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• Elizabella L. Stevanus
and Aubriella R. Stevanus

Bon Air, Pa., Lodge 254
SNPJ Lodge 254 welcomes Elizabella Lynn 
and Aubriella Rose Stevanus to the Society. 
Elizabella and Aubriella are the daughters 
of Tyler and Samantha (254) Stevanus, and 
the granddaughters of Phillip and Monica 
(254) Petak. We welcome Elizabella and 
Aubriella to the SNPJ and extend our best 
wishes to their entire family.

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office has been notified of the Dec. 20, 
2018, passing of former SNPJ Region 5 
and Region 6 Vice President Bro. Wil-
liam O. Tehovnik. Bro. Tehovnik was 
also a former president of Lodge 518 in 
Melvindale, Mich.

On behalf of the entire Society, the 
members of the Executive Committee and 
Home Office staff extend their sympathies 
to Bro. Tehovnik’s family and friends on 
their loss. A complete obituary will appear 
in a future issue.

Sympathies for former 
National Board member

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — SNPJ 
Lodge 776 members will hold a regular 
meeting Sunday, March 10, starting at 2 
p.m. at the SNPJ Recreation Center. All 
members are urged to attend.

VONNIE DOMBROSKY
Lodge 776 Recording Secretary

March 10 meeting date
for Lodge 776 members

SNPJ suffers the loss of former National Board 
member Bro. Louis J. Novak

Bro. LOUIS J. NOVAK
1947 – 2019

SEE Bro. LOUIS J. NOVAK
ON PAGE 5

by TONI THOMEY
Lodge 576

CLEVELAND — The Novak family and 
members of the Slovene National Benefit So-
ciety sadly announce the Feb. 1, 2019, passing 
of former SNPJ National Board Supervisory 
Committee/Audit Committee member Bro. 
Louis J. Novak, 71, of Highland Heights, Ohio.

Bro. Louis “Dr. Slivo” Novak was born 
Aug. 11, 1947, a son of Joseph and Jane Novak.  
From a very young age, Lou was brought up 
to cherish his Slovenian heritage. When he 
was 15 years old he fell in love with a beauti-
ful Slovenian girl, Patricia Sernel. On Sept. 
7, 1968, he married the love of his life at St. 
Mary’s Church in Collinwood, Ohio.  

His love and pride of being Slovenian was 
passed on to his children and grandchildren. 
Lou and his family were very active in the 
SNPJ from early on in his life. A very dedi-
cated member of SNPJ Spartans Lodge 576, 
Lou served the Spartans Lodge on several 

board positions. From 1990 to 1994 he led as 
Lodge president, and was very determined to 
keep Lodge 576 members active and engaged. 
In 1995 he moved on to the office of Lodge 
secretary/treasurer and had held that position 
since that time.  

Lou was a born leader. His involvement 
with several other organizations within the 
SNPJ helped Spartans Lodge members stay 
involved throughout the organization, and he 
always encouraged fellow Lodge members 
to help out, volunteer and be present in our 
community.

Lou faithfully attended Cleveland Federa-
tion, Cleveland Athletic League (CAL) and 
SNPJ Farm Board meetings. He served as 
an auditor for the Cleveland Athletic League 
from 2010-2017, and as vice president in 2018.

He was never simply a delegate or member 
of these organizations; Lou was an officer and 

STRABANE, Pa. — Save the date! The 
Slovene Federation of Western Pa. will 
hold a meeting Sunday, April 28, at SNPJ 
Lodge 138 in Strabane. The meeting time 
is set for 4 p.m. All affiliated Lodges 
are requested to send representatives. 
Mark your calendar and reserve the day 
to join us.

SHARON UJCICH (665)
Federation Secretary

Late April meeting on 
the W. Pa. Fed calendar

• Eva M. Zimbicki and
Avery G. Zimbicki

Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6
SNPJ Lodge 6 welcomes new members 
Eva Marie and Avery Grace Zimbicki to the 
Society. Eva and Avery are the daughters 
of David and Denise (6) Zimbicki, and the 
granddaughters of Jeff and Maria Cum-
mings (6) and Mike and Nikki Zimbicki.  We 
welcome Eva and Avery to the Slovene 
National Benefit Society and extend our 
best wishes to their entire family.

• Kaden A. Johnson
Born Jan. 4, 2018

Detroit Lodge 677
SNPJ Lodge 677 welcomes new member 
Kaden Alan Johnson to the Society. Kaden 
is the son of Lance and Alyssa (677) John-
son; grandson of Jeffery and Teresa Sta-
chowiak, and Keith and Kathryn Johnson; 
and great-grandson of Gerald Stachowiak 
(677) and Darlene Goodwin (677). We wel-
come Kaden to the SNPJ and extend our 
best wishes to his entire family.

• Emma Wickline
Born April 19, 2018

Euclid, Ohio, Lodge 158
SNPJ Lodge 158 Loyalites welcome new 
member Emma Wickline to the Society. 
Emma is the daughter of Timothy and 
Julianne Wickline (158). We welcome 
Emma to the Slovene National Benefit 
Society and extend our best wishes to 
her entire family.

by SUE ZARELLA (277)
SNPJ Recreation Center

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — We’re getting 
ready to welcome the 2019 season here at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center, and we have a lot of 
fun in store for all of you out there in SNPJland.

Although we all may have a touch of the 
winter blues right now, just remember that the 

Plan ahead: Book your RV 
or tenting spot for Slovenefest

38th annual Slovenefest, scheduled the week-
end of July 12-14, is just around the corner 
and it will be here before you know it. We are 
now taking reservations for the RV and tent-
ing areas. There are a limited number of spots 
available, and reservations are accepted on a 

SEE SLOVENEFEST PLANS
ON PAGE 5

And the winner is...
The $100 winner of the fourth quarter drawing in 

the 2018 SNPJ Recommender Program is:
Amy Bonnell, Lodge 138, Strabane, Pa.

Congratulations, and thank you for participating!

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — We’re looking forward 
to the summer season at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center and counting the days until Family 
Week 2019, scheduled Sunday, July 28, through 
Saturday, Aug. 3.

For those of you who aren’t aware of all 
that goes on at Family Week, think of it as 
a summer camp for families! But you don’t 
even need a family to attend since activities 
are geared toward individual campers of all 
ages. You can participate in arts and crafts, 
balina and beanbag toss tournaments, bingo 
games, picnics and hayrides, or just hang 

Family fun awaits at the SNPJ Recreation Center
out at the cabins and enjoy the friendship 
of fellow SNPJ members. Of course, there’s 
always time for the pool in addition to other 
special activities, many times featuring live 
entertainment!

Campers will enjoy three meals a day. 
Although the meal service will conclude with 
breakfast on Friday, Aug. 2, you’ll be able to 
stay in your cabin and enjoy all of the Friday 
evening fun at the SNPJ Recreation Center. Of 
course, you can stay Saturday evening as well 
for an additional fee. Please remember that the 
Gostilna kitchen is open on the weekends so 
you can purchase food, and that entertainment 
is scheduled on Friday evening as well.

The Family Week registration fee for SNPJ 
members is $140 per person; for non-members 
the fee is $200 per person. There is also an 
additional lodging fee based on the type of 
cabin in which you will be staying. For a two-
bedroom Upper Cabin (numbers 3-24), the 
fee is $350 for the week. For a two-bedroom 
Lower Cabin, the fee is $230 for the week. For 
a one-bedroom Lower Cabin, the fee is $120 for 
the week. Want to stay in the newly-renovated 
Cabins 1 or 2? The fee is $575 for the week. 
These lodging fees are constant whether one 
person or six people are staying in the cabin.

SEE SNPJ FAMILY WEEK
ON PAGE 2

CLEVELAND — The members of 
Lodge 257 will meet Thursday, March 21, 
at Brecksville United Methodist Church, 
65 Public Square in Brecksville, Ohio. 
The meeting will start at 6 p.m. A light 
lunch will be served.

RUDY PIVIK
Lodge 257

Lodge 257 schedules a 
March 21 meeting date
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Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

• MARCH 2-3 ....Fontana, Calif., Lodge 723  dance 
at the Fontana Slovene Hall; 2-6 p.m. 
Music by Mollie B and Squeeze Box. 
For additional information contact Frank 
Rote at (909) 987-8714.

• MARCH 9-10 ......Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 In-House 
Bowling Tournament. Saturday, March 
9: doubles/singles at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Sunday, March 10: four man/woman 
teams at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. The cost is 
$10 per event, $5 for all-events, $35 to 
enter everything. All Lodge 6 and SASC 
members welcome. Register at the club 
or by calling (412) 221-9862. Food will 
be available for purchase all weekend.

• APRIL 6 ......Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 Couples Nite 
Out in the Sunshine Room featuring live 
music by the Mansfield 5 following the 
reverse raffle. Hors d’oeuvres, open bar, 
dancing, buffet dinner, reverse raffle, 
50/50 offered. For tickets or information, 
contact Den Brand at (412) 260-9444 or 
e-mail dhbrand3517@gmail.com.

• MAY 4-5 ......SNPJ National Bowling Tourna-
ment at the SNPJ Recreation Center, 
Borough of SNPJ, Pa. For additional 
information contact Fraternal Director 
Kevin Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 
144 or e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

• MAY 4 .........California’s Golden Valley Lodge 745 
Wine Tasting and Luncheon at the Pes-
catore Vineyard and Winery, Newcastle, 
Calif., on the Placer County Wine Trail; 
1 p.m. Admission includes wine tasting, 
appetizers, salad, entree and dessert. 
Cost is $20 for SNPJ members, $25 for 
non-members. Contact Joe Mlakar at 
(916) 380-7722 or e-mail loskadolina@
surewest.net for more information.

• MAY 5 .........Girard, Ohio, Lodge 643 dance at 
Rolling Mills Bar & Grill (formerly Kuz-
man’s Lounge), 1025 S. State St. Rt. 
422, Girard; 3-7 p.m. Music by the Frank 
Stanger Band. For more information 
contact Ray Kovac (330) 824-2154.

• MAY 19 .......SNPJ Region 2 No-Tap Bowling 
Tournament hosted by Region 2 Vice 
President Jim Curl at the Sygan Lodge 
6 Bowling Center. Entry fee of $21 per 
person includes bowling and prize 
money. Bowling starts at 2 p.m.; food 
will be available at no cost to bowlers.

• MAY 25 .......CAL Don Gorjup Golf Open at 
Rolling Green Golf Club, Huntsburg, 
Ohio. For more information contact Rick 
Gorjup at (440) 354-5001.

• MAY 26 .......Brew & Bean Festival at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For additional information contact 
the SNPJ Recreation Center toll-free at 
1-877-767-5732.

• JUNE 14-16 ... SNPJ Young Adult Conference at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of 
SNPJ, Pa. For registration and additional 
event information contact Fraternal Di-
rector Kevin Richards at 1-800-843-7675 
ext. 144 or e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

• JULY 12-14 ..... The 38th Slovenefest and the 63rd 
Miss SNPJ Pageant at the SNPJ Recre-
ation Center. For additional information 
phone the Recreation Center toll-free at 
1-877-767-5732 or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.
com. For pageant information, contact 
Fraternal Director Kevin Richards at 
1-800-843-7675 ext. 144 or e-mail 
krichards@snpj.com.

• JULY 26-28 .... Youth Roundup Weekend at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of 
SNPJ, Pa. For more information con-
tact Fraternal Director Kevin Richards 
at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144 or e-mail 
krichards@snpj.com. The registration 
deadline is June 15.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

SNPJ FAMILY WEEK
FROM PAGE 1 

Naturally, if you are staying in 
your RV in the Trailer Court, there 
is no lodging fee.

You must turn in your registration 
form and a $25 cabin deposit (if you 
didn’t pay it when you checked out 
last summer) to the SNPJ Recreation 
Center by June 24. The balance will 

be due when you check in on Sunday, 
July 28. Please call Sue Zarella at the 
Rec Center if you are unsure if you 
left a cabin deposit. You can also mail 
in your total balance due with your 
registration form, if you wish. If we 
haven’t received your registration and 
deposit after June 24, you may lose 
your deposit and your cabin may be 
rented to somebody else.

Daily member guests are welcome 
for $50 per person, per day; non-
member guests are welcome for $75 
per person, per day. Please register 
guests at check-in.

We’re looking forward to a fun-
filled week of camp during Family 
Week! If you have any questions, 
contact Sue Zarella at 1-877-767-5732 
or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

Don’t miss out on the fun of Family Week 2019

by JOE VALENCIC (5)
Polka Hall of Fame

EUCLID, Ohio — Celebrate the 
squeezebox at the 37th annual 
Super Button Box Bash on Sunday, 
April 7, at the Slovenian Society 
Home in Euclid. Dance and sing 
to your favorite polka and waltz 
melodies performed by more than 
60 accordions on two stages. Bring 
your box or banjo and join in a 
jam session.

Enjoy many of the best but-
ton accordion players in North 
America at the largest festival of 
this kind. Indulge in nationality 
treats, such as smoked Slovenian 
sausage, savory roast beef and 
strudel. Pick up a polka music CD, 
or a polka- or nationality-themed 
T-shirt or sweatshirt at the Polka 
Hall of Fame pop-up shop. Check 
out the vintage accordions on sale 
at the SqueezeMart.

Thirteen button box groups will 
appear in two dance halls from 1 
to 9 p.m. At 3 p.m., meet Polka 
Hall of Fame accordion stars on 
the main stage. Your hosts will be 
the National Cleveland-Style Polka 
Hall of Fame and the Slovenian 
Society Home, located at 20713 
Recher Ave. in Euclid. Take I-90 
to the East 200th exit. Head north 
on East 200th one-half mile and 
turn right on Lindbergh Ave. to 
reach the home.

Advance tickets are only $10 
each and available at the Polka 
Hall of Fame, 605 East 222nd St., 
Euclid. The hall, located next to 
Euclid Library, is open Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tickets are 
$12 at the door; those 18 and under 
are free.

For more information, contact 
the Polka Hall Fame: (216) 261-
3263, polkashop@aol.com or 
PolkaFame.com.

PATTY CANDELA (576) of 
Patty C & The Guys will join 
the performers during the 37th 
annual Super Button Box Bash, 
scheduled at the Slovenian 
Society Home Sunday, April 7.

Polka all 
day long at 
37th Button 
Box Bash

by RICK GORJUP (158)
District 4 Athletic Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — 
The 2019 SNPJ National Bowling 
Tournament, co-sponsored by SNPJ 
Lodge 576 and the Cleveland Ath-
letic League (CAL), will be held 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center the 
weekend of May 4-5. Bowling will 
take place at Colonial Lanes in New 
Castle, Pa.; all social activities are 
scheduled at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center.

District 4 Athletic Director and 
CAL President Rick Gorjup is serv-
ing as tournament secretary. Doubles 
and singles will be bowled at 11 a.m. 
on Saturday, May 4: team competi-
tion will take place on Sunday, May 
5, also starting at 11 a.m.

On Saturday, a bus will be avail-

able to transport bowlers between 
Colonial Lanes and the SNPJ Rec-
reation Center. Please contact Rick 
Gorjup by e-mailing rgorjup1221@
gmail.com to reserve your seat on 
the bus. The cost this year is $5 (flat 
rate) and will be collected when you 
board the bus. Reservations will be 
accepted on a first-come, first-served 
basis until the bus is full.

The Friday night entertainment 
will feature “Joe Cheetah’s Game 
Show Junkies” in the Gostilna, so 
plan to attend and have some fun. 

The tournament weekend is also 
the weekend of the Kentucky Derby, 
so wear your favorite hat or whatever 
and watch the race in the Gostilna on 
Saturday evening. Prizes and drink 
specials will be offered, and the 
entertainment for the evening will 

feature “KTB” performing from 8 
p.m. until midnight.  

Cabins are available for the Na-
tional Bowling Tournament week-
end. Phone the SNPJ Recreation 
Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732 
to reserve your cabin today. Food 
will be available throughout the 
weekend.

A block of rooms has also been 
secured at the Hampton Inn in New 
Castle, Pa. The special rate for this 
SNPJ tournament is $105 plus tax per 
night. Call (724) 656-0000 and men-
tion the SNPJ Bowling Tournament 
to receive these rates. The deadline 
to reserve your room is April 3.

We look forward to welcoming all 
of our bowlers to the SNPJ Recreation 
Center for the National Bowling 
Tournament!

SNPJ National Bowling Tourney rolls into 
the Recreation Center first weekend of May

by MARION VOLPE
Lodge 564 Secretary/Treasurer

DETROIT — On Dec. 8, 2018, the annual Youth Circle 
29 Christmas party, held at Five Star Bowling Lanes in 
Sterling Heights, Mich., incorporated the Family Two-
some Bowling Tournament. Approximately 31 children 
and adults from SNPJ Lodges 564 and 677 started arriving 
at 12:30 p.m. and we started bowling shortly thereafter. 
The non-bowlers enjoyed watching the children as they 
made spares, strikes, and even some gutter balls.

The children were excited to be there and visit with 
their SNPJ friends. The adults also enjoyed chatting and 
catching up. After the bowlers finished their games, we 
gathered in the party room for pizza, pop and cookies 
before distributing goodie bags to the children. They 
were delighted with their $10 Target gift cards, as well 
as candy and a small gift from Circle 29 and their respec-
tive Lodges. A few couldn’t wait to use their gift card, 
and Jeff Anderson was happy to provide transportation 
to the Target store next door so they could cash it in for 
something fun.  

Parents, grandparents and visitors continued social-
izing while a few started playing everyone’s favorite card 
game, euchre. Of course, they were the last to leave. We 
were happy and surprised to see Dorothy Anderson, who 
is doing much better as she recovers from back issues.  

I’d like to congratulate all of the evening’s high roll-
ers. In the Preps division (ages 9-11) the winners were 
father-son team Tony and Joey Volpe, and grandfather-
grandson team Joey and Ermando Volpe. In the Juniors 
division (ages 12-14) the winners were father-son team 
Steve and Jack Anderson, and grandfather-grandson 
team Ken and Jack Anderson. In the Majors division 
(ages 15-18) the winners were mother-son team Beth and 
Gabe Bucciarelli, and grandfather-grandson teams Ken 
and Erik Anderson and Ermando and Anthony Volpe.

Until next time, na svidenje.

Youth Circle 29 
holiday party hits the 

mark with bowlers

Youth and adult 
members from 
SNPJ Lodges 
564 and 677 in 
Detroit enjoyed 
the annual 
Youth Circle 29 
Christmas party 
and participated 
in the SNPJ 
Family Twosome 
Bowling 
Tournament in 
December 2018. 
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SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
Your loyalty with SNPJ is now being rewarded! 

Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
and open your new SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

* No fees attached to either Loyalty Annuity
* Rates not guaranteed after the first year

* 2.0% guaranteed minimum
* IRAs/Roth IRA /non-qualified eligible

4.25% Loyalty 8 Annuity
8-year surrender period

4.25% first-year guarantee rate 
for conversions of existing 

SNPJ annuities
4.0% first-year guarantee rate

for new money
3.25% in years two through eight

3.0% in year nine and after

3.75% Loyalty 5 Annuity
5-year surrender period

3.75% first-year guarantee rate 
for conversions of existing 

SNPJ annuities
3.5% first-year guarantee rate

for new money
3.0% in year two and after

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

DENISE HERRON
SNPJ Marketing Department

Slovenia nominates its
karst for UNESCO list
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Slovenia has 
nominated the karst landscape span-
ning the Notranjska region, including 
the famous Postojna and Škocjan caves 
as well as the intermittent lakes dotting 
the region, for the UNESCO World 
Heritage List.

The Environment Ministry submitted 
the formal nomination in late January, 
proposing that 25,461 hectares (ap-
proximately 63,000 acres) of classical 
karst landscape be included on the list. 
The Notranjska Regional Park and Pivka 
Intermittent Lakes Park are at the core 
of this area. The nomination also speci-
fies an area of influence encompassing 
nearly 60,000 hectares (148,000 acres). 
This broader area spans the Ljubljana 
Marshes and the Bay of Trieste.

Classical karst has been part of the 
UNESCO World Heritage Tentative List 
since 2015. Now, the UN World Heri-
tage Center will assess the nomination 
through May 2020.

The karst landscape is the most 
widespread type of landscape in Slove-
nia. There are around 6,000 known and 
explored caves in this area that cover 
approximately 6,400 square kilometers 
(2,470 square miles), or 27 percent of 
the country’s territory, according to 
the UNESCO website. One of the cave 
systems, the Škocjan Caves, has been 
on the UNESCO World Heritage List 
for more than three decades.

According to UNESCO, the classi-
cal karst is extremely important for the 
history of karst research and karst phe-
nomena; for example, the development 
of karstology and speleology.

Organic farming on 
the rise across Slovenia
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Organic farm-
ing and the demand for organic food have 
been growing in Slove nia. The govern-
ment has been supporting this segment 
of agriculture since the country joined 
the EU in 2004, allocating more than 
EUR 65 million ($74.5 million) toward 
the Rural Development Program for the 
2015-2020 period.

Representatives from the Agricul-
ture, Forestry and Food Ministry say 
that Slovenians are well aware of the 
importance of organic farming for sus-
tainable development and high-quality 
food. “Organic food production meets 
consumer expecta tions and does not 
harm the environment, people’s health or 
animals’ well being,” a ministry spokes-
man told the press.

In 2017, roughly five percent of all 
farms in Slovenia were involved in or-
ganic farming, which translates to 3,635 
farms of a total of some 70,000 farms 
across the country, encompassing 9.6 
percent of all farmland cur rently culti-
vated in Slovenia. Under the 2014-2020 
Rural Development Program, the number 
should increase to 5,000 farms. Slovenia 
ranks eighth among EU member states 
in terms of the number of farms subject 
to organic standards control.

Slovenia’s Agricultural and Forestry 
Chamber (KGZS) indicates that organic 
farming is a fast-growing segment of 
agriculture, noting retail sales of organic 
food in the EU have been estimated at 
almost EUR 31 billion ($35.5 billion). 
In 2016, the EU was the second largest 
market for organic products worldwide, 
following the United States, a KGZS 
representative explained.

The Cooperative Union of Slovenia 
believes organic production is an inter-
esting market opportunity, for which 
Slovenia is well suited. But although it 
has been growing, eco-food still needs 
to be largely imported to meet demand, 
and representatives added this is a niche 
market dependent on a country’s devel-
opment and people’s income.

The bulk of organic food sold in 
Slovenia comes from other EU members 
(Italy, Germany, Austria) and else where 
(Turkey, Israel, Russia and Serbia, for 
example). The Cooperative Union also 
notes that the majority of Slovenian or-
ganic food is sold at the very source – at 
farms or at local produce markets.

Similarly, representatives from the 
Chamber of Agricultural and Food 
Companies at the Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry say that demand for eco-
food at retail chains is declining, which 
indicates that those who buy such foods 
buy directly from farms.

Apart from supporting organic farm-
ing by funds provided through the Rural 
Development Program, the Slove nian 
government stimulates organic farm-
ing with a number of special measures, 
such as those related to the environment, 
climate and quality.

Is trouble brewing 
in Lake Bled waters?
BLED (STA) — Its waters sparkling in 
the sun, Slovenia’s Lake Bled is consid-
ered the epitome of picture-perfection, 
and millions have photographed the 
vista with the island and the little church 
perched atop. But look below the glis-
tening surface and the picture becomes 
murkier.

The ecology of the lake has been 
deteriorating, mostly due to a surge in 
activities that include swimming, fish-
ing and boating, as well as the rapid 
development of the lake shoreline. The 
lake water has long been designated as 
“good” or “acceptable,” but by 2021 it 
may fall below the water quality stan-
dards prescribed by the EU, accord ing 
to the Slovenian Environment Agency.

For that water to improve, it is neces-
sary to reduce the intensity in the use of 
the lake area. “A sustainable improve-
ment and stabilization of the situation 
in the lake can only be achieved by 
removing the causes of pollution and by 
taking measures to reduce the intensity 
in the use of the lake area,” said Špela 
Remec Rekar, a limnologist (inland water 
researcher) at the Environment Agency 
who has been monitoring the Lake Bled 
water quality for several years.

Rekar notes that the number of tour-
ist nights in Bled nearly tripled between 
1994 and 2016. Traffic on and around 
the lake has increased dramatically, 
and there are more and more swimmers 
and fishermen. Infrastruc ture, including 
sewage, has not been keeping up with 
the increase in visitors.

Rekar said that aside from improving 
sewage, traffic around the lake should 
be scaled back and the bird popu lation 
reduced. But the most important measure 
would be to ban the feeding of fowl and 
fish. Fish feeding has been a major fac-
tor in the deterioration of water quality.

The Bled municipality is aware of the 
problem and is already considering plac-
ing a limit on carp feeding, but municipal 
representatives say this is a process. 
“We have to join forces and determine 
what is possible, sensible and feasible,” 
said Tomaž Rogelj, director of the Bled 
Tourism Office.

Last year the municipality purchased 
an electric boat for cleaning the surface 
of the lake. The vessel removes organic 
waste, such as leaves, as well as man-
made pollutants. But Rekar says that 
given the size of the problem, this is a 
negligible improvement.

Reality show offers new 
life to abandoned village
DOBROVO (STA) — Slapnik, a tiny 
and picturesque village on Slovenia’s 
western border, is set to come alive again 
this year after lying abandoned and being 
left to decay for decades. The idea is to 
renovate the village and shoot a reality 
show in the process.

The isolated village in the northern 
part of Goriška Brda, a region known 
wine-growing and gastronomy, is com-
prised of 17 houses and once had a popu-
lation of around 80. The former residents 
were mostly well-off farmers who were 
able to sell their produce in neighboring 
Italy. Slapnik was recognized as a lively 
village before World War II.

The village’s now dilapidated build-
ings are full of interesting motifs and 
subtle stonemasonry, and Slapnik’s 
surviving former inhabitants harbor fond 
memories of their childhood.

Almost a century later, a reality show 
hopes to feature and revive this spirit. 
The show, scheduled to start this year 
and continue for two or three years, will 
document the renovation of the village. 
Municipal officials told the press that 
Slapnik would not be left to decay again 
following the renovation. One idea is 
to develop the vil lage into a resort for 
guests who would like to wind-down in 
the peace and quiet of a natural setting.

Dealers push exemption 
on taxes for electric cars
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Car dealers 
across Slovenia believe that electric 
cars should be free of motor vehicle 
taxes. The dealers’ representative in the 
Chamber of Commerce said that electric 
cars were making their way to Slovenian 
roads slowly, representing less than one 

percent of all cars in the country.
Unlike elsewhere in the EU, electric 

cars are fully taxed in Slovenia. Apart 
from abolishing the motor vehicle tax for 
electric cars, the dealers also believe that 
people driving company cars shouldn’t 
have to pay higher taxes.

Since the Finance Ministry didn’t 
want to change the income tax legisla-
tion to abolish the tax, car dealers have 
drafted a proposal which has recently 
been incorporated into the Infrastructure 
Ministry’s Alternative Fuel Pro gram, 
according to a press release.

The Alternative Fuel Program negates 
higher taxes for those using 100 percent 
electric company cars, while those using 
hybrid company cars will have to pay 
only 50 percent of the company car tax.

Car dealers also want the Slovenia 
government to provide additional incen-
tives for owners who decide to trade-in 
their old cars (10 years or older) and 
purchase an electric or hybrid vehicle. 
This would help Slovenians update their 
vehicles; estimates show that more than 
200,000 cars in Slovenian meet only the 
older Euro 3 emissions standard.

In addition, the changes introduced 
to the Worldwide Harmonized Light 
Vehicle Test Procedure (WLTP) this 
year will trigger a 25 percent increase 
in emissions estimates, which will lead 
to massive tax increases unless changes 
are made to the motor vehicle tax, car 
dealers warned.

A pair of large shafts 
found in Škocjan Caves
Divača (STA) — In late January, 
two large shafts were discovered in the 
Škocjan Caves, the cave system in south-
western Slovenia. This is an important 
discovery; it will allow exploration of 
the Reka River, which flows through 
the caves, during periods of high water.

The shafts, which measure between 30 
and 50 meters (98 and 165 feet) in height 
and width and represent the former bed 
of the Reka, were discovered by a team 
after a year and a half of exploration. The 
explorers found their way to the shafts 
through the roof of Martel’s Chamber, the 
largest chamber in the cave system. This 
actu ally makes it the largest discovered 
underground chamber in Europe, and 
one of the largest in the world.

The shafts are located some 70 to 
80 meters (230 to 260 feet) above the 
current bed of the underground river, 
which enters the system near the vil-
lage of Škocjan, flows underground for 
34 kilometers (21 miles) and resur faces 
near Monfalcone, Italy.

Although large, the canyon ends in 
a relatively small siphon which cannot 
handle the enormous volume of water 
that pours into the cave after a heavy 
rainfall, causing major flooding when 
water levels rise by up to 100 meters 
(328 feet). “This is why the discovery 
of the these shafts is so important; it will 
enable experts to study the river during 
periods of high water and to learn about 
how the water is mysteriously siphoned 
off into the depths of the karst world,” the 
operator of the Škocjan Caves Regional 
Park said.

The discovery also means that Mar-
tel’s Chamber, located at the very end of 
the system, will be accessible from above 
throughout the entire year, not only dur-
ing the dry season when the water level 
of the Reka River drops significantly.

The discovery of the shafts comes dur-
ing the year when the Škocjan Caves are 
celebrating the 200th anniver sary of the 
first organized visits in the cave system.

Ljubljana in BBC’s top 
10 foodies destinations
LONDON (STA) — The BBC has 
ranked the Slovenian capital in its top 
10 destinations that food lov ers should 
visit this year. Ljubljana, the so-called 
“Europe in miniature,” placed third on 
the list.

Describing Slovenia’s capital as 
“small, but perfectly formed,” BBC Good 
Food writes that Ljubljana has “hipster 
coffee spots and killer burger joints, but 
also cosy old country restaurants where 
rustic cuisine reigns supreme.”

Recommending dishes such as pršut, 
žlikrofi, and gibanica cake, the author 
also mentioned Slovenian chef Ana Rog.

The other nine foodie destinations 
for 2019 are Pittsburgh, Matera in Italy, 
Amsterdam, the South Aegean Islands 
in Greece, Yorkshire in the United 
Kingdom, the French island of Corsica, 
Japan, Peru and Ethiopia.
The articles comprising this feature have been 
reprinted with permission from the Slovenian 
Press Agency (STA).

Eternal optimist
I received a call recently from one of our members who 

reads my column regularly. He has called several 
times over my “column career” to critique or compli-

ment my articles, and I have always enjoyed talking with 
him. During this last call, he extended an invitation to me 
to join him for his birthday party – his 106th birthday party 
in November 2036!

Without hesitation, I answered that I would be honored 
to attend and that I truly looked forward to his big bash. He 
sent me an official invitation for this momentous occasion 
in the form of a poem that he wrote, titled “The Eternal 
Optimist.” The poem starts out, “I’m 85 and still alive.” He 
has a line for each age and the only time he complains 
even slightly is at 94 when he’s “just a wee bit sore,” and 
at 96 when “some parts need fixed.” He must think he will 
be tired by age 106 because he claims, “Life’s not a song, 
and I’ll never understand why I waited so long.”

But the reason he is waiting so long is probably because 
he’s the eternal optimist, and being an optimist he has a 
good chance of reaching his 106th birthday. Science has 
proven that optimists live longer and healthier lives. There 
are quite a few benefits to being an optimist. They have 
more friends; they’re more likely to achieve success, make 
more money and have happier marriages; and they get 
depressed less often. Optimists believe that their actions 
shape their destinies, so they’re more likely to eat right 
and exercise, and less likely to smoke. Optimists deal with 
problems head-on, stay focused on solutions, and tend to 
expect a good outcome... such as living to age 106.

Even though it may sound contradictory, because of 
their tendency to deal with problems and plan ahead, 
optimists are more likely to plan for their eventual death. 
Not only do they plan 18 years ahead for a birthday party, 
they also plan for their family members to be taken care of 
by purchasing life insurance on themselves. Optimists see 
a future for their loved ones, even if they are no longer in 
the picture. By purchasing life insurance, they help ensure 
a positive future where their family can move forward and 
not be burdened by financial hardship.

SNPJ offers a variety of life insurance plans, and we 
would be glad to discuss them with you to determine which 
plan will be the best for you.

“Life goes on long after we pass away,
so make it easier for those who stay.

Buy a policy through SNPJ,
and be sure to enjoy many more birthdays!”

See you in 2036, John!
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by DOUG ELERSICH (5)
Zarja Slovenian Singing Society

EUCLID, Ohio — After 103 years 
and 206 regularly scheduled perfor-
mances, the Zarja Slovenian Singing 
Society will present its 207th and last 
regularly scheduled performance on 
Saturday, May 11, at the Slovenian 
Society Home, 20713 Recher Ave. 
in Euclid.

Yes, you read that correctly.

As with all things, even Zarja will 
have to give up producing programs 
on a regular basis. Although our 
members are willing, we are at a 
point where it is difficult to maintain 
a regular schedule with the number of 
members we have and the dwindling 
audience numbers. Zarja’s charter, 
however, states that “as long as there 
is a quartet,” Zarja will remain an 
organization. We still intend to per-

form here and there for special events, 
but otherwise, this is the end of the 
road for us.

Our final performance will be 
our Spring Frolic, a one-act comedy/
murder mystery titled “The Inn at 
the End of the Road,” or “Gostilna 
na koncu ceste.” Written by Kathy 
Matas, its plot will give our audience 
many laughs and have them scratch-
ing their heads trying to figure out 

“whodunnit.” As usual, Jim Markel 
will be at the piano, along with Ed 
Spondike on the accordion.

The doors will open at 6:15 p.m. 
and the program will begin at 7, 
followed by music performed by 
the Jeff Pecon Orchestra. Food and 
beverages will also be available after 
the program.

The donation for the program is $12 
in advance. Tickets can be obtained 

by phoning Barbara at (440) 257-
2540, Karen at (216) 481-1379, the 
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame 
at (216) 261-3263, or your favorite 
Zarja member. Tickets will also be 
available at the door for $15.

Be sure to save the date of Satur-
day, May 11, for one last good time 
with Zarja. Hvala vsem, ki ste nas 
podprli. (Thanks to all who have 
supported us.)

May performance marks final Spring Frolic for the Zarja Singing Society

Badger Jabber
by BOB SMOLE

Lodge 584

MILWAUkEE — Wow, that flu 
bug is treacherous; just as bad as 
our snowfalls these past several 
days.  Both issues have hit our area 
with fierce force. As for the snow 
accumulation during this past storm, 
Mequon got 12.6 inches of that 
“beautiful white stuff” (hmmm) too 
deal with.  In those amounts, it’s not 
something that is easily handled by 
us seniors and/or ailing individuals. 
Anyway, we made it through this 
time. All is better now and back to 
what is perceived as normal – but 
with aching backs!

Since my last article, I was able 
to have telephone chats with several 
Badger Lodge members that I’ve 
missed. Bro. Ed Vidmar and I con-
nected recently and had a nice time 
catching up on some personal news 
and events. 

Both Bro. Ed and Sis. Connie 
are doing well and will continue to 
play balina in the summer league. 
Bro. Vidmar continues to offer his 
musical talent on the accordion 
and is playing frequently at various 
locations throughout the city. He 
informed me that at the end of Janu-
ary he celebrated his 89th birthday.  
Congratulations and happy birthday, 
Bro. Ed Vidmar, with best wishes for 
many more years to follow.  

I also had a nice conversation with 
Bro. Ron Vandenboom a short time 
ago. Bro. Vandenboom stated that he 
is doing better and still recuperating 
at home from his accidental fall. We 
send Bro. Vandenboom continued 
well wishes. Ron is one of the talented 

local Polka Parade DJs who fill the 
radio waves on Saturday mornings 
with great Slovenian-style music. 

Radio WJYI 1340 AM and 98.7 
FM on your radio dial starts its pro-
gramming at 9 a.m. with a German 
segment, followed by a Polish hour 
at 10 a.m. Then at 11 a.m. it’s time 
for the Slovenian 60 minutes, and 
finally at noon we are entertained 
by the Slovenian Mix, which is a 
wonderful array of various polkas 
of all varieties.  

There are 10 volunteer DJs who 
have been providing us with this pro-
gramming since 1982, taking turns 
preparing the various segments with 
uplifting music to get your Saturday 
mornings going in the right direction.  

We thank these volunteer DJs, 
plus other volunteer staff, who give 
of their time to present us with this 
wonderful music each Saturday.  

Do you do your house cleaning 
on Saturday mornings? Try doing it 
to the beat of polka music; that will 
make this chore turn into a pleasur-
able and delightful morning, and 
help you get your work done as well.

The Badger Lodge is in mourning.  
Unfortunately, my last “Badger Jab-
ber” column mentioned that Badger 
Lodge 584 member Sis. Judy Price 
attended the annual Lodge Christmas 
party, was recuperating and look-
ing well. It is with deep sorrow that 
we now report Sis. Judy Price (nee 
Verbick) passed away Jan. 23 at the 
age of 74.  

Sis. Price was very proud of her 
Slovenian heritage and promoted 
any and all Slovenian functions and 
organizations in the Milwaukee area.  
She was also an advocate of public 
television and participated in the lo-
cal channel 10/36 fund drives every 
year, along with her late husband, 

Leroy.
Judy was an active member of 

the UWM Slovenian Arts Counsel 
for many years. She was able to dis-
seminate information to the Slove-
nian community regarding Slovenian 
Arts Counsel concerts, programs and 
activities; these events are generally 
free of charge.  

Sis. Judy was also a member of 
Sloga lodge #1994. She was truly a 
strong promoter, a trait that seemed 
to have been inherited from her late 
father, Tony Verbick. Each year we 
memorialize Tony Verbick with the 
Tony Verbick Memorial Fraternal 
Bowling Tournament – which was 
held this year on Jan. 19, just days 
before Judy’s passing – at which she 
normally threw the first ball to start 
the tournament. This tournament is 
celebrated by four Slovenian local 
lodges of SNPJ, KSKJ, CFU and 
Sloga.

Judy is survived by godchildren, 
cousins, other relatives and many 
good friends. She will certainly be 
deeply missed in the Slovenian com-
munity, of which she was so proud 
and very active. Farewell, Sis. Judy 
Price; farewell.

SNPJ Jolly Allis Lodge 686 in 
West Allis, Wis., mourns the loss 
of one of its longtime staunch mem-
bers, Bro. Kenneth Kasseckert. Bro. 
Kasseckert passed away on Feb. 3 at 
the age of 88. He was husband of the 
late Josephine (nee Yamnik); dear 
father of Brothers Charles and Craig 
(Erica) Kasseckert; loving grandfa-
ther of Abigail, Natalie and the late 
Tyler Kasseckert; and brother-in-law 
of Bro. Arthur Yamnik. He is also 
survived by nieces, nephews, other 
relatives and many friends.

Visitation and Mass for Bro. 
Kasseckert was held on Feb. 8 at St. 

Rita’s Catholic Church in West Al-
lis, followed by entombment at Mt. 
Oliver Cemetery.

Bro. Kasseckert was a member 
of SNPJ Jolly Allis Lodge 686 and 
Knights of Columbus #3095, and was 
a retired employee of Allis Chalm-
ers.  He was involved with the SNPJ 
Balina League in West Allis, along 
with his late wife, Sis. Josephine, 
and son, Bro. Charles Kasseckert, 
for many years.  

Bro. Kenneth was proud to have 
his entire family involved with Lodge 
686; both of his sons served as of-
ficers of this Lodge. The Kasseckerts 
were very active years ago during the 
annual SNPJ picnic era and contrib-
uted toward the successful promotion 
and operations of this event. 

Farewell, Bro. Kenneth Kasseck-
ert. You will not be forgotten. Adijo.

Sis. Mary Donovan has distrib-
uted some information to our young 
adults concerning the SNPJ Young 
Adult Conference (YAC) which 
will be held June 14-16 at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. This conference 
is a weekend-long program designed 
for 18- to 30-year-old SNPJ members 
to learn about membership benefits 
and to voice their ideas, opinions 
and concerns regarding the Society. 

YAC delegates are elected by their 
Lodges; those interested in attending 
the conference should contact their 
Lodge secretary. The 2019 confer-
ence will be a meeting format, and a 
community service project will also 
be included.

Lodges must turn in their Young 
Adult Delegate Election Forms by 
April 1. Anybody interested in at-
tending the conference must contact 
their Lodge secretary to make sure 
that their name is on that form. Con-
tact Sis. Donovan at (414) 405-0532 

for more information, or attend the 
March 14 regular Badger Lodge 584 
meeting.  

All delegates must be elected by 
the local lodge at a regular Lodge 
meeting prior to the April 1 deadline.  
At our regular Badger Lodge meeting 
held Thursday, Feb. 14, six young 
adult members were nominated to fill 
the allotted delegates for our Lodge – 
Carley Schweiger, Amber Schweiger, 
Tyler Trickle, Bryan Donovan, Eric 
Donovan and Bailey Phalen – and 
unanimously approved as delegates.   

A discussion ensued regarding 
a date for the annual SNPJ Tony 
Mlinar Sr. Golf Outing, and it was 
learned that a date has been set. Bro. 
Tom Schweiger has confirmed that 
Saturday, June 15, will be the date 
and New Berlin Hills Golf Course the 
site for this popular day on the links.  
Reserve this date on your calendars 
so you don’t miss out. Details will 
follow as they become available.   

The next Badger Lodge 584 meet-
ing will be held Thursday, March 14, 
starting at 7 p.m. at the Mary Queen 
of Heaven Gym, 2360 S. 106th St. in 
West Allis. Our meetings start very 
promptly as our president, Bro. Tim 
Donovan, is in the habit of being on 
time... and that’s a good thing!

Meetings aren’t lengthy and are 
always followed by a social offering 
coffee and some delicious baked 
goods donated by some of our tal-
ented members. 

It would be nice to see some of you 
attend one of these monthly meetings. 
Meetings are always held the second 
Thursday of each month. Keep in 
mind the inclement weather in our 
area. If bad weather plagues us on a 
meeting night, be sure to check with 
Sis. Mary Donovan at (414) 405-0532 
for any cancellation updates.

by JERRY TROHA
Lodge 581 Secretary/Treasurer

ST. MARYS, Pa. — The 
Lodge 581 first quarterly 
meeting of 2019 was held 
Jan. 6 at the St. Marys Moose 
Club. The meeting was called 
to order by President Mar-
cia Klancer Bleggi with 
officers Vice President Pat 
Moore, Secretary/Treasurer 
Jerry Troha, and auditors John 
Moore, Amy Anderson and Ja-
nine Laughner in attendance.

Correspondence was read 
from the SNPJ Home Office, 
2019 meeting dates were 

scheduled, and proposed ac-
tivities were planned for the 
first half of 2019.

Our March membership 
awards recipients are 50-year 
member Stacy Fedrow of Wil-
kes Barre, Pa.; 60-year mem-
bers Marie Glas of Wyoming, 
Pa.; and 70-year members S. 
Bengtson of Maryland, N.Y., 
and Fred Zaitz of Wappingers 
Falls, N.Y.

A Lodge 581 potica bak-
ing class was held Feb. 24 
in President Marcia Bleggi’s 
kitchen. A total of twelve bak-
ers enjoyed making a variety 

of baked goods for the Lenten 
season. John Moore and Jerry 
Troha entertained the bakers 
with a few accordion tunes 
throughout the morning.

Lodge 581 and the St. 
Marys Historical Society will 
be presenting a program titled 
“A Step Back In Time” on 
March 4 in St. Marys. The talk 
is focused on the Slovenian 
immigrant families who found 
comfort from one another 
by living on the same street, 
Curry Ave., in St. Marys. Ar-
rangements have been made to 
create an informal round table 

approach that will allow local 
people familiar with the Curry 
Ave., Tannery and Stackpole 
Carbon area to share their 
stories and some photographs.

Everyone who is interested 
in local history or would like to 
share memories of the people 
who lived in these neighbor-
hoods is welcome to attend. 
The presentation will take 
place Monday, March 4, in 
the St. Marys K of C Knotty 
Pine Room starting at 7 p.m.  
Slovenian baked goods, re-
freshments and some good 
ol’ accordion music will be 

on hand.
It was nice talking with Sis. 

Caroline Easton from Couder-
sport, Pa., last week. Caroline 
said she enjoys reading the 
various articles in PROSVETA 
and listening to the John Berne 
Polka Variety radio program 
on 97.5 FM each Sunday at 
10 a.m.

Slovenian Polka Booster 
dances will be held on Sunday, 
March 3, featuring the Bob 
Kravos Band from Cleveland 
at the St. Marys Moose Club 
from 2 to 5 p.m.; on Sunday, 
March 17, featuring the Dick 

Tady Orchestra at the St. 
Marys Wildwoods Bar and 
Grill from 2 to 5 p.m.; and on 
Sunday, March 31, featuring 
the Anthony Culkar Band at 
the Ridgway, Pa., Eagles Club 
from 2 to 5 p.m.

For information on the 
Slovenian Polka Boosters, 
contact Pat Moore at (814) 
837-9218 or e-mail moorski@
verizon.net. For information 
on Lodge 581, contact Jerry 
Troha at (814) 781-6978 or 
e-mail jerometroha@gmail.
com. Follow us on Facebook 
at St. Marys SNPJ Lodge 581.

Lodge 581 presentation will take a “Step Back In Time” through St. Marys

PROSVETA Crossword
March Madness (#0319) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. Trunk extension
5. Dojo pad
8. *Villanova ____ at end of
 each half in ’18 championship
11. Away from port
12. Windmill blade
13. Key material
15. Hefty competitor
16. European sea eagle
17. Walnut ____, MN
18. *____ Sunday
20. Smelling tainted, as in meat
21. Soft and sticky
22. Giant bird of “One Thousand 
 and One Nights”
23. *____-elimination
26. Making sounds like Babe
30. Beatle wife
31. Not absorb, nor repel
34. Twelfth month of Jewish year
35. Batman to Bruce Wayne
37. Elizabeth Gilbert’s 
 “____ Pray Love”
38. Cubic meter
39. Ghost of Christmas ____
40. P in POI
42. Make work
43. Puffed up
45. ____ and effects

47. Mont Blanc, e.g.
48. Oddball’s attempt?
50. Tropical tuber
52. *Penultimate NCAA round
56. Like cornflakes leftovers
57. Slavic version of John
58. Tangerine plus grapefruit
59. Chased up an elm
60. Blow off steam
61. Tear violently
62. Da in Russia
63. Before of yore
64. Pasturelands

DOWN
1. Falls behind
2. Archipelago unit
3. Square one?
4. Good-for-nothing
5. Nobel Prize winner Curie
6. Bug
7. High school student
8. Rumpelstiltskin’s weaver
9. Green-eyed monster
10. Tie ___
12. Ruled against, 
 as President can
13. Prod
14. *Fill-in-the-blanks
19. Pepsi and Coke

22. Part of human cage
23. Daytime entertainment, pl.
24. Spouse’s parent
25. Neil Diamond’s 
 “Beautiful ____”
26. Tiny leftovers
27. Intestinal obstruction
28. N in RN
29. Mirths
32. *1 or 68, e.g.
33. Crew tool
36. *Automatic vs. ____
38. Creepy one
40. *Coach’s locker room talk
41. Similar to sextant
44. Andrew ____ Webber
46. *Hang a banner, e.g.
48. Abraham Lincoln bill, slangily
49. Lacking sense
50. Ruptured
51. Ice, dark, and middle
52. *Twelve’s opponent
53. Type of molding
54. Forearm bone
55. Purges
56. Slovenly abode

The solution to puzzle #0319 will 
run in the April 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media



We value you as a member of the Slovene National 
Benefit Society and we take your personal privacy 

seriously. We will inform you of our policies for collecting, 
using, securing and sharing non-public personal informa-
tion the first time we do business and every year that you 
are an SNPJ member.

You have provided SNPJ with certain non-public per-
sonal information, such as your name, age, residence, 
marital status and social security number. When you 
applied for life insurance you may have also provided us 
with employment and medical information and authorized 
us to obtain further information concerning your health 
history, mode of living, avocations and other personal 
characteristics. Based on this authorization, only the 
minimum amount of information necessary to underwrite 
your application has been collected. We may obtain other 
information from your transactions with us, such as your 
payment history and claim documentation.

We maintain the highest level of confidentiality con-
cerning your non-public personal information. The em-
ployees at the SNPJ Home Office have been trained in 
the careful handling and protection of such information. 
Oversight of these matters is rigorous, and our employ-
ees understand that improper disclosure of non-public 
personal information is a serious matter with severe 
consequences.

We are a fraternal benefit society which has always 
been committed to protecting the privacy of our members. 
There are no affiliated financial institutions or third-party 
non-affiliates which have access to your non-public per-
sonal information, except pursuant to your written autho-
rization. We never sell lists of our members’ names and 
addresses to any goods or services vendor.

Access to your records is limited to those Home Of-
fice employees who are working with your file. Should 
we be required to disclose information in connection 
with civil or criminal litigation we must comply; however, 
such instances are very rare. Our policy of protecting the 
security of non-public personal information also extends 
to potential insureds and former insureds who no longer 
maintain coverage with us.

Slovene National Benefit Society 

Privacy Policy
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Important figures to consider...

29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

1-800-843-7675

!
If your coverage is over 5 years old,

contact SNPJ for a policy review.

Team Name

Croatian Sensations

Donovans Plus One

Fun-O-Leers

Sloga Family

All Or Nuttin’

Sloga Ladies

Sloga Men

Bunch of Studs

In My Wife’s Purse

Tappers

Melton Family

Handicap Score

3,186

3,150

3,142

3,015

2,997

2,881

2,847

2,845

2,806

2,633

2,564

Organization-Captain

CFU - Greg Panhans

SNPJ - Mary Donovan

SNPJ - Tim Donovan

SLOGA - Mary Alyce Francis

SNPJ - Chris Meyer

SLOGA - Chris Carroll

SLOGA - Mike Carroll

SNPJ - Jerry Wucinski

KSKJ - Steve Morzy

KSKJ - Tom Gorenc

SNPJ - Michele Melton

Place

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

2019 Tony Verbick Memorial Bowling Tournament Results

by MARY DONOVAN (584)
SNPJ District 6 Athletic Director

MILWAUkEE — Here in Milwaukee, 
we held our annual Verbick Memorial 
Bowling Tournament on Saturday, Jan. 
19. It was a great time seeing the big-
time bowlers come out from SNPJ, Sloga 
Division of CFU, KSKJ, and CFU. This 
tournament has been in existence for 29 
years – amazing! Time flies when you’re 
having fun.

Due to the snow, the weather did 
hinder the spectators, but the bowlers 

were ready to roll. Teams of five from 
the four organizations took to the lanes 
and were ready to compete. The bowl-
ers were competing for first, second and 
third place finishes; however, the overall 
emphasis was on fraternalism... and just 
having fun!

We held a series of drawings for the 
many prizes donated by generous busi-
nesses and members. We also held a 50/50 
drawing to raise additional monies for the 
fraternals’ scholarship funds. I would like 
to thank Madalaine Brown for volunteer-

ing, as well as all others who assisted by 
selling tickets and pulling the winning 
numbers.

Many thanks to Lucky Lanes for 
making sure that the bowlers were well 
nourished with Slovenian sausages and 
homemade cookies. 

All in all, it was a memorable event, 
and I’m sure that the bowlers would agree 
that “a good time was had by all.” This 
tournament is truly a nice event mixing 
old friends, new friends and family, all 
celebrating fraternalism and fun!

2019 Verbick Memorial bowlers take to the lanes

50-Year Members
March 2019
 Lodge Member
 A02 Raymond E. Hollinger
 2 Lynne M. Victorine
 2 Patricia E. Challans
 2 James W. Stubler
 6 Karen L. Schenk
 6 Joseph J. Haines
 6 Patricia Lazzini
 8 Leslie A. Kraft
 33 Deborah K. McGinness
 33 Dorothy L. Sniezek
 41 Gary J. Klobucar
 87 Lois J. Flesik
 87 Nyla R. Topinka
 89 Noralynn Cryblskey
 89 Evelyn L. Weaver
 106 Jay V. Raspat
 106 Karen J. Rolin
 117 Linda R. Derr
 126 James P. Dobay
 138 Donald C. Pabian

Lodge Member 
 138 Ronald A. Pabian
 218 JoAnn Girodo
 218 John R. Garbarino
 223 Thomas P. Kristan
 225 William L. Pinamonti
 225 John B. Benedict
 245 Mary L. Basham
 257 Mary A. Ivancic
 257 Valerie A. Jablonski
 304 Barton D. Hrast
 459 Shirley K. Acken
 562 Marilyn K. Pasco
 581 Stacey L. Fedrow
 629 Larry K. Kraeer
 629 Gloria J. Kraeer
 643 Evana L. Delon
 715 William R. McCue
 749 William F. Kovacic
 749 Frank E. Haines
 786 Christine Garcia

60-Year Members
March 2019
 Lodge Member
 A02 Patricia E. Wilfong
 2 Patricia E. Gatza
 6 Carole S. Oblock
 31 Joan E. Bartholomew
 87 John R. Stepinsky
 87 Dennis Tepke
 89 Theresa M. Rozmus
 107 Nancy L. Tinnin

Lodge Member
 138 Joyce K. Altieri
 158 Nancy K. Oros
 254 Donald S. Singel
 274 Mary C. Karshin
 274 David H. Mehall
 304 Richard M. Russ
 581 Marie Glas
 643 Barbara A. Popovich

 Lodge Member
  A01 Eleanor Reinisch
 1 Rose J. Meier
 53 Jane J. Vozel
 126 Rosemary Marn
 126 William Verbic
 216 Helen P. Suchevich
 304 Ludwig J. Spolyar
 518 Elizabeth B. Kelley

70-Year Members
March 2019

Lodge Member
 581 S. I. Bengtson
 581 Fred F. Zaitz
 584 Patricia R. Rootes
 603 Robert L. Volker
 723 May J. Dover
 749 Ethel L. Meyers
 782 Rose M. Wadding

 Lodge Member
 2 Rose Miracle
 6 Sophie Kramzer
 41 Mary A. Pertzog

Lodge Member 
 138 Lillian Opeka
 218 Zora Marshall

80-Year Members
March 2019

Bro. LOUIS J. NOVAK
FROM PAGE 1 

a hard worker who made promises to help 
at events, and could always be relied upon 
to get the job done.  

Because of Lou’s dedication to and pas-
sion toward the success of SNPJ, he didn’t 
want to concentrate only on the local level, 
and in 2006 he was elected to the SNPJ 
National Board, serving as a member of 
the SNPJ Supervisory Committee. He was 
re-elected to the SNPJ Supervisory in 2010, 
and then to the SNPJ Audit Committee 
in 2014, serving as an Audit Committee 
member through 2018. This position was 
very important to Lou – he loved the SNPJ 
and his main goal was to keep it thriving 
for many years to come.

In addition to SNPJ, Lou also became 
very involved in the Ohio Fraternal Alli-
ance. He was elected Ohio Fraternal Al-
liance vice president in 2016 and became 
president of the organization in 2018, 
once again adding to his character of not 
only being involved with something, but 
being a leader.

Those who knew him knew he loved to 
cook and work outdoors. The SNPJ Farm 
in Kirtland, Ohio, became his home away 
from home. Lou served as secretary/man-
ager of the SNPJ Farm starting in 2015, 
but his love for the Farm didn’t start only 
then. Lou could always be seen working 
alongside the members of the Ladies Aux-
iliary on Sunday mornings during picnic 
season. His strength and height were a 
great asset to them, but what they loved 
most of all were his friendship, his stories, 
and his phenomenal way of always being 
there to listen, to give advice – and, of 
course, to provide “medicine” as needed.

Lou took his job as SNPJ Farm secre-
tary/manager very seriously. The reputa-
tion of the quality and integrity of the 
Farm was very important to him. He spent 
several hours there every week cleaning 

up the grounds, executing building im-
provement projects and booking events. 
As someone told the family recently, “You 
can always make a call or hire various 
professionals to handle these projects, but 
Lou was that guy, that professional... he just 
did everything!” And he did everything 
because he loved it.

Over the last few weeks, many people 
have described Lou’s love of family. Fam-
ily meant everything to him. To Lou, you 
didn’t have to be blood to be considered 
family. Lou had the ability to love and 
care about everyone that he met. SNPJ 
brought so many members to his fam-
ily. Whether you knew him through his 
SNPJ Trailer Court porch parties on the 
hill, the SNPJ Spartans Lodge, the SNPJ 
Farm, the National Board, the Cleveland 
Federation or CAL, he loved and cared 
for you unconditionally.  

Lou’s love for this organization and 
his love for the Slovenian heritage led to 
the “Dr. Slivo Tour to Slovenia” in 2017. 
Having several SNPJ members on the 
tour with him meant so much. But most 
importantly, sharing this experience with 
his children and grandchildren meant the 
world to him.

Slovenia was home to Lou, and to be 
home with all of the people he held close to 
his heart could only be described through 
the tear in his eye, the incredible grin on 
his face, or his laugh that literally shook 
his entire body. Those of us who shared 
that with him will never forget!

My siblings and I were so blessed to 
have called him dad. His grandchildren, 
Christian and Gabby, will miss him ter-
ribly. He really instilled the values of 
family, heritage and integrity in all of us. 
Our hearts are broken. There are no words 
to describe how much we will miss him; 
how much he will be missed by so many.    

I know many of you have memories and 
stories in your heart about this wonderful 

man. He really did touch so many lives not 
only within the SNPJ, but throughout the 
community. I would like to leave you with 
a poem I recently came across. I haven’t 
been able to locate the author’s name, but 
I feel that this would perfectly illustrate 
my father’s words and his advice if he was 
able to give it to us.

Remember Me
Don’t remember me with sadness,

Don’t remember me with tears,
Remember all the laughter

We’ve shared throughout the years.
Now I am contented

That my life it was worthwhile,
Knowing that I passed along the way

I made somebody smile.
When you are walking down the street

And you’ve got me on your mind,
I’m walking in your footsteps

Only half a step behind.
So please don’t be unhappy

Just because I’m out of sight,
Remember that I’m with you

Each morning, noon and night.

Bro. Novak is survived by his wife, 
Patricia; his children, Karen Novak, 
Antoinette (Charles) Thomey and Louis 
(Erica) Novak; his grandchildren, Chris-
tian, Gabrielle, Jack and Cooper; a brother, 
Joseph Novak; and two sisters, Teresa 
Novak-Kopcso and Elizabeth Young.

Services for Bro. Novak were held Feb. 
8 at Zele Funeral Home and at St. Mary 
Church, Cleveland. Interment followed 
in All Souls Cemetery, Chardon, Ohio. 

For all the laughter and smiles that Lou 
brought us over the years, may he rest in 
peace in Heaven. We will truly miss you 
here on Earth and know in our hearts that 
you have joined all of your beloved friends 
and family who had gone before you.  

To our dear angels in Heaven, Dr. Slivo 
has arrived. Na zdravje!

The Society mourns the loss of former National 
Board Audit Committee member Bro. Louis J. Novak

by DANIELLA VOLPE
Lodge 158

EUCLID, Ohio — Another 
month goes by, another holi-
day passes, and none of us 
are sure just what season it 
is anymore. But one thing we 
do know is that we’ve got a 
lot of things to look forward 
to in spring. 

We extend wishes for a very 
big happy birthday to Danny 
Elam on March 14 and to Col-
leen Frank Jr. on March 17, 
and a happy belated birthday 
to Marty Hulin on Jan. 16 and 
to Eileen Markusic, our rough 
and tough sergeant-at-arms, 
on Feb. 16. 

We can also celebrate the 
success of the Celtic Nations 

Drill Team at their spaghetti 
dinner fund-raiser, held Feb. 
9, at Recher Hall in Euclid. 
They host this fund-raiser each 
year to help pay for their trans-
portation to their parades and 
competitions, and the group 
includes a lot of our fellow 
Loyalites members. 

The night was a celebration 
of both their Irish and Slove-
nian heritages, and featured 
the musical stylings of Kathy 
Hlad, along with Julie Tabaj, 
Bill Perko and our Lodge 
president, Don Srnick. They 
had a tremendous turnout 
with 300 people in attendance. 
We would like to wish them 
good luck as St. Patrick Day 
approaches. Go kick some 

butt, ladies!
“One fish, two fish, red fish, 

blue fish;” “I do not like them 
Sam I Am, I do not like green 
eggs and Ham.” Do either of 
these phrases sound familiar? 
We’re sure you’ve heard them 
a time or two, or maybe you’ve 
even read “If I Ran the Zoo.” 
Well, they were all written by 
one silly goose, a man who 
went by the name of Dr. Seuss. 

So what is the point that 
I’m trying to enforce? The 
theme of the Loyalites picnic, 
of course! 

We have finally chosen a 
theme for this year’s festivi-
ties, and after much delibera-
tion we have landed on the 
most whimsical idea for this 

celebration. 
Our picnic this year will be 

held June 23 and will feature 
the musical stylings of the 
ever-so-talented Don Wojtila 
Orchestra. More details will 
come soon, but mark the date 
in your calendars because it’s 
sure to be an event that even 
all the Whos in Whoville, all 
the Sneetches on the Beaches 
– and even Yertle the Turtle – 
would be jealous of.

The next Loyalites Lodge 
meeting will be held March 
14 at Recher Hall starting at 
7 p.m., and we always love to 
see more faces. As always, we 
send our thoughts and prayers 
to any and all ailing members 
and their families.

Seuss on the loose at the Loyalites annual picnic

SLOVENEFEST PLANS
FROM PAGE 1 

first-come, first-served basis.
If tenting or parking your 

RV is what you’re planning 
for Slovenefest this year, we 

suggest that you contact us, 
toll-free, at 1-877-767-5732 as 
soon as possible because these 
camping spots are going ex-
tremely fast. Since we are very 
busy during that time of the 

year, you must pay in advance 
for these spots. 

Don’t miss out on this won-
derful festival and all the good 
food and great times that are 
sure to happen!

While we wait for the fun in 
the sun to begin, stay warm and 
think spring. We’ll be awaiting 
your return to the SNPJ Recre-
ation Center to make Slovene-
fest 2019 a memorable event.

Book your 2019 Slovenefest tenting, RV sites soon
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Sis. Shirley J. Kushner
• Lodge 89 •

MIDWAY, Pa. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 89 sadly report 
the Jan. 9, 2019, passing of Sis. 
Shirley J. (Torboli) Kushner, 
80, of Cranberry Twp., Pa., 
formerly of White Oak, Pa., 
while under the care of UPMC 
Cranberry Place.

Sis. Kushner was born May 
2, 1938, in Avella, Pa. A 33-
year SNPJ member, she was 
also a faithful member of St. 
Kilian Roman Catholic Parish 
in Cranberry Twp. 

Known for her beautiful 
smile, Shirley was a kind and 
generous woman who had 
a great sense of humor. Her 
laughter was contagious to 
everyone around her. Above 
all, she will always be remem-
bered as a loving wife, mother 
and grandmother. She will be 
dearly missed.

Surviving are her husband, 
Robert J. Kushner, whom 
she married Feb. 10, 1962; 
a daughter, Christine (Kurt) 
Pawlak; four grandchildren, 
Daniel, Michael, Sarah and 
Connor; two brothers, Kenneth 
and David Torboli; two sisters, 
Diane Meriage and Maxine 
Mason; and a daughter-in-law, 
Angela Kushner.

She was preceded in death 
by a son, Robert W. “Bob” 
Kushner, on Jan. 20, 2017; 
and two brothers, James and 
Calvin Torboli.

Services for Sis. Kushner 
were held privately.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 89 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Kushner’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Patricia A. Mihalich
• Lodge 89 •

MIDWAY, Pa. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 89 sadly an-
nounce a second recent loss 
with the Jan. 9, 2019, passing of 
Sis. Patricia “Patty” Mihalich, 
75, of McDonald, Pa. She was 
a 52-year SNPJ member.

Sis. Mihalich was born 
Jan. 22, 1943, in Canonsburg 
Hospital, Canonsburg, Pa., the 
daughter of the late Hubert and 
Margaret (Cairns) Capitani. 
She was in the first graduat-
ing class of Fort Cherry High 
School in 1960.

She was employed with 
Union National Bank from 
1960 to 1973 and with Fort 
Cherry School District from 
1982 to 1987. She was then em-
ployed as first human resources 
secretary with the Pittsburgh 
Airport Marriott from 1987 
to 1993. From 1993 until her 
retirement in June 2004, she 
served as district justice clerk 

for Elaine McGraw in Al-
legheny County, Pa. She was 
a weekend hostess for Bob 
Evans Restaurant in Robinson 
Twp., Pa., for five years, finally 
retiring at age 71.

On June 2, 1965, she mar-
ried Richard Mihalich, the 
love of her life. He preceded 
her in death on March 4, 
2005. Together they had two 
wonderful daughters, Leigh 
Ann Mihalich of Carnegie, 
Pa., and Lisa Renee (Michael) 
Durbin of Charlotte, N.C. Also 
surviving are two sisters, Joann 
(Steve) Trusnovic of Oakdale, 
Pa., and Karen (Robert) Stew-
art of McDonald.

Her brother, Daniel Capi-
tani, was killed in Vietnam in 
December 1969.

She will be sorely missed by 
her friends and family, includ-
ing her many cousins.

Services for Sis. Mihalich 
were held Jan. 14 at Nation Fu-
neral Home, Inc., McDonald, 
officiated by the Rev. Dennis 
Lawrence, pastor of Indepen-
dent Bible Church, where Sis. 
Mihalich was a former member 
for more than 30 years. Burial 
followed in Robinson Run 
Cemetery, McDonald, along-
side her husband.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 89 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Mihalich’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. Frank A. Kern
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the Jan. 11, 2019, pass-
ing of Bro. Frank A. Kern, 90, 
of Pittsburgh, with his loving 
family by his side.

Bro. Kern was born Dec. 
26, 1928, in Strabane, a son 
of the late Joseph and Mary 
Pere Belle Kern Sr. He served 
with the U.S. Army during the 
Korean War. Prior to his retire-
ment, he was a steel inspector 
with the Universal Cyclops 
Corporation.

A 72-year SNPJ member, 
he was also a member of St. 
Catherine of Siena Roman 
Catholic Church in Pittsburgh, 
KSKJ St. Jerome Lodge 153 
in Strabane, and United Steel 
Workers of America.

Bro. Kern loved dancing 
and was very proud of his 
Slovenian heritage, always 
looking forward to the annual 
SNPJ Slovenefest. He enjoyed 
time spent with his family, and 
traveled with them throughout 
the United States for more than 
30 years.

On Oct. 6, 1962, he married 
his devoted wife, Helen R. 
Kane, who survives after 56 
years of marriage. Also sur-

viving are a daughter, Marilyn 
(William Kirsch) of Robinson 
Twp., Pa.; two sons, Gary Kern 
of Las Vegas, Nev., and Kevin 
Kern of Washington, Pa.; and 
several nieces and nephews.

In addition to his parents 
he was preceded in death by 
five siblings, Mary Simko, and 
Joseph, Richard, James and W. 
Jean Kern.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Bro. Kern on 
Jan. 16 in St. Patrick Church, 
Canonsburg, Pa. Interment 
followed in Queen of Heaven 
Cemetery, Peters Twp., Pa., 
with full military rites accord-
ing by the VFW Post 191 Honor 
Guard and the U.S. Army.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Kern’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Lillian R. Helay
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
announce a second recent loss 
with the Jan. 12, 2019, passing 
of Sis. Lillian R. Helay, 84, of 
Canonsburg, Pa., in Paramount 
Nursing and Rehabilitation, 
Peters Twp., Pa., with her fam-
ily by her side.

Sis. Helay was born on Nov. 
19, 1934, in Temple, Texas, a 
daughter of Arthur and Anna 
Wyndam Drake. She graduated 
from the Temple Vocational 
School of Nursing in 1955, and 
had been employed at hospitals 
in Texas before she moved 
to Pennsylvania. Lillian also 
cared for the elderly and ailing 
in local health care facilities.

A 71-year SNPJ member, 
she was also a member of Can-
onsburg United Presbyterian 
Church and belonged to several 
Christian Charity Associa-
tions, including World Vision 
and Feed the Children. She and 
her husband sponsored several 
children through the Christian 
Children’s Fund. She was also 
a former Pythian Sister.

On Dec. 12, 1956, she mar-
ried Herman R. Helay, who sur-
vives. Also surviving are a son, 
Michael S. (Danielle) Helay of 
Pittsburgh; a daughter, Laura 
R. Helay of Canonsburg; and 
several nieces and nephews.

The last of her immediate 
family, she was preceded in 
death by four brothers, Robert, 
Herman, Arthur and Rufus 
Drake; and a sister, Jimmie 
Lee Spuryer.

Services for Sis. Helay were 
held Jan. 18 in the pavilion at 
National Cemetery of the Al-
leghenies, Cecil Twp., Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO

DEATHS REPORTED
For the month of January 2019
   DATE OF
LODGE NAME DEATH CITY-STATE
 A01 Beatrice R. Gallagher 11-05-2018 Lancaster, Pa.
 FD4 Andrew A. Gigler 11-20-2016 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 1 Edward J. Pastor 11-25-2018 Rockford, Ill.
 2 Eugene J. Galassi 12-04-2018 Bay St. Louis, Miss.
 3 Amelia Kondas 12-06-2018 Johnstown, Pa.
 5 Mary Martinac 12-11-2018 Willoughby, Ohio
 6 Barbara J. Best 10-27-2017 Bridgeville, Pa.
 6 Margaret J. Kuchler 12-21-2018 Phoenix, Ariz.
 6 James H. Johnson Sr. 12-26-2018 The Villages, Fla.
 6 Arthur Ciccone 12-19-2018 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 6 Nicholas J. Kubik 12-22-2018 New Castle, Pa.
 6 Matthew E. Franz 12-18-2018 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 33 Joseph Zedar 01-20-2016 Bentleyville, Pa.
 53 Stephen F. Mauric 11-17-2018 Columbus, Ohio
 53 Stanley Tomsick 12-23-2018 Vero Beach, Fla.
 87 Frank A. Bregar 12-19-2018 Greensburg, Pa.
 106 Eric A. Stofan 08-21-2018 Oakdale, Pa.
 107 John D. Bruggeman 09-02-2018 Loxley, Ala.
 138 Mark D. Ward III 12-10-2018 Canonsburg, Pa.
 158 Dorothy Lekan 09-28-2018 Las Vegas, Nev.
 158 Ramona E. Sayre 12-15-2018 Perry, Ohio
 158 Robert J. Strazisar 12-01-2018 St. Petersburg, Fla.
 190 Robert Sivec 01-15-2019 Sidman, Pa.
 190 Marion B. LaPointe 01-17-2019 Carnegie, Pa.
 216 Carolyn M. Olszewski 01-02-2019 Lower Burrell, Pa.
 223 Dolores E. Blatnik 12-04-2018 Waxhaw, N.C.
 225 Joe F. Oblak 11-26-2018 Pittsburg, Kan.
 254 Beverly A. Iannello 12-19-2018 Tire Hill, Pa.
 274 Mary L. Dietz 12-06-2018 Covington, Ohio
 355 Norene H. Popely 01-06-2019 Mentor, Ohio
 476 Mary Frances Birchak 06-23-2018 Cincinnati, Ohio
 518 Carolyn J. Tehovnik 10-31-2018 Allen Park, Mich.
 518 William O. Tehovnik 12-20-2018 Northville, Mich.
 518 James A. Fatur 09-05-2018 Redford, Mich.
 562 Stanley J. Simoncic 11-02-2018 Bridgeport, Ohio
 576 Jack L. Sopp II 11-02-2018 Massillon, Ohio
 576 Jack L. Subel 12-24-2018 Chagrin Falls, Ohio
 581 Anthony A. Pirman 07-12-2018 Johnsonburg, Pa.
 581 Rose M Kielar 11-07-2018 James City, Pa.
 603 Jean Narquini 01-03-2019 Virginia Beach, Va.
 643 Hope R. Moler-Wilson 11-21-2015 Girard, Ohio
 715 Erica A. Reardon 01-02-2019 Ormond Beach, Fla.
 721 Nello DiTommaso 12-01-2018 Aliquippa, Pa.
 721 Louis J. Koutoulakis 11-01-2018 Aliquippa, Pa.
 749 Dolores A. Loushe 09-23-2018 Johnstown, Pa.
 749 Dolores L. McNulty 10-23-2018 Johnstown, Pa.
 770 Gene R. Linhart 01-11-2019 East Palestine, Ohio
 776 Anne M. Zitkovic 10-22-2018 The Villages, Fla.
 782 Irene F. Roman 12-15-2018 Rochester, Pa.

Bro. Eugene M. Jakse
• Lodge 2 •

LA SALLE, Ill. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 2 sadly report 
a second recent loss with the 
Jan. 30, 2019, passing of Bro. 
Eugene M. Jakse, 92, of Peru, 
Ill., at Illinois Veteran’s Home 
at La Salle.

Bro. Jakse was born in 
La Salle on Nov. 5, 1926, to 
Frank and Antonia (Kramar-
cic) Jakse. He married Janice 
E. Pohl on July 12, 1952. He 
worked for 22 years at Illinois 
Bell. He later worked at La 
Salle-Peru Township High 
School and retired from 
Care Inn Nursing Home in 
La Salle.

Eugene served with the U.S. 
Navy Air Force as a Turret 
Gunner at the end of World 
War II, then entered the Na-
tional Guard during Korean 
War, where he served in the 
U.S. Army as Master Sergeant 
Major.

Bro. Jakse loved music. He 
collected and played music 
boxes, and enjoyed camping 
and antique collecting. His 
favorite times were taking his 
grandchildren to the Chicago 
Bears training camp every year 

with Janice.
In addition to his member-

ship with SNPJ Lodge 2, Eu-
gene was also a member Zion 
United Church of Christ in 
Peru, and a 50-year member of 
the Shriner’s and Mason’s. He 
was active in St. John’s Lodge 
#13 A.F. & A.M. in Peru and 
was a chapter dad for the Order 
of DeMolay.

Bro. Jakse is survived by 
one daughter, Leesa (Neil) Tip-
ton of Peru; one son, Douglas 
(Dixie) Jakse of Oglesby, Ill.; 
six grandchildren; and six 
great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Janice, on Aug. 18, 
2013; a sister, Adele Gensler; 
and two brothers, Ernest and 
Raymond Jakse.

Funeral services for Bro. 
Jakse were celebrated on Feb. 
3 in the Hurst Funeral Home in 
La Salle with Rev. Alex Gar-
ncarz, Pastor of Zion United 
Church of Christ in Peru, 
officiating. Burial followed in 
Peru City Cemetery.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 2 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Jakse’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. MARY T. BERTRAND (2)

extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Helay’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Mary T. Bertrand
• Lodge 2 •

LA SALLE, Ill. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 2 sadly report the 
Jan. 23, 2019, passing of Sis. 
Mary Theresa Bertrand, 97, of 
Spring Valley, Ill., surrounded 
by her family.

Sis. Bertrand was born 
July 20, 1921, in Oglesby, Ill., 
to Frank and Frances (Furar) 
Zupancic. She married James 
L. Bertrand June 29, 1941, in 
St. Roch’s Catholic Church, La 
Salle. He preceded her in death 
on Nov. 24, 2012.

In addition to her 79 years 
of SNPJ membership, Mary 
was also a member of the 
Nativity of Our Lord Parish, 
formerly Immaculate Con-
ception. She enjoyed cooking 
for her family, baking, and 
giving away Christmas cook-
ies and potica. Taking care of 
her children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren was 
always the most important part 
of her life.

Sis. Bertrand is survived by 
three sons, James F. Bertrand 
of Spring Valley, Joseph (Col-
leen) Bertrand of Spring Valley 
and Jeffrey (Becky) Bertrand 
of Pontiac; five grandchil-
dren, Joseph (Mardee) Ber-
trand, Janelle (Jason) Watson, 
Jeremy (Shelby) Bertrand, 
Jeffrey (Danielle) Bertrand 
and Andrea Bertrand; four 
great-grandchildren; two step 
grandchildren; nine great-
step-grandchildren; and one 
great-great-step-grandchild.

In addition to her husband, 
she was preceded in death 
by her parents and a great-
grandson, Jackson Watson.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Ber-
trand on Jan. 28 at the Nativity 
of Our Lord Catholic Church. 
Burial followed in Valley Me-
morial Park Cemetery.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 2 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Bertrand’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.
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Members celebrating 50, 60, 70 and 80 years with the Slovene National Benefit Society
by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President

Of the 2,000 life insurance companies and 
fraternal benefit societies operating in the 
U.S., less than 100 have been in existence 

as long as the SNPJ. As a not-for-profit fraternal 
benefit society, we have successfully provided life 
insurance to our members since 1904, along with a 
full package of social, athletic and cultural programs, 
scholarships, community service projects, and much 
more. SNPJ also offers annuities that can be used 
for IRAs and Roth IRAs.

Our more than 110 years of longevity and success 
have been made possible by the loyalty and dedica-
tion of our members. The SNPJ’s engine may have 
been built and its direction set by  its founders and 
subsequent leaders, but its path has been traveled, 
cleared and paved by our dedicated members.

As a way to show respect and appreciation to 
our longtime and loyal members, we recognize 

membership milestones with a custom gift. The 
years of membership are counted in terms of adult 
membership years, not including youth enrollment 
years. These milestones of recognition include 50, 
60, 70 and 80 years of adult membership.

We ask our Fraternal Honorees, once they have 
received their awards from the Society, to submit a 
short report on their past and present lifestyle, includ-
ing their Lodge affiliation, hobbies and any other 
information that might be of interest to our readers.

In acknowledging these dedicated members, it is 
our privilege to show respect for these honorees by 
offering our thanks and appreciation for the loyalty 
they have shown the SNPJ for so many years. In this 
small way, through our offical SNPJ publication, we 
can etch their names even deeper into the archives 
of the Slovene National Benefit Society.

On behalf of the entire membership, we extend 
our congratulations to those members reaching these 
anniversary milestones. 

Sis. BEATRICE CLISH
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. JOYCE ASHER
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. MARY ANICK
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. DAISY SUZNEVICH
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. JOYCE ASHER
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. BEATRICE CLISH
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. MARY ANICK
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. MARY ANICK (715)

Sis. MELVA VOLKER (603)

Sis. DAISY SUZNEVICH (721)

• Seventy-year SNPJ member 
Sis. DOROTHY PROKES was 
honored by Barton, Ohio, Lodge 
562 and the Society for her years 
of membership. Sis. Prokes writes:

“Thank you so very much for the 
beautiful throw sent to me to honor 
70 years of membership. It was a 
nice surprise and I am enjoying it.

“My daughter was a teacher and 
taught for 33 years. My son was a 
doctor and practiced for 35 years. 
I spend summers in Ohio and 
winters in Florida. God has given 
me 92 years, so I feel blessed.”

Sis. DOROTHY PROKES
Barton, Ohio, Lodge 562

St. Clairsville, OH

• The Slovene National Benefit 
Society and Yukon, Pa., Lodge 
117 recognized Bro. JAMES 
SPRAITZ for his 70 years of 
membership. He writes:

“Thank you for the letter and 
the package recognizing my 
many years of membership. The 
embroidered blanket is a very nice 
addition to our living room.”

Bro. JAMES SPRAITZ
Yukon, Pa., Lodge 117

Waldorf, MD

• Milwaukee Lodge 584 and the 
SNPJ honored Sis. DOLORES 
MAKI for attaining 70 years of 
membership. She writes:

“Many thanks for the letter and 
blanket. It is beautiful. My mom 
would have been so proud; she 
was a great mom.

“I have three daughters, one 
son, 10 grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren. Some are 
really close to me and I see them 
often. Others I don’t see very often. 
They are grown and have lives 
of their own, so I’ve come to not 
worry about it.

“When my mother was alive, 
we often attended Lodge meet-
ings in Ely, Minn. Back then you 
knew almost everybody — that’s 
not what it is now.”

Sis. DOLORES MAKI
Milwaukee Lodge 584

Ely, MN

• Sis. BEATRICE CLISH of Cleve-
land Lodge 5 was honored by the 
Society for her 70 years of SNPJ 
membership. Sis. Clish writes:

“First of all, please let me thank 
you for the custom embroidered 
blue blanket with the SNPJ logo. 
I’d like to express my appreciation 
of my parents, Louis and Mary 
Muster, for getting me involved in 
the SNPJ organization.

“I have two sisters. My twin, 
Bernice Skvarch, passed away 
in March 2018. My other sister, 
Dorothy Dorko, lives in Michigan. 
When we were young, my sisters 
and I were active in Youth Circle 
7 in Girard, Ohio.

“I retired in 1991 from the 
City of Eastlake, Ohio. My hus-
band, Walter, and I celebrated 
65 years of marriage on June 3, 
2015; he passed away on June 
6, 2015. We have three beautiful 

celebrating
your SNPJ
anniversary?

If you would like to share 
your 50-, 60-, 70-, or 
80-year biography with 
PROSVETA, be sure to 
address your material 
to National President 
Joseph C. Evanish at 
247 West Allegheny 
Rd., Imperial, PA 15126

children, Judi, Gary and Susan; 
five grandchildren, Lyz, Becky, 
Joshua, Natalie and Matthew; and 
five great-grandchildren, Aubrey, 
Lydia, Briley, Brady and Barrett, 
with another on the way. I thank 
the good lord for Gary, who resides 
here and takes care of me.

“Thank you again for the beauti-
ful blanket. I will treasure it forever.”

Sis. BEATRICE CLISH
Cleveland Lodge 5

Eastlake, OH

• Fifty-year member Sis. ROSE 
MARIE PALASCHAK  was 
honored by East Pittsburgh, Pa., 
Lodge 629 and the SNPJ for her 
years of membership. She writes:

“I recently received a special 
pin, letter and certificate marking 
my 50 years with the Society.  What 
an honor. Thank you. I appreciate 
your thoughtfulness.

“I was enrolled in SNPJ by 
my dad, who was very active in 
his Lodge. I remember attending 
Lodge meetings with him and writ-
ing articles for The Voice of Youth, 
and I enjoyed many social gather-
ings and picnics with my parents.

“As I grew older, I was encour-
aged to enter the Miss SNPJ 
Pageant. It was an activity way 
beyond my comfort zone, but it 
made my dad beam with pride. I 
loved meeting the other girls from 
around the country. Just recently, I 
reconnected with the girl I roomed 
with during the pageant. Catch-
ing up with Debbie kindled some 
great memories. As I venture 
to the SNPJ Recreation Center 
each year for the Wine & Sausage 
Festival, I recollect that eventful 
weekend of laughter and tears.

“I’m now retired. I was a reading 
specialist for the Woodland Hills 
School District where I worked 
with a diversified group of star 
students and teachers. I stay very 
active by traveling, golfing, danc-
ing, bowling and meeting friends 
and colleagues for lunch or dinner. 

“My dad, Frank Chefuta, was 
born in Slovenia. He immigrated 
to the United States as a young 
man and became a citizen. Unfor-
tunately, he never returned to his 
homeland. Visiting Slovenia, for 
me, would be a dream come true.”

Sis. ROSE MARIE PALASCHAK
East Pittsburgh, Pa., Lodge 629

Murrysville, PA

• Detroit Lodge 564 and SNPJ 
honored Sis. JOYCE ASHER for 
attaining 60 years of membership. 
Sis. Asher writes:

“Thank you very much for the 
lovely pen as a remembrance 
of my 60-year anniversary with 
the SNPJ. It brought back many 
memories of my activity with Youth 
Circle 29, Young American Lodge 
564 and the Detroit Slovene Dom. 
Our Slovene Home was like a 
second home to us.

“I was born in Detroit to Pauline 
(Travnik) and Vincent Bence. I 
met my husband at the Slovene 

Sis. ROSE MARIE PALASCHAK (629)

Sis. BEATRICE CLISH (5)

Sis. JOYCE ASHER (564)

Home – he was attending a wed-
ding celebration of mutual friends 
– and we recently celebrated our 
56th anniversary.

“We have two children, Kim-
berley and R.J.; a granddaughter, 
Ryley; and a daughter-in-law, 
Mary Beth. Our daughter and 
granddaughter recently moved to 
Naples, Fla., so we get to see them 
often. Our son and daughter-in-law 
are in Hong Kong, where R.J. owns  
Tai Tai Pie Pies bakery.

“Last year we did a family vaca-
tion that started in Slovenia. It was 
a dream of my granddaughter’s 
to visit Slovenia. When she was 
in grade school at St. Ignatius of 
Loyola, Ryley wore a Slovenian 
dress and carried the Slovenian 
Flag for the Christmas pageant’s 
parade of nations. I know my 
parents and grandparents were 
smiling down on her.

“My husband and I recently re-
tired to a golf community in South 
Fort Myers, Fla. We enjoy being 
close to the beaches, and we 
have a passion for golf. I also love 
board games and card games, 
especially Mahjong, Bridge, and 
Hand & Foot. I can always find a 
game to play.

“I am very proud of my Slo-
venian heritage and activity with 
the SNPJ, and I reflect back over 
the past 70 years with many fond 
memories. Life has been good to 
me, and I send warm wishes to 
all my SNPJ friends and family.”

Sis. JOYCE ASHER
Detroit Lodge 564

Fort Myers, FL

• Sis. MARY ANICK of Universal, 
Pa., Lodge 715 was honored by the 
Society for her 80 years of SNPJ 
membership.

Sis. Anick celebrated her 98th 
birthday on Dec. 23, 2018. She 
has lived independently in a con-
dominium in Middleburg Heights, 
Ohio, since the passing of her 
beloved husband, Frank, in 2002. 
She receives frequent visits from 
her three daughters as well as her 
grandson who lives one mile away. 
She has 10 grandchildren and over 
a dozen great-grandchildren — 
quite a legacy!

Mary is a huge Cleveland 
Indians fan and watches every 
baseball game on her living room 
television while simultaneously 
listening on her transistor radio. 
During the off-season, she enjoys 
watching the Hallmark Channel, 
especially all of the Christmas 
movies.

Sis. Anick loves reading 
PROSVETA and keeping up with 
all of the activities of the Slovene 
National Benefit Society. She is 
most grateful for the beautiful 
afghan blanket commemorating 
her 80-year membership in the 
Society.

Mary recalls that her father, 
Frank Resnick, a coal miner, was 
a loyal SNPJ Lodge member in 
Slickville, Pa., where he regularly 
attended Sunday meetings in spite 
of never owning a car. Her father 

Sis. DAISY SUZNEVICH
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

made sure that all of his children 
were members of the SNPJ, and 
Mary has many fond memories 
of Lodge picnics where her father 
brought homemade wine from 
grapes that Mary ground when 
she was 16 years old in 1936. 
Her father loved singing Slovenian 
songs, and these memories bring 
a smile to Mary’s face.

Sis. MARY ANICK
Universal, Pa., Lodge 715
Middleburg Heights, OH

• Sixty-year member Sis. MELVA 
VOLKER was honored by Sam-
sula, Fla., Lodge 603 and the SNPJ 
for her years of membership. She 
writes:

“I wish to thank you for the beau-
tiful pin I received for 60 years. I 
will always treasure it.

“I grew up in Pittsburgh where 
I attended school and worked 
before marrying Robert L. Volker 
Sr. On June 4, we will celebrate 
64 years. We have five children, 
three boys and two girls; four 
grandchildren; and eight great-
grandchildren with another arriving 
in the spring.

“Robert and I have lived in vari-
ous places due to his job with the 
National Security Agency, and we 
were fortunate to see many parts 
of the world before his retirement 
in February 1989. Soon after, 
we moved to Florida. We love 
it here. We live in Port Orange, 
where we’re only two miles from 
the ocean and Daytona Beach.”

Sis. MELVA VOLKER
Samsula, Fla., Lodge 603

Port Orange, FL

• The SNPJ and Aliquippa, Pa., 
Lodge 721 recognized Sis. DAISY 
SUZNEVICH for her 70 years of 
membership. She writes:

“For 15 years my father, the late 
Anthony Bomestar, served as sec-
retary for the former SNPJ Lodge 
464 in Midland, Pa. As a child, I 
can remember Lodge members 
coming to our home to pay their 
dues. Serbians, Croatians and 

Slovenians would sit and have 
a cup of coffee while my father 
wrote letters for them to send to 
family in Europe. I would sit and 
listen, and eventually I picked up 
the language.’

“As I grew older, my father 
would send me to collect dues 
from the Lodge members at their 
homes. I would run errands for 
these members, and several of 
them tipped me. After the Lodge 
meetings, I would wipe down the 
chairs and my dad would give me 
a dime.

“During his time as Lodge sec-
retary, my dad signed up a lot of 
members. Years later, two differ-
ent people told me that when they 
couldn’t afford to pay their dues, 
my dad paid for them and they later 
repaid. Those were happy times.

“Both of my parents were Ser-
bian, and I was very active in the 
in the Serbian church. In fact, I 
am the last church board member 
since the church was dedicated in 
the 1946. They have honored me 
many times.

“I have two daughters, one son, 
two grandchildren and three great-
grandsons. I turned 89 in October 
and I have been widowed for 34 
years. I’ve lived in an assisted 
living residence in Ohio for the 
last four years, and would love to 
hear from any old friends from the 
Midland area.

Sis. DAISY SUZNEVICH
Aliquippa, Pa., Lodge 721

East Liverpool, OH



8 PROSVETA
March 1, 2019 www.snpj.org • prosveta@snpj.com

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — For many years, 
SNPJ members have enjoyed the 
unique and truly remarkable facility 
that is the SNPJ Recreation Center. The 
experiences and countless memories 
that have been made there are treasured 
by thousands. The Recreation Center 
is now more than 50 years old and, as 
with so many things, time, along with 
wear and tear, have taken their toll.

The large upper cabins, situated 
opposite the lake along Martin Road, 
are some of the first structures that 
were built on the property. Cabins #1 
and #2 have already been completed. 
The budgeted cost to complete one 
cabin was $28,000. There are a total 
of 24 large cabins and 12 motel units 
as part of this project. It will take a 
significant amount of capital to finish 
this project, and will likely take years 
to complete. The more donations we 
receive, the quicker we can complete 
the project. Since this is not a cultural 
or educational (scholarship) cause, but 

rather, recreational in nature, contribu-
tions are not considered tax deductible. 

We encourage Lodges, Fed-
erations, members, friends and other 
organizations to contribute. Several 
have already contributed. While we 
do offer “Club Level” recognition, all 
donations will be listed in PROSVETA.

Donors at the following Club Lev-
els will receive  their name on a plaque 
inside the corresponding cabin: Bronze 
Level, $1,000; Silver Level, $5,000; 
Gold Level, $10,000; and Platinum 
Level, $25,000.

Donation checks can be made 
payable to “SNPJ.” Please indicate 
“Cabin Renovation” in the memo area. 
Provide your name and address, and 
the acknowledgment name and address 
if the donation is made in memory of 
someone. 

Send your donation to Slovene 
National Benefit Society, 247 West 
Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126. 
All donations are greatly appreci-
ated. Thank you in advance for your 
support!

Support the Rec Center Cabin Renovation Project
Before

After

1.

2.

1.

2.

All-Events
$5 per 
person

YES/NO

Highest 
Average
2017-18

Lodge
No.

Doubles & Singles Event 
Entry fee $30 per person

Saturday Only

SNPJ 83rd National Bowling Tournament
May 4-5, 2019

1.

2.

3.

4.

Highest
Average
2017-18

Lodge
No.

Four-Person Team Event
Entry fee $60 per team

Sunday Only

Submit bowlers’ names by position in lineup

Team name _____________________________________
Team captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

The entry fee in each event is $15 per bowler, $5.55 of which shall be used 
for prizes, and $9.45 for bowling. An extra $5 is charged to all

who desire to compete for handicap all-events prizes.

Return form, along with fees of $15 per person, per event, to:
Rick Gorjup

7180 Kory Court • Concord, OH 44077-2221
Phone: (440) 354-5001 [Home] • (440) 773-3233 [Cell]

Make checks payable to CAL
ENTRY DEADLINE IS APRIL 15, 2019

All memberships will be verified at the SNPJ Home Office. 
Complete tournament rules are available by contacting the SNPJ 

Fraternal Department, 247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.
Schedule of entries will be posted online at www.snpj.org.

Colonial Lanes
3210 Wilmington Rd.
New Castle, PA 16105  
Phone: (724) 654-5000

www.coloniallanesbowling.com

Doubles & Singles
Saturday, May 4, 11 a.m.

Team Event
Sunday, May 5, 11 a.m.

55th CAL Don Gorjup Open Golf Tournament
May 25, 2019

at Rolling Green Golf Course, Huntsburg, OH
9 a.m. Shotgun Start

The $80 entry fee covers greens fees, cart, prizes, dinner, and
sandwich and beverage at the turn. Youth entry fee is $72.

Return this form, along with entry fees, to:
Rick Gorjup

7180 Kory Ct., Concord, OH 44077-2221 
Phone: (440) 354-5001 [H] or (440) 773-3233 [C]

Make checks payable to
SNPJ Cleveland Athletic League (CAL)
ENTRY DEADLINE IS MAY 19, 2019

The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament
rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department,

247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

Hdcp.PhoneLodgeName
1.

2.

3.

4.

Check Entry:
 Men Ladies Youth

Contact name: ________________________________________
e-mail: ______________________________________________

Rec Center Cabin Renovation Donations
for the month of January 2019

Club Level Donations
Bronze Level

SNPJ Lodge 106, Imperial, Pa. .....................$1,000
 In memory of deceased members of Lodge 106

Slovene Federation of SNPJ Lodges of
Western Pennsylvania .................................. $300

SNPJ Lodge 254, Bon Air, Pa. ....................... $100
 In memory of 2018 deceased members of
 Lodge 254

Karen & Ken Pintar (6), Bridgeville, Pa. ........... $25
 In memory of Frank Bregar

In memory of Michelle Halaburda Boarman,
a $250 donation was made by:

SNPJ Lodge 158
Colleen Frank (158) & Jim Kuhn

Ron (158) & Hollie Frank
Richard & Karen Harwood (158)

Tony Harwood (158)
Sandy & Craig Madden (158)

Pat Nevar (158)
Karen Okleson (576)

Monica & Jim Progar (138)
Dave & Cathy Skrajnar (142)

Gary & Jan Smrdel (158)
Dave (158) & Heather Strnisa

Jack Zaman (142)
Frank & Karen Valencic (138)
Frank & Marge (138) Valencic 

by RICK GORJUP (158)
District 4 Athletic Director

CLEVELAND — This year 
marks the 55th year of the 
Cleveland Athletic League 
(CAL) hosting an annual golf 
tournament, so don’t miss 
out on a great day of fun and 
fraternalism.

We have a great bunch of 
golfers, and with our CAL 
reps, friends and volunteers, 

this year’s outing should (hope-
fully!) be the best. The outing 
is about 86 days away now, 
and we hope to have a record 
crowd on hand. We haven’t had 
as much snow this winter, but 
it has been very cold. However, 
the groundhog says that spring 
is right around the corner!

This year’s CAL Don Gor-
jup Open Golf Tournament will 
be played at Rolling Green Golf 

Course in Huntsburg, Ohio, on 
Saturday, May 25. Since we’ve 
scheduled a 9 a.m. shotgun 
start, we ask that you arrive 
at the course by 8:15 a.m. for 
check-in at the pavilion. Here’s 
where  you can pick up your 
goodie bags and scorecards 
before heading out on the 
links. Hot dogs and pivo will 
be available at the turn, and a 
great steak dinner awaits at the 

19th hole.  
This is always a fun day, 

meeting old friends and making 
new ones. And remember, this 
year the beer, pop and bottled 
water are free – all day long!

The entry fee of $80 for 
adults ($72  for youth) includes 
greens fee, cart rental, prizes, a 
goodie bag, dinner and a sand-
wich/beverage at the turn. Your 
friendly hostesses will again  

be stationed on the course to 
provide some libations and a 
toast to Don. Since this is our 
55th anniversary tournament, 
we’ll have some extras to com-
memorate the big year.

To have even more fun, 
one can dress in something 
unusual, if one likes, for the 
day... you never know what 
theme will dominate the dress 
code on the course. The party 

bus will again be transporting 
golfers to and from the SNPJ 
Recreation Center.

Donations are coming in 
for our drawings, and we’re 
planning a few  surprises  this  
year. See the entry  form below, 
call your golf buddies, and sign 
up early!

We hope to see you on a 
beautiful, sunny and warm 
Saturday, May 25.

Clean up the clubs and join CAL for the 55th annual Don Gorjup Open

by SUE ZARELLA (277)
SNPJ Recreation Center

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — On your 
mark, get set and get ready, boys and girls, 
because the hunt is on! The annual SNPJ 
Recreation Center Easter egg hunt will be 
held Saturday, April 6. The fun begins at 

1 p.m. with a free lunch with the Easter 
Bunny for children 12 and under; the cost 
is $5 for adults.

Following lunch, the children will 
search outside (weather permitting) for 
the hidden Easter eggs. Be sure to bring 
a basket to collect all your eggs. Pictures 

can be taken with the Easter Bunny after 
the egg hunt, so don’t forget your camera!

Please phone the SNPJ Recreation 
Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732 to make 
your reservation for this year’s Easter egg 
hunt. The deadline to register is March 29. 
Hop on over for a fun-filled afternoon!

Head to the SNPJ Recreation Center for Easter fun Official Proceedings
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
Jan. 16, 2019
The meeting was called to order at 2:30 p.m. by President Evanish 
with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
The minutes from the Dec. 11, 2018, meeting were read and 
approved.
Most of the meeting was spent in a conference call with Society 
actuary Joseph Steimla to discuss the premium rates under the 
new 2017 CSO tables. Reviewed the spreadsheets that were 
presented with the new rates; profit percentages; policy fees; 
etc. New policy contracts must be filed in all states in which we 
are licensed to show the new CSO tables.
Discussed the 115th anniversary offer and cash value tables. 
Met with Sales Director Dave Ely to review the requirements 
and face amounts for the offer.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:10 p.m.

JOSEPH C. EVANISH
National President/CEO

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO

by KEVIN RICHARDS
Lodge 106

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Greetings from 
Lodge 106 in Imperial! Stop by the Lodge 
106 clubroom on the first Tuesday of the 
month to see bartender Shari and enjoy 
an evening of free jukebox.

Bar bingo continues on the first and 
third Thursdays of the month. Special 
early bird games start at 6:30 p.m.; the 
first regular games start at 7. Our kitchen 
is open during bar bingo.

Euchre tournaments are planned in 
the Lodge 106 clubroom on the following 
Sundays: March 3, March 17 and March 
31. The games begin at 2 p.m. and there 

is a $10 entry fee. 
The GRID Band will once again 

entertain in the Lodge 106 clubroom on 
Saturday, March 23, from 7 to 11 p.m.

Another “Seems Like Old Times” 
dance has been scheduled in the Impe-
rial Room at Lodge 106 for Sunday, 
April 7, from 7 to 10 p.m. Our kitchen 
will open at 5 p.m., offering a bountiful 
buffet for purchase. Admission is $8 at 
the door. Enjoy the Wally Merriman 
Group for this ballroom-style dance 
as we celebrate the music of America’s 
greatest generation.

The Lodge 106 Easter egg hunt will 
be held Saturday, April 13, from 1 to 3 

p.m. in the Imperial Room.
The Timothy Earl Band will perform 

in the Imperial Room on Saturday, April 
27, from 8 until midnight. Advance tick-
ets are $5; admission at the door is $7.

Would you like to receive periodic e-
mails from Lodge 106 about upcoming 
events and important announcements? 
If so, e-mail snpj106@gmail.com and 
we’ll put you on our list. 

Keep track of all the activities going 
on at Lodge 106 by visiting the “Upcom-
ing Events” page on our website, www.
snpjimperialpa.com. You can also follow 
us on Facebook at SNPJ Lodge 106, and 
at Imperial Room at SNPJ.

A full spring schedule slated at Imperial Lodge 106

• Receive $10 for each valid referral submitted.
• Every valid referral earns the recommender
 one chance in the Quarterly Drawing for an
 opportunity to win $100.

By submitting one valid referral,
you have the opportunity to earn

a total of $110 in cash prizes!

Recommender Benefits

The SNPJ Recommender Program provides an op-
portunity for adult members to encourage family, 
friends, children and acquaintances to join the Slovene 
National Benefit Society and take advantage of SNPJ’s 
competitive products and numerous fraternal benefits. 
Not only will you be helping a friend and strengthening 
our Society, you’ll also be receiving benefits yourself.

I would like to introduce
_________________________________________

for SNPJ membership
Please contact: __________________________________________
 (Parent or guardian if under age 18)
Address: _______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________
Phone: (             ) _________________________________________
Indicate Preferred Agent ___________________________________
 (Optional)

My Name: ______________________________________________
My Lodge Number: _______________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________
Phone: (             ) _________________________________________
e-mail __________________________________________________

Each individual must be informed that an agent will contact him/her and the referral
must have some interest in SNPJ in order for the recommender to be considered valid.

Complete this coupon and return to
Slovene National Benefit Society

247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA 15126

SNPJ Recommender Program


