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CLEVELAND — The West Park Slove-
nian National Home at 4583 West 130th 
St. in Cleveland was sold in December 
2017. Anyone with hall shares must turn 
them into Attorney Jeff Sheehan, 9507 
Larnder Ave. #2, Cleveland, OH 44102. 
For information phone (216) 651-0438.

MARIE PIVIK
Lodge 257 President

West Park Home sold;
shares must be claimed

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office will be closed Thursday, Nov. 
22, and Friday, Nov. 23, in celebration 
of the Thanksgiving holiday. Normal 
office hours, 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., will 
resume Monday, Nov. 26. We wish all 
SNPJ members and friends a very happy 
Thanksgiving.

Home Office closed as we
celebrate Thanksgiving

• Haylee A. Tonti
Born Sept. 9, 2017

Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138
SNPJ Lodge 138 welcomes its newest 
member, Haylee A. Tonti. Haylee is the 
daughter of Zachary (138) and Devon Tonti; 
sister of Theo Tonti (138); granddaughter 
of Fred and Marsha Tonti (138), and Rich 
and Mary Diesel; and niece of Shelby Tonti 
(138). We welcome Haylee to the SNPJ and 
extend our best wishes to her entire family.

Photo by Shirley Petrich (371), submitted by Ken Kladnik.

A Solemn Sprucing-Up
Cle Elum, Wash., Lodge 371 members completed a cemetery clean-up, and held their picnic 
and summer meeting on May 28. Eight members helped clean headstones, cut the grass, 
pull weeds, and generally spruce up the SNPJ Cemetery in Cle Elum. The Slovenian section 
is the only privately owned and maintained section within the Cle Elum Cemetery. Pictured 
[from left]: KeiTH KLAdniK (48-year member), ivre KLAdniK (17-year member), KEN 
KLAdniK (50-year member), ALAn PeTricH (64-year member), cHeryL MArAS (50-
year member), MeLiSSA SingLeTAry (21-year member) and MATT KLAdniK (23-year 
member). 

Happy
Thanksgiving

from the SNPJ Home Office staff

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home Office 
lobby will once again serve as a drop-off loca-
tion for the U.S. Marine Corps Reserves Toys for 
Tots program, along with the SNPJ Recreation 
Center, SNPJ Lodge 106 in Imperial, and SNPJ 
Lodge 6 in Sygan, Pa. Your local Lodge may 

also be collecting donations, so I encourage you 
to contact your Lodge secretary. 

Please drop off new, unwrapped toys to these 
locations during regular business hours. The 
donations will be picked up by representatives 
of the Marine Corps Reserves the week of Dec. 
10. We thank you for your generosity through 
the years.

SNPJ office a Toys for Tots drop site

by KATHY PAULENICH (776)
SNPJ Heritage Center Committee

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Several SNPJ Heritage Center 
members were approached at Slovenefest about a very 
interesting project that Jure Žmauc, the former Slove-
nian Consul General and SABA president, was putting 
together. His idea was to fly in a chef from a Slovenian 
restaurant from a different region of Slovenia every three 
to four months for the next year or so. 

We didn’t have a date set for this event, we debated if 
it should be held in Imperial or at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center – and we needed a person to take charge. Thank-
fully, Heritage Center Committee member Tracey Belle 

A taste of Slovenia at Imperial Lodge 106

by LEE JACKOPIN 
Lodge 355 Secretary

FAIRPORT HARBOR, Ohio — SNPJ Lodge 
355 has made it for 100 years.  Wow, that’s hard 
to do – or in other words, it ain’t easy! 

For example, when SNPJ celebrated its 
centennial anniversary in 2004, the roster book 
listed 86 Lodges between Lodge 1 and Lodge 
355. That means 268 of those Lodges had 
merged before reaching 100 years. The roster 
book also listed 77 Lodges between Lodge 355 
and Lodge 800, indicating that numerous other 
Lodges had been merged.

Unfortunately, the same is true with other 
Slovenian organizations, halls and homes. For 
example, the Cleveland Federation of Slovenian 

Lodge 355 hits the century mark
Homes once had 13 members, but now only five 
remain, including the Fairport Slovenian Club, 
and the federation disbanded in 2015.

It’s interesting to note that these groups do 
have a life cycle. Fraternal benefit societies and 
lodges end by merger, but Slovenian homes, 
halls, federations and businesses end by closing. 
Thus, the two biggest employers in Painesville, 
Ohio – the Diamond Alkali and the Rayon, 
where many Lodge 355 members worked – 
did not make it to 100, but the family-owned 
Rich’s Jewelry, which started in 1858, is still 
in business. We hope that Fairport Lodge 355 
and the Fairport Slovenian Club, our fraternal 

SEE LOdge 355 cenTenniAL
ON PAGE 2

by JOE VALENCIC (5) 
SNPJ Farm Board

KIRTLAND, Ohio — You’ll find a chill in 
the air while the moon casts an eerie glow on 
Saturday, Nov. 3, as Fright Night descends 
upon the old SNPJ Farm on Heath Road in 
Kirtland. Get your broomstick in gear or gas 
up your hearse, because the gates will swing 
open at 6:30 p.m. for a scary-good evening 
of music and merry mayhem.

D.T. and The Shakes will howl at the moon 
with their haunting rock and pop renditions 
from 7:30 to 11:30 p.m. If costumes are your 
strong suit, wow the judges with your get-
up and you could win a prize. Group theme 
costumes are encouraged.

The gremlins in the kitchen will be cook-
ing up some wonderful cauldrons of tasty 
surprises. Each $15 ticket for this smashing 
event includes your choice of pizza and 
sandwiches, and a guaranteed ghoulish time. 
A cash bar will also be available for brews 
and potions.

Tickets are pre-sale only and can be or-
dered by calling (440) 796-6203 or e-mailing 
SNPJfarm@gmail.com. The SNPJ Farm is 
located at 10946 Heath Road in Kirtland, off 
Chardon Road (Route 6), three miles east of 
Route 306 and six miles west of Route 44.

The SNPJ Farm 
scaring up some 
fun with Nov. 3 
Fright Night

CLEVELAND — An important subject 
will be discussed during the Lodge 53 
meeting which will be held Tuesday, 
Nov. 20, starting at 1 p.m. at the Slovene 
Home for the Aged, 18621 Neff Road 
in Cleveland. All Lodge members are 
encouraged to attend.

MArTHA MegLicH
Lodge 53 Secretary/Treasurer

Nov. 20 meeting date on
the Lodge 53 calendar

SEE TASTe OF SLOveniA
ON PAGE 4

Slovenian chefs 
valentina and Leon 
Pintarič from the 
Rajh restaurant, 
pictured with [from 
left] former Slovenian 
Consul General 
Jure ŽMAuc, 
SNPJ Heritage Center 
Committee member 
TrAcey BeLLe 
and SNPJ National 
President/CEO 
JOSePH c. evAniSH.

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Take advantage of 
SNPJ’s Recommender Program. Every 
valid referral earns the recommender $10, 
plus an entry in the quarterly drawing for 
a chance to win $100. Pay a visit to the 
SNPJ website, www.snpj.org, to complete 
an online Recommender form and get a 
head start on your reward.

Have you recommended
a new member lately?
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Lodge/Organization

Type of Event 
 
 

Site 
 
 

If a concert or dance, who is
performing? 
 
 

Date 

Time 

Who to contact 
 
 

Phone (        )

Complete and return to: 
PROSVETA

247 W. Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA  15126-9774

e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

• NOV. 2 ........Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 and the 
SASC Halloween party in the Lodge 
6 clubroom; 8 p.m. Prizes awarded for 
costumes in various categories. Music 
and games will be provided. For ad-
ditional information contact Lodge 6 at 
(412) 221-9862.

• NOV. 3 ........Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 and SASC Bar 
Olympics in the Lodge 6 clubroom; 1:30 
p.m. Competition includes two games of 
no-tap bowling, best of three in darts, and 
double elimination in bean bag toss. Sign 
up in the Lodge 6 clubroom. For details 
call Lodge 6 at (412) 221-9862.

• NOV. 3-4 .....Fontana Slovene Hall dances featur-
ing Polka Power California, 2-6 p.m. For 
more information contact Frank Rote at 
(909) 987-8714.

• NOV. 9 ........Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 and Sygan 
Sportsmen Turkey Dance & Raffle in the 
Sygan Sunshine Room. Doors open at 
6 p.m. with music by the Karl Lukitsch 
Orchestra from 7-11. Tickets are $1 in 
advance, $5 at the door, and include a 
chance to win one of 50 turkeys. For 
details call Lodge 6 at (412) 221-9862.

• NOV. 11 .......Vinska Trgatev at the Fontana 
Slovene Hall, 2-6 p.m. Music by the 
Frank Rote Orchestra. For additional 
information contact Frank Rote at (909) 
987-8714.

• NOV. 11 .......Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 Bowling Center 
no tap tournament; 2 p.m. Registration is 
$21 per person and includes bowling and 
prizes. Open to the first 48 bowlers. Sign 
up in the Lodge 6 clubroom. For details 
contact Lodge 6 at (412) 221-9862.

• NOV. 18 ......Novemberfest at the Fontana Slo-
vene Hall, 2-6 p.m. Music by the Fontana 
Button Box Club. For more information 
contact Frank Rote at (909) 987-8714.

• DEC. 2 ........Westmoreland Co. Federation 
holiday dance in the Crystal Ballroom, 
Herminie, Pa.; 2-6 p.m. Music by The 
Polka Classics. Food and refreshments 
will be available.

• DEC. 2 ........Toys for Tots fund-raiser and jam 
session at the Fontana Slovene Hall, 2-6 
p.m. For additional information contact 
Frank Rote at (909) 987-8714.

• DEC. 14 ......Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 and SASC 
Christmas party in the Lodge 6 clubroom; 
5 p.m. Open to all SASC members and 
guests. Music, darts, bar bingo and 
more. Food service begins at 5:30 p.m.; 
the club will provide three entrees and 
everyone is asked to bring a side dish or 
dessert to share. For additional informa-
tion contact the Lodge 6/SASC club at 
(412) 221-9862.

2019
• MAY 4-5 ......SNPJ National Bowling Tournament 

at the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. For details contact Fraternal 
Director Kevin Richards at 1-800-843-
7675 ext. 144 or krichards@snpj.com.

• MAY 26 .......Brew & Bean Festival at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For details contact the Recreation 
Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

by MICHELLE HRIBAR-HERNANDEZ
Lodge 1 President

CHICAGO — On Sept. 12, Slavija Lodge 1 
members and friends saw the musical “Little 
Shop of Horrors” at Drury Lane Theatre in Oak 
Brook Terrace, Ill. Everyone enjoyed the famous 
musical about a carnivorous plant that featured 
doo-wop songs of the 1960s.

We held our third regular Lodge meeting 
Sept. 5 at Czech Plaza in Berwyn, Ill. The Lodge 
will hold its annual meeting on Sunday, Dec. 
2, beginning at 11 a.m. at Czech Plaza. Our 
election of officers will take place followed by 
a holiday luncheon. All members are welcome. 
Please RSVP by Nov. 25 by calling Secretary 
Janina Hribar at (708) 598-2570.

As a reminder to all Lodge 1 members, the 
annual Chicago District Federation Christmas 
party will be held on Saturday, Dec. 1, at the 
Slovenian Cultural Center in Lemont, Ill. Youth 
members are encouraged to show-off their 
talents (singing, dancing, etc.) by performing 
at the party. If you’d like to participate, please 
sign-up by calling Secretary Hribar.

Wishing everyone a happy and healthy 
holiday season!

Slavija Lodge 1 
plans year-end, 
holiday events

SNPJ Lodge 1 members and friends enjoyed 
a performance of “Little Shop of Horrors” at 
Drury Lane Theatre in Oak Brook Terrace, Ill.

by SUSAN ZARELLA (277)
SNPJ Recreation Center

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — 
It’s true, it’s true! It really is 
true! Santa and Mrs. Claus are 
coming to the SNPJ Recreation 
Center, and the SNPJ Slovenian 
Heritage Center and Recreation 
Center are hosting a children’s 
Christmas party on Sunday, Dec. 
2, in the Alpine Room.

The party will start at 1 p.m. 

with lunch while waiting on the 
arrival of Santa and Mrs. Claus. 
Lunch is free for children 12 
and under, and a $5 donation 
for adults. Balloons, crafts and 
cookie-making will entertain 
the children before their visit 
with Santa.

We’ll also be accepting gifts 
for the Toys for Tots program 
during the party. Please feel free 
to bring a new, unwrapped toy 

with you so that we may donate 
some gifts to children who are 
in need this year.

Please register your children 
before the Nov. 25 deadline so 
that Santa has a gift for each 
child in attendance. There will 
be lots of fun for everyone, so 
be sure to call us at toll-free at 
1-877-767-5732 to RSVP. Don’t 
forget the Nov. 25 registration 
deadline!

Santa will be making his annual visit 
to the SNPJ Recreation Center Dec. 2

by WILMA VUKOVICH
Lodge 153

YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio — The Lodge 153 
August meeting was held in the Shepherd of the 
Valley clubroom in Poland, Ohio. All officers 
were in attendance.

The meeting was kept short while we enjoyed 
a light dinner and cake served in honor of the 
Lodge 153 anniversary members. Our honorees 
included 70-year member Mary Jean Kohler and  
60-year member Wilma Vukovich. These mem-
bers will also be honored at the Christmas party.

Our Christmas party will be held Dec. 2 at the 
Croatian Home on Vestal Road in Youngstown.

Happy birthday wishes go out to all members 
celebrating birthdays in August, September, 
October and November.

We extend our deepest sympathies to the 
families of Michael Jurich, who passed away 
April 22; and Dorothy Balog, who passed away 
April 28.

Our next meeting will be held Tuesday, Nov. 
20, in the Shepherd of the Valley clubroom in 
Poland starting at 7 p.m.; refreshments will be 
served. All Lodge members are welcome and 
encouraged to attend.

Lodge 153 sets 
date for annual 
holiday festivities

LOdge 355 cenTenniAL
FROM PAGE 1 

home, will exist for many more years through our 
common desire to support the Slovenian heritage.

From the ProSveta article about our 50th an-
niversary celebration, attending and honored were 
charter member John Ousec and 50-year members 
Theresa Kocevar, John Rozmanc, John Skufka, 
Frances Skrbec and John Zuzek. It’s worth noting 
that our founding year of 1918 marked the end of 
World War I. There was a centennial postage stamp 
of a doughboy gripping an American flagpole as 
he would his rifle with the words “World War I, 
Turning The Tide.” There was also a worldwide 
flu epidemic. 

Nevertheless, the above members started Lodge 
355 in 1918. Many, many thanks are due our charter 
members, Lodge officers, deceased members, past 
and current members, active and inactive mem-
bers, and the nearby and faraway members, all of 
whom have supported Lodge 355 over these past 
100 years. Hvala!

The centennial celebration of Fairport Lodge 355 
was held Oct. 7 as an open-house picnic affair from 
12:30 to 4 p.m. at the Fairport Slovenian Club. It was 
also our community project to collect canned food 
items for the food pantry at St. Anthony of Padua 
Church in Fairport. This information had been e-
mailed to a few members, and post-mailed to all the 
other members and families.

The picnic lunch featured Slovenian smoked 
sausage (kranjska klobasa) and other delicious 
foods, plus a special anniversary cake made 
by Sis. Christine Regnier. Bro. Tony Lunka 
said he really enjoys eating the klobase at our 
events and selected a vacuum pack of klobase 
as a door prize.

Some members watched the Cleveland Browns 
play that afternoon, beating the Baltimore Ravens 
(hurrah!). Others talked with their fraternal Sis-

ters, Brothers and friends that they hadn’t seen 
for a while. There was an air of fraternalism and 
camaraderie throughout the clubroom. We took a 
group photo, awarded door prizes to members and 
gave out favors to all from SNPJ.

Attendees included Ronald Bush;  Lee and Mary 
Ann  Jackopin; Irene and Jack Kovach; Anita (Per-
rotti) Lecate; Tony and Jeanette Lunka; Ann Mack; 
Frank Mahne; Wesley Mahne; Glen Milep; Poppy 
Modic; John and Pat Perrotti; Christine Perrotti 
and Patrick Humphrey; Joe and Dottie (Hervatin) 
Prezioso; Christine Regnier, her sons James and 
Kevin, and her mother Kathy Merrill; Lou Reho; 
Robert Reho; Shawn Reho; Carl Stros; Don Ware; 
Mimi (Hervatin) Widmer; and  Bob Zeitz and 
Bertl Hofmann. 

Only a few members remembered our canned 
food drive, so Lodge 355 contributed $100 to the 
St. Anthony Food Pantry to be used to buy Thanks-
giving turkeys.

Thank you to Joe and Dottie Prezioso for their 
help in the kitchen; to Christine Regnier for mak-
ing the centennial cake; to the Fairport Slovenian 
Club; to the SNPJ Fraternal Department for the 
party favors; to the SNPJ Home Office for providing 
mailing labels; to the members and guests who were 
able to attend; and to our silent members and those 
who live far away who were not able to attend our 
centennial celebration. Hvala. Hvala lepa.

The bottom line is that Lodge 355 had a wonder-
ful afternoon celebrating our 100 years. It was a 
chance to get together with folks whom we haven’t 
seen for a while to talk and fraternalize. 

Fairport Lodge 355 appreciates the many Sisters 
and Brothers who participated in our fraternal ac-
tivities this year and in years past. They are why we 
were together today. We encourage all Lodge 355 
members to take that first step to become involved 
in a future Lodge event, meeting or activity. We 
hope to see you soon. Na svidenje!

a centennial celebration for Fairport 
Harbor Lodge 355 members in october

The members of Fairport Harbor, Ohio, Lodge 355 shared a wonderful afternoon on Oct. 7 as they 
celebrated the Lodge’s centennial anniversary with an open-house picnic event held at the Fairport 
Slovenian Club.
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DENISE HERRON
SNPJ Marketing Department

SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
Your loyalty with SNPJ is now being rewarded! 

Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
and open your new SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

* Rates are not guaranteed after the first year.
* Guaranteed minimum interest rate of 2.0%.
* No fees are attached to either Loyalty annuity.
* The SNPJ Century 8 Annuity is earning 3.0%; the Century 5 Annuity is earning 
 2.75%. Century series annuities issued prior to 2012 are earning 3.0%

3.5% Loyalty 8 Annuity
3.5% first-year guarantee rate

3.0% in years two through eight
2.75% in year nine and after
3.75% first-year Loyalty Rate 

for conversions 

3.0% Loyalty 5 Annuity
3.0% first-year guarantee rate

2.75% in years two through five
2.5% in year six and after

3.25% first-year Loyalty Rate 
for conversions 

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

Tax on real estate may 
be introduced in 2020
LJUBLJANA (STA) — In early Oc-
tober, the Slovenian Finance Ministry 
announced that the launch of a real es-
tate tax, which has been in the works in 
Slovenia for several years, is tentatively 
scheduled for 2020. Ministry repre-
sentatives have suggested that the new 
tax would not exceed the tax imposed 
on real estate owners to date.

The ministry confirmed that it had 
continued working on the tax during 
the change of government, that the tax 
could be adopted by Parliament in 2019, 
and that a repeat of the mass real estate 
appraisal could come as soon as 2019.

A draft version of the tax bill could 
be submitted for public debate at the 
end of November, and the act could be 
adopted before next year’s parliamentary 
summer recess.

The value of real estate, determined 
via a mass appraisal system based on 
the Real Estate Valuation Bill passed 
in December 2017, would serve as the 
basis for the tax.

The current plan is to allow munici-
palities to keep the entire revenue from 
the tax. The tax is not expected to be 
higher than is presently the case with 
what is already a real estate tax of sorts, 
called “compensation for the use of build-
ing land.” Still, total revenue, estimated 
at EUR 230 million ($264 million) for 
this year, is expected to increase by 20 
to 30 percent since additional real estate 
will be subjected to the tax, and possibly 
some proper ties owned by the church and 
the government.

While it’s too early to discuss tax rates, 
ministry representatives said municipali-
ties could have the power to adjust the 
tax rates by 50 percent in either direction.

A 2013 attempt to introduce a real 
estate tax collapsed as the Constitutional 
Court ruled the Act on the Valua tion of 
Real Estate unconstitutional. Representa-
tives from the Mapping and Surveying 
Authority (GURS) said that data on real 
estate has been improved substantially 
in the last four years, and that appraisal 
models have already been drawn up on 
the basis of the new appraisal act.

A GURS spokesman also indicated 
that owners could expect an evaluation 
on their properties in their mailboxes as 
early as August 2019. Options for owners 
to contest the value determined by GURS, 
a key concern for the Constitutional 
Court, have been improved, according 
to the Finance Ministry, which added 
that all the issues raised by the court had 
been addressed.

However, Finance Ministry repre-
sentatives did not wish to comment 
specifically on the coalition agreement   
plan for “a tax on real estate that will 
place a higher burden on owners of larger 
and multiple pieces of real estate.” The 
ministry expects a solution as part of the 
coalition talks.

In its 2014 ruling, the Constitutional 
Court rejected the possibility of having 
different tax rates in place for com parable 
pieces of real estate.

Vehicle emissions goals 
welcomed in Slovenia
LJUBLJANA (STA) — The Euro-
pean Parliament’s endorsement of 2030 
emission targets for passenger vehicles, 
which call for a 40 percent reduction by 
2030, has been welcomed in Slovenia, 
with various entities praising both the 
environmental and consumer aspects 
of the decision.

In early October, the European Par-
liament endorsed the emission targets 
for cars and vans which will require 
automakers to ensure their cars reduce 
emissions by 40 percent by 2030. At the 
same time, 35 percent of new vehicles 
will have to be either electric or plug-in 
hybrids.

The decision has been welcomed 
by the Slovenian Consumer Associa-
tion, which highlighted the benefits this 
will have for consumers, in addition to 
environmental benefits. “Lower emis-
sions mean lower fuel expenditures. At 
the same time, the number of electric 
and hybrid cars in manufacturers’ fleets 
will almost surely go up as they try to 
achieve the average emission [targets],” 
association representatives announced 
via a press release.

Noting that the commitment was a 
positive sign that cars will be cleaner 
in the future, the association also high-
lighted the introduction of emission tests 
in real-world conditions. “This can only 
mean good news for consum ers because 
the offer of environmentally-friendlier 
cars will increase. At the same time, it 
will be possible to calculate the costs of 
their use more accurately prior to pur-

chase,” association spokesman Boštjan 
Okorn said.

The contribution to cleaner European 
vehicles was also highlighted by auto-
motive journalist Jure Gregorčič, who 
expressed his belief that there would 
be practically no European automakers 
without at least one electric or plug-in 
hybrid in their fleet after 2020. How-
ever, he is somewhat reserved about 
the feasibility of the emission targets: “I 
think they are attainable in some way. 
If nothing else, at least plug-in hybrids 
and electric cars will get more attention.”

While understandable that the auto 
industry is trying to shirk them because 
of additional costs, Gregorčič thinks 
automakers will be forced to make an 
additional effort to expedite the transition 
to electric mobility. “Without electric 
models, the target is unattainable,” he 
stressed.

Hybrids and electric cars are gaining 
popularity in Slovenia: 1,680 electric 
or hybrid cars were sold in the coun try 
between January and September, mark-
ing a 63 percent increase from the same 
period last year, according to the latest 
data released by the automotive branch 
of Slovenia’s Chamber of Commerce.

Innovative Slovenian 
process “cleans” the soil
PREVALJE (STA) — The first facil-
ity capable of removing heavy metals 
from soil without rendering it infertile 
was recently launched in Prevalje. The 
facility will serve to demonstrate the 
technology developed and copyrighted 
by Ljubljana-based companies Envit 
and Arhel.

The soil remediation facility, built as 
part of the EUR 2.2 million ($2.53 mil-
lion) “Life ReSoil” project, com pleted 
a trial run in early October. The facility 
cleaned some 50 tons of soil for a nearby 
garden, according to Life ReSoil direc-
tor Neža Finžgar, who added that the 
results of initial tests “were even better 
than expected.”

The project will come to a close at 
the end of 2018, but the facility will be 
relaunched to demonstrate the technol-
ogy to potential buyers. The facility will 
also be at the disposal of the local com-
munities in the Mežiška Valley, which 
has high heavy metal soil pollution levels 
due to a now-defunct lead mine.

“The chemical used in the cleaning, 
EDTA, may be used several times,” said 
Finžgar, who added that about a cubic 
meter of waste was accumulated during 
the process. Apart from the heavy metals, 
the waste material also con tains lime and 
polysaccharides. Possible ways to reuse 
the waste material will be examined by 
researchers in the future, according to 
Finžgar.

The technology may be used on any 
soil polluted with lead and other ele-
ments. The cleaning process has sparked 
great interest among potential buyers, 
including those from the United States, 
Canada and Japan, ac cording to infor-
mation contained a press release from 
Arhel and Envit.

According to the developers, the 
technology is completely safe: the pro-
cess doesn’t produce emissions because 
it is a closed-circuit procedure, and it 
is sustainable. Nonetheless, there was 
some outcry among the locals against 
construction, which was probably why 
the facility was required to obtain an 
environmental permit before the trial 
run was launched.

Sečovlje salt harvest
well below annual goals
Sečovlje (STA) — The erratic and 
wet weather is blamed for this year’s 
rather poor salt harvest at Slovenia’s salt 
pans in Sečovlje. The harvest yielded 
only 1,700 tons of salt and some 70 
tonnes of fleur de sel (“flower of salt”).

“We aren’t really happy with the har-
vest,” said Dario Sau, who is responsible 
for the salt harvest at Saline, the company 
managing the salt pans. The amounts 
harvested are far below the targets, set 
at about 3,500 tons, or a minimum of 
2,500 tons of salt.

Salt farmers had to call it quits for 
the year on Sept. 3, following two 
major storms in late August and early 
September. According to Sau, the salt 
water was just too diluted, and it would 
take too much time to restore appropriate 
conditions for production. 

The salt pans were also short on 
highly-concentrated salt water which 
had already been used in July to ensure 
sufficient production for August. In 
addition, the salt pans are also running 
out of stock after the disastrous harvest 
in 2014, when not even a kilogram (2.2 
pounds) of salt was produced.

Salt harvesting at the Sečovlje salt 
pans is still done the traditional way, us-
ing a 700-year-old method that involves 
the so-called petola, the base of the salt 
pans that functions as a bio filter.

The quality of the salt and the fleur 
de sel, a very thin, topmost layer in the 
ponds, is prized worldwide. Salt harvest-
ing in the area dates back to antiquity.

A Maribor retirement 
home is tops in Europe
MARIBOR (STA) — A retirement 
home in Maribor that has introduced an 
innovative approach to the understand-
ing of aging has been recognized as the 
best facility for seniors in Europe by 
the European Center for Research and 
Education in Aging Services.

The Dom Danice Vogrinec has more 
than 800 beds and is one of the largest 
retirement homes in Slovenia. Ac cording 
to the home’s director, Marko Slavič, 
the practices they are introducing go 
far beyond their basic commitment of 
providing basic care and health care to 
the elderly.

One of their most successful projects 
is a rock concert dubbed “Oma, Deda 
in Rock ’n Roll” (Grandma, Grandpa 
and Rock ’n Roll), during which well-
known rock bands take the stage for 
free-admission, open-air concerts for all 
generations. The concerts have become 
an annual event, having been organized 
for four consecutive years. Thousands 
attend, Slavič said.

In addition, a Club of Centenarians 
brings together centenarians from the 
entire country who share their wisdom 
with others at special events.

“All these practices have shown our 
fresh, different approach to the under-
standing of old age,” Slavič explained 
to the press. “We’re not neglecting our 
required basic therapeutic activity, but 
we’re also letting people know that 
they’re not forgotten in a fresh, kind 
way,” said Slavič, who accepted the prize 
in late September in Prague, the capital 
of the Czech Republic.

Aside from the Maribor home, three 
other facilities from Italy, France and 
the Netherlands were shortlisted for the 
prize and recognized in Prague during 
the first congress of the European Aging 
Network, which was created by a merger 
of the two biggest European associations 
in the field. The European Center for Re-
search and Edu cation in Aging Services, 
which is a part of the network, confers 
the accolade biannually.

Slavič sees the award as a recogni-
tion to all Slovenian retirement homes, 
whose practices rank them among the 
best in Europe. But he warned that they 
would not be able to cope much longer 
unless a complete change of mindset 
happens “in the heads of the people who 
are responsible for the system of elderly 
care in this country.”

He is particularly concerned about 
quality staff leaving the country, which 
he attributes to low pay in Slovenia. “The 
situation is very serious. For example, 
Germany and Austria will need hundreds 
of thousands of staff for elderly care in 
the future. I cannot imagine the national 
catastrophe we’ll face if we don’t make 
some decisive moves quickly and stop 
turning a blind eye,” he said.

Pronouncing Ptuj tough 
job for English speakers
LONDON (STA) — Slovenia’s old-
est city, Ptuj, has been revealed as 
the world’s hardest city for British 
vacationers to pronounce. According 
to the results of a survey published in 
The Daily Mail that investigat ed the 
toughest-to-pronounce tourist destina-
tions on the planet, Ptuj was mispro-
nounced by 92 percent of those polled. 
Ljubljana also ranked high on the list, 
finishing eighth with a 61 percent rate 
of mispronunciation.

The study, conducted by the Bolsover 
Cruise Club, polled 2,000 people, each 
of whom was also asked about food and 
phrases that they struggled to pronounce. 

As it turns out, Slovenian is the second 
most difficult lan guage for the English-
speaking population to master, trailing 
only the Greek language.
the articles comprising this feature have been 
reprinted with permission from the Slovenian 
Press agency (Sta).

On Oct. 10, Hurricane Michael roared onto the 
Florida Panhandle and ravaged everything in its 
path. The Panhandle is normally spared the worst 

of the hurricanes, often watching as storms veer off to the 
west. This time, however, it wasn’t so lucky, and it took a 
direct hit from the most intense storm ever recorded in the 
history of the Florida Panhandle. Along a one-mile stretch 
of Mexico Beach, at least three-quarters of the buildings 
were flattened to the ground. But amid all this wreckage 
stands one surviving beachfront house.

When the owners built their home last year, they wanted 
to “build it for the big one.” Even though new construction 
in the Panhandle is required to withstand 120 to 150 mile-
per-hour winds, they built their home to withstand 250 
mile-per-hour winds. The owners said they were looking 
to build a house that would survive for generations.

Not only is this a story about survival, it’s also a testa-
ment to being prepared. There is no better example of the 
benefits of being prepared than seeing this beautiful home 
standing virtually unscathed amidst piles of destruction. 
Granted, to prepare for the big one the owners had to 
spend extra money to build this structurally sound home, 
but now I’m sure they feel it was well worth the expense. It 
could have sat there on the beach for generations, watch-
ing the storms swing west, but it was prepared for that one 
that swung east.  

Life insurance is also a testament to being prepared. 
Of course, it costs money to purchase the protection, 
and hopefully you’ll pay on it a long time before having to 
prove it’s worth. But inevitably, one day the life insurance 
will pay out to the beneficiaries and they’ll be thankful that 
you were prepared.  

A 35-year-old woman decides to be sure that her mort-
gage can be paid off upon her death instead of it being 
a burden for her family. She’s in great shape now and is 
even able to get the preferred rate, but she never knows 
when her luck will change. If she purchases a 30-Year 
Term for a face amount of $100,000, the preferred premium 
would be $170 per year. That’s a small amount to pay to 
be certain that your beneficiaries are prepared to pay off 
the mortgage. Some may think that it’s an unnecessary 
expense, but if her family is able to keep the house after 
her death, it will have been well worth the expense.

Contact SNPJ at 1-800-843-7675 for more information 
on our life insurance plans.
• Thought for the Month — The big les-

son I learned from Hurricane Katrina is 
that we have to be thinking about the 
unthinkable because sometimes the 
unthinkable happens.

Mike Leavitt

Be prepared
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PrOSveTA crossword
Football (#1118) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. Hunk
5. Cough syrup amt.
8. “Scene one, ____ one”
12. Grand theft target
13. Broflovski of “South Park”
14. Polished surface of gem
15. Simpleton
16. A in A = b x h
17. Tarzan’s swing rope
18. *Dream football destination
20. Medley
21. Olden-day Celts
22. *Month (abbrv.) of NFL
 preseason games
23. Confine a river
26. Khufu’s resting place
30. ____ Tsu
31. First little piggy
34. List of chores
35. *First black head coach 
 to win Super Bowl
37. Computer network acronym
38. Rank
39. “... happily ____ after”
40. *Team conference
42. Dress like Ancient Greeks
43. What’s left
45. *NFL teams play at least 
 8 games here

47. Slow-witted
48. Like Cinderella’s ball gown
50. Blade in Litchfield
52. *Worth 6
56. “Madama Butterfly,” e.g.
57. Mythological hominid
58. Annette Castellano on 
 “The Mindy Project”
59. Evil one
60. ____ gum on a list 
 of ingredients
61. Pains
62. Site of original sin
63. Operations
64. Fountain order

DOWN
1. Cul de ____, pl.
2. Lululemon on NASDAQ
3. At the apex
4. Hispanic grocery & wine shop
5. Innsbruck’s province
6. Lots and lots
7. Sound of thunder
8. *What fans do before the game
9. ____ bowl, Brazilian dish
10. Bingo-like game
11. 7th letter of Greek alphabet
13. Japanese theater
14. Miller’s product

19. Went past
22. Sailor’s “yes”
23. Village V.I.P.
24. Shade of violet
25. Fox crime drama, 2005-2017
26. “On Golden ____,” movie
27. *“Go Pack Go” to 
 Green Bay Packers?
28. “Pulling my leg,” e.g.
29. Evade a ball
32. It binds
33. Little bit
36. *Playing field
38. “Bring back!” to Fido
40. Refrigerator sound
41. Jousting match participant
44. Parlor piece
46. Monster with nine heads, pl.
48. Get overcast
49. Saintly glows
50. Hightailed it
51. Blood component
52. Pizza for home, e.g.
53. *Home to Bengals
54. Join by heating
55. U.S. space agency
56. Schiller’s poem

The solution to puzzle #1118 will 
run in the dec. 3 issue.

© StatePoint Media

Badger Jabber
by BOB SMOLE

Lodge 584

MILWAUKEE — Fall is in the air, both 
in smell and in the cool, damp dew coating 
the drab-colored vegetation that is taking 
on the season’s tarnish. Pumpkins can be 
seen dotting the farmers’ fields, waiting 
to be chosen by someone who will put a 
face on them and place them in a special 
spot to celebrate Halloween. Trick-or-treat 
is something I, as a youngster, looked 
forward to each year. Fun times!

Halloween will be followed by the 
wonderful smells of turkey roasting in the 
oven, potica baking, mashed and sweet 
potatoes piled with butter... man, I can’t 
wait for Thanksgiving to indulge in these 
fine foods, and the opportunity to get 
together with family and friends for this 
annual holiday. Yes, these are the times 
when holidays are much in the planning 
for us all.

The Badger Lodge regular monthly 
meeting was called to order by Vice 
President Don Lesar at 7:08 p.m. on Oct. 
11 at the Mary Queen of Heaven gym. 
President Tim Donovan and Recording 
Secretary Mary Donovan were both ab-
sent. Bro. Lesar appointed Bro. Bob Smole 
recording secretary to take the minutes 
for this meeting.

A moment of silence was observed for 
our deceased members Sisters Frances 
Widemshek, Elizabeth Furno and Judith 
Hepp. Badger Lodge sincere condolences 
are extended to their families. Bro Jeff 
Mlaker presented his secretary/treasurer’s 
report. He reported an ending balance 
of $13,047.12 in the Lodge treasury, and 
1,170 adult member and 76 youth members, 
totaling 1,246 members. 

Bro. Bob Smole made a motion to forgo 

the monthly meeting attendance award. 
The motion was seconded and passed. 
The traditional birthday song was sung, 
in harmony, to Bro. Don Lesar who was 
celebrating his 84th birthday. Congratula-
tions, Bro. Lesar.  

There was no new, old or unfinished 
business to discuss, so a motion made by 
Bro. Smole and seconded by Bro. Rudy 
Papa to adjourn the meeting was passed, 
and the meeting was adjourned at 7:27 
p.m. Short and sweet! 

 Sis. Michele Melton is recuperating at 
home after some foot surgery. We wish her 
a speedy recovery back to good health.

The Badger Lodge mourns the passing 
of a longtime Lodge member. Sis. Frances 
Theresa Widemshek (nee Verbick) was 
born to eternal life on Sept. 28, 2018, 
at the age of 99. She was the wife of the 
late Louis Widemshek; dear mother of 
Karen (George) Lipovsek, Diane (Edward) 
Zore, Gary (Liz Martin) Widemshek and 
Michael (Marilyn Coleman) Widemshek; 
loving grandmother of four; proud great-
grandmother of five; and sister of the late 
Tony Verbick and the late Mary Ermenc. 
She is also survived by nieces, nephews 
and many friends. 

Sis. Widemshek and her late husband 
Louie were very active and supportive in 
the Milwaukee area Slovenian commu-
nity. SNPJ and Slovenian functions and 
activities in Milwaukee were among their 
priorities for many years.  

She was a very giving and unselfish 
individual who was always willing to lend 
a helping hand at these functions.  She was 
always willing to implement her baking 
abilities to add to the festivities, accom-
panied by her infectious, friendly smile.  

A visitation was held for Sis. Wi-
demshek at the Bevsek-Verbick Funeral 
Home on Oct. 4, followed by interment at 
Arlington Park Cemetery. Sis. Widemshek 
was a member of  SNPJ Badger Lodge 584 

and CFU Sloga Lodge #1994. She will be 
deeply missed by her loving family and by 
Badger Lodge 584; we were fortunate to 
have had her as a loyal member. Farewell, 
dear Sis. Widemshek; farewell.

Interested in listening to or singing 
along to some Slovenian folk songs?  “Get-
togethers” are held monthly at various 
local venues. Contact Bro. Mike Maren 
at (414) 550-0472 for more information.

The USPEH Chorus annual Christmas 
sing-a-long, featuring members of the 
USPEH Chorus, Grant Kozera and his 
accordion, complimentary snacks, des-
serts and beverages, will be the highlight 
on Wednesday, Dec. 5, from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. at the Todd American Legion Post 
on 92nd St. and West Beloit Road.  

You don’t want to miss this function 
that is being brought to you by Slovenian 
Union of America Branch #65. On Satur-
day, Nov. 10, a Martinovanje (Slovenian St. 
Martin’s Day) celebration will take place 
at the Root River Center, 7220 W. Rawson 
Ave. in Franklin, Wis. The festivities will 
begin at 6 p.m. with music by the Zadnja 
Kaplja Band from Illinois from 7 until 10 
p.m. Admission for this event is $25 per 
person, $45 per couple. The ticket price 
includes assorted appetizers, desserts, 
soda and coffee. Slovenian wines will be 
available at the cash bar. For tickets or 
for more information, contact BettyAnn 
Kolesari at (262) 896-0942. Sounds like 
a great time! Plan to attend and support 
this celebration.

The next scheduled regular meeting 
of Badger Lodge 584 will take place 
Thursday, Nov. 8. The meeting will start 
promptly at 7 p.m. The after-meeting so-
cials are always a treat. Desserts donated 
by our talented members are enjoyed, along 
with coffee and some time to converse 
with fellow SNPJ members. Come on out! 
Participate in the meeting and enjoy the 
after-meeting social. See you all there!

TASTe OF SLOveniA
FROM PAGE 1 

stepped forward. Kudos to 
Tracey for a job well done!

We decided to keep this 
activity small and not adver-
tise for our first attempt. The 
event was held the evening of 
Sept. 26 at the SNPJ Lodge 
106 Hall in Imperial. We had 
25 attendees. 

Our Slovenian chefs were 
a brother and sister pair, 
Valentina and Leon Pintarič 
from the Rajh restaurant in 
Bakova, Murska Sobota.

The dinner was excel-
lent, offering soup, beef and 
chicken with dumplings and 
potatoes, gibanica for des-

sert, and red and white wines 
to complement the meal. 

Although the chefs did 
bring some items along with 
them, Tracey did the shop-
ping for the dinner supplies. 
We extend a special thank 
you to Stan Repos and SNPJ 
Lodge 106 for providing the 
hall, kitchen and extra help 
for this event. 

It was a wonderful eve-
ning with SNPJ friends 
and our new friends from 
Slovenia.

The next dinner will most 
likely be scheduled in the 
beginning of January, so 
watch for the date in future 
ProSveta issues.

SaBa, Heritage Center 
promote Slovenian cuisine

by KAREN A. PINTAR
Lodge 6 President

SYGAN, Pa. — Join us at 
the Sunshine Room at Sygan 
Lodge 6 to ring in the New 
Year.

On Monday, Dec. 31, 
we’ll celebrate bringing in the 
New Year with the sounds of 
the famous Mansfield 5. The 
party starts at 7 p.m. and the 
cost is $60 per person, which 

includes a buffet dinner, an 
open bar, dancing, a midnight 
toast and sandwiches, party 
favors, and lots and lots of 
fun!

You will need reservations 
for this event. Please contact 
Val at (412) 853-3240 or Jojo 
at (412) 512-5690. They will 
be happy to make sure you 
have a spot to ring in the New 
Year at the Sunshine Room!

Sygan Sunshine Room 
toasting the New Year

by EVELYN DIMPFL
Lodge 749 Secretary

JOHNSTOWN, Pa. — Now 
that summer is gone and we 
face fall and the coming of 
winter, it’s nice to reflect on 
some of the summer activities 
that were enjoyed locally.

Back in June, about 16 
members of the Glovach/
Glavach family gathered for 
the 12th time at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center and had a 
wonderful time. Those able 
to make the reunion this year 
were myself; Joe and Joanne 
Vasilko; Judy Edsall; Ken, 
Amy, Felix and Greta Dimpfl; 
Joe and Beth Dimpfl; Cindy 
Bridgeman; Linda Millmine; 
David Glavach; Brian Smith; 
and Jerry and Dayna Vasilko.  
We traveled from Johnstown; 

Midland, Mich.; Columbus, 
Ohio; Canonsburg, Pa.; and 
Columbia, S.C. It’s always 
great to be with family, espe-
cially at the Rec Center.

We had a great time eating 
in the Gostilna, playing lawn 
games and balina, eating, en-
joying various fraternal activi-
ties, and did I mention eating? 
It was such fun and over way 
too soon. 

It’s always sad when I men-
tion our deceased Lodge 749 
members. Bro. Terry Shaffer 
passed away, and while I do not 
know the family, please accept 
my sympathies. Sis. Dorothy 
Gaus also passed, and sincere 
condolences are sent out to her 
family as well.

Longtime Lodge 749 mem-
ber, Bro. William Caddy, 

passed away July 6. Bill was an 
excellent bowler and won many 
awards at SNPJ bowling tour-
naments. He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Shirley; two 
brothers, Robert and Thomas; 
and two sisters, Margaret Sef-
cic and Phyliss Korber. He is 
survived by two sons, George 
and Ted; several grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren; and 
three sisters, Agnes Detrick, 
Roseanne Neff and Karen 
Caddy. Please accept deepest 
sympathies on your loss. He 
was a great guy.

I also learned of the pass-
ing of Bro. Paul L. Kuzma, 
who passed away Sept. 22. 
Paul was a lifelong member of 
SNPJ and the son of John and 
Mary (Podbensek) Kuzma. He 
is survived by his wife, Paula 

(Wakefield); his daughter, 
Daun (Robert) Boyle; and 
granddaughters. He is also 
survived by his sister, Alice 
Kuzma of Johnstown. Sincere 
sympathies are extended to his 
dear family.

In mid-August, it was my 
pleasure to serve as a delegate 
to the SNPJ Quadrennial Con-
vention at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center. There was a fantastic 
welcome party Sunday eve-
ning in the pool area, which 
was decorated beautifully in a 
Caribbean theme with various 
stations offering wonderful 
refreshments. It was a great 
atmosphere with friendly 
people. 

The Convention convened 
promptly at 9 a.m. Monday 
morning and we all got down 

to business. I must congratulate 
Ken Zakraysek (174) on his 
election as SNPJ Region 1 Vice 
President. I’m sure he will be 
an asset to the National Board.

Overall, the Convention 
was well arranged and all went 
well. It was nice to meet up 
with many other delegates and 
friends who I met through the 
years at these Conventions and 
other SNPJ activities.

A week later, Joe and 
Joanne Vasilko, Phyllis Noon 
and I headed back to the 
Recreation Center for Senior 
Week. Once again, we had a 
wonderful time taking part in 
the planned activities for us 
“oldsters,” including the balina 
tournament and beanbag toss 
games. I was lucky enough to 
be on the first place team in the 

balina tournament. I didn’t do 
well in beanbag toss, but had 
a lot of laughs.

We also enjoyed a wonder-
ful “night at the movies” that 
included popcorn compliments 
of some of the Trailer Court 
residents. Other activities 
included our usual Chinese 
auction, music in the Gostilna 
and a reception courtesy of the 
SNPJ Slovenian Heritage Cen-
ter. On Friday afternoon, the 
Trailer Court folks invited the 
rest of us to the upper pavilion 
where they hosted a picnic fea-
turing hot dogs, klobase, corn 
on the cob and side dishes. It 
was so nice of them complete 
our week on an upbeat note.

Well, that about sums up 
summer with SNPJ; such a big 
part of my life.

SNPJ Convention, Senior Week wind down Lodge 749 summer activity

by JERRY TROHA
Lodge 581 Secretary/Treasurer

ST. MARYS, Pa. — Lodge 581 will 
hold their fourth and final meeting 
of 2018 at the St. Marys Moose Club 
starting at 12:30 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 
18. The agenda will include election 
of Lodge officers, and selection of 
meeting dates and proposed activi-
ties for 2019. After the meeting, the 
North Central Pennsylvania (NCP) 

Slovenian Polka Boosters will host a 
dance featuring the Frank Moravcic 
Band from Cleveland from 2 to 5 
p.m. Food and refreshments will be 
available.

Lodge 581 and the NCP Slovenian 
Polka Boosters hosted a celebration 
and tribute to Jim Murone, founder 
of the Sunday Polka Party on WKBI 
radio and owner of Murone’s TV and 
Appliance Store, for his contribution 

to preserving the Slovenian polka 
tradition in the St. Marys community 
for more than 65 years. Performing 
for the event was the Dick Tady Band 
from Pittsburgh. Tady recalled the 
good time he and his brother Jack 
had performing for Murone’s annual 
Easter Sunday polka party some 50 
years ago. Jack Tady recorded the 
“Murones Polka.”  

Lodge 581 members John Moore 

and Jerry Troha entertained the 
residents at Pinecrest Manor Nurs-
ing Home in St. Marys with some 
toe-tapping accordion music.

Lodge 581 welcomes new transfer 
members Daniel and Linda Enright 
from Sharon, Vt.

In addition to the Nov. 18 event, 
the NCP Slovenian Polka Boosters 
will host a dance on Nov. 4 at the 
Ridgway, Pa., Eagles Club featuring 

the Skovenski Band from Avonmore, 
Pa., from 2 to 5 p.m.

For more information on the NCP 
Slovenian Polka Boosters, contact 
Pat Moore at (814) 837-9218 or e-mail 
moorski@verizon.net. For additional 
information on Lodge 581, contact 
Jerry Troha at (814) 781-6978 or e-
mail jerometroha@gmail.com. Visit 
us on Facebook at St. Marys SNPJ 
Lodge 581.

St. Marys Lodge 581 closing out the year with officer elections in Nov.



PROSVETA
November 1, 2018www.snpj.org • prosveta@snpj.com 5

The teleconference meeting was called to 
order at 2:45 p.m. by Chairman Clifford with 
Brothers Anderson, Hervol, Evanish and 
Lawrence in attendance.
A motion was made by Bro. Anderson, second 
by Bro. Hervol, to approve the minutes of the 
Jan. 18, 2018, meeting. Motion approved.
A motion was made by Bro. Hervol, second 
by Bro. Anderson, to approve the secretary’s 
(National Treasurer’s) report of bond pur-
chases and disposals for the first quarter of 
2018. Motion approved.
Reviewed the portfolio and transactions for 
the period.
Joined by phone conference at 3 p.m. with 
Wellington Management Company represen-
tatives Courtney Madden and Liz Kleinerman.

Discussion and questions on capital markets 
review by Liz Kleinerman.
The committee reviewed portfolio perfor-
mance, outlook and strategy, and compliance 
issues.
The committee thanked the Wellington rep-
resentatives for the presentation and ended 
the phone conference at 3:55 p.m.
Discussion on annuity rates. Motion by Bro. 
Evanish, second by Bro. Anderson, to adjust 
the surrender-free year six and after-crediting 
rate on the Loyalty 5 Annuity from 2.75% 
APR to 2.50% APR effective June 1, 2018. 
Motion approved.
Discussion on portfolio cash balances. Motion 
by Bro. Anderson, second by Bro. Hervol, to 
direct the asset manager that the amount of 
cash held in the money market account should 

be maintained in the range of 0.25% (mini-
mum) to 1.50% (maximum). Cash equivalents, 
defined as investment grade securities with a 
year or less until maturity, are excluded from 
these limits. Should cash fall below the mini-
mum or exceed the maximum, the investment 
manager shall notify SNPJ within a reason-
able timeframe. The investment manager 
will consult with SNPJ to determine the best 
course of action to bring the portfolio back 
into compliance. Motion approved.

The next meeting will be held July 27, 2018, 
at 10 a.m.

Motion to adjourn at 4:03 p.m. by Bro. Ander-
son, second by Bro. Hervol. Motion approved.

Minutes of the Finance committee Meeting
held May 10, 2018, at the SNPJ Home Office, Imperial, Pa.

report of the Secretary for the period Jan. 1 through March 31, 2018
Purchases:
Trade date Security description coupon yield Par value cost Maturity date rating
02/08/2018 Baylor University TX 4.02%  4.02%  $305,000  $305,000  03/01/2038 A+
02/09/2018 BLUEM 13-2A A1R 2.92%  2.78%   500,000   504,750  10/22/2030 AAA
01/02/2018 BNP Paribas SA 3.38%  3.55%   485,000   484,132  01/09/2025 A-
03/22/2018 Brown-Forman Corp 4.00%  4.08%   500,000   494,275  04/15/2038 A-
02/06/2018 ConocoPhillips 5.90%  4.13%   300,000   358,197  10/15/2032 A-
01/09/2018 Equitable Res Inc 7.75%  4.74%   375,000   453,416  07/15/2026 BBB
03/16/2018 FNR 2017-75 PL 3.00%  3.50%   130,000   119,275  09/25/2057 AA+
02/06/2018 Marsh & McLennan 5.88%  3.77%   650,000   809,263  08/01/2033 A-
01/30/2018 Orlando Health 3.78%  3.78%   80,000   80,000  10/01/2028 A-
02/16/2018 SBAC 2018-1C 3.45%  3.45%   475,000   475,000  03/15/2023 A
02/26/2018 SNDPT 17-4A A1 2.86%  2.74%   432,000   435,456  01/20/2031 AAA
03/27/2018 CA Sutter Health 3.70%  3.75%   650,000   647,251  08/15/2028 AA-
02/06/2018 Wachovia Bank NA 6.60%  3.95%   500,000   681,370  01/15/2038 A-

Sales or Full calls:
disposal date Security description coupon yield Par value consideration Maturity date gain/Loss
03/22/2018 Abbott Laboratories 5.13%  5.17%  $366,000  $366,000  04/01/2019 $177 
02/15/2018 Bexar County Tex Hosp Dist 5.27%  5.29%   450,000   450,000  02/15/2018 0 
03/01/2018 Connecticut St 5.46%  5.46%   55,000   55,000  03/01/2019 0 
01/23/2018 General Electric Cap Corp 5.63%  7.04%   1,000,000   1,009,970  05/01/2018 13,728 
Various Transocean Inc 7.45%  6.45%   95,000   91,096  04/15/2027 (10,412)
01/10/2018 Wachovia Corp 5.75%  4.71%   600,000   600,203  02/01/2018 142 
03/17/2018 Westvaco Corp 7.65%  7.65%   60,000   60,000  03/15/2027 0

rOBerT J. LAWrence
Secretary, Finance Committee

rOger c. cLiFFOrd
Chairman

rOBerT J. LAWrence
Secretary

resolution #1
Future Convention Committees

Be it resolved that in future SNPJ conventions, proposed Articles, 
Bylaws and Resolutions presented by an individual member or 
members shall be approved and signed first by local Lodges or 
Federations of Lodges before they are presented to the Articles of 
Incorporation, Bylaws and Resolutions Committees.
Further, all such Articles, Bylaws and Resolutions, including those 
submitted by the National Board, must be received by the Execu-
tive Committee no later than sixty (60) calendar days prior to the 
opening of the convention.
Furthermore, all newly proposed Articles, Bylaws and Resolutions 
must also include a rationale. Such rationale will explain the need 
for the proposal. A two-thirds (⅔) majority of the convention will be 
necessary to introduce any additional Articles, Bylaws or Resolu-
tions that are presented later than sixty (60) calendar days prior to 
the convention.
Further, be it resolved that Articles of Incorporation, Bylaws and 
Resolutions Committees be selected and notified sixty (60) days 
prior to the convention, and all proposed changes be forwarded to 
the committees as soon as possible after the sixty (60) calendar 
day deadline.

resolution #2
The Convention Bylaws and Resolutions Committees

Whereas, we all recognize the importance of the SNPJ Articles of 
Incorporation, Bylaws and Resolutions; and
Whereas, it has become evident to both the convention Bylaws and 
Resolutions Committees that additional time is necessary to prepare 
a comprehensive report on proposed changes;
Be it resolved that the Articles of Incorporation, Bylaws and Resolu-
tions Committees have sufficient time to meet (at the discretion of 
the Executive Committee) prior to the convention to perform their 
necessary work.
Be it further resolved that no more than one previous committee 
member be eligible to serve on the same committee at a subsequent 
convention.

resolution #3
Grievance Committee

Whereas, we recognize the importance of proper presentation of 
appeals and grievances;
Be it resolved that any delegate wishing to file an appeal or grievance 
related to the convention may do so by providing such grievance in 
writing to the National Secretary. The National Secretary shall forward 
the appeal or grievance to the attention of the convention Chair-
person. The Chairperson shall seek nominations from the National 
Legislative Body for a convention grievance committee consisting 
of five convention delegates who shall, to the extent practical, not 

be parties to the appeal or grievance. The five nominees receiving 
the highest number of votes shall constitute the convention griev-
ance committee. The convention grievance committee shall meet 
and review the grievance and shall present recommendations for 
its resolution to the convention.
Be it further resolved that no literature be distributed on the con-
vention floor for or against the said appeal or grievance. Failure to 
follow the requirements of this Resolution shall be grounds for the 
dismissal of the grievance.

resolution #4
Federations of the SNPJ

Federations of Lodges shall be organized in cities and areas where 
there are SNPJ Lodges for the purpose of furthering the work as 
per the Bylaws of SNPJ and their principles.
Any Federation to be organized in any one city or jurisdiction shall 
be announced and approved by the National Board.
All Lodges participating in a Federation shall have their names 
published in the PROSVETA.
Federations shall have no legislative powers in affairs or decisions 
of the SNPJ.
Federations of SNPJ shall be sustained financially by associated 
Lodges’ contributions, if they so decide, and by profits from affairs 
held by and for the Federations of SNPJ.

resolution #5
Special Benefits for Members Over 80 Years

Whereas, the Society has many elderly members in its midst who 
have through their many years of membership contributed much to 
the growth, strength and financial stability of the Society;
Be it resolved, therefore, that the 31st Regular SNPJ Convention go 
on record that all members of the Society who have reached the age 
of 80 and who have exhausted their sick benefits, upon presenta-
tion of a medical report satisfactory to the Executive Committee, 
may receive financial assistance not to exceed one hundred dollars 
($100) in any twelve-month period, to be effective January 1, 1987, 
if the Society’s actuary report permits.

resolution #6
Payment of Assessment for Members Over 80

Whereas, it is the desire of SNPJ to provide those longtime members 
who have made significant contributions financially and volunteered 
to the Society, and where the Society’s present financial condition 
warrants, the National Board in July 1972 elected to pay the assess-
ments for members over age 85.
Therefore, be it resolved that the Society go on record to continue 
to pay assessments for members over 85 years of age who have 
certificates in force, but only for those who have entered the Society 
prior to January 1, 1964, commencing January 1, 1987.

Be it further resolved that the Society approve to pay the premiums 
for those members 80 years of age who have certificates in force prior 
to January 1, 1964, and are enrolled prior to January 1, 1955, in the 
$1.00 and $2.00 Sick Benefit Class commencing January 1, 1987.

resolution #7
65-10 Benefits

Be it resolved that upon application with proof of need satisfactory 
to the SNPJ Executive Committee, the Society shall assist its needy 
members over age 65 and who have been members of the Society 
at least 10 years by paying $40.00 monthly to the individual to help 
as long as the need exists.

resolution #8
Benefits for Newborn

If an infant is enrolled into the Society within one year of birth and 
if either mother or father is a member of the Society for at least one 
year, the Society shall credit the first year premium up to a maxi-
mum of $30.00 on any permanent plan of insurance offered by the 
Society. Term insurance is not included. Effective January 1, 2003.

resolution #9
Appreciation

Whereas, this 31st regular SnPJ convention has enjoyed the 
hospitality furnished by the national Board and the SnPJ rec-
reation center; and
Whereas, a friendly and cooperative atmosphere has been con-
ducive to the accomplishments of much constructive action and 
decisions of benefit to our Society;
Be it resolved that this convention go on record thanking the 
national Board.

resolution #10
Hvala Lepa

Be it resolved by the 31st regular convention that in the best 
fraternal tradition we wish to welcome the returning members 
to the national Board and new members Joanna Baker, Ken 
Zakraysek, and don Srnick (Srnovrsnik).
We also wish to bid farewell and fraternal best wishes to depart-
ing national Board members Frank Bregar, Linda gorjup, Lou 
novak and Phyllis Wood.
We also wish to recognize with deepest condolence the pass-
ing of former Board members region 5/region 4/region 3 vice 
President and Loyalites Lodge 158 Secretary dorothy gorjup, 
region 9 vice President Lorraine Babcock, district 5 representa-
tive John Poklar, region 4 director doris Sadar, region 3 vice 
President Tony Bole, and region 2 director veronica Smathers.
Thank you all – Hvala Lepa!

Slovene national Benefit Society resolutions 2018-2022
Adopted during the 31st Regular SNPJ Convention (revisions highlighted in bold text)

POTICAS
Keep your holiday tradition alive

Family owned by
Don Wojtila • Baker and Polka Musician

Chrissy Wojtila • Miss SNPJ 2000

Nut, Poppyseed and Raisin Nut
Available in

Order NOW from

Wojtila’s Bakery
(216) 731-7080

3lb. potica for only $28.95 plus s/h

Official Proceedings
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
Aug. 28, 2018
The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m. by President Evanish 
with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
The minutes from the July 31, 2018, meeting were read and 
approved.
Sis. Pintar reported that the minutes from the 31st Quadrennial 
Convention have been sent out to all of the delegates for review. 
A meeting of local delegates will be held in September to finalize 
the minutes and review any changes received from delegates.
Reviewed the plans for National SNPJ Days at the Recreation 
Center, including athletic tournaments schedules, food and 
workers.
Reviewed the structure of the Convention meetings, meals, 
entertainment, etc. We thank the Recreation Center staff for all 
of their hard work to make this a successful event. A big thank 
you also to David Jones of Jones Creations for the beautiful job 
he did with the welcome party and the delicious food he provided 
for all meals. We had very positive feedback on the event.
Sis. Pintar reported that she will be sending the Articles of In-
corporation and the amended Bylaws to the Pennsylvania State 
Insurance Department for approval. This must be completed 
before sending to all other states in which we are licensed.
Approved payment of $260 to the Michigan Fraternal Alliance 
for delegate registration for annual meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:35 p.m.
JOSePH c. evAniSH
National President/CEO

KAren A. PinTAr
National Secretary/COO

by JIM STEFANACCI
Lodge 87 President

HERMINIE, Pa. — We are very 
sorry to announce that after 50 years 
of having a very active club at one 
time, the Herminie Slovenian Sing-
ing Society Sokol club, best known 
as the Herminie Slovenian Crystal 
Ballroom, can no longer exist. 

Due to the deaths of former officers 

and the current health conditions of 
others, and being unable to form a 
group of active officers, we have 
decided to sell the establishment 
before having it simply close down 
and possibly be sold for unpaid taxes.

This decision was discussed ap-
proximately five years ago, when 
the lack of interest from members 
for various reasons became an issue. 

Activities such as the Social Mem-
bers on Friday nights downstairs, 
the Saturday night ballroom danc-
ing upstairs, the Wednesday night 
country line dancing, and Zumba 
classes three nights a week have been 
supporting the building and keeping 
it in operation.

The building is in need of extensive 
repairs, the cost of which is far beyond 

our capabilities, as is the time involved in 
doing so. The buyer was given a price to 
accept the building in “as-is” condition; 
there were other issues in determining a 
sales price besides the condition.

The buyer will keep the name 
“Crystal Ballroom Wedding and 
Event Center,” and the current events 
held in the building appear to be safe 
for continued operation.

Due to Christmas events booked 
here for December, which require cash 
bars, and the buyers not obtaining a 
liquor license, we will have a January 
settlement. Therefore, we will still be 
around for the month of December.

The sale will be a total relief for us, 
the struggling survivors. SNPJ Lodge 
87 plans to remain active, continuing 
our meetings at our “old” home.

The Herminie Slovenian Crystal Ballroom will change hands in January
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SnPJ fraternal sympathies

v DRAG IN ljUBeč SPoMIN
mojemu dragemu možu

STANLEY W. SOMMERS

NeizmerNo hvaležNa iN žalostNa žeNa Jožefa iN ostali.

Ostra temna črta je zarezala v 
življenje, da je postala pokrajina 

bolečine in žalosti. Stojim nema in 
brez moči, da bi stopila onstran, 

kamor je odšel moj najdražji.

Nobena beseda nas ne more 
več združiti. Le misel, da je 

bilo z njim nekoč lepo, me naj 
pomaga tolažiti. Ostal mi bo 
v lepem in trajnem spominu.

SnPJ crossword
WORLD SERIES (#1018) solution

Sis. Hollis g. Milavec
• Lodge 245 •

LAWRENCE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 245 sadly 
report the June 25, 2018, 
passing of Sis. Hollis Gwen 
Milavec, 65, of Lawrence. She 
was a 47-year SNPJ member.

Sis. Milavec was born Nov. 
30, 1952, in Canonsburg, Pa., 
a daughter of Steve and Betty 
Krieger Milavec. Prior to her 
retirement, she was employed 
as a computer operator for 
Health America. She enjoyed 
shopping and trips to the 
casino, and she loved her cat, 
Abby.

Surviving are her brothers, 
Stephen Milavec of Lawrence 
and Tracey Milavec of McDon-
ald, Pa.; and several cousins. 
She was preceded in death by 
her parents.

Services for Sis. Milavec 
were held June 29 in Sollon Fu-
neral and Cremation Services, 
Ltd., Canonsburg, officiated by 
the Rev. James O’Brien. Inter-
ment followed in Forest Lawn 
Gardens, McMurray, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 245 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Milavec’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. charles B. Zubyk
• Lodge 643 •

GIRARD, Ohio — The 
members of Lodge 643 sadly 
announce the June 26, 2018, 
passing of Bro. Charles B. 
Zubyk, 93, of Dover, Ohio, 
formerly of Girard, at Truman 
House in New Philadelphia, 
Ohio.

Bro. Zubyk was born Feb. 
12, 1925, in Pittsburgh, a son 
of the late Charles and Anna 
Bohan Zubyk. He was a 1943 
graduate of Girard High School 
and subsequently enlisted in 
the U.S. Navy during World 
War II, where he served on 
the U.S.S. Suwannee, an escort 
carrier in the Pacific Theater.

A highly-decorated veteran, 
he was honored with the Vic-
tory Medal, the American Area 
Medal, the Philippine Libera-
tion Medal, the Asiatic-Pacific 
Medal, and the Presidential 
Unit Citation with Nine Battle 
Stars.

Upon his honorable dis-
charge from the Navy, he 
enrolled at Youngstown Uni-
versity, where he received a 
business administration degree 
and a Doctor of Law degree. 
Bro. Zubyk practiced law in 
the Mahoning Valley for ap-
proximately 20 years, and later 
became a judge in the Niles 
Municipal Court System for 
12 years.

In addition to 53 years of 
SNPJ membership, was also 
a member of Sts. Peter & Paul 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
in Youngstown, Ohio.

He is survived by his daugh-
ter, Anna Lisa Mansfield Blue 
of Surprise, Ariz.; a grandson; 
his companion of over 19 years, 
Myrna Cramblett of Dover; two 
sisters-in-law, Rose Zubyk of 
Niles, Ohio, and Anna Zubyk 
of Girard; and several nieces 
and nephews. He was preceded 
in death by two sisters, Mary 
Patterson and Anna Zubyk; 
and two brothers, John and 
Steve Zubyk.

Funeral services for Bro. 
Zubyk were held July 2 at 
Sts. Peter & Paul Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church. Interment 
followed in Calvary Cemetery, 
Youngstown.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 643 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Zubyk’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Marcella L. Pozzi
• Lodge 6 •

SYGAN, Pa. — The members 
of Lodge 6 sadly announce the 
June 29, 2018, passing of Sis. 
Marcella Pozzi, 90, of Cecil, 
Pa. She was a 60-year SNPJ 
member.

Sis. Pozzi was born Aug. 
28, 1927, in Bishop, Pa., the 
eldest child of the late John 
and Barbara Murgel Adams.

In addition to working 
for over 45 years, including 

11 years as a library aide at 
Cecil Elementary School, she 
was active in the local and 
church communities. She was 
a lifelong member of St. Mary 
Catholic Church in Cecil, 
where she was active in the 
Altar Society and the Belles of 
St. Mary’s. As an active mem-
ber of St. Agatha’s Catholic 
Daughters of America, she held 
several local and state offices, 
including regent, vice regent, 
treasurer and district deputy.

Sis. Pozzi also proudly 
served as a judge of elections 
in Cecil and as a 20-year vol-
unteer at Canonsburg Hospital. 
She enjoyed her daily visits to 
the McDonald-Cecil Senior 
Center, and loved bowling and 
playing bingo.

She was preceded in death 
by her beloved husband of 40 
years, Raymond Pozzi Sr., and 
an infant brother, Andrew.

Surviving are four chil-
dren, Raymond of Cecil, 
Marcella (John) Zaragoza 
of Florida, Kathy (Michael) 
Cannon of West Alexander, 
Pa., and Donald (Karen) of 
Cecil; four grandchildren, 
Patrick Zaragoza, Stefanie 
(Stephen) Cannon Wittmaak, 
and Nicki and Clay Possi; two 
great-grandchildren; siblings 
Betty Zirwas, John “Bud” 
Adams, Jean Ciaffoni, Joan 
Totterdale and Barbara Ann 
Adams; and numerous nieces 
and nephews.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Pozzi 
on July 3 in St. Mary Church, 
Cecil. Interment followed in 
Queen of Heaven Cemetery, 
Peters Twp., Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 6 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Pozzi’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. carmen d. White
• Lodge 715 •

UNIVERSAL, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 715 sadly 
report the Aug. 14, 2018, pass-
ing of Bro. Carmen D. White, 
79, of New Castle, Pa., sur-
rounded by his loving family. 

Bro. White was born Sept. 
26, 1938, in Youngstown, Ohio, 
a son of the late Orlando and 
Carmel (Davanzo) White. 

A musician who played 
the drums since the age of 12, 
Carmen was best known as the 
drummer for the former Joe 
Fedorchak Band. He was the 
1995 Grammy Award winner 
of the American-Slovenian 
Polka Foundation and was a 
charter member of the Penn-
Ohio Polka Pals.

He formerly owned and 
operated Colonial Art Gal-
lery in Boardman, Ohio, and 
Vinylume Products, Inc., with 
his father and brother. Later in 
life, Carmen discovered he had 
an artistic talent in painting. He 
also enjoyed golfing. 

He is survived by his wife, 
the former Marilyn Snezic, 
whom he married Nov. 7, 1997; 
three children, Cindi (John) 
Campbell, Flecka (Scott) 
Cochran and Paul (Heather) 
White; 18 grandchildren; 
one great-grandchild; and a 
brother, Jack White. 

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by 
a daughter, Deidre Savo; a 
sister, Ursula Nemergut; a 
sister-in-law, Helen White; 
and a brother-in-law, Raymond 
Nemergut.

Funeral services for Bro. 
White were held Aug. 18 at 
Rossi Brothers and Lellio Fu-
neral Home, Boardman.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 715 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
White’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. Paul L. Tempfer
• Lodge 113 •

PRICE, Utah — The mem-
bers of Lodge 113 sadly an-
nounce the Aug. 20, 2018, 
passing of Bro. Paul Louis 
Tempfer, 93, of Price. He was 
a loving father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather.

Bro. Tempfer was born Nov. 
6, 1924, in Scofield, Utah, 
to Paul and Mary Pestotnik 

Tempfer. He was called to the 
service in 1943 during his 11th 
year at Carbon High School. 
He was to go to the service in 
June but his father was killed 
in the coal mine in Hiawatha in 
June, so he was deferred until 
December. He was stationed 
in the Pacific Theater. In 
April 1946, he was honorably 
discharged.

In October 1948, Paul mar-
ried the love his life, Marcella 
“Marcie” Church at Notre 
Dame Catholic Church in 
Price. Paul and Marcie were 
married for 65 wonderful 
years. Their marriage was 
an example of love, kindness 
and friendship, and they loved 
traveling the world with fam-
ily and friends. Their home 
was warm and welcoming, 
and they hosted ongoing card 
parties.

Bro. Tempfer was em-
ployed in various coal mines 
throughout Carbon County for 
36 years. He started to work 
in Hiawatha on the outside as 
a bony picker. Through the 
years he advanced to section 
foreman, shift foreman and 
mine foreman. He retired from 
American Electric in Decem-
ber 1982.

Paul was highly regarded 
for his integrity, hardworking 
ethics, fairness and his ability 
to get along, as well as his 
vast knowledge of coal mining 
procedures and his attention to 
the safety of those who worked 
under his supervision. He was 
a very hard working man and 
provided very well for his fam-
ily. He enjoyed fishing, hunting, 
beekeeping and gardening.

Paul was a member of 
the United Mine Workers 
of America, the Slovenian 
Home and SNPJ Lodge 113, 
for which he served as vice 
president. He was very active 
in the Knights of Columbus 
where he held offices in all 
ranks and was honored to be 
a fourth degree Knight.

Bro. Tempfer is survived 
by four children, Tim (Rose) 
of Wimberley, Texas, Tammy 
(Michael) of Buffalo, N.Y., 
Tom (Jenny) of Salt Lake 
City, Utah, and Trudy of 
Chicago; a daughter-in-law, 
Andrea, of Hooper, Utah; 
12 grandchildren; and seven 
great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death 
by his wife, his parents and a 
granddaughter, Robyn.

The family would like to 
extend a special thanks to 
everyone at Symbii Home 
Health & Hospice for their 
compassionate care.

A Funeral Mass for Bro. 
Tempfer was held Aug. 25 at 
Notre Dame de Lourdes Catho-
lic Church. Interment followed 
in Price City Cemetery.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 113 and the Slovene 

National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Tempfer’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. Alexander S. Monstwil
• Lodge 776 •

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. 
— The members of Lodge 776 
sadly report the Aug. 31, 2018, 
passing of Bro. Alexander S. 
Monstwil, 81, of New Castle, 
Pa., after a hard-fought battle 
with bladder cancer.

Bro. Monstwil was born 
on Jan. 8, 1937, in the home 
in which he resided in New 
Castle. He was the son of the 
late Anthony and Jennie (Kus-
nierz) Monstwil. A graduate 
of Union High School, class 
of 1955, he retired after 43 
years of service as an inspec-
tor and foreman at LTV steel, 
the former Republic Steel in 
Youngstown, Ohio. Alexan-
der also worked at the former 
Shenango China and laid 
carpet for his brother, Walter, 
at M&M Flooring Co.

In addition to his SNPJ 
membership, he was a life-
time member of Mary Mother 
of Hope Parish, the former 
Madonna Parish, and the 
Kasimir Pulaski Club. He 
enjoyed working with his 
hands, remodeling homes 
and woodworking. Alexander 
enjoyed following all three 
Pittsburgh professional sports 
teams, and loved listening to 
polka music. His greatest joy 
was spending time with his 
family and friends, especially 
his grandchildren and great-
granddaughters.

He was married for 60 years 
to the former Delores Micco; 
she survives at home. Also 
surviving are two daughters, 
Toni Ann (Ronald) Yasher 
and Denise (David Sr.) Palus, 
both of New Castle; two sons, 
Kenneth (Marsha) Monstwil 
of Pulaski, Pa., and Matthew 
(Stefanie) Monstwil of New 
Castle; a brother, Walter 
(Patricia) Monstwil of New 
Castle; three sisters, Frances 
(Anthony) Spalvieri of Copley, 
Ohio, Jane (John) Fishovitz of 
New Castle and Mary (Phil) 
Oleson of Columbus, Ohio; 
12 grandchildren; and four 
great-granddaughters. He 
was preceded in death by his 
parents.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Bro. Monst-
wil on Sept. 5 at Mary Mother 
of Hope Parish, officiated by 
the Rev. Zachary Galiyas, 
Parochial Vicar. Rite of Com-
mittal and burial followed 
in Madonna Cemetery, New 
Castle.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 776 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Monstwil’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

Sis. Mildred L. virant
• Lodge 603 •

SAMSULA, Fla. — The Vi-
rant family and members of 
Lodge 603 sadly announce the 
Sept. 28, 2018, passing of Sis. 
Mildred L. “Millie” (Sordelet) 
Virant, 76, of Sebastian, Fla.

Sis. Virant was born in 
Yonkers, N.Y. She moved to 
Brewster, N.Y., as a child and 
graduated from Brewster High 

Bro. PAUL L. TEMPFER (113)

In Loving Memory of

GEORGE  and

JULIA FRANIK

Remembered by daughter Georgene, and grandsons Scot and Travis

You left us beautiful memories,
Your love is still our guide,

And though we cannot see you,
We feel you by our side.

KAren A. PinTAr
National Secretary/COO

DEATHS REPORTED
For the month of August 2018
   DATE OF
LOdge nAMe deATH CITY-STATE
 A02 Antoinette C. Miller 07-03-2018 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 A02 Beatrice A. Klueber 08-02-2018 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 3 David A. Blasch 07-27-2018 Mineral Point, Pa.
 5 Stephen A. Kovelan 02-18-2018 Euclid, Ohio
 5 Ann J. Friedel 07-22-2018 Wickliffe, Ohio
 6 Dolores M. Vagush 06-24-2018 Morgan, Pa.
 6 Mary T. Calabrese 07-26-2018 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 6 Donald M. Manzini 08-09-2018 Bridgeville, Pa.
 6 Charles P. Powers 08-04-2018 Bridgeville, Pa.
 6 Anthony Logar Jr. 04-16-2018 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 31 Michael F. Zagger 07-31-2018 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 33 John Gaspersic Jr. 07-30-2018 Freedom, Pa.
 33 Adeline Jerman 06-04-2018 Mount Joy, Pa.
 34 Joseph A. Banich 05-19-2018 Indianapolis, Ind.
 41 Betty Marie Britz 02-04-2018 Export, Pa.
 87 Blaine McElfresh 08-03-2018 Auburn, Ala.
 89 Carl Harris Jr. 07-21-2018 Burgettstown, Pa.
 106 Anna Ergen McLane 06-08-2018 Freemont, Calif.
 106 James W. Falconer 07-29-2018 Oakdale, Pa.
 106 Karin C. Oravetz 07-22-2018 El Cajon, Calif.
 106 John R. Lombardo III 07-05-2018 Avella, Pa.
 106 Larry J. Snatchko 08-10-2018 Burgettstown, Pa.
 107 John Matosich 09-04-2017 St. Louis, Mo.
 138 Dorothy Gorup 07-02-2018 Canonsburg, Pa.
 138 Carolyn Marshall 11-18-2010 Washington, Pa.
 142 Charles J. Strauss 07-08-2018 Chardon, Ohio
 158 Anthony J. Grill 04-20-2006 Boardman, Ohio
 158 Michele M. Boarman 08-04-2018 Las Vegas, Nev.
 218 Daniela Ciarallo 07-17-2018 Morrison, Colo.
 223 Debra A. Jablonsky 09-11-2017 Greensburg, Pa.
 223 John E. Jablonsky Jr. 04-17-2018 Greensburg, Pa.
 223 Bertha Barbi 05-07-2018 Indiana, Pa.
 223 Steven F. Colosimo 07-23-2018 McKees Rocks, Pa.
 245 Opal V. Schotting 08-01-2018 Lawrence, Pa.
 254 Frank J. Varljen Jr. 06-24-2018 Midlothian, Va.
 254 Violet Ann Drager 08-07-2016 Johnstown, Pa.
 274 William Evancic 11-20-2014 Sidman, Pa.
 304 Mildred A. Hrast 01-25-2017 Castro Valley, Calif.
 321 Daniel Gelet 02-05-2018 Warren, Ohio
 321 Walter M. Luketic 04-10-2018 Newton Falls, Ohio
 321 Nancy Scibiur Hill 07-25-2018 Columbus, Ohio
 559 Lillian Camasta 08-03-2018 Lisle, Ill.
 562 Alda Jozwiak 06-28-2015 St. Clairsville, Ohio
 564 Raymond C. Bennett 10-18-2017 Brighton, Mich.
 564 Edward Klobucher 07-11-2018 Hazel Park, Mich.
 564 Michael Schurino 03-11-2018 Muskegon, Mich.
 576 Kathryn F. Mohorcic 06-30-2017 Cleveland, Ohio
 576 Edward J. Rupena 06-27-2018 Willoughby, Ohio
 577 William H. Sustrich 07-25-2018 Salida, Colo.
 581 Luttie W. Rehar 06-24-2018 Charleroi, Pa.
 581 Elizabeth A. McCoy 07-02-2018 Bellefonte, Pa.
 581 William Puntar 07-12-2018 Vandling, Pa.
 584 Florence Lindquist 07-07-2018 Gueleth, Minn.
 584 Louis F. Saje 06-16-2018 Milwaukee, Wis.
 584 Judith A. Hepp 07-24-2018 New Berlin, Wis.
 584 Donald Wene 04-10-2018 Crivitz, Wis.
 603 Cecelia L. Magdziak 05-24-2018 Belleview, Fla.
 626 Joe Slanovec 07-13-2016 Wooster, Ohio
 665 Mark J. Magister 07-25-2018 Allison Park, Pa.
 677 Earl A. Steinhoff 07-08-2018 Munising, Mich.
 715 Mary B. Bogatay Lebnick 04-06-2018 Bruceton Mills, W.Va.
 715 Loretta J. Kozlowski 05-12-2018 Maderia Beach, Fla.
 749 William E. Caddy 07-06-2018 Johnstown, Pa.
 770 Thomas R. Kirol 02-20-2018 New Castle, Pa.
 770 James T. Anderson 07-18-2018 Alvin, Texas
 786 Michael J. Stegner 07-27-2017 Garden Grove, Calif.

School. She became a legal 
secretary and then a paralegal, 
working in the Brewster and 
Carmel, N.Y., areas until she 
retired and moved to Boca 
Raton, Fla., in 1991.

In addition to her SNPJ 
Lodge 603 membership, she 
was a lifelong member of 
the VFW Ladies Auxiliary 
in Brewster. She also spent 
many years volunteering for 
the March of Dimes.

Sis. Virant is survived by 
her loving husband of 55 years, 
Joseph K. Virant Sr.; three 

children, Joanne Virant Torrers 
of Boca Raton, Amy (Ryan) 
Haines of Bluffton, S.C., and 
Joseph K. (Adelaida) Virant 
Jr. of Boca Raton; a sister, 
Barbara (Robert) Weldon of 
Dover Plains, N.Y.; a brother, 
Brian Sordelet of Brewster, 
N.Y.; seven grandchildren; and 
one great-grandchild.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 603 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Virant’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.



• Receive $10 for each valid referral submitted.
• Every valid referral earns the recommender
 one chance in the Quarterly Drawing for an
 opportunity to win $100.

By submitting one valid referral,
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a total of $110 in cash prizes!

Recommender Benefits

The SNPJ Recommender Program provides an 
opportunity for adult members to encourage 
family, friends, children and acquaintances to join 
the Slovene National Benefit Society and take 
advantage of SNPJ’s competitive products and 
numerous fraternal benefits. Not only will you 
be helping a friend and strengthening our Society, 
you’ll also be receiving benefits yourself.
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My Name: ______________________________________________

My Lodge Number: _______________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________

Phone: (             ) _________________________________________
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by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — For many years, 
SNPJ members have enjoyed the 
unique and truly remarkable facility 
that is the SNPJ Recreation Center. The 
experiences and countless memories 
that have been made there are treasured 
by thousands. The Recreation Center 
is now more than 50 years old and, as 
with so many things, time, along with 
wear and tear, have taken their toll.

The large upper cabins, situated 
opposite the lake along Martin Road, 
are some of the first structures that 
were built on the property. Cabins #1 
and #2 have already been completed. 
The budgeted cost to complete one 
cabin was $28,000. There are a total 
of 24 large cabins and 12 motel units 
as part of this project. It will take a 
significant amount of capital to finish 
this project, and will likely take years 
to complete. The more donations we 
receive, the quicker we can complete 
the project. Since this is not a cultural 
or educational (scholarship) cause, but 

rather, recreational in nature, contribu-
tions are not considered tax deductible. 

We encourage Lodges, Fed-
erations, members, friends and other 
organizations to contribute. Several 
have already contributed. While we 
do offer “Club Level” recognition, all 
donations will be listed in ProSveta.

Donors at the following Club Lev-
els will receive  their name on a plaque 
inside the corresponding cabin: Bronze 
Level, $1,000; Silver Level, $5,000; 
Gold Level, $10,000; and Platinum 
Level, $25,000.

Donation checks can be made 
payable to “SNPJ.” Please indicate 
“Cabin Renovation” in the memo area. 
Provide your name and address, and 
the acknowledgment name and address 
if the donation is made in memory of 
someone. 

Send your donation to Slovene 
National Benefit Society, 247 West 
Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126. 
All donations are greatly appreci-
ated. Thank you in advance for your 
support!

Support the Rec Center Cabin Renovation Project
Before

After

rec center cabin renovation donations
for the months of August & September 2018
SNPJ Lodge 626, Barberton, Ohio .......... $421.97
Friends & relatives of Jim & Monica Progar (138),
Perryopolis, Pa. ............................................ $150
Senior Week donations ................................ $102
Leonard Evanish (715), Lower Burrell, Pa. ... $100
 In memory of Eva M. Evanish

Jeff & Terry Cramer (715), Poland, Ohio ...... $100
 In memory of Donald L. Cramer

National Days Balina Tournament Donation ... $62

Jimmy Green (138), Canonsburg, Pa. ............ $25
 In memory of Frank Mavrich

Ken & Cheryl Vogrig (138), Canonsburg, Pa. . $25
 In memory of Michele Halaburda Boarman

Karen & Ken Pintar (6), Bridgeville, Pa. ......... $25
 In memory of Michele Halaburda Boarman

Robert & Lucy Roberts (138), Muse, Pa. ........ $10

by TAWNYA SPOHARSKI (6)
SNPJ Trailer Court Association

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — The 
SNPJ Trailer Court Association (TCA) 
celebrated an epic closing party. Did you 
miss it? I hope not!

Our members donned jerseys and 
jackets, T-shirts and sweatshirts of their 
favorite sports teams as we tailgated... 
and missed the game because we were 
all having too much fun at the party! 
Horns were blowing and the drinks were 
flowing as we celebrated the (almost) end 
of another fantastic season at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center.

The TCA cannot even begin to say 
thank you enough to all of the volunteers 
who helped make this year’s closing party 
such a successful event. In true SNPJ 
fashion, the list is endless. I’d love to name 
everybody who pitched in, but there were 
so many and I’d hate to leave anyone out. 
We (and you) know who you are! From 
food prep to hauling everything to the party 
site, from setting up the pavilion to grilling 
some amazing kebobs, from donations to 
clean up – events like this don’t happen 
without the support of an amazing com-
munity of family and friends that we are 
so blessed to have as a part of the SNPJ 
Trailer Court Association. Thank you all!

Donations and food started the day, then 
KTB came to play, ooh-ooh! As if Kim, 
Terri and Brian aren’t fantastic enough, we 
enjoyed an experience that went beyond 
what any of us expected. A few legends 
joined them on stage to entertain us even 
more! Dave Skrajner crooned along with 
the band for several numbers, and Joey 

The SNPJ Trailer Court Association 
closing party featured music by KTB, 
with special appearances by Dave 
Skrajner and Joey Miskulin.

Miskulin dazzled us with his unbelievable 
musical talent. Thank you both for being 
part of our day. Be sure to check out our 
Facebook page for photos and videos.

The music was briefly interrupted as 
business needed to be done. A meeting 
was held to elect new TCA board officers. 
We sadly say goodbye to Patti Evanish as 
treasurer. I personally have never worked 
with somebody so dedicated and so orga-
nized. You will be missed, Patti, but I know 
where you live when I need help! Thank 
you for everything. Returning officers are 
President Joe Kostic, Vice President Jill 
Yingling and me, Tawnya Spoharski, as 
secretary. We’re happy to welcome Janet 
Smrdel as the new TCA treasurer. We are 
lucky to have her join us as we look forward 
to planning another fun-filled year!

Drawings were held for our 100 Chance 
Board, 50/50 drawing and Chinese auc-
tions. Thank you to our members who 
donated beautiful baskets for the Chinese 
auction, and congratulations to all of our 
winners. The last drawing of the day was 
the much anticipated “Pay Your Pad Fee” 
drawing. Way to go, Frank Candela, for 
having the golden ticket!

The music didn’t stop as KTB packed 
up their equipment. Some technical dif-
ficulties delayed the start of Campsite 
Karaoke, but a huge thanks goes out to 
Brian O’Boyle for getting our sound system 
on track so we could hear what amazing 
singers we are. Karaoke went well into the 
night with solos, group songs, acapellas 
and original songs flowing through the 
mics. I have to take this opportunity to 
thank my personal roadie, my hubby, 

Glenn. There is no karaoke without your 
support! Again, please visit our Facebook 
page for photos and videos that you won’t 
want to miss.

Sadly, the party is over, but the season 
is not. I hope to see you all many more 
times before the water is shut off... and 
even after that. Ta-ta for now!

S’more News from the SNPJ Trailer Court Assoc.

by JEANNETTE HUMPHREY 
Lodge 603

SAMSULA, Fla. — The 
members of Lodge 603 are 
getting into action for the 
upcoming holiday events.  

A community yard sale at 
the Lodge 603 Hall will be 
held Nov. 3 from 8 a.m. until 
2 p.m. Breakfast and lunch 
will be available. Table space 
is $10 inside or $5 outside. 
Phone (386) 427-1410 for 
more information.

Our Lodge held a covered 
dish dinner and business ses-
sion Oct. 2. The hostess for 
the meal was Connie Massey. 
Jennifer Luznar donated $100 
to the Lodge 603 Scholar-
ship Fund in memory of her 
mother, Anna Lou Luznar.  

We welcome the following 
new members to Youth Circle 
57 and Lodge 603: Kaley 
Slucher, Sara Austin, Noah 
Slucher, Caroy Austin, Jimmy 
Baxter, Christine Wines, 
Willie Richards, Karen Mc-
Donald and Barbara Sanders. 
Welcome to the SNPJ!

A Roval Race Party was 
held in memory of John 
Griswold at our Lodge hall on 
Sept. 30, hosted by his wife, 
Cindy, and family. It was a 
good turnout for John, who 
had traveled the race circuit 
for many years with his wife 
of 46 years, and made many 
friends along the way. 

John lost his life to cancer 
on Oct. 13 after spending 
a week in the hospital. A 
celebration of his life was 
conducted Oct. 20 at our 
Lodge hall. We extend our 
sympathy to the family.

Congratulations to Kathy 
Brown, executive assistant 
at the SNPJ Home Office 

in Imperial, Pa., who retired 
in October. Kathy did an 
outstanding job for years 
as executive assistant to 
National President Joseph 
Evanish, National Secretary 
Karen Pintar and National 
Treasurer Robert Lawrence.

The Samsula Woman’s 
Club will host its annual 
Christmas bazaar at our 
Lodge hall on Saturday, 
Dec. 1, from 8 a.m. until 2 
p.m. Everyone is invited to 
come and support the local 
vendors. Breakfast and lunch 
will be available, and a silent 
auction is planned. Table 
space is still available; con-
tact a member of the Samsula 
Woman’s Club for additional 
information.

Ruth Benedict and Jean-
nette Humphrey are serving 
on the Lodge Nominating 
Committee and will report 
at the Nov. 6 meeting.

The Lodge 603 Christmas 
program is set for Saturday, 
Dec. 22, starting at 7 p.m. 
The members of Youth 
Circle 57, under the direc-
tion of Cindy Griswold and 
Nadine Slucher, will host the 
program. Santa Claus will be 
making his annual visit to the 
Lodge, handing out gifts to 
the children. Parents should 
wrap a gift, mark it with 
their child’s name, and place 
it under the Christmas tree 
before the program begins. 
The Lodge will be distribut-
ing goodie bags to everyone 
in attendance.

Don’t forget to mark the 
dates of Feb. 22-23, 2019, on 
your calendar for the annual 
Florida SNPJ Days polka 
festival. More details later.

Until next time...

Lodge 603 anticipating 
the upcoming holidays

2018 SNPJ Family Twosome Bowling Tournament
Bowl anytime during the month of November
Submit all entries to SNPJ Fraternal Director,
247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126

ENTRY DEADLINE is Dec. 7, 2018

Game 1

adult

Youth

Divisions
 MAJORS (ages 15-18)
 JUNIORS (ages 12-14)
 PREPS (ages 9-11)
 BANTAMS (age 8 and under)

TEAM 1: Indicate Division and Entry Class within division
Age Division determined by age as of Oct. 31, 2018

Entry Class
 MOTHER-SON
 MOTHER-DAUGHTER
 FATHER-SON
 FATHER-DAUGHTER
 GR’MOTHER-GR’SON
 GR’MOTHER-GR’DAUGHTER
 GR’FATHER-GR’SON
 GR’FATHER-GR’DAUGHTER

REPORT OF SCORES BOWLED — TEAM 1

Avg. Game 2 Game 3 Series Total

Adult Bowler’s Lodge No. _____
Youth Bowler’s Lodge No. _____

Game 1

adult

Youth

Divisions
 MAJORS (ages 15-18)
 JUNIORS (ages 12-14)
 PREPS (ages 9-11)
 BANTAMS (age 8 and under)

TEAM 2: Indicate Division and Entry Class within division
Age Division determined by age as of Oct. 31, 2018

Entry Class
 MOTHER-SON
 MOTHER-DAUGHTER
 FATHER-SON
 FATHER-DAUGHTER
 GR’MOTHER-GR’SON
 GR’MOTHER-GR’DAUGHTER
 GR’FATHER-GR’SON
 GR’FATHER-GR’DAUGHTER

REPORT OF SCORES BOWLED — TEAM 2

Avg. Game 2 Game 3 Series Total

Adult Bowler’s Lodge No. _____
Youth Bowler’s Lodge No. _____

Game 1

adult

Youth

Divisions
 MAJORS (ages 15-18)
 JUNIORS (ages 12-14)
 PREPS (ages 9-11)
 BANTAMS (age 8 and under)

TEAM 3: Indicate Division and Entry Class within division
Age Division determined by age as of Oct. 31, 2018

Entry Class
 MOTHER-SON
 MOTHER-DAUGHTER
 FATHER-SON
 FATHER-DAUGHTER
 GR’MOTHER-GR’SON
 GR’MOTHER-GR’DAUGHTER
 GR’FATHER-GR’SON
 GR’FATHER-GR’DAUGHTER

REPORT OF SCORES BOWLED — TEAM 3

Avg. Game 2 Game 3 Series Total

Adult Bowler’s Lodge No. _____
Youth Bowler’s Lodge No. _____

Looking for informa-
tion on your SNPJ life 
insurance and annuity 
policies? Simply log on 
to snpj.org and follow the 
step-by-step instructions.

at your fingertips
information
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A CENTURY
in the making

Name _________________________________________

Address _______________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________

Number of copies _______________________________

RETURN THIS ORDER FORM TO
Slovene national Benefit Society

247 West Allegheny road • imperial, PA  15126-9774

Payment in full must accompany all orders. Make checks payable to SNPJ.
Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery.

Proud of your SNPJ membership? Then 
you owe it to yourself to delve deeper 
into SNPJ history through the pages 
of An Inspired Journey — The SNPJ 
Story: The First One Hundred Years of 
the Slovene National Benefit Society.

This richly-illustrated chronicle of SNPJ  
history compiled and written by SNPJ 
Publications Editor Jay Sedmak is now 
available for purchase.

$15.00 each — plus $2.50 s/h
add $1 shipping for each additional copy ordered

PROSVETA 2019 Publication Dates

Publication dates are highlighted in black boxes; deadline dates are circled. The deadline for submissions is noon 
on the third Wednesday of each month, unless otherwise noted above or on the front page. Submissions may 
be mailed to PROSVETA, 247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126; faxed to (724) 695-1555; e-mailed to 
prosveta@snpj.com; or submitted via the Publications section of the SNPJ website, www.snpj.org.
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by JERRY WATSON 
Lodge 34 Secretary/Treasurer

INDIANAPOLIS — SNPJ 
Lodge 34 members held their 
third quarterly meeting on 
Sept. 30. We finalized plans 
for our Oct. 7 event and set 
our last meeting of 2018 for 1 
p.m. on Nov. 18 at the Slovenian 
National Home (SNH). The 
Lodge will serve sandwiches 
and other goodies at this meet-
ing, and we’ll hold elections 
for our 2019 officers. Please 
try to attend and enjoy some 
food, drinks and the Colts 
football game.

“Success” is the word to 
describe our Oct. 7 event at the 
SNH. Lodge 34, the Slovenian 
Women’s Union (SWU) and the 

SNH joined forces for this very 
successful event. Polka Hall of 
Fame President Joe Valencic 
(5) came in from Cleveland 
and showed Polka! the Movie 
at the SNH.

We served fresh sausage 
made by the SNH board mem-
bers and food prepared by the 
SWU. Lodge 34 paid for the 
food, and all proceeds went 
to the SNH. Many attendees 
were very appreciative and 
commented on the great food 
and movie.

The Oct. 7 event was our 
most successful event for 2018, 
and it will be hard to top! It’s 
always great when various 
groups get together and have 
a successful event.

[Above] The members 
of SNPJ Lodge 34, 
the local SWU Branch, 
and the Indianapolis 
Slovenian National 
Home gathered 
Sept. 30 to discuss 
plans for their Oct. 7 
event. [Left] This very 
successful evening 
kept SWU Branch 
President Phyllis 
Fon and Lodge 34 
President MARY 
DRAGAN busy in 
the kitchen.

Polka! The Movie a hit 
for Lodge 34, Indy SNH

50-year Members
November 2018
 Lodge Member
  1 Arlene F. Evenhouse
 3 Michael A. Sankovich
 6 Debra McCaffery
 34 Stephen L. Hruban
 87 Paulette M. Klun
 87 Joseph W. Stajnrajh
 138 Sharon M. Garten
 138 Nancy O. Barnard
 158 Suzanne Lang
 216 Joyce Chilton
 218 Gary L. Massaro
 254 Harvey L. Janvier Jr.
 274 Deborah A. Butler
 518 Lester R. Appl

 Lodge Member
 559 Karen L. Valerio
 559 Richard J. Hode
 564 Janis Lovsin
 603 David L. Marshall
 603 Jeffrey G. Adomnik
 604 James M. Nolan
 629 Anne R. Vodopivec
 629 Michael Hassan
 686 Sarah J. Smiljanich
 721 Marjorie Sewasky
 721 Lois J. Knafler
 723 Paul S. Oblock
 729 Joseph A. Manchas
 771 Louise E. Cracraft

60-year Members
November 2018
 Lodge Member
 A02 John W. Rastetter
 A02 Nancy A. Boehm
 6 Lucille A. Gazda
 8 Matilda Tersina
 53 Antoinette M. Ipavec
 107 Evelyn A. Schmitt
 158 Ann A. Cigoy
 158 Daniel J. Potocar
 198 Darlene M. Zukowski
 198 Isabel N. Qualls
 216 Elizabeth Cirincione

Lodge Member
 218 Joseph N. DiLuzio
 254 Helen L. Tursic
 562 Shirley A. Headley
 564 Joyce C. Asher
 564 Karen L. Jespersen
 577 Paul D. Lindvay
 604 Stefi Somrack
 721 Beverly J. Myers
 723 Frank J. Ritz
 749 Ernest Widmar
 749 James J. Howrylak

 Lodge Member
 5 Eleanor M. Pengel
 8 Arthur H. Kuhel
 117 James Spraitz
 562 Dorothy M. Prokes
 576 Caroline J. Slapnik
 584 Frank J. Markelc

70-year Members
November 2018

Lodge Member
 584 Carolyn J. Bauman
 604 Dorothy M. Rzeszut
 629 Frank M. Maljevac
 665 Dorothy U. Pietro
 715 Francis R. Svoboda

 Lodge Member
 126 Wilma C. Neuman
 614 John Telisman Jr.

80-year Members
November 2018

ANNOUNCE IT

Lodge 138 bowler makes
Duquesne women’s team
STRABANE, Pa. — 
Jessica Cadez, a young 
adult member of Lodge 
138, has been added to 
the 2018-2019 Women’s 
Bowling Team roster at 
Duquesne University in 
Pittsburgh, where she is 
a pharmacy major.

Jessica is a Western 
Pennsylvania Scholar-
ship Program (WPSP) 
final handicap win-
ner and state qualifier. 
She is also a winner 
of the Pennsylvania 
State USBC Star of 
Tomorrow Award. This 
scholarship award is 
presented annually to two bowlers who display academic 
achievement, extra curricular activities, community service 
and volunteerism, as well as bowling ability.

Among her bowling accomplishments are winning the 
2017 Pennsylvania Youth Adult Tournament, and serving 
as the Canon-McMillan High School bowling captain from 
2016-2018. Jessica has a high single game of 279 and high 
three-game series of 767.

Jessica, who got her start as an SNPJ youth bowler at 
Lodge 138, is the daughter of Jeff and Marcy Cadez (138).

Lodge 138 member JESSICA 
CADEZ has been added to the 
Duquesne University Women’s 
Bowling Team roster.

by KEVIN RICHARDS
Lodge 106

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Greetings from 
Lodge 106! Stop by the Lodge 106 club-
room on the first Tuesday of each month to 
see bartender Shari and enjoy an evening 
of free jukebox.

We’re still playing bar bingo on the first 
and third Thursdays of the month. Special 
early bird games start at 6:30 p.m.; the first 
regular game starts around 7. Our kitchen 
is open during bar bingo.

Comedy is coming back to the Imperial 
Room at Lodge 106 on Saturday, Nov. 3. 
Sponsored by the Western Pa. Federation 
of SNPJ Lodges, tickets are only $15 and 
will feature two acts plus a humorous host. 
A $10 food buffet, a cash bar, a 50/50 
drawing and a Chinese auction will be 
offered. The doors open at 6 p.m. and the 
show will start at 7.

This comedy night event is for those 
18 and older. Tickets are available in the 
Lodge 106 clubroom during regular busi-
ness hours, or by contacting Federation 
President Don Progar at (724) 747-6429 
or Vice President Chris Petukauskas at 

(724) 601-4164.
A “Seems Like Old Times” Dance has 

been scheduled in the Imperial Room for 
Sunday, Nov. 11, from 7 to 10 p.m. Our 
kitchen will open at 5 p.m., offering a buf-
fet. Admission is $8 at the door. Enjoy the 
Wally Merriman Group for this ballroom-
style dance as we celebrate the music of 
America’s greatest generation.

A euchre tournament is planned in the 
Lodge 106 clubroom on Sunday, Nov. 11, 
beginning at 2 p.m. These tournaments 
will continue every other Sunday. The 
entry fee is $10; a food buffet will be 
available 

The SNPJ Lodge 106 clubroom will 
again serve as a drop-off location for Toys 
for Tots. Please bring your new, unwrapped 
gifts to the clubroom during regular busi-
ness hours. Toys for Tots donations are 
also being accepted across the driveway 
in the SNPJ Home Office lobby.

The Lodge 106 children’s Christmas 
party will be held Sunday, Dec. 16, in the 
Imperial Room from 1 to 3 p.m. offering 
food, games, music and a visit from St. 
Nick.

The Lodge 106 adult Christmas party 
will be held Saturday, Dec. 22. Food and 
prizes will be available. Brother Rick and 
the Doo-Wop All-Stars will provide the 
entertainment during dinner; a DJ will 
provide dance music later in the evening.

Come celebrate New Year’s Eve in 
the Imperial Room from 8 p.m. until 1 
a.m. Tickets are $15 per person; you can 
pay at the door or purchase tickets in the 
clubroom during regular business hours. 
Entertainment will be provided by Guys 
Without Ties, a popular dance band from 
Youngstown, Ohio. Along with a cash bar, 
food will be available for purchase from 
our kitchen. This party will be held in the 
Imperial Room, so it is open to the public.

A block of rooms has been held at 
the Fairfield Inn and Suites in Robinson. 
Rooms are $89 per night plus tax and can 
be reserved by calling (412) 859-9070 by 
Dec. 1. Please mention SNPJ Lodge 106. 

Keep track of all the activities going 
on at Lodge 106 by visiting the “Upcom-
ing Events” page on our website, www.
snpjimperialpa.com. You can also follow 
us on Facebook at SNPJ Lodge 106.

Don’t miss the holiday fun at Imperial Lodge 106

by TONI THOMEY
Lodge 576

CLEVELAND — Happy fall, 
friends!  It’s been a busy couple 
of months for the Spartans 
Lodge, and now many of us 
are back in the swing of school 
activities, fall festivals and 
early holiday planning.

Over the past few months, 
our members stayed busy with 
the annual Heritage Night at 
the Lake Erie Captains game 
in late August, where our own 
Mikey Lawrence got to throw 
a mean pitch to the catcher on 
the field. Watch out, Indians;  
Mikey will be a free agent in 

a few years!  
As September wound 

down, several of our members 
attended the annual Grape 
Festival at the SNPJ Farm in 
Kirtland, Ohio. 

On Oct. 8 we helped out 
at St. Mary’s Church in Col-
linwood, serving up meals 
to anyone who attended their 
hot meal program. Thank 
you to all Spartans members 
who came out to help, and a 
special thank you to our ad-
ditional volunteers from St. 
Mary’s Church who jumped 
in and helped us serve the 
crowd. We served some de-

licious pasta and meatballs.  
A special thank you to June 
Slapnik who secured several 
pies and cakes to serve up to 
our guests.  

As our year is coming to a 
close, we’re looking forward to 
our annual bus trip to Presque 
Isle Downs & Casino on Nov. 
17. We’ll end our day with a 
special visit to Grand River 
Cellars Winery in Geneva, 
Ohio. Contact Lou Novak at 
(440) 796-6203 to reserve your 
spot on the bus.

Our next Lodge meeting 
will be held Monday, Nov. 
12, beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

at the Slovenian Home For 
the Aged, 18621 Neff Road 
in Cleveland.  This is a very 
important meeting for all 
members to attend. During 
the meeting we will be elect-
ing our new officers, repre-
sentatives and auditors. We 
will also begin to plan 2019 
activities and meeting dates.  
We appreciate everyone’s 
feedback and would love to 
see you all there.

If you are unable to attend 
this meeting but would like 
to run for a position as an of-
ficer or representative, please 
contact me at (216) 744-4710.

Bus trip on Spartans Lodge agenda in November


