! Our 
adult Christmas party will 
take place Saturday, Dec. 17. 
There will be food and prizes. 
Clem Rolin and his wonder-
ful band of musicians will 
provide the entertainment.

Come celebrate New 
Year’s Eve with us in the 
Imperial Room from 8 p.m. 
to 1 a.m. There will be a cash 
bar, and entertainment will 
be provided by Cleveland’s 
Party of 5. We’ll be offering 
an extensive buffet beginning 
at 8 p.m., and party favors, 
and pork and sauerkraut will 
also be provided.

New Year’s Eve tickets 
are $45 per person and can 
be purchased in the Lodge 
106 clubroom during regular 
business hours. This adult 
only party is open to the 
public but you must have a 
ticket to attend.

Would you like to receive 
periodic e-mails from Lodge 
106 about upcoming events 
and important announce-
ments? If so, send an e-mail 
to snpj106@gmail.com and 
we’ll put you on our list.

Keep track of all the activi-
ties going on at Lodge 106 
by visiting the “Upcoming 
Events” page on our website, 
www.snpjimperialpa.com. 
And be sure to check out SNPJ 
Lodge 106 on Facebook and 
“Like” us.

Welcome the holidays 
at Imperial Lodge 106

by BOB LAWRENCE
Lodge 138 Secretary

STRABANE, Pa. — SNPJ 
Lodge 138 in Strabane is once 
again opening up its kitchen 
to serve breakfast on the third 
Sunday of each month until  
June 2017. Our grill will be 
open from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
with the men’s auxiliary man-
ning the kitchen and dining 
room services.

The auxiliary wishes to 

inform all potential custom-
ers that they are prepared 
to handle as big a crowd as 
our members create. In their 
words: “Bring it on, we’re 
ready!” You have to give them 
a try; you won’t believe what 
talented cooks they are.

The price of breakfast is $7 
in advance or $10 at the door. 
For tickets, inquire at the bar 
or see any House Committee 
member.

Sunday breakfast served 
at Strabane Lodge 138

Important figures to consider...

29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

1-800-843-7675

!
If your coverage is over 5 years old,

contact SNPJ for a policy review.


