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The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are May 1 and June 1. All material must 
be received by Wednesday, April 18, for 
the May 1 issue, and by Wednesday, 
May 16, for the June 1 issue. If you are 
concerned about making the deadline, 
send an e-mail to prosveta@snpj.com 
or submit your material via the publica-
tions area of our website, www.snpj.org.

THE
DEADLINE

• Brayden L. Monarch
Born April 4, 2017

Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6
The members of SNPJ Lodge 6 welcome 
Brayden Lynn Monarch as their newest 
addition. Brayden is the son of Jeffery and 
Jennifer Monarch, grandson of Edward (6) 
and Debbie Hogan, and great-grandson of 
Ed Hogan Sr. (6) and the late Blanche (Da-
vidson) Hogan (6). We welcome Brayden to 
the Slovene National Benefit Society and 
extend our best wishes to his entire family.

Western Pa. Fed plans
meeting at Lodge 106
IMPERIAL, Pa. — The officers of the 
Slovene Federation of SNPJ Lodges of 
Western Pennsylvania for 2018 are as 
follows: President Don Progar, Vice Presi-
dent Christine Petukauskas, Secretary 
Brian W. Patosky, Treasurer Ken Vogrig 
and Recording Secretary Judy Krivacek. 
The Federation will hold a meeting at 
Imperial Lodge 106 on April 15 at 4 p.m. 
All members of the Lodges represented 
by the Federation are welcome to attend.

Brian W. PatoSky (106)
Federation Secretary

SHARON, Pa. — SNPJ Lodge 31 will 
hold a dinner meeting on Tuesday, April 
17, at Red Lobster, 3370 Shenango Valley 
Fwy., Hermitage, PA 16148. The evening 
will begin at 5:30 p.m. Members will 
order from the menu and the Lodge will 
cover the cost. We will elect delegates 
for the SNPJ National Convention and 
decide on our charitable contributions for 
2018. Please RSVP by April 8 to Lodge 
Secretary Barb Bogolin by phoning (724) 
347-1197 before 10 p.m.

BarB BoGoLin
Lodge 31 Secretary/Treasurer

Delegate elections on 
Lodge 31 April agenda

by SUE ZARELLA (277) 
SNPJ Recreation Center

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — Welcome 
to the 2018 season at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center! We have a lot of fun in store for all 
of you out there in SNPJland.

Even though it’s spring right now, just 
remember that Slovenefest weekend is right 
around the corner. The weekend of July 
13-15 will be here before you know it, and 
we’re now taking reservations for the RV and 
tenting areas. There are a limited number of 
spots available, and reservations are filled on 
a first-come, first-served basis.

If you’re planning to rent a tenting or RV 
spot for Slovenefest, we suggest you call us 
toll-free at 1-877-767-5732 as soon as pos-
sible because these spots are going fast. As 
everyone knows, the SNPJ Recreation Center 
staff is very busy throughout Slovenefest 
weekend, so spots must be paid for in advance. 
Don’t miss out on this wonderful festival, all 
the good food, and the great times that are 
sure to happen.

We will be awaiting your return to make 
Slovenefest 2018 a memorable event!

Plan now, 
and reserve 
your spot for
Slovenefest
weekend

by KAREN A. PINTAR
SNPJ National Secretary/COO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — In accordance with the 
SNPJ Bylaws, Sec. 12. Eligibility and Quali-
fications:

“A candidate for the National Board, exclud-
ing Executive Committee, shall be elected by 
the convention from among the members of the 
Society, whether present at the convention or not.

“A candidate for the National Board, ex-
cluding Executive Committee, must have been 
a member of the Society for at least three (3) 
continuous years prior to the convention and 

Nominations of National Board candidates, 
proposed SNPJ Bylaws changes due in June

have attended at least two of the regular Lodge 
meetings held in the twelve (12) months prior 
to the meeting of the election of delegates, and 
must have signed his or her name in the Lodge 
attendance book or have otherwise been re-
corded by the Lodge as in attendance.

“A candidate for the National Board shall 
submit his or her name and such additional in-
formation as is required by the National Board to 
the National Secretary’s office no later than 45 
days prior to the beginning of the Convention. 
Only candidates that have done so and whose 
eligibility has been verified by the Executive 

Committee will be eligible for nomination. No 
other nominations will be accepted.”

Therefore, you must submit your name to 
the office of the National Secretary by June 
29, 2018.

“A member cannot qualify as a candidate 
for the National Board for any of the following 
reasons: (1) while he is suspended or expelled; 
(2) if he has been found guilty of defrauding 
funds of the Society; (3) if he is on the board 
or is local Lodge secretary of another fraternal 

SEE ConVEntion inForMation
ON PAGE 2

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — If you are a single female 
SNPJ member between the ages of 18 and 28 by 
July 15, you should plan to enter the Miss SNPJ 
Pageant and become part of SNPJ history! The 
pageant will take place July 13-15 at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. These dates coincide with 
Slovenefest 2018 weekend.

The young woman who is crowned Miss 
SNPJ 2019 will win a $2,000 scholarship award, 
and an official crown and banner. Miss SNPJ 
will also have the opportunity to travel to SNPJ 

activities across the country. The winner of the 
Miss Activity crown will be awarded a $1,200 
scholarship, and Miss Talent will receive an 
$800 scholarship. Participation in the pageant 
meets the activity requirement of the SNPJ 
Scholarship Program.

All contestants who participate in the pageant 
will receive a $50 participant award. In addi-
tion, each young lady who enters the pageant 
before May 15 will receive a special early bird 
bonus of $50.

Contestants must be an SNPJ insurance or 
annuity member for at least three months at 

the time of the pageant. You can find the entry 
form on the “Miss SNPJ Pageant” page of our 
website, www.snpj.org. The deadline to enter 
this year’s pageant is June 12. 

The Miss SNPJ Pageant Booster Fund is 
currently accepting donations. Any donation, 
large or small, will be appreciated and will be 
recognized in the pageant program. Checks 
can be made payable to “SNPJ,” noting “Miss 
SNPJ Pageant” on the memo line, and mailed 
to Slovene National Benefit Society, Att’n: 
Fraternal Department, 247 West Allegheny Rd., 
Imperial, PA 15126.

Enter the Miss SNPJ Pageant, become part of history

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — Are you 
golfing in the CAL Don Gorjup Golf Open 
over Memorial Day weekend? If so, you 
should get on the bus and leave the driv-
ing to us! A school bus will depart the 
grounds of the SNPJ Recreation Center 
Saturday, May 26, at 6 a.m., arriving at 
the golf course in time for the 9 a.m. start. 
The price to ride the bus will depend on 
the number of riders, but we’re estimating 
$30 per person. Seats will be filled on a 
first-come, first-served basis. Call Sara 
Taylor, (724) 344-0461, for reservations.

kEVin riCHarDS 
SNPJ Fraternal Director

Take the bus to the 
CAL Gorjup Golf Open

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Plans for the 2018 Regional 
Fraternal Activities are in the works. I thank our 
Regional Vice Presidents for organizing these,  
along with the Fraternal Department, for the 
benefit of our members in the different regions. 
They have been quite successful in the past.

Our first Regional Fraternal Activity will 
take us back to a very popular bowling area in 

Regional VPs preparing to host 
their 2018 Fraternal Activities

SNPJland, the SNPJ Lodge 6 Bowling Center 
in Sygan, Pa. This will be the eighth year that 
Region 2 Vice President Jim Curl (6) has hosted 
a no-tap bowling tournament. This will take 
place on Sunday, May 20, and all Region 2 
members are invited to participate in this fun 
day of bowling and fraternalism. Bowling will 
begin at 2 p.m., and there will be a cookout with 

SEE rEGionaL aCtiVitiES
ON PAGE 4

SNPJ members can open a new SNPJ annuity or make 2017 contributions 
to an existing SNPJ IRA annuity until April 17, 2018. Members under age 
50 can contribute up to $5,500; members between the ages of 50 and 70 ½ 
can contribute up to $6,500. Don’t miss out this tax season – call us today, 
toll-free, at 1-800-843-7675.

Don’t miss the annuity deposit tax deadline

by JEANNETTE HUMPHREy
Lodge 603

SAMSULA, Fla. — Happy Easter to all of you! 
Here at Lodge 603 in Samsula, we had quite 
a successful Florida SNPJ Days polka festival 
this year, and want to thank each and every one 
of you who attended. 

Ruth Benedict served as general chairman 
and was assisted by her daughter, Ashley.  It was 
reported at the March meeting that 32 volunteers 

Fla. SNPJ Days draw a crowd 
to Samsula Lodge 603 in March

came out to help with this two-day event.  The 
Brad Turk Orchestra brought in many polka 
dancers and supporters. Special guest musi-
cians included Bob Turcola and Tony Klepec. 
Tony brought friends from Croatia both days, 
helped with jam sessions, and did a fine job on 
the accordion. We had several musicians take 
part in the entertainment. 

During Florida SNPJ Days held March 2-3, Miss SNPJ 2018 LaurEn SEBuSCH received 
a gift from Samsula Lodge 603 presented by rutH and GEorGE BEnEDiCt. Lauren was 
accompanied to Florida by her mother, Donna SEBuSCH [left].

SEE LoDGE 603 FEStiVaL
ON PAGE 8
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Type of Event 
 
 

Site 
 
 

If a concert or dance, who is
performing? 
 
 

Date 

Time 

Who to contact 
 
 

Phone (        )

Complete and return to: 
PROSVETA

247 W. Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA  15126-9774

e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

• APRIL 7 ......Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 Couples Nite 
Out in the Sunshine Room at Lodge 6. 
Music by the Mansfield 5. Appetizers, 
dinner and beverages included in your 
ticket, along with a chance to win prizes.  
To purchase tickets, phone the Lodge 6 
clubroom at (412) 221-9862.

• APRIL 8 .....Herminie, Pa., Lodge 87 jam session; 
2-5 p.m. All musicians are welcome. 
Kitchen will be open. For additional 
information contact Shirley Bailley at 
(724) 864-1606.

• APRIL 14 ......Lodge 6/SASC Bar Olympics at the 
Sygan Lodge 6 Club. Two games of 9-pin 
no tap bowling, dart tournament, bean 
bag tournament, side games of pool. 
Sign-up in advance at the club or arrive by 
1 p.m. that day. Luck-of-the-draw teams 
pulled at 1:30 p.m.; all events start at 2 
p.m. Food available for purchase.

• APRIL 15 ......Herminie, Pa., Lodge 87 “Welcome 
Spring” dance in the Crystal Ballroom; 
2-6 p.m. Music by the Mikey Dee Band. 
Kitchen will be open. Tickets are $8 in 
advance, $10 at the door. For details 
contact Shirley Bailley at (724) 864-1606.

• MAY 5-6 ......SNPJ National Bowling Tournament 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. For details contact Fraternal 
Director Kevin Richards at 1-800-843-
7675 ext. 144 or krichards@snpj.com.

• MAY 6 .........SNPJ Lodge 643 hosts the Kuzman’s 
Reunion Dance at Rolling Mills Lounge 
(formerly Kuzman’s), 1025 S. State St. 
in Girard, Ohio; 3-7 p.m. Music by the 
Frank Stanger Band. For details contact 
Ray Kovac at (330) 824-2154.

• MAY 20 .........SNPJ Region 2 No Tap Bowling Tour-
nament at the Sygan Lodge 6 Bowling 
Center hosted by SNPJ Region 2 Vice 
President Jim Curl. Sign up at the club or 
by phoning (412) 221-9862 after 4 p.m. 
Cost of bowling is $21; includes prizes 
and drawings. There will be a cookout 
for all bowlers with free hamburgers, hot 
dogs and sides.

• MAY 26 .......CAL Don Gorjup Golf Open at Roll-
ing Green Golf Club, Huntsburg, Ohio. 
Shotgun start at 9 a.m. For additional 
information contact Rick Gorjup at (440) 
354-5001.

• MAY 27 .......Brew & Bean Festival at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For additional information contact 
the Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-
767-5732.

• JUNE 15-17 ... SNPJ young Adult Conference at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of 
SNPJ, Pa. For registration and additional 
event details contact Fraternal Director 
Kevin Richards by calling 1-800-843-
7675 ext. 144 or  e-mailing krichards@
snpj.com.

• JUNE 24 .......Westmoreland Co. Federation’s 
Pretty in Pink fund-raiser at the yukon 
Slovenian Hall, yukon, Pa.; 2-6 p.m. 
Entertainment provided by The Polka 
Classics. Food and refreshments will 
be available.

• JULY 1 ..........Herminie, Pa., Lodge 87 dance in the 
Crystal Ballroom; 2-6 p.m. Music by the 
Mikey Dee Band. Kitchen will be open. 
Tickets are $8 in advance, $10 at the 
door. For additional information contact 
Shirley Bailley at (724) 864-1606.

• JULY 13-15 .... The 37th Slovenefest and the 
62nd Miss SNPJ Pageant at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. For details phone the 
Recreation Center at 1-877-767-5732.

• JULY 27-29 .... TEL Workshop at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For details contact Fraternal Direc-
tor Kevin Richards at 1-800-843-7675 
ext. 144, or e-mail krichards@snpj.com. 
The deadline to submit delegate forms 
is April 30.

• JULY 27-29 .... youth Roundup at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For details contact Fraternal Director 
Kevin Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 
144, or e-mail krichards@snpj.com. The 
deadline to register is June 10.

• JULY 29 ........Cleveland V Boj Lodge 53 picnic at 
the SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio; 1 p.m. 
Music by the Jeff Pecon Orchestra. For 
additional information contact Martha 
Meglich at (440) 884-5043.

• JULY 29-AUG. 4.....Family Week at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For details phone the Recreation 
Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732. The 
deadline to register is June 24.

• AUG. 12-13 ...The 31st Quadrennial SNPJ Con-
vention at the SNPJ Recreation Center, 
Borough of SNPJ, Pa.

• AUG. 20 ......Slovenian Heritage Night at Lake 
County Captains ballpark, Eastlake, 
Ohio; 7 p.m. Hosted by SNPJ Region 3 
Vice President Linda Gorjup. For more 
information phone (440) 853-8776.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

by RUDy PIVIK
Lodge 257

CLEVELAND — The West Park 
Slovenian National Home closed its 
doors on Oct. 31, 2017. The building 
and lot are now for sale. All persons 
who have West Park Home certificates 
or shares must turn them over to:

Mr. Jeff Sheehan
9507 Larnder Ave., #12
Cleveland, OH  44102
Phone: (216) 651-0438

All members’ certificates or shares 
must be turned in by Sept. 15, 2018.

West Park Home
shares due by 
mid-September

ConVEntion inForMation
FROM PAGE 1 

organization; (4) if he is an appointed 
agent of any life insurance company 
other than the Society; and (5) if he 
is an employee of the Society or has 
served in such capacity in the prior 5 
years with the exception of Executive 
Officers.”

A candidate for the National Board 
should possess qualifications that 
reflect the complexity and magnitude 
of the business and affairs of the 
Society. These desired qualifications 
may include experience in the areas 
of accounting, financial, insurance, 
legal, business, management and 
fraternal, among others.

Member-proposed Changes 
to the Society articles, 

Bylaws and resolutions
In accordance with Resolution #7 

of the Society, proposed changes to 
the Articles, Bylaws and Resolutions 
presented by an individual member 
or members must be approved and 
signed first by local Lodges or 
Federations of Lodges before they 
are presented to the appropriate 
committee(s).  

These proposed changes must be 
received by the Executive Committee 
no later than sixty (60) calendar days 
prior to the opening of the Convention. 
So, any proposed changes would have 
to be in my office by June 14, 2018. 
In addition, all proposed changes 
must include a rationale. This ratio-
nale should explain the need for the 
proposal. 

Any proposed changes that are not 
presented sixty (60) calendar days 
prior to the Convention will require 
a two-thirds (2/3) majority of the Con-
vention for introduction.

Important 
information 
for the 31st 
Convention

by JERRy TROHA
Lodge 581 Secretary

ST. MARyS, Pa. — The members of St. Marys SNPJ 
Lodge 581 gathered on Jan. 28 for a potica and strudel 
baking event. All members present were engaged in the 
many steps of the process: making the dough, rolling 
or stretching, making the fillings, and the final baking.

Jerry Troha and John Moore entertained the group 
with Slovenian polka music, lending a festive nature to 
the fun-filled day.

As a special addition to the get-together, the group 
contacted Marcia Bleggi’s cousin, Tanja Judez in 
Brezovici, Slovenia, via Skype. Tanja had shared her 
recipe for a wonderful potica dough recipe, revealing 
the secret that made the dough so tender and light.  She 
watched the activities, listened to the accordion music, 
and gave comments and suggestions. She especially 
loved listening to the music!

At the end of the day, all participants took home 
walnut and tarragon potica, apple and cheese strudel, 
and, of course, all the recipes.

Student bakers included Jerry Troha, John and Pat 
Moore, Rose and Jerry Salter, Mary Hasselman, Amy 
Anderson, Janine Laughner, Judy Stager, Cly Hornung, 
and Don and Marcia Bleggi.

Another event is planned in the spring. Anyone 
interested may save a spot by contacting Lodge 581 
Secretary Jerry Troha.

In other Lodge 581 business, the April meeting will 
be held April 22 at the St. Marys Moose Club starting at 
12:30 p.m. The agenda will include election of delegates 
to the SNPJ National Convention being held at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center in August. Following the meeting, 
the polka boosters will host a dance at the Moose Club 
starting at 2 p.m. featuring the talented Rob DeBlander 
Orchestra from Michigan.

Judy Schreiber of St Marys has become a 50-year 
member of Lodge 581. Congratulations, Judy!

The Slovenian Polka Boosters will also host a dance 

St. Marys Lodge 581 
members head to the
kitchen to bake potica

[Above] St. Marys Lodge 581 members JERRY 
troHa and JaninE LauGHnEr grind walnuts, 
while JoHn MoorE entertains by playing the Potica 
Polka on his button box.
[Below] Lodge 581 members AMY ANDERSON and 
JaninE LauGHnEr roll the filled poticas.

on April 8 from 2 to 5 p.m. featuring the Del Sinchak 
Orchestra from Youngstown, Ohio. A delicious lunch 
is served at all dances.

For details on North Central Slovenian Polka Booster 
events, contact Pat Moore at (814) 837-9218 or e-mail 
moorski@verizon.net. For information on SNPJ Lodge 
581, contact Jerry Troha at (814) 781-6978 or e-mail 
jerometroha@gmail.com. The Facebook address is St. 
Marys SNPJ Lodge 581.

by DANIELLA VOLPE
Lodge 158

EUCLID, Ohio — Happy spring, 
everyone, and a belated happy Easter 
to all! Although it may not feel like 
it, it’s time to get rolling with some 
warm weather activities, including 
the Sunday polka picnics at the SNPJ 
Farm in Kirtland, Ohio. 

The Loyalites will be hosting 
their Farm event, which we’re calling 
“Slovenestock,” on Aug. 26. While 
that seems like a long time away, it 
will be here sooner than you think. 
We also want to encourage you to 
support the other Lodges as well as 
the Farm Board. 

The Wojtilas, who will be our 
main band, will be joined by a few 
guests and some blasts from the past 
to get the party going. So mark your 
calendars, dust off your platform 
boots and get ready to boogie!

We would like to take a moment 
to shout-out some people and their 

milestones, including Loyalites Ser-
geant-at-Arms Eileen Markusic who 
is celebrating her 60th anniversary 
with SNPJ. Congratulations, Eileen, 
and we’ll see you for your 70th. Next, 
a happy belated anniversary (March 
24) to Pat and Fred Nevar, together 
for 34 years, and an upcoming 31st 
anniversary for Gina and Greg Volpe 
on April 25. 

Next on the Loyalites agenda is 
the SNPJ National Bowling Tourna-
ment, scheduled May 5-6, that we 
are hosting. There is still time to 
enter, and if anyone is interested in 
buying ad space for our program, 
the pricing is as follows: full page, 
$100; half-page, $50; and quarter-
page, $25. Contact Gary Smrdel at 
garylodge158@roadrunner.com or 
at (440) 655-7592 for an order form 
or with any questions. 

We appreciate any and all dona-
tions, and we hope to see you all in 
May ready to roll and bowl! 

Lodge 158 has decided to host 
a Family Game Night on May 20 
at Recher Hall in Euclid. The night 
will include food, games and a Left-
Right-Center tournament, so bring 
the kids and their favorite board 
games, and come hang out with the 
Loyalites for a night of fun.

Just a reminder to all youth mem-
bers (ages 13 to 17) and young adults 
that we will be electing delegates 
to the TEL Workshop and Young 
Adult Conference during our April 
12 meeting. If you would like to be 
considered, either attend the meeting 
or e-mail a letter to Lodge Secretary 
Gary Smrdel prior to the meeting 
date stating why you would like to 
be considered.

Finally, we would like to extend 
get well wishes to Fred Nevar who 
has been struggling with his health 
lately, as well as all ailing members 
and their families during these dif-
ficult times.

Loyalites electing delegates to TEL, YAC
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DENISE HERRON
SNPJ Marketing Department

SNPJ now offers roth iras in 
addition to our regular IRAs and 

annuities to help build a safe finan-
cial future for you and your family. 
We’ve helped build secure futures 

for our members for over a century.
Phone 1-800-843-7675 and we’ll

be happy to help you too.

money... and it’s up to you whether 
you pay now or pay later.

Uncle Sam wants your 

UNHRC opens session
with Slovenian presidency
GENEVA, Switzerland (STA) — The 
UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC) 
opened its first session under the Slo-
venian presidency in Geneva on Feb. 
26. The council session was chaired by 
Slovenia’s permanent representative to 
the UNHRC, Vojislav Suc. Slovenian 
Foreign Minister Karl Erjavec attended 
a high-profile meeting as part of the fol-
lowing day’s session.

Foreign Minister Erjavec presented 
Slovenia’s views and positions regard-
ing topical issues related to human rights 
globally. He also held a meeting with UN 
High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Prince Zeid bin Ra’ad following the 
session, the Foreign Ministry indicated 
in a press release.

At the conclusion of the high-level 
meeting, the UNHRC continued its dis-
cussions at the working level, including 
a panel on the 70th anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Reports were also presented by in-
dependent experts on human rights and 
the environment; on violence against 
children and children in armed conflicts; 
on minority rights; and on human rights 
in North Korea, Syria, Myanmar and Iran.

The session discussed reports from 
the Office of the UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights, including a general 
report on the work of the office in 2017.

As it assumed the one-year presidency 
on Jan. 1, 2018, to wrap up its three-year 
membership in the UNHRC, Slovenia 
announced it would focus on traditional 
foreign policy priorities in the field of 
human rights.

During the maiden session, Slovenia 
focused on the rights of children, human 
rights and the environment, the elimina-
tion of all forms of discrimination, and 
the rights of minorities. Together with 
like-minded countries, Slovenia will 
present two resolutions: one on human 
rights and the environment, and the 
second on the rights of minorities, the 
Foreign Ministry reported.

President Pahor, U.S. 
astronaut discuss Mars
LJUBLJANA (STA) — President of 
Slovenia Borut Pahor and Randy Bresnik, 
a U.S. astronaut of Slovenian descent, 
discussed recent scientific breakthroughs 
– which Bresnik believes could put a 
man on Mars by 2030 – as they met in 
Ljubljana in mid-March.

President Pahor and Bresnik, who 
took a Slovenian flag to space, talked 
about the astronaut’s experience in space 
and exchanged views on scientific break-
throughs that Bresnik believes could 
make it possible to launch a mission and 
send humans to Mars by 2030.

Born in Fort Knox, Ken., in 1967, 
Bresnik also described his career to 
President Pahor and the extraordinary 
luck of having met Neil Armstrong, the 
first man on the moon, on the very first 
day he joined NASA.

Bresnik was accepted to the NASA 
team of astronauts in 2004 and has twice 
spent time on the International Space 
Station, in 2009 and 2017. He returned 
from his latest trip to the Space Station, 
a 139-day mission, in December.

But the discussion at the Presidential 
Palace wasn’t all about science and space. 
The pair also chatted about Bresnik’s 
visit to Slovenia and his Slovenian roots, 
representatives of the president’s office 
noted in a press release.

During his visit, the astronaut gave 
the president a plaque with the Slovenian 
flag he had taken to space. In return, he 
received a token of gratitude designed 
by Oskar Kogoj to remember the day.

Climate in Slovenia: 
Higher temps, heat waves
LJUBLJANA (STA) — According to 
data released by the Slovenian Environ-
ment Agency (ARSO), air temperature in 
Slovenia has risen by two degrees Celsius 
over the past 50 years, the number of 
heat waves has increased, and periods of 
heavy rain have become more frequent.

As part of Slovenia’s Climate Change 
Project, the agency monitored the climate 
from 1961 to 2011, analyzing average air 
temperatures, amounts of precipitation, 
snow cover and solar exposure. More 
than 300 meteorologi cal stations around 
the country were included in the study.

Average air temperatures have been 
increasing over the past decades at all 
times of the year, but especially in sum-
mer and spring. “In these two seasons, 
the country’s temperature increased by 

an average two degrees,” meteorologist 
Gregor Vertačnik said at a news confer-
ence in Ljubljana.

However, “winters are also becoming 
warmer, which means less extreme cold,” 
according to Vertačnik. He explained that 
temperature change in winter is harder 
to measure because individual winters 
are more diverse temperature-wise than 
summers. If temperatures differ by one 
degree from one summer to another, 
winters can differ by several degrees, 
so the difference between the coldest 
and warmest winters can be an average 
10 degrees.

No major change in average air tem-
perature has been recorded for autumn.

With warmer summers come more 
– and longer – heat waves. While 35 
degrees Celsius (95 degrees Fahrenheit) 
used to be rare in the past, it is now re-
corded every other year or even every 
year. However, “higher tempera tures 
also bring more frequent and longer 
periods of heavy precipitation, although 
no change was recorded in autumns,” 
Vertačnik explained.

As for solar exposure, the meteorolo-
gist said that summers and springs were 
becoming sunnier, while little change has 
been detected in the winters. In the 1961-
2011 period, Slovenia’s solar exposure 
at the annual level increased by up to 40 
hours per decade.

Snow cover has been getting thinner 
in most parts of the country, dropping by 
10 to 20 percent per decade. There was 
twice as much snow in the 1960s and 
1970s than the country received over 
the past two decades.

Vertačnik also described this past 
winter as one of “the most interesting 
ones, having recorded one of the coldest 
periods in 20 years.” While December 
was perhaps too warm and brought 
much precipitation, it was followed by 
one of the warmest Januaries to date, 
but the weather changed in February. 
Practically the entire country had been 
covered in snow since the beginning of 
February, and there were some extremely 
low temperatures, although no records 
were broken.

Slovenia reintroducing 
a universal baby bonus
LJUBLJANA (STA) — The so-called 
baby bonus of EUR 280 (approximately 
$350) at childbirth will again become 
available to all parents in Slovenia next 
year, and the use of paternal leave will 
be more flexible under legislation that 
the National Assembly passed in late 
February.

The amendments to the Parental Care 
and Family Allowances Act in effect 
abolish yet another measure adopted as 
part of the austerity package approved 
at the height of the economic crisis in 
2012, when means-testing of the baby 
bonus was introduced.

While the allowance will be available 
in 2018, as of 2019 it will no longer be 
available in cash, but rather as a credit 
to be cashed-in for children’s goods.

Government data shows that the baby 
bonus allowance was paid to 15,648 fami-
lies in 2017. Considering the expected 
number of births, the amendment to the 
Parental Care and Family Allowances 
Act will benefit 4,700 more families.

The bill will also enable a simpler and 
more flexible use of 30 days of paternal 
leave which is reserved for fathers.

Furthermore, the amendment also 
introduces 30 days of paid leave for 
adoptive parents who adopt a child who 
has already finished the first year of 
primary school and is under the age of 
15. A provision is also included under 
which kindergarten enrollment will be 
promoted.

In the past, parents whose pre-school 
children were not enrolled in kindergar-
ten classes were eligible for a 20 percent 
higher child benefit, but now the 20 
percent bonus will apply only to children 
under the age of 4.

The bill originally included a provi-
sion revoking the child benefits of chil-
dren who were missing school, but the 
proposal was removed amidst criticism 
that it would hurt some families.

Slovenian vine connects 
North and South Korea
PyONGyANG/SEOUL (STA) — Al-
though quite a distance from the Korean 
peninsula, Slovenia appears to have made 

a small contribution to the apparent thaw 
in relations between North Korea and 
South Korea.

As part of a project promoting peace 
and harmony on the Korean peninsula, 
two cuttings of the world’s oldest vine 
from Maribor were planted in Seoul and 
Pyongyang at the end of 2017. According 
to the Association of Slovenian-Korean 
Friendship, which initiated the project 
last October, the plants are now grow-
ing very well.

Slovenia’s Old Vine is estimated to 
have been planted on the left bank of 
the Drava River in Maribor, Slovenia’s 
second largest city, more than 400 years 
ago. The vine is listed in the Guinness 
Book of World Records as the world’s 
oldest grape vine. The vine produces 35 
to 55 kilograms (75 to 120 pounds) of 
grapes annually, and the wine produced is 
used by the city for ceremonial purposes 
and as gifts to senior officials.

In Seoul, South Korea, the plant 
grows in front of a city-owned hostel; in 
Pyongyang, North Korea, it was planted 
in a greenhouse.

The association hopes that the vine 
will bear the first grapes as early as this 
year. It was agreed that a Korean wine 
will be made of the grapes from both 
countries, mixed with those grown in 
Maribor. The wine will symbolize the 
desire for peace and cooperation on the 
Korean peninsula, association represen-
tatives said.

Rear seat belts remain 
unpopular in Slovenia
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Statistics show 
that as many as a third of all people killed 
on Slovenian roads in 2017 were not 
wearing seat belts, and in 2016 only 68 
percent of adults buckled up while riding 
in the rear seats.

Some 44 percent of drivers who died in 
car accidents last year had their seat belt 
on; however, that percentage was lower 
among passengers who died, reaching 
only 34 percent.

The number of drivers injured in car 
crashes while wearing a seat belt was 
much higher. Among those who sus-
tained serious injuries, only 14 percent 
were not wearing a seat belt, while only 
three percent of those with slight injuries 
were not buckled up.

Data compiled by Slovenia’s Traffic 
Safety Agency indicates that passengers 
typically don’t wear seat belts when sit-
ting in the back seat, nor drivers when 
driving short distances within towns or 
villages. On average, women tend to 
use seat belts more frequently than men.

In 2016, some 90 percent of all drivers 
wore a seat belt, 92 percent of passengers 
in the front seat, but only 68 percent of the 
passengers in rear seats. Children were 
buckled up in 93 percent of the cases, 
which is up by 36 percent since 2005.

But children are often not buckled 
up for short-distance drives, and the 
agency issued a warning at the start of 
a campaign to raise awareness of the 
importance of the use of seat belts. The 
campaign was launched in mid-March 
throughout Slovenia in cooperation with 
police, the Education Ministry, driving 
schools, primary and secondary schools, 
and municipalities.

During the campaign, police have 
indicated that they will focus on the use 
of seat belts, particularly in the proximity 
of schools, kindergartens and shopping 
malls.

A Slovenian projected 
as first pick in NBA draft
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Slovenian 
basketball phenom Luka Dončić has 
been projected by ESPN to be the first 
overall pick in the upcoming NBA draft.

In a recent ESPN projection, Dončić, 
the star of the last EuroBasket tourna-
ment, leap-frogged Arizona University 
sophomore DeAndre Ayton and Okla-
homa University freshman Trae Young, 
whom the media have described as the 
“new Stephen Curry.”

Dončić, who turned 19 at the end of 
February, currently averages 13.9 points 
for the Spanish team Real Madrid, and 
17.9 points in the EuroLeague.

College basketball analyst Fran Fra-
scilla told ESPN that Dončić’s game at 
his age is “unprecedented for European 
players. No player has ever done what 
he is doing.” On the website nbadraft.
net, Dončić is projected to be selected 
sixth overall.

The 2018 NBA draft will take place 
June 21 in Brooklyn, New York.
The articles comprising this feature have been 
reprinted with permission from the Slovenian 
Press Agency (STA).

In 1987, the U.S. Congress designated March as National 
Women’s History Month. President Jimmy Carter origi-
nally initiated this celebration in 1980 by proclaiming a 

National Women’s History Week. In his message he said 
“...Men and women have worked together to build this na-
tion. Too often the women were unsung and sometimes 
their contributions went unnoticed.” During the month of 
March, our schools, workplaces and communities were to 
recognize and celebrate the achievements of American 
women.

Each year a theme is chosen for the month-long obser-
vance, and this year it was “Nevertheless She Persisted.” 
Fifteen women were honored who have lived their lives 
committed to ending discrimination against women and 
girls. Their lives demonstrate the power of persistent ac-
tion, and of believing that meaningful and lasting change is 
possible. The phrase “Nevertheless She Persisted” refers 
to any strong woman who refuses to be silenced.

Another description of this year’s theme stated that it 
embodied women working together with strength, tenacity 
and courage to overcome obstacles and achieve joyful ac-
complishments. When you hear that description, it probably 
brings to mind all of our grandmothers, mothers, aunts, 
sisters and friends. All of us know women who have shown 
persistence in their lives, and many times it’s that strong 
and courageous woman who is the backbone of the family. 
It’s that everyday persistence in achieving their individual 
goals that brings about positive change in their families, 
communities and country.

As Jimmy Carter pointed out in 1980, many times 
women’s contributions go unnoticed. For example, if a 
woman stays at home to run the household and raise the 
children, there is often the false notion that she doesn’t 
bring home a paycheck, and therefore doesn’t need life 
insurance. But if you give a monetary value to all of her 
endless responsibilities, you’ll soon realize that insurance 
protection for a stay-at-home mom is very necessary. The 
family would incur numerous additional expenses if she 
happened to meet with an untimely death and she wasn’t 
protected with life insurance.

If a 35-year-old, non-smoking mother purchased a 
Whole Life policy with a face amount of $50,000, the an-
nual premium would be $500. That same $500 annual 
premium could purchase her a 20-year Term policy for 
almost $500,000. In comparison, the average annual cost 
of daycare for one child is $10,000. And, of course, daycare 
is just the tip of the iceberg of what a stay-at-home mom 
does for the family.

Although National Women’s History Month has ended, 
continue honoring the women in your life by recognizing their 
countless contributions. Be sure to include their invaluable 
worth when making your financial decisions, and protect 
your family from financial hardship by insuring their lives. 
Contact your agent, Lodge secretary or 
the Home Office for more information on 
our plans and to receive a personal quote.
• Thought for the Month — The river 

cuts through rock, not because of its 
power, but because of its persistence.

Anonymous

a woman’s worth
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ProSVEta Crossword
Says Who? (#0418) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. Urn contents
6. Mischief-maker
9. yahoo
13. Turf, as opposed to surf
14. Bygone bird
15. Slow, musically speaking
16. *“I’ll knock you off 
 your broom!” he said
17. Barley bristle
18. Type of flu
19. *“My precious!”
21. *“I’ve a feeling we’re 
 not in Kansas anymore”
23. ____ Francisco
24. Hindu woman’s dress
25. Apple’s opponent, 2016
28. *“Never let the fear of
 striking out get in your way”
30. *“Et tu, Brute?”
35. Not to be broken?
37. Finish a road
39. Chef’s headgear
40. Seed covering
41. *“Sign your name across
 my heart,” sang Terrence
 ____ D’arby
43. Botticelli’s Venus, e.g.
44. Tsar’s edict
46. *“Hang down your head,
 Tom Dooley,” sang The
 Kingston ____
47. It propels some boats
48. Abscond
50. Month of Purim
52. Disk operating system

53. Inlaid furniture decoration
55. Witness
57. *“May the Force be with you”
61. Slanting character
64. Roundish
65. *“If you can’t change your fate, 
 change your attitude,” said 
 Amy ____
67. ____ of Pergamum, 
 Ancient Greece
69. Short for pinafore
70. Santa’s helper
71. Leaning
72. Middle of March
73. *“If you want to be happy, be,” 
 said ____ Tolstoy
74. Not o’er

DoWn
1. Mary Kay’s last name
2. Rudolph, e.g.
3. *Bette Midler: “Did you ever 
 know that you’re my ____”
4. ____ Grey and 
 James ____ Jones
5. U.S.’ first manned space
 station
6. Mosque V.I.P.
7. yard work
8. Shoots-eating bear
9. Prefix in levorotary
10. *The Fonz: “Sit ____ ____!”
11. Home to Bryce Canyon
12. *“They’re grrreat!” 
 he exclaimed

15. Cowboy’s rope catcher
20. Unsuitable
22. Middle-earth creature
24. More than one
25. Ponzi scheme, e.g.
26. Dr. Preston ____ 
 of “Grey’s Anatomy”
27. Relating to #62 Down
29. *“Ai, caramba!”
31. Ages and ages
32. Small group of soldiers
33. A in AV
34. Rods and ____
36. *“The cold never 
 bothered me anyway”
38. Children’s author Blyton
42. Breakfast side
45. Personify
49. Afghan monetary unit
51. *“Mr. Gorbachev, 
 tear down this wall”
54. The Eagles’ “____ California”
56. Make one ecstatically happy
57. Arizona Indian
58. Like a devoted fan
59. “Master of ____” on Netflix
60. Deadly ones
61. Facts and figures
62. Hipbone
63. Medieval Northern
 European
66. Draft pick
68. Indefinite degree

the solution to puzzle #0418 will 
run in the May 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media
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Badger Jabber
by BOB SMOLE

Lodge 584

MILWAUKEE — The regular 
monthly Badger Lodge 584 meeting 
was held March 8 as scheduled. Lodge 
President Tim Donovan opened the 
meeting at 7 p.m. The minutes of the 
previous meeting were read by Sis. 
Donovan and were approved as read. 
Bro. Jeff Mlaker gave the secretary/
treasurer’s reports, which were also 
accepted as presented.

A letter from the SNPJ Home Of-
fice was read regarding nominations 
to the National Athletic Board. Sis. 
Mary Donovan was nominated and 
she accepted. Sis. Donovan has been 
doing an exceptionally wonderful job 
for a number of years in this position. 
Thanks, Sis. Donovan.

Nominations were then opened for 
delegates to the Young Adult Confer-
ence.  Nominated and accepting were 
Carley Schweiger, Amber Schweiger, 
Bryan Donovan, Eric Donovan, John 
Bolka, Karen Bolka, Jeremy Gorgas 
and Bailey Phalen. The election of 
delegates for the upcoming SNPJ 
National Convention was next on the 
agenda. Nominated and accepting 
were Bro. Tim Donovan, Bro. Rudy 
Papa and Bro. Jeff Mlaker, who is 
automatically a delegate as Lodge 
secretary.

Athletic Board representative and 
local organizer Sis. May Donovan pre-
sented bowling trophies to the SNPJ 
winners of the 2017 Family Twosome 
Bowling Tournament. In the Bantam 
category (age 8 and under) were the 
grandfather-granddaughter team of 
Gerald Francis and Jocelyn Brown 
(686), with a score of 775 scratch, 
and the grandmother-granddaughter 

team of Mary Alyce Francis and 
Jocelyn Brown (686) with a score of 
731 scratch.

In the preps category (age 9-11) 
were the father-son team of Jeff and 
Max Mlaker (584) with a score of 692 
scratch. In the juniors category (age 
12-14) were Jeff and Joshua Mlaker 
(584) with a score of 760 scratch; 
the father-daughter team of Jeff and 
Emily Mlaker (584) with a score of 
1,156 scratch; the grandfather-grand-
daughter team of Gerald Francis and 
Madalaine Brown (686) with a score 
of 950 scratch; and the grandmother-
granddaughter team of Mary Alyce 
Francis and Madalaine Brown (686) 
with a score of 906 scratch. 

Sis. Donovan agreed to deliver 
the trophies to the winners who were 
unable to be present. Thanks to the 
bowlers for competing, and thanks 
again to Sis. Donovan for her time 
and continued involvement in the 
youth activities in our area.

There were no monthly birthday 
celebrants in attendance. The winner 
of the monthly meeting attendance 
award was Bro. Jeff Mlaker. With 
no other business brought before the 
membership, a motion to adjourn was 
made, seconded and passed. The usual 
coffee and desserts followed.

We have some sad information 
to share regarding the Feb. 22 pass-
ing of Raymond J. Freiberg, 78, the 
loving husband of 55 years of Sis. 
MaryCay Freiberg. Although Ray 
was not an SNPJ member, he was 
actively supportive and attended all 
of the Slovenian functions in the 
Milwaukee area. MaryCay is very 
much involved with these activities, 
and Ray Freiberg was always eagerly 
available to lend a hand.

Ray was the dear father of Therese 
Freiberg and the dear brother of 
Richard (Kerry) Freiberg. He leaves 

Sis. FanniE SMoLE celebrated 
her 91st birthday in March with a 
family dinner at one of her favorite 
restaurants.

behind many other cherished rela-
tives and dear friends. A visitation 
was held at St. John the Evangelist 
Catholic Church followed by a Mass 
of Christian Burial on March 3. The 
members of Badger Lodge 584 extend 
sincerest condolences to MaryCay 
and the Freiberg family for their loss. 
Ray will be sadly missed by so many 
in the Slovenian community. Farewell, 
Ray Freiberg.

One of our talented young Badger 
Lodge bowlers, Tyler Mouthey, and 
his partner, Payne Fakler, entered the 
Wisconsin State High School Doubles 
Bowling Tournament in Wausau, Wis. 
They did fantastic, winning first place 
by destroying 957 total pins in a four 
game series for an average of 233. 
Nice going, guys!

The newly-formed Slovenian So-
cial Club is looking for members. The 
club has elected officers to serve in 
2018 and plans to meet in the Consti-
tution Room at the West Allis Public 
Library at 1 p.m. on the following 
Tuesdays: June 19, Sept. 18 and Dec. 
18. Following their meetings, there 
will be light snacks, socializing, and 
games of cards, bingo and dominoes. 
If you need more information, contact 
President Joan Winkleski at (414) 
541-3238.

Our SNPJ balina league is prepar-
ing for the 2018 season. A kick-off 
meeting will take place Monday, 
April 30, at 6 p.m. The first night of 
competition will be Monday, May 7, 
at 6 p.m. at Veterans Memorial Park, 
70th and W. National Ave. in West 
Allis, Wis. There will be shifts at 6 
and 7 p.m., each with a 50-minute 
limit of play. You can contact Denise 
Bartlett by calling (414) 327-4990 or 
e-mailing denisepbartlett@wi.rr.com 
for more information.

It was nice to see Sis. Rose 
Chepeck, 92, who had been having 

some health problems and was in 
rehab for a short time. She is doing 
much better and is back home. We’re 
all so glad to hear this and wish her all 
the best and continued good health.

Congratulations to Lodge 584 
youth member Max Mlaker, 12, for be-
ing one of 30 sixth and seventh grade 
Oak Creek School students selected 
to participate in the Independent 
Learning Program through Empower 
Academy.  Max is the son of Bro. Jeff 
and Sis. Kari Mlaker.

Sis. Jan Gehm continues to conva-
lesce with hopes of returning to our 
Lodge meetings very soon. Sis. Gehm 
fell and is experiencing some knee 
and leg problems. Bro. Tom Gehm 
indicates that he is doing well. It was 
nice to see them getting around.  

Badger Lodge 584 wishes a speedy 
recovery for Bro. Ron Vandenboom, 
who suffered a broken hip from a fall. 
He is currently is recuperating at home 
and doing fine. Ron is one of the fine 
and talented DJs of the Polka Parade 
Pals show on 1340 AM/98.7 FM, 
which includes the Slovenian Style 
and Slovenian Mix segments. Tune in 
to the show every Saturday morning 
from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. and enjoy 
the listening pleasure they present. 
Kudos to you, Bro. Vandenboom, and 
your DJ colleagues on the fine job 
you do to keep the well-liked polka 
music popular.

The Fun-O-Leers Club’s 13th an-
nual Nine-Pin Tap Bowling Social 
will take place Saturday, April 21, at 
11 a.m. at Lucky Lanes, 5014 W. How-
ard Ave. in Milwaukee. I don’t know 
if all the lanes are filled, but even if 
they are, you’re more than welcome to 
come and enjoy the camaraderie. For 
a small fee, you can enjoy lunch, beer 
and soda right along with the bowlers, 
and with some luck, you may be able 
to fill in for a missing bowler. Bring 

your bowling ball and spend some 
time with the Fun-O-Leers Club.  
There will be drawings, prizes and 
a great time.

Badger Lodge 584 member Sis. 
Fannie Smole celebrated her 91st 
birthday in March. She enjoyed a 
celebration with her family with a din-
ner in her honor at one of her favorite 
restaurants, That’s ‘Amore in Hales 
Corners, Wis. Sis. Smole was a very 
active member of SNPJ locally and 
nationally, and served as a member 
of the National Board years ago. Best 
wishes, Sis. Smole, for many more 
years to come. 

The next regular Badger Lodge 
584 meeting is scheduled for Thurs-
day, April 12, at the Mary Queen of 
Heaven gym, 2360 S. 106th St. in 
West Allis. President Tim Donovan 
starts our meetings precisely at 7 p.m. 
Come on out and check out what’s 
happening with our Lodge and the 
SNPJ, and enjoy a coffee social with 
friends immediately following the 
business meeting.

by DARCy BIBLE 
Lodge 6

SyGAN, Pa. — Greetings to my fellow 
Young Adults. I wanted to reach out and 
remind you all that it’s that time of year 
again, the time where you must reach out 
to your Lodge secretary if you would 
like to serve as a delegate to this year’s 
Young Adult Conference.  

The YAC will be held the weekend of 
June 15-17. We have lots of fun planned 
for the weekend and will be doing some 
awesome projects to help others in need. 
The deadline for Lodges to submit their 
delegates is April 30, and the deadline 
for delegates to make their travel ar-
rangements and turn in their delegate 
confirmation forms is May 16. Please 
take a few minutes to reach out soon so 
that you don’t miss out on all the fun 
this year!

To all my SNPJ Brothers and Sisters, 
the YAC delegates are requesting your 
assistance with one of our projects this 
year. Last year, with all of the support 
from the Society, we were able to put 
together care packages for those who 
are undergoing chemo treatments. We 
received so much gratitude and thanks; 
there were many people who were very 
touched by the warm and welcoming 
donation during such a trying time.

Knowing what an impact this had, I 
reached out to a few people I know who 
are undergoing treatments and asked 
what we could do to help this year. They 
said that the items we put together in 
the care packages sounded good, but 
patients are normally really cold during 
treatments, and a nice, comfy blanket or 
scarf would be something they would 
appreciate too.

This is what has inspired this year’s 
project, which is to make and donate 
hand-tied blankets. We’re planning to 
make tie blankets in three sizes, for 
children, teens and adults who are un-
dergoing cancer treatments to bring them 
a little bit of comfort, warmth and love.  

A tie blanket is two pieces of felt 
(typically, one is patterned and the other 
a solid color to match) that are cut along 
the edges and tied together. They are very 
comfortable, and each unique hand-tied 
blanket has a pattern that is fun, bright, 
positive and personalized. They are sure 
to keep each person warm and to bring 
a smile to their face and heart!  

To make the tie blankets, we are ask-
ing that people make donations that can 
be either monetary, for use to purchase 
fabric, or we encourage you to go to a 
fabric store and pick out your favorite 
patterns and colors. We will be making 

these hand-tied blankets during this 
year’s YAC and donating them to people 
of all ages undergoing cancer treatments 
at various facilities throughout Western 
Pennsylvania.

If you would like to purchase fabric 
yourself, we will need fleece fabric in 
the following dimensions: 1½ yards for 
a small blanket, 2½ yards for a medium 
blanket, and 3½ yards for a large blanket. 
You can send or drop off the fabric or 
monetary donations to either the SNPJ 
Home Office or the Recreation Center 
from now until the beginning of June. 
We ask that all donations be received no 
later than June 4 so that we have enough 
time to go to the fabric store and pur-
chase all the necessary supplies before 
the conference, and organize/transport 
all of the material before then.

I believe these blankets will bring a 
warm, soft comfort to those fighting, and 
will also be a great source of positivity 
knowing that the members of our Society 
picked out and hand-made each one.  

If anyone has any questions, feel 
free to contact me or Fraternal Director 
Kevin Richards. My e-mail address is 
dbrand405@gmail.com. Thank you for 
all of the support! I’m looking forward 
to attending my last YAC, and to serving 
my delegates as this year’s chairperson.

Young adults creating some comfort at the YAC
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hamburgers, hot dogs and sides 
provided. You can register by 
calling the Lodge 6 clubroom 
at (412) 221-9862.

Our next Regional Fraternal 
Activity has us in Detroit for 
SNPJ Night at the Detroit Tigers 
on Saturday, June 9, as the Tigers 
take on the Cleveland Indians. 
This event is being hosted by 
Region 6 Vice President Tracey 
Anderson (677). Tickets are only 
$20 each and can be purchased 
by contacting District 5 Athletic 

Director Ken Anderson (677).
The third event to tell you 

about takes place in the heart 
of Cleveland’s Slovenian com-
munity. Region 3 Vice President 
Linda Gorjup (576) will once 
again play hostess for Slovene 
Heritage Night at the Lake 
County Captains on Monday, 
Aug. 20. This 7 p.m. game 
matches the Captains against 
the West Michigan Whitecaps. 
Purchase tickets by contacting 
Linda or your local Lodge secre-
tary. SNPJ members will receive 
a food voucher at the game.

SNPJ regions gearing up for 
Regional Fraternal Activities

Among this 
year’s Regional 
Fraternal 
Activities, Detroit 
Tigers fans 
can catch their 
favorite team in 
action with SNPJ 
on Saturday, 
June 9.
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S N P J   F r a t e r n a l

Members celebrating 50, 60, 70 and 80 years with the Slovene National Benefit Society

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President

Of the 2,000 life insurance companies and 
fraternal benefit societies operating in the 
U.S., less than 100 have been in existence 

as long as the SNPJ. As a not-for-profit fraternal 
benefit society, we have successfully provided life 
insurance to our members since 1904, along with a 
full package of social, athletic and cultural programs, 
scholarships, community service projects, and much 
more. SNPJ also offers annuities that can be used 
for IRAs and Roth IRAs.

Our more than 110 years of longevity and success 
have been made possible by the loyalty and dedica-
tion of our members. The SNPJ’s engine may have 
been built and its direction set by  its founders and 
subsequent leaders, but its path has been traveled, 
cleared and paved by our dedicated members.

As a way to show respect and appreciation to 
our longtime and loyal members, we recognize 

membership milestones with a custom gift. The 
years of membership are counted in terms of adult 
membership years, not including youth enrollment 
years. These milestones of recognition include 50, 
60, 70 and 80 years of adult membership.

We ask our Fraternal Honorees, once they have 
received their awards from the Society, to submit a 
short report on their past and present lifestyle, includ-
ing their Lodge affiliation, hobbies and any other 
information that might be of interest to our readers.

In acknowledging these dedicated members, it is 
our privilege to show respect for these honorees by 
offering our thanks and appreciation for the loyalty 
they have shown the SNPJ for so many years. In this 
small way, through our offical SNPJ publication, we 
can etch their names even deeper into the archives 
of the Slovene National Benefit Society.

On behalf of the entire membership, we extend 
our congratulations to those members reaching these 
anniversary milestones. 

Fraternal Honorees
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Bro. LEStEr aPPL
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. anniE SantEL
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Bro. JoHn J. MartinCiC
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Bro. LEStEr aPPL
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Fraternal Honorees
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Bro. JoHn J. MartinCiC
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. ALDENE THOMAS (689) Sis. ANNIE SANTEL (138)

Bro. LESTER APPL (518) Bro. JOHN J. MARTINCIC (138)

Sis. DOLORES SLESRICK (584) Bro. MILENKO CAR (107)

• Seventy-year SNPJ member Sis. 
ConStanCE PoGLaJEn was 
honored by the Society and Price, 
Utah, Lodge 113 for her longtime 
membership. She writes:

“I want to thank you for the 
very lovely custom embroidered 
blanket sent to me in honor of my 
70 years of membership in the 
Society. I am very honored to be 
a member.

“I have many fond memories of 
SNPJ picnics and polka dances, 
and all the wonderful people. 
My daughter and son are both 
SNPJ members. My husband is 
deceased.

“All my best wishes and ap-
preciation to the Society.”

Sis. ConStanCE PoGLaJEn
Price, Utah, Lodge 113

Price, UT

• The Slovene National Benefit 
Society and Barton, Ohio, Lodge 
562 recognized Sis. LILLIAN 
kaCHur for her 60 years of 
membership. Sis. Kachur writes:

“I was surprised to receive the 
nice 60-year membership pen. 
Thank you very much. I’m still 
using the wallet I received 10 
years ago for my 50th SNPJ an-
niversary.”

Sis. LiLLian kaCHur
Barton, Ohio, Lodge 562

Brilliant, OH

• Aliquippa, Pa., Lodge 721 mem-
ber Bro. GEorGE BuCkLEy 
was honored by the SNPJ for his 
70-year membership. He writes:

“Thank you very much for the 
SNPJ embroidered blanket. My 
wife and I are making good use 
of it these cold days.

“I wish everyone in SNPJ good 
health and much success in their 
endeavors.”

Bro. GEorGE BuCkLEy
Aliquippa, Pa., Lodge 721

Industry, PA

• Sis. JENNIE SMOLE, a mem-
ber of Cleveland Lodge 53, was 
recognized by the Society for her 
50-year membership. Sis. Smole 
writes:

“I want to thank SNPJ for the pin 
and certificate commemorating my 
50 years with the Society.

“I was born in Preserje, Slo-
venia. I immigrated to the U.S. 
and became a citizen in 1965. I 
met my husband, Frank, and we 
were married in 1960 at St. Mary’s 
Church in the Collinwood area of 
Cleveland.

“After living in Cleveland, we 
moved to Willowick, Ohio. When 
Frank passed away, I lived alone 
for several years before becoming 
a resident of St. Vitus Village in 
Cleveland.

“In my younger years I enjoyed 
crocheting and made many af-
ghans and other items. I have two 
children, Frank and Maria, and four 
grandchildren.”

Sis. JEnniE SMoLE
Cleveland Lodge 53

Cleveland, OH

Share your biography 
with PROSVETA. Send 
your material to the 
attention of National 
President Joseph C. 
Evanish at 247 West Al-
legheny Road, Imperial, 
PA 15126.

celebrating your SNPJ
ann i ve r sa r y ?

• Eighty-year SNPJ member Sis. 
aLDEnE tHoMaS was honored 
by the Society and Helper, Utah, 
Lodge 689 for her longtime mem-
bership. She writes:

“Thank you for the beautiful 
and unique SNPJ blanket, as well 
as the letter of congratulations on 
my 80-year membership in the 
Society. It was all a pleasant sur-
prise. The officers and members of 
Lodge 689 also surprised me with 
a beautiful floral arrangement, a 
sentimental card, $25, a delicious 
dinner and an evening of enjoyable 
fellowship.

“I had four siblings, all of whom 
were SNPJ members and are now 
deceased. I have two caring and 
helpful sons and daughters-in-law; 
Lynn and Nancy live near by, and 
Max and Linda live in Texas. I also 
have nine grandchildren, nine 
great-grandchildren, two step-
grandsons, and four step-great-
granddaughters. My husband 
passed away in 1975.

“I turned 98 last December. I live 
alone and am very independent, 
taking care of my finances and 
obligations. I’m thankful that I can 
do my housework and some light 
yard work, which I enjoy. I manage 
to keep busy.

“I drive short distances to 
church, shopping and medical 
appointments, as well as to the 
senior center for line dancing 
three times a week with a group of 
pleasant young ladies. I also drive 
to Helper to volunteer at the Mining 
and Railroad  Museum on Fridays 
as I have done for the past 21 
years. I attend  the annual Lodge 
689 picnics at Price Park, Lodge 
meetings and any SNPJ activities 
that are held in this area. I read a 
lot and enjoy PROSVETA.

“I’m proud of my family, my 
Slovenian heritage and my mem-
bership in the SNPJ.”

Sis. aLDEnE tHoMaS
Helper, Utah, Lodge 689

Price, UT

• The Slovene National Benefit 
Society and Lodge 518 in Mel-
vindale, Mich., recognized Bro. 
LEStEr aPPL for his 60 years 
of membership. Bro. Appl writes:

“Wow, I can hardly believe I 
have been a member for 60 years. 
What a wonderful time it has been. 
It is because of my wonderful wife, 
Betty, and her family that I became 
a member. Betty’s family, the 
Renkos, helped make our SNPJ 
Lodge an active and fun place to 
meet. Betty has passed on, but 
our five children — Lester, Debra, 
Pat, John and James — still talk 
about all the fun they had with 
SNPJ bowling leagues, Mother’s 
Day pageants and Christmas 
celebrations.

“Our local SNPJ Lodge meet-
ings were something we looked 
forward to each month. We would 
meet with like-minded people and 
enjoy activities for little cost and 
much reward. It was like a family 
reunion each month.

“I worked as a printer in Dear-
born, Mich., for almost 40 years, 

retiring 28 years ago. I turned 
90 in July 2017 and now live in 
beautiful San Diego with my oldest 
daughter. My granddaughter, her 
husband and two fantastic great-
grandchildren are only two blocks 
away. I keep busy with many of 
their activities.

“I’ve found that the more I do, 
the better I feel. I volunteer at the 
nearby elementary school and 
middle school, and also at our 
church. Exercise and a daily walk 
have helped keep me in shape, 
along with God’s blessings of 
course.

“I have many happy memories 
with SNPJ and thank the Society 
for making all of them possible.”

Bro. LEStEr aPPL
Melvindale, Mich., Lodge 518

San Diego, CA

• Milwaukee Lodge 584 member 
Sis. DoLorES SLESriCk was 
honored by the SNPJ for her 70-
year membership. She writes:

“Thank you for the beautiful 
embroidered blanket I received 
for my 70th anniversary. The only 
thing I can say is time sure flies.

“My father, John Suppanchick, 
was born in Austria and eventu-
ally settled in Sheboygan, Wis. 
He married my mother, Victoria 
Schwartz, of Sheboygan. I’m very 
proud to say they tutored many 
immigrants to assist them in be-
coming U.S. citizens.

“My father was instrumental in 
organizing an English-speaking 
SNPJ Lodge in Sheboygan, the 
former Lodge 634. The Lodge 
later merged with Milwaukee 
Lodge 584. My father held several 
offices and my mother served as 
treasurer. For several years my 
late brother, Albin V. Suppanchick, 
also served as treasurer while 
my late sister-in-law, Virginia M. 
Suppanchick, served as recording 
secretary. I served as co-director 
of the Lodge’s youth Circle, along 
with John Resnick.

“Lodge 634 was very active at 
one time. We hosted dances, pic-
nics and bus trips to SNPJ picnics 
in Milwaukee. One of our dances, 
held at the Sheboygan Armory, 
featured Frank yankovic. Such 
wonderful memories.

“I retired from Firstar Bank in 
Sheboygan as an assistant vice 
president and trust officer. I look 
forward to reading every issue of 
PROSVETA.”

Sis. DoLorES SLESriCk 
Milwaukee Lodge 584
Sheboygan Falls, WI

• Sis. anniE SantEL, a member 
of Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138, was 
recognized by the Society for her 
70-year membership.

Sis. Santel was born in 1929 
in Curry/Broughton, Pa., to Mary 
and Joe Malli. As a young girl, she 
was active in a variety of SNPJ 
Lodge activities and events. She 
enjoyed all the dances, Christmas 
programs and other events held at 
the local SNPJ Lodge.

Sis. anniE SantEL
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Growing up on the hill adjacent 
to South Park, Sis. Santel, her 
sisters Mary and Alice, her brother 
Joe, and their friends had many 
fun times playing in the woods 
and in the park. Her father, Joe 
Malli, built “Malli’s Grove” on the 
hill. Annie recalls enjoying the 
times when churches and other 
organizations held their picnics in 
the grove, where many weddings 
were held as well.

Annie met a nice Slovenian boy 
named Marty Santel at a dance in 
Strabane, and they got married 
in 1955. They have two daugh-
ters, Mary Ann and Carol; four 
granddaughters, Kara, Kelsey, 
Nicole and Danielle; and one 
great-granddaughter, Peyton, all 
of whom they love dearly. When 
their daughters were young, Sis. 
Santel took them to the Christmas 
programs at the former SNPJ 
Lodge in Meadowlands, Pa.

Over the years, Sis. Santel and 
her family have enjoyed many 
beach vacations and road trips to 
Philadelphia, Gettysburg, Pa., and 
Washington, DC. With their retired 
friends, Annie and Marty have 
taken bus tours to the Grand Ole 
Opry, New york City during Christ-
mas and a few other destinations.  

Annie and Marty, now mar-
ried 62 years, enjoy a happy and 
comfortable lifestyle going to local 
festivals and county fairs, visiting 
their daughters and granddaugh-
ters, and eating out at Bob Evans.

Sis. anniE SantEL 
Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138

Houston, PA

• Sixty-year SNPJ member Bro. 
JoHn J. MartinCiC was hon-
ored by the Society and Strabane, 
Pa., Lodge 138 for his longtime 
membership. He writes:

“Thank you for the 60-year gift 
of a pen. In addition to my time 
as a member of Lodge 138, I was 
also a member youth Circle 19 
as a child.

“I retired from the USPS in 
1995. My wife, Karen, passed 
away in 2004. In 2008, I traveled 
to Slovenia with three other John 
Martincics: my late father, my son 
John Edward and my grandson 

John Paul, all of whom are also 
SNPJ members.”

Bro. JoHn J. MartinCiC
Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138

Tionesta, PA

• The Slovene National Benefit 
Society and Lodge 107 in St. Louis, 
Mo., recognized Bro. MiLEnko 
CAR for his 70 years of SNPJ 
membership.

Bro. Milenko “Emil” Car was 
born and raised in St. Louis. He 
is from a family of six children:  
Mary, Helen, John, Katie, and 
twin brother, Dave. As a graduate 
of Hadley Technical School, Emil 
was hired as a mechanical drafts-
man at White-Rodgers, a division 
of Emerson Electric, in 1946.

Bro. Car served in the U.S. Army 
during the Korean War.  Shortly 
after returning home from Korea, 
he began dating Shirley, whom he 
met at White-Rodgers and mar-
ried on May 24, 1958. Following 
their wedding, Shirley gave up her 
career to become a homemaker.

Emil’s daughter, Sharon, was 
born in February 1962, and his 
son, Dwayne, was born in October 
1964. Sharon is the administrative 
assistant to the chairman, presi-
dent and CEO of Graybar Electric. 
Dwayne is an electrical engineer 
at Boeing.

Bro. Car retired from White-
Rodgers as a design engineer in 
1990 after 44 years of dedicated 
service. Emil and his beloved Shir-
ley enjoyed retirement life and 55 
years of marriage before her pass-
ing in May 2013. Emil continues to 
stay active in his retirement years.

Bro. MiLEnko Car 
St. Louis, Mo., Lodge 107

St. Louis, MO
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Looking for information on your SNPJ 
life insurance and annuity policies? 
Simply log on to snpj.org and follow 
the step-by-step instructions.

at your
fingertips

information

SnPJ fraternal sympathies

sis. aNNe Grimm
• Lodge 603 •

SAMSULA, Fla. — The 
Grimm family and the mem-
bers of Lodge 603 sadly report 
the Nov. 9, 2017, passing of 
Sis. Anne Grimm, 100, of 
Miami Springs, Fla. She was 
an Honorary Member (outlived 
member) of SNPJ, having out-
lived her SNPJ policy in 2016.

Sis. Grimm was born April 
7, 1917, in Sewickley, Pa., a 
daughter of John and Anna 
Kaus. In 1940 she moved to 
Coral Gables, Fla., where she 
met her future husband, Frank. 
She was a wonderful mother, 
legendary cook, avid bowler 
and fierce bridge player.

In addition to her parents, 
Anne was preceded in death 
by her husband and four sib-
lings, John, Emil, Rudy and 
Christine.

She is survived by her sister, 
Matilda Gasparich of Pitts-
burgh, and her children, Gene, 
Lori Andre, Gary (Debby) 
and Chris (Caroline). As their 
loving “mema,” Sis. Grimm 
will also be missed by her 
grandchildren, Gene Jr., Steven 
(Kathy), Michele, Clifford Cali 
(Rachael), Gary Jr. (Ashlee), 
Brian, Jenny Kantner (Sonny) 
Cassie and Taylor Andre; and 
four great-grandchildren.

Services for Sis. Grimm 

were celebrated Nov. 15, 2017, 
at Blessed Trinity Catholic 
Church, Miami Springs.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 603 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Grimm’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

sis. delilah l. PhilliPs
• Lodge 165 •

WICKHAVEN, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 165 sadly 
report the Jan. 6, 2018, passing 
of Sis. Delilah Lucille Phillips, 
56, of Carmichaels, Pa., in her 
home.

Sis. Phillips was born Feb. 
27, 1961, in Waynesburg, Pa., a 
daughter of the late William C. 
Phillips and Lucille Benning-
ton Phillips. A homemaker, 
she loved spending time with 
her family and hosting family 
dinners.

Surviving are her fiancé, 
John Johnson; a daughter, 
Brittney Beckett of Waynes-
burg; a son, John (Heather) 
Beckett of Carmichaels; two 
stepchildren, Rebecca Stark 
and Thomas Stark Jr., both 
of Smithfield, Pa.; 15 grand-
children; a brother, William 
E. Phillips of Greenbackville, 
Va.; and several nieces and 
nephews.

Services for Sis. Phillips 
were celebrated Jan. 9 in Mil-
liken and Throckmorton Fu-
neral Home, Inc., Waynesburg, 
officiated by Pastor James 
D. Lewis. Burial followed in 
Bethlehem Cemetery, Ruff 
Creek, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 165 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Sis. 
Phillips’ family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. BruNo dallaPiazza
• Lodge 6 •

SyGAN, Pa. — The members 
of Lodge 6 sadly announce 
the Jan. 7, 2018, passing of 
Bro. Bruno DallaPiazza, 95, 
of Oakdale, Pa., in St. Clair 
Hospital, Mt. Lebanon, Pa.

Bro. DallaPiazza was born 
Sept. 2, 1922, in Noblestown, 
Pa., a son of the late Fortonato 
and Angelina Gumbalongo 
DallaPiazza.

A 37-year SNPJ member, 
he was also a member of 
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic 
Church, Robinson Twp., Pa., 

and was a co-owner of Piazza 
Brothers Trucking, Inc. He 
enjoyed dancing and playing 
cards.

He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Dolores E. Louisa 
DallaPiazza; a daughter, Bo-
nita “Bonnie” L. Viverito; a 
son-in-law, Anthony “Tony” 
Viverito; four brothers, Frindo, 
Gilbert, Warren and Bill Dal-
laPiazza; and four sisters, Ze-
linda Montgomery, Carmella 
DeVandry, Ida DallaPiazza 
and Olympia Mazzocco Elias.

Surviving are his grandson, 
Michael (Amy) Viverito of 
Oakdale; a great-grandchild, 
Elena Viverito; several nieces 
and nephews; and his compan-
ion, Rose Rederer. 

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Bro. Dalla-
Piazza Jan. 12 in Holy Trinity 
Roman Catholic Church. Inter-
ment followed in Resurrection 
Cemetery, Moon Twp., Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 6 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our condolences to Bro. 
DallaPiazza’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

sis. ethel m. Kolovich
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the Jan. 11, 2018, pass-
ing of Sis. Ethel M. Kolovich, 
95, of Houston, Pa., in Premier 
Healthcare of Washington.

Sis. Kolovich was born 
May 24, 1922, in Avella, Pa., a 
daughter of the late Louis and 
Katherine Siders Kendo. She 
had resided in Houston since 
1953 and was once employed 
at the former Canonsburg Pot-
tery Co. 

She was a 69-year SNPJ 
member, and a member of 
St. Patrick Roman Catholic 
Church in Canonsburg, Pa.

On June 28, 1947, she mar-
ried Frank “Duck” Kolovich. 
He preceded her in death on 
Jan. 19, 1990.

Surviving are her only son, 
Martin L. (Diane) Kolovich 
of Houston; three grandsons, 
Martin (Holly) Kolovich Jr., 
Michael (Bronwyn) Kolovich 
and Mathew (Misty) Kolovich; 
six great-grandchildren; and 
several nieces and nephews.

In addition to her husband 
and parents, she was pre-
deceased by two brothers, 
Leonard and Robert Kendo; 
and a sister, Betty Mulshen. She 
was the last of her immediate 

family.
A Catholic blessing service 

was held for Sis. Kolovich on 
Jan. 16 in Salandra Funeral 
and Cremation Services, Inc., 
Canonsburg. Interment fol-
lowed in St. Patrick Cemetery, 
Canonsburg.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Sis. 
Kolovich’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

sis. Betty m. shadecK
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the Jan. 12, 2018, pass-
ing of Sis. Betty Marie Barale 
Arbogast Shadeck, 77, of 
Washington, Pa., in Washing-
ton Hospital.

Sis. Shadeck was born 
Oct. 18, 1940, in Washington, 
a daughter of the late Steve 
Barale and Betty Brookman 
Barale. She was a 46-year SNPJ 
member and had worked as a 
bartender at the former SNPJ 
club in Meadowlands, Pa., for 
many years.

She enjoyed traveling, play-
ing video games and talking 
on the phone with family and 
friends.

Surviving are a son, Mitch-
ell (Ginger) Arbogast of Cam-
eron, W.Va.; a daughter, Karen 
(Harry) Clark of Claysville, 
Pa.; a brother, Ed (Caryl) 
Barale of Amity, Pa.; and 
many grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband, George 
Shadeck, who passed away 
April 10, 1993; a son, Richard 
Arbogast; and a daughter who 
died in infancy.

Services for Sis. Shadeck 
were held Jan. 16 in William 
G. Neal Funeral Homes, Ltd., 
Washington. Burial followed 
in West Alexander Cemetery, 
Claysville.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our condolences to Sis. 
Shadeck’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

sis. marleNe P. JosePh
• Lodge 721 •

ALIQUIPPA, Pa. — The Jo-
seph family and the members 
of Lodge 721 sadly report 
the Jan. 15, 2018, passing of 
Sis. Marlene P. Joseph, 82, of 
West Wareham, Mass., in her 
home surrounded by her lov-
ing family. 

Sis. Joseph was born and 
raised in Aliquippa, a daugh-
ter of the late John and Mary 
(Smrekar) Leasha. She later 
moved to Boston to be with 
her husband, the late Ernest 
John Joseph, and start their 
family. They eventually settled 
in Brockton, Mass.

Marlene was a talented and 
accomplished oil-painting art-
ist. She began her education 
studying art at Mt. Gallitzin 
Academy in Pennsylvania and 
continued her studies at the 
Pittsburgh Institute of Fine 
Arts. After moving to Brock-
ton, she opened a studio/gallery 
where she taught art lessons to 
adults and children for many 
years while raising her family. 
After retirement, she moved 
to Cape Cod and eventually 
settled in Wareham, Mass.

Sis. Joseph was a very lov-
ing mother and grandmother 
whose main happiness in life 
centered around enjoying time 
with her loving family.

Survivors include her chil-
dren, Ernest (Joyce) Joseph of 
Boston, Scott (Danielle) Joseph 
of Upton, Mass., and Nancy 
Joseph (Joseph Lunnin) of 
Wareham; and four grandchil-
dren, Christopher, Brittany, 
Benjamin and Ayden Joseph.

On behalf of the members 

Sis. ANNE GRIMM (603) Sis. MARLENE P. JOSEPH (721)

SnPJ Crossword
ST. PATRICK’S DAy (#0318) solution

In LovIng MeMory
of our dear brother and friend

Tony (“Sonny”) Kren

Girard, Ohio, Lodge 643

We Miss You

June 14, 1940 — April 11, 2011

In loving memory of our beloved mother, 
grandmother and great-grandmother

It has been 16 years since you left us...

Mary LIpovec gLad
February 12, 1904 - April 21, 2002

Sadly missed by her family
Mary Lou Vidergar;

Frank, Gretchen, Anna & Ivan;
and Lisa, Keith & Mia.

*     *     *

karEn a. Pintar
National Secretary/COO

DEatHS rEPortED
For the month of January 2018
   DatE oF
LoDGE naME DEatH City-StatE
 A01 Paul E. Grundke 11-04-2017 New Town, Pa.
 A01 Frances A. Vereb 11-09-2017 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 A02 Theodore Sprys Jr. 08-09-2017 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 5 Frank E. Shamrov 08-08-2017 Maple Heights, Ohio
 5 Jane M. Salamon 12-17-2017 Chesterland, Ohio
 6 Frank H. Baker 12-27-2017 Boardman, Ohio
 6 Janet A. Strimlan 12-18-2017 Finleyville, Pa.
 6 Harry L. Bayts  11-15-2017 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 6 Kathleen R. Rothrauff 12-05-2017 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 6 Betty A. Curtis 01-17-2018 McDonald, Pa.
 6 Elizabeth M. Daddario 01-06-2018 Brooksville, Fla.
 6 Stanley P. Zeman 01-06-2018 Bridgeville, Pa.
 31 Marcia R. Hamelly 12-09-2017 Grove City, Pa.
 41 Margaret E. Sartori 12-09-2017 Irwin, Pa.
 53 Angela Vargo 12-04-2017 Cleveland, Ohio
 87 Max Vozel 12-13-2017 Herminie, Pa.
 87 John J. Moran 11-13-2017 West Newton, Pa.
 87 Elizabeth Urchasko 11-26-2017 Frederick, Md.
 89 Joseph Kaposy 08-19-2017 Avella, Pa.
 106 Theresa R. Lah 12-07-2017 McKees Rocks, Pa.
 113 Charlene M. Dupin 01-01-2018 Kaysville, Utah
 138 Robert P. Wagner 11-21-2017 Strabane, Pa.
 138 Donald E. Smodic 01-10-2018 Ft. Myers, Fla.
 138 Jerome M. Vinisky 01-19-2017 Washington, Pa.
 158 Emma J. Plesivec 12-07-2017 Fairport Harbor, Ohio
 158 William W. Gooding 10-25-2017 Cleveland, Ohio
 158 Gilbert F. Hervatin 05-27-2017 Nashville, Tenn.
	 218	 Catherine	L.	Ridolfi	 12-15-2017	 Trinidad,	Colo.
 218 Mary L. Sorrentino 01-17-2018 Albuquerque, N.M.
 257 Dennis W. Saxby 12-19-2017 Parma, Ohio
	 304	 Dorris	C.	Lovrin	 12-26-2017	 Fairfield,	Calif.
 355 Mary F. Mahne 08-05-2014 Morrisville, N.C.
 355 Julia Spofford 12-22-2017 Cleveland Heights, Ohio
 459 Kirsten C. Ing 11-27-2017 Grand Blanc, Mich.
 562 Beverly J. Skoff 10-15-2017 San Diego, Calif.
 576 Andrew Budinak Jr. 03-30-2016 Cleveland, Ohio
 576 John J. Turk 12-31-2017 Novelty, Ohio
 581 Richard C. Jones 12-13-2017 Winston Salem, N.C.
 584 Carol J. Erickson 11-28-2017 Chisholm, Minn.
 603 Summer L. Ferreira 11-23-2017 New Smyrna Beach, Fla.
 603 Dolores M. Fiello 12-12-2017 Oak Hill, Fla.
 617 Eleanor J. Bury 12-07-2017 Washington, Pa.
 626 Edward F. Gabrosek 10-15-2017 Eastlake, Ohio
 629 David R. Milliren 11-24-2017 North Versailles, Pa.
 715 Sandra Bresuciak 12-16-2017 Tarentum, Pa.
 715 Vincent J. Marino 12-21-2017 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 721 Virginia M. Ohler 12-18-2017 Aliquippa, Pa.
 721 Casimire Koszela 12-27-2017 New Castle, Pa.
 729 Georgia A. Dufalo 12-26-2017 West Frankford, Ill.
 729 Jonathan A. Quinn 11-08-2017 Brownsville, Pa.
 729 Catherine A. Valgora 12-16-2017 Perryopolis, Pa.
 749 Karl R. Birkhimer 01-07-2018 Johnstown, Pa.
 776 Stacey L. Lambert 08-15-2017 New Bern, N.C.
 776 John M. Tomon 08-22-2017 Ellwood City, Pa.
 786 Susan M. Magreta 01-28-2017 Sun City, Ariz.

of Lodge 721 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Joseph’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

sis. Betty a. curtis
• Lodge 6 •

SyGAN, Pa. — The members 
of Lodge 6 sadly report a sec-
ond recent loss with the Jan. 
17, 2018, passing of Sis. Betty 
Ann “Betty Boop” Curtis, 74, 
of McDonald, Robinson Twp., 
Pa., formerly of Clinton, Pa., in 
Heritage Valley, Sewickley, Pa. 

Sis. Curtis was born March 
31, 1943, in Washington, Pa., a 
daughter of the late William E. 
and Helen Dallesandra Porter. 
A homemaker, she enjoyed 
bowling, playing bingo and 
going to the casino. She was a 
17-year SNPJ member.

Surviving are her children, 
Anthony (Tammie) Curtis of 
Georgia, Mike (Kim) Curtis of 
McDonald, Mary Ann (John) 
McLaughlin of Hookstown, 
Pa., and Robert (Vickey) Curtis 
of East Liverpool, Ohio; step-
children Ronald A. Hertzler Jr., 
Dana M. Bradwell and Renee 
E. Blank; seven grandchil-
dren; six great-grandchildren; 
siblings Raymond Porter of 
Midway, Pa., Jessie (the late 
Dave) Hertzler of Oakdale, 
Pa., Wayne (Pat) Porter of 
Clinton, Bill (Sue) Porter of 
Avonmore, Pa., and Dawn (the 
late Sam) Reno of Midway; and 
a sister-in-law, Phyllis Porter of 
Glendale, Pa.

She was preceded in death 
by her first husband, Francis 
Curtis, in 1988; her second 
husband, Ronald A. Hertzler 
Sr., in 2009; and three broth-
ers, Guy, Tom and Jack Porter.

A funeral service for Sis. 
Curtis was held Jan. 20 in 
Thomas-Little Funeral Ser-
vice, Inc., McDonald.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 6 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Curtis’ family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. doNald J. maNziNi
• Lodge 6 •

SyGAN, Pa. — The members 
of Lodge 6 sadly report a third 
recent loss with the Jan. 24, 
2018, passing of Bro. Donald 
“Munzo” Manzini, 91, of Brid-
geville, Pa.

Bro. Manzini was born 
March 18, 1926, a son of the 
late Felix and Louisa Castelli 
Manzini. He served with the 
U.S. Navy in the Pacific The-
ater during World War II. He 
was a 75-year SNPJ member.

He was preceded in death 
by his wife of more than 70 
years, Molly Marusic Manzini.

Surviving are a son, Ron-
ald (Dorene) Manzini; three 
grandchildren, Donna (Tony) 
Marcano, Ronald Manzini Jr. 
and David Manzini; and three 
great-grandchildren, Allison, 
Elyse and Lauren Marcano.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Bro. Man-
zini on Jan. 29 in St. Barbara 
Church, Bridgeville.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 6 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our condolences to Bro. 
Manzini’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

A CENTURY
in the making

Name _________________________________________

Address _______________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________

Number of copies _______________________________

RETURN THIS ORDER FORM TO
Slovene national Benefit Society

247 West allegheny road • imperial, Pa  15126-9774

Payment in full must accompany all orders. Make checks payable to SNPJ.
Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery.

Proud of your SNPJ membership? Then you 
owe it to yourself to delve deeper into SNPJ 
history through the pages of An Inspired Jour-
ney — The SNPJ Story: The First One Hundred 
Years of the Slovene National Benefit Society. This 
richly-illustrated chronicle of SNPJ  history is 
available for purchase.

$15.00 each — plus $2.50 s/h
add $1 shipping for each additional copy ordered
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2018 SnPJ Winter Classic Bowling tournament results
Tournament rolled Feb. 16-18, co-hosted by SNPJ Lodges 6 and 138
Men’s Doubles Event   
team Lodge Score Prize
*J. Cadez/C. Cadez 138 1,489 $230
**B. Kessler/J. Neubauer 6 1,535 $230 
B. Krek/J. Golden 6 1,522 $170 
P. Coppola/B. Barton 138 1,479 $130 
E. Lorenzato/J. Lorenzato 6 1,476 $82 
J.J. Neubauer/G. Supinsky 6 1,468 $58
D. Martino/F. Visnikar 6 1,454 $56 
K. Vogrig/S. Wiant 138 1,454 $56 
A. Brumbaugh/J. Bevec 138 1,449 $52 
A. Paul/R. Hervol 138 1,444 $50 
M. Lucas/R. Brumbaugh 138 1,441 $46 
P. Grady/A.J. Phillips 6 1,422 $46 
T. Zupancic/S. Padgelek 6 1,418 $44 
C. Young/J. Young 576 1,406 $42 
E. Valencic/D. Burt 138 1,394 $40

Men’s Singles Event   
name Lodge Score Prize
*B. Lawrence 138 782 $125 
**G. Marshman 138 778 $125 
B. Barton 138 764 $95 
E. Lorenzato 6 755 $70 
G. Supinsky 6 751 $60 
K. Vogrig 138 742 $53 
M. Reed 6 740 $49 
J. Snider 138 727 $47 
J. Young 576 726 $46 
D. Fetcko 138 722 $45 
N. Bible 6 722 $45 
G. Volpe 158 721 $42 
T. Verch 158 719 $40 
S. Wiant 138 718 $38 
J.J. Neubauer 6 713 $36 
J. Cummings 6 706 $35 

C. Wolff 6 705 $34 
B. Krek 6 698 $32 
G. Gottschalk 6 698 $32 
D. Donavan 6 691 $30 
B. Hervol 138 686 $28
S. Morgan 138 683 $27 
D. Brand 6 682 $26 
L. Rukas 138 679 $24 
J. Abajace 138 678 $23 
P. Grady 6 675 $22 
D. White 138 674 $21 
R. Hervol 138 670 $19 
A. Paul 138 668 $18 
J. Neubauer 6 667 $17 
N. Robb 6 664 $14 
A. Laskosky 138 664 $14

Men’s team Event   
team Lodge Score Prize
*Ron Godish Pro Shop 138 2,549 $180
**3rd Avenue Thugs 6/715 2,816 $180
Frightened Turtles 6 2,777 $136
Gutter Rats 138 2,640 $100
Kabach’s 138 2,633 $96
Hawaiian Renegades 6/106 2,617 $92
Weiners 6 2,608 $88
Wackos 6 2,606 $84
Martay’s Partay 6 2,592 $80
Big Bowler Brand 6/576 2,588 $76
Hey Beer Me 6 2,580 $72

Men’s all-Events   
name Lodge Score Prize
*D. Donavan 6 2,046 $60
**B. Barton 138 2,207 $60

J. Young 576 2,200 $55
J. Golden 6 2,179 $45
G. Gottschalk 6 2,178 $35
B. Kessler 6 2,161 $30
T. Zupancic 6 2,127 $29
D. Martino 6 2,125 $27
B. Hervol 138 2,107 $25
J. Snider 138 2,103 $24

Women’s Doubles Event   
team Lodge Score Prize
*N. Cameron/K. Maier 138 1,110 $186
**C. Boyer/C. Koenig 138 1,392 $186
R. Pelino/D. Zimbicki 6 1,389 $140
J. Nakoneczny/S. Sacco 138 1,383 $80
S. Srnick/T. Halaburda 158 1,364 $54
S. Volpe/J. Braun 158/6 1,356 $52
D. Brand/D. Bible 6 1,332 $48
K. Miller/L. Lorenzato 6 1,327 $46
T. Vehar/N. Vehar 138 1,325 $44
S. Marting/B. Shultz 138 1,324 $42
N. Wright/R. Wright 6 1,308 $40

Women’s Singles Event   
name Lodge Score Prize
*N. Wright 6 608 $110
**J. Phillips 6 757 $110
K. Miller 6 743 $80
B. Bozicevich 6 737 $65
C. Koenig 138 728 $55
J. Nakoneczny 138 714 $48
D. Zimbicki 6 713 $43
K. Pintar 6 712 $37
P. Evanish 715 701 $35

M. Graff 138 696 $32
D. Bible 6 690 $31
N. Cameron 138 685 $30
D. Bradwell 6 681 $29
S. Srnick 158 678 $29
C. Boyer 138 676 $28
K. Maier 138 675 $25
S. Marting 138 674 $24
B. Shultz 138 674 $24
D. Zupancic 6 669 $23
D. Supinsky 6 665 $22
A. Perdan 604 665 $22

Women’s team Event   
team Lodge Score Prize
*Ball Busters 6 1,911 $180
**Beer Babes 138 2,702 $180
The Glob Girls 6/158 2,642 $120
Oh Sh##! 138 2,638 $108
Superstars 6 2,631 $100
Wag’s Headache 138 2,609 $92
Making Bowling Great Again 6/158/715 2,599 $88
“Damn” Girls 138 2,571 $80

Women’s all-Events   
name Lodge Score Prize
*M. Graff 138 1,777 $60
**J. Phillips 6 2,147 $60
D. Zimbicki 6 2,109 $43
N. Wright 6 2,090 $27
K. Miller 6 2,084 $26
M. Wagner 138 2,046 $25
T. Halaburda 158 2,036 $24

*Indicates Actual Champion
**Indicates Handicap Champion

name Lodge Score Prize name Lodge Score Prize name Lodge Score Prize

1.

2.

1.

2.

All-Events
$5 per 
person

YES/NO

Highest 
Average
2016-17

Lodge
No.

Doubles & Singles Event 
Entry fee $30 per person

Saturday Only

SNPJ 82nd National Bowling Tournament
May 5-6, 2018

1.

2.

3.

4.

Highest
Average
2016-17

Lodge
No.

Four-Person Team Event
Entry fee $60 per team

Sunday Only

Submit bowlers’ names by position in lineup

Team name _____________________________________
Team captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

The entry fee in each event is $15 per bowler, $5.70 of which shall be used 
for prizes, and $9.30 for bowling. An extra $5 is charged to all

who desire to compete for handicap all-events prizes.

Return form, along with fees of $15 per person, per event, to:
Gary Smrdel

4251 Oregon St. • Perry, OH 44081
Phone: (440) 655-7592

Make checks payable to SNPJ Lodge 158
ENTRY DEADLINE IS APRIL 13, 2018

All memberships will be verified at the SNPJ Home Office. 
Complete tournament rules are available by contacting the SNPJ 

Fraternal Department, 247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.
Schedule of entries will be posted online at www.snpj.org.

Colonial Lanes
3210 Wilmington Rd.
New Castle, PA 16105  
Phone: (724) 654-5000

www.coloniallanesbowling.com

Doubles & Singles
Saturday, May 5, 11 a.m.

Team Event
Sunday, May 6, 11 a.m.

54th CAL Don Gorjup Open Golf Tournament
May 26, 2018

at Rolling Green Golf Course, Huntsburg, OH
9 a.m. Shotgun Start

The $80 entry fee covers greens fees, cart, prizes, dinner, and
sandwich and beverage at the turn. Youth entry fee is $72.

Return this form, along with entry fees, to:
Rick Gorjup

7180 Kory Ct., Concord, OH 44077-2221 
Phone: (440) 354-5001 [H] or (440) 773-3233 [C]

Make checks payable to
SNPJ Cleveland Athletic League (CAL)
ENTRY DEADLINE IS MAY 19, 2018

The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament
rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department,

247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

Hdcp.PhoneLodgeName
1.

2.

3.

4.

Check Entry:
 Men Ladies Youth

Contact name: ________________________________________
e-mail: ______________________________________________

by RICK GORJUP (158) 
CAL President

CLEVELAND — This year 
marks our 54th year of hosting 
the CAL Open Golf Tourna-
ment, so don’t miss out on a 
great day of fun and fraternal-
ism. We have a great bunch 
of golfers, and with our CAL 
reps, friends and volunteers, 
this year’s outing should be 
the best!  

The outing is about 56 days 
away now, and we hope to have 
a record crowd. This past win-
ter wasn’t as bad as they have 
been the last several years, and 
hopefully spring weather is just 

around the corner.
This year’s CAL Don Gor-

jup Open Golf Tournament will 
be played at Rolling Green Golf 
Course in Huntsburg, Ohio, 
on Saturday, May 26. With a 
9 a.m. shotgun start, we ask 
that you arrive at the course 
by 8:15 a.m. for check-in at the 
pavilion. Here’s where you can 
pick up your goodie bags and 
scorecards before heading out 
on the links. 

Hot dogs and pivo will be 
available at the turn, and a 
great steak dinner awaits at 
the 19th hole. This is always 
a fun day, meeting old friends 

and making new ones.  And 
remember, this year the beer, 
pop and bottled water are free 
– all day long!

The entry fee of $80 for 
adults ($72 for youth) includes 
green fees, cart, prizes, a good-
ie bag, dinner and a sandwich/
beverage at the turn. We’ll 
again offer our hole-in-one 
contest which awards $5,000 to 
the lucky golfer who can obtain 
that elusive ace. Prizes will be 
offered on the other par-3 holes 
as well. Your friendly hostesses 
will again be stationed on the 
course to provide some libation 
and a toast to Don.

To have even more fun, 
one can dress in something 
unusual, if one likes, for the 
day. There is no theme for 
the day, but change it up and 
surprise us.  The party bus will 
once again be coming from 
the SNPJ Recreation Center 
in Enon Valley, Pa.

Donations are coming in 
for our drawing, and we’re 
planning a few surprises this 
year.  See the entry form at left. 

So call your golf buddies 
and register early. We hope 
to see you on the course on 
a beautiful, sunny and warm 
Saturday, May 26.

Things are heating up for the CAL Gorjup Open

We value you as a member of the Slovene National Benefit 
Society and we take your personal privacy seriously. We 

will inform you of our policies for collecting, using, securing 
and sharing non-public personal information the first time we 
do business and every year that you are an SNPJ member.

you have provided SNPJ with certain non-public personal 
information, such as your name, age, residence, marital sta-
tus and social security number. When you applied for life 
insurance you may have also provided us with employment 
and medical information and authorized us to obtain further 
information concerning your health history, mode of living, 
avocations and other personal characteristics. Based on 
this authorization, only the minimum amount of information 
necessary to underwrite your application has been collected. 
We may obtain other information from your transactions with 
us, such as your payment history and claim documentation.

We maintain the highest level of confidentiality concerning 
your non-public personal information. The employees at the 
SNPJ Home Office have been trained in the careful handling 
and protection of such information. Oversight of these mat-
ters is rigorous, and our employees understand that improper 
disclosure of non-public personal information is a serious 
matter with severe consequences.

We are a fraternal benefit society which has always been 
committed to protecting the privacy of our members. There 
are no affiliated financial institutions or third-party non-affiliates 
which have access to your non-public personal information, 
except pursuant to your written authorization. We never sell 
lists of our members’ names and addresses to any goods or 
services vendor.

Access to your records is limited to those Home Office 
employees who are working with your file. Should we be 
required to disclose information in connection with civil or 
criminal litigation we must comply; however, such instances 
are very rare. Our policy of protecting the security of non-public 
personal information also extends to potential insureds and 
former insureds who no longer maintain coverage with us.

Slovene National Benefit Society 

Privacy Policy

official Proceedings
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
Jan. 26, 2018
The meeting was called to order at 10 a.m. by President Evanish 
with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
The minutes from the Dec. 14, 2017, meeting were read and 
approved.
Discussed and revised the Lodge Bonus Program for 2018.
Reported that we had to replace the original furnace on the 
second	floor	of	the	Home	Office	building	as	it	stopped	functioning.
Reviewed and discussed the budget for the marketing area in 
2018. Reviewed sales goals and annualized premium goals for 
2018. Discussed annuities that are out of the surrender period 
and plans to convert these.
Discussed	the	SNPJ	Recreation	Center	financials,	projects,	and	
plans for the National Convention.
Reviewed the balance sheet as of Dec. 31, 2017, and discussed 
surplus, which increased; RBC requirements; and are awaiting 
the actuary’s Cash Flow testing.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:35 p.m.

Feb. 27, 2018
The meeting was called to order at 11 a.m. by President Evanish 
with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
The minutes from the Jan. 26, 2018, meeting were read and 
approved.
Discussed possible Bylaw and Resolution changes for the 
upcoming National Board meeting.
Discussed	Recreation	Center	financials,	programs	for	the	sum-
mer at the Recreation Center, and other miscellaneous items.
Reviewed the proposed sales incentive trip and will discuss this 
at a future meeting once we have had the opportunity to study it.
Discussed driveway and sidewalk repair at the SNPJ Home Of-
fice,	and	sealing	of	the	parking	lots.	In	the	process	of	obtaining	
bids and will have future discussion once bids are in.
Discussed Convention plans, housing for delegates who wish to 
stay at the Recreation Center, and other miscellaneous items.
Discussed the upcoming National Board meeting agenda, 
speakers, etc.
Approved payment of $50 membership fee for Friends of the 
Slovenian National Home.
Approved payment of $125 to the Ohio Fraternal Alliance for 
2018 member dues.
Approved payment of $100 to the Westmoreland County Federa-
tion for a fund-raiser event.
Approved payment of $75 to West Allegheny School District for 
a half-page ad in their musical theatre program book.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:45 p.m.
JoSEPH C. EVaniSH
National President/CEO

karEn a. Pintar
National Secretary/COO

Important figures to consider...
29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

1-800-843-7675

!
If your coverage is over 5 years old,

contact SNPJ for a policy review.
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rec Center Cabin renovation Donations
for the months of Dec. 2017, Jan. 2018 & Feb. 2018

Club Level Donations
Bronze Level

SNPJ Lodge 106, Imperial, Pa. .....................$1,000

 
SNPJ Lodge 603, Samsula, Fla. .................. $300

SNPJ Lodge 138, Strabane, Pa. .................. $100
 In memory of Carl “Bill” Fetcko
North Strabane Township Board of
Supervisors & Staff, Canonsburg, Pa. .......... $100
 In memory of Cynthia Paul
Denise Adams (138), Canonsburg, Pa. .......... $50
 In memory of Edward & Dorothy Cushman

SNPJ Lodge 254, Bon Air, Pa. ......................... $50
 In memory of 2017 deceased Lodge 254
 members
SNPJ Lodge 782, Glenshaw, Pa. .................... $50
 In memory of deceased Lodge 782 members 
Jim & Monica Progar (138), Perryopolis, Pa. ... $50
 In memory of Frank Mavrich

ANNOUNCE IT

CoSIDA honors for
Lodge 53 member

CLEVELAND — The 
College Sports Informa-
tion Directors of Ameri-
ca (CoSIDA) Academic 
All-American program 
named SNPJ Lodge 53 
member Anthony Rai-
mondo to the CoSIDA 
Academic All-District 
Team. He is the fourth 
player in the history of 
the Heidelberg men’s 
soccer program to earn 
this distinction, follow-
ing his brother, Greg, 
who received the honor 
in 2016.

Playing a key role 
in the back third, An-
thony helped anchor a 
defensive line that gave 
Heidelberg University a spot in the Ohio Athletic Conference 
(OAC) Tournament. As a student at Heidelberg, he double 
majors in mathematics and computer information systems.

Anthony is the son of Richard and Cheryl (53) Raimondo, 
and the grandson of Lodge 53 Secretary Martha Meglich and 
the late Albert Meglich.

antHony raiMonDo (53), 
a student at Heidelberg 
University, was recently named 
to the CoSIDA Academic All 
District soccer team.

50-year Members
April 2018
 Lodge Member
 A01 Mary E. Paradowski
 A01 Donna Sirinek Kling
 1 William G. Vlcek
 2 Betty K. Stubler
 2 Michael Resetich
 5 Rudolph F. Kastelic Jr.
 5 Catherine A. Schneider
 6 Lynn W. Manzini
 6 Harold R. Fray
 6 Charles L. Lazzini
 6 Pamela K. Walker
 87 Thelma Highberger
 89 John Yamber Jr.
 89 Joseph C. Schuler
 89 Mary Schuler
 138 William H. Nestor
 138 Robert L. DeLost
 142 Warren L. Jagodnik
 142 Dennis F. Lekan
 142 John E. Jagodnik
 174 Donna J. Peterman
 174 Mark F. Kochevar

Lodge Member
 207 Joseph T. Tebeau
 223 Theresa A. Zajec
 254 Frank Peter Bevc
 257 Joseph G. Klinec
 304 Thomas Lakner
 355 James J. Strle
 355 Sandra J. Cebasek
 559 Mary Jean Hayducak
 564 Anton R. Potochnik
 577 Lucille H. Boies
 577 Glenn R. Wooters
 584 Kirsten L. Haller
 584 Thomas J. Medved
 603 Mack W. Turberville
 604 James L. Oliverio
 715 Edward M. Fiala
 723 Sandra A. Umeck
 723 Charles R. Blasick
 729 Samuel L. Kocevar
 771 Lloyd M. Goehring
 771 Dale L. Penwell
 771 JoAnne A. Kliem

60-year Members
April 2018
 Lodge Member
 FD4 Albert C. Telipsky
 1 Eleanor A. Prelesnik
 106 Edward J. Derosky
 113 Sheryl A. Sulpizio
 254 Donald J. Rudalevige
 559 Sandra A. Russell

Lodge Member
	 562	 John	P.	Kroflich
 577 John J. Valko
 584 Shirley J. Milosz
 614 Ronald J. Zlatoper
 643 Shirley J. Mazei

 Lodge Member
 A02 Nelson H. Erb
 2 Mary B. Sterchi
 142 Robert E. Yelochen
 142 John Blazetic
 216 John H. Youk Sr.

70-year Members
April 2018

Lodge Member
 218 Ethel Valencich
 218 Katherine Martin
 584 William Potochnik
 584 Angela B. Maki

 Lodge Member
 106 Frances Hennig
 190 Frances M. Ritz
 559 Elsie Nelson

80-year Members
April 2018

Lodge Member
 564 Darvina M. Bossory
 614 Anna Augustine

by KEVIN RICHARDS
Lodge 106

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Greet-
ings from Imperial Lodge 
106, where we continue to 
play bar bingo on the first and 
third Thursdays of the month. 
Special early bird games start 
at 6:30 p.m.; the first regular 
game start at 7. Our kitchen is 
always open during bar bingo 
evenings.

Polkas return to the Impe-
rial Room at Lodge 106 on 

Sunday, April 8, from 2 to 6 
p.m. for another Super Sunday 
Polka. Jack and Dick Tady with 
the Tady Bears will share the 
stage with Guys and Dolls, and 
there will also be a super jam 
session. Special musical guest 
Bill Bevec will also perform, 
and the Lodge 106 kitchen will 
be serving a buffet.

The first Lodge 106 car 
cruise of the 2018 season is 
scheduled Sunday, May 20, 
starting at noon. Musical enter-

tainment will be provided by 
Get A Grip. Food for purchase 
will be provided by Smokin’ 
Jack’s BBQ. 

Our car cruises also offer 
drinks, a 50/50 drawing and 
door prizes, all on our level, 
paved parking lot and in our 
air-conditioned clubroom. 
Bikes are always welcome, and 
car cruise schedule magnets 
will be distributed to the first 
50 cars.

Would you like to receive 

periodic e-mails from Lodge 
106 with upcoming events and 
important announcements? If 
so, send an e-mail to snpj106@
gmail.com and we’ll add you 
to our list. 

Keep track of all the activi-
ties going on at SNPJ Lodge 
106 by visiting the “Upcoming 
Events” page on our website, 
www.snpjimperialpa.com, or 
by following SNPJ Lodge 106 
and the Imperial Room at SNPJ 
Lodge 106 on Facebook.

Spring marks return of car cruises to Lodge 106

LoDGE 603 FEStiVaL
FROM PAGE 1 

A total of $316 was raised 
from the raffle of a quilt do-
nated by Frances Wesley of Mt. 
Dora, Fla. Many thanks to all 
of you for purchasing tickets.  
Prizes for the weekend gift 
give-aways were donated by 
Lodge 603 President George 
Benedict, Cindy Griswold, Bill 
Tomazin, Ashley Benedict and 
Jeannette Humphrey.

The Saturday speaker from 
the SNPJ Home Office was 
National Secretary Karen 

Pintar. Karen always delivers 
a positive message from the 
National Board. She presented 
a check in the amount of $200 
from the Society in recognition 
of our cultural event.  

Miss SNPJ 2018 Lauren 
Sebusch of Lodge 576 in 
Cleveland was such a big help 
with the weekend drawings, 
and made her way throughout 
the hall greeting people. Lauren 
was a special guest, along with 
her mother Donna. Pauline 
Lockwood volunteered for 
kitchen duty on Friday, and 

Nancy Bass on Saturday. 
Elaine Figueroa reported 

that we received $300 from the 
SNPJ Home Office as a bonus 
for our Lodge activities held 
throughout 2017, and for en-
rolling several new members. 
Members are asked to send 
in their Lodge dues of $10 to 
Elaine. 

Donations have been re-
ceived for our Lodge Schol-
arship Fund, all of which are 
greatly appreciated. Lodge 
603 scholarship applications 
are available at the Lodge hall 
and from Recording Secre-
tary Rhonda Tesauro. Elaine 
Figueroa, Connie Massey 
and Jeannette Humphrey are 
serving on the scholarship 
committee.

The envelope containing 
our Lodge news and events 
schedule for 2018 also included 
a section for donating to the 
Lodge 603 Scholarship Fund. 
Mail your dues as soon as pos-
sible, as well as contributions 
to the scholarship fund, with 
checks made payable to SNPJ 
Lodge 603, c/o 3650 Lettuce 
Ln., New Smyrna Beach, FL 
32168. Please let Elaine know 
if your telephone number, e-
mail address or home address 
has changed.

Our March 6 meeting was 
led by President George Bene-
dict with all officers in atten-
dance. It was good to see Vice 

President Jerry Hafner at the 
polka festival and meeting fol-
lowing orthopedic surgery on 
his right elbow. He is mending 
well and ready to take on his 
duties at our Lodge hall. Our 
next meeting scheduled April 
2 starting with social and din-
ner at 6:30 p.m., followed by 
a business session at 7.

Our Lodge welcomed the 
SPARC group for a St. Pat-
rick’s Day dinner and dance 
on March 16 which was well 
attended. A donation from the 
group was presented to our 
Lodge for use of the hall and for 
the meal. Ruth Benedict took 
charge of the meal, and was 
assisted by her husband George 
and Jeannette Humphrey.

The AARP Free Tax Ser-
vice is held every Tuesday at 
our Lodge hall from 9 a.m. until 
noon. This free service will 
conclude on April 10.

Congratulations to SNPJ 
National Treasurer Robert 
Lawrence who has been named 
the 2018 Fraternalist of the 
Year by the Fraternal Societies 
of Greater Pittsburgh.

You can make reservations 
to rent the Lodge 603 Hall 
by phoning Lodge Manager 
Cindy Griswold at (386) 689-
9454 or by leaving a message 
on the Lodge hall answering 
machine at (386) 428-3983. 
Cindy always does a fine job. 
See you at the Lodge!

Lodge 603 member aSHLEy BEnEDiCt, flanked by her 
parents, rutH and GEorGE BEnEDiCt, celebrated her 
40th birthday during Florida SNPJ Days this year, and every 
year she spends her birthday helping out with the festivities.

2018 Florida SNPJ Days a fond memory for Lodge 603

by TAWNyA SPOHARSKI (6)
SNPJ Trailer Court Civic Assoc.

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — 
Am I blue? No, not anymore, 
because I’m excited about the 
official opening of the SNPJ 
Recreation Center! It may still 
be snowing outside, but the 
water will be turned on soon, 
and we will all be heading 
to camp for good times with 
friends and family. 

The Trailer Court Asso-
ciation is looking forward to 
sharing a season filled with 

music, food, parties and mak-
ing memories. So to kick off 
our season, please join us at 
our opening party in the Barn 
on Saturday, May 26, at 4 p.m. 
Break out your best blue attire 
and join us on a Journey Under 
the Sea. Mikey D will enter-
tain, and the main food course 
and drinks will be provided by 
the Trailer Court Association. 
We ask that members with 
surnames starting with A-M 
bring a dessert, and N-Z bring 
a side dish. Your foods don’t 

have to be blue, but if you have 
a special blue dish, we’ll all be 
willing to try it! 

For those of you who may 
be wondering, yes, we will 
have a 100 Chance Board (it 
will be blue) along with other 
drawings, giving you a chance 
to win some green! Remember, 
guests are always welcome to 
attend any party at a cost of 
$10 per person.

We will be collecting mem-
bership dues for the 2018 sea-
son and encourage everyone 

to join. Dues are $20 per adult 
and $10 for young adults (age 
17 to 20); dues for children age 
16 and under are free.

Please remember to visit 
our bulletin board in the hall-
way of the Gostilna and to 
check out our Facebook page 
for information on upcoming 
events and meetings, as well 
as photos of all the memories 
we make as part of the SNPJ 
community. That being said, 
we look forward to seeing all 
of you at the opening party!

S’more news from the SNPJ Trailer Court Assoc.

SNPJ Recreation Center
2018 Fraternal Events
Schedule
May 5-6 national Bowling tournament

May 27 recreation Center Brew & Bean Festival
  (Micro Brew & Chili Cookoff) 

June 8-9 SnPJ Heritage Center Weekend

June 15-17 SnPJ young adult Conference

July 13-15 SLoVEnEFESt 2018

July 27-29 youth roundup Weekend

July 27-29 tEL Workshop

July 29-Aug. 4 Family Week

Aug. 12-13 SnPJ national Convention

Aug. 19-25 SnPJ Senior Week

Aug. 31-Sept. 2 national SnPJ Days

Sept. 29 recreation Center Wine & Sausage Fest

SnPJ Scholarship Fund Donations
for the month of January & February 2018
Randall (138) & Cheryl Casciola, Pittsburgh ...$250
Verbick Memorial Fraternal Bowling Tournament,
Milwaukee ...................................................$212.50
SNPJ Lodge 225, Girard, Kan. ..................... $200
SNPJ Lodge 757, Price, Utah ....................... $150
 In memory of deceased members of Lodge 757
SNPJ Lodge 781, Avon, Ohio ....................... $100
Westmoreland County (Pa.) Federation ....... $100
Kelly Botzler, Teri Furst, Barb Dettbarn, Karen Taylor,
Debbie Bienert, Terry Troy and Carol Bertram,
Bel Air, Md. ..................................................... $70
 In memory of Frank DeLost
Gerry, Laura, Jake, Niko & Jorma Borish (138),
Strabane, Pa. .................................................. $50
 In memory of Frank DeLost
Ken, Andrea, Kevin, Lesley & Anna Yarkosky (138),
Strabane, Pa., and Canonsburg, Pa. .............. $50
 In memory of Cynthia Paul
Cheryl Lindy (225), Kingwood, Tx. ................. $50
 In memory of Joseph Mlakar
Margaret Striner (138), Canonsburg, Pa. ....... $50
 In memory of Angelo Vogrig

SNPJ Lodge 31, Sharon, Pa. ......................... $35
 In memory of Marcia Hamelly
Marge Striner, Peggy Striner Gricar, and
Cheryl & Ken Vogrig (138), Canonsburg, Pa. .. $30
 In memory of Mike Skittle
SNPJ Lodge 559, Chicago ............................. $25
 In memory of Martha Lipasek
SNPJ Lodge 559, Chicago ............................. $25
 In memory of Frances Sovich
SNPJ Lodge 559, Chicago ............................. $25
 In memory of Donald Tusek
SNPJ Lodge 559, Chicago ............................. $25
 In memory of Eric Cole Bauer
SNPJ Lodge 559, Chicago ............................. $25
 In memory of Otto Doerk
SNPJ Lodge 559, Chicago ............................. $25
 In memory of Edward Hegner
SNPJ Lodge 559, Chicago ............................. $25
 In memory of Robert Tezak
SNPJ Lodge 559, Chicago ............................. $25
 In memory of Mark Kuban

SNPJ Lodge 559, Chicago ............................. $25
 In memory of Raymond Kezele
Doris M. White (138), Canonsburg, Pa. .......... $25
 In memory of Frank DeLost
Peggy Gricar (138), Canonsburg, Pa. ............ $25
 In memory of Angelo Vogrig
Louis & Nancy Koutoulakis (721), Aliquippa, Pa. ..$20
 In memory of Irma Zupancic
The Edward Engel Family (138), Canonsburg, Pa. ..$20
 In memory of Carl “Bill” Fetcko
Steve & Toni Vavrek (138), Strabane, Pa. ..... $20
 In memory of Cynthia Paul
Greg Thompson, Allison Engel and
Maxwell Thompson (138), Pittsburgh ............. $20
 In memory of Frank Mavrich
Greg Thompson, Allison Engel and
Maxwell Thompson (138), Pittsburgh ............. $20
 In memory of Cynthia Paul
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Engel and son (138),
Canonsburg, Pa. ............................................. $20
 In memory of Cynthia Paul


