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or submit your material via the publica-
tions area of our website, www.snpj.org.
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briefly

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office be closed Thursday, July 4, in 
celebration of Independence Day. In ad-
dition, a limited number of Home Office 
staff will be available on Friday, July 5. 
We wish all SNPJ members and friends a 
happy and safe Independence Day.

Home Office closed
for the July 4th holiday

• Jackson G. Alligood
Born Dec. 21, 2015

St. Marys, Pa., Lodge 581
St. Marys, Pa., Lodge 581 welcomes new 
member Jackson Gray Alligood to the So-
ciety. Jackson is the son of Timothy and 
Ashley Alligood, grandson of Steve and 
Brenda Mix, and great-grandson of John 
and Patricia Moore (581). We welcome 
Jackson to the Slovene National Benefit 
Society and extend our best wishes to his 
entire family.

YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio — SNPJ Lodge 
153 in Youngstown is making a change 
to the August meeting date. The original 
meeting date of Aug. 20 has been changed 
to Tuesday, Aug. 27. The meeting will 
still be held at Shepherd of the Valley in 
Poland, Ohio, starting at 7 p.m. Refresh-
ments will be served. All Lodge members 
are welcome and encouraged to attend.

WILMA VUkOVICh
Lodge 153 Recording Secretary

Change of meeting date 
for Lodge 153 in August

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Fraternal De-
partment is pleased to announce the National 
Athletic Board has approved that SNPJ Lodge 
106 in Imperial host the 2019 SNPJ Fall Classic 
Bowling Tournament the weekend of Oct. 19-20. 
Bowling will take place at Paradise Lanes; all 
social activities will be held at the SNPJ Lodge 
106 Clubroom.

The National Athletic Board is currently 
accepting bids to host the 2020 SNPJ National 
Bowling Tournament to be held at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, with bowling taking place 
at Colonial Lanes in New Castle, Pa., and all 
social activities taking place at the SNPJ Rec-
reation Center.

I look forward to seeing you at a fraternal 
event in the near future.

Lodge 106 hosts 
the Fall Classic 
Bowl in October

MELVINDALE, Mich. — SNPJ Lodge 
518 will host the second annual Frank Te-
hovnik Memorial Balina Outing Saturday, 
July 27, at 2:30 p.m. at Palazzo di Bocce, 
4291 S. Lapeer Road, Lake Orion, Mich. 
The cost is $12 per person for instruction 
and indoor play time. Restaurant service 
will be available.

BILL kRzISNIk
Lodge 518 President

Lodge 518 hosting annual
balina outing on July 27

by KATHY PAULENICH (776)
SNPJ Heritage Center Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — SNPJ Heritage 
Center Committee members have been busy 
purchasing items, organizing and cleaning the 
museum and gift shop in preparation for Slo-
venefest. We are well supplied with favorites 
like noodles, candy, cookies and vegeta, plus 
sea salt. And let’s not forget the seasoning for 
čevapčiči, teas, pickles and polenta. 

The shelves have been restocked with Slo-
venian flags, bumper stickers, parking signs, 
patches and pins. We also have Lonely Planet 
Travel Guides and Slovenian-American dic-
tionaries for sale. Two new T-shirt designs are 
available for purchase, along with some reduced-
price T-shirts. Finally, check out our 50 percent 
off sale on selected T-shirts and products.

This year the Heritage Center Committee 
decided on a “mini” Closer Look at Slovenia 
program that will be presented in the museum 
area during Slovenefest. On Saturday we’ve 
scheduled Olivia Baumgartner from Kollander 

SNPJ Heritage Center readies for 2019 Slovenefest

SEE SNPJ HERITAGE CENTER
ON PAGE 2

[From left] SNPJ Heritage Center Committee members ED ROBICh, kAthY PAULENICh, 
Slovenian Ambassador to the United States STANISLAv vIdovIč, JOAN and LARRY 
GASPERSIC and tRACEY BELLE at the celebration of the 28th anniversary of Slovenia’s 
independence held at Cleveland City Hall.

by GERRI TREBETS (604) 
SNPJ Farm Recording Secretary

KIRTLAND, Ohio — By the time this article 
hits the press, we will already have begun our 
picnic season at the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland. 
The first picnic was hosted by the Farm Board, 
followed by Loyalites Lodge 158 who had a very 
special picnic planned which I’m sure was well 
attended. Their picnic had lots of publicity and a 

A dedicated group 
of SNPJ Farm 

representatives and 
members helped 
launch the 2019 

season by working the 
Pancake & Sausage 

Breakfast in May.

May pancake breakfast opens an 
exciting season at the SNPJ Farm

unique theme: Dr. Seuss. The Lodge 126 picnic 
was held June 30, and it included the Beaverdale 
Reunion orchestrated by Lee Jackopin. 

We have many more great events coming 
up throughout the picnic season. I sure hope 
you’ll make it a point to come out and enjoy the 
festivities, which will feature other interesting 

SEE SNPJ FARM SEASON
ON PAGE 8

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Take advantage of 
SNPJ’s Recommender Program. Every 
valid referral earns the recommender $10, 
plus an entry in the quarterly drawing for 
a chance to win $100. Pay a visit to the 
SNPJ website, www.snpj.org, to complete 
an online Recommender form and get a 
head start on your reward.

Have you recommended
a new member lately?
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Type of Event 
 
 

Site 
 
 

If a concert or dance, who is
performing? 
 
 

Date 

Time 

Who to contact 
 
 

Phone (        )

Complete and return to: 
PROSVETA

247 W. Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA  15126-9774

e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

• JULY 6 ........Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138 hosts 
Klancnik & Friends at the Lodge hall. 
Music performed from 6-10 p.m.

• JULY 12-14 ..... The 38th Slovenefest and the 63rd 
Miss SNPJ Pageant at the SNPJ Recre-
ation Center. For additional information 
contact the Recreation Center toll-free at 
1-877-767-5732 or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.
com. For pageant information, contact 
Fraternal Director Kevin Richards at 
1-800-843-7675 ext. 144 or krichards@
snpj.com.

• JULY 18 ......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo 
in the Lodge 106 clubroom. Early bird 
games start at 6:30 p.m., regular games 
at 7. Kitchen will be open. For details 
contact the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• JULY 19 ......Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 Bowling Bingo 
at the Sygan Bowling Center; 7 p.m. Grab 
your friends and join us for a night of fun. 
Bring a team of four or we’ll make up 
teams. Your $5 entry fee will be added 
to the prize fund. For more information 
call (412) 221-9862.

• JULY 20 ......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bean bag 
toss tournament. Entry fee is $5, play 
starts at 1 p.m. For more information 
contact the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• JULY 20 ......The 25th annual Lodge 138 Duck 
Race and Picnic at the Lodge 138 Hall, 
Strabane, Pa., beginning at 4 p.m. En-
tertainment featuring Karl Lukitsch & 
Autobahn starting at 6 p.m.

• JULY 21 ......Orange Coast Lodge 786 picnic and 
20th anniversary celebration starting at 
noon at the Rancho Niguel Recreation 
Center, Laguna Niguel, Calif. Includes 
Slovenian wine tasting. For additional 
information and to RSVP, contact Jean 
Koci by phone at (949) 542-3585 or e-
mail ajkoci@cox.net.

• JULY 21 ......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 car cruise; 
noon. Entertainment by HEDGG Band. 
Food will be available, and door prizes 
and a 50/50 drawing offered. For details 
contact the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• JULY 26-28 .... Youth Roundup Weekend at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of 
SNPJ, Pa. For details contact Fraternal 
Director Kevin Richards at 1-800-843-
7675 ext. 144 or krichards@snpj.com. 

• JULY 27 ......Melvindale, Mich., Lodge 518  an-
nual Frank Tehovnik Memorial Balina 
Outing at Palazzo di Bocce, Lake Orion, 
Mich.; 2:30 p.m. Cost is $12 per person 
and includes instruction and indoor play. 
Restaurant service will be available. For 
details contact Lodge 518 at SNPJ518@
gmail.com or (248) 628-4858.

• AUG. 1 ........Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo 
in the Lodge 106 clubroom. Early bird 
games start at 6:30 p.m., regular games 
at 7. Kitchen will be open. For details 
contact the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• AUG. 11 ......Cleveland Lodge 53 annual picnic at 
the SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio, starting at 
1 p.m. Entertainment by the Jeff Pecon 
Orchestra. For details contact Martha 
Meglich by calling (440) 884-5043.

• AUG. 11 ......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 car cruise; 
noon. Entertainment by HEDGG Band. 
Food will be available for purchase, and 
door prizes and a 50/50 drawing offered. 
For more information contact the Lodge 
at (724) 695-1411 or snpj106@gmail.
com.

• AUG. 15 ......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo 
in the Lodge 106 clubroom. Early bird 
games start at 6:30 p.m., regular games 
at 7. Kitchen will be open. For details 
contact the Lodge at (724) 695-1411 or 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• SEPT. 14 .....Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138 hosts 
Polka Classics at the Lodge hall. Music 
performed from 6-10 p.m.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

by MICHAEL BROWN
Lodge 89

MIDWAY, Pa. — SNPJ Lodge 89 is hosting its 
third annual “It’s About The Warrior Foundation 
Bike Run” on Saturday, July 20. The mission of the 
foundation is to assist and empower all post-9/11 
veterans and their families from the Tri-state area.

The bike run will take off, rain or shine, 
from the SNPJ Lodge 89 Hall, 1305 Grant St., 
Bulger, PA 15019. The event will feature many 
Chinese auction items and a 50/50 drawing, as 
well as a delicious dinner upon returning to the 
Lodge 89 Hall. 

Registration will take place at Lodge 89 from 
10 to 11:30 a.m.; kickstands go up at noon. The 
donation is $20 per bike and $5 per additional 
passenger. Cars are also welcome to participate 
for a donation of $5 per passenger. Those wish-
ing to purchase the dinner only can do so for $10 
per person.

Midway Lodge 89 
July bike run will 
benefit veterans

Grkman Orchestra performing at the SNPJ Farm July 7
by JOE VALENCIC (5)
Cleveland Federation

KIRTLAND, Ohio — The Grkman fam-
ily of musicians has spread polka joy for 
more than 50 years. Join Joe Grkman, Mike 
Grkman and their orchestra in a rare per-
formance at the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland on 
Sunday, July 7, in honor of the SNPJ 115th 
anniversary. Grkmania will delight you with 
four hours of danceable polkas and waltzes 
from 3 to 7 p.m. 

You can also celebrate 80 years of the 
SNPJ Farm with the members and friends of 
the Cleveland Federation of SNPJ Lodges. A 

birthday cake and special appearances will 
mark both anniversaries. 

Savory roast beef and smoked Slovenian 
sausage dinners will be served from 2 to 4 
p.m.; sandwiches and refreshments will be 
available all day. Chef Dean’s mile-high 
bologna sandwiches will be the special of 
the day, along with homemade krofe. 

Admission is $8; children 18 and under 
are admitted free. The SNPJ Farm is located 
on Heath Road in Kirtland, off Chardon 
Road (Route 6), about three miles east of 
Route 306 and six miles west of Route 44. 
For details phone (216) 481-1379. 

The Joe Grkman Orchestra will perform at the SNPJ Farm on 
Sunday, July 7, in celebration of the SNPJ 115th anniversary.

SNPJ HERITAGE CENTER
FROM PAGE 1 

Travel at 2 p.m., and Kathy Hlad and 
Patty Candela presenting the work-
ings of the button box accordion at 4 
p.m. We’re still working to confirm 
the speaker for Sunday at 2 p.m. 

The genealogy specialists from 
the Cleveland Genealogy Society 
will be with us on Saturday from 1 
to 4 p.m. and on Sunday from noon 
to 3 p.m. in the gift shop. They will 
have lots of information about how 

to trace your roots.
We’ve added something new to 

the gift shop: a camp supplies shelf. 
While packing for Slovenefest, you 
may have forgotten something like 
a toothbrush, toothpaste or sham-
poo, so you might find it in the gift 
shop. The Heritage Center hours for 
Slovenefest are Friday from 4 to 7 
p.m., and Saturday and Sunday from 
noon to 6 p.m.

Joan and Larry Gaspersic, Ed 
Robich, Tracey Belle and I attended 

the 28th anniversary celebration 
of Slovenia’s independence at 
Cleveland City Hall on June 13. It 
was a wonderful event. The Fantje 
Vasi group sang the American and 
Slovenian national anthems, which 
gave me goosebumps as their harmo-
nies were beautiful. The Slovenian 
ambassador came from Washington, 
D.C.; committee members met him 
at the EU Open House visits. 

Joe Valencic served as the emcee, 
moving the program along. Joe is a 

tremendous speaker, and we talked 
about him coming to the SNPJ 
Heritage Center next year to pres-
ent a program during our Heritage 
Weekend. 

We also enjoyed the Kres dancers 
as an added treat. 

Following the presentations, 
a buffet of Slovenian snacks and 
desserts was presented as a fitting 
ending to a great night.

We’re looking forward to seeing 
all our friends at Slovenefest!

Heritage Center plans mini-Closer Look at Slovenia for Slovenefest

by SHARON UJCICH (665)
Association of Slovene Americans

PITTSBURGH — Ah, the sizzling 
summer has arrived! Don your sun-
glasses, sunscreen and Slovenian 
T-shirts as you gather with fellow 
Slovenes and friends at the 77th 
American-Slovene Day on Sunday, 
Aug. 4. This event will take place at 
the Syria Shriners Pavilion in Ches-
wick, Pa., where you can enjoy song, 
sausages, a smokin’ grill venue and 
malo pivo in pijače.

Come and enjoy the afternoon 
with friends. Get the day started with 

lunch, which will be available starting 
at noon, then sit back and take in the 
music of the Frank Stanger Orchestra 
and the Polka Divas from Cleveland. 
They will be playing those rousing 
polkas and smooth waltzes that will 
most certainly have people dancing. 
The music will begin on the Slovene 
stage at 1 p.m.

The SNPJ Slovenian Heritage 
Center Committee will be displaying 
their traveling Slovenian museum, as 
well as their pop-up gift shop. Browse 
beautiful treasures from Slovenia 
and select something for yourself at 

the gift shop. Plan ahead to snatch a 
unique gift for a special person too!

Slovenska klobase will be bubbling 
while Krek’s Burgers & Dogs Grill 
will be serving a few items to keep 
the appetites satisfied. Add a sweet 
treat from ladies who make the best 
homespun goods for our bake shop. 
You can indulge in krofe, strudel and 
the luscious krem šnita, that pillow of 
custard, cream and flaky pastry. These 
goodies are the best you’ll find outside 
of Slovenia! The lemonade tiki stand 
will be offering fresh lemonade and 
iced tea as well.

Bring the kids and grandkids 
along. We always have a compli-
mentary snack for them, plus there’s 
a large outdoor play gym for them to 
run and expend their energy.  

Slovene Day begins at noon and 
continues until 7 p.m.  Circle the 
date, Sunday, Aug. 4, on your calen-
dar. Pridi, vidi in vzemi. (Come, see 
and partake.) If you are Slovenian, 
this is a must-attend picnic and a 
tradition still going strong after 77 
years! Dobrodošli vsi. (Everyone is 
welcome.) Kmalu se vidimo! (See 
you soon!)

Celebrate your heritage at American-Slovene Day in August

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — We thank everybody who 
came out and participated in our very first Balina 
& Bags Weekend at the SNPJ Recreation Center 
May 31-June 1. The weather held out just long 
enough for us to finish both tournaments.

Congratulations to team This One’s for Toby, 
consisting of Patti Evanish (715), Lisa Brand (6), 
Denny Brand (6) and Jamie Evanish (715), for 
winning the balina tournament. Denny and Lisa 
were dual winners after winning the bean bag toss 
tournament later in the day.

We had such a great time that as soon as the 
bags tournament was over, there were calls for 
another... and your wish is our command! The next 
Balina & Bags Weekend will be held Aug. 2-3.

On Friday, Aug. 2, join us in the Gostilna for 
the hilarious antics of Joe Cheetah’s Game Show 
Junkies from 9 p.m. until midnight. On Saturday, 

During the inaugural Balina & Bags Weekend 
held at the SNPJ Recreation Center, team This 
One’s for Toby (from left, JAMIE and PAttI 
EVANISh, and LISA and DENNY BRAND) 
took home the balina title, while Lisa and Denny 
Brand also clenched the beanbag toss title.

Balina & Bags 
returning for a 
weekend in August

Aug. 3, get your teams ready for the balina and 
bean bag toss tournaments. All teams are welcome: 
women, men, co-ed. The cost is $5 per person for 
each tournament. We’ll follow single elimination 
format if five or more teams enter.

Food will be available for purchase during 
Balina & Bags Weekend, and the pool and Tiki 
Bar will be open. Cabins are available, so call 
the SNPJ Recreation Center at (724) 336-5180 to 
reserve yours today!
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DENISE HERRON
SNPJ Marketing Department

the phrase “American Dream” was officially coined 
almost 90 years ago. In the 1940s, the American 
Dream was about establishing stability, and that 

included a house in the suburbs, a steady job and a solid 
family unit. In the 1950s, the American Dream meant mak-
ing life easier with the latest new gadgets like a washing 
machine, vacuum cleaner or TV dinner. Advertisers con-
vinced the public that these modern conveniences were 
indispensable and soon they were in every household.

The 1960s saw more prosperity with incomes rising and 
increased consumption of goods. But in 1960, almost half 
the population was under 18, and this younger generation 
started to change the face of the American Dream. They 
pulled away from the traditional ideals of home and family, 
and movements began for freedom, peace and equality.

In the ’70s and ’80s, technology played a large role in the 
American Dream. Baby Boomers hit their highest earning 
years, but a culture that promoted excess drove people to 
spend more than they actually earned. The young people 
abandoned small-town life, and city living became popular.

In the 1990s and the 2000s, the mobile phone became 
a status symbol and the American Dream became even 
more tech-driven. Reality TV sold the idea that anyone 
could be a star, but the true reality was that middle class 
jobs were disappearing.

Nowadays, Americans seem to be divided on their view 
of the American Dream. More than half of millennials feel 
that the American Dream, as once imagined, is dead.  
The younger generation is more about saving money than 
spending money, and they’re more conscientious about 
making meaningful contributions to society and protecting 
the environment. On the other hand, the Baby Boomers 
still hold on to the American Dream of their youth since 
hard work and saving their money through the years have 
put them in a financially sound position.

SNPJ is able to support the American Dream of both 
the younger and older generations. The fact that millenni-
als want to save money is good news for SNPJ because 
we can accommodate them with two very competitive 
annuities. In addition, Baby Boomers are now at the 
point where they’re moving their retirement money into 
savings vehicles like the IRA annuity, and we can make 
the transfer from their pensions easy and painless. The 
Loyalty 8 annuity has a guaranteed first-year interest rate 
of 4.0 percent, and the Loyalty 5 is guaranteed to earn 3.5 
percent interest the first year. You can add to the annuity 
whenever you want or you can have money automatically 
withdrawn from your bank account to go directly into your 
SNPJ annuity. You will be free to pursue your own idea of 
the American Dream while your money safely grows with 
SNPJ in a Loyalty 8 or Loyalty 5.
• Thought for the Month — The Ameri-

can Dream is the dream of a land in 
which life should be better and richer 
and fuller for everyone, with opportunity 
for each according to ability or achieve-
ment.

James Truslow Adams

A changing dream

Slovenia will name the
WASP-38b exoplanet
LJUBLJANA (STA) — As part of a 
campaign promoting astronomy, held 
during the 100th anniversary of the In-
ternational Astronomical Union (IAU), 
Slovenia will have the honor of desig-
nating the popular names for exoplanet 
WASP-38b and its corresponding star, 
WASP-38, in the Hercules constellation. 
Proposals for the names will be accepted 
through the end of October.

Running worldwide under the slo-
gan “100 Years Under One Sky,” the 
NameExoWorlds campaign in Slovenia 
will designate a name for the exoplanet 
and its star, located 446 light years 
from Earth. Announcing the news, the 
v Vesolje astronomy website noted that 
more than 70 countries were participating 
in the campaign.

The IAU, which is responsible for 
officially naming astronomical objects, 
launched the campaign for the first time 
in 2015 to name 19 exoplanets. This 
year’s competition is somewhat different 
since it emphasizes interna tional con-
nectivity and joint effort to learn about 
the universe, according to the website.

The organization has decided to assign 
a planetary system, an exoplanet and its 
star, to each participating coun try. Each 
of the assigned stars is observable from 
the respective country, even with a small 
telescope. The v Vesolje website will be 
collecting proposals for the name, which 
will be used in addition to the scientific 
name. The selected name will be an-
nounced in mid-November.

The Slovenian astronomy magazine 
Spika has launched a competition for 
amateur astronomers who will be col-
lecting photographs of the WASP-38 
star and the light curve of the WASP-38b 
exoplanet.

The IAU is an international orga-
nization associating more than 13,500 
professional astronomers from more than 
100 countries. The association promotes 
astronomy in all its aspects, including 
research, communication, educa tion and 
development.

Financial literacy lacking 
among 25-34 year olds
LJUBLJANA (STA) — The results of a 
recent survey indicate that the financial 
literacy index among Slove nians is 14.5 
on a scale from zero to 21. What stands 
out is that the population group between 
the ages of 25 to 34 has a relatively poor 
knowledge of finances.

The survey was conducted by the 
Slovenian Insurance Association and 
the results were presented in Ljubljana 
in early June by association representa-
tive Maja Krumberger.

“Despite financial literacy not be-
ing exceptionally low in Slovenia on a 
European scale, we’re seeking a system-
atic promotion of financial literacy in 
Slovenia,” Krumberger said. Many 
organizations and public institutions in 
Slovenia are active in this field, but their 
work is not fully coordinated, according 
to Krumberger.

“We want to encourage discussion 
on further development of the national 
financial literacy program. Introduc ing 
financial education in school curricula 
should be considered so that it reaches 
the entire population,” she added. Krum-
berger stressed that financial literacy 
was one of the key skills needed to help 
an individual make financial decisions.

In the online survey conducted among 
more than a thousand people between the 
ages of 15 and 75, a third of the respon-
dents said they had appropriately taken 
care of their financial security for retire-
ment. Older respon dents were much more 
critical of their financial knowledge, but 
the survey also indicated that the 65 to 
75 age group showed the highest level 
of financial literacy.

Nearly 86 percent of those polled 
responded that they keep tabs on their 
expenses and income, but the number 
of those who regularly record all of their 
expenses was much lower, at 38 percent.

A study of Slovenian 
painting on art market
LJUBLJANA (STA) — The study (a 
preliminary work done in preparation 
for a finished piece) of Slove nian painter 
Ivana Kobilca’s well-known painting 
Kofetarica (Coffee madam) has been put 
on sale by a private collector through the 
Koper Ex Arte gallery. The study does 
not bear a signature, but a number of 
experts have confirmed that the work 
does indeed belong to the most prominent 

Slovenian female painter.
The study was displayed at the gallery 

in May and showcased in Koper through 
the middle of June. Later in June the study 
moved to the Ljubljana Ex Arte gallery.

Gallery representatives said that a 
number of serious bids had already been 
received. However, the gallery isn’t in-
terested in selling the study to national 
galleries or companies since that usually 
results in works of art disap pearing from 
the market.

According to gallery spokesman Boris 
Žbona, “The study was made in 1888 and 
was owned by the painter and her heirs 
for a hundred years. The heirs then sold 
it to a rich Slovenian collector, who later 
sold it to another [collector], and so the 
work has been put on sale for the third 
time in 30 years.”

Asked about the price, Žbona said 
that the study was in a good condition 
and could be sold above the asking 
price of EUR 100,000 ($112,000) if the 
“country’s national pride plays a part 
in the sale.”

One of the experts has described 
the 27 x 20 centimeter (approximately 
10.5 x 8 inch) study as an oil board 
painting bearing no signature. On its 
reverse there are a couple of seals of a 
board manufacturer and salesman from 
Munich, including a notation that reads 
70 German marks, which was probably 
the price of the board in 1888.

Kobilca was particularly fond of 
Kofetarica and did not wish to sell it, 
leaving it to her niece after her death.

Barbara Jaki, the director of the Na-
tional Gallery in Ljubljana, explained that 
the gallery would not bid for the painting 
due to its asking price, but added that 
such a work was an important part of 
the country’s cultural heri tage.

New museum focuses 
on Yugoslav smuggling
NOVA GORICA (STA) — A museum 
taking visitors back to the time of the 
former Yugoslavia, when people came 
up with all kinds of ingenious ways to 
smuggle goods across the border as a 
means of improving their standard of 
living, opened in a small village near 
Nova Gorica in mid-May as part of the 
Museum on the Border project.

Goods that were plentiful in Yugo-
slavia, like eggs, meat, butter and liquor, 
were smuggled into Italy; and Slo venians 
mostly received “imports” of, among 
other things, better-quality Italian cof-
fee, pepper, rice and laundry detergent.

What started out as a means of pro-
curing essential items boomed after the 
mid-1960s as the increased purchas ing 
power of the Yugoslavs aided the devel-
opment of “shopping tourism.”

Because a special permit was required 
to transport certain items across the bor-
der, smugglers would stash contra band 
in or under their clothes, in cars and bi-
cycles – in short, anywhere they thought 
customs officers wouldn’t search.

Their resourcefulness at a time when 
smuggling was ever-present is now the 
subject of a permanent exhibition at the 
Museum of Smuggling. Older visitors 
will have experienced the smuggling 
activity first-hand, while young er visi-
tors will be able to get a feel for it in the 
museum’s escape room.

The Museum of Smuggling is the 
latest addition to a project meant to 
showcase various aspects of life on the 
Slovenian-Italian border, joining the 
train station museum in Nova Gorica, 
the military watchtower in Vrtojba, and 
the Miren Museum collection housed in 
the Miren cemetery. In the future, all four 
museums will be con nected by a biking 
and walking trail.

Textile recycling demo 
lab set up in Maribor
MARIBOR (STA) — The Univer-
sity of Maribor, in cooperation with the 
Tekstina company and the Insti tute for 
Environmental Protection and Sensors 
(IOS), has set up a demonstration lab 
for chemical textile recy cling which has 
already caught the eye of sportswear gi-
ants Adidas, Nike and Decathlon.

The lab was developed as part of 
the European project Resyntex, which 
is helping develop technology for the 
recycling of low-quality textiles that 
are usually slated for incineration or 
waste repositories. Resyntex involves 20 
partners, including the three Slovenian 

partners that have launched the recycling 
line in Maribor. The partners see the 
recycling project as a means to obtain 
secondary resources from various types 
of waste, not only tex tiles.

“In June we [were] mainly offering 
the service to project partners, but as 
of July 1, the line will be available to 
all who wish to operate sustainably,” 
said IOS director and Maribor Faculty 
of Engineering professor Alek sandra 
Lobnik. “We’ve been engaged in many 
discussions, but no contracts have been 
signed yet,” Lobnik said, noting that 
many textile companies had committed 
themselves to sustainable development 
and would now also be bound to recycling 
though legislation.

The lab allows the textiles to be broken 
down into basic chemicals. Cellulose, for 
instance, is used to obtain glucose and 
thereby bioethanol, an energy source; 
wool is composed of proteins that can be 
utilized in place of toxic formaldehyde 
used in wood-based panels; and synthetic 
fibers can be used to obtain fresh fibers 
for new textile or plastic products.

The total amount of waste textiles in 
the EU is estimated at 16 million tons an-
nually, and “waste that now means costs 
can become profitable,” Lobnik said. 
“What we have in Maribor is only a demo 
lab, which allows an optimization of the 
process so that an industrial facility can be 
built later,” Lobnik continued, explaining 
that such facilities could process several 
tons of textile waste per day.

“Textiles aren’t the only problem; 
there are large amounts of other waste, 
which is why we are already devel oping 
technologies designed to include the 
decomposition of other types of plastics 
and materials,” Lobnik said.

Medieval burial ground 
unearthed in Pomurje
TIšINA (STA) — A team of archaeolo-
gists from the Pomurje Museum recently 
discovered a medieval burial ground in 
Tišina, the first of its kind in the north-
eastern Pomurje region. Some 50 graves 
have been iden tified, although the team 
estimates there to be several hundred.

The most important artifacts found in 
the graves include various types of female 
jewelry, mostly headdresses and rings. 
Team leader Samo Sankovič said these 
pieces dated to the time of the Bijelo 
Brdo Culture, those who inhabited the 
Pannonian Plain between the 10th and 
12th centuries.

The discovery of this burial ground 
shifts the beginning of medieval his-
tory for Tišina, a town first mentioned 
in written records in 1347, back by at 
least 300 years.

Experts conducting geophysical 
research in the local church believe that 
an even older church, dating back to 
the time of the burial ground, could be 
hidden beneath it. Both medieval and 
modern graves were discovered last year 
along the northern and southern walls 
of the Parish Church of Mary’s Birth. 
Excavations are currently underway 
some 30 to 50 meters (100 to 165 feet) 
north of the church.

Metka Fujs, the director of the 
Pomurje Museum, noted that over the 
past 20 years archaeologists have been 
making ground-breaking discoveries. 
“Exceptional findings from all historical 
eras, from prehistoric times to the Middle 
Ages, have piqued the general public’s 
curiosity,” he said.

Two Slovenians are 
button box champions
VIENNA, Austria (STA) — Slovenian 
Danaja Grebenc won the Junior Dia-
tonic Accordion (aka button box) World 
Championship, while fellow countryman 
Anze Krevh was crowned champion 
among adult accor dion players. The in-
ternational competition was held in early 
June in Austria, hosted by the Austrian 
Accordion Association (HVO).

Grebenc, from Dravograd, and 
Krevh, from Lovrenc na Pohorju, have 
thus brought both titles to Slovenia in 
a historic achievement: winning both 
categories.

A record number of 16 Slovenian ac-
cordionists performed in the competition. 
Apart from the Slovenians, the event also 
included competitors from Hungary, 
Austria, Norway, Slovakia, Italy, the 
Czech Republic, Germany and Ukraine. 
The panel of judges featured acclaimed 
diatonic accordion experts. The next 
Diatonic Accordion World Champion-
ships will be held in Slovenia in 2021.
The articles comprising this feature have been 
reprinted with permission from the Slovenian 
Press Agency (STA).

for more information contact:
M. Magister  •  (412) 427-5261

A. Železnik Menges 
keys of C, F, B

Like New
Two Strap • Hard Case

$1,500

Železnik
keys of C, F, B

Like New • Ideal for Female/Teen
Two Strap • Hard Case

$1,000

For Sale

vintage Lubas (keys of G, C, F, B)
Rivoli Piano Accordion (model R342)

Also AvAilAble:
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PRoSvETA Crossword
State Capitals (#0719) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. Hindu sage or a tea brand
6. Plant production
9. Big first for a baby
13. *#2 Down native
14. Mutt
15. Doggy
16. Newbery Medal, e.g.
17. Back then
18. Alternative spelling of although
19. *The Great Lake State capital
21. *Capital named after 
 4th president
23. Color quality
24. Type of soda pop
25. British news broadcaster
28. Maître d’s list
30. Occupied oneself
35. Pearl Harbor island
37. Popular movie candy
39. Little one
40. Bodily disorders
41. *No witches in this
 state’s capital
43. Capital on the Dnieper
44. Dipping tobacco brand
46. Love-____ relationship
47. Main Web page
48. Attractive to look at
50. Your majesty
52. Sea to a Spaniard
53. Duds

55. Filling station filler
57. *Capital named for Sir Walter
61. *State with the smallest
 capital by population
65. 007, e.g.
66. Keats’ poem
68. Metric unit of capacity
69. Set in motion
70. Break a commandment
71. Ann B. Davis on 
 “The Brady Bunch”
72. Sound warning
73. “Ideas worth spreading”
 online talk
74. Bothersome

DOWN
1. Unit of money in Iran
2. *Des Moines state
3. Ugly Duckling, eventually
4. Like Siberian winters
5. In on periodic table
6. Slang for heroin
7. Leo mo.
8. Movie trailer, e.g.
9. More than one solo
10. Tater pieces
11. Audio bounce-back
12. Sound unit
15. Exotic furniture wood
20. Must-haves
22. Priestly garb

24. Oldsmobile model
25. *The Gem State capital
26. Uncooperative, like a mule
27. Actress Sevigny
29. Biblical captain
31. Punjabi believer
32. “Kick the bucket,” e.g.
33. a.k.a. dropsy
34. *Founded by William Penn
36. Sky defender
38. Search for Extraterrestrial
 Intelligence, acr.
42. Get together, like AOL
 and Time Warner
45. Lute player
49. Yule treat
51. Same as earflap
54. White-sheeted apparition
56. Upside down frown
57. Poison ivy symptom
58. Type of sax
59. Pinocchio, e.g.
60. Garner wages
61. Offer ware
62. Elevator inventor
63. Adam’s apple spot
64. 3-point shot
67. *Motto heard in Concord:
 “Live Free or ____”

The solution to puzzle #0719 will 
run in the Aug. 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media

by Cerkvena Miš
Lodge 321

WARREN, Ohio — Rain, 
rain, go away! We were lucky; 
it didn’t rain at all during the 
Lodge 321 picnic. 

All of my girls were there, 
even though Evalyn and her 
dad, John, came late. Evalyn 

had another function to attend 
(that’s my little social butter-
fly), but at least they were there.

Fred was in charge of the 
main dish, and he got a little 
help from Bob Evans with the 
chicken. My girls definitely 
did not let me down. Joy made 
Slovenian-style potato salad 

and beans, and Gail had a 
vegetable tray with some really 
good dip.

Lillian and Evalyn did 
gymnastics and swung on 
the swing set, giggling all the 
while, which made me smile.  
John and Kelley shared with 
everyone their adventures with 

the girls from when they went 
to California.

It was a wonderful after-
noon, full of food, laughter 
and love. But I must nap now. 

So until the fall picnic, 
which will start at 2 p.m. on 
Aug. 11, I will say I hope to see 
you all then... and lahko noč!

Lodge 321 members greet spring with a June picnic

by CHRIS BACNIK
Lodge 142 Secretary 

KIRTLAND, Ohio — Bring 
your family out to the SNPJ 
Farm in Kirtland on Sunday, 
July 21, for an afternoon 
picnic while enjoying polka 
music performed by the Bobby 
Kravos Band from 3 to 7 p.m.  

Food options for purchase 
include Slovenian sausage and 
roast beef sandwiches. Free 
hot dogs will be available for 
the kids.

Challenge your family and 
friends to a game of balina. 
There will also be children’s 
games and prizes.

Join us for a fun day and 
check out our drawing for a 
booze cooler, valued at ap-
proximately $500. Tickets 
for the cooler drawing will 
be available for $5 each, or 
purchase four tickets for $20 
and receive a fifth ticket free. 
A 50/50 drawing and Chinese 

auction will also be offered.
The gates open at 1 p.m., the 

kitchen begins serving meals at 
2, and the band will start at 3.

Contact Lodge 142 Secre-
tary Chris Bacnik with ques-
tions and donations by sending 
an e-mail to snpjlodge142@
gmail.com.

Relax, then try your luck at the Lodge 142 picnic

by FRANK ROTE
Lodge 723

FONTANA, Calif. — An-
other year is rolling by, and 
coming up over Labor Day 
weekend the Fontana Slovene 
Hall and SNPJ Sunkist Lodge 
723 will be sponsoring their 
fifth All-Accordion Festival. 
This event will be held at the 
Fontana Slovene Hall, 8425 
Cypress Ave., on Saturday, 
Aug. 31, and Sunday, Sept. 1.

As the name suggests, the 

weekend event will celebrate 
the sounds of the accordion, 
whether it’s the popular piano 
accordion, diatonic or chro-
matic button box accordion, 
or any other type of “squeeze 
box.” I have to say that the ac-
cordion is typically the lead 
instrument of both American 
and Slovenian polka bands, and 
in the music from our beloved 
Slovenia.

We invite one and all to this 
event. It’s time to make your 

plans to join us and your friends 
for an entertaining weekend. 
The entertainment will run 
from 1 to 9 p.m. both Saturday 
and Sunday. Admission is $15 
per person, per day; guests age 
16 and under are admitted free.

Once again, performers 
will have a 20-minute slot to 
perform on stage, and a PA 
system will be provided. Those 
wishing to perform should 
contact Frank Rote at (909) 
987-8714. Frank is developing 

the performance schedule, and 
the slots will be filled on a first-
come, first-served basis. As in 
the past, there is no monetary 
compensation for performing. 

We are also seeking side-
men to donate their services 
as backup for the performers, 
drummers and bass players, in 
particular. Other instrumental-
ists are welcome as well, and 
we welcome anyone wishing 
to volunteer for tasks such as 
admissions and drawing ticket 

sales.
As part of this year’s pro-

gram lineup, the Gruber 
Family Band from Northern 
California will be featured 
on Saturday and Sunday for 
two two-hour slots. They al-
ways put on a great show as 
entertainers and play a great 
variety of music. Toni, Peter, 
Martin and Michael will keep 
the polka beat!

Eric Wood and his crew 
promise to keep the kitchen 

open to satisfy your appetite 
with delicious Slovenian and 
American food for purchase. 
Our bar is well stocked with 
a fine choice of beverages for 
purchase as well.

So now it’s up to you! You 
won’t find a weekend like this 
anywhere else on the West 
Coast, so make plans to be with 
us over Labor Day weekend. 
For more information contact 
Eric or John Wood at (909) 
823-1953.

Squeeze boxes the focus of the fifth All-Accordion Festival in Fontana

The SNPJ Farm
2019 dance Schedule

July 4 Holiday dance  1 to 7
  Del Sinchak and Ed Klancnik & Friends
July 7 Cleveland Federation Picnic  3 to 7
  Joe Grkman Orchestra
July 21 Mirni Raj Lodge 142 Picnic  3 to 7
  Wayne Tomsic Orchestra

Aug. 4 Utopians Lodge 604 Picnic  3 to 7
  Joey Tomsick Orchestra
Aug. 11 v-Boj Lodge 53 Picnic  3 to 7
  Jeff Pecon Orchestra
Aug. 18 Spartans Lodge 576 Picnic  3 to 7
  Patty C & The Good Ole Boys
Aug. 25 CAL Spaghetti dinner  3 to 7
  KTB Band

Sept. 2 Holiday dance  1 to 7
  Eddie Rodick and Frank Stanger bands
Sept. 8 SNPJ Ladies Auxiliary
  Goulash & Polenta dinner  3 to 7
  Jeff Pecon Orchestra
Sept. 11 Polka Hall of Fame Picnic  noon to 8
  Slovenian Sausage Festival
Sept. 15 Eddie Rodick: 50 Years of Music 1 to 8
  Eddie Rodick, Don Wojtila, Frank Stanger,
  Klancnik & Friends, Ron Likovic

Gates open at 1 p.m. Dinners served every Sunday 
starting at 2 p.m. Sunday music and dancing from 3 to 
7 p.m. Sunday picnic admission is $8 per person. For 
additional information visit www.snpjfarmkirtland.com.

SNPJ Farm, 10946 Heath Road, Kirtland, ohio
off Chardon Road (Route 6), three miles east of Route 306
For information phone (440) 256-3423 or (440) 461-6476

by RICK GORJUP (158)
Tournament Secretary

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. 
— The 83rd SNPJ National 
Bowling Tournament, held at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center 
the weekend of May 3-5, was 
a huge success. All who at-
tended – starting on Friday 
night in the Gostilna and 
continuing all the way through 
the Sunday team events – had 
a super time!

On Friday night, the Gos-

tilna provided an evening of 
great fun and laughter. Joe 
Cheetah’s Game Show Junk-
ies was a winner for all who 
participated, and even those 
who just sat by and watched.

The tournament started 
on Saturday morning with 
over 70 bowlers competing in 
doubles and singles events. Two 
participants, Nick Verch and  
R.J. Likovic, were even lucky 
enough to win new bowling 
balls. Everyone had a great 

time and enjoyed the pizza 
lunch that was provided.

The Gostilna on Saturday 
night was filled with a crowd of 
people enjoying the Kentucky 
Derby (we liked all the ladies 
and their hats!) and the music 
provided by the KTB Band. 
Kim, Terry and Brian played 
a few sets of great songs, and 
everyone enjoyed it.

On Sunday, the team event 
finished the tournament, and 
all bowlers seemed to have 

survived Saturday night in the 
Gostilna. The lucky bowling 
ball winner on Sunday was 
Marty Blake.

A big thank you to all of 
our tournament volunteers, 
including Linda Gorjup, Donna 
Sebusch, Brad Stroth, Ashley 
Vaccaro, Karen Novak, Sammi 
Likovic, Kristina Dennis, 
Christian Thomey and Toni 
Thomey. We look forward 
to your participation in May 
2020!

A busy weekend for the 83rd SNPJ National Bowl

by JOE VALENCIC
Lodge 5 Vice President

KIRTLAND, Ohio — Enjoy 
polka music at its finest as the 
Don Wojtila Orchestra and 
Kathy Hlad take the stage at 
the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland 
for a Polka Mass and dance on 
Sunday, July 28. Both Kathy 
and Don are Polka Hall of Fame 
legends who always delight 
dancers and fans with their 
Cleveland-style entertainment.

Kathy Hlad & Friends will 
welcome you with the Polka 
Mass at 1 p.m. The Polka Mass 
brings a new dimension to wor-
ship with hymns set to favorite 

DON WOJtILA and his
orchestra will be performing 
at the SNPJ Farm on July 28.

Lodge 5 bringing Polka Hall of Famers to the Farm
polka and waltz melodies 
performed on the button box. 
Fr. Norm Gajdzinski, pastor 
emeritus of St. Therese in 
Garfield Heights, Ohio, will 
join Kathy for this unique ex-
pression of faith, based upon 
Slovenian-American musical 
traditions.  

The Don Wojtila Orchestra 
is a longtime favorite with their 
rollicking, fun-filled take on 
polkas that make you want to 
get up and dance. Accordionist 
Don Wojtila has revitalized the 
classic Cleveland-style sound 
with the music of his youth: 
rock ’n roll, pop, country, and 

even Broadway tunes. The 
result is one the most versatile 
bands on the polka scene. Don 
and his orchestra will perform 
from 3 to 7 p.m.

Dinners and sandwiches 
will be served starting at 2 
p.m., with your choice of 
smoked Slovenian sausage or 
home-style roast beef. Admis-
sion is $8 per person; those 18 
and under are admitted free 
of charge. Your hosts are the 
members and friends of SNPJ 
Lodge 5. Phone (216) 481-1379 
for more information.

The SNPJ Farm is on Heath 
Road in Kirtland, off Chardon 

Road (Route 6), three miles 
east of Route 306 and six miles 
west of State Route 44.

SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
Your loyalty with SNPJ is now being rewarded! 

Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
and open your new SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

* No fees attached to either Loyalty Annuity
* Rates not guaranteed after the first year

* 2.0% guaranteed minimum
* IRAs/Roth IRA /non-qualified eligible

4.25% Loyalty 8 Annuity
8-year surrender period

4.25% first-year guarantee rate 
for conversions of existing 

SNPJ annuities
4.0% first-year guarantee rate

for new money
3.25% in years two through eight

3.0% in year nine and after

3.75% Loyalty 5 Annuity
5-year surrender period

3.75% first-year guarantee rate 
for conversions of existing 

SNPJ annuities
3.5% first-year guarantee rate

for new money
3.0% in year two and after

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org
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75th SNPJ National Golf Tournament
at Black Hawk Golf Course

644 Blackhawk Rd., Beaver Falls, PA 15010
Phone: (724) 843-5512

Saturday, Aug. 31, 2019
8 a.m. Shotgun Start

Entry fees for team and individual events are $67 per member. 
For individual event only, entry fee is $62 per member.

Entry fee includes greens fees, golf cart, prize fund, 
lunch at the turn, a golfer’s meal in the dining room at the 

SNPJ Recreation Center, and a drawing ticket for giveaways.

Return this form, along with entry fees, to:
Slovene National Benefit Society

247 West Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126 
Phone: 1-800-843-7675

Make checks payable to SNPJ
ENTRY DEADLINE IS AUGUST 23, 2019

The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament
rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department,

247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.
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Individual Event
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Lodge No.Name

Team Event

by JERRY TROHA
Lodge 581 Secretary/Treasurer

ST. MARYS, Pa. — The 
Lodge 581 second quarterly 
meeting was held in June at 
the St. Marys Moose Club 
with President Marcia Klancer 
Bleggi presiding.

Correspondence was read 
from SNPJ Region 1 Vice 
President Ken Zakraysek and 
National Secretary Karen Pin-
tar. Active member totals are 
now 326 with 34 youth mem-
bers; no new Lodge members 
were reported. Get well wishes 
were extended to Judy Koza, 
wife of member Dan Koza of 
Kane, Pa.

Congratulations to 50-year 
members Alan Kogoy of Ha-

nover Twp., Pa., and Kathryn 
Hansen of Reading, Pa.; and to 
70-year member Ruth Clarke 
of Columbus, Ohio.

Plans are underway for a 
Lodge 581 joint picnic with 
the North Central Pennsylvania 
Slovenian Polka Boosters. The 
picnic is planned Aug. 18 from 
2 to 6 p.m. at the Johnsonburg, 
Pa., fire hall featuring the Dick 
Tady Orchestra. More details 
will follow.

Lodge 581 members John 
Moore and Jerry Troha, along 
with the Friday Niters John 
Odonish and Bruno Genevro, 
entertained a large group at 
the Kersey, Pa., Senior Center, 
performing some good, old-
time accordion tunes.

Lodge 581 will be featured 
on a parade float, along with 
the Friday Niters group, in 
the Brockway, Pa., 4th of July 
Celebration Parade which 
starts at 6 p.m.

The Lodge 581 third quar-
terly meeting will be held Aug. 
11 at the St. Marys Moose Club.

The following Slovenian 
Polka Booster dances will be 
held from 2 to 5 p.m.: July 14 
featuring the Vagabonds at 
Wildwood Bar and Grill in St. 
Marys, and July 28 featuring 
the Bob Kravos Band at the 
Ridgway, Pa., Eagles Club.   

Tickets are presently avail-
able for the North Central 
Slovenian Polka Boosters 
30th anniversary celebration, 

scheduled Oct. 13 from 2 to 6 
p.m. at the Johnsonburg, Pa., 
fire hall. Squeezebox with 
Mollie B. and Ted Lange will 
entertain.

The Karl Lukitsch Band 
will perform July 21 at John 
Berne’s Maple Inn, Rt. 46 in 
Crosby, Pa., from 2 to 5 p.m.  
Meals will be served  starting 
at 1:30.  The meal is included 
in the admission fee.

For additional information 
on the Slovenian Polka Boost-
ers, call Pat Moore at (814) 
837-9218 or e-mail moorski@
verizon.net. For additional in-
formation on SNPJ Lodge 581,  
call Jerry Troha at (814) 781-
6978 or e-mail jerometroha@
gmail.com.

Lodge 581 taking part in local July 4 festivitiesANNOUNCE IT

A 100th celebration for
47-year Lodge secretary
CLEVELAND — Sis. 
Julia Demshar Sus-
tersic, a member of 
SNPJ Lodge 257, was 
born April 21, 1919, the 
day after Easter, and 
celebrated her 100th 
birthday on Easter Sun-
day 2019.

Sis. Sustersic’s par-
ents came to the United 
States from Slovenia in 
the early 1900s, settling 
in Cleveland on W. 61 
St. and Denison Ave. 
She was the third of five 
children. 

Julie, as everyone 
called her, attended 
West Tech High School and dreamed of going to college 
to become a teacher. The Depression changed those plans, 
and she quit school in the 11th grade to work in order to 
help her family. She married Frank Sustersic, a son of 
Slovenian immigrants, in 1940. Their family expanded 
with three daughters, three grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren.

Julie and Frank loved to dance and would spend their 
summer Sunday afternoons polka dancing at the SNPJ 
Farm in Kirtland, Ohio. After Frank’s passing in 1994, 
Julie continued to enjoy the Friday night polka dances at 
the West Park Slovenian Home. Her other love was baking, 
especially potica. She gave them to friends as gifts, and 
also baked potica with other Lodge members to sell as a 
fund-raiser during Easter.

Sis. Sustersic joined SNPJ as a member of the former 
Lodge 135. She began her longtime service with the former 
Lodge 544 as treasurer in 1958, then served as Lodge secre-
tary for 47 years until its merger with Lodge 257. She was 
an active member of the Denison Slovenian Home until it 
was sold, then joined the West Park Slovenian Home. She 
was also a member of Circle 77 and AMLA Lodge 26. At 
her 100th birthday party, representatives from Lodge 257 
recognized her longtime membership and service by pre-
senting her with a check and a framed certificate.

Lodge 257 member Sis. JULIA 
SUStERSIC celebrated her 
100th birthday on April 21, 2019.

by TINA RIGLER 
Lodge 449 Secretary/Treasurer

CICERO, Ill. — Cicero 
Neighbors Lodge 449 mem-
bers gathered at the Father’s 
Day picnic held June 16 at the 
Slovenian Catholic Center in 
Lemont, Ill. The picnic was 
held indoors due to all the 
rain.  Even though it was an 
indoor picnic, it was a nice 
event offering good food 
and good music, with Vince 
Rigler on button box and 
vocals, and Justin Rigler on 
the drums.

Following the picnic, a 
meeting was conducted by 
Lodge President Vince Rigler. 
Four officers and members 
attended via phone call; the 
only officer unable to attend 
the meeting was Robert Rigler 
who was out of town.  

This was the first time we 
attempted to conduct a meeting 
with telephone attendance, and 
it worked out very well since 
we were able to get input from 
members who otherwise would 
have been unable to make it to 
the meeting.

During the meeting, Sec-
retary Tina Rigler read all 
communications received from 
the Home Office and presented 
the financial report.

A discussion was held re-
garding the Federation-spon-
sored Memorial Day services 
at the end of May. Lodge 449 
members Edward Dabrowski 
and Vince Rigler participated 
in the program. Lodge young 
adult members Justin, Robert 
and Jason Rigler volunteered 
to be part of the color guard 
and conducted a flag ceremony.

Many Lodge 449 members 
will be attending this year’s 
Slovenefest. Members ap-
proved the purchase of tickets 
for the Chicago Federation 
dinner dance which will be 
held Aug. 18 at the Slovenian 
Catholic Center. The tickets 
will be distributed to Lodge 
members.

Young adult members Mer-
edith Maresh, Elena Maresh, 
Shane Miller and Jason Rigler 
attended the SNPJ Young Adult 
Conference and got back in 
town just in time to attend the 
meeting. Meredith Maresh, 
who served as conference 
chairperson and coordinated 
the service project, gave a re-
port on the conference.  This 
was a meeting year, so there 
were several speakers on the 
agenda.  

She informed us that there 
was a great response to the 
service project, and that the 
young adults filled more than 
20 baskets with items to be 
donated to Ronald McDonald 
House families. The other an-
nual service project conducted 
by the young adults is a cleanup 
of the highway near the SNPJ 
Recreation Center.  

Congratulations to Jason 
Rigler who was selected as Mr. 
SNPJ this year. (Mr. SNPJ is 
an informal contest held among 
the young adult delegates 
during their evening activity.)  
The young adult members also 
reported that they made strudel 
and enjoyed it as their dessert, 
and participated in a bean bag 
toss tournament.

The next Lodge 449 meet-
ing will be held Sept. 15.

Phone conference an aid to Lodge 449 meeting

SNPJ National Balina Tournament
Saturday & Sunday, Aug. 31-Sept. 1, 2019

at the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Lodge NumberName

$20 per team entry fee for men’s and women’s competition.
ENTRY DEADLINE is August 23, 2019
Return this form, along with entry fees, to:

Slovene National Benefit Society
Att’n.: National Balina Tournament

247 West Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126 
Phone: 1-800-843-7675

Make checks payable to SNPJ
The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament

rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department,
247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

Team name _____________________________________
Team captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

SNPJ National Bean Bag Toss Tournament
Sunday, Sept. 1, 2019, starting at 3 p.m.

at the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa.

1.

2.

1.

2.

Lodge No.Name

Entry Fee: $10 per two-man team
Return this form, along with entry fees, to:

Slovene National Benefit Society
Att’n.: National Bean Bag Toss Tournament

247 West Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126 
Phone: 1-800-843-7675

Make checks payable to SNPJ
The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament

rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department,
247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

Team 1 captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

Team 2 captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

(Team 1 captain)

(Team 2 captain)

Select Entry Division:
 Men’s/Co-ed Women’s

2019 SNPJ Lodge 138/W. Pa. Golf Tournament Results
Tournament played June 8, 2019, at Rolling Green Golf Course, Eighty-Four, Pa.
Men: Members
Name Lodge Score Prize
*Dave Belfiore 138 78 $80
**Daren Fetcko 138 69 $80
**John Wagner 138 69 $80
Bob Mavrich 138 76 $65
Jerry Kelly 138 77 $55
Tim Mavrich 138 77 $55
Andrew Malletta 138 77 $55
Ron Tkach 138 78 $45
Mark Bordenick 138 79 $35

Jeff Herforth 138 79 $35
Ryan Brumbaugh 138 80 $20
Joe Graff 138 80 $20
Jordan Mangione 138 80 $20
Don O’Neil 138 81 $10
A.J. Wargo 138 81 $10

Women: Members
Name Lodge Score Prize
*Sara Taylor 138 87 $40
**Jen Fetcko 138 77 $40

Men: Guests
Name  Score Prize
*Braxton Steadman  73 $70
Steve Hornyack  75 $50
Stan  77 $40
Bob Alvarez  78 $30
Bobby  79 $20
Tim Lyda  79 $20
Larry Sayre  79 $20

*Indicates Scratch Champion
**Indicates Net Champion

Name Lodge Score Prize

by GERRI TREBETS
Lodge 604 Secretary

KIRTLAND, Ohio — It’s been 
some time since Utopians Lodge 604 
held a barbecue at the SNPJ Farm 
in Kirtland, so here’s your chance 
to enjoy some great outdoor cook-
ing. We have engaged the services 
of Al “Big Al” Vilcheck to man the 
grills. He has won various awards in 
the Cleveland area for his delicious 
barbecues and has also cooked at the 
Farm at various times.

We will be serving brisket/chicken 
combo dinners with three different 
dipping sauces, Al’s famous coleslaw 
(his mom’s special recipe), baked 
beans, a roll, krofe and coffee. Slove-
nian sausage, hot dogs and sauerkraut 
will also be available, as well as apple 
and cheese strudel, donuts and loaves 

of bread.
The cost of the barbecue dinners 

will be $15 per person. Ally Perdan 
will be putting this information on 
Eventbrite, an event management 
and ticketing website, so you can 
purchase and print your tickets be-
forehand. If you’d like to purchase 
tickets through Eventbrite, please visit 
www.eventbrite.com/e/southern-bbq-
tickets-58038381361. If you prefer, 
you can purchase tickets at the gate. 
For this day – and this event only – 
there will be no gate fee.

Seeing as our theme is country/
western, why not wear something to 
tie in with this? Of course, this dress 
code is optional. In addition, we will 
be holding a 50/50 drawing that will 
benefit the Parkinson’s Foundation, 
an organization near and dear to 

the Perdan family. They have been 
instrumental in many fund-raisers to 
benefit the foundation. Ed Trebets 
will be selling his Muddy Paws wine 
with a portion of the proceeds going to 
the Geauga Humane Society. We are 
excited about giving to these worth-
while organizations.

The Joey Tomsick Orchestra will 
be playing tunes for your listening and 
dancing pleasure. He has a way of get-
ting you on your feet or just listening, 
singing and tapping your toes. Joey 
plays regularly at the Hofbrau Haus 
with the Shotski’s. 

We sure hope you’ll circle this date 
on your calendar and join us. We as-
sure you a great time is in store! The 
Farm also has a beautiful playground 
for the kids, balinca courts, beanbag 
toss and horseshoes. We encourage 

you to tell your friends, family and 
neighbors about the barbecue. It will 
truly be a fun-filled afternoon.

Our first activity of the year was the 
Spring Pancake & Sausage Breakfast 
on May 19. While many Lodge 604 
members were on vacation, Karen 
Spehar her and friend, Loren, came 
out to enjoy the delicious breakfast, 
as did Stefi Somrack, her husband 
Al, and myself. It was an absolutely 
beautiful morning, and I hope every-
one enjoyed themselves.

Ally Perdan enjoyed a cruise to 
the western Caribbean the week of 
April 7 with her friends. Then, from 
May 16-18, Ally, her mom Pam Dirk 
and Rudy Perdan went to a bowling 
tournament in Las Vegas. From the 
pictures Ally posted on Facebook, 
it looked like they had a great time! 

I love that place! I hope they came 
home with some “dough.” More of 
the Perdan travels included a trip to 
New York  the weekend of June 8 to 
visit daughter Beth and to celebrate 
the  Confirmation of  granddaughter 
Molly, while Emi attended her high 
school ball and looked absolutely 
stunning. The Perdan family is also 
planning a trip to Slovenia in the near 
future. Enjoy and take lots of pictures! 
Quite a busy family, I would say.

If you have any questions regarding 
our upcoming picnic, feel free to con-
tact Gerri Trebets at (440) 951-9611.

I hope everyone is enjoying the 
warm weather, which took a long time 
getting here! Stay healthy, and I hope 
to see you at our beautiful SNPJ Farm 
for the various picnics. It will be good 
to see everyone after the winter hiatus.

Barbecue back on the menu for Utopians Lodge 604 annual Farm picnic



6 PROSVETA
July 1, 2019 www.snpj.org • prosveta@snpj.com

SNPJ fraternal sympathies

PROSVETA 2019 Publication Dates

Publication dates are highlighted in black boxes; deadline dates are circled. The deadline for submissions is noon 
on the third Wednesday of each month, unless otherwise noted above or on the front page. Submissions may 
be mailed to PROSVETA, 247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126; faxed to (724) 695-1555; e-mailed to 
prosveta@snpj.com; or submitted via the Publications section of the SNPJ website, www.snpj.org.

JANUARY 2019
   1 2 3 4 5
 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
 27 28 29 30 31

FEBRUARY 2019
      1 2
 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
 24 25 26 27 28

MARCh 2019
      1 2
 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31

APRIL 2019
  1 2 3 4 5 6
 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
 28 29 30

MAY 2019
    1 2 3 4
 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
 26 27 28 29 30 31

JUNE 2019
       1
 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30

JULY 2019
  1 2 3 4 5 6
 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
 28 29 30 31

AUGUST 2019
     1 2 3
 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

SEPtEMBER 2019
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
 29 30

OCtOBER 2019
   1 2 3 4 5
 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
 27 28 29 30 31

NOVEMBER 2019
      1 2
 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

DECEMBER 2019
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
 29 30 31

SNPJ Crossword
FAMOUS GANGSTERS (#0619) solution

Bro. Frank J. Pugel
• Lodge 745 •

GRASS VALLEY, Calif. 
— The Pugel family and the 
members of Lodge 745 sadly 
report the May 1, 2019, passing 
of Bro. Frank John Pugel, 93, 
in Chico, Calif. 

Bro. Pugel was born Feb. 6, 
1926, in the Lawrenceville sec-
tion of Pittsburgh, the son of the 
late Frank and Lucy Pugel. He 
attended St. Mary’s Catholic 
School and Washington Trade 
School, where he learned to be 
an electrician. Frank joined the 
U.S. Navy in 1943 at the age 
of 17 and served during World 
War II in the Pacific on a small 
gunboat, LCS-109, until the 
end of the war. 

He moved to San Fernando, 
Calif., in 1949, and after build-
ing himself a small camper in 
his garage he started Kampers 
Kabin, one of the first truck 
camper manufacturers, in the 
1950s. 

In 1958, Frank met Kath-
erine Muhich at a Slovenian 
Hall dance in Pittsburgh, 
and in 1960 they were mar-
ried. In 1969 they sold their 
successful camper business 
and moved their four young 
children to Paradise, Calif., 
where they lived until 2015 and 
where Frank worked as a self-
employed electrical contractor 
until retirement. 

Frank was an avid pilot, and 
flew his Cessna 120 taildrag-
ger out of Paradise Airport. 
An accomplished gardener, he 
enjoyed years of bountiful har-
vests from the numerous fruit 
trees and vegetable gardens 
he tended. Although camp-
ing took the family far and 
wide, trout fishing at Oroville 
Lake was a common pastime 
which Frank and Katie enjoyed 
through retirement. 

Bro. Pugel was a 75-year 
SNPJ member. Ever proud of 
his Slovenian heritage, tradi-
tional music and food brought 
him joy throughout his life. 

His biggest source of pride 
was his beloved family, and 
he will be greatly missed. He 
is survived by his cherished 
wife of 59 years, Katherine 
(Muhich) Pugel, and his four 
children, Patty (Harry) An-

sorge of Elk Grove, Calif., 
Karen Allison of Chico, Rick 
(Amy) Pugel of Grass Valley 
and Kathleen (Scott) Huber of 
Chico. Also surviving are 12 
adoring grandchildren, Daniel, 
Katie and Kylie Ansorge; Da-
vid and Emily Allison; Kevin, 
Kimmy, Joshua and Jessica 
Pugel; and Kaley, Liam and 
Alita Huber; and nieces and 
nephews Janice (Tom) Brown, 
Keith (Kathie) Korta, and Di-
anne (Mike) Hebert.

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by 
his dear sister, Lucille Korta, 
and brother-in-law, Ed. 

A celebration of life for 
Bro. Pugel was held May 11 
at Newton-Bracewell Funeral 
Home in Chico. Private burial 
followed in Paradise Cemetery.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 745 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Pugel’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Patricia J. Brennen
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the May 6, 2019, pass-
ing of Sis. Patricia J. “Patty” 
Brennen, 77, of Washington, 
Pa., in Washington Hospital, 
surrounded by her beloved 
daughter, granddaughter and 
extended family.

Sis. Brennen was born July 
7, 1941, in White Plains, N.Y., 
the eldest daughter of the late 
Raymond James and Christine 
Strnisha Brennen, and was 
known most for her kind and 
open personality. She was a 
1959 graduate of Trinity High 
School in Washington. She 
loved her high school years, 
and her pride and joy was 
planning every class reunion 
from 1959 until 2018.

Patty was a lifelong resi-
dent of Washington. When 
she was young she enjoyed 
bowling with her best friend, 
Sally, in many leagues at the 
Route 19 and Alpine bowling 
lanes. They had the most fun 
going to tournaments all over 
the state.

A 61-year SNPJ member, 
Patty served as secretary of 
the former Lodge 617 in Lin-
coln Hill, Pa., from 2007 until 
Lodge 617 merged with Lodge 
138 in 2018. 

She was a member of Im-
maculate Conception Catholic 
Church, where she taught 
Confraternity of Christian 
Doctrine to pre-school children 
for more than 15 years. She also 
served as a member of Lincoln 
Hill Playground Committee 
and spent many hours deliver-
ing lunches for the Lincoln Hill 
Teen Outreach summer lunch 

Bro. FRANK J. PUGEL (745)

program.
For most of her career she 

worked at the former Mayview 
and Woodville state hospitals 
in the linen room for 27 years. 
She retired in 2002 and en-
joyed spending time with her 
granddaughter, Taylor Rae. She 
was a proud grandmother and 
enjoyed watching Taylor play 
softball during the spring and 
summer months. She was very 
proud of her granddaughter’s 
accomplishments.

Surviving are a daughter, 
Christine “Christy” (Jeffrey) 
Boone, and a granddaughter, 
Taylor Rae Boone, all of Wash-
ington; three sisters, Sherri 
(David) Smith of Charlotte, 
N.C., Kathleen (Warren) Mc-
Clellan and Cynthia (Scott) 
Snow, both of Cincinnati; a 
brother, Raymond (Donna) 
Brennen Jr. of Washington; 
and many cousins, nieces and 
nephews.

A blessing service for Sis. 
Brennen was held May 11 
at William G. Neal Funeral 
Homes, Ltd., Washington, 
officiated by the Rev. M. John 
Lynam. Burial followed in 
Washington Cemetery.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Brennen’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. dorothy Helvak
• Lodge 771 •

HILLSVILLE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 771 sadly 
report the May 22, 2019, pass-
ing of Sis. Dorothy Helvak, 
89, at her residence in Poland, 
Ohio.

Sis. Helvak was born March 
19, 1930, in West Winfield, Pa., 
a daughter of the late Frank and 
Victoria Puz. A 1948 gradu-
ate of Winfield High School, 
she worked in the office of 
Shenango China, Blue Cross 
Blue Shield and Good Year 
Tire prior to working at the 
former Krogers Grocery Store 
in Boardman, Ohio.

A 53-year SNPJ member, 
Dorothy served for 34 years 
as secretary of SNPJ Lodge 
770 in the Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. She was also a member 
of Holy Family Church in 
Poland. Proud of her Croatian 
heritage, she was a member of 
the Bessemer Croatian Club, 
the Croatian Fraternal Union, 
and the Croatian Mothers Club 
of Struthers, Ohio.

Her husband, Steven John 
Helvak, whom she married 
June 4, 1956, preceded her in 
death on Sept. 3, 2010.

Surviving are two daugh-
ters, Vicki (John) Ziegler 
of Grayson, Ga., and Joann 
(Russell) Thompson of Poland; 

two sons, Mark (Donna) Hel-
vak of Woodbridge, Va., and 
John Helvak of Poland; nine 
grandchildren, Paul Bazzano, 
Ashley (Stephen) Leslie, Sarah 
Thompson, Amanda (An-
drew) Bero, Richard (Melissa) 
Thompson, Savanna Ziegler, 
Stevie Helvak, Mallory Hanley 
and Michael Ziegler; and four 
great-grandchildren, Jack, 
Levi and Evan Bero, and Pe-
nelope Thompson.

In addition to her parents 
and husband, she was pre-
ceded in death by a grandchild, 
Mitchell Hanley; a brother, 
Vladimir Puz; and a sister, 
Freda Ruzzine.

A private funeral service 
was held for Sis. Helvak on May 
28 at Cunningham-Becker 
Funeral Home in Poland, 
officiated by Deacon Paul 
Lisko. Interment followed in 
Riverside Cemetery, Poland.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 771 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Sis. 
Helvak’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Elizabeth C. Luba
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
announce a second recent loss 
with the May 24, 2019, passing 
of Sis. Elizabeth C. “Betty” 
Luba, 93, of Canonsburg, Pa., 
in TownView Health and Reha-
bilitation Center, Canonsburg.

Sis. Luba was born Feb. 18, 
1926, in Van Voohris, Pa., a 
daughter of the late John and 
Mary Adamica Luba. She 
was raised in Hendersonville, 
Pa., and lived her adult life in 
Canonsburg, where she was a 
member of St. Patrick Roman 
Catholic Church. She was a 
self-employed hairdresser and 
worked for Salandra Funeral 
and Cremation Services until 
her retirement in her late 1980s, 
and she had been a waitress in 
the area for many years.

In addition to her SNPJ 
membership, Betty was also a 
member of the Jednota Lodge, 
the Canonsburg Slovak Club, 
Sons of Italy and Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Post 553 in 

Sis. DOROTHY HELVAK (771)

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO

DEAthS REPORtED
For the month of May 2019
   DAtE OF
LodGE NAME dEATH CItY-StAtE
 A01 Rose M. Schuster 07-21-2018 Allentown, Pa.
 A02 Malcolm J. Diegelman 10-21-2004 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 1 Emma C. Cleveland 01-05-2019 Apollo Beach, Fla.
 2 Phyllis J. Copi 04-08-2019 Springfield, Ill.
 6 Peter J. Hlavay 01-20-2019 Imperial, Pa.
 8 Kenneth Rae 12-30-2018 Chicago, Ill.
 34 Elizabeth DeMichiei 05-08-2016 Alexandria, Va.
 53 Ann Fox 03-13-2019 London, Ohio
 89 George Bozic 01-21-2016 Glen Burnie, Md.
 89 Edward J. Morrow Sr. 04-07-2019 Aliquippa, Pa.
 117 Barry D. Baird 08-11-2017 Ruffs Dale, Pa.
 120 Gladys A. Racki 05-06-2019 Rio Rancho, N.M.
 126 Terrance Knezevic 04-23-2019 Mentor, Ohio
 138 William J. Canady 12-14-2017 Morgantown, W.Va.
 138 Helen J. Kocian 04-18-2019 Houston, Pa.
 138 Patricia J. Brennen 05-06-2019 Washington, Pa.
 138 Lawrence J. Baker 05-09-2019 Carmichael, Pa.
 138 John W. Lash 04-26-2019 Bellaire, Ohio
 153 Helen Sally Chermely 02-22-2019 Canfield, Ohio
 158 John Sydenstricker Jr. 02-27-2017 Eastlake, Ohio
 190 Ruth Roberts 08-08-2018 Birmingham, Mich.
 190 Rose Marie Myers 05-03-2019 St. Michael, Pa.
 207 Marie J. Corcoran 04-11-2019 Havre, Mont.
 225 Joe W. King 03-27-2019 Houston, Texas
 225 Frank H. Zveglich 05-08-2019 Dodge City, Kan.
 257 Michael A. Rytell 02-02-2019 San Antonio, Texas
 304 Margaret M. Tezak 04-20-2019 Pleasanton, Calif.
 371 Robert J. Luoma 03-21-2019 Bend, Ore.
 518 Frank E. Vidervol 11-18-2016 Portgage, Mich.
 559 Michael J. Crotty 02-24-2019 Joliet, Ill.
 562 Brian S. Criswell 04-04-2019 Canton, Ohio
 581 S I Bengtson 03-31-2019 Maryland, N.Y.
 584 Dorothy M. Jereb 04-11-2019 Grayslake, Ill.
 584 Andrew Lovrek 04-23-2019 Oak Creek, Wis.
 584 Lucille M. Bontems 04-24-2019 Iron, Minn.
 603 Thomas Wilder Jr. 10-18-2018 New Smyrna Beach, Fla.
 629 Joseph B. Dixon 03-29-2019 Blairsville, Pa.
 643 Stephen L. Luzar 03-15-2019 Niles, Ohio
 643 William J. Copich 04-22-2019 Youngstown, Ohio
 677 Diana Obed-Harris 05-11-2019 Jacksonville, Ala.
 719 Carl Klun 04-11-2019 Lowber, Pa.
 721 Virginia M. Williams 02-20-2019 Stamford, N.Y.
 721 Olga Danylo 05-16-2019 Aliquippa, Pa.
 749 Grace A. Logar 04-07-2019 Johnstown, Pa.
 749 Michael G. McAllister 05-10-2015 Johnstown, Pa.
 770 Marlene A. Vogler 04-27-2019 Beaver Falls, Pa.
 771 Gerald M. Simari 02-19-2019 Hillsville, Pa.
 771 Fred R. Nolfi Jr. 05-01-2019 Lowellville, Ohio
 776 Patricia A. Klamer 04-19-2019 West Pittsburg, Pa.
 786 Helen Lowgren 02-22-2014 Torrance, Calif.

Strabane.
She is survived by her two 

devoted daughters, Paulette 
Luba Moyar of Canonsburg 
and Nancy Pearch (Dave 
Zaney) of Avella, Pa.; grand-
sons, whom she dearly loved, 
Matthew Luba, Jonathan 
Moyar and Ian Pearch; a sister, 
Anne Slifcak Russell of Ohio; 
a brother, Paul Luba of Canon-
sburg; and several nieces and 
nephews.

She was preceded in death 
by four brothers, John, Tom, 

Frank and Joe Luba; and a 
sister, Ethel Vasilenko.

A Catholic blessing service 
was held for Sis. Luba on May 
29 in Salandra Funeral and 
Cremations Services Inc., 
Canonsburg. Interment fol-
lowed in St. Patrick Cemetery, 
Canonsburg.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Sis. 
Luba’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.
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Address _______________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________

Number of copies _______________________________

RETURN THIS ORDER FORM TO
Slovene National Benefit Society

247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA  15126-9774

Payment in full must accompany all orders. Make checks payable to SNPJ.

Proud of your SNPJ membership? 
Then you owe it to yourself to delve 
deeper into SNPJ history through the 
pages of An Inspired Journey — The SNPJ 
Story: The First One Hundred Years of the 
Slovene National Benefit Society. This 
richly-illustrated chronicle of SNPJ 
history is available for purchase.

$15.00 each — plus $2.50 s/h
add $1 shipping for each additional copy ordered
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SNPJ Recreation Center
2019 Fraternal Events
Schedule
July 12-14 SLOVENEFESt 2019
July 26-28 Youth Roundup Weekend
July 28-Aug. 3 SNPJ Family Week
Aug. 18-24 SNPJ Senior Week
Aug. 30-Sept. 1 National SNPJ days
Sept. 21 Recreation Center Wine & Sausage Fest

by TINA RIGLER (449)
Federation Recording Secretary

CHICAGO — The Chicago Dis-
trict Federation held its 85th annual 
Memorial Day services on May 27 
at the SNPJ Section of the Wood-
lawn Cemetery in Forest Park, Ill. 
A program booklet was distributed 
that lists the names of those buried 
at Woodlawn.  

Boy Scouts Justin Rigler, Robert 
Rigler and Jason Rigler conducted the 
flag ceremony, and everyone stood 
for the Pledge of Allegiance. The 
Zbor Spendov men’s chorus sang 
the American and Slovenian national 
anthems. Federation President Ed-
ward Dabrowski welcomed family 
and friends to the service.  

The program continued with Zbor 
Spendov performing some additional 

musical selections that everyone en-
joyed. Dr. Janez Vidmar, Honorary 
Consul General of the Republic of 
Slovenia, was introduced and spoke 
both in Slovenian and English, and 
enlightened us with some historical 
facts that many of us never knew.  

Closing remarks were given 
by President Dabrowski, who also 
thanked everyone for attending and 
those who volunteered to help keep 
this Memorial Day service tradition.  

It was nice to see former SNPJ Na-
tional Secretary Grace Doerk (559) 
in attendance. Also in attendance 
were Region 5 Vice President Tina 
Rigler (449), and many Federation 
and Lodge officers.  

The service concluded with the 
Boy Scouts retiring the flag.  Family 
and friends gathered at Olive Garden 

for lunch following the ceremony.
Please join us next year. The 

services will be held May 25, 2020.
The Chicago District Federation’s 

next event, the 10th annual Federation 
dinner dance, will be held Sunday, 
Aug. 18, at the Slovenian Catholic 
Center in Lemont, Ill. The festivities 
will begin at noon with a delicious 
dinner and a short program; musi-
cal selections will be performed by 
Vince Rigler.  

Admission to the dinner dance is 
$15 for adults, $5 for children ages 7 
to 12. Donations of baked good will 
gladly be accepted for the sweet table.  

Tickets must be purchased in 
advance before Aug. 10. For tickets 
and additional information, contact 
Vince or Tina Rigler by phoning 
(630) 257-5051.

Chicago Fed hosts 85th memorial services

[Top photo] 
Boy Scouts 

JUStIN, ROBERt 
and JASON 

RIGLER, with 
Chicago Federation 
President EDWARD 
DABROWSkI, and 

VINCE and tINA 
RIGLER during 

the Memorial Day 
services hosted by 

the Chicago District 
Federation.

[Bottom photo] 
The Zbor Spendov 

men’s chorus 
performed 

throughout the 
memorial services.

Photo submitted by Sis. Amy Mavrich (138). 

FrankFest: In Memory of a Friend 
On May 24, members of the Mavrich family and the SNPJ 
Trailer Court held “FrankFest” at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center Tiki Bar in memory of the late Frank Mavrich (138). 
Frank’s wife, Amy Mavrich, writes: “It warmed my heart to 
see so many in attendance. After our daughter, Katie, made 
a speech, everyone was offered a drink to toast Frank. We 
did a heart-shaped balloon release and also let off memorial 
Chinese lanterns. Thank you very much to those who came 
and to those who bought a FrankFest T-shirt. We will be doing 
this again next year and every year thereafter.”

by RICK GORJUP (158)
Tournament Secretary

CLEVELAND — The golfing gods (and 
Don and Dorothy Gorjup) smiled down on 
us at this year’s Don Gorjup CAL Golf 
Open. The weather didn’t look appealing 
prior to that Saturday morning; however, 
the day ended up being just plain beautiful, 
and all the golfers and volunteers couldn’t 
have been more thankful.

This year marked the 55th anniversary 
of the tournament, and all golfers received 
two special gifts, a micro-fiber golf towel 
and a commemorative koozie. 

Our biggest loss this year was the fact 
that we were missing our chief cook and 

all-around good guy, Lou Novak. “Dr. 
Slivo,” as he was sometimes called, passed 
away in February of this year, and we 
mourn his passing and miss him dearly.

As the golfers started out, we even had 
our tournament blessed by our “fill-in” 
Pope, Dave Belfiore. The beverages were 
flowing on the course at our two bever-
age stations, and at the pavilion when the 
golfers made the turn.

When play finished, an excellent steak 
dinner – prepared by cooks Gerri and 
Charlie, who did us did us proud – was 
served. The drawings offered a ton of 
gift baskets, and everyone had a chance 
to win one.  

A big shout-out to Joe and Vicki Trgo 
for providing many a basket for our golf-
ers. Several others helped with baskets 
and made donations to add to the prizes.

This year’s winners were: men’s low 
gross, Brian Smith, 70; men’s low net, Pete 
Dutka Jr., 61; women’s low gross, Sara 
Taylor, 93; and women’s low net, Jeanne 
Matuch, 50.

All of the golfers had a great time, 
low scores or not, and said they would 
be back next year. A big thank you to all 
of our volunteers (there are too many to 
mention all of them!), for they make our 
tournament a huge success. Thanks again, 
and we’ll see you next year!

CAL Gorjup play opens the SNPJ golf season

SNPJ Membership Anniversaries 
July 2019

 Lodge Member
 A01 Joan S. Saboda
 2 James M. Barto
 2 Wanda S. Farnam
 3 Frank J. Chovanec
 6 Lee J. Zurman
 6 Jeannette M. Ware
 6 Ellen T. Cramer
 8 Trinette M. Bullard
 33 Jeanette M. Kent
 34 Ralph G. Healey
 106 Donna J. Nelson
 107 Alice M. Hrovatich
 138 Linda L. Mahanay
 138 Joan L. Braunlin
 138 Barbara A. Jakubek
 142 Dushan A. Mlakar
 142 Matjaz Mlakar
 142 Dorene A. Miller

 Lodge Member
 153 Donald L. Mackos
 216 Thomas S. Suchevich
 218 Karen L. Nagode
 223 Frank R. Gutman
 225 Edward M. Piatkowski
 277 Richard J. Tarnaski
 518 Donald J. Yuvan
 581 Alan R. Kogoy
 581 Kathryn A. Hanson
 584 Gregory J. Johnson
 584 John M. Padgett
 603 Carol J. Snyder
 614 Stephen D. Zupko
 643 Charles A. Pahon
 643 Anna M. Gearheart
 677 Peter Dutka
 721 Nancy T. Fugina
 749 Robert H. Walker

50-Year Members

 Lodge Member
 A01 David Shain
 89 Ronald J. Tasz
 107 Patricia A. Keen
 120 Charlotte M. Boyle
 138 Thomas J. Vercek
 138 Cora O. O’Connell
 265 Gerald J. Roach
 265 Joanne P. Hixenbaugh
 559 Donald F. Zordani

 Lodge Member
 584 Joyce Bailey
 584 Kathleen Dobler
 614 George J. Jeram
 721 Judith A. Zubizarreta
 721 Paul E. Ursic
 721 William J. Zagar
 723 Paul V. Tomazin
 723 Eugene A. Tomazin

60-Year Members

70-Year Members
 Lodge Member
 5 Edward D. Salamant
 87  Marian B. Powney
 126 Gertrude Dobay

 Lodge Member
 218 Annie Milavec
 581 Ruth F. Clarke

80-Year Members
 Lodge Member
 576 Anne J. Krants

 

2019 SNPJ CAL don Gorjup open Golf Results
Tournament played May 25, 2019, at Rolling Green Golf Course, Huntsburg, Ohio
Men’s division
Name Lodge Score Prize
*Brian Smith 576 70 $100
**Pete Dutka Jr. 677 61 $100
Tom Sedora 138 65 $60
Rich Damore 158 65 $60
Jacob Cadez 138 66 $45
Joe Blatnik Jr. 614 68 $40
Mike Almasy 138 68 $40
R.J. Likovic 576 68 $40
Bob Tomsic 604 68 $40
Eric Valencic 138 68 $40
Marsh Gorjup 576 69 $30
Steve Collins 576 69 $30
Tom Rudd 126 69 $30
Louie Novak 576 69 $30
Joe Novak 576 70 $22
Tom Vehar 138 70 $22
Josh Tomsic 604 72 $20
Joe Bradac 614 72 $20
Chris Kocin 158 72 $20

Women’s division
Name Lodge Score Prize
*Sara Taylor 138 93 $50
**Jeanne Matuch 142 50 $50

*Indicates Scratch Champion
**Indicates Net Champion

2019 CAL Flight Winners
Men’s division

Urban vintner Flight #1
 Name Lodge Score Prize
Gross  Brent Rudd 126 77 $35
Net J.P. Bevec 138 70 $35
Long Drive Brian Smith 576  $5 
Pin Shot Greg Ostanek 126  $5

Cleveland Federation Flight #2
 Name Lodge Score Prize
Gross Tom Rudd 126 77 $35
Net John Kopcso 576 73 $35
Long Drive John Kopcso 576  $5
Pin Shot Tom Rudd 126  $5  

v Boj (53) Flight #3
 Name Lodge Score Prize
Gross Rich Damore 158 80 $35
Net Jacob Cadez 138 66 $35
Long Drive Jacob Cadez 138  $5
Pin Shot Jeff Cadez 138  $5  

Mirni Raj (142) Flight #4
 Name Lodge Score Prize
Gross Tom Sedora 138 84 $35
Net Eric Valencic 138 68 $35
Long Drive Tom Sedora 138  $5

Utopians (604) Flight #5
 Name Lodge Score Prize
Gross Joe Blatnik Jr. 614 94 $35
Net Bob Tomsic 604 68 $35
Long Drive Craig Young 576  $5
Pin Shot Craig Young 576  $5

Loyalites (158) Flight #6
 Name Lodge Score Prize
Gross R.J. Likovic 576 97 $35
Net Joe Bradac 614 72 $35
Long Drive R.J. Likovic 576  $5
Pin Shot R.J. Likovic 576  $5 

Spartans (576) Flight #7
 Name Lodge Score Prize
Gross Jeff Lewis 138 103 $35
Net Chris Kocin 158 72 $35
Long Drive Chris Kocin 158  $5
Pin Shot DR. SLIVO 576  

Women’s division
SNPJ Farm Board Flight #8

 Name Lodge Score Prize
Gross Philomena Damore 158 94 $35
Net Kris Jack 138 60 $35
Long Drive Jeanne Matuch 142  $5
Pin Shot Laurie Cadez 138  $5

Guests division
Strugglers (614) Flight #9

Name  Net Score Prize
Steve Jackson 57 $60
Gary Barbish 60 $45
Matt Ardo  61 $40
Joe Palazzo 69 $30
Jim Jackson 69 $30
Brent Staton 70 $25

by KAITLYN CHIAPPETTA
Lodge 559 President

CHICAGO — Happy Fourth 
of July, everyone! Hopefully 
you all are having a great sum-
mer so far, like the members of 
Lodge 559.

On Memorial Day, Lodge 
559 members attended a 
memorial service at Wood-
lawn Cemetery. The Chicago 
Federation hosted this event, 
which included a speech by Dr. 
Janez Vidmar which addressed 
the true meaning of Memorial 
Day and honored our deceased 
members. 

On June 2, we held our 
second meeting of the year at 
the Slovenian Catholic Center 
in Lemont, Ill. The center 
prepared a nice lunch that our 
members enjoyed prior to the 
meeting, and some choir mem-
bers performed a short program  
in Slovenian following lunch. 
Lodge 559 member Bro. Mike 
Vidmar is a member of the 
choir, and they did a wonderful 
job performing. 

We held our meeting in the 
library after lunch. We missed 
Sis. Jean Cherway at this meet-
ing; she had a family event to 
attend. We hosted our second 
food drive of the year, and 
members brought many dona-

Lodge 559 recognizing honorees in September

The Lodge 559 June food drive collected donations to benefit 
Kolbe House.

tions for Kolbe House, a home 
for those in need. The church 
that several of our members 
attend is associated with this 
organization.

 Topics for our meeting 
included making arrangements 
for our upcoming summer ac-
tivities. We’re looking forward 
to attending the annual picnic 
and pig roast at the Slovenian 
Catholic Center on Aug. 11. 
The following weekend, Aug. 
18, we will be attending the 
Chicago Federation dinner 
dance at the Slovenian Catholic 
Center. We invite Lodge 559 
members to attend both of 
these events. 

Our next Lodge meeting is 
scheduled Sunday, Sept. 8, at 
the Slovenian Catholic Center. 
We invite you to join us for 
lunch at noon, followed by our 
meeting at 1 p.m.

Congratulations to our 
members celebrating SNPJ 
membership anniversaries in 
the upcoming months. Donald 
Zordani is a 60-year member 
this month. In August, we 
have 50-year members Richard 
Bertolotti and David Zordani, 
and 60-year member Barbara 
Kropp. In September we have 
50-year member Edward 
Reich. 

We invite all of these 
member honorees to attend our 
meeting in September for spe-
cial recognition of their mem-
bership anniversary. Please 
contact our Lodge secretary if 
you will be attending so that 
we can personally present you 
with your anniversary gift on 
behalf of SNPJ.

On a personal note, I at-
tended the SNPJ Young Adult 
Conference June 14-16 as a 
Lodge 559 delegate. Congratu-
lations to Meredith Maresh 
of Cicero, Ill., Lodge 449 
for doing an amazing job as 
chairperson for the weekend. 
Meredith arranged the com-
munity service project for the 
Ronald McDonald House. 

Lodge 559 was delighted 
to donate to the project and 
participate in putting together 
baskets of supplies to hopefully 
help ease some of the stress on 
families with children in need 
of hospital care. I also greatly 
enjoyed a new activity at the 
conference this year: an apple 
strudel making demonstration. 
I can’t wait to try out the recipe!

It was great to see fellow 
SNPJ young adult members 
from around the country. I 
enjoyed catching up with old 
friends and meeting a few new 
ones from different states. I 
was glad to represent Lodge 
559 at this conference and look 
forward to other opportunities 
to do so in the future.
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by TRACEY BELLE (138)
SNPJ Heritage Center Committee

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. 
— How many of us have seen 
strudel made the old-fashioned 
way? Dough stretched paper-thin 
until it covers the kitchen table 
and hangs over the side, apples 
spread across the dough with 
sugar, cinnamon, and browned 
bread crumbs on top before be-
ing rolled up and baked until 
perfectly golden? And the smell 
of the house while waiting... it’s 
wonderful! The whole process 
can take a few hours, but the 

memories linger a lifetime.
I’ve been making strudel the 

old-fashioned way for years. 
Recently I figured out how to 
condense the process so that 
it makes less mess and takes a 
lot less time and effort, and the 
quantity can be scaled to feed a 
few people or a crowd. The strudel 
are smaller, like mini-strudel, 
and are made with phyllo dough 
instead of homemade dough. I was 
skeptical at first, thinking that if 
it’s not the way grandma used to 
make it, it couldn’t be good, but 
I think the mini-strudel are just 

as tasty and I have a lot of happy 
“guinea pigs” who think so too.

At this year’s Young Adult 
Conference, a strudel-baking 
workshop was held Saturday 
afternoon, allowing the attendees 
the opportunity to learn about 
homemade strudel and to make 
phyllo dough mini-strudel. It was 
organized chaos as the young 
adults worked in groups, with 
each person participating. An 
hour later, two trays of mini-
strudel were ready for baking. 

The strudel was served as des-
sert at that evening’s picnic-style 

dinner so that the young adults 
could sample the results. They 
were each given a copy of the 
recipe with instructions, so hope-
fully they’ll have the confidence to 
prepare it when they return home.

The strudel-baking workshop 
will be offered again this sum-
mer during Family Week and 
during Senior Week at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. Those in at-
tendance will see how to make 
homemade strudel very simply, 
and the results are sure to bring 
back memories and create new 
ones!

SNPJ Heritage Center Committee member TRACEY 
BELLE (138) gave a demonstration during the 
Young Adult Conference of a modern take on the 
traditional strudel-making process.

Young adults get a lesson in the art of strudel making

JOE BLAtNIk (614) proudly – and faithfully – volunteers his 
time to keep the SNPJ Farm in ship-shape condition.

SNPJ FARM SEASON
FROM PAGE 1 

themes, great food and music 
by some of our finest musi-
cians. Personally, I’m excited 
about the new season.

Our i l lustr ious “work 
group” on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days has really been working 
hard to make the Farm a beauti-
ful place for all to enjoy. Lots 
of repair work, painting, grass 
cutting, weed pulling, fixing 
and mending, among other 
things too various to mention, 
have been on the agenda each 
and every week, rain or shine.  
Everyone who puts in their time 
has the same ultimate goal: to 
keep our SNPJ Farm looking 
beautiful so people have a place 
to come and spend a relaxing, 
enjoyable afternoon.

The faithful and hardwork-
ing Joe Blatnik is here every 
week cutting the “back 40.” 
He is so proud of our Farm 
and wants everything to 
look just so for our visitors. 

Joe has been an officer and 
a mainstay for many, many 
years, and he always takes 
pride in having the place in 
ship-shape condition. I think 
that feeling is shared by all 
of our workers. As President 
Greg Volpe always stresses, if 
you have a few hours during 
the week, come out on either 
a Tuesday or Thursday from 8 
a.m. until noon and give us a 
helping hand. Nothing is better 
than working out in nature’s 
beauty; it’s so relaxing.

We had a great group of 
representatives and Lodge 
members come out to lend a 
hand for our first event, which 
was the Pancake & Sausage 
Breakfast. It was a glorious, 
sunny day, and while the at-
tendance wasn’t all that high, 
everyone enjoyed the food and 
seeing each other once again 
for the 2019 season. We also 
saw a number of new faces, 
and I hope they will return. It 
was kind of bittersweet as we 

truly missed one of our biggest 
supporters, Lou Novak, who 
passed away earlier this year. 
We miss you, Lou; you are 
always in our thoughts.

For fear of missing anyone, 
I just want to thank each and 
every person who came out to 
assist with the breakfast.  It ran 
very smoothly as everyone had 

their designated assignments.  
Please tell your friends and 

neighbors about our beautiful 
facility and see if they would 
like to join you at one of our 
picnics. We’ve had first-time 
visitors come out, some of 
whom never knew this facility 
existed. I would say they were 
quite surprised and pleased.

The summer picnic season underway at the SNPJ Farm official Proceedings
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
April 9, 2019
The meeting was called to order at 2 p.m. by President Evanish 
with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
The minutes from the Feb. 5, 2019, meeting were read and 
approved.
Held a conference call with Society actuary Joseph Steimla to 
finalize the 2017 CSO table premiums that will be used with the 
Whole Life products. Discussed reinsurance options, cash value 
factor generation, filing of products, etc.
Approved the hiring of a new employee to start on April 18, 2019, 
to fill the vacancy in the Accounting Department.
Approved a donation in the amount of $60 payable to the Ameri-
can Heart Association.
Approved a donation in the amount of $90 payable to West Al-
legheny School District for an ad in the West Allegheny musical 
program book.
Approved a cultural donation in the amount of $200 payable to 
SNPJ Lodge 603 for Florida SNPJ Days.
Approved a donation in the amount of $125 payable to CAL 
for an ad in 2019 National Bowling Tournament program book.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:10 p.m.

JoSEPH C. EvANISH
National President/CEO

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO

Slovenefest is held annually at the

SNPJ Recreation Center
270 Martin Road

Borough of SNPJ (Enon Valley), PA 16120
(724) 336-5180 • Toll-free: 1-877-767-5732

website: www.slovenefest.com • email: snpj@snpjrec.com
Admission: $10 Friday/$15 Saturday/$10 Sunday/Three-day Pass: $30 

Children ages 16 and under admitted FREE

Plan now to attend the ORIGINAL

July 12-14, 2019
Slo enefest38th ANNUAL ®

Friday, July 12 Saturday, July 13 Sunday, July 14

Canada’s Polka King

WALtER OStANEk

appearing throughout 

the weekend

Alpine Room
Sponsored by Slovenian Savings & Loan Assoc.

Noon to 4 p.m. Miss SNPJ Pageant Competition 
6 to 9 p.m. Guys Without Ties

Outside Stage
4 to 6 p.m. Ron Likovic Band
6 to 8 p.m. Klancnik & Friends
8 to 10 p.m. Ron Likovic Band
10 p.m. to Midnight Klancnik & Friends

Gostilna
7 to 9 p.m. Polka Bros.
9:30 to 11:30 p.m. Patty C & The Guys

Outside Food & Jam Tent
Noon to Midnight Day-long Button Box Jam

Alpine Room
Sponsored by Slovenian Savings & Loan Assoc.

10 a.m. Polka Mass
(with music by Jack Vasko)

Noon to 2 p.m.  Miss SNPJ 2020 Crowning
3 to 7 p.m. Dick Tady Orchestra

Outside Stage
1 to 3 p.m.  Polka Classics
3 to 5 p.m.  Eddie Rodick Orchestra
5 to 7 p.m.  Polka Classics
7 to 9 p.m. Eddie Rodick Orchestra

Heritage Pavilion 
Sponsored by The Cvetas Family

Noon to 2 p.m. Matt Frank Trio
2 to 4 p.m. Veseli Fantje

Darryl & Frank Valencic, Tony Trontel, Dave Pendel
4 to 4:30 p.m. Mladi Glas & Planika Dance Group
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Matt Frank Trio

Gostilna
1 to 2:30 p.m. Button Box Divas
3 to 4:30 p.m. Matt Sepesy and Pravi Rojaki
5 to 6:30 p.m. Ron Pivovar
7 to 8:30 p.m. Mahoning Valley Button Box Club

Outside Food & Jam Tent
Noon to 10 p.m. Day-long Button Box Jam

Crafters’ Bazaar
Noon to 7 p.m. Located near the Barn

Alpine Room
Sponsored by Slovenian Savings & Loan Assoc.

1 to 3 p.m. Frank Stanger Orchestra
3 to 5 p.m. Bill Bevec Band
5 to 7 p.m. Frank Stanger Orchestra
7 to 9 p.m Bill Bevec Band

Outside Stage
Noon to 4 p.m. Karl Lukitsch Band
4 to 6 p.m. Jack Tady & The JTB
6 to 8 p.m. Don Wojtila Band
8 to 10 p.m. Jack Tady & The JTB
10 p.m. to Midnight Don Wojtila Band

Heritage Pavilion
Sponsored by The Cvetas Family

12:30 to 2:30 p.m. Veseli Godci
2:30 to 3 p.m. Mladi Glas & Planika Dance Group
3 to 5 p.m. Joe Grkman Orchestra
5 to 7 p.m. Veseli Godci
7 to 7:30 p.m. Mladi Glas & Planika Dance Group
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Joe Grkman Orchestra

Gostilna
1 to 2:30 p.m. Magic Buttons
3 to 4:30 p.m. Western Pa. Button Box Club
5 to 6:30 p.m. Fairport Jammers
7 to 8:30 p.m. Polka Playmates
 from Michigan & Canada
9 p.m. to Midnight KTB Band

Outside Food & Jam Tent
Noon to Midnight Day-long Button Box Jam

Crafters’ Bazaar
Noon to 7 p.m. Located near the Barn

additional information and complete performance 
schedule online at www.slovenefest.com

Please support our generous 2019 Slovenefest sponsors:
GoLd LEvEL SPoNSoRS:

Slovenian Savings & Loan Assoc., Strabane, PA • The Cvetas Family, California & Florida

SILVER LEVEL SPONSORS:
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney, PC, Pittsburgh • dunbar, Bender & Zapf, Inc., Pittsburgh • Jones Creations, West Pittsburg, PA

Liberty Insurance Agency, Pittsburgh • Mitchell Insurance, Inc., Butler, PA • PNC Bank, Pittsburgh • Randolph Builders, Columbiana, OH
SNPJ Lodge 6, Sygan, PA • SNPJ Lodge 106, Imperial, PA • SNPJ Lodge 158, Euclid, OH • SNPJ Lodge 223, Greensburg, PA

SNPJ Lodge 576, Cleveland • SNPJ Lodge 715, Universal, PA • SNPJ Lodge 782, Glenshaw, PA • SNPJ Westmoreland County Federation 
Steimla & Associates, Inc., Naperville, IL • T & M Hardware and Rental, Inc., Ellwood City, PA • The Johnson Club, Hillsville, PA


