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The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are Feb. 1 and March 1. All material must 
be received by Wednesday, Jan. 17, for 
the Feb. 1 issue, and by Wednesday, 
Feb. 21, for the March 1 issue. If you are 
concerned about making the deadline, 
send an e-mail to prosveta@snpj.com 
or submit your material via the publica-
tions area of our website, www.snpj.org.

THE
DEADLINE

• Stella I. and
Bridger R. Small

Born Dec. 2, 2016
Helper, Utah, Lodge 689

SNPJ Lodge 689 welcomes its newest 
members, Stella Ivy and Bridger Ryan 
Small. Stella and Bridger are the children 
of Brock (689) and Ahlea Small, grandchil-
dren of Debra (689) and Gordon Small, and 
great-grandchildren of the late Louise and 
Kenneth Dimick (689). We welcome Stella 
and Bridger to the SNPJ and extend our 
best wishes to their entire family.

In accordance with the SNPJ bylaws, the 31st Regular SNPJ Convention will be held this year. The 
convention is scheduled to begin Monday, Aug. 13, 2018, at the SNPJ Recreation Center, Enon 
Valley, Pa.
The Society bylaws require that delegates be elected in the months of March or April at a regular or 
special Lodge meeting. Detailed instructions are furnished to the Lodges.
Lodges with less than 75 adult members may unite to elect a delegate, but must unite no later than 
March 1, 2018. Additional information is below. Lodges may apply to the Executive Committee for 
assistance.

Sec. 2. Number of Delegates and Alternates. Each Lodge having seventy-five (75) or more members 
in good standing as of December 31 of the year prior to the election of delegates to the convention 
of the National Legislative Body shall be entitled to one delegate; each Lodge having two hundred 
fifty (250) or more members in good standing shall be entitled to two delegates; each Lodge having 
four hundred fifty (450) or more members in good standing shall be entitled to three delegates; each 
Lodge having six hundred fifty (650) or more members in good standing shall be entitled to four 
delegates; each Lodge having eight hundred fifty (850) or more members in good standing shall be 
entitled to five delegates; each Lodge having one thousand fifty (1,050) or more members in good 
standing shall be entitled to six delegates; and each Lodge having one thousand two hundred fifty 
(1,250) or more members in good standing shall be entitled to seven delegates; but no Lodge shall 
have more than seven delegates.
Two or more Lodges having less than seventy-five (75) members each, but whose combined member-
ship shall be seventy-five (75) or more, may unite to elect a delegate, but no combination of Lodges 
shall be entitled to more than one delegate.
Lodges shall elect at least an equal number of alternates to their delegate or delegates. If the 
delegate(s) or alternates cannot attend, then the Lodge shall forfeit its rights to representation at the 
convention. Alternates shall be elected on a basis of order of succession. The first elected alternate 
is alternate to all delegates and will replace any one delegate who cannot attend the convention. If 
the first elected alternate becomes a delegate, the second alternate is next in line to succeed the next 
vacancy in the delegation. Subsequent vacancies shall be handled in the same manner. In balloting 
for alternates, the first alternate shall be the candidate to receive a majority and a greater number 
over the majority of votes cast. Each succeeding alternate shall be elected in a similar manner.

Sec. 3. Nomination and Election of Delegates and Alternates. Nomination and election of del-
egates and alternates to the regular convention of the National Legislative Body shall be held at a 
regular or special meeting of the Lodges to take place no earlier than the first day of the month five 
(5) months prior to the month of the convention and ending no later than the last day of the month 
four (4) months prior to the convention.
Nomination and election of delegates and alternates to a special convention of the National Legisla-
tive Body shall be held during a period fixed by the Executive Committee.
Any member who is qualified may be nominated for delegate and/or alternate whether present at the 
meeting or not, provided valid reason is presented for the absence. Election of delegates and alter-
nates shall be by ballot. The ballot shall contain the names of all those who accepted the nomination 
and who possess the requisite qualifications for delegates. The president of the Lodge shall appoint 
three (3) members as tellers for the election, none of whom are candidates for either delegates or 
alternates. Each delegate and alternate must receive a majority of votes cast to be elected. If no 
candidate has received a majority of votes cast, the candidate with the least number of votes shall 

• SNPJ 31st National Convention •
Election of convention 

delegates and alternates

SEE DELEGATE ELECTIONS
ON PAGE 8

LAWRENCE, Pa. — SNPJ Lodge 245 
will hold the nomination, election and 
installation of officers at a meeting to be 
held Wednesday, Jan. 10, beginning at 6 
p.m. at the Lodge 245 hall. Any beneficial 
member of the Lodge may attend this 
meeting. For additional information, con-
tact Lodge Secretary Mary Ellen Brosick 
at (724) 941-7207.

MARY ELLEN BROSICK
Lodge 245 Secretary

January meeting change 
for Lodge 245 members

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — We are looking forward to 
the 2018 summer season at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center, and we have some changes to our Family 
Week program in store for you. 

The 2017 participants of First and Second 
Family Weeks decided to join forces and com-
bine into one week in 2018. The new Family 
Week program will run from Sunday, July 29, 
to Saturday, Aug. 4.

Family Week participants are getting their 
Friday evening back! While the meal service 
will finish with breakfast on Friday morning, you 
will now be able to stay in your cabin and enjoy 

SNPJ Family Weeks uniting for 2018 summer season
all of the Friday evening fun at the Recreation 
Center. Of course, you can also stay Saturday 
evening as well for an additional fee. Please 
remember that the Gostilna kitchen is open on 
the weekends, and there will be entertainment 
on Friday evening as well.

The Family Week registration fee for SNPJ 
members is $140 per person; the non-member 
fee is $200 per person. There is an additional 
lodging fee based on your cabin selection. The 
upper two-bedroom cabins (#3-#24) are priced 
at $350 for the week, lower two-bedroom cabins 
are $230 for the week, and the one-bedroom 
cabins are $120 for the week. Want to stay in 
the newly renovated Cabin #1 or Cabin #2? 

That fee is $575 for the week. These lodging 
fees remain the same whether one person or six 
people stay in the cabin.

Naturally, there is no lodging fee if you stay 
in your RV in the SNPJ Trailer Court.

Your registration form and a $25 cabin de-
posit (if you didn’t pay when you checked out last 
summer) is due to the SNPJ Recreation Center 
by June 24. The balance will be due when you 
check in on Sunday, July 29. Please contact Sue 
Zarella at the Recreation Center by phoning 
1-877-767-5732 if you are unsure about a prior 
cabin deposit. You can also submit your total 

SEE 2018 FAMILY WEEK
ON PAGE 4

ORANGE COUNTY, Calif. — SNPJ 
Lodge 786 will hold its first meeting of 
2018 on Sunday, Jan. 7, beginning at 1 p.m. 
at the home of Lina and Tony Saltikov, 
33811 Avenida Calita, San Juan Capist-
rano, Calif.; exit Las Ramblas from the 
I-5 and travel east to Calita, turning left 
up the hill to 33811 on the left. Don’t miss 
this special chance to enjoy the view from 
our hosts’ home and the friendship of our 
Lodge members and friends. Please bring 
something to add to the buffet. Auditors, 
please attend to check the Lodge and 
Youth Circle records for audit. You can 
RSVP by contacting Jean at ajkoci@cox.
net or (949) 495-0097.

JEAN KOCI
Lodge 786 Secretary/Treasurer

Lodge 786 starting new 
year with Jan. 7 meeting

The countdown 
to Florida SNPJ 
Days underway

SEE LODGE 603 FLORIDA DAYS
ON PAGE 4

by JEANNETTE HUMPHREY
Lodge 603

SAMSULA, Fla. — SNPJ Lodge 603 in beau-
tiful downtown Samsula will host the annual 
Florida SNPJ Days event March 2-3. Brad Turk 
and his orchestra will entertain throughout the 
weekend. On Friday, the Lodge hall will open at 
4 p.m. with music from 5 to 9 p.m. On Saturday, 
the Lodge opens at noon with music until 6 p.m. 
SNPJ National Secretary Karen Pintar will be 
our special guest from the SNPJ Home Office 
in Imperial, Pa. 

Admission for each day of the festival is 
$10. Food will be available for purchase from 
the kitchen and your favorite libations will be 
available at the bar. Ruth Benedict has taken 
chairmanship of this festival.
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Lodge/Organization

Type of Event 
 
 

Site 
 
 

If a concert or dance, who is
performing? 
 
 

Date 

Time 

Who to contact 
 
 

Phone (        )

Complete and return to: 
PROSVETA

247 W. Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA  15126-9774

e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

• MAY 5-6 ......SNPJ National Bowling Tourna-
ment at the SNPJ Recreation Center, 
Borough of SNPJ, Pa. For additional 
information contact Fraternal Director 
Kevin Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 
144 or krichards@snpj.com.

• MAY 27 .......Brew & Bean Festival at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For additional information contact 
the Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-
767-5732.

• JUNE 15-17 ... SNPJ Young Adult Conference at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. For registration and event 
details contact Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144 or  
krichards@snpj.com.

• JULY 13-15 .... The 37th Slovenefest and the 
62nd Miss SNPJ Pageant at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. For additional infor-
mation phone the Recreation Center at 
1-877-767-5732.

• JULY 27-29 .... TEL Workshop at the SNPJ Rec-
reation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. For 
information contact Fraternal Director 
Kevin Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 
144. The deadline to submit delegate 
forms is April 30.

• JULY 27-29 .... Youth Roundup at the SNPJ Rec-
reation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. For 
additional information contact Fraternal 
Director Kevin Richards at 1-800-843-
7675 ext. 144, or krichards@snpj.com. 
The deadline to register is June 10.

• JULY 29-AUG. 4.....Family Week at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. 
For details phone the SNPJ Recreation 
Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732. The 
deadline to register is June 24.

• AUG. 10-11 .... Fraternal Weekend at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For details contact Fraternal Director 
Kevin Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 
144 or krichards@snpj.com.

• AUG. 12-13 ...The 31st Quadrennial SNPJ Con-
vention at the SNPJ Recreation Center, 
Borough of SNPJ, Pa.

• AUG. 19-24 .... Senior Week at the SNPJ Recre-
ation Center. For additional information 
contact the SNPJ Recreation Center 
toll-free at 1-877-767-5732 .

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

by BARB BOGOLIN
Lodge 31 Secretary/Treasurer

SHARON, Pa. — On Nov. 19, 
2017, SNPJ Lodge 31 members and 
their guests gathered at Muscarel-
la’s Cafe in Sharpsville, Pa., for our 
holiday dinner. During the dinner 
we recognized 70-year members 
Sis. Frances “Tootsie” Hartsky and 
Sis. Marge Morgenstern.

The next Lodge 31 meeting 
is planned for Thursday, Jan. 25, 
starting at 7 p.m., weather permit-
ting. The meeting will be held at 
the Lodge secretary’s residence, 
305 Sheridan St. in Hermitage, 
Pa. The Lodge audit will take 
place and necessary forms will 
be completed. Lodge activities 
and meetings for 2018 will also 
be discussed.

In the event of snowy weather 
or if you have any questions, please 
give me a call at (724) 347-1197 
before 10 p.m.

FRANCES HARTSKY and 
MARGE MORGENSTERN were 
honored as 70-year members at 
the Lodge 31 holiday dinner held 
in November.

Lodge 31 
honors two 
longtime 
members

by KEVIN RICHARDS 
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Young 
Adult Conference (YAC) will be held 
June 15-17, 2018, at the SNPJ Rec-
reation Center. This weekend-long 
program allows our 18- to 30-year-
old Society members to learn about 
SNPJ membership benefits and to 
voice their ideas, opinions and con-
cerns regarding the Slovene National 
Benefit Society.

Young adult delegates are elected 
by their Lodges, so those interested 

in attending YAC should contact their 
Lodge secretary. The Society covers 
the cost of transportation, lodging 
and meals throughout the weekend.

The 2018 conference will be a work 
weekend format, with delegates per-
forming projects around the grounds 
of the SNPJ Recreation Center. A 
community service project will also 
be included. The 2018 chairperson 
will be Darcy Bible (6).

Lodge secretaries received the 
election forms for YAC in their De-
cember mailing, but there are some 

important deadline dates that I’d like 
to point out.

Lodges must turn in their Young 
Adult Delegate Election Form by 
April 30. Anybody interested in at-
tending this conference must contact 
their Lodge secretary and make sure 
that their name is on the election form. 
Also, please be sure to provide your 
e-mail address as correspondence 
about the conference will be handled 
electronically as often as possible.

Once the election forms are re-
ceived by the Fraternal Department, 

all delegates will receive an introduc-
tory packet via e-mail. In this packet 
will be a general information sheet 
about YAC, a tentative agenda for the 
weekend and a Young Adult Delegate 
Registration Form. This form must 
be completed by the delegate and 
returned to the Fraternal Department 
no later than May 16. This completes 
the YAC registration process. All 
delegates must turn in a registration 
form by the deadline date or they 
may be replaced by an alternate or 
surrogate delegate.

Dates, details announced for 2018 Young Adult Conference

by JOHN MLAKAR
Lodge 745 Secretary

GRASS VALLEY, Calif. — With 
2017 now closed, here is the Golden 
Valley Lodge 745 report on the year’s 
activities.

We started the year with Lodge 
members supporting the March 
Sacramento Polka Boosters dance. 
Music was provided by Polka Power 
California. Lodge member Mary 
Saber is part of the Polka Boosters 
leadership team. Dancing and fun 
were enjoyed by all.

Lodge 745 provided a $100 dona-
tion to Patrick Bartolotti’s Eagle Scout 
project which repaired the balina 
courts at the Fontana Slovene Hall 
in Fontana, Calif.

Once again in 2017, Lodge Presi-
dent Joe L. Mlakar volunteered over 
180 hours of his time to the Sacra-
mento Loaves and Fishes in the name 
of the SNPJ. This organization seeks 
to provide a welcoming environment 
of hospitality, safety and cleanliness, 
as well as an oasis for homeless men, 
women and children seeking survival 
services. Thank you, Bro. Mlakar. 
Lodge 745 members also collected 
and donated toiletry items, toilet pa-
per, books and other items that this 
organization requests.

The Lodge donated a $50 basket to 
the California Federation-sponsored 
Vinska Trgatev Harvest Dance in 
Fontana. Proceeds of this event ben-
efited the SNPJ Scholarship Fund. 
Thank you, Jean Koci, for making 
up the basket.

In November, Lodge 745 treated 
members with discounted tickets to 
Placer Community Theater’s produc-
tion of “Annie” at the historic Auburn 
State Theater. Our youngest member, 
as well as our senior members, were 
thrilled to have front-row seats to 
this delightful musical with a live 
orchestra.

December brought the Lodge to its 
annual Christmas ice skating and piz-
za party in Old Town Folsom, Calif. 
The children and a few adults skated 

Lodge 745 members enjoyed a production of “Annie” at Auburn State 
Theater in November.

Lodge 745 youth members hit the ice for the annual Christmas ice skating 
and pizza party.

A happy holiday for Lodge 745 members
to Christmas carols, then finished the 
evening off at the pizza parlor.

Lodge 745 would like to thank 
member Teresa Mlakar for provid-
ing photography over the course 
of the year, as well as Dan Miller 
for launching and maintaining our 
Facebook page.

The Lodge would also like to 
extend our deepest condolences to 
the Jack Turk family on the passing 
of their son, Robert, this past year.

Congratulations to members Con-
nie and Alan Walker for competing 
in and completing the California 
Marathon in December!

by JERRY TROHA
Lodge 581 Secretary

ST. MARYS, Pa.  — On Dec. 10, 
2017, SNPJ Lodge 581 and the North 
Central Pa. Slovenian Polka Boosters 
celebrated their Christmas party and 
dance at the Johnsonburg, Pa., fire 
hall. John and Pat Moore and staff 
made the hall festive for the Christmas 
occasion. 

We danced to the music of the Rex 
Taneri Orchestra from Youngstown, 
Ohio, which also features John, Bob 
and Art on the bandstand. Everyone 
enjoyed the Slovenian tunes. Art and 
Bob led the crowd in singing several 
Christmas carols.

John Moore took over the duties 
of bartender, serving light refresh-
ments and our local favorite, Straub 
beer. Dan and Judy Koza and Norma 
Marconi manned the registration 

Lodge 581 Secretary
JERRY TROHA [left] 
with the winners of the 
2018 Polka Boosters 
memberships, DONNA 
ELY and TONY 
RUTIGLIANO.

Lodge 581 celebrates the season with the Polka Boosters
table, selling tickets for the 50/50 
drawing and door prizes. The 2018 
Miss SNPJ calendars were made 
available to attendees. 

The delicious meal of several en-
trees was catered by Mary Simons. 
Everyone looks forward to the des-
sert table; guests bring their favorite 
desserts. After dinner, John Moore 
organized a jam session with five 
accordion players joining in with the 
band. This is always a fun event dur-
ing the party.

In appreciation for the support of 
the Slovenian Polka Boosters, Lodge 
581 Secretary Jerry Troha donated 
two 2018 Polka Booster memberships 
for a drawing. Donna Ely and Tony 
Rutigliano were the lucky winners.

The first Lodge 581 meeting of 
2018 will be held Jan. 7 at the St. 
Marys Moose starting at 12:30 p.m., 

just prior to the Slovenian Polka 
Boosters dance which starts at 2 p.m. 
featuring the Vagabonds Orchestra 
from Dubois, Pa. The Jan. 21 dance 
will be held at the Ridgway, Pa., 
Eagles Club featuring the Larry Le-
wicki Band from Olean, N.Y.  

For details on North Central Pa 
Slovenian Polka Boosters events 

contact Pat Moore by phoning (814) 
837-9218 or e-mailing moorski@
verizon.net. For information on SNPJ 
Lodge 581, contact Jerry Troha by 
phoning (814) 781-6978 or e-mailing 
jerometroha@gmail.com. We would 
enjoy hearing from you. Come visit 
us in Elk County, Pa., at one of our 
scheduled polka dances. 
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DENISE HERRON
SNPJ Marketing Department

SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
Your loyalty with SNPJ is now being rewarded! 

Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
and open your new SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

* Rates are not guaranteed after the first year.
* Guaranteed minimum interest rate of 2.0%.
* No fees are attached to either Loyalty annuity.
* The SNPJ Century 8 Annuity is earning 3.0%; the Century 5 Annuity is earning 
 2.75%. Century series annuities issued prior to 2012 are earning 3.0%

3.5% Loyalty 8 Annuity
3.5% first-year guarantee rate

3.0% in years two through eight
2.75% in year nine and after
3.75% first-year Loyalty Rate 

for conversions 

3.0% Loyalty 5 Annuity
3.0% first-year guarantee rate

2.75% in years two through five
2.75% in year six and after

3.25% first-year Loyalty Rate 
for conversions 

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

Pahor elected to second 
term as president
LJUbLJANA (STA) — Borut Pahor 
won his second term as Slovenia’s presi-
dent, defeating Kamnik Mayor Marjan 
Šarec by securing almost 53 percent of 
the vote in the Nov. 12, 2017, run-off 
election. Only the second Slo venian 
president to win two terms, Pahor was 
sworn-in on Dec. 22 and started serving 
a new five-year term the very next day.

In his address, Pahor thanked voters 
for their “faith in democracy” – in par-
ticular, those who voted for him – and 
pledged to do his best. He congratulated 
Šarec on securing more than 47 percent 
of the vote, which he said was a result 
that deserved applause. Pahor’s victory 
was the narrowest of any presidential 
election to date.

Pahor pledged to be “the president of 
all Slovenians,” to continue to aspire for 
unity and build on common ground, as 
he did in his first term. But he also said 
that he would try to have his voice heard 
more often in order to help other politi-
cians solve problems, rather than increase 
discord. His latter comment was made 
in response to criticisms voiced by his 
challengers in the first round: that he tried 
too hard to be likeable and thus refrained 
from commenting on tough issues.

He was glad that, unlike five years ago 
when “many people voted for me because 
they were against the incum bent,” this 
time “they voted for me because they 
were for the incumbent president and 
our politics.”

He also believes the most important 
message of the election is that the winning 
forces and messages are those which are 
uniting. “Slovenia went through a deep 
crisis which increased the distrust of all. 
I feel that slowly but surely, Slovenians 
are becoming more confident, more sov-
ereign, more open, less quarrelsome. We 
have realized at last that we may have 
many differences, but there is no need 
to hate each other.”

Commenting on the low voter turnout, 
the lowest for a presidential election 
to date, Pahor said that it was a “step 
forward” since it was only marginally 
lower than the turnout in the first round 
of voting, and that he had expected an 
even lower turnout.

Looking ahead, Pahor said he will 
work with the government mainly on 
the implementation of the border arbitra-
tion award with Croatia, with the army 
on preparing the ongoing plans for its 
modernization, and with parliament on 
issues that need to be addressed in light 
of the upcoming general election. He 
also plans to meet with the leaders of all 
political parties to discuss certain vital 
matters. He also addressed Slovenians 
abroad, saying that he had cooperated 
with them candidly and would continue 
do so in the future.

Date of local elections set 
for third Sunday of Nov.
LJUbLJANA (STA) — Slovenia’s Na-
tional Assembly passed a bill in late No-
vember that aims to simplify the elections 
of mayors and other local representatives 
by fixing the date of local elections to the 
third Sunday of November.

The changes to the Local Elections 
Act, which will apply for the first time in 
2018, had been proposed because the date 
of local elections was being constantly 
moved to an earlier date. The date of any 
potential run-off voting has been moved 
from 21 days to 14 days after the first 
round of voting.

Public Administration Ministry State 
Secretary Nejc Brezovar explained to 
members of parliament that the govern-
ment also wanted to simplify the election 
procedures and reduce election costs for 
the local authorities.

The proposal outlines a reduction 
in the number of electoral bodies and 
clarifies the rights of foreigners to vote 
in smaller local communities. It also de-
lineates more clearly the powers between 
the National Electoral Commission and 
the Public Administration Ministry, and 
changes the rules on remunerations.

While a number of parliament mem-
bers agreed that no fixed date was perfect, 
they did determine that it was good to 
have a fixed date so that voters would 
know exactly when the elections would 
be held and be prepared to vote.

UN committee backs 
World Honey Bee Day
NEW YORk (STA) — In mid-No-
vember, the UN Economic and Finan-
cial Committee unanimously backed a 

resolution declaring May 20 as World 
Honey Bee Day. The resolution, initi-
ated by Slovenia, will now be formally 
confirmed by the UN General Assembly, 
representatives from the Slovenian Ag-
riculture Ministry announced.

Slovenia’s initiative for World Honey 
Bee Day has been backed by all countries 
of the world, 115 of which – including 
all EU member states, the United States, 
China, Russia, Brazil, Australia and 
Indonesia – decided to co-sponsor the 
resolution.

Slovenian Agriculture Minister Dejan 
Židan stressed that after three years of 
hard work, the finish line was now close. 
“The unanimous support gives us con-
fidence that the UN will declare World 
Honey Bee Day during the General As-
sembly,” he said.

“One in three spoonfuls of food de-
pends on honey bees and other pollina-
tors which, however, are endangered by 
climate change, chemicals and damage to 
the environment,” Zidan noted. “Agricul-
tural production will be able to advance 
further only if the importance of honey 
bees and other pollinators is recognized 
and if they are protected,” he said.

Slovenia has been striving for May 
20, the birthday of Slovenian pioneer 
beekeeper Anton Jansa (1734-1773), 
to be declared World Honey Bee Day 
since 2014.

Ljubljana’s new ER open 
after 10 years of delay
LJUbLJANA (STA) — Ljubljana 
opened a new emergency room in mid-
November after a period of 10 years of 
construction. The new emergency room 
was inaugurated by Prime Minister Miro 
Cerar and Health Minister Milojka Kolar 
Celarc.

The foundation stone for the new 
premises was laid in July 2007, the 
plan being to have the new emergency 
room built by the end of 2009 with all 
emergency units in one location. The 
first phase of the project was estimated 
at EUR 19.8 million ($23.5 million).

The completion date was extended 
to 2011 and the value of the entire proj-
ect was estimated at EUR 95.2 mil lion 
($109.8 million). Construction started 
in November 2007, but ground to a halt 
in the summer of 2009 due to several 
reasons, one of which was that the hos-
pital beds did not fit in the elevators. 
Irregularities were also found among the 
building permits for various portions of 
the building.

During the term of Health Minister 
Dorjan Marušič (April 2010-Sept. 2011), 
the project was significantly expanded, 
and estimates of the project neared the 
EUR 111 million ($132 million) mark. 
The work was scheduled for comple tion 
by year-end 2014. Then, in February 
2011, the Health Ministry withdrew from 
all contracts and launched a search for 
new contractors.

When former Prime Minister Alenka 
Bratušek was temporarily in charge of 
the Health Ministry in 2014, a new call 
for project bids was published and EUR 
22 million ($26 million) was secured for 
the project.

Work on the second phase of construc-
tion, which included completion of the 
ground floor, two basements, diagnostic 
and therapeutic units, a new lab and a 
new transportation terminal, started in 
2015 and concluded in August 2017. 
The work exceeded the contract value 
of the project by 3.5 percent.

While the new, fully-equipped prem-
ises was opened in November, the third 
phase of the construction project will 
bring a dispatch center, the main lab, 
and a reconstruction of the pediatric, 
gynecology, trauma and surgery units. 
According to representatives at the 
Health Ministry, some EUR 21.7 million 
($25.8 million) will be allocated for the 
project in 2018, and another EUR 11.3 
million ($13.4 million) in 2019.

Karst Research Institute 
marks a 70th anniversary
POSTOJNA (STA) — Slovenia’s  Na-
tional Karst Research Institute celebrated 
its 70th anniversary in November 2017. 
The institute, which has ties to karst 
researchers and institutions around the 
globe, is “there for all the biggest plans 
and projects that concern our karst,” said 
institute director Tadej Slabe.

The Karst Research Institute was 

established by the Slovenian Academy 
of Sciences and Arts in 1947, based on 
the Istituto Speleologico Italiano (the 
Italian Speleology Institute) which was 
established in Postojna in 1929.

Today, the institute employs 23 peo-
ple, including geographers, geologists, 
chemists, biologists and microbiologists.

In its 70 years, the Karst Research 
Institute has developed into one of the 
central international research and study 
centers focused on karst. The institute is 
based in Postojna, which is also home 
to the University of Nova Gorica’s 
post-graduate karst studies, carried out 
in cooperation with the institute. The 
department is also the UNESCO Chair 
on Karst Education.

Working closely with colleagues 
from around the world, Slabe noted 
that “over the past 20 years we’ve been 
especially active in researching the karst 
in China. We’ve managed to put up an 
international center for researching the 
karst and developed a karst environment 
laboratory there,” he added.

The study of the karst, which spreads 
across more than half of Slovenia, around 
a third of Europe and a fifth of the world’s 
landmass, is one of the few studies that 
uses Slovenian terminology; terms for 
karst phenomena such as “ponor” are 
used worldwide.

The ceremony marking the 70th an-
niversary of the Karst Research Institute 
was attended by President Borut Pahor.

Slovenia can now 
claim a sixth university
NOVO MESTO (STA) — Slovenia 
welcomed its sixth university on Nov. 28, 
2017, when a private, higher education 
center in Novo mesto featuring four fac-
ulties was transformed into a university. 
The new university was accredited for a 
five-year period.

The new university consists of a 
Faculty of Business, Management and 
Informatics; a Faculty of Business and 
Management Sciences; a School of Tech-
nologies and Systems; and a Faculty of 
Health Sciences.

Marjan Blažič, the head of the Higher 
Education Center, told the press that 
the National Agency for the Quality of 
Higher Education had issued a decree on 
the university’s founding in September 
and that the decision had become final 
in mid-November. The chancellor will 
be appointed within the next six months, 
Blažič said.

The university is hoping to become 
a national center of science promoting 
the intellectual, ethical, cultural and 
economic potentials of the region. Its 
founders hope it will become an estab-
lished member of the Slovenian higher 
education institutions by 2022 and gain 
international acclaim by 2030. More 
than 600 students are studying and some 
100 professors are lecturing at the four 
faculties this academic year.

Slovenia has three public universities 
– in Ljubljana, Maribor and Primorsko 
– and two privately-held universities in 
Nova Gorica. The youngest of the uni-
versities was founded in Nova Gorica at 
the end of February 2017.

According to survey, 
Slovenians prefer cash
FRANkFURT, Germany (STA) — 
According to the results of a European 
Central Bank (ECB) survey, cash seems 
to be very popular in Slovenia as residents 
placed first among eurozone members 
in the number of people who kept more 
than 1,000 euros in cash at home in 2016. 

Slovenia was followed by Lithuania. 
While the number of Slovenians keeping 
more than 1,000 euros in cash at home 
reached 23 percent, the number among 
the Lithuanians stood at 20 percent. 
The Germans, however, proved to be 
the Europeans who carry the most cash 
on their persons, having an average 103 
euros in their wallets, 38 euros more than 
the eurozone average.

Slovenians also placed first in the 
number of those who had at least 
one high-denomination banknote (47 
percent) in their wallets, followed by 
Luxembourgers and Slovaks (both at 
42 percent). At the polar opposite, the 
Dutch and French were among residents 
in eurozone nations who carried such 
banknotes very rarely (seven and eight 
percent, respectively).

According to the survey, cash is more 
often used by men and people over the 
age of 40. Level of education played no 
special role in this aspect.
The articles comprising this feature have been 
reprinted with permission from the Slovenian 
Press Agency (STA).

Christmas shopping can be a stressful and daunting 
task. For weeks before Christmas, shoppers filled 
the stores and surfed the internet in search of the 

perfect gifts for all their friends and family. If you were brave 
enough to venture into the malls, you were most certainly 
part of a crowd that was rushing about and bumping into 
each other as they searched for the ideal gifts.

When I Christmas shop, I am very dependent on a de-
tailed list that I draw up beforehand at home. If for some 
reason I find myself out there without my list, I don’t re-
member what I’m looking for or what I’ve already bought or 
for whom. I might as well go sit on Santa’s lap and ask for 
ideas because I won’t get a bit of shopping accomplished 
without that list. This past Christmas I actually joined the 
online shopping craze, but even then I needed that list in 
front of me because it was just too easy to click a button 
and put unnecessary items into my invisible shopping cart.

All the loved ones who were on your Christmas shop-
ping list are also the people that you want to be sure are 
safe and protected. Many of them depend on you for a lot 
more than the perfect Christmas gift under the tree. You 
are the one who provides the means for their comfortable 
life, and you are the reason they can make plans for the 
future. But if you weren’t in the picture, what would happen 
to that comfortable life and those future plans?

If you haven’t thought about it, it may be time to sit down 
and make another kind of list. How much will your family 
need to pay for the mortgage and day-to-day expenses?  
How much will be needed for future plans such as college 
expenses? And as much as we don’t like to think about it, 
how much will be needed to cover final expenses and burial 
costs? When you finish your list and add up the total, you 
might realize that you are unprepared for the unexpected.

You can take care of that list with one-stop shopping at 
SNPJ. We can explain our variety of life insurance plans 
and help you determine which plans will best meet your 
needs. You provide a lot for your family, but you need 
to be sure that they are provided for even if you are no 
longer here. Contact your local SNPJ agent, your Lodge 
secretary or the SNPJ Home Office Marketing Department 
for more information.
• Thought for the Month — The greatest 

weapon against stress is our ability to 
choose one thought over another.

Unknown

Making a list
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PROSVETA Crossword
The 1920s (#0118) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. Incited
6. Presidents’ Day mo.
9. Pig trough stuff
13. “The Stars and Stripes
 Forever” composer
14. *“Happy Days Are Here
 Again,” ____ Reisman 
 and His Orchestra
15. *Josephine Baker’s turf
16. Blood fluid
17. Will Ferrell’s 
 Christmas character
18. Conical dwelling
19. *First Winter 
 Olympics country
21. *Female pioneer
23. Uh-huh
24. Classic sci-fi video game
25. Boxer’s punch
28. Hoodwink
30. Noble gas
34. Exclamation of sorrow
36. Lord’s servant
38. Muslim ruler honorific
40. Central Time ____
41. North Pole workforce
43. Dwarf buffalo
44. Some sorority girls
46. South American monkey
47. Like gum after novocaine shot
48. Poisonous plant

50. Fill beyond full
52. Epitome of easiness
53. Satellite TV provider
55. Final, abbr.
57. *Black day
61. *Lindbergh’s ___ of St. Louis
64. “Round up the ___ suspects!”
65. Major network
67. Healer
69. Capital of Switzerland
70. India’s smallest state
71. In an unfriendly manner
72. Greek god of love
73. It often goes with “flow”
74. Magnetic field strength unit

DOWN
1. Sixth sense
2. Subject of 
 “A Good Walk Spoiled”
3. ____ gum, food additive
4. Literary composition
5. *F. Scott Fitzgerald’s 
 “The Beautiful and the ____”
6. What refugees do
7. Snakelike fish
8. Very successful
9. Take one of these at a time
10. Nordic native
11. Curved molding
12. Jurist
15. Pollen producer

20. Malaria to Bill Gates, e.g.
22. Salmon on a bagel
24. Ascetic Muslim monk
25. *____ Age
26. Healing plants
27. Swahili or Zulu
29. Fox’s coat
31. Indian restaurant staple
32. Come clean
33. One of the Judds
35. Clothes line
37. Cheese on Peloponnese
39. *Iconic baseball player
42. Abdominal exercise
45. Equestrian’s seat
49. Foreign intelligence service
51. Provoke
54. Irish playwright 
 John Millington ____
56. Cease-fire
57. Toothpaste holder
58. Consumer
59. Eurozone money
60. “Without,” in French
61. Striker’s foe
62. Part of eye
63. Be a snitch
66. *Hairstyle
68. Shag rug

The solution to puzzle #0118 will 
run in the Feb. 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media

by MARION VOLPE 
Lodge 564 Secretary

DETROIT — The Young Americans Lodge 
564 Grape Dance was a huge success. It was 
held at the Croatian Hall in Warren, Mich., on 
Oct. 8, 2017. We had 66 people in attendance 
including four children. The entertainment 
was provided by The DeBlander Band; they 
are always a crowd pleaser. Eddie Adamic also 
joined them in playing accordion.

We had a tasty catered dinner including pork 
chops, chicken, green beans and salad. Thanks 
to many donations, the dessert table was filled 
with goodies that were out of this world. Special 
thanks to Irene Kovac for her contribution to 
the dessert table and her delicious homemade 
jelly. We sure missed Mary Jane Smith, who 
usually welcomes everyone to the hall with the 
Slovenian custom of sharing slivo, salt, bread 
and jelly.

There were many senior members in atten-
dance over the age of 90, including Antoinette 
Blazic, who turned the big 100 a month after our 
dance; Danica Hancock; Wendell Bower, who 
sang one of his favorite songs with the band; and 
Rose Hostnik, who never misses a good party.  

The grape stealing enforcement team, a.k.a. 
“the police,” were the children in attendance: 
Joey Volpe, Anthony Volpe, Eric Anderson and 
Jack Anderson. Unfortunately, they are getting 
older and would much rather be in the coat room 
playing their favorite video games together.

Donald Harrison and Cathy Volpe did a 
great job collecting money for the 50/50 draw-
ing to help with expenses. Everyone was very 
generous with their purchases. There were three 
winners: first place was Ermando Volpe, second 
place was Steve Anderson, and third place was 
Rafael Drensek. 

As always, many thanks to all who helped 
organize and set up this dance, especially Presi-
dent Rudy Zornik and all of the Lodge officers. 
Thank you to Marlene Zornik and her sidekick, 
Sue Hellner, for collecting tickets and money 
at the door. Thanks as well to all the former 
Slovene American Club (SAC) members for 
coming all the way from the west side to help 
us celebrate our grape harvest dance. We had a 
great time dancing and conversing with friends.

Until next year, na svedenje!

MARLENE ZORNIK and SUE HELLNER 
greeted guests as they entered the Grape 
Dance hosted by SNPJ Lodge 564.

The DeBlander Band provided the afternoon 
entertainment for the annual Grape Dance.

Grape Dance caps 
YA Lodge 564 
autumn activity

2018 FAMILY WEEK
FROM PAGE 1 

balance with your registration 
form, if you wish. After June 24, 
if we haven’t received your regis-
tration and deposit, you may lose 
the deposit and your cabin may be 
rented to somebody else.

For those who aren’t aware of 

all that goes on during SNPJ Fam-
ily Week, think of it as a summer 
camp for families. But you don’t 
need a family to attend; activi-
ties are geared toward individual 
campers of all ages. We have arts 
and crafts, balina and beanbag toss 
tournaments, bingo, picnics and 
hayrides to enjoy, or just hang out 

at the cabins and enjoy the friend-
ship of fellow SNPJ members. Of 
course, there’s always time at the 
pool as well. You’ll enjoy three 
meals each day, and other special 
activities are thrown in, many 
times featuring live entertainment.

Daily member guests are wel-
come at $50 per person, per day; 

non-member guests are welcome 
at $75 per person, per day. Please 
register your guests at check in.

We look forward to a fun week 
of camp during 2018 Family Week. 
If you have any questions, please 
contact Sue at the Recreation 
Center by phoning 1-877-767-5732 
or e-mailing snpj@snpjrec.com.

Plan now to join in the fun of 2018 SNPJ Family Week

by Cerkvena Miš
Lodge 321

WARREN, Ohio — Oh, that fire 
is so delightful, but not as delight-
ful as my friends at Lodge 321! 
They keep me just as warm and 
feed me cheese and other things 
as well. Today was the Christmas 
party at the Blue Wolf Tavern, 
and that was delightful as well. 
Let me tell you, I am full!

This year there were both new 
faces and familiar faces.  We had 
three little ones this year – how 
exciting is that? Arianna made her 
first appearance at a Lodge func-
tion. She is just a year old and not 
into sharing her food right now, 
and that’s OK. But she certainly 
did take quite a liking to Evalyn 
Church. I do believe Brittney and 
Chris Hollister might have a new 
babysitter on their hands. Lillian 

Church wasn’t so sure about not 
being the youngest at the party 
anymore.

We had the pleasant surprise 
of seeing Dick, Mary Lou and 
Amelia Dale this year, along with 
Louise Vett. Dick and Mary Lou 
came last year, so it was a nice 
repeat. I don’t care who knows 
it – Dick gives good bear hugs! 
However, seeing Amelia was 
quite a surprise since last year she 
was overseas teaching English. 
Everyone is happy she’s home, 
especially me since she shared 
her spinach cheese dip.

Breanna Bucco was also able 
to make the party this year.  It had 
been a while since she was able to 
do that since she has always had 
finals, but this year it worked out. 
She is already an amazing aunt to 
Arianna, and I’m willing to bet 

she’ll be an amazing nurse.
Another surprise was seeing 

Pete November. Pete is a busy 
young man who attended two 
Christmas parties on the same 
day. I had to watch; he might have 
put me in his pocket and taken 
me to his next party. Hmmm, I 
wonder if there was any cheese 
at that party?

Mom and dad, Kelley and 
John Church, need not worry 
about their girls when aunt Gail is 
around. Gail Church was in her in 
glory with both of her girls being 
there... until she realized her lap 
isn’t that big. But that’s O.K.; as 
long as she can keep up with them, 
she certainly will. However, she 
certainly couldn’t get them to try 
the spinach dip, which only means 
that there was more for me!

Some call Joy Church aunt Joy, 

some call her grandma, but I call 
her Santa’s little helper.  She made 
sure the little ones got a special 
package from Santa at the party. 
Every little girl should have a 
puppy, but not me – miš don’t like 
puppies since they usually try to 
chase us. Oh, it’s a stuffed puppy 
that’s very soft and cuddly.  Well 
then, that’s O.K.

Fred Church was in his glory 
as well.  He got to talk to Pete and 
see all of his girls.

Well, I must say no matter who 
is here or who isn’t here, I get lots 
of love. So the next time I get to 
see everyone again will be at the 
regular Lodge 321 meeting on 
Feb. 11 starting at 2 p.m. I can’t 
wait to see everyone! It’s nap time 
until then – see you soon.  

Oh, one more thing: Srečno 
novo leto! Lahko noč!

Lodge 321 members ready for the start of the new year

by JERRY WATSON
Lodge 34 Secretary/Treasurer

INDIANAPOLIS — Srečno 
novo leto 2018!

The members of SNPJ 
Lodge 34 held their last 
meeting of 2017 on Dec. 1, 
the same night as our dinner 
at the Slovenian National 
Home. Our chili dinner went 
quite well, and as usual we 
sold out. Our chef was kept 
quite busy in the kitchen.

Our members elected a 
new Lodge president and au-

ditor.  We welcome President 
Mary Dragan and Auditor 
Jennifer Velikan to their new 
offices. We would also like 
to extend our thanks to our 
previous  Lodge president, 
Nancy Stroy.

The first quarterly meet-
ing for Lodge 34 will be 
held March 25 starting at 
12:30 p.m. at Dawsons on 
Main Street in Speedway, 
Ind. Please join us as we 
plan our Lodge activities 
for 2018!

Lodge 34 Secretary JERRY WATSON stayed busy in the 
kitchen preparing the Lodge’s December dinner served at 
the Slovenian National Home.

Dec. SNH dinner closes
out the year at Lodge 34

LODGE 603 FLORIDA DAYS
FROM PAGE 1 

Our December 2017 meeting 
brought a moment of silence for de-
ceased members Summer Ferreira, 
James Kovak and Stanley Cucanich. 
Summer died Nov. 23, 2017, from 
injuries sustained in an automobile 
accident. She was a lifelong resident 
of Samsula and volunteered at our 
Lodge hall on numerous occasions. 
She was a recipient of our local Lodge 
scholarship and was attending Santa 
Fe College at Gainesville.

A memorial gathering for Summer 
was held at the Lodge 603 Hall on Dec. 
3 with more than 500 in attendance. 
Pastor Michael Tomazin officiated. 
Summer leaves behind her parents, 
John and Marjorie (Tomazin) Ferreira; 
two brothers, Hunter and Garret; a 
sister, Allie Jo; her grandmother, Terry 
Ferreira of New Smyrna Beach, Fla.; 
and countless relatives in Samsula.

Calling all Lodge 603 members! 
Our next Lodge meeting will be held 
Tuesday, Jan. 2. Dinner will be pro-
vided by Vice President Jerry Hafner 
starting at 6:30 p.m., followed by our 
business session at 7.

The following Lodge 603 officers 
have been elected to serve another 
year: President George Benedict, Vice 
President Jerry Hafner, Recording 
Secretary Rhonda Tesauro, Secretary 
Elaine Figueroa and Treasurer Connie 
Massey. Cindy Griswold is staying on 
as hall manager. Rental information 
is available by contacting Cindy at 
(386) 689-9454.

As a reminder, Frances Wesley 
of Mt. Dora, Fla., donated a queen 
bed quilt to help raise needed money 
for our Lodge treasury. Tickets for a 
chance to win are $5 each. You can 

purchase tickets through Ruth Bene-
dict, 3605 Darby Rd., New Smyrna 
Beach, FL 32168. 

The Samsula Woman’s Club had 
a very good turnout for its annual 
Christmas craft show at our Lodge hall 
in December.  The club’s Christmas 
party was held Dec. 13.

Ruth Benedict and Jeannette Hum-
phrey will be preparing a spaghetti 
dinner on Friday, Jan. 12, to raise 
money for our building insurance and 
liability policy. The dinner is priced at 
$10 per meal; the public is welcome. 
We are also planning a lasagna din-
ner on Friday, Feb. 23, again for a $10 
donation. Both meals will be served 
from 5 to 7 p.m.

Ruth Benedict will conduct a stru-
del baking and cabbage roll making 
session at the Lodge hall starting at 9 
a.m. on Saturday, Feb, 24. Your help 
is needed, so come lend your hands 
for the tasks.

Lodge 603 dues for 2018 have been 
raised to $10 and are payable to Lodge 
603 Secretary Elaine Figueroa. She 
will be mailing out notices for the 
dues, along with a list of Lodge activi-
ties for the year. Please pay promptly.

We enrolled two new members 
recently, Hugh and Kensington Butler. 
President Benedict welcomes you both 
to Lodge 603.

A thank you is extended to Ruth 
Benedict, Cindy Griswold, Nancy 
Bass and Nadine Slucher for deco-
rating our Lodge hall for the Christ-
mas season. A special thank you 
is extended to Youth Circle 57 for 
purchasing a new Christmas tree for 
our Lodge hall.

We’re looking forward to seeing 
all of you during Florida SNPJ Days 
in March!

Lodge 603 readies for Fla. SNPJ Days
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S N P J   F r a t e r n a l

Members celebrating 50, 60, 70 and 80 years with the Slovene National Benefit Society

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President

Of the 2,000 life insurance companies and 
fraternal benefit societies operating in the 
U.S., less than 100 have been in existence 

as long as the SNPJ. As a not-for-profit fraternal 
benefit society, we have successfully provided life 
insurance to our members since 1904, along with a 
full package of social, athletic and cultural programs, 
scholarships, community service projects, and much 
more. SNPJ also offers annuities that can be used 
for IRAs and Roth IRAs.

Our more than 110 years of longevity and success 
have been made possible by the loyalty and dedica-
tion of our members. The SNPJ’s engine may have 
been built and its direction set by  its founders and 
subsequent leaders, but its path has been traveled, 
cleared and paved by our dedicated members.

As a way to show respect and appreciation to 
our longtime and loyal members, we recognize 

membership milestones with a custom gift. The 
years of membership are counted in terms of adult 
membership years, not including youth enrollment 
years. These milestones of recognition include 50, 
60, 70 and 80 years of adult membership.

We ask our Fraternal Honorees, once they have 
received their awards from the Society, to submit a 
short report on their past and present lifestyle, includ-
ing their Lodge affiliation, hobbies and any other 
information that might be of interest to our readers.

In acknowledging these dedicated members, it is 
our privilege to show respect for these honorees by 
offering our thanks and appreciation for the loyalty 
they have shown the SNPJ for so many years. In this 
small way, through our offical SNPJ publication, we 
can etch their names even deeper into the archives 
of the Slovene National Benefit Society.

On behalf of the entire membership, we extend 
our congratulations to those members reaching these 
anniversary milestones. 

Sis. MARTHA MEGLICH
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. SUZANNE LAGOMARCINO
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Bro. FRANK MOZINA
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Bro. JON MULLANEY
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. SUZANNE LAGOMARCINO
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. MARTHA MEGLICH
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Bro. FRANK MOZINA
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. VELMA KOVACICH (577) Sis. JOANN BARY (715)

Sis. ELEANOR CARSON (782) Sis. SUZANNE LAGOMARCINO (257)

Sis. MARTHA MEGLICH (53) Sis. JOSEPHINE HADAD (218)

• Seventy-year SNPJ member Sis. 
VELMA KOVACICH was recog-
nized by the Society and Pueblo, 
Colo., Lodge 577 for her longtime 
membership. Sis. Kovacich writes:

“I’d like to thank SNPJ for the 
70-year membership blanket and 
for the many benefits the Society 
has provided myself and my fam-
ily. I am a proud member of SNPJ 
Lodge 577.

“I enjoy spending time with my 
daughter, Shirley, and my grand-
son, Dylan, both of whom are also 
SNPJ members. In 1947, when 
my husband and I got married, we 
became members of the former 
SNPJ Lodge 21. After my daughter 
was born, we participated in Lodge 
luncheons, dinners and dances 
as a family, creating many great 
memories.”

Sis. VELMA KOVACICH
Pueblo, Colo., Lodge 577

Pueblo, CO

• Sis. ELEANOR “Elly” CARSON, 
a 60-year SNPJ member, was 
honored by Glenshaw, Pa., Lodge 
782 and the Society. She writes:

“I have been a member of SNPJ 
since I was a youngster, when 
my cousin, Stella Murn of Wash-
ington, Pa., was the secretary of 
the Lodge there. Thank you for 
the 60th membership gift and the 
insurance.

“I enrolled my three children 
into the Society as they were born, 
and then my six grandchildren as 
well. I love reading PROSVETA 
to keep up with all that goes on in 
the different Lodges around the 
country and in Slovenia.”

Sis. ELEANOR CARSON
Glenshaw, Pa., Lodge 782

Cheswick, PA

• Cleveland Lodge 53 and the 
SNPJ recognized Sis. MARTHA 
MEGLICH for attaining 70 years of 
Society membership. Sis. Meglich 
writes:

“I want to thank the Society 
for the beautiful blanket and let-
ter commemorating my 70-year 
membership in SNPJ. With the 
winter season now here, it will be 
put to good use.

“I was born in Parkhill, Pa., 
the daughter of Anton and Ivana 
Senick. My parents enrolled me 
and my siblings into the Society 
at an early age, and I have many 
fond memories of SNPJ. As a child, 
I remember the Lodge-sponsored 
Christmas parties that were held at 
the Slovenian Hall in Conemaugh, 
Pa. Our gift from Santa was a bag 
of mixed nuts and a small box of 
candy.

“I married Albert Meglich on Oct. 
24, 1953, at St. Vitus Church in 
Cleveland. Sadly, he passed away 
unexpectedly on Oct. 22, 2002. 
Our children are Joseph, Michael 
and Cheryl; and our grandchildren 
are Lyndsey, Gregory, Anthony 
and Jami. My children, grandchil-
dren and I have spent many years 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center 
during Family Week.

“I have served as Lodge 53 
secretary for 45 years, and it has 
been very gratifying to be associ-

Share your biography 
with PROSVETA. Send 
your material to the 
attention of National 
President Joseph C. 
Evanish at 247 West Al-
legheny Road, Imperial, 
PA 15126.

celebrating your SNPJ
ann i ve r sa r y ?

ated with such fine people. In 2015, 
my niece, nephew and I visited 
Slovenia, and for the first time in 
my life, I had the chance to meet 
blood relatives.” 

Sis. MARTHA MEGLICH
Cleveland Lodge 53

Parma, OH

• The SNPJ and Universal, Pa., 
Lodge 715 honored Sis. JOANN 
BARY for her 60 years of member-
ship with the Society. She writes:

“In 1957 I competed in the Miss 
SNPJ Pageant. Sixty years later, I 
was honored as a 60-year member 
of Universal Comets Lodge 715. 
It feels just as wonderful now as it 
did 60 years ago. No, I did not win 
the pageant, but I am an honored 
winner today.

“I grew up in Penn Hills, Pa., 
and graduated from Penn Hills 
High School. I retired from the 
veteran’s hospital in Pittsburgh. 
My son, Tony, lives in Anzio, Italy. 
We are both avid cyclists. My other 
son, Mark, lives in Burgettstown, 
Pa. Life has been good.”

Sis. JOANN BARY
Universal, Pa., Lodge 715

New Kensington, PA

• Sixty-year SNPJ member Sis. 
SUZANNE LAGOMARCINO 
was recognized by the Society 
and Cleveland Lodge 257 for her 
longtime membership. She writes:

“Receiving the lovely pen in 
honor of my membership anniver-
sary was such a pleasant surprise.  
Thank you! It will be used often 
with pleasure.

“My childhood in Cleveland 
included many SNPJ gatherings 
on various holidays. As an adult 
I became more involved along 
with relatives when we moved to 
St. Louis, my parents’ hometown. 
My mother taught us how to make 
an excellent potica! My uncle, Carl 
Zvanut, wrote the ‘Senior Corner’ 
articles for PROSVETA until his 
death not long ago.

“I retired 10 years ago from a 
long career as a microbiologist, 
computer saleswoman, and finally, 
a non-profit executive director. 
My husband and I have traveled 
extensively since retiring. One of 
the highlights was a trip to Slovenia 
with my brothers and sisters. We 
met our wonderful Zvanut cous-
ins and explored the gorgeous 
Slovenian country, from Piran to 
Ptuh. Bojan Zvanut and family 
from Komen toured us all around 
the eastern part of Slovenia.  Then 
we met the rest of the family and 
partied heartily! The food was 
fabulous, and laughter and love 
prevailed. The connections made 
during that visit continue today.

“Our niece, Catherine, visited 
Bojan and family when studying 
in France. Bojan, his wife Iris, 
and daughter Veronica attended 
Catherine’s wedding in Houston in 
April before traveling to the home 
of our daughter, Natalie, near San 
Francisco. Their son, Anze, has 
traveled here twice and plans to 

return again. I also hope to return 
to Slovenia one day soon.

“Thank you again for the lovely 
gift.”

Sis. SUZANNE LAGOMARCINO
Cleveland Lodge 257

Alton, IL

• Sis. JOSEPHINE HADAD, a 60-
year SNPJ member, was honored 
by Denver Lodge 218 and the 
Society. She writes:

“I have been a proud member 
of SNPJ for the last 60 years, 
currently with Lodge 218. Born 
to Slovenian parents, my father 
was very active in the Society 
and loved SNPJ. I remember at-
tending Lodge picnics and polka 
dances, and helping him prepare 
the minutes of Lodge meetings.

“I married the love of my life, 
George Hadad. We were fortunate 
to be able to travel to Yugoslavia 
and visit my relatives. It was ex-
tremely helpful to be able to speak 
some Slovenian.

“I have three beautiful daugh-
ters, three sons-in-law, four grand-
daughters and three grandsons. I 
still live independently in my own 
home and have been an avid 
bowler for 55 years.

“I wish to thank the Society for 
the wonderful pen. I certainly will 
enjoy it. Thank you, SNPJ, for all 
the great benefits and memorable 
times over the years.  Bless you 
all!”

Sis. JOSEPHINE HADAD
Denver Lodge 218

Trinidad, CO

• Salem, Ohio, Lodge 476 and the 
SNPJ recognized Bro. FRANK 
MOZINA for attaining 70 years of 
Society membership. Bro. Mozina 
writes:

“Thank you for the beautiful 
and useful blanket for my 70th 
anniversary with SNPJ.

“My father was a coal miner. I 
was 11 years old when the mine in 
Piney Fork, Ohio, closed. We then 
moved to a small farm in Salem. I 
was the oldest of four children, two 
boys and two girls. We all spoke 
Slovenian at home and loved 
Slovenian music. We belonged 
to the former SNPJ Lodge 476 
and had many Slovenian friends 
in the area.

“After graduating high school 
and working for 10 years in a 
manufacturing plant, I began 
studying at Youngstown College, 
graduating with a degree in metal-
lurgical engineering. I worked for 
General Electric, Reactive Metals 
and General American Corp. in 
welding corrosion, metallurgy and 
quality control until my retirement.

“Over the years I enjoyed many 
Slovenian picnics, dances and 
great polka bands in the Cleve-
land, Youngstown and Pittsburgh 
areas, but never married. My fa-
vorite hobbies were playing poker 
and fishing, and the Cleveland 
Browns and Cleveland Indians are 
my favorite sports teams.

“At 87, I reside in an apartment 

and do some of my own cooking. 
I read a lot, and spend some time 
tinkering with hobbies and listening 
to music.

“Many thanks to SNPJ for their 
great contribution to the enjoyment 
of Slovenian culture.”

Bro. FRANK MOZINA
Salem, Ohio, Lodge 476

Salem, OH

• Cleveland Lodge 257 and the 
SNPJ recognized Sis. PHYLLIS 
SKOK for attaining 70 years of 
Society membership. Sis. Skok 
writes:

“Thank you for the commemora-
tive custom embroidered blanket 
sent to me in honor of my 70-year 
SNPJ membership. The gift is ap-
preciated.”

Sis. PHYLLIS SKOK
Cleveland Lodge 257

Mentor, OH

• The SNPJ and Barberton, Ohio, 
Lodge 626 honored Sis. MARTHA 
HESS on her 70 years of member-
ship with the Society. She writes:

“What a pleasant surprise to 
receive a lovely blanket for my 
70-year membership! Thank you 
so much.

“I grew up one of seven children, 
and my mother enrolled all of us 
as members in our local Youth 
Circle. When I turned 18, I became 
an adult member of the Lodge. I 
have many fond memories associ-
ated with SNPJ and send my best 
wishes to you all.”

Sis. MARTHA HESS
Barberton, Ohio, Lodge 626

Massillon, OH

• Bro. JON MULLANEY, a 60-year 
SNPJ member, was honored by 
Milwaukee Lodge 584 and the 
Society. He writes:

“My grandmother’s brother, 
Paul Peklay, helped build the for-
mer Slovene Hall in Waukegan, 
Ill., on 10th St. It was the dividing 
line between Waukegan and North 
Chicago. Uncle Paul lived next 
door to us and one block away from 

Bro. JON MULLANEY
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Bro. FRANK MOZINA (476)

the hall, where he was an officer 
until the day he died. I go by the 
hall every Sunday morning, and 
although it was sold some time ago 
and is now a church, the building 
is still in perfect shape.

“Without exaggeration, if I had a 
buck for every time I entered that 
building, I could fly anywhere with a 
first class ticket, spend two weeks 
and still come back with a pocket 
full of cash. I remember the many 
weddings, New Year’s Eve parties 
(for which I ran the hat check for 
several years) and many other 
celebrations held there.

“As a paperboy, I rolled my 
newspapers in the lobby when 
the weather was bad. And if my 
dad stopped by for a couple of 
beers, I’d go out and play balina. 
So the SNPJ has been in my life 
for many years. Every Sunday I 
get a reminder as I pass the old 
hall, and it pleases me that Uncle 
Paul’s building is still standing tall.”

Bro. JON MULLANEY
Milwaukee Lodge 584

Zion, IL
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Important figures to consider...
29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

1-800-843-7675

!
If your coverage is over 5 years old,

contact SNPJ for a policy review.

PROSVETA 2018 Publication Dates

Publication dates are highlighted in black boxes; deadline dates are circled. The deadline for submissions is noon 
on the third Wednesday of each month, unless otherwise noted above or on the front page. Submissions may be 
mailed to PROSVETA at 247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126; faxed to (724) 695-1555; e-mailed to 
prosveta@snpj.com; or submitted via the Publications section of the SNPJ website, www.snpj.org.
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SNPJ fraternal sympathies

SNPJ Crossword
HOLIDAY MOVIES (#1217) solution

Bro. BerNard r. Javorek
• Lodge 257 •

CLEVELAND — The Ja-
vorek family and the members 
of Lodge 257 sadly announce 
the Aug. 9, 2017, passing of 
Bro. Bernard Richard “Bernie” 
Javorek, 88, of Middleburg 
Heights, Ohio – a long and 
challenging life well lived, and 
now a serene and peaceful rest 
well deserved.

Bro. Javorek resided in 
Cleveland and the surrounding 
area his entire life. He served 
his country in the Korean 
War as a U.S. Army Master 
Sergeant and spent his entire 

DEATHS REPORTED
For the month of October 2017
   DATE OF
LODGE NAME DEATH CITY-STATE
 A02 Thomas Vitunic 08-17-2017 Allison Park, Pa.
 A02 Emil R. Bartolowits 08-26-2017 Clam Gulch, Ark.
 FD4 Nina T. Ivosevic 09-12-2017 McKees Rocks, Pa.
 3 Matthew J. Oreskovich 10-03-2017 Johnstown, Pa.
 6 Geraldine M. Weikel 09-14-2017 Carnegie, Pa.
 6 Edward A McCabe 09-22-2017 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 8 Michael J. Cervi 09-06-2017 Tinley Park, Ill.
 41 Louis E. Soltys 10-06-2017 Latrobe, Pa.
 87 Ronald J. Bombach 08-09-2017 Greensburg, Pa.
 87 Frank J. Murin 09-01-2017 Uniontown, Pa.
 89 Argie Smith 09-05-2017 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 106 Rose Doerr 09-07-2017 Clinton, Pa.
 106 Joan A. Anderson 09-27-2017 Oakdale, Pa.
 106 William J. Fiscus 09-19-2017 Imperial, Pa.
 106 Kenneth G. Butya 08-23-2017 Presto, Pa.
 106 Iva Mae Derosky 09-07-2017 Davie, Fla.
 107 Robert A. Lepold 09-20-2017 Naylor, Mo.
 117 Olga G. Janesko  08-14-2017 McKeesport, Pa.
 120 Anna Shubin 04-29-2017 Kerman, Calif.
 126 Alice M. Yavor 08-30-2017 Monroe Falls, Ohio
 138 Wilma M. Martincic 06-30-2017 Canonsburg, Pa.
 138 Zackery A. Maier 08-09-2017 Washington, PA
 142 Ronald C. Snyder 09-04-2017 Richmond Heights, Ohio
 158 Albert V. Peterson 06-28-2017 Avon Lake, Ohio
 174 Anna Volcjak 10-02-2017 Baltimore, Md.
 198 Robert A. Krultz 05-13-2017 Neillsville, Wis.
 254 Denise Ann Boyer 09-20-2017 Johnstown, Pa.
 265 Kenneth W. McElhaney 08-19-2017 Southview, Pa.
 358 Lucille M. Possage 09-21-2017 Lisbon, Ohio
 564 Barbara A. Vicini 09-19-2017 Wixom, Mich.
 581 Peter L. Turk 09-16-2017 Frewsburg, N.Y.
 584 Veronica Byrne 09-13-2017 Crystal, Minn.
 603 Doris L. Barnes 04-13-2015 New Smyrna Beach, Fla.
 603 Mary Mosebach 09-19-2017 Sarasota, Fla.
 604 Richard J. Kaucic 05-12-2017 Willowick, Ohio
 677 Robert J. Striho 08-27-2014 Reed City, Mich.
 715 John A. Menzie 11-17-2016 North Versailles, Pa.
 723 Zorka E. Derby 10-09-2017 Carbondale, Colo.
 749 Sarah C. Heinlein 09-05-2017 Johnstown, Pa.

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO

39-year working career do-
ing a job he loved within the 
brotherhood of Pipefitters Lo-
cal Union 120.

Bernie was a longtime 
member of the former SNPJ 
Lodge 264 and continued his 
membership with Lodge 257. 
He enjoyed many years of 
bowling in an SNPJ league and 
participating in tournaments in 
the Midwest.

Bro. Javorek was preceded 
in death by his son, Bernard 
Javorek Jr.; his parents, Stefan 
and Katarina; his brothers and 
a sister; and a son-in-law. He 
is survived by his wife of 62 
years, Elizabeth Hellisz Ja-
vorek; two daughters, Rita and 
Rose Ann; a son-in-law, Jim; 
three granddaughters, Theresa, 
Laura and Linda; four great-
grandchildren, Ashlyn, Megan 
Rose, Tyler and Aiden; a sister, 
Dorothy; and numerous nieces 
and nephews.

 A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Bro. Javorek 
on Aug. 12, 2017, at St. Wen-
delin Parish in Cleveland.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 257 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 

Javorek’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. JosePh J. Mlakar
• Lodge 723 •

FONTANA, Calif. — The 
Mlakar family and the mem-
bers of Lodge 723 sadly report 
the Nov. 15, 2017, passing of 
Bro. Joseph J. Mlakar, 94, of 
Fontana.

Bro. Mlakar was born Sept. 
13, 1923, to Slovenian immi-
grants Jacob and Mary Mlakar 
in Chisholm, Minn. Joe learned 
to play his father’s button ac-
cordion as a teenager and spent 
nearly 80 years performing, 
preserving and promoting 
Slovenian folk songs and 
Cleveland-style polka music.

After graduating from 
Chisholm High School in 
1941, Bro. Mlakar moved to 
Cleveland and worked as a ma-
chinist. In 1944 he was drafted 
into the Army where he served 
with the Combat Engineers in 
Europe. Discharged in 1946, he 
returned to Chisholm and was 
soon requested to play and sing 
for weddings and private par-
ties, and in taverns and dance 
halls throughout Minnesota’s 
Mesabi Iron Range.

Joe married Rosemary 
Novak in 1949 and had five 
children, Joe Jr., Fred, John, 
Martin and Teresa. Due to dete-
riorating economic conditions 
on Minnesota’s Mesabi Iron 
Range, Joe migrated with his 
family to California in 1959. 
They settled in Fontana where 
there was an active Slovenian-
American community.

In 1961 Bro. Mlakar pur-
chased a night club about a 
half mile south of Route 66 
and dubbed it Mlakar’s Elbow 
Room. Every weekend for over 
30 years, Joe entertained guests 
either solo or with featured 
polka musicians and his sons, 
Fred and Joe. The Elbow Room 
became an established West 
Coast hangout and watering 
hole for local and traveling 
polka fans, as well as musicians 
like Frankie Yankovic.

Joe’s musical accomplish-
ments include eight arrange-
ments recorded on 78 rpm 
discs starting in 1949, five 
LPs with Frank Zietz, and 
three LPs with his sons’ group, 
the Mlakar Bros. Orchestra. 
He was also a composer of 
original melodies. 

In 2013, “Glacier Polka” 
and “Sequoia Polka” were 
licensed for use in the “Test 
Anxiety” episode of ABC 
Family Channel’s Baby Daddy 
series, which continues to air 
on Netflix.

Bro. Mlakar loved when 
his friends gathered to sing. 

He convinced them to form a 
Slovenian singing society, and 
the Slovenian Men Choraleers 
of Northern Minnesota was 
thus founded. Joe sang baritone 
and accompanied the group on 
his accordion.

He also promoted polka 
music by entering a festively 
decorated float on which he 
led the Mlakar’s Elbow Room 
polka band in the annual Fon-
tana Day Parade. It was always 
a crowd favorite that won a 
trophy almost every year.

Bro. Mlakar helped lead a 
button box revival within the 
Slovenian-American com-
munity. He also served as co-
director of the Fontana Slovene 
Button Accordion Club for 
many years. This group held a 
Far West Button Box Contest 
and Festival for 24 years, and 
Joe emceed the event nearly 
every year.

After retiring from the bar 
business, Joe joined the Mlakar 
Bros. Orchestra which played 
hundreds of dance events for 
the Fontana Slovene Hall, the 
Southern California Polka 
Boosters Club, the Orange 
County Polka Club, Okto-
berfest gigs and many other 
venues. Well into his 90s, Joe 
continued to entertain.

Bro. Mlakar was preceded 
in death by a brother, William 
Mlakar of Chisholm in 2010. 
He is survived by his wife, 
Rosemary; four children, Joe 
(Teresa) of Roseville, Calif., 
Fred of Irvine, Calif., John 
(Lucille) of Auburn, Calif., 
Marty (Patti) of Moreno Val-
ley, Calif., and Teresa (Ken) 
Koci of Laguna Niguel, Calif.; 
a brother, Stanley Mlakar of 
Chisholm; 11 grandchildren; 
and 11 great-grandchildren.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 723 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Mlakar’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

sis. Mary ravNikar
• Lodge 2 •

LA SALLE, Ill. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 2 sadly report 

the Nov. 15, 2017, passing of 
Sis. Mary Ravnikar, 91, of La 
Salle in Manor Court, Peru, Ill.

Sis. Ravnikar was born Oct. 
31, 1926, in La Salle, a daughter 
of the late Tranquilla (Frank) 
and Jenny Parisotto. She mar-
ried Frank Ravnikar on July 1, 
1950, in Sacred Heart Church, 
Oglesby, Ill.

Mary worked for Westclox 
in Peru for more than 25 years 
as a clerk. A 56-year member 
of SNPJ Lodge 2, she was also 
a member of St. Valentine’s 
Church in Peru, and a member 
of the former St. Roch’s/Res-
urrection churches in La Salle 
until their closing.

Surviving are her husband; 
two nieces, Connie (Dr. Ram) 
Gouda and Sarah (Peter) Bo-
navia; four nephews, Randy 
(Rosemary) Ulanowski, Rob-
ert (Laura) Ravnikar, James 
(Karen) Ravnikar and Richard 
(Francine) Ravnikar; and two 
brothers- in-law, Emit Ula-
nowski and John (Jeannette) 
Ravnikar. She was preceded 
in death by two sisters, Lydia 
Weekly and Rena Ulanowski.

A funeral Mass was cel-
ebrated for Sis. Ravnikar on 
Nov. 18, 2017, in St. Valen-
tine’s Church officiated by 
Monsignor Richard Soseman. 
Burial followed in St. Vin-
cent’s Cemetery, La Salle.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 2 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Ravnikar’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

sis. Mary l. toovey
• Lodge 2 •

LA SALLE, Ill. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 2 sadly report 
a second recent loss with the 
Nov. 23, 2017, passing of Sis. 
Mary L. Toovey, 82, of DePue, 
Ill., in Perry Memorial Hospi-
tal, Princeton, Ill.

Sis. Toovey was born Oct. 
28, 1935, in DePue to Vincent 
and Mary (Kuhar) Suarez. She 
married Gerald Toovey Dec. 
21, 1954, in St. Mary Catholic 
Church, DePue.

Mary was a member of St. 
Mary Catholic Church and 
attended Nativity of Our Lord 
Parish in Spring Valley, Ill. 
A 39-year member of SNPJ 
Lodge 2, she was also a member 
of the DePue Booster Club. 
She had worked at Westclox 
and was the secretary for the 
DePue Telephone Company 
until retiring.

Sis. Toovey is survived by 
her husband, Gerald, of DePue; 
a son, Kevin (Gina) Toovey 
of Granville, Ill.; a daughter, 
Denise Toovey of Peru, Ill.; 
six grandchildren, Nicholas 

Ziano, Nelena Andreoni, Nori 
Toovey, Narissa Keller, Nolan 
Toovey and Alivia Kelsey; six 
great-grandchildren; and two 
sisters, Anita (Leonard) Hybki 
of Peru and Sylvia (Jim) Hubert 
of Granite City, Ill.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; four sisters, 
Dorothy Baracani, Gloria 
Corpus, Betty Suarez and Lil-
lian Baer; and three brothers, 
Joseph, Vincent and James 
Suarez.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Toovey 
on Nov. 27, 2017, in Nativity 
of Our Lord Catholic Church 
with Rev. Robert Spilman of-
ficiating. Burial followed in 
Valley Memorial Park.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 2 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Toovey’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss. 

sis. eliNor P. MezyNski
• Lodge 89 •

MIDWAY, Pa. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 89 sadly an-
nounce the Nov. 24, 2017, 
passing of Sis. Elinor P. 
Mezynski, 87, of McDonald, 
North Fayette Twp., Pa., in 
Victoria Manor, Oakdale, Pa.

Sis. Mezynski was born 
Feb. 5, 1930, in Cecil, Pa., a 
daughter of the late John and 
Elsie Bourguignon Main.

Prior to becoming a home-
maker, she worked at G.C. 
Murphy Co. 5 & 10 in McDon-
ald. She was an excellent cook 
and gardener, and was devoted 
to her family.

In addition to 48 years of 
SNPJ membership, she was 
a member of St. Alphonsus 
Roman Catholic Church in 
McDonald.

She was preceded in death 
by her beloved husband, Frank 
S. “Humby” Mezynski, on Dec. 
4, 2012. They were married 
June 1, 1954. She was also 
predeceased by her parents and 
a brother, Robert Main.

Surviving are three chil-
dren, James (Gail) Mezynski of 
Upper St. Clair, Pa., and Larry 
(Carol) Mezynski and Susan 
(Jeffery) Loden of McDonald; 
a grandson; three great-grand-
children; a brother, Jon David 
(Jean) Main of Oklahoma; an 
aunt; and several nieces and 
nephews.

Private interment was held 
in Robinson Run Cemetery, 
McDonald.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 89 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Mezynski’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

Bro. JOSEPH J. MLAKAR (723)Bro. BERNARD R. JAVOREK (257)
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All-Events
$5 per 
person

YES/NO

Highest 
Average
2016-17

Lodge
  No.

Doubles & Singles 
Entry fee $30 per person

Friday/Saturday Only

1.

2.

3.

4.

Highest
Average
2016-17

Lodge
No.

Four Person Team Event
Entry fee $60 per team

Sunday Only

Submit bowlers’ names by position in lineup

2018 SNPJ Winter Classic bowling Tournament
February 16-18, 2018

Team name _____________________________________
Team captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

The entry fee for each event is $15 per bowler, $9.00 of which shall be used for prizes 
and $6.00 for bowling. An extra $5 is charged to all who desire to compete for 

handicap all-events prizes. The Slovene National Benefit Society adds $6 
per member to each prize fund except all-events.

Return form, along with fees of $15 per person, per event, to:
John Wagner

1435 Paxton Farm Rd., Washington, PA 15301
Phone: (724) 746-5074

Make checks payable to SNPJ Lodge 138
ENTRY DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 2, 2018

The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament 
rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department, 

247 West Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126.

co-sponsored by SNPJ Lodge 6 and SNPJ Lodge 138 
and SNPJ Athletic Districts 1 and 2

WOMEN
Doubles & Singles Events

at Sygan Lodge 6 
540 Third Ave.

Bridgeville, PA 15017
Phone: (412) 221-9862

 Saturday, Feb. 17, 9:30 a.m.
 Saturday, Feb. 17, 1:30 p.m.

WOMEN
Team Event

at Strabane Lodge 138 
269 Latimer Ave.

Strabane, PA 15363
Club: (724) 745-9860
Lanes: (724) 745-9775

 Sunday, Feb. 18, 10:30 a.m.
 Sunday, Feb. 18, 1 p.m.

 Friday, Feb. 16, 6:30 p.m.
 Saturday, Feb. 17, 9 a.m.
 Saturday, Feb. 17, 1 p.m.

MEN
Doubles & Singles Events

at Strabane Lodge 138 
269 Latimer Ave.

Strabane, PA 15363
Club: (724) 745-9860
Lanes: (724) 745-9775

 Sunday, Feb. 18, 9 a.m.
 Sunday, Feb. 18, 11:30 a.m.
 Sunday, Feb. 18, 2 p.m.

MEN
Team Event

at Sygan Lodge 6 
540 Third Ave.

Bridgeville, PA 15017
Phone: (412) 221-9862

by TINA RIGLER
Lodge 449 Secretary/Treasurer

CICERO, Ill. — Cicero Neighbors Lodge 449 held its 
annual meeting on Nov. 20, 2017. All members enjoyed 
a holiday luncheon at the meeting. Secretary Tina Rigler 
read all communications received from the SNPJ Home 
Office and gave a financial report. An annual audit will 
be scheduled before the next meeting.

Members approved a $5 gift to each youth member that 
attend the Chicago District Federation Christmas party. 
on Dec. 2. There were nine Lodge 449 youth members in 
attendance and they all participated in the talent program.

As a notice to all Lodge 449 members, we will meet 
four times in 2018. The meetings will begin at 1 p.m. at 
the home of Secretary Rigler, 1116 Berkley Ln. in Lemont, 
Ill., on the following dates: March 11, June 17, Sept. 16 
and Nov. 18. Members decided that their four activities 
for 2018 will be held on the same dates as the regularly 
scheduled meetings. We will be playing card bingo after 
the March 11 meeting, so please bring a $1 gift. The June 
17 meeting will be held during the Father’s Day picnic at 
St. Mary’s in Lemont.

Our election of officers was also held during the Nov. 20 
meeting and the following officers were elected: President 
Vince Rigler, Vice President Meredith Maresh, Recording 
Secretary Edward Dabrowski, Secretary/Treasurer Tina 
Rigler, Sgt.-at-Arms Elinore Laben, and auditors Justin 
Rigler, Elena Maresh and Robert Rigler. Congratulations 
to all officers.

Our representatives to the Chicago District Federation 
are delegates Edward Dabrowski, Tina Rigler and Vince 
Rigler, with Jan Maresh, Meredith Maresh and Justin Rigler 
serving as alternates.

On Dec. 1, 2017, Lodge 449 members Edward Dabrows-
ki, Meredith Maresh and Vince Rigler attended the Cook 
County International Christmas Celebration held by Cook 
County Treasurer Maria Pappas. The celebration featured 
decorated trees from various countries, including Slovenia.

I wish all of our members a healthy new year, and I 
look forward to seeing more of you at our next meeting on 
Sunday, March 11. Don’t forget your $1 gift to play card 
bingo. The meeting begins at 1 p.m. at the Rigler home, 
1116 Berkley Ln. in Lemont. If you need directions, please 
call (630) 257-5051.

The members of Cicero Neighbors Lodge 449 enjoyed a holiday 
luncheon during their Nov. 20, 2017, Lodge meeting.

Lodge 449 members [from left] EDWARD DABROWSKI, 
MEREDITH MARESH and VINCE RIGLER attended the annual 
Cook County International Christmas Celebration hosted by County 
Treasurer Maria Pappas.

Lodge 449 sets meeting, activity dates for 2018

50-Year Members
January 2018
 Lodge Member
 A01 Sandra L. Bishop
 A02 Carol M. Hall
 A02 Anna M. Balsimo
 5 Linda M. Burt
 5 Kenneth A. Kaus
 5 Joy E. Trennel
 6 Barbara A. West
 6 Joann C. Suhayda
 31 Clifford A. Toth
 34 Steven N. Kukich
 41 Ralph W. Jenko
 53 Alan A. Sosic
 87 Tana J. Sisco
 87 Barbara A. Ford
 138 Susan A. Beatty
 138 Margaret S. Ottena
 138 Felicia C. Papakie
 207 Carole A. Fleming
 207 Judith A. Tracy
 223 Cynthia L. Zajec

Lodge Member
 225 Frank J. Polsak Jr.
 254 Mary T. Clemmings
 559 James L. Cainkar
 559 Lewis F. Walloch
 562 Robert A. Matusik
 564 Johnny S. Gorshe
 581 Judith A. Schreiber
 584 Gail B. Jubala
 604 Sally J. Rogell Caldwell
 626 Susan J. Byron
 626 Kathy J. Keppel
 626 Linda E. Kompara
 665 Edward V. Simcic
 677 Patricia C. Gall
 686 Dale A. Yamnik
 715 David J. Richter
 721 Charlotte E. Hudson
 770 Rosemary Smolar
 782 Robert L. Hudon
 786 Tina Sommers-Bernhardt

60-Year Members
January 2018
 Lodge Member
 A02 Patricia M. Lebaron
 6 Margaret A. Oliver
 8 Nicholas T. Bubalo
 158 Mary Ann Champa
 158 Diana J. Sunday
 216 Julius R. Jerich

Lodge Member
 254 Elvira V. Kelley
 254 Leonard R. Kelley
 274 Jean M. Russell
 321 Dennis J. Persin
 518 Lester J. Appl
 604 Clifford Gabriel

 Lodge Member
 A02 Jack L. Reinhardt
 2 Virginia J. Pace
 31 Angeline Frances Adams
 31 Dorothy A. Venglarik
 113 Constance Poglajen
 355 John E. Drobnick
 559 Anne Cretnik

70-Year Members
January 2018

Lodge Member
 559 Genevieve Tuel
 584 Mildred Kaczmaryn
 584 Dolores V. Slesrick
 629 Frank W. Archer
 643 Clara Weymer
 729 Mildred M. Magatz
 782 Alberta M. Yurchick

 Lodge Member
 3 Mildred A. Kluchar
 5 Frances Stoken

80-Year Members
January 2018

by JEAN KOCI 
Lodge 786 Secretary/Treasurer

ORANGE COUNTY, Calif. 
— Lodge 786 held its an-
nual meeting on Dec. 3, 2017. 
Our election of officers took 
place and plans for 2018 were 
discussed. The meeting was 
followed by a visit from Santa, 
who presented gifts to the 
children in attendance.

Bro. Don Milek entertained 
with his accordion, playing 
Christmas carols while our 
members and children sang 
along with some of the songs. 
About 50 adults and children 
attended, varying in ages from 
10 months to 95 years.

One of the highlights was 
the meal, which was enjoyed 
by everyone. The Lodge pro-
vided the main dishes and folks 
brought salads, sides and des-
serts. It was a delightful table 
with lots of tasty foods. There 
was a beverage table with lots 
of refreshments as well.

Our Christmas party is 
always a time for friends and 

families to catch up and see 
how much the kids have grown 
since the last event. This year, 
Santa had some new young 
members to greet, and we’ll 
get see how these little ones 
grow up over the next few 
years. When Santa started 
coming to our parties in 1999, 
we had some toddlers who are 
now grown up and university 
graduates. Time flies! What 
a joy to see these youngsters 
grow up to be young adults of 
whom we are proud!

Thank you, Santa, and to 
all who worked to make this 
a wonderful party! We would 
especially like to thank Christy 
Udovch Gottdank in her first 
year as Youth Circle 104 direc-
tor. She did such a good job of
entertaining the kids and co-
ordinating with Santa. Thanks 
as well to Lina, who brought 
a beautiful basket of stuffed 
animals so that each child 
could choose one to take home. 
That sure brought extra smiles 
to their faces!

The Orange Coast Lodge 786 Christmas party was a jolly 
good time for youth and adult members alike.

A happy holiday party 
for Lodge 786 members

• Receive $10 for each valid referral submitted.
• Every valid referral earns the recommender
 one chance in the Quarterly Drawing for an
 opportunity to win $100.

• Every valid referral also earns the recommender 
one chance in the Year-end Drawing for an

 opportunity to win $500 cash.

By submitting one valid referral,
you have the opportunity to earn

a total of $610 in cash prizes!

Recommender Benefits

The SNPJ Recommender Program pro-
vides an opportunity for adult members 
to encourage family, friends, children and 
acquaintances to join the Slovene National 
Benefit Society and take advantage of SNPJ’s 
competitive products and numerous frater-
nal benefits. Not only will you be helping a 
friend and strengthening our Society, you’ll 
also be receiving benefits yourself.

I would like to introduce
_________________________________________

for SNPJ membership

Please contact: __________________________________________
 (Parent or guardian if under age 18)

Address: _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________

Phone: (             ) _________________________________________

Indicate Preferred Agent ___________________________________
 (Optional)

My Name: ______________________________________________

My Lodge Number: _______________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________

Phone: (             ) _________________________________________

e-mail __________________________________________________

Each individual must be informed that an agent will contact him/her and the referral
must have some interest in SNPJ in order for the recommender to be considered valid.

Complete this coupon and return to
Slovene National Benefit Society

Att’n: Marketing Department
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA 15126

SNPJ Recommender Program
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SNPJ offers Roth IRAs in 
addition to our regular IRAs 
and annuities to help build a 
safe financial future for you 

and your family. We’ve helped 
build secure futures for our 

members for over a century.
Phone 1-800-843-7675 and 

we’ll be happy to help you too.

money... and it’s up to you whether 
you pay now or pay later.

Uncle Sam wants your 

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — For many years, 
SNPJ members have enjoyed the 
unique and truly remarkable facility 
that is the SNPJ Recreation Center. The 
experiences and countless memories 
that have been made there are treasured 
by thousands. The Recreation Center 
is now more than 50 years old and, as 
with so many things, time, along with 
wear and tear, have taken their toll.

The large upper cabins, situated 
opposite the lake along Martin Road, 
are some of the first structures that 
were built on the property. Cabins #1 
and #2 have already been completed. 
The budgeted cost to complete one 
cabin was $28,000. There are a total 
of 24 large cabins and 12 motel units 
as part of this project. It will take a 
significant amount of capital to finish 
this project, and will likely take years 
to complete. The more donations we 
receive, the quicker we can complete 
the project. Since this is not a cultural 
or educational (scholarship) cause, but 

rather, recreational in nature, contribu-
tions are not considered tax deductible. 

We encourage Lodges, Fed-
erations, members, friends and other 
organizations to contribute. Several 
have already contributed. While we 
do offer “Club Level” recognition, all 
donations will be listed in ProSveTA.

Donors at the following Club Lev-
els will receive  their name on a plaque 
inside the corresponding cabin: Bronze 
Level, $1,000; Silver Level, $5,000; 
Gold Level, $10,000; and Platinum 
Level, $25,000.

Donation checks can be made 
payable to “SNPJ.” Please indicate 
“Cabin Renovation” in the memo area. 
Provide your name and address, and 
the acknowledgment name and address 
if the donation is made in memory of 
someone. 

Send your donation to Slovene 
National Benefit Society, 247 West 
Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126. 
All donations are greatly appreci-
ated. Thank you in advance for your 
support!

Support the Rec Center Cabin Renovation Project
Before

After

DELEGATE ELECTIONS
FROM PAGE 1

be removed from the ballot until such time as someone receives a majority 
of votes cast. After a delegate (or alternate) has been elected, voting shall 
continue, with all previous candidates (including the person or persons who 
have been removed from the ballot) being eligible for election. This procedure 
shall continue until all positions have been filled. All delegates and alternates 
of a Lodge shall be nominated and elected at the same meeting.
Lodges which unite to attain the required number of members to qualify for elec-
tion of a delegate shall do so no later than five (5) months prior to the National 
Convention and notify the National President of the combination no later than 
fifteen (15) days thereafter. Lodges which find it difficult to unite may apply to 
the Executive Committee for assistance. Election shall be held at a combined 
meeting of the united Lodges. The Executive Committee, with the assistance 
of the Regional Vice Presidents, shall be responsible for combinations. Where 
it is impractical because of distance between Lodges, the election shall be held 
separately, in which case the local Lodges shall, prior to the election, agree 
upon which person will be the delegate.
Within ten (10) days after the election of delegates and alternates, the local 
Lodge shall certify to the National Secretary the names and addresses of the 
delegates and alternates so elected. The National Secretary shall publish the 
names and addresses of the elected delegates and alternates in the official 
publication of the Society. Publication of such list will be printed three (3) to 
six (6) weeks prior to the convention.
The delegates registered and qualified at the last regular convention of the 
National Legislative Body shall also serve as delegates to special conventions 
of the National Legislative Body, including action of the National Legislative 
Body conducted by written ballot.

Sec. 4. Qualifications of Delegates and Alternates. A member, not below the 
age of 18 at the time of election, shall be eligible as a delegate or alternate to a 
regular or special convention of the National Legislative Body who has been a 
member of the Society at least two years and a member of his Lodge at least 
one year in the month of the election, except members of new Lodges in exis-
tence at least four (4) months and members of Lodges terminated by merger 
or dissolution. A member who is not in good standing shall not be qualified as a 
delegate or alternate, nor shall a member be qualified for delegate or alternate 
who has not attended at least 50% of the regular Lodge meetings in the twelve 
(12) months prior to the election of delegates to the National Convention and 
signed his or her name in the Lodge attendance book or has otherwise been 
recorded by the Lodge as in attendance. Any member who has been found 
guilty of fraud or embezzlement by any fraternal society or any Lodge thereof, 
or by any court at any time, or who is a licensed insurance agent appointed 
by any life insurance company other than the Society, or who is a member of 
the board of any other fraternal or mutual benefit society, shall not be eligible 
as a delegate or alternate.
In any Lodge entitled to more than one delegate, the Lodge secretary shall 
have the option to serve as one of the Lodge delegates, provided that he has 
served as secretary of the Lodge twelve (12) months prior to the convention 
year considering up to January 31 as the first month, and that he meets the 
requirements for convention delegates. The Lodge secretary shall notify the 
Lodge of his or her intention to serve as a delegate prior to Lodge delegate 
elections.

(SNPJ Articles of Incorporation, Bylaws and Resolutions, 2015-2018.
The Society Bylaws are available upon request.)

In order to assist our Lodges with less than 75 members in finding a suitable 
Lodge or Lodges with which they may unite, we will publish the Lodge numbers 
and the adult membership of each Lodge with less than 75 members in the 
next issue of PROSVETA. Lodges which find it difficult to unite may apply to 
the Executive Committee for assistance. It is requested that Lodges which 
unite to elect a delegate report immediately thereafter of such merger to the 
National President, stating the Lodges involved. This type of combination is 
not permanent as it relates only to delegate representation for the convention 
and must be completed by March 1.
Two factors govern the vote in the management and insurance affairs of the 
Society, including all Lodge affairs:

(1) Be a beneficial member; and
(2) Be in good standing.

No restrictions can be made on voting privileges by an attendance factor of 
so many meetings, with the exception of being present at the meeting when 
the vote is taken.

JOSEPH C. EVANISH, FLMI
SNPJ National President/CEO

Election of convention 
delegates and alternates

A CENTURY
in the making

Name _________________________________________

Address _______________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________

Number of copies _______________________________

RETURN THIS ORDER FORM TO
Slovene National Benefit Society

247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA  15126-9774

Payment in full must accompany all orders. Make checks payable to SNPJ.
Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery.

Proud of your SNPJ membership? Then 
you owe it to yourself to delve deeper 
into SNPJ history through the pages 
of An Inspired Journey — The SNPJ 
Story: The First One Hundred Years of 
the Slovene National Benefit Society.

This richly-illustrated chronicle of SNPJ  
history compiled and written by SNPJ 
Publications Editor Jay Sedmak is now 
available for purchase.

$15.00 each — plus $2.50 s/h
add $1 shipping for each additional copy orderedRec Center Cabin Renovation Donations

for the months of October & November 2017
Club Level Donations

Bronze Level
SNPJ Lodge 138/ American Slovene Society of 
Lodge 138, Strabane, Pa. ..............................$1,000
 In memory of Frank Mavrich

Donations made to the Zagger family ........... $580
 In memory of John R. Zagger

The following donations were made
in memory of Frank Mavrich:

The Evanish Family (106/715),
Oakdale, Pa. ................................................. $350
The Cadez Family (138), Strabane, Pa. ....... $250
David, Peggy & Kristen Cushman (138),
Houston, Pa. ................................................. $100

SNPJ Trailer Court Association ...................... $50
The Spoharski Family (6), Bridgeville, Pa. ..... $50
Ken & Karen Pintar (6), Bridgeville, Pa. ......... $50
Observer Publishing Company, Washington, Pa. ..$50
Agnes Bostjancic (138), Strabane, Pa. ........... $20
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Yarkosky (138), Strabane, Pa. ...$10

by TINA RIGLER (449) 
Federation Recording Secretary

CHICAGO — The Chicago District Federation held its 
annual Christmas party Dec. 2, 2017, at the Slovenian 
Catholic Center in Lemont, Ill. Youth, young adult and 
adult members from SNPJ Lodges 1, 8, 449 and 559 were 
in attendance. It was nice to have three Miss SNPJs in 
attendance as well: Miss SNPJ 1981 Tina Dabrowski 
Rigler (449), Miss SNPJ 1987 Mary Ann Racic Vucinic 
(449) and Miss SNPJ 2016 Julie Rockwell (138). Also 
in attendance was Miss Fraternalism 2018 Meredith 
Maresh (449).

There were 15 children in attendance, and they re-
ceived a free lunch provided by the Federation. They 
also received candy from Santa and took photos with 
him before he left for the North Pole. Performing this 
year were Juliana Conroy (1), who sang and played the 
ukulele with John and Michael Potter (1); Alenka Rus 
(449), who played the flute and sang with her brothers, 
Adam and Jakob (449); Zachary Stimach (449), who sang 
while playing the piano; Maja Vucinic (449), who played 
the piano; Roman Vucinic (449), who played the cello; 
and William Potter (449), who demonstrated his moves 
with a basketball. We encourage our youth members to 
participate and share their talents with us.

Everyone also enjoyed the musical selections per-
formed by Cecilia Dolgan (576) and Vince Rigler (449). 
Following the program, games were played by both the 
youth and adults, and all children received prizes.

Thanks to all the volunteer workers who helped to 
make this party possible,  including Marianne Murray in 
the kitchen with assistance from her son, Michael; Tina 
Rigler for putting the program and games together with 
assistance from Meredith Maresh and Jason Rigler; and 

Chicago Federation celebrates the holidays

[Above] Federation youth members entertained 
during a talent program held at the Chicago District 
Federation Christmas party in December, while the 
Federation officers enjoyed a visit with Santa [below].

Vince Rigler for providing the music. Thanks as well to our 
Santa, Ed Stimach, who did a fantastic job with the kids.

The annual meeting for the Chicago District Federa-
tion will be held on Feb. 17 beginning at 1:30 p.m. at 
the Slovenian Catholic Center in Lemont. Please note 
date change.

by MELANIE MATIASEK
Lodge 559 Secretary/Treasurer

CHICAGO — The members of 
Lodge 559 held their meeting Nov. 
10, 2017, and elected new officers 
for the coming year. Congratulations 
to President/Recording Secretary 
Kaitlyn Chiappetta, Vice President/
Sergeant at Arms Geri Matiasek, and 
Secretary/Treasurer Melanie Matia-
sek. Our auditors are Mike Vidmar, 
Jean Cherway and Geri Matiasek. 
Many thanks to Jean Cherway for 
serving as our president for so many 
years. She did a great job and we look 
forward to her relaxing and enjoying 
our future Lodge meetings.

Our 2018 meeting schedule is 
as follows: March 9, May 11, Aug. 
10 and Nov. 9. All meetings start at 
noon and we’ll continue to meet at the 
Czech Plaza Restaurant in Berwyn, 
Ill. Our meetings are always followed 
by lunch and socializing.  

The March 9 meeting will include 
a food drive for a local church. All 
members are asked to bring a non-
perishable food donation. We’re also 
planning a second food drive for the 
May 11 meeting. We hope to have 
more members join us for our meet-
ings in 2018.

We concluded our Nov. 10, 2017, 
meeting with a holiday cake brought 
in by President Jean Cherway. We 
held a toy drive and collected many 
nice gifts that Sis. Geri Matiasek 
delivered to the LaGrange Illinois 

During their November 2017 meeting, Lodge 559 members extended their 
appreciation to President JEAN CHERWAY [above] for her many years of 
service to the Lodge. Members also collected toys to be donated to their 
local American Legion Post.

Lodge 559 sets their agenda for the new year
American Legion Post for distribu-
tion.

The Chicago District Federation 
held its annual youth Christmas 
party in December, but invited adult 
members as well. Lodge 559 members 
enjoyed the event, and we’d like to 
thank Tina Rigler (449) for the fun 
games for both the children and 
adults. We also enjoyed the music 
provided by Vince Rigler (449). A 
thank you to Marianne Murray (1) 
as well for providing the food.

We hope everyone had a merry 
Christmas, and we wish you all a 
happy, healthy and prosperous 2018!


