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IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office will be closed Dec. 24 through 
Dec. 26, 2018; on Dec. 31, 2018; and on 
Jan. 1, 2019. Normal office hours, 8 a.m. 
until 5 p.m., will be in effect Dec. 27 and 
Dec. 28, 2018, and starting again Jan. 2, 
2019. Happy holidays from all of us at the 
SNPJ Home Office!

Home Office schedule 
for the holiday season

Merry Christmas!
to all SNPJ members 
and friends from the staff 
at the SNPJ Home Off ice

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — SNPJ 
Lodge 776 will hold its annual meeting 
and Christmas party on Sunday, Dec. 9, 
at 2 p.m. at the SNPJ Recreation Center 
in Enon Valley, Pa. Members are asked 
to contribute to a local food bank by 
bringing canned goods, paper products or 
nonperishable food. Reservations for the 
Christmas party must be made by Dec. 1 
by calling Ed Snyder at (330) 952-0911, 
John Pierog at (330) 757-1369 or Vonnie 
Dombrosky at (724) 336-6500.

VONNIE DOMBROSKY
Lodge 776 Recording Secretary

Food drive planned for 
Lodge 776 holiday party

by EVELYN DIMPFL (749)
Federation Secretary

JOHNSTOWN, Pa. — The Conemaugh Valley Federa-
tion held its 40th dinner honoring SNPJ members who have 
reached 50, 60, 70 or 80 years of membership in 2018. The 
event was once again held at the beautiful Homestead Inn 
in Elton, Pa., on the outskirts of Johnstown, on Sept. 23. 
While 55 members were sent invitations, only two were 
able to attend. We hope they enjoyed the day.

As our guests were arriving, Bronco Toter (254) en-

SNPJ National President 
JOSEPH C. EVANISH 
[center] attended the 
Sept. 23 Conemaugh 
Valley Federation dinner 
to help honor 60-year 
member Bro. JAMES 
HOwRYlAK (749) [left] 
and 50-year member Bro. 
wIllIAM PODBENSEK 
(749) [right].

Conemaugh Valley Fed extends honors during 
September dinner

SEE FEDERATION HONORS
ON PAGE 2

STRABANE, Pa. — SNPJ Lodge 138 
will hold its final meeting of 2018 on 
Monday, Dec. 3, starting at 7 p.m. in the 
upstairs ballroom. Election of officers 
will be the main order of business, and as 
usual, a klobasa sandwich will be avail-
able, compliments of the Lodge.

On the third Sunday of  every month, 
Lodge 138 serves an all-you-can-eat 
breakfast buffet from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
Tickets are $7 in advance or $10 at the 
door. All are welcome.

ERIC VAlENCIC
Lodge 138 Vice President

Final meeting of the 
year set for Lodge 138

CLEVELAND — The Lodge 257 
December meeting will be held Dec. 6 
starting at 6 p.m. at Brecksville United 
Methodist Church, 65 Public Square, 
Brecksville, OH 44141. Our Christmas 
party and election of officers will take 
place at this meeting. Please join us. For 
information contact Marie Pivik at (216) 
433-1941.

MARIE PIVIK
Lodge 257 President

Dec. 6 Christmas party,
meeting for Lodge 257

by JOHN BASELJ (6)
SNPJ District 2 Athletic Director

SYGAN, Pa. — SNPJ Lodge 6 and SNPJ 
Lodge 138 are gearing up for the 2019 Winter 
Classic Bowling Tournament in February. 
You can find the entry form on page 8 of this 
issue, so make your plans early!  

The men will bowl doubles and singles 
at Lodge 6 on Friday night, Feb. 15, and 
Saturday, Feb. 16, at Lodge 6 in Sygan. The 
women will bowl doubles and singles on 
Saturday, Feb. 16, at Lodge 138 in Strabane.  
On Sunday, Feb. 17, we’ll switch houses and 
the women will bowl at Sygan, and the men 
in Strabane.

SNPJ District 1 Athletic Director John 
Wagner and I are looking forward to a great 
turnout of bowlers. Get your entry forms in 
early to make sure that you get the bowling 
times that you prefer.

Plenty of food and cold beverages will 
be available at both clubs throughout the 
weekend. The entertainment will be provided 
Friday evening in Sygan and Saturday eve-
ning in Strabane. Keep watching Facebook 
for updates on these events.

Plan now for 
the 2019 Winter 
Classic Bowl

by GAYE BABCOCK
Lodge 689 Secretary

HELPER, Utah — In the spirit of the Sisters 
and Brothers who have gone before us, the Utah 
SNPJ Lodges held their annual apple strudel 
making day at the Slovenian Home in Spring 
Glen, Utah.

On Nov. 3, members of SNPJ Lodges 113, 
689 and 757 joined forces to prepare more than 
40 apple strudels. Although the dough recipe 
is prepared identically, the fun is watching the 
artful technique of stretching, filling and rolling 
the strudel. As you browse each table, you’ll 
notice the slight differences in the prepara-
tion. Conversations about how their mother or 
grandmother made it are common. Is it better 
to spread the butter on the entire dough surface, 
just half or three-quarters? Similar conversa-
tions can be heard about the apples. One must 
be careful here as not to offend family tradition! 
One thing that’s certain, the warm, sweet result 
is tasty no matter how you roll it.

Strudel day has been an annual event for 38 

Annual strudel day a sweet 
tradition for Utah SNPJ Lodges

years in support of the Slovenian Picnic held 
each summer. Fathers, grandfathers, husbands, 
wives and everyone in between joined in the 
fun as we worked, laughed and shared stories. 
Although the faces have changed over the years 
as the older generation has passed on, the tradi-
tion they started has been carried on by their 
children and grandchildren. It’s an opportunity 
to pass on the art of strudel making to our youth 
members. 

The strudel is frozen fresh until the day of 
the picnic. We are fortunate to have the support 
of our local grocer, Lin’s Market, who bakes 
the strudel in their commercial bakery ovens. 
Once the strudels were safe in the freezer, we 
enjoyed lunch and a sample of the delicious 
strudel.

Our members look forward to this day each 
year as a time to catch up and renew old friend-
ships. When the cleanup was done, everyone 
agreed that our departed members were smiling 
down upon us with pride in their hearts because 
they taught us well and their legacy lives on!

[Left] It’s all about the 
technique during the 
strudel making day hosted 
by Utah’s SNPJ Lodges, 
as demonstrated by 
GAYE BABCOCK and 
JEANNETTE MARASCO 
as they delicately stretch 
the strudel dough. 
[Below] Once the dough 
takes shape, it’s time for 
filling, which JUDY and 
RUDY METElKO 
expertly supplied.
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Type of Event 
 
 

Site 
 
 

If a concert or dance, who is
performing? 
 
 

Date 

Time 

Who to contact 
 
 

Phone (        )

Complete and return to: 
PROSVETA

247 W. Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA  15126-9774

e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

• DEC. 2 ........Westmoreland Co. Federation 
holiday dance in the Crystal Ballroom, 
Herminie, Pa.; 2-6 p.m. Music by The 
Polka Classics. Food and refreshments 
will be available.

• DEC. 2 ........Toys for Tots fund-raiser and jam 
session at the Fontana Slovene Hall, 2-6 
p.m. For additional information contact 
Frank Rote at (909) 987-8714.

• DEC. 14 ......Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 and SASC 
Christmas party in the Lodge 6 clubroom; 
5 p.m. Open to all SASC members and 
guests. Music, darts, bar bingo and more. 
Food service begins at 5:30 p.m.; the club 
will provide three entrees, everyone is 
asked to bring a side dish or dessert to 
share. For more information contact the 
Lodge 6/SASC club at (412) 221-9862.

2019
• MAY 4-5 ......SNPJ National Bowling Tourna-

ment at the SNPJ Recreation Center, 
Borough of SNPJ, Pa. For additional 
information contact Fraternal Director 
Kevin Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 
144 or e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

• MAY 25 .......CAL Don Gorjup Golf Open at Roll-
ing Green Golf Club, Huntsburg, Ohio. 
For details contact Rick Gorjup at (440) 
354-5001.

• MAY 26 .......Brew & Bean Festival at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For details contact the Recreation 
Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732.

• JUNE 14-16 ... SNPJ Young Adult Conference at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. For registration and event 
details contact Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144 or   
e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

• JULY 12-14 ..... The 38th Slovenefest and the 63rd 
Miss SNPJ Pageant at the SNPJ Recre-
ation Center. For additional information 
phone the Recreation Center toll-free at 
1-877-767-5732.

• JULY 26-28 .... Youth Roundup Weekend at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of 
SNPJ, Pa. For more information con-
tact Fraternal Director Kevin Richards 
at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144 or e-mail 
krichards@snpj.com.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

by MARY ALYCE FRANCIS
Lodge 686

WEST ALLIS, Wis. — The 
members of Jolly Allis Lodge 686 
will hold their Christmas party and 
luncheon, followed by their annual 
meeting, on Saturday, Dec. 15. The 
luncheon will start at 12:30 p.m. 
and will be held at Johnny V’s 
Classic Cafe, 1650 South 84 St.

Reservations must be made. 
Please call Mary Alyce at (414) 
421-3525 and give her the names 
of those who will be attending. 
The deadline for reservations 
is Monday, Dec. 10; guests are 
welcome. We will order off the 
menu and everyone will be billed 
individually.

We’re hoping that longtime 
Lodge 686 Secretary/Treasurer 
Charles Kasseckert will have better 
days ahead. Our thoughts are with 
you, Charles, and your presence 
is missed.

I will be waiting to hear from 
you with your luncheon reserva-
tions and/or questions. Have a safe 
and happy holiday season!

A holiday 
lunch for 
Jolly Allis 
Lodge 686

by GERRI TREBETS
Lodge 604 Secretary

CLEVELAND — The Lodge 604 Utopians last activity 
for the year was the annual Polka Brunch held at the SNPJ 
Farm in Kirtland, Ohio. It was a beautiful but crispy day, 
just right for a delicious brunch. An expansive menu was 
on hand to fill our tummies; if you walked away hungry, 
it was nobody’s fault but your own. Plenty of hot coffee 
and chocolate was on hand to take the chill away. Kathy 
Hlad and Friends played for everyone’s listening and 
dancing pleasure. What a great job – it made the morning 
event so enjoyable. A few of our members were on hand 
that morning: Rudy Perdan, Ally Perdan, Bill and Pam 
Dirk, and Gerri Trebets. Unfortunately, some of our other 
members had other commitments.

I want to mention that Utopians Lodge 604 purchased 
a new chair for the refreshment stand. Ally Perdan, who 
does our refreshment ticket selling, recommended that we 
replace the current one as it had seen better days. The new 
chair will be quite comfortable for those long afternoons.

It’s been a great year for the Utopians and we look 
forward to an even better one next year. I would like to 
extend to all National Board members and SNPJ members 
throughout the country, a very happy, blessed holiday 
season. May you gather with family and friends to share 
the festivities of Thanksgiving and Christmas, and may 
good health and happiness abide in each one of us. As 
I always say, be good to one another. Life is too short.

The members of Utopians Lodge 604 have enjoyed 
plenty of fun at the SNPJ Farm this year, including
their summer picnic [above] and the annual fall Polka 
Brunch [below].

Fun at the SNPJ 
Farm for Utopians
Lodge 604 members

Congratulations once again to our reigning Miss SNPJ 
2019 Liz Smrdel (158); we wish her a most exciting year 
ahead. I know she will represent the Society well as she 
has many great qualities to share. And a big thank you 
to outgoing Miss SNPJ 2018 Lauren Sebusch (576). She 
made us and the Society so very proud, and I wish her 
much success in the future.

The members 
and friends of 
Silverstars Lodge 
729 enjoyed a 
fun-filled Fall 
Fling on Nov. 3, 
which included 
a food drive 
to benefit the 
Westmoreland 
County Food 
Bank.

by ROSE MARIE GOVI
Lodge 729 Recording Secretary

YUKON, Pa. — The members of 
Silverstars Lodge 729 hosted their 
second annual Fall Fling Nov. 3 at 
the Yukon Slovenian Hall. The more 
than 100 in attendance included a 
mix of Lodge members, spouses 
and guests.

The evening’s agenda included 

everything from a cocktail hour and 
buffet dinner, to door prizes and great 
camaraderie among all. Music was 
provided by Mikey Dee.

As a Lodge activity, and in con-
junction with the Fall Fling, non-
perishable food items and monetary 
donations were collected for the 
Westmoreland County Food Bank. A 
total of $1,300 was presented to the 

food bank and will be used to help 
buy $13,000 worth of food – that’s 
$10 for every dollar donated that will 
benefit those in need and make a dif-
ference for disadvantaged families in 
Westmoreland County.

A heartfelt thank you to everyone 
who participated in this very worth-
while and generous collection for the 
Westmoreland County Food Bank.

Yukon Lodge 729 Fall Fling raises funds 
for the Westmoreland County Food Bank

by KATHLEEN SEIFERT
Lodge 643 Secretary

GIRARD, Ohio — Golden Eagles 
Lodge 643 and Youth Circle 7 
members are ramping up plans 
for their annual Christmas parties, 
both scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 
8. The staff at Amen Corner will 
be decorating their party room 
and fireplace with green, red and 
all of their holiday trimmings, as 
well as displaying their beautiful 
Christmas tree.

The Youth Circle 7 Christmas 
party will begin at 1 p.m., and 
Santa will be stopping by. There 
is no charge for Circle 7 members, 
but we ask that you contact Circle 
Co-director Kurt Seifert at (330) 
259-1601 by Dec. 5 with the names 
of your children who will attend.

The adult Christmas party will 
begin at 5 p.m. with cocktails; 
dinner will be served at 6. As in 
the past, we hope to have button 
box and accordion music, comple-
ments of our members, to add to 
this festive occasion. The cost per 
person for the three-course dinner 
is $12 for Lodge 643 members, $20 
for non-members. A cash bar will 
also be available in the party room. 
Please submit your reservation 
and payment no later than Dec. 
5 to Joan Twaddle, 4799 Topper 
Hill Dr., Hubbard, OH 44425. 
Make checks payable to “SNPJ 
Lodge 643.”

There will be no Lodge meeting 
for the month of December due 
to our Christmas party. Golden 
Eagles Lodge 643 wishes everyone 
a very merry Christmas!

Lodge 643 
and Circle 7 
getting ready 
to celebrate

Conemaugh Federation honors two at Sept. dinner
FEDERATION HONORS

FROM PAGE 1 
tertained us with familiar Slovenian 
melodies. Following the delicious 
dinner and dessert bar provided by 
Federation delegates, Federation 
President Francis Naugle (254) 
welcomed those in attendance and 
introduced the Federation officers 
and SNPJ National President Joseph 
Evanish, who made interesting com-
ments and gave information about 
the SNPJ.

Honored guests were William 
Podbensek (749), who was introduced 
as a 50-year member, and James 
Howrylak (749), who was introduced 

as a 60-year member. I’ve known Jim 
Howrylak for quite a while, but I was 
pleased to meet William Podbensek, 
who lives in Carnegie, Pa. Pictures 
and other items from Slovenia were 
on display, which encouraged some of 
those present to reminisce about their 
travels to our beautiful homeland.

Thank you to our dedicated Fed-
eration members who do so much to 
make these events a reality. Thanks 
to John Micko (274) for contacting 
local musicians to entertain us; to 
Marilyn Alberter (3) for making our 
programs and taking photos; to Joanne 
Vasilko (749) for ordering flowers for 
the event; to Federation Treasurer 

Ken Zakraysek (174) for paying the 
bills; and of course, thanks to those 
who provided the delicious desserts.

I had the duty of sending out the 
invitation letters, and had quite a sur-
prise when a member called me from 
Colorado to say that she would not be 
able to attend. I realized that she was 
married to a high school classmate of 
mine, and that they would be com-
ing to Johnstown for a reunion the 
following week. We were amazed at 
the coincidence, and enjoyed a nice 
conversation that evening. What a 
small world it is!

Best wishes to all for a healthy, 
happy 2019.



from the
source

3PROSVETA
December 3, 2018

www.snpj.org • prosveta@snpj.com

DENISE HERRON
SNPJ Marketing Department

Clocks set back, maybe 
for last time in Slovenia
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Clocks in Slo-
venia were turned back one hour at 3 a.m. 
on Oct. 28 as the coun try switched back 
to standard time from daylight saving 
time, possibly for the last time. Talks 
are underway to abolish the practice of 
changing the time, but it isn’t clear yet 
which time Slovenia will keep. Clocks 
will be moved forward again on March 
25, 2019.

In Slovenia, clocks are turned to and 
from daylight saving time in terms with 
the relevant EU directive, adopted in 
2001, called the Directive on Summer-
Time Arrangements. The practice is sup-
posed to help save energy, but opponents 
argue that it disrupts sleep patterns, as 
well as people’s moods and health. An 
EU-wide survey was conducted this 
summer, and in August the European 
Commission recommended that member 
states abolish the practice and pick the 
clock time they want to keep.

Slovenia will present its view on 
the matter by the end of November, 
according to a representative from the 
In frastructure Ministry. Based on the 
surveys conducted, Slovenians seem to 
be more inclined to keeping daylight 
saving time: 54 percent would keep 
it, while 37 percent would rather have 
standard time.

The Infrastructure Ministry is cur-
rently studying the possible effects of 
such a change, most notably on the en-
ergy sector. Slovenia will also consult 
all four of its neighboring countries to 
coordinate the action, which was recom-
mended by the EU. The Austrian EU 
presidency hosted a debate on the topic 
in Graz on Oct. 29.

The decision will also take into ac-
count the possible effects on people and 
the internal EU market. “It will be crucial 
for the EU to have harmonized clock time 
after the practice of changing clocks is 
abolished,” a ministry spokesman said.

While 84 percent of EU citizens op-
pose changing clocks, they are divided 
over which time to keep. Portugal, Cy-
prus and Poland favor daylight saving 
time, while Finland, Denmark and the 
Netherlands voted for standard time, 
European Transport Commissioner from 
Slovenia Violeta Bulc said.

The transportation industry is looking 
forward to the permanent clock time the 
most because it will no longer have to 
change its schedules every six months. 
Positive effects are also expected in 
agriculture; however, no major energy 
savings are expected.

Experts warn that permanent daylight 
saving time could negatively affect 
students and cause traffic prob lems. It’s 
assumed that it could increase the risks of 
diabetes, depression, sleeping disorders 
and learning disabilities.

Slovenia sending two
satellites to space in 2019
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Slovenia plans 
to send its first two satellites to space in 
the first half of 2019. The Trisat and Nemo 
HD satellites will provide data that, when 
used in combination with data from 
the EU Copernicus program, will help 
develop solutions in agriculture, forestry 
and urbanism, and will provide invalu-
able data fol lowing natural disasters.

The Slovenian government has in-
dicated that the satellites will be sent 
to space on a Vega rocket launched by 
Arianespace, a company developing 
launch solutions for the European Space 
Agency (ESA).

Trisat, a nano-satellite weighing only 
4.4 kilograms (9.7 pounds), is capable 
of taking multispectral images of Earth 
in the short-wave infrared spectrum. It 
is planned to be used for at least two 
years. The satellite will be de ployed at 
the altitude of 500 kilometers (311 miles) 
in a sun-synchronous orbit, according to 
the Trisat program at the University of 
Maribor, which developed it.

The Nemo HD satellite was developed 
by Vesolje-SI, the Slovenian Center 
of Excellence for Space Sciences and 
Technologies. Some 85 percent of the 
funds for this 65-kilogram (132-pound) 
satellite came from the EU, and the 
remainder from Slovenia’s budget. This 
micro-satellite will be orbiting the Earth 
at 600 kilometers (373 miles), produc-
ing panchromatic (a black-and-white 
photographic medium that is sensitive 
to all wavelengths of visible light) and 
multispectral images.

Slovenia hopes to use the data col-
lected by the satellites to follow the 
growth of crops, and the effects of 
irriga tion and fertilization in real time. 
The images produced by the satellites 
are also expected to be helpful tools in 

case of natural disasters. Not only would 
the images help with analysis of natural 
disaster effects, Nemo HD could also 
provide real-time imagery invaluable 
in dispatching search and rescue teams.

According to the government, the key 
goals of launching the two satellites are 
to demonstrate Slovenian space technol-
ogy and promote the country’s space 
engineering expertise.

Slovenia strives to lead 
in alternatives to plastics
LJUBLJANA (STA) — The Slovenian 
government will allocate funding for 
innovations to produce alternatives 
to plastic packaging and other plastic 
products to become a leader in this field, 
according to Envi ronment Ministry State 
Secretary Simon Zajc.

“We will significantly raise the fund-
ing for products that are being developed 
or close to being placed on the mar ket,” 
he told the Committee for Infrastructure, 
the Environment and Spatial Planning. 
The committee discussed Slovenia’s 
draft stance on the EU directive to 
reduce the impact of single-use plastic 
products on the environ ment, backing 
it unanimously.

Secretary Zajc said Slovenia sup-
ported the EU’s proposed measures 
designed to eliminate some single-use 
plas tic products, thus advocating dif-
ferent products made of coated paper 
and foil-laminated cardboard or plastic 
products, depending upon their impact 
on the environment.

Slovenia supports the goal to sepa-
rately collect 90 percent of plastic bottles 
by 2025, as well as the EU provi sions 
to expand producers’ responsibilities 
for a product’s entire lifespan in a cost-
efficient manner. Slovenia will also 
aim to phase out the use of lightweight 
plastic bags in 2019, “because we are 
more ambitious than the EU,” Zajc said. 
He said that the average Slovenian used 
90 plastic bags a year, and the EU goal 
was to reduce that figure to fewer than 
50 or 40 by 2025.

For Slovenia to become a leader in 
alternatives to plastics, Zajc said the 
industry will have to change, stressing 
that all the measures are being discussed 
with businesses.

Noting that the Environment Ministry 
seemed to be given more weight under 
the new government, the members of 
the Committee for Infrastructure, the 
Environment and Spatial Planning were 
happy that Slovenia was look ing to dis-
cuss the issue of waste more seriously.

Culture Ministry protects 
bank’s collection of art
LJUBLJANA (STA) — In mid-
October, Slovenian Culture Minister 
Dejan Prešiček signed a decree that 
will designate the extensive art collec-
tion held by NLB Bank as a national 
treasure, preventing the bank’s pending 
new owners from removing the works 
of art from the country.

Prešiček told the press that the col-
lection’s 2,294 pieces remain part of the 
NLB Bank assets as the privatization 
proceeds, but that the national treasure 
status entails important restrictions.

Appraised at EUR 1.8 million ($2.07 
million) in what the minister labeled “a 
dated evaluation which is to be updated,” 
the collection must not be “removed from 
the country via sale or for exhibition 
purposes” without prior consent from 
the culture minister.

In addition, the new owner of Slo-
venia’s largest bank will only be able 
to sell the collection as a whole and not 
gradually, piece by piece.

Prešiček said the idea was to keep 
the collection, currently decorating the 
NLB Bank premises and branch offices, 
in one piece and possibly exhibit it at the 
museum of Slovenian banking planned 
by NLB Bank in Ljubljana.

The culture minister described NLB 
Bank as a very responsible owner “which 
was striving to find a solution for the 
collection since 2016, but had unfortu-
nately failed to find the right partner in 
the government.”

Prešiček acknowledged that the tim-
ing [of the decree] was very sensitive, 
with offers for the bank expected in 
the coming weeks, but stressed that the 
Culture Ministry did not wish to “harm, 
undermine or complicate the sale” of 
NLB, which had been promised by 

Slovenia to the European Commission 
during the 2013 bank bailout.

Prešiček also highlighted the sym-
bolic value of the collection, explaining 
that NLB Bank, which held the collection 
for 120 years and continued to expand it 
until a few years ago, demonstrated how 
a business entity could contribute to a na-
tion’s cultural development. The minister 
hopes the bank will restore its support 
and possibly start a new collection.

Exhibit marks 100 years
since first Yugoslav state
LJUBLJANA (STA) — An exhibit 
opened in Ljubljana the evening of Oct. 
29 to mark the 100th an niversary of the 
establishment of the State of Slovenes, 
Croats and Serbs, the short-lived and 
internationally unrecognized first in-
carnation of a Yugoslav state. During 
a press conference held prior to the 
opening, the exhibit organizers noted 
that the state was the foundation of the 
present-day Slovenia and was often 
unfairly neglected.

Titled “33 Days,” which is the number 
of days the state existed before being 
absorbed by the Kingdom of Serbia 
to form the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats 
and Slovenes, the exhibit is currently 
on display at the National Museum in 
Ljubljana.

Two days after the declaration of 
the new state, which consisted of the 
majority of present-day Slovenia, 
Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina, the 
national government was established 
in Ljubljana, with Slovenian politician 
and businessman Josip Pogačnik at its 
head. The government consisted of 12 
departments that included representa-
tives from all of the major Slovenian 
parties at the time, and was mostly 
independent from the National Council, 
which was headed by Anton Korošec, 
one of the leading Slovenian politicians 
at the time.

Marko Štepec of the Museum of 
Contemporary History said that the 
government had taken over the entire 
ad ministration from Austria-Hungary 
in all fields and “Slovene-ized” it. “This 
was a moment which is the founda tion of 
what we live today,” Štepec said. National 
Museum spokesman Jože Podpečnik 
stressed that “in the near future, politi-
cians should respond and recognize this 
generation for making an important step. 
It was the first modern Slovenian state.”

According to historian Rok Stergar 
from the Ljubljana Faculty of Arts, at 
the time Slovenians realized that they 
could keep relative independence only 
as part of a state uniting the South Slavs, 
with the idea of a Yugoslavia becoming 
a priority. Slovenians were convinced 
that they could not survive on their own; 
that an independent Slovenian state was 
an illusion, with Italy having territorial 
claims to the Primorska region on one 
side, and the unresolved border issue 
with the emerging Austria on the other.

The exhibition, which will run 
through April 7, 2019, features museum 
collections of photographs, personal 
items and documents from the period.

Royal Bled is among 
Europe’s top golf courses
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Royal Bled, 
the oldest and biggest golf course in 
Slovenia, was added to the list of the 63 
best and most beautiful golf courses in 
the region of Europe, North Africa and 
the Middle East.

Royal Bled earned the honor from 
World of Leading Golf after a long period 
of quality tests and visitor satisfac tion 
surveys were conducted. “The award 
is a great recognition for Royal Bled’s 
successful work to date, and an encour-
agement for the future,” said Royal Bled 
course manager Aljoša Berc.

According to World of Leading 
Golf CEO Claus Feldt, Royal Bled was 
rewarded for its high quality of service, 
its excellent golf course, and the fact that 
golfers rated it as worth a return visit.

The World of Leading Golf list 
includes world-renowned courses such 
as Le Golf National, near Paris, which 
hosted the Ryder Cup this past Sep-
tember, and the Celtic Manor Resort 
in Scotland, where teams from Europe 
and the United States competed in 2010.

The European country with the most 
golf courses on the list is Germany, 
boasting nine courses. Spain comes in 
second with eight courses, and the UK 
third with six. Switzerland has five, and 
Portugal and Italy have four each.
The articles comprising this feature have been
reprinted with permission from the Slovenian 
Press Agency (STA).

The SNPJ is offering a higher interest rate for all 
Loyalty 8 and Loyalty 5 annuities that are issued 
on Nov. 1, 2018, or after. Check out these new and 

improved interest rates!

loyalty 8 Annuity

4.00%
Guaranteed for one full year

3.25% years two through eight
3.00% year nine and after

loyalty 5 Annuity

3.50%
Guaranteed for one full year
3.00% years two and after

A bonus rate is also being offered to members who 
convert their eligible existing SNPJ annuity into a new 
Loyalty Annuity. The converted annuities will earn 4.25% 
for the first year on the Loyalty 8 Annuity, and 3.75% for 
the first year on the Loyalty 5 Annuity.

Rates are not guaranteed after the first year. The mini-
mum guarantee rate is 2.0%

Contact the Marketing Department at the SNPJ Home 
Office by calling 1-800-843-7675 ext. 124 for more infor-
mation on our great annuities!

New annuity rates!

POTICAS
Keep your holiday tradition alive

Family owned by
Don Wojtila • Baker and Polka Musician

Chrissy Wojtila • Miss SNPJ 2000

Nut, Poppyseed and Raisin Nut
Available in

Order NOW from

Wojtila’s Bakery
(216) 731-7080

3lb. potica for only $28.95 plus s/h

A CENTURY
in the making

Name _________________________________________
Address _______________________________________
City/State/Zip ___________________________________
Number of copies _______________________________

RETURN THIS ORDER FORM TO
Slovene National Benefit Society

247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA  15126-9774

Payment in full must accompany all orders. Make checks payable to SNPJ.
Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery.

Proud of your SNPJ membership? Then you 
owe it to yourself to delve deeper into SNPJ 
history through the pages of An Inspired Jour-
ney — The SNPJ Story: The First One Hundred 
Years of the Slovene National Benefit Society. This 
richly-illustrated chronicle of SNPJ  history is 
available for purchase.

$15.00 each — plus $2.50 s/h
add $1 shipping for each additional copy ordered
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PROSVETA Crossword
Happy Holidays (#1218) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. Oscar, e.g.
6. Debate position
9. Judicial document
13. Hawaiian veranda
14. Deadeye’s forte
15. Capital of Egypt
16. Lumps of something soft
17. Beluga yield
18. Ar on table of elements
19. *First state to officially
 recognize Christmas
21. *Country which produced
 first artificial Christmas trees
23. Boiling emotion
24. Grain in “The House 
 That Jack Built”
25. Equinox mo.
28. *On Christmas it often
 includes ham or goose
30. In style
35. Twelfth month of Jewish year
37. *Max and Santa’s Little Helper
39. Jack Black’s Libre
40. Saturnalia’s place of origin
41. Rat’s world
43. Movie spool
44. Actress ____ Perlman, pl.
46. Angler’s decoy
47. Partner of “void”
48. “A Connecticut ________ 
 in King Arthur’s Court”
50. Speed of object divided
 by speed of sound

52. A layer in plywood
53. Please do not delay
55. *“____ the season to be jolly...”
57. *Beloved Montgomery Ward 
 creation
61. *“Christmas Carol” author
65. Avoid, as in taxes
66. ENT’s first concern?
68. Alfred Hitchcock in 
 his own movie, e.g
69. What tailor did
70. #19 Across abbreviation
71. Driver’s 180
72. Sin over cos, pl.
73. Blade drops
74. Mexican coins

DOwN
1. Aquarium dweller
2. Room border
3. Dwarf buffalo
4. Torah teacher
5. Divest one of a gun
6. “For” in Spanish
7. Orinoco or Grande
8. Opposite of alpha
9. *Like holiday memories?
10. Capital of Latvia
11. Wedge in a golfer’s bag, e.g.
12. Broadway recognition
15. Dairy aisle package
20. Bribes of rewards, 
 in the olden days

22. Liberty Tree, e.g.
24. “Naked Lunch” creatures
25. *Like Christmas
26. Greeting in the land 
 of “Mele Kalikimaka”
27. Part of cow’s stomach
29. *Yuletide
31. Repair, as in socks
32. Freeze over
33. Conch, e.g.
34. *Poisonous Christmas berry
36. Plumbing problem
38. Red Cross supplies
42. Abdominal muscles
45. *Like a letter mailed to Santa
49. Sixth sense
51. Diaphragm spasm
54. Best way to shop?
56. *The kids do it in opening of
 “A Charlie Brown Christmas”
57. Catch your breath
58. Iris holder
59. Dracula’s bane
60. Words from Wordsworth
61. Big attraction
62. Outback birds
63. Infamous emperor 
 of #40 Across
64. Daughters’ brothers
67. Belgian brew

The solution to puzzle #1218 will 
run in the Jan. 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media

Badger Jabber
by BOB SMOLE

Lodge 584

MILWAUKEE — The regular SNPJ 
Badger Lodge 584 monthly meeting 
was called to order by President Tim 
Donovan at 7 p.m. at the Mary Queen 
of Heaven Gym on Nov. 8 with all 
officers present.  

The minutes of the previous meet-
ing, submitted by acting Recording 
Secretary Bob Smole, were read by 
Recording Secretary Mary Donovan 
and approved as read. Financial 
Secretary/Treasurer Jeff Mlaker 
presented his reports which were 
accepted as read. There were no 
Lodge deaths reported this month 
to acknowledge.

A get well card was sent to Sis. 
Judy Price who is in the hospital 
experiencing some health issues. Best 
wishes from the Lodge to Sis. Price 
in hopes she will feel better soon and 
return to our meetings – we miss you.  

A discussion followed on whether 
the Lodge should continue our tradi-
tional Christmas party and potluck 

dinner. After a short discussion, a 
motion was made by Bro. Smole to 
hold our usual Christmas potluck 
dinner during the December Lodge 
meeting. The motion passed. 

The Lodge 584 Christmas party 
and potluck will take place Thursday, 
Dec. 13, at the Mary Queen of Heaven 
Gym starting with dinner served at 6 
p.m., followed by the regular monthly 
meeting and distribution of gifts.  You 
are invited to participate in the gift 
exchange of a wrapped gift valued 
at not more than $10 (and not gender 
specific). Those who bring a gift will 
receive a gift. 

The Lodge also approved the pur-
chase of two gift cards to be used as 
gifts as well. During and following 
the gift exchange, everyone will be 
welcome to continue enjoying the 
holiday treats.  

In regards to the potluck dinner, 
please contact Sis. Mary Donovan to 
indicate what dish you will bring to 
enhance our holiday meal. We don’t 
want six dishes of pork and beans 
(musical food) that would cause air 
pollution – just joking. But seriously, 
contact Sis. Donovan who has agreed 
to coordinate the food preparation.

A conversation took place con-
cerning the upcoming SNPJ Verbick 
Memorial Bowling Tournament that 
has been scheduled for Saturday, 
Jan. 19, 2019, at Lucky Lanes, 51st 
and W. Howard Ave. in Milwaukee. 
Members of SNPJ, KSKJ, CFU and 
SLOGA are eligible to participate. 
Teams will consist of three members 
from one of the listed organizations, 
and can have two non-members on 
the team. The entry fee for this event 
is $85 per team.  

Sis. Mary Donovan will be han-
dling this tournament, as she has for 
quite a few years. Please contact Sis. 
Donovan at (414) 405-0532 for entry 
forms and information. The entry 
deadline is Jan. 11, 2019. Entry fees 
must be submitted with your entry 
form. Bowlers are asked to arrive at 
Lucky Lanes 15 minutes prior to the 
start of bowling.

There were no Lodge birthday 
members in attendance this month to 
celebrate, and the attendance award 
was won by Bro. Jeff Mlaker. With no 
further business to discuss, a motion 
was made, seconded and passed to 
adjourn the meeting.  

Coffee, desserts and turkey 

sandwiches were available to enjoy 
during the social time that followed 
the adjournment. The next Badger 
Lodge 584 meeting will be held 
Thursday, Dec. 13. Remember, this 
meeting starts earlier, at 6 p.m., with 
the potluck dinner.

My wife, Amalie, and I had the 
privilege of attending a wonderful 
evening with a large group of Slove-
nians. Slovenian Union of America 
Branch #43 sponsored a fun-filled 
event at the Root River Center in 
Franklin, Wis., on Nov. 10: Marti-
novanje, the Slovenian St. Martin 
holiday, to celebrate and bless the 
“best wine.”  A large, friendly and 
fun-loving group was on hand to 
welcome and celebrate this special 
Slovenian occasion.  

The evening started with wel-
coming remarks from Helen Frohna, 
a member of the SUA committee, 
followed by a buffet meal accom-
panied by the delightful Slovenian 
music of Zadnja Kaplja (Last Drop)
from Illinois. The band was an ab-
solutely magnificent compliment to 
these festivities.  

The evening progressed with 
dancing, additional singing of Slo-

venian songs by Zadnja Kaplja and, 
of course, the ability to move around 
the hall and socialize with friends 
old and new.

It was so nice to see and socialize 
with many friends whom I hadn’t 
seen in a while. Sis. Rose Chepeck, 
93 years young, is one in particular 
I was pleased to see since I hadn’t 
seen her due to her illness. It sure 
was good to see her doing so well. 

It wasn’t long before the tables 
were all served dessert consisting of 
potica and apple strudel. Need more 
dessert?  The buffet table was reset 
with all kinds of goodies: cookies, 
potica, apple strudel, cheesecakes, 
noodle strudel and much more. A 
50/50 drawing was won by two lucky 
guests, and bottles of Slovenian 
wines were also raffled off.  

This certainly was a well-orga-
nized and executed event by the 
committee. I wish I had all of their 
names to mention; however, I do 
not, so in fear of forgetting some 
well-deserved accolades, I’d bet-
ter just express kudos and thanks 
to all the hard-working committee 
members needed to accomplish such 
a tremendously successful activity.

Hodge Podge 
from the 

Reveliers Lodge
by CHRIS PETUKAUSKAS

Lodge 33 Secretary

AMBRIDGE, Pa. — Greetings to all 
of our readers in SNPJ land! I hope this 
finds you well, and that you’re finding 
time in your schedule for family, friend-
ship and fun.

Time is flying by. One season moves 
into another and here we are, with the 
close of 2018 right around the corner. 
Each day is a gift to treasure, and I hope 
your Thanksgiving was joyful and blessed 

with love.
Now we’re hearing silver bells ringing 

during this season of carols, shopping, 
merriment and the arrival of the white-
bearded man in the red suit. Yes, it’s hard 
to believe it’s Christmas.

The Lodge 33 annual Christmas party 
will be held at a new venue this year. 
We will be celebrating at Imperial, Pa., 
Lodge 106. We will again be joined by 
Aliquippa, Pa., Lodge 721 to get in gear 
for the holidays.

The date of our party is Sunday, Dec. 
9, and we will begin the jollity at 3 p.m. 
There will be a scrumptious dinner buffet, 
and a cash bar will be available. Of course, 
as with any good party, there will be 
button box music for added pleasure. We 
can assure that you’ll have a great time!

Lodge 33 members should contact 
President David Pendel at (412) 716-9644 
or ipendel@msn.com to RSVP. We need 

an accurate count for dinner. We look for-
ward to spending the afternoon with you.

We’d like to acknowledge and thank 
our friends at Lodge 106 for the use of 
their beautiful facility. We look forward 
to celebrating in style this year.

Lodge 33 would also like to welcome 
our newest member, Annetta Kerzan 
Bene. If you’re ever in the area, Annetta, 
we’d love to see you at an SNPJ event!

Well wishes are sent to any of our 
members who are under the weather. 
You’re always in our thoughts and prayers. 
Keep a smile on your face and a polka 
in your heart.

“The past cannot be changed; the 
future is yet in your power.”

Merry Christmas to all of you, with 
warm wishes of good health and peace in 
your hearts. May 2019 bring you content-
ment, and remember to be grateful for all 
of the gifts you receive each day.

by JERRY TROHA    
Lodge 581 Secretary/Treasurer

ST. MARYS, Pa. — Lodge 
581 welcomes our newest 
youth members, Jackson 
Gray Alligood of Kane, Pa., 
and Harper Jane Hornberger 
of Butler, Pa. These newest 
members of our Lodge are 
great-grandchildren of John 
and Lodge 581 Vice President 
Pat Moore of Kane, Pa.

The joint SNPJ Lodge 581 
and Slovenian Polka Booster 
Christmas party will be 
held Sunday, Dec. 16, at the 
Johnsonburg, Pa., fire hall 
featuring the Rex Taneri Band 
from Canfield, Ohio. Santa 
will be cooking a hot meal 
with several entrees that will 

be served at 4 p.m. Everyone 
looks forward to the dessert 
table since guests bring their 
favorite desserts to share. A 
jam session is scheduled after 
dinner.

Lodge 581 president Mar-
cia Klancer and her husband, 
Don, are visiting relatives and 
friends in Mirna, Slovenia. 
During their stay, they plan 
to do a presentation at the 
Mirna Library focused on 
immigrants from the Mirna 
Valley to St. Marys, Pa. Their 
talk will be translated into 
Slovenian by Lea Udovc.  The 
Bleggis will write an article 
for PROSVETA about their 
presentation.

John Fycyk and his friend 

Evelyn McGuire from the 
Leechburg, Pa., area paid a 
visit to our November dance.  
They joined us after they heard 
Big Moose of the WOWQ 
Polka Party on 102.1 FM in 
DuBois, Pa., advertise our 
event. It was nice to visit with 
you folks.

Congratulations to Bill 
and Justine (Garbic) McCaf-
ferty of St. Marys who are 
celebrating their 60th wedding 
anniversary.

The next Lodge 581 meet-
ing will be held at the St. 
Marys Moose Club on Jan. 6, 
2019, beginning at 12:30 p.m. 
A dance will follow at 2 p.m.

The next North Central 
Pennsylvania Slovenian Polka 

Boosters dance is scheduled 
Sunday, Dec. 2, from 2 to 5 
p.m. featuring Larry Lewicki 
from Olean, N.Y., at the 
Wildwoods Bar and Grill  in 
St. Marys.

For additional informa-
tion on NCP Slovenian Polka 
Boosters events, contact Pat 
Moore by calling (814) 837-
9218 or e-mailing moorski@
verizon.net. For additional 
information on SNPJ Lodge 
581, contact Jerry Troha by 
calling (814) 781-6978 or e-
mailing jerometroha@gmail.
com.  Find us on Facebook at 
St. Marys SNPJ Lodge 581.  

Come to Elk County and 
see the only wild elk herd in 
Pennsylvania in Benezette.

St. Marys Lodge 581 sharing the holidays with 
the North Central Pennsylvania Polka Boosters

DETROIT — SNPJ Lodge 677 member Sis. Antoinette 
Blazic has outlived her life insurance policy.

Sis. Blazic was born in Franklin, Kan., on Nov. 8, 1917, to 
John Folker and Mary (Bernick) Folker. She was the young-
est of 10 surviving children. Her father immigrated to the 
U.S. in 1904 and her mother followed with five children in 
1907. She graduated from Arma High School, Arma, Kan.

Antoinette married Ernest Blazic (1910-1996) in Lamar, 
Mo., on May 10, 1937. They eventually settled in War-
ren, Mich., where Ernest worked in the auto industry and 
Antoinette worked in the home. Their union produced two 
children. Son Ernie lives in Yorba Linda, Calif., and daughter 
Josephine lives in Shelby Township, Mich. Antoinette is also 
the grandmother of Ernest, Denise, Randy, Steven, Anton 
and Adam; great-grandmother of Matthew, Paige, Sarah, 
Laura, Emmy, Beatrice, Olivia, Abigail, Eleanor and Lucy; 
and great- great-grandmother of Eleanor.

Sis. Blazic has always been proud of her Slovenian heri-
tage and has enjoyed SNPJ functions in the Detroit area. In 
October 2018, she attended the Grape Dance with friends 
from the Lodge.

Antoinette now resides in Bellbrook Assisted Living 
in Rochester, Mich., and enjoys visiting with old friends. 

On behalf of the members of Lodge 677 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we extend best wishes for continued 
health and happiness to Sis. Blazic.

Kansas 
native 
a proud 
Slovenian 
and SNPJ 
member Sis. ANTOINETTE BLAZIC (677)

Outlived Members
best wishes to our
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2018 SNPJ Fall Classic Bowling Tournament Results
Tournament rolled Oct. 13-14, hosted by Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106
Men’s Doubles Event   
Team lodge Score Prize
*Ja. Cadez/J. Duval 138 1,404 $118
**D. Belfiore/S. Sutton 138 1,467 $118
L. Teyssier/M. Blake 6 1,363 $60
G. Gottschalk/T. Zupancic 6 1,349 $52
Jam. Evanish/C. Wolff 715/6 1,348 $46
E. Valencic/B. Krek 138/6 1,299 $40

Men’s Singles Event   
Name lodge Score Prize
*S. Sutton 138 720 $75
**L. Teyssier 6 721 $75
J. Grabiak 138 686 $45
J. Salizzoni 6 681 $30
T. Zupancic 6 678 $27

B. Krek 138 667 $26
R. Godish 138 665 $25
G. Gottschalk 6 664 $24
N. Robb 6 660 $23
Ja. Cadez 138 651 $22
M. Blake 6 650 $21
J. McNurlen 138 640 $20
D. Burt 138 640 $20

Men’s Team Event   
Team lodge Score Prize
*McNurlen’s Team 138 2,496 $120
**A.J.’s Team 6 2,814 $120
Wackos 6 2,677 $80
Godish Pro Shop 138 2,636 $80

Name lodge Score Prize Team lodge Score Prize
Martay’s Partay 6 2,489 $60

Men’s All-Events   
Name lodge Score Prize
*S. Sutton 138 2,037 $45
**G. Gottschalk 6 2,124 $45
J. McNurlen 138 2,122 $25
M. Blake 6 2,057 $20

women’s Doubles Event   
Team lodge Score Prize
*M. Graff/K. Almo 138 1,086 $64
**R. Pelino/M. Cummings 6 1,292 $64

women’s Singles Event   
Name lodge Score Prize
*P. Smith 6 542 $45
**K. Teyssier 6 663 $45
M. Cummings 6 642 $30
K. McNeill 106 619 $20

women’s Team Event   
Team lodge Score Prize
*Shut Up & Suck It 138 2,062 $76
**Superstars 6 2,588 $76

women’s All-Events   
Name lodge Score Prize
*K. Almo 138 1,614 $20
**P. Evanish 715 1,968 $20
*Indicates Actual Champion/**Indicates Handicap Champion

by MELANIE MATIASEK
Lodge 559 Secretary/Treasurer

CHICAGO — Lodge 559 
members held their last meet-
ing of the year on Nov. 9 and 
elected our new officers for the 
coming year. Congratulations 
to President and Recording 
Secretary Kaitlyn Chiappetta, 
Vice President and Sergeant-
at-Arms Geri Matiasek, and 
Secretary/Treasurer Melanie 
Matiasek. Our auditors will be 
Mike Vidmar, Jean Cherway 
and Geri Matiasek.  

During this meeting we held 
a toy drive to collect gifts for 
Sis. Geri Matiasek to deliver 
to the American Legion Post 
located in LaGrange, Ill. A nice 
collection was brought in by all 
of our members, and we thank 
them for their generosity to this 
worthy cause! It was also great 
to see Grace Doerk attending 
our meeting again with her son, 
Ed Doerk.

We would like to thank the 
Chicago Federation for the 

Christmas party held Dec. 1 
which was again open to all 
members to attend.

We have made our plans 
for the new year, and the most 
important news is that our 2019 
meetings will now be held at 
the Slovene Cultural Center 
located at 14252 Main St. in 
Lemont, Ill. We have also 
changed our meeting dates to 
Sundays instead of Fridays in 
hopes that more of our mem-
bers will be able to attend. 
The scheduled meeting dates 
in 2019 are March 10, June 2, 
Sept. 8 and Nov. 17.

All meetings will start with 
lunch served in the main hall 
at noon. We will conduct our 
meetings in the library imme-
diately following lunch. Our 
meetings are always followed 
by socializing with fellow 
Lodge members. We hope to 
have more members join us at 
the meetings in 2019.   

For our first meeting, on 
March 10, we plan to hold a 

food drive for a local church. 
All members attending are 
asked to bring a non-perish-
able food donation which will 
be taken to a local church as 
a donation from our Lodge. 
We will plan a second food 
drive for the June 2 meeting 
as well. 

In the event that a member is 
unable to attend these meetings 

but would like to contribute to 
the food drives, they may send 
a monetary donation to Secre-
tary Melanie Matiasek, 1020 
W. 55th Place, Countryside, 
IL 60525. We will be happy 
to make a purchase with their 
donations.

We wish everyone a merry 
Christmas and a happy, healthy 
and prosperous 2019!

During their final meeting of 2018, Lodge 559 members hosted
a toy drive to benefit the American Legion Post in LaGrange, Ill.

A change in meeting location, day for Lodge 559

by DANIELLA VOLPE
Lodge 158

EUCLID, Ohio — Hello, all, and happy 
holidays from the Lodge 158 Loyalites! 
We hope all your Christmas shopping and 
planning is commencing without a hitch. 
As the big day approaches we want to 
celebrate a few other things, such as the 
52 new Lodge members that we received 
after the Barberton, Ohio, Lodge dissolved. 
So welcome to all! 

Something else that can always be cel-
ebrated is birthdays, belated or otherwise. 
We send birthday wishes to Diane Horabik 
(Nov. 15), Colleen Frank (Nov. 28), Jan 
Smrdel (Dec. 25), and Dave Srnovrsnik 
(Dec. 31).

A bunch of Loyalites members have 
been busy beavers, even attending a 
comedy night hosted by the Western Pa. 
Federation of Lodges on Nov. 3. We love 
when our members support fellow Lodges. 

Another Loyalite who has been busy 
is none other than the Chicago Bears 
quarterback, Mitchell Trubisky. Mitch 
has been having a great season so far, 
throwing for a whopping 2,304 yards and 
19 touchdowns this season. Keep up the 

good work!
Now we hope that you all will help sup-

port us by coming to our annual Christmas 
party on Dec. 9. The party will be held 
from 1 to 5 p.m. in the lower hall at Recher 
Hall in Euclid. Admission is $8 for adult 
members; $10 for non-members. Songs 
will be sung, crafts will be made, and at 
2:30, jolly old St. Nick is set to make an 
appearance, as will Santa’s critter-loving 
friend Jungle Terry at 4. We hope to see 
you there!

I would like to take this opportunity to 
acknowledge someone who has done so 
much for our Lodge over the years. Pat 
Nevar is a longtime SNPJ member, and 
likely our Lodge’s longest serving presi-
dent. If you’ve ever met her, you’ll never 
forget her: she has a personality and smile 
that lights up every room she steps into. 

As many of you remember, Pat lost her 
other half, Fred, earlier this year. When 
they met, they were simply a Pittsburgh 
gal and a Cleveland guy who happened 
to meet at the SNPJ Recreation Center 
in Enon Valley, Pa., when Pat’s friends 
dragged her out there for a weekend of 
fun. Soon enough they would become 

Fred and Pat, and they were inseparable. 
After that, Pat became heavily involved 
in anything and everything SNPJ, as well 
as at the Slovenian Workmen’s Home in 
Cleveland. You could always find her 
in the kitchen or selling tickets, but she 
always did it with a smile – and for that, 
we are all eternally grateful. 

Now that Fred has passed, Pat has 
decided to spend time with family, more 
specifically, with her daughter in Braden-
ton, Fla. So while she will be missed, we 
wish her all the best as she starts a new 
journey down south. We just hope you 
have a spare room and welcome visitors 
because there a lot of people up here in 
Ohio who are going to want to come visit! 

Thank you, Pat, for all of your hard 
work and dedication over the years. You 
will be greatly missed.

The Loyalites annual meeting will be 
held right after our regularly scheduled 
meeting on Thursday, Dec. 13, starting at 
7 p.m. We hope to see a lot of faces there 
as we elect new officers. 

And as always, we send our thoughts 
and prayers to our ailing members and 
their families during these difficult times. 

Loyalites Lodge ready to celebrate in December

Head to Imperial Lodge 106 this holiday season
by KEVIN RICHARDS

Lodge 106

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Holiday 
greetings from SNPJ Lodge 
106 in Imperial! 

We’ll be playing bar bingo 
on the first and third Thursdays 
of December. Special early 
bird games start at 6:30 p.m., 
the first regular game starts at 
7, and we play until around 9. 
The Lodge 106 kitchen is open 
during bar bingo.

Stop by the club on the first 
Tuesday of each month to see 
bartender Shari and enjoy an 
evening of free jukebox.

Euchre tournaments will 
be played in the Lodge 106 
clubroom on Sunday, Dec. 9, 
and Sunday, Dec. 23, starting 
at 2 p.m. The tournament entry 
fee is $10 and a food buffet will 
be available.

The Lodge 106 children’s 
Christmas party is scheduled 
for Sunday, Dec. 16, in the 
Imperial Room at Lodge 106 
from 1 to 3 p.m. Food, games, 
music and a visit from old Saint 
Nick are on the party agenda.

The Lodge 106 adult Christ-

mas party will be held Satur-
day, Dec. 22, offering food 
and prizes. Brother Rick and 
the Doo-Wop All Stars will 
be providing the entertainment 
during dinner, and a DJ will 
play dance music later in the 
evening.

Come celebrate New Year’s 
Eve in the Imperial Room at 
Lodge 106 from 8 p.m. until 
1 a.m. Tickets are available 
for $15 per person and can be 
purchased in the Lodge 106 
clubroom during regular busi-
ness hours, or you can pay at 
the door. Entertainment will 
be provided by Guys Without 
Ties, a popular dance band 
from the Youngstown, Ohio, 
area. 

For New Year’s Eve, the 
Lodge 106 kitchen will be of-
fering a pork and sauerkraut 
dinner special and Ray’s fa-
mous klobase sandwiches for 
purchase, and there will be a 
cash bar. This party will be held 
in the Imperial Room at Lodge 
106, so it is open to the public. 

A block of rooms are be-
ing held at the Fairfield Inn 

and Suites in Robinson Twp. 
Rooms are priced at $89 per 
night plus tax and can be 
reserved by phoning (412) 
859-9070 by Dec. 1. Be sure 
to mention “SNPJ Lodge 106” 
when making your reservation. 

Keep track of all the ac-
tivities going on at Lodge 106 
by visiting the “Upcoming 
Events” page on our website, 
www.snpjimperialpa.com, or 
by following SNPJ Lodge 106 
on Facebook.

ANNOUNCE IT

Centennial celebration 
for Honorary Member
LA SALLE, Ill. — 
Mary Rudzinski, an 
Honorary (outlived) 
Member of SNPJ Lodge 
2, celebrated her 100th 
birthday with an open 
house on Oct. 14.

Sis. Rudzinski was 
born Oct. 17, 1918, in 
Oglesby, Ill., to Joseph 
and Mary Barbic. She 
was em ployed at West-
clox for 23 years, where 
she excelled in the com-
pany bowling league. 
She met her hus band, 
John, at Pla-Mor Bowl-
ing Alley, La Salle, and 
they were married on 
April 19, 1958, in St. 
Roch’s Church. The cou ple had one son, Roger.

Mary loved to dance and enjoyed many polka dances at 
the Slovenian Dom in La Salle. She is a lifelong mem ber 
of the Society, outliving her SNPJ policy in March 2015, 
and attends Oglesby Holy Family Church.

Birthday cards can be sent to Mary Rudzinski, 508 N. 
Kenosha, Oglesby, IL 61348.

Sis. MARY RUDZINSKI, an 
Honorary Member of SNPJ 
Lodge 2, celebrated her 100th 
birthday in October.

by PAULINE BARBISH
Lodge 53 President

CLEVELAND — Lodge 53 
activities for this past year 
started with our annual sum-
mer picnic, held Sunday, July 
29. The weather cooperated 
that day, and it was very pleas-
ant. To say the least, we were 
extremely pleased with the 
attendance.

The Jeff Pecon Orchestra 
was great, and the food line 
was non-stop – the entrees 
served that day were cabbage 
rolls and roast pork and gravy; 
everything sold out. Appetites 
were in high gear that day!

Three of our 10 honorees 
who reached various member-
ship milestones in 2018 were 
recognized that afternoon: 
60-year member Antoinette 
Ipavec, and 50-year members 
Maxine Milosovich and Caro-
line Pratt. Kudos to them! All 
in all, it was a good day and a 
great picnic. Thank you to all 
who attended.

Oh, I can’t forget our 
Lodge members and friends 
who helped in the kitchen: 
the ladies, Martha, Pauline, 
Anne, Pat, Dorothy, Ronni, 
Karina and Mitzie; and our 

men, Sam, Mark, Derrick and 
Dean. Hvala vsi. For their help, 
an appreciation dinner was 
held Oct. 18 at Hellriegel’s. It 
was an enjoyable afternoon of 
camaraderie.

In the spirit of love and 
giving, some of our Lodge 
members donated their time 
once a month in August, Sep-
tember and October to help the 
residents of the Slovene Home 
for the Aged play bingo in the 
afternoon. How about you? 
Are you interested and willing 
to help? If so, call Martha at 
(440) 884-5043 or Pauline at 
(440) 944-9139.

Here’s another thing to 
think about: How about get-
ting actively involved within 
the Lodge so we can sponsor 
more events?

Well, that’s about it for 
2018. I’ll close with these 
holiday wishes: A belated 
happy Thanksgiving; merry 
and meaningful Christmas 
blessings; and happy, healthy 
and prosperous New Year 
2019 from the officers of V-Boj 
Lodge 53 – Pauline, Martha, 
Pat, Jake and Anne – to all 
Lodge 53 members, and all 
SNPJ members and friends.

[Standing] 60-year member ANTOINETTE IPAVEC [center], 
flanked by 50-year members MAXINE MIlOSOVICH [left] 
and CAROlINE PRATT [right] (pictured with Lodge 53 
Secretary MARTHA MEGlICH and President PAUlINE 
BARBISH [seated]) were recognized at the Lodge 53 picnic.

The close of an active
year for V-Boj Lodge 53

Looking for information on your 
SNPJ life insurance and annuity 
policies? Pay a visit to snpj.org, 
click the “PolicyView login” link 
and follow the step-by-step instructions.

at your fingertips
information

29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

1-800-843-7675

If your coverage is over 5 years old
contact SNPJ for a policy review.

!
Important figures to consider...
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FOOTBALL (#1118) solution

Bro. Raymond E. Perko
• Lodge 106 •

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 106 sadly 
report the Sept. 24, 2018, 
passing of Bro. Raymond 
E. Perko, 87, of Rivesville, 
W.Va., in his residence. He 
was a 69-year SNPJ member.

Bro. Perko was born Oct. 
18, 1930, in Santiago, Pa., a 
son of the late Albert Perko 
and Isabella Andreini Perko. 
He was a U.S. Army veteran, 
having served during the 
Korean War, and was retired 
from Jones & Laughlin Steel 
where he had worked for 
many years.

He was the first inductee 
in the West Allegheny High 
School Hall of Fame for 
baseball, and he also played 
minor league baseball.

Surviving are his wife, 
Ruth Seifert Perko, to whom 
he had been married for 64 
years; a son, John Perko of 
Pittsburgh; four daughters, 
Frances (Ronald) Henderson 
of Claysville, Pa., Lee Ann 
Perko of Santiago, Rebecca 
(Dick) Laxton of Grant Town, 
W.Va.,  and Ruth (Ken) 
Scott of Follansbee, W.Va.; 
two brothers, John Perko of 
McDonald, Pa., and Donald 
Perko of Moon Twp., Pa.; 
five grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren.

Services for Bro. Perko 
were held Sept. 27 at Owen-
Neely Funeral Home, Blacks-
ville, W.Va., officiated by 
Evangelist Peter Ray Cole.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 106 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Bro. 
Perko’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. William C. Weber
• Lodge A01 •

SEWICKLEY, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge A01 sadly 
report the Sept. 28, 2018, pass-
ing of Bro. William C. “Bill” 
Weber, 81, of Burgettstown, 
Pa., in his home.

Bro. Weber was born Aug. 
13, 1937, a son of the late John 
and Anna DeLuca Weber. He 
retired from Pittsburgh Operat-
ing Engineers Local 66, where 
he was a heavy equipment 
operator.

An avid outdoorsman, he 
enjoyed gardening, spending 
time at his camp in Andover, 
Ohio, and sharing the company 
of his many friends.

In addition to his SNPJ 
membership, he was also a 
member of Joffre Owls Club 
Nest 1294, Burgettstown 
American Legion and Italian 
Club, Slovan Polish Club, 

Atlasburg Veterans of For-
eign Wars, Cherry Valley 
Sportsman’s Club, Midway 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
and Pymatuming Sportsman’s 
Association.

His wife, Mary Ervin We-
ber, whom he married in 1967, 
preceded him in death on Dec. 
4, 2015.

Surviving are a daughter, 
Belinda (Richard) Coperich 
of Wellsburg, W.Va.; a son, 
Lawrence “Bucky” Weber 
of Burgettstown; two grand-
daughters, Bandrea Weber 
(Derric) Stankus of Bulger, 
Pa., and Jessica Weber of 
Burgettstown; his dear friend 
and “adopted daughter” Sandy 
(Richard) Kosol; and several 
nieces and nephews.

Deceased, in addition to his 
parents and wife, are a son, 
John Weber; two brothers, John 
and Lawrence Weber; and a 
sister, Lucille Cook.

A blessing service and 
interment for Bro. Weber was 
held Oct. 2 in Holy Angels 
Mausoleum Chapel of Resur-
rection Catholic Cemetery, 
Moon Twp., Pa., officiated by 
the Rev. Ben Vaghetto.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge A01 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Weber’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Pamela A. Trinnes
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
announce the Sept. 29, 2018, 
passing of Sis. Pamela A. 
Trinnes, 71, of Bridgeville, 
Pa., in St. Clair Hospital, Mt. 
Lebanon, Pa.

Sis. Trinnes was born Oct. 
30, 1946, in Canonsburg, Pa., a 
daughter of the late August and 
Mildred Verchek Podboy. She 
was a teacher for 30 years with 
South Fayette School District, 
where she taught English and 
literature.

A 53-year SNPJ member, 
she had a variety of passions 
and interests, including reading 
and serving as secretary of the 
house committee for Lodge 
138. She was also a member 
of the Lodge 138 balina and 
bowling leagues.

Surviving are a sister, Mary 
(Bill) Kirby of Canonsburg; a 
brother, David (Mary Jane) 
Podboy of New Cumberland, 
Pa.; a niece, Ashley Paul (fi-
ancé Nathan) of Canonsburg; 
a brother-in-law, Albert Paul 
of Canonsburg; and numerous 
cousins, relatives and friends.

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by 
a sister, Cynthia Paul.

A memorial celebration of 

Sis. Trinnes’ life was held Oct. 
27 at the SNPJ Lodge 138 Hall 
in Strabane.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Trinnes’ family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Margaret R. Bartoletti
• Lodge 120 •

GALLUP, N.M. — The Bar-
toletti family and the members 
of Lodge 120 sadly report 
the Oct. 1, 2018, passing of 
Sis. Margaret Rose “Marge” 
(Svesko) Bartoletti, 79, of El 
Paso, Texas.

Sis. Bartoletti was born in 
Youngstown, Ohio, on April 
3, 1939, to Marriana Kuhmer 
Svesko of Mirna Peč, Slovenia, 
and Joseph Svesko of Zagreb, 
Croatia.

Marge graduated from Ursu-
line High School, Youngstown. 
During her high school years 
she was an active singer in the 
Sts. Peter and Paul Croatian 
Catholic Church choir. She 
received her nursing degree 
from Saint Elizabeth Hospital 
School of Nursing in 1960 and 
worked as a nurse for 18 years. 
She was also very active with 
the Girard, Ohio, Slovenian 
Home Singing Group.

In 1978 Sis. Bartoletti 
moved to El Paso when her 
husband was transferred by 
the Packard Electric Division 
of GM to work in their Mexi-
can maquiladora component 
plants. She quickly became 
involved in nursing and com-
munity support activities, 
including her service as direc-
tor of the Safe Communities 
War on Drugs function for 
the 12 years leading up to her 
retirement. During this time 
period, Marge brought about 
significant changes and im-
provements in how students 
were educated about drugs, 
alcohol abuse, etc. A major 
three-year effort of hers to re-
duce/prevent alcohol, drug and 
sexual abuse of young people 
resulted in a new curfew, still in 
place today, at all El Paso entry 
points into Mexico: those under 
age 18 cannot enter Mexico if 
not escorted by an adult family 
member Thursday-Saturday 
after 6 p.m.

In 2006, Sis. Bartoletti re-
ceived the El Paso Woman of 
the Year Award from the El 
Paso Commission of Women 
(EPCW) Hall of Fame Council. 
She frequently hosted the State 
Department’s NCIV functions 
and entertained international 
visitors at her home. These 
contacts gave her the oppor-
tunity to spend one month in 
both China and Japan. Her 

childhood dream of dancing 
the Viennese waltz to celebrate 
New Year’s Eve at the castle 
in Vienna, Austria, came true 
in 2001.

God saw that Marge was 
getting tired and there was 
no cure. While out for their 
morning walk, she gave her 
husband a big hug and died 
in his arms, arriving directly 
in heaven to assume her new 
role as an active angel, as she 
had been here on earth.

Sis. Bartoletti is survived 
by her sons, Michael Shut-
tic and William Shuttic; her 
granddaughter, Emma Grace 
Shuttic; her husband, Serene 
A. Bartoletti; and two brothers, 
Joseph and Edward Svesko.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 120 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Bartoletti’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

Bro. Joseph Sladick
• Lodge 106 •

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 106 sadly 
report a second recent loss 
with the Nov. 9, 2018, passing 
of Bro. Joseph Sladick, 82, of 
Imperial, North Fayette Twp., 
in his home.

Bro. Sladick was born Dec. 
31, 1935, in Imperial, a son 
of the late Louis and Pauline 
Trusnovic Sladick. A U.S. 
Army veteran, he retired from 
RB&W-Coraopolis Steel.

Joe served Lodge 106 as 
secretary from 1982-2001, and 
as vice president from 2001 
until his passing. He enjoyed 
playing cards and golfing.

Surviving are his sons, 
Joseph S. (Theresa) Sladick of 
New York and Dean S. Sladick 
of Imperial, and many nieces 
and nephews. He was preceded 
in death by his wife, Amandina 
Prosperi Sladick, in 2009; a 
son, David Sladick, in 1990; 
two brothers, Louis and Robert 
Sladick; and a sister, Francine.

A blessing service for Bro. 
Sladick was held Nov. 13 at 
Thomas-Little Funeral Ser-
vice, Inc., Imperial. Interment 

Always in our thoughts

Frank Joseph Vidergar
March 15, 1935 – Dec. 27, 2007

Eleven years have passed
since you left us.

Mary Lou
Frank Jr., Gretchen, Anna & Ivan

Lisa, Keith & Mia

We will always love you.

May they always rest in peace.
Sadly missed by Mary Lou (Lipovec) Vidergar; 

Frank, Gretchen, Anna & Ivan Vidergar;
Keith, Lisa (Vidergar) & Mia Lucas.

Frank J. Vidergar
Louis LipoVec

Mary LipoVec gLad
MichaeL gLad

Remembering our dear ones 
during this holiday season and always...

Frank & Mary Vidergar and edith

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO

DEATHS REPORTED
For the month of September 2018
   DATE OF
lODGE NAME DEATH CITY-STATE
 A02 Philip F. Bummer 08-13-2018 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 5 Betty A. Walters 07-28-2018 Willowick, Ohio
 6 Marcella L. Pozzi 06-29-2018 Cecil, Pa.
 6 Hilda K. Dominici 07-26-2018 Clairton, Pa.
 6 Donald L. Dolde 08-04-2018 Bridgeville, Pa.
 8 Dorothea E. Lasch 03-16-2018 Lemont, Ill.
 33 Caroline Kejas 08-25-2018 Gibsonia, Pa.
 41 Rita T. Thaner 08-10-2018 The Villages, Fla.
 87 John A. Coban 01-22-2015 Irwin, Pa.
 87 Frances M. Shink 08-26-2018 West Newton, Pa.
 106 John R. Sloan 08-28-2018 Oakdale, Pa.
 106 Rose M. Scumaci 08-31-2018 Oakdale, Pa.
 113 Paul L. Tempfer 08-20-2018 Price, Utah
 126 Rudolph J. Abramovich 06-23-2018 Aurora, Ohio
 158 Margaret Hocevar 08-11-2018 Mentor, Ohio
 158 Charles H. Bender Jr. 08-04-2018 Deland, Fla.
 207 Ludwig J. Rigler 12-05-2017 East Helena, Mont.
 218 Albert J. Loushin 06-28-2018 Carbondale, Colo.
 223 Mary B. Putorek 09-10-2018 Duncansville, Pa.
 225 Kathleen M. Cerne 05-05-2018 Frontenac, Kan.
 254 Patrick E. Stephens 08-14-2018 Johnstown, Pa.
 559 William E. Arbanas 04-05-2018 Mesa, Ariz.
 581 Anne Robuck 07-29-2017 Johnsonburg, Pa.
 584 Elizabeth L. Furno 06-08-2017 Mesa, Ariz.
 603 Rose I. Voje 08-08-2018 Lakeland, Fla.
 604 Elsie J. Piet 11-16-2015 Eastlake, Ohio
 614 Vivian M. Sullivan 08-16-2018 Highland Hts., Ohio
 629 Michael E. Vracar 08-13-2018 Debary, Fla.
 677 Lillian S. Verbanac 08-01-2018 Lanse, Mich.
 715 David V. Langus 06-23-2018 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 721 Dorothy Baron 07-30-2018 Monaca, Pa.
 776 Harold S. Kramer 09-10-2017 Fenelton, Pa.

followed in Resurrection Cem-
etery, Moon Twp., Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 106 and the Slovene 

National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Sladick’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

In loving memory of

Phil Martincic
Sept. 2, 1924 — Dec. 23, 1997

“What the heart has
once cherished can
never be forgotten.”

Missing you today and every day.
Your loving family - wife Alice; children Andrew & wife Linda,

and Christine & husband PJ; grandchildren Patrick, Sandy, Brendan,
Jason, Christopher & Alycia; and great-granchildren Patrick & Aiden.

Sis. MARGARET R. BARTOLETTI (120)
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Members celebrating 50, 60, 70 and 80 years with the Slovene National Benefit Society
by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President

Of the 2,000 life insurance companies and 
fraternal benefit societies operating in the 
U.S., less than 100 have been in existence 

as long as the SNPJ. As a not-for-profit fraternal 
benefit society, we have successfully provided life 
insurance to our members since 1904, along with a 
full package of social, athletic and cultural programs, 
scholarships, community service projects, and much 
more. SNPJ also offers annuities that can be used 
for IRAs and Roth IRAs.

Our more than 110 years of longevity and success 
have been made possible by the loyalty and dedica-
tion of our members. The SNPJ’s engine may have 
been built and its direction set by  its founders and 
subsequent leaders, but its path has been traveled, 
cleared and paved by our dedicated members.

As a way to show respect and appreciation to 
our longtime and loyal members, we recognize 

membership milestones with a custom gift. The 
years of membership are counted in terms of adult 
membership years, not including youth enrollment 
years. These milestones of recognition include 50, 
60, 70 and 80 years of adult membership.

We ask our Fraternal Honorees, once they have 
received their awards from the Society, to submit a 
short report on their past and present lifestyle, includ-
ing their Lodge affiliation, hobbies and any other 
information that might be of interest to our readers.

In acknowledging these dedicated members, it is 
our privilege to show respect for these honorees by 
offering our thanks and appreciation for the loyalty 
they have shown the SNPJ for so many years. In this 
small way, through our offical SNPJ publication, we 
can etch their names even deeper into the archives 
of the Slovene National Benefit Society.

On behalf of the entire membership, we extend 
our congratulations to those members reaching these 
anniversary milestones. 

Sis. HARRIET KERN
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Bro. FRANK BEVC
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. SOPHIE GIGlIOTTI
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Bro. SERENE BARTOlETTI
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Bro. FRANK BEVC
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. HARRIET KERN
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Bro. SERENE BARTOlETTI
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. SOPHIE GIGlIOTTI
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. ANN AUGUSTINE (614)

Sis. SOPHIE GIGLIOTTI (87)

Bro. FRANK BEVC (254)

Bro. SERENE BARTOLETTI (120)Bro. CLARENCE ZAITZ (559)

• Sixty-year SNPJ member Sis. 
MARYANN BEBAR was honored 
by the Society and Irwin, Pa., 
Lodge 41 for her longtime mem-
bership. Sis. Bebar writes:

“I recently received a special 
60-year pen and letter of con-
gratulations from the SNPJ Home 
Office. What a nice surprise!

“Thank you to National Presi-
dent Joseph Evanish, National 
Secretary Karen Pintar, National 
Treasurer Robert Lawrence and 
the Society for recognizing my 60 
years of membership. Yes, folks; 
I was one of the 16-year-old adult 
program members! I currently 
serve as Westmoreland County 
(Pa.) Federation president and 
yes, I miss Evanstown too.

“I’m still working for Kirk Truck-
ing in Delmont, Pa., while my hus-
band, Tom, runs the household! I 
suppose by now you’ve guessed 
that I’m 76. Wow, where did those 
years go?”

Sis. MARYANN BEBAR
Irwin, Pa., Lodge 41

Greensburg, PA

• Eighty-year SNPJ member Sis. 
MARY CHAGENOVICH was hon-
ored by the Society and Orange 
County, Calif., Lodge 786 for her 
longtime membership. Sis. Cha-
genovich writes:

“I appreciate receiving the 
beautiful blanket in honor of my 80-
year membership. I was enrolled 
into SNPJ as a small child by my 
father, Velo Chagenovich, who 
was very proud of the Society. He 
was a coal miner in Van Houten, 
N.M., and died of black lung.

“I retired when I was 65 years 
old. For two years after high school 
in Raton, N.M., I worked for two 
attorneys. I then worked 10 years 
for the U.S. Navy and 20 years for 
the Federal Correctional Institu-
tion, Terminal Island, and received 
many awards as an executive 
secretary at both jobs. 

“On Aug. 16, I celebrated my 
98th birthday. In my younger 
years I enjoyed dancing to the 
big bands, but somehow never 
met ‘Mr. Right.’ I currently live in 
San Pedro, Calif.; all of my family 
is here.”

Sis. MARY CHAGENOVICH
Orange County, Calif., Lodge 786

San Pedro, CA

• The Slovene National Benefit 
Society and Detroit Lodge 677 
recognized Sis. HARRIET KERN 
in 2017 for her 70 years of mem-
bership.

Sis. Kern was born in her family 
home in Detroit on Dec. 4, 1918, 
the daughter of Paul Lossin and 
Emma Kahler-Lossin. She had 
four siblings: Etta Schnell, Mar-
vin Lossin, Dolores Marten and 
Arnold Lossin. Dolores is her only 
surviving sibling, and she lives 
in Sterling Heights, Mich. Sadly, 
Harriet lost both of her brothers in 
World War II. Marvin was enlisted 
in the Navy and was killed in ac-
tion aboard the PT 509 on Aug. 
9, 1944. Arnold was enlisted in 
the Marine Corps and was killed 
on Iwo Jima on March 7, 1945. 

Both bodies returned home at the 
same time and were buried next 
to each other at the Gethsemane 
Cemetery in Detroit.

Harriet graduated from East 
Commerce High School in Michi-
gan in 1937 and then attended 
comptometer school. During high 
school she worked at a dime store, 
and after high school she worked 
in Hudson Department Store. Dur-
ing the war, she was in the payroll 
department for a Chrysler factory 
that built parts for bombers.

At that factory, Harriet met her 
husband, Frank Kern, a mechani-
cal engineer. They married on 
March 11, 1944. Frank retired 
from Rockwell International in 
1973, and passed away on May 
17, 1999.

Harriet and Frank had two 
children, Sharon Cope and Gerald 
Kern. Daughter Sharon lives in 
Camp Hill, Pa. She and her late 
husband, Alfred Cope, had three 
children, Alison Cope, Matthew 
Cope and Tina Potts, who has 
one son, Owen. Sharon retired 
from the Department of the State. 
Harriet’s son, Jerry, lives in New 
Castle, Pa., with his wife, Karen 
Shorts. Jerry is a retired Federal 
employee.

Sis. Kern was a member of 
Christ Lutheran Church. She 
stayed active with exercise, music, 
church and spending time with 
her family.

Editor’s Note: Sis. Harriet Kern 
passed away on Oct. 9, 2018. We 
extend our deepest sympathies to 
her entire family. 

• The Slovene National Benefit So-
ciety and Bon Air, Pa., Lodge 254 
recognized Bro. FRANK BEVC for 
his 50 years of membership. Bro. 
Bevc writes:

“I want to thank SNPJ for the 
pin and certificate marking my 50 
years with the Society. The years 
seem to have flown by. I remember 
attending youth Christmas parties 
at Lodge 254 and writing articles 
for The Voice of Youth.

“Growing up, there was a focus 
on family and work. I moved to 
Winter Springs, Fla., in 1983 for 
a long career with Westinghouse, 
and then I worked with Siemens 
prior to my retirement in 2014. My 
ties to SNPJ continued through 
PROSVETA, Slovenefest and 
events at the local SNPJ Lodge 
in Samsula, Fla.

“My grandparents had been 
SNPJ members since their arrival 
in the U.S. in 1908 and my parents 
continued the tradition for over 
60 years. The Society has been 
our way of keeping our Slovenian 
heritage alive. PROSVETA, in 
particular, has been an ‘always 
read’ publication in our home.

“Family continues to be the 
focus with our two daughters and 
three grandchildren, as well as 
keeping in contact with our cousins 
in Pennsylvania and Ohio. There 
were 11 children in my grand-
father’s generation; eight came 
to America and three remained 
in Slovenia. We have renewed 
ties with our second cousins in 

Slovenia and have been fortu-
nate enough to visit them in the 
Dolensjka-Mirna River Valley area 
several times. We were happy to 
have some of them attend our 
daughter’s wedding here in Florida 
in 2009. They were also able to 
meet with other American family 
members at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center.

“I look forward to many more 
years with SNPJ and extend all 
my best wishes and appreciation 
to the Society.”

Bro. FRANK BEVC
Bon Air, Pa., Lodge 254

Winter Springs, FL

• Sixty-year SNPJ member Bro. 
ClARENCE ZAITZ was honored 
by the Society and Chicago Lodge 
559 for his lifelong membership.

Bro. Zaitz, 88, was born in 
Forest City, Pa. His parents were 
Anton Zaitz and Jennie Drasler. 
The senior Zaitz was active in 
fraternal affairs and was elected to 
the Supreme Board of the SSPZ, 
where he worked on the merger 
with the SNPJ.

Clarence grew up in Chicago; 
Oakland, Calif.; and Rogue River, 
Oregon. During high school he was 
a frequent contributor to The Voice 
of Youth, and he wrote numerous 
articles for PROSVETA during 
his U.S. Army tour in Germany. 
When he returned, he worked as 
the associate editor of The Voice 
of Youth and the English section 
of PROSVETA.

Bro. Zaitz married Joanne 
Kness in Chicago, then moved 
to Oregon where they raised five 
children. He worked for numerous 
newspapers in Miami, Fla., and 
in Portland and Salem, Oregon, 
and later worked for wire services 
United Press International and 
Reuters.

After retiring, the Zaitzes 
purchased a weekly newspaper 
in Southern Oregon, and later 
a monthly senior publication. 
After their second retirement, 
the couple traveled extensively 
in the U.S. and abroad, much of 
which was done by travel trailer or 
motorhome. They not only visited 
every state, but criss-crossed 
nearly all of them as well. They still 
live in Rogue River and continue 
their travels.

Bro. ClARENCE ZAITZ
Chicago Lodge 559

Rogue River, OR

• Herminie, Pa., Lodge 87 and 
the SNPJ honored Sis. SOPHIE 
GIGlIOTTI for attaining 80 years 
of membership. Sis. Gigliotti’s 
daughter, Peggy Matas, writes:

“On behalf of my mother, I’d like 
to thank you so much for the very 
beautiful blanket. She loves it very 
much and uses it a lot, especially 
with the weather getting colder.

“My mother is now 97 years 
old and lives with my brother 
and sister-in-law, Ernie and Julie 
Gigliotti. She enjoys spending 
time with her four grandchildren, 

six great-grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews and their extended fami-
lies. She enjoys reading as much 
as she can, and especially looks 
forward to receiving her copy of 
PROSVETA.”

Sis. SOPHIE GIGlIOTTI
Herminie, Pa., Lodge 87

Pittsburgh, PA

• Sis. ANN AUGUSTINE, a mem-
ber of Cleveland Lodge 614, was 
recognized by the Society for her 
80-year membership. Sis. Augus-
tine writes:

“I want to thank the SNPJ for 
the custom blanket in honor of hav-
ing been a member of Cleveland 
Lodge 614 for 80 years.

“I was born and raised in 
Cleveland. After I married, I lived 
in Euclid, Ohio, where I raised four 
children, two boys and two girls. As 
a homemaker, I enjoyed cooking, 
baking and maintaining my home. 
I also enjoyed playing pinochle.”

Sis. ANN AUGUSTINE
Cleveland Lodge 614

Euclid, OH

• Bro. SERENE BARTOlETTI, a 
member of Gallup, N.M., Lodge 
120, was recognized by the So-
ciety for his 50-year membership. 
Bro. Bartoletti writes:

“I was born in Burgettstown, 
Pa., in 1941. I spent most of my 
childhood with my grandma, The-
resa Bogataj-Jeram. She and my 
grandpa, Anton Jeram, were from 
Slovenia. I developed language 
skills in my grandma’s dialect from 
her and her friends who were from 
the same region. My grandma, her 
friends, my parents and I attended 
as many Slovenian events as we 
could between Pittsburgh and 
Cleveland.

“I graduated from Penn State 
and went to work for North Ameri-
can Aviation in Los Angeles. Given 
my Slovenian dialect and my 
engineering experiences, I was 
given the unique opportunity to 
coordinate a two-year research 
project in Serbia, Yugoslavia. I 
accepted the project with the plan 
to fulfill my grandma’s dream of 
showing me where she grew up. 

When the project was over, my 
mom and grandma traveled over 
for six weeks.

“After returning to the U.S. 
from Yugoslavia, I went to work 
for the Packard Electric Division 
of General Motors in Warren, 
Ohio. Given my international 
experience and support network, 
I was assigned to the division’s 
maquiladora. I sold the house my 
dad and I built in Cortland, Ohio, 
and moved to El Paso, Texas. 
In 1991 the company became 
DELPHI International. I retired in 
2002 and have done management 
consulting ever since.

“My favorite hobbies are play-
ing button box (Tony Klepec has 
been my friend and instructor ever 
since I returned from Yugoslavia) 
and making wine, a family tradi-
tion. I also used to love dancing 
with my wife, the late Margaret 
Svesko-Bartoletti of Youngstown, 
Ohio. My dad, Sereno Bartoletti, 
made red wine from California 
grapes that came into Pittsburgh 
by train. His wine was bitter and 
sour, but my grandmother’s wine 
was sweet and delicious. She grew 
her own white grapes, and would 
sit under the grape arbor with her 
girlfriends, pulling the grapes from 
their stem one at a time.

 “I studied wine making as I 
grew up and am now the ‘techie’ 
in our club of seven partners. We 
process anywhere from four to 
eight tons of grapes each year.

“When I visit my Jeram fam-
ily back in Slovenia, I’m known 
as Sarin. During my first visit 
in 1968, my great uncle Franc 
Jeram pointed out the ‘1774’ on 
a foundation stone in the cellar, 
marking the year the house was 
built. The facility is now an excel-
lent bed and breakfast known as 
Želinc Tourist Farm. Two small 
rivers join together right below 
the home, forming one large river 
that empties into the Adriatic near 
Trieste. Every spring the home is 
filled with fishermen who come 
from all over Europe to catch the 
huge river salmon. 

“I still live in El Paso where I 
continue do consulting when the 
opportunity arises, and still enjoy 
making wine.”

Bro. SERENE BARTOlETTI
Gallup, N.M., Lodge 120

El Paso, TX

Sis. MARY CHAGENOVICH (786)
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50-Year Members
December 2018
 lodge Member
 A02 Charles R. Docherty
 2 William D. Shoup
 5 Kathleen Neibecker
 8 Frederick M. Chadesh
 33 Paul Smolinsky
 33 Peter Smolinsky
 33 Marie E. Knafelc
 34 Carol W. Divine
 87 William J. Stajnrajh
 87 Janice Emert
 120 Dorothy J. Hansen
 138 Linda R. Robinson
 138 Sharon F. Akana
 138 Ronald J. Ujcich
 165 Nancy R. Petrosky
 245 Frank R. Jindra

lodge Member 
 254 William J. Shustrick
 257 Howard V. Strekely
 257 Leonard A. Zych
 564 Paul A. Widlak
 576 Lynn D. Hadesh
 604 Richard T. Hill
 629 Rose M. Palaschak
 677 Diana M. Blanchett
 677 Mary L. Betts
 686 James Sertich
 715 William J. Potochnik
 729 Richard L. Repovz
 738 Patricia A. Wheeler
 776 Paula J. Horne
 782 Patrick J. Pavshak

60-Year Members
December 2018
 lodge Member
 2 Mary L. Hill
 3 Dolores A. Benshoff
 5 Richard A. Motuza
 6 Margaret M. Danilo
 6 Andrew J. Kuisis
 8 Mary L. Bird
 41 Carol P. Mazzoni
 87 Barbara L. Nowicki
 106 Barry J. Krally
 142 Rudolph R. Tomsich
 153 Wilma J. Vukovich

lodge Member
 158 Ann M. Spice
 190 Darlene S. Rupert
 198 James Slemec
 216 John A. Skarja
 274 Barbara E. Deardorff
 559 Frank J. Crotty
 581 John E. Bizzak
 603 Melva J. Volker
 689 Helen Y. Shiflar
 782 Ludwig T. Sternad

 lodge Member
 2 Rose A. Prey
 5 Beatrice M. Clish
 6 John L. Dernovsek
 6 Alice Barthauer
 6 George Cholovich
 87 Irene Vozel
 87 Frank A. Bregar

70-Year Members
December 2018

lodge Member
 120 Elizabeth Salyer
 559 Marian Gornik
 562 Edward Waldman
 576 William J. Petrovic
 723 Loraine C. Thompson
 723 Lillian J. Pryich
 786 Andrew Martin

 lodge Member
  218 Johanna Schaefer
 584 Antonia Vodnik

80-Year Members
December 2018

by GERRI TREBETS (604) 
SNPJ Farm Board

KIRTLAND, Ohio — Once 
again, the doors at the SNPJ 
Farm in Kirtland have closed 
for yet another season. It has 
been a very active year, and a 
good one. In many ways, I am 
sad it is over as I so enjoyed 
working and cooking out 
there, and seeing so many great 
people who have become my 
friends. I cannot express the 
joy it gives a person to know 
that we are making someone 
happy with the great food 
prepared and the wonderful 
music played each Sunday. It 
is because of people like you 
that we are able to continue 
running the Farm and we hope 
to do that for many years to 
come. Next year marks the 
80th anniversary of our SNPJ 
Farm and we are in the process 
of planning some very exciting 
events that you won’t want to 
miss. Stay tuned!

Looking back on the year, 
we held many successful 
picnics and events, from the 
Cleveland Federation picnic 
and the Polka Mass, to the 
Sausage Festival and the 
Grape Festival, just to name 
a few. You have probably read 
the PROSVETA articles from 
various local Lodges about 
their events held at the Farm. 
Lodges and organizations hold 
picnics every Sunday and try 
to think of something unique 
and different to draw people to 
the Farm. We engage various 
bands throughout the year who 
bring enjoyment and happiness 
to all by playing melodious 
tunes to make people want to 
get out and dance or just sit 
and tap their toes while sing-
ing along. I can’t think of a 
better way to spend a Sunday 
afternoon than partaking of 
our beautiful surroundings and 
enjoying the activities we offer, 
such as balinca, beanbag toss 
and horseshoes, along with a 
beautiful playground for the 
youngsters.

It goes without saying that 
an establishment can’t run 

The hard-working staff for the Oct. 21 Polka Brunch helped to 
close out the 2018 picnic season at the SNPJ Farm.

79th picnic season in the 
books at the SNPJ Farm

correctly if they don’t have 
able-bodied individuals work-
ing behind the scenes. I don’t 
think the crew that spends 
every Tuesday and Thursday 
throughout the year, including 
the winter season, receives 
enough accolades for all their 
hard work and dedication in 
making this a place to be ad-
mired and loved by all. Words 
cannot express the gratitude I 
feel when I seen how hard they 
work and the ultimate results.

Kudos to our regulars, Joe 
Blatnik (614), Fred Martin 
(158), Lou Novak (576), Don 
Srnick (158), Greg Volpe (158), 
Richard Tomsic (5), Marty Hu-
lin (158), Wally Frank (158) and 
Dan Manillo (158). Of course, I 
can’t forget to mention Eleanor 
Eppley (5) and Ed Petric (53), 
who devoted so many hours of 
their time to the betterment of 
the Farm. We appreciate each 
and every one of you, from 
fixing all the machinery to 
cutting the grass, picking up 
sticks, repairing, painting; the 
list goes on and on.

Many new projects are in 
the works, and you will be in 
for a big surprise when the 
Farm reopens next year. One 
major project will be retiling 
and redoing the restrooms, a 
long overdue task. We were 
very fortunate to acquire our 
new caretakers, Ben Madden 
and Ashley Nemenz, and we 
thank them for their hard work 
throughout the season. They 
truly have a love for the grounds 
and will go that extra mile for us 
when needed.  Congratulations 
to both on their marriage and 
as they now excitedly await the 
birth of their first child.

We’ve held many weddings, 
family get-togethers and or-
ganization picnics throughout 
the years. People have been 
amazed at what a beautiful 
place we have and couldn’t 
understand why they never 
heard of it before. In turn, they 
are telling their friends and our 
attendance is growing.

I cannot stress enough the 
importance of patronizing our 

facility and all the other facili-
ties, in our area and throughout 
the United States, that look to 
promote our Slovenian culture. 
Thanks to all who faithfully 
support our endeavors. We 
appreciate it immensely. I am 
very proud to be a Slovenian 
and I will always be there, God 
willing, to contribute my time 
in keeping our heritage alive 
and well.

Our last event of the year 
was the Polka Brunch which 
was held on Sunday, Oct. 21. 
It was a beautiful morning, 
although, just a little on the 
crispy side. We had a fairly 
good turnout and many compli-
ments were received on our vast 
and tasty menu. We were also 
honored to have Kathy Hlad 
and Friends play throughout 
the morning. The wonderful 
tunes topped off the day and 

put a smile on our faces and 
a song in our hearts! Thanks, 
once again, to all the SNPJ 
Farm Board members, reps and 
other volunteers who pitched 
in to make this a successful, 
fun-filled day. Nobody realizes 
just how much work and time 
is put into planning an event 
of this size.

On behalf of the SNPJ Farm 
Board and the reps, I want to 
wish the SNPJ National Board, 
staff and every SNPJ member 
throughout the country a joy-
ous and blessed holiday season. 
May you enjoy the camaraderie  
with friends and the love of 
family. Most of all, a sincere 
wish for good health to all.

I look forward to seeing 
you next year for our 80th 
anniversary. Let’s make it a 
year to remember for a long 
time to come!

 Friday, Feb. 15, 6:30 p.m.
 Saturday, Feb. 16, 9 a.m.
 Saturday, Feb. 16, 1 p.m.
 Saturday, Feb. 16, 5 p.m.

MEN
Doubles & Singles Events

at Sygan Lodge 6 
540 Third Ave.

Bridgeville, PA 15017
Phone: (412) 221-9862

 Sunday, Feb. 17, 9 a.m.
 Sunday, Feb. 17, Noon
 Sunday, Feb. 17, 3 p.m.

MEN
Team Event

at Strabane Lodge 138 
269 Latimer Ave.

Strabane, PA 15363
Club: (724) 745-9860
Lanes: (724) 745-9775

WOMEN
Doubles & Singles Events

at Strabane Lodge 138 
269 Latimer Ave.

Strabane, PA 15363
Club: (724) 745-9860
Lanes: (724) 745-9775

 Saturday, Feb. 16, 9:30 a.m.
 Saturday, Feb. 16, 1:30 p.m.

WOMEN
Team Event

at Sygan Lodge 6 
540 Third Ave.

Bridgeville, PA 15017
Phone: (412) 221-9862

 Sunday, Feb. 17, 9:30 a.m.
 Sunday, Feb. 17, 12:30 p.m.
 Sunday, Feb. 17, 3:30 p.m.

1.

2.

1.

2.

All-Events
$5 per 
person

YES/NO

Highest 
Average
2017-18

Lodge
  No.

Doubles & Singles 
Entry fee $30 per person

Friday/Saturday Only

1.

2.

3.

4.

Highest
Average
2017-18

Lodge
No.

Four Person Team Event
Entry fee $60 per team

Sunday Only

Submit bowlers’ names by position in lineup

2019 SNPJ Winter Classic Bowling Tournament
February 15-17, 2019

Team name _____________________________________
Team captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

The entry fee for each event is $15 per bowler, $9.00 of which shall be used for prizes 
and $6.00 for bowling. An extra $5 is charged to all who desire to compete for 

handicap all-events prizes. The Slovene National Benefit Society adds $6 
per member to each prize fund except all-events.

Return form, along with fees of $15 per person, per event, to:
John Baselj

742 Mill St., Bridgeville, PA 15017
e-mail: baselj1@verizon.net

Make checks payable to SNPJ Lodge 6
ENTRY DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 2, 2019

The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament 
rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department, 

247 West Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126.

co-sponsored by SNPJ Lodge 6 and SNPJ Lodge 138 
and SNPJ Athletic Districts 1 and 2

by JEANNETTE HUMPHREY
Lodge 603

SAMSULA, Fla. — Lodge 
603 members met for a social 
and business session Nov. 6. 
The hostess for the evening 
was Cindy Griswold, and the 
meal was provided by Youth 
Circle 57.  

Cindy reported that the 
Halloween festivities held 
at our Lodge hall brought a 
good turnout this year, and she 
thanked everyone for provid-
ing baked goods for the cake 
walk and those who came out 
to assist. She reported that the 
spookhouse was a real suc-
cess and everyone sure had a 
good time.  

Prizes for the winning 
costumes were provided by 
our Lodge and the Samsula 
Women’s Club. Youth Circle 
57 members sold poppies for 
the veterans. 

Cindy is doing an awesome 
job with the Circle, as well 
as enrolling new members 
and serving as Lodge hall 

manager. She was a recipient 
of the SNPJ Recommender 
Award prize, which she do-
nated toward Halloween party 
expenses.

Get well wishes go out to 
Elaine Figueroa as she again 
underwent knee surgery, but 
this time on the other knee. She 
is home and doing well, and 
was up and about volunteering 
at the Volusia County Fair.

It’s time to mark your 
calendar for the upcoming 
Lodge 603 and Youth Circle 
57 Christmas party which 
will be held at our Lodge hall 
on Saturday, Dec. 22, start-
ing at 7 p.m. Youth Circle 57 
members will be in charge of 
the program and refreshments, 
and Santa Claus will be making 
his annual visit to our Lodge. 
If you would like your child 
to receive a gift from the jolly 
’ol gent, purchase a gift, wrap 
it and mark it with your child’s 
name. Goodie bags will be 
distributed to Lodge members 
and youth members. The Home 

Office provides funds to help 
out with the party expenses.

A thank you letter was read 
from Wayne Smith in apprecia-
tion for the continuing educa-
tion scholarship he received 
from our Lodge. A thank you 
card was read from the family 
of Albert Tomazin for the plant 
and eulogy delivered by Lodge 
President George Benedict.

Our Lodge elected the 
following officers to serve 
in 2019: President George 
Benedict, Vice President Jerry 
Hafner, Recording Secretary 
Rhonda Tesauro, Secretary/
Treasurer Elaine Figueroa, 
Treasurer Connie Massey, and 
Sergeant-at-Arms Cindy Gris-
wold. Cindy was also elected 
as Youth Circle 57 director and 
will be assisted by her daughter, 
Nadine Slucher. 

The Checkup Committee 
includes members Ruth and 
George Benedict, and the 
auditors are John Tesauro, 
Ruth Benedict and Jeannette 
Humphrey. We are so delighted 

that John Tesauro remains our 
water treatment supervisor.

Florida Slovene Days will 
be here before you know it. 
Plan a trip to Florida to at-
tend our two-day celebration, 
scheduled Feb. 22-23, 2019. 
The Lodge 603 Hall will open 
Friday at 4 p.m. with music by 
the Brad Turk Orchestra until 
8 p.m. On Saturday, our Lodge 
hall will open at 11 a.m. to 
serve lunch before the music 
of the Brad Turk Orchestra 
starts at 1 p.m. Admission each 
day is $10. 

As always, delicious food 
will be available in the kitchen, 
and Cindy will have your 
favorite libations ready at the 
bar. Everyone is welcome to at-
tend. SNPJ National Secretary 
Karen Pintar will be making 
an official visit from the SNPJ 
Home Office again this year; 
we always look forward to her 
visits with us.

Until next time, we wish you 
a very merry Christmas and all 
the best for the New Year 2019.

A full holiday season ahead for Samsula Lodge 603

by PATTI EVANISH
Lodge 715 Secretary

UNIVERSAL, Pa. — On Oct. 
20, Universal Comets Lodge 715 
hosted our annual honoree banquet 
at Palmieri’s Restaurant in Plum, 
Pa. This year, five members of the 
Lodge attended, representing 50 
and 70 years with SNPJ. Those in 
attendance were Randolph Sovic, 
Patricia Ehalt and Marlene Kumer 
Dean representing 50 years; and Jo-
sephine Hravatic and John Kastelic 
Jr. representing 70 years.

Many Lodge 715 Brothers and 
Sisters came out to honor these 
longtime members, along with 

several special guests brought to 
the luncheon by the honorees. We 
want to thank these members for 
their continued support of SNPJ, 
and look forward to catching up 
with them throughout the year at 
various national and local SNPJ 
events.  

For those members reaching 50, 
60, 70 and 80 years with SNPJ in 
2019, please watch for the date in 
PROSVETA and for your luncheon 
invitation in the mail. We look for-
ward to celebrating our honorees 
at our October luncheon and hope 
more members can join us for such 
a special event.

Comets Lodge 715 members recognized in October 
included [seated] PATRICIA EHAlT, JOSEPHINE 
HRAVATIC, MARlENE KUMER DEAN, [standing] 
RANDOlPH SOVIC and JOHN KASTElIC Jr.

Lodge 715 recognizes 
honorees at annual banquet

SNPJ Crossword
FOOTBALL (#1118) solution


