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The $100 winner of the third 
quarter drawing in the 2019

SNPJ Recommender Program:
Raymond F. Dougherty
Lodge 106, Imperial, Pa.

Congratulations, and
thank you for participating!

And 
the
winner is...

The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are Dec. 2 and Jan. 1, 2020. All material 
must be received by noon on Monday, 
Nov. 11, for the Dec. 2 issue, and by 
Monday, Dec. 9, for the Jan. 1 issue. 
If you’re concerned about making the 
deadline, send an e-mail to prosveta@
snpj.com or submit your material via 
the publications area of our website, 
www.snpj.org.

THE
DEADLINE

briefly

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office has been notified of the Sept. 13, 
2019, passing of Sis. Kathleen Penwell, 
president of Lodge 771 in Hillsville, Pa.

On behalf of the entire Society, the 
members of the Executive Committee 
and Home Office staff extend their 
condolences to Sis. Penwell’s family and 
friends on their loss. See page 10 for a 
complete obituary.

Society sympathies
for Lodge 771 president

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office will be closed Thursday, Nov. 
28, and Friday, Nov. 29, in celebration 
of the Thanksgiving holiday. Normal 
office hours, 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., will 
resume Monday, Dec. 2. We wish all 
SNPJ members and friends a very happy 
Thanksgiving.

Home Office closed as we
celebrate Thanksgiving

from the

SNPJ Home Office
staff

• Keaton Randall Gilbert
Born Feb. 26, 2019

Verona, Pa., Lodge 216
SNPJ Lodge 216 welcomes Keaton Randall 
Gilbert as its newest member. A fourth-
generation SNPJ member, Keaton is the 
son of Randall K. (216) and Jamie Gilbert, 
grandson of Ralph W. (216) and Lodge 
216 President Dorothy Kresevich Gilbert, 
and great-nephew of Lodge 216 Secretary 
Sylvia Kresevich Provenza. We welcome 
Keaton to the Society and extend our best 
wishes to his entire family.

by SUSAN ZARELLA (277)
SNPJ Recreation Center

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — It’s 
true, it’s true, it really is true! There 
is a Santa Claus, and he’s coming to 
the SNPJ Recreation Center on Sun-
day, Dec. 1, when the  SNPJ Heritage 
Center and Recreation Center host 
the children’s Christmas party. The 
party will be held in the Alpine Room 
starting at 1 p.m. Lunch will be served 
as we await the arrival of Santa and 
Mrs. Claus. 

The party is open to children age 
12 and under; a donation of $5 will be 
asked for adults in attendance. Activi-
ties will include music, balloons, crafts, 

and cookie making for the children. 
We would like you to register your 

children before the Nov. 22 deadline 
so that Santa may have a gift for each 
child. There will be plenty of fun for 
everyone, so be sure to call the Recre-
ation Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732 
to make your reservations.

We will also be accepting gift do-
nations to Toys for Tots at this time. 
Please feel free to bring an unwrapped 
gift with you so that we may donate 
some toys for children in need this year.  

Please don’t forget the deadline of 
Nov. 22 to register your child. Seat-
ing is limited, so it’s first to call and 
register, first to see Santa.

Santa plans his annual visit to the SNPJ Rec Center

Santa Claus will 
make his annual 
visit to the SNPJ 
Recreation Center 
Sunday, Dec. 1, 
during the SNPJ 
Heritage Center/
Recreation 
Center children’s 
Christmas party.

FONTANA, Calif. — SNPJ Lodge 723 
will hold its regular and annual meeting 
Thursday, Nov. 21, starting at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Fontana Slovene Hall. Elections of 
2020 officers, along with other annual 
items, will be on the meeting agenda.

PHYLLIS WOOD
Lodge 723 Secretary/Treasurer

Lodge 723 schedules
annual meeting Nov. 21

Photo submitted by Sis. Joann Krance (729)

A Picture-Perfect Oktoberfest for the Westmoreland Federation
The Westmoreland County Federation of SNPJ Lodges recently hosted an Oktoberfest at the 
Yukon (Pa.) Slovenian Hall featuring music by Karl Lukitsch and Autobahn. The hall was nicely 
decorated for the occasion, and a menu of Oktoberfest food was available. Oktoberfest was a
free-admission event which was nicely attended. As demonstrated, the photo cutout board was 
a popular attraction.

by DAWN WILLIAMS-ZABICKI (41)
SNPJ Heritage Center Committee 

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — Do you make 
potica? Sing the lyrics of your favorite polkas 
in Slovenian? Play a button box? The SNPJ 
Slovenian Heritage Center Committee wants 
to know how you celebrate your Slovenian 
heritage!

This year, the SNPJ Slovenian Heritage Cen-
ter will be hosting a “Celebrate Our Slovenian 
Heritage” event.  We want to hear (and see!) 
from you how you are passing down Slovenian 

traditions and sharing our heritage.
We want you to share a photo and brief 

description of how you are passing on a fa-
vorite Slovenian tradition with your children, 
grandchildren, nieces, nephews, cousins, sisters, 
brothers, other relatives or friends.

All entries will be on display in the spring 
and summer of 2020 in the SNPJ Slovenian 
Heritage Center.  Some may be posted on the 
SNPJ Slovenian Heritage Center Facebook page 
and the SNPJ Heritage Center website, and 
some may even show up in PROSVETA.  Prizes 

will be awarded for best entries at Slovenefest 
in July 2020.

Details on the entry process and contest rules 
will be shared in the December PROSVETA 
issue, on our website and on Facebook (follow 
us on Facebook, if you aren’t already).

With the holidays fast approaching, oppor-
tunities to spend time with family sharing your 
favorite Slovenian traditions will abound. Be 
sure to capture those moments on camera and 
be ready to enter the contest to show us how you 
“Celebrate Our Slovenian Heritage.”

Heritage Center invites you to share your heritage

CLEVELAND — The V-Boj Lodge 53 
monthly and annual meeting will be held 
Tuesday, Nov. 12, at the Slovene Home 
for the Aged. All Lodge members are 
encouraged to attend.

MARTHA MEGLICH
Lodge 53 Secretary/Treasurer

Change of date for the 
Lodge 53 Nov. meeting
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Lodge/Organization

Type of Event 
 
 

Site 
 
 

If a concert or dance, who is
performing? 
 
 

Date 

Time 

Who to contact 
 
 

Phone (        )

Complete and return to: 
PROSVETA

247 W. Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA  15126-9774

e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

Have something for 
Up-and-Coming? • NOV. 7 ........Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo. 

Early bird games start at 6:30 p.m., regu-
lar games at 7. For details contact the 
Lodge 106 clubroom at (724) 695-1411 
or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• NOV. 8 ........SNPJ Lodge 6 and Sygan Sports-
men Club annual Turkey Dance and 
Raffle. The doors open at 6 p.m.; music 
by the Karl Lukitsch Band, 7-11. Tickets 
are $1 in advance or $5 at the door. Pur-
chase tickets in the Lodge 6 clubroom, 
or see any Lodge 6 officer or Sportsmen 
Club member.

• NOV. 10 ......... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 euchre 
tournament starting at 2 p.m. The kitchen 
will be open. For details contact the 
Lodge 106 clubroom at (724) 695-1411 
or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• NOV. 15 ......... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 First Re-
sponder Appreciation Day in the Lodge 
106 clubroom, 3-7 p.m. All local police, 
fire, EMS and rescue companies are 
invited for a meal. For details contact the 
Lodge 106 clubroom at (724) 695-1411 
or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• NOV. 21 ......... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar 
bingo. Early bird games start at 6:30 p.m., 
regular games at 7. For details contact 
the Lodge 106 clubroom at (724) 695-
1411 or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• NOV. 23 ......Spartans Lodge 576 one-day bus 
trip to Presque Isle Casino and Grand 
River Cellars Winery. Contact Linda 
Gorjup at (216) 650-1279 for more in-
formation and to reserve your seat on 
the bus.

• NOV. 24 ......... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 euchre 
tournament starting at 2 p.m. The kitchen 
will be open. For details contact the 
Lodge 106 clubroom at (724) 695-1411 
or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• NOV. 26 ......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 hosts the 
Silver Sky Duo in the clubroom from 
8-11 p.m. For information contact the 
Lodge 106 clubroom at (724) 695-1411 
or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• DEC. 1 ........Westmoreland County (Pa.) Fed-
eration Holiday Dance at the Yukon 
Slovenian Hall, Yukon, Pa., 2-6 p.m. 
Music by the Polka Classics.

• DEC. 1 ........Dick Tady Christmas polka dance, 
2-6 p.m. in the Imperial Room at SNPJ 
Lodge 106. For information contact the 
Lodge 106 clubroom at (724) 695-1411 
or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• DEC. 5 ........Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo. 
Early bird games start at 6:30 p.m., regu-
lar games at 7. For details contact the 
Lodge 106 clubroom at (724) 695-1411 
or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• DEC. 15 ......SNPJ Lodge 158 Loyalites Christ-
mas party at the Slovenian Society 
Home, Euclid, Ohio; 1-5 p.m. For addi-
tional information contact Gary Smrdel 
at (440) 655-7592.

• DEC. 15 ......... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 children’s 
Christmas party in the Imperial Room 
at SNPJ Lodge 106, 1-3 p.m. For ad-
ditional information contact the Lodge 
106 clubroom at (724) 695-1411 or e-mail 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• DEC. 21 ......... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 adult 
Christmas party in the Lodge 106 Club-
room starting at 4 p.m. For information 
contact the Lodge 106 clubroom at (724) 
695-1411 or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• DEC. 22 ......... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 euchre 
tournament starting at 2 p.m. The kitchen 
will be open. For details contact the 
Lodge 106 clubroom at (724) 695-1411 
or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• DEC. 31 ......Roaring ’20s New Year’s Eve party 
in the Lodge 6 Sunshine Room, Sygan, 
Pa. Doors open at 7 p.m., buffet dinner 
served at 8, music by the Mansfield 5 
from 9 p.m. until 1 a.m., a midnight buffet, 
an open bar, and a champagne toast. 
Tickets are $60 per person. Contact Jojo 
Braun at (412) 512-5690 for tickets, or 
phone the club at (412) 221-9862.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

by BARB BOGOLIN
Lodge 31 Secretary/Treasurer

SHARON, Pa. — Several SNPJ Lodge 
31 members are celebrating membership 
anniversaries this year: 50-year members 
Roberta Campoli and Christina Lieb; 60-
year members Joan Bartholomew, Ruth 
Pettey and Geraldine Furlan; and 70-year 
member Mary Ghizzoni.

These members will be honored during 
the Lodge 31 dinner planned for Sunday, 

Nov. 17, starting at 1 p.m. The dinner will be 
held at Thelma’s Sports Nook, 285 E. High 
St. Ext., Sharpsville, PA 16150. Members’ 
meals will be paid for by the Lodge; those 
attending will order from the menu.

Election of officers will be held and 
meeting dates for 2020 will be set during 
this annual meeting. Members planning 
to attend must contact Barb Bogolin by 
Sunday, Nov. 10. I can be reached at (724) 
347-1197 before 10 p.m.

Sharon Lodge 31 will recognize 
honorees at Nov. annual meeting

Utopians Lodge catches 
baseball fever during 
Heritage Night game

by GERRI TREBETS
Lodge 604 Secretary

CLEVELAND — Play ball! 
In spite of a somewhat drizzly 
evening on Aug. 26, the Slove-
nians were out in great numbers 
for Slovenian Heritage Night. 

The Lake County Captains’ 
stadium was jamming with 
polka music and other ac-
tivities related to our Slovenian 
heritage. Utopians Lodge 604 
member Ally Perdan, so poised 
and looking beautiful, stood 
on the field and belted out the 
Slovenian national anthem; 
what a great voice! Several 
SNPJ officials, Lodge officers 
and members threw out the first 
pitch of the evening.

All attendees had great seats 
right behind home plate and got 
to see every play. The Captains 
were on fire as they hit several 
home runs, including a grand 

slam, and won the game, 13-2. 
Since it was $1 dog and bever-
age night, we certainly couldn’t 
bypass the tasty hot dogs.

Half way through the game, 
a polka contest was held on the 
field, and our own Ally Perdan 
and her partner, Michael Tom-
sic, took first-place honors.

Utopians Lodge 604 mem-
bers in attendance included  
Rudy and Charlotte Perdan, 
Ally Perdan, Pam Dirk, Kath-
leen and Gerri Trebets, Ed and 
Jaxson Trebets, and Susie and 
Josh Tomsic. I hope you all had 
as great a time as I had.

Kudos to SNPJ Region 3 
Vice President Don Srnick for 
orchestrating this wonderful 
evening. It was outstanding!  
Thanks as well to Jane Monreal 
of Monreal-Srnick Funeral 
Home for providing free T-
shirts to all the Lodges.

Members of Utopians Lodge 604 enjoyed the atmosphere of 
the Slovenian Heritage Night baseball game in August.

by NANCY KOUTOULAKIS
Lodge 721 Secretary

ALIQUIPPA, Pa. — Holiday joy will be 
in the air on Saturday, Dec. 7, during the 
annual Christmas party hosted jointly by 
Aliquippa Lodge 721 and Ambridge, Pa., 
Lodge 33.  

This holiday event will be held at the 
Imperial SNPJ Lodge 106 Hall begin-

ning at noon; lunch will be served at 
12:30 p.m. The afternoon activities will 
include a visit from Santa, along with 
other fun. Please remember to bring a 
non-perishable item for the food drive 
benefiting a local charity.

So save the date of Dec. 7. You can 
contact Nancy Koutoulakis at (724) 375-
0983 for additional details.

Lodge 721, Lodge 33 co-hosting 
a joint holiday party in Imperial

by Cerkvena Miš
Lodge 321

WARREN, Ohio — When 
Evalyn and Lillian Church 
ask Grandpa Fred Church to 
do something, he does it. So 
of course there was chocolate 
ice cream after they ate their 
pizza and chicken.

Everyone was in good 
spirits as they enjoyed good 
food, family, laughter, and 
fellowship.  This is my favorite 
group of people, so full of love. 
Plus, my girls, Joy, Kelley and 
Gail, are always good at shar-
ing with me, but the guys, John 
and Fred, not so much.

I am so looking forward to 
the Lodge 321 Christmas party 
on Dec. 1 and hope more of my 
friends can attend. The more 
of my friends who are together, 
the more hugs and love there 
is. If you want to attend the 
party, please call my girl Gail 
at (330) 219-7580.

It was a wonderful after-
noon full of food, laughter and 
love, but I must nap now. I’ll see 
you for some Christmas cheer 
on Dec. 1 at 2 p.m. I am, like 
always, asking for cheese for 
Christmas and not coal, thank 
you very much.

Lahko noč!

Holidays arriving early 
for Lodge 321 members by JERRY TROHA

Lodge 581 Secretary

ST. MARyS, Pa. — Lodge 581 will hold 
its 2019 fourth quarter meeting Sunday, 
Nov. 10, beginning at 12:30 p.m. at the St. 
Marys Moose Hall. The main topic on the 
agenda will be election of officers for 2020.  

All Lodge members are encouraged 
to attend, especially if they desire to run 
for office in 2020. A dance will be held 
following the meeting, starting at 2 p.m. 
and featuring the Frank Moravcik Band 
from Cleveland.

An order form was returned to the 
SNPJ Home Office requesting the 2020 
Miss SNPJ calendars. Members wanting a 
calendar should contact Jerry Troha.

Congratulations go out to 60-year mem-
ber Sis. Marian Mosley of Tunkhannock, 
Pa. Lodge 581 would enjoy hearing from 
our members outside the St. Marys area. 

Drop us a line and tell us about yourself 
and your family.

Lodge 581 is planning a joint Christmas 
party with the North Central Pa. Slovenian 
Polka Boosters on Sunday, Dec. 15, at the 
Johnsonburg, Pa., fire hall with music by 
the Karl Lukitsch Band.

The Slovenian Polka Booster dance 
schedule for November includes the Frank 
Moravcik Band on Sunday, Nov. 10, from 
2 to 5 p.m. at the St. Marys Moose; and 
the Anthony Culkar Band on Sunday, Nov. 
24, from 2 to 5 p.m. at the Ridgway, Pa., 
Eagles Club.

For additional information on the Slo-
venian Polka Boosters phone Pat Moore at 
(814) 837-9218 or e-mail moorski@verizon.
net. To contact Jerry Troha, phone (814) 
781-6978, e-mail jerometroha@gmail.com, 
or write c/o 623 Vermont Rd., St. Marys, 
PA 15857.

Lodge 581 and Polka Boosters 
teaming up for Dec. holiday event

by WILMA VUKOVICH
Lodge 153

yOUNGSTOWN, Ohio — The Lodge 153 
August meeting was held at the Shepherd 
of the Valley club room in Poland, Ohio. 
All Lodge members celebrating their SNPJ 
membership anniversaries in 2019 were 
invited to attend the Aug. 27 meeting to be 
recognized. Attending was Dennis Pavlich, 
a 50-year member.

The meeting was kept short while we 
enjoyed a light dinner and cake in honor of 
the  anniversary member. The anniversary 
members will also be honored during the 
Lodge Christmas party.

Our annual Christmas party is planned 

for Sunday, Dec. 8, the second Sunday of 
the month, starting at 1 p.m. Please note 
that this year’s Christmas party will be held 
at the Shepherd of the Valley club room on 
Western Reserve Road in Poland.

Happy birthday wishes go out to Joe 
Pitko, who celebrated his 88th birthday on 
May 22. Birthday wishes are extended to 
all members who celebrated birthdays in 
August, September and October.

The next Lodge 153 meeting will be 
held Nov. 19 at the Shepherd of the Valley 
club room in Poland starting at 7 p.m.; 
refreshments will be served. All Lodge 
members are welcome and encouraged 
to attend.

Lodge 153 honoring members at
their annual Christmas celebration
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Slovene National Benefit Society National Board Minutes
Meeting held Sept. 20, 2019, at the SNPJ Home Office, Imperial, Pa.

NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S REPORT
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S REPORT
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

NATIONAL SECRETARY’S REPORT
CONTINUES NEXT PAGE

National President’s Report
September 2019
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters. Welcome to our semiannual 
meeting as we report and discuss the operation of our Society. We 
look forward to a positive and informative meeting with a successful 
exchange of ideas for the benefit of the SNPJ.
During the first National Board meeting of the four-year term in 
March, attorney Todd Martin conducted Board Enrichment Training 
for the SNPJ National Board members. This took place during the 
morning of March 29. The agenda included:  Trends in the Fraternal 
System, The Developing Role of the Board of Directors, Pennsylvania 
Solvency Legislation, and ERM. Todd Martin has led many of the 
Board Institute workshops offered by the American Fraternal Alliance 
on board governance and education. He has been one of SNPJ’s 
key resources for board education.

Marketing
For the first six-month period of 2019, the Society issued 259 policies 
with a life insurance face amount of $3,628,551. The amount of life 
insurance in force is $250,589,288. There were 158 new members 
enrolled during this period, compared to 130 for the same period 
the previous year. Annuity premium was $5,145,459, compared to 
$3,181,381 for the same period in 2018.
National Sales Director David Ely is very active in communicating with 
existing agents by phone, e-mail, and in person. During this period 
he trained a member who was willing to put the effort into becoming 
a Fraternal Producer, and then also study and pass the licensing 
exam to become an unrestricted Exclusive Producer. He continues 
to seek out, contact and meet with potential agents and agencies. 
David manages the insurance/membership booths for festivals and 
events. He presented at the SNPJ Young Adult Conference in June.
The sales director and Marketing Assistant Denise Herron continue to 
promote sales and provide support for our producers and members. 
Denise does a good job producing the monthly insurance column 
“We’ve Got You Covered.”
We continue to provide incentives for members and Lodges toward 
new member enrollment. The Lodge Bonus Program offers a $100 
reward for every 10 new members enrolled. The Recommender 
Program provides a $10 incentive for a member to refer people for 
SNPJ membership, with a chance to win $100 in a quarterly drawing.
The 115th anniversary direct mail offer program took place during 
this period. A 5-Pay Life policy was offered for youth members up 
to age 17,  a 15-Pay Life policy was offered to members ages 18-
59, and a Whole Life policy was offered to members ages 60-80.
David was involved in meetings with the Executive Committee and 
our actuary regarding the new CSO life insurance products. New 
premiums have been developed and the products are in the process 
of being filed.
National Secretary/COO Karen Pintar has been the key person taking 
care of filing the new products with the various states in which we do 
business. This is an arduous task that Karen continues with diligence. 
The objective is to have the products ready for market in 2020.

Fraternal Department
Fraternal Director Kevin Richards oversees the Fraternal Depart-
ment, which covers the fraternal programs, youth services, athletic 
programs, and the programs held at the SNPJ Recreation Center. 
During the first six months of 2019, many programs took place for 
our members.
Florida SNPJ Days were held Feb. 22-23, sponsored by Lodge 603 
in Samsula.
The first Regional Fraternal Activity held in 2019 was a no-tap bowl-
ing tournament hosted by Region 2 Vice President Jim Curl at the 
Sygan Lodge 6 bowling lanes on Sunday, May 19.
The Fraternal Department joined forces with the SNPJ Slovenian 
Heritage Center for their Slovene Heritage Weekend at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center by holding balina and beanbag toss tournaments 
during their picnic, held Saturday, June 22.
To generate cabin rentals and more activity at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center, Fraternal Director Kevin Richards worked with National 
Secretary Karen Pintar to plan and coordinate two Balina & Bags 
Weekends at the Recreation Center. These were hugely successful, 
and we look forward to continuing them in the future.
The second Regional Fraternal Activity held in 2019 took us to Jimmy 
Johns Field with the United Shore Baseball League in Utica, Mich. 
Region 4 Vice President Tracey Anderson hosted this inaugural 
event on Saturday, June 29. It was a great event that will likely be 
continued in the future.
At the beginning of the year, the Fraternal Department conducted 
a direct mailing of the Miss SNPJ Pageant brochure, mailed to all 
18- to 28-year-old female members. This is done to promote Miss 

SNPJ Pageant participation.
The Young Adult Conference was held June 14-16 at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center with 38 delegates in attendance. This year was 
a meeting weekend with a couple of service projects added in. 
Presentations were made by Slovenian Consul General Andre Rode 
and by SNPJ Sales Director Dave Ely.  
In addition to keeping our 20-year Adopt-a-Highway cleanup com-
mitment along PA Route 108, the delegates also did a clean-up walk 
through of the SNPJ Recreation Center grounds. The main project 
was assembling 20 baskets of household items to be delivered to 
Ronald McDonald Houses in Ohio, Pennsylvania and Illinois. Del-
egates from all areas took baskets home to be distributed at houses 
in their home towns. Many of these deliveries were highlighted on 
Facebook. Thanks to all of our members, Lodges and Federations 
for donating items and money toward this project. Thanks as well 
to Meredith Maresh (449) for serving as chairperson for this year’s 
conference and for doing an outstanding job keeping everything 
interesting and worthwhile.
We appreciate the commitment of our youth directors. Listed below 
are the nine SNPJ Youth Circles, the Lodge or Federation sponsor, 
and the name of the current Circle director:

Circle 2 is sponsored by the Cleveland Federation of Lodges. 
The director is Kathleen Trebets.
Circle 7 is sponsored by Lodge 643, Girard, Ohio. The directors 
are Kurt Seifert and Kandace Kocjan.
Circle 19 is sponsored by Lodge 138, Strabane, Pa. The direc-
tor is Margaret Cadez.
Circle 29 is sponsored by the Detroit Federation of Lodges. 
The director is Shelly Volpe.
Circle 36 is sponsored by Lodge 6, Sygan, Pa. The director 
is Bryn Snow.
Circle 57 is sponsored by Lodge 603, Samsula, Fla. The direc-
tor is Cindy Griswold.
Circle 104 is sponsored by Lodge 786, Orange County, Calif. 
The director is Christine Udovch Gottdank.
Circle 106 is sponsored by Lodge 106, Imperial, Pa. The direc-
tors are Shelly Botwright and Christie Dorste.
Circle 107 is sponsored by Lodge 782, Glenshaw, Pa. The 
director is Megan Sinan.

SNPJ athletics continue to be a very strong benefit of membership. 
Many athletic activities were helf during the first six months of 2019.
The 2019 SNPJ Winter Classic Bowling Tournament was rolled at 
SNPJ Lodges 6 and 138 the weekend of Feb. 15-17. There were 
23 men’s teams, 45 men’s doubles, 90 men’s singles, 15 women’s 
teams, 25 women’s doubles and 50 women’s singles participating, 
resulting in a Society remuneration of $2,592. Thanks to the com-
mittees from both of these Lodges for a job well done.
The 2019 SNPJ National Bowling Tournament was rolled May 4-5, 
sponsored by CAL and SNPJ Lodge 576 and held at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. Bowling took place at Colonial Lanes in New 
Castle, Pa. For the men, we had 12 teams, 27 doubles and 53 singles;  
and for the women, seven teams, 10 doubles and 21 singles. This 
resulted in a Society remuneration of $1,568.
The National Athletic Board met on a conference call prior to the 
National Bowling Tournament weekend.
The 2019 SNPJ CAL Don Gorjup Golf Open was played May 25 with 
63 members (56 men and seven women) participating, resulting in 
a Society remuneration of $378.
The 2019 SNPJ Western Pa./Lodge 138 Golf Tournament was played 
June 8. There were 32 men and three women participating in this 
tournament, resulting in a Society remuneration of $210.
The 2019 SNPJ Fall Classic Bowling Tournament will be sponsored 
by SNPJ Lodge 106 in Imperial, Pa., Oct. 19-20. Bowling will take 
place at Paradise Lanes in Neville Island, Pa.
The Fraternal Department is very grateful for the hard work and 
dedication of the many members who volunteer and participate 
in our programs. It is through this commitment that our fraternal 
programs are so successful. We also thank the SNPJ Recreation 
Center management and staff for helping to make these programs 
so beneficial for our members.

Publications
The SNPJ publications, PROSVETA and The Voice of Youth, continue 
to be managed and produced by Editor Jay Sedmak and Associate 
Editor Kim Winters. Jay and Kim do a good job producing these 
quality publications. Our PROSVETA scribes also contribute to the 
quality and content by reporting on and promoting SNPJ activities 
and events.
The Publications Department conducted promotional work for 
Slovenefest. This includes work on the Slovenefest sponsor letters, 
completing the three-panel flyer, designing the boulevard and venue 
banners, keeping the Slovenefest website up to date, writing/design-
ing Slovenefest press releases and advertisements, and composing 
the content for e-mail blasts. The social media promotion also com-
menced in the weeks prior to Slovenefest.
The staff designs the Miss SNPJ Pageant brochure, the big screen 
graphics displayed during the program, and the public program 
flyers. They also provide other design materials for the Marketing 
Department.
The SNPJ Recreation Center, Slovenian Heritage Center, Alpine 
Room, Slovenefest and SNPJ main websites continue to be hosted 
and supported by 3Seed. Editor Sedmak oversees the sites with 
help from Associate Editor Kim Winters.
During this period, Jay has worked with Karen Pintar to design the 
new life insurance applications required for the new product filings.

Slovenia/Heritage
During the March board meeting, a new SNPJ Slovenian Heritage 
Committee was elected to serve four years. The committee elected 
its officers since that time, with Kathy Paulenich being selected as 
the director. The SNPJ Executive Committee approved guidelines 
developed for the committee to help with governance and organization.
The initiative to promote Slovenian cuisine in the United States was 
continued by Slovenian American Business Association (SABA) 
President Jurček Žmauc. He arranged another visit of a Slovenian 
gostilna chef. I was happy to help coordinate another dinner event 
in February that the SNPJ Heritage Committee hosted at the SNPJ 
Lodge 106 Hall in Imperial. Stan Repos and Kevin Richards were 
generous in receiving the event once again at the hall. Heritage 

Committee member Tracey Belle took the lead in managing a suc-
cessful dinner event, as the chef was great and the food delicious.
The SNPJ Slovenian Heritage Center hosted a display at the Slovenian 
Embassy during the EU Embassy Open House. During a weekend in 
May, the Washington, D.C., embassies of the 28 EU member states 
(including Slovenia) opened their doors to the public for the annual 
EU Embassies Open House Day. Members of the SNPJ Slovenian 
Heritage Center Committee presented the Heritage Center’s traveling 
display at the event. Thousands of visitors attend each year. This 
has become an annual event for the committee.
SNPJ continues to maintain a good relationship with the Consul 
General’s office in Cleveland and the Embassy in Washington, 
D.C. We also work closely with the Pennsylvania Honorary Consul 
in Pittsburgh, Petra Mitchell.

Fraternal Industry
SNPJ maintains updated knowledge of the fraternal industry through 
a network of local, state and national trade association affiliates. 
The Executive Committee participates with the Fraternal Societies 
of Greater Pittsburgh (FSGP), the Pennsylvania Fraternal Alliance 
(PFA), and the American Fraternal Alliance (the Alliance).
The executive officers regularly attend the FSGP meetings, which 
include officers and representatives of the many fraternals located 
in Western Pennsylvania. National Secretary Karen Pintar continues 
to serve as secretary of the FSGP.
The ENDePersis/FSGP annual seminar took place May 23. Deputy 
Insurance Commissioner Joe DiMemmo from the Pennsylvania Insur-
ance Department gave updates on various regulatory topics. The 
Corporate Governance Annual Disclosure Statement, risk-focused 
examinations and cyber security were among the topics covered.
I currently serve on the board of the Pennsylvania Fraternal Alliance 
as immediate past president and participate in the board meetings, 
which are primarily via conference call. I attended the annual PFA 
Legislative Luncheon held at the Capitol in Harrisburg, Pa., on April 
30. This has been valuable in keeping the fraternal benefit society 
message in front of our state legislators.
The Alliance’s new operating model has been in effect since Jan. 1, 
2019. The staff was reduced to two employees, both of whom are 
executives. The administrative services are being handled by an as-
sociation management company. While there is no longer an “Annual 
Alliance Meeting,” the annual business will be conducted during the 
Executive Summit, which was moved from the spring to September. 
The Spring Symposium will continue, and took place in May this 
year. This symposium involved three tracks of workshops, allowing 
for a customized educational experience. These tracks included 
Growth, Communications & Community Service, and Governance.

Conclusion
National Secretary Karen Pintar and National Treasurer Robert 
Lawrence continue to do an excellent job for the Society. Their 
knowledge and years of experience are invaluable to the Society.
Executive Assistant Peggy Cushman does a great job supporting 
the officers, as well as handling regular projects and duties. She has 
done a good job absorbing the responsibilities of the position since 
joining our team last October.
The SNPJ management and Home Office staff show that they are 
dedicated to the Society and committed to providing good service 
to our membership. This includes not only the insurance and sales 
departments, but the publications and fraternal operations as well. 
Additionally, our Lodge and Federation officers are key to the Society’s 
success, and we appreciate their dedication.
The dedication of our National Board to the Society is greatly ap-
preciated. This has been important to the continued success of the 
SNPJ. A fraternal and professional approach helps to maintain the 
integrity and positive image of the Society while providing the best 
possible service to our members. May our decisions and actions be 
in the best interest and welfare of the SNPJ.
Fraternally,

JOSEPH C. EVANISH, FLMI
National President/CEO

Friday, Sept. 20: Morning Session
The meeting was called to order at 9 a.m. by President Joseph C. 
EVANISH. Roll call was taken, indicating all National Board members 
are present, including two members who have joined us by phone.  
Also present is one Young Adult Representative.
President EVANISH welcomes Young Adult Representative Bro. 
Robert Rockwell (138) to the meeting, indicating that he will have 
a voice but no vote.
President EVANISH, with no objections, appoints Sis. Tracey AN-
DERSON and Bro. Ken ZAKRAYSEK as vice chairs for the meeting.
President EVANISH states that we will have an orderly meeting, 
advising board members to raise their hand if they wish to speak, 
and they will be recognized by the chair.
The board stands for a moment of silence for all deceased members 
since the last National Board meeting.
A motion is made by Sis. Tina RIGLER, second by Bro. Ken AN-
DERSON, that the time of sessions will be 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. today, 
with a break at 12:15 p.m. for lunch. Motion approved.
A motion is made by Bro. Rick HERVOL, second by Bro. Roger CLIF-
FORD, that the Order of Business be approved. Motion approved.
Sis. Karen PINTAR read a thank you note that was sent to the National 
Board from the Young Adult Conference for the donation made for 
the baskets for the Ronald McDonald House charities.
A motion is made by Bro. ANDERSON, second by Bro. HERVOL, 
that the board ratify the approval of the minutes from the March 
29, 2019, National Board meeting which were sent and approved 
through e-mail. Motion approved.

National President’s Report
President EVANISH highlights some areas of his report, stating they 
are working on increasing sales, trying to get more productive agents, 
reports that the 115th anniversary offer resulted in approximately 
130 sales, reports that the marketing assistant will be retiring and 
a current SNPJ employee will be replacing her, states that Ralph 
Gaetano was hired as accounting manager in April, Terry Champ 
has resigned to take another position in another state, we have 
since retained Terry as an IT consultant, and we are looking at some 
managed services options for the network. Reports that National 
Secretary Karen Pintar has been filing our products in the states in 
which we are selling for the new CSO tables. He also reported that 
there are some Youth Circles listed in his report that no longer exist; 
these will be removed from future listings.
Questions from Sisters RIGLER and ANDERSON.
Motion is made by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro. HERVOL, to 
approve the report. Motion approved.

National Secretary’s Report
For the period ended June 30, 2019
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters, and welcome to the semi-
annual meeting of the SNPJ National Board.
The following report relates to the activities and business conducted 
through the office of the National Secretary for the period of Jan. 1 
through June 30, 2019.

SNPJ Home Office
Personnel
At the end of June 2019, we employ 15 full-time employees, including 
our Executive Committee, two permanent part-time employees and 
one temporary part-time employee.
Insurance Administration
This department continues to handle the day-to-day operations of 
a life insurance and annuity company. They do an excellent job of 
providing assistance and information to our members and our Lodge 
secretaries, as well as handling their daily job functions.
We continue to review our risk management policies and procedures 
for updates as necessary.
IT Department
This department continues to maintain all of the hardware and software 
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National Treasurer’s Report
September 2019
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters.
During the first six months of 2019, assets decreased $0.6 million 
from year-end 2018 to total $211,458,280 as of June 30, 2019.  Fixed 
income securities and cash, totaling $204,622,951, represent 97.9 
percent of the Society’s total invested assets. Real estate holdings, 
including the Home Office and the SNPJ Recreation Center, rep-
resent 1.0 percent of invested assets. The remaining 1.1 percent 
of the Society’s invested assets is comprised of certificate loans, 
mortgages, and other invested assets.
Net income from operations before refunds and realized capital gains 
and losses was a gain of $75,234 for the period ending June 30, 
2019. Gross income of $10,519,316 is an increase of $1,878,739, 
or 22 percent, from the same period in 2018. The increase is a 
result of an increase in annuity considerations and in life premiums, 
but offset by a slight decrease in net investment income. Annuity 
considerations increased 62 percent from the first six months of 
2018, totaling $5,145,459. Life premiums increased 9.0 percent for 
the first six months.
Net investment income decreased $109,129, or -2.4 percent, 
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The following investments were purchased from Jan. 1 through June 30, 2019:  
BONDS AND OTHER INVESTMENTS:
 Coupon  Par Purchase Due
Name & Description Rate  Cost  Value Date  Date
Ashtead Capital 5.250%  $661,375   $650,000  02/27/2019 08/01/2026
Boston Scientific 4.550   412,676  415,000  02/21/2019 03/01/2039
Catholic Health Init 4.350   185,850  200,000  03/08/2019 11/01/2042
Chicago IL O’Hare 6.370   641,155  500,000  03/01/2019 01/01/2040
Merck & Co 3.900 252,343  255,000  03/05/2019 03/07/2039
SBAC 14-2A C 3.869   502,705  500,000  03/01/2019 10/08/2024
Swiss Re Finance 5.000   400,000  400,000  03/26/2019 04/02/2049
Vodaphone Group PLC 6.150   649,224  600,000  02/26/2019 02/27/2037
ING Groep NV 4.050   451,422  450,000  04/17/2019 04/09/2029
MPLX LP 4.800   527,480  500,000  04/16/2019 02/15/2029
Rogers Communications 4.350   249,168  250,000  04/23/2019 05/01/2049
Mortgages Granted  53,737  53,737  2019 
New Purchases 1-1-19 through 6-30-19  $4,987,134   $4,773,737   

The following investments were disposed of from Jan. 1 through June 30, 2019:
BONDS AND OTHER INVESTMENTS:
 Coupon Consider- Par Book Date
Name & Description Rate  ation  Value  Value  Paid
AbbVie Inc  4.300%  $366,632   $400,000   $398,023  02/20/2019
Bridgeport CT Nat-RE 7.640   15,000   15,000   15,000  01/15/2019
Connecticut St 5.460   55,000   55,000   55,000  03/01/2019
CVS Drug 8.353  7,122  7,122  7,122  03/10/2019
FMR Corp 7.490   290,000   290,000   290,000  06/15/2019
Houston, TX 6.290   15,000   15,000   15,000  03/01/2019
Kennett PA Cons Sch Dist 5.430   500,000   500,000   500,000  02/15/2019
Novartis Secs Invest LTD 5.125   650,000   650,000   650,000  02/10/2019
Pacific Gas & Electric 6.050   679,094   775,000   722,362  01/30/2019
Public Service Colorado 5.125   501,989   500,000   499,976  03/29/2019
Rabobank Cap II 11.000   750,000   750,000   750,000  06/30/2019
Shelby County Tennessee 5.750   500,000   500,000   500,000  04/01/2019
Southaven Combined TVA 3.846   28,493   28,493   28,493  02/15/2019
Westvaco Corp 7.650   30,000   30,000   30,000  03/15/2019
Mortgage/Asset Backed Principal Paydowns Various 1,528,676  1,538,131  1,533,611  2019
Gov’t Agency Principal Paydowns Various 951,246  951,246  951,246  2019
Mortgage Payments Various 21,573  21,573  21,573  2019
Total Disposed of 1-1-19 through 6-30-19 $6,889,825   $7,026,566   $6,967,406  

at both the SNPJ Home Office and the SNPJ Recreation Center.
In May of this year we had the Penetration Test and Vulnerability Scan 
completed, as required by the Pennsylvania Insurance Department, 
with no critical issues reported.
We continue to work toward upgrading the servers and software at 
the Home Office.
This department will assist with the implementation of our new 
products and policy pages once they have been approved by the 
various states.
Miscellaneous Items
The 990 N forms for all Lodges and Federations under our umbrella 
with gross sales receipts less than $50,000 were filed by the required 
May deadline. For those Lodges that disbanded and paid out all of 
their treasury money by the end of 2018, a final return was filed.
In preparation for the implementation of the 2017 CSO tables, I have 
been preparing the Whole Life contracts and the life insurance ap-
plications for filing purposes with the help of Peggy Cushman, Jay 
Sedmak and Society actuary Joseph Steimla. The contract has been 
re-written to comply with state regulations, although changes are 
likely since each state sets its own insurance regulations. The ap-
plication was revised to comply with some requests of our reinsurer, 
but still must comply and be approved by all states in which we will 
sell our products.
Once we finalize the term premiums with the Society actuary, then 
I will begin the process of re-writing the term contracts to comply 
with state regulations. These term products must also be approved 
prior to making them available for sale beginning in January 2020.

Lodges and Lodge Secretaries
Lodges
At the end of June 2019, there are 80 Lodges. There was one 
merger that occurred during the first six months, and that was SNPJ 
Lodge 686, West Allis, Wis., into SNPJ Lodge 584, Milwaukee. On 
April 1, 2019, there were approximately 225 members merged from 
Lodge 686 into Lodge 584. We thank both Lodges and the officers 
of each Lodge for the cooperation and effort put forth to ensure a 
smooth transition.
Lodge Membership
The top five Lodges in terms of total membership as of June 30, 
2019, are:
 Lodge Members Location
 138 2,294 Strabane, Pa.
 6 1,952 Sygan, Pa.
 584 1,434 Milwaukee, Wis.
 158 1,364 Euclid, Ohio
 106 1,226 Imperial, Pa.
The top five Lodges in terms of new members for first six months are:
 Lodge Members Location
 6 19 Sygan, Pa.
 106 13 Imperial, Pa.
 158 12 Euclid, Ohio
 603 11 Samsula, Fla.
 715 10 Universal, Pa.
Lodge and Secretary Awards
The awards for completing all of the required forms and submitting 
them by the appropriate deadlines were paid out in April 2019.
 Lodge Awards ...........................$28,879
 Secretary Awards ......................$21,659
 Total...........................................$50,538
The Lodge award represents $1 per member for each adult and 
youth member of the Lodge, while the secretary award represents 
75 cents per member for each adult and youth member of the Lodge.
There were 73 Lodges and Lodge secretaries that were paid the 
award. The others either submitted well past the required deadlines 
or did not submit all of the required reports. All of the Elections of 
Officers and Lodge Meeting Verification and Certification Forms 
were eventually submitted, even if they were late.

Membership
Membership Count
On June 30, 2019, the active membership of the Society is:
 28,799 ................Adult
 2,234 ..................Youth
 31,033 ................Total
There was a decrease of 404 members in the first six months of 
the year.
Membership Statistics
 Members as of Jan. 1, 2019 ............................31,437
 Increase by:
  New Members ................................ 158
  Reinstated ........................................ 10
  Total Increase ................................ 168
 Decrease by:
  Deaths ........................................... 277
  Cash Surrender ............................. 162
  Expired ............................................. 47
  Canceled .......................................... 31
  Lapse ............................................... 26
  Matured ............................................ 12
  Suspended pending maturity ............. 8
  Suspended pending death ................. 9
  Total Decrease ............................... 572
 Members as of June 30, 2019 .........................31,033

Insurance In Force
Life Insurance
As of June 30, 2019, we have 34,186 life insurance policies repre-
senting $250,589,288 in life insurance in force.
 Policies as of Jan. 1, 2019 ...............................34,539
 Increase:
  Issued and Paid ............................. 259
  Reinstated ......................................   10
       Total Increase ................................ 269
 Decrease:
  Deaths ........................................... 335
  Cash Withdrawals .......................... 153
  Canceled ........................................   28
  Expired ............................................. 50
  Matured ............................................ 34
  Lapse ............................................... 22
  Total Decrease ............................... 622
 Policies as of June 30, 2019 ............................34,186
Annuities
As of June 30, 2019, we have 4,143 annuity policies with a fund 
value of $149,217,522.

 Policies as of Jan. 1, 2019 .................................4,182
 Increase:
  Issued and Paid ..............................118
  Total Increase .................................118
 Decrease:
  Death Claim ..................................... 71
  Cash Surrender ............................... 84
  Cancel after issue .............................. 2
  Total Decrease ............................... 157
 Policies as of June 30, 2019 ..............................4,143
Accident & Health
 Policies as of Jan. 1, 2019 .................................3,496
 Increase:
  Reinstatement .................................. 13
  Total Increase .................................. 13
 Decrease:
  Cancel .............................................. 70
  Expired ............................................. 49
  Death Claim ..................................... 64
  Total Decrease ............................... 183
 Policies as of June 30, 2019 ..............................3,326

Fraternal Activities
Slovene National Benefit Society
During this six-month period I have attended and participated in a 
number of our fraternal events.
As always, February 2019 brought the Winter Classic Bowling Tour-
nament to Lodge 6 in Sygan, Pa., and Lodge 138 in Strabane, Pa.  
These two Lodges co-host this event each year, which has become 
the largest bowling tournament held by the Society. I also serve 
on the committee that sponsors the event, and both Lodges were 
pleased with the activity that this tournament generated for each.
My husband and I were also able to attend Florida SNPJ Days hosted 
by SNPJ Lodge 603 of Samsula, Fla. It is always a well-run event that 
allows the opportunity to visit with our members from many states.  
This year, I was pleasantly surprised at the representation of former 
Miss SNPJs and/or the families of former Miss SNPJs. During my 
talk, I mentioned all of those whose families were present during the 
two-day event. Miss SNPJ 2019 Liz Smrdel was also in attendance, 
along with her mother, Jan Smrdel.  
The members of Lodges in Western Pennsylvania and Eastern Ohio 
had quite a number of members represented for this, and we all thank 
Lodge 603, George and Ruth Benedict, Jeannette Humphrey, Bill 
Tomazin, and all of those who worked so hard in the kitchen, bar, 
admissions, clean-up, and volunteering to make the event a success.
In May I attended the social events hosted by SNPJ Lodge 576 and 
the Cleveland Athletic League, co-sponsors of the SNPJ National 
Bowling Tournament, at the SNPJ Recreation Center. The event 
helped the two co-sponsors earn some money for their treasuries, 
and helped the Recreation Center with income from the entertain-
ment held both evenings in the Gostilna.
A bit later in the month I assisted with the SNPJ Region 2 No-Tap 
Tournament hosted by Region 2 Vice President Jim Curl. There 
were about 35 bowlers from Lodges 6 and 138 who participated. 
Fraternal Director Kevin Richards served as chef that day, grilling 
hamburgers and hot dogs for all in attendance.
This year, Fraternal Director Kevin Richards and I planned a couple 
of balina and bean bag tournaments at the Recreation Center, and 
the first one was held in June. We had a great turnout for the event, 
and we were able to actually play the bean bag tournament at the 
pool area, which generated some income for the Tiki Bar. We thank 
all of those who participated and helped with the tournament, includ-
ing Sis. Peggy Cushman, who assisted with timing and running the 
tournament. We plan to continue these in the future.
Fraternal Societies of Greater Pittsburgh
I continue to serve as secretary of this organization and organize 
the luncheons held for the group. I also coordinated the Fraternal-
ist of the Year banquet held in April honoring Trish DelBusse of the 
Polish Falcons of America.
Pennsylvania Fraternal Alliance
I remain active in this organization as well, and participate in board 
meetings and serve on committees to which I am appointed. The 
annual meeting of this organization will be held in October 2019.

Conclusion
As always, a huge thanks to the staff and management of the SNPJ 
Home Office for all of the hard work and assistance they provide. A 
special thanks to Executive Assistant Peggy Cushman for the work 
she provides for our committee.
I look forward to working with all of you for a productive meeting.
Fraternally,

KAREN A. PINTAR, FLMI, CCP, AIAA
National Secretary/COO

National Secretary’s Report
Sis. PINTAR presented some updates to the report, including that she 
has been filing the Whole Life products for approval in the states in 
which we will sell them; received approval from many of the states so 
far, and she will begin to file the term products for approval; reported 
on IT Manager Terry Champ leaving for a new position and that he 
has agreed to serve as an IT consultant for the Genelco projects 
that still need to be completed.
Motion by Bro. HERVOL, second by Sis. RIGLER, to approve the 
report. Motion approved.

from the same period in 2018. The investment portfolio book yield 
continues to decline, going from 4.64 percent at year-end 2018 to 
4.57 percent as of June 30, 2019. Due to the continued low interest 
rate environment, as new money is received and as cash rolls off 
the portfolio from securities maturing or from principal repayments 
on the mortgage backed securities, the yields on reinvestment of 
those funds for purchases of high-quality fixed income securities 
are dramatically lower. Thus, investment income which supports 
contract obligations and general expenses continues to be restrained, 
presenting a challenge for the Society.
Overall benefit claims, in the amount of $9.3 million, increased 61 
percent from 2018 to 2019. Annuity benefit claims increased 73 
percent from the same period in 2018, going from $4.6 million in 
2018 to $8.0 million as of June 30, 2019. Death benefit payments 
increased $88,810 from the prior year to total $983,810 as of June 
30. General and fraternal expenses increased slightly, 1.8 percent, 
or $20,895, compared to the same period in 2018 due to expenses 
related to the Society’s 115th anniversary direct mail offer.
Surplus decreased $95,534 from year-end 2018, to $7,358,067 as 
of June 30, 2019.
Following are comparative financial statements and investment 
transactions for the period.
Respectfully submitted,

ROBERT J. LAWRENCE
National Treasurer/CFO

National Treasurer’s Report
Bro. Robert LAWRENCE highlighted his report, stating that Ralph 
Gaetano, the accounting manager, is working on the Recreation 
Center financials; reported that surplus declined $95,000; paid out 
more annuity benefits during the six-month period than we took in; 
Pacific Gas & Electric was a loss due to the wild fires and lawsuits 
in California; annuity considerations and life premium up from the 
first six months of last year, some of this life premium is due to the 
115th anniversary offer; annuity death claims and surrenders are 
up by $3.3 million from December of last year.
Motion by Bro. ZAKRAYSEK, second by Bro. CLIFFORD, to ap-
prove. Motion approved.

Finance Committee Report
Jan. 1 through June 30, 2019
Fraternal greetings and welcome to the semiannual National Board 
meeting, Brothers and Sisters of the Slovene National Benefit Society.
The Finance Committee continues to follow the Rules of Procedure 
approved by this board to promote an efficient investment and moni-
toring of our Society’s funds. Our bond maturity distribution at June 
30, 2019, compared to Dec. 31, 2018, was as follows, along with a 
listing of the SNPJ portfolio by investment category:

 June 30, 2019 Dec. 31, 2018
Less than 1 Year $10,990,679 5.4% $12,623,460 6.2%
1 to 10 years 86,909,580 43.0% 87,881,285 42.9%
10 to 20 years 56,714,933 28.0% 53,726,338 26.3%
Over 20 years 47,726,508 23.6% 50,406,590 24.6%
Total Bonds  $202,341,700 100.0% $204,637,673 100.0%

   Percent 
 Market Statement of Total Yield
Corporate Bonds $136,715,521 $128,075,730 60.73% 4.74%
Taxable Municipal 44,624,066 39,298,857 18.97% 4.78%
Agency CMBS 15,931,581 14,163,339  7.05% 3.65%
Commercial MBS 12,044,176  11,563,477 6.04% 3.72%
Agency CMOs 4,261,672 4,227,642 2.13% 4.55%
Asset Backed Securities 1,670,225 1,643,665 0.68% 3.67%
Non-Agency CMOs 1,371,698 1,354,009 0.53% 5.72%
Agency Passthroughs 1,086,331 1,030,945 0.46% 3.80%
U.S. Agency 993,743 984,037 0.92% 5.96%
Total Bonds 218,699,013 202,341,700 97.51% 4.57%
Common Stock 18,013 18,013 0.01% 2.40%
Other Assets 1,375,599 1,217,468 0.58% 5.77%
Mortgages 299,670 299,670 0.13% 2.70%
Real Estate 2,171,804 2,171,804 1.06% 4.05%
Cash & Certificate Loans 3,030,861 3,030,861 0.71% 3.27%
Total Invested Assets $225,594,960 $209,079,516 100.00% 4.56%

*Any difference in totals is due to rounding.

Portfolio Risk Analysis
 Date Duration Avg. Rating Book Yield Market Yield Avg. Life
Dec. 2014 6.57 A+ 4.95 3.15 9.6 
Dec. 2015 7.64 A+ 4.86 3.75 12.0 
Dec. 2016 8.33 A 4.82 3.75 12.8 
Dec. 2017 8.48 A 4.75 3.51 12.6 



5PROSVETA
November 1, 2019www.snpj.org • prosveta@snpj.com

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

AUDIT COMMITTEE REPORT
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

REGION 3 VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT
CONTINUES NEXT PAGE

SNPJ Audit Committee Report
January-June 2019
Fraternal greetings, SNPJ Executive Committee, SNPJ National 
Board and SNPJ members.
The Audit Committee met Sept. 18-19, 2019, for their regular semi-
annual meeting with all committee members present except Joanna 
Baker due to a new work schedule.
The semiannual review consisted of routine documentation review 
and interviews with the Executive Committee.

New Employee
We welcome Ralph Gaetano as our new accounting manager.

Routine Oversight Report Reviews
The following were reviewed for the period January through June, 
2019:

• Random receipts/invoices and 100 percent of National Board 
members and professional consultants.

• Randomly selected checks over $20,000 requiring three execu-
tive signatures.

• New agent file.

Complaints/Grievances
There were no complaints or grievances reported in this period.

Lodges and Membership
Membership continues to be a challenge in 2019, as in previous 
years. Dave Ely, our sales director, is very active in all phases to 

 Date Duration Avg. Rating Book Yield Market Yield Avg. Life
Dec. 2018 8.11 A 4.64 4.18 12.8 
June 2019 8.43 A 4.57 3.34 13.2

Wellington Management Company, LLP, continues to monitor the 
portfolio and manage the assets within the guidelines set forth by 
the Finance Committee and approved by the National Board. The 
Finance Committee works with the asset manager to determine 
appropriate risk measures for the portfolio, with the goal of optimiz-
ing the portfolio yield while maintaining a high quality portfolio and 
matching the Society’s liability cash flow needs. The ongoing low 
interest rate environment continues to make it very challenging 
when trying to cover current contract guarantees without taking on 
excessive amounts of risk. 
In June, our committee reviewed the portfolio management services 
provided by our current asset management firm and interviewed 
another asset management firm. The committee unanimously agreed 
that the services provided by Wellington Management Company, LLP, 
meet the Society’s asset management needs and that Wellington 
offers superior credit risk assessment for the portfolio.
During the  first half of the year, both short-term and long-term yields 
decreased as spreads over Treasury’s tightened. The benchmark 
10-year Treasury rates decreased dramatically from 2.69 percent 
at the end of 2018 to 2.00 percent at June 30, 2019. The book yield 
on the portfolio is 4.57 percent as of June 30.
As a result of a decrease in market yields, the market value of the 
portfolio increased $14.2 million during the first half of 2019. The 
effective duration of the portfolio as of year end is 8.43 years.
Investment yields on purchases made in the first half of 2019 
averaged 4.50 percent. Purchases comprised of corporate bonds.  
These investments had a 14-year average life with an average S&P 
credit quality of A-.
A mortgage loan requested by Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138 was ap-
proved in the amount of $55,000 to be used to replace the roof of 
the Lodge home bowling alleys.
Attached is a record of transactions for the period of Jan. 1 to June 
30, 2019.

SNPJ FINANCE COMMITTEE
ROGER C. CLIFFORD, Chairman

JOSEPH C. EVANISH, Committee Member
KEN ANDERSON, Committee Member

RICHARD HERVOL, Committee Member
ROBERT J. LAWRENCE, Committee Member

The following is a record of the transactions for the first half of 2019:
PURCHASES:
   Coupon Due
Cost Description Yield (%) Rate (%) Date
$661,375 Ashtead Capital 4.880 5.250 08/01/2026
412,676 Boston Scientific 4.590 4.550 03/01/2039
185,850 Catholic Health Init 4.860 4.350 11/01/2042
641,155 Chicago IL O’Hare 4.290 6.370 01/01/2040
252,343 Merck & Co 3.980 3.900 03/07/2039
502,705 SBAC 14-2A C 3.760 3.869 10/08/2024
400,000 Swiss Re Finance 5.000 5.000 04/02/2049
649,224 Vodaphone Group PLC 5.430 6.150 02/27/2037
451,422 ING Groep NV 4.010 4.050 04/09/2029
527,480 MPLX LP 4.100 4.800 02/15/2029
249,168 Rogers Communications 4.370 4.350 05/01/2049
4,933,397 Total Securities Purchased   
53,737 New Mortgages Granted   
$4,987,134 Total Purchases

REDEMPTIONS:
  Gain/ Coupon Date
Consideration Description (Loss) Rate (%)       Paid    
$366,632  AbbVie Inc  ($31,391) 4.300 02/20/2019
15,000  Bridgeport CT Nat-RE  -    7.640 01/15/2019
55,000  Connecticut St  -    5.460 03/01/2019
7,122  CVS Drug  8.353 03/10/2019
290,000 FMR Corp  -    7.490 06/15/2019
15,000  Houston, TX  -    6.290 03/01/2019
500,000 Kennett PA Cons Sch Dist  -    5.430 02/15/2019
650,000 Novartis Secs Invest LTD  -    5.125 02/10/2019
679,094 Pacific Gas & Electric  (43,268) 6.050 01/30/2019
501,989 Public Service Colorado  24  5.125 03/29/2019
750,000 Rabobank Cap II  -    11.000   06/30/2019
500,000 Shelby County Tennessee  -    5.750 04/01/2019
28,493  Southaven Combined TVA  -    3.846 02/15/2019
30,000  Westvaco Corp  -    7.650 03/15/2019
1,528,676 CMO/Asset Backed Principal Receipts  (4,935) Various 2019
951,246 Gov’t Agency Principal Receipts  -    Various 2019
6,868,252 Total Securities Redeemed   
21,573 Principal Payments on Mortgages   
$6,889,825 Total Redemptions ($79,570)

Finance Committee Report
Bro. CLIFFORD presented the report of the Finance Committee. 
He informed the board that the Finance Committee held a meeting 
with asset managers. The Finance Committee decided to retain 
Wellington as the asset manager.
Motion is made by Sis. ANDERSON, second by Bro. Jim CURL, to 
approve the Finance Committee report. Motion approved.

Audit Committee Report
Bro. Stan REPOS presented the Audit Committee report, and stated 
that the meetings were held on Wednesday and Thursday of the 
past week, where they conducted the normal duties of the commit-
tee – reviewed invoices, credit cards, checks, etc. He reported that 
they met with the Executive Committee and discussed interest rates, 
the low amount of new members, the high amount of death claims, 
and a number of other items.
Questions and discussion from Sis. RIGLER and Young Adult Rep-
resentative Bro. ROCKWELL.
Motion is made by Bro. HERVOL, second by Bro. CLIFFORD, to 
approve the report. Motion approved.

increase sales. Our sales/marketing assistant, Denise Herron, will be 
retiring at the end of October with 19 years of service. Her position 
will be filled internally with existing personnel.
We welcome one new exclusive unrestricted agent. 

Fraternal Department
The Fraternal Department, headed by Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards, continues to promote regional activities and generate 
more activities at the Recreation Center.
The Young Adult Conference was a success with 38 delegates. Youth 
Roundup for 2020 is still in the planning stage.

Information Technology
Research to upgrade the current insurance administration software 
is still ongoing.
After 22 years of service, Terry Champ, the current IT manager, will 
be leaving the SNPJ to explore other options in life. However, he 
has been retained as a consultant.

SNPJ Recreation Center
Financially, the Recreation Center is doing well and should surpass 
last year’s results and be the best year ever. Twenty additional lots 
are being considered and in the planning stage to increase revenue.
Slovenefest again was a success, with attendance and sales similar 
to 2018.

Executive Committee Member Meetings
The Audit Committee met with the executives as a group again and 
discussed their reports and other topics, as raised. Items discussed 
were:
 a. membership
 b. the fraternal industry in general
 c. the effect of the Feds lowering interest rates
 d. NAIC Annuity Care Act
 e. new needs at the Recreation Center
All questions were answered satisfactorily.
We also discussed the financial report. The results were somewhat 
negative due to various reasons. On the positive side, net increase 
from operations was up by $75,234.
All items discussed are fully explained in the individual executive 
reports.

Conclusion
The Audit Committee extends its heartfelt thanks to the executives 
and Home Office staff for their assistance during our meetings.  
Their cooperation is instrumental in providing needed information 
and documentation, and is much appreciated. 
Fraternally,

SNPJ AUDIT COMMITTEE
STAN J. REPOS, Chairman

VINCENT R. BASELJ
JOANNA L. BAKER

Scholarship Committee Report
September 2019
The following report covers the period of Jan. 1 through June 30, 
2019. Payment for the first installment of the 2018-2019 academic 
year included 48 awards. This group encompassed 38 Academic, 
two Regular, and eight Joseph C. Umeck Jr. Activity Scholarships.
Listed below are the names of the students who received awards 
during the last six months of 2018:
Name Lodge
Cole Norsworthy 6
Jordan Palmer 6
Colten R. Phillips 31
Katie Joe Raspotnik 41
Kaytee Bartley 89
Adam Raggi 89
Abbigayle Day 106
Carly Evanish 106
Benjamin Patosky 106
Ian Hausenfleck 120
Ian Brumbaugh 138
Jessica Cadez 138
Alexis Keyes 138
Zachary Keyes 138
Robert Lawrence 138
Jordan Mangione 138
Storie Poness 138
Robert Rockwell 138
Nicole Vehar 138
Izabella Lidrbauch 158
Elizabeth Smrdel 158
Deidra Yan 158
Eric Heatwole 174
Blake Schmidt 225

Name Lodge
Brendan Schmidt 225
Hannah Morris 274
Teresa Yuhas 274
Jason Rigler 449
Robert Rigler 449
Lucas Stimach 449
Klaudia Kovac 518
Alaina Norrito 518
Olivia Bucciarelli 564
Bailey Phalen 584
Nicole Delano 629
Theodore Klasnick 629
Michael Massucci 643
Kurt Seifert II 643
Van Warner 686
Kendall Couch 715
Trevor Urban 715
Elisa Varlotta 715
Sarah N. Lutz 721
Zachary Stedeford 721
Madison Sinan 782
Mary Sinan 782
Jacob Fajnor 786
Ellen Koci 786

Scholarship Fund Donation & Award History
Years Donations Awards
1960-1979 ............................$75,448.09.....................$146,797.81
1980-1999 ..........................$595,765.01..................$1,185,150.00
2000-Present ...................$1,240,774.67 ....................$917,410.00
Totals ...............................$1,911,987.77..................$2,249,357.81

Scholarship Fund Financial Report
 Beginning Balance (as of Jan. 1, 2019) .....$620,080.83
 Donations .......................................................$5,825.44 
  Investment & Other Income ......................$8,122.91 
  Total Income ............................................$13,948.35
 Awards .........................................................$19,600.00 
  Investment & Other Expense ....................$9,000.26 
  Total Expenses ........................................$28,600.26
 Ending Balance (as of June 30, 2019) .......$605,428.92

We continue to receive donations from our members as honors and 
memorials to their loved ones. For all contributions and the gener-
ous donations mentioned, we are most appreciative. We extend 

our sincere thanks to all who contributed to this most worthy cause 
which benefits so many of our young adults.

SNPJ SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
JOSEPH C. EVANISH, Chairman

KAREN A. PINTAR
ROBERT J. LAWRENCE

Scholarship Committee Report
President EVANISH presents the Scholarship Committee report. A 
motion is made by Bro. HERVOL, second by Bro. CLIFFORD, to 
approve. Motion approved.

Region 1 Vice President’s Report
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters of the SNPJ National 
Board. This report covers the period Jan. 1 through June 30, 2019.
As this is my first report since being elected as Region 1 Vice 
President, I would like to thank the 31st Quadrennial Convention 
delegates for electing me to the National Board. I look forward to 
working and cooperating with all other National Board members for 
the benefit of our Society.
During the last six-month time frame, in addition to serving as Region 
1 Vice President, I am also the secretary/treasurer of Lodge 174 
in Krayn, Pa., and treasurer of the Conemaugh Valley Federation, 
attending all scheduled meetings of both.
In January I participated in the National Board conference call, and 
in March I attended the National Board meeting.
In March, a letter of introduction as Region 1 Vice President was sent 
to all Region 1 Lodges and Federations. The letter also included my 
availability to assist said Lodges and Federations.
On June 30, the Westmoreland County Federation sponsored the 
eighth Pretty In Pink charity fund-raiser which was held at the Yukon 
Slovene Hall. The event assists cancer patients in need of financial 
assistance. I was able to attend this very worthwhile event, and the 
Federation and Lodges are commended for this effort.
Attending this past June’s Young Adult Conference were six delegates 
from Region 1. Lodges represented were Lodge 174, one delegate 
and one surrogate delegate; Lodge 665, one delegate and one 
surrogate delegate; and Lodge 715, two delegates.
This concludes my report for the first six months of 2019.
Fraternally,

KENNETH J. ZAKRAYSEK
Region 1 Vice President

Region 2 Vice President’s Report
Jan. 1 through June 30, 2019
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters of the SNPJ National Board. 
During this six month period I continue to serve Region 2 as vice 
president, I remain secretary/treasurer of SNPJ Lodge 6 in Sygan, 
Pa., and I am now an honorary member of the SNPJ Recreation 
Center Committee after serving for many years as a regular member 
of the committee.
Region 2 is a very active area of Lodges, and our members participate 
in a variety of social and athletic events. Once again, in February of 
this year SNPJ Lodges 6 and 138 co-hosted the SNPJ Winter Classic 
Bowling Tournament with bowling events, food and entertainment 
throughout the weekend at both Lodges. We have such a great 
turnout for this event each year, and this year was no different, with 
23 men’s teams, 45 men’s doubles, and 90 men’s singles; and 15 
women’s teams, 25 women’s doubles, and 50 women’s singles. 
This bowling tournament has become the largest that SNPJ hosts.
In May I once again hosted a Region 2 No-Tap Tournament at the 
Sygan Bowling Center. We had about 35 participants from Lodges 6 
and 138. Fraternal Director Kevin Richards served as the chef for the 
day, grilling hamburgers and hot dogs, and side dishes were provided 
by Ruth Wright (6), Karen Pintar (6) and Peggy Cushman (138).
In June, SNPJ Lodge 138 hosted the Western Pa. Golf Tournament 
with 32 men and three women golfers participating. A dinner was 
held at Lodge 138 following the tournament.
A bit later in the month, the Young Adult Conference was held at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center with Region 2 members from Lodges 6, 
33 and 138 participating as delegates.
During this period, Lodges in Region 2 that do have Lodge halls 
have been holding balina leagues, bowling leagues, dart leagues, 
car cruises, bar bingos, card nights, polka bands, country bands, 
and a variety of other social events at their respective halls.
There are 15 Lodges in Region 2, and at the end of June 2019 there 
are 8,881 members, comprised of 8,166 adult members and 715 
youth members. There were a total of 66 new members for the first 
six months, comprised of 48 adult and 18 youth members. 
This concludes my report for this six-month period. I look forward to 
a productive and successful National Board meeting.
Fraternally,

JAMES L. CURL
Region 2 Vice President

Region 1 Vice President’s Report: Bro. Ken Zakraysek
Motion is made by Sis. ANDERSON, second by Bro. ANDERSON, 
to approve the report. Motion approved.

Region 2 Vice President’s Report: Bro. Jim Curl
Motion is made by Bro. HERVOL, second by Bro. ZAKRAYSEK, to 
approve the report. Motion approved.

Region 3 Vice President’s Report
Jan. 1 through June 30, 2019
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters of the SNPJ National Board.
New members of Region 3 as of June 30, 2019, are 29, and total 
membership is 6,182.
Before I talk about the past six months, I’d like to go back a little 
further. On Sept. 30, 2015, after 42 years I retired from the Lincoln 
Electric Company in Euclid, Ohio. I told my wife, Sue, I think I’d like 
to get more involved with SNPJ. She said fine, so I joined the work 
crew at SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, Ohio. I was involved about three 
months and became vice president of the Farm Board.
At the same time, SNPJ Loyalites Lodge 158 reinstated the position 
of vice president, which I held until this past January 2019 when Pat 
Nevar stepped down to retire to Florida. I am currently president of 
our Lodge. 
Prior to that, in August of 2018, I ran for and won the position of 
Region 3 Vice President. I’d like to thank all who voted for me, and 
a special thank you to my brother-in-law/campaign manager and 
Lodge 158 Secretary Gary Smrdel.
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Region 4 Vice President’s Report
Fraternal greetings. This report covers the period from Jan. 1 through 
June 30, 2019.
As Compensation Committee chairperson, I executed the CEO 
evaluation process during February and March, and then presented 
the evaluation results and salary recommendations to the National 
Board at the March meeting.
Also in February, I traveled to Florida SNPJ Days to escape the frigid 
Michigan weather. Many thanks to the Lodge officers and members 
for the warm welcome, great food and southern hospitality; I had a 
wonderful time! National Secretary Karen Pintar gave an interesting 
main address that highlighted the impressive number of Lodges from 
across the country represented at the gathering. Miss SNPJ 2019 
Liz Smrdel was also in attendance and addressed the audience. I 
enjoyed talking with Youth Circle 57 Director Cindy Griswold, who 
is revitalizing the group. The kids help out with chores and activities 
around the Lodge 603 Hall, and they are raising money to travel to 
the SNPJ Recreation Center in Pennsylvania.
In June we tried something different for our Region 4 outing. Instead 
of going to a Detroit Tigers game, I hosted a “Night at Jimmy Johns 
Field,” which included a United Shore Professional Baseball League 
game, pregame activities, a buffet dinner, and a live Beatles tribute 
band. We had a group picture taken, Miss SNPJ 2019 Liz Smrdel 
threw out the first pitch, and several of us helped hold the gigantic 
U.S. flag during the singing of our National Anthem.
Fraternal Director Kevin Richards also attended the event, along with 
several Cleveland members who came to see Russell Lamovec (158) 
who had just been signed to pitch for the Eastside Diamond Hoppers, 
one of the teams playing that night. Russell caught Liz’s first pitch. 
A good time was had by the 40 participants, and we will likely do 
this event again next year. Thanks to District 4 Athletic Director Ken 
Anderson for the inspiration to try something new, and for help with 
event planning and ticket sales.
Sixteen new SNPJ members joined Region 4 during the first six 
months of the year: Lodge 603 with 11 new members, Lodge 34 
with three new members, and Lodges 518 and 564 with one new 
member each. As of June 30, Region 4 has 2,042 members consisting 
of 1,914 adults and 128 youth. We continue to participate in local, 
regional and national activities and events.
In the Detroit area, we now have a new “Stayin’ Alive” monthly fun 
bowling and pizza outing during the fall and winter months that was 
started because we didn’t have enough bowlers to form a league.
Fraternally,

TRACEY L. ANDERSON
Region 4 Vice President

Jan. 1-June 30, 2019
On Jan. 3, 2019, Joe Evanish personally called to welcome me 
to the National Board. On Jan. 10, 2019, I had my first meeting in 
the role of president of Lodge 158. The Cleveland Federation held 
their annual meeting Jan. 28, 2019; all officers remained the same.  
On Feb. 1 I went to Chicago for their polka festival. I met up with 
Regional Vice President Tina Rigler and her husband, Vince.  We had 
a very nice visit. There were three past Miss SNPJs present at the 
festival, Patty Hlebak Miskulin, Kathy Hlad and Tina Dabrowski Rigler. 
On the bus to the festival, I received the very bad news of the 
passing of Bro. Lou “Dr. Slivo” Novak. Lou was a great man and 
the workhorse at the SNPJ Farm. He is greatly missed by me and 
the rest of our Cleveland Brothers and Sisters.  
We lost another Cleveland great, Tony Petkovsek, who was a radio 
personality and a big promoter of SNPJ.  He will also be truly missed.  
On Feb. 15-17 I attended the SNPJ Winter Classic Bowling Tour-
nament hosted by Lodges 6 and 138 in Sygan and Strabane, Pa. 
They did a great job.
I attended my first National Board meeting March 28-29, 2019. I was 
a bit overwhelmed, but learned a lot and enjoyed meeting new people 
and seeing the familiar faces I’ve known for years. I’m confident I 
will do a good job in my new position.
I still play the tuba every now and then. I recently joined in with Don 
Pecek, Brian Somrack and Bob Kravos at a retirement home in 
Concord, Ohio. The residents seemed to really enjoy our Slovenian 
music. Three great musicians – I hope to do it again soon.
From May 3-5 I attended the National Bowling Tournament, co-hosted 
by Cleveland Lodge 576 and CAL, and they did a great job. While at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center during the bowling tournament, it was 
pointed out to Sue and I that campsite #33 was open. Consequently, 
we are now permanent campers at the SNPJ Trailer Court.
The SNPJ Farm opened their season on June 16, 2019, with a 
breakfast. On June 23 we held our Loyalites picnic which was once 
again very well attended, totaling about 300 people. 
I look forward to hosting my first event as Region 3 Vice President, 
which will be the Slovenian Heritage Night baseball game at the 
Captains Stadium in Eastlake, Ohio.
I attend all Cleveland Federation and SNPJ Farm Board meetings, 
and continue to serve as president of our great Loyalites Lodge 158.
Fraternally submitted,

DON (Srnick) SRNOVRSNIK
Region 3 Vice President

Region 6 Vice President’s Report: Bro. Fred Mlakar
Motion is made by Bro. ANDERSON, second by Bro. HERVOL, to 
approve the report. Motion approved.

The Chair calls for a break at 10 a.m. for 15 minutes, and the meeting 
reconvenes at 10:15 a.m.

Region 3 Vice President’s Report: Bro. Don Srnick
Motion is made by Sis. RIGLER, second by Bro. HERVOL, to ap-
prove the report. Motion approved.

Region 4 Vice President’s Report: Sis. Tracey Anderson
Motion is made by Bro. ANDERSON, second by Bro. CLIFFORD, 
to approve the report. Motion approved.

Region 5 Vice President’s Report
Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Executive Committee and National 
Board, fraternal greetings! This is my report for the period of Jan. 1 
through June 30, 2019.
During the annual meeting of the Chicago District Federation held 
on Feb. 23, 2019, I was re-elected as recording secretary. At the 
Cicero Neighbors Lodge 449 annual meeting, I was re-elected as 
secretary/treasurer.
The 29th annual Tony Verbick Memorial Fraternal Bowling Tourna-
ment was held Jan. 19, 2019, in Milwaukee. Teams were comprised 
of members from SNPJ, CFU, Sloga and KSKJ. Athletic Director 
Mary Donovan (584) ran a very successful tournament with partici-
pation from all four societies and donations made to each society’s 
scholarship program.

Region 6 Vice President’s Report
January through June 2019
Fraternal greetings from the far West. This report presents Region 
6 activity highlights for the first half of 2019.
Region 6 was proud to be represented in this year's Miss SNPJ 
Pageant by Michelle Von Merta-Sustarich of San Francisco Lodge 
304. I had the pleasure of meeting Michelle at the Lodge 304 sold-
out Pust dinner dance held in March. Her many accomplishments 
are detailed in the September PROSVETA issue. We look forward 
to Michelle’s continued involvement in SNPJ.
Denver Lodge 218 held their annual after-holiday party in January, 
a strudel-making party in April, and a picnic to start the summer.
In March, Pueblo, Colo., Lodge 577 held its annual luncheon meeting 
at which a scholarship was awarded to Lynsie Hand. Plans were 
also laid for Make a Difference Day activities in the fall.
May was our most active month: Gold Country Lodge 745 enjoyed 
an afternoon of fellowship and food with their wine-tasting event and 
luncheon at the Pescatore Vineyard & Winery on the beautiful Placer 
County Wine Trail; Cle Elum, Wash., Lodge 371 held their spring 
meeting and annual cemetery maintenance project; Orange Coast 
Lodge 786 met over brunch, followed by a movie at the Newport 
Beach Film Festival; and Fontana Lodge 723 held their annual 
Memorial Day Weekend Polka Fest.
July featured a poolside picnic and wine-tasting event to celebrate 
the 20th anniversary of the founding of Lodge 786, which was the 
brainchild of Arnold and Jean Koci who expertly grew the Lodge from 
20 to 200 members. From the beginning, I have served as Lodge 
786 vice president, but this year I assumed the responsibilities of 
president after Arnold retired. Fortunately, our conscientious and 
knowledgeable secretary, Jean Koci, continues in that office as we 
plan events through the remainder of 2019.
Fraternally,

FREDRICK J. MLAKAR
Region 6 Vice President

On March 29 I attended the National Board meeting. All officers and 
committee reports were given and approved. Young Adult Repre-
sentative Meredith Maresh (449) was present and reported on the 
plans for the upcoming Young Adult Conference.
On April 1, the members of SNPJ Lodge 686 merged into SNPJ 
Lodge 584. Thanks to Lodge 584 members and officers for accept-
ing the members of Lodge 686 into their Lodge. Thanks to all the 
officers and members of Lodge 686 for their years of dedication to 
their Lodge and the SNPJ, and thanks to the officers and members 
of Lodge 584 for all their hard work, for keeping their Lodge active, 
and for promoting SNPJ fraternalism among the youth, young adults 
and adult membership.
The 85th annual Memorial Day services sponsored by the Chicago 
District Federation were held May 27, 2019, in the SNPJ Section at 
Woodlawn Cemetery in Forest Park, Ill. Boy Scouts Justin, Robert 
and Jason Rigler, all Lodge 449 members, participated in the flag 
ceremony. The American and Slovenian national anthems were 
performed by Zbor Spendov. Federation President Edward Dabrowski 
(449) welcomed everyone. Musical selections were performed by the 
Zbor Spendov Slovenian men’s chorus from Lemont, Ill. 
The guest speaker was Dr. Janez Vidmar, Honorary Consul of the 
Republic of Slovenia, who enlightened us with some historical facts 
both in Slovenian and English. Chicago District Federation Secretary/
Treasurer Marianne Murray (1) prepared the program booklets that 
were distributed, listing all the deceased members of SNPJ buried 
in the SNPJ Section. It was nice to see SNPJ members and friends 
gathered to pay homage to our departed members. A luncheon 
followed the program.
The SNPJ Milwaukee Balina League began playing in May at the 
West Allis Veteran’s Park. SNPJ members from area Lodges par-
ticipate in this league.
The 21st annual SNPJ Tony Mlinar Sr. Memorial Golf Tournament 
was held June 15 at New Berlin Hills Golf Course in New Berlin, 
Wis. Many SNPJ members attend this annual event.
Attending this year's Young Adult Conference, held June 14-16, from 
Region 5 were young adults from Lodges 449, 559 and 584. This 
year the young adults performed community service projects which 
consisted of cleaning up the nearby highway and making baskets 
of various items to be distributed to families residing at Ronald 
McDonald Houses located throughout the country.
As a member of the Slovenian Catholic Center in Lemont, Ill., I also 
attended various functions held at the center. Many SNPJ members 
in the area attend the monthly dinners held there and the special 
events that feature Slovenian groups.
In the first six months of 2019 there were only 12 adults and three 
youth added to the membership of Region 5. The total membership 
is declining from year to year, and we need to strive to come up 
with some means of being able to attract new members. This has 
been a challenge that not only faces us, but other fraternals as well.
This concludes my report for the past six months. 
Fraternally,

JuSTINA M. RIGLER
Region 5 Vice President

Region 5 Vice President’s Report: Sis. Tina Rigler
Motion is made by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro. CURL, to ap-
prove the report. Motion approved.

SNPJ Recreation Center Committee Report
September 2019
This report covers the first six months of 2019. Our key full-time 
staff members include Director Tim Jergel, Operations Manager 
Sue Krispinsky, Maintenance Manager Jeff Wisneski, and secretary 
Susan Zarella. Director Jergel, our key staff members, and the part-
time and seasonal staff do a commendable job operating our facility.
The SNPJ Recreation Center Committee informed the National Board 
of the issues with the Culkar Building roof. Preliminary estimates 
were presented. This is a major expense involving the main building 
at the Recreation Center. Further estimates will be obtained and a 
recommendation presented to the board.
The committee also discussed the possibility of adding new trailer 
pads in order to increase revenue. This was also presented to the 
National Board for consideration. The committee was charged with 

SNPJ Recreation Center Financial Report 
as of June 30, 2019
  Revenue Expense Profit/(Loss)
Cabins $36,860 $13,777 $23,083 
Dances $9,568 $5,745 $3,823 
Dining Room - $6 ($6) 
Gostilna $47,530 $42,026 $5,504 
Tiki Bar $13,948 $10,617 $3,331
Pool $7,822 $8,571 ($749)
Slovenefest $10,135 $4,597 $5,538 
Trailer Court $136,361 $7,137 $129,224
Wedding/Banquet $216,044 $121,510 $94,534 
Misc. Revenue $12,715 $3,860 $8,855 
Overhead Expenses
 Salary & Wages  $133,528 
 Utilities  $41,864 
 Real Estate Taxes  $31,819 
 Insurance  $62,639 
 Depreciation  $469
 Maintenance  $19,935 
 Office & Administration  $16,954
 Major Maintenance Projects  $4,390
 Total Overhead Expenses   ($311,598)
Totals   $490,983 $529,444 ($38,461)

researching the investment of constructing additional pads for lease.
The SNPJ National Bowling Tournament was hosted by the SNPJ 
Cleveland Athletic League in May, with the social activities taking 
place at the SNPJ Recreation Center. Several bowlers also rented 
cabins for the weekend. This continues to be a good annual event 
for the Recreation Center.
The SNPJ Slovenian Heritage Center weekend was held in June. 
The Heritage Center hosted the musical entertainment on Friday 
and Saturday, with free admission to the picnic. In addition, the 
Fraternal Department hosted balina and bean bag tournaments in 
conjunction with the weekend.
The Young Adult Conference took place for a weekend in June at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center. The Young Adults conducted the Adopt a 
Highway road cleanup, which also included roads within the property.
During the season, bingo continues to be an activity in the Gostilna 
on Saturday evenings, and the Friday evening Gostilna activity 
schedule includes a variety of entertainment. 
Preparation for getting the pool ready for the season includes 
patching and painting before filling it in the spring. Maintenance 
Manager Jeff Wisneski and staff work hard to complete this each 
year. The pool and miniature putt are popular amenities. We thank 
Rowland Hudson (564) for building and donating a number of the 
structures (mini-water tower, dinosaurs, etc.) that provide décor for 
the miniature putt course and pool area. This is very much appreci-
ated by the committee.
The wedding business continues to be a good source of revenue for 
the Recreation Center. Bookings are at a high point for this year.  The 
main venue is the Alpine Room, with the Heritage Pavilion hosting 
receptions as well. The Lakeside Gazebo is very popular for hosting 
ceremonies. The Barn has a full schedule of rentals, some of which 
include weddings. Operations Manager Sue Krispinsky does a great 
job managing the wedding area, with quality catering provided by 
Jones Catering.
The fourth annual Brew & Bean Fest took place the Sunday of Memorial 
Day weekend. This was successful with good attendance. Director 
Jergel, the staff and helpers did a great job. We appreciate Ruth 
Wright organizing the crafters for this event, which was a success.
In March, the committee conducted a review of the internal control 
procedures at the SNPJ Recreation Center. This continues to be a 
normal business practice by the committee to ensure that proper 
procedures are being followed.
Because of staffing issues, the completion of the four remaining 
motel units will be delayed until the fall. These were scheduled for 
completion in the spring.
The committee approved to put an outside smoking area near 
the main building entrance in order to keep people away from the 
doorway area. Concrete pads were completed at a cost of $2,800.
The committee continues to review and monitor the Break-Even Plan 
for the Recreation Center, which was approved by the SNPJ National 
Board in September 2016. Management and staff are working very 
hard to carry out the plans.
The grounds and our facility continue to look very good and aestheti-
cally pleasing. We encourage everyone to take advantage of our 
beautiful Recreation Center as we continue to promote our fraternal 
programs and activities.

SNPJ RECREATION CENTER COMMITTEE
JOSEPH C. EVANISH, Committee Chairman

DAVID CUSHMAN
JERRY R. HLEBAK
CATHY KALENITS
RONALD CADEZ

CHRIS PETuKAuSKAS
AMY MAVRICH

JOSEPH JURICICH, Honorary Member
VINCENT BASELJ, Honorary Member

JIM CURL, Honorary Member

Recreation Center Committee Report
Motion is made by Bro. ANDERSON, second by Bro. HERVOL, 
to recess as the National Board and reconvene as the Recreation 
Center Committee. Motion approved.
President EVANISH presents the report. He remarks that the Recre-
ation Center Committee is not yet prepared to make a recommendation 
about the roof and will most likely be making a recommendation in 
March. He stated that the motel units will be completed this fall as 
part of the Cabin Renovation Project; the committee is proposing to 
the board that some additional trailer pads be added. The financials 
look good, and this will probably be the best year ever, financially; 
profit from Slovenefest is approximately the same as the previous 
year; wedding business has had the best year thus far this year, 
however, not as many are booked for next year; the Alpine Room 
needs some updates.
It was necessary to repair the well pump right before Slovenefest, 
at a cost of approximately $6,000. There are monies available from 
the sale of the Lodge 265 Hall in the amount of $21,000, $45,000 
was donated by Lodge 87 in Herminie, Pa., for Recreation Center 
improvements, and a donation of $5,000 was received from Cleveland 
Lodge 53 for cabin renovations.
Motion is made by Bro. ANDERSON, second by Bro. HERVOL, to 
recess as the Recreation Center Committee and reconvene as the 
National Board. Motion approved.
Motion is made by Bro. HERVOL, second by Bro. CURL, to approve 
the Recreation Center Committee report. Motion approved.
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Slovene National Benefit Society
Balance Sheet as of June 30, 2019
    Increase/
Assets: 6/30/2019 12/31/2018 (Decrease)
 Bonds  $202,341,701   $204,479,468   ($2,137,767)
 Preferred Stocks 0  0  0 
 Common Stocks 18,013  17,462  551 
 Mortgage Loans 299,670  267,506  32,164 
 Real Estate 2,171,804  2,224,049  (52,245)
 Cash and Short Term Investments 2,281,250  741,226  1,540,023 
 Certificate Loans 749,611  756,215  (6,604)
 Other Invested Assets 1,217,468  1,219,523  (2,055)
 Investment Income Due & Accrued 2,355,772  2,343,706  12,066 
 Premiums Due 22,991  25,794  (2,802)
 Amounts Recoverable From Reinsurer 0  0  0 
 EDP Equipment and Software 0  0  0 
 Total Admitted Assets  $211,458,280   $212,074,949   ($616,669)

Liabilities:   
 Reserve for Life & Annuity  $198,656,394   $198,900,763   ($244,369)
 Reserve for Sick & Operation 157,049  167,049  (10,000)
 Liability for Deposit-type Contracts 400,216  418,335  (18,119)
 Life Claims 147,157  247,035  (99,878)
 Accident & Health Claims 18,971  18,971  0 
 Refund Payable 78,300  76,464  1,836 
 Premiums Received in Advance 55,078  52,216  2,863 
 Interest Maintenance Reserve (IMR) 902,244  1,031,636  (129,392)
 Expenses Due & Accrued 371,326  350,277  21,049 
 Unearned Investment Income 14,720  15,248  (528)
 Total Remittances & Items Not Allocated 1,665,721  1,788,087  (122,365)
 Asset Valuation Reserve (AVR) 1,205,470  1,177,701  27,769 
 Write In for Liabilities 427,566  377,566  50,000 
 Total Liabilities 204,100,213  204,621,348  (521,135)
 Surplus 7,358,067  7,453,601  (95,534)
 Total Liabilities & Surplus  $211,458,280   $212,074,949   ($616,669)

Cash Flow:   
 Cash in transit and in banks 12-31-2018    $741,227 
 Premiums Collected Net of Reinsurance  5,914,426  
 Net Investment Income  4,673,976  
 Proceeds from Investments Sold, Matured or Repaid  6,889,827  
 Miscellaneous Income & Other Cash Provided  15,701  17,493,930 
 Total Receipts and in Bank     18,235,157 
 Benefit Payments  9,415,690  
 Commissions & Expenses Paid  1,311,719  
 Cost of Investments Acquired  4,987,135  
 Refunds Paid  37,508  
 Net Other Cash Applied  201,853  15,953,905 
 Cash in transit and in banks 6-30-2019    $2,281,252 

Slovene National Benefit Society
Summary of Operations for the period ending June 30, 2019
     Increase/
Description 2019 2018 (Decrease)
 Life Premium  $752,583   $692,807   $59,775 
 Annuity Considerations 5,145,459  3,181,381  1,964,078 
 Accident & Health Premiums 10,591  11,700  (1,109)
Total Premium & Annuity Considerations 5,908,632  3,885,889  2,022,744 
Gross Investment Income 4,793,879  4,915,021  (121,142)
 Investment Expense (286,441) (298,454) 12,013 
 Net Investment Income 4,507,439  4,616,567  (109,129)
 Amortization of Interest Maintenance Reserve 94,149  119,728  (25,579)
 Miscellaneous Income 9,097  18,393  (9,297)
Total Income 10,519,316  8,640,577  1,878,739 
 Death Benefits 983,810  895,000  88,810 
 Matured Endowments 95,000  31,462  63,538 
 Annuity Benefits 8,021,409  4,637,621  3,383,788 
 Operation, Accident & Health Benefits 13,089  15,053  (1,964)
 Surrender Benefits 197,087  194,721  2,367 
 Interest on Certificate Fund 5,416  4,652  764 
 Increase in Life Reserves 93,375  141,605  (48,230)
 Increase in Annuity Reserves (337,744) 1,178,204  (1,515,948)
 Increase in Health Reserves (10,000) (12,000) 2,000 
 Commissions 117,706  110,642  7,064 
 General & Fraternal Expenses 1,184,771  1,163,877  20,895 
 Insurance Taxes, Licenses & Fees 80,290  79,617  673 
 Increase in Loading on Uncollected Premium (128) (745) 617 
Total Expenses 10,444,082  8,439,709  2,004,373 
Net Gain From Operations Before Refunds 75,234  200,868  (125,634)
Refunds to Members 39,344  37,096  2,248 
Net Gain Before Realized Capital/(Loss) 35,890  163,772  (127,882)
Net Realized Capital Gain (Loss) (42,338) (27,348) (14,990)
Net Income  ($6,448)  $136,424   ($142,872)

Surplus Account: 6/30/19 6/30/18 12/31/18
Surplus, Dec. 31, previous year  $7,453,601   $7,049,611   $7,049,611 
Net Income From Operations (6,448) 136,424  200,852 
Change in Net Unrealized Gains (Loss) 51  (38,388) (60,347)
Change in Non-Admitted Assets (61,368) (11,336) 151,445 
Change in Asset Valuation Reserve (27,769) 26,736  112,040 
Net Change in Surplus for the Year (95,534) 113,436  403,990 
Surplus as of Statement Date  $7,358,067   $7,163,047   $7,453,601

Slovene National Benefit Society
Detailed Financial Report for the period ending June 30, 2019

    Increase/
Description 2019 2018 (Decrease)
Life Premiums
 First Year Premium  $81,830   $52,049   $29,781 
 Renewal Premium 737,777  730,420  7,356 
 Single Premium 47,733  31,221  16,512 
 Refunds Applied to Paid-Up Additions 34,748  34,203  545 
 Less: Reinsurance Premiums Paid (149,506) (155,086) 5,580 
 Net Life Premiums 752,583  692,807  59,775 

A & H Premiums
 Sick Benefit Premium 4,304  5,025  (721)
 Operation and Hospital & Recup Premium 6,286  6,674  (388)
 Total A & H Premiums 10,591  11,700  (1,109)

Annuity Considerations
 Annuity - First Year 4,611,445  2,227,974  2,383,472 
 Annuity - Renewal 494,014  913,408  (419,394)
 Deposit Administration Contract 40,000  40,000  0 
 Total Annuity Considerations 5,145,459  3,181,381  1,964,078 
Total Premiums & Annuity Considerations 5,908,632  3,885,889  2,022,744 

Gross Investment Income
 Interest on Bonds 4,715,497  4,842,742  (127,245)
 Dividends on Stock 165  147  18 
 Interest on Mortgage Loans 3,757  3,960  (203)
 Interest on Cash and Short Term Investments 13,557  6,651  6,906 
 Income on Real Estate 45,000  45,000  0 
 Income on Real Estate 500  500  0 
 Interest on Certificate Loans 15,403  16,021  (617)
 Total Gross Investment Income 4,793,879  4,915,021  (121,142)

Less Investment Expense
 Home Office: Deprec., Insur., Tax, Utility & Other 65,531  81,161  (15,630)
 Rec Center Depreciation & Real Estate Expenses 38,502  40,654  (2,152)
 Management, Custodial and Banking Fees 113,604  112,784  821 
 Salaries, Benefits & Board Travel - Investment 68,803  63,855  4,949 
 Total Investment Expense 286,441  298,454  (12,013)
Net Investment Income 4,507,439  4,616,567  (109,129)
Amortization of IMR 94,149  119,728  (25,579)
Miscellaneous Income 9,097  18,393  (9,297)
Total Income 10,519,316  8,640,577  1,878,739 

Death Benefits
 Death Claims 1,044,035  976,412  67,623 
 Reinsurance Recovered (60,225) (81,412) 21,187 
 Total Death Benefits 983,810  895,000  88,810 
Total Matured Endowments 95,000  31,462  63,538 

Annuity and Pension Benefits
 Pensions Paid 96,423  88,079  8,345 
 Annuity Benefits 7,924,986  4,549,543  3,375,443 
 Total Annuity and Pension Benefits 8,021,409  4,637,621  3,383,788 

Operation, Accident & Health
 Sick Benefit Claims 5,708  6,722  (1,014)
 Operation Claims 7,260  8,210  (950)
 Waiver of Assessment 121  121  0 
 Total Operation, Accident & Health 13,089  15,053  (1,964)
Total Surrender Benefits 197,087  194,721  2,367 
Interest on Certificate or Contract Fund 5,416  4,652  764

Increase in Reserve for Life, A&H & Annuities
 Change in Reserves - Life $93,375  $141,605  ($48,230)
 Change in Reserves - Annuities (337,744) 1,178,204  (1,515,948)
 Change in Reserves - Accident & Health (10,000) (12,000) 2,000 
 Total Increase (Decrease) in Reserves (254,369) 1,307,809  (1,562,178)

Commissions
 Life Commissions 52,929  62,144  (9,214)
 Annuity Commissions 62,027  46,948  15,078 
 Campaign Awards 2,750  1,550  1,200 
 Total Commissions 117,706  110,642  7,064 

General Insurance & Fraternal Expenses
 Rent 45,000  45,000  0 
 Salaries & Wages 408,901  423,173  (14,272)
 Director/National Board Fees 14,700  13,950  750 
 Employee Benefits 179,590  161,068  18,522 
 Employee Education Expenses 250  820  (570)
 Legal Fees and Expenses 5,461  18,736  (13,274)
 Medical Examinations/Underwriting 3,756  5,078  (1,322)
 Actuarial and Auditing Fees 86,800  86,585  215 
 Travel Expenses 24,591  20,254  4,338 
 Advertising/Promotional Items 3,691  5,590  (1,899)
 Postage and Telephone 50,578  29,336  21,241 
 Office Supplies, Printing & Stationery 15,721  18,075  (2,354)
 Computer Supplies, Equipment & Depreciation 78,815  67,993  10,822 
 Machine Service, Repairs & Rentals 6,262  6,312  (50)
 Books and Periodicals 0  569  (569)
 Bureau and Association Dues 5,900  600  5,300 
 Insurance and Surety Bonds 11,228  11,228  0 
 Sundry General 6,707  4,890  1,817 
 Donations - Charitable 1,410  1,750  (340)
 Sales Department 1,654  1,454  200 
 Publication: PROSVETA 90,410  84,333  6,077 
 Quadrennial Convention 21,000  29,221  (8,221)
 Athletics 7,268  12,080  (4,812)
 Miss SNPJ Pageant and Travel 4,109  6,101  (1,992)
 Youth/Young Adult Programming 12,223  15,671  (3,448)
 Lodge and Secretary Awards 50,538  53,009  (2,471)
 Fraternal Expense - Other 48,208  41,000  7,208 
 Total General and Fraternal Expenses 1,184,771  1,163,877  20,895 

Insurance Taxes, Licenses & Fees
 State Insurance Department Licenses & Fees 37,014  35,418  1,595 
 Employment Taxes 43,277  44,199  (922)
 Total Insurance Taxes, Licenses & Fees 80,290  79,617  673 

Increase in Loading on Uncollected Premium (128) (745) 617 
Total Expenses 10,444,082  8,439,709  2,004,373 
Net Gain From Operations Before Refunds 75,234  200,868  (125,634)

Refunds to Members
 Refunds Paid in Cash 4,185  4,397  (212)
 Refunds Left to Accumulate at Interest 1,080  1,117  (36)
 Refunds Applied to Paid-Up Additions 34,079  31,583  2,496 
 Total Refund to Members 39,344  37,096  2,248 
Net Gain Before Realized Capital Gain/(Loss) 35,890  163,772  (127,882)

Net Realized Capital Gains or (Losses)
 Gain on Disposal of Investment 4,233  18,992  (14,759)
 Loss on Disposal of Investment (81,814) (38,814) (43,000)
 Amortization of IMR (Transfer to IMR) 35,243  (7,526) 42,769 
 Total Net Realized Capital Gain/(Loss) (42,338) (27,348) (14,990)

Net Income  ($6,448)  $136,424   ($142,872)
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President EVANISH presents the proposal for the expansion of 
trailer court pads, with a cost of $92,299.32 for 20 pads, to include 
the limestone, excavation, water and sanitary lines, materials, and 
electricity. There would be an additional cost of approximately $3,600 
for an engineer and a 10 percent contingency. He reported that the 
Recreation Center Committee stated that once they have 10 new 
$250 deposits, they would begin the work.
Motion is made by Bro. HERVOL, second by Bro. CLIFFORD, to put 
in 20 pads at a cost of up to $110,000, contingent upon the engineer’s 
report, but without the necessity of having 10 new $250 deposits.
Questions and discussion by Bro. CLIFFORD, Bro. Don SRNICK, 
Sis. RIGLER, Young Adult Representative Bro. ROCKWELL, and 
Bro. BASELJ. Motion approved.
President EVANISH appoints a tally committee of Sis. Rigler and 
Bro. Srnick for the election of two members to the Recreation 
Center Committee. President EVANISH states that the two board 
members who have joined us by phone are unable to vote since it 
is a ballot election.
The tally committee returns, and the results of the election for two 
members to the Recreation Center Committee are:
 Cathy Kalenits ........................ 10
 David Cushman ...................... 10
 Dave Skrajner .......................... 3
 Gary Smrdel ............................. 1
 Daren Fetcko ............................ 1
 Ross Snow ............................... 0
 Jim Sankovich .......................... 0
Cathy Kalenits and David Cushman are elected to the committee.
Motion by Sis. RIGLER, second by Bro. HERVOL, to destroy the 
ballots. Motion approved.

Young Adult Representative’s Report
Young Adult Representative Bro. ROCKWELL reports that the Young 
Adult Conference was held June 14-16 with 38 Young Adults attend-
ing. He reported that this turnout was lower than previous years, 
and that he will be reaching out closer to this year’s conference to 
encourage young adults to attend, and to get their paperwork and 
travel reservations in by the required deadlines. 
He reported on the Young Adult Conference service projects this 
year, which were the road clean-up on Route 108 and assembling 
baskets for families at the Ronald McDonald Houses. The items 

for these baskets were purchased with donations received from 
Lodges, Federations and individuals. The baskets were distributed 
to Ronald McDonald Houses in the Pittsburgh, Cleveland and 
Hershey, Pa., areas.
He reported that Sales Director Dave Ely spoke to them about life 
insurance and annuity products, and that they heard from Consul 
General Andrej Gregor Rode. They also learned how to make apple 
strudel from Heritage Committee member Tracey Belle.  
Bro. Rockwell stated that the Young Adults would like to help more 
with improving the grounds at the Recreation Center, with a possibility 
of refurbishing the softball field for possible softball tournaments.
President EVANISH thanked Bro. Rockwell and the Young Adult 
Conference for the projects they participate in.

General Business
President EVANISH presented the Heritage Center Committee 
guidelines for board approval.
Motion by Bro. ANDERSON, second by Bro. CLIFFORD, to approve 
the guidelines. Motion approved. These will be placed in the National 
Board Policy binder.

President EVANISH presented a proposal for a solar farm project. A 
company approached the SNPJ to lease land at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center, consisting of about 100 acres in the undeveloped area of 
land owned by the Society.
Questions and comments by Bro. ZAKRAYSEK, Sis. RIGLER, Bro. 
HERVOL, Sis. BAKER, Sis. ANDERSON, Bro. SRNICK, and Bro. 
Fred MLAKAR.
A motion is made by Bro. HERVOL, second by Sis. BAKER, to 
allow the SNPJ Executive Committee the ability to research the 
solar energy proposal and enter into a lease for this, if appropriate. 
Motion approved.

Miss SNPJ Pageant
A discussion is held regarding the minimum number of contestants 
needed in order to hold the Miss SNPJ Pageant. Participating in the 
discussion are Sis. RIGLER, Sis. ANDERSON, Sis. PINTAR, Bro. 
SRNICK, Bro. HERVOL, Sis. BAKER, and Bro. MLAKAR.
Recommendations were made to send a listing of all eligible young 
ladies to the regional vice presidents to enlist their help in recruit-
ing contestants, to put more reminders and encouragement on the 
SNPJ Facebook page, and to keep the board informed prior to the 
deadline of how many contestants have entered.

A motion is made by Sis. RIGLER, second by Sis. ANDERSON, 
that there must be a minimum of four contestants by the deadline 
in order to hold the pageant. Motion approved.

The Voice of Youth
President EVANISH presents some statistics for The Voice of Youth 
regarding the low number of views it has received online, the number 
of staff hours involved in production, and the fact that there have 
been no contributions to the publication for several years. He states 
the Executive Committee recommends discontinuing the online 
publication beginning in 2020.
Discussion by Sisters RIGLER and ANDERSON.
A motion is made by Sis. BAKER, second by Bro. ZAKRAYSEK, to 
discontinue The Voice of Youth beginning in 2020. Motion approved.

Board Policy
President EVANISH states that the manual of Board Policies was 
given out at the last meeting for the board to review.  If there are no 
changes, the Executive Committee will add the Heritage Center Com-
mittee guidelines and provide a final copy of the manual to the board.

Complaint
President EVANISH presents additional correspondence received by 
both the National President and National Secretary from the delegate 
protesting the mileage he received for the Convention. Bylaws Sec. 
5, Mileage and Per Diem, was also provided to the board.
A motion is made by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Sis. BAKER, that 
the board is not taking any further action on this, as the determination 
was already made at the last meeting and no further correspondence 
on the subject will be forthcoming from the National Board.
The motion was approved with Bro. SRNICK abstaining from voting 
and requesting to be reported as such.

Donations 
As reported earlier, there were a couple of donations received that 
were not specifically earmarked for any particular items.
A motion is made by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro. REPOS, to 
give the Executive Committee the authority to determine the best 
use of the donations. Motion approved.
The next National Board meeting will be held March 27, 2020, upon 
a motion by Bro. HERVOL, second by Bro. ANDERSON. Motion 
approved.
Motion to adjourn at 12:17 p.m. by Bro. HERVOL, second by Bro. 
ANDERSON. Motion approved, and the meeting is adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

KAREN A. PINTAR, FLMI, CCP, AIAA
National Secretary/COO

PROSVETA Crossword
Football (#1119) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. Tax evader’s fear
6. “You betcha!”
9. Fill to satisfaction
13. Crocus, pl.
14. Reef dweller
15. Freeze off
16. Buzz Aldrin’s first name
17. Wildebeest
18. Reduced, often 
 paired with down
19. *____ back
21. *#1 NFL pick in 2019
23. Precedes whiz
24. Bald eagle’s nest
25. Summer sandwich?
28. Past tense of reave
30. Bee’s favorite drink
35. German currency
37. Shower with affection
39. Africa’s horned herbivore
40. Battery fluid
41. Bad-tempered
43. All over again
44. Ticked off
46. Cut with a beam
47. Rip or pull
48. Pico de gallo and such
50. Abe’s coin
52. Hog haven
53. Refuses to
55. Likewise

57. *Team gathering
60. *Common play 
 on 3rd and long
64. Committee of judges
65. One of the five W’s
67. Ranee’s wrap
68. Sheep-like
69. Auction set
70. Romanov’s edict
71. Type of message
72. Aye-aye
73. *Worn atop thigh pads

DOWN
1. Maple tree and laptop brand
2. Pakistani language
3. *First ____!
4. Cupcake topper
5. Smaller than tiny
6. Safecracker
7. Poetic “even”
8. On D’Artagnan’s hat
9. Practice in the ring
10. Certain sensation
11. *NFL Primetime and 
 NFL Draft host Wingo
12. *Type of zone
15. More spry
20. Must-haves
22. Funerary vase
24. What opposites do?

25. *Soldier Field’s team
26. “____ di Lammermoor”
27. Do-re-do-re-do-re-do-re, e.g.
29. *Blindside block, e.g.
31. Burn to a crisp
32. Fork prongs
33. Beside, archaic
34. *“All my ____ friends 
 are coming over tonight...”
36. Words from Wordsworth, pl.
38. Other than what is
42. Gossipmonger
45. Waste time
49. La precursor
51. *A game that could go 
 either way
54. Very recently
56. Port city in Japan
57. Possess
58. Windows alternative
59. *Football Hall of Famer 
 Richard
60. Cooking vessels
61. Turkmenistan’s neighbor
62. Egg holder
63. #23 Across, pl.
64. Winner’s take
66. Gardening tool

The solution to puzzle #1119 will 
run in the Dec. 2 issue.

© StatePoint Media

by TINA RIGLER
Lodge 449 Secretary/Treasurer

CICERO, Ill. — Members of Cicero 
Neighbors Lodge 449 met Sept. 15. 
Secretary Tina Rigler read all corre-
spondence and gave the financial report.  

Officers and young adults gave re-
ports on summer activities which includ-
ed the SNPJ Young Adult Conference 
held in June; Slovenefest in July; and in 
August, the Slovenian Catholic Center 
picnic, the Chicago District Federation 
dinner dance, and the Honey Picnic.  

It was a busy summer, and many 
of our adult, young adult and youth 
members participated in these events. 
Young adults Jason Rigler, Meredith 
Maresh, Lanie Maresh and Shane Miller 
attended the Young Adult Conference.  

On Aug. 18, Lodge members at-
tended the Chicago Federation dinner 
dance. We were happy to have Miss 
SNPJ 2020 Daniella Volpe present. 
The day prior to the dinner dance, 
Daniella and Lodge members Tina 
Rigler and Robert Rigler, along with 

Kaitlyn Chiappetta (559), were treated 
to a Chicago-style pizza and a tour of 
the NBC studio conducted by Edward 
Dabrowski (449).

During the September Lodge 
meeting, members donated various 
food items that were delivered to the 
food pantry at St. Pius X Church in 
Stickney, Ill.

Cicero Neighbors will hold their 
annual meeting Nov. 17 starting at 1 
p.m. A holiday luncheon will follow 
the meeting.

Lodge 449 getting a jump on year-end activity
Cicero 
Neighbors 
Lodge 449 
members 
hosted 
a food 
drive in 
September, 
donating 
the items 
to the food 
pantry at 
St. Pius X 
Church in 
Stickney, Ill.

by JOE VALENCIC (5)
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame

CLEVELAND — It will be a 
squeeze box celebration with 
accordion music all the time at 
the Polka Hall of Fame’s 56th 
annual Thanksgiving Polka 
Party weekend, scheduled 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 
Nov. 28-30. Take part in polka 
music’s grandest festival as the 
Downtown Cleveland Marriott 
Hotel presents the Cleveland-
style’s f inest entertainers. 

The curtain rises on the 2019 
Awards Show in the Grand 
Ballroom on Saturday, Nov. 
30, at 2 p.m.

A total of 16 Cleveland-
style and Slovenian-style 
orchestras and entertainers are 
scheduled each day in three 
hotel venues. The Friday eve-
ning button box jam session 
brings together as many as 
50 accordionists on the main 
stage, with Canada’s Polka 
King Walter Ostanek giving 

the downbeat. 
For the Polka Music Awards 

Show, Tom Mroczka leads the 
polka all-star orchestra with 
featured performances by Alex 
Meixner and Lynn Marie and 
E3. A special tribute is planned 
for late polka personality Tony 
Petkovsek, who had hosted the 
festival since 1963. Kathy Hlad 
and friends will perform for 
the Polka Mass immediately 
following the show. 

The lineup includes Klanc-

nik & Friends (2018 Band of the 
Year), Aaron Dussing’s Polka 
Revolution, Linda Lee Brown, 
Fritz’s Polka Band, the Don 
Wojtila Orchestra, the Fairport 
Jammers, the Harmonia Bal-
kan Music Review, the KTB 
Band, and the Frank Stanger 
Orchestra. Walter Ostanek and 
Joey Miskulin will also join in. 

Kollander Travel is offering 
a special Marriott Hotel deal 
for each deluxe room, single or 
double, at $105 per night. Jack 

Casino is just across the newly-
redesigned Public Square. In-
door parking is extra, with your 
choice of self-parking ($8 after 
5 p.m. and all day Saturday; no 
in-and-out privileges) or valet 
parking ($35 all day).

Event tickets are priced as 
follows: Thursday, $15; Friday, 
$20; Saturday, $15; Polka 
Awards Show, $25; weekend 
combo tickets (admission to 
four events), $65; Saturday 
show and dance, $35. Parking 

fees are not included in ticket 
prices.

Order event tickets through 
the Polka Hall of Fame, 605 
East 222nd St., Euclid, OH 
44123. The Polka Hall of Fame 
is open Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays from 
11 a.m. until 4 p.m. Contact 
the Polka Hall of Fame by 
phoning 1-866-66-POLKA, 
by e-mailing polkashop@aol.
com, or visit online at www.
polkafame.com.

Accordionists set the tempo for annual Thanksgiving Polka Party weekend
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Slovenian caves used 
for astronaut training
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Six astronauts 
from five space agencies are currently 
training in Slovenia for space missions 
as part of the European Space Agency 
(ESA) CAVES program. Training in 
caves presents the astronauts with en-
vironments and situations very similar 
to spaceflight, and helps them transfer 
the experiences gained from their caving 
expeditions to space.

Astronauts are exploring underground 
systems, delving deep underground to 
perform scientific experiments, as well 
as chart and document their activities.

According to the ESA, the training of 
the astronauts – who come from the ESA, 
Russia, the Canadian and Japanese space 
agencies, and NASA (two astronauts) – 
started Sept. 10.

On Sept. 20 they began a six-day stay 
at Lepa Jama, a cave in the Kočevje area, 
where they explored under ground water 
flows. The cave leads into a labyrinth of 
passages, which the astronauts explored 
on their own as communication with the 
team on the surface was very restricted.

The ESA official who conceived the 
program believes such simulations are 
the closest possible environment that can 
be found on Earth to the “environmental, 
psychological and logistical restraints of 
a space mission.”

Apart from training for their work 
in space, the astronauts “will also do 
some actual cave research, since the 
development of caves, underground 
water flows and underground life still 
contains many riddles for scientists,” 
said Franci Gabrovšek, a representative 
from the Karst Research Institute of the 
Research Centre of the Acad emy of Sci-
ences and Arts.

The astronauts will conduct research 
and mainly track the air and water flows 
to learn how to find water. They will 
also be on the lookout for any unknown 
species that may have adapted to the 
extreme conditions in the caves, as well 
as microplastics which have become an 
environmental risk.

Government, hospitality
firms promote less plastic
LJUBLJANA (STA) — The Slovenian 
government and Slovenia’s Tourism and 
Hospitality Chamber have joined forces 
to reduce the use of plastic cutlery and 
other products used in the hospitality 
industry by en tering into an agreement 
vowing to do just that, and urging bar 
and restaurant owners to do the same.

Hospitality businesses that decide to 
sign the code of conduct will be obligated 
to stop providing their custom ers with 
plastic straws, plates, cups and cutlery 
as of Jan. 1, 2020. The Tourism and 
Hospitality Chamber will publish a list 
of businesses adhering to this code of 
conduct on its website.

Signing the agreement is voluntary, 
according to a government spokesper-
son. Environment Minister Simon Zajc 
signed the code of conduct on behalf of 
the government.

The government, along with the 
Chamber of Commerce, called for re-
ducing the use of plastic shopping bags 
in May. At the time, Slovenian retailers 
were invited to sign a similar code of 
conduct, drafted by the chamber and 
the Environment Ministry, that aims to 
reduce the use of plastic bags at checkout.

Winegrowers struggle 
versus cheaper imports
ŠENTJUR (STA) — The harvesting 
season for wine grapes, which was in 
full swing in late Septem ber, left a bitter 
aftertaste this year for Slovenia’s wine-
growers and winemakers as they continue 
to struggle with sales in the face of large 
amounts of cheaper imports.

The problematic situation was 
presented to the press by the Vinis As-
sociation of Slovenian Winegrowers’ 
and Winemakers’ Societies. Association 
president Alojz Slavko Toplišek told 
the press the growers had “truly found 
ourselves in a situation where we don’t 
know what to do with the produce we in-
vested our labor and money into through 
the whole year.”

While an exact estimate of the amount 
of grapes that could remain unpicked 
wasn’t yet available, Toplišek said the 
key problem was excessive imports of 
cheap wine. “We are at a major cross-
roads. We can either allow the market to 
completely quash us, or we can preserve 
our countryside,” he warned.

He pointed out that the developments 

are already affecting the demographic 
situation at a number of farms where 
even small vineyards were an important 
source of income in the past. Winegrow-
ers with 3,000- to 5,000-square-meter 
(0.75- to 1.25-acre) vineyards and with-
out their own market are suffering most, 
Toplišek said, while also noting the issue 
of local winemakers who already have 
established market routes from being 
prohibited by law to purchase grapes 
from smaller growers.

Vinis in general has good relations 
with the Slovenian Agriculture Ministry 
and has acknowledged the state’s efforts 
in this field, and Toplišek pointed out 
that a ministry council for wine growing, 
which included an as sociation repre-
sentative, had already held its maiden 
session.

Slovenian winegrowers struggled 
with sales last year, even though the 
wine grape harvest produced very high 
yields. Production increased by 42 per-
cent compared to 2017; yields, however, 
were poor in both 2016 and 2017.

Firefighting anniversary 
celebrated in Slovenia
METLIkA (STA) — In early Septem-
ber, several thousand firefighters and 
visitors gathered in Met lika to celebrate 
the 150th anniversary of firefighting 
in Slovenia, marking the day in 1869 
when the first volun teer fire brigade was 
founded in Metlika.

The first fire brigade on Slovenian 
territory was established Sept. 19 at the 
proposal of landowner Josip Savinšek. 
The following year, fire brigades started 
cropping up in other areas, including 
Laško, Ljubljana and Ptuj.

A century and a half later, Slove-
nia boasts what is recognized as one 
of the best networks of volunteer fire 
bri gades in the world, with over 1,300 
local volunteer units bringing together 
162,000 firefighters, almost a tenth of the 
country’s population. An additional 700 
professional firefighters are employed by 
13 professional fire brigades.

Delivering the keynote address at 
the ceremony, Prime Minister Marjan 
Šarec, himself a volunteer firefighter in 
his home town of Kamnik, stressed that 
the umbrella Firefighters’ Union was 
the biggest humanitarian orga nization 
in Slovenia. “Being a firefighter is an 
honor, but it is also a responsibility... . 
When all others give up, leave or become 
scared, the firefighter stays,” Šarec said, 
describing Slovenian firefighters as “the 
envy of the world.”

Documentary traces the
2017 EuroBasket title
LJUBLJANA (STA) — The historic 
success of Slovenia’s basketball team 
in 2017, when it was crowned European 
basketball champions, will be made into 
a documentary slated for release in 2020.

The feature-length film will be di-
rected by award-winning director, writer 
and basketball fan Goran Vojnović, 
the Slovenian Basketball Association 
announced in mid-September. The 
documentary will be produced in col-
laboration with the Slovenian Basketball 
Association and PRO Plus media, which 
operates the private broadcaster POP TV.

The film will focus on the victory 
of the powerful EuroBasket-winning 
team, which among others featured stars 
such as Goran Dragić and Luka Dončić. 
Extensive archive material will be used, 
including videos made by fans, whom 
the association invited to share so that 
Vojnović could add to the documentary.

The film will highlight all stages lead-
ing up to the team’s success, including the 
training camp of the rejuvenated national 
team, its initial victories, the successful 
start to the EuroBasket campaign, and the 
team’s incredible wins over Latvia and 
Spain, as well as the epic championship 
game with Serbia. It will conclude with 
the eu phoria that captured the nation.

“The 2017 European championship 
title isn’t just the biggest success of Slo-
venian team sports, it is also the suc cess 
that I, as a fan, experienced in the most 
emotional way to date,” Vojnović was 
quoted as saying in a press release. “No 
other sporting success has touched me 
so deeply. And I know I am not the only 
one to cry tears of joy when I think of 
Istanbul two years ago,” he said.

Vojnović finds it important to put 
the story on film while emotions are 

still strong and memories fresh, so he 
hopes to capture those great moments to 
“make a film that will take us all back 
to Istanbul.”

Although the official release date 
hasn’t yet been announced, according 
to the Basketball Association the film is 
expected to be ready for release next year. 
Initial interviews with the champions 
have already been shot; the remainder 
will follow in the coming months.

Slovenia entered the 2017 EuroBasket 
tournament in Helsinki as the top-ranked 
team in Group A, eliminating Ukraine in 
the round of 16, defeating Latvia in the 
quarterfinals, outperforming Spain in the 
semifinals, and besting Serbia, 93-85, in 
the championship game.

First “canopy walkway” 
opens in Slovenia
Zreče (STA) — Slovenia welcomed 
the opening of its first “canopy walkway” 
in late September, a wooden walkway 
leading through the spruce forest in the 
Rogla ski resort. The walkway is some 
500 meters (approx 550 yards) long and 
rises 20 meters (65 feet) off the ground, 
leading to a round wooden tower that 
stands 37 meters (121 feet) high.

The walkway is planned to be up-
graded regularly. One of the first ad-
ditions slated is a 40-meter (131-foot) 
slide, planned to be built in the spring, 
which will allow visitors to slide from 
the top of the tower.

The walkway does not contain any 
obstacles and is thus designed for fami-
lies with strollers, and for the disabled 
and elderly.

Constructed at a price of EUR 4.5 
million ($4.95 million), this is the ninth 
canopy walkway opened in the EU by 
the in vestor, the German firm Erlebniss 
Akademie.

When the project launched in May, 
Erlebniss Akademie, the Zreče mu-
nicipality (which owns the land), and 
Unitur (the operator of the Rogla ski 
lifts) said the walkway would open in 
August. Despite the delay and the fact 
that the summer season is over, the group 
believes that the walkway will attract 
many visitors, some 200,000 a year. The 
walkway will be open every day of the 
year, except Christmas Day and a few 
days in late autumn when an nual repairs 
will be scheduled.

Walkway admission is EUR 10 ($11) 
per adult, or EUR 25 ($27.50) per family.

Slovenians appreciate 
potatoes with onions
POSTOJNA (STA) — Fans of one of 
Slovenia’s favorite dishes, sauteed pota-
toes with onions, con verged on the town 
of Postojna in early September for the 
19th World Festival of Sauteed Potato 
with Onions. The festival, held annually 
in a different Slovenian town since 2001, 
brings together a number of potato gour-
mets from Slovenia and abroad.

This year, “sauteed potatoes with 
onions [were] made in more than 99 
ways” by more than 80 potato culinary 
teams, each providing their own recipe.

The teams cook the potatoes, peel and 
then slice them. Once sliced onions are 
lightly fried in a pan, the potatoes are 
added, along with some salt and pepper, 
and stir-fryed for a few minutes before 
being served to the festival goers.

This traditional food, known as 
“pražen krompir” in Slovenian, is typi-
cally enjoyed as a side dish.

When a group of individuals attended 
a New Year’s reception featuring a lot 
of fancy food nearly 20 years ago, they 
agreeed that sauteed potatoes with onions 
was underestimated. The group then 
came up with the idea to promote the 
side as an independent dish.

In 2000, they established the Society 
for Sauteed Potato with Onions as an 
Independent Dish, which even has its 
own anthem, the lyrics for which were 
written by Dušan Velkaverh (1943-2016) 
and the music composed by Mojmir Sepe, 
89, both of whom are former giants of 
Slovenian popular music.

What started as a joke has since turned 
into a successful venture, resulting in a 
festival that promotes Slovenia’s tradi-
tional dishes and rural areas.

The first festival was organized in 
Mokronog and has grown ever since, 
and several thousand visitors turned out 
in Postojna for a day packed with events.
Locally made food and drinks were sold 
at festival stalls, and traditional crafts, 
such as pottery and Idrija bobbin lace, 
were also available.
The articles comprising this feature have been 
reprinted with permission from the Slovenian 
Press Agency (STA).

A s the old saying goes, “When one door closes, 
another door opens.” While Denise Herron was 
closing her door to the SNPJ Marketing Depart-

ment, I was turning the knob to head inside. Although I’m 
not new to the Society – I’ve worked in the SNPJ Publica-
tions Department since 2006 – I am new to the world of 
insurance and annuities. It has been (and continues to be) 
quite the learning curve, but I’m motivated knowing that I 
have such a large pair of shoes to fill. I would be remiss 
if I didn't open my very first marketing article by wishing 
Denise well as she begins this new and exciting chapter 
of life. Thanks for all of your guidance, Denise. Enjoy your 
retirement!

I began my career with SNPJ fresh out of college. Dur-
ing that chapter of life, the last thing on my mind was life 
insurance. However, over the course of my 13 years here, 
I’ve started to repay my student loans, purchased a new 
car, got married and bought a house. Needless to say, the 
importance of life insurance quickly sank in! Although my 
husband and I are both insured, I’m beginning to wonder 
if we have enough coverage for my new chapter of life. 
Sure, our biggest expense, our mortgage, will be taken 
care of, but what about the other monthly payments we 
make toward our debts? No matter how big or how small, 
those payments, on top of the other expenses my income 
covers, will become quite the burden should I pass away 
unexpectedly. Taking away half of a two-income house-
hold would greatly reduce my family’s means for living 
comfortably. I certainly wouldn’t want them to struggle in 
my absence, so why not prepare ahead of time?

Life insurance isn't a one-size-fits-all product. What 
is adequate coverage for me and my family may not be 
enough protection for you and yours. It also isn’t a one-
and-done deal. As your chapters of life change – marriage, 
children, education expenses, home purchases – so too 
do your insurance needs. While our current coverage 
was sufficient at the time it was purchased, perhaps it’s 
no longer enough to handle our needs. Every so often it’s 
important to look at the coverage you have in comparison 
to your expenses so that, in the unfortunate event of an 
unexpected passing, your family will have one less thing 
to worry about.

Does your insurance coverage suit your current chapter 
of life? It’s been a while since my family has evaluated 
our needs, so we’ll be sitting down soon to do so, and I 
encourage you do to the same! If you have any questions 
during your discussion, our staff and our agents are here 
to help. I look forward to speaking with you soon!
• Thought for the Month – “When you are reading a 

book and you finish a chapter, you don’t keep re-reading 
the chapter you just finished. You move on to the next 
chapter to see what happens.”

Stephen Reid

Chapters of Life

SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
Your loyalty with SNPJ is now being rewarded! 

Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
and open your new SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

* No fees attached to either Loyalty Annuity
* Rates not guaranteed after the first year

* 2.0% guaranteed minimum
* IRAs/Roth IRA /non-qualified eligible

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

4.0% Loyalty 8 Annuity
8-year surrender period

4.0% first-year guarantee rate 
for conversions of existing 

SNPJ annuities
3.75% first-year guarantee rate

for new money
3.0% in years two through eight

2.75% in year nine and after

3.5% Loyalty 5 Annuity
5-year surrender period

3.5% first-year guarantee rate 
for conversions of existing 

SNPJ annuities
3.25% first-year guarantee rate

for new money
2.75% in year two and after



SNPJ fraternal sympathies

V DrAG IN LJUBeč SPOMIN
mojemu dragemu možu

STANLEy W. SOMMERS

NeizmerNo hvaležNa iN žalostNa žeNa Jožefa iN ostali.

Ostra temna črta je zarezala v 
življenje, da je postala pokrajina 

bolečine in žalosti. Stojim nema in 
brez moči, da bi stopila onstran, 

kamor je odšel moj najdražji.

Nobena beseda nas ne more 
več združiti. Le misel, da je 

bilo z njim nekoč lepo, me naj 
pomaga tolažiti. Ostal mi bo 
v lepem in trajnem spominu.

Sis. Mary Ann Badia
• Lodge 6 •

SyGAN, Pa. — The members 
of Lodge 6 sadly report the 
June 30, 2019, passing of Sis. 
Mary Ann Badia, 75, of Can-
onsburg, Pa., at ManorCare, 
McMurray, Pa., after a brief 
illness.

Sis. Badia was born Jan. 
26, 1944, in Atlasburg, Pa., the 
daughter of the late Edward 
and Freda Goleski Viloski. 
She was a 1962 graduate of 
Burgettstown High School. 

On July 24, 1965, she mar-
ried her beloved husband, 
Daniel Badia. He preceded her 
in death in November 1981.

A widowed mother of four, 
she went back to college and 
earned a degree in business 
administration from Robert 
Morris University at age 48.

She was employed by West-
ern Center as an administra-
tive assistant, then went on to 
work for SCI in Waynesburg, 
Pa., for several years, and 
finished her career working at 
the Pennsylvania State Police 
Barracks in Washington, Pa. 
Following retirement, she was 
employed by Penn Commer-
cial, where she taught business 
classes.

A faithful and devout 
Catholic, she was a member 
of St. Patrick Catholic Church 
in Canonsburg, where she was 
an active parishioner, served 
as a Christian Mother, taught 
Confraternity of Christian 
Doctrine, and was a Eucha-
ristic minister for many years.

Mary Ann had many in-
terests and hobbies, includ-
ing taking bus trips with her 
family, baking and cooking. 
Her family was her passion, 
and she enjoyed spending 
time with them, especially 
her grandchildren. She was a 
lovely woman with an inner 
beauty that radiated from her 
beautiful smile and loving 
heart. She will be missed 
and forever in the hearts of 
her family and the people she 
touched along her life journey.

She is survived by her 
children, Lisa M. Badia of 
Castle Shannon, Pa., Carla 
Hutchinson of Houston, Pa., 
and Daniel E. Badia and Mary-
ann (David) Ledger, both of 
Canonsburg; four grandchil-
dren; her brother, Charlie E. 
(Joyce) Jeswilkowski of Peters 
Twp., Pa.; and several nieces 
and nephews.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Badia 
on July 3 in St. Patrick Catholic 
Church, Canonsburg. Inter-
ment followed in St. Patrick 
Cemetery.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 6 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Badia’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. David J. Block Sr.
• Lodge 245 •

LAWRENCE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 245 sadly 
report the July 23, 2019, pass-
ing of Bro. David Joseph Block 
Sr., 57, of Nineveh, Pa. He was 
a 39-year SNPJ member.

Bro. Block was born Nov. 
7, 1961, in Canonsburg, Pa., a 
son of David and Edna Snow 
Block. He was employed as a 
prep cook, and was an avid 

Steelers football fan.
Surviving are his fiance, 

Tammy Kelly; a son, David 
J. Block Jr., and a daughter, 
Felisha Block, both of Cuddy, 
Pa.; a brother, Dana (Deb-
bie) Block; a sister, Carrie 
Areford; three grandchildren; 
four great-grandchildren; 
several stepchildren and step-
grandchildren; and nieces and 
nephews.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents.

Services for Bro. Block 
were held July 30 in Sollon Fu-
neral and Cremation Services, 
Ltd., Canonsburg, officiated 
by Rev. James O’Brien.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 245 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our condolences to Bro. 
Block’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Sara C. Striner
• Lodge 6 •

SyGAN, Pa. — The members 
of Lodge 6 sadly report the 
Aug. 6, 2019, passing of Sis. 
Sara C. Striner, 83, of Canon-
sburg, Pa., in Donnell House, 
Washington, Pa., following a 
brief illness. She was a 41-year 
SNPJ member.

Sis. Striner was born Dec. 
5, 1935, in Canonsburg, a 
daughter of the late Joseph 
and Elizabeth Conner Cass. 
She was Protestant by faith, 
and prior to her retirement had 
been employed for 20 years 
as a telephone operator with 
AT&T in Florida. She lived in 
Florida from 1965 until 1991, 
when she returned to the area.

Her husband, Anthony 
Striner Jr., passed away Oct. 7, 
1984. Sara is survived by three 
sons, Anthony Joseph (Leigh) 
Striner of Merritt Island, Fla., 
John Michael (Renee) Striner 
of Leesburg, Va., and Matthew 
Alan (Paula) Striner of Stow, 
Ohio; her daughter, Mary Ann 
(Roger “Burt”) Page of Viera, 
Fla.; two sisters, Rebecca 
Fehl of McDonald, Pa., and 
Marie Ullom of Hickory, Pa.; 
a brother, Raymond “Buzz” 
(Janet) Cass of Trinity, Fla.; 
seven grandchildren; and 
several nieces and nephews. 

In addition to her husband 
and parents, she was preceded 
in death by several brothers 
and sisters.

A private celebration of life 
was held at Salandra Funeral 
and Cremation Services, Inc., 
Canonsburg. Interment fol-
lowed in Oak Spring Cem-
etery, Canonsburg.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 6 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Striner’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Mary J. Evanick 
• Lodge 223 •

GREENSBURG, Pa. — 
The Evanick family and the 
members of Lodge 223 sadly 
report the Aug. 16, 2019, 
passing of Sis. Mary Evanick, 
97, of Homer City, Pa., at St. 
Andrew’s Village, Indiana, Pa.

Sis. Evanick was born 
Nov. 1, 1921, in Homer City, a 
daughter of Joseph and Mary 
Modic. She attended Indiana 
State Teachers College and 
retired after 20-plus years from 

Homer-Center School District 
as a dedicated school board 
secretary. 

A 79-year SNPJ member, 
she was also a member of Our 
Lady of the Assumption Parish 
and CFU.

Mary was happiest when she 
was surrounded by family and 
friends, and she loved to visit 
around her kitchen table with 
a cup of coffee or glass of iced 
tea, always with a homemade 
sweet. She liked to bake, cook, 
sew and shop. 

She had a love of Slovenian 
and Croatian music, and taught 
three generations the fun of 
polka dancing. In earlier years, 
she and her family enjoyed 
meeting friends from Ohio at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center 
for a day of fellowship and 
dancing.

Mary was preceded in death 
by her parents; her husband 
of 65 years, Frank; her loving 
sister, Marge Radakovich; and 
five baby siblings.

She is happily remembered 
by her three children, David 
and Joe (Kathy), both of Homer 
City; and Susan (Nick) Katich 
of Aliquippa, Pa.; nine grand-
children, Melissa (Jim) Nolfi, 
Marena Evanick, JoJo (Ganga) 
Evanick, Ashley (Steve) Stan-
iscia, Kelsey (Sean) Hankey, 
Carrie (Chris) Garritano, 
Emily (Eric) Wodusky, and 
Melanie and Allison Fuhr; 
and 13 great-grandchildren, 
Jimmy, Ella, Tyler, Izzy, Nellie, 
Sonny, Hailey, Franklin, Walt, 
Quinn, Brooks, Mila and Ellie.

A funeral Mass was cel-
ebrated for Sis. Evanick on 
Aug. 19 at Our Lady of the 
Assumption Parish, Lucerne 
Mines, Pa. Interment followed 
in the church cemetery.

Mary’s family thanks the 
staff, residents and families 
of St. Andrew’s Village for the 
care and friendship extended 
to their mother during the 
past three years, and extends 
a special thank you to those 
who made the final week as 
comfortable as possible for 
Mary and her family, including 
365 Hospice.

On behalf of the members 

Sis. MARY J. EVANICK (223)

of Lodge 223 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Evanick’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. Richard D. Carter
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the Aug. 28, 2019, pass-
ing of Bro. Richard D. Carter 
after a long battle with cancer. 

Bro. Carter was born May 
28, 1934, in Hickory, Pa., a son 
of the late Joseph and Bessie 
Williams Carter. He was a 
graduate of Cecil High School, 
class of 1952, and was an active 
member of the class reunion 
committee. 

After graduating from high 
school, he worked at the RCA 
in Meadowlands, Pa. He was 
drafted into the U.S. Army in 
1957, serving two years in Fort 
Knox, Ky. Upon finishing his 
two years in the Army, Rich at-
tended Clarion University and 
California University of Penn-
sylvania, where he received a 
bachelor of science degree in 
science in 1963. 

Richard joined the staff 
at Canon-McMillan School 
District, where he taught 
chemistry and initiated Earth 
and Space Science to its cur-
riculum. He then attended the 
University of Missouri on a 
National Science Fellowship in 
1965 and received a certificate 
in geology. He also received a 
National Science Fellowship 
to attend Union College in 
Schenectady, N.Y., where he 
received a master’s degree in 
chemistry. 

Richard also accepted a 
grant from Westinghouse 
in 1970 to attend Seton Hill 
University. In 1969 he joined 
the staff at Bethel Park High 
School, where he taught chem-
istry, nurses chemistry and 
geology. He initiated the Earth 
and Space Science course into 
its curriculum as well. He re-
tired in 1992 from Bethel Park 
High School.

In 1993 he joined the staff 
at Christ United Method-
ist Church as maintenance 
supervisor and overseer of 
an addition the church was 
undertaking.

Richard was a partner 
with his brother-in-law, Joe 
Gowern, in purchasing homes 
in Canonsburg, Pa., and reno-
vating them for sale or rent. 
He enjoyed building decks and 
game rooms for many people 
over the years. 

He was a collector of 
many antique cars. He built 
a 1952 MG TD and a 1963 
Rag-top V.W.; both cars won 

many awards. Every car that 
he owned over the years he 
renovated and did the body 
and fender work. He learned 
body and fender work when 
employed by Boak’s of Cecil, 
Pa., while in high school.

In addition to his SNPJ 
membership, Rich belonged to 
the MG Club and the Mercedes 
Club. He was also a member 
of Christ United Methodist 
Church, where he served on 
many committees over the 
years. He was a member of the 
Tuesday Morning Men’s Con-
sortium, and a past elder and 
deacon of Venice Presbyterian 
Church in Cecil.

He is survived by his wife 
of 56 years, Linda Gowern 
Carter; a son, Christopher 
(Jill) of Canonsburg; a daugh-
ter, Lenley (Jeremy) Casares 
of Upper St. Clair, Pa.; five 
grandchildren; his sister, Shir-
ley (Ted) Thomas; a brother-
in-law, Sidney Mastrangelo; a 
sister-in-law, Libby Gowern; 
and many nieces, nephews, 
cousins and good friends.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents; his brothers, Bill, 
Joe, Tom, George, Calvin and 
Don; his sisters, LaVerna, Lau-
ra and Donna; and a nephew 
and great friend, Tuck Carter.

Rich always said that people 
will remember him for his love 
of cars, but he would rather 
be remembered for making 
people smile. He had a wonder-
ful sense of humor and was a 
friend to all.

Funeral services for Bro. 
Carter were held Sept. 7 
in Christ United Methodist 
Church, Bethel Park, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Carter’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Kathleen B. Penwell
• Lodge 771 President •

HILLSVILLE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 771 sadly 
report the Sept. 13, 2019, pass-
ing of Sis. Kathleen B. (Pez-
zulo) Penwell, 66, of Hillsville, 
at Cleveland Clinic Hillcrest 
with her beloved twin sister, 
Marlene, by her side.

Sis. Penwell was born Sept. 
7, 1953, a daughter of the late 
Michael and Lillian Moffo Pez-
zulo. She was a 1971 graduate 
of Mohawk Junior/Senior High 
School and Youngstown State 
University in 1975. 

With a master’s degree in 
education, she was a dedicated 

SNPJ Crossword
HALLOWEEN (#1019) solution

Sis. KATHLEEN B. PENWELL (771)

In Loving Memory of

GEORGE  and

JULIA FRANIK

Remembered always by daughter Georgene, and grandsons Scot and Travis

Silent memories keep you near 
As time unfolds another year,
No longer in our lives to share

But in our hearts you are always there.
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special education teacher at 
Struthers (Ohio) City Schools 
for 30 years, at B.C.C. Schools, 
and with autistic children for 
one year. After she retired, 
she continued to tutor children 
at Springfield (Ohio) Local 
Schools.

In addition to 32 years of 
SNPJ membership, during 
which she served as Lodge 
771 president from 2014 until 
her passing, Kathy was also a 
member of Holy Spirit Parish, 
Christ the King, and served as 
president of Christian Mothers 
at Christ the King.

She was an avid Pittsburgh 
Steelers fan, and everyone who 
knew her will always remem-
ber the great big Mama P. Hugs.

She is survived by her 
only son, Jonathan (Heather 
Moore) Penwell of Pulaski, 
Pa.; the loves of her life, her 
six grandchildren, Samantha 
(Brandon) of Hillsville, and 
Camrynn, Cadan, Brayden, 
Brianna and Hunter of Pulaski; 
a great-grandchild, Triton; her 
twin sister, Marlene (Daniel) 
D’Amato; her brother, Charles 
(Jackie) Pezzulo; a sister and 
brother-in-law, Barbara (Roy) 
Erwin; her mother-in-law; 
Mary Margaret (Taylor) Pen-
well; as well as several nieces 
and nephews.

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death on 
Dec. 2, 2012, by her beloved 
husband, John D. Penwell, 
whom she married Aug. 24, 
1973.

A blessing service was 
held for Sis. Penwell on Sept. 
17 at the Ed & Don DeCarbo 
Funeral Home & Crematory, 
New Castle, Pa., officiated by 
the Rev. Russell Shuluga and 
Deacon John Carran. Burial 
followed in St. Lawrence 
Cemetery, Hillsville.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 771 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Penwell’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO

DEATHS REPORTED
For the month of September 2019
   DATE OF
LODGE NAME DEATH CITY/STATE
 A02 Marie D. Wellhausen 06-17-2019 Vandergrift, Pa.
 A02 William J. Parker 08-27-2019 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 FD4 Edward G. Mahr 08-20-2019 Moon Twp., Pa.
 1 Dana R. Boyd 08-01-2019 San Diego, Calif.
 2 Robert H. Church Sr. 06-07-2019 Greenview, Ill.
 3 Theresa M. Shustrick 09-12-2019 Johnstown, Pa.
 5 Gary A. Mezgec 08-06-2019 Peninsula, Ohio
 6 Alice Rice 08-22-2019 Bethel Park, Pa.
 8 Peter J. Marianovich 08-09-2019 Vandalia, Mich.
 8 Lillian M. Pillarella 08-19-2019 Schererville, Ind.
 41 Joseph Katkowski 08-06-2019 Cheswick, Pa.
 89 William D. Sray 08-28-2019 Oakdale, Pa.
 106 Alvin R. Miklaucic 08-15-2019 Matthews, N.C.
 107 Otto Lenich 06-22-2015 West Frankfort, Ill.
 126 Margaret L. Vento 06-21-2019 Strongsville, Ohio
 138 Janet Ford 09-05-2015 Washington, Pa.
 138 Nancy A. Grady 08-12-2019 Strabane, Pa.
 142 Mary A. Petscher 09-13-2018 Rocky River, Ohio
 158 Joseph R. Samsa 08-04-2018 Cleveland, Ohio
 158 Nicholas C. Barbish 07-13-2019 Euclid, Ohio
 218 Carl D. Marchun 01-01-2014 Fruita, Colo.
 223 Mary J. Evanick 08-16-2019 Aliquippa, Pa.
 225 Conjetta M. Byrnes 08-13-2019 Springfield, Mo.
 245 David J. Block Sr. 07-23-2019 Canonsburg, Pa.
 254 Emogene M. Uchaker 08-20-2019 Rome, Ohio
 449 Emilie J. Campbell 06-20-2019 Arlington Hts., Ill.
 562 Judy L. Fedczak 08-29-2019 Wheeling, W.Va.
 584 Arthur H. Yamnik 08-01-2019 New Berlin, Wis.
 584 Thomas J. Obluck 02-01-2019 Milwaukee, Wis.
 584 Johanna Wehrung 05-16-2019 Janesville, Wis.
 584 Julia F. Kemen 02-17-2019 Kenosha, Wis.
 584 Delores I. Baross 08-23-2019 Ironwood, Mich.
 584 Virginia M. Mikrut 01-07-2017 Eagan, Minn.
 721 Joseph P. Kolter 09-08-2019 Harrisburg, Pa.
 723 Charles W. Pechinko 08-20-2019 Fontana, Calif.
 749 Dennis L. Setinsek 09-15-2015 Roanoke, Texas
 776 Edward M. Mochnach 03-10-2019 Columbiana, Ohio

Important figures to consider...
29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

1-800-843-7675

!
If your coverage is over 5 years old,

contact SNPJ for a policy review.
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2019 SNPJ Family Twosome Bowling Tournament
Bowl anytime during the month of November
Submit all entries to SNPJ Fraternal Director,
247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126

ENTRy DEADLINE is Dec. 6, 2019

Game 1

Adult

Youth

Divisions
 MAJORS (ages 15-18)
 JUNIORS (ages 12-14)
 PREPS (ages 9-11)
 BANTAMS (age 8 and under)
 [Bantams bowl 2 games only]

TEAM 1: Indicate Division and Entry Class within division
Age Division determined by age as of Oct. 31, 2019

Entry Class
 MOTHER-SON
 MOTHER-DAUGHTER
 FATHER-SON
 FATHER-DAUGHTER
 GR’MOTHER-GR’SON
 GR’MOTHER-GR’DAUGHTER
 GR’FATHER-GR’SON
 GR’FATHER-GR’DAUGHTER

REPORT OF SCORES BOWLED — TEAM 1

Avg. Game 2 Game 3 Series Total

Adult Bowler’s Lodge No. _____
youth Bowler’s Lodge No. _____

Game 1

Adult

Youth

TEAM 2: Indicate Division and Entry Class within division
Age Division determined by age as of Oct. 31, 2019

Entry Class
 MOTHER-SON
 MOTHER-DAUGHTER
 FATHER-SON
 FATHER-DAUGHTER
 GR’MOTHER-GR’SON
 GR’MOTHER-GR’DAUGHTER
 GR’FATHER-GR’SON
 GR’FATHER-GR’DAUGHTER

REPORT OF SCORES BOWLED — TEAM 2

Avg. Game 2 Game 3 Series Total

Game 1

Adult

Youth

TEAM 3: Indicate Division and Entry Class within division
Age Division determined by age as of Oct. 31, 2019

Entry Class
 MOTHER-SON
 MOTHER-DAUGHTER
 FATHER-SON
 FATHER-DAUGHTER
 GR’MOTHER-GR’SON
 GR’MOTHER-GR’DAUGHTER
 GR’FATHER-GR’SON
 GR’FATHER-GR’DAUGHTER

REPORT OF SCORES BOWLED — TEAM 3

Avg. Game 2 Game 3 Series Total

Divisions
 MAJORS (ages 15-18)
 JUNIORS (ages 12-14)
 PREPS (ages 9-11)
 BANTAMS (age 8 and under)
 [Bantams bowl 2 games only]

Adult Bowler’s Lodge No. _____
youth Bowler’s Lodge No. _____

Divisions
 MAJORS (ages 15-18)
 JUNIORS (ages 12-14)
 PREPS (ages 9-11)
 BANTAMS (age 8 and under)
 [Bantams bowl 2 games only]

Adult Bowler’s Lodge No. _____
youth Bowler’s Lodge No. _____

SNPJ Recreation Center
2020 Fraternal Events
Schedule
May 2-3 National Bowling Tournament
May 24 Recreation Center Brew & Bean Festival
  (Micro Brew & Chili Cookoff) 
June 12-14 SNPJ Heritage Center Heritage Weekend
June 19-21 SNPJ Young Adult Conference
July 10-12 SLOVENEFEST 2020
July 24-26 Youth Roundup Weekend
July 26-Aug. 1 SNPJ Family Week
Aug. 16-22 SNPJ Senior Week
Sept. 4-6 National SNPJ Days
Sept. 26 Recreation Center Wine & Sausage Fest

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. 
— Senior Week at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center started with 
check-in during the afternoon 
of Aug. 18. After dinner we 
gathered in the Gostilna for a 
welcome reception. 

We opened registration 
for the balina tournament on 
Monday morning at breakfast, 
and then participated in the 
arts and crafts class: painting 
flower pots.

The afternoon was spent at 
the pool and Tiki Bar, and the 
Monday evening activity was a 
friendly game of Family Feud 
in the Gostilna.

Senior Week participants 
started Tuesday morning with 
the balina tournament, which 

continued into the afternoon. 
Congratulations to Patti Evan-
ish (715), Joanne Vasilko (749), 
Rita Ernharth (106) and Sonny 
Jurkowski (564) for winning 
this tournament. Bar bingo 
served as the Tuesday evening 
entertainment.

The Wednesday morning 
arts and crafts class was a 
continuation of the previous 
class; we planted flowers in our 
freshly-painted flower pots.

We had a special guest for 
lunch on Wednesday as SNPJ 
Sales Director David Ely pre-
sented an update on the many 
financial products SNPJ offers. 
Dave stayed around during the 
afternoon to provide special 
one-on-one time with anyone 
who had personal financial 
questions.

Over the past couple of 
years, Wednesday has turned 
into a special “Slovenia Day,” 
and this year was no exception. 
Many thanks to SNPJ Heritage 
Center Committee member 
Tracey Belle (138) for joining 
us at Senior Week and teach-
ing a strudel-making class on 
Wednesday afternoon.

The Senior Week partici-
pants were able to enjoy the 
results of this class during 
the wine and cheese reception 
hosted by the SNPJ Heritage 
Center later in the afternoon. 
Our thanks to Heritage Cen-
ter Committee Chairperson 
Kathy Paulenich (776) and 
committee member Ed Robich 
(31) for hosting this reception 
and spending the afternoon 
with us.

The enter tainment on 
Wednesday evening featured 
a hayride followed by a movie 
in the Heritage Pavilion. 

On Thursday morning the 
participants competed in a 
beanbag toss tournament. Con-
gratulations to the winners, 
Carol Brand (6) and Rowland 
Hudson (564). Second place 
honors went to Patti Evanish 
(715) and Bob Felton.

An annual tradition at 
Senior Week is the Chinese 
auction, in which participants 
donate items to be drawn-off 
and are able to purchase chanc-
es to win donated items. This 
year’s auction proceeds, $60, 
were donated to the Rec Center 
Cabin Renovation Fund.

The enter tainment on 
Thursday evening was pro-

vided by Patty C and the Guys 
in the Gostilna. They always 
do a terrific job entertaining 
us during Senior Week.

On Friday afternoon, mem-
bers in the SNPJ Trailer Court 
who attended Senior Week 
pooled their resources and 
hosted a picnic for the Senior 
Week participants. This is the 
second year for this picnic, 
and it is quickly becoming a 
Senior Week tradition. Thanks 
for doing this!

The Friday evening enter-
tainment in the Gostilna was 
provided by the Western Pa. 
Button Box Club.

We thank everyone who at-
tended Senior Week and look 
forward to hosting you next 
year at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center. We have room to grow, 

so if this seems like something 
you or someone you know may 
enjoy, I invite you to contact 
the SNPJ Recreation Center 
and register to join in the fun.

For those of you who aren’t 
familiar with Senior Week, 
basically it’s a summer camp 
for adults age 50 and up. As 
you can see, we schedule ac-
tivities throughout the week 
that keep you busy, but at the 
same time allow some down 
time to enjoy the beautiful 
SNPJ Recreation Center 
grounds in the company of 
fellow SNPJ members. Cabins 
are available during the week 
at reasonable rates. 

Along with all of the activi-
ties, add in three great meals 
each day and you’re all set for 
a wonderful camp experience!

Senior Week an annual camp experience at the SNPJ Recreation Center

Sygan Bowling Center is hiring an individual to run 
the bowling alleys and machinery for an 8-lane bowl-
ing center starting as soon as possible. The position 
consists of almost all evening hours starting at 6 p.m. 
and allows for the opportunity to bring in additional 
leagues for either daytime or evening bowling.  

Salary is commensurate with experience. Additional 
earnings opportunity available with increased number 
of bowling leagues. 

Contact the Sygan Bowling Center
by phone: 412-221-9862 

(leave name and contact information)

or e-mail: snpjsygan@gmail.com

Bowling Manager/Mechanic
iMMediate availaBility • near Bridgeville, Pa

Looking for information on 
your SNPJ life insurance 
and annuity policies? 
Visit snpj.org, click the 
PolicyView link, then follow 
the step-by-step instructions.

at your fingertips
information

Utopians Lodge 604 honors members 
during August picnic at the SNPJ Farm

[From left] Miss SNPJ 
DANIELLA VOLPE 
(158) with Utopians 

Lodge 50-year 
member GEORGE 

TREBETS and 
Lodge 604 President 

KATHLEEN 
TREBETS.

Utopians Lodge 604 members in attendance at the Aug. 4 Lodge picnic held at the 
SNPJ Farm.

by GERRI TREBETS
Lodge 604 Secretary

CLEVELAND — Beautiful 
weather, a standout crowd and 
a delicious food fare describes 
the Utopians Lodge 604 annual 
picnic, held Aug. 4 at the SNPJ 
Farm. We couldn’t ask for a more 
perfect day weather-wise, with a 
crowd of 300 in attendance.  

Al (“Big Al”) Vilcheck, who 
is an award-winning barbeque 
champ in the Cleveland area, 
filled the air with the sweet 
smells of brisket and chicken 
which has earned him the title 
of master barbeque chef. In ad-
dition, Big Al made baked beans 
and his mother’s cole slaw recipe 
while adding his own touch. We 
also served sausage, kraut and 
Slovenian potato dinners, along 
with homemade donuts, potica 
and strudel. We sold out of just 
about everything!

We engaged Joey Tomsick 
and his orchestra, who played 
exceptional tunes (for which he 
is well known) throughout the 
afternoon. Thank you, Joey and 
all members of the band, for mak-
ing our afternoon a special one. 
You sure know how to tickle those 
ivories! Many dancers filled the 
floor or just sat and tapped their 

toes, or sang along to the lilting 
melodies. 

At all of our picnics, we like to 
honor those members who have 
been with the Society for 50, 60, 
70 or 80 years. Unfortunately, 
some live out of town or just 
weren’t able to attend our picnic 
due to illness or other commit-
ments.

We were honored to have two 
50-year members in attendance, 
Walter McMinn and George Tre-
bets. Unfortunately, Walter had 
to leave before the presentation 
later in the day. Both received a 
complimentary dinner, a bouton-
niere and a gift card  as a thank 
you for supporting the SNPJ for 
so many years and contributing 
their time to our Lodge.

Those unable to attend were 
50-year members Frank E. Og-
oreuc Jr., Paulette D. Fiore, Nancy 
M. Chick, Barbara Edstrom, 
Christine Lefferts, Nancy E. 
Kives and Ronald J. Samsa; and 
60-year member Diane M. Bencin 
Sutyak. Congratulations to all!

We also held a drawing to 
benefit the Parkinson’s Founda-
tion, and there were many prizes 
available. I want to thank Char-
lotte Perdan for orchestrating the 
drawing, and those members who 

contributed gifts to distribute. All 
proceeds went to the foundation.

I would like to thank Miss 
SNPJ Daniella Volpe for be-
ing in attendance at our picnic.  
She was kind enough to help 
with the drawing and was also 
asked to say a few words before 
our presentation of the 50-year 
member awards. We wish her a 
fulfilling and rewarding year as 
our Miss SNPJ. 

I want to thank the Utopians 
Lodge officers, Kathleen Trebets, 
Rudy and Charlotte Perdan, 
Ally Perdan, Bill and Pam Dirk; 
additional Lodge members; the 
Ladies Auxiliary; and our donut 
and bread makers who worked 
throughout the day to make this 
a most successful event. Thanks 
as well to several newcomers 
who came out for their very first 
visit. We hope you will continue 
to attend many more picnics in 
the future.

The picnic season has come to 
an end, and I want to thank all who 
came out to support our beautiful 
SNPJ Farm. We couldn’t survive 
without your continued support.

I wish everyone a wonder-
ful, healthy and happy holiday 
season, and hope to see you all 
next year.

by JEAN KOCI
Lodge 786 Secretary/Treasurer

ORANGE COUNTy, Calif. 
— Arnie and I spent eight days 
in Slovenia with our son Tim 
and his wife Lisa, as well as 
our daughter Janet Lundgren 
and her husband John. We were 
able to connect with some of 
my cousins and friends that 
we’ve met through the years. 
We were happy to be able to 
share the experience with Tim, 
Janet, and their spouses.  

We also connected with the 
Slowind Quintet that had vis-
ited with us several years ago, 

and visited friends and family 
with whom we have communi-
cated through the years.  

It was a marvelous time in 
this very beautiful country on 
the “sunny side of the Alps.” 
We were able to show our son 
and daughter the birthplaces of 
their Slovenian grandparents. 

One highlight of the tour 
was a night at the Philhar-
monic enjoying a concert that 
featured our friends in the 
Slowind Quintet. We attended 
a backstage post-performance 
party which was very special, 
indeed!

The Koci family with the members of the Slowind Quintet and 
their spouses backstage at the Philharmonic concert hall in 
Ljubljana, Slovenia.

The chance to reconnect 
with friends in Slovenia

[From left] Jean Koci’s cousins, Milana and Aljosa Azman, 
joined JEAN, TIM and LISA KOCI, JANET and JOHN 
LuNDGREN, and ARNIE KOCI for a special family dinner. 
The Kocis and Lundgrens are all members of Lodge 786.
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PROSVETA 2020 Publication Dates

Publication dates are highlighted in black boxes; deadline dates are circled. The deadline for submissions is noon 
on the dates circled above. Submissions may be mailed to PROSVETA, 247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 
15126; faxed to (724) 695-1555; e-mailed to prosveta@snpj.com; or submitted via the Publications section of the 
SNPJ website, www.snpj.org.
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SNPJ Membership Anniversaries 
November 2019

 Lodge Member
 A02 Glenn M. Weiss
 A02 David A. Vey
 A02 Barbara S. Helbling
 5 John Kermavner
 6 Audrey L. Breeger
 6 Charles Breeger
 6 Joseph E. Boyer
 87 Cynthia J. Kacmar
 89 Clare M. King
 106 Diane L. Mogle
 106 Mary J. Pavlovich
 106 Mary F. Persic
 106 William M. Lah
 107 Steven G. Woodruff
 107 Carol S. Schmidt
 107 Tina D. LaPlant
 113 Kenneth S. Hufford
 138 Linda E. Kocian
 138 Frank J. Martincic
 138 Joanne D. Montana
 153 Ilene J. Fabian
 207 Marcia Summers

 Lodge Member
 216 David M. Lipesky
 223 Fay M. Conte   
 223 Joseph A. Noga
 265 Beverly A. Luginski
 371 Robert S. Luoma
 518 Peggy A. Majher
 559 Denise M. Hoytt
 562 Anna C. Opatrny
 564 Andre R. Potochnik
 576 Judith A. Holmes
 576 Frank C. Glazar
 576 Joseph J. Novak
 584 Donald R. Schwab
 584 Thomas F. Schwab
 584 Judy A. Demshar
 603 Renato A. Marisa
 643 John S. Niemczura
 715 Nick P. Liberato
 723 Larry K. Schwartz
 771 Joseph J. Andrevich
 782 Jeffrey Pompe
 782 Gregg L. Pompe

50-Year Members

 Lodge Member
 5 Virginia E. Burton
 6 James A. Vehar
 33 Charlotte R. Grosdeck
 34 Patricia Matkovic
 120 Serene A. Bartoletti
 138 John A. Yauch
 138 Margaret A. Mosurak
 142 Robert J. Kostick
 218 Rose M. Blatnik
 254 Raymond A. Nolte 

Lodge Member
 254 Carol J. Gahagan
 518 Nancy A. Cowan
 559 Kathleen A. Gorman
 559 Arlene M. Hudale
 562 Marianne Baier
 581 Marian A. Mosley
 603 Judith A. Trimm
 614 Joan M. Gregorcic
 715 Albert D. Delach
 723 Frances K. Rickner
 782 Jacqueline A. Jamison

60-Year Members

 Lodge Member
 5 William J. Konestabo
 34 Frances A. Kellar
 113 Mildred Vuksinick
 138 Mildred J. Sivavec
 216 Jennie M. Flisek

 Lodge Member
 254 Elizabeth M. Kozuch
 559 Margaret Maid
 584 David Koschak
 603 Dorothy M. Coughenour
 723 Jacqueline Blatnick
 771 Veronica R. Wright

70-Year Members

80-Year Members
 Lodge Member
 6 Henry M. Ursitz
 584 Frances Cady
 719 Rose Kiselich

by MARION VOLPE
Lodge 564 Secretary

DETROIT — This year’s 
Lodge 564 picnic was held at 
our usual spot at Dodge Park 
in Sterling Heights, Mich. We 
had approximately 35 members 
in attendance. Luckily, for the 
second year in a row we were 
able to save a spot under the 
large pavilion that is normally 
used for the city’s farmers 
market.

The weather couldn’t have 
been any better in the morning, 
but it certainly didn’t end up 
that way. A storm came fast 
and furious, forcing everyone 
to move in closer to the middle 
of the pavilion to avoid getting 
drenched. We all survived it, 
and after the storm cleared we 

all had a good time.  
The potluck menu couldn’t 

have been planned any better. 
We have the best cooks in our 
Lodge, and the Lodge provided 
sausages, hot dogs, pop and 
beer. Eddie Adamic played his 
accordion, as always, enter-
taining us with some Slovenian 
polkas. Rob DeBlander also 
livened up the park with the 
sounds of his accordion.

Sheryl Bernik was in at-
tendance and brought her aunt 
Angie along. It’s always nice 
to see them and chat about 
old times. It was also nice to 
see the Bucciarelli and Doyle 
families who drove all the way 
from the west side of Detroit. 
We were happy to see Fran 
Adamic could make it out after 

her recent health issues.
After eating, enjoying the 

music and socializing all af-
ternoon and into the evening, 
we held our Lodge meeting. 
We approved a $100 donation 
to the CROP Walk for Hunger. 
It’s a worthy cause to which we 
donate every year. 

Thank you to all the workers 
who make this event possible 
each year. Rudy Zornik orga-
nized the event, obtained the 
liquor license and brought the 
refreshments. Tom Hostnik, 
Don Harrison and Ermando 
Volpe arrived at the park early 
to reserve the area under the 
pavilion and gather the picnic 
tables. Danny Volpe, our new 
Lodge treasurer, did the grill-
ing again this year.

Our next event, the annual 
Grape Dance, was held Oct. 6 
at the Croatian Club in Warren, 
Mich., featuring entertainment 
by the DeBlander Band. 

I would like to congratulate 
the Young American Lodge 
564 men’s balina team, Dan 
Bosek, Roland Hudson, John 
Volpe and Ermando Volpe, 
for winning the 2019 SNPJ 
National Balina Tournament 
during National SNPJ Days 
held at the Recreation Cen-
ter. Julie Bosek was also on 
the winning women’s balina 
team. Our Lodge was well 
represented!

In closing, I wish everyone 
in SNPJland, near and far, a 
happy fall season and a happy 
Halloween. Na svidenje!

Lodge 564 members gather for a picnic in the park to close out the summer

Despite a stormy afternoon, the Lodge 564 annual picnic 
drew a crowd to Dodge Park in Sterling Heights, Mich.

by KEVIN RICHARDS
Lodge 106

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Fall greetings 
from Imperial Lodge 106. We play 
bar bingo on the first and third Thurs-
days of the month. Early bird games 
start at 6:30 p.m., the first regular 
game starts at 7, and we will play 
until about 9 p.m. The SNPJ Lodge 
106 Kitchen is open for bar bingo.

Stop by the club on the first Tues-
day of each month to see bartender 
Shari and enjoy an evening of free 
jukebox.

The SNPJ Lodge 106 clubroom 

will once again serve as a drop-off 
location for the Marine Corp Reserves 
Toys for Tots Program. Please drop off 
new, unwrapped toys in our clubroom 
during regular business hours. You 
can also drop off your toy donations 
in the lobby at the SNPJ Home Office 
across the driveway.

A euchre tournament is scheduled 
Sunday, Nov. 10, at 2 p.m. The entry 
fee is $10; a food buffet will be avail-
able. The euchre tournaments will 
continue every other Sunday.

SNPJ Lodge 106 is hosting a 
First Responder Appreciation Day 

on Friday, Nov. 15, from 3 to 7 p.m. 
All local police, fire, EMS and rescue 
companies are invited to enjoy a meal 
on us as we show them that we truly 
appreciate the great things they do to 
keep our community safe.

Kick-off the Thanksgiving holi-
day in the Lodge 106 clubroom on 
Wednesday, Nov. 27, as we enjoy the 
music of the Silver Sky Duo from 8 
to 11 p.m. The clubroom will also 
be open on Thanksgiving Day from 
11 a.m. until 3 p.m., staffed by guest 
bartender John Tuite.

The Dick Tady Orchestra is host-

ing a Christmas polka dance in the 
Imperial Room at SNPJ Lodge 106 
on Sunday, Dec. 1, from 2 to 6 p.m. 
The SNPJ Lodge 106 Kitchen will be 
offering a food buffet for purchase.

The Lodge 106 children’s Christ-
mas party will be held Sunday, Dec. 
15, in the Imperial Room at SNPJ 
Lodge 106 from 1 to 3 p.m., offering 
food, games, music and a visit from 
good Ol’ Saint Nick.

The Lodge 106 adult Christmas 
party will be held Saturday, Dec. 21. 
Brother Rick and the Doo-Wop All 
Stars will be performing during din-

ner, and the Shades of Time Trio will 
round out the evening, entertaining 
from 8 to 11 p.m. Food will be avail-
able and prize drawings will be held.

Would you like to receive periodic 
e-mails from SNPJ Lodge 106 about 
upcoming events and important an-
nouncements? If so, send an e-mail 
to snpj106@gmail.com and we’ll add 
you to our e-mail list.

Keep track of all SNPJ Lodge 106 
activities by visiting the “Upcoming 
Events” page on our website, www.
snpjimperialpa.com. Be sure to check 
us out on Facebook and “like” us.

The countdown to the holiday season is underway at Imperial Lodge 106

Badger Jabber
by BOB SMOLE

Lodge 584

MILWAUkEE — Well, I’m here for 
a very short time since I had additional 
surgery on Oct. 17 and will be out of com-
mission again for recuperation. Anyway, I 
thought I’d come up with a short update.

It was nice to see an article by Sis. 
Meredith Maresh from Lodge 449 regard-
ing a meeting of several Midwest SNPJ 
Young Adults who connected for a visit 
in the Milwaukee area. Sisters Lanie and 
Meredith Maresh met up with Brothers 
Eric and Bryan Donovan (584). As I un-
derstand it, there were to be more Young 
Adults attending, but things changed at 
the last minute.  

The meeting took place in August, and 
Eric and Bryan showed Lanie and Mer-
edith around the Milwaukee area, visiting 
the Lake Front Brewery, the Journeyman 
and a Milwaukee Brewers ballgame.  

This brought back many memories of 
the past, when Milwaukee SNPJers would 
fill a bus and head to Illinois for various 
events like balina matches, ballgames and 
their annual picnics. Our fellow SNPJ 
members to the south planned reciprocal 
bus trips to Milwaukee. Those were good 
times; I hope the young adult members can 
enjoy this camaraderie too. Thank you, 
Sis. Maresh, for your article.

The September PROSVETA issue 

listed several Lodge 584 members who 
are celebrating milestone anniversaries 
in our Society: Sis. Shirley M. Vidmar 
and Bro. Charles Ivancic celebrating 
70 years; and Sis. Ann M. Glavan, Bro. 
Ronald S. Seveska and Bro. Michael 
A. Mlinar celebrating 50 years. Badger 
Lodge 584 extends its congratulations to 
these members.

Badger Lodge members held their regu-
lar monthly meeting Oct. 10, as scheduled. 
We’re back to our regular monthly meet-
ings, held at 7 p.m. at Mother of Perpetual 
Help (formerly Mary Queen of Heaven) 
Church, 2360 S. 106 St. in West Allis, Wis. 
Our Lodge meets every second Thursday 
of the month.  

During this meeting, written reports 
were read by the Young Adult members 
who represented our Lodge at the Young 
Adult conference. Brothers Bryan Dono-
van, Bailey Phalen and Tyler Trickle, and 
Sisters Amber Schweiger and Carley 
Schweiger all submitted written reports 
that were placed on file.

The attendance award was won by Bro. 
Bryan Donovan, and Lodge members sang 
the birthday song to Bro. Don Lesar who 
was celebrating his 85th birthday.

A discussion was held regarding a Mil-
waukee Balina League request to recruit 
some of our young Badger Lodge members 
to participate in the local balina league. If 
some of our youth were involved, it would 
greatly improve the league’s longevity. 

The league meets every Monday at 
West Allis Veterans Park, 70th and W. 

Greenfield Ave. I mention the league 
each year in May when the new season 
starts. Denise Bartlett does a fantastic 
job overseeing and running the league, 
and I’m sure she would appreciate a call 
if you are interested or have any questions.  
Denise can be reached at (414) 327-4990.

Well-deserved bowling trophies were 
presented to the winners of the 2018 
SNPJ Family Twosome tournament in the 
Bantam Class: grandfather/granddaughter 
Bro. Gerry Francis and Jocelyn Brown, 
and grandmother/granddaughter Sis. Mary 
Alyce Frances and  Jocelyn Brown. Jocelyn 
also won a meeting attendance award for 
youth member in attendance.

It was wonderful to receive correspon-
dence from longtime good friend Sis. 
Bonnie Deke. Sis. Deke brought me up to 
date on many good friends and members, 
including Sis. Grace Doerk, who is doing 
better and rehabbing – good news! We ex-
tend our best wishes to Sis. Jean Cherway; 
and to good friend Sis. Sharon (Laura), 
who endures a busy and demanding life, 
we send our thoughts and greetings.  

Sis. Deke has moved permanently to 
South Haven, Mich., and we wish her 
the best of luck. Thanks so very much 
for your enjoyable letter, Sis. Deke, and 
please keep in touch. 

The next regular Badger Lodge 584 
meeting will be held Thursday, Nov. 14, 
starting at 7 p.m. sharp. I will resume the 
“Badger Jabber” column after my recu-
peration. Have a happy Thanksgiving and 
a blessed Christmas!

SNPJ offers Roth 
IRAs in addition to 

our regular IRAs and 
annuities to help build 
a safe financial future 

for you and your 
family. We’ve helped 

build secure futures for 
our members for over 

a century. Phone 
1-800-843-7675 

and we’ll be happy 
to help you too.

money... and it’s up to you whether 
you pay now or pay later.

Uncle Sam wants your


