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SNPJ saddened by the loss of former Regional 
Director Bro. William Tehovnik

Bro. WILLIAM O. TEHOVNIK
1938 – 2018

SEE Bro. WILLIAM TEHOVNIK
ON PAGE 6

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The Slovene National 
Benefit Society sadly announces the Dec. 20, 
2018, passing of former SNPJ Region 5 and 
Region 6 Director Bro. William O. Tehovnik, 
80, of Northville, Mich., formerly of Dearborn 
Heights, Mich.

Bro. Tehovnik was born Jan. 30, 1938, 
in Detroit, a son of the late Frank and Mary 
Tehovnik. 

A 63-year member of SNPJ Lodge 518 in 
Melvindale, Mich., Bro. Tehovnik served as 
Lodge president for 22 years, from 1975 until 
1997. He also served as secretary of the former 
Detroit Federation from 1966 through 1990, 
and was a campaigner for the SNPJ, enrolling 
a number of new members over the years.

Bill attended five consecutive SNPJ Qua-

drennial Conventions, serving as a delegate 
both from his Lodge and as a representative 
on the Society’s National Board. He attended 
his first SNPJ Convention at the SNPJ Rec-
reation Center in 1978, followed by the 1982 
SNPJ Convention held in Greensburg, Pa., 
the 1986 Convention in Warrendale, Pa., the 
1990 Convention in Cleveland, and the 1994 
Convention in Imperial, Pa.

During the 1978 Convention he was elected 
to the SNPJ National Board as Region 5 Di-
rector, serving from 1979-1982. At the 1986 
Convention he was elected SNPJ Region 6 
Director and served on the Society’s National 
Board in that position from 1987 through 1990.

Bro. Tehovnik is survived by his wife of 36 
years, Suzanne Tehovnik; two children, Mark 

Home Office closed for 
the Society anniversary
IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office will be closed Monday, April 22, 
in observance of the Society’s 115th an-
niversary, which we celebrate each year 
on April 6. Normal office hours, 8 a.m. 
until 5 p.m., will resume Tuesday, April 23.

• Arden M. Knoppers
Born July 5, 2018

Melvindale, Mich., Lodge 518
SNPJ Lodge 518 welcomes new member 
Arden Mandeville Knoppers to the Society. 
Arden is the son of Logan Knoppers (518) 
and Sara Parkhurst, grandson of John (518) 
and Sherry (8) Knoppers, great-grandson 
of the late Judy Mandeville (8), and great-
great-grandson of Emma Venisnik (8). We 
welcome Arden to the SNPJ and extend 
our best wishes to his entire family.
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YUKON, Pa. — The Westmoreland 
County Federation of SNPJ Lodges will 
hold a quarterly meeting Friday, April 26, 
starting at 6:30 p.m., hosted by Lodge 729 
at the Yukon Slovenian Hall. We will be 
planning for the 2019 season and discuss-
ing the Pretty In Pink cancer fund-raiser. 
All Westmoreland County SNPJ Lodge 
members are welcome to attend.

MARYANN BEBAR (41)
Federation President

Westmoreland Fed 
slates April 26 meeting

by KAREN A. PINTAR
SNPJ National Secretary/COO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — On April 1, 2019, the 
members of SNPJ Lodge 686 merged into SNPJ 
Lodge 584. The secretary of Lodge 584 is Jef-
frey Mlaker, 6403 W. Leroy Ave., Greenfield, 
WI  53200.  

Lodge 584 meetings are held monthly on 
the second Thursday of each month starting at 
7 p.m. at the Mary Queen of Heaven gym, 2360 
S. 106th St. in West Allis, Wis. These meetings 
are always followed by a social, offering coffee 
and baked goods donated by members.  

Letters have been sent to all members of 
SNPJ Lodge 686 informing them of this merger, 
as well as providing contact information for 
the Lodge secretary and meeting information.

We thank the officers of both Lodges for their 
dedication to their Lodges and the Society, and 
we encourage all former Lodge 686 members 
to become involved in their new Lodge 584.

April merger 
unites Lodges 
686 and 584

SHARON, Pa. — SNPJ Lodge 31 
members are invited to a dinner meeting 
Wednesday, April 24, at Hickory Grille, 
1645 North Hermitage Rd., Hermitage, 
PA 16148. The evening activity will begin 
at 5:30 p.m. Members will order from the 
menu; the Lodge will pay for the cost of 
the meals. Regular Lodge business and 
charitable contributions for 2019 will be 
discussed. Please RSVP by April 22 to 
Lodge Secretary Barb Bogolin by phoning 
(724) 347-1197 before 10 p.m.

BARB BOGOLIN
Lodge 31 Secretary/Treasurer

Lodge 31 schedules a 
dinner meeting in April

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. —  Are you 
golfing in the CAL Don Gorjup Golf 
Open? If so, leave the driving to us! A bus 
will depart the SNPJ Recreation Center 
May 25 at 6 a.m. The cost will depend on 
the number of riders, but we’re estimat-
ing $30 per person. We need to confirm 
our numbers early, so call Sara Taylor at 
(724) 344-0461 to reserve your seat today!

KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

Take the bus to the 
CAL Gorjup Golf Open

In the middle of winter, there’s probably no better place to be than in sunny Samsula, Fla. This 
group of SNPJ members attended Florida SNPJ Days, held Feb. 22-23 at the Lodge 603 Hall, 
enjoying two full days of entertainment, food, fun... and some of that beautiful Florida sunshine!

by JEANNETTE HUMPHREY
Lodge 603

SAMSULA, Fla. — Lodge 603 in beautiful 
downtown Samsula is staying busy these days. 
Our Florida SNPJ Days festivities were well 
attended, and we so enjoyed everyone coming 
to spend a couple of days and evenings with our 
Lodge members and friends.

We welcomed SNPJ National Secretary 
Karen Pintar who always brings us greet-
ings from the Home Office in Imperial, Pa., 
and gives us encouragement to continue our 
volunteer service on behalf our great Society. 
Karen’s visit wouldn’t be complete without her 

Florida SNPJ Days a lead-in to 
Easter festivities at Lodge 603

husband, Kenny.  
We were overjoyed to have Miss SNPJ 2019 

Elizabeth Smrdel (158) and her mother, Janet, 
attend our celebration. Elizabeth represents the 
Society quite well; she helped out throughout 
our two-day celebration with the drawings and 
greeting everyone attending our celebration.

Mary and Lenny Shaw offered a Slovenian 
custom: a sample of wine and a piece of bread 
to bring good luck to all. They set up a welcome 
table and greeted everyone who entered the hall. 
We ordered a good supply of Florida sunshine, 

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Delegates to the 2019 
SNPJ Young Adult Conference, scheduled 
June 14-16 at the SNPJ Recreation Center, are 
collecting wish list items for Ronald McDonald 
House Charities.

All Ronald McDonald Houses help provide a 
“home away from home” at little to no cost for 
families of pediatric patients receiving treatment 

at local hospitals. Our delegates are asking for 
your help collecting new and unused donations 
to help defray the cost of the supplies used daily 
at the Ronald McDonald Houses.

All Lodge secretaries will receive a flyer 
in their monthly mailing which includes some 
suggested wish list items. If you would like to 
receive one of these flyers, please contact SNPJ 
Fraternal Director Kevin Richards by e-mailing 
krichards@snpj.com.

Your help requested for the 2019 
Young Adult Conference project

SEE LODGE 603 EVENTS
ON PAGE 8

Offer to save in SNPJ’s 115th anniversary year
by JOSEPH C. EVANISH

SNPJ National President/CEO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — On April 6, the SNPJ will 
celebrate its 115th anniversary. In celebration of 
this anniversary we have introduced a special 
opportunity to receive a $115 savings, or the 
additional option to double that savings! Most 
members between the ages of 0-80 will receive 
this offer by mail.

The SNPJ Home Office staff began mailing 
these anniversary offers in February, and will 
continue to do so over the next several weeks 
until the mailing is complete. Members receiving 
the offer should respond quickly since it will 
expire 90 days after the mailing date.

This is a simple and easy way to add much 
needed life insurance at a reasonable cost with 
level payments. It is also a guaranteed insur-
ability program with no medical exam required 
(unless re-insurance requirements apply).

The plans being offered are a 5-Pay Life 
policy for youth members ages 0-17, a 15-Pay 
Life policy for members ages 18-59, and a Whole 
Life policy for members ages 60-80. These are 
permanent plans of insurance that offer lifetime 
coverage and build cash value. 

The $115 anniversary savings is applied as a 
credit off the first-year annual premium, which 
is a significant reduction – or you can double 
your savings to $230 by choosing an increased 

premium and higher coverage option. The 
amounts of life insurance coverage are based 
on your age and the option that you choose. At 
this point we are finding that many members 
are choosing the double savings option and 
obtaining increased life insurance coverage.

Another great part of the anniversary pro-
gram is that you can transfer the $115 savings 
to a potential member for a qualifying plan of 
insurance. This is an excellent way to introduce 
a family member or friend to SNPJ.

SNPJ values your membership and is proud 
to offer this 115th anniversary special. Please 
be sure to check your mail for this one-time 
special offer.
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Lodge/Organization

Type of Event 
 
 

Site 
 
 

If a concert or dance, who is
performing? 
 
 

Date 

Time 

Who to contact 
 
 

Phone (        )

Complete and return to: 
PROSVETA

247 W. Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA  15126-9774

e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

• APRIL 6 ......Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 Couples Nite 
Out in the Sunshine Room featuring live 
music by the Mansfield 5 following the 
reverse raffle. For tickets or information, 
contact Den Brand at (412) 260-9444 or 
e-mail dhbrand3517@gmail.com.

• APRIL 13.....SNPJ Lodge 6/SASC Bar Olympics. 
Blind draw for teams at 1 p.m., games 
begin at 1:30 p.m. Two games of 9-pin 
no-tap bowling, best of three games 
of darts, bean bag toss to 21. Open to 
SASC members and guests; entry fee 
is $20 per person. Sign up in the club 
room or by calling (412) 221-9862.

• MAY 4-5 ......SNPJ National Bowling Tourna-
ment at the SNPJ Recreation Center, 
Borough of SNPJ, Pa. For additional 
information contact Fraternal Director 
Kevin Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 
144 or e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

• MAY 4 .........California’s Golden Valley Lodge 745 
Wine Tasting and Luncheon at the Pes-
catore Vineyard and Winery, Newcastle, 
Calif., on the Placer County Wine Trail; 
1 p.m. Admission includes wine tasting, 
appetizers, salad, entree and dessert. 
Cost is $20 for SNPJ members, $25 for 
non-members. Contact Joe Mlakar at 
(916) 380-7722 or e-mail loskadolina@
surewest.net for more information.

• MAY 5 .........Girard, Ohio, Lodge 643 dance at 
Rolling Mills Bar & Grill (formerly Kuz-
man’s Lounge), 1025 S. State St. Rt. 
422, Girard; 3-7 p.m. Music by the Frank 
Stanger Band. For more information 
contact Ray Kovac (330) 824-2154.

• MAY 19 .......SNPJ Region 2 No-Tap Bowling 
Tournament hosted by Region 2 Vice 
President Jim Curl at the Sygan Lodge 
6 Bowling Center. Entry fee of $21 per 
person includes bowling and prize 
money. Bowling starts at 2 p.m.; food 
will be available at no cost to bowlers.

• MAY 25 .......CAL Don Gorjup Golf Open at 
Rolling Green Golf Club, Huntsburg, 
Ohio. For more information contact Rick 
Gorjup at (440) 354-5001.

• MAY 26 .......Brew & Bean Festival at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For additional information contact 
the SNPJ Recreation Center toll-free at 
1-877-767-5732.

• JUNE 14-16 ... SNPJ Young Adult Conference at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of 
SNPJ, Pa. For registration and additional 
event information, contact Fraternal 
Director Kevin Richards by calling 1-800-
843-7675 ext. 144 or e-mail krichards@
snpj.com.

• JUNE 30 .......... Westmoreland Co. Federation 
Pretty In Pink cancer fund-raiser at the 
Yukon Slovenian Hall, Yukon, Pa.; 2-6 
p.m. Music by The Polka Classics. Food 
and refreshments will be available. For 
additional information contact Lois Den-
ning at (412) 554-7404.

• JULY 12-14 ..... The 38th Slovenefest and the 63rd 
Miss SNPJ Pageant at the SNPJ Recre-
ation Center. For additional information 
phone the Recreation Center toll-free at 
1-877-767-5732 or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.
com. For pageant information, contact 
Fraternal Director Kevin Richards by 
calling 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144 or e-
mail krichards@snpj.com.

• JULY 26-28 .... Youth Roundup Weekend at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of 
SNPJ, Pa. For additional information 
contact, Fraternal Director Kevin Rich-
ards by calling 1-800-843-7675 ext. 
144 or e-mail krichards@snpj.com. The 
registration deadline is June 15.

• AUG. 11 ......... Lodge 53 annual picnic at the 
SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio, starting at 
1 p.m. Entertainment by the Jeff Pecon 
Orchestra. For details contact Martha 
Meglich at (440) 884-5043.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Hey, parents and 
grandparents, have you ever thought 
about sending your kids or grandkids 
away for a few days of camping fun? 
SNPJ Youth Roundup is one of the 
best weekend camp deals around, 

especially for SNPJ youth members!
SNPJ Youth Roundup will be held 

July 26-28. This camp is for SNPJ 
members ages 7 to 12 years old. The 
cost is $150 per camper and includes 
lodging, meals, activities and round-
the-clock supervision throughout the 
weekend. Non-members may attend 

for $200.
Campers will check-in Friday 

afternoon and meet their counselor 
and cabin mates before participating 
in sports, arts and craft classes, and 
pool activities throughout the week-
end. We’ll conclude with an awards 
program on Sunday afternoon. 

The deadline to register for Youth 
Roundup is June 15, so let’s get 
those campers registered! The Youth 
Roundup registration form is avail-
able on the “Youth Roundup” page 
at www.snpj.org. You can contact me 
by phoning 1-800-843-7675, ext. 144, 
or e-mailing krichards@snpj.com.

Summer’s coming: register now for Youth Roundup weekend 

by JIM CURL (6)
SNPJ Region 2 Vice President

SYGAN, Pa. — As SNPJ Region 2 
Vice President, I will once again be 
hosting the SNPJ Region 2 No-Tap 
Bowling Tournament at the Sygan 
Bowling Center on Sunday, May 19, 
starting at 2 p.m.

We welcome you to this fun-filled day 
of three games of no-tap bowling at the 
cost of $21 per person, which includes 
bowling, prizes, and the chance to win 
your entry fee back.  

Our Fraternal Director, Bro. Kevin 
Richards, will be on hand, grilling 
hamburgers and hot dogs. We will also 
be serving potato salad, macaroni salad 
and baked beans. The food is available 
free of charge to our bowlers.

You can register to bowl in the Re-
gion 2 No-Tap Tournament in the Sygan 
Lodge 6 clubroom or by phoning (412) 
221-9862. I hope to see you there!

The Region 2 
No-Tap Bowl 
returns to the 
Sygan lanes

by KATHLEEN SEIFERT
Lodge 643 Secretary

GIRARD, Ohio — As a reminder 
to all Lodge 643 and Youth Circle 7 
members, the Easter party will be 
held Saturday, April 13, starting at 
1 p.m. in the party room at Amen 
Corner Grill and Sports Bar in Gi-
rard. The Easter Bunny will be in 
attendance, ushering in the Easter 
festivities, and we have a delicious 

menu planned.
There is no charge for Youth 

Circle 7 members. Please RSVP 
by April 6 to Kurt Seifert Jr. by 
phoning (330) 259-1601.

The first 2019 general mem-
bership meeting of Golden Eagles 
Lodge 643 was held March 21 at 
Amen Corner. Lodge 643 members 
should plan to join us for our up-
coming meetings scheduled April 

18, May 16, June 20, Aug. 15, Sept. 
19, Oct. 17 and Nov. 21. Meetings 
start at 6:30 p.m. at Amen Corner 
in Girard. Enjoy pizza and dessert 
after the meeting.

The weather is supposed to 
improve, so here’s hoping we 
will soon enjoy the sight of green 
grass and budding plants, as well 
as experience the scent of spring 
flowers.

Lodge 643, Circle 7 Easter party scheduled

Štajerska chefs delight at Lodge 106 visit
by TRACEY BELLE (138)

SNPJ Heritage Center

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ 
Heritage Center hosted the second 
in the series of dinners prepared 
by visiting chefs from different 
regions Slovenia. The first dinner, 
featuring chefs from the Prekmurje 
region, was held in late September. 
The latest, featuring chefs from the 
Štajerska region, was held at the 
end of February. Special thanks 
to Stan Repos and SNPJ Lodge 
106 in Imperial for providing the 
hall, kitchen and extra help for 
this event.

Our visiting chefs for the Feb-
ruary dinner were from Gostilna 
Šempeter in Bistrica ob Sotli, and 
Gostilna Kunst in Krško. The chefs 
were Srečko Kunst, owner of the 
restaurants (and sometimes chef); 

Nejc Kunst, son of the owner (and 
sometimes chef); and Kristjan Er-
man, head chef at Kunst. 

The chefs prepared a menu espe-
cially appropriate for the late winter 
season. First was an appetizer of 
klobase baked in bread; next was 
a thick mushroom soup with buck-
wheat žganci; the main course was 
a stuffed pork belly with potatoes 
and a salad of cabbage and beans; 
and finally, apple strudel for dessert. 
A selection of red and white wines 
complemented the meal. 

Before each course was served, 
the chefs gave a short explana-
tion about the food, emphasizing 
that Slovenian food is essentially 
comfort food: good food prepared 
lovingly in the home, unpretentious 
and simple. Everyone attending 
thoroughly enjoyed the evening!

These visiting chefs are par-
ticipating in an exchange program 
organized by Jure Žmauc, former 
Slovenian Consul General and cur-
rent president of SABA (Slovenian-
American Business Association).

Jure thanked the visiting chefs, 
but also made a special point to 
thank us, we Slovenian-Americans, 
for continuing to respect and honor 
our connections to Slovenia, even 
though we may be a generation or 
more removed from the direct link 
to Slovenia. We are a vital part of 
the continuity of Slovenian culture, 
both in Slovenia and throughout 
the world.

The next dinner will be served in 
May. For more information please 
visit the Heritage Center Facebook 
page or send an e-mail to Gostil-
naChefDinner@gmail.com.

Those enjoying 
the visiting 

chefs dinner at 
Imperial Lodge 

106 in February 
feasted on a 

meal prepared 
by chefs from 
the Štajerska 

region of 
Slovenia.

by SHARON UJCICH (665)
Federation Secretary

STRABANE, Pa. — Welcome, sun-
shine, and happy spring to all. We 
made it!

The Slovene Federation of SNPJ 
Lodges of Western Pennsylvania will 
jump into the new season with its second 
meeting of 2019. Join us Sunday, April 
28, at SNPJ Lodge 138 in Strabane 
starting at 4 p.m. All Lodges affiliated 
with the Federation are encouraged to 
send representatives.  

Meeting notices have been sent to 
each Lodge secretary, so we look for-
ward to seeing all of you at the meeting. 
The agenda will include an exchange 
of ideas for our fund-raiser. Perhaps 
you attended an event that you enjoyed 
or sparked your interest? We’re on the 
hunt for an enticing event that would be 
a good fit for a fund-raiser.

As the holiday nears, we wish one 
and all many blessings. Happy Easter!

West. Pa. Fed 
hosting a late 
April meeting 
at Lodge 138

By LOIS DENNING (41)
Federation Treasurer

YUKON, Pa. — Mark your cal-
endar for June 30 for the “Pretty 
In Pink” benefit dance sponsored 
by the Westmoreland County 
Federation of SNPJ Lodges. The 
Westmoreland Federation is proud 
to announce that this is our eighth 
annual benefit.

This year’s dance will be held 
at the Yukon Slovenian Hall with 
music by the Polka Classics. A 

Chinese auction, door prizes and 
50/50 drawing will be part of the 
day. Food and refreshments will 
be available, along with our awe-
some desserts. The doors open at 
1 p.m. and the festivities run from 
2 to 6 p.m.

Our mission is to help local 
cancer patients financially while 
they’re combating cancer. We want 
to ease their burden. It’s a simple 
mission, but difficult to fulfill. Many 
of us, personally or through family 

and friends, have been touched by 
this disease. A little help goes a 
long way!

Thanks to all who have donated 
their time and efforts for this event. 
Many thanks to Yukon Lodge 729, 
Carbon Lodge 223 and Irwin Lodge 
41 who have been the support system 
for this benefit.

Any donations – monetary or 
Chinese auction baskets – would be 
greatly appreciated. Please give me 
a call at (412) 554-7404.

Westmoreland County Federation readies 
for eighth annual Pretty In Pink fund-raiser
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Proud of your SNPJ membership? Then you 
owe it to yourself to delve deeper into SNPJ 
history through the pages of An Inspired Journey 
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of the Slovene National Benefit Society.
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history compiled and written by SNPJ Pub-
lications Editor Jay Sedmak is now available 
for purchase.

$15.00 each — plus $2.50 s/h
add $1 shipping for each additional copy ordered

SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
Your loyalty with SNPJ is now being rewarded! 

Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
and open your new SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

* No fees attached to either Loyalty Annuity
* Rates not guaranteed after the first year
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* IRAs/Roth IRA /non-qualified eligible
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3.75% Loyalty 5 Annuity
5-year surrender period

3.75% first-year guarantee rate 
for conversions of existing 

SNPJ annuities
3.5% first-year guarantee rate

for new money
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Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

DENISE HERRON
SNPJ Marketing Department

Forests cover more than 
half of Slovenia in 2017
LJUBLJANA (STA) — According to 
recent data released by the Statistics 
Office, Slovenia remains one of the 
most forested European countries, with 
woodland covering roughly 60 percent 
of its surface.

Forests covered an area of almost 
1.3 million hectares (3.21 million acres) 
in 2017, or 0.6 hectares (1.5 acres) per 
capita, as reported by the Statistics Of-
fice, which analyzed the economic and 
environmental value of Slove nian forests 
and other wood resources from 2012 
through 2017.

While the forest surface decreased 
a bit during that period, its value de-
clined more considerably, by as much 23 
percent. This was because forest areas 
had diminished in size and the price of 
forestland dropped.

According to the Forest Service, 58 
percent of Slovenia was covered in forest 
in 2017. The majority of the forest sur-
face, around 90 percent, was comprised 
of commercial forests, followed by forest 
preserves and pro tected forests.

The slight decline in the size of forests 
could be attributed to a 2014 ice storm 
and the massive bark beetle outbreak it 
caused, as well as timber production.

The wood supply of Slovenian forests 
increased slightly between 2012 and 
2017. Timber production value amounted 
to EUR 552 million ($622 million), an 
increase of 29 percent compared to 2012. 
The increase comes as a result of higher 
values attributed to timber products, the 
Statistics Office reported.

Roads repairs the bulk 
of municipal spending
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Slovenian 
municipalities are proverbially “ob-
sessed” with road construction and 
repair, particularly just prior to local 
elections. New data indicates that nearly 
20 percent of all investment funds is 
spent on roads.

Municipalities spent roughly EUR 
8 billion ($9.07 billion) on investments 
in 2008-2017, of which more than 
19 per cent was earmarked for roads. 
Sewage came second, accounting for 
nearly 16 percent of total spending. 
Over all, infrastructure (roads, sewage, 
water supply and telecommunications) 
represented nearly half of all invest-
ment spending.

Public schools and kindergartens – 
which are state-controlled, but formally 
owned by local communities – absorbed 
roughly 14 percent of investment funds.

Only two percent of funds was spent 
on housing, which is slightly more than 
was spent on local fire de partments and 
half as much as was spent on athletics.

Just over one percent of invested 
funds was spent on tourism, according to 
data published by Zlati Kamen (Golden 
Stone), a project attempting to raise the 
quality of local government.

New project will protect 
native black olm habitat
Črnomelj (STA) — A project to pro-
tect the habitat of the black olm, which is 
endemic to the underground waters near 
Črnomelj, was presented to the press in 
late February. The project, launched back 
in March 2018, aims to present this rare 
and endangered olm subspecies and its 
importance to the public.

The presentation was held at the 
spring of the Jelševniščica stream near 
Črnomelj, which is one of the three 
known habitats of the black olm, all of 
which can be found in an area smaller 
than 100 square kilometers (39 square 
miles).

The project is being implemented as 
a partnership between the Črnomelj mu-
nicipality, the Bela Krajina Devel opment 
and Education Center, the Proteus envi-
ronmental group, and the Novo Mesto 
unit of the Nature Conser vation Institute. 
The European Agricultural Fund for Ru-
ral Development will cover 80 percent of 
the costs of the project, which is expected 
to conclude in November.

A representative from the Nature Con-
servation Institute said that the project 
was designed to draw attention to the 
rarity of the black olm and to promote 
the species as an attraction in the Bela 
Krajina region.

An observation point will be set up 
above the spring of the Jelševniščica 
as part of the project, which will also 
include presentations of the black olm 
in its natural habitat.

Črnomelj Mayor Andrej Kavšek said 

that the project would connect environ-
mental protection and tourism, adding 
that the development of the habitat of 
this endemic species would also promote 
Bela Krajina on both the national and 
global levels.

The black olm was first discovered 
in 1986 during an exploration of the 
Dobličica karst spring. The main differ-
ences between the black olm and the 
olm is that the skin of the black olm 
is normally pigmented and its eyes are 
almost normally developed.

Environmentalists have warned that 
the black olm is endangered due to the 
region’s polluted underground wa ters, 
as well as a saturation of nitrates and 
phosphates in its habitat.

Slovenian firm develops 
a microplastics filter
LJUBLJANA (STA) — PlanetCare, 
a Slovenian start-up company, has de-
veloped filters specifically designed 
to catch microfibers shed from textiles 
and clothes during washing and drying.

Since every load of laundry produces 
a large amount of microfibers that end 
up in the food chain and pose a threat to 
animals and humans alike, PlanetCare 
has designed filters for washing ma-
chines to remove these mic roparticles.

For now, the company is focusing 
primarily on end-users, creating a range 
of add-on filters for existing wash ing 
machines, while also negotiating with 
home appliance manufacturers to install 
built-in filters. Their latest innovation 
is an industrial filter for larger laundry 
facilities.

According to a PlanetCare representa-
tive, their filters were tested by leading 
research institutes with results con-
firming the filters successfully remove 
a significant quantity of microfibers.

In early February the company pre-
sented their product at an international 
trade fair. They took part in a group study 
on microplastics, during which they de-
montrated how to turn plastic waste into 
raw mate rial by first grinding it and then 
using a 3D printer to transform the waste 
into a PlanetCare microplastic filter.

Since last year, PlanetCare, Sympatex 
Technologies, the Plastic Soup Founda-
tion, the Plastic Leak Project and the 
Institute for Polymers, Composites and 
Biomaterials in Italy have been working 
on a joint project to exam ine materials 
and determine the most effective way of 
reducing the amount of microfibers in 
washing machine waste water.

Four new exhibits open 
at Vitanje Space Center
VITANJE (STA) — Four new exhibits 
and two apps were launched at the Her-
man Potočnik Noor dung Space Technol-
ogy Center in late February, including a 
new version of an exhibit on Noordung, 
the space technology pioneer after whom 
the space center is named.

A new exhibition on Slovenian rocket 
scientist Herman Potočnik Noordung 
(1892-1929) features all Slo venian edi-
tions and translations of his landmark 
book “The Problem of Space Travel.” 
The collection includes the very first 
edition of the book, which was released in 
German in 1929, as well as an extremely 
rare Russian translation from 1935. 
“No library in Slovenia – and probably 
nowhere in the world – can boast such 
a collec tion,” a representative from the 
space center said.

The center also opened an exhibit 
titled “Slovenia in Space” to present 
Slovenian projects and achievements 
of Slovenian companies in the field of 
space technology. Other new exhibits 
include “Images of Earth,” which gives 
insight into contemporary observation 
of the Earth, and “One Giant Leap for 
Mankind,” an exhibit about the Moon 
and the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 
11 lunar landing mission.

In addition, a virtual reality room 
featuring 360-degree outer space anima-
tion, and “VR Electra,” a flight simu lator 
offering the experience of floating in a 
sci-fi spaceship, were also launched.

The Herman Potočnik Noordung 
Space Technology Center was opened 
in 2012, known then as the Cultural 
Center for European Space Technolo-
gies (KSEVT).

Vitanje was selected to host the 
Herman Potočnik Noordung Space 
Technology Center since it was consid-
ered Noordung’s home town. However, 
Noordung – which was Potočnik’s pen 

name – was neither born nor raised in 
this town; only his mother’s parents were 
from Vitanje.

Ljubljana and Bled take 
green tourism awards
BERLIN (STA) — Ljubljana, Bled and 
several other Slovenian towns included in 
the Slovenia Green program took awards 
at ITB Berlin, one of the world’s largest 
and most prominent tourism trade fairs.

Ljubljana captured the title in the 
Best In Cities category with its campaign 
promoting local food production, titled 
“Exchange of Local Foods.” The first 
meeting of producers and potential food 
buyers from Ljubljana and central Slove-
nia was held in February and attracted 
more than 80 food producers, along with 
representatives from schools, hotels and 
restaurants.

“Locally produced ingredients are a 
trend in modem cuisine that is becom-
ing an increasingly important element 
of Ljubljana’s tourism, so we plan to 
continue with the Exchange of Local 
Foods,” said Petra Stušek, the direc tor 
of Turizem Ljubljana.

Bled received a second place award 
in the category Best In Europe, which 
Tomaž Rogelj from Turizem Bled sees 
as an acknowledgement of the town’s 
efforts directed toward environmental 
protection. “[The award] is also an 
encouragement for new measures to 
promote sustainable tourism,” he said.

The towns of Komen, Rogaška Sla-
tina, Idrija, Koper and Podčetrtek were 
among the 25 finalists in the Best In 
Europe category for their efforts at re-
sponsible tourism, representatives from 
the Slovenian Tourism Board (STO) said 
after the awards were announced.

The Sustainable Top 100 Destinations 
awards are conferred by Green Destina-
tions, an organization that pro motes 
sustainable tourism. Green Destinations 
declared Slovenia the first green country 
in the world in 2016.

A total of 64 destinations, service 
providers, parks and travel agencies in 
Slovenia are currently included in the 
Slovenia Green program and another 
11 will be included shortly, according 
to the STO.

Štajerska dialect a 
hip social media trend
MARIBOR (STA) — Slovenia has a 
great variety of dialects and accents, and 
these have made their way into social 
media through the creation of profiles 
popularizing the local vernaculars. One 
of the most popular is Štajerski Argo 
(Štajerska Argot), a profile document-
ing the quirky language of Maribor, 
Slovenia’s second largest city.

As of late February, the Štajerska 
Argot Facebook profile had 12,500 
followers, and its Instagram account as 
many as 17,000. “Within a few months of 
its inception, Argot has attracted quite a 
few people from Štajerska and elsewhere 
who enjoy their daily dose of dialect,” 
the contributor, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity, told the press. She [the 
anonymous contributor] came up with 
the idea for the profile “just for a laugh.”

“A Maribor girl, born and bred, I obvi-
ously talk in a strong Štajerska accent at 
home. Talking with my sister, we always 
have lots of fun. This is why, out of sheer 
boredom, I started writing down words 
and phrases the way we speak them.”

Last July she launched an Instagram 
profile called “Štajerski Argo,” follow-
ing it up with a Facebook profile a few 
months later. Every day she posts a new 
word or phrase.

“I was absolutely amazed by the 
response. I still am, every day. Ever 
since its beginning, our argot family has 
been growing fast and keeps growing... 
I believe I’ve succeeded in bringing the 
Štajerska dialect closer to non-Štajersko 
people as well, help them understand it. 
But the main purpose of the site is to make 
Slovenians at home and abroad laugh.”

She also wants her posts to evalu-
ate the Štajerska dialect. “Broaden the 
horizons, spicing something as obvious 
and everyday with some fun, and, most 
of all, tell people that we can be proud 
of our super-funny dialect; that we can 
say ‘zdravo’ wherever we go.”

Impressed with the idea, the Maribor 
Library has opened a display dedicated 
to the Štajerska Argot profile to celebrate 
the International Year of Indigenous 
Languages. Some of the phrases have 
been printed on book marks, which are 
very popular among library visitors.
The articles comprising this feature have 
been reprinted with permission from the 
Slovenian Press Agency (STA).

W e mounted a new microwave in my kitchen 
recently, and while my daughter-in-law and I 
huddled together reading the long and detailed 

directions, my husband and my son studied the pictures. 
Before we ladies could finish reading step one, the men had 
it halfway up. Now in my defense, there have been plenty 
of projects that didn’t include pictures, and my husband 
has called for my much-needed help decrypting the written 
instructions. But if the directions contain pictures, he will 
usually toss the written instructions aside and complete 
the project in record time.

Pictures can help people understand a concept more 
clearly, even when it comes to financial planning. You can 
hear the advice a hundred times that you need to save 
toward retirement, but until you actually see how the money 
will grow, you may not fully understand. Below is a “picture” 
of how your money can grow while in an IRA Loyalty 8 
Annuity with SNPJ. The figures are an example of your 
account’s growth if the maximum allowable contribution 
for 2019 was deposited into the annuity each year, and 
the annuity continued to earn the current interest rate of 
4.0 percent for the life of the contract.

I could write another thousand words, but the picture 
says it all. Place your money into an SNPJ Loyalty Annu-
ity and watch it go to work! With compound interest, you’ll 
be earning interest not only on your principal, but also on 
the interest earned. Plus, your money will be tax-deferred 
and tax-deductible.

For the 2019 tax year, the maximum yearly deposit is 
$6,000 if you are under age 50; $7,000 if you are age 50 
and over. You can still contribute to an IRA for the 2018 
tax year up to April 15, but the maximum contributions are 
$5,500 for those under 50 and $6,500 for those 50 and 
over. No further contributions can be made to an IRA after 
age 70½, and Required Minimum Distributions (RMDs) 
must begin at that time.*

Call our Marketing Department for more information 
about the SNPJ Loyalty 8 Annuity earn-
ing 4.0 percent and the Loyalty 5 Annuity 
earning 3.5 percent. Start saving today for 
your picture-perfect retirement.  

*Contribution limits, deduction limits, income 
limits, and RMD information can be obtained 

from the IRS website, www.irs.gov.

A picture is worth
a thousand words

 Deposit Account Value Account Value Account Value
 Per Year Year 10 Year 20 Year 30

 $6,000 $74,918 $185,815 $349,970

 $7,000 $87,404 $216,784 (no deposits after 70½
and must begin RMD*)
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PROSVETA Crossword
Pop Icons (#0419) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. Fathom
6. Priestly vestment
9. Steinbeck’s “Of ___ and Men”
13. Yogurt-based dip
14. *James Dean famously 
 died in one
15. Dugout vessel
16. Cupid’s ammo
17. Business degree
18. Rose oil
19. *“Single Lady” no more
21. *Famous for his pop art
23. “Back To The Future” actress
24. Mark of a ruler
25. Equinox mo.
28. *Michael Jackson’s 
 record label
30. Frog-like amphibians
34. Footnote word
36. Black cat, to some
38. Fork tooth
40. Caffeine tree
41. Fat cat in the Orient
43. Dwarf buffalo
44. Remove from existence
46. ____ Verde National Park
47. Town
48. Uncredited actor
50. Count on
52. Mad Hatter’s drink
53. Drink from the bottle

55. Break bread
57. Historical records
60. *a.k.a. Heisenberg
64. Poet T.S. _____
65. Santa ____ winds
67. Swimsuit fabric
68. *Actress, singer and judge
69. Broadcasting medium
70. African chieftain
71. ____ hall
72. *a.k.a. Ernesto Guevara
73. Office stations

DOWN
1. Snatch
2. Steak choice
3. Gossamer
4. Bar seat
5. Native American group
6. Fictional company 
 in old cartoons
7. Testing site
8. Quality of having 
 size or strength
9. Section of S.A.T.
10. A fan of
11. “____ Miner’s Daughter,” 
 movie
12. Always, to a poet
15. Drive-in server
20. Neutered rooster
22. Pre-college challenge

24. Shipping hazard
25. *“I Wanna Be Like ____”
26. Love intensely
27. Kick back
29. Muslim holy man
31. United ____ Emirates
32. *Homer Simpson: 
 “Mmm, _____”
33. Saw logs
35. Sail support
37. *Jimmy Durante’s 
 signature body part
39. *She’s famous for her 
 “Bad Romance”
42. Farm machine
45. Artificial substitute
49. Hole punching tool
51. Wailed
54. *Mizrahi, of fashion and TV
56. Part of bouquet garni
57. Balm ingredient
58. Sips of alcohol
59. Rejections
60. Foal’s mother
61. Frosts a cake
62. “Star ____”
63. *Spock’s famous body parts
64. Freddy Krueger street
66. National Institute of Health

The solution to puzzle #0419 will 
run in the May 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media

S N P J   F r a t e r n a l

Members celebrating 50, 60, 70 and 80 years with the Slovene National Benefit Society
by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President

Of the 2,000 life insurance companies and 
fraternal benefit societies operating in the 
U.S., less than 100 have been in existence 

as long as the SNPJ. As a not-for-profit fraternal 
benefit society, we have successfully provided life 
insurance to our members since 1904, along with a 
full package of social, athletic and cultural programs, 
scholarships, community service projects, and much 
more. SNPJ also offers annuities that can be used 
for IRAs and Roth IRAs.

Our more than 110 years of longevity and success 
have been made possible by the loyalty and dedica-
tion of our members. The SNPJ’s engine may have 
been built and its direction set by  its founders and 
subsequent leaders, but its path has been traveled, 
cleared and paved by our dedicated members.

As a way to show respect and appreciation to 
our longtime and loyal members, we recognize 

membership milestones with a custom gift. The 
years of membership are counted in terms of adult 
membership years, not including youth enrollment 
years. These milestones of recognition include 50, 
60, 70 and 80 years of adult membership.

We ask our Fraternal Honorees, once they have 
received their awards from the Society, to submit a 
short report on their past and present lifestyle, includ-
ing their Lodge affiliation, hobbies and any other 
information that might be of interest to our readers.

In acknowledging these dedicated members, it is 
our privilege to show respect for these honorees by 
offering our thanks and appreciation for the loyalty 
they have shown the SNPJ for so many years. In this 
small way, through our offical SNPJ publication, we 
can etch their names even deeper into the archives 
of the Slovene National Benefit Society.

On behalf of the entire membership, we extend 
our congratulations to those members reaching these 
anniversary milestones. 

Bro. LARRY YENKO
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. MARIE PANOZZO
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Fraternal Honorees
CONTINUE NEXT COLUMN

Sis. MILDRED PAFFORD-HAMILTON
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. MARIE PANOZZO
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Bro. LARRY YENKO
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. MILDRED PAFFORD-HAMILTON
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Fraternal Honorees
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. MARIE PANOZZO (8) Sis. ROSE WADDING (782)

Sis. MILDRED PAFFORD-HAMILTON (577)
• Fifty-year SNPJ member Bro. 
LARRY YENKO was honored by 
Pueblo, Colo., Lodge 577 and the 
Society for his years of member-
ship. Bro. Yenko writes:

“Thank you for my 50-year 
membership certificate and pin. 
I have many memories of SNPJ 
activities. My earliest memories 
are of the yearly Christmas party 
and the candy-filled stockings 
that everyone received. I also 
remember the annual summer 
picnic at the Prešeren Lodge in 
the mountains of Rye, Colo.

“I was born Jan. 4, 1951, in 
Pueblo to Jim and Josephine 
Yenko. I have one younger brother, 
Bill. I am second-generation 
Slovenian-American. My paternal 
grandfather was born in Slove-
nia and immigrated to America, 
while my grandmother was born 
in Leadville, Colo., to Slovenian 
immigrant parents (Tarlip). My 
maternal grandfather (Stonich) 
and grandmother (Gornik) married 
before emigrating from Slovenia. 
I have great memories of grow-
ing up and participating in family 
activities which included my nine 
aunts and uncles and 16 cousins.

“I remember how tight the Slo-
venian community was in Pueblo. 
After I became an adult, I became 
aware of the Slovenian-owned 
taverns and other gathering places 
that Slovenians would frequent in 
the steel town of Pueblo.

“I have one daughter who lives 
in Colorado. I was an attorney 
and practiced law in Nevada, but 
have returned to Pueblo in my 
retirement. I hope one day to visit 
Slovenia as I am extremely proud 
of my heritage. I regret that my 
parents did not teach me to speak 
Slovenian, however, I’ve taken 

both beginner and intermediate 
classes online via Cleveland State 
University to try and learn the lan-
guage. I’ve also purchased several 
books to help learn the language, 
and my education continues.”

Bro. LARRY YENKO
Pueblo, Colo., Lodge 577

Pueblo, CO

• Chicago Lodge 8 and SNPJ 
honored Sis. MARIE PANOZZO 
for attaining 60 years of member-
ship. Sis. Panozzo writes:

“My fondest memories of SNPJ 
activities began in the 1940s and 
‘50s. As a child my father and I 
shopped for the children’s gifts 
for the Christmas parties hosted 
by the former Lodge 100 (which 
has since merged with Lodge 8). 
We had a budget of $1 per child. 
We also filled cellophane bags 
with apples and hard candy that 
Santa distributed. The children 
provided the entertainment with 
recitations, dances and solos, 
and I would conclude by playing 
Slovenian sing-alongs.

“Participating in the early days 
of the Miss SNPJ Pageant gave 
me many memories that were re-
called during the recent pageant 
anniversary celebrating all of the 
winners.

“Over the years my husband 
and I have spent time traveling. 
This year, we’re looking forward 
to celebrating our 55th wedding 
anniversary with our three sons, 
daughters-in-law and five grand-
children.

“Today my days are spent 

volunteering with church and 
civic responsibilities, and I still 
enjoy reading the digital copy of 
PROSVETA.”

Sis. MARIE PANOZZO
Chicago Lodge 8

Mokena, IL

• Sis. ROSE WADDING of Glen-
shaw, Pa., Lodge 782 was honored 
by the Society for her 70 years of 
SNPJ membership. She writes:

“Thank you for the lovely blan-
ket which arrived recently. We 
have not been active in SNPJ as 
my husband worked for a company 
in the space industry. This gave us 
the opportunity to travel to many 
states as we moved around the 
country — Pennsylvania, New 
York, Maryland, Nebraska, Texas, 
New Jersey, back to Maryland and 
finally, back to Texas where we 
currently reside. Our three sons 
enjoyed our tent camping days, 
when we also visited amusement 
parks around the country, like 
Disney in California and Florida.

“My father, Jacob Pompe, was 
very active in the former SNPJ 
Lodge 365 in Russellton, Pa. As 
a child, I enjoyed all of the par-
ties and gatherings at the Lodge 
hall. It was a great childhood. I 
always told my dad I was happy 
he came to America so I could be 
an American.

“Thanks, SNPJ, for the good 
times and good friends.”

Sis. ROSE WADDING
Glenshaw, Pa., Lodge 782

Seabrook, TX

• The Slovene National Benefit 
Society and Pueblo, Colo., Lodge 
577 recognized Sis. MILDRED 
PAFFORD-HAMILTON for her 
70 years of membership. She 
writes:

“I was born Jan. 4, 1931, in 
Leadville, Colo., the fifth of six 
children born to Mary Baltizar and 
Peter Vidmar. I was a very small 
baby and the doctors did not think 
I would thrive. At age 5, I spent a 
year at a nutrition camp and my 
health improved drastically. I attri-
bute my longevity and few medical 
problems to this exceptional care.

“Illness was a frequent visitor 
at our house, often involving our 
mother. I remember mother having 
visitors from our SNPJ Lodge, from 
which she received ‘sick benefits.’ 
We each had a chore to finish 
before the SNPJ visitors arrived!

“I always enjoyed school and 
learning. At age 10, I fondly re-
member contributing articles to 
Mladinski List (Voice of Youth), for 
which I  received several awards. 
I still have a warm mason sweater 
with the SNPJ letters.

“After graduating from Colorado 
Springs High School, I worked at 
a Chevrolet/Oldsmobile dealer-
ship where my bookkeeping skills 
served me well. I took the Federal 
Civil Service Test and was soon 
working at the local Air Force base. 
This resulted in a 21-year career 
that took me from Colorado to 
California, where I worked at Travis 
A.F.B. and finally at Oakland Army 
Base. My entire career involved the 
moving of personnel and their be-
longings all over the world. Need-
less to say, my years of writing for 
Voice of Youth were instrumental 
in my successful career.

“In March 1973, I resigned from 
my career in favor of marriage to 
Robert J. Pafford Jr. I moved to 
Sacramento where I acquired a 
wonderful son, daughter-in-law 
and three adorable grandchildren. 
Becoming an instant grandma was 
a real joy for me since my life up 
until that point had been my work. 
It’s been a pleasure to watch them 
grown into successful adults with 
children of their own.

“Bob soon retired and we en-
joyed 29 wonderful years together, 
including lots of travel. We visited 

all 50 states and made two trips to 
Europe, which included a memo-
rable stop in Slovenia. With the 
help of a guide, we found a lady 
who had ‘rocked’ my mother as a 
child. We also visited the village 
where my grandfather was born, 
and where his nephew still lived 
in the 300-year-old house.

“When not traveling, my life 
has always included volunteering. 
I volunteered at a local school 
helping children with reading and 
math, then later joined an orga-
nization that supported several 
community projects. I also became 
a puppeteer through a project that 
presented skits to children dealing 
with social issues.

“Sadly, in 2002, I lost Bob. In 
2008, Robert E. Hamilton and I 
married. We enjoyed almost eight 
happy years together, traveling 
and enjoying his passion for old 
cars.

“I continue to remain active by 
volunteering at the local hospital, 
attending church and enjoying 
concerts and live theater pro-
grams. In my spare time I crochet 
stocking caps for cancer patients 
and others in need. Reading 
historical novels is also a favorite 
activity of mine. Some health con-
cerns have slowed my travels, but 
I’m looking forward to visiting my 
92-year-young sister in Dallas, and 
hope to attend the wedding of my 
eldest great-grandson in Indiana. 
I’m also looking forward to outliving 
my SNPJ policy!”

Sis. MILDRED PAFFORD-HAMILTON
Pueblo, Colo., Lodge 577

Folsom, CA
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The meeting was called to order at 2 p.m. by President Joseph C. 
EVANISH with all 15 National Board members present.
President EVANISH welcomes everyone to the meeting.

Executive Compensation Committee
The first order of business is Executive Compensation Committee 
appointments. Sis. Tracey ANDERSON explains the process was 
developed under the previous board and has worked well over the 
years. She explains and discusses the evaluation form that the Na-
tional Board members use and the process that is undertaken for this. 
President EVANISH then explains the committee selection process.
Sis. Anderson served as chairperson of the committee and would 
like to stay on. Sis. Anderson had asked Bro. Roger CLIFFORD if 
he would remain on the committee, and she has requested that Bro. 
Stan REPOS join the committee. In this way, there is representation 
from the Regional Vice Presidents, the Finance Committee and the 
Audit Committee.  
Motion made by Bro. Ken ANDERSON, second by Bro. Fred MLA-
KAR, that the Executive Compensation Committee be comprised of 
Sis. Anderson, Bro. Clifford and Bro. Repos. A voice vote is taken, 
and there are no objections. The Executive Committee refrained 
from voting on this committee.

Cabin Renovation Fund
The next order of business is the Cabin Renovation Fund. President 
EVANISH reported that there are four motel units whose interiors are 
complete, four have the new bathrooms but need floors, and four 

other motel units need everything updated. The cost to complete 
this is approximately $12,000 and there is $16,000 in the Cabin 
Renovation Fund. President EVANISH states that the Recreation 
Center Committee would like to complete these motel units before 
the season begins and asks the National Board to grant permission 
to use additional monies in the Cabin Renovation Fund.
A motion is made by Bro. Rick HERVOL, second by Bro. CLIFFORD, 
to approve the use of $13,000 in the Cabin Renovation Fund for 
completing the additional motel units. Motion approved.

President EVANISH mentioned some additional monies received 
by the Society from the sale of a Lodge hall and that the National 
Board will discuss this at the March meeting.

President EVANISH stated that we will be sending some required 
forms to the National Board for their review and completion.

Semiannual Meeting
The semiannual meeting of the National Board will be held March 
29, 2019, at the Home Office in Imperial, Pa. Board education will 
be provided by attorney Todd Martin from 9 to 11 a.m. that morning.

A motion to adjourn is made at 2:25 p.m. by Bro. HERVOL, second 
by Bro. ANDERSON. Motion approved.

Respectfully submitted,
KAREN A. PINTAR, FLMI, CCP, AIAA

National Secretary/COO

Slovene National Benefit Society National Board Minutes
Conference call meeting held Jan. 28, 2019

The meeting was called to order at 2 p.m. by 
Chairman Clifford with Brothers Anderson and 
Hervol joining by teleconference, and Brothers 
Evanish and Lawrence in attendance.
A motion was made by Bro. Anderson, second 
by Bro. Hervol, to approve the minutes of the 
July 26, 2018, meeting. Motion approved.
A motion was made by Bro. Evanish, second 
by Bro. Hervol, to approve the secretary’s 
(National Treasurer’s) report of bond purchases 
and disposals for the third quarter 2018. Mo-
tion approved.
Reviewed the portfolio and transactions for 
the period.
Joined by phone conference at 2:15 p.m. with 
Wellington Management Company representa-
tives Courtney Madden, Liz Kleinerman and 
Abigail Clare.
Discussion and questions on capital markets 
review by Liz Kleinerman.

The committee reviewed portfolio performance, 
outlook and strategy, and compliance issues.
The committee thanked the Wellington repre-
sentatives for the presentation and ended the 
phone conference at 3:05 p.m.
Discussion on annuity crediting rates. Motion 
by Bro. Anderson, second by Bro. Hervol, to 
adjust the crediting rates effective Nov. 1, 
2018, as follows:
Loyalty Series 8-year surrender first year 
guarantee: 4.00%
Loyalty Series 5-year surrender first year 
guarantee: 3.50%
Loyalty Series 8-year surrender first year 
guarantee on conversions: 4.25%
Loyalty Series 5-year surrender first year 
guarantee on conversions: 3.75%
Loyalty Series 8-year surrender after first 
year: 3.25%
Loyalty Series 5-year surrender after first 
year: 3.00%

Century Series 8-year surrender with contract 
minimum rate of 1.25% and 2.00%: 3.00%
Century Series 5-year surrender with contract 
minimum rate of 1.25% and 2.00%: 3.00%
Century Series 8- and 5-year surrender with 
contract minimum rate of 3.00%: 3.00%
Motion approved.
Discussion on the California Department of 
Insurance 2018 Carbon Initiative survey con-
cerning thermal coal and fossil fuel investments. 
Motion by Bro. Evanish, second by Bro. An-
derson, to approve abstaining from purchasing 
securities that exceed the California guideline 
outlined in the survey. Motion approved.
The next meeting will be held Feb. 13, 2019, 
at 2 p.m.
Motion to adjourn at 3:25 p.m. by Bro. Hervol, 
second by Bro. Anderson. Motion approved.

Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting
held Nov. 1, 2018, at the SNPJ Home Office, Imperial, Pa.

Report of the Secretary for the period July 1 through Sept. 30, 2018
Purchases:
Trade Date Security Description Coupon Yield Par Value Cost Maturity Date Rating
08/13/2018 Bank of America Corp 3.25%  4.08%  $400,000  $374,620  10/21/2027 A-
09/18/2018 Chubb Corp 6.00%  4.30%   300,000   364,968  05/11/2037 A-
09/04/2018 Duke Realty Corp 4.00%  4.13%   650,000   643,019  09/15/2028 BBB+
07/23/2018 Fifth Third Bank Ohio 3.95%  3.95%   425,000   425,000  07/28/2025 A-
08/22/2018 Nordea Bank AB 3.75%  3.78%   425,000   424,426  08/30/2023 A
07/19/2018 Southern CA Edison 6.00%  4.47%   22,000   25,736  01/15/2034 A
07/19/2018 Southern Ca Edison 3.90%  4.48%   99,000   90,691  12/01/2041 A
07/19/2018 Southern Ca Edison 3.90%  4.48%   10,000   9,162  12/01/2041 A
07/30/2018 Southern CA Edison 3.70%  3.74%   55,000   54,882  08/01/2025 A
07/10/2018 Toyota Motor Corp 3.42%  3.42%   650,000   650,000  07/20/2023 AA-
08/15/2018 Boston University 4.06%  4.06%   625,000   625,000  10/01/2048 A+
09/06/2018 University of Chicago 4.00%  4.00%   700,000   700,000  10/01/2053 AA-

Sales or Full Calls:
Disposal Date Security Description Coupon Yield Par Value Consideration Maturity Date Gain/Loss
08/30/2018 Canadian National Railway 5.55%  5.69%  $200,000  $202,781  03/01/2019 $2,926 
07/29/2018 Compushare 6.34%  6.34%   1,000,000   1,000,000  07/29/2018 0 
08/16/2018 Continental Resource 5.00%  4.24%   115,000   116,917  09/15/2022  596 
08/14/2018 Heineken 6.34%  6.34%   700,000   700,000  08/14/2018 0 
07/06/2018 Nabors Industries Inc 9.25%  9.25%   250,000   258,529  01/15/2019  8,530 
07/01/2018 National City Bank 4.25%  5.17%   500,000   500,000  07/01/2018 0 
08/01/2018 San Bernardino CA 6.02%  2.67%   30,000   30,000  08/01/2023 0 
07/02/2018 Wagner College NY 6.92%  5.88%   100,000   100,000  07/01/2023  (4,383)

ROBERT J. LAWRENCE
Secretary, Finance Committee

ROGER C. CLIFFORD
Chairman

ROBERT J. LAWRENCE
Secretary

SYGAN, Pa. — Sis. Anna 
F. Murgel of Lodge 6 has 
outlived the life of her 
SNPJ insurance policy.

Sis. Murgel was born 
Dec. 26, 1922, in Eighty Four, Pa., to Nick and Josephine 
Tilger. She had seven sisters and three brothers, and has 
lived in the Canonsburg, Pa., area all her life.

On Sept. 22, 1947, she married Joseph Murgel Jr., who 
passed away on March 8, 2002. Anna has two daughters, 
Carol (Gary) Yagle and Kathy (Doug) Schmitt; six grand-
children, D.J., Eric, Iona, Kelly, Matt and Cooper; and two 
great-grandsons, Finn and Exe.

In addition to her SNPJ membership, Sis. Murgel is also 
a member of the Venice Presbyterian Church. She loves 
flowers, and feeding and watching the hummingbirds in 
the summer.

On behalf of the members of Lodge 6 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we extend best wishes to Sis. 
Murgel for continued health and happiness.

Lodge 6 
member a  
native of
West. Pa.

Sis. ANNA F. MURGEL (6)

Honorary Members
best wishes to our

by MARY ALYCE FRANCIS
Lodge 686 Secretary/Treasurer

WEST ALLIS, Wis. — We are sad to 
report that our Lodge has lost a good 
man and member, Kenneth Kasseck-
ert. Our sincere condolences to his 
sons, Charles and Craig; Craig’s wife, 
Erica; their two daughters, Abigail and 
Natalie; and all family and friends. 
His presence is missed.

A fitting tribute to Kenneth was 
published in the March 1 PROSVETA 
issue by Bob Smole of Badger Lodge 
584. Thank you, Bob, for the nice 
article and all the articles you write. 
We enjoy them.

A big thank you to Rosemary 
Demshar for offering her home to 
accommodate us at the last minute 
for our February meeting. It was great 
to have Charles Kasseckert join our 
meeting via telephone. It worked out 
pretty well, and it gave him the op-
portunity to participate in our meeting. 
We’re glad he’s doing better and we 
wish him continued improvement.

During this meeting, we voted to 
merge with the Milwaukee Badger 
Lodge 584. This was done with 
many mixed emotions and very 
much thought. But the time has 
come. Those of us who were trying 

to keep our Lodge going, following 
in the footsteps of our parents and 
grandparents, are very sad to see Jolly 
Allis fade away. Our memories won’t 
be forgotten.

Our next meeting will be held 
Friday, April 26, starting at 7 p.m. at 
the Bevsek-Verbick Funeral Home, 
during which we will be taking care 
of our final obligations for Jolly Allis 
Lodge 686.

Many happy returns to Rosemary 
Demshar who celebrated her 90th 
birthday. A surprise party, given by 
her children, was held in Florida where 
her son, Bill Jr., and his wife Kathy 

live. They even ate at a restaurant 
named “Demshars.”

Congratulations to members 
Madalaine and Jocelyn Brown, and 
Gerald and Mary Alyce Francis, for 
taking first place in the SNPJ Fam-
ily Twosome Bowling Tournament 
in November. They bowled in the 
grandfather/granddaughter and grand-
mother/granddaughter categories for 
their respective age groups. Nice job!

A big thank you to Mary Donovan 
(584) for running another successful 
Fraternal Bowling Tournament in 
January. The four participating fra-
ternal organizations benefit because 

the tournament proceeds are divided 
between their scholarship funds. 
Mary’s time and talent are very much 
appreciated. 

Thank you as well to Madalaine 
Brown for helping out that day with 
the drawing prizes. Jocelyn Brown 
also helped out by tearing tickets for 
the bucket; thank you, Jocelyn. This 
is always a fun event and a great 
fraternal gathering.

Just a note from me: I always tell 
people that I was born into SNPJ, and 
that I only joined any other organiza-
tions that I’m in. I've been an SNPJ 
member since birth, 72 years.

Jolly Allis Lodge 686 slates meeting prior to merger with Badger Lodge 584

by KATHY MATAS (614)
Zarja Singing Society

EUCLID, Ohio — Since 
1916, Zarja has been perform-
ing shows on a regular cadence 
every year. As the times have 
changed, and the members 
have come and gone, we have 
always found a way to con-
tinue on with the traditions of 
those before us and celebrate 

our Slovenian heritage. 
While we can reluctantly 

say that all good things must 
come to an end, what we really 
want people to know is that this 
is not farewell or “goodbye 
forever.” As a group, we have 
decided to keep things open 
to performing from time to 
time in the future as special 
events come up; however, we 

recognize that we have reached 
a point where we can no longer 
keep up regular performances.

That being said, we hope 
you’ll join us for one last regu-
larly scheduled performance. 
Our parting performance is 
set for Saturday, May 11, at 
the Slovenian Society Home, 
20713 Recher Ave. in Euclid. 
We are delighted to present 

“The Inn at the End of the 
Road,” or “Gostilna na koncu 
ceste.” This original script by 
Kathy Matas is a murder mys-
tery comedy that will have you 
guessing and laughing until the 
final line!

Come see off all your favor-
ite Zarja singers, along with our 
accompanists, Jim Markel on 
piano and Ed Spondike on ac-

cordion. Tickets are available 
for a $12 donation in advance 
by phoning Barbara at (440) 
257-2540, Karen at (216) 
481-1379, the Cleveland-Style 
Polka Hall of Fame at (216) 
261-3263, or by contacting 
your favorite Zarja member. 
You can also purchase tickets 
at the door for $15.

The doors will open at 6:15 

p.m. and the program will be-
gin at 7. As usual, music and 
dancing will follow the show, 
featuring the Jeff Pecon Or-
chestra. We will have food and 
beverages afterward as well. 

Hvala to all who have sup-
ported us along the way! We 
hope to see you all one more 
time on May 11 for our final 
send-off show.

Save the date for the Zarja Singing Society send-off performance in May

SNPJ Membership Anniversaries 
April 2019

 Lodge Member
 3 Gary Baroni
 5 Robert J. Lonchar
 5 Marsia A. Berlan
 5 Joan M. Medvesek
 6 Joseph Salizzoni
 53 Robert J. Stermole
 53 James Gabrenya
 87 Cynthia C. Altman
 87 Samuel W. Steiner
 89 Dorothy S. Jorn
 89 Janet R. Tinkey
 107 Paulette C. Nowell
 120 Elizabeth A. Hadley
 138 Nancy T. Miller
 138 Karen L. Rozanc
 138 Wandafaye M. Wagner
 142 Chester A. Koeth
 158 Gary J. Roberts
 158 Alberta C. Urbanic

 Lodge Member
 158 Robert F. Urbanic
 207 David J. Charlton
 207 Andrew W. Sherry
 223 Charles D. Pinazza
 225 Claudia J. Ellano
 254 David W. Cobaugh
 257 Sandra A. Jablonski
 257 Christine A. Sebek
 581 Anthony Harvatin
 584 Anna M. Fox
 584 Patricia Rodningen
 584 Paul M. Nash
 604 Walter G. McMinn
 629 Laverne S. Mihalik
 665 Keith H. Freeman
 715 Rebecca G. Hickok
 721 P J. Yanchik
 749 Antoinette M. Grabusnik
 749 Thomas J. Leddy

50-Year Members

 Lodge Member
 6 Dennis W. Pauline
 8 Michael R. Bubalo
 41 Audrey D. Santel
 225 Linda M. Morris
 254 Joan Y. Bivens

 Lodge Member
 559 Sylvia A. Hosek
 584 Sharon L. Drzadinski
 584 Patricia N. VanGuilder
 721 Robert F. Struble
 729 Louis S. Savage

60-Year Members

 Lodge Member
 2 Alfred Rodriguez
 6 Dorothy M. Martinick
 6 Betty J. Hrabcsak
 117 Dorothy L. Warnick
 138 Helen Premro
 355 Frank J. Sajn

 Lodge Member 
 476 Jennie Jackson
 559 Grace A. Doerk
 581 Anthony M. Celin
 643 Jeannette M. Williams
 749 Beverly J. Benford

70-Year Members

80-Year Members
 Lodge Member
 3 Julia M. Boltz

 Lodge Member
 584 Edith B. Strazer
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In loving memory of our beloved mother, 
grandmother and great-grandmother

It has been 17 years since you left us...

Mary Lipovec GLad
February 12, 1904 - April 21, 2002

Sadly missed by her family
Mary Lou Vidergar;

Frank, Gretchen, Anna & Ivan;
and Lisa, Keith & Mia.

*     *     *

in LovinG MeMory
of our dear brother and friend

Tony (“Sonny”) Kren

Girard, Ohio, Lodge 643

We Miss You

June 14, 1940 — April 11, 2011

Bro. WILLIAM TEHOVNIK
FROM PAGE 1 

(Lizeth) Glidden and Vicki 
Glidden; three grandchildren, 
Brandy, Ashley and Mark Jr.; 
three great-grandchildren, 

Asyia, Colton and Palmer; and 
two nephews, Steven (Karen) 
Tehovnik and Michael (Mary-
lynn) Tehovnik.

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by 

a brother, Frank Tehovnik.
A funeral Mass was cel-

ebrated for Bro. Tehovnik on 
Dec. 27 at St. Aiden Catholic 
Church in Livonia, Mich. 
Interment followed in Great 

Lakes National Cemetery, 
Holly, Mich.

On behalf of the Society, 
we extend our sympathies to 
Bro. Tehovnik’s family, rela-
tives and friends on their loss.

SNPJ suffers loss of former Board member William Tehovnik

SNPJ Crossword
MARCH MADNESS (#0319) solution

Sis. Angelyn A. Cortese
• Lodge 689 •

HELPER, Utah — The mem-
bers of Lodge 689 sadly report 
the Dec. 28, 2018, passing 
of Sis. Angelyn “Ange” A. 
Cortese, 94, at Parkdale Care 
Center, Price, Utah.

Sis. Cortese was born Nov. 
7, 1924, in Red Lodge, Mont., 
a daughter of John and Agnes 
Yakopich. In 1933 her family 
moved to Helper, where she 
grew up and was a lifelong 
resident of Carbon County.

Ange graduated from Car-
bon High School and attended 
Stevens-Henager College in 
Salt Lake City for a brief time. 
She then moved back to Helper 
and worked for Utah Railway. 

She married Sam Cortese 
on Sept. 7, 1944. They had 
two daughters, Beverly Ann 
(deceased) and Sharon Lee.

A 76-year SNPJ member, 
she was also a member of As-
cension St. Matthew’s Church 
and many organizations in 
Price, including Ladies of the 
Elks, the Order of the Eastern 
Star, the Sassy Ladies of Price, 
and many bridge clubs.

She enjoyed social gather-
ings, and always participated 
in the SNPJ Utah Slovenian 
Day picnics and Sunday din-
ners. She traveled extensively 

with her daughter Sharon and 
enjoyed the places they visited.

Sis. Cortese is survived 
by a daughter, Sharon of Salt 
Lake City; a granddaughter, 
Samantha (Jeff) Henrikson, 
and a great-grandson, Jesse, 
both of St. Leonard, Md. She 
was preceded in death by her 
parents; her husband, Sam; and 
a daughter, Beverly.

A graveside service for Sis. 
Cortese was held Jan. 3 at Price 
City Cemetery.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 689 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Cortese’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Martha Kness
• Lodge 225 •

GIRARD, Kan. — The Kness 
family and the members of 
Lodge 225 sadly report the Feb. 
1, 2019, passing of Sis. Mar-
tha Kness, 101, of Mulberry, 
Kan., at Via Christi Hospital, 
Pittsburg, Kan. She was an 
Honorary Member of Lodge 
225, having outlived her policy 
in February 2018.

Sis. Kness was born May 
12, 1917, in Franklin, Kan., 
the daughter of Pete and Pau-
line Smardo Eichhorn. A life-
long resident of rural Mulberry, 
she was raised in Franklin and 
attended Franklin Schools.

Martha married Rudy A. 
Kness on Sept. 30, 1939, in 
Lamar, Mo. He preceded her 
in death on July 1, 1977.

Surviving are a daughter, 
Pat Glor of Frontenac, Kan.; a 
sister, Emma Maghe of 
Kansas City, Kan.; two 
grandchildren, Tom (Mary) 
Glor of Somerset, Colo., 
and Henry (Melissa) Glor of 
Pittsburg; and three great-
grandchildren, Ethan and 

Bailey Glor, and Garrett Smith.
She was preceded in 

death by her parents; her 
husband; two sisters, Rose 
Dernosek and Mary Pike; and 
three brothers, John, Frank and 
Pete Eichhorn.

Services for Sis. Kness were 
celebrated Feb. 6 at Bedene 
Funeral Home, Arma, with 
Rev. Steve Cole officiating. 
Interment followed in Gar-
den of Memories Cemetery, 
Pittsburg.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 225 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Kness’ family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Frances M. Ritz
• Lodge 190 •

ST. MICHAEL, Pa. — The 
Ritz family and the members 
of Lodge 190 sadly report 
the Feb. 17, 2019, passing of 
Sis. Frances M. Ritz, 97, of 
St. Michael, at The Atrium, 
Johnstown, Pa.

Sis. Ritz was born Nov. 
15, 1921, in South Fork, Pa., 
to Joseph and Angela (Suster-
sic) Pucel. She was a retired 
administrative assistant for 
the Pennsylvania Bureau of 
Employment Security.

Frances was a member of 
St. Michael Catholic Church, 
St. Michael American Legion 
Ladies Auxiliary Post 551, 
American Fraternal Union 
Lodge 180, and the Pennsyl-
vania Association of Retired 
State Employees. She was an 
80-year SNPJ member, and 
formerly served Lodge 190 as 
treasurer.

Sis. Ritz was an avid reader 
who loved to crochet and travel. 
She will be greatly missed by 
all who knew and loved her.

Surviving are a daughter, 
Judith A. (Melvin) Liven-
good of Mocksville, N.C.; a 
son, Edward S. (Madelyn) 
Ritz of Conestoga, Pa.; a 
grandson, Jason E. (Jessica) 
Ritz of Wynnewood, Pa.; two 
great-grandsons, Taran and 
Brecken Ritz; a step-grandson, 
Raymond L. (Tina) Clare Jr.; 
and two step-great-grandsons, 
Corey and Zachary Clare.

She was predeceased by her 
parents and a brother, Edward.

A funeral Mass for Sis. 
Ritz was celebrated Feb. 25 at 
St. Michael Catholic Church 
with Fr. Brian Warchola as cel-
ebrant. Committal followed in 
Dunmyer Cemetery, Salix, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 190 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Ritz’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Mary L. Anick
• Lodge 715 •

UNIVERSAL, Pa. — The 
Anick family and the members 
of Lodge 715 sadly report the 
March 8, 2019, passing of Sis. 
Mary Louise (Resnick) Anick, 
98, with her family by her side.

Sis. Anick loved spending 
time with her family. She was 
an avid Cleveland Indians fan 

who enjoyed baking, garden-
ing, sewing and crafting.

In January 2019, Mary 
celebrated her 80-year SNPJ 
membership anniversary and 
was proudly featured as a “Fra-
ternal Honoree” in the March 
2019 issue of PROSVETA.

Her family extends a heart-
felt thank you to her grandson, 
Daniel, for the devoted care he 
gave his beloved grandmother.

Sis. Anick was the beloved 
wife of the late Frank; loving 
mother of Mary Jean (Ken)  
Hahn, Darlene (John) Zifchak 
and Phyllis (Jerry) Young; dear 
grandmother of John (Chris-
tine), Daniel (Chrissie), Rob-
ert Ethan (Jessica), Michael 
(Elisabeth), Jeff (Kimi), Kim 
(Tom), Jenn (Geoff), Laurie 
(Ryan), David (Andrea), and 
Thomas John (Amanda); dear-
est great-grandmother of 24; 
and loving aunt to many. She 
was preceded in death by her 
seven siblings.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Anick 
on March 12 at St. Adalbert 
Catholic Church, Berea, Ohio.  
Interment followed in Holy 
Cross Cemetery.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 715 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Anick’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. ANGELYN CORTESE (689) Sis. MARTHA KNESS (225) Sis. MARY L. ANICK (715)

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO

DEATHS REPORTED
For the month of February 2019
   DATE OF
LODGE NAME DEATH CITY-STATE
 A01 Dorothy M. Fletcher 01-04-2019 Monaca, Pa.
 A01 Janet A. Zvaleny 06-05-2018 Coraopolis, Pa.
 1 John J. Forkan 10-17-2018 Burr Ridge, Ill.
 5 Jean A. Pleszko 01-02-2019 East Lake, Ohio
 5 Rudolph F. Kastelic Jr. 10-02-2018 Wickliffe, Ohio
 6 Eleanor Kelminsky 01-06-2019 Bridgeville, Pa.
 6 Jacquelyn Matovcik 01-12-2019 Lower Burrell, Pa.
 6 Scott P. Levy 02-13-2019 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 31 Anna Sensasak 11-25-2018 Greenville, Pa.
 34 Martin J. Kastelic 01-26-2019 Pataskala, Ohio
 41 Helen Kuzmkowski 08-18-2018 Delmont, Pa.
 89 Shirley J. Kushner 01-09-2019 Cranberry Twp., Pa.
 89 Patricia A. Mihalich 01-09-2019 Carnegie, Pa.
 138 Frank A. Kern 01-11-2019 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 138 Lillian R. Helay 01-12-2019 Canonsburg, Pa.
 138 Elizabeth M. McCorkle 08-11-2015 Washington, Pa.
 142 Michael Kotnik 10-03-2018 Elyria, Ohio
 190 Marion B. LaPointe 01-17-2019 Carnegie, Pa.
 207 Frank E. Jeniker 12-20-2018 Lakeside, Mont.
 225 Frank E. Slosar Jr. 12-30-2018 Broken Arrow, Okla.
 254 Frances A. Zelek 12-07-2018 Johnstown, Pa.
 257 Steve Bolas 01-07-2019 Willoughby, Ohio
 449 Esther F. Myrick 01-31-2019 McCook, Ill.
 562 James Kasik 11-23-2017 St. Clairsville, Ohio
 562 August Vehar 03-03-2011 Powhatan Point, Ohio
 564 Stanley G. Kokuba 12-18-2018 St. Clair Shores, Mich.
 564 Edwin Padar 11-28-2018 Venice, Fla.
 577 Irene Dehn 06-06-2018 Pueblo, Colo.
 584 Audrey A. Richards 01-14-2019 Marinette, Wis.
 584 Mildred A. Dernovsek 12-25-2018 Sheldon, Wis.
 584 Denise S. Podar 12-02-2018 Encinitas, Calif.
 603 Margaret Thomas 01-26-2019 Brooksville, Fla.
 629 Geraldine Pellegrino 11-19-2018 Tarentum, Pa.
 686 Wilfred G. Ellis 01-12-2019 Hurley, Wis.
 689 Tyson David Noyes 12-11-2018 Sandy, Utah
 715 Elissa L. Varlotta 12-16-2018 Wexford, Pa.
 715 David W. Webster 01-14-2019 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 715 William F. Perman 01-18-2019 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 723 Joseph Rea 11-28-2018 Hemet, Calif.
 749 Nancy Jane Boldin 02-06-2019 Armagh, Pa.
 770 Larry A. Walters 01-17-2019 Petersburg, Ohio
 776 Janet S. Fercana 11-18-2018 Poland, Ohio

Important figures to consider...

29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

1-800-843-7675

!
If your coverage is over 5 years old,

contact SNPJ for a policy review.
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REGULAR: ACTIVITY (JOSEPH C. UMECK): ACADEMIC:
• Member for at least 2 years • Member for at least 2 years • Member for at least 2 years
• $5,000 permanent insurance • $5,000 permanent insurance • $5,000 permanent insurance
 ($2,000 if purchased prior to 1996)  ($2,000 if purchased prior to 1996)  ($2,000 if purchased prior to 1996)
• 1040 Tax Form (income level not to exceed • Extensive SNPJ Activity* • Maintain 3.2 GPA (out of 4.0) or above
 $20,000 per dependent/per family) • Maintain 2.5 GPA (out of 4.0) or above • Age 30 or under
• Maintain 2.5 GPA (out of 4.0) or above • Age 30 or under • Annual SNPJ-Approved Activity
• Annual SNPJ-Approved Activity

  Full-Time Student Part-Time Student
  • Attend school as a full-time student • Attend school as a part-time student
  • Minimum of 12 credit hours/semester • Must declare a major (six to 11 credit hours/semester)

SNPJ Scholarship Award Program
A potential benefit of $3,200 for Society members

APPLICATION PROCESS:
1. Carefully review all SNPJ scholarship requirements.

2. Select the scholarship type for which you qualify.

3. Complete the scholarship application and deliver to 
your Lodge secretary for signatures.

4. Return the signed application, along with the follow-
ing items, to the SNPJ Home Office by the August 
1st deadline:

• Copy of your last grade report or transcript (Tran-
scripts do not have to be originals, but must show 
student name, semester, GPA, and number of credit 
hours completed).

• Short essay about fraternalism, the principles of SNPJ, 
and how they work in our Society and its Lodges.

• Brief history of your life, high school accomplishments, 
past awards and achievements, and college plans.

• Copies of your parents’ and your 1040 tax forms for 
the previous year (if applying for the SNPJ Regular 
Scholarship).

• Copy of the Lodge secretary’s letter (if applying for 
the SNPJ Activity Scholarship).

Please make sure all of the applicable items listed above 
are included when mailing your application. Failure to 
provide all required information at one time may result 
in denial of your application.

SNPJ Approved Activity: Participation at social and athletic events, attend the SNPJ Young Adult Conference, attendance or service at meetings and conferences, 
attend or volunteer at special Lodge events, write an article to be published in The Voice of Youth or PROSVETA, enter the Miss SNPJ Pageant (eligible females only), 

participate in an SNPJ athletic tournament (bowling, golf, balina, bean bag toss, etc.), help organize a youth activity at your Lodge, hold an office in your Lodge, work 
as a counselor for Youth Roundup (must be interviewed and selected by Fraternal Department), volunteer to work during Slovenefest at the SNPJ Recreation Center, 

participate in an SNPJ organized activity, perform community service on behalf of SNPJ (must be approved by Fraternal Department), recommend a new member to SNPJ.

TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: All requirements MUST be satisfied in order to qualify for the following scholarships:

Applications, renewal forms and the SNPJ Scholarship Program brochure are available online at www.snpj.org/membership/scholarships.
Applications for SNPJ Scholarship Awards should be sent to the National President.

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS AUGUST 1 of each year. RENEWAL DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 1 and AUGUST 1. Mail to:
Joseph C. Evanish, National President

SLOVENE NATIONAL BENEFIT SOCIETY Scholarship Committee • 247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126-9774.

ELIGIBILITY:
To be eligible for an SNPJ 
Scholarship, the student must 
meet the following require-
ments:

• Be an SNPJ member for 
at least two years

• Have a $5,000 minimum 
permanent life insurance 
policy in place ($2,000 if 
purchased prior to January 
1996)

• Enroll as a full-time (at 
least 12 credit hours) or 
part-time (at least 6 credit 
hours) student at an ac-
credited college, university 
or trade school

PAYMENT SCHEDULE:
Full-time Students: Payments of $400 each install-

ment are made twice a year (first installment: 
February/March; second installment: August/
September) totaling $800 per year. Applicants 
will receive payments for not more than eight (8) 
installments which may include graduate school.

Part-Time Students: Payments of $200 each in-
stallment are made twice a year totaling $400 per 
year. Part-time applicants who have declared a 
major shall receive payments equivalent to the 
TOTAL amount the full-time student receives for 
a maximum of 16 semesters.

Selection of students to receive the scholarship 
awards will be based on evidence of the ap-
plicant’s school record, personality, character, 
SNPJ-Approved Activity, the applicant’s need for 
financial aid or academic achievement and on the 
recommendation of the local Lodge of which he/
she is a member.

by KEVIN RICHARDS
Lodge 106

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Greetings 
from Imperial Lodge 106! Stop 
by our clubroom on the first 
Tuesday of each month to see 
bartender Shari and enjoy an 
evening of free jukebox.

Bar bingo continues on the 
first and third Thursdays of 
the month. Special early bird 
games start at 6:30 p.m.; the 
first regular games start at 7. 
Our kitchen is open during 
bar bingo.

Those of you who partici-
pated in the very first Lodge 
106-style Family Feud event 
on March 13 can attest that it 
was a blast and very successful! 

Good job, Shelly Botwright, for 
putting this together. Another 
round is planned Saturday, 
April 6, at 7 p.m. Sign up your 
team in the club by April 5.

Another “Seems Like Old 
Times” Dance has been sched-
uled in the Imperial Room for 
Sunday, April 7, from 7 to 10 
p.m. Our kitchen will open at 
5 p.m., offering a bountiful 
buffet. Admission is $8 at the 
door. Enjoy the Wally Merri-
man Group for this ballroom-
style dance as we celebrate the 
music of America’s greatest 
generation.

The Lodge 106 Easter egg 
hunt will be held Saturday, 
April 13, from 1 to 3 p.m. in 

the Imperial Room.
Our next euchre tourna-

ments are set for Sunday, April 
14, and Sunday, April 28. These 
tournaments start at 2 p.m.

The Timothy Earl Band will 
be performing in the Imperial 
Room on Saturday, April 27, 
from 8 p.m. until midnight. 
Advance tickets are $5; admis-
sion at the door is $7.

We are giving away a set of 
PING golf clubs to benefit the 
2019 SNPJ Lodge 106 Memo-
rial Golf Tournament. Tickets 
for a chance to win are $5 each 
and can be purchased in the 
Lodge 106 clubroom during 
regular business hours. This 
set, complete with a bag, is 

valued at over $1,800 and 
will be awarded based on the 
Pennsylvania Lottery evening 
drawing on July 4.

Speaking of the Lodge 106 
Memorial Golf Tournament, 
we’ll hit the links on Sunday, 
Aug. 25, at Black Hawk Golf 
Course in Beaver Falls, Pa. 
The entry fee is $60 per golfer 
and includes greens fees, door 
prizes and a picnic dinner back 
in the Lodge 106 clubroom. 
Entry forms are available in 
the clubroom during regular 
business hours. 

This will be a scramble golf 
tournament; you’ll play with 
your own foursome, and com-
petition teams will be selected 

by random draw.
If you are not golfing but 

would like to join us for the 
picnic dinner, you can prepay 
$10 per person in the clubroom.

The members of Lodge 
106 would like to congratulate 
our very own Jen Miklos for 
passing the Pennsylvania life 
insurance exam and becom-
ing a regular life insurance 
agent for SNPJ and Lodge 106. 
Congratulations, Jen!

If you or somebody you 
know has questions about 
life insurance and annuities, 
or would like to discuss your 
current insurance protection, 
please feel free to contact Jen. 
Our fraternal agents, Shelly 

Botwright and Stan Repos, are 
also more than happy to help.

Would you like to receive 
e-mails from Lodge 106 about 
upcoming events and impor-
tant announcements? If so, 
e-mail snpj106@gmail.com 
and we’ll add you to our list.

Keep track of all the ac-
tivities going on at Lodge 106 
by visiting the “Upcoming 
Events” page on our website, 
www.snpjimperialpa.com. 
The complete Lodge 106 
car cruise and beanbag toss 
tournament schedules can be 
found there as well. You can 
also follow SNPJ Lodge 106 
and the Imperial Room at SNPJ 
on Facebook.

Spring ushers in a new season of activity for Imperial Lodge 106 members

Badger Jabber
by BOB SMOLE

Lodge 584

MILWAUKEE — The regular 
Badger Lodge 584 meeting was held 
March 14. President Tim Donovan 
called the meeting to order at 7 p.m., 
followed by a moment of silence in 
memory of our recently deceased 
members, Sisters Audrey A. Richards, 
Mildred A. Dernovsek, Denise S. 
Podar and Margaret J. Adomat.

The minutes of the previous 
meeting were approved, as were the 
secretary/treasurer reports. Under 
“official communications,” a letter 
from the SNPJ Home Office was read 
by President Tim Donovan indicating 
that the official merger of Jolly Allis 
Lodge 686 was approved and was to 
take effect on April 1, 2019. 

This document also indicated 
that the merger of these two Lodge’s 
members would make Badger Lodge 
584 the third largest Lodge in the 
SNPJ with a total of 1,458 adult and 
youth members. (Due to publication 
deadlines, some local SNPJ history 
regarding the bittersweet merger of 
these two Lodges will appear in my 
next “Badger Jabber” column). 

President Donovan acknowledged 
and welcomed two guest members 
in attendance from Jolly Allis Lodge 
686, Bro. Gerald and Sis. Mary Alyce 
Francis.  

The Sunshine Committee reported 
that a card was sent to Bro. Tom 
Gehm who is recuperating at home 
after a short stay in the hospital. Best 
wishes are extended to Bro. Gehm for 

a speedy recovery. We hope to see 
you and Sis. Jan at a Lodge meeting 
very soon. 

A short discussion was held regard-
ing the date for this year’s SNPJ Tony 
Mlinar Sr. Memorial Golf Outing, 
planned Saturday, June 15, at New 
Berlin Hills Golf Course. It’s not too 
early to start planning and putting your 
foursomes together.  

Sis. Mary Donovan reported hav-
ing difficulty securing a location for 
this year’s SNPJ Youth Telegraphic 
Bowling Tournament. It was sug-
gested that youth members wanting 
to enter the tournament should contact 
Sis. Donovan at (414) 405-0532 so 
that arrangements can be made to bowl 
at your local facility, then submit the 
scores to Sis. Donovan. She is check-
ing the feasibility of this option with 
the SNPJ Home Office.

Bro. Gerald Francis was celebrat-
ing his birthday and was serenaded to 
the traditional birthday song, along 
with best wishes for many more.

A motion was made and sec-
onded to adjourn the meeting. The 
motion passed, and the meeting was 
adjourned. Coffee and desserts were 
served, and the evening’s social ses-
sion took place while the auditing 
committee conducted the annual audit 
of the books.

The next regular Badger Lodge 584 
meeting will be held Thursday, April 
11, at the Mary Queen of Heaven Gym, 
2360 S. 106th St. in West Allis, Wis., 
starting at 7 p.m. Meetings are held on 
the third Thursday of each month. It 
would be nice to see some additional 
members in attendance.  

Badger Lodge 584 mourns the 
passing of another of its longtime 

members. Sis. Margaret J. Adomat 
(nee Rupar) passed away Feb. 27, 
2019, at the age of 94. 

Margaret was the wife of the late 
Wilmer, and dear mother of Lois Vail 
and the late Brian Adomat. Sis. Ado-
mat was the cherished grandmother 
of Jason (Tammy), Kevin (Sarah), 
Mathew, and the late Sara Vail; and 
great-grandmother of Lucas, David 
and Nathan. She is also survived by 
nieces, nephews, other relatives and 
many friends.

Sis. Adomat was an active member 
of the Badger Lodge for many years. 
She served as the Badger Lodge repre-
sentative to the USPEH organization 
for years, attending their meetings and 
reporting on functions and events. 
She loyally attended Badger Lodge 
meetings along with her son Brian 
until his passing. Margaret began to 
experience medical problems and 
wasn’t able to attend meetings as she 
had in previous years.  

Services for Sis. Adomat were held 
at the Bevsek-Verbick Funeral Home.  
Sis. MaryCay Freiberg represented 
Badger Lodge 584 and conducted 
the SNPJ Ritual memorial service 
for Sis. Adomat. Farewell, our dear 
Sister; farewell.

Some functions taking place in the 
Milwaukee area that hopefully will 
interest you: 

Teaching the ins and outs of mak-
ing Slovenian butare (the traditional 
Slovenian bouquet carried into church 
on Palm Sunday) will be addressed 
Saturday, April 13, at Triglav Park 
starting at 10 a.m. The public is invited 
to attend.

The Palm Sunday Mass will be 
celebrated April 14 at 8:30 a.m., dur-

ing which a procession into the church 
will take place by those wearing the 
narodna noša (Slovenian costume) 
plus a red carnation as a symbol of 
our Slovenian heritage. Contact Sis. 
Jan Gehm at (414) 321-1413 if you 
plan to attend.

Are you ready for some balina? 
Yes, the 2019 SNPJ Balina League 
season is about to begin. Want to 
participate? It’s a lot of fun! 

The kick-off meeting will be held 
Monday, April 29, at 6 p.m., and 
league play will start Monday, May 
6. Play will continue each Monday 
evening (weather permitting) until 
the league playoffs in August. Two 
shifts are scheduled – the first at 6 
p.m. and the second at 7 p.m. – with 
a 50-minute time limit. 

The meeting will take place at the 
balina allies in West Allis Veteran 
Park, located on the northeast corner 
of 70th and W. National Ave. The 
league is looking for players and 
substitutes; please contact either 
Linda Abstetar at (414) 543-9043 or 
Denise Bartlett at (414) 327-4990 for 
additional information.

Sponsoring their member of the 
year dinner, Slovenian Union of 
America Branch #43 will be honor-
ing their 2019 Member of the Year, 
Bro. Frank Markelc (584). The dinner 
will be held at Meyer’s Restaurant on 
Tuesday, May 14, beginning at noon. 
Reservations are required, so contact 
Sis. Jan Gehm at (414) 321-1413 if 
you plan to attend. Congratulations, 
Bro. Frank Markelc!

Now that summer is just around 
the corner, those wonderful Slovenian 
picnics at beautiful Triglav Park in 
Wind Lake, Wis., will soon be returing 

for 2019. Each picnic will begin with 
Mass at 11 a.m., with the exception 
of the September picnic. 

On Monday, May 27, the Spomin-
ski Dan picnic (Memorial Day picnic 
to honor all men and women of the 
armed forces) will be held starting 
with Mass at 11 a.m. Food will be 
available, along with live music and 
drawings. Sunday, June 30, is another 
date to mark on your calendar for a 
picnic featuring music by Ansambel 
Veseljaki. On Aug. 4, listen to Zadnaja 
Kaplja, and on Sept. 15 Bro. Grant 
Kozera and his band will be filling 
the atmosphere under the shade of 
the “Old Oak Tree.”  

These picnics offer barbecued 
chicken, Slovenian sausage, potica 
and strudel, plus many other deli-
cious pastries to tempt your taste 
buds. Liquid refreshments are also 
available for purchase. You can check 
the Triglav schedule by visiting their 
website, www.triglavpark.com. Come 
out and enjoy!

Any interest in joining the Slo-
venian Social Club? This club was 
formed when the Slovenian Retirees 
Club disbanded. The club is looking 
forward to another year of camarade-
rie and social events, and is eager to 
increase their membership. You need 
not be Slovenian to join, just willing to 
listen and participate in talking about 
our Slovenian heritage. 

This year, Slovenian Social Club 
meetings are planned for June 18, 
Sept. 17 and Dec. 17. I don’t have 
a location for these meetings, but I 
do know that they will start at 1 p.m. 
You should contact the club president, 
Diane Floryance, at (414) 774-6394 
for additional information.
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by RICK GORJUP (158)
Tournament Secretary

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — The 2019 
SNPJ National Bowling Tournament, co-
sponsored by SNPJ Spartans Lodge 576 
and the Cleveland Athletic League (CAL), 
will be held at the SNPJ Recreation Center 
the weekend of May 4-5. Bowling will take 
place at Colonial Lanes in New Castle, 
Pa.; all social activities will take place at 
the Recreation Center. District 4 Athletic 
Director and CAL President Rick Gorjup 
is serving as tournament secretary. 

Doubles and singles events will be 
rolled starting at 11 a.m. on Saturday, 
May 4:  team competition will take place 
Sunday, May 5, again starting at 11 a.m. 

See page 10 for the entry form.
On Saturday, a bus will be available to 

transport bowlers between Colonial Lanes 
and the SNPJ Recreation Center.  Please e-
mail Rick Gorjup at rgorjup1221@gmail.
com to reserve your seat. The cost this year 
is $5 (flat rate) and will be collected when 
you board the bus, which will be filled on 
a first-come, first-served basis.

The Friday night entertainment will 
feature “Joe Cheetah’s Game Show Junk-
ies,” so plan to have some fun!

The Kentucky Derby race will also be 
run that weekend, so wear your favorite 
hat and watch the race in the Gostilna 
on Saturday evening. Prizes and drink 
specials will be offered. The entertain-

ment for the evening will feature “KTB” 
performing from 8 p.m. until midnight.

Cabins are available for the tournament 
weekend. Phone the SNPJ Recreation Cen-
ter toll-free at 1-877-767-5732 to reserve 
your cabin today. Food will be available 
for purchase throughout the weekend.

A block of rooms has been secured at the 
Hampton Inn in New Castle. The special 
rate for this SNPJ tournament is $105 plus 
tax per night. Phone (724) 656-0000 and 
mention the SNPJ Bowling Tournament 
to receive these rates. The deadline to 
reserve your room is April 3.

We look forward to welcoming all of 
our bowlers to the SNPJ Recreation Center 
for the National Bowling Tournament.

Submit your entries for the 2019 SNPJ Nat’l. Bowl

LODGE 603 EVENTS
FROM PAGE 1 

and it was delivered!
Our festivities began with a 

Thursday night social and dinner 
at the home of Lodge President 
George Benedict and his wife, Ruth. 
Along with the Benedicts, Jean-
nette Humphrey and Bill Tomazin 
also hosted. We were so delighted 
with the Pennsylvania group that 
attended. We provided the meal, 
the Lodge provided the beer, and 
Pauline Lockwood provided the 
wine and spirits.  

Pauline chaired the Friday night 
meal at the Lodge hall, and she and 
her crew did a great job, as did Nancy 
Bass who chaired the Saturday work 
in the kitchen. She and her crew of 
volunteers also did a fine job.

We were all saddened to hear 
that Bro. Louis J. Novak had died. 
He attended many of our polka fes-
tivals with his wife Pat. They lived 
in Highland Heights, Ohio. 

Lou was a great supporter of 
SNPJ and the country of Slovenia, 
and supplied many a drink of his 

slivo through the years. We always 
had such a good time with Louie, 
especially when his brother and 
his band, Joe Novak & Friends, 
performed at our Lodge, and when 
we would attend Slovenefest at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center.

Our festivities continued with 
music by Brad Turk and his or-
chestra, as well as several guest 
musicians, including Tony Klepec 
who entertained both days during 
the jam sessions. Tony and his wife 
Ann will be celebrating their 50th 
wedding anniversary Aug. 9 while 
on a trip with family in Slovenia.

Ruth Benedict thanked all mem-
bers and officers for coming out to 
work on both days of the festival, 
along with those who spent a day 
making apple strudel and cabbage 
rolls. 

Our March Lodge meeting went 
well, and the officers were installed 
by Ruth Benedict, with the exception 
of Rhonda Tesauro who was absent 
due to illness.

Youth Circle 57, under the direc-
tion of Cindy Griswold and Nadine 

Slucher, held a successful hot dog and 
bake sale at the Lodge hall in March, 
along with a successful dinner dance 
on March 8. Circle members are 
planning a “sock hop” at the Lodge 
hall for April 6; everyone is invited to 
attend. The Circle is raising funds to 
pay for a trip to the SNPJ Recreation 
Center this summer.

Easter dinner, chaired by Pauline 
Lockwood, will be served at the 
Lodge hall starting at 12:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, April 21. The price for an 
adult dinner is $15. Following dinner, 
a community-wide Easter egg hunt 
will be held starting at 2 p.m. Youth 
Circle 57 is in charge of the egg hunt. 
Live music will be performed for the 
Easter Sunday festivities.

A moment of silence was ob-
served in memory of deceased 
member Margaret Thomas of Spring 
Hill, Fla. Thanks were extended to 
John Tesauro and Robert Reichel 
for installing a dishwasher, donated 
by Holly Pell, for the kitchen in the 
Lodge hall. 

We’re looking forward to seeing 
everyone at the Lodge hall in April.

Easter at Lodge 603 offers dinner, egg hunt [Left] BILL TOMAZIN 
(603), known as the 
“Barefoot Farmer,” 
delivers a basket of 
vegetables to Skya 
and Nate Horth of New 
Smyrna Beach, Fla., who 
won the basket during 
Florida SNPJ Days.

[Below] Miss SNPJ 2019 
ELIZABETH SMRDEL 
(158) and her mother, 
JANET SMRDEL (158), 
enjoy the Florida warmth.

by DANIELLA VOLPE
Lodge 158

EUCLID, Ohio — Happy 
spring, everyone! We hope 
you had a good St. Patrick’s 
Day, and we hope you have a 
wonderful Easter. The Loy-
alites have lots of things to 
celebrate, starting with some 
anniversaries and a wedding. 

First off we have our presi-
dent, Don Srnick, and his 
wife, Sue, who celebrated 42 
years of marriage on March 
26. Then our vice president 
and treasurer, Greg and Gina 
Volpe, will be celebrating 32 
years together on April 25. 

And last, but definitely not 
least, we would like to extend 
a huge congratulations and best 
wishes to Colleen Frank and 
Jim Kuhn who were married 
this year on Feb. 14. Jim and 
Colleen found love when they 
were just young adults, but 
drifted apart as time went by 
and have now come back full 
circle to find love together yet 
again. We wish you two the 
best of luck as you continue 
your journey together forever.

We would also like to 
congratulate our Irish coun-
terparts, the Celtic Nations 

Drill Team, which includes 
many of our fellow Loyalites, 
on taking first place when they 
competed at the St. Patrick’s 
Day parade in Akron, Ohio. 
Good job, ladies!

Calling all young adults! It’s 
that time of year again when 
we must start planning for 
delegates to attend the SNPJ 
Young Adult Conference. If 
you are interested in attending, 
please send your name and rea-
sons why you think you should 
be considered as a Lodge 158 
representative to Lodge Secre-
tary Gary Smrdel by sending 
an e-mail to garylodge158@
roadrunner.com. We will be 
electing delegates during our 
next meeting on April 11. If 
you have any younger siblings, 
cousins, nieces or nephews, be 
sure to contact the Recreation 
Center about registering them 
to attend Youth Roundup.

Already this spring there 
are so many activities going 
on that you won’t want to miss, 
starting with the Button Box 
Bash on Sunday, April 7, from 
1 to 9 p.m. at Recher Hall. The 
day is sure to be filled with lots 
of great music, good food and, 
as always, lots of your friends 

from all over. 
The next event is our Slo-

ish Bowling Tournament, in 
which the Slovenians take on 
the Irish. The tournament will 
be held Saturday, April 13, at 
Wickliffe Lanes. Be sure to 
register by April 5 with either 
Colleen O’Malley Kuhn at 
(216) 347-3205 or Gina Volpe 
at (440) 205-1618. Cash prizes 
will be awarded, and it can be 
some good practice if you plan 
to bowl in the SNPJ National 
Tournament.

And speaking of the 83rd 
SNPJ National Bowling Tour-
nament, remember to send in 
your entry and request your 
days off from work for May 
4-5. Let’s get the ball rolling 
this spring. Whether you throw 
a wicked curve or roll it granny-
style, all are welcome!

We also have a couple of 
birthdays to acknowledge: 
Madelyn Johnson on April 7, 
and Greg Volpe on April 13. 
Along with those, we can also 
celebrate two very important 
and coincidentally correspond-
ing birthdays – April brings 
the SNPJ 115th birthday, as 
well as the 115th birthday of 
a man who brought us many 

characters, life lessons, and 
a love for reading: Dr. Seuss.

So why does it matter that a 
man who could rhyme would 
have been 115 years old this 
year? Because Dr. Seuss is the 
theme for our picnic, you hear? 
For many of us, both Dr. Seuss 
and SNPJ had a big impact on 
our childhoods, so we figured 
we would combine them in a 
way that can both honor and 
celebrate this monumental day. 

We’ll have food and drink 
in glasses that clink, as well as 
wonderful music to dance ’til 
you’re sick! The day will be 
filled with lots of fun, games, 
prizes – and probably a few of 
your favorite characters from 
when you were young. So don’t 
miss out on your chance to 
scream and shout with the Loy-
alites. The picnic is scheduled 
Sunday, June 23, at the SNPJ 
Farm in Kirtland, Ohio.

The next Loyalites Lodge 
meeting will be held April 11 
starting at 7 p.m. at Recher Hall 
in Euclid, and we always love 
to see more faces. As always, 
we send our thoughts and 
prayers to any ailing members 
and their families during this 
difficult time.

The Loyalites Lodge hopping into spring activities

by TONI THOMEY
Lodge 576

CLEVELAND — Happy 
spring, Spartans members!  
Hopefully by now our love-
ly Cleveland weather has 
warmed up and we have 
started to see some spring 
flowers pop up.

The beginning of this year 
has shown a lot of loss for 
our Lodge. In last month’s 
PROSVETA issue, I shared 
with you a tribute to Louis 
Novak, brother, father and 
great friend. His loss is still 
unbelievable, and the world 
will never be the same. We 
all have noticed his absence at 
our meetings, but we’re doing 
our best to move on, just as he 
would have wanted us to.  

This past month we were 
also saddened to hear of the 
loss of a dear friend and mem-
ber of Lodge Spartans. Sis 
Josie Arko passed away peace-
fully at home at the young age 

of 99. Josie was an extremely 
active Spartans Lodge mem-
ber. You could always count on 
her to help out at picnics and 
dances, attend meetings, and 
help in the leadership of our 
Lodge. We offer our deepest 
condolences and prayers to her 
entire family.  

In the next few months we 
will be busy planning and at-
tending several events in Ohio 
and Pennsylvania. Lodge 576 
has been working closely with 
the Cleveland Athletic League 
to co-sponsor this year’s SNPJ 
National Bowling Tourna-
ment, scheduled May 4-5 at 
Colonial Lanes in New Castle, 
Pa. If you would like to bowl, 
see the entry form on page 
10 or contact SNPJ Fraternal 
Director Kevin Richards at 
1-800-843-7675, ext 144.

We’re looking for a lot of 
Spartans to volunteer their 
time that weekend as well. We 
will need plenty of drawing 

ticket sellers. Please reach out 
to Karen Novak at (216) 965-
3181 if you can help.

The CAL Don Gorjup 
Golf Open will be played at 
Rolling Greens Golf Club in 
Huntsburg, Ohio. Several of 
our members have either vol-
unteered their time or golfed in 
this tournament. Contact Rick 
Gorjup at (440) 354-5001 for 
more details.

We have been very busy 
planning events for 2019. Dur-
ing our March meeting, we 
selected our representatives 
for the SNPJ Young Adult 
Conference in June. We wish 
the best to Sammi Likovic, 
Lauren Sebusch and Christian 
Thomey.

The planning of our annual 
picnic is also underway. Our 
picnic will be held Sunday, 
Aug. 18, at the SNPJ Farm in 
Kirtland, Ohio. We’re plan-
ning to have a country western 
theme, and will honor our 50-, 

60- and 70-year members. 
See future articles for more 
information regarding tickets 
and volunteer opportunities.

We’re also planning our an-
nual bus trip to be held Nov. 23. 
We’ll have more details soon.

Finally, I would like to per-
sonally thank Linda Gorjup 
for accepting the nomination 
to serve as Spartans Lodge 576 
secretary/treasurer. We are so 
blessed to have your expertise 
and your knowledge to take 
over this role from Lou. We 
know that you will be amaz-
ing and continue to keep our 
Lodge successful!

Our next meeting will be 
held Monday, April 15, start-
ing at 7 p.m. at the Slovene 
Home for the Aged. If you are 
interested in helping out with 
the National Bowling Tourna-
ment in May, please feel free 
to arrive at 6:30 p.m. during 
the CAL meeting. We hope to 
see you all soon!

Spartans Lodge ready to co-host the National Bowl

submitted by Jurček Žmauc
SABA President

CLEVELAND — From 
Feb. 23 to March 4, Jurček 
Žmauc, president of the Slo-
venian American Business 
Association (SABA), carried 
out the second “Gostilna 
Slovenia in U.S.” project. 
He organized the visit of 
representatives of the well-
known Slovenian restaurant, 
Gostilna Šempeter, from the 
municipality of Bistrica ob 
Sotli in the Štajerska region 
of Slovenia.

Gostilna Slovenia is made 
up of 43 restaurants that abide 
by strict rules and meet cer-
tain criteria to be included 
in the trademark. In 2018, 
SABA wanted to present 
Slovenia as an economic, 
tourist and gourmet destina-
tion in a slightly different way 
– through Slovenian cuisine. 
Thus, “Gostilna Slovenia in 
U.S.” was born.

The first restaurant from 
this project was Gostilna 
Rajh from Bakovci in Prek-
murje, followed by Gos-
tilna Šempeter from Kozjan-
sko. Restaurant owner Srečo 
Kunst, son Nejc Kunst and 
main chef Kristjan Erman 
presented culinary special-

ties and delicacies from the 
region. 

The Feb. 25 dinner at the 
Slovene National Home in 
Cleveland was followed by 
an event at SNPJ Lodge 106 
in Imperial, Pa., on Feb. 27. 
The entire project concluded 
on March 3 with an evening 
at the famous Cleveland 
restaurant Bratenahl Bistro, 
which is owned by Gino 
Antonelli, a renowned cook 
in the city.

At SNPJ Lodge 106, 
Chef Erman and the Kunsts 
presented traditional food 
with a modern twist. Gos-
tilna Šempeter is known for 
its specialization in kopun, 
also known as capon, which 
are specially raised roosters 
that are appreciated for their 
soft meat. Kopun is a tradi-
tional dish with a long history 
within the Kozjansko area.

Franjo Debelak, mayor of 
Bistrica ob Sotli, supported 
the project, enabling the pro-
motion of the municipality as 
well as the entire Kozjansko 
region. The project also 
found support at the SPIRIT 
Agency and the OZS, which 
is the umbrella organization 
of the Gostilna Slovenia 
project.

The Slovenian American Business Association (SABA) 
hosted the second “Gostilna Slovenia in U.S.” project, 
which featured a meal prepared by the head chef of
Gostilna Šempeter served at SNPJ Lodge 106 in Imperial, Pa.

SABA brings a taste
of Slovenia to the U.S.

Youth Roundup Weekend
July 26-28, 2019, at the SNPJ Recreation Center

Registration Form
Child must be between the ages of 7 and 12 and have an annuity

or life insurance policy with SNPJ to receive member rates.
Child’s Name: _______________________________

Address: ___________________________________

___________________________________________

Phone: (           ) _____________________________

Birth Date: ________________ Lodge No.:  ______  

Parent’s e-mail address:
___________________________________________

Make checks payable to SNPJ. Send completed
reservation form along with enrollment fee to:

Slovene National Benefit Society
Att’n: Fraternal Director

247 W. Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126

Registration Deadline: June 15, 2019

SNPJ member rate: $150 per child
Non-member rate: $200 per child

 Male                      Female
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2019 SNPJ Winter Classic Bowling Tournament Results
Tournament rolled Feb. 15-17, co-hosted by SNPJ Lodges 6 and 138
Men’s Doubles Event   
Team Lodge Score Prize
*J. McNurlen/S. Morgan 138 1,334 $230
**G. Supinsky/B. Krek 6 1,436 $230 
D. White/C. White 138 1,385 $170
R. Hileman/G. Spoharski 6 1,365 $130
B. Russ/G. Strack 158/6 1,337 $82
T. Zupancic/G. Gottschalk 6 1,336 $58
T. Carroll/K. Pintar 6 1,333 $56
B. Wardle/S. Davidson 138 1,321 $54
J. Tuite/A. Winkler 106 1,307 $52
D. Donovan/E. Pelino 6 1,296 $50
J. Evanish/R. Walker 106 1,291 $48
J. Miller Jr./R. Godish 138 1,276 $46
R. Brumbaugh/J. Snider 138 1,270 $44
M. Paris/J. Cadez 138 1,266 $42
J. Salizzoni/D. Brand 6 1,265 $40

Men’s Singles Event   
Name Lodge Score Prize
*C. Cadez 138 706 $125 
**J. Smigiel 138 781 $125 
J. Evanish 106 750 $100
D. Martino 6 732 $75
B. Krek 6 723 $60
M. Paris 138 721 $54
A. Winkler 106 721 $54
G. Spoharski 6 706 $48
E. Pelino 6 705 $46
P. Coppola 138 697 $45
A. Laskosky 138 691 $43
R. Hileman 138 691 $43
K. Vogrig 138 690 $41
B. Hervol 138 686 $38
Ja. Cadez 138 685 $36
G. Gottschalk 6 684 $35

C. Wolfe 6 684 $35
J. Tuite 106 677 $33
D. Belfiore 138 674 $32
G. Supinsky 6 673 $30
J. Salizzoni 6 668 $28
A. Brumbaugh 138 666 $27
J. Lowe 138 658 $26
S. Sutton 138 652 $24
J. Snider 138 652 $24
N. Verch 158 651 $23
S. Davidson 138 650 $22
R. Walker 106 640 $21
B. Lowe 138 639 $20
C. White 138 638 $19

Men’s Team Event   
Team Lodge Score Prize
*Team Cadez 138 2,731 $200
**Team Smigiel 138 2,758 $200
Gamblers 138 2,743 $152
Team Cleve/Indy 34/158 2,706 $116
Marty’s Partays 6 2,673 $104
What The Hell? 158 2,657 $96
Hawaiian Renegades 6 2,656 $92
No Idea 6 2,656 $92
D-Generation X 138 2,644 $84
Sports Haveners 6 2,632 $80
Scorched 138 2,626 $76
Team Brumbaugh 138 2,576 $72

Men’s All-Events   
Name Lodge Score Prize
*C. Cadez 138 2,086 $60

**G. Supinsky 6 2,142 $60
A. Winkler 106 2,113 $55
J. Smigiel 138 2,102 $45
A. Brumbaugh 138 2,089 $34
J. McNurlen 138 2,062 $28
D. Martino 6 2,058 $26
S. Davidson 138 2,053 $25
J. Evanish 106 2,047 $24
J. Snider 138 2,044 $23

Women’s Doubles Event   
Team Lodge Score Prize
*M. Graff/K. Almo 138 1,230 $170
**T. Vehar/A. Paul 138 1,335 $170
S. Marting/B. Shultz 138 1,326 $112
K. Klauss/C. Fisher 138 1,317 $60
M. Binotto/L. Downs 138 1,313 $50
D. Horabik/S. Srnick 158 1,311 $48
B. Wudkwych/M. Sanger 138 1,304 $46
J. Smrdel/T. Halaburda 158 1,299 $44
D. Bradwell/P. Smith 6 1,277 $40

Women’s Singles Event   
Name Lodge Score Prize
*K. Almo 138 642 $100
**K. Klauss 138 740 $100
C. Fisher 138 738 $75
S. Marting 138 730 $60
M. Graff 138 727 $50
D. Bible 6 723 $45

J. Phillips 6 710 $39
J. Smrdel 158 709 $35
D. Bradwell 6 709 $35
S. Krulce 138 695 $33
P. Smith 6 691 $30
D. Brand 6 690 $28
B. Wudkwych 138 687 $24
B. Bozicevich 6 684 $23
J. Nakoneczny 138 682 $22
S. Spalla 138 681 $21
L. Mickle 6 671 $20

Women’s Team Event   
Team Lodge Score Prize
*Get ’R Done 138 2,018 $172
**Tootsie Rollers 6/715 2,659 $172
The Glob Girls 6 2,656 $104
Beer Babes 138 2,654 $96
The Irish Creams 158 2,643 $92
Ball Busters 6 2,640 $88
Superstars 6 2,627 $84
Frickin’ Ten Pin 138 2,614 $80

Women’s All-Events   
Name Lodge Score Prize
*M. Graff 138 1,777 $53
**K. Klauss 138 2,112 $53
S. Marting 138 2,107 $40
K. Almo 138 2,075 $30
T. Halaburda 158 2,067 $24
C. Fisher 138 2,053 $20

*Indicates Actual Champion
**Indicates Handicap Champion

Name Lodge Score Prize Name Lodge Score Prize Name Lodge Score Prize

EDITOR’S PREFACE: Bro. Frank 
Gorup, a 77-year member of Lodge 138 
in Strabane, Pa., visited Slovenia for the 
first time in August 2018 at the age of 94. 
Bro. Gorup, who speaks fluent Slove-
nian after all these years, will celebrate 
his 95th birthday in April. This article 
was reprinted from the Sept. 7, 2018, 
issue of Primorske novice (Primorska 
News). The article was translated by 
former PROSVETA Slovenian Editor 
Vida Kosir and Allison Engel (138).

by JANA KREBELJ
Primorske novice

F rank Gorup from Pennsylva-
nia, United States, could not 
believe that at the age of 94 his 

dreams would come true: He would 
finally see Slovenia, visit his relatives 
and see Mt. Triglav. 

Frank’s parents came from the 
villages of Žeje and Slavina near 
Postojna, and decided to move to 
America when he was six months old. 
All his life he visualized the country 
and his home, based on their descrip-
tions. Throughout his life he remained 
close to the Slovenian community 
in Pittsburgh, married a Slovenian 
woman and treasured the beat of 
polka music. Well, this is the only 
thing that somehow disappointed him 
in Slovenia – he expected that polka 
music would be played everywhere. 

A day before he returned to the 
United States, 94-year-old Frank 
Gorup was able to sum up his im-
pressions about his eight-day stay in 
Slovenia. 

What was the best? “Those two 
who brought me here,” he answered, 
turning to his sister-in-law, Agnes 
Engel, and niece, Allison Engel.

There are many reasons why he 
didn’t return sooner in his younger 
years. First there was no money, then 
there was no time, then came postpon-
ing, and at the end an illness that took 
his wife Dorothy a few months ago. 
He pulls her picture from his wallet. 
She was also Slovenian, from Bela 
Krajina, but she didn’t like to travel. 

So many flowers
Dorothy’s sister, Agnes, and niece, 

Allison, had visited their relatives 
numerous times in Bela Krajina.  
Years ago, Allison attended a course 

First impression: “I never imagined 
that Mt. Triglav would be so beautiful”

in the Slovenian language and speaks 
Slovenian very well, so planning for 
this trip and connecting with relatives 
who Uncle Frank, as they call him, has 
in Slavina and Žeje was much easier. 

In Slovenia he still has three cous-
ins. Sadly, he came too late to meet 
four more who passed away over the 
last four years. 

He met all three who are still living, 
for which he was very happy. Frank 
was very moved and thrilled by the 
warmth he received. “I felt like... 
I was in the home that my parents 
talked about,” he said, summarizing 
his impressions. And he admits that he 
was very excited. He didn’t imagine 
that their house would be so close to 
the road; he expected that the houses 
would be built like [those] in America, 
and he was impressed by all the flow-
ers in the gardens and balconies. 

“I never saw so many flowers. My 
mother had flowers,” he said as he tried 
to remember the name for šmarnice 
(lily of the valley), which she some-
times put in his father’s buttonhole.

Primorsko last names in PA 
Frank was very much moved by the 

beauty of the church in Slavina, where 
he was baptized. At the cemetery he 
couldn’t believe that there were so 
many recognizable last names. His 
sister-in-law Agnes added, “I felt 
like [I was] at home in Pennsylvania, 
where there were so many names we 
knew at the cemetery.”

In the past century, many families 
from the Primorsko region had moved 
to the area where Frank, Agnes and Al-
lison live. “Many Slovenians worked 
in the mines,” Frank remembered of 
the first half of the 20th century. His 
family moved to the United States in 
the mid-1920s, when the Primorsko 
region was part of fascist Italy.

First his father went (he worked 
as a miner), then his wife and son 
followed. They created a life that 
strongly resembles the life of a typical 
Slovenian provincial family. They had 
a garden and fruit trees, they raised 
pigs, and on their table they always 
had their own ham, bacon, klobase 
and sauerkraut.  

Like many Slovenians of that time, 
they remained connected with their 
native Slovenian friends and family, 

and became members of Slovenian 
fraternal organizations. Frank is still 
a member of the Slovene National 
Benefit Society, SNPJ. Another fra-
ternal organization of Slovenians in 
the United States, KSKJ, operates 
under a similar principal.

A lot more than insurance
The history and background of 

Slovenian fraternal organizations in 
the United States was described to 
us by Dr. Dejan Valentinčič, who 
specializes his research on Slovenian 
immigration. This this past summer 
he met Allison outside Pittsburgh 
at Slovenefest, which is a major 
social event organized by the SNPJ. 
A three-day event and celebration 
of Slovenian culture, thousands of 
American-Slovenians attend this 
festival every year. 

But this kind of event isn’t the 
original purpose of Slovenian orga-
nizations. Both organizations started 
as insurance companies. “Slove-
nians departed to the United States 
because of work in the mines and 
steel industry. There was no insur-
ance available at that time, and if 
the husband got injured in the mine, 
the family didn’t have any income,” 
Valentinčič explained. And for that 
reason, Slovenians started insurance 
companies. The SNPJ and KSKJ are 
the two largest Slovenian fraternals 
operating in the United States, along 
with a few other local and regional 
Slovenian organizations. 

Their insurance is stable and safe, 
and for this reason many Slovenians 
still trust them. These insurance 
companies work as non-profits and 
invest their resources into Slovenian 
cultural events. They have their own 
buildings, land, lodges, campsites and 
other activities.

Agnes worked for the SNPJ for 
four decades. She sold life insurance 
and for 16 years was a member of 
the SNPJ National Board. The whole 
family remains involved in the orga-
nization. 

“We are connected by this in our 
hearts, like the linden leaf,” Agnes 
said about the importance of events 
in the Slovenian community. She 
doesn’t speak Slovenian, but has led 
numerous activities in the Slovenian 

community and prides herself that she 
knows many Slovenian songs.

Mt. Triglav astonished Frank
During the chat with Frank, Agnes 

and Allison quickly revealed which 
Slovenian symbol left the deepest 
impression on Frank’s heart – Slo-
venian folk music and Mt. Triglav. 
“Mama talked about Triglav, but I 
never imagined that it would be like 
this. I didn’t know that it was a huge 
mountain.” 

When his sister-in-law and niece 
accompanied him on a private flight 
around the Slovenian mountain, 
he could not believe what he saw. 
He imagined Slovenian mountains 
mainly as hills.

Impressed by the cleanliness
The lack of Slovenian music kind 

of disappointed Frank, he admits. He 
is one of many American-Slovenians 

who never misses the weekly radio 
program that plays Slovenian music. 
Here in Slovenia he expected more 
spontaneous gatherings around the 
sound of a button box.

This was actually the only negative 
comment he had after a weeklong 
stay exploring the country. There 
were many more positive surprises, 
among them the cleanliness of the 
surroundings and the church towers 
that defined every Slovenian town. 
“I didn’t expect this. Mother told me 
only about the church in Slavina.”

Agnes and Allison were otherwise 
amazed and thrilled by his eagerness, 
his strength, and his desire to take 
in everything that he awaited for 94 
years. After our visit they took him to 
Ljubljana, and we were very pleased 
that Allison sent us a picture of Frank 
standing beside an accordion player 
who plays for tourists near the Tro-
mostovje (Triple Bridge).

Bro. FRANK GORUP in the co-pilot seat of an airplane during a private 
flight around Triglav. The Slovenian mountains, and especially the beauty 
of Mt. Triglav, took his breath away. The pilot, Miha Svetina, is the husband 
of SNPJ Lodge 715 member Rebecca (Ehalt) Svetina.

[Right] Frank Gorup 
standing alongside of 
a road sign in Žeje, 
Slovenia. After 94 years, 
he finally had a chance 
to visit the towns of 
Slavina and Žeje, the 
birthplace of his parents.

[Below] Frank with his 
tour hosts, sister-in-law 
AGNES ENGEL (right) 
and niece ALLISON 
ENGEL. All three are 
members of SNPJ Lodge 
138 in Strabane, Pa.

Frank and an accordion player in Ljubljana. Everything 
in Slovenia was better than he imagined... but there could 
have been more Slovenian music.

Frank with his cousin. The joy of meeting a cousin for 
the very first time is expressed in their eyes.
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SNPJ Recreation Center
2019 Fraternal Events
Schedule
May 4-5 National Bowling Tournament
May 26 Recreation Center Brew & Bean Festival
June 8 SNPJ Heritage Center Family Fun Day
June 14-16 SNPJ Young Adult Conference
July 12-14 SLOVENEFEST 2019
July 26-28 Youth Roundup Weekend
July 28-Aug. 3 SNPJ Family Week
Aug. 18-24 SNPJ Senior Week
Aug. 30-Sept. 1 National SNPJ Days
Sept. 21 Recreation Center Wine & Sausage Fest

1.

2.

1.

2.

All-Events
$5 per 
person

YES/NO

Highest 
Average
2017-18

Lodge
No.

Doubles & Singles Event 
Entry fee $30 per person

Saturday Only

SNPJ 83rd National Bowling Tournament
May 4-5, 2019

1.

2.

3.

4.

Highest
Average
2017-18

Lodge
No.

Four-Person Team Event
Entry fee $60 per team

Sunday Only

Submit bowlers’ names by position in lineup

Team name _____________________________________
Team captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

The entry fee in each event is $15 per bowler, $5.55 of which shall be used 
for prizes, and $9.45 for bowling. An extra $5 is charged to all

who desire to compete for handicap all-events prizes.

Return form, along with fees of $15 per person, per event, to:
Rick Gorjup

7180 Kory Court • Concord, OH 44077-2221
Phone: (440) 354-5001 [Home] • (440) 773-3233 [Cell]

Make checks payable to CAL
ENTRY DEADLINE IS APRIL 15, 2019

All memberships will be verified at the SNPJ Home Office. 
Complete tournament rules are available by contacting the SNPJ 

Fraternal Department, 247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.
Schedule of entries will be posted online at www.snpj.org.

Colonial Lanes
3210 Wilmington Rd.
New Castle, PA 16105  
Phone: (724) 654-5000

www.coloniallanesbowling.com

Doubles & Singles
Saturday, May 4, 11 a.m.

Team Event
Sunday, May 5, 11 a.m.

55th CAL Don Gorjup Open Golf Tournament
May 25, 2019

at Rolling Green Golf Course, Huntsburg, OH
9 a.m. Shotgun Start

The $80 entry fee covers greens fees, cart, prizes, dinner, and
sandwich and beverage at the turn. Youth entry fee is $72.

Return this form, along with entry fees, to:
Rick Gorjup

7180 Kory Ct., Concord, OH 44077-2221 
Phone: (440) 354-5001 [H] or (440) 773-3233 [C]

Make checks payable to
SNPJ Cleveland Athletic League (CAL)
ENTRY DEADLINE IS MAY 19, 2019

The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament
rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department,

247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

Hdcp.PhoneLodgeName
1.

2.

3.

4.

Check Entry:
 Men Ladies Youth

Contact name: ________________________________________
e-mail: ______________________________________________

A Gold Achievement On the Lanes
During the 2019 Winter Classic Bowling Tournament, held 
Feb. 15-17, SNPJ executive officers  National Treasurer/CFO 
ROBERT LAWRENCE, National President/CEO JOSEPH 
EVANISH and National Secretary/COO KAREN PINTAR 
presented a gold watch to Bro. RON GODISH (138) 
[second from left] in recognition of the 300 game he rolled 
during the SNPJ Fall Classic Bowling Tournament held 
in October 2018. We extend our congratulations to Bro. 
Godish on the perfect game!

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — 
Jump start your summer fun 
with Balina & Bags Weekend 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center 
May 31-June 1!

On Friday, May 31, join us 
in the Gostilna for the fabulous 
sounds of the Mansfield 5 from 
9 p.m. until midnight.

On Saturday, June 1, get 
your teams ready for the ba-
lina and beanbag toss tourna-

ments. All teams are welcome, 
women, men or co-ed. The 
entry fee is $5 per person for 
each tournament. Tournaments 
with five or more teams will be 
single elimination.

Food will be available 
throughout the weekend, and 
the pool and Tiki Bar will be 
open. Cabins are still avail-
able for rent, so contact the 
SNPJ Recreation Center at 
1-877-767-5732 to reserve 
yours today.

Balina & Bags Weekend 
planned at the Rec Center

by JERRY TROHA
Lodge 581 Secretary/Treasurer

ST. MARYS, Pa. — SNPJ Lodge 
581 and the Historical Society of 
St. Marys and Benzinger Township 
presented a program titled “A Step 
Back in Time.” The program fo-
cused on the Slovenian immigrant 
families who found comfort from 
one another by living on the same 
street in St. Marys, Curry Ave. 

More than 50 people gathered 
at the St. Marys K of C to share 
their memories of the Slovenian 
residents of Curry Ave. Curry Ave. 
still exists today, but the homes 
have since been removed to make 
room for industrial development.

The program centered on Slo-
venian immigrants and their lives 
from the early 1900s through the 
1960s. One of the oldest attendees 

born in the Curry Ave. area was 70-
year SNPJ member Bro. Alphonse 
Bon (581). He reminisced about life 
on Curry Ave. starting in 1925.  

Jerry Troha told the story 
of his grandparents, John and 
Barbara Kadak, and his mother, 
Katie (Kadak) Troha (581), who 
emigrated from Verhovac, Croatia, 
to the United States and also lived 
on Curry Ave. Another longtime, 
70-year SNPJ member, Bro. 
Anthony Celin, talked about his 
early life growing up on Rettger 
St. and interacting with families 
on Curry Ave. Tony was raised by 
his grandparents and the Troha 
family in his early years. 

Marcia Klancer Bleggi stated 
that both of her parents, Rudolph 
Klancer and Josephine Kordon, 
were born on Curry Ave. Marcia 

also shared stories of her grand-
parents and other Slovenians who 
lived in the neighborhood.

Families represented at the 
gathering included Knaus, Bos-
nick, Klancer, Uhernick, Celin, 
Zore, Troha, Bon, Uljon, Vidmar, 
Moore, Kordon and Mahovlich. 
Each family reminisced and 
shared life experiences. Anne 
(Uhernick) Sekula read a story 
her father had written describing 
the stories of life on Curry Ave. 
in the 1930s.

Also on display were census 
records, historical directories, and 
storyboards with photographs, 
including some aerial views and 
maps of the area from 1895 to 
1960. The program was filmed 
by Dominick Sette of TomBob 
Outdoor Productions. Accordion 

music was provided by John Moore 
and Jerry Troha. Fresh authentic 
Slovenian potica from the Lodge 
581 baking class was served and 
enjoyed with beverages.   

The following Slovenian Polka 
Boosters dances will be held on 
Sundays from 2-5 p.m.: April 14, 
the Skovenski Band will perform 
at Wildwoods Bar and Grill in St. 
Marys; April 28, Rob DeBlander 
will be featured at the Ridgway, 
Pa., Eagles Club.

For more information on the 
Slovenian Polka Boosters, con-
tact Pat Moore at (814) 837-9218 
or e-mail moorski@verizon.net. 
For more information on Lodge 
581, contact Jerry Troha at (814) 
781-6978 or e-mail jerometroha@
gmail.com. Follow us on Facebook 
at St. Marys SNPJ Lodge 581. 

Participants in the Lodge 581 “A Step Back 
in Time” program: [front] 70-Year Lodge 581 
members ANTHONY CELIN and ALPHONSE 
BON, [back] Lodge 581 President MARCIA 
KLANCER BLEGGI and Secretary/Treasurer 
JERRY TROHA.  

Lodge 581 recalls immigrant history in St. Marys

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Fraternal 
Department is currently accepting entries 
for the 2019 Miss SNPJ Pageant. The 
pageant will take place July 12-14 at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center. These dates 
coincide with Slovenefest.

Contestants must be single females 
between the ages of 18 and 28 by July 12, 
2019, and a member of SNPJ for at least 

three months at the time of the pageant. 
All young ladies who participate in the 
pageant will receive a $50 participant 
award, and those enter the pageant before 
May 15 will also receive an early bird 
bonus of $50.

The 2019 Miss SNPJ Pageant entry 
form can be found on the “Miss SNPJ 
Pageant” page of our website, www.snpj.
org. The deadline to enter the pageant is 
June 12.

The Miss SNPJ Pageant Booster Fund 
is currently accepting donations. Any 
donation, large or small, is truly appreci-
ated and will be recognized in the pageant 
program. Checks can be made payable to 
“SNPJ” with “Miss SNPJ Pageant” noted 
on the memo line. Donations should be 
mailed to Slovene National Benefit Soci-
ety, Attn: Fraternal Department, 247 West 
Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

I’ll see you at a fraternal event soon.

Time running short for pageant early bird bonus

by RICK GORJUP (158)
CAL President

CLEVELAND — This year’s 
CAL Don Gorjup Open Golf 
Tournament will be played at 
Rolling Green Golf Course in 
Huntsburg, Ohio, Saturday, 
May 25. 

This is our 55th year hosting 
this golf tournament, so don’t 
miss out on a great day of fun 
and fraternalism. We have a 
great bunch of golfers, and 
with our CAL reps, friends 
and volunteers, this year’s 
outing should be the best! The 
tournament is about 55 days 
away, and we hope to have a 
record crowd.

Having a 9 a.m. shotgun 
start, we ask that you arrive 
at the course by 8:15 a.m. for 
check-in at the pavilion. Here’s 
where you can pick up your 
goodie bags and scorecards 
before heading out onto the 
links.

Hot dogs and pivo will be  
available at the turn, and a 
great steak dinner awaits at 
the 19th hole. This is always 
a fun day, meeting old friends 
and making new ones. And 
remember, this year the beer, 

pop and bottled water are free 
all day long!

The entry fee of $80 for 
adults ($72 for youth) includes 
green fees, cart, prizes, a 
goodie bag, dinner and a sand-
wich/beverage at the turn. Your 
friendly hostesses will again 
be stationed on the course to 
provide some libation and a 
toast to Don. Since this is our 
55th anniversary tournament, 
we'll have some extras to com-
memorate this big year!

To have even more fun, 
one can dress in something 
unusual, if one likes, for the 
day... you never know what 
theme is going to dominate 
the dress code on the course. 
The party bus will again be 
transporting golfers from the 
SNPJ Recreation Center in 
Enon Valley.

Donations are coming in 
for our drawings, and we’re 
planning a few surprises this 
year. See the entry form at right 
or download a copy from the 
SNPJ website. 

Call your golf buddies today 
and register early. We hope to 
see you on beautiful, sunny 
and warm Saturday, May 25.

The weather’s warming 
for the CAL Golf Open

by MICHELLE HRIBAR-HERNANDEZ
Lodge 1 President

CHICAGO — Slavija Lodge 
1 held its regular meeting on 
March 6 at Czech Plaza in 
Berwyn, Ill. We were thrilled 
to have Sis. Mary Reich, a 
centenarian and soon-to-be 
84-year Lodge member, at-
tend. Mary was very glad to 
reconnect with old friends. 
She felt at home and looks 
forward to the next meeting.

Mary was born in Iselin, 
Pa., in 1918 to Yugoslav im-
migrants, and SNPJ was the 
focal point of her childhood. 
Along with being a beloved 
aunt, loving friend and caring 
neighbor, Mary perfected her 
homemade potica, strudel 
and other cakes and cookies.

We were equally elated to 
have former Lodge President 
Conrad Novak, former Re-
cording Secretary Arlafaye 
Franchi, and Frank Mikec 

The members of Slavija Lodge 1 were thrilled to have 
centenarian Sis. MARY REICH [seated, center] in 
attendance at their March meeting.

Special guests attend the 
Lodge 1 March meeting

in attendance.
We extend get well wish-

es to Marlene O’Connell, 
who is at Grace Point Place 
in Oak Lawn, Ill.

Our next meeting is 
scheduled Wednesday, June 
5, starting at 11 a.m. at 
Czech Plaza in Berywn.

Sis. MARY REICH, a soon-
to-be 84-year member 
of Slavija Lodge 1.

notice oF AnnuAl meeting oF members

*Members, as defined in the bylaws, are those individuals and
organizations who have contributed a minimum of $25 during the
preceding year. For the May 14, 2019, meeting, this is the period

from April 1, 2018, through March 31, 2019.

*Members are cordially invited to attend this meeting.

Registration: 4:00 p.m. — Meeting: 4:30 p.m.

The annual meeting of members of the 
slovene Home For tHe Aged 

will be held Tuesday, May 14, 2019, in the 
Laurich Room of The Slovene Home —

Skilled Care and Rehabilitation
18621 Neff Road, Cleveland, OH 44119.


