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The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are Jan. 1 and Feb. 1, 2018. All material 
must be received by Wednesday, Dec. 13, 
for the Jan. 1 issue, and by Wednesday, 
Jan. 17, for the Feb. 1 issue. If you are 
concerned about making the deadline, 
send an e-mail to prosveta@snpj.com or 
submit your material via the publications 
area of our website, www.snpj.org.

THE
DEADLINE

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office will be closed Dec. 22 through 
Dec. 26, 2017; on Dec. 29, 2017; and on 
Jan. 1, 2018. Normal office hours will be 
in effect Dec. 27 and Dec. 28, 2017, and 
starting again Jan. 2, 2018. We wish all 
SNPJ members and friends very happy 
holidays!

Home Office schedule 
for the holiday season

to all SNPJ members & friends from 
the staff at the SNPJ Home Office

CLE ELUM, Wash. — SNPJ Lodge 371 
will hold its winter meeting Saturday, 
Dec. 30, at the Sunset Café in Cle Elum 
beginning at 12:30 p.m. All members are 
encouraged to attend as we will be holding 
our election of Lodge officers for 2018.

KEN KLADNIK
Lodge 371 President

Late December meeting 
scheduled for Lodge 371

STRABANE, Pa. — Lodge 138 in Stra-
bane will hold its final meeting for 2017 
on Monday, Dec. 4, starting at 7 p.m. in 
the upstairs ballroom. Election of officers 
will be the main order of business, and as 
usual, a klobasa sandwich will be available 
compliments of the Lodge.

BOB LAWRENCE
Lodge 138 Secretary

Lodge 138 meeting 
Dec. 4 to elect officers

CLEVELAND — The location of the 
Lodge 257 meeting, scheduled Dec. 7, will 
be moved due to the closing of the West 
Park Slovenian Hall. The meeting and 
dinner will be held at 6 p.m. at Fuji Grill 
Restaurant, 1930 Snow Road in Parma, 
Ohio. The restaurant is located in the 
shopping mall on the north side of Snow 
Road near Broadway. For information 
contact Marie Pivik at (216) 433-1941 or 
Patricia Juda at (216) 267-1656.

RUDY PIVIK
Lodge 257

Hall closure forces
Lodge 257 site change

by MARyAnn bEbAR (41)
Westmoreland Co. Federation

HERMINIE, Pa. — The Westmoreland 
County (Pa.) Federation of SNPJ Lodges 
will be celebrating its 85th anniversary on 
Sunday, Dec. 3. The celebration will be 
held in the Crystal Ballroom in Herminie 
from 2 to 6 p.m. with music by the famous 
Grkman Band.

Food and refreshments will be available, 
and a short program will be presented by 
Federation Secretary JoAnn Raspotnik (41).

We’re looking forward to celebrating with 
our friends from many years ago and the 
present as we remember the great picnics at 
Evanstown and the great music played by 
the many musicians and bands.

We hope to see you all in Herminie!

Celebrate 85 
years with the
Westmoreland 
Pa. Federation

by KAREn A. PInTAR
SnPJ national Secretary/COO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Due to the Christmas holi-
day, all year-end processing of new business, 
cash withdrawals, death claims, RMDs, etc., 
will be completed on Dec. 21. There will be no 
other processing for the year 2017 through the 
remainder of December.

If you need to take a Required Minimum 

Distribution (RMD) and have not yet notified 
us, please contact Cindy Mitchell at the SNPJ 
Home Office by phoning 1-800-843-7675 ext. 
136 prior to Dec. 21. If we do not hear from 
you by that date, we will be unable to withdraw 
your RMD prior to year end.

We wish all SNPJ members and their families 
a very merry Christmas and a safe, happy and 
healthy New Year!

Year-end business deadline Dec. 21

Photo submitted by Sis. JOAnn KRAnCE (729). 

Safe Drivers Hit the Road in Yukon
Lodge 729 members and a few members of the community recently attended an AARP 
Smart Driver Course held at the Slovenian Hall in yukon, Pa. The goals of the course were 
to become a safer driver, boost safety awareness, refresh and improve driver skills, minimize 
crash risk, increase confidence, prolong mobility, and maximize independence. The course 
content proved beneficial and worthwhile to all attendees. In addition, most insurance 
companies offer a five percent discount on annual premiums following course completion.

SYGAN, Pa. — Join SNPJ Lodge 6 and 
Youth Circle 36 members on Saturday, 
Dec. 16, for a Christmas carnival in the 
Sunshine Room at Lodge 6 from 1 to 3 p.m. 
We’ll have snacks, food, games, prizes 
and plenty of fun. We may even a have 
visit from the jolly man himself – Santa 
Claus! We hope to see your children and 
their friends on Dec. 16.

KAREN PINTAR
Lodge 6 President

A Christmas carnival 
for Lodge 6, Circle 36

by GAyE bAbCOCK
Lodge 689 Secretary

HELPER, Utah — If you Google “apple stru-
del” you’ll find more than 2.5 million search 
results! Wikipedia claims that the oldest known 
strudel recipe was written in 1696. The website 
also reads:

“Traditional Hungarian, Austrian and Czech 
strudel pastry is different from strudels else-
where, which are often made from puff pastry. 

Strudel Day an annual tradition for Utah members
The thin dough is laid out on a tea towel and 
the filling is spread on it. The dough with the 
filling on top is rolled up carefully with the help 
of the tea towel and baked in the oven. Legend 
has it that the Austrian Emperor’s perfectionist 
cook decreed that it should be possible to read 
a love letter through it.”

If you were to browse through the many 
recipes offered on the world wide web, you’d 
begin to notice a wide variation of ingredients 

and procedures.
During the annual apple strudel making day 

held at the Slovenian Home in Spring Glen, 
Utah, on Oct. 28, members from Lodges 113, 
689 and 757 joined forces to prepare more than 
50 apple strudels. Although the dough recipe 
is prepared identically, the fun is watching the 
artful technique of stretching, filling and rolling 

SEE UTAH STRUDEL DAY
On PAGE 7

SNPJ TEL Workshop on the 2018 summer schedule

by KEVIn RICHARDS
SnPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The 2018 Teens Experi-
ence Leadership (TEL) Workshop will be held 
the weekend of July 27-29, 2018, at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. This leadership workshop 
is for 13- to 17-year-old SNPJ members. SNPJ 
offers the TEL Workshop so that our young 

members have an opportunity to learn and 
develop strong leadership skills in a dynamic, 
group-oriented atmosphere.

Held annually at the SNPJ Recreation Center 
in Enon Valley, Pa., TEL participants travel 
from across the United States to bond with their 
peers and engage in a group learning experi-
ence led by inspiring workshop speakers. By 
sharing personal experiences, workshop leaders 
motivate TEL participants to use effective lead-
ership skills in school and in their community. 
Additionally, team leaders offer guidance and 
training in leadership situations, emphasizing 
the importance of team building and working 
together to solve problems. The idea behind 

the group process is that everyone participates.
Through the Fraternal Department, SNPJ 

covers the cost of transportation, lodging and 
meals for TEL Workshop participants, who at-
tend as representatives of their local SNPJ Lodge 
or Youth Circle. Lodge secretaries received the 
election forms for TEL Workshop delegates in 
their December mailing, but there are some 
important dates that I would like to point out.

Lodges must turn in their TEL Delegate 
Election Forms by April 30, 2018. Anybody 
interested in attending this workshop must 
contact their Lodge secretary and make sure that 

SEE 2018 TEL WORKSHOP
On PAGE 4

TEL delegate forms
due in April 2018, 

event slated for July

by KEVIn RICHARDS 
SnPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — This is an exciting time 
for SNPJ as we prepare to usher in a new Youth 
Roundup Weekend at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center!

SNPJ Youth Roundup will take place the 
weekend of July 27-29, 2018, and is open to 
SNPJ members between the ages of 7 and 12. 
The cost is $150 per camper, which includes 
lodging, meals, activities and round-the-clock 
supervision throughout the weekend. Non-

members may attend for $200 per camper.
Youth Roundup campers will check-in Fri-

day afternoon, July 27, at which time they’ll 
meet their counselor and cabin mates. They’ll 
spend the entire weekend enjoying the pool, 
sports, and arts and crafts classes. Camp will 
conclude with an awards program on Sunday 
afternoon, July 29.

The deadline to register for Youth Roundup is 
June 10, 2018. Let’s get those campers registered 
as we welcome a new generation of camping at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center!

New program plans announced 
for 2018 SNPJ Youth Roundup

• Ryan D. Wasky
Born July 27, 2016

Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6
SnPJ Lodge 6 welcomes Ryan Dean Wasky 
as its newest member. Ryan is the son of 
Robert Jr. (6) and Stacy Wasky; grandson 
of bob and Margie Wasky (6), Rock and 
Cathy Curcio (6), and Rita Curcio; and 
great-grandson of John Graper and Della 
Pierce. We welcome Ryan to the Slovene 
national benefit Society and extend our 
best wishes to his entire family.
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Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

• DEC. 1 ........Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 hosts The 
GRID band in the Lodge 106 clubroom; 
7:30-11:30 p.m. Kitchen will be open. 
For additional information contact the 
Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or snpj106@
gmail.com.

• DEC. 3 ........Westmoreland County (Pa.) Fed-
eration 85th Anniversary Dance at the 
Slovenian Hall in Herminie, Pa.; 2-6 p.m. 
Music by the Joe Grkman Orchestra. 
For more information contact MaryAnn 
bebar at (724) 668-7394.

• DEC. 7 ........Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo 
in the Lodge 106 clubroom. Early bird 
games begin at 6:30 p.m., regular games 
at 7. Kitchen will be open. For details 
contact the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• DEC. 10 ......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 youth 
Christmas party in the Imperial Room; 
1-3 p.m. Food, games and music will be 
offered with a visit from Santa. For more 
information contact the Lodge at (724) 
695-1411 or snpj106@gmail.com.

• DEC. 10 ......Herminie, Pa., Lodge 87 jam session 
in the Horizon Room; 2-5 p.m. Food will 
be available. All musicians welcome. For 
more information contact Shirley bailley 
at (724) 864-1606.

• DEC. 16 ......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 adult 
Christmas party at Lodge 106; 4 p.m. 
For details contact the Lodge at (724) 
695-1411 or snpj106@gmail.com.

• DEC. 16 ......Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 and youth Circle 
36 Christmas carnival in the Sunshine 
Room at Lodge 6; 1 to 3 p.m. Food, 
games, prizes and fun will be offered.

• DEC. 21 ......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo 
in the Lodge 106 clubroom. Early bird 
games begin at 6:30 p.m., regular games 
at 7. Kitchen will be open. For details 
contact the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• DEC. 31 ......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 new year’s 
Eve party in the Lodge 106 clubroom. 
Advance tickets are $15 and can be 
purchased in the clubroom. For details 
contact the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or 
snpj106@gmail.com.

2018
• MAY 5-6 ......SnPJ national bowling Tourna-

ment at the SnPJ Recreation Center, 
borough of SnPJ, Pa. For additional 
information contact Fraternal Director 
Kevin Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 
144 or krichards@snpj.com.

• MAY 27 .......brew & bean Festival at the SnPJ 
Recreation Center, borough of SnPJ, 
Pa. For details contact the Recreation 
Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732.

• JUNE 15-17 ... SnPJ young Adult Conference at 
the SnPJ Recreation Center, borough 
of SnPJ, Pa. For registration and event 
details contact Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144 or  
krichards@snpj.com.

• JULY 13-15 .... The 37th Slovenefest and the 
62nd Miss SnPJ Pageant at the SnPJ 
Recreation Center. For additional infor-
mation phone the Recreation Center at 
1-877-767-5732.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

by KAREn PInTAR
Lodge 6 President

SYGAN, Pa. — SNPJ Lodge 6 and 
the SASC invite all Lodge 6 and SASC 
members and their guests to join us 
on Friday, Dec. 15, in the Lodge 6 
clubroom for our annual Christmas 
party! We’ll be providing the main 
foods and we ask that everyone bring 
a dish to share such as an appetizer, 
side dish or dessert.  

The party will kick off at 5:30 
p.m. with bar bingo beginning at 6 for 
anyone who wishes to play. Music will 
be provided by Lodge 6 member DJ 
Dave McMurdy beginning at 7 p.m. 
Dave will be playing some of your 
favorites along with some Christmas 
songs to help us get into the spirit of 
the season. We’ll also have pool and 
darts available, and a dart tournament 
with sign-ups beginning at 8 p.m., in 
addition to lots of socializing.  

We sure hope to see you in Sygan 
on Dec. 15, so mark your calendar and 
plan on attending the annual Lodge 6 
and SASC Christmas party!

Celebrate the 
season with
Sygan Lodge 6

by MARy ALyCE FRAnCIS
Lodge 686

WEST ALLIS, Wis. — Jolly Allis 
Lodge 686 members will host their 
Christmas party and luncheon, fol-
lowed by the annual meeting, on 
Saturday, Dec. 16. The luncheon will 
start at 1 p.m. at Johnny V’s Classic 
Cafe, 1650 South 84 St. Guests are 
welcome to attend. You can choose 
off the menu and you will be billed 
individually.

Reservations are required. Please 
call Mary Alyce at (414) 421-3525 and 
give her the names of those attend-
ing. The deadline for reservations is 
Monday, Dec. 11.

I’ll be waiting to hear from you 
with your reservations or questions. 
Have a safe and happy holiday 
season!

Lodge 686 
sets plans for 
holiday lunch

by ROSE MARIE GOVI
Lodge 729 Recording Secretary

YUKON, Pa. — The members of Silverstars Lodge 729 
hosted their first-ever Fall Fling on Nov. 4 at the Yukon 
Slovenian Hall. The 100-plus in attendance included a 
mix of Lodge members, spouses and guests.

The evening’s agenda provided everything from 
a cocktail hour and buffet dinner, to door prizes and 
great camaraderie. Music was provided by Mickey Dee. 
Everyone had a grand time.

As a Lodge activity and in conjunction with the Fall 
Fling, non-perishable food items and monetary dona-
tions were collected for the Westmoreland County Food 
Bank. Members and guests donated $200 and Lodge 729 
matched that amount. A grand total of $400 was recently 

yukon, Pa., 
Lodge 729 
members 
and friends 
enjoyed their 
first-ever 
Fall Fling in 
november.

Lodge 729 delights 
in autumn at the 
inaugural Fall Fling

presented to the food bank. This monetary donation 
will provide $4,000 worth of food: $10 for every dollar 
donated will benefit those in need and make a difference 
for disadvantaged families in Westmoreland County.

A heartfelt thank you goes out to everyone who par-
ticipated in this very worthwhile and generous collection 
for the Westmoreland County Food Bank.

The officers of Lodge 729 extend warm wishes for a 
blessed Christmas and peace in the New Year.

Food donations to benefit a local food bank lined a 
table at the Lodge 729 Fall Fling.

by DAnIELLA VOLPE
Lodge 158

EUCLID, Ohio — On behalf of Loy-
alites Lodge 158, we’d like to thank 
everyone who joined us on our Nov. 
4 holiday bus trip. Everyone had a 
great time. There was good food and 
excellent entertainment, and almost 
everyone walked out with a whole 
chicken to take home!

As a reminder, our Christmas party 
will be held Dec. 3 beginning at 11 
a.m. in the lower hall at Recher Hall. 
There will be food and fun, along with 
the big man in red and his friend, 
Jungle Terry. Everyone is invited.

At the party, we will be asking 
for donations to the Sub Zero Mis-
sion located in Perry, Ohio. This 

organization helps to ensure that the 
homeless have the proper gear for 
winter: coats, gloves, new socks and 
boots, as well as sleeping bags, tents 
and hand warmers. Any items you 
can bring to the party will be a great 
help. No one should freeze to death 
in America!

Happy belated birthday to Diane 
Horabik (Nov. 15) and Tony Verch 
Jr. (Nov. 19). We hope your birthdays 
were spent celebrating with family 
and friends. 

Our thoughts and prayers go out 
to those who were affected by the 
hurricanes this year, including Eileen 
Markusic’s son, Steve, who lost his 
home in the flooding. This sent him 
on a trip to Cleveland to visit his fam-

ily, and then to Canada to do some 
fishing. We hope the rebuilding goes 
well, Steve. You are welcome back to 
our Lodge meetings anytime!

We’d like to wish members Jan 
Smrdel and Dan Minello fast and 
painless recoveries; Jan had surgery 
on her foot and Dan had part of a lung 
removed. Both are in good spirits and 
ready to begin the healing process.

On a sad note, we’d like to ask for 
help from our members in finding 
out when someone has passed. As a 
Lodge, we’d like to ensure that one 
of our officers is present to deliver 
our eulogy. If you know of a member 
who has passed, please contact Gary 
Smrdel at (440) 655-7592.

Finally, we’d like to congratulate 

the Loyalite members as well as 
members from other local SNPJ 
Lodges who helped pass Issue 8 in 
Kirtland, Ohio, allowing the SNPJ 
Farm to legally sell wine and liquor 
on Sundays. A huge shout out goes to 
Farm Board Treasurer Gina Volpe and 
President Greg Volpe for putting in 
numerous hours over the past year to 
get enough signatures to get the issue 
on the ballot. There were also a few 
members who stood outside the polls 
and encouraged people to vote their 
way, including Gina and Greg Volpe 
(158), Don Srnick (158), Dan Minello 
(158) and Lou Novak (576).

We send our thoughts and prayers 
to ailing Loyalite members and their 
families.

Loyalites Lodge gearing up for the 2017 holiday season

by MICHELLE HRIbAR-HERnAnDEZ
Lodge 1 President

CHICAGO — Slavija Lodge 1 
members and friends recently 
attended lunch and a dazzling 
performance of Miracle on 42nd 
Street at Drury Lane Theatre in Oak 
Brook Terrace, Ill. The tap dancing 
musical, beloved by so many, was 
energetic and entertaining. The 
choreography was spectacular and 
every performer was phenomenal.

Lodge 1 was saddened to learn of 
the passing of Sis. Helen Tomazin. 
On behalf of the officers and mem-
bers of Slavija Lodge 1, we extend 
our condolences to Sis. Tomazin’s 
family and friends on their loss.

The next Lodge 1 event is our 
annual meeting scheduled for Sun-
day, Dec. 3, beginning at 11 a.m. 
at Czech Plaza in Berwyn, Ill. We 
wish everyone a wonderful holiday!

A dazzling holiday show for Slavija Lodge 1

Slavija Lodge 1 members recently enjoyed lunch before taking in a 
Christmas performance at Drury Lane Theatre in Oak brook Terrace, Ill.



from the
source

3PROSVETA
December 1, 2017

www.snpj.org • prosveta@snpj.com

DEnISE HERROn
SnPJ Marketing Department

A CENTURY
in the making

name _________________________________________

Address _______________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________

number of copies _______________________________

RETURn THIS ORDER FORM TO
Slovene National Benefit Society

247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA  15126-9774

Payment in full must accompany all orders. Make checks payable to SNPJ.
Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery.

Proud of your SNPJ membership? Then 
you owe it to yourself to delve deeper 
into SNPJ history through the pages 
of An Inspired Journey — The SNPJ 
Story: The First One Hundred Years of 
the Slovene National Benefit Society.

This richly-illustrated chronicle of SNPJ  
history compiled and written by SNPJ 
Publications Editor Jay Sedmak is now 
available for purchase.

$15.00 each — plus $2.50 s/h
add $1 shipping for each additional copy ordered

SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
Your loyalty with SNPJ is now being rewarded! 

Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
and open your new SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

* Rates are not guaranteed after the first year.
* Guaranteed minimum interest rate of 2.0%.
* No fees are attached to either Loyalty annuity.
* The SNPJ Century 8 Annuity is earning 3.0%; the Century 5 Annuity is earning 
 2.75%. Century series annuities issued prior to 2012 are earning 3.0%

3.5% Loyalty 8 Annuity
3.5% first-year guarantee rate

3.0% in years two through eight
2.75% in year nine and after
3.75% first-year Loyalty Rate 

for conversions 

3.0% Loyalty 5 Annuity
3.0% first-year guarantee rate

2.75% in years two through five
2.75% in year six and after

3.25% first-year Loyalty Rate 
for conversions 

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

After 2030, no new gas, 
diesel cars in Slovenia
LjUBLjANA (STA) — In mid-October 
the Slovenian government adopted a 
strategy on alternative fuels and their use 
for transportation, under which the reg-
istration of new diesel- and gas-powered 
cars would be prohibited after 2030.

The government has not opted for 
an outright ban, but rather put a ceiling 
on a car’s carbon footprint in terms of 
carbon monoxide per kilometer, with 
which only electric vehicles and plug-in 
hybrids currently conform.

The alternative fuels strategy also 
calls for the construction of infrastructure 
to expand the current network of charging 
stations from 227 to 1,200 by 2020, to 
7,000 by 2025, and to more than 22,000 
by 2030. The government expects that 
by 2030, some 17 percent of the vehicles 
in Slovenia, roughly 200,000 cars, will 
already be either electric vehicles or 
plug-in hybrids.

Bojan Žlender, director of the Sustain-
able Mobility and Transportation Policy 
Service at the Infrastructure Ministry, 
said the strategy was “ambitious, but 
not too ambitious since the government 
wanted Slovenia to become a green trans-
portation nation by 2030” by offering 
car-sharing and similar programs. The 
government has committed to support 
the alternative fuels strategy by means 
of incentives, subsidies and restrictions, 
Žlender said.

Automobile manufacturers have 
already declared that 2025 will mark 
a turning point, and are targeting new 
technological solutions for 2030. “We 
believe development in the field will be 
striking,” Žlender said.

The alternative fuels strategy extends 
to cargo transportation as well, but the 
goals are more modest. It is estimated 
that by 2030, 12 percent of vans and 
small trucks would be electric, a third 
of all busses would use natural gas, and 
12 percent of heavy trucks would use 
liquefied petroleum gas.

In addition, by 2025 infrastructure 
would be added in the port of Koper that 
would allow all ships to either charge 
their batteries or fuel up with natural gas.

Another goal of the alternative fuels  
strategy is to promote the use of biodiesel 
by increasing the percentage of biofuel 
in diesel and having 10 percent of all 
trucks run on pure biodiesel.

Data from the Statistics Office indi-
cates that 1,470,000 road vehicles were 
registered in Slovenia at the end of 2016, 
up two percent year- on-year, of which 
1.1 million were cars. Roughly 74,000 
new cars were sold in Slovenia last year, 
a new record. Sales of electric and hy-
brid vehicles represent a tiny portion of 
overall sales, but have been accelerating.

The latest data from car dealers show 
900 electric or hybrid vehicles were sold 
in the first eight months of 2017, almost 
triple the number sold during the same 
period in 2016. Slovenia has one of the 
highest car ownership rates in the world: 
523 cars per 1,000 people as of the end 
of 2016.

Statistics help prove 
Slovenia is a thrifty nation
LjUBLjANA (STA) — The belief 
that Slovenia is a very thrifty nation is 
corroborated by statistics, which put 
Slovenia’s savings rate at 12.8 percent, 
the fifth highest in the EU. Slovenians 
are as conservative in the ways they 
save their money as they are with how 
they spend it.

Information from the central bank 
shows that Slovenian households had a 
total of EUR 41.4 billion ($48 billion) 
in financial assets at the end of June, up 
EUR 2 billion ($2.32 billion) in a year-
to-year comparison.

Around 50 percent of these assets 
– that is to say, around EUR 20 billion 
($23.2 billion) – comprised cash or bank 
deposits, while 25 percent was invested 
in securities and other forms of equity 
capital, followed by insurance and pen-
sion savings.

One of the favorite types of long-term 
investment in Slovenia is real estate. 
Slovenian households currently own 
around EUR 40 billion ($46.4 billion) 
in properties.

Analysts at the Statistics Office 
have attributed Slovenians’ aversion to 
high-risk forms of savings to experience 
from the economic and financial crisis. 
However, investment trends are turning 
around, albeit very slowly. Slovenia’s 
two largest banks, NLB and NKBM, 
have both perceived a recent shift in 
their clients’ habits. Due to low interest 
rates for deposits, Slovenians are slowly 
starting to diversify their assets.

Statistics Office data indicates that 

Slovenians’ thriftiness peaked 10 years 
ago, in 2007, when they set aside as much 
as 16 percent of their disposable income. 
Savings started falling and hit bottom in 
2012 before turning around again in 2013 
to reach 12.8 percent in 2016.

There are substantial differences 
between households. While the poorest 
households must borrow money to get 
through a month, the other side of the 
table, the richest households, set aside up 
to 40 percent of their disposable income.

Karmen Hren, the deputy director 
general of the Statistics Office, estimated 
that “All the others are somewhere in 
between: they don’t save much, but they 
don’t have to take out loans to cover day-
to-day expenses.” Hren also noted that 
Slovenians put aside money “to secure 
our financial safety and independence.” 
According to statistics, Slovenians are 
saving money to be used later, mainly 
for major purchases and investments, as 
well as for unforeseen expenses, old age 
and their children.

Slovenians’ thriftiness is also cor-
roborated by their indebtedness: despite 
favorable financial conditions, the total 
debt of households has persisted at 
around EUR 13 billion ($15 billion) for 
the past three years.

A new bill proposed for 
the Lipica Stud Farm 
LjUBLjANA (STA) — The Slovenian 
Economy Ministry has unveiled a pro-
posal to overhaul the Lipica Stud Farm 
Act, under which the area of the stud farm, 
famous for breeding Lipizzaner horses, 
would become a monument of national 
importance and would be managed by a 
state-owned holding company.

According to representatives at the 
Economy Ministry, the bill places greater 
focus on “the essence, or the basis, of 
the entire Lipica; that is, the Lipizzaner 
horse.” Ministry officials argued that 
the existing legislation dealing with the 
stud farm was unstructured, deficient 
and unclear.

The bill redefines the status and man-
agement of the protected area – a 311 
hectare (770 acre) Karst estate featuring 
a herd of the famous white horses – as 
well as the estate’s cultural heritage. 
In addition to the stud farm becoming 
a monument of national importance, 
the traditional Lipizzaner breeding and 
training would be listed as intangible 
heritage of national importance.

The bill would also establish the 
Lipica Stud Farm as a public institution 
to be reincorporated as the Lipica Stud 
Farm Holding, which would be wholly 
owned by the state. The holding will 
establish subsidiaries, including a com-
pany managing the stud farm as a public 
service. The holding will be required to 
retain a 100 percent stake in the company.

The bill also calls for a for-profit 
tourism company, Turizem Lipica, in 
which it will have to retain a controlling 
stake. The Lipica Stud Farm Holding will 
receive EUR 10 million ($11.6 million) 
in working capital, an administrative 
unit, and a six-member supervisory 
board, while the government will serve 
as the holding’s general assembly. The 
administration will be required to draft 
five-year plans for managing the area.

The bill allows six months for the 
public institution to be reincorporated 
as the Lipica Stud Farm Holding, which 
will in turn have three months to establish 
the public service company.

Slovenian VW owners 
join the class-action suit
LjUBLjANA (STA) — The Consumer 
Association in Slovenia announced in 
late October that it would join a class 
action suit against Volkswagen on be-
half of car owners whose models were 
equipped with emissions manipulation 
software. To date, nearly 2,000 Slovenian 
owners have joined the suit, and more are 
expected in the coming weeks.

According to a press release from the 
Consumer Association, “Slovenian car 
owners responded in great numbers.” 
Apart from the nearly 2,000 Volkswa-
gen owners who have joined the group, 
many more are in the process of filling 
in the forms, which must be submitted 
by mid-December.

The effort is funded by Burford 
German Funding. The financial fund 
made it a condition that at least 1,000 
Volkswagen owners in Slovenia join the 

class action suit.
Spokesmen from the Consumer As-

sociation said that Volkswagen owners 
have nothing to lose. If the class action 
suit is successful, each Volkswagen 
owner in Slovenia will relinquish up to 
35 percent of their compensation award 
to fund the suit. If the class action suit is 
unsuccessful, the owners face no finan-
cial obligations.

In 2021, Slovenia to host 
Europe’s best choruses
LjUBLjANA (STA) — Slovenia will 
host the 2021 Europa Cantat Festival, the 
biggest event of European choral groups, 
which is organized every three years in 
a European city by the European Choral 
Organization.

The Ljubljana candidacy was orga-
nized by the Public Fund for Cultural 
Activities (JSKD), which will help run 
the festival, along with the Ljubljana 
municipality.

The bid to host the 2021 Europa 
Cantat Festival, submitted as Slovenian 
choirs continue to excel in the inter-
national arena, enjoyed strong support 
from the government, which had already 
earmarked the funding required for the 
project.

Katarina Culiberg, a spokesperson at 
the Slovenian Culture Ministry, told the 
press on Tuesday that the event would 
help strengthen cultural tourism and 
boost Slovenia’s visibility on the global 
choral map.

Slovenia has hosted some major 
choral events in the past, including the 
European Symposium on Choral Music 
in 1995. Maribor is among the six cities 
that takes a turn at hosting the European 
Grand Prix in Choral Singing.

JSKD director Marko Repnik ex-
plained that the event usually features 
somewhere between 3,000 and 4,000 
singers from around the world, more 
than 100 performances (many of which 
are held outdoors), as well as workshops 
featuring acclaimed artists. Repnik said 
the Europa Cantat Festival would be a 
chance for Slovenia to present its culture, 
which had a strong amateur segment 
that was among the strongest in choral 
performance.

It is expected that the number of per-
formers will be, at the very least, matched 
by the number of visitors, including tour-
ists whose numbers in Ljubljana have 
been rising fast in recent years.

Excavations in Ljubljana 
uncover a sarcophagus
LjUBLjANA (STA) — A well-pre-
served sarcophagus was uncovered in 
the center of Ljubljana in late October, 
attracting the attention of the media 
as well as passers-by. Archaeologists 
stumbled upon the tomb during major 
reconstruction work to Gosposvetska St.

Archaeologist Martin Horvat, rep-
resenting the Ljubljana Museums and 
Galleries (MGML), said that a total of 
seven sarcophagi had been found during 
the work. Under the watchful eyes of 
numerous bystanders and photographers, 
the fourth-century sarcophagus was 
opened by a small earthmover, revealing 
a skeleton, but no other items inside.

Horvat, who heads the excavation 
work, explained that the sarcophagus was 
from the period when Christianity was 
dominant in the area, which means that 
the custom of putting items alongside the 
deceased had already been abandoned. 
“Prior to that time, the deceased were 
laid to rest with food, drink, money and 
their favorite or most precious items,” 
he added.

The remaining sarcophagi that were 
found the street work were badly dam-
aged, if not completely destroyed.

Horvat believes there had been around 
20 or more sarcophagi buried under 
Gosposvetska St., some of which were 
likely destroyed during the installation 
of waterlines in 1948.

According to him, Gosposvetska St. 
is very interesting for archaeologists; 
centuries ago, the location was once 
the juncture of two main north-bound 
streets. In Roman times, cemeteries were 
located along the roads leading into the 
city. “Everybody who was coming to 
the city first met the world of the dead 
before entering the city of the living,” 
Horvat said .He added that a grave with 
a skeleton was interesting to anthropolo-
gists because they can analyze bones to 
determine both how the deceased lived 
and how they died.

The articles comprising this feature have been 
reprinted with permission from the Slovenian 
Press Agency (STA).

Scientists have been studying several species of 
animals that have the potential to be immortal 
because they have qualities that could allow them 

to live forever. Turtles, for instance, have been known to 
live for centuries, and research has found that their organs 
don’t seem to break down over time. bowhead whales 
are the oldest living mammal, the oldest having lived 211 
years. But my favorite is a tiny jellyfish that has found a 
way to cheat death by actually reversing its aging process 
and transforming its cells into a younger state. We need 
to bottle that!

Unfortunately, science has not found a way to keep 
humans living as long as a turtle or a jellyfish, and certainly 
not indefinitely – but you couldn’t prove that by our behavior. 
We seem to think we’re going to live forever, and we don’t 
think it’s necessary to heed the doctor’s warnings. We eat 
unhealthy diets, tan our skin until it’s crisp and continue 
to smoke like chimneys. We drive fast cars, bungee jump 
from cliffs and swim amongst the sharks. We take a lot of 
chances with our health and our life, and all the while we 
still seem to think that we’ll live forever.

It’s great to feel invincible, but let’s face it; it isn’t realistic. 
We’re not as fortunate as the jellyfish who is swimming 
through the sea getting younger. Eventually, even the 
most indestructible among us must admit to the fact that 
life is finite. And it’s because we’re not immortal that life 
insurance was created.

SnPJ has life insurance products for every age and 
phase of your life. We have life insurance for the very young 
and the very old. We have term insurance that is meant 
to cover you during the high-debt years when you need 
temporary coverage. And we have permanent insurance 
that covers you to the very end.  

SnPJ Security Whole Life is a permanent plan designed 
for older individuals ages 40 to 85 who, because of health 
issues, may not qualify for our standard whole life plan. 
It’s the ideal plan for covering final expenses, and it can 
be issued for any amount between $2,000 and $25,000. 
There is no medical exam required for this policy, but there 
are medical questions to answer.

For many of us, it takes a health issue to make us real-
ize that we’re not invincible or immortal. SnPJ makes life 
insurance coverage available and affordable for just about 
everyone, even those in not-so-perfect health. Call your 
local agent, Lodge secretary or the SnPJ 
Home Office for a quote today.

• Thought for the Month — The only 
thing wrong with immortality is that it 
tends to go on forever.

Herb Caen

Immortality
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PROSVETA Crossword
Holiday Movies (#1217) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. Group of pupils
6. Fossil fuel
9. Dust arachnid
13. Abdominal muscle, pl.
14. Grass bristle
15. Like a ballerina
16. Deflect
17. *She played wife 
 and mom in 21 Across
18. Lazybones
19. *It happened on 34th Street
21. *nicholas Cage’s
 “The _____ Man”
23. Wednesday’s child issue?
24. Mouthful, swallowed
25. ____ Francisco
28. ____ Verde national Park
30. Adorn the halls with holly, e.g.
35. Singer Tori
37. Jailbird’s home
39. Tax of one tenth
40. Popular e-reader
41. DnA half
43. Inmate’s weapon
44. Loose-fitting top
46. “____ and sound”
47. Performed alone, pl.
48. Madison Square Garden
 and STAPLES Center, e.g.
50. Snouts or beaks

52. *“____ Takes a Holiday” with 
 basil Rathbone (1930)
53. Inoffensive manner
55. Long time
57. *Jim Carrey’s green grump
60. *Holiday movie time traveler
64. Courtroom excuse
65. bo Peep’s follower
67. bus commuter
68. Object of Tiny Tim’s affection
69. Corn piece
70. Twig of a willow tree
71. Aquatic snakes
72. Pastrami partner
73. Proceeds
DOWN
1. Pack like sardines
2. Denim innovator
3. Maple, to a botanist
4. Scarecrow stuffing
5. “The Goldbergs,” e.g.
6. Arc de Triomphe, e.g.
7. Leave speechless
8. big mess
9. between mini and maxi
10. Short for “it will”
11. He plus she
12. “Ever” to a poet
15. Marine gastropod
20. Olden day blood-drawing 
 equipment

22. Priest’s vestment
24. Like a knight in shining armor?
25. *billy bob Thorton’s was bad
26. Love, to napoleon & Josephine
27. nobody
29. ____ Candies, chocolatier
31. Treat without respect
32. ____ vs. pathos
33. Popular cook-off dish
34. *“Home Alone main character”
36. *Jim Carrey’s was green 
 when he stole Christmas
38. *It’s wonderful?
42. Three-masted vessel
45. Tabby’s favorite herb
49. Pollen ____
51. Feeling at a funeral
54. Holiday feeling
56. Hustle and bustle sound
57. Tar to feathers
58. Tiny river
59. Wading bird
60. Dried up
61. norse deity
62. Turned to the right
63. Makes mistakes
64. Gobbled up
66. *“Jingle All the ____”

The solution to puzzle #1217 will 
run in the Jan. 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media
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by KATHy PAULEnICH (776)
SnPJ Heritage Center Committee

BOROUGH OF SNPj, Pa. — On 
behalf of the SNPJ Slovenian Heritage 
Center, I’d like to thank the family and 
friends of Bro. William J. Strnisha Sr. 
(617) for honoring his memory with 
monetary donations to the Heritage 

Center in lieu of flowers. Bro. Strnisha 
passed away July 27, 2017.

In a note I received from William’s 
daughter, Linda Strnisha O’Brien, she 
wrote that her father was a lifetime 
member of the Lodge and looked 
forward to Slovenefest every sum-
mer. Throughout the years he shared 

stories and memories with his children 
and grandchildren. They celebrated 
where they came from through family 
recipes, music and traditions. He was 
proud to be Slovenian. Na svidenje, 
Bro. Strnisha!

On a lighter note, I want to thank 
SNPJ for 50 years of beautiful experi-

ences and memories as I celebrated 
my membership anniversary. I can’t 
believe it’s been 50 years! I have been 
involved at the SNPJ Recreation for 
all those years, having served on the 
SNPJ Recreation Center Committee 
and now in my 17th year on the SNPJ 
Slovenian Heritage Center Com-

mittee. I also helped the Miss SNPJ 
Pageant Committee for a few years 
before volunteering as a member of 
the Slovenefest Committee. It has 
always been about celebrating my 
Slovenian heritage; I love the music, 
food and traditions.

Happy holidays to all!

SNPJ Heritage Center thankful for generous memorial donations

Badger Jabber
by bOb SMOLE 

Lodge 584

MILWAUKEE — At the time of this 
writing, Thanksgiving is just a few 
weeks away and I can already smell 
the turkey roasting in the oven! The 
anticipation for this fantastic family 
gathering and dinner is excitedly 
awaited each year. Roasted turkey, 
gravy, stuffing, sweet potatoes, 
mashed potatoes, cranberries, fresh 
baked biscuits and all the fixings, fol-
lowed by pumpkin pie, pecan pie and 
potica for dessert. This kind of a meal 
certainly requires a “belt loosening” 
afterward. Thanksgiving is one of my 
favorite family meal get-togethers, 
and I hope everyone enjoyed their 
time together.

The Badger Lodge 584 regular 
monthly meeting was held Thursday, 
Nov. 9. The meeting started promptly 
at 7 p.m. and all officers were present 
with the exception of Vice President 
Don Lesar. President Tim Donovan 
asked for a moment of silence in 
memory of deceased member Bro. 
Mike Ruppe. The reading of the pre-
vious meeting’s minutes were read 
and accepted, as was the secretary/
treasurer’s report presented by Bro. 
Jeff Mlaker.

President Donovan read a letter 
from the SNPJ Home Office regard-
ing delegate elections for the SNPJ 
Quadrennial Convention to be held in 
August 2018. A discussion followed 
and a motion was made to place the 
communication on file.

A discussion was held regarding 
monthly Lodge meeting attendance 
via conference call. No action was 
taken.

Bro. Smole informed the Lodge of 
an issue regarding liability insurance 
required by Mary Queen of Heaven 
to rent their facility for our meetings. 
We had been covered under an um-
brella with the USPEH organization; 
however, since the retirement of the 
agent, the new agent indicated that 
the policy was not renewed. I checked 
with SNPJ National President Joseph 
Evanish and National Secretary Karen 
Pintar, and I am still awaiting direc-
tion from them. In the interim, I was 
able to find an old policy number from 
the USPEH coverage and contacted 
the agent again. I was able to verify 
that the policy was renewed and we 
were covered.

Bro. Smole made a motion to hold 
our annual Lodge Christmas party 
during the Dec. 14 meeting. The 
motion was seconded and approved. 
President Donovan informed the 
membership that the Dec. 14 meet-
ing would be our annual meeting and 

would include the election of officers; 
a review of our Lodge bylaws with 
changes, if needed; and a discussion 
regarding our meeting site, dates 
and times.

On the Lodge 584 sick list is Bro. 
Don Wene, who is reportedly in the 
hospital with congestive heart failure. 
Our thoughts and prayers go out to 
Bro. Wene in hopes for a quick and 
complete recovery. Bro. Mike Maren 
was said to have had some surgery and 
is now recuperating. We wish him a 
speedy return to normal activity.

The monthly attendance award 
went to Sis. Lillian Hartman, who was 
celebrating her 90th birthday. Also 
celebrating was Sis. Jan Gehm, who 
turned 68. They were acknowledged 
with the traditional birthday song. 
Congratulations to the celebrants! 
No other business was brought before 
the membership, so the meeting was 
officially adjourned. The usual coffee 
and desserts followed.

Now that our Thanksgiving din-
ners have digested, it’s time to start 
getting into the Christmas mood. The 
USPEH Slovenian Singing Chorus 
is hosting their annual free Christ-
mas sing-along Wednesday, Dec. 
6. Everyone is invited to join in the 
singing that will help put you into the 
Christmas spirit. Bro. Grant Kozera 
and his accordion will be on hand to 
provide the musical accompaniment.

The sing-along will take place 
at the VFW Todd Post on 92nd and 
Beloit Road from 6 to 8 p.m. Orga-
nizer Jackie Smith informed me that 
the USPEH Chorus will be providing 
coffee and dessert for your enjoyment, 
and hopes that you will come out 
and prepare for the coming festive 
Christmas season. All of your favorite 
Christmas songs, both in Slovenian 
and English, will be sung. Make sure 
that you mark your calendar; it’s only 
a few days away, so don’t forget! This 
free event, presented and paid for by 
the USPEH Slovenian Chorus, will 
take place Wednesday, Dec. 6, at the 
VFW Post , 92nd and W. Beloit Road, 
from 6 to 8 p.m. An evening of fun, 
singing, food and drink for absolutely 
nothing – you can’t beat that! 

As previously mentioned, Badger 
Lodge 584 will be hosting its annual 
Christmas potluck dinner prior to the 
regular monthly meeting on Thursday, 
Dec. 14. The potluck will begin at 6 
p.m. followed by the regular Badger 
Lodge monthly meeting at 7. After the 
meeting, we will resume eating and 
conduct our gift exchange. If you bring 
a gift to exchange, you will receive a 
gift; please do not take one if you do 
not bring one. Gifts should be limited 
to $20. The Lodge will also purchase 
four gift certificates as Christmas gifts 
to be distributed.

Sis. Mary Donovan has agreed to 

coordinate the food so that we don’t 
end up with 16 chocolate cakes for 
dinner. Please give Sis. Donovan a 
call at (414) 405-0532 and let her 
know what you plan to contribute. 
This would help immensely, and we 
thank you. Come on out and partake 
in the festive dinner, contribute to our 
Lodge meeting and have a great time 
getting into the Christmas holiday 
mood all in one evening.

I will once again be accepting any 
and all donations to the Wisconsin 
Breast Cancer Showhouse. In the past, 
the Smole family created a Christ-
mas wonderland in memory of our 
daughter, Donna, who passed away 
from breast cancer at 37. Although our 
family no longer creates this wonder-
land, we continue to raise funds for 
breast and prostate cancer research. 
If anyone wishes to contribute, please 
make your tax-deductible check pay-
able to “WBCS” and send it to me at 
11445 N. Glenwood Dr., Mequon, WI 
53097-3115. I will make sure it gets 
to the right place. Thank you all for 
you continued support.  

Lastly, I want to wish everyone a 
very merry Christmas and a healthy, 
happy and prosperous New Year. May 
we enjoy the coming year with all the 
expectations we dream about for a 
wonderful life (hmm, a good movie 
title). Merry Christmas to all, and to 
all a good night!

2018 TEL WORKSHOP
FROM PAGE 1 

their name is on that form. Be sure to 
also provide your e-mail address as 
correspondence about the workshop 
will be handled electronically as often 
as possible.

Once the election forms are re-
ceived by the Fraternal Department, 
all delegates will receive an introduc-
tory packet via e-mail. In this packet, 
there will be a general information 
sheet about the TEL Workshop, a 
tentative agenda for the weekend and 
a TEL Delegate Registration Form. 
This form must be completed by the 
delegate and returned to the Fraternal 
Department no later than May 16, 
2018. This completes the registration 
process. All delegates must turn in 
a form by the deadline date or they 
may be replaced by an alternate or 
surrogate delegate.

We look forward to seeing our teen-
age members at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center in July!

The SNPJ 
TEL Workshop 
returning to the 
summer schedule 
in July 2018

A fond farewell to another 
SNPJ Trailer Court season

by TAWnyA SPOHARSKI (6)
SnPJ Trailer Court Civic Association

BOROUGH OF SNPj, Pa. — We had another fabulous summer at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center. New friends were welcomed and new memories 
were made. It’s hard to believe that the season is over. We look forward to it 
every year, enjoying every moment we’re there and hating to close up when 
the time comes. And unfortunately, it’s closing time.

Looking back on this past year, we’ve had many good times. So much 
fun was shared between friends, family and the SNPJ community through 
balina tournaments, parties and time spent together. We all remember that 
moment when you bring a friend to the Rec Center and they see the beauty 
of everything we are. 

Memories were made from random get-togethers (“I'm cooking lamb, 
bring food... we’ll see you at the dorm!”), the installation of the new disc 
golf course (we all need light-up discs for nighttime golf), and “Stainless 
Eddie’s” beautiful new trailer (congrats to an original Trailer Court As-
sociation member!) And if you ever need help with your awning/skirting/
water line, someone is always there! Many things happen at the Rec Center 
each and every year, and the SNPJ Trailer Court Association is always in 
support of making our experiences there better and better.

The Trailer Court Association ended the season with a fantastic fall trib-
ute party. It was nice to see so many of you in attendance! Food cooked by 
Bryan and side dishes supplied by our members started off our night. With 
full stomachs, we moved on to prizes. We held a Chinese auction for the 
first time, and we’d like to thank everyone who donated baskets. We hope to 
continue holding these types of drawings at future parties. Contact a board 
member if you’d like to donate a basket for future events. Congratulations 
to all the winners!

We also gave away a lottery tree. Congratulations to Jack. Keep that 
mower going; we hope you won big! We also pulled the winner of free pad 
fees for 2018. Congratulations to Terri and Marlene! We plan to continue 
this drawing next year as well.

The SnPJ Trailer Court Civic Association closing party paid tribute to fall 
and offered the promise of an exciting new season starting in the spring 
of 2018.

The closing party karaoke started off slow, but after a while we couldn’t 
keep the microphone out of anyone’s hands! So many of you joined us on 
stage to sing and have fun. Thanks to Kevin and Glenn for spinning the 
tunes well beyond our planned time. 

That’s what we’re all about, enjoying our time at the Rec Center and 
enjoying the heritage that is SNPJ. Take a moment to check out the pictures 
from this fun event that are posted on the bulletin board in the entryway of 
the Gostilna as well as on our Facebook page.

With saddened hearts, we’ve all closed our trailers for the season, but I 
refuse to say goodbye. We plan on visiting this winter to sled ride down those 
awesome hills, and I hope many of you join us to do the same! Nevertheless, 
farewell to another year of the fun at the Rec Center and the special SNPJ 
fraternalism that we all hold so dear.

On a final note, we bid a special goodbye to our dear friend Frank 
Mavrich. He will forever hold a special place in our hearts... and always a 
chair at the Tiki Bar.

Until we meet again, my SNPJ friends!
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REGULAR: ACTIVITY (JOSEPH C. UMECK): ACADEMIC:
• Member for at least 2 years • Member for at least 2 years • Member for at least 2 years
• $5,000 permanent insurance • $5,000 permanent insurance • $5,000 permanent insurance
 ($2,000 if purchased prior to 1996)  ($2,000 if purchased prior to 1996)  ($2,000 if purchased prior to 1996)
• 1040 Tax Form (income level not to exceed • Extensive SNPJ Activity* • Maintain 3.2 GPA (out of 4.0) or above
 $20,000 per dependent/per family) • Maintain 2.5 GPA (out of 4.0) or above • Age 30 or under
• Maintain 2.5 GPA (out of 4.0) or above • Age 30 or under • Annual SNPJ-Approved Activity
• Annual SNPJ-Approved Activity

  Full-Time Student Part-Time Student
  • Attend school as a full-time student • Attend school as a part-time student
  • Minimum of 12 credit hours/semester • Must declare a major (six to 11 credit hours/semester)

SNPJ Scholarship Award Program
A potential benefit of $3,200 for Society members

APPLICATION PROCESS:
1. Carefully review all SnPJ scholarship requirements.

2. Select the scholarship type for which you qualify.

3. Complete the scholarship application and deliver to 
your Lodge secretary for signatures.

4. Return the signed application, along with the follow-
ing items, to the SNPJ Home Office by the August 
1st deadline:

• Copy of your last grade report or transcript (Tran-
scripts do not have to be originals, but must show 
student name, semester, GPA, and number of credit 
hours completed).

• Short essay about fraternalism, the principles of SNPJ, 
and how they work in our Society and its Lodges.

• Brief history of your life, high school accomplishments, 
past awards and achievements, and college plans.

• Copies of your parents’ and your 1040 tax forms for 
the previous year (if applying for the SnPJ Regular 
Scholarship).

• Copy of the Lodge secretary’s letter (if applying for 
the SnPJ Activity Scholarship).

Please make sure all of the applicable items listed above 
are included when mailing your application. Failure to 
provide all required information at one time may result 
in denial of your application.

SNPJ Approved Activity: Participation at social and athletic events, attend the SnPJ young Adult Conference, attendance or service at meetings and conferences, 
attend or volunteer at special Lodge events, write an article to be published in The Voice of Youth or PROSVETA, enter the Miss SnPJ Pageant (eligible females only), 
participate in an SNPJ athletic tournament (bowling, golf, balina, bean bag toss, etc.), help organize a youth activity at your Lodge, hold an office in your Lodge, work 
as a counselor for youth Roundup (must be interviewed and selected by Fraternal Department), volunteer to work during Slovenefest at the SnPJ Recreation Center, 

participate in an SnPJ organized activity, perform community service on behalf of SnPJ (must be approved by Fraternal Department), recommend a new member to SnPJ.

TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: All requirements MUST be satisfied in order to qualify for the following scholarships:

Applications, renewal forms and the SNPJ Scholarship Program brochure are available online at www.snpj.org/membership/scholarships.
Applications for SnPJ Scholarship Awards should be sent to the national President.

APPLICATIOn DEADLInE IS AUGUST 1 of each year. REnEWAL DEADLInE IS FEbRUARy 1 and AUGUST 1. Mail to:
Joseph C. Evanish, National President

SLOVENE NATIONAL BENEFIT SOCIETY Scholarship Committee 
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126-9774

ELIGIBILITY:
To be eligible for an SnPJ 
Scholarship, the student must 
meet the following require-
ments:

• Be an SNPJ member for 
at least two years

• Have a $5,000 minimum 
permanent life insurance 
policy in place ($2,000 if 
purchased prior to January 
1996)

• Enroll as a full-time (at 
least 12 credit hours) or 
part-time (at least 6 credit 
hours) student at an ac-
credited college, university 
or trade school

PAYMENT SCHEDULE:
Full-time Students: Payments of $400 each install-

ment are made twice a year (first installment: 
February/March; second installment: August/
September) totaling $800 per year. Applicants 
will receive payments for not more than eight (8) 
installments which may include graduate school.

Part-Time Students: Payments of $200 each in-
stallment are made twice a year totaling $400 per 
year. Part-time applicants who have declared a 
major shall receive payments equivalent to the 
TOTAL amount the full-time student receives for 
a maximum of 16 semesters.

Selection of students to receive the scholarship 
awards will be based on evidence of the ap-
plicant’s school record, personality, character, 
SnPJ-Approved Activity, the applicant’s need for 
financial aid or academic achievement and on the 
recommendation of the local Lodge of which he/
she is a member.

Official Proceedings
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
Sept. 15, 2017
The meeting was called to order at 10:15 a.m. by President 
Evanish with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
The minutes from the Aug. 9, 2017, meeting were read and 
approved.
Reviewed and discussed the Resolution of Disputes Policy 
which attorney Todd Martin had provided. We will be sending 
this out to the board for review and discussion at the upcoming 
National Board meeting.
Discussed the Recreation Center financials, reviewed events 
held at the Recreation Center over the summer, and reviewed 
the upcoming weddings and other events planned before the 
end of the season.
Reported that the Executive Committee attended the American 
Fraternal Alliance annual meeting Sept. 7-9, 2017.
Reported that the Executive Committee approved National 
Secretary Sis. Karen Pintar to attend the Conemaugh Valley 
Federation banquet on Sept. 24 to honor their 50-, 60-, 70- and 
80-year members.
Discussed board education and plans for the future. Will discuss 
with the board that any bylaw changes will need to be sent in and 
discussed at the March meeting for presentation to the Conven-
tion Bylaws Committee. Reviewed the code of ethics that will be 
given to the board at this meeting for their review and signature.
Approved payment of $600 to the Ohio Fraternal Alliance for 
delegate registration and donations for their annual meeting.
Approved payment of $260 to the Michigan Fraternal Alliance 
for delegate registration for annual meeting.
Approved payment of $182 to the California Fraternal Alliance 
for delegate registration for annual meeting.
Approved payment of $1,700 to the Pennsylvania Fraternal Al-
liance for Executive Committee registration for annual meeting.
Approved a donation of $100 to Pittsburgh Hires Veterans, the 
Pennsylvania Fraternal Alliance 2017 charitable donation project.
Approved a cultural donation in the amount of $200 to the Chicago 
District Federation for hosting a dinner dance.
Approved payment of $160 to the Polka Hall of Fame for a full-
page ad in their program book.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:10 p.m.
JOSEPH C. EVANISH
national President/CEO

KAREN A. PINTAR
national Secretary/COO

Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting
held Aug. 11, 2017, at the SNPJ Home Office, Imperial, Pa.

Report of the Secretary for the period April 1 through June 30, 2017
Purchases:
Trade Date Security Description Coupon Yield Par Value Cost Maturity Date Rating
6/27/2017 Cook County, IL 6.229%  4.250%  $275,000  $338,371  11/15/2034 AA-
05/23/2017 DDR Corp 4.700%  4.720%   500,000  449,085  06/01/2027 BBB-
04/05/2017 Newport Beach CA Rev 7.168%  4.300%   455,000  613,904  07/01/2040 AA+
06/29/2017 Partners Healthcare 6.259%  4.040%   550,000  715,924  07/01/2037 AA-
06/23/2017 Waterbury CT GO Pension 7.089%  4.220%   225,000  278,935  12/01/2038 AA-

Sales or Full Calls:
Disposal Date Security Description Coupon Yield Par Value Consideration Maturity Date Gain/Loss
05/17/2017 BBVA Bancomer SA 6.008%  6.000%  $500,000  $500,000  05/17/2022 $0 
04/05/2017 Astrazeneca PLC 5.900%  5.909%   200,000  203,734  09/15/2017 3,742 
06/15/2017 Perrigo Co 4.000%  4.051%   440,000  472,921  11/15/2023 34,178 
04/17/2017 SBAC 2012-1C A 2.933%  2.933%   435,000  435,000  12/15/2017 0 
04/10/2017 CVS Drug 8.353%  8.353%   3,045  3,045  07/10/2031 0

ROBERT J. LAWRENCE
Secretary, Finance Committee

The meeting was called to order at 10 a.m. by 
Chairman Clifford with Brothers Anderson and 
Hervol joining by teleconference, and Brothers 
Evanish and Lawrence in attendance.
A motion was made by Bro. Anderson, second 
by Bro. Hervol, to approve the minutes of the 
April 28, 2017, meeting. Motion approved.
A motion was made by Bro. Anderson, second 
by Bro. Hervol, to approve the secretary’s 
(National Treasurer’s) report of bond purchases 
and disposals for the second quarter of 2017. 
Motion approved.

Reviewed the portfolio and transactions for 
the period.
Joined by phone conference at 10:15 a.m. with 
Wellington Management Company representa-
tives Marc Mercurio and Liz Kleinerman.
Discussion and questions on capital markets 
review by Liz Kleinerman.
The committee reviewed portfolio perfor-
mance, outlook and strategy, and compliance 
issues; and discussed current portfolio duration 
target, S&P BBB credit limits, and Risk Based 
Capital proposed changes.

The committee thanked the Wellington repre-
sentatives for the presentation and ended the 
phone conference at 11:05 a.m.
Discussion on the report to the National Board.  
Motion by Bro. Evanish, second by Bro. Hervol, 
to approve the report. Motion approved.
The next meeting will be held Friday, Oct. 27, 
2017, at 10 a.m.
Motion to adjourn at 11:20 a.m. by Bro. Hervol, 
second by Bro. Anderson. Motion approved.
ROGER C. CLIFFORD
Chairman

ROBERT J. LAWRENCE
Secretary

by PAULInE bARbISH 
Lodge 53 President

CLEVELAND — V Boj 
Lodge 53 is still involved in 
numerous activities. Here is a 
short overview from January 
to date.

On May 9, Lodge 53 hon-
ored our mothers, grandmoth-
ers and godmothers with a 
pre-Mother’s Day luncheon 
held at Dubrovnik Gardens. 

A full year of activity closes with holiday wishes from V Boj Lodge 53
It was well attended and the 
food was delicious, as usual. 
Lodge 53 Secretary Martha 
Meglich supplied the dessert. 
All of the honorees received a 
beautiful variegated long stem 
rose. Maybe we’ll do this again 
next year...

Our annual summer picnic, 
held July 16, was a success 
with nice weather and a good 
turnout. Of course, the Jeff 

Pecon Band, along with guest 
accordionists Joey Miskulin 
and Fred Kuhar, made it even 
better. Thanks to all who at-
tended, and let’s not forget the 
Lodge volunteers who helped 
in the kitchen, bar, etc. We 
thanked these volunteers with 
an appreciation dinner that was 
held at Dubrovnik Gardens on 
Oct. 15. It was an enjoyable 
afternoon.

A few times a year we visit 
the Slovene Home for the Aged 
to assist the residents while 
they play bingo. It’s fun for the 
residents and rewarding to our 
Lodge members. It would be 
nice if more of our members 
would get involved in this 
afternoon activity. You will 
raise the residents’ spirits as 
well as your own. Call me at 
(440) 944-9139 or Martha at 
(440) 884-5043 if you care to 

participate.
By now, I’m sure you’ve 

heard that the Slovenian Work-
man’s Home on Waterloo 
Road has been sold. In the 
main ballroom of the home 
hung three paintings which 
were commissioned by Ray 
and Emmy Durn and Florence 
and Clifford Allen in memory 
of their parents, Joseph and 
Mary Durn. The paintings 
were created in 1992 by local 
Slovenian artists.

In keeping with the Slove-
nian culture, a decision was 
made to donate these three oil 
paintings to well-established 
Slovenian organizations. The 
painting “Ohcet” (a wed-
ding celebration) by Mildred 
Hoegler was presented to SNPJ 
Recreation Center Director 
Tim Jergel. The painting “Vas 
Cerkev” (a village church) by 

Justine Skok was presented to 
Jeff Sas at the Slovene Home 
for the Aged. The third paint-
ing, “Peč” (men sitting around 
a table near a stove) by Enika 
Zulic, was presented to AMLA 
President Jim Percic.

The Durns were AMLA 
members and were extremely 
active members of SNPJ Lodge 
53. Joseph and Mary both 

served as Lodge secretary for 
many years. The family was 
well-connected to the Water-
loo Hall, North Collinwood 
neighborhood and Cleveland’s 
Slovenian community.

As we close 2017, V Boj 
Lodge 53 sends best wishes 
to everyone for a very merry 
Christmas and a happy, healthy 
New Year.

Lodge 53 President PAULINE BARBISH [right] and Secretary 
MARTHA MEGLICH presented a Slovenian painting to SnPJ 
Recreation Center Director TIM JERGEL for display.
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Important figures to consider...
29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

1-800-843-7675

!
If your coverage is over 5 years old,

contact SNPJ for a policy review.

V DRAG IN LJUBEČ SPOMIN
mojemu dragemu možu

STANLEY W. SOMMERS

NeizmerNo hvaležNa iN žalostNa žeNa Jožefa iN ostali.

Ostra temna črta je zarezala v 
življenje, da je postala pokrajina 

bolečine in žalosti. Stojim nema in 
brez moči, da bi stopila onstran, 

kamor je odšel moj najdražji.

Nobena beseda nas ne more 
več združiti. Le misel, da je 

bilo z njim nekoč lepo, me naj 
pomaga tolažiti. Ostal mi bo 
v lepem in trajnem spominu.

SNPJ fraternal sympathies

DEATHS REPORTED
For the month of September 2017
   DATE OF
LODGE NAME DEATH CITY-STATE
 A01 Shirley Martinelli 06-11-2017 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 A01 Ella C. Ankowski 02-13-2017 Ambridge, Pa.
 A02 William J. Rastetter 08-17-2017 Baden, Pa.
 2 Jean Lipinski 01-15-2017 Depue, Ill.
 5 John H. Medvesek 07-30-2017 Euclid, Ohio
 6 Mary J. Rees 05-18-2017 Bridgeville, Pa.
 87 Margaret J. Puklavec 07-25-2017 Coalport, Pa.
 87 Frank J. Jerina 08-07-2016 Irwin, Pa.
 87 Mike G. Sudaric 09-09-2017 N. Huntingdon, Pa.
 87 Daryl Mae Risker 09-05-2017 West Newton, Pa.
 87 Richard M. Smith 06-16-2016 Zanesville, Ohio
 106 Kimberly A. Evans 08-27-2017 Imperial, Pa.
 107 Ann M. Kazman 07-24-2016 Granite City, Ill.
 117 Modestine Grkman 07-28-2017 Crabtree, Pa.
 138 Robert H. Laurine 08-17-2017 White Plains, Md.
 138 Donald J. Smerdel 08-08-2017 Houston, Pa.
 138 John W. Verhovnik 07-22-2013 Upper Saddle River, N.J.
 153 Christine M. Crnic 07-23-2017 Niles, Ohio
 158 Irene C. Uchelvich 08-15-2017 Willoughby Hills, Ohio
 158 Albert V. Peterson 06-28-2017 Avon Lake, Ohio
 158 Marcia A. Erbeck 07-03-2017 Port St. Lucie, Fla.
 225 Matthew Avcin Jr. 08-16-2017 Harrisburg, Pa.
 254 Sylvia Lesnak Skerl 08-21-2017 Virginia Beach, Va.
 257 Carole Emery 06-10-2017 Brecksville, Ohio
 265 Keith T. Snedeker 08-22-2017 Hickory, Pa.
 355 Joseph L. Reho Sr. 08-26-2017 Fairport Harbor, Ohio
 459 Joseph F. Perisa 05-31-2016 Howell, Mich.
 518 Frank J. Tehovnik 08-18-2017 Dearborn, Mich.
 584 Antonette P. Needham 12-26-2012 Milwaukee, Wis.
 584 Anne F. Stupar 08-17-2017 Waukegan, Ill.
 603 James C. Owens 08-02-2017 Tallahassee, Fla.
 617 William J. Strnisha Sr. 07-27-2017 Washington, Pa.
 626 Catherine A. Stroh 08-19-2017 N. Lawrence, Ohio
 677 Robert E. Meyers 08-30-2017 Roseville, Mich.
 686 Rudy E. Janes 07-11-2017 Ashland, Wis.
 715 Louis E. Kobal 06-02-2017 Oakmont, Pa.
 715 Rose M. Fazi 09-10-2017 Cheswick, Pa.
 729 Lillian C. Tony 08-22-2017 Bentleyville, Pa.
 749 Ann Grabusnik 11-21-2013 Johnstown, Pa.
 776 Grace M. Hurbanek 08-20-2017 Beaver Falls, Pa.
 781 Michael R. Evanson 08-20-2017 Struthers, Ohio
 782 Gary L. Pitzer 08-16-2017 New Castle, Pa.

KAREN A. PINTAR
national Secretary/COO

SNPJ Crossword
THAnKSGIVInG (#1117) solution

Sadly missed by daughter Marion (Zornik) and Ermando Volpe; son Rudy and Marlene; 
grandchildren Erik, Todd, Lisa, Tony and John; great-grandchildren Justin, Daniel, Jacob, 
Paul Jr., Anthony Ermando and Joseph; and relatives in Slovenia and the United States.

In LovIng MeMory of Dear Parents anD granDParents

You are both forever
in our hearts.

John 
Zornik

d. 1971

Agnes 
Zornik
d. 1994

DetroIt, MIch.

Sonia M. Dezelon
Oct. 5, 1937 - Nov. 8, 2016

JaMeS R. Dezelon
Dec. 18, 1933 - June 26, 2016

loDge 158 loyaliteS
Euclid, Ohio

Missed by loving family, relatives and friends.

sis. aNgie Briski
• Lodge 371 •

CLE ELUM, Wash. — The  
members of Lodge 371 sadly 
announce the Sept. 26, 2017, 
passing of Sis. Angie Briski, 
90, of Ronald, Wash. She was 
a 71-year SNPJ member and 
a longtime Lodge 371 officer.

Sis. Briski was born Jan. 25, 
1927, the daughter of Slovenian 
immigrants Anton and An-
gela Mrak. She was a lifelong 

resident of Ronald, attending 
Ronald School through eighth 
grade and graduating from Cle 
Elum High School in 1944.

Angie married Marko Bris-
ki Jr. in 1949. They enjoyed 
29 years of marriage prior 
to his passing in 1978. From 
this union, Cheryl, Candace 
and Mark were born. Sadly, 
Candace passed away last year. 

Sis. Briski was very proud of 
her Slovenian heritage. She was 
happiest when her home was 

filled with family and friends 
sharing traditional Slovenian 
foods and traditions.  She also 
loved music and dancing to 
her favorite Frankie Yankovic 
polkas.

Angie loved her flower 
garden and spent many hours 
caring for her beautiful yard. 
Her house was the first house as 
you entered the town of Ronald, 
and people would slow down 
and look at her beautiful and 
well-kept garden of colorful 
flowers.

Surviving Sis. Briski are a 
daughter, Cheryl (Greg); a son, 
Mark (Roxanne); two grand-
daughters, Jessica (Derek) and 
Marcie (Chad); a grandson, 
Carson; and four great-grand-
children, Payson, Hadley, Reed 
and Easton.

A celebration of Sis. Briski’s 
life was held Oct. 7. An over-
flow crowd honored the life 
of an amazing woman who 
brought so much joy into the 
world. It was appropriately 
capped off with a meal includ-
ing some of her favorite foods, 
including pigs in a blanket, 
Polish sausage and potica.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 371 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Sis. 
Briski’s family, relatives and 
friends for their loss.

Bro. JohN d. smith
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the Oct. 16, 2017, pass-
ing of Bro. John D. Smith, 
81, of Bentleyville, Pa., in his 
home. He was a 63-year SNPJ 
member.

Bro. Smith was born April 
23, 1936, in Bentleyville, a 
son of the late Thomas Sr. and 
Mary Puskarich Smith. A 1954 
graduate of Bentleyville High 
School, he was employed as a 
bricklayer by Wheeling-Pitts-
burgh Steel, Al lenport Works, 
for 43 years, retiring in 1998.

Surviving are two daugh-
ters, Denise Blackburn (J.K. 
Kennedy) and Robin Smith 
(Michael Salmon); five grand-
children; six great-grandchil-
dren; and several nieces and 
nephews. He was predeceased 
by his wife, Margaret Pizzutelli 
Smith, in 1992; three brothers, 
Thomas Smith Jr., George 
Smith and Frank Smith; and 
two sisters, Katherine Kollar 
and Marjorie Smith.

Following private services, 
interment was held in Bealls-
ville Cemetery, Beallsville, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Smith’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss. 

Bro. FraNk a. mavrich
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
announce a second recent loss 
with the Oct. 18, 2017, passing 
of Bro. Frank Alan “Pigrat” 
Mavrich, 59, of Canonsburg, 
Pa., in Canonsburg Hospital.

Bro. Mavrich was born 
Nov. 10, 1957, a son of the late 
Anthony “Titch” and Mary 
“Mitzi” Mavrich. He was 
a 1975 graduate of Canon-
McMillan High School and a 
2012 graduate of Point Park 
College.

Frank was a lifelong mem-
ber of Lodge 138 in Strabane 
and bowled in the men’s Sun-
day League from age 18 until 
it ended a few years ago. He 
was also an original member 
of the Lodge 138 Merchant’s 
Bowling League.

Pigrat, as many knew him, 
bowled for a number of years 
in the Washington County 
Men’s Travel League, as well 
as countless SNPJ-sponsored 
bowling tournaments, both 
in Strabane and around the 
country. He rolled his first 
300 game at Princess Lanes in 
Castle Shannon, Pa., in 1993, 
and his second at SNPJ Lodge 
138 in 2006.

For more than 10 years he 
served as tournament director 
for the Lodge 138 In-House 
Bowling Tournament and sev-
eral other bowling tournaments 
hosted by the Lodge.

He spent 20 years on the 
SNPJ Lodge 138 House Com-
mittee and was a longtime 
member of the Men’s 200 Club, 
which he emceed for more 
than 20 years. In fact, many 
have commented that the 200 
Club will never be the same 

bro. FRAnK A. MAVRICH (138)

without him. He also formed 
and organized Lou Progar 
Memorial Scholarship Fund 
and the bowling tournament 
that accompanied it.

He had been a member of 
KSKJ St. Jerome Lodge 153 
since 1971.

An accomplished musician, 
Frank played guitar and drums. 
In the 1970s he began playing 
in Silver Sky with the late 
George Suhon, the late Michael 
Bishop and John Harding. He 
was also known to whip out 
a banjo, harmonica, kazoo or 
even the ukulele while with 
friends for an impromptu jam 
session.

He and his wife, the for-
mer Amy Dee Maund, were 
married Oct. 27, 1979. They 
traveled every year for their 
wedding anniversary to Day-
tona Beach, Fla., where they 
had spent their honeymoon. 
During the summer months, 
he and Amy spent their 
weekends at SNPJ Recreation 
Center in Enon Valley, Pa. 
During the days at the camp-
site, he could be found in his 
seat – seriously, he claimed 
it – at the Tiki Bar.

Frank recently returned to 
his former employer, Heyl & 
Patterson Equipment Division 
of the HALL Group, as electri-
cal engineering manager. They 
felt he had “come back home” 
and were thrilled to have him 
back on board, even for the 
short time he had been working 
there. Throughout his career he 
traveled all of the country and 
the world, including Greece, 
South Africa and Columbia, 
and he even got to visit Slovenia 
and Croatia, where his family 
was from.

And in the middle of all of 
that, he once shot a hole-in-one 
at Rolling Green Golf Course 
in Eighty Four, Pa.

Surviving, in addition to his 
wife, are two daughters, Katie 
(James) Green, and Emily 
(Rich) Arrigoni; a grandson, 
James Eli Green (who called 
him Pappy); a brother, Den-
nis (Ellen) Mavrich; and two 
nieces, Catherine and Angela 
Mavrich. Also surviving are 
two aunts, Mildred “Mickey” 
Chesnic and Jennie (Walter) 
Sibert; an uncle, John Skariot; 
and countless cousins.

Funeral services for Bro. 
Mavrich were held Oct. 23 in 
Salandra Funeral and Crema-
tion Services, Inc., Canons-
burg. Interment followed in 
Oak Spring Cemetery, Can-
onsburg.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Mavrich’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

sis. margaret dohaNich
• Lodge 6 •

SYGAN, Pa. — The members 
of Lodge 6 sadly report the 
Oct. 21, 2017, passing of Sis. 
Margaret Ann Dohanich, 83, 
of Cecil, Pa., in Allegheny 
General Hospital, Pittsburgh.

Sis. Dohanich was born 
Sept. 21, 1934, in Bishop, Pa., 

a daughter of the late Joseph 
and Helen Urankar Murgel.

On April 29, 1961, she 
married Paul Dohanich; he 
preceded her in death on Jan. 
7, 1990.

A 64-year SNPJ member, 
Sis. Dohanich was also a 
member of St. Michael Byz-
antine Catholic Church in 
Canonsburg, Pa. She loved to 
cook and bake, and especially 
enjoyed having her family over 
for Friday night get-togethers. 
She cherished many happy 
memories of family vacations 
in Myrtle Beach, S.C.

She is survived by her 
children, Debbie (Randy) Rob-
erts of Cecil, Rick (Tammy) 
Dohanich of Canonsburg, 
and Sandee (Paul) Trozzo of 
McMurray, Pa.; four grandchil-
dren; two great-grandchildren; 
and several nieces and neph-
ews.

In addition to her parents 
and husband, she was preceded 
in death by three brothers, 
Frank, Joseph and John Mur-
gel; and a sister, Mary Ret-
tinger. She was the last of her 
immediate family.

A Great Panachida service 
for Sis. Dohanich was held 
Oct. 26 in Salandra Funeral 
and Cremation Services, Inc., 
Canonsburg. Interment fol-
lowed in St. Patrick Cemetery, 
Canonsburg.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 6 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Dohanich’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

sis. elizaBeth a. strNisa
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report a third recent loss with 
the Oct. 29, 2017, passing of 
Sis. Elizabeth A. Strnisa, 88, 
of Canonsburg, Pa., in North 
Strabane Rehabilitation and 
Wellness Center, Canonsburg.

Sis. Strnisa was born Jan. 
25, 1929, in Muse, Pa., a 
daughter of the late Albert and 
Katherine Bishop Borza. She 
was a graduate of Chartiers-
Houston High School, and 
was employed by Brody’s 
Furniture and RCA in the ac-
counting department until her 
retirement.

In addition to her SNPJ 
membership, she was also a 
faithful member of St. Patrick 
Roman Catholic Church in 
Canonsburg.

On June 21, 1952, she 
married Frank A. Strnisa; he 
preceded her in death on Aug. 
6, 2002.

Surviving are a daughter, 
Joyce M. Kortepeter of Can-
onsburg; three sons, Frank W. 
(Sherry) Strnisa of Burgett-
stown, Pa., Ronald W. (Lori) 
Strnisa of Canonsburg, and 
Christopher (Lisa) Strnisa of 
Clinton, Pa.; a brother, Wil-
liam (Inga) Borza of San Fran-
cisco; a sister, Dolores (Dave) 
McQuaid of Canonsburg; a 
sister-in-law, Alice Borza of 
Oregon; 11 grandchildren; 
five great-grandchildren; and 
several nieces and nephews.

In addition to her husband 
and parents, she was prede-
ceased by a brother, Albert 
Borza.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Strnisa  
on Nov. 2 in St. Patrick Roman 
Catholic Church. Interment 
followed in St. Patrick Cem-
etery, Canonsburg.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Strnisa’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. AnGIE bRISKI (371)

May they always rest in peace.
Sadly missed by Mary Lou (Lipovec) Vidergar; 

Frank, Gretchen, Anna & Ivan Vidergar;
Keith, Lisa (Vidergar) & Mia Lucas.

Frank J. Vidergar
Louis LipoVec

Mary LipoVec gLad
MichaeL gLad

Remembering our dear ones 
during this holiday season and always...

Frank & Mary Vidergar and edith

Always in our thoughts

Frank Joseph Vidergar
March 15, 1935 – Dec. 27, 2007

Ten years have passed
since you left us.

Mary Lou
Frank Jr., Gretchen, Anna & Ivan

Lisa, Keith & Mia

We will always love you.
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After 37 years of hosting “Strudel Day,” an annual strudel 
making event, members of SnPJ Lodges 113, 689 and 757 
in Utah have mastered the four basic steps [top to bottom]:
1. Mix: (JUDY METELKO and Lodge 757 President 
 TONY LESSAR)
2. Peel: (JEAN BOYACK and JODIE SCARTEzINA)
3. Chop: (Lodge 113 President RUDY MEzEK and 
 Lodge 689 President DAVE BABCOCK)
4. Roll: (VANESSA DIMICK, MARCI ULARICH and
 ROBERT DIMICK)

by MARIOn VOLPE
Lodge 564 Secretary/Treasurer

DETROIT — The members of 
Lodge 564 enjoyed a fantastic 
day at Dodge Park in Sterling 
Heights, Mich., with 35 people 
in attendance for our annual 
potluck picnic and Lodge meet-
ing on July 16. This picnic was 
held earlier than usual because 
the park was under renovation, 
but there was sunshine all day 
long, low humidity and not a 
drop of rain in sight.

Attendees brought their 
favorite dishes to share, and 
Lodge 564 provided hot dogs, 
sausages and drinks. We had a 
feast, and as always the desserts 
were delicious!

Our two accordion players, 
Eddie Adamic and Tom Ber-
nik, provided very enjoyable 
entertainment. Ronnie Bernik 
and his wife brought his aunt, 
Angie, who sang some old 
Slovenian tunes. Many park 
visitors even stopped by to lis-

ten in while taking their walks. 
Thanks to those who made 

this picnic possible: Rudy 
Zornik organized the event, 
took care of the liquor license 
and brought the refreshments; 
Tom Hostnik and Ermando 
Volpe reserved the picnic 
area and gathered the tables; 
and Danny Volpe handled the 
cooking again this year, with 
assistance from his grandpa. 

After eating, enjoying the 
music and socializing all after-
noon, we held our Lodge meet-
ing, right before the mosquitoes 
showed up. Tracey Anderson 
(677) sat in on our meeting 
and asked for a donation to the 
CROP Walk for Hunger. This 
is a worthy cause to which we 
donate every year. We voted 
to contribute $100 once again 
this year.

In closing, I would like to 
wish everyone in SNPJland, 
near and far, a happy holiday 
season.

Lodge 564 members enjoyed a fun-filled day during their 
annual picnic held July 16 at Dodge Park.

Lodge 564 shares warm summer picnic memories

UTAH STRUDEL DAY
FROM PAGE 1 

the strudel. As you browse 
each table, you’ll notice 
the slight differences in the 
preparation. Conversations 
about how their mother or 
grandmother did it are com-
mon. Is it better to spread the 
butter on the entire dough 
surface, just half, or on three-
quarters? Similar conversa-
tions can be heard about the 
apples. One must be careful 
not to offend family tradition! 
One thing that’s certain is 
that the warm, sweet result 
is tasty no matter how you 
roll it!

“Strudel Day” has been 
an annual event for 37 years 
in support of the Slovenian 
Picnic held each summer. 
Fathers and grandfathers, 
husbands, wives and every-
one in between joined in the 
fun as we worked, laughed 

and shared stories. The faces 
have changed over the years 
as the older generation has 
passed on, but the tradition 
they started has been car-
ried on by their children 
and grandchildren. It’s an 
opportunity to pass on the 
art of strudel making to our 
youth members.

The strudel is frozen fresh 
until the day of the picnic. 
We are fortunate to have the 
support of our local grocer, 
Lin’s Market, who bakes the 
strudel in their commercial 
bakery ovens. Once the stru-
dels were safe in the freezer 
we enjoyed a lunch which 
included a sample of the deli-
cious strudel. Our members 
look forward to this day each 
year as a time to catch up 
and renew old friendships. 
When the cleanup was done, 
everyone agreed that it was a 
day well spent.

Making strudel a longtime 
tradition for Utah members

The cookbook compiled by the SnPJ 
Heritage Center is available for pur-
chase! For more information, contact 
the SnPJ Recreation Center toll-free 
at 1-877-767-5732.

$20 each
plus $3 s/h for first 2 copies

For 3 or more books,
add $1 shipping for each copy.

name ________________________________________
Address ______________________________________
City/State/Zip __________________________________
Phone ________________ number of copies ________

Return this order form to:
SNPJ Heritage Center • 270 Martin Road • Enon Valley, PA  16120

Cookbook for
the Ages

Make check or money order payable to SNPJ Heritage Center.

by JERRy TROHA
Lodge 581 Secretary/Treasurer

ST. MARYS, Pa. — SNPJ 
Lodge 581 members held a 
quarterly meeting Nov. 12 at 
Wildwoods Bar & Grill in 
St. Marys. Jerry Troha again 
thanked everyone for the effort 
given for the preparation of the 
SNPJ float that was entered in 
St. Marys 175th anniversary 
parade. Our committee was 
pleased with the support from 
Lodge members and local com-
munity sponsors.

Lodge President Marcia 
Klancer Bleggi posted pictures 
of the SNPJ float on our new 
Facebook page for everyone to 
enjoy. You can find our page by 
searching “SNPJ St. Marys, 
PA - Lodge 581” on Facebook.  
The Lodge is hopeful that this 
page opens up another means 
of communication with our 
members.

Our election of officers 
for 2018 was held during the 
November meeting. The fol-
lowing members were elected: 
President Marcia Klancer 
Bleggi, Vice President Pat 
Moore, Secretary/Treasurer 

Lodge 581 officers [from left] Vice President PAT MOORE, 
Auditor JOHN MOORE, President MARCIA KLANCER 
BLEGGI and Secretary/Treasurer JERRY TROHA.

St. Marys Lodge 581 officers ready to serve in 2018
Jerry Troha, and auditors John 
Moore, Janine Laughner and 
Amy Anderson.

Correspondence was read 
from National Secretary Karen 
Pintar addressing SNPJ Home 
Office activities and requests. 
We received the 2018 Miss 
SNPJ calendars from Execu-
tive Assistant Kathy Brown for 
distribution to our members. 
Jerry Troha will send them 
out to interested Lodge 581 
members. We also plan to 
host a Slovenian baking class 
in the near future. A sign-up 
sheet will be posted at Slove-
nian Polka Booster dances for 
interested individuals.

The 2018 Lodge 581 quar-
terly meetings will be held Jan. 
7, April 22, July 15 and Nov. 18. 
All meetings will be held at the 
St. Marys Moose Club start-
ing at 12:30 p.m., just before 
the Slovenian Polka Booster 
dances, which start at 2. The 
April 22 meeting has been 
designated as our Quadrennial 
Convention delegate election 
meeting. To date, Lodge 581 
has 334 active adult members 
and 31 active youth members. 

It was a pleasant surprise 
to receive a phone call from 
Lodge member Theresa Zau-
nick and her husband, Mirko, 
who now live in Fredericks-
burg, Va. They mentioned that 
they enjoy reading the Lodge 
581 articles in PrOSVETA.

After the conclusion of our 
Lodge meeting, the Slovenian 
Polka Boosters held their 
weekly dance featuring the 
dynamic sounds of the Karl 
Lukitsch Orchestra. They 
sounded their very best!

The Polka Boosters have 
two dances scheduled in De-
cember: a Dec. 3 dance with 
The Vagabonds at the Ridgway, 
Pa., Eagles Club from 2 to 6 
p.m.; and their Dec. 10 Christ-

mas party and dance with the 
Rex Taneri Orchestra at the 
Johnsonburg, Pa., fire hall 
from 2 to 6 p.m. Reservations 
are required for the Christmas 
dance since the meal is being 
catered. Food, snacks, light 
refreshments and local brew 
is included in admission.

For details on the North 
Central Pa. Slovenian Polka 
Boosters 2018 events, con-
tact Pat Moore by phoning 
(814) 837- 9218 or e-mailing 
moorski@verizon.net. For in-
formation on SNPJ Lodge 581, 
contact Jerry Troha by phon-
ing (814) 781-6978 or sending 
an e-mail to jerometroha@
gmail.com. We enjoy hearing 
from you!

POTICAS
Keep your holiday tradition alive

Family owned by
Don Wojtila • Baker and Polka Musician

Chrissy Wojtila • Miss SNPJ 2000

Nut, Poppyseed and Raisin Nut
Available in

Order NOW from

Wojtila’s Bakery
(216) 731-7080

3lb. potica for only $28.95 plus s/h

ACCORDION FOR SALE
ExcElsior NY spEcial

• 4 RockeR ShiftS • 
• Palm Shift • Black •

$1,400
(724) 327-0473

by KATHLEEn SEIFERT
Lodge 643 Secretary

GIRARD, Ohio — Golden 
Eagles Lodge 643 and Youth 
Circle 7 members are ramping-
up plans for their annual 
Christmas parties, both sched-
uled for Saturday, Dec. 9. The 
staff at Amen Corner will be 
decorating their party room 
and fireplace with green, red 
and all of their holiday trim-

mings, as well as displaying 
their beautiful Christmas tree.

The Youth Circle 7 Christ-
mas party will begin at 1 p.m., 
and Santa will be stopping by. 
There is no charge for Circle 7 
members, but we ask that you 
contact Circle Co-Director 
Kurt Seifert at (330) 259-1601 
by Dec. 5 with the names of 
your children who plan to 
attend.

The adult Christmas party 
will begin at 5 p.m. with cock-
tails, and dinner will be served 
at 6. As in the past, we hope to 
have button box and accordion 
music, complements of our 
members, to add to the festive 
occasion. The cost per person 
for the three-course dinner is 
$12 for Lodge 643 members 
and $20 for non-members. A 
cash bar will also be available 

in the party room.
Please submit your reserva-

tion and payment no later than 
Dec. 5 to Joan Twaddle, 4799 
Topper Hill Dr., Hubbard, OH 
44425. Make checks payable to 
“SNPJ Lodge 643.”

There will be no meet-
ing in December due to our 
Christmas party. Lodge 643 
wishes everyone a very merry 
Christmas!

A festive holiday for Lodge 643 and Youth Circle 7

by KEVIn RICHARDS
Lodge 106

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Greetings 
from Imperial Lodge 106! Our 
bar bingo continues on the 
first and third Thursdays of 
the month. Special early bird 
games start at 6:30 p.m.; the 
first regular game starts at 7. 
Our kitchen is always open 
during bar bingo.

The Lodge 106 children’s 
Christmas party will be held 
Sunday, Dec. 10, in the Impe-
rial Room from 1 to 3 p.m. The 
afternoon will include food, 
games, music and a visit from 

old Saint Nick!
Our adult Christmas party 

will take place Saturday, Dec. 
16. Food and prizes will be 
offered, and Brother Rick and 
the Doo-Wop All Stars will 
entertain.

Ring-in the New Year with 
Lodge 106 members and their 
guests in our clubroom from 
8 p.m. until 1 a.m. Music will 
be provided by D.J. Kevin and 
friends, and an extensive buffet 
will be offered at 8 p.m. The 
clubroom will close at 7 p.m. 
to prepare for the party, which 
is open to Lodge 106 adult 

members and their guests. This 
party will be non-smoking.

Reservations are required 
for New Year’s Eve as seating 
will be limited; there will be no 
admission to the party without 
an advance-purchase ticket. 
Tickets are priced at $15 per 
person and can be purchased 
by contacting Shelly Botwright 
at the club or by phoning (412) 
498-3557.

A block of rooms at the 
Fairfield Inn & Suites has been 
set aside for our members to 
reserve for the evening, com-
plete with a shuttle ride to and 

from the party. Ask for hotel 
details when you purchase 
your tickets.

Would you like to receive 
periodic e-mails from Lodge 
106 about upcoming events and 
important announcements? If 
so, send an e-mail to snpj106@
gmail.com and we’ll add you 
to our list.

Keep track of all the ac-
tivities going on at Lodge 106 
by visiting the “Upcoming 
Events” page on our website, 
www.snpjimperialpa.com. Be 
sure to follow us on Facebook 
at SNPJ Lodge 106.

Ring-in New Year 2018 at Imperial Lodge 106
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Youth Roundup Weekend
July 27-29, 2018, at the SnPJ Recreation Center

Registration Form
Child must be between the ages of 7 and 12 and have an annuity

or life insurance policy with SnPJ to receive member rates.

Child’s Name: __________________________________

Address: ______________________________________

______________________________________________

Phone: (           ) ________________________________

Birth Date: _________________Lodge No.:   ________  

Parent’s e-mail address:
______________________________________________

Make checks payable to SnPJ. Send completed
reservation form along with enrollment fee to:

Slovene National Benefit Society
Att’n: Fraternal Director

247 W. Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126

Registration Deadline: June 10, 2018

SnPJ member rate: $150 per child
non-member rate: $200 per child

 Male                      Female

PROSVETA 2018 Publication Dates

Publication dates are highlighted in black boxes; deadline dates are circled. The deadline for submissions is noon 
on the third Wednesday of each month, unless otherwise noted above or on the front page. Submissions may be 
mailed to PROSVETA at 247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126; faxed to (724) 695-1555; e-mailed to 
prosveta@snpj.com; or submitted via the Publications section of the SnPJ website, www.snpj.org.
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50-Year Members
December 2017
 Lodge Member
 A02 Diane M. Weiss
 2 Betty J. Yuvan
 5 Martha J. Angeline
 31 Craig T. Yanta
 53 Francis G. Winton
 87 Sharon J. Matthews
 89 Joseph J. DeLuca
 106 Patricia A. Wallat
 107 William R. Pavletich
 126 Roberta A. Incorvaia
 174 Terry A. Mekic
 207 Dennis J. Vidic
 223 Audrey J. Bewsher
 225 Anna W. Petrich
 518 Craig E. Zumbroegel

Lodge Member
 584 Jeanette H. Reichman
 584 Glenn A. Curry
 584 Roger A. Maki
 584 Donald H. Weinhart
 584 Barbara J. Mallum
 626 Timothy E. Kompara
 643 Anna Z. Klepec
 677 Robert Rohn
 715 Thomas J. Irwin
 749 Carol A. Knipple
 749 Terrance M. Kuharchek
 771 Lawrence J. Rich Jr.
 786 Joseph Simonich
 786 Daniel A. Skalko

60-Year Members
December 2017
 Lodge Member
 A01 Andrew F. Nemeth
 2 Arlene E. Kwit
 5 Lena R. Zeleznik
 6 James P. Barufaldi
 6 Marcella L. Pozzi
 106 Roberta Meixell
 106 Jean M. Perun
 138 John J. Martincic
 138 Loretta Matyuf
 174 Patricia A. Hinson

Lodge Member
 257 Gloria C. Hollingsworth
 274 Leslie E. Zaman
 562 Lillian J. Kachur
 576 Ruth E. Edsall
 584 Rudolph John Hribar Jr.
 584 Janice R. Keller
 626 Josephine Hanna
 665 Vida L. Tyc
 749 Carmen M. Skarl

 Lodge Member
 6 Dorothy Chiappini
 6 Anna B. Molnar
 87 Gertrude R. Lavella
 107 Rose Banjavcic
 138 Annie Santel
 142 Stanley Pajek
 207 Lucille K. Stump

70-Year Members
December 2017

Lodge Member
 225 Herbert W. Pernot
 254 John L. Kopler Jr.
 277 Hilda DiLoreto
 576 Thomas A. Gundic
 677 Harriet Kern
 715 Frank E. Varljen

 Lodge Member
 584 Lloyd Zupancic
 689 Aldene Thomas

80-Year Members
December 2017

Photos submitted by Sis. JULIE CHAMbERLIn (218). 

A Taste of the Grape in Denver 
In July, the members of Denver Lodge 218 hosted a wine 
tasting celebration. Each guest brought a bottle of wine and 
a matching snack to share. There was some food left over, 
but the bottles emptied quickly! Enjoying the celebration were 
Lodge 218 Treasurer LIZ TOMSIC; Interim President bOnnIE 
LEHnERZ; Vice President JULIE CHAMbERLIn; Secretary 
JULIE MILAVEC; auditors GREGG LEHnERZ and DAVID 
CHAMbERLIn; DOn, Ann and bEAU TOMSIC; MCKAILA 
and ROnOn CHAMbERLIn; and CAITLIn ZIMMERMAnn.

by JEAnnETTE HUMPHREy
Lodge 603

SAMSULA, Fla. — Greet-
ings from SNPJ Lodge 603 in 
beautiful Samsula!

The Lodge 603 annual 
Christmas program will be 
held Saturday, Dec. 16, start-
ing at 7 p.m. Youth Circle 57 
members will perform “The 
Gong Show” and refreshments 
will follow. Circle Director 
Shannon Coupas is in charge 
and will be assisted by Ruth 
Benedict and Nancy Bass. 
Santa Claus is scheduled to 
make his annual visit to the 
Lodge hall to give out gifts 
and goodie bags.

We continue to work on 
arrangements for the an-
nual Florida SNPJ Days event, 
scheduled March 2-3, 2018, 
featuring Brad Turk and his or-
chestra entertaining through-
out the weekend. On Friday, 
March 2, the Lodge 603 Hall 
will open at 4 p.m. with music 
from 5 to 9. The Lodge hall 
will open at noon on Saturday, 
March 3, with music until 6 
p.m. Our special guest from the 
SNPJ Home Office, National 
Secretary Karen Pintar, will 
be speaking on Saturday. Miss 
SNPJ 2018 Lauren Sebusch 
(576) will also be visiting the 
celebration.

Admission for each day is 
$10. Food will be available 

from our kitchen and your 
favorite libations will be avail-
able at the bar. Ruth Benedict 
will serve as chairperson of 
this festival.

Our most recent Lodge 
meeting was held Nov. 7. Presi-
dent George Benedict spoke 
about the passing of Lodge 603 
member Sis. Mary Mosebach 
of Sarasota, Fla. A moment 
of silence was observed in her 
memory.

A thank you was extended 
to President Benedict and Ruth 
Benedict for the taco dinner 
they prepared for the meeting. 
President Benedict hopes more 
members will attend the Lodge 
meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 
Dec. 7. A dinner will be served 
at 6:30 p.m. with the meeting 
to follow at 7.

It was reported that Lodge 
603 moved to Silver Star status 
for activities and new member 
enrollment. We now have 521 
adult members and 41 youth 
members.

A thank you was extended 
to Chuck Carter Electric for 
checking our electric needs at 
the Lodge 603 Hall. A thank 
you was also extended to John 
Griswold for carrying out 
repairs throughout the month. 
We offered our condolences 
to John and his wife Cindy as 
John’s mother passed away in 
November.

Shannon Coupas was also 
thanked, along with her aunt 
and cousin, Ruth and Ashley 
Benedict, for conducting the 
Lodge 603 annual Halloween 
party. Many thanks to those 
who came out to help.

Frances Wesley of Mt. Dora, 
Fla., donated a queen-size bed 
quilt to help raise money for 
our Lodge treasury. Tickets for 
a chance to win the quilt are 
available for $5 each. You can 
send money to Ruth Benedict at 
3605 Darby Rd., New Smyrna 
Beach, FL 32168.

Get well wishes go out to 
Dede Pleterski who recently 
underwent surgery at Halifax 
Health Hospital in Daytona 
Beach, Fla. She is home now 
and doing well.

Mary and Jack Pleterski 
spent another vacation at 
their home in Virginia. Mary 
telephoned to say it had turned 
cold while they were there. 
The Pleterskis recently cel-
ebrated their 59th wedding 
anniversary.

Lodge 603 is hosting a  
spaghetti dinner on Friday, Jan. 
12, 2018, and a lasagna dinner 
on Feb. 23. These meals will 
be open to the public and are 
scheduled from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Tickets are $10 per meal. Des-
sert will be available for pur-
chase separately, and libations 
will be available at the bar. We 

have hit a snag in our Lodge 
treasury and your support is 
greatly appreciated.

The Samsula Women’s Club 
will hold its Christmas craft 
show at the Lodge 603 Hall 
on Saturday, Dec. 2, from 8 
a.m. until 2 p.m. Breakfast 
and lunch will be available. 
Proceeds will benefit local 
educational scholarships and 
the Samsula community. The 
ladies also plan to host their 
Christmas party at the Lodge 
603 Hall on Dec. 13 starting 
at 6 p.m. Members are asked 
to bring a covered dish, and 
“secret pals” will open gifts.  

The Samsula Women’s Club 
has been meeting at the Lodge 
603 Hall since 1949. Cheri 
Joiner-Smith was recently 
re-elected club president, 
with Missy Tomazin as vice 
president, Linda Pringle as 
recording secretary and Jewell 
Fair as treasurer. The club has 
a membership drive scheduled 
Jan. 10 at 6 p.m.

Reservations are being ac-
cepted to rent the Lodge 603 
Hall. To schedule your date, 
contact Lodge Manager Cindy 
Griswold at (386) 689-9454 or 
leave a message at the Lodge 
by phoning (386) 428-3983. 
Cindy, who was the lucky win-
ner of our November meeting 
gift, continues to do a fine job 
for our Lodge.

The holidays a busy time at Samsula Lodge 603

by GERRI TREbETS
Lodge 604 Secretary

CLEVELAND — We’re 
winding down yet another year 
to be put on record, and the 
holidays are upon us. With that 
in mind, this year held many 
enjoyable events and a beauti-
ful summer at the SNPJ Farm 
in Kirtland, Ohio.

The Lodge 604 Utopians 
enjoyed a beautiful evening at 
the ol’ ball field for Slovenian 
Heritage Night at Classic Park 
in Eastlake, Ohio, on Aug. 
21. Region 3 Vice President 
Linda Gorjup (576) did a great 
job orchestrating the evening. 
Music to entertain the crowd 
was provided by Patty Candela, 
Joe Strukel and T.J. Likovic. 
Utopians’ own Alex Perdan 
sang the Slovenian National 
Anthem – and what a beautiful 
voice this young lady has!

The first pitch was thrown 
out by Miss SNPJ 2018 Lauren 
Sebusch (576). It also was $1 
dog night; other items were 
available to whet your ap-
petite. Four couples from the 
various SNPJ Lodges went 
out on the field and danced 
the polka. Each couple did a 

great job and let other people 
see just how much fun this 
music is.

All in all, it was a wonderful 
evening celebrating our Slo-
venian heritage and mingling 
with fellow Slovenians. Lodge 
604 Utopians members in at-
tendance were Rudy, Charlotte 
and Alex Perdan; Ed Trebets 
and his son, Jaxson; Bill and 
Terry Perdan; and Kathleen 
and Gerri Trebets.

The final activity of the 
season for Lodge 604 was the 
polka brunch held at the SNPJ 
Farm on Oct. 22. Our vast 
menu consisted of egg strata, 
pancakes, breakfast sausage, 
Slovenian potatoes, pastries, 
fruit, juice, coffee and more. 
Music was provided by Kathy 
Hlad and friends, and what a 
great sound it was. What better 
way to enjoy your breakfast 
than being out in the country 

Utopians Lodge 604 members enjoyed the festivities of Slovenian Heritage night at Classic 
Park in August.

Heritage Night hits a homer with Utopians Lodge
among all the beautiful foli-
age displaying the fall colors.  
Lodge 604 members in atten-
dance were Rudy, Charlotte 
and Alex Perdan; Bill and Pam 
Dirk; and the Gabriels.

I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish everyone 
at the SNPJ Home Office and 
all members in SNPJland a joy-
ous, healthy and happy holiday 
season. Take time to celebrate 
with family and friends.


