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• Alara J. Walters
Born Nov. 22, 2018

Bon Air, Pa., Lodge 254
Bon Air, Pa., Lodge 254 welcomes new 
member Alara Jane Walters to the Society. 
Alara, a sixth generation member of Lodge 
254, is the daughter of Tyler and Brittni (254) 
Walters, sister of Alessa Walters (254), 
granddaughter of Don and Sandy Walters 
and JoCarol Naugle (254), and great-
granddaughter of Lodge 254 Secretary 
Donna Naugle and the late Anthony Naugle 
(254). We welcome Alara to the SNPJ and 
extend best wishes to her entire family.

briefly

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office be closed Thursday, July 4, in 
celebration of Independence Day. We wish 
all SNPJ members and friends a happy 
and safe Independence Day.

Home Office closed
for the July 4th holiday

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — SNPJ 
Lodge 776 members will hold their next 
regular meeting Sunday, June 9, at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center. The meeting 
will start at 2 p.m. All members are urged 
to attend.

VONNIE DOMBROSKY
Lodge 776 Recording Secretary

Lodge 776 sets June 9
meeting at Rec Center

by KATHY PAULENICH (776)
SNPJ Heritage Center Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — The newly 
elected Heritage Center Committee held their 
first meeting via teleconference on April 27. 
Who would have thought some 40 years ago, 
when the first committee met, that we would 
now be in the techie world of e-mails, texts, 
FaceTime and Skype, and holding meetings via 
teleconference from the comfort of our homes. 

SNPJ National President Joseph C. Evanish 
called the meeting together to elect officers for 
the next four-year term. The director will be 
Kathy Paulenich, Joan Gaspersic will serve as 
secretary, and Ed Robich as treasurer. We then 

Don’t miss out on Heritage Center Weekend in June
had an hour meeting to discuss necessary new 
business. We also held an in-person meeting 
on May 18 at the SNPJ Recreation Center to 
finalize summer plans. 

Our biggest project is the Heritage Center 
Weekend, scheduled June 21-22 at the Recre-
ation Center. We will kick-off the first day of 
summer on Friday, June 21, with a wine and 
cheese reception on the patio (weather permit-
ting) from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. with wine, cheese 
and crackers, and music by Patty Candela on 
her button box. Then we head into the Gostilna 
for music by the Mahoning Valley Button Box 
Club, performing from 7:30 to 9:30. 

The free-admission Heritage Center Family 

Fun Day will be held Saturday, June 22, at the 
Heritage Pavilion with music by the Ron Likovic 
Band from Cleveland playing from 3:30 to 7:30 
p.m. Food and drinks will be available for pur-
chase, plus you can buy a klobase dinner from 
3 to 7. A fraternal balina tournament and bean 
bag tournament are also planned. 

Bring the children to the pavilion to play 
some games. The Heritage Center will pay the 
pool admissions and putt-putt fees for the chil-
dren. Bring your family and introduce them to 
polkas, and watch the button box performance 
of 15-year-old T.J. Likovic. 

SEE HERITAGE CENTER WEEKEND
ON PAGE 2

FONTANA, Calif. — During the Lodge 
723 meeting being held Sept. 19, 2019, at 
6:30 p.m. at the Fontana Slovene Hall, we 
will be holding nominations, election and 
installation for the office of Lodge vice 
president, as well as one position on the 
Fontana Slovene Hall Board of Directors.

PHYLLIS WOOD
Lodge 723 Secretary/Treasurer

Lodge 723 filling officer
vacancy in September

MELVINDALE, Mich. — SNPJ Lodge 
518 will host the second annual Frank Te-
hovnik Memorial Balina Outing Saturday, 
July 27, at 2:30 p.m. at Palazzo di Bocce, 
4291 S. Lapeer Road, Lake Orion, Mich. 
The cost is $12 per person for instruction 
and indoor play time. Restaurant service 
will be available. Please RSVP by June 
28 by e-mailing SNPJ518@gmail.com or 
by calling (248) 628-4858.

BILL KRzISNIK
Lodge 518 President

RSVP by June 28 for 
Lodge 518 balina outing

Lucky ducks 
still available
at Lodge 138

by JASON CADEZ
Lodge 138 President

STRABANE, Pa. — Bring a covered dish 
and your good luck charm to SNPJ Lodge 
138 in Strabane for the annual Duck Race 
and family picnic on Saturday, July 20.

It’s the 25th year that the rubber duckies 
will race down the waters of Little Chartiers 
Creek to the finish line. But that’s not the 
only highlight of the day. In addition to lots 
of activities for our younger members, the 
picnic will take place around 4 p.m. Food 
will be provided by the Lodge, but covered 
dishes and desserts are always welcome. 

The race will get underway at 6:30 p.m. 
and the Karl Lukitsch Band will perform 
from 6 to 10 p.m. 

This event gets bigger and more exciting 
each year, so you don’t want to miss it. Ducks 
are just $5 each and proceeds benefit Lodge 
138. The owner of the lucky duck that crosses 
the finish line first will win $1,000. 

As an added bonus this year for the 25th 
anniversary of the Duck Race, commemora-
tive T-shirts will be available for purchase! 
Youth Circle 19 held a contest and Payton 
Wagner’s design had the most votes. Shirts 
will be offered for $10 each with a percentage 
of the proceeds going to Circle 19. If you’re 
interested in a shirt, please contact Margaret 
Cadez at mcadez414@icloud.com by July 4. 

Na zdravje!

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Regional Fra-
ternal Activities for 2019 are getting underway. I 
would like to thank our Regional Vice Presidents 
for organizing these events, with assistance 
from the SNPJ Fraternal Department, for the 
benefit of our members in various regions. 
These regional fraternal events have been quite 
successful in the past.

This year we are trying something new for 
Region 4. There is a new ballpark in Utica, 
Mich., that hosts games for a four-team local 

baseball league. The ballpark is Jimmy John’s 
Field and they are offering our members a 
wonderful package that includes admission, a 
food buffet before and during the game, and an 
overall great time.

This event is hosted by Region 4 Vice 
President Tracey Anderson (677). We chose 
the Saturday, June 29, game that matches the 
Birmingham Bloomfield Beavers against the 
Eastside Diamond Hoppers at 7:05 p.m. Tickets 
are $28 each and can be purchased by contact-
ing District 5 Athletic Director Ken Anderson 
(677) at (248) 808-2185 or ukander@att.net.

The next regional event will take us right 
into the middle of the Slovenian community in 
Cleveland. Region 3 Vice President Don Srnick 
(158) will carry on the wonderful tradition of 
hosting Slovene Heritage Night at the Lake 
County Captains on Monday, Aug. 26. This is 
a 7 p.m. game against the Dayton Dragons. It’s 
also “Buck Night” at the ballpark, so guests can 
enjoy beer and hot dogs for $1 each. Tickets are 
only $7 and can be purchased by contacting Don 
Srnick at (440) 283-9373 or srnicks@msn.com.

I look forward to seeing all of our members 
at these upcoming fraternal events!

Fraternal events coming to a region near you

Samsula Lodge 603 member RUth BENEDICt [center] helped welcome the Vehar family to 
Florida. Visiting from Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138 were [from left] tOM, NICOLE and tAMME 
VEhAR, as well as Tamme’s sister, Tracy Siek.

by JEANNETTE HUMPHREY
Lodge 603

SAMSULA, Fla. — SNPJ Lodge 603 in 
beautiful downtown Samsula continues to be 
busy with activity. A thank you is extended to 
the SNPJ Home Office in Imperial, Pa., for the 
$200 our Lodge received for continuing with 
our cultural events.

We hosted our annual Florida SNPJ Days 
event in February. Thanks, again, to the Home 
Office for sending handout souvenirs for those 
in attendance. Ashley Benedict sent out thank 
you notes to many of the volunteers who helped 
make the apple strudel and cabbage rolls, as well 
as to those who assisted with the weekend of 
activities. It takes many volunteers to carry out 
such a successful event at our Lodge.

Samsula Lodge 603 welcomes
the return of northern SNPJers

SEE WARM SAMSULA WELCOME
ON PAGE 8

Youth Circle 57, under the direction of Cindy 
Griswold and Nadine Slucher, is planning more 
cultural events in the coming year. They have 
been busy raising money to make a trip to the 
SNPJ Recreation Center this summer, which will 
be a great opportunity for our youth members 
to learn more about our Society.  The Samsula 
Woman’s Club donated $100 toward the trip. The 
club also donated $500 to benefit Lodge 603, 
and Lodge 603 donated $100 to benefit the Miss 
SNPJ Pageant held during Slovenefest in July.

Pauline Lockwood and her crew of volunteers 
did a splendid job for our Easter dinner. The event 
was well attended and added a nice amount to 
our Lodge treasury. Thanks was extended to 

by TRACEY BELLE (138)
SNPJ Heritage Center Committee

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — Each year on 
the Saturday of Mother’s Day weekend, the 
member states of the European Union (EU) hold 
an open house at their embassies in Washington, 
D.C. Slovenia is a member of the EU, and the 
Slovenian Embassy, led by Stanislav Vidovič, 
Ambassador of the Republic of Slovenia in the 
United States, staged another successful open 
house for 2019. Each year, Slovenian Embassy 
staff members meticulously plan and prepare 
for months in advance in order to introduce 
Slovenia to the general public and showcase 
the best of Slovenia.

The morning of Saturday, May 11, dawned 

Slovenia on display at annual 
EU Embassy Open House event

with the threat of rain, but thankfully it held off 
until open house hours were over. Nearly 3,000 
visitors perused displays of crafts and sampled 
Slovenian foods including traditional klobase, 
potica and, new this year, chicken pate and 
chicken sausage. Guests also tasted Slovenian 
soft drinks (Cockta), juices (Fructal), wines 
and a honey liquor called Medini, which was 
served in edible chocolate shot glasses! They 
also enjoyed traditional Slovenian button box 
music provided by Kathy Hlad (158).

Many of the staff members were dressed in 
traditional Slovenian costume (narodna noša), 
and several cooking demonstrations were done 

SEE SLOVENIA ON DISPLAY
ON PAGE 2
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Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

• JUNE 2 .......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 hosts Bob 
Turcola’s 80th birthday celebration in 
the Imperial Room; noon-6 p.m. Music 
by Turcola-Kravos, Valencic Brothers, 
KTB and more. Admission is $10 at the 
door. Cash bar. Kitchen will be open. For 
more information contact Lodge 106 at 
(724) 695-1411 or snpj106@gmail.com.

• JUNE 6 .......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo 
in the Lodge 106 clubroom. Early bird 
games start at 6:30 p.m., regular games 
at 7. Kitchen will be open. For more 
information contact Lodge 106 at (724) 
695-1411 or snpj106@gmail.com.

• JUNE 8 .......Western Pa./Lodge 138 Golf Tour-
nament at Rolling Green Golf Course, 
Eighty-Four, Pa.; 1 p.m. shotgun start. 
Evening entertainment at the Lodge 
138 Clubroom featuring Ron Likovic & 
Friends, 6-10 p.m.

• JUNE 9 .......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 Car Cruise 
in the Lodge 106 parking lot beginning at 
noon. Entertainment by Shades of Time. 
Food, door prizes and a 50/50 drawing 
available. For additional information 
contact Lodge 106 at (724) 695-1411 or 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• JUNE 14-16 ... SNPJ Young Adult Conference at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. For additional information, 
contact SNPJ Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards by calling 1-800-843-7675 ext. 
144 or e-mailing krichards@snpj.com.

• JUNE 14 .....Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 “Flag Day Bags” 
outdoor bean bag toss tournament at 
Lodge 6; 7-10 p.m. Play will be moved 
inside in the event of bad weather. Blind 
draw for teams. Grilled hamburgers, 
hot dogs and sides will be available for 
purchase beginning at 6:30 p.m.

• JUNE 22 .....SNPJ Heritage Center Family Fun 
Day dance at the SNPJ Recreation Cen-
ter, Borough of SNPJ, Pa.; music by the 
Ron Likovic Band 3:30-7:30 p.m. Wine & 
cheese reception Friday, June 21, on the 
SNPJ Heritage Center patio 6:30-7:30 
p.m. For additional information contact 
the SNPJ Recreation Center toll-free by 
calling 1-877-767-5732 or e-mail snpj@
snpjrec.com.

• JUNE 23 .......... Loyalites Lodge 158 “Dr. Seuss” 
picnic at the SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio; 
1-8 p.m. Music provided by the Don 
Wojtila Orchestra. For additional infor-
mation contact Gary Smrdel by calling 
(440) 655-7592.

• JUNE 30 .......... Westmoreland Co. Federation 
Pretty In Pink fund-raiser at the Yukon 
Slovenian Hall, Yukon, Pa.; 2-6 p.m. 
Music by The Polka Classics. Food and 
refreshments will be available. For details 
contact Lois Denning at (412) 554-7404.

• JULY 6 ........... Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138 hosts 
Klancnik & Friends at the Lodge hall. 
Music performed from 6-10 p.m.

• JULY 12-14 ..... The 38th Slovenefest and the 
63rd Miss SNPJ Pageant at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. For details contact 
the Recreation Center at 1-877-767-
5732 or snpj@snpjrec.com. For pageant 
information, contact Fraternal Director 
Kevin Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 
144 or krichards@snpj.com.

• JULY 20 ......... The 25th annual Lodge 138 Duck 
Race and Picnic at the Lodge 138 Hall, 
Strabane, Pa., beginning at 4 p.m. En-
tertainment featuring Karl Lukitsch & 
Autobahn starting at 6 p.m.

• JULY 26-28 .... Youth Roundup Weekend at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of 
SNPJ, Pa. For details contact Fraternal 
Director Kevin Richards at 1-800-843-
7675 ext. 144 or krichards@snpj.com. 
The registration deadline is June 15.

• JULY 27 ......... Melvindale, Mich., Lodge 518  
annual Frank Tehovnik Memorial Balina 
Outing at Palazzo di Bocce, Lake Orion, 
Mich.; 2:30 p.m. Cost is $12 per person 
and includes instruction and indoor play. 
Restaurant service will be available. For 
details contact Lodge 518 at SNPJ518@
gmail.com or (248) 628-4858.

• AUG. 11 ......... Cleveland Lodge 53 annual picnic 
at the SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio, starting 
at 1 p.m. Entertainment by the Jeff Pecon 
Orchestra. For details contact Martha 
Meglich by calling (440) 884-5043.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

HERITAGE CENTER WEEKEND
FROM PAGE 1 

Come celebrate with the SNPJ 
Heritage Center Committee as we 
extend our appreciation for the many 
years of your generous support. We 
thank you!

The Heritage Center gift shop will 
be open every Saturday this summer 
(except for July 21, the week after 
Slovenefest) from 1 to 5 p.m. We will 
be open every day of Slovenefest. 
Come check out some new T-shirt  
designs and new items for sale in the 
gift shop this season. 

We want to thank our past director, 
Maury Sinan, for all his hard work as 

the leader of this committee for the 
past eight years, as well as committee 
members who haven’t returned: Sarah 
Loudon, Kathy Loudon, Seph Kumer 
and Megan Sinan. We will miss them, 
but know you are all always welcome 
to return.

Besides our picnic in June, several 
of us will be busy the prior weekend 
during the SNPJ Young Adult Confer-
ence, which will be held June 14-16 
at the Recreation Center. Sue Mals 
and Mary Jo Hartman will be in the 
gift shop, and Tracey Belle will host 
a workshop with the young adults on 
making strudel. 

Ed Robich, Patty Candela and 

Kathy Paulenich will be attend-
ing the Simply Slavic Festival on 
Saturday, June 15, in downtown 
Youngstown, Ohio, with items from 
the gift shop on sale at the Market-
place and our traveling museum 
on display in the ethnic tent. This 
festival begins at noon and runs 
until midnight. 

July brings the greatest polka 
festival of all – Slovenefest! Tell your 
family and friends the dates are July 
12-14. This festival has so much to 
offer, including five music venues, 
food trucks, a craft bazaar, the SNPJ 
Heritage Center, the swimming 
pool, and all-day fun with family 

and friends. 
I so look forward to this event each 

year. Let’s keep it going for many years 
by telling your friends all about it. 

A new twist on the music at 
Slovenefest this year will be Guys 
Without Ties, a group of eight mu-
sicians plus a vocalist performing 
oldies in the Alpine Room on Friday, 
July 12, from 6 to 9 p.m. We’re trying 
something different with the hope  
that you’ll like the change for one 
night at one venue.

Don’t you just love summer with all 
the different outside activities? I sure 
do! I’ll see you at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center. I’ll be there... will you?

SNPJ Heritage Center hosting Heritage Weekend at the Rec Center

by JERRY TROHA
Lodge 581 Secretary/Treasurer

ST. MARYS, Pa. — The 
Lodge 581 second quarterly 
meeting will be held June 30 
at 12:30 p.m. at the St. Marys 
Moose Club. A Slovenian 
Polka Booster dance featur-
ing the Frank Moravcik Band 
will follow.

Lodge 581 sends get will 
wishes and a speedy recovery 
to Alphonse Bon, who is 
recuperating in Elk Haven 
Nursing Home in St. Marys. 
Alphonse was featured in the 
Lodge 581 article in the April 
issue of PRoSveta.

The following Slovenian 
Polka Booster dances will 
be held from 2-5 p.m.: the 
Karl Lukitsch Orchestra on 
Sunday, June 9, at the Eagles 
Club in Ridgway, Pa.; and 
the Frank Moravcik Band 

on Sunday, June 30, at the 
St. Marys Moose Club in St. 
Marys.

The following dances will 
be held at John Berne’s Maple 
Inn, Rte 46 in Crosby, Pa.:    
Dick Tady DTO Scholar-
ship Fund-raiser on Sunday, 
June 2; and the Bill Bevec 
Band and Chinese auction 
on Sunday, June 23. Dances 
are from 2-5 p.m. with a hot 
meal served at 1:30. Meal 
and beverages are included 
in admission.

For more information on 
the Slovenian Polka Boost-
ers, contact Pat Moore at 
(814) 837-9218 or moorski@
verizon.net. For more infor-
mation on Lodge 581, contact 
Jerry Troha at (814) 781-6978 
or jerometroha@gmail.com. 
Follow us on Facebook at St. 
Marys SNPJ Lodge 581.

Quarterly meeting 
date set for Lodge 581

by PATTI EVANISH
Lodge 715 Secretary

UNIVERSAL, Pa. — Join 
your fellow members of 
Comets Lodge 715 on Tues-
day, July 2, at PNC Park to 
watch the Pittsburgh Pirates 
host the Chicago Cubs. The 
Loaded Value Tickets are 
only $29 and include $10 
for use at one of the many 
concession stands. A limited 
number of seats are located 
in Outfield Box, Section 105, 
and must be paid for in full 
by June 28. Don’t let this 
night of fun and memorable 
SNPJ camaraderie pass you 
by! To purchase your tickets, 
please contact me at pat-
tievanish2017@gmail.com 
or (412) 443-8825. 

Our annual Comets Lodge 

715 luncheon will take place 
on Saturday, Oct. 19, at Palm-
ieri’s Restaurant in Plum, 
Pa. We will be honoring our 
members who have reached 
50, 60, 70 and 80 years with 
SNPJ. Those members will 
receive a special invitation 
through the mail in Septem-
ber, but any member is wel-
come to attend this wonderful 
event. More details will be 
provided in an upcoming 
issue of PRoSveta.

Jamie Evanish is our 
Lodge agent. If you have 
any questions about SNPJ 
products, including whole 
life or term life insurance, 
annuities, IRAs or Roth 
IRAs, contact Jamie directly 
at je75main@gmail.com or 
(412) 793-5957.

Comets are heading 
to PNC Park July 2by JERRY WATSON 

Lodge 34 Secretary/Treasurer

INDIANAPOLIS — Lodge 34 held its first 
quarterly meeting of 2019 on March 8. The 
officers were installed and are ready to make 
2019 another great year for our Lodge.

Our Lodge decided to participate in the 
Lodge Bonus Program and we have four Fri-
day night dinners scheduled at the Slovenian 
National Home (SNH). Our first dinner was 
held April 26 and was very well received by 
the SNH patrons. The baked potato bar was 
enjoyed by all. Special thanks to one of our 
officers, Jennifer Velikan, for making this 
dinner happen!

Our second quarterly meeting will begin 
at 7 p.m. on June 21 during the Friday night 
dinner at the SNH. Please join Lodge 34 
members and friends at this dinner. The 
famous Dragan sisters, Mary and Jo, will 
have an exceptional dinner for you to enjoy.

Jozef and I would like to extend our 
thanks to SNPJ Lodge 6 and SNPJ Lodge 
138 for hosting the Winter Classic Bowling 

Tournament. We also enjoyed the SNPJ 
National Bowling Tournament, which was 
co-sponsored by SNPJ Lodge 576 and the 
Cleveland Athletic League (CAL). It was 
nice to see our friends from Ohio, Pennsyl-
vania and Michigan.

Lodge 34 hosted its first Friday night dinner
of 2019 at the Slovenian National Home on 
April 26, treating guests to a baked potato
bar and plenty of desserts.

Lodge 34 dinners resume at SNH

SLOVENIA ON DISPLAY
FROM PAGE 1 

during the six-hour open house. Featured this 
year was the craft of beekeeping, a common 
avocation in Slovenia, in conjunction with 
World Bee Day on May 20. The exhibit 
included explanations of the hive box and 
examples of bee panels (a common folk art), 
along with samples of different flavors of 
honey. Some staff could even be seen wearing 
bee antenna headbands, and temporary bee 
tattoos were offered in the children’s area 
for anyone who wanted one!

The traveling display of the SNPJ Slove-

nian Heritage Center Museum was staffed 
by Heritage Center Committee members 
Ed Robich (31), Patty Candela (576) and 
Tracey Belle (138). Guests spoke of hoping 
to visit Slovenia after seeing all the country 
has to offer. Pictures from Patty’s recent 
trip practically had guests wanting to sign 
up right then!

Many visitors to the open house com-
mented that the Slovenian Embassy’s pro-
gram was top-notch. All left with a greater 
understanding of Slovenia, along with plenty 
of informational brochures and memories of 
tasty food and drink.

embassy open House lets Slovenia shine

Members of the SNPJ Heritage Center Committee proudly represented Slovenia during the 
May 11 EU Embassy Open House held in Washington, D.C.
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SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
Your loyalty with SNPJ is now being rewarded! 

Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
and open your new SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

* No fees attached to either Loyalty Annuity
* Rates not guaranteed after the first year

* 2.0% guaranteed minimum
* IRAs/Roth IRA /non-qualified eligible

4.25% Loyalty 8 Annuity
8-year surrender period

4.25% first-year guarantee rate 
for conversions of existing 

SNPJ annuities
4.0% first-year guarantee rate

for new money
3.25% in years two through eight

3.0% in year nine and after

3.75% Loyalty 5 Annuity
5-year surrender period

3.75% first-year guarantee rate 
for conversions of existing 

SNPJ annuities
3.5% first-year guarantee rate

for new money
3.0% in year two and after
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247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

DENISE HERRON
SNPJ Marketing Department

Sign language proposed 
as an official language
LJUBLJANA (STA) — In mid-April, 
the Slovenian government endorsed 
a proposal to include Slovenian sign 
language as an official language in the 
constitution, launching the procedure of 
enabling the deaf and hearing-impaired 
community to fully exercise their basic 
human rights.

Slovenian Labor Minister Ksenija 
Klampfer welcomed the decision, saying 
that the deaf and hearing impaired con-
sider sign language their native language 
and that its status [as an official language] 
should be recognized. “Commu nication 
and language, as well as the right to their 
use, are essential for social inclusion and 
implementation of basic human rights. 
Without communication, an individual 
cannot fully participate in society,” 
Minister Klamp fer said.

The minister also pointed out that 
the decision carried a symbolic mean-
ing, indicating that the government 
fully respect ed human rights and mi-
nority rights. “Society’s development is 
measured in terms of the rights of the 
disabled,” she added.

Pending approval by the National 
Assembly, sign language will thus be 
recognized in the Slovenian constitution 
as one of the official languages. Simul-
taneous interpretation of government 
statements into sign language is al ready 
a standard practice at press conferences. 

Should the National Assembly adopt 
the proposal, Slovenia will join four EU 
nations – Austria, Hungary, Finland and 
Portugal – which have already approved 
sign language as an official language.

By including sign language in the 
constitution, the government is expected 
to recognize it as the native language of 
the community using it, to formulate and 
implement language policies, to protect 
and develop Slovenian sign language, 
and to recognize the status of the deaf 
and hearing impaired.

The proposal was made by the 
Association of the Deaf and Hearing 
Impaired, which believes that the new 
status of Slovenian sign language will 
provide solutions for educational and 
employment issues within the commu-
nity, such as allowing deaf children to 
learn about their language. The law on 
the use of Slovenian sign language, which 
dates back to 2002, gives children the 
right to have an interpreter to a limited 
extent, but it does not grant sign language 
official status.

Minister Klampfer confirmed that the 
government was considering reforming 
the law, while the Association of the Deaf 
and Hearing Impaired pointed out while 
this is only the start of a long process, the 
endorsement recog nizes sign language as 
being equal to other official languages.

The first book of Slovenian sign lan-
guage grammar is expected this year, 
and the Culture Ministry has already 
earmarked funds for its publication. 
The Association of the Deaf and Hear-
ing Impaired has already compiled a 
dictionary of the language, containing 
around 16,000 entries.

There are some 1,000 deaf and some 
100 deaf-blind people in Slovenia who 
communicate via sign language. Roughly 
450 use cochlear implants, while around 
75,000 people rely on hearing aids.

Companies join campaign 
to promote tap water
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Almost 30 
Slovenian companies joined a campaign 
in mid-April to promote drink ing tap 
water, which is considered healthier 
and greener compared to bottled water. 
The companies pledged to use only tap 
water on their premises and encourage 
their employees to do the same.

The 29 companies joining the cam-
paign, initiated by the Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry’s (GZS) public 
utilities division, received a special 
certificate today. They committed to 
providing only tap water in glass pitchers 
and glasses at their offices and business 
events, and encouraging their employees 
and partners to drink tap water and help 
raise awareness about the quality of the 
drinking water in Slovenia.

The first entities to join the campaign 
were the Environment Ministry and the 
Health Ministry at the beginning of the 
year. “Slovenians are not well informed 
about the quality of [their] drinking wa-
ter, having almost unlimited amounts of 
it. Considering that we have enough clean 
water, we also need to feel responsible 
and protect the country’s water sources,” 
said Sebastijan Zupanc, the director of 
the GZS public utilities division.

Commercialization has led to stores 
selling bottled water, which isn’t as fresh 

as tap water and of lower quality. Bottled 
water is often improperly stored and is 
exposed to heat or sunlight, Zupanc said.

The Slovenske Konjice public utility, 
which donated glass bottles for tap water 
to all of its employees a few years ago, 
was among the recipients of the tap water 
campaign certificate.

Lipica re-examining its 
famed Lipizzan herd
LIPICA (STA) — The Lipica stud 
farm, a major Slovenian tourist attrac-
tion which was reorganized last year, 
has now embarked on an overhaul of its 
herd. According to a plan approved by 
the Slovenian government in March, the 
farm is planning to sell 56 of its world-
famous white Lipizzan horses this year 
and give away another 95.

The sale of the horses – which is al-
most unheard of – at the world’s oldest 
continuously operating stud farm comes 
after Kobilarna Lipica was reincorpo-
rated last year as a holding company 
wholly owned by the govern ment. The 
government act also called for an annual 
plan on the 406 Lipizzan horses owned by 
Slovenia as of the end of 2018. The farm 
was looking after 354 horses when the 
plan was drawn up in December, while 
52 additional horses were being cared 
for through contract rearing. According 
to Klemen Turk, the director of horse 
rearing at the Lipica stud farm, there 
is room for 300 to 350 horses at Lipica.

The horses selected to be sold via 
bidding are between 5 and 20 years old. 
The asking prices range from EUR 200 
($225) to EUR 6,000 ($6,800), which 
would fetch the farm some EUR 120,000 
($136,000) of additional revenue.

In addition, for the first time ever, 
95 Lipizzan horses will be given away, 
36 directly by the farm. Twelve of the 
horses are still young, but are suffering 
from permanent issues and cannot be 
used for training or breed ing.

Speaking about the plan in mid-April, 
Turk, who was part of the three-member 
panel in charge of the selection process, 
said, “These are mostly older and injured 
horses. We will make sure the horses that 
are given away end up in good hands.”

Kingdom of Yugoslavia 
visual art on display
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Paintings, 
sculptures, prints, drawings, photo-
graphs and films created by more than 
130 artists working between 1929 and 
1941 in the Kingdom of Yugoslavia are 
currently on display at the Moderna 
Galerija in Ljubljana. The exhibition is 
open through mid-September.

“On the Brink: The Visual Arts in 
the Kingdom of Yugoslavia (1929-1941)” 
provides an overview of visual arts from 
the start of the reign of King Alexander 
I on Jan. 6, 1929, to the beginning of 
World War II in Yugosla via in April 1941.

Divided into five sections, the displays 
cover five topics through a variety of 
artwork and presentations. The show 
will be accompanied by more than 20 
film screenings.

In the section “exploring intimacy 
and the inner world,” works by major 
Serbian and Slovenian painters are dis-
played. The second section is dedicated 
to landscapes. The third section, focusing 
on contrasts, is the central part of the 
exhibition.

The fourth section is dubbed “People.” 
According to curator Marko Jenko, this 
room is very chaotic, presenting people 
from cities and the countryside, mainly 
through documentary photography, 
which was very popular at the time. The 
final portion of the exhibition covers the 
Kingdom of Yugoslavia as presented at 
the Venice Bien nales in 1938 and 1940.

According to Moderna Galerija 
director Zdenka Badovinac, the his-
torical context of the period is presented 
through excerpts from “The Native’s 
Return,” a 1934 travelogue written by 
Louis Adamič. Adamič, a Slo venian-
American, presented the complex situ-
ation in the kingdom at the time through 
his encounters with a variety of people. 
He was also received by King Alexander 
I just a year prior to the king’s assassina-
tion in Marseilles, France.

According to a spokesman at the 
Museum of Modern Art, Adamič por-
trayed the Kingdom of Yugoslavia as a 
country on the brink: a country of stark 
contrasts caught between old, premodern 

customs and the grip of capi talism, with 
a premonition of its imminent end in a 
broader European and global context.

An ancient Slovenian 
boat brought back to life
Portorož (STA) — A small fish-
ing boat, the type that used to navigate 
Slovenian waters by the hun dreds, was 
launched on the Slovenian coast in late 
April in an effort to revive the region’s 
maritime heritage.

The nine-meter (29.5-foot) vessel is 
the replica of a topo, a wooden, single-
mast boat, the remains of which were 
discovered in 2009. The boat was built 
over several months as part of a Slove-
nian-Croatian maritime heri tage project 
under the supervision of the Maritime 
Museum in Piran.

In past centuries, topos were common 
in the waters of the north Adriatic, their 
design suited for fishing in the lagoons 
and sheltered bays along the coast of 
the Istria Peninsula. Similar boats were 
built in and around Ven ice, Italy, but the 
Istrian version had to be sturdier due to 
the more difficult weather conditions in 
the region.

The topo replica was launched in 
Portorož on April 26 and will be used 
by the local Faculty of Maritime Studies 
for educational purposes. Elen Twrdy, the 
dean of the faculty, said the vessel would 
be a welcome addition to the faculty fleet 
and would “help students fall in love with 
the sea even more.”

Aside from its use as a learning tool, 
the topo also showcases the long history 
of Slovenian boatbuilding. “I think the 
purpose of this vessel is to say that Slo-
venia is a maritime country capable of 
not just buying vessels, but also making 
them,” professor Peter Vidmar said.

Jellyfish a new addition 
to the Piran aquarium
PIRAN (STA) — Visitors to the Piran 
Aquarium will now be able to view jel-
lyfish from the Adriatic Sea, as a new 
pool for jellyfish opened in mid-April. 
The display is part of the Jellyfish Around 
Us project, which was co-funded by the 
European Maritime and Fisheries Fund.

Aquarium director Manja Rogelja 
said the idea was to enhance biodiversity 
at the aquarium and spread awareness of 
Adriatic jellyfish. The aquarium plans 
to present a variety of species, but for 
now features only the common jelly-
fish (Aurelia aurita), the barrel jellyfish 
(Rhizostoma pulmo), and one Aequorea 
jellyfish.

Rogelja explained that since “jellyfish 
are very sensitive,” careful planning was 
required when designing the new tank. 
“The tank had to be completely adjusted 
to [jellyfish], which means it has no sharp 
angles and a spe cially balanced current.” 
As part of the project, a new employee 
was hired to care solely for the jellyfish.

To accompany the launch, an exhibi-
tion of jellyfish photos opened the same 
day. The exhibition will travel throughout 
the Slovenian coastal region, mainly to 
schools, libraries and similar institutions.

The perfect potica? It’s 
always made with love
otočec (STA) — While potica is 
essential to any Easter feast in Slovenia, 
the recipes for this ultimate Slovenian 
cake may vary. Regardless of the recipe, 
however, a recent contest proved that 
the love put into a potica makes this 
dish perfect.

More than 50 poticas were submitted 
for judging during the Slovenian Easter 
Potica Festival held at Otočec Castle on 
April 20, most of them made with the 
traditional walnut filling. However, a 
perfect crown-shaped potica filled with 
dried pears and apple slices took first 
prize in the third annual festival.

The winning potica was made by a 
baker from Podbrezje who divulged her 
secret: “You must make potica with love. 
Doing it by force, it can never be good.”

During the festival, Slovenian Agri-
culture Minister Aleksandra Pivec said 
that the ministry had submit ted an ap-
plication with the European Commission 
to protect the Slovenian potica label. The 
tra ditional specialty label will not restrict 
the production of potica geographically, 
but cakes sold as “Slovenian potica” 
will need to be certified for their recipe 
and shape.
the articles comprising this feature have 
been reprinted with permission from the 
Slovenian Press agency (Sta).

Hate to break it to you, but relationship therapists 
agree that there is no one perfect person, or so-
called soulmate, for you. In fact, there are at least 

20 people who would work for you. According to an article 
I recently read, there are 12 signs that indicate you have 
found one of your perfect partners, which include being 
comfortable together, respecting each other, and adding 
value to each other’s life. The article mentioned that these 
signs show you are in a healthy relationship and that you 
will be able to create a life together. The therapists’ lan-
guage brought to mind a contract of sorts, and for me it 
took the romance right out of this so called perfect-person 
relationship.

But one of the 12 points brought it all home to me. A 
psychologist stated that a sign of true love is wanting your 
partner to be happy, even when it’s an inconvenience for 
you — staying home to nurse the other back to health, 
spending a hot afternoon on the boat because he has 
been dying to get it on the water, or agreeing to sit through 
a chick flick because she doesn’t want to cry alone, for 
example.  Every day we do little things, many without even 
realizing, solely to make our partner happy.

Purchasing life insurance is one of those things that is 
often done totally for your partner’s sake. After all, upon 
your death, the pay out from your life insurance policy will 
more than likely be going to your spouse. You pay the 
premium all those years so that upon your death, your 
spouse will not be faced with a financial burden and they 
will be able to move on with life. That is unquestionably a 
demonstration of true love.

SNPJ has numerous life insurance plans, and we can 
help you determine which one will best suit your needs. 
The initial decision making and purchase of life insurance 
can seem like an inconvenience that you would rather put 
aside for another day, but remember that you are doing 
it for your partner’s happiness. Their life will definitely be 
better for it, and they will know that your love for them 
made it possible.

Call the SNPJ Home Office, your agent or your local 
Lodge secretary to discuss the perfect plan 
to purchase to protect your perfect partner.
• Thought for the Month — “In order to 
be happy oneself, it is necessary to make 
at least one other person happy."

Theodor Reik

Protecting your 
perfect partner
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PROSVETA Crossword
Famous Gangsters (#0619) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. Clown act
6. Down in the dumps
9. Tandoori bread
13. Tropical juice flavor
14. Freud’s concern
15. “Turkish March,” 
 a.k.a. “Turkish ____”
16. Anchor just clear of bottom
17. Lincoln lumber
18. Like Hannibal Lecter’s victims
19. Attend a departure
21. *____ Gun Kelly
23. *Modern evidence, 
 missing from Gangster Era
24. Diplomat’s forte
25. Parishioner’s seat
28. Make a sketch
30. Tugboat’s act
35. Greenish blue
37. *Bootlegging to
 Prohibition Era gangsters
39. Gossipmonger’s information
40. “Rudolph, the Red-Nosed 
 Reindeer” storyteller Ives
41. James Patterson’s 
 “____ Came a Spider”
43. “____ ____ good example”
44. ____ of demands, pl.
46. *Ronnie Kray to Reggie Kray
47. Small paving stone
48. Choose not to do

50. *Butch Cassidy’s home state
52. Site of Summer Olympics
53. Like a billionaire’s pocket
55. Witness
57. *James Colosimo, a.k.a. ___ Jim
61. *Protagonist in movie
 “Black Mass”
64. Inuit skin boat
65. E.T.’s ride
67. Welding’s hazardous output
69. African people
70. Soda-pop container
71. Novelist Wharton
72. Obscenity
73. Word between dogs
74. Tie again

DOWN
1. ___ Khan
2. Common allergens
3. Container weight
4. Like a Harvard building?
5. *Alleged mastermind of
 St. Valentine’s Day massacre
6. Selfie subject
7. “Four score & seven years ___”
8. Truth without proof
9. Biblical captain
10. Opposed to
11. Port in Yemen
12. “____ the wiser”
15. Chancellor, in Europe

20. Ruling in Islamic law
22. Aptitude test
24. Be sick
25. *a.k.a. the King of Cocaine
26. Attach oars to a boat, e.g.
27. Meat in a casing
29. *Popular gun used 
 by Dillinger and others
31. One weak & lacking confidence
32. Independent African ruler
33. *a.k.a. The Teflon Don
34. Muse of love poetry
36. ____phobia, fear of heights
38. Make with needles
42. Grind teeth
45. Puzzle with numbers
49. X
51. Young cow
54. Derive
56. Musician’s exercise
57. Gives a nickname
58. Muslim holy man
59. Hokkaido native
60. Actor LeBlanc
61. Refuses to
62. Do like exhaust pipe
63. Himalayan cryptid
66. U.S. aviation authority
68. Female pronoun

The solution to puzzle #0619 will 
run in the July 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media

S N P J   F r a t e r n a l

Members celebrating 50, 60, 70 and 80 years with the Slovene National Benefit Society
by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President

Of the 2,000 life insurance companies and fraternal 
benefit societies operating in the U.S., less than 100 
have been in existence as long as the SNPJ. As a 

not-for-profit fraternal benefit society, we have success-
fully provided life insurance to our members since 1904, 
along with a full package of social, athletic and cultural 
programs, scholarships, community service projects, and 
much more. SNPJ also offers annuities that can be used 
for IRAs and Roth IRAs.

Our more than 110 years of longevity and success have 
been made possible by the loyalty and dedication of our 
members. The SNPJ’s engine may have been built and 
its direction set by  its founders and subsequent leaders, 
but its path has been traveled, cleared and paved by our 
dedicated members.

As a way to show respect and appreciation to our 
longtime and loyal members, we recognize membership 

milestones with a custom gift. The years of membership are 
counted in terms of adult membership years, not including 
youth enrollment years. These milestones of recognition 
include 50, 60, 70 and 80 years of adult membership.

We ask our Fraternal Honorees, once they have received 
their awards from the Society, to submit a short report 
on their past and present lifestyle, including their Lodge 
affiliation, hobbies and any other information that might 
be of interest to our readers.

In acknowledging these dedicated members, it is our 
privilege to show respect for these honorees by offering our 
thanks and appreciation for the loyalty they have shown 
the SNPJ for so many years. In this small way, through 
our offical SNPJ publication, we can etch their names 
even deeper into the archives of the Slovene National 
Benefit Society.

On behalf of the entire membership, we extend our 
congratulations to those members reaching these anni-
versary milestones. 

Sis. PAULETTE STRANG
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. MARY PERTzOG
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. JENNIE JACKSON
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Bro. ROBERT VOLKER
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. JENNIE JACKSON (476)

Sis. MARY PERTZOG (41) Bro. DAVID MEHALL (274)

Sis. PAULETTE STRANG (721) Bro. ROBERT VOLKER (603)

• Chicago Lodge 559 and the SNPJ 
honored Sis. SYLVIA HOSEK for 
attaining 60 years of membership. 
She writes:

“I recently received a pen from 
the Society in recognition of my 
60th membership anniversary. It’s 
funny how many memories this 
small gift brought to mind.

“The SNPJ has been a very 
important part of my life since child-
hood. My parents were Joseph and 
Elsie Culkar, and my first memories 
are from Johnstown, Pa. I loved liv-
ing there, but my dad was called to 
Chicago. It was a big change and 
a lot of hard work for all of us, but 
it led to big opportunities.

“We saw the campsite grow from 
a dream to a hole in the ground 
to the SNPJ Recreation Center 
of today. My dad was able to see 
the multipurpose building named 
after him, an honor he loved more 
than the many others he received 
throughout his life.

“My sons learned to sing Slo-
venian songs and participated 
in Lodge 559 and Youth Circle 
26 activities. We made so many 
memories and so many wonderful 
friends along the way. How can 
all of this be contained in such a 
small gift?”

Sis. SYLVIA HOSEK
Chicago Lodge 559

Stickney, IL

• Eighty-year SNPJ member Sis. 
MARY PERTzOG was honored by 
Irwin, Pa., Lodge 41 and the Society 
for her years of membership.

Mary Laverich Sturm Pertzog 
celebrated her 98th birthday on 
Feb. 14. She is doing well and lives 
on her own. She stays fairly active 
by going out to eat and attending 
“Super Seniors” at a local church.

Sis. Pertzog is the proud mother 
of four, two girls and twin boys who 
check on her daily. She is an avid 
reader and loves word find puzzles.

In addition to her 80-year 
membership with SNPJ, Mary is a 
longtime member of St. Barbara 

Church. She is proud of her Slo-
venian heritage, and some of her 
best memories are of Slovenian 
picnics and polka music.

Sis. Pertzog thanks SNPJ for the 
beautiful afghan sent in recognition 
of her 80 years of membership. She 
plans to put it to good use on cold 
Pennsylvania nights.

Sis. MARY PERTzOG
Irwin, Pa., Lodge 41

Harrison City, PA

• Sixty-year SNPJ member Sis. 
PAULETTE STRANG was hon-
ored by Aliquippa, Pa., Lodge 721 
and the Society for her years of 
membership. Sis. Strang writes:

“My sincere thanks and appre-
ciation for the 60-year membership 
pen from the Slovene National 
Benefit Society. As a young girl I 
fondly remember my involvement 
in SNPJ Lodge 721, going to the 
Slovenian Hall in West Aliquippa, 
Pa., with my parents, Paul and 
Mildred Yaklich, and participating 
in many activities held for children.

“After graduating from Hopewell 
High School and Youngstown 
University, I married my husband, 
Jim, and moved to Massachusetts 
where our sons, Eric and Christo-
pher, were born. Today we are also 
blessed with two daughters-in-law, 
Kerry and Marie, and six beautiful 
grandchildren, Emily, McKenna, 
Christian, Braeden, Annika and 
Genevieve. Enjoying time with 
them is always special.

“I continue to be very involved in 
researching my Slovenian heritage. 
My husband and I have traveled 
to Slovenia five times, and we are 
returning this month. Not only have 
we enjoyed the beautiful country-
side and friendly people of Slove-
nia, but we have found the birth 
homes of two of my grandparents.

“I still cook many Slovenian 
dishes that were taught to me by 
my parents. Potica, homemade 

Slovenian smoked sausage and 
Žganci are all favorites of our family, 
especially at Easter and Christmas.

“Besides traveling and spend-
ing time with family, I also enjoy 
gardening and antiquing. Thank 
you again for the 60-year honor.”

Sis. PAULETTE STRANG
Aliquippa, Pa., Lodge 721

Chatham, MA

• The Slovene National Benefit 
Society and Dunlo, Pa., Lodge 274 
recognized Bro. DAVID MEHALL 
for his 60 years of membership. 
He writes:

“Thank you, SNPJ, for the beau-
tiful letter and pen. I was totally 
surprised to receive this gift in 
honor of my 60th membership an-
niversary. My aunt, Rose Kunstek, 
served as secretary of SNPJ Lodge 
274, and she was a great promoter 
of our heritage.

“I have the best of two worlds, 
living in Ohio during the summer 
and in Florida during the winter. 
I’m blessed with two wonderful 
daughters, a wife of 53 years and 
four grandchildren, all of whom I’ve 
had the great pride and pleasure to 
see graduate from college. My wife 
and I continue to keep the polka 
music going, and just returned from 
a polka cruise. When we’re in Ohio, 
we often attend the polka dances 
at the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland.

“Once again, thank you for hon-
oring me with this letter and pen. I 
am so proud, and Aunt Rose would 
have been as well.”

Bro. DAVID MEHALL
Dunlo, Pa., Lodge 274

Andover, OH

• Bro. ROBERT VOLKER of 
Samsula, Fla., Lodge 603, was 
honored by the Society for his 70 
years of SNPJ membership. Bro. 
Volker writes:

“I recently received my beautiful 
SNPJ 70-year member blanket.  
Thank you so very much.

“I was born in Newfield, Pa., on 
March 5, 1931. I attended David-
son Grade School and graduated 
from Penn High School in 1949. I  
enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1952.  
After the Army, I worked for the 
National Security Agency in Fort 
Meade, Md.

“I met my future wife, Jean, in 
1952. We dated for three years and, 
upon my release from the Army, we 
married on June 4, 1955, in Brad-
dock, Pa. We had five children, two 
girls and three boys, one of whom 
is deceased.

“We were fortunate to be able to 
travel to Germany from 1966-1969. 
After the children were on their own, 
we made our way back to Augsburg, 
Germany, from 1985-1988. Upon 
our return to the U.S., we settled in 
Maryland. After I retired, we moved 
to Port Orange, Fla. We live just 
two miles from the ocean and we 
love it here.

“Thanks again for my beautiful 
blanket.”

Bro. ROBERT VOLKER
Samsula, Fla., Lodge 603

Port Orange, FL

• Salem, Ohio, Lodge 476 and 
the SNPJ honored Sis. JENNIE 
JACKSON for attaining 70 years 
of membership. She writes:

“I wish to thank the Society for 
the lovely blanket for my 70th an-
niversary with SNPJ.

“My parents were both born in 
Slovenia. My father immigrated to 
the United States and worked in 
the coal mines. He later went back 

to Slovenia, married my mother 
and brought her back to the U.S. 
Together they had four children.

“I grew up in Salem with my two 
brothers and one sister on a small 
farm. We all graduated from Salem 
High School. 

“I married my husband, Richard 
Jackson, at St. Pauls Catholic 
Church in Salem. We raised and 
educated our four children, one 
son and three daughters. I now 
have seven grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren.

“Sadly, my husband passed 
away unexpectedly from a  heart 
attack in 1985. I went to work 
at Lingenfelter-Brill as a fashion 
consultant. I retired after 30 years.

“I’m enjoying retirement. I love 
to read and go to lunch and the 
casino with my former co-workers 
and the dancing buddies I met at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center.”

Sis. JENNIE JACKSON
Salem, Ohio, Lodge 476

Salem, OH
Sis. MARY PERTzOG

CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN
Sis. PAULETTE STRANG
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Bro. ROBERT VOLKER
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. JENNIE JACKSON
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN
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SNPJ Recreation Center
2019 Fraternal Events
Schedule
June 14-16 SNPJ Young Adult Conference
June 22 SNPJ Heritage Center Family Fun Day
July 12-14 SLOVENEFEST 2019
July 26-28 Youth Roundup Weekend
July 28-Aug. 3 SNPJ Family Week
Aug. 18-24 SNPJ Senior Week
Aug. 30-Sept. 1 National SNPJ Days
Sept. 21 Recreation Center Wine & Sausage Fest

by KEVIN RICHARDS
Lodge 106

IMPERIAL, Pa. —  Greet-
ings from SNPJ Lodge 106! 
Stop into our clubroom on 
the first Tuesday of each 
month to see bartender Shari 
and enjoy an evening of free 
jukebox. We’re also continu-
ing bar bingo on the first and 
third Thursdays of the month. 
Special early bird games start 
at 6:30 p.m.; the first regular 
games start at 7. Our kitchen 
is open during bar bingo.

Plan now to enter the Lodge 
106 bean bag toss tournament 
on Saturday, June 1. The entry 
fee is only $5 per person and 

play starts at 1 p.m.
Help us celebrate Bob 

Turcola’s lifetime of dedica-
tion to Slovenian music on 
Sunday, June 2, from noon 
until 6 p.m. This 80th birthday 
celebration will feature the 
music of Turcola-Kravos, the 
Valencic brothers, KTB (Kim 
Skovenski, Terry Skovenski 
and Brian O’Boyle) and many 
more. Admission is $10 at the 
door; a cash bar and our kitchen 
will be open. 

We are giving away a set 
of PING golf clubs to benefit 
the 2019 Lodge 106 Memorial 
Golf Tournament. This set, 
valued at over $1,800, includes 

custom-fitted PING G400 golf 
clubs complete with a driver, 
3-wood, hybrid, irons (4-PW), 
and bag. The winning number 
will be based on the July 4 
Pennsylvania Lottery evening 
number. Tickets are $5 each 
and can be purchased during 
regular business hours in the 
Lodge 106 clubroom, or from 
Club Board or tournament 
committee members.

Speaking of the Lodge 106 
Memorial Golf Tournament, 
the outing will be played Sun-
day, Aug. 25, at Black Hawk 
Golf Course in Beaver Falls, 
Pa. The entry fee is $60 per 
golfer and includes greens fee, 

door prizes and a picnic dinner 
in the Lodge 106 clubroom. 
Entry forms are available in 
the clubroom during regular 
business hours. This will be a 
scramble tournament; you will 
play with your own foursome 
and competition teams will be 
selected by random draw.

Keep track of all the activi-
ties going on at Lodge 106 by 
following SNPJ Lodge 106 
and Imperial Room at SNPJ 
on Facebook, or visiting our 
website, www.snpjimperialpa.
com. The complete Lodge 106 
car cruise schedule, as well as 
the bean bag toss tournament 
schedule, can be found there.

Get your ticket for Lodge 106 golf giveaway

2019 Miss SNPJ Pageant
Official Entry Form

Entrants must be between the ages of 18-28 by July 12, 2019,
and an SNPJ member in good standing for at least three months.

NAME _________________________________________

ADDRESS ______________________________________

_______________________________________________

CITY/STATE/ZIP _________________________________

PHONE  (         ) __________________________________

E-MAIL _________________________________________

BIRTH DATE ____________________________________

POLICY NUMBER ________________ LODGE ________

PARENTS’ NAMES _______________________________

GRANDPARENTS’ NAMES ________________________

_______________________________________________

HOBBIES_______________________________________

I will compete in the Miss SNPJ talent competition

 YES NO

Type of talent _______________________________

(NOTE: Talent is not necessarily proficiency on a musical instrument
or singing ability. Creativity is encouraged. Everybody has a talent.)

On a separate sheet of paper and in your own words, please 
describe any school honors you have received, and any organ-
izations, clubs and activities you were involved with. Be sure to 
include specific SNPJ Youth Circle, Lodge or Federation activities.

Mail completed application,
along with a clear, color photo, to:

Slovene National Benefit Society
Att’n: Fraternal Director

247 West Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA  15126-9774

Application Deadline: June 12, 2019

SNPJ Membership Anniversaries 
June 2019

 Lodge Member
  A01 William H. Theil
 5 Thomas E. Slagle
 5 Judith A. Wright
 6 Leonard Fornella
 6 Fred R. Hayes
 6 Shirley A. Ramous
 34 Carolyn S. Simms
 34 Joseph P. Caito
 41 James L. Mahoy
 87 Mary L. Serro
 106 Robert H. Blosnick
 106 Sandra M. Gastgeb
 107 Sally M. Serbus
 107 Thomas L. Vertovsek
 107 Mary A. Becker
	 138	 Janet	M.	Zeffiro
 138 William Tomsic
 138  Nancy Sedmak-Weiss
 138  Kathaleen McClellan
 138 Thomas M. Pitek
 207 Joseph L. Jany
 218 James E. Tomsic

 Lodge Member
 218 Karl R. Valencich
 254 Jean M. Smolich
 254 Anthony Utnik
 257 Rose A. Guzauskas
 265 John J. Piazza
 304  Frank J. Pirman
 304 Carol A. Fasulo
 321 Frank E. Savor
 459 John F. Loncarevic
 562 Kim L. Marbais
 576 Jacqueline M. Molnar
 576 Jeanette Zimmerman
 584 Mary F. Troha
 603 Raymond A. Wright
 614 Joseph M.Juby
 643 Esther C. Bogatay
 643  Terry L. Umeck
 715 Regina N. Schrello
	 723	 Danny	W.	Shiflar
 729 Timothy A. Petrich
 749 Frank L. Glovach
 771 Jean A. Magnone

50-Year Members

 Lodge Member
 2 Judith L. Michaels
 6 Carol A. Kramzer
 31 Ruth A. Pettey
 87 David Marovich
 87 Jeanne Spoonhoward
 107 Patricia A. Miller
 142 Janice M. Brahier
 371 Joan M. Webb
 564 Shirley A. Menzies
 581 Beverley Elchuk

 Lodge Member
 584 Betty J. Klinka
 584 Giles L. Klinka
 584 Iris D. Kne
 665 William J. Fabec
 715 Lorraine C. Ivanusic
 715 Lewis R. Sylvester
 719 Rita M. Kushner
 776 Marian McMillin
 776 Marilyn L. White
 786 Gerald T. Ceryance 

60-Year Members

 Lodge Member
  158 Alfred R. Skoda
 158 John W. Fabjancic

 Lodge Member 
 218 Annie Krasovec
 715 Edward J. Sporcic

70-Year Members

80-Year Members
 Lodge Member
 117  Evelyn Benzio

 Lodge Member
 782 Pauline Kraynik

by DANIELLA VOLPE
Lodge 158

EUCLID, Ohio — Hello, all! We here at 
Lodge 158 hope you are enjoying the sunny 
days we’ve had, even if they are few and 
far between. The Loyalites have managed 
to stay busy whether there’s rain or shine.

One of our young adult members, David 
Srnovrsnik (Srnick), was recently accepted 
into the Cleveland Institute of Art for their 
fall semester. He is interested in illustra-
tion and character design. Congratulations, 
David! We wish you the best.

Happy birthday wishes to Lodge 
President Don Srnick, who will celebrate 
on June 20. Don’t worry, Don; we won’t 
tell anyone how old you really are! Also, 
healthy and speedy recovery wishes to 
Colleen O’Malley Kuhn, who had knee 
surgery at the beginning of May. Before 
you know it, she’ll be back to dancing 
the polka and partying with the rest of us.

Speaking of parties, we’re planning a 
lot of events in the coming year! We want 
to make sure you know what days to mark 
on your calendar, and what better way to 
do that than online where you can easily 
access all of our Loyalites Lodge 158 news 
year-round. Our very own Miss SNPJ 2019 
Liz Smrdel is going to be revamping our 
website and will keep it updated, so be on 
the lookout for the web address in our next 
article. You’ll be able to bookmark it for 

easy access in your favorite web browser.
Our next event is our annual picnic 

at the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, Ohio, on 
Sunday, June 23. If you’ve read any of 
our past articles, you’ve heard me honking 
like a goose about a guy name Dr. Seuss. 
I’m sure you are all saying “Please, stop! 
We’ve all read ‘Hop on Pop.’ We’ve heard 
enough of your rhymes; we’ve heard them 
a thousand times!” But I’m just trying let 
you know, where you should go, when 
you’re looking to have some family fun, 
and soak up the sun! 

Seriously, though, we’d really like 
to see many of your smiling faces there. 
We’ll have live music by the Don Wojtila 
Orchestra, as well as a Seuss-themed menu 
packed with all of your summer favorites. 
There will also be a Chinese auction. We’re 
still looking for donations, so if you have 
anything you’d like to donate to put in a 
basket, please contact Gary Smrdel at (440) 
655-7592. If you’d like to donate an entire 
basket, please let Gary know the contents 
so he can make a placard. Be sure to bring 
your basket with you the morning of the 
picnic or drop it off with Gary.

We want everything: your fox in socks, 
your sneetches on the beaches, and even 
your green eggs and ham, especially if you 
won’t eat them, Sam I am. But what do 
we want the most, you ask? Your books! 
We have decided that, coinciding with our 

theme this year, we want to give back, so 
we are collecting children’s books that will 
be donated to the Kids Book Bank here in 
Cleveland. It is a wonderful organization 
that is geared towards getting books into 
the hands of less fortunate children who 
may not always have access to them. Read-
ing is a key part of a good education, and 
if children have nothing to read, then they 
have no way to build their skill.

The Kids Book Bank is looking for 
books for toddlers; elementary-age chil-
dren, including “starter” chapter books 
(fourth grade level); and books for parents 
to read to or with their children at night. 
We’ll have a box at the picnic to collect 
these books. If you’re unable to make it 
but would still like to donate, you may 
contact Gary at (440) 655-7592 or me at 
(440) 289-3271 and we can arrange a time 
to get them from you. Dr. Seuss wanted to 
create books that would make children fall 
in love with reading, so we figured what 
better way to celebrate his 115th birthday 
than to get books into the hands of kids so 
they can do just that. We hope to see you 
there, and we hope you can donate to this 
wonderful cause.

Our next meeting will be held Thurs-
day, June 13, at Recher Hall at 7 p.m. As 
always, we send our thoughts and prayers 
to our ailing members and their families 
during this time.

Lodge 158 Loyalites giving the gift of reading

Report of the Secretary for the period Oct. 1 through Dec. 31, 2018
Purchases:
Trade Date Security Description Coupon Yield Par Value Cost Maturity Date Rating
10/11/2018 Ochsner Clinic Foundation  5.90   4.72   400,000   470,116  05/15/2045 A-
10/15/2018 Conagra Brands Inc  5.30   5.33   260,000   258,916  11/01/2038 BBB
10/16/2018 Conagra Brands Inc  5.30   5.35   265,000   263,421  11/01/2038 BBB
11/01/2018 ONE Gas Inc  4.50   4.57   625,000   618,200  11/01/2048 A-
11/14/2018 DowDuPont Inc  5.32   5.32   625,000   625,000  11/15/2038 A-

Sales or Full Calls:
Disposal Date Security Description Coupon Yield Par Value Consideration Maturity Date Gain/Loss
10/01/2018 American Honda Finance  7.63   7.63   500,000   500,000  10/01/2018 0
10/01/2018 Caterpillar Fin Serv Crp  7.05   7.10   500,000   500,000  10/01/2018 0
10/19/2018 Nat’l Retail Properties  5.50   5.69   465,000   493,272  07/15/2021 $30,461
11/01/2018 Associates Corp No. America  6.95   6.65   710,000   710,000  11/01/2018 0

ROBERT J. LAWRENCE
Secretary, Finance Committee

The meeting was called to order at 1:45 p.m. by 
Chairman Clifford with Brothers Anderson and 
Hervol joining by teleconference, and Brothers 
Evanish and Lawrence in attendance.
A motion was made by Bro. Hervol, seconded 
by Bro. Anderson, to approve the minutes of 
the Nov. 1, 2018, meeting. Motion approved.
A motion was made by Bro. Anderson, 
seconded by Bro. Hervol, to approve the sec-
retary’s (National Treasurer’s) report of bond 
purchases and disposals for the fourth quarter 
2018. Motion approved.
During a conference call meeting held Jan. 8, 
2019, for the purpose of electing the Finance 
Committee chairman, the committee elected 
Bro. Roger Clifford on a motion by Bro. Hervol, 
seconded by Bro. Anderson.
Reviewed the portfolio and transactions for 
the period.
Joined by phone conference at 2 p.m. with 

Wellington Management Co. representatives 
Courtney Madden, Liz Kleinerman and Abigail 
Clare.
Discussion and questions on capital markets 
review by Liz Kleinerman.
The committee reviewed portfolio performance, 
outlook and strategy, and compliance issues.
The committee thanked the Wellington repre-
sentatives for the presentation and ended the 
phone conference at 2:40 p.m.
Discussion on the report of the Finance Com-
mittee to the National Board. Motion by Bro. 
Hervol, seconded by Bro. Evanish, to approve 
the report. Motion approved.
Discussion on the Finance Committee Rules 
of Procedure. Moved to amend Paragraph C, 
“Officers	and	Sub-Committee”	as	follows:	strike	
“...who	are	elected	by	the	Convention...”	from	
the	 first	 sentence	 of	 the	 paragraph.	Motion	
by Bro. Hervol, seconded by Bro. Anderson. 

Motion approved.
Reviewed the Statement of Investment Policy 
and Fixed Income Portfolio Guidelines. Moved 
to present the policy and guidelines to the 
National Board with no amendments. Motion 
by Bro. Evanish, seconded by Bro. Anderson. 
Motion approved.
Reviewed and discussed a request for a loan 
from Lodge 138, Strabane, Pa., to repair the 
Lodge home roof. Motion by Bro. Anderson, 
seconded by Bro. Evanish, to offer a $55,000 
loan at 2.75 percent for 15 years. Motion 
approved.
The next meeting will be held Thursday, April 
25, 2019, at 2:30 p.m.
Motion to adjourn at 3 p.m. by Bro. Hervol, 
seconded by Bro. Anderson. Motion approved.

Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting
held Feb. 13, 2019, at the SNPJ Home Office, Imperial, Pa.

ROGER C. CLIFFORD
Chairman

ROBERT J. LAWRENCE
Secretary

by SHARON UJCICH (665) 
Federation Secretary

PITTSBURGH — Grab your sunglasses 
and sunscreen, and sport those sandals — 
the unofficial start of the summer season 
has arrived! Enjoy each opportunity in the 
next few months to take in summer’s fun 
at the many events and activities planned.

The Slovene Federation of SNPJ 
Lodges of Western Pennsylvania met for 
their second quarterly meeting in April.  
Thanks to the Lodges who sent their rep-
resentatives, and an extra hvala to SNPJ 
Lodge 138 of Strabane, Pa., for hosting us 
at their Lodge home.  

During the April meeting, the officers 
and delegates supported the affiliated 
Lodges and Youth Circles of the Federa-
tion by matching the $10 youth Christmas 
gift given by the SNPJ Home Office. The 
delegation also supported the upcoming 
Young Adult Conference service project 
with a monetary gift. How proud we are 
of our young adults for their commitment 
to the community and less fortunate!

On Saturday, Oct. 5, the Federation 
will host a Meet & Greet Luncheon in 
the Imperial Room at SNPJ Lodge 106 in 
Imperial, Pa. Affiliated Lodge officers can 
expect an invitation to attend. This event 

will give Lodge officers an opportunity to 
meet the Federation officers and become 
familiar with the mission of the Federation.  
It’ll also be a great networking opportunity, 
and we’re hoping for a nice turnout.

Looking into 2020, our yearly fund-
raiser will take place on Saturday, April 
25, in the Imperial Room. We’re switching 
it up with a nice early afternoon event. 
More details to come, but mark your 
social calendar!

Our next meeting will be in August. 
Stay tuned for the meeting date and place.

Until we meet again in the pages of 
PRoSveta, enjoy the summer season!

W. Pa. Fed hoping to connect with Lodges
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SNPJ fraternal sympathies

Sis. Helen Chermely
• Lodge 153 •

YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio — 
The Chermely family and 
members of Lodge 153 sadly 
announce the Feb. 22, 2019, 
passing of Sis. Helen “Sally” 
Chermely, 88, at her home.

Sis. Chermely was born 
Oct. 23, 1930, in Youngstown, 
a daughter of the late Stephen 
and Maria Dovica Kovach. She 
graduated from Chaney High 
School in 1948 and worked 
for Land Title, Ohio Title and 
Commonwealth Land Title.

Helen was a lifelong mem-
ber of St. John Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in Youngstown, 
where she married Stanley P. 
Chermely on June 25, 1960. 
She was a member of SNPJ 
Lodge 153 and served as a 
Federation delegate.

Sis. Chermely enjoyed sit-
ting outdoors and cutting her 
lawn. She loved children and 
animals, and enjoyed reading, 
crossword puzzles, sudoku and 
spider solitaire.

Helen leaves her husband of 
58 years, Stanley; her daughter 
and son-in-law, Atty. Diane L. 
Chermely Tanner and Joseph 
Tanner of Salem, Ohio; a sister, 
Pauline Farmer of Boardman, 
Ohio; six nieces and nephews; 
and four great-nieces and great-
nephews.

She was preceded in death 
by two brothers, Steve Kovac 
and John Kovach; and four 
sisters, Mary Dezort, Susan 
Marvich, Mildred Kovach and 
Margaret “Julia” Hruska.

Services for Sis. Chermely 
were celebrated Feb. 26 at St. 
John Lutheran Evangelical 
Church, Youngstown. Inter-
ment followed at Tod Home-
stead Cemetery, Youngstown.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 153 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Chermely’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

Bro. Michael J. Crotty
• Lodge 559 •

CHICAGO — The Crotty 
family and members of Lodge 
559 sadly announce the Feb. 
24, 2019, passing of Bro. Mi-
chael James Crotty Sr., 44, of 
Joliet, Ill.

Bro. Crotty had a heart of 
gold. He was always willing 
to help anyone and would give 
you the shirt off his back. The 
most important thing to him 
was his family. He enjoyed 
spending time working on his 
Novas and helping his kids in 
anyway possible.

Michael was always the life 
of the party and knew exactly 
how to make someone laugh. 
He was the greatest man and 
was known by so many.

Another joy of Michael’s 
were his dogs, Rocky, Daisy, 
Diamond, Tank and Princess, 
as well as his cats, Nitro and 
Cookie. He was a selfless giv-
ing man who found great joy in 
donating to Wags 2 Wishes and 
countless other organizations. 
He was also was the founder 
of All Trade Construction Inc.

Bro. Crotty was a young 
and handsome person with a 
beautiful soul. The world lost 
an angel on earth. He will for-
ever be missed, never forgotten 
and always loved.

Michael is survived by 
his beloved wife of 20 years, 
Denise Crotty. He was the 
number one father to Chelsy 
(fiancé Kyle LaGasse), Catrina, 
Michael Jr., Frank and Samuel 
Crotty; proud papa bear of Ry-
lynd and Bentlee LaGasse; lov-
ing son of Lois Crotty (Doug) 
Lucas); cherished brother of 
Christina (Tod) Daum, Rachel 
(Mark) Bialko and best friend 

Raymond Jr. (Terri) Crotty; 
grandson of Frank Crotty, 
Helen Sternisha Crotty, Jus-
tine Andrews Garbas and Leo 
Andrews; the greatest uncle to 
Raymond Charles III (children 
Raymond IV and Roxanne), 
Taylor Daum, Dylan Crotty, 
Alyssa Daum, Trevor Daum 
and Michael Bialko; and a true, 
devoted friend of many.

He was preceded in death by 
his father, Raymond Crotty Sr.; 
his grandparents; and numer-
ous friends.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Bro. Crotty 
on March 1 at St. Joseph Catho-
lic Church, Joliet. Cremation 
rites were accorded following 
Mass.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 559 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Crotty’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. Joseph A. Yamber
• Lodge 89 •

MIDWAY, Pa. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 89 sadly report 
the March 13, 2019, passing of 
Bro. Joseph “Smokey” Yam-
ber, 60, of Avella, Pa., after a 
brief illness.

Bro. Yamber was born Jan. 
30, 1959, in Washington, Pa., a 
son of the late John and Mildred 
Laurich Yamber. He was a 
1976 graduate of Fort Cherry 
High School and received his 
bachelor’s degree in political 
science from California Uni-
versity (Pa.) in 1980.

He was employed as a 
building supervisor for the 
Redevelopment Authority of 
Washington County from 1994 
to 2013. He was also employed 
at The Meadows Racetrack as 
a call-a-bet teller for 18 years.

A 42-year SNPJ member, he 
was also a member of Indian 
Springs Rod & Gun Club and 
St. Michael Roman Catholic 
Church.

Smokey loved to cook for 
his family, spend time with his 
dog, Rambo, and visit his cabin 
in Mayburg, Pa. He enjoyed 
fishing, hunting and read-
ing, and watching Pittsburgh 
sports, the History Channel 
and the news.

On May 6, 1989, he mar-
ried the former Janelle Marie 
Pollack, who survives. Also 
surviving are a daughter, 
Joelle (Ronnie) Cooper, and 
a son, Joe Yamber, both of 
Burgettstown, Pa.; a sister, 
Sandra Ulrich of Bulger, Pa.; 
a brother, John (Carol) Yamber 
of Burgettstown; two sisters-in-
law, Jackie (Jack) Miller and 
Janet (Jerry) McClain; several 
nieces and nephews; and many 
cousins, great-nieces and great-
nephews.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Bro. Yamber 
on March 18 at St. Michael Ro-
man Catholic Church, Avella, 
officiated by the Rev. Harry 
Bielewicz. Burial followed in 
Grandview Cemetery, Bur-
gettstown.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 89 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Yamber’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. Stephen L. Luzar
• Lodge 643 •

GIRARD, Ohio — The Lu-
zar family and members of 
Lodge 643 sadly announce 
the March 15, 2019, passing of 
Bro. Stephen L. Luzar, 85, at 
Trumbull Memo rial Hospital 
in Warren, Ohio, following 
a long and courageous battle 
with pulmonary fibrosis.

Bro. Luzar was born July 16, 
1933, in Girard, a son of the late 
Frank and Mary Bisada Luzar. 
He lived in the Girard area for 
most of his life.

He was a 1953 graduate 
of Gir ard High School and 
enlisted in the U.S. Army after 
graduation, serving as a me-
chanic in Green land during the 
Korean War. After his service 
in the military, he worked at 
Brainard Rivet Com pany for 
many years, retiring in 1993.

Steve was a member of 
Harvest Point Church of God 
in Lordstown, Ohio, and a 34-

year members of SNPJ Lodge 
643 in Girard. He greatly 
enjoyed visiting the SNPJ Rec-
reation Center in Enon Valley, 
Pa., on the weekends.

Bro. Luzar was a man of 
many tal ents. He was a mas-
ter woodwork er and started 
making furniture while in 
high school. Many mem bers 
of his family have beautiful 
hand-crafted pieces in their 
homes that will be cherished 
for many years.

He was also an excellent 
bowler and golfer, but his great-
est talent was play ing the button 
box accordion, a skill that was 
self-taught. Throughout his 
lifetime, Steve taught many 
friends and family members 
how to play the button box. His 
idol was Slak, whom he had the 
opportunity to meet years ago.

Steve enjoyed traveling as 
well. His favorite trip was to 
Yugoslavia on a concert tour 
in 1982, where he had the op-
portunity to perform for the 
Slovenian people.

Bro. Luzar truly enjoyed his 
family and friends, especially 
his grandchildren whom he 
loved dearly. He will be truly 
and sadly missed by all who 
knew and loved him.

Left to cherish his memory 
are his wife of 35 years, Viv ian 
Clower Carroll Luzar, whom 
he married on July 9, 1983; 
his daughter, Lori Bolen of 
Niles, Ohio; his son, Ste phen 
R. (Toni) Luzar of Largo, 
Fla.; a stepdaughter, Susan 
DeMalio of Cadiz, Ohio; a 
stepson, Christopher Car roll 
of Monongahela, Pa.; seven 
grandchildren, Amy Johnson, 
Ca dy Bolen, Sarah DeMalio, 
Lindsay DeMalio, Nicholas 
Luzar, Joshua Carroll and 
Emily Carroll; two great-
grandchildren, Nora John son 
and Colton Kaiser, with a third 
great-grandchild due to arrive 
in August; a brother, William 
(Mary Lou) Luzar of Niles; a 
sister, Elea nor Jonson of West 
Bloomfield, Mich.; several 
nieces and neph ews; and sev-
eral extended family members.

A sister, Mary Fredericks, 
and a stepson, John Carroll, 
preceded him in death.

Funeral services for Bro. 
Luzar were held March 19 at 
Kinnick Funeral Home, Gi-
rard. Interment with military 
honors followed in Girard 
Union Ceme tery.

The family suggests me-
morial contributions be made 
to the Harvest Point Church 
Build ing Fund or to the Angels 
for Animals organization in 
Steve’s name.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 643 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Luzar’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. Joe W. King
• Lodge 225 •

GIRARD, Kan. — The King 
family and members of Lodge 
225 sadly report the March 27, 
2019, passing of Bro. Joe W. 
King, 94, of Houston, Texas. He 
was a 76-year SNPJ member.

Known as “Uncle Joe” to 
many, Bro. King served proud-
ly, honorably and heroically as 
an Army Combat Medic during 
World War II in the European 
Theater of Operations.

Throughout his life, Uncle 
Joe was admired and loved 
by all who knew him for his 
intellect, warmth and sense of 
humor, and for the kindness in 
his heart.

Until the very end, Bro. 
King enjoyed keeping up 
with local and world news, 
and was always ready to share 
the stories of his life, whether 
they reflected on his youth in 
Cleveland, Texas; his marvel-
ous travels with Karyl Ellen; or 
his adventures during the war. 
He was a man who brightened 
the lives of everyone who came 
in contact with him, and he will 
be deeply missed.

He was preceded in death 
by the love of his life, Karyl 
Ellen Mack. He is survived by 
his devoted and loving stepson, 
W.K. “Speedy” Gonzalez, 
and his devoted and loving 
niece, Tanya Jo Christopher 
Greenwood.

Funeral services for Bro. 

King were celebrated April 
3 at Forest Park Lawndale 
Funeral Home. Interment fol-
lowed in Forest Park Lawndale 
Cemetery.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 225 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
King’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Helen J. Kocian
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the April 18, 2019, 
passing of Sis. Helen J. Ko-
cian, 92, of Houston, Pa., 
in UPMC-Mercy Hospital, 
Pittsburgh. She was a 74-year 
SNPJ member.

Sis. Kocian was born Aug. 
1, 1926, in Canonsburg, Pa., 
the daughter of Frank and 
Josephine Gruden Ferlich, 
who preceded her in death. 
On May 15, 1948, she married 
her beloved husband, Robert 
J. Kocian, who passed away 
Sept. 6, 2012.

Helen’s family was the 
center of her life. She was 
the ultimate homemaker and 
caretaker for her family, and 
was especially devoted to her 
husband during his lifetime. 

She enjoyed being outdoors 
in her vegetable garden, often 
sharing her bounty with friends 
and family. She was also a 
fabulous cook, nurturing and 
demonstrating love to her fam-
ily by making them delicious 
meals.

Sis. Kocian was the last 
of her immediate family. Her 
family and friends will deeply 
miss and fondly cherish their 
memories of her.

Surviving are her devoted 
daughters, Linda Kocian of 
Houston, who resided with 
her, and Carey Lynn (Ric) 
Martell of Harrisburg, Pa.; 
three granddaughters, Carey 
Anne Welsh, Erica Martell 
and Gina Gutshall; two great-
grandchildren, Josephine and 
Abel; and two nephews.

In addition to her husband 
and parents, she was preceded 
in death by her brother, Wil-
liam Ferlich.

Funeral services for Sis. Ko-
cian were held April 22 at Sa-
landra Funeral and Cremation 
Services, Inc., Canonsburg, 
officiated by Darla A. Tripoli, 
LFD, certified celebrant. In-
terment followed in National 
Cemetery of the Alleghenies, 
Cecil Twp., Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our condolences to Sis. 
Kocian’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. William J. Copich
• Lodge 643 •

GIRARD, Ohio — The 
Copich family and members 
of Lodge 643 sadly report the 
April 22, 2019, passing of Bro. 
William J. “Bill” Copich, 93, 
at his home surrounded by his 
loving family.

Bro. Copich was born June 
12, 1925, in Niles, Ohio, the son 
of Joseph and Frances Rebek 
Copich. He graduated from 
Niles McKinley High School in 
1943 and enlisted in the Navy 
immediately after graduation.

Bill served as a U.S. Navy 
Aviation Radioman 2nd Class 
from 1943 to 1946 on a PB2Y-
5 Coronado over the Pacific, 
which included Seymour Isle, 
Galapagos and Nicaragua, 
and was in Okinawa when the 
atomic bomb was dropped on 
Japan. He was honorably dis-
charged from military service 
in April 1946.

After his Navy service, 
Bill attended Kent State Uni-
versity for one year studying 
architecture, then transferred 
to the University of Cincinnati 
where he graduated in 1951 and 
passed the licensing require-
ments to become a registered 
architect. After graduation, 
he worked in the architectural 
department for Firestone in 
Akron, Ohio.

In 1953 he moved to 
Youngstown, Ohio, and took 
the position as lead architect 
in the office of Arsene Rous-

seau. In 1957 he became a 
member of NCARB (nation-
ally registered), opened his 
own architectural office, and 
established the firm of Copich 
& Associates, Inc., (C&A) 
registered architects, which 
carries on to this day under the 
management of two of his chil-
dren. C&A specializes and is 
award-recognized in the design 
of veterinary hospitals, and is 
known nationally as well as in 
Europe and Asia. The firm has 
consulted on several major zoo 
veterinary facilities. 

Bill was an emeritus mem-
ber of the American Institute 
of Architects and was elected 

Man of the Year in 2003.
A 75-year SNPJ member, 

he was also a member of the 
Polish Arts Club, Sts. Peter and 
Paul Church, and St. Casimir 
Church until its closing. He 
enjoyed fishing, golfing and 
gardening with his family.

He is survived by his wife of 
62 years, Alexandria “Sandy” 
Orze; children William (Kath-
leen) Copich of Syracuse, N.Y., 
Helen (Daniel) Durflinger 
and John Copich, both of 
Youngstown, Catherine (Rick) 
Van Noy of Christiansburg, 
Va., Robert (Sarah) Copich 
of Pittsburgh, Susan Copich 
of New York, and Michael 
(Cindy) Copich of Lincoln, 
Neb.; 17 grandchildren; one 
great-grandchild; and his sister 
and brother-in-law, Sylvia and 
Stephen Fabian.

The family would like to 
thank Pat, Nadine, Harriet, 
Mary Ann, Tim Queta, Erica, 
and Hospice of the Valley for 
the loving care given.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 643 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Copich’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. HELEN CHERMELY (153)

SNPJ Crossword
T.V. CLASSICS (#0519) solution

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO

DEAthS REPORtED
For the month of April 2019
   DATE OF
LODGE NAME DEATH CItY-StAtE
 2 Mary Bertrand 01-23-2019 Spring Valley, Ill.
 5 Norma L. Cain 03-11-2019 Parma, Ohio
 6 William L. Dernovsek 03-05-2019 Huntingdon, Pa.
 6 David	H.	Bradfield	Sr. 04-02-2019 Bridgeville, Pa.
 8 Leslie A. Kraft 03-21-2019 Hoffman Estates, Ill.
 8 Donna M. Stupar 03-18-2017 Leavenworth, Kan.
 87 Leona L. Barkley 03-02-2019 Travelers Rest, S.C.
 87 Laurine V. Popp 09-20-2015 Eastampton, N.J.
 89 Joseph A. Yamber 03-13-2019 Avella, Pa.
 89 Mike Strho 03-13-2019 Belleview, Fla.
 106 Frances M. Haman 02-24-2019 Dayton, Ohio
 142 Rose Ann Siarka 02-08-2016 Willowick, Ohio
 216 Matilda M. Gasparich 03-11-2019 Cheswick, Pa.
 216 Joseph P. Marel 06-16-2018 Monroeville, Pa.
 218 David D. Duran 02-01-2019 Centennial, Colo.
 218 Erma P. Gonzales 04-06-2019 Monte Vista, Colo.
 254 Frances Hillman 02-24-2019 Johnstown, Pa.
 257 JoAnne B. Hotchkiss 10-18-2017 Cleveland, Ohio
 257 Margaret L. Hastert 08-30-2018 Euclid, Ohio
 277 Hilda DiLoreto 04-08-2019 Youngstown, Ohio
 355 Joseph D. Sedmak 05-27-2017 Albion, Pa.
 371 Elsie Rinaldi 02-23-2019 Spokane Valley, Wash.
 559 Sophie Caprata 06-13-2017 Western Springs, Ill.
 559 Mary S. Vrhovnik 01-18-2019 Chicago Ridge, Ill.
 559 Grace Bouma 01-12-2019 Spring Hill, Fla.
 564 Richard S. Orkisz 03-06-2019 Macomb, Mich.
 564 Catherine A. Wolcansek 03-18-2019 Warren, Mich.
 576 Frances Vasle 03-08-2019 Chesterland, Ohio
 577 Jerry W. Smith 08-11-2008 Pueblo, Colo.
 581 Delores Konchar 03-06-2019 Forest City, Pa.
 584 Agnes Bartol 12-26-2004 Oak Creek, Wis.
 584 Kenneth C. Kasseckert 02-03-2019 West Allis, Wis.
 584 Theresa Christen 04-08-2017 Duluth, Minn.
 584 Roger D. Wick 03-12-2017 Milwaukee, Wis.
 584 William B. Yersin 10-13-2017 Denver, Colo.
 584 Margaret Adomat 02-27-2019 Milwaukee, Wis.
 584 Brian D. Adomat 08-12-2017 Burlington, Wis.
 603 Kathleen T. Elverum 02-09-2019 Britt, Minn.
 603 Audrey Sopotnick 04-27-2014 Fruitland Park, Fla.
 643 Margaret K. Komlanc 03-13-2019 McDonald, Ohio
 665 John W. Erzen 11-24-2012 Millington, Md.
 689 Trudi M. Holbrook 03-31-2019 Mt Green, Utah
 715 Mary L. Anick 03-08-2018 Middleburg Hgts., Ohio
 715 Georgette Sorrentino 03-10-2019 Englewood, Fla.
 715 Donald Turcola 02-14-2019 Donna, Texas
	 721	 Paul	E.	Pflug	 04-03-2019	 Aliquippa,	Pa.
 723 Virginia M. Repar 02-08-2019 Spring Branch, Texas
 729 Helen Voithofer 02-26-2019 Baltimore, Md.
 770 Stephen R. Rosepiler 12-28-2018 Industry, Pa.
 782 John C. Babyak 03-02-2019 Poland, Ohio
 782 James A. Shockley 04-02-2019 Fayette City, Pa.
 782 Marilyn M. Elder 03-29-2019 Enon Valley, Pa.
 782 John C. Becker 10-18-2018 Lower Burrell, Pa.
 786 Robert E. Ploung 12-15-2018 Banning, Calif.

Bro. WILLIAM J. COPICH (643)
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2019 Wisconsin SNPJ Golf Outing
Tony Mlinar Sr. Memorial

June 15, 2019
at New Berlin Hills Golf Course, New Berlin, Wis.

Modified shotgun start at 7:30 a.m. • Team scramble

The $75 per person entry fee covers greens fees, cart, prizes and lunch.
Return this form, along with entry fees, to:

Lucky Lanes
5014 W. Howard Ave., Milwaukee, WI  53220

Phone: (414) 543-7110 • e-mail: luckylanes13@yahoo.com
Make checks payable to LUCKY LANES
ENTRY DEADLINE IS JUNE 8, 2019

The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament rules 
are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department, 247 West 
Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

Team captain’s name & e-mail:

1.

2.

3.

4.

LodgeName Phone or e-mail

Badger Jabber
by BOB SMOLE

Lodge 584

MILWAUKEE — I recently had a pleas-
ant telephone conversation with whom 
I believe to be the latest centenarian of 
Badger Lodge 584, Sis. Edith (Dobnikar) 
Strazer, who celebrated her 100th birthday 
on May 2. Formerly of Waukegan, Ill., 
Edith was the wife of the late Bro. Jacob 
Strazer. She joined the SNPJ in 1939, 
and recently celebrated her 80-year SNPJ 
membership as well. Sis. Strazer wanted 
to relay her appreciation to the Society for 
the beautiful blanket she received to com-
memorate her membership anniversary. 

Edith presently resides in the Lasata 
Assisted Living facility in Cedarburg, 
Wis. On Dec. 24, 1945, she married Jacob 
Strazer, who passed away in 1992. Edith 
fondly remembers attending and enjoying 
picnics at the beautiful Triglav Park, and 
can recall many pleasant conversations 
with Sisters Rose Chepeck, Fran Smole 
and the late Toni Needham.

Sis. Strazer transferred to Badger Lodge 
584 in 2005 during the merger with the for-
mer SNPJ Lodge 14 in Waukegan.  Aside 
from some age-related visual problems that 
make it difficult to read PRoSveta, she 
is doing well. Edith extends greetings to 
the members of Badger Lodge 584, and 
to all of her former SNPJ Lodge 14 mem-
bers and friends. The Badger Lodge 584 
wishes Sis. Strazer a belated happy 100th 
birthday, and congratulations on reaching 
her 80-year milestone as a member of the 
Slovene National Benefit Society.

Badger Lodge’s young adult bowling 
prodigy Tyler Mouthey, 17, achieved an-
other milestone on May 5 at Cherry Bowl 
in Rockford, Ill., as he qualified for the 
fourth National Junior Gold Championship 
bowling tournament. The tournament is set 
to take place in Detroit in July. Congrats to 

Tyler as he continues to display his bowl-
ing talent and strives to improve his skills.

Our regular SNPJ Badger Lodge 584 
monthly meeting was held May 9 as 
scheduled.  Lodge President Tim Donovan 
opened the meeting at 7 p.m. A moment 
of silence was observed for our recently 
deceased members, Brothers Dennis J. 
Stoyanoff, Kenneth C. Kasseckert, Roger 
D. Wick, William B. Yersin and Brian D. 
Adomat; and Sisters Agnes Bartol, Flor-
ence Lindquist, Theresa Christen, Ann M. 
Vickman and Margaret Adomat. It was 
an unfortunately lengthy list this month. 
The regular officer reports were read and 
accepted as presented.

An update to the Saturday, June 15, 
Tony Mlinar Sr. Memorial Golf Outing 
was given by Sis. Donovan. The tourna-
ment will take place at the New Berlin 
Hills Golf Course with a modified shotgun 
start at 7:30 a.m. The cost of $75 per golfer 
includes your greens fee, cart, a drink 
ticket and sandwich at the turn. The event 
will continue at Lucky Lanes, 5014 W. 
Howard Ave., Milwaukee, with a chicken 
dinner, drawings, door prizes and awards. 
Non-golfers are welcome to attend these 
festivities and pre-order a chicken dinner 
for $12 by making arrangements with Bro. 
Tom Schweiger at (414) 543-7110.

A discussion was held regarding the 
summer monthly Lodge meetings in July 
and August. Last year the Lodge decided 
to postpone the summer meetings as our 
members have numerous functions to at-
tend. This seemed to work, so Bro. Smole 
made a motion that the July and August 
meetings be postponed once again. The 
motion was seconded and carried.  Regular 
Badger Lodge 584 monthly meetings will 
resume on Thursday, Sept. 12, and con-
tinue as scheduled on the second Thursday 
of each month.

The Lodge decided to renew our State 
Raffle License. This will be handled by 
Bro. Bob Smole. There was also a discus-
sion regarding the Lodge donation to the 

SNPJ Scholarship Fund in memory of 
our 2018 deceased members. Secretary/
Treasurer Jeff Mlaker indicated that it has 
not yet been done, but he will complete 
that task ASAP.

There were NO birthday celebrants at 
this meeting, alleviating the need to sing 
the song. Bro. Tim Donovan was the win-
ner of the attendance award. The meeting 
was adjourned, and coffee and desserts 
were ready for consumption.

The last Badger Lodge 584 meeting for 
the summer will take place on Thursday, 
June 13, beginning at 7 p.m. in the Mary 
Queen of Heaven gym, 2360 S. 106th St. 
in West Allis, Wis. The July and August 
meetings have been cancelled, and regu-
larly scheduled meetings will resume on 
Thursday, Sept. 12, at 7 p.m. in the Mary 
Queen of Heaven gym.

On May 5, Badger Lodge 584 young 
adult member TYLER MOUTHEY 
qualified for the National Junior Gold 
Championship bowling tournament, 
which is set to take place next month.

The SNPJ Farm
2019 Dance Schedule

June 16 SNPJ Farm Board Picnic  3 to 7
  Frank Moravcik Orchestra
June 23 Loyalites Lodge 158 Picnic  3 to 7
  Don Wojtila Band
  (Dr. Seuss theme)
June 30 Cleveland Lodge 126 Picnic  3 to 7
  (2019 Beaverdale Reunion)

July 4 Holiday Dance  1 to 7
  Del Sinchak and Ed Klancnik & Friends
July 7 Cleveland Federation Picnic  3 to 7
  Joe Grkman Orchestra
July 21 Mirni Raj Lodge 142 Picnic  3 to 7
  Wayne Tomsic Orchestra

Aug. 4 Utopians Lodge 604 Picnic  3 to 7
  Joey Tomsick Orchestra

Gates open at 1 p.m. Dinners served every Sunday 
starting at 2 p.m. Sunday music and dancing from 3 to 
7 p.m. Sunday picnic admission is $8 per person. Rent 
the SNPJ Farm for your special functions. For additional 
information visit www.snpjfarmkirtland.com.

SNPJ Farm, 10946 Heath Road, Kirtland, Ohio
off Chardon Road (Route 6), three miles east of Route 306
For information phone (440) 256-3423 or (440) 461-6476

by Cerkvena Miš
Lodge 321

WARREN, Ohio — Oh 
my goodness! I came to the 
Lodge meeting expecting 
some happiness and food, and 
do you know what I found? 
A lot of happiness and food, 
as usual.

All but one of my girls 
was already there. Evalyn and 
Lillian got to spend the night 
with grandma, grandpa and 
Aunt Gail. Thanks to a great 
sleepover and good planning 
on the girls’ part, the food was 
all lined up – from healthy 
stuff to junk food. 

Just in time for the meet-
ing, mom and dad (Kelley 
and John) showed up, and 
after the meeting everyone 
ate too much. Kelley brought 
mini-cupcakes; she said we 
could eat twice as many, 

which made me happy.
After the meeting, eat-

ing a lot and sharing plenty 
of giggles, it was decided 
that the next meeting would 
include a picnic. Oh, I can’t 
wait to see what everyone 
will bring! 

Kelley made the sug-
gestion that we honor our 
members who have been with 
the Society for 50, 60 and 70 
years. Gail said that she would 
make and send out invitations 
to these members. Now I can’t 
wait for the picnic so I can hug 
them all and thank them for 
being part of this wonderful 
organization.

Well, I have to go rest up 
while I await the big spring 
picnic, which will be held 
June 9, if you’re curious. Until 
then, I’ll be dreaming of hugs, 
giggles and food. Lahko noč!

Lodge 321 hosting June 
picnic to honor members

83rd SNPJ National Bowling Tournament Results
Tournament rolled May 4-5, 2019, co-hosted by Cleveland Lodge 576 & CAL at the SNPJ Recreation Center

Name Lodge Score Prize Name Lodge Score PrizeMen’s Doubles Event
Team Lodge Score Prize
*S. Dennis/R. Likovic 576 1,332 $150
**J. Mangione/A. Brumbaugh 138 1,408 $150
M. Blake/L. Teyssier 6 1,395 $98
J. Cadez/R. Brumbaugh 138 1,346 $50
S. Wiant/K. Vogrig 138 1,330 $48
S. Collins/B. Smith 576 1,326 $46
B. Russ/G. Strack 158/6 1,318 $44
B. Kessler/J. Evanish 6/106 1,315 $42
R. Godish/R. McNurlen 138 1,302 $40

Men’s Singles Event
Name Lodge Score Prize
*G. Marshman 138 758 $80
**E. Valencic 138 778 $80
G. Volpe 158 764 $65
M. Blake 6 751 $47
J. Cadez 138 695 $38
B. Harwood 158 692 $35
A. Brumbaugh 138 687 $33

S. Wiant 138 678 $30
R. Godish 138 678 $30
K. Lawrence 138 673 $29
D. Sankovich 770 668 $28
R. Brumbaugh 138 663 $26
T. Carroll 6 662 $25
D. Prejsnar 770 661 $24
S. Morgan 138 659 $22
B. Frank 158 659 $22
C. White 138 658 $21
J. Hanzel 6 657 $20

Men’s Team Event
Team Lodge Score Prize
*Reloaded 138 2,589 $140
**Martay’s Partay 6/106 2,670 $140
3	Guys	and	1	“I”	 576	 2,662	 $100
Gamblers 138 2,565 $80
What The Hell 158 2,547 $68
Godish Pro Shop 138 2,528 $64

Men’s All Events
Name Lodge Score Prize
*G. Marshman 138 2,002 $55
**M. Blake 6 2,117 $55
A. Brumbaugh 138 2,110 $38
B. Harwood 158 2,061 $29
C. Kocin 158 2,042 $24
G. Volpe 158 2,042 $24

Women’s Doubles Event
Team Lodge Score Prize
*M. Graff/K. Almo 138 1,199 $76
**D. Volpe/T. Halaburda 158 1,374 $76
L. Strickland/J. Hudson 677/6 1,294 $54
T. Anderson/C. Roberts 677 1,254 $40

Women’s Singles Event
Name Lodge Score Prize
*T. Anderson 677 555 $55
**J. Smrdel 158 681 $55

A. Brately 158 680 $40
J. Hudson 6 671 $32
C. Roberts 677 670 $28
B. Bozicevich 6 653 $25
L. Strickland 677 641 $24

Women’s Team Event
Team Lodge Score Prize
*Shut Up and Suck It 6/138 2,103 $100
**Split Ends 158 2,476 $100
Superstars 6 2,462 $76
Irish Creams 158 2,451 $72

Women’s All Events
Name Lodge Score Prize
*M. Graff 138 1,786 $35
**K. Almo 138 1,972 $35
L. Strickland 677 1,921 $15

*Indicates Actual Champion
**Indicates Handicap Champion

by TONI THOMEY 
Lodge 576

CLEVELAND — Greetings, 
Spartan members! I hope that 
by the time you read this, we’re 
finally enjoying nice weather!

Lodge 576 members were 
quite active in May. Not only 
did we co-host the SNPJ Na-
tional Bowling Tournament 
May 4-5, but several of our 
members also participated. 
Thank you to all who came out 
to bowl, helping to make this 
such a great event.

On May 25, many of our 
members participated in the 
CAL Don Gorjup Open at Roll-
ing Green Golf Club. Thank 
you to all of our members who 
volunteered their time to make 
this such a success!

I would like to extend our 
congratulations to young adult 
member Christian Thomey, 
who graduated from St. Igna-

tius High School in Cleveland 
on May 26. Christian will be 
attending Miami University of 
Ohio in the fall. We wish him 
all the best!

Mark your calendar for 
our annual picnic at the SNPJ 
Farm in Kirtland, Ohio, on 
Sunday, Aug. 18. Our theme 
is “Polka Gone Country” and 
will feature music by Patty C 
& The Good Ol’ Guys. The 
gates will open at 1 p.m. with 
food service starting at 2 and 
the music kicking off at 3. We 
will be serving some delicious 
barbecued pulled chicken din-
ners, along with some of your 
favorite SNPJ Farm goodies. 
You can also try your luck in 
our 50/50 drawing, or walk 
away with some great gift 
baskets. Contact Karen Novak 
at (216) 965-3181 for ticket 
information.

We’re also hosting our an-

nual casino bus trip to Presque 
Isle Downs Casino on Satur-
day, Nov. 23. Contact Karen 
Novak at (216) 965-3181 to 
reserve your spot!  

Spartans Lodge 576 members PATTY CANDELA, SAMMI 
LIKOVIC and KRIStINA DENNIS had a great time at the 
SNPJ National Bowling Tournament in May.

The next Spartans Lodge 
meeting will be held Monday, 
June 17, beginning at 7 p.m. 
at the Slovene Home for the 
Aged. Hope to see you all soon!

Spartans adding a country twist to annual picnic

Make some memories June 30 with Lodge 126 
by TRACY SUMRADA

Lodge 126

CLEVELAND —  It’s time to think about 
things to do this summer, and we have 
something you can add to your calendar.

The Lodge 126 annual picnic at the 
SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, Ohio, will be held 
on Sunday, June 30. The gates will open 
at 1 p.m. Dinners and sandwiches will be 
available starting at 2 p.m. Bring your 

family and friends to make some lasting 
memories and join us for some great food, 
fun and music!

Speaking of lasting memories, the 31st 
annual Beaverdale (Pa.) Reunion will be 
taking place during our June 30 picnic! For 
more information on the reunion, contact 
Lee Jackopin at (440) 943-3170. 

This year’s menu will feature roast beef 
dinners and sausage dinners for $10. Roast 

beef sandwiches and klobase sandwiches 
will also be available for $4. And don’t 
forget to bring your dancing shoes so that 
you can polka the afternoon away to live 
music from 3 to 7 p.m.

To purchase picnic tickets or for ad-
ditional information, please contact Ed 
Sumrada at (440) 227-7923. The members 
of Lodge 126 look forward to seeing you 
on Sunday, June 30!
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Slovenefest is held annually at the

SNPJ Recreation Center
270 Martin Road

Borough of SNPJ (Enon Valley), PA 16120
(724) 336-5180 • Toll-free: 1-877-767-5732

website: www.slovenefest.com • email: snpj@snpjrec.com
Admission: $10 Friday/$15 Saturday/$10 Sunday/Three-day Pass: $30 

Children ages 16 and under admitted FREE

Plan now to attend the ORIGINAL

July 12-14, 2019
Slo enefest38th ANNUAL ®

Friday, July 12 Saturday, July 13 Sunday, July 14

Canada’s Polka King

WALTER OSTANEK

appearing throughout 

the weekend

Alpine Room
Sponsored by Slovenian Savings & Loan Assoc.

Noon to 4 p.m. Miss SNPJ Pageant Competition 
6 to 9 p.m. Guys Without Ties

Outside Stage
4 to 6 p.m. Ron Likovic Band
6 to 8 p.m. Klancnik & Friends
8 to 10 p.m. Ron Likovic Band
10 p.m. to Midnight Klancnik & Friends

Gostilna
7 to 9 p.m. Polka Bros.
9:30 to 11:30 p.m. Patty C & The Guys

Outside Food & Jam Tent
Noon to Midnight Day-long Button Box Jam

Alpine Room
Sponsored by Slovenian Savings & Loan Assoc.

10 a.m. Polka Mass
(with music by Jack Vasko)

Noon to 2 p.m.  Miss SNPJ 2020 Crowning
3 to 7 p.m. Dick Tady Orchestra

Outside Stage
1 to 3 p.m.  Polka Classics
3 to 5 p.m.  Eddie Rodick Orchestra
5 to 7 p.m.  Polka Classics
7 to 9 p.m. Eddie Rodick Orchestra

Heritage Pavilion 
Sponsored by The Cvetas Family

Noon to 2 p.m. Matt Frank Trio
2 to 4 p.m. Veseli Fantje

Darryl & Frank Valencic, Tony Trontel, Dave Pendel
4 to 4:30 p.m. Mladi Glas & Planika Dance Group
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Matt Frank Trio

Gostilna
1 to 2:30 p.m. Button Box Divas
3 to 4:30 p.m. Matt Sepesy and Pravi Rojaki
5 to 6:30 p.m. Ron Pivovar
7 to 8:30 p.m. Mahoning Valley Button Box Club

Outside Food & Jam Tent
Noon to 10 p.m. Day-long Button Box Jam

Crafters’ Bazaar
Noon to 7 p.m. Located near the Barn

Alpine Room
Sponsored by Slovenian Savings & Loan Assoc.

1 to 3 p.m. Frank Stanger Orchestra
3 to 5 p.m. Bill Bevec Band
5 to 7 p.m. Frank Stanger Orchestra
7 to 9 p.m Bill Bevec Band

Outside Stage
Noon to 4 p.m. Karl Lukitsch Band
4 to 6 p.m. Jack Tady & The JTB
6 to 8 p.m. Don Wojtila Band
8 to 10 p.m. Jack Tady & The JTB
10 p.m. to Midnight Don Wojtila Band

Heritage Pavilion
Sponsored by The Cvetas Family

12:30 to 2:30 p.m. Veseli Godci
2:30 to 3 p.m. Mladi Glas & Planika Dance Group
3 to 5 p.m. Joe Grkman Orchestra
5 to 7 p.m. Veseli Godci
7 to 7:30 p.m. Mladi Glas & Planika Dance Group
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Joe Grkman Orchestra

Gostilna
1 to 2:30 p.m. Magic Buttons
3 to 4:30 p.m. Western Pa. Button Box Club
5 to 6:30 p.m. Fairport Jammers
7 to 8:30 p.m. Polka Playmates
 from Michigan & Canada
9 p.m. to Midnight KTB Band

Outside Food & Jam Tent
Noon to Midnight Day-long Button Box Jam

Crafters’ Bazaar
Noon to 7 p.m. Located near the Barn

additional information and complete performance 
schedule online at www.slovenefest.com

WARM SAMSULA WELCOME
FROM PAGE 1

Pauline and her crew during the May 
business meeting. 

A Mother's Day dinner at Lodge 603 
was held to benefit our scholarship fund. 
Under the direction of President George 
Benedict, the dinner raised $225. The men 
of Lodge 603 and the Samsula community 
cooked, served and cleaned up, giving the 
mothers a day off from kitchen duty. This 
has been a tradition since our Lodge was 
formed. The men fried turkeys and baked 
hams for the main dishes.

We welcomed a visit from Miss SNPJ 
2015 Nicole Vehar (138) and her family 
from Pennsylvania, who spent time at our 
Lodge hall on Mother’s Day. They were 
in the area for a few days and also visited 
Mike’s Corner where Nicole celebrated 
her graduation from the University of Ohio 
and her mother, Tamme, celebrated her 
birthday. Several Lodge members were 
able to spend time with them. It always 
makes us feel extra special when SNPJ 

members return to Samsula to visit with 
us. Thanks to the Vehar family for the 
many smiles. We look forward to seeing 
them during Slovenefest weekend in July.

Get well wishes go out to Cheryl 
Benedict, who had a knee replacement in 
March; Ruth Benedict, who underwent 
surgery in April; Paulette Smithmeyer, 
who had hand surgery in April and again 
in May; and Vice President Jerry Hafner, 
who had a knee replacement in May. It 
has been reported that all are doing well.

Jeane Pleterski Novotny returned home 
to Bloomington, Ind., after spending sev-
eral months at her home in Samsula. While 
here, Jeane volunteered at our Lodge for 
nearly every function and her service was 
appreciated. Mary and Jack Pleterski are 
spending a month at their home in Virginia. 
During a phone call, Mary said that the 
mountains are all turning green and it’s 
simply a beautiful landscape.

Fourth of July fun at our Lodge will 
begin at 4 p.m. on Thursday, July 4. The 
Lodge will be grilling hot dogs and ham-

burgers, and President George Benedict 
will have ice-cold watermelon for des-
sert. Everyone is welcome to bring a food 
dish or two to share. Non-members will 
be asked to donate $5 each for the meal. 
Pauline Lockwood is donating fireworks 
and the Lodge will also be purchasing some 
to add to the display. All are welcome to 
come out and enjoy the afternoon and 
evening with us.

The Samsula Woman’s Club will cel-
ebrate its 70th anniversary with a social 
starting at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 14.

Sympathy is extended to Dianna Shed 
and her family on the loss of her mother, 
Alice Symons, who passed away May 
4 with her family at her side. Alice was 
known in the community as “Ma Symons.” 
As her children were growing up, there 
was an open-door policy at the Symons 
home in Glencoe, just a few miles from 
Samsula. Alice helped so many young 
people in Samsula and Volusia County. 
It has been a sad time for all who knew 
and loved her.

Samsula Lodge members extend a warm Florida welcome to returning visitors

During the Lodge 603 
Easter celebration, 
Gene Smith, pictured 
at left with member 
RUth BENEDICt, 
kept the adult guests 
entertained while the 
children hunted eggs 
left behind by the
Easter Bunny [below].

by KATHLEEN SEIFERT 
Lodge 643 Secretary

GIRARD, Ohio — Members of 
Golden Eagles Lodge 643 and Youth 
Circle 7 celebrated their first major 
event of 2019 with an Easter party. 
Eggs were hidden inside for the chil-
dren to find. The children also enjoyed 
playing games. After a pizza party, 
which included dessert, each child got 
to meet the Easter Bunny.

The festivities were held at Amen 
Corner in Girard. Many thanks to 
Co-Circle 7 Director Kurt Seifert, his 
mother Kathleen Seifert, his grand-
mother Kathy Nail and other volun-
teers for making this a very successful 
youth program. Many thanks as well 

to Lodge 643 Treasurer Joan Twaddle 
for handling the finances. Lest we 
forget, thank you to Jack Twaddle for 
the Easter music. It was another job 
well done, Jack!

On May 5 we held our second event 
of the year, the Golden Eagles annual 
polka dance. The Frank Stanger Hall 
of Fame Band came to fill the night 
with joy and music for us at the Roll-
ing Mills Lounge (formerly Kuzman’s 
Lounge), and joyful it was. All of the 
dancers and everyone in the audience 
greatly enjoyed the music and the fun 
times that were had. We’d like to thank 
the Frank Stanger Hall of Fame Band 
for their great performance.

Our third event of 2019 was Join 

Hands Day on May 11. Members 
cleaned up the area around the gazebo 
at Todd Park in Girard. The volunteers 
also pruned and shaped the bushes 
and applied new mulch.  Volunteers 
for this special project were Treasurer 
Joan Twaddle, David Twaddle, Jack 
Twaddle, Amy Kren, Tricia Litwiler, 
Troy Litwiler, Larry Kren and Paulette 
Kren. Trenton Litwiler and Larry Kren, 
two of our Circle 7 members, also 
volunteered their time.   

Upcoming meeting dates are June 
20, Aug. 15, Sept. 19, Oct. 17 and 
Nov. 21. Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. 
at Amen Corner, and we enjoy pizza 
and dessert after the meeting. See 
you there!

Members of 
Golden Ealges 

Lodge 643 
celebrated Join 
Hands Day on

May 11 by
cleaning the

area around the
gazebo in their 

local park.

Golden Eagles lend a hand at local park

by PAULINE LOCKWOOD
Lodge 603

SAMSULA, Fla. — We had a 
great Easter at Lodge 603. The 
fun started with music by Gene 
Smith, and dinner was served at 
12:30 p.m. We had a good crowd on 
hand to enjoy a salad bar and buffet 
with ham, turkey, baked chicken 
and Samsula vegetables. Pauline 
Lockwood headed the kitchen 
crew with great help from Jeane 
Novotny, Jeannette Humphrey, 
Ruth and Ashley Benedict, Rhonda 
and John Tesauro, Elaine Figueroa, 
and Roxanne and Shannon Coupas.

The Easter egg hunt started 
at 2 p.m. with three different age 
groups hunting for prizes. In the 
4 and under age group, Arabella 
Stephens and Waylon Pell were 
winners. Mica Raymond was the 
winner among the 9-year-olds. 
Those helping with the hunt were 
Holly Pell, Assistant Youth Direc-
tor Nadine Slusher, Ashley Merson 
and Sheryl Benedict. Director 
Cindy Griswold helped dye the 
eggs and took reservations for 
dinner, in addition to her duties 
as Lodge manager. It’s so great to 
see such fraternalism.

Easter fun at Lodge 603
RhONDA tESAURO, PAULINE LOCKWOOD and SHERYL 
BENEDICt were busy bunnies at the Lodge 603 Easter celebration.


