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CLEVELAND — The West Park Slove-
nian National Home at 4583 West 130th 
St. in Cleveland was sold in December 
2017. Anyone with hall shares must turn 
them into Attorney Jeff Sheehan, 9507 
Larnder Ave. #2, Cleveland, OH 44102. 
For information phone (216) 651-0438.

MARIE PIVIK
Lodge 257 President

West Park Home sold;
shares must be claimed

• Roman J. Pavlich
Born July 31, 2018

Youngstown, Ohio, Lodge 153
SNPJ Lodge 153 welcomes Roman James 
Pavlich as its newest member. Roman is 
the son of Robert (153) and Gail Pavlich, 
brother of Sophia Jayne Pavlich (153), 
grandson of Bob and Diane Pavlich (153), 
and great-grandson of Sophie Pavlich 
(153). We welcome Roman to the SNPJ and 
extend our best wishes to his entire family.

The Society suffers the loss of Region 1 Vice 
President Bro. Frank A. Bregar

Bro. FRANK A. BREGAR
1930 – 2018

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The Fraternal De-
partment is pleased to announce that the 
2019 SNPJ National Bowling Tournament 
will be co-hosted by the Cleveland Ath-
letic League and Spartans Lodge 576 at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center the weekend 
of May 4-5. SNPJ District 4 Athletic Di-
rector Rick Gorjup will serve as tourna-
ment secretary. Bowling will take place 
at Colonial Lanes in New Castle, Pa., and 
entertainment will be featured in the Rec 
Center Gostilna. Cabins will be available 
for rent that weekend.

KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

CAL, Lodge 576 to host 
the 2019 National Bowl

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Fraternal Depart-
ment extends an invitation to all eligible SNPJ 
young ladies to become part of history and enter 
the 2019 Miss SNPJ Pageant. The pageant entry 
form is available on the Miss SNPJ Pageant page 
of our website, www.snpj.org. 

Contestants must be single females between 
the ages of 18 and 28 by July 12, 2019, and an 
SNPJ member for at least three months at the 
time of the pageant.

This year’s pageant will be held July 12-14 at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center; these dates coincide 

Miss SNPJ Pageant open for contestant entries

The 
members 
of the 2018 
Miss SNPJ 
Pageant 
Committee 
(kneeling), 
pictured 
with the 
contestants 
in the 2018 
Miss SNPJ 
Pageant.

SEE Bro. FRANK BREGAR
ON PAGE 6

Photo submitted by Sis. Rose Marie Govi (729).

A Happy Holiday for Lodge 729 Youth Members
SNPJ Lodge 729 in Yukon, Pa., hosted a Christmas party for its youth members and guests on 
Dec. 16, 2018, at the Yukon Slovenian Hall. The afternoon included games, contests, a pizza 
lunch and a visit from Santa, who stopped by for photos and to distribute gift bags.

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The Slovene National 
Benefit Society sadly announces the Dec. 19, 
2018, passing of SNPJ Region 1 Vice President 
Bro. Frank A. Bregar, 88, of Greensburg, Pa., 
formerly of Herminie, Pa., at Weather Wood 
Manor in Greensburg. 

Bro. Bregar was born Dec. 11, 1930, in Her-
minie, a son of the late Frank and Jenny Yuvan 
Bregar. He was a member of the St. Edwards 
Catholic Church in Herminie, serving as head 
usher for more than 50 years, as well as a member 
of the Holy Name Society. 

He was also a member of the Herminie VFD 
and Herminie Lions Club, and in his early years 
he enjoyed hunting. 

A 70-year member of SNPJ Lodge 87 in 
Herminie, Bro. Bregar served as a Lodge 87 

officer from 1970 until his passing, including 
30 years as Lodge secretary. Bro. Bregar served 
his Lodge as a successful insurance producer 
for several decades; he enrolled many members 
over the years and was an effective campaigner 
for the Society.

Frank was also an officer for many years of 
the Herminie Slovenian Singing Society Sokol, 
better known as the Herminie Slovenian Crystal 
Ballroom. He enjoyed working at many SNPJ 
banquets, festivals and events throughout the 
years. This includes decades of helping at the 
former Westmoreland SNPJ Federation Picnic 
Grounds in Evanstown, Pa. He was very active 
with the Westmoreland Federation.

Frank served as a delegate from his Lodge 
to a number of SNPJ National Quadrennial 

Head south to Lodge 603 for Florida SNPJ Days

SEE FLORIDA SNPJ DAYS
ON PAGE 5

by JEANNETTE HUMPHREY
Lodge 603

SAMSULA, Fla. — It’s just around the corner! 
SNPJ Lodge 603 in Samsula is hosting its annual 
Florida SNPJ Days/Polka Festival Feb. 22-23.  

The Brad Turk Orchestra will be entertain-
ing throughout the festival, starting on Friday, 
Feb. 22. The Lodge 603 Hall will open at 4 
p.m. and music will start soon after. Bring your 
appetite so you can enjoy the fine food served 
from our kitchen.

On Saturday, the Lodge hall will open at noon 

and the music will follow. Food will be again 
available from the kitchen. Lodge Manager 
Cindy Griswold will have your favorite libations 
available for purchase at the bar. 

Admission to the festival is $10 each day. 
We’re looking forward to seeing all of you once 
again – don't forget to wear your smiles!

On Feb. 9, Lodge members and friends 
will gather at the Lodge hall at 9 a.m. to make 
apple strudel and cabbage rolls for the festival. 
We hope our members will come out and help 
with this fun job. Ruth Benedict and Jeannette 

Humphrey will be leading the group. The foods 
will be frozen and baked on the festival days.

Our Lodge held business sessions on Dec. 4 
and Jan. 8. Officers elected to serve our Lodge 
in 2019 include President George Benedict, Vice 
President Jerry Hafner, Recording Secretary 
Rhonda Tesauro, Secretary Elaine Figueroa, 
Treasurer Connie Massey, and Sergeant-at-
Arms Cindy Griswold. Ruth Benedict, Jeannette 
Humphrey and John Tesauro will serve on the 

SEE LODGE 786 WINTER
ON PAGE 8

by JEAN KOCI
Lodge 786 Secretary/Treasurer

ORANGE COUNTY, Calif. — On Nov. 23, 
2018, the day after Thanksgiving, 17 eager bowl-
ers from Orange Coast Lodge 786 – ranging 
in age from 4 to teens, young adults, parents, 
grandparents and great-grandparents – joined 
together at Saddleback Lanes in Mission Viejo, 
Calif., for a few hours of bowling. It’s always 
such fun to watch the young ones get excited 
as the pins fall, cheering for one another and 

Lodge 786 members setting their 2019 schedule
making sure that everyone gets up to the correct 
lane for their turn. Evander, who was 6 at the 
time, kept me on my toes by saying, “Grandma 
Jean, it’s your turn!” Little Alenka was danc-
ing around between turns, while Isaiah was 
all business.

Everyone was hungry by 4:30 p.m. when we 
made our way over to California Pizza Kitchen 
for dinner. It’s just across the street from the 
bowling center, so they’re used to having our 
bunch there on this day every year.

On Dec. 2, 2018, Lodge 786 celebrated with 
member families and a few guests at one of the 
clubhouses in Laguna Woods, where several of 
our members reside. Sadly, a couple of regular 
families couldn’t make it because of the flu bug 
that was circulating in the area... ’tis the season! 
The Lodge provided delicious El Pollo Loco 
chicken, and everyone brought side dishes and 
desserts to complete the meal.

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The Miss SNPJ 
Pageant Booster Fund is currently accept-
ing donations. There are numerous costs 
associated with the pageant, and your 
donations, both large and small, are truly 
appreciated to help defray those costs. 
Please make checks payable to SNPJ, 
noting “Miss SNPJ Pageant” on the memo 
line, and mail your donation to Slovene 
National Benefit Society, Attn: Miss 
SNPJ Pageant Booster Fund, 247 West 
Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

Your pageant donations
support SNPJ tradition
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Lodge/Organization

Type of Event 
 
 

Site 
 
 

If a concert or dance, who is
performing? 
 
 

Date 

Time 

Who to contact 
 
 

Phone (        )

Complete and return to: 
PROSVETA

247 W. Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA  15126-9774

e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

• FEB. 15-17 ......SNPJ Winter Classic Bowling 
Tournament co-hosted by Sygan, Pa., 
Lodge 6 and Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138. 
Entertainment: Friday at Sygan Lodge 6, 
Outlaw Karaoke with DJ Dave McMurdy; 
Saturday at Strabane Lodge 138, Veseli 
Fantje with Darryl and Frank Valencic.

• FEB. 16-17 ......Fontana, Calif., Lodge 723  dance 
at the Fontana Slovene Hall; 1-5 p.m. 
each day. Music by Lynn Marie Hrovat 
and Eddie Rodick III with the Gruber 
Family Band. For additional information 
contact Frank Rote at (909) 987-8714.

• FEB. 22-23 ......Florida SNPJ Days hosted by 
Lodge 603, Samsula, Fla. Entertainment 
by the Brad Turk Orchestra from 4-8 
p.m. on Feb. 22, and starting at 1 p.m. 
on Feb. 23. Admission is $10 each day. 
For more information contact the Lodge 
603 Hall at (386) 428-3983.

• MARCH 2-3 ....Fontana, Calif., Lodge 723  dance 
at the Fontana Slovene Hall; 2-6 p.m. 
Music by Mollie B and Squeeze Box. 
For additional information contact Frank 
Rote at (909) 987-8714.

• MAY 4-5 ......SNPJ National Bowling Tourna-
ment at the SNPJ Recreation Center, 
Borough of SNPJ, Pa. For additional 
information contact Fraternal Director 
Kevin Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 
144 or e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

• MAY 5 .........Girard, Ohio, Lodge 643 dance at 
Rolling Mills Bar & Grill (formerly Kuz-
man’s Lounge), 1025 S. State St. Rt. 
422, Girard; 3-7 p.m. Music by the Frank 
Stanger Band. For more information 
contact Ray Kovac (330) 824-2154.

• MAY 25 .......CAL Don Gorjup Golf Open at 
Rolling Green Golf Club, Huntsburg, 
Ohio. For more information contact Rick 
Gorjup at (440) 354-5001.

• MAY 26 .......Brew & Bean Festival at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For additional information contact 
the SNPJ Recreation Center toll-free at 
1-877-767-5732.

• JUNE 14-16 ... SNPJ Young Adult Conference at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. For registration and event 
details contact Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144 or   
e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

• JULY 12-14 ..... The 38th Slovenefest and the 
63rd Miss SNPJ Pageant at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. For additional in-
formation phone the SNPJ Recreation 
Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732 or 
e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com. For pageant 
information, contact Fraternal Director 
Kevin Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 
144 or e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

Qualifications
Successful candidates should:

• be members of SNPJ for a period of 
 at least two years
• be members in good standing
• live within a 100-mile radius of the 
 SNPJ Recreation Center
• have an interest in the Slovenian
 language, history and culture
• enjoy working with people and 
 explaining the displays throughout the 

SNPJ Heritage Center
• present ideas for the improvement of 
 the SNPJ Heritage Center
• perform docent duties on a rotating 

schedule from April through October
• be available to attend 8 to 10
 meetings per year
• be able to attend approximately 8 work 

days per year, or more as needs require

Please forward names and 
qualifications by March 22, 2019, to:

Joseph C. Evanish
SNPJ National President
247 West Allegheny Road

Imperial, PA 15126
Fax: (724) 695-1555

e-mail: pcushman@snpj.com

Call for Candidates
SNPJ Heritage 

Center Committee
Notice is hereby given regarding the opening 
of nominations for candidates to the SNPJ 
Heritage Center Committee. The Heritage 
Center is located in the Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. Committee members will be selected by 
the SNPJ National Board at the March 29, 
2019, meeting and will serve a four-year term.

2019 PAGEANT OPENS
FROM PAGE 1 

with Slovenefest weekend.
The young woman who is crowned Miss 

SNPJ 2020 will win a $2,000 scholarship award, 
an official crown, and banner. Miss SNPJ will 
have the opportunity to travel to SNPJ activi-
ties across the country. The winner of the Miss 
Activity crown will receive a $1,200 scholarship 
award, and Miss Talent will receive an $800 
scholarship award. Participation in the pageant 
fulfills the activity requirement of the SNPJ 
Scholarship program.

All young ladies who enter the pageant 
before May 15 will receive a special early bird 
bonus of $50. In addition, all contestants who 
participate in the pageant will receive a $50 
participation award. The deadline to enter the 
pageant is June 12.

The Miss SNPJ Pageant Booster Fund is 
currently accepting donations. Any donation, 
large or small, will be appreciated and will be 
recognized in the Miss SNPJ Pageant program. 
Checks can be made payable to SNPJ, noting 
“Miss SNPJ Pageant” on the memo line, and 
mailed to Slovene National Benefit Society, 
Attn: Fraternal Director, 247 West Allegheny 
Rd., Imperial, PA 15126.

I’ll see you at a fraternal event soon...

Entries now being 
accepted for 2019
Miss SNPJ Pageant

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The 2019 SNPJ 
Winter Classic Bowling Tournament 
will be co-hosted by Sygan, Pa., 
Lodge 6 and Strabane, Pa., Lodge 
138 the weekend of Feb. 15-17. 

The men will bowl their doubles 
and singles events on Friday evening 
and Saturday at the Sygan Lodge 6 

Lanes, and the women will bowl 
their doubles and singles events on 
Saturday at the Strabane Lodge 138 
Lanes. 

On Sunday, the men will bowl 
their team competition at the Stra-
bane Lodge 138 Lanes, and the 
women will bowl their team com-
petition at the Sygan Lodge 6 Lanes.

With only eight miles separat-

ing these two active Lodges, we’re 
looking forward to a great bowling 
weekend full of fun and fraternal-
ism. All SNPJ bowlers are invited 
and encouraged to participate in this 
tournament. Food will be available 
at both Lodge halls throughout the 
weekend. A school bus will be run-
ning between the halls on Saturday 
from 6 p.m. until midnight. The 

bus is provided by the sponsoring 
Lodges. 

Be sure to come out on Friday 
evening to Sygan Lodge 6 for enter-
tainment provided by Outlaw Kara-
oke with DJ Dave McMurdy from 
8 p.m. until midnight. On Saturday, 
the fun continues at Strabane Lodge 
138 with entertainment performed 
by Veseli Fantje from 7 to 11 p.m.

Feb. brings Winter Classic Bowl to Strabane, Sygan Lodges

Members attending the Denver 
Lodge 218 quarterly meeting, 
held Aug. 18, 2018, included 
[from left] Auditor CAITLIN 

ZIMMERMANN, ANN TOMSIC, 
Auditor DON TOMSIC, Treasurer 
GREGG LEHNERZ, McKAILA 

ROSE CHAMBERLIN, Secretary 
JuLIE MILAVEC, Vice President 
JuLIE CHAMBERLIN, RONON 
CHAMBERLIN, Auditor DAVID 

CHAMBERLIN, BEAU TOMSIC, 
and President BONNIE LEHNERZ, 

who volunteered to take the photo.

Photo submitted by Sis. Julie Chamberlin (218).

Late Summer Gathering 
for Lodge 218 Members

by SHARON UJCICH (665)
Federation Secretary

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Srečno, zdravo Novo Leto! 
Happy New Year from the Slovene Federation of 
SNPJ Lodges of Western Pennsylvania.

The year is off to a great start for our group as 
we held the annual Federation meeting Sunday, 
Jan. 13, at the Imperial Hall, home of SNPJ Lodge 
106. Thanks to Lodge 106 for accommodating our 
meeting, and to all the delegates who traveled to 
represent their Lodges.

During the year, the committee has a goal to 
see many more affiliated Lodges represented at the 
quarterly meetings. It’s a nice way to get to know 
one another, exchange ideas, and gather for a little 
fraternal spirit. We’ll be posting the confirmed date 
for our second quarterly meeting in PROSVETA, 
as well as sending out meeting notices to all the 
Lodge secretaries of the affiliated Lodges. Watch 
for those mailings!

Leading the way in 2019 for the Slovene Fed-
eration are President Don Progar, Vice President 
Christine Petukauskas, Recording Secretary Judy 
Krivacek, Treasurer Ken Vogrig and Secretary 

Sharon Ujcich. 
The Comedy Night in November was a great 

success with lots of laughter, fun drawings, a 
brimming auction table, sweet surprises and 
good food. The auction table was exceptional, 
and the drawings organized were unique and 
added levity to the evening. Many thanks to our 
affiliated Lodges and businesses who supported 
the evening. Hats off as well to the Federation 
officers who were also very generous, ensuring 
a successful event.

All Federation-affiliated Lodges are encour-
aged to attend the meetings. These include Sygan 
Lodge 6, Ambridge Lodge 33, Midway Lodge 89, 
Imperial Lodge 106, Strabane Lodge 138, Verona 
Lodge 216, Lawrence Lodge 245, Southview Lodge 
265, East Pittsburgh Lodge 629, Pittsburgh Lodge 
665, Universal Lodge 715, Aliquippa Lodge 721, 
Glenshaw Lodge 782, Sewickley Lodge A01, Pitts-
burgh Lodge A02, Baden Lodge A18 and McKees 
Rocks Lodge FD4. Join us!

Until we meet again in these pages of PROSVETA 
or at a Federation meeting, stay healthy and warm 
these winter days.

Western Pa. Federation launches the 
year with January meeting, elections

by KAREN PINTAR
Lodge 6 President

SYGAN, Pa. — SNPJ Lodge 6 is 
looking for young adult members 
between the ages of 18-30 who 
might be interested in attending 
the weekend-long Young Adult 
Conference (YAC) hat our beauti-
ful SNPJ Recreation Center.

The weekend provides you 
with the opportunity to meet and 
network with SNPJ young adult 
members from across the country. 
All lodging is free and all meals 
are provided. In addition, you will 
be reimbursed for your mileage 
at 27 cents per mile.  

There are a variety of activities 
in which you will participate, as 
well as some meeting time during 
which you will get to share your 
ideas of how we can improve the 

SNPJ and make it more appeal-
ing to individuals in your age 
group. There will be a commu-
nity service project that will be 
announced in PROSVETA prior 
to the conference, and a number 
of group activities that will keep 
you engaged.

This weekend will definitely 
be worth the time you give up 
to attend. The YAC will be held 
June 14-16. The weekend opens 
with registration on Friday eve-
ning by 7 p.m., followed by an 
ice breaker so that you have the 
opportunity to meet everyone. 
A pizza party and bean bag 
competition are also scheduled. 
The Saturday agenda includes 
the meetings, meals and the 
community service project, fol-
lowed by a party at the pavilion 

in the evening with music and 
dancing. Delegates will meet 
again briefly on Sunday morn-
ing after breakfast, and you will 
have lunch before departing 
the SNPJ Recreation Center at 
around noon.

If you are interested in at-
tending the conference you must 
register before April 8 with our 
Lodge. The deadline for Lodge 
6 to submit our delegates is April 
30. You can register by contact-
ing Lodge Secretary Jim Curl at 
(412) 257-4007 or sending me 
an e-mail addressed to kpintar@
snpj.com.

Please don’t miss out on the 
opportunity to make some life-
long friendships and share your 
ideas for a better and stronger 
SNPJ!

Sygan Lodge 6 seeking YAC delegates
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DAVID C. ELY, CPIA 
SNPJ Sales Director

“Honeybee” is Slovenian 
word of the year in 2018
LJUBLJANA (STA) — The Slovenian 
word of the year for 2018 is “čebela” 
(honeybee), representatives from the 
Research Center of the Slovenian 
Academy of Sciences and Arts (ZRC 
SAZU) announced in mid-January. 
More than 2,000 votes – which set a 
new record – were collected in the third 
annual campaign to select the word that 
left the biggest mark on the past year.

“Honeybee” was followed by “micro-
plastic” and “a cup of coffee,” and the 
shortlist also included “woman gen-
eral,” “Orbanisation,” “graphic novel,” 
“hatred,” “texting,” “tactile book,” and 
“guard.”

According to Simon Atelšek, a re-
searcher at the Fran Ramovs Institute 
for the Slovenian Language and one 
of the authors of the Beekeepers’ Ter-
minological Dictionary, the Slovenian 
terminology in beekeeping has very few 
loanwords. “This is because Slovenians 
have always been very advanced in this 
field: Anton Jansa was appointed the 
head of the first royal beekeeping school 
by Habsburg Empress Maria Theresa 
in the 18th century, so we have been 
exporting our know-how rather than 
importing it, like in law, military, etc.”

Another interesting fact is that “we 
had as many as four individual beekeep-
ers’ manuals by the mid-19th century, 
which is extraordinary compared to any 
other related field,” Atelšek said.

Slovenian terms used in beekeeping 
reflect the great respect Slovenians feel 
toward honeybees, he said. While there 
are two different terms for the death of 
animals and humans in Slovenian, the 
term for bees is the same as for humans. 
In addition, the term for a queen bee 
is derived from the word “mother” in 
Slovenian.

This year, more than 2,000 people 
cast their vote for the word of the year 
in an online poll published on the 
ZRC and MMC websites, along with 
the partners’ accounts on Facebook 
and Twitter. That figure is twice the 
number of voters participating in last 
year’s poll, according to ZRC SAZU 
representatives.

Word of the year proposals are col-
lected throughout the year, and then 
a jury of experts compiles a shortlist 
of 10 words which are put forward to 
a vote. In 2016 the word of the year 
was “refugee,” and in 2017 “European 
champions.”

2018 among warmest 
years for Slovenia
LJUBLJANA (STA) — The year 
2018 will likely be the second or third 
warmest on record, the Slovenian En-
vironmental Agency tweeted in late 
December. According to preliminary 
data, only 2014 was slightly warmer 
since the start of record keeping in 1961.

The average daily temperature 
measured in Ljubljana over the course 
of the past year was 12.5 degrees 
centigrade (54.5 degrees Fahrenheit), 
1.6 degrees higher than average. April 
was unseasonably warm in 2018, with 
temperatures climbing into the lower 
30s (mid-80s Fahrenheit) on some af-
ternoons. Autumn was also warmer 
than usual.

As for the winter holiday weather, 
most of Slovenia hasn’t had a white 
Christmas for years. The last time there 
was snow throughout the country for 
Christmas was 11 years ago. The last 
time Slovenia had a thick blanket of snow 
during the holiday season was in 1994.

New construction at 
Ljubljana airport in 2019
BRNIk (STA) — For Ljubljana’s Jože 
Pučnik Airport, 2019 will be a landmark 
year as construction of a new passenger 
terminal is slated to begin. The airport 
operator is currently in the midst of 
selecting a contractor and the terminal 
is expected to enter service in 2021.

A new terminal has been in works 
for well over a decade, but the plan 
was derailed by the economic and 
financial crisis which led to a collapse 
in passenger numbers. Now that airport 
traffic is growing briskly again, airport 
management company Fraport Slovenija 
has decided to re-launch the project.

Fraport Slovenija director Zmago 
Skobir told the press that the new ter-
minal would be connected to the exist-
ing terminal, which was built in 1973 

and expanded in 2007, but it will be a 
separate unit. At 10,000 square meters 
(107,600 square feet), the terminal will 
house departures and security check 
facilities, which are currently cramped 
in a space that cannot be expanded. Ad-
ditional retail and restaurant facilities 
are planned as well.

“All this will provide better service, 
even as passenger numbers continue to 
grow, and it will eliminate the current 
bottleneck in departures,” Skobir said.

The airport registered 1.68 million 
passengers in 2017; that figure is ex-
pected to climb to 1.82 million in 2019, 
according to Skobir. “We strongly feel 
this surge in passenger traffic on a daily 
basis... new infrastructure is needed,” 
he said.

The company is currently selecting 
a contractor, six having submitted bids 
by the end of November 2018 deadline. 
Discussions with three bidders are ongo-
ing. Construction is estimated at EUR 
16.2 million ($18.7 million), with the 
total price tag of the project at roughly 
EUR 20 million ($23 million).

“If there are no complications due to 
appeals or new information that would 
require the reworking of the entire plan, 
all procedures should be completed by 
the end of spring,” Skobir said.

The terminal would enter service 
before the 2021 summer season, just 
before Slovenia again assumes the 
rotating presidency of the EU.

No more free plastic 
bags in Slovenian stores
LJUBLJANA (STA) — As of Jan. 1, 
shoppers will no longer be able to get 
plastic bags free of charge in stores 
across Slovenia. However, free light-
weight plastic bags will still be offered at 
fresh produce aisles. These restrictions 
are part of an EU-wide effort to reduce 
the use of lightweight plastic bags to 90 
per person per year by the end of 2019, 
and to 40 per person by the end of 2025.

Shoppers will still be able to purchase 
plastic bags at registers; however, retail-
ers are not permitted to set the retail 
price for these bags lower than their 
wholesale price.

Many Slovenian retailers no longer 
supply plastic bags free of charge. 
Shoppers may still receive lightweight 
plastic bags from the cashier, without 
having to ask, when purchasing frozen 
items or cleaning supplies.

However, shortly after being appoint-
ed in September, Slovenia Environment 
Minister Jure Leben announced that 
Slovenia would soon impose a general 
plastic bag ban. Leben recently sent 
out meeting invitations to retail chains 
to discuss his new plan, under which 
plastic bags would no longer be avail-
able at cash registers.

Restoration planned 
for Rihemberk Castle
NOVA GORICA (STA) — Rihem-
berk Castle, a monument of national 
importance in western Slo venia, is 
scheduled to be renovated with the help 
of the Restaura Project, which aims 
at encouraging private investment in 
public historical cities and buildings 
in Central Europe.

The castle opened to the public in 
June 2017 and was visited by some 8,400 
people over some 100 days before being 
closed again. The Nova Gorica munici-
pality would like to turn it into a tourist 
site accessible to a broad audience, and a 
soft-of development center for the area. 
Nataša Kolenc, the municipality’s Res-
taura Project manager, told the press that 
the castle should also present its story 
in an innovative and creative manner.

When the municipality became the 
owner of the castle in 2014, renovation 
costs were estimated at EUR 8 to 10 
million ($9 to $11.4 million). Since the 
municipality did not have the money 
required, nor was it possible to obtain 
funds from the EU 2014-2020 budget, 
an opportunity opened up with Restaura, 
she said.

Neva Makuc, a representative from 
the Milko Kos History Institute, ex-
plained that several Central European 
countries were faced with a lack of 
public funding to renovate cultural 
heritage sites.

The Restaura Project, which started 

in 2016 and is slated to end in May 2019, 
encourages private investment in public 
historical buildings through public-
private partnerships. With a budget of 
around EUR 2.1 million ($2.4 million), 
the project is part of the Central Europe 
2014-2020 program and is co-funded 
by the European Regional Develop-
ment Fund. However, Restaura does not 
provide funds for direct investment; it 
only facilitates funding secured from 
other sources.

As part of Restaura, Nova Gorica has 
some EUR 205,000 ($233,000) at its 
disposal for three years, of which some 
EUR 31,000 ($35,000) comes from the 
municipal budget.

To date, all relevant documents 
for Rihemberk have been collected 
and studied, and ideas discussed with 
stake holders from the village of Branik, 
where the castle is situated. Technical 
plans and documents required for a 
public-private partnership are also in 
the works, and an option to host start-
ups will also be investigated.

The castle is currently designated a 
“secured construction site” since resto-
ration work launched during the pe riod 
from the 1960s through the 1980s hasn’t 
yet been completed.

Slovenians prefer 
domestic online retailers
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Slovenians 
give priority to local websites when 
shopping online, according to the results 
of a December study conducted on the 
Slovenian online market. According to 
Darko Dujič, the director of the Ceneje 
online website, buyers want a handy, 
simple and trustworthy experience when 
shopping online.

According to the survey, conducted 
by Shopper’s Mind Slovenija and 
pollster Valicon, 44 percent of online 
purchases in Slovenia are made through 
the five biggest online retailers in the 
country. Only 12 percent of the pur-
chases made by Slovenians have been 
conducted through global players such 
as Amazon, ebay or Aliex press. In ad-
dition, only 18 percent of Slovenians 
make purchases in online stores based 
outside of Slovenia.

Roughly six percent of Slovenian 
buyers access online stores through 
apps. “In Slovenia, the Chinese retailer 
Aliexpress is the most aggressive in this 
field. According to data from 2017, al-
most 25 percent of purchases made [with 
Aliexpress] were completed through the 
app,” Dujič said.

According to him, “online trade is 
one of the most demanding but dynamic 
and growing [retail] segments.”

Archaeologists score a
rare find in Bela Krajina
Črnomelj (STA) — Archaeologists 
performing a protective excavation in 
Bela Krajina without any major expecta-
tions were most surprised when they hit 
upon an extremely rare find: a bronze 
belt bearing a golden coin from the third 
century B.C.

According to expert Peter Kos, the 
coin found at the Pezdirčeva Njiva site 
is a Celtic imitation of an Alexander 
the Great stater (an ancient Greek coin) 
featuring images of the goddesses Nike 
and Athena.

“A golden coin, as such, is a rare find 
in Slovenia. As far as I know, this is the 
third gold coin found at Slove nian sites 
and, as it seems, the oldest,” said Lučija 
Grahek from the Archaeology Institute 
of the Academy of Sciences and Arts 
as she addressed the press.

The find is even more valuable be-
cause coins usually turn up in searches 
with metal detectors or through search es 
of riverbeds; however, this coin provides 
archaeologists with much more data. It 
was found in “a closed grave, its position 
on the belt is clear, and even more, some 
organic material has been preserved 
on the belt,” potentially making it pos-
sible to carbon-date the find. “This will 
further increase [the find’s] value and 
contribute to the progress of Slovenian 
and European science,” Grahek added.

Archaeologists found the coin and 
the belt in a series of 15 graves exca-
vated at Pezdirčeva Njiva in Podzemelj. 
Most of the graves date from the fourth 
century B.C., but other relics, such as 
ceramics and iron weapons, indi cate 
that some of the graves date from the 
third century B.C.
The articles comprising this feature have 
been reprinted with permission from the 
Slovenian Press Agency (STA).

L ife insurance is a cornerstone of personal household 
finances. Yet despite its nearly universal applicability, 
there remains a great deal of confusion, and even 

skepticism, regarding life insurance. Why is this?
Perhaps it’s due to our preference for avoiding the topic 

of our own demise. Another reason could be the perceived 
complexity of life insurance products in general. Or maybe it’s 
the posture of those who sell it. Whatever the case may be, I 
believe that, armed with the proper information, our members 
can simplify the decision-making process and arrive at the 
right choice for them and their family.

To help, here are six things you absolutely need to know 
about life insurance:

1. If anyone relies on you financially, you need life insurance. 
Most people would agree that if you are married or the parent 
of dependent children, you need life insurance. However, you 
may also need coverage if you are someone’s ex-spouse, a 
child of dependent parents, the sibling of a dependent adult, 
an employee, an employer, or a business partner. 

2. Life insurance does more than apply a monetary value 
to a person’s life. In fact, life insurance proceeds actually 
compensate for the inevitable financial consequences that 
accompany the loss of life. It helps cover the costs of final 
expenses, outstanding debts, educational expenses and lost 
income. Most importantly, life insurance can lessen financial 
burdens while surviving family members deal with the loss of a 
loved one. Many times, it’s this peace of mind that resonates 
most with a policy owner.

3. There are two basic types of life insurance – term and 
permanent. Term is the simplest, least expensive and the 
easiest to understand. With term life insurance, the policy 
premium is based on the probability that the insured will die 
within a stated period of time, typically 10, 20 or 30 years. 
These premiums are guaranteed for the length of the term, 
after which the policy expires. This means that you may pay 
premiums for decades and “get nothing out of it,” but that 
means you’re winning at the game of life! 

Like term, permanent (or Whole Life) also uses death 
probability calculations based on age and other factors such 
as health. But unlike term, it also includes a cash savings 
component. Referred to as “cash value,” this is designed to 
help a policy exist until the death of the insured. Most people 
require a combination of the two types of life insurance: term 
to cover temporary needs, like a mortgage or education ex-
penses, and Whole Life for permanent needs, such as income 
replacement and final expenses.

4. There are four important entities in a life insurance 
policy: insurer, owner, insured and beneficiary. The insurer 
is the insurance company (SNPJ). The insurer is responsible 
for paying out claims at the event of a death. The owner is 
responsible for making the premium payments to the insurer, 
and the insured is the person upon whose life the policy is 
based. The beneficiary is the person, trust or other entity due 
to receive the life insurance claim (or death benefit) in the 
case of the insured’s death.

5. Premiums are flexible and surprisingly affordable. Most 
people are surprised when they see the relatively low premi-
ums. For example, a healthy, non-smoking, 35-year-old male 
would pay less than $50 per month for a 10-year term policy 
with a $500,000 death benefit! Premiums can be paid monthly, 
quarterly, semiannually or annually. Whole Life premiums 
can be made all at once (our Single Premium plan) or over 
a 10-year, 20-year or whole life period.

6. Let us guide you! There are many online tools that 
can give you an idea of how much coverage you need, but I 
recommend contacting the Home Office so we can walk you 
through the application and underwriting process, or put you in 
contact with one of our agents for an even more personalized 
touch. Underwriting, by the way, is the process through which 
we, the insurance company, classify how much of a risk you 
are based on current health, past health and other factors.

Nobody likes to talk about death, but having these dis-
cussions and making these decisions can give you peace of 
mind as you lay down to sleep, confident in the knowledge 
that if you don’t wake up, your loved ones are taken care of.

understanding
life insurance
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PROSVETA Crossword
Valentine’s Day (#0219) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. Nerds
6. *Dad’s Valentine
9. *Seal with a kiss and do this
13. Marconi’s wireless telegraphy
14. Nightcap rocks
15. Relish tastebuds’ sensation
16. Fervor
17. “Le ____ des cygnes”
18. Togetherness
19. *Botanical Valentine’s 
 Day gift, pl.
21. *Romantic taper
23. *Princess Jasmine’s 
 love interest
24. Per person
25. Rub-a-dub-____
28. Distressed cry
30. Asphalt alternative
35. Native-American 
 storytelling tradition
37. Sound of impact
39. Royal headgear
40. Morally reprehensible
41. Type of rug
43. Tennis serving whiz
44. Painter’s support
46. Dust allergy trigger
47. It “was made for you and me”
48. *He played Lara 
 Antipova’s lover, 1965
50. Swerve
52. Is, no longer

53. Fireplace part
55. Corn unit
57. *St. Valentine, e.g.
60. *Author of earliest 
 Valentine’s Day reference
64. Chinese silk plant
65. Fluffy accessory
67. Window treatment
68. Change the Constitution
69. Annoying pop-ups
70. Implant
71. It can turn pumpkin 
 into carriage
72. Fishing mesh
73. Relieves

DOWN
1. Steffi of tennis
2. “Me and ____ and 
 the Dying Girl”
3. Cocoyam
4. Native of American 
 Great Plains
5. Very much
6. 0.001 inches, pl.
7. Mozart’s “L’____ del Cairo”
8. Hajj destination
9. Head-hiding place
10. Bad to the bone
11. Post-it slip
12. Like some martinis
15. Broad-brimmed beachwear
20. Watts events, 1965

22. Make a scene
24. Hard to pin down
25. *Avian symbol of love, pl.
26. “Umble” Heep
27. Crafter’s wood
29. Impulse
31. Iranian coin
32. Cockatoo’s cousin
33. Rome’s Colosseum
34. *Paper greetings
36. Suggestive look
38. *Valentine’s Day Get-together
42. Medicinal worm
45. Up in the air
49. Tsetse, e.g.
51. Traveling entertainer’s
 helper
54. Opposite of rural
56. Aung San Suu Kyi’s home
57. Vicki Lawrence’s 
 Thelma Harper
58. Echoed by the flock
59. Source of zest
60. Those in a play
61. Uber competitors
62. “The Three Musketeers”
 dueling sword
63. Bolsheviks
64. Like sashimi
66. Schiller’s “____ to Joy”

The solution to puzzle #0219 will 
run in the March 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media

Badger Jabber
by BOB SMOLE

Lodge 584

MILWAUkEE — Hopefully you 
have all welcomed 2019 in a memo-
rable and traditional fashion. Since 
2018 is history, we look forward to 
2019 for all good things in everyone’s 
future. Health, happiness and good 
fortune is my wish for all of you!

I would like to reflect on our end-
of-the-year, annual Badger Lodge 584 
Christmas party that was held Dec. 
13, 2018. The festivities began with 
an early potluck dinner consisting 
of a large array of foods that was fit 
for a king (or queen). Donated items 
brought by our loyal and party-minded 
members included meatballs, mini-
sausages, cheeses, crackers, fresh fruit 
(and some in a fruit fluff), veggies with 
dip, chips and dip, potica, cookies, 
wine, water, soda and coffee – enough 
for everyone to make several refill 
trips throughout the evening.  

The regular business meeting 
started at 7 p.m. with President Tim 
Donovan rapping the gavel. The meet-
ing found 12 members, three guests, 
five youth/young adult members, 

and five officers in attendance. Bro. 
Donovan held a moment of silence 
in memory of deceased members, 
Brothers Bob Alpner and Terrance 
Rozman. 

The several guests in attendance 
were recognized: Barb King, Dave 
Bevsek and Sue Lesar. Sis. Judy Price 
was also in attendance. Sis. Price has 
been dealing with some serious health 
issues, and indicated that they were 
under control and that she was doing 
much better.  It was a welcome sight, 
having her in attendance and seeing 
her recuperating. 

A motion for the 2019 meeting lo-
cation, time and dates was addressed, 
as were the officers’ salaries, and all 
were approved. Election of 2019 of-
ficers resulted in the following: Presi-
dent Tim Donovan, Vice President 
Don Lesar, Secretary/Treasurer Jeff 
Mlaker, Recording Secretary Mary 
Donovan, and Sergeant-at-Arms Bob 
Smole. The auditors for 2019 are  Rudy 
Papa, Bob Smole and Brian Donovan.  

Sis. Mary Donovan gave an update 
on the Tony Verbick Memorial Frater-
nal Bowling Tournament, rolled Jan. 
19 at Lucky Lanes. I hope you were 
able to take part in this event.

Birthdays acknowledged for the 
month included Sis. Jane Lynch and 

her son Andrew, Sis. Mary Donovan, 
and Bro. Tim Donovan. Sis. Michele 
Melton was the lucky attendance 
award winner.

The meeting was adjourned and the 
party continued with the gift exchange 
and additional trips to the buffet. The 
Badger Lodge donated two gift cer-
tificates as Christmas presents which 
were won by Sis. Michele Melton and 
Bro. Tim Donovan.  

All in all, this was a very nice party, 
creating some holiday spirit that was 
intended to take place during this time 
of year. We all enjoyed the selection 
of food and gifts that were shared 
and received by those members who 
participated in the exchange.

Our meeting attendance included 
some of our young adult members, 
whom we are glad to see, as well as 
some youth members. The future 
of the SNPJ and Badger Lodge 584 
depends on our younger generation to 
follow in our footsteps and carry out 
our Slovenian heritage. Maintaining 
the history of the SNPJ and its local 
and national activities is the main 
function that should be focused on, 
not to mention fraternalism. Sorry for 
those of you who missed the meeting.

I had the privilege to meet up 
with Bro. Grant Kozera (584) at the 

Fun-O-Leer annual Christmas party. 
Bro. Kozera and Brewhaus Polka 
Kings were entertaining the crowd 
with their wonderful Christmas and 
polka music. 

Bro. Kozera informed me that there 
is a recently released children’s book, 
“Lulu & Rocky in Milwaukee,” writ-
ten by Barbara Joose and illustrated 
by Renee Graef, that features a seg-
ment on the traditional fish fry at the 
Lakefront Brewery in Milwaukee. 
Bro. Grant and the Brewhaus Polka 
Kings are the featured band supplying 
the music every Friday at this estab-
lishment. As a result, Bro. Kozera 
(the bear) and his drummer, Steve 
Brunton (the turtle), are included as 
part of the story. This may be a good 
book to pick up for the children to 
expose them to Milwaukee traditions 
and places of interest, which are also 
addressed in the book.

I would like to thank all the won-
derful readers and many friends who 
send donations to me each year for the 
Wisconsin Breast Cancer Showhouse 
(WBCS), an all-volunteer, 501(c)(3) 
charitable organization that supports 
breast and prostate cancer research at 
the Medical College of Wisconsin.  

This past year marked the 22nd 
year of investing in breast and prostate 

cancer research. WBCS contributed 
$6.8 million, cumulative, to the Medi-
cal College of Wisconsin (MCW); 
funds that remain in the community.  

Many loyal individuals have con-
tinued to support the Smole family 
efforts to raise funds for WBCS in 
memory of our daughter, Donna 
Smole, who passed away at the age 
of 37 from breast cancer. I am very 
appreciative for the many years of 
support from these loyal contributors, 
too many to mention here, but you 
will, or should, receive a thank you 
letter from WBCS. Hopefully, the 
cure for breast and prostate cancer 
will be found very soon, thanks to 
your donations.

The next Badger Lodge 584 meet-
ing is scheduled Thursday, Feb. 14, 
at the Mary Queen of Heaven gym, 
2360 S. 106th St. in West Allis, Wis., 
starting at 7 p.m. Please keep in mind 
that during the winter months the 
possibility of inclement weather may 
effect the scheduled meetings. If bad 
weather is forecast, please contact Sis. 
Mary Donovan at (414) 405-0532 for 
possible last-minute meeting cancel-
lations. Badger Lodge officers will 
make every effort to contact and 
notify regular meeting attendees of 
any cancellations.

by EVELYN DIMPFL
Lodge 749 Secretary

JOHNSTOWN, Pa. — Just as 
predicted, Christmas and New 
Year’s quickly came and went, 
and now here we are beginning 
the 2019 year. 

Lodge 749 members held 
their annual meeting Dec. 20, 
2018. After all business was 
concluded, our election of of-
ficers was held. Once again, all 
officers were retained. Serv-
ing Lodge 749 are President 
Joseph Vasilko (since 1963), 
Vice President James Vasilko, 
Secretary Evelyn Dimpfl, Trea-
surer Judith Edsall, Recording 
Secretary Evelyn Dimpfl (since 
1963), and auditors Julie Wag-
ner and Beatrice Edwards.

Our Lodge made monetary 
donations in 2018 to the Salva-
tion Army, Saturday’s Kitchen, 
the SNPJ Young Adult Con-
ference community service 
project and the Slavic Fest.

Slavic Fest, a one-day cel-
ebration of the different ethnic 
groups and organizations in the 
Johnstown area, was held Sept. 
22, 2018. Slovenia was repre-
sented by the SNPJ Heritage 
Center, which offered various 
Slovenian articles for sale as 
well as a display of Slovenian 
artifacts. Two representatives 
from the Heritage Center, Ed 
Robich and Kathy Kalenits, set 
up the display and were well-
versed with the treasures that 
Slovenia has to offer. I think 
that they were very pleased 
with the interest shown in 
Slovenia and the SNPJ.

I helped with the booth, 
along with Joe and Joanne 
Vasilko. It was wonderful how 
many people approached us, 
including many SNPJ mem-
bers from the area. Lodge 749 
member Julie Wagner was in 
charge of getting vendors who 
had interesting ethnic items to 

display and sell, and she did 
a great job. It was a long day, 
but it was filled with great 
entertainment, good food and 
wonderful people. Hopefully 
we can do it again this year.

While many good things 
happened in 2018, I regret to 
report the deaths of Sis. Dolo-
res A. Loushe and Bro. Ronald 
Birkhimer. 

Dolores passed away Sept. 
23, 2018. She was preceded in 
death by her stepfather, Wil-
liam Sulima; a brother, Joseph 
Shugats; and a niece, Susan 
Shugats. She is survived by 
a brother, William J. (Debo-
rah) Sulima; two nieces; four 
nephews; and her best friend, 
George Nitka. Dolores would 
call me occasionally regard-
ing her insurance, and we had 
many nice conversations over 
the years. My deepest sympa-
thies are extended to her family.

Bro. Ron Birkhimer was not 

only an SNPJ member, but a 
neighbor and good friend. He 
is survived by his wife, Mary 
Louise; a daughter, Karen Slen-
ska; and four grandchildren, 
Hannah and Tara Slenska, 
and Nick and Jack Birkhimer. 
Sadly, Ron and his wife lost 
two sons, Paul and Karl, and 
he mourned them greatly. 

The Birkhimers were one 
of seven families in our group 
who enjoyed many Family 
Weeks at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center. In more recent years, 
Ron and “Louise” were one of 
the seven couples who joined us 
for Senior Week. We sure did 
have a lot of fun, and now we 
have those memories to cher-
ish. My deepest condolences 
go out to his family.

If any members of Lodge 
749 have questions about or 
interest in any SNPJ products, 
please give me a call and I will 
do my best to help.

Lodge 749 helps Slovenia shine at Slavic Fest

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The  SNPJ 
Young Adult Conference (YAC) 
will be held June 14-16 at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. This conference 
is a weekend-long program designed 
for 18- to 30-year-old SNPJ members 
to learn about membership benefits 
and to voice their ideas, opinions and 
concerns regarding the Society.

YAC delegates are elected by their 
Lodges; those interested in attending 
the conference should contact their 
Lodge secretary. The Society will pay 

for delegate transportation, lodging 
and meals throughout the weekend. 
The 2019 conference will be a meet-
ing format, and a community service 
project will also be included. The 
chairperson for this year’s conference 
is Meredith Maresh (449).

The delegate count for the YAC 
was changed to match that of the 
delegate count for the National Con-
vention, with the exception that every 
Lodge will have at least one delegate, 
even those with 75 or fewer members. 

Delegates and surrogates will be 
counted in total by region, and all 

delegates, both regular and surrogates, 
will receive room and board. However, 
surrogates will receive one-half of the 
travel costs paid unless they bring 
another surrogate and/or delegate with 
them in the vehicle. The Society will 
not pay for rental vehicles for delegates 
driving to the conference.

The cost of airfare reimbursed to 
surrogates will be also be one-half 
of the ticket price. Lodges and Fed-
erations will have the opportunity to 
contribute to the cost.

Lodge secretaries received the 
YAC delegate election forms in 

their December mailing. There are 
some important deadline dates that I 
would like to point out to our Lodge 
secretaries and anybody interested in 
attending this conference.

Lodges must turn in their Young 
Adult Delegate Election Forms by 
April 30. Anybody interested in at-
tending the conference must contact 
their Lodge secretary to make sure 
that their name is on that form. Be 
sure to include your e-mail address; 
correspondence about the conference 
will be handled electronically as much 
as possible.

Once the election forms are 
received by the Fraternal Depart-
ment, all delegates will receive an 
introductory packet via e-mail. This 
packet will include a general informa-
tion sheet, a tentative agenda for the 
weekend, and a Young Adult Delegate 
Registration Form. This form must 
be completed by the delegate and 
returned to the Fraternal Department 
no later than May 16. This completes 
the registration process. All delegates 
must turn in a form by the deadline 
date, or they may be replaced by al-
ternate or surrogate delegates.

Young adults: contact your Lodge secretary to participate in 2019 YAC

SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
Your loyalty with SNPJ is now being rewarded! 

Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
and open your new SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

* No fees attached to either Loyalty Annuity
* Rates not guaranteed after the first year

* 2.0% guaranteed minimum
* IRAs/Roth IRA /non-qualified eligible

4.25% Loyalty 8 Annuity
8-year surrender period

4.25% first-year guarantee rate 
for conversions of existing 

SNPJ annuities
4.0% first-year guarantee rate

for new money
3.25% in years two through eight

3.0% in year nine and after

3.75% Loyalty 5 Annuity
5-year surrender period

3.75% first-year guarantee rate 
for conversions of existing 

SNPJ annuities
3.5% first-year guarantee rate

for new money
3.0% in year two and after

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org
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The teleconference meeting was called to order 
at 2 p.m. by Chairman Clifford with Brothers 
Anderson, Hervol, Evanish and Lawrence in 
attendance.
A motion was made by Bro. Hervol, second 
by Bro. Anderson, to approve the minutes of 
the May 10, 2018, meeting. Motion approved.
A motion was made by Bro. Anderson, second 
by Bro. Hervol, to approve the secretary’s (Na-
tional Treasurer’s) report of bond purchases 
and disposals for the second quarter of 2018. 
Motion approved.
Reviewed the portfolio and transactions for 
the period.

Joined by phone conference at 2:15 p.m. with 
Wellington Management Company representa-
tives Courtney Madden, Liz Kleinerman and 
Abigail Clare.
Discussion and questions on capital markets 
review by Liz Kleinerman.
The committee reviewed portfolio performance, 
outlook and strategy, and compliance issues.
The committee thanked the Wellington repre-
sentatives for the presentation and ended the 
phone conference at 2:55 p.m.
Motion made by Bro. Hervol, second by Bro. 
Anderson, to approve the committee’s report 
to the National Board. Motion approved.

Motion made by Bro. Hervol, second by Bro. 
Anderson, to approve the committee’s Conven-
tion report. Motion approved.
Discussion on Great Plains Energy security.  
Motion by Bro. Hervol, second by Bro. Ander-
son, to waive the restriction and continue to 
hold this security. Motion approved.
The next meeting will be held Nov. 1, 2018, 
at 2 p.m.
Motion to adjourn at 3:10 p.m. by Bro. Ander-
son, second by Bro. Hervol. Motion approved.

Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting
held July 26, 2018, at the SNPJ Home Office, Imperial, Pa.

Report of the Secretary for the period April 1 through June 30, 2018
Purchases:
Trade Date Security Description Coupon Yield Par Value Cost Maturity Date Rating
05/31/2018 BB&T Corporation 3.700%  3.730%  $645,000  $643,697  06/05/2025 A-
06/07/2018 Fifth Third Bancorp 3.950%  4.110%   425,000  419,424  03/14/2028 BBB+
06/07/2018 KeyCorp 4.100%  4.220%   425,000  420,963  04/30/2028 BBB+
05/07/2018 Mid-America Apart LP 4.200%  4.270%   455,000  452,284  06/15/2028 BBB+
05/22/2018 MMAF 2018-A A5 3.610%  3.640%   155,000  154,972  03/10/2042 AAA
05/01/2018 PSNH 2018-1 A3 3.814%  4.060%   126,000  125,997  02/01/2035 AAA
05/07/2018 Penske Truck Leasing 3.900%  3.940%   650,000  648,674  02/01/2024 BBB
05/30/2018 Southern CA Edison 4.125%  4.320%   80,000  77,463  03/01/2048 A

Sales or Full Calls:
Disposal Date Security Description Coupon Yield Par Value Consideration Maturity Date Gain/Loss
05/01/2018 Connecticut Light & Power 5.650%  5.682%  $500,000  $500,000  05/01/2018 $0 
Various CVS Drug 8.353%  8.353%   3,309  3,309  07/10/2031 0 
04/03/2018 John Deere Cap 5.350%  5.390%   220,000  220,000  04/03/2018 0 
04/27/2018 Medtronic Inc 4.450%  4.400%   665,000  687,404  03/15/2020 22,499 
06/01/2018 Nucor Corp 5.850%  4.446%   500,000  500,000  06/01/2018 0 
04/13/2018 Rogers Communications 6.800%  6.778%   300,000  304,623  08/15/2018 4,601 
05/21/2018 Southern Power Co 5.150%  4.589%   150,000  153,860  09/15/2041 (8,120)
Various Transocean Inc 7.450%  6.451%  125,000  119,991  04/15/2027 (13,362)
05/15/2018 Union Pac Res Group 7.050%  5.155%  500,000  500,000  05/15/2018 0 

ROBERT J. LAWRENCE
Secretary, Finance Committee

ROGER C. CLIFFORD
Chairman

ROBERT J. LAWRENCE
Secretary

2018 SNPJ Family Twosome
Bowling Tournament Results

BANTAMS DIVISION (age 8 & under)
Mother-Son Class Lodge/Circle Score
Brandi & Jay Carter 6/C-36 450*
Jess Nakoneczny & Joseph Mounts 138/C-19 768**
Father-Son Class
Jesse & Jack McNurlen 138/C-19 461*
Grandfather-Grandson Class
John Wagner & Joseph Mounts 138/C-19 522*
Ken & James Anderson 677 769**
Grandmother-Grandson Class
Amy Mavrich & James Green 138/C-19 283**
Mother-Daughter Class
Rachel & Makenna Baselj 6/C-36 409*
Carissa & Anna Boyer 138/C-19 754**
Father-Daughter Class
Matt & Avery Doyle 564 426*
Grandfather-Granddaughter Class
Gerald Francis & Jocelyn Brown 686 434*
John & Makenna Baselj 6/C-36 761**
Grandmother-Granddaughter Class
Mary Alyce Francis & Jocelyn Brown 686 499*
Tamme & Ainsley Vehar 138/C-19 762**

(Bantam bowlers rolled a two-game series. In the event that scores 
for three games were submitted, the lowest combined score was deleted.)

PREPS DIVISION (ages 9-11)
Mother-Son Class Lodge/Circle Score
Cathy & Joey Volpe 564 661*
Brandi & Tyler Carter 6/C-36 1,174**
Father-Son Class
Tony & Joey Volpe 564 777*
Grandfather-Grandson Class
Ermando & Joey Volpe 564 615*
Grandmother-Grandson Class
Maria Binotto & Payton Wagner 138/C-19 685*
Mother-Daughter Class
Carissa & Chloe Boyer 138/C-19 599*
Father-Daughter Class
Chris Cadez & Christa Rutledge 138/C-19 841*
Grandfather-Granddaughter Class
John Wagner & Blissany Mounts 138/C-19 722*

JuNIORS DIVISION (ages 12-14)
Father-Son Class Lodge/Circle Score
Steve & Jack Anderson 677 775*
Grandfather-Grandson Class
Ken & Jack Anderson 677 686*
Mother-Daughter Class
Melissa Stonich-Holden & Anna Mack 138/C-19 549*
Father-Daughter Class
Bob & Erin Lawrence 138/C-19 1,028*
Grandfather-Granddaughter Class
Gerald Francis & Madalaine Brown 686 729*
Grandmother-Granddaughter Class
Mary Alyce Francis & Madalaine Brown 686 793*

MAJORS DIVISION (ages 15-18)
Mother-Son Class Lodge/Circle Score
Beth & Gabe Bucciarelli 564/C-29 770*
Ana & Jacob Fajnor 786 1,145**
Father-Son Class
Bob & Robert Lawrence 138/C-19 1,282*
Jeff & Tyler Mouthey 584 1,324**
Grandfather-Grandson Class
Ken & Erik Anderson 677 823*
Ermando & Anthony Volpe 564 1,137**

*Indicates Actual Champion
**Indicates Handicap Champion

SNPJ Scholarship Fund Donations
for the months of September-December 2018
S.I.D. Vihar Society, Krayn, Pa. .................... $250
Randall W. (138) & Cheryl A. Casciola ......... $250
SNPJ Lodge 559, Chicago ............................$175
 In memory of deceased members in 2018:
 Blance Zavertnik, Caroline J. Liolios, Norman J.
 Nemanich, Frank Yencich, Rosemary Sero,
 Willam E. Arbanas & Lillian Camasta
Gary Cadez, Bend, Ore. ................................$150
 In memory of Mary L. Cadez
SNPJ Lodge 53, Cleveland .......................... $150
SNPJ Lodge 174, Krayn, Pa. ........................ $100
SNPJ Lodge 279, Yukon, Pa. ....................... $100
SNPJ Lodge 358, Salem, Ohio .....................$100
 In memory of dearly missed departed members
 of Lodge 358
Gary Cadez, Bend, Ore. ................................. $50
 In memory of Rose Cadez

Larry & Andrea Kamicker (721), Enon Valley, Pa. ..$50
 In memory of Louis Koutoulakis

SNPJ Lodge 5, Cleveland .............................. $50

Ken & Kim Zakraysek (174), Elton, Pa. .......... $50

Linda Skok (355), Chardon, Ohio ................... $50
 In memory of her husband, Judge Fred V. Skok

RJJG, LLC, d/b/a Elizabeth Residence Bayside ...$40
 In memory of Frances Theresa Widemshek

SNPJ Lodge 31, Sharon, Pa. .......................... $35
 In memory of Michael Zagger

SNPJ Lodge 31, Sharon, Pa. .......................... $35
 In memory of Marilyn Reiser

SNPJ Lodge 31, Sharon, Pa. .......................... $35
 In memory of Frances Gaydek

Pauline Tusek (559), Countryside, Ill. ............. $25
 In memory of Frances Snyder

Bob & Amalie Smole (584), Mequon, Wis. ..... $25
 In memory of Frances Theresa Widemshek
Bob & Amalie Smole (584), Mequon, Wis. ..... $25
 In memory of Donald Wene
Bob & Amalie Smole (584), Mequon, Wis. ..... $25
 In memory of Robert Alpner
SNPJ Lodge 355, Fairport Harbor, Ohio ........ $25
 In memory of all deceased Brothers & Sisters
 of Fairport SNPJ Lodge 355
Louise (Skok) Myers (223), Willoughby, Ohio ...$25
 In memory of Frank & Louise Shume
Edward Engel & family (138), Canonsburg, Pa. ..$20
 In memory of Pamela Trinnes
Lee Jackopin (355), Wickliffe, Ohio ................ $15
 In memory of his grandfather, George Jurij 
 Jakopin, secretary of former Lloydell Lodge 60
Glen & Ruth Pettey (31), Farrell, Pa. ...............$10
 In memory of Frances Nespor

by KEVIN RICHARDS
Lodge 106

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Greetings 
from SNPJ Lodge 106 in Im-
perial. Stop by our clubroom 
on the first Tuesday of each 
month to see bartender Shari 
and enjoy an evening of free 
jukebox.

Bar bingo continues on the 

first and third Thursdays of 
the month in the Lodge 106 
clubroom. Special early bird 
games start at 6:30 p.m.; the 
first regular game starts at 7. 
Our kitchen is open during 
bar bingo.

Euchre tournaments are 
scheduled in the Lodge 106 
clubroom on Sunday, Feb. 

3, and Sunday, Feb. 17. Both 
tournaments start at 2 p.m.; 
the entry fee is $10 per tour-
nament. A food buffet will be 
available.

Would you like to receive 
periodic e-mails from Lodge 
106 about upcoming events 
and important announce-
ments? If so, send an e-mail 

to snpj106@gmail.com and 
we’ll put you on our list.

Keep track of all the ac-
tivities going on at Lodge 106 
by visiting the “Upcoming 
Events” page on our website, 
www.snpjimperialpa.com. 
You can also follow us on 
Facebook at SNPJ Lodge 106, 
and at Imperial Room at SNPJ.

Play your cards right at Lodge 106 in February
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auditing committee; the Youth Circle 57 
directors are Cindy Griswold and Nadine 
Slucher.  

Installation of officers is scheduled for 
the Feb. 5 meeting. A social hour with din-
ner is scheduled at 6:30 p.m., followed by 
the business session starting at 7.

Youth Circle 57 members have been 
very busy. They collected $235 selling 
poppies to benefit the VFW in New Smyrna 
Beach. Circle members also sold items at 
the annual Samsula Women’s Craft Show 
in December, raising money for expenses 
as the Circle plans to make a trip to the 
SNPJ Recreation Center in Pennsylvania 
this coming summer. 

Cindy and Nadine are doing a fine job 
with our Youth Circle children. They put 
on a terrific Christmas program and Lodge 
party on Dec. 22, 2018, that was well at-
tended. The Lodge provided goody bags 
for all of the children, and the SNPJ Home 
Office paid the party expenses. Leftover 
Christmas gifts brought in by Youth Circle 
57 members were donated to the Pediatric 
Floor at Halifax Hospital Medical Center 
in Daytona Beach, Fla.

Carol Strack from California, a lifelong 
member of Lodge 603, made a generous 
donation in memory of her father, Robert 

Jontes, to the SNPJ Recreation Center 
Cabin Renovation Fund. Carol's mother, 
Pauline Jontes, is currently residing at 
The Ranch, 3617 Joan Ln., Port Orange, 
FL 32129. If you would like to send her a 
card or make a visit, please do so.

Congratulations to Audrey Sopotnick 
of Fruitland Park, Fla., who recently 
became a 70-year SNPJ member. She 
and her late husband, Freddie Sopotnick, 
were frequent visitors to our Lodge hall 
when they were in the area, and you would 
find them enjoying a dance or two on our 
great dance floor. Freddie is the son of Joe 
and Agnes Sopotnick, one of the pioneer 
families in Samsula and founders of So-
potnick’s Tavern, better known as “The 
Cabbage Patch.”

We also extend our congratulations to 
60-year members Leonard Shaw, Betty 
Jane Luznar and Robert Strh, and a 50-
year member Raymond Wright.

Congratulations as well to Rudy Jr. 
(Bill) and Marilyn Pleterski of New 
Smyrna Beach, Fla., on the November 
arrival of their daughter, Sonia Darlene. 
The proud grandparents are Rudy and 
Dede Pleterski of Samsula. 

Lodge 603 scholarship applications 
will soon be available. Ruth Benedict and 
Jeannette Humphrey, assisted by Rhonda 
Tesauro, will be updating the scholarship 

criteria.
Sara and Steve Brown drove in from 

Double Oaks, Texas, to spend a week 
visiting with Sara’s parents, Mary and Jack 
Pleterski. Jack recently underwent shoul-
der surgery and is doing well. At present 
he is taking physical therapy.  Jack’s sister, 
Jeane Novotny of Bloomington, Ind., is 
also in the area for a few months. Jeane 
always helps out at our Lodge activities 
and works in our kitchen.

Local Lodge dues of $10 per person 
are currently due. Please make your 
checks payable to SNPJ Lodge 603 and 
mail to Lodge Secretary Elaine Figueroa, 
3650 Lettuce Ln., New Smyrna Beach, 
FL 32168.

Elaine read a letter from the SNPJ Home 
Office informing us that the Society is 
celebrating its 115th anniversary in 2019. 
We also welcomed a new member, Patricia 
Richards from Miami.

President Benedict spoke about Sam-
sula history and announced that he and 
Pauline Lockwood would be setting a time 
at our Lodge to gather historical informa-
tion and photographs. Samsula received its 
name 100 years ago from the Post Office 
in New Smyrna Beach.

We’re looking forward to seeing every-
one at our Florida SNPJ Days celebration 
on Feb. 22-23. We hope to see you there!

Head to Samsula Lodge 603 in February and heat 
up your winter during 2019 Florida SNPJ Days

by TONI THOMEY
Lodge 576

CLEVELAND — Happy 
Valentine’s Day to all our 
members out there!  We hope 
you’re enjoying this cold 
winter weather – or running 
off to a warmer climate.

The Spartans Lodge  
kicked off the year on Jan. 12 
with our holiday appreciation 
dinner at Urban Vintner in 
Willoughby, Ohio. It was so 
nice to see everyone who was 
able to attend. What a great 
afternoon – amazing food, 
wine, family and friends.  

On behalf of our members, 
I would like to thank Ed and 
Gerry Trebets for their hospi-
tality and all they did to make 
this event so special. We will 
definitely be back!  We would 
also like to thank T.J. Likovic 
and Patty Candela for the 
entertainment. We’re always 
amazed by your talents!

We would like 2019 to 
be a fabulous year for the 

Spartans Lodge. To make 
our year a success, we ask 
for our members’ involve-
ment and help.

Our first meeting of the 
year will be held Feb. 18 at 
the Slovene Home for the 
Aged starting at 7 p.m. We 
will begin planning our theme 
for our annual picnic, which 
is scheduled Aug. 18 at the 
SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, Ohio. 
In addition to our picnic, 
we’d love your ideas on com-
munity engagement projects.

Plans for our annual bus 
trip in November are already 
in the works. Please feel free 
to share any other ideas for 
activities that would bring 
our members and friends 
together!

I would also like to share 
more about our member 
achievements, celebrations,  
etc. Please contact me at 
(217) 744-4710 or e-mail 
athomey28@icloud.com with 
any news you’d like to share.

An appreciation dinner 
opens the Spartans year

Spartans 
Lodge 576 

hosted a 
holiday 

appreciation 
dinner 

at Urban 
Vintner in 

Willoughby, 
Ohio, to 

launch the 
new year.
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Bro. Louis J. Koutoulakis
• Lodge 721 •

ALIQUIPPA, Pa. — The 
Koutoulakis family and mem-
bers of Lodge 721 sadly report 
the Nov. 1, 2018, passing of 
Bro. Louis J. Koutoulakis, 89, 
of Hopewell Twp., Pa., in his 
residence surrounded by his 
family. 

Bro. Koutoulakis was born 
April 9, 1929, in Rochester, 
Pa., a son of the late James and 
Georgia (Stangas) Koutoula-
kis. He was a graduate of Roch-
ester High School in 1947 and 
of Garfield Business School in 
1948. He attended Geneva Col-
lege from 1948-1951 and was 
called to active duty with the 
U.S. Army, serving in Korea 
from 1951-1953. He earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 
business administration from 
Geneva College, graduating 
in 1954. 

Louis retired from Ampco 
Pittsburgh, Wyckoff Steel 
Division in Ambridge, where 
he was a chief billing clerk, 
or as he liked to say, “a pencil 
pusher.” He was active in the 
WYSE Credit Union. 

In addition to 33 years of 
SNPJ membership, he was also 
an active member of Dormi-
tion Greek Orthodox Church 
in Aliquippa, where he served 

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO

DEATHS REPORTED
For the months of Nov.-Dec. 2018
   DATE OF
LODGE NAME DEATH CITY-STATE
 A01 William C. Weber 09-28-2018 Burgettstown, Pa.
 A02 Kenneth J. Bumbaugh 10-31-2018 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 A02 William T. Menold 09-28-2018 Greensburg, Pa.
 A02 Amelia Gruber 11-11-2011 Boyers, Pa.
 3 Mildred A. Kluchar 12-02-2018 Johnstown, Pa.
 5 John A. Rossman 11-27-2018 Afton, Va.
 6 Joanne C. Kovach 10-23-2018 Bethel Park, Pa.
 8 Patricia M. Babka 08-04-2018 Mokena, Ill.
 34 Richard F. Krasovich 10-28-2018 Melborne, Fla.
 34 Stella L. Watson 11-19-2018 Speedway, Ind.
 41 Rosemary Fuga 10-05-2018 N. Huntingdon, Pa.
 87 Robert L. Espey 10-12-2018 Herminie, Pa.
 87 Walter Dedo Jr. 10-26-2018 Herminie, Pa.
 87 Albina Swanciger 08-05-2017 Aurora, Ohio
 87 Dianna L. Bourke 10-28-2018 Greensburg, Pa.
 89 Amy Hammond 10-22-2018 Virginia Beach, Va.
 89 Dennis A. Zalaznik 11-02-2018 Bulger, Pa.
 106 Joseph F. Sladick 11-09-2018 Imperial, Pa.
 106 Louis J. Corbett Jr. 11-04-2018 Clinton, Pa.
 106 Raymond E. Perko 09-24-2018 Rivesville, W.Va.
 138 Pamela A. Trinnes 09-29-2018 Canonsburg, Pa.
 138 Joann Scott 10-20-2018 Wheeling, W.Va.
 138 Helen Simko 10-29-2017 Akron, Ohio
 138 Robert W. McNally 09-04-2018 Houston, Pa.
 138 Gordon L. Pastovich 11-24-2018 Canonsburg, Pa.
 142 Frances Markovic 06-04-2012 Mayfield Heights, Ohio
 153 Edward P. Steinke 10-17-2018 Lexington, Ky.
 153 Delores R. Donofrio 11-17-2018 New Castle, Pa.
 158 Louis F. Zele 11-05-2018 Willoughby, Ohio
 158 Mildred F. Dougherty 10-30-2018 Eastlake, Ohio
 158 Lucas Gerl 08-30-2018 Roanoke, Va.
 190 Herminie Sivec 10-26-2018 Sidman, Pa.
 198 Fred Schiltz 10-19-2018 Marshfield, Wis.
 218 Richard B. Krasovich 12-26-2017 Hamilton, Mont.
 223 Shirley J. Kuznik 11-12-2018 Irwin, Pa.
 225 John Kranker 12-29-2014 Shawnee, Kan.
 245 Bryan W. Plute 08-17-2018 Lawrence, Pa.
 254 Jean M. Cerruti 06-26-2018 Mineola, N.Y.
 254 Casimir Dynice 11-06-2018 Johnstown, Pa.
 254 Timothy R. Brandle 10-01-2018 Waynesboro, Pa.
 257 William R. Hochevar 03-10-2018 Hinckley, Ohio
 277 Lillian Glavic 10-26-2018 Struthers, Ohio
 321 Mary T. Setinsek 11-09-2017 Warren, Ohio
 355 Fred E. Kochever 06-10-2015 Painesville, Ohio
 371 Emil Abramovic 01-14-2018 Portland, Ore.
 371 Helen Abramovic 10-18-2018 Portland, Ore.
 559 Bernard Malnar 11-09-2018 Joliet, Ill.
 559 Elsie Nelson 04-08-2018 Downers Grove, Ill.
 564 Donna M. Keough 08-19-2018 Canton, Mich.
 564 Brenda L. Holmes 11-09-2018 Muskegon, Mich.
 576 Thomas A. Gundic 11-13-2018 Irmo, S.C.
 576 Marie F. Oblak 03-01-2018 Cleveland, Ohio
 576 Lita Pignatiello 11-24-2018 Euclid, Ohio
 584 Miriam M. Lensing 09-20-2018 Crystal Falls, Mich.
 584 Mayme Mordeszewski 11-07-2018 Greenfield, Wis.
 603 Barbara E. Sanders 09-25-2018 New Smyrna Beach, Fla.
 665 Michael H. Mauser 10-27-2018 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 677 Harriet Kern 10-09-2018 New Castle, Pa.
 715 Edward F. Novak 06-07-2018 Slickville, Pa.
 715 Carmen D. White 08-14-2018 New Castle, Pa.
 715 Jennie F. Horvath 11-30-2018 N. Las Vegas, Nev.
 721 Lillian V. Quattrini 11-25-2018 Williamsville, N.Y.
 749 Ronald N. Birkhimer 10-17-2018 Johnstown, Pa.

Sadly missed by daughter Marion (Zornik) and Ermando Volpe; son Rudy and 
Marlene; grandchildren Erik, Todd, Lisa, Tony and John; great-grandchildren 

Justin, Daniel, Jacob, Paul Jr., Anthony Ermando, Joseph and Aiden; and 
relatives in Slovenia and the United States.

In LovIng MeMory of Dear Parents anD granDParents

You are both forever in our hearts.

John 
Zornik

d. 1971

Agnes 
Zornik
d. 1994

DetroIt, MIch.

as a Sunday school teacher and 
was a former member of the 
parish council.

He is survived by his wife of 
54 years, Nancy (Raub) Kou-
toulakis; daughters and sons-
in-law Kathryn and Christo-
pher Lutz of Stephens City, 
Va., and Kristine and Eric Sted-
eford of Franklin Park, Pa.; 
and grandchildren Amanda 
and Sarah Lutz, and Zach-
ary, Maximos and Augustus 
Stedeford. 

He is also survived by his 
brother and sister-in-law, Nick 
and Anastasia Koutoulakis of 
Valencia, Pa.; a brother-in-law 
and sister-in-law, Allen and 
Charlotte Raub of Roseville, 
Calif.; and a goddaughter, Di-
ane Davliakos of Valencia, Pa. 

He was preceded in death by 
his parents; in-laws Louis and 
Elizabeth Raub; and a brother 
and sister-in-law, Aristedes and 
Irene Koutoulakis.

A funeral service for Bro. 
Koutoulakis was celebrated 
Nov. 5, 2018, at Dormition 
Greek Orthodox Church, of-
ficiated by Fr. Dr. Stelyios 
Muksuris. Interment followed 
in Beaver Cemetery, Beaver, 
Pa., where the members of the 
Beaver County Special Unit 
conducted military honors.

The family would like to 
thank Kindred Hospice for 
the care and comfort that they 
provided.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 721 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Koutoulakis’ family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

Sis. Darlene Keith
• Lodge 723 •

FONTANA, Calif. — The 
Keith family and members of 
Lodge 723 sadly announce the 

Dec. 25, 2018, passing of Sis. 
Darlene Rosemarie (Costello) 
Sadler Keith, 82. She was a 
64-year SNPJ member.

Sis. Keith was born Jan. 7, 
1936, the daughter of Frank 
and Angela (Tratnik) Costello. 
She was a lifetime resident of 
Diamondville, Wyo.

Darlene worked in the lo-
cal court house, with disabled 
adults at SWRC, and at Ralphs 
and Days grocery stores. In 
her younger years she enjoyed 
bowling, music and dancing. 

She married Delmar “Fred” 
Sadler of Diamondville in 1961 
and together they welcomed 
their only child, daughter 
Christie.  

She married her second 
husband, Wilbern Keith of 
Diamondville, in 1992. To-
gether they liked to search for 
arrow heads, go mushroom 
hunting and fishing, and visit 
antique auctions. She was an 
avid shopper and deal seeker, 
and spent many hours around 
the card table with her friends 
and family.  

Darlene was a member of 
Alcoholics Anonymous and 
made many friends in her 28 
years of membership, attending 
many conferences, campouts 
and dances.  

She is survived by her 
daughter, Christie (Casey) 

Kreelman; her granddaughter, 
Lacy Reed; her brother, Frank 
(Georgia) Costello; nieces; 
and many friends and family 
members.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Wilbern Keith, 
and both of her parents. 

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 723 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Keith’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. Mark D. Ward III
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the Dec. 10, 2018, pass-
ing of Bro. Mark D. Ward III, 
64, of Canonsburg, Pa., in his 
home.

Bro. Ward was born Jan. 29, 
1954, in Canonsburg, a son of 
the late Geraldine Skowirski 
Ward-Statler. He was a gradu-
ate of Canon-McMillan High 
School. An iron worker, Mark 
was a member of Iron Work-
ers Local 3. He was a 40-year 
SNPJ member.

He loved anything baseball, 
including fantasy baseball, 
but what he loved more than 
anything was his family. His 
family was the center of his 
world and represented all that 
was important to him.

On Aug. 15, 1987, he mar-
ried the love of his life, Patricia 
Dee Harriman, to whom he 
lovingly referred as “Trish.”

Surviving, in addition to 
his beloved wife, are two sons, 
Mark D. Ward IV and Andrew 
(Valerie) Chappo; a daughter, 
April Cummins-Thompson; 
three grandchildren, Tyler Fil-
by, Tessa Cummins and Cassie 
Chappo; two sisters, Marsha 
(Fred) Tonti and Melanie 
Holtz; an aunt, Tessie Radosy; 

several nieces and nephews; 
and numerous cousins. He also 
leaves behind his wonderful 
dog, Abbey.

A celebration of Bro. Ward’s 
life was held Dec. 15, 2018, 
in the White Eagles Club, 

Canonsburg.
On behalf of the members 

of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Ward’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. LOUIS J. KOUTOULAKIS (721) Sis. DARLENE KEITH (723)

Bro. FRANK BREGAR
FROM PAGE 1 

Conventions beginning in 
1970. His last convention was 
the most recent 2018 Conven-
tion held at the SNPJ Recre-
ation Center, a place that Frank 
loved.  The first convention he 
attended was also held at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center. He 
was selected to serve on a num-
ber of Convention committees 
over the years, providing a 
valuable service to the Society.

In 2010, during the SNPJ 
National Convention, Frank 
Bregar was elected to the SNPJ 
National Board as Region 1 
Vice President for a four-year 
term.  In 2014 he was re-elected 
to another term on the National 
Board, serving a total of eight 
years as Region 1 Vice Presi-

SNPJ mourns the loss of Region 1 VP Bro. Frank Bregar
dent. We greatly appreciate 
his fraternal contribution to 
the Society throughout his 
many active years on the local, 
regional and national levels.

Bro. Bregar is survived by 
his loving wife of 65 years, 
Margaret E. Tepke Bregar of 
Greensburg; a son, Dr. Frank 

W. (Dr. Melissa McNeil) 
Bregar of Pittsburgh; two 
grandchildren, Jessica Eliza-
beth Bregar of Pittsburgh and 
Dr. Amy Jean (Jeff) Miller of 
Boston; and a great-grand-
daughter, Abigail Ann Miller. 

He was preceded in death by 
his parents and a son, William 

P. Bregar, in 2012.
A Mass of Christian Burial 

was celebrated for Bro. Bregar 
on Dec. 22, 2018, at St. Ed-
wards Catholic Church, of-
ficiated by Fr. Richard Ulam, 
OSB. Entombment followed at 
Westmoreland Memorial Park 
Cemetery, Greensburg.
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by MICHELLE HRIBAR-HERNANDEZ
Lodge 1 President

CHICAGO — On Dec. 2, 2018, 
Slavija Lodge 1 held its annual 
electoral meeting and holiday 
celebration at Czech Plaza, 7016 
Cermak Road in Berwyn, Ill. Mem-
bers decided that our 2019 meetings 
will be held on the first Wednesday 
of the month in March, June and 
September, and the first Sunday in 
December. These meetings will start 
at 11 a.m. at Czech Plaza. 

We are pleased to announce 
that the following members were 
elected to serve in 2019: President 
Michelle Hribar-Hernandez, Sec-
retary/Treasurer Janina Hribar, 
Recording Secretary Marianne 
Murray, Sergeant-at-Arms Mari-
anne Murray, and auditors Charles 
O’Connell, Marlene O’Connell and 
Frank Mikec.

During the recent season of giv-
ing, Lodge 1 made a financial dona-
tion to Urban Growers Collective, a 

Chicago-based not-for-profit whose 
mission is to educate youth about the 
food system through urban farming.

Five Lodge 1 youth members 
attended the Chicago Federation 
Christmas party on Dec. 1. They 
collectively danced to “Debela 
Deklica,” a Slovenian favorite 
originally performed by Rendezvous 
in 1985.

We invite all Lodge 1 members 
to attend our meetings, and we wish 
everyone a happy and healthy 2019!

Slavija Lodge 1 members ready to start 2019

Slavija Lodge 
1 members 
gathered in 
December 
2018 for their 
annual meeting 
and holiday 
celebration at 
Czech Plaza in 
Berwyn, Ill.

by MARION VOLPE
Lodge 564 Secretary

DETROIT — The Young Americans 
Lodge 564 annual Grape Dance was 
very successful once again. This event 
was held at the Croatian Hall in Warren, 
Mich., on Oct. 7, 2018. We had around 
60 guests in attendance, including four 
children. The entertainment was pro-
vided by The DeBlander Band, which is 
always a crowd pleaser. Eddie Adamic 
also joined them on the accordion.

We had a new caterer this year. 
The menu included cabbage rolls, city 
chicken, green beans, mashed potatoes 
and a very delicious coleslaw salad. 
Thanks to the many donations, the 
dessert table was filled with delicious 
goodies that were out of this world. 
Special thanks to Irene Kovac for her 
usually delicious potica and homemade 
jelly. We sure missed Mary Jane Smith, 
who usually welcomes everyone to the 
hall with the Slovenian custom of shar-
ing Slivo, salt, bread and jelly.

There were many senior members 
over the age of 90 in attendance, in-

cluding Antoinette Blazic, who turned 
101 a month after our dance; Danica 
Hancock, who sang one of  her favorite 
songs with the band; and Rose Hostnik, 
who never misses a good party.

The grape stealing enforcement 
team, “the police,” was made up of the 
children in attendance, including Joey 
Volpe, Anthony Volpe, Eric Anderson 
and Jack Anderson.

Thanks to Donald Harrison for do-
ing a great job collecting money for the 
50/50 drawing which helped with the 
expenses. Everyone was very generous.

As always, many thanks to all who 
helped organize and set up this dance, 
especially Lodge 564 President Rudy 
Zornik and the other Lodge officers. 
Thank you to Marlene Zornik and her 
sidekick, Sue Hellener, who collected 
tickets and money at the door. Thanks 
also to the old Slovene American Club 
members for coming all the way from 
the west side to help us celebrate our 
Grape Dance. We all had a great time 
dancing and conversing with friends.

Until next year, na svedenje!

The Young Americans Lodge 564 annual Grape Dance, held 
in October 2018, drew a crowd of roughly 60 guests who 
enjoyed the autumn festivities.

Young Americans Lodge 564 
draws a crowd to Grape Dance

by DANIELLA VOLPE
Lodge 158

EUCLID, Ohio — Hello ev-
eryone, and happy New Year 
from the Loyalites. We hope 
your holidays were magical 
and full of love and happiness. 
Now that it’s the new year, 
it’s time to buckle down, get 
started on those resolutions 
and, of course, start getting 
ready for all of the upcoming 
SNPJ events!

However, before the sun 
shines again and the snow 
melts, we have some things 
to celebrate. A very happy 
belated birthday to our stu-
pendous secretary, Gary 
Smrdel, who turned 60 on 
Jan. 21  and celebrated his 
24th wedding anniversary 
with Jan Smrdel on Jan. 28. 
We would also like to extend 
a huge congratulations to our 
new officers who were elected 
in December, so congratula-
tions to our new president, 
Don Srnick, and our new vice 
president, Greg Volpe.

And speaking of presi-
dents, our former queen bee, 

Pat Nevar, sends her love 
from Florida as she enjoys 
the warm weather and not 
having to scrape ice off her car 
windows. She wants to thank 
everyone for the calls and well 
wishes, and says it’s easy to 
keep up with everything going 
on up north via Facebook, so 
go look her up! She is also 
looking forward to seeing 
our reigning Miss SNPJ Liz 
Smrdel and her mother, Jan, 
during Florida SNPJ Days at 
the end of February.

Now that Christmas has 
passed, the next holiday 
to come is St. Patrick’s 
Day. Although it celebrates 
the Irish, there are enough 
Loyalites who are actively 
involved in the day’s festivi-
ties to celebrate. Our record-
ing secretary, Jan Smrdel, is 
getting her Celtic Nations 
Ladies Drill Team ready for 
all of the parades that they 
compete in as she leads a 
team of our fellow members: 
Colleen Frank Jr., Sami Lo-
renzato, Sue Srnick, Rachel 
Elam, Maryann Lorenzo, 

Chris Crawford, Melanie 
Kangas, Liz Smrdel, Mary 
Bryan, Patty Maynard, Rory 
Maynard and Anna Horabik, 
as well as Nick Horabik and 
Don Srnick on the percussion 
line so our ladies have a beat to 
march to. We know they will 
represent us well, and hope-
fully they will bring home a 
trophy. Good luck, ladies!

Finally we want to thank 
everyone who attended our 
Christmas party in December. 
The event was a huge success, 
and we hope to see even more 
of you next year. The kids 
had a great time seeing Santa, 
as well as his fellow animal 
lover Jungle Terry and his 
furry (and sometimes scaly) 
friends. The day was filled 
with lots of laughter, fun and 
good music. Thank you to ev-
eryone who helped make the 
event such a success! Keep a 
look out for updates on Lodge 
158 and our events.

Lastly, we send our 
thoughts and prayers to all 
of our ailing members and 
their families.

With a 
little help, 

Jungle Terry 
introduced 

some of 
his animal 

friends 
at the 

Loyalites 
Lodge 158 
Christmas 

party.

Holidays lead the Loyalites Lodge into the new year

• Receive $10 for each valid referral submitted.
• Every valid referral earns the recommender
 one chance in the Quarterly Drawing for an
 opportunity to win $100.

By submitting one valid referral,
you have the opportunity to earn

a total of $110 in cash prizes!

Recommender Benefits

The SNPJ Recommender Program provides an 
opportunity for adult members to encourage 
family, friends, children and acquaintances to join 
the Slovene National Benefit Society and take 
advantage of SNPJ’s competitive products and 
numerous fraternal benefits. Not only will you 
be helping a friend and strengthening our Society, 
you’ll also be receiving benefits yourself.

I would like to introduce
___________________________________________________

for SNPJ membership
Please contact: _______________________________________________________
 (Parent or guardian if under age 18)

Address: ____________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ________________________________________________________

Phone: (             ) ______________________________________________________

Indicate Preferred Agent ________________________________________________
 (Optional)

My Name: ___________________________________________________________

My Lodge Number: ____________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ________________________________________________________

Phone: (             ) ______________________________________________________

e-mail _______________________________________________________________

Each individual must be informed that an agent will contact him/her and the referral 
must have some interest in SNPJ in order for the recommender to be considered valid.

Complete this coupon and return to
Slovene National Benefit Society

Att’n: Marketing Department
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA 15126

SNPJ Recommender Program

The Eddie 
Rodick 

Orchestra 
will perform 

for the 
Cleveland-

Style 
Polka Hall 

of Fame 
Sweetheart 

Ball on 
Feb. 15.

by JOE VALENCIC (5)
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame

EUCLID, Ohio — Waltz away your winter 
blues with the Eddie Rodick Orchestra at 
the National Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of 
Fame Sweetheart Ball, Friday, Feb. 15, at the 
American Croatian Lodge Party Center in 
Eastlake, Ohio. You can swing your sweetie 
to the finest Cleveland-style polka music.

Treat your date to dinner from 5 to 8 p.m. 
and stay for dancing from 6 to 11. Enjoy 
schnitzel dinners, sausages and many nation-
ality treats catered by Dubrovnik Gardens. 
Try your luck at the drawings; you may go 
home a winner! 

The American Croatian Lodge is located 
on Lake Shore Blvd. at Route 91 (SOM 
Center Road). Purchase advance tickets for 
$10 through the Polka Hall of Fame, 605 
East 222nd St., Euclid, next to Euclid City 
Hall. Tickets are $12 at the door; those 18 
and under will be admitted free of charge. 
Call (216) 261-FAME or e-mail Polkashop@
aol.com for details.

PHOF offering 
dinner, dancing 
at Sweetheart 
Ball in February

by WILMA VUKOVICH
Lodge 153 Recording Secretary

YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio — The Lodge 153 
fall meeting was held at Shepherd of the 
Valley clubroom in Poland, Ohio. Our newly 
elected officers include President Stanley P. 
Chermely, Vice President Michele Phillips, 
Secretary/Treasurer Diane L. Chermely 
Tanner, Sergeant-at-Arms Henry Vukov-
ich, Recording Secretary/Reporter Wilma 
Vukovich, and auditors Stephen Pavlich, 
Joseph Pitko and Michele Phillips.

We extend our condolences to the family 
of Edward Steinke Sr., who passed away Oct. 
17, 2018, at the age of 86, and to the family 
of Delores D’Onofrio, who passed away Nov. 
17, 2018, at the age of 83.

Happy birthday wishes go out to Sophie 
Pavlich, who celebrated her 93rd birthday 
in October, and to all members celebrating 
birthdays in November, December, January 
and February.

Please mark you calendar for our up-
coming Lodge 153 meetings in 2019. The 
meetings will be held at the Shepherd of the 
Valley clubroom in Poland, Ohio, on March 
12, May 14, Aug. 20 and Nov. 19. All meet-
ings start at 7 p.m., and all Lodge members 
are welcome and encouraged to attend.

Our biggest event of the year, the annual 
Lodge 153 Christmas party, was held Dec. 
2,  2018, at the Youngstown Croatian Home.  
We enjoyed a fantastic dinner followed by 
homemade desserts provided by the guests.  
After the meal was complete, Diane Chermely 
Tanner led the children in a few Christmas 
carols, including “Santa Claus is Coming 
to Town” which welcomed Santa to deliver 
gifts to youth members and Lodge officers.

Tickets were sold and gifts brought by the 
guests were awarded to the lucky winners. 
The party concluded with a few fun games 
of bingo. Our thanks to everyone who helped 
make this year’s Christmas party a huge suc-
cess. Happy New Year to all!

Youngstown 
Lodge 153 sets 
meeting dates 
for the new year
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Looking for information on your SNPJ 
life insurance and annuity policies? 
Log on to www.snpj.org and follow 
the step-by-step instructions.

at your fingertips
information

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — For many years, 
SNPJ members have enjoyed the 
unique and truly remarkable facility 
that is the SNPJ Recreation Center. The 
experiences and countless memories 
that have been made there are treasured 
by thousands. The Recreation Center 
is now more than 50 years old and, as 
with so many things, time, along with 
wear and tear, have taken their toll.

The large upper cabins, situated 
opposite the lake along Martin Road, 
are some of the first structures that 
were built on the property. Cabins #1 
and #2 have already been completed. 
The budgeted cost to complete one 
cabin was $28,000. There are a total 
of 24 large cabins and 12 motel units 
as part of this project. It will take a 
significant amount of capital to finish 
this project, and will likely take years 
to complete. The more donations we 
receive, the quicker we can complete 
the project. Since this is not a cultural 
or educational (scholarship) cause, but 

rather, recreational in nature, contribu-
tions are not considered tax deductible. 

We encourage Lodges, Fed-
erations, members, friends and other 
organizations to contribute. Several 
have already contributed. While we 
do offer “Club Level” recognition, all 
donations will be listed in PROSVETA.

Donors at the following Club Lev-
els will receive  their name on a plaque 
inside the corresponding cabin: Bronze 
Level, $1,000; Silver Level, $5,000; 
Gold Level, $10,000; and Platinum 
Level, $25,000.

Donation checks can be made 
payable to “SNPJ.” Please indicate 
“Cabin Renovation” in the memo area. 
Provide your name and address, and 
the acknowledgment name and address 
if the donation is made in memory of 
someone. 

Send your donation to Slovene 
National Benefit Society, 247 West 
Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126. 
All donations are greatly appreci-
ated. Thank you in advance for your 
support!

Support the Rec Center Cabin Renovation Project
Before

After

Official Proceedings
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
Oct. 31, 2018
The meeting was called to order at 9:15 a.m. by President Evanish 
with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
The minutes from the Oct. 18, 2018, meeting were read and 
approved.
Reported that the Executive Committee attended the Pennsylva-
nia Fraternal Alliance meeting held recently, at which President 
Evanish served as president. There were many good speakers 
on a variety of topics, and the meeting included a presentation 
by Pennsylvania Insurance Department Deputy Commissioner 
Joseph DiMemmo.
Discussed the annuity program, crediting interest rates, spreads, 
and interest rates in general. Also discussed a new program for 
the annuity products.
Reviewed the cyber security renewal insurance policy, and agreed 
to renew coverage and include coverage for reputational risk.
Approved a $250 donation to the Children’s Hospital drive 
through FSGP.
Approved a $25 donation to Boy Scouts Troop 830.
Approved a $500 donation to the American Slovenes of Western 
Pennsylvania Slovene Hour radio program.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:40 p.m.

Dec. 11, 2018
The meeting was called to order at 2 p.m. by President Evanish 
with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
The minutes from the Oct. 31, 2018, meeting were read and 
approved.
Discussed and approved the 115th anniversary offer after dis-
cussions with our Society actuary, Joseph Steimla, and SNPJ 
Sales Director David Ely. These offers will begin to be sent out 
sometime in February, and the mailings will continue to go out 
over an approximate three (3) month period.
Discussed and approved the 2019 sales campaign for agent 
incentive.
Discussed and approved a revised Lodge Bonus Reward program.  
The forms for this will go out in the December secretary mailing.
Reported that the sale of the SNPJ Lodge 265 hall building has 
been finalized and the Society has received the proceeds of 
$20,912 from the Lodge.
Approved a $200 cultural donation to SNPJ Lodge 723 for host-
ing Vinska Trgatev.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:25 p.m.

JOSEPH C. EVANISH
National President/CEO

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO

50-Year Members
February 2019
 Lodge Member
 A01 Erda C. Pino
 2 James P. Omahen
 2 Sharon M. Walker
 3 Patricia Kasten
 6 Susan M. Czajkowski
 6 Donald J. Ursitz
 34 Carol L. Chaney
 87 Susan M. Bazzo
 87 Constance Ruffennach
 87 Reta G. Zupanc
 89 Sharon Musulin
 138 Thomas A. Terpin
 153 Michelle A. Beam
 158 Deborah Bostnar Duganier
 225 Joseph Cizerle
 225 John R. Kovacic
 245 Rosmary Yankovich
 254 Mary A. Hess

Lodge Member
 254 Sandra Lear
 257 Frank A. Sesek
 277 Gerald L. Black
 321 Donna J. Zuga
 321 Patricia A. Miller
 559 Linda J. Ratkovich
 564 Thomas P. Schurino
 564 Leroy A. Stefanich
 576 Richard A. Kodramaz
 577 Donald E. Novak
 577 Lawrence J. Yenko
 581 Marlene L. Lester
 584 Jean M. Carlstrom
 604 Paulette D. Fiore
 721 Nora L. Pittser
 745 Patricia C. Wood
 749 Rosemarie Lebert

60-Year Members
February 2019
 Lodge Member
  6 Emma A. Caesar
 8 Marie L. Panozzo
 34 Mary E. Blue
 106 John Rozman
 198 Fred A. Belay
 223 Joseph L. Krejocic
 225 Danny M. Rogel
 274 Doris A. Knight
 274 Lois J. Stephens
 518 Robert J. Devyak

Lodge Member
 564 John W. Fifolt
 584 Elizabeth Modec
 584 Helene M. Conrad
 584 Thomas R. Holland
 603 Betty J. Luznar
 721 Ann Cvetovich
 729 Daniel M. Chilko
 749 James Mihelcic
 749 George E. Andrykovitch
 782 Eleanor J. Fox

 Lodge Member
  A01 Paul H. Csencsits
 FD4 Elizabeth Dellemonache
 5 Virginia E. Pinkava
 31 Mary Ghizzoni
 41 Margaret Jenko

70-Year Members
February 2019

Lodge Member
 126 Charles Penko
 218 Joseph A. Gruden
 518 Robert Ostanek
 689 Henry A. Skerl
 782 Frank T. Vertosick

 Lodge Member
  218 Josephine Dolinsek
 665 Christine Stamper
 776 Julia D. Clark

80-Year Members
February 2019

Rec Center Cabin Renovation Donations
for the months of October-December 2018
John & Peggy Bizyak (218), Kingman, Ariz......$500
SNPJ Lodge 689, Helper, Utah ........................$200
 In memory of Lorraine Babcock
Fred & Carol Strack (603), San Diego, Calif. ...$100
 In memory of Robert Jontes

Donna & John Valdiserri (138), Pittsburgh .........$75
 In memory of Michele Boarman

Sara Taylor (138) & Ron Tkach (138),
Canonsburg, Pa. .................................................$25
 In memory of Michele Boarman

Evelyn Dimpfl (749), Johnstown, Pa. .................$25
 In memory of Ronald Birkhimer

Ken, Andrea, Kevin & Lesley Yarkosky (138),
Strabane, Pa. ......................................................$20
 In memory of Michele Boarman

by KATHY LOUDON
Lodge 358 Secretary/Treasurer

WEST POINT, Ohio — SNPJ Lodge 358 members 
would like to wish all a happy and healthy 2019.  
We continue to enjoy spending time together at 
our meetings, discussing Lodge issues. We also 
truly enjoy each other’s company while dining on 
a great meal.

Last year our Lodge voted to make a monetary 
donation to the Lepper Library in Lisbon, Ohio. Do-
nations to the library promote literacy, help provide 
materials and programing, and help preserve their 
historic building. It’s a way to support the good that 
a public library does and keep it strong.  

In addition, we always make an annual donation 
to the SNPJ Scholarship Program in memory of 
Lodge 358 members who have passed. The SNPJ 
Scholarship is a great program. Members of our 
Lodge have directly benefited from this program 
in the past, so we like to pay it forward.

We’re looking forward to this new year, sunshine, 
flowers and continuing our fraternal friendships. We 
wish you all the best in 2019!

Lodge 358 proud to support SNPJ scholarships

West Point, 
Ohio, Lodge 
358 members 
enjoying their 
time together 
for St. Patrick’s 
Day [above] 
and during 
their Halloween 
gathering [left].

LODGE 786 WINTER
FROM PAGE 1 

Santa made a visit under the direc-
tion of Christine Udovch Gottdank, who 
helped Santa with the shopping for the 
kids. Thank you, Christine and Santa 
(Don Milek), for making this afternoon 
special. Everyone who attended had a 
good time, and we enjoyed the music of 
Fred Mlakar afterward. It’s always fun 
when we get together.

The next Lodge 786 meeting will be 
held Feb. 2 at Ken and Teresa’s home in 
Laguna Niguel, Calif., starting at 1 p.m. 
This will be our annual audit, so I hope 
our auditors can attend. Our other 2019 
meetings will be held on March 3, April 
27, July 21, Sept. 22 and Dec. 7. 

You can mark these dates on your 
calendar; additional information will be 
sent at a later date. We hope to have good 
attendance and participation throughout 

the year.
We’re also planning to schedule a 

simple wine tasting in May or June at 
Orange Coast Winery in Newport Beach, 
Calif. This winery is owned by Doug 
Wiens, one of the brothers from Wiens 
Family Cellars. We will need to make 
arrangements with Doug and perhaps go 
to Newport to see the venue so we can 
make plans for our Lodge members and 
perhaps a few friends.

Lodge 786 members busy with plans for 2019 activities

by JERRY TROHA
Lodge 581 Secretary/Treasurer

ST. MARYS, Pa. — When 
Marcia Klancer Bleggi, presi-
dent of St. Marys Lodge 581, 
and her husband Don visited 
Slovenia this past year, they 
had the unique opportunity 
to make a presentation in the 
Mirna Library to approxi-
mately 50 people.

On Nov. 13, 2018, people 
whose families had emigrated 
in the early 1900s from the 
Mirna Valley in the Dolenjska 
region of Slovenia gathered 
to hear “Immigrants from 
Mirna Valley in St. Marys.”  
The program was organized 
by Librarian Patricija Tratar 
at the request of Marcia’s 
cousin, Igor Zaplotnik, and the 
talk, presented in English, was 
translated by Lea Udovč, an 
English teacher and translator 
from Trebnje.

Marcia spent the last 14 
years gathering information 
about the Slovenians who 
came to the St. Marys area and 
shared those stories with the 
audience. One of the stories 
in particular was about the 
Bon family. In the 1990s, Ivan 
Bon of Zabrdje, Slovenia, sent 
a letter addressed to “any Bon 
family in St. Marys,” and the 

[From left] English teacher and translator Lea udovč, Lodge 
581 president and program presenter MARCIA KLANCER 
BLEGGI, librarian Patricija Tratar, and program presenter 
Don Bleggi.

letter found the Bons. Because 
of this letter, Marcia and many 
other families were able to find 
their relatives.

The small villages of the 
Mirna Valley represented 
included Zabrdje, Ševnica, 
Selo pri Mirni, Volčje Njive, 
Stan, Gomila, Migolica, Sveta 
Helena, Brezovica pri Mirni, 
Migolska Gora and Mirna.  
Athough there are many other 
Slovenian names that exist 
in the St. Marys area, those 
mentioned in the talk included 
Kordan, Zore, Bon, Uhernik, 
Klančar, Miklič, Kolenc, 
Breznikar, Gregorčič, Bosnik, 
Goljuf, Škrabec and Rus.

The talk focused on these 
Slovenian families who found 
comfort from one another by 
living on the same street, Curry 
Ave. Life wasn’t very easy in 
those days, and Marcia shared 
the tragedies that took place, 
the hard work, the frugal-
ity, and the strong will of the 
people. She spoke of the SNPJ 
Lodge 581 group who offered 
support to the people, about the 
gatherings they held, about the 
financial help they offered, and 
about the music and cultural 
traditions they shared.

Because of this talk, several 
families from the Mirna area 

asked Marcia and Don to try 
to find their families. These 
families included Brezni-
kar (Cleveland), Gregorčič, 
Kovšček and Maraž. Members 
of the Kovšček family may live 
in the Pittsburgh, Washington 
or Philadelphia areas. 

The members of  St. Marys 
Lodge 581 thanks the Bleggis 
for this article and effort given 
in presenting this interesting 
genealogical program. Marcia 
and Don can be reached at 
marcia.and.don@gmail.com.

The North Central Pennsyl-
vania (NCP) Slovenian Polka 
Boosters will hold a dance on 

Sunday, Feb. 3, featuring the 
Bill Bevec Orchestra from 
Warren, Ohio, at the Ridg-
way, Pa., Eagles Club from 
2 to 5 p.m. On Sunday, Feb. 
17, the Rex Taneri Band from 
Canfield, Ohio, will perform at 
Wildwoods Bar & Grill in St. 
Marys from 2 to 5 p.m.

For information on the NCP 
Slovenian Polka Boosters, 
contact Pat Moore at (814) 
837-9218 or moorski@verizon.
net. For information on Lodge 
581, contact Jerry Troha (814) 
781-6978 or jerometroha@
gmail.com. Contact Jerry for 
your 2019 Miss SNPJ  calendar. 

Lodge 581 president talks genealogy in Slovenia


