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The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are Nov. 1 and Dec. 2. All material must 
be received by noon on Monday, Oct. 
14, for the Nov. 1 issue, and by Monday, 
Nov. 11, for the Dec. 2 issue. If you’re 
concerned about making the deadline, 
send an e-mail to prosveta@snpj.com 
or submit your material via the publica-
tions area of our website, www.snpj.org.

THE
DEADLINE

briefly

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Remember that the 
deadline for submissions to PROSVETA 
is noon on Mondays as indicated on the 
publications calendar (see page 6) and in 
“The Deadline” notification below. The 
deadline dates for upcoming issues are 
announced in each issue. When submit-
ting materials for publication, be sure 
to address all e-mail correspondence to 
prosveta@snpj.com.

PROSVETA deadlines
have moved to Mondays

• Annika Lawson
Born Jan. 28, 2019

Orange County, Calif., Lodge 786
Orange Coast Lodge 786 welcomes new 
member Annika Lawson to the Society. An-
nika is the daughter of Krista and Jonathan 
Lawson, granddaughter of Janet and John 
Lundgren, and great-granddaughter of Ar-
nie and Jean Koci, all members of Lodge 
786. We welcome Annika to the SNPJ and 
extend our best wishes to her entire family.

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — The Fraternal 
Department and the SNPJ Recreation Center 
thank everybody who joined us as we cel-
ebrated National SNPJ Days at the Recreation 
Center during Labor Day weekend. 

The weekend kicked-off on Friday, Aug. 
30, with a welcome party in the Gostilna 
featuring the music of KTB (Kim Skovenski, 
Terry Skovenski and Brian O’Boyle).

Activity started early on Saturday, Aug. 
31, as SNPJ golfers arrived at Black Hawk 
Golf Course to compete in the 2019 SNPJ 
National Golf Tournament. Congratulations 
to Ed Caggiano (770) and Dave Belfiore 
(138) for shooting 74s to tie for the actual 
championship in the men’s division, and to 
Sara Taylor (138) and Cathy Fisher (138) for 
shooting 91s to tie for the actual champion-
ship in the women’s division. 

Much thanks to SNPJ District 3 Athletic 
Director John Pierog (776) for helping me 
with this tournament, and to Brad Stroth 
(576) for watching our hole-in-one hole as 
well as handling the skins game.

The Peoria holes selected were 4, 5, 8 on 
the front nine and 11, 14, 17 on the back nine.

National SNPJ 
Days close 
summer events
on a high note

SEE 2019 NATIONAL SNPJ DAYS
ON PAGE 5

by PATTI EVANISH
Lodge 715 Secretary

UNIVERSAL, Pa. — Many thanks to those 
members and guests of Lodge 715 who attended 
the Pittsburgh Pirates game against the Chicago 
Cubs on Tuesday, July 2. Keep on the lookout 
next spring for information on how you can 
join in on the fun and attend this memorable, 
annual, fraternal summer event.

The Comets Lodge 715 annual luncheon 
will take place Saturday, Oct. 19, at Palmieri’s 
Restaurant in Plum, Pa. We will be honoring 
our members who have reached 50, 60, 70 and 
80 years with SNPJ.

A special invitation was mailed to our 
honorees in September with additional details, 
but any member is welcome to attend this 
wonderful event. If you are interested in at-

tending, please contact me directly via e-mail, 
pattievanish2017@gmail.com, or phone (412) 
443-8825 for more information.

Jamie Evanish is our Lodge sales agent. If 
you have any questions about SNPJ products, 
whole life or term life insurance, annuities, 
IRAs or Roth IRAs, please be sure to contact 
Jamie directly. He can be reached at je75main@
gmail.com or (412) 793-5957.

Lodge 715 celebrating member anniversaries in Oct.

CHICAGO — The date and location of 
the next Lodge 559 meeting have been 
changed. The meeting will be held Friday, 
Nov. 15, starting at noon at the McCook 
Family Restaurant.

KAITLYN ChIAPPeTTA
Lodge 559 President

Lodge 559 changes date, 
location of next meeting

by SUSAN ZARELLA (277)
SNPJ Recreation Center

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — Boo! It’s once 
again time for all you little ghosts and goblins 
in SNPJland to dress up and decorate your 
pumpkins!

We can’t wait to see all our little pumpkins 
again this year. Join us on Sunday, Oct. 13, at 
noon for the children’s Halloween party in the 
Heritage Pavilion at the SNPJ Recreation Center.

Children between the ages of 1 and 12 are 
welcome for a free lunch, served at noon in the 
barn. Adults may purchase lunch for $5 per 
person. We’ll be waiting to see all of our little 

ghosts and goblins in their costumes – you’re 
sure to have a howling good time!

A hayride for all little ghosts and goblins 
will take off following the parade of costumes, 
traveling through the SNPJ Trailer Court where 
treats will be handed out by our friendly trailer 
court residents. Be sure to bring a bag to collect 
all of your treats while on the hayride. 

To reserve a spot for your child, phone us 
toll-free at 1-877-767-5732. Please be sure to 
submit your reservation so a treat bag can be 
made for your child. The deadline to register 
is Oct. 6. We’re looking forward to having a 
spook-tacular time!

A howling good time awaits at 
the Rec Center Halloween party

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Lodge 106 is cur-
rently accepting registrations for the 2019 
SNPJ Fall Classic Bowling Tournament. 
The tournament will be hosted by SNPJ 
Lodge 106 in Imperial the weekend of Oct. 
19-20. Bowling will take place at Paradise 
Island Bowl in Neville Island, Pa. Please 
note that due to an ongoing construction 
project at the lanes, we will bowl both 
days starting at 11:15 a.m. instead of 10:30 
a.m. Be sure to return to the SNPJ Lodge 
106 Clubroom on Saturday, Oct. 19, to 
enjoy the music of Cool Change from 7 
to 11 p.m. The SNPJ Lodge 106 kitchen 
will be offering a full menu for purchase.

KeVIN RIChARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

Lodge 106 hosts the Fall
Classic Bowl in October

Bringing Some Sunshine State to the SNPJ Recreation Center
A group of SNPJ Lodge 603 members took the initiative to travel all the way from Samsula, Fla., 
bringing along several members of SNPJ Youth Circle 57 to visit the SNPJ Recreation Center. 
The group rented a few cabins for a week in June and planned a full week of activities. The 
Circle raised the money to pay for this trip through hot dog sales, bake sales, 50/50 drawings, 
youth dances and dinners. Youth members making the trip included KALeY SLuCheR, 
AhNALee JuLIAN, LYDIA PeLL, AmeLIA PeLL, CARLeIgh AuSTIN and SARALYNN 
AUSTIN, accompanied by adults NADINe SLuCheR (the assistant Youth Circle 57 director), 
hOLLY PeLL (603) and Ashley merson.

Sevnica Puppet Theatre bringing The Ugly Duckling 
to Strabane Lodge 138

The Sevnica 
Castle Puppet 
Theatre will 
present a 
performance 
of “The Ugly 
Duckling” on 
Sunday, Oct. 
27, at the Lodge 
138 Hall in 
Strabane, Pa.

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

STRABANE, Pa. — The SNPJ Slovenian Heritage Center is 
hosting a puppet show at SNPJ Lodge 138 in Strabane on Sun-
day, Oct. 27, starting at 2 p.m. Admission is free, and the show 
is open to the public. 

The visit of the Sevnica Castle Puppet Theatre to the United 
States has been arranged by the Slovenian Embassy in Wash-
ington, D.C. This group is performing at the Kennedy Center 
during their tour, and we are honored that SNPJ has been given 
the opportunity to host one of their shows.  

SEE ugLY DuCKLINg
ON PAGE 5
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If a concert or dance, who is
performing? 
 
 

Date 

Time 

Who to contact 
 
 

Phone (        )

Complete and return to: 
PROSVETA

247 W. Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA  15126-9774

e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

• OCT. 3 .........Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo. 
Early bird games start at 6:30 p.m., regu-
lar games at 7. For details contact the 
Lodge 106 clubroom at (724) 695-1411 
or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• OCT. 13 .......... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 euchre 
tournament starting at 2 p.m. The kitchen 
will be open. For details contact the 
Lodge 106 clubroom at (724) 695-1411 
or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• OCT. 13 .......... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 Seems 
Like Old Times dance in the Imperial 
Room at SNPJ Lodge 106, 7-10 p.m. 
Admission $8 at the door; the kitchen will 
be open. For more information contact 
the Lodge 106 clubroom at (724) 695-
1411 or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• OCT. 17  .......Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo. 
Early bird games start at 6:30 p.m., regu-
lar games at 7. For details contact the 
Lodge 106 clubroom at (724) 695-1411 
or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• OCT. 19-20 ..... SNPJ Fall Classic Bowling 
Tournament hosted by Imperial, Pa., 
Lodge 106. Bowling at Paradise Island 
Bowl; entertainment in the Lodge 106 
clubroom. For more information con-
tact Fraternal Director Kevin Richards 
at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144, or e-mail 
krichards@snpj.com.

• OCT. 26 .......... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 adult 
Halloween party in the Lodge 106 Club-
room beginning at 7 p.m. For information 
contact the Lodge 106 clubroom at (724) 
695-1411 or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• OCT. 27 .......... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 euchre 
tournament starting at 2 p.m. The kitchen 
will be open. For details contact the 
Lodge 106 clubroom at (724) 695-1411 
or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• OCT. 27 .......... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 children’s 
Halloween party in the Imperial Room 
at SNPJ Lodge 106, 1-3 p.m. For ad-
ditional information contact the Lodge 
106 clubroom at (724) 695-1411 or e-mail 
snpj106@gmail.com.

• NOV. 7 ........Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo. 
Early bird games start at 6:30 p.m., regu-
lar games at 7. For details contact the 
Lodge 106 clubroom at (724) 695-1411 
or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• NOV. 10 ......... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 euchre 
tournament starting at 2 p.m. The kitchen 
will be open. For details contact the 
Lodge 106 clubroom at (724) 695-1411 
or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

• NOV. 23 ......Spartans Lodge 576 one-day bus 
trip to Presque Isle Casino and Grand 
River Cellars Winery. Contact Linda 
Gorjup at (216) 650-1279 to reserve your 
seat on the bus.

• DEC. 1 ........Westmoreland County (Pa.) Fed-
eration Holiday Dance at the Yukon 
Slovenian Hall, Yukon, Pa., 2-6 p.m. 
Music by the Polka Classics.

• DEC. 15 ......SNPJ Lodge 158 Loyalites Christ-
mas party at the Slovenian Society 
Home, Euclid, Ohio; 1-5 p.m. For addi-
tional information contact Gary Smrdel 
at (440) 655-7592.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

by MEREDITH MARESH
Lodge 449

MILWAUKEE — Chicago and 
Milwaukee-area young adults met up 
this summer in downtown Milwaukee 
to celebrate fraternalism and cama-
raderie. This year, Milwaukee Lodge 
584 members Eric and Bryan Donavan 
hosted Lanie and Meredith Maresh 
(449) the weekend of Aug. 24. 

Each year, SNPJ young adult mem-
bers get together at the Young Adult 
Conference and are surprised that the 
Chicago and Milwaukee young adults 
see each other only once a year in 
Pennsylvania when they live in such 
close proximity.

This year was different. Meredith 
and Bryan set out to find an opportu-
nity to host an event in the Midwest. 
Bryan and Eric showed the girls 
around their hometown of Milwaukee 
and introduced them to some local 
spots, such as the Blue Bat, a local 

eatery that donates proceeds to a bat 
foundation. 

The group also visited the Lake-
front Brewery, along with Journeyman, 
a trendy meet-up spot in the heart 
of downtown. They rounded out the 
weekend with a Milwaukee Brewers 
baseball game. The Brewers may not 
have won, but it was still a fun time 
filled with wonderful memories.

As SNPJ members since birth, we 
are grateful to have the opportunity 
to travel to Pennsylvania each sum-
mer for the Young Adult Conference, 
although the point is to not only attend 
once a year, but to practice fraternal-
ism throughout the year. Our hope is 
to continue on with the relationships 
we’ve made, and to celebrate the con-
nections and cultural richness SNPJ 
has provided. 

We are proud to continue the tradi-
tion now and look forward to many 
more SNPJ get-togethers in the future.

Milwaukee Lodge 584 young adults ERIC and BRYAN DONOVAN 
hosted Cicero, Ill., Lodge 449 young adult members LANIe mAReSh 
(left) and meReDITh mAReSh during the ladies’ weekend visit to 
Milwaukee in August.

Milwaukee visit keeps Midwest young adults connected

by KATHY PAULENICH (776)
SNPJ Heritage Center Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — An-
other SNPJ Heritage Center season at 
the Recreation Center has ended, and 
we thank you for visiting our museum 
and gift shop. 

We had another busy year. We 
started Mother’s Day weekend with 
committee members Ed Robich, Tra-
cey Belle and Patty Candela travel-
ing to Washington, D.C., to attend 
the European Union Embassy Open 
House at the Slovenian Embassy on 
Saturday, May 11. We are always 
excited to be invited to this event and 
show off our traveling museum. We 
thank Borut Žunič, counselor at the 
Slovenian Embassy, for the invitation 
each year.

The Heritage Center Committee 
then participated in the Bean & Brew 
Fest held at the SNPJ Recreation Cen-
ter on Sunday, May 26, and the Simply 
Slavic festival held in Youngstown, 
Ohio, on June 15. We held our annual 
Heritage Weekend featuring music 

in the Gostilna on Friday, June 21, 
and a picnic the following day in the 
Heritage Pavilion.

Then it was on to the long and busy 
weekend of Slovenefest. This is always 
an enjoyable weekend for committee 
members since we’re not only very 
busy in the gift shop, but also busy 
sharing our Slovenian heritage with 
the many visitors. 

We received some suggestions of 
products from visitors and hope to 
follow through on the purchases, so 
check back next year! 

After Slovenefest, the Heritage 
Center hosted the annual wine and 
cheese receptions for SNPJ Family 
Week on July 31 and for Senior Week 
on Aug. 21.

We thank the Slovenian-American 
Hour for inviting us to their picnic on 
Aug. 4. Committee members Tracey 
Belle, Sue Mals, Dawn Williams-
Zabicki and I set up our traveling 
museum and brought gift shop items 
to sell. It was a beautiful day with 
great music and delicious food that 

we all enjoyed. 
We closed the season for the gift 

shop during Labor Day weekend with 
committee members Mary Jo Hart-
man and Joan Gaspersic manning the 
gift shop tables during the National 
SNPJ Days picnic held at the Heritage 
Pavilion on Sunday, Sept. 1. We con-
cluded the summer season by assist-
ing at the Recreation Center Wine & 
Sausage Festival held Saturday, Sept. 
21, with our very own wine from the 
vineyards at the Recreation Center. 

Besides all these events, commit-
tee members took turns opening the 
gift shop every Saturday during the 
summer months. 

We are one very busy commit-
tee, and I thank Tracey Belle, Patty 
Candela, Joan Gaspersic, Mary Jo 
Hartman, Sue Mals, Ed Robich and 
Dawn Williams-Zabicki for all their 
hard work and great ideas. I’m looking 
forward to next year.

The SNPJ Heritage Center will 
be hosting a puppet show titled “The 
Ugly Duckling” at SNPJ Lodge 138 

in Strabane, Pa., on Sunday, Oct. 27, 
beginning at 2 p.m. This event is free 
and open to the public. 

The puppet show is primarily 
aimed at children, but it should ap-
peal to adults as well. This would be 
a great family event for parents and 
grandparents to bring their children 
and grandchildren. 

SNPJ Youth Circle 19 Director 
Margaret Cadez will be helping 
Heritage Center Committee mem-
bers greet the performers who are 
coming from Slovenia. The group is 
based in Sevnica, Slovenia, as part of 
the Sevnica Castle Puppet Theatre. 
Their visit has been arranged by the 
Slovenian Embassy in Washington, 
D.C. The puppeteers will also be 
performing at the Kennedy Center 
during their tour.

The last event to keep an eye out 
for is the annual SNPJ Recreation 
Center Christmas party hosted by 
the Heritage Center, SNPJ Fraternal 
Department and Recreation Center. 
More on this in a future article.

Wine & Sausage Fest completes Heritage Center season

by KATHLEEN SEIFERT
Lodge 643 Secretary

GIRARD, Ohio — Upcom-
ing events for Golden Eagles 
Lodge 643 include Make a 
Difference Day in October 
and our annual Christmas 
parties for Lodge 643 and 
Youth Circle 7 members, both 
scheduled Saturday, Dec. 14. 
The staff at Amen Corner will 
be decorating their party room 
and fireplace with green, red 
and all of their holiday trim-
mings, as well as displaying 
their beautiful Christmas tree. 

The Youth Circle 7 Christ-
mas party will begin at 1 p.m. 
and Santa will be stopping by. 
There is no charge to attend, 
but we ask that you contact 
Circle Co-director Kurt Seif-
ert at (330) 259-1601 by Dec. 
3 with the names of your 

children who plan to attend. 
The adult Christmas party 

will begin at 5 p.m. with cock-
tails; dinner will be served at 
6. As in the past, we hope to 
have button box and accordion 
music, complements of our 
members, to add to the festive 
occasion.

The Lodge 643 meeting 
dates for the remainder of the 
year are Oct. 17, and during 
the Nov. 21 meeting we’ll be 
electing officers and voting 
on our Lodge bylaws. There 
will be no meeting held in 
December due to the Christ-
mas party. 

Our meetings begin at 6:30 
p.m. and are held at Amen 
Corner in Girard. Pizza and 
dessert are served following 
each meeting. We hope to see 
you there!

Lodge 643 sets agenda 
for year-end activities

by MICHELLE HRIBAR-HERNANDEZ
Lodge 1 President

CHICAGO — Slavija Lodge 1 members 
held their regular meeting Wednesday, Sept. 
4, at Czech Plaza in Berywn, Ill. Members 
discussed upcoming events which include 
attending Oktoberfest on Oct. 1 at the 
Henry Jacob Mansion in Joliet, Ill. The show 
will feature a band performing traditional 
Bavarian, Austrian and Slovenian styles of 
polka music.  

In August, Lodge 1 members attended 
the Chicago Federation annual dinner 
dance held in Lemont, Ill. We enjoyed 

meeting Miss SNPJ 2020 Daniella Volpe 
and listening to Slovenian songs performed 
by Cecelia Dolgan (576), accompanied by 
Vince Rigler (449). 

We extend get well wishes to Sis. Mar-
lene O’Connell and hope to see her at our 
December meeting.

Our annual elections and Christmas 
celebration will be held during our next 
meeting, Sunday, Dec. 1, starting 11 a.m. at 
Czech Plaza, 7016 Cermak Road in Berwyn. 
Members and guests are always welcome. 
Please phone Lodge Secretary Janina Hribar 
at (708) 598-2570 to make a reservation.

Lodge 1 celebrating to finish 2019

Slavija Lodge 1 
members attending 
the Chicago 
Federation annual 
dinner dance in August 
had the opportunity to 
meet Miss SNPJ 2020 
DANIeLLA VOLPe.
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Schools and businesses
should discuss provinces
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Alojz Kovšca, 
the president of Slovenia’s upper cham-
ber of parliament, has urged Slo venian 
universities and companies to take part 
in improving a draft bill to establish 
provinces across Slovenia.

The request was made during a late 
August meeting the National Council 
hosted for university representatives, 
and the chambers of commerce and 
small business. The meeting was held 
a week after a draft bill to divide Slo-
venia into 11 provinces at the beginning 
of 2023 was presented to the public.

The bill was drafted by a task force 
led by Boštjan Brezovnik from the 
Maribor Faculty of Law and enjoys the 
support of Slovenia’s municipalities.

Kovšca told the press that the draft 
bill was open to all proposals and com-
ments with a view to improve it, so 
as many interested parties as possible 
should take part in the discussion. He 
stressed that provinces could open 
up new possibilities or bring about 
problems if specific wishes, needs and 
development potential are not taken 
into account.

“When there is talk about provinces, 
everyone is on board in principle. But 
the problems start as soon as a bill is 
introduced,” he said, criticizing some of 
the negative reactions to the proposal.

Public Administration Minister Rudi 
Medved welcomed the proposal, but 
did not wish to comment on its de tails, 
saying it was a matter of broad political 
and expert debate. However, Medved 
did note that the ministry believed it was 
beneficial that the proposal originated 
outside of the political arena since politi-
cians had failed to establish provinces 
over the past decade. “Perhaps this is 
the path to provinces,” he said.

The draft bill would establish 
provinces, define their borders, and 
determine their names and seats, as 
well as the number of members serv-
ing on provincial councils. Slovenia’s 
212 municipalities would be united in 
prov inces by the names of Dolenjska, 
Gorenjska, Goriška, South Štajerska, 
East Štajerska, West Štajerska, Koroška, 
Ljubljanska, Primorsko-Notranjska, 
Savinjsko-Saleška and Pomurska.

Broadband access points
expanding in Slovenia
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Telecom-
munications operators have announced 
they will provide around 47,500 addi-
tional households in rural areas across 
Slovenia with access to broadband in 
the coming three years. This leaves 
around 50,000 more households in so-
called “white areas,” where funding of 
infrastructure will have to be provided 
by the state.

A total of 10 telecommunications 
operators responded to a Public Ad-
ministration Ministry query about plans 
for broadband infrastructure investment 
sent out last autumn. Allowing the gov-
ernment to determine where it will need 
to fund broadband infrastructure on its 
own due to a lack of market interest, 
the operators committed to financing 
the construction of access points for 
46,000 households within three years.

The government plans to fund the 
broadband infrastructure in some of the 
areas for which commercial operators 
have not expressed an interest. The an-
nouncement for bids in that project is 
expected to be published later this fall.

Ministry representatives indicated 
that these households are located in 
sparsely-populated and unfavorably 
positioned areas where constructing the 
required infrastructure is very demand-
ing, which makes them problematic in 
terms of business sustainability.

The government has around EUR 
38 million ($41.6 million) in EU funds 
available for broadband infrastructure 
projects. The Public Administration 
Ministry expects that the announcement 
to be published later this autumn will al-
low it to cover roughly half of the 50,000 
households located in white areas.

The darkest of wine 
tastings opens in Ptuj
PTUJ (STA) — Drawing on its rich 
winegrowing tradition, the city of Ptuj 
has come up with a pe culiar novelty for 
tourists: wine tastings in a pitch dark 
tunnel under Ptuj Castle, set against the 
backdrop of music.

According to Anja Potočnik, a repre-
sentative from the Tura Ptuj association, 
“The idea is to offer something brand 
new, and at the same time bring back 
to life the forgotten tunnels under the 
castle.”

The tunnel is dark and mysterious, 
reminiscent of the wine cellars under 
Ptuj’s streets and houses which were 
once home to important local winegrow-
ers and traders. The temperature in the 
tunnel is around 15 degrees Cel sius (59 
Fahrenheit), so it is pleasantly cool in 
the summer and warm in the winter.

The “wine tasting in darkness” will 
keep taste buds busy, enabling wine 
lovers to not only taste the wine, but 
to also “feel” it.

“Bringing a completely new experi-
ence, wine tasting in darkness will be 
perhaps most interesting for those who 
engage in wine tasting more often, al-
though it has been designed for all adult 
visitors,” Potočnik explained. She said 
Ptuj and its surroundings are historically 
known for excellent wines. Today, the 
area is best known for its white wines, 
offering a wide selection of different 
wines at various wineries. Ptujska Klet 
is the area’s big gest and most successful 
wine producer.

Statistics Office figures show the 
number of visitors to Ptuj increased by 
over two percent to slightly more than 
27,000 in the first six months of this 
year, with more than 60 percent coming 
from abroad.

By 2021, Ptuj – the origins of which 
can be traced back to the Ancient Ro-
man town Poetovio – aims to become a 
high-profile green destination in Central 
Europe. Part of the area’s tourist strategy 
is to offer genuine experi ences of its rich 
cultural heritage, which include local 
food and its centuries-old winegrow-
ing tradition.

Slovenia’s beer exports 
up nearly 20% in 2018
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Slovenian beer 
exports grew by almost 20 percent in 
2018 year-on-year, while hop exports 
increased by 17 percent, according to 
data released by the Slovenian Statistics 
Office in August.

The country’s beer exports exceeded 
imports last year: exports topped EUR 
34 million ($37.2 million), while im-
ports reached EUR 28.5 million ($31.2 
million).

Slovenia exported most of its beer to 
Croatia (30 percent), Italy (21 percent) 
and Bosnia-Herzegovina (19 percent), 
while most of the country’s beer imports 
– which decreased slightly last year, by 
three percent – came from Austria (40 
percent), Croatia (19 percent) and the 
Czech Republic (10 percent).

The number of Slovenian beer mak-
ers is on the rise: there were 61 registered 
breweries in Slovenia last year, which 
is quite an increase compared to 2010 
when there were only 13.

Beer lovers paid some 2.8 euros 
($3.10) on average for a half liter (16.9 
ounces) of pale ale in bars, or some 
90 cents (approximately $1) in stores 
in 2018.

Slovenian hop growers produced 
more than 3,000 tons of hops, which is a 
record amount since 1998 and a 43 per-
cent increase on 2017 hop production.

Slovenia ranks third in hop produc-
tion among all EU countries, follow-
ing Germany and the Czech Republic. 
The country’s hop exports outweighed 
imports by far, amounting to EUR 26 
million ($28.5 million). On the other 
hand, hop imports totaled EUR 2.1 
million ($2.3 million).

Almost half of Slovenia’s exported 
hops went to Germany last year, with 
China (16 percent) and the UK (10 
percent) being target markets as well.

Kranjska Gora launches 
mountain bike rentals
KRANJSKA GORA (STA) — The 
Kranjska Gora municipality is intro-
ducing the first electric mountain bike 
network in Slovenia in an effort to 
promote sustainable mobility. Cyclists 
will be able to rent the bikes in nearby 
Gozd Martuljek and in the center of 
Kranjska Gora.

Cycling is a very popular way to 
explore the Upper Sava Valley. The lo-

cal tourist information center promotes 
cycling as the perfect way to experience 
what the Alpine destination has to offer. 
“The Upper Sava Valley of fers beautiful 
cycling routes under the shade of trees 
from the starting point in Slovenia across 
the Rateče border crossing to the Friuli 
Venezia Giulia region in Italy where 
you can see beautiful mountain peaks,” 
according to the tourist center.

Apart from promoting the idea of 
sustainable tourism and e-mobility, 
the mountain bike network offers an 
easier way to explore rugged terrain 
and overcome long distances.

Kranjska Gora will be the first area 
to establish a network of e-bikes in 
Slovenia in cooperation with the Alp 
Adventures company. Cyclists will be 
able to rent a custom-made bicycle via 
a mobile app, Green4rent, at the cost of 
six euros per hour ($6.70) or 39 euros 
($43.50) per day.

Initially, the bikes will be available 
for rent at the Špik campsite in Gozd 
Martuljek and at the Alp Adventures 
rental shop in the center of Kranjska 
Gora. Next year the municipality will 
expand its network by improving 
the system and setting up new rental 
locations.

According to Blaž Veber, the direc-
tor of the Kranjska Gora Tourist Board, 
they hope to offer a combination of 
bicycles and tourist buses in the future. 
“[The combination] will be very useful 
to our visitors because there are many 
transportation possibilities in this area, 
and we weren’t able to get all the infor-
mation about routes, prices, frequencies 
and stopping points in the past,” Veber 
explained.

British author’s debut 
novel set in Slovenia
LONDON (STA) — British chemical 
engineer and author Fiona Erskine has 
set her literary debut, “The Chemical 
Detective,” in the snowy slopes of the 
Slovenian Julian Alps. The crime novel 
revolves around Dr. Jaqueline Silver, 
who works on avalanche control and 
finds herself caught in a web of lies, 
mysteries and threats.

The book’s tagline succinctly de-
scribes the protagonist: Silver blows 
things up to keep people safe. Ath-
letic men who can sing are her only 
weakness.

Having uncovered an international 
chemical smuggling operation, the 
chemical expert is threatened, framed 
for murder and on the run, wanted by 
the British and Slovenian police. Her 
scientific skills and shrewdness help her 
deal with dangerous situations, such as 
jumping off a cliff or rappelling down 
a steep slope.

According to Aurora Walshe, editor 
of Chemistry World magazine, the novel 
is fast-paced and thrilling. The story 
sometimes gets overly convoluted, but 
it demonstrates the pragmatic side of 
chemical knowledge and skills.

The heroine, whose real name is da 
Silva and who hails from Portugal, is 
a strong female protagonist who navi-
gates the male-dominated world and 
does not budge an inch while untangling 
the mystery.

NBA star Dragič opens 
a smart basketball court
LJUBLJANA (STA) — In mid-August, 
NBA player Goran Dragič inaugurated 
Slovenia’s first smart basketball court 
in Ljubljana’s Tivoli Park as part of his 
charity campaign #passtoplay.

Apart from being a successful athlete, 
the 33-year-old Miami Heat point guard 
is also known for his charitable activi-
ties, through which he makes contribu-
tions to local communities.

“I probably wouldn’t be where I am 
today without the court in Koseze,” 
Dragič said before opening the mod-
ern outdoor court, in reference to the 
court in the Ljubljana borough where 
he grew up.

Dragič made Slovenian basketball 
history as captain of the team that won 
the 2017 EuroBasket tournament. The 
team included Luka Dončič, the NBA’s 
2018-2019 Rookie of the Year.

Following the renovation of the court 
in Tivoli Park, Dragič’s #passtoplay 
campaign plans an upgrade of the Ta-
bor court in Maribor, with more smart 
courts to follow in other Slovenian 
towns next year.

The articles comprising this feature have been 
reprinted with permission from the Slovenian 
Press Agency (STA).

I have been writing the articles for this column for over nine 
years, and those of you who read this column regularly 
can’t help but know quite a bit about me – whether you 

want to or not. A lot of my life has been sprinkled into my 
articles because to explain the personal need and impact 
of life insurance I would find myself relaying family stories.  
My articles often provided peeks into my life when I shared 
about my active grandchildren, my many hobbies, my 
numerous pets, my patient husband, my Irish heritage, 
even stories from my childhood! At this point, what don’t 
you know about me?  

Well, my stories, whether entertaining or boring, are 
coming to an end since I will be retiring this month. Which 
means this will be my last article. In the blink of an eye, I 
have somehow reached retirement age. That blink lasted 
19 years with SNPJ, 11 years with Metropolitan, and two 
years with Lincoln Financial. I never intended to go into 
the insurance industry, but a secretarial job when I was 
22 started me on this 32-year path.  

After 32 years I know that insurance can be boring, and 
I guess that’s one reason I felt the need to put a personal 
twist to my articles. Insurance stories don’t make you the 
life of the party, and small talk can come to an abrupt end 
when you mention you work in insurance. 

No, I can’t say that the exciting world of insurance gets 
me out of bed in the morning.. but what I have enjoyed about 
the job is talking to our members, our potential members, 
and our agents. I have gotten to know quite a few of you, 
and I love when you tell me your stories. Many of you have 
given me a peek into your lives, and I have hung up the 
phone sometimes with a smile on my face, and sometimes 
with a tear in my eye. I have truly enjoyed working with our 
agents, and I am glad to say that through the years, some 
of them have become my friends. They are kind, patient, 
professional and interesting men and women.

In this world of technology when the personal touch is 
often lost, I’m glad I was able to stay personally connected 
with so many people. The insurance industry lends itself 
to that since, after all, insurance is a very personal matter. 
I’m not totally sure what retirement has in store for me, but 
I’m looking forward to a whole lot more 
living and a lot more stories. Fare thee 
well to you all!
• Thought for the Month — Retirement 

is when you stop living at work and start 
working at living.

Fare Thee Well
(Live well, have a good life)



4 PROSVETA
October 1, 2019 www.snpj.org • prosveta@snpj.com

PROSVeTA Crossword
Halloween (#1019) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. Emotional turmoil
6. Hot springs resort
9. ____-and-Take
13. Poet’s “below”
14. Snakelike reef dweller
15. Sweating room
16. Kind of candle
17. I, to Claudius
18. External
19. *Jack-o-Lantern’s birthplace
21. *All ____ Eve
23. In the manner of, French
24. “____-free” on an egg carton
25. O in OPEC
28. Car with a bar
30. Confine a river
35. Ton, e.g.
37. Ill-considered
39. Month after Adar
40. Result of a brainstorm
41. Up and about
43. American Society for 
 Clinical Investigation
44. Government in Myanmar, 
 1962-2011
46. Spiral-horned antelope
47. Lord’s servant
48. Declare with confidence
50. Trending piece online
52. Casual attire
53. 2 aspirin, e.g.

55. Sis’ sibling
57. *Locale of world’s largest
 Halloween parade
61. *Inhabited by ghosts
65. Olden day anesthetic
66. *The dry stuff creates
 spooky fog
68. Baby grand
69. *They go guising
70. Spanish sea
71. Poisonous substance
72. Bangkok native
73. Adult involvement org.
74. Like a snicker

DOWN
1. Unfavorable prefix
2. Getting warm
3. Open-mouthed astonishment
4. Tall ancient monument
5. State of being 
 in someone’s power
6. Like money to start a project
7. Cribbage piece
8. Often comes with a lei
9. Log splitter
10. Motorcar
11. “The Man Who ____ 
 Too Much” thriller
12. Lobe holders
15. Like funereal atmosphere
20. Nigerian money

22. *What’s the cut-off one 
 for trick-or-treaters?
24. *Appropriate Halloween garb
25. *Spirit board
26. River in India
27. Property claims
29. *Fake face
31. Unacceptable in juror
32. Opposite of liability
33. Mother-of-pearl
34. *Michael Myers’ weapon
36. British art gallery
38. Sweep under the rug
42. “Dancing with the Stars”
 number
45. Passions
49. Lookout point
51. Goes off like Vesuvius
54. Pinch to save
56. It has many layers
57. Hitler’s Eagle’s ____
58. ____ a Sketch
59. “Stop” to a horse
60. Sasquatch’s cousin
61. Zeus’ wife
62. Uber’s competitor
63. British children’s author Blyton
64. Fully cooked
67. Tom of “Tom and Jerry”

The solution to puzzle #1019 will 
run in the Nov. 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media
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Members celebrating 50, 60, 70 and 80 years with the Slovene National Benefit Society
by JOSEPH C. EVANISH

SNPJ National President/CEO

Of the 2,000 life insurance companies and 
fraternal benefit societies operating in the 
United States, fewer than 100 have been in 

existence as long as the SNPJ. As a not-for-profit 
fraternal benefit society, we have successfully pro-
vided life insurance to our members since 1904, along 
with a full package of social, athletic and cultural 
programs, scholarships, community service projects, 
and much more. SNPJ also offers annuities that can 
be used for IRAs and Roth IRAs.

Our more than 110 years of longevity and success 
have been made possible by the loyalty and dedica-
tion of our members. The SNPJ’s engine may have 
been built and its direction set by its founders and 
subsequent leaders, but its path has been traveled, 
cleared and paved by our dedicated members.

As a way to show respect and appreciation to our 
longtime and loyal members, we recognize mem-

bership milestones with a custom gift. The years of 
membership are counted in terms of adult membership 
years, not including youth enrollment years. These 
milestones of recognition include 50, 60, 70 and 80 
years of adult membership.

We ask our Fraternal Honorees, once they have 
received their awards from the Society, to submit a 
short report on their past and present lifestyle, includ-
ing their Lodge affiliation, hobbies and any other 
information that might be of interest to our readers.

In acknowledging these dedicated members, it is 
our privilege to show respect for these honorees by 
offering our thanks and appreciation for the loyalty 
they have shown the SNPJ for so many years. In this 
small way, through our official SNPJ publication, we 
can etch their names even deeper into the archives 
of the Slovene National Benefit Society.

On behalf of the entire membership, we extend 
our congratulations to those members reaching these 
anniversary milestones. 

Sis. eVeLYN SeVeR
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. JeAN VeNeSKI
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. mARIe hOuTh
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. mARIe hOuTh
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. JeAN VeNeSKI
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. eVeLYN SeVeR
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. mARIe hOuTh
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. mARIe hOuTh
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. EUSTINE “Penny” OBERLY (87) Sis. EVELYN SEVER (677)

Sis. JEAN VENESKI (6) Sis. MARIE B. (Peternell) HOUTH (87)
• Seventy-year SNPJ member Sis. 
EUSTINE “Penny” OBeRLY 
was recognized by Herminie, Pa., 
Lodge 87 and the Society for her 
many years of membership. She 
writes: 

“I was pleasantly surprised to 
find your kind letter and gift blanket 
from the SNPJ. Thank you for rec-
ognizing my 70-year membership 
with this fine organization. 

“I am the daughter of immigrant 
parents from the former Yugo-
slavia who brought their proud 
traditions of hard work, faith and 
love of family with them. 

“I am a lifelong resident of Fay-
ette County, Pa., with most of those 
years spent in Uniontown. I have 
been married to Jacob Oberly for 
63 years. We are the proud parents 
of five children, three grandchil-
dren and one great-grandchild.

“Jacob and I are avid sports 
fans, cheering on the local teams. 
We also enjoy crossword puzzles, 
socializing with the neighbors, and 
occasional trips to the casino. I 
am happy to report that I have a 
record of winning!

“I thank you again for this very 
special recognition. It means a 
great deal to me as I near my 88th 
birthday in September 2019!”

Sis. EUSTINE “Penny” OBeRLY
Herminie, Pa., Lodge 87

Uniontown, PA

• In her note of appreciation ad-
dressed to SNPJ National Presi-
dent/CEO Joseph C. Evanish, 70-
year SNPJ member Sis. eVeLYN 
SEVER, a member of Lodge 677 
in Detroit, writes: 

“Thank you so much for rec-
ognizing my 70 years of member-

ship by sending me the beautiful 
custom-embroidered blanket! I’m 
94 now and don’t get around as 
much as I used to, but I have very 
fond memories of summers spent 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center in 
Pennsylvania. 

“My late husband Phillip was a 
lifetime SNPJ member, and I be-
came a member when we moved 
to Detroit, joining Lodge 677. All 
three of our daughters are lifetime 
members as well. I now have four 
grandchildren and eight great-
grandchildren whom I enjoy.

“Thanks again for acknowledg-
ing my 70 year membership!”

Sis. eVeLYN SeVeR
Detroit Lodge 677

Royal Oak, MI

• Sis. JeAN VeNeSKI was rec-
ognized as a 50-year member of 
Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 in September 
2019. She writes: 

“Recently I received a large 
envelope and was surprised by 
the pin and certificate. I hadn’t 
realized I’ve been a member of 
Sygan Lodge 6 for 50 years. Thank 
you so much!

“I was born in Verona, Pa., on 
June 29, 1930, and when I was 
a toddler we moved to Oakmont, 
Pa. I grew up with two sisters. 
I worked a few small jobs after 
school hours and on weekends 
before graduating from Oakmont 
High School. One I enjoyed most 
was as cashier at both the Lehigh 
and Oaks theaters.

“After graduating, I applied at an 
employment agency in Pittsburgh 

and was hired by Hartford Steam 
Boiler Inspection & Insurance Co. 
My first check was $50 a month 
– I thought I was rich! After a few 
years I started with Calgon in 
Pittsburgh, then went to their of-
fice in Robinson Twp., Pa., until I 
married in 1952. 

“My husband, Edward “Pay-
day,” was also a member of Lodge 
6. We had two children, Evonne 
and James. Thanks to them, we 
have five grandchildren and nine 
great-grandchildren. Ed never saw 
any of his great-grandchildren as 
he passed away in 2001.

“I used to enjoy bowling at the 
Sygan Lodge, but life now is do-
ing yard work, grass cutting, snow 
removal – all that nice stuff. I’m 
in good health, so I enjoy it. Next 
year may be different...”

Sis. JeAN VeNeSKI
Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6

McDonald, PA

• Sis. mARIe B. (Peternell) 
hOuTh, a 70-year member of 
SNPJ Lodge 87 in Herminie, Pa., 
was recognized by the Society for 
her many years of membership. 
She writes:

“Thank you so much for the 
70-year SNPJ blanket. It is perfect 
for sitting outside for Steelers 
tailgating parties on these crisp 
fall days!

“I am a lifelong member of 
Lodge 87, and previously Circle 
52, in Herminie. I followed in 
my parents’ footsteps and have 
always been actively involved 
with helping out on the cleaning 

crew and working in the kitchen 
for weddings and parties held at 
our club.

“When I was a child, my parents, 
Jacob Peternell and Frances 
Zgonc Peternell, were officers and 
treasurer at the original Slovenian 
“Granish” Hall, as it was called 
in those days, located in the 
Dutchtown Road area of Herminie. 
My mother and I would walk from 
our home out to the old hall, and 
I helped her clean and sweep the 
hall in the morning after many 
polka dances. The old hall is still 
there in its original location, but is 
in crumbling condition and hard 
to find as many trees and weeds 
have covered it over the years.

“As an adult, I enjoyed attending 
and working many jam sessions, 
polka dances and fish fries on 
weekends with my husband, Nick 
Houth; my sister and her husband, 
Ann and Al Lazar; and my brother, 
Jack Peternell; all of whom have 
passed from this life.

“I continued to clean and work 
the kitchen at the new Slovenian 
Crystal Ballroom in Herminie, as a 
member of the club and also as an 
employee of Foodarama Catering 
since 1990. I also served as the 
Lodge 87 recording secretary for 
many years until my retirement in 
2015. Sadly, I learned that the new 
hall has recently closed.

“Since my retirement, I have 
moved away from Herminie and 
split my time living in both Pittsburgh 
and Springfield, Va., with my 
daughters, Karen DeAugustino 

and Diana Stebick, and my now 
grown-up grandchildren, Nicole 
and Mickey Stebick . I enjoy getting 
together with my old friends in 
Herminie as often as possible and 
visiting with my niece and nephew, 
Alana  and Alan Lazar, as often as 
possible. We have many cousins 
still living in Slovenia who they 
keep in touch with and who have 
visited us here and there.

“I look forward to receiving 
PROSVETA and particularly 
enjoy the crossword puzzles. My 
family and I plan to keep up our 
memberships in the SNPJ and 
look forward to many more years.”

Sis. mARIe B. (Peternell) hOuTh
Herminie, Pa., Lodge 87

Springfield, Va.

celebrating
your SNPJ
anniversary?

If you would like to share 
your 50-, 60-, 70-, or 
80-year biography with 
PROSVETA, be sure to 
address your material to 
SNPJ National President 
Joseph C. Evanish at 247 
West Allegheny Rd., Im-
perial, PA 15126; or send 
an e-mail to prosveta@
snpj.com.
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men’s Individual: members
Name Lodge  Score Prize
*Dave Belfiore 138 74 $95
*Ed Caggiano 770 74 $95
**Chris Cadez 138 63 $95
Ed Galicic 138 69 $45
John Pierog 776 70  $38
Dave Sankovich 770 70  $38
Charlie Emelko 776 70  $38
Vince Braddock Jr. 138 70  $38
Joe Evanish 106 70  $38 
Daren Fetcko 138 71  $24
Ron Tkach 138 71  $24
Justin Volpe 564 71  $24
Robert Copich 643 71  $24
Bill Lowe 138 72  $20
Denny Brand 6 72  $20
John Wagner 138 72  $20
Robbie Rockwell 138 72  $20
Don Prejsnar 770 73 $16
Tom Vehar 138 73  $16

men’s Team event
Name Lodge  Score Prize
*Ed Caggiano 770 323 $132
Dave Sankovich 770  
Lou Presnar 770  
Don Prejsnar 770  
**Robbie Rockwell 138 283 $132
Jeremy Cadez 138  
Chris Cadez 138  
Justin Volpe 564  
Daren Fetcko 138 297 $100
Ed Galicic 138   
Mike Almasy 138  
Cory Ward 138  
Bill Copich 643 300 $68
John Copich 643  
Robert Copich 643  
Michael Copich 643  
Ron Tkach 138 300 $68
Shawn Sutton 138  
Dave Belfiore 138  
Jeff Cadez 138  
Kevin Richards 106 302 $64
Ken Pintar 6  
Tom Carroll 6  
John Pierog 776  
Joe Evanish 106 305 $60
Jamie Evanish 715  
Denny Brand Sr. 6  
Glenn Spoharski 6

Women’s Individual
Name Lodge  Score Prize
*Cathy Fisher 138 91  $42
*Sara Taylor 138 91  $42
**Laurie Cadez 138 65  $42

men’s Individual: guests
Name  Score Prize
**Jeff Olander  75 $28

*Indicates Actual Champion
**Indicates Net Champion

Peoria Holes Selected: Front – 4, 5, 8
 Back – 11, 14, 17

2019 National Golf Results

men’s Division
Team Lodge Prize
Good Sports 564  $160
8 Balls 6/158/715  $120
Court Jesters 6/138/142  $100
Ross’s Team 6/576  $76
Red Bow Rollers 106/715/770/782  $60
No Deposit/No Return 138  $60

Women’s Division
Team Lodge Prize
Dolls with Balls 158/564/715 $128
Brand Bombers 6 $104
Team Almost 6/715/782 $80
Four J’s 106/715/782 $72

2019 National Balina Results

men’s/Co-ed Division
(Place)/Team Lodge Prize
(1) Josh Randolph/Brad Stroth 715/576 $155
(2) Dave Belfiore/Shawn Sutton 138 $115
(3) Jason Cadez/John Wagner 138 $80
(4) Jim Cadez/Jake Cadez 138 $70
(5) Eric Valencic/Chris Cadez 138 $53
(5) Marty Blake/David Weir 6 $53
(7) Ron Tkach/Daren Fetcko 138 $40
(7) Evan Lorenzato/Nick Verch 6/158 $40
(9) Bill Lowe/Jason Lowe 138 $30
(9) John Baselj/Greg Curl 6 $30
(9) J. Petukauskas/R. Rockwell 33/138 $30

Women’s Division
(Place)/Team Lodge Prize
(1) Liz Smrdel/Jan Smrdel 158 $60
(2) K. Skovenski/M. Skovenski 158 $40
(3) Rachel Elam/Nicole Elam 158 $20

2019 National Beanbag Toss Results

by JOE VALENCIC (5)
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame

CLEVELAND — The Cleveland-
Style polka sound has delighted 
fans for a century. Enjoy the hits 
of every polka legend as Fred Zi-
wich and his International Sound 
Machine present a musical tribute 
hosted by the National Cleveland-
Style Polka Hall of Fame. 

It’s the fourth annual Harvest 

Ball, scheduled Friday, Oct. 18, 
at the American Croatian Lodge 
Ballroom in Eastlake, Ohio. You’ll 
dance to the top tunes of the Vad-
nals, Johnny Pecon, Eddie Habat, 
Kenny Bass, Frank Yankovic and 
others.

The Dubrovnik Gardens Res-
taurant will offer dinners, sand-
wiches and desserts to order from 
5 to 8 p.m. Dance all evening from 

6 to 11 p.m. Polka Hall of Fame 
Trustee Sharon Staiduhar will 
give you the chance to go home 
a winner with her Raffle Basket 
Gallery, a Harvest Ball feature. 
Reserve tables by phoning (440) 
679-1420. 

The Croatian Lodge is located 
on Lake Shore Boulevard at Route 
91-Som Center Road in Eastlake. 
Dance tickets are $10 in advance 

or $12 the day of the event.
Order tickets from the Polka 

Hall of Fame by phoning (216) 
261-3263, or stop by 605 East 
222nd St. in Euclid, Ohio, next 
to Euclid City Hall. The Polka 
Hall of Fame is open Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m. Visit 
the Polka Hall of Fame online at 
PolkaShop@aol.com.

Polka Hall of Fame Harvest Ball presents musical tribute

2019 NATIONAL SNPJ DAYS
FROM PAGE 1 

The women’s division of the 2019 
SNPJ National Balina Tournament 
was also played on Saturday. Con-
gratulations to Dolls with Balls, which 
consists of Patti Evanish (715), Ashley 
Brately (158), Lori Kiefer (158) and 
Juli Bosek (564), for winning this 
year’s title.

Many thanks to SNPJ National 
Secretary Karen Pintar (6) for making 
sure everything ran smoothly and for 
timing the games. My thanks as well 
to Peggy Cushman (138), Dave Cush-
man (138), Ken Pintar (6), Dan Bosek 
(564), Jack Zaman (142), Rowland 
Hudson (564), Brian Spieler (782), 
Ross Snow (6) and Julie Rockwell 
(138) for timing during all of the games 
throughout the weekend and keeping 
the courts swept. These people were 
extremely helpful on both days of this 
tournament.

The men’s division of the 2019 
National Balina Tournament started 
Sunday morning. Congratulations 
to Good Sports, which consists of 
Ermando Volpe (564), John Volpe 
(564), Dan Bosek (564) and Rowland 
Hudson (564), for winning the title 
this year.

The competitions continued into 
Sunday afternoon as the 2019 SNPJ 
National Beanbag Toss Tournament 
got underway at 3 p.m. Congratula-
tions to the duo of Josh Randolph (715) 
and Brad Stroth (576) for winning 
the men’s/co-ed division, and to Jan 
and Liz Smrdel (158) who won the 
women's division. 

A big thank you to SNPJ District 1 
Athletic Director John Wagner (138) 
and District 2 Athletic Director John 
Baselj (6) for running this tournament. 
Great job, guys!

The fun continued into the evening 
as we were entertained by the music 
of the Joe Grkman Orchestra and 
Polka Classics at the National SNPJ 
Day picnic. 

It was great to see Miss SNPJ 2020 
Daniella Volpe (158) in attendance. 
I hope you had a chance to say hello 
and meet this wonderful young lady. 
She’s already been quite busy at-
tending many events and picnics in 
the months following her crowning. 
She’s doing a great job!

Again, thanks to everyone for tak-
ing part in the celebration of National 
SNPJ Days. We have such a beauti-
ful SNPJ Recreation Center, and it 
is nice to see our members enjoying 
the facility. I’ll see you at a fraternal 
event soon...

Rec Center 
closes out the 
busy summer 
with National 
SNPJ Days 

by KEVIN RICHARDS
Lodge 106

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Greetings 
from Imperial Lodge 106! We play 
bar bingo on the first and third 
Thursdays of the month. Special 
early bird games start at 6:30 p.m., 
the first regular game starts at 7, 
and we will play until around 9 
p.m. The SNPJ Lodge 106 kitchen 
is open during bar bingo. 

Stop by the club on the first 
Tuesday of each month to see bar-
tender Shari and enjoy an evening 
of free jukebox.

A group of SNPJ Lodge 106 
members paid a visit to the SNPJ 
Recreation Center the weekend 
of Aug. 16-18 for our inaugural 
Lodge 106 Get-Away Weekend. 
We had a blast! Our very own ka-
raoke DJs, Ron and Pam Zadrozny, 
ran the karaoke on Friday evening 
in the Gostilna, then the fun con-
tinued into Saturday, leading up to 
our picnic dinner in the afternoon.

Thanks for enjoying the beau-
tiful SNPJ Recreation Center 

grounds with other Lodge 106 
members. We have penciled in 
Aug. 14-16 for next year’s Lodge 
106 Get-Away Weekend; mark 
your calendars now.

The very first SNPJ Lodge 106 
flea market was held Saturday, 
Sept. 14, in our parking lot and was 
a huge success. Plans are already in 
the works for flea markets on the 
schedule for next summer.

The final car cruise of the 
season, the Black and Gold Car 
Cruise, was held the following 
day, on Sept. 15. It is so great to 
open up our parking lot to these 
classic cars and bikes, along with 
the club to the community, to 
showcase what SNPJ Lodge 106 
membership has to offer. 

Come to the club on Sunday, 
Oct. 13, at 2 p.m. to enter the euchre 
tournament. The entry fee is $10 
per person; a buffet meal will be 
available for purchase. The euchre 
tournaments will continue every 
other Sunday throughout the fall 
and winter.

Another “Seems Like Old 
Times” dance has been scheduled 
in the Imperial Room at SNPJ 
Lodge 106 for Sunday, Oct. 13, 
from 7 to 10 p.m. The SNPJ 
Lodge 106 kitchen will open at 
5 p.m., offering a buffet meal for 
$12 per person. Admission is $8 
at the door.

Enjoy sounds of the Wally 
Merriman Group for this ballroom-
style dance as we celebrate the 
music of America’s Greatest 
Generation.

SNPJ Lodge 106 will once 
again host the SNPJ Fall Classic 
Bowling Tournament the weekend 
of Oct. 19-20. Bowling will take 
place at Paradise Lanes in Neville 
Island, Pa., starting at 11:15 a.m. 
on both days. All social activities 
are planned at SNPJ Lodge 106 
in Imperial. 

Be sure to come to the SNPJ 
Lodge 106 Clubroom on Saturday, 
Oct. 19, from 7 to 11 p.m. to enjoy 
the music of Cool Change. The 
Lodge 106 kitchen will be open.

The SNPJ Lodge 106 adult 
Halloween party is scheduled 
Saturday, Oct. 26, in the clubroom 
starting at 7 p.m. This will be a 
Let’s Make A Deal party, so come 
in costume to play the game and 
win some terrific prizes.

The SNPJ Lodge 106 children’s 
Halloween party will be held the 
following day, Sunday, Oct. 27, in 
the Imperial Room at SNPJ Lodge 
106 from 1 to 3 p.m. Food, games 
and music are on the party agenda.

Would you like to receive pe-
riodic e-mails from SNPJ Lodge 
106 concerning upcoming events 
and important announcements? If 
so, send an e-mail to snpj106@
gmail.com and we’ll put you on 
our e-mail list.

Be sure to keep track of all the 
activities we have going on at SNPJ 
Lodge 106 by visiting the “Upcom-
ing Events” page on our website, 
www.snpjimperialpa.com. Check 
out SNPJ Lodge 106 and the Impe-
rial Room at SNPJ Lodge 106 on 
Facebook and “like” us.

Fall Classic, Halloween fun on Lodge 106 fall schedule

by LEE JACKOPIN
Lodge 355 Secretary/Treasurer

FAIRPORT HARBOR, Ohio 
— SNPJ hosted another success-
ful Slovenian Heritage Night 
on Aug. 26 as the Lake County 
Captains (a Cleveland Indians 
affiliate) played the Dayton 
Dragons (a Cincinnati Reds 
affiliate).

The evening opened with 
polkas and dancing on the mez-
zanine. Our SNPJ group had 
wonderful seats behind home 
plate, and my handicap seat on 
the mezzanine was located next 
to the special seat honoring the 
American POW-MIAs with a 
metal plaque that reads “You 
are not forgotten.”

About a dozen SNPJ digni-
taries, officers and members 
each threw out the ceremonial 
first pitch, which was followed 
by the singing of the Slove-

nian and American national 
anthems.

The ballgame started with 
Captains home runs in each of 
the first three innings, including 
a grand slam in the second in-
ning. The Captains also scored 
four runs in the eighth inning 
and won, 13-2.

There was a very slight 
drizzle throughout much of the 
game, but no one left. There 
were all kinds of enjoyable and 
fun activities between innings, 
provided by SNPJ, and the Cap-
tains mascots and personnel.  
For example, SNPJ sponsored 
a polka dance contest between 
innings, and a featured SNPJ 
group sang “Take Me Out to the 
Ballgame” during the seventh 
inning stretch.

On the outside mezzanine, a 
free T-shirt was distributed by 
SNPJ Region 3 Vice President 

Don Srnick to all of the Lodges. 
The shirts had Monreal Srnick 
Funeral Home and the Captains 
names on the front, and “Slove-
nian Heritage Night hosted by 
SNPJ” and the flag of Slovenia 
on the back. Hvala lepa!

This was a special “Buck 
Night” for hot dogs and bever-
ages, and both always taste better 
at a ballgame.

The SNPJ Slovenian Heritage 
Night at the Captains game tra-
dition started in 2006.  Fairport 
Lodge 355 members are proud 
to have attended all of them, and 
we extend a hearty thank you to 
all who have worked to make 
this wonderful and worthwhile 
activity a success as a promotion 
of our Slovenian heritage.  

We enjoyed the game, all the 
Slovenian activities and the ca-
maraderie, and we look forward 
to next year!

Slovenian Heritage Night game always
a big hit among Lodge 355 members

Fairport Harbor, Ohio, Lodge 355 members were among the many SNPJ baseball fans in 
attendance during the SNPJ Slovenian Heritage Night ballgame played Aug. 26. This Regional 
Fraternal Activity was hosted by SNPJ Region 3 Vice President Don Srnick.

ugLY DuCKLINg
FROM PAGE 1 

The Sevnica Castle Puppet 
Theatre is based in the castle 
of Sevnica, Slovenia, where it 
maintains a theater hall and an 
educational salon filled with 
puppets, ranging in size from 
finger puppets to full-body 
puppets. 

Their shows are primarily 
aimed at children, but they also 
appeal to adults. The shows are 
educational, dynamic, interac-
tive and realistic, and the visual 
and technological design of their 
large puppets follows classic 

puppeteering principles. 
In addition to producing 

its own shows, the group ad-
vises and mentors other puppet 
groups, and organizes work-
shops for children and adults in 
Slovenia and abroad. 

The ensemble of six to eight 
actors has performed at festivals 
around Europe, and over the past 
decade has been in charge of 
the international Castle Puppet 
Festival, working closely with 
Czech puppet groups. 

Hans Christian Andersen’s 
story “The Ugly Duckling” deals 
with themes of vulnerability, 

marginalization and abandon-
ment of children going through 
growing pains who are able to 
find the persistence and courage 
to build themselves into good, 
responsible and fulfilled indi-
viduals. This journey is often 
fraught with disappointment 
and opposition, but is eventually 
rewarded with self-knowledge 
and happiness: one day the ugly 
duckling will see its image in 
the mirror and discover the joy 
of being true to oneself.

We look forward to welcom-
ing this group to SNPJ Lodge 
138 in Strabane.

Slovenian puppets will bring The Ugly 
Duckling to life at Strabane Lodge 138
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Sis. emilie J. Campbell
• Lodge 449 •

CICERO, Ill. — The Camp-
bell family and the members 
of Lodge 449 sadly announce 
the June 20, 2019, passing of 
Sis. Emilie J. Campbell, 92, 
in the leafy Chicago suburb 
of Arlington Heights, Ill. She 
was a 73-year SNPJ member.

Sis. Campbell was born 
Sept. 26, 1927, in Traunik, 
Mich., the youngest of four 
children born to Joseph and 
Mary (nee Sterle) Knaus who 
came to America from Yugo-
slavia.

Emilie’s brother Albin, the 
oldest sibling, died in Italy dur-
ing WWII while Emilie was a 
teenager back on the farm in 
Traunik. “Milka” remained 
close with her older sisters, 
Mary and Jo, especially in later 
years during the holidays and 
family get-togethers.

Emilie spoke highly and 
often of her elementary school 
teachers, Mr. and Mrs. Kehoe, 
who gave her a lifelong ap-
preciation of poetry, proper 
handwriting, hard work and 
good manners. After graduat-
ing from Eben High School, 
Emilie worked and attended 
cosmetology school in Wauke-
gan, Ill., yet kept in touch with 
a young man back home, her fu-
ture husband William J. “Bill” 
Campbell of Melstrand, Mich.

Emilie and Bill were mar-
ried Dec. 9, 1950. Together 
they raised seven children 
during their 53-year marriage, 
five daughters and two sons. 
With their strong wills that 
saw them through good times 
and bad, Emilie and Bill were 
especially proud to see all of 
their children graduate from 
college. Bill preceded Emilie 
in death in 2003.

Bill’s sales career with 
AFLAC led the family to North 
Carolina for a time, but his ad-
vancement within the company 
brought the couple and the 
children back to Michigan in 
1971, where they settled in East 
Lansing. Bill and Emilie also 
enjoyed visiting with family at 
their winter home in St. Pete 
Beach, Fla., and taking long 
walks along the beach. 

Emilie was a devout Catho-
lic and a member of St. Rita 
Parish in Trenary, Mich., and 
St. Thomas Aquinas in East 
Lansing. She thoroughly en-
joyed Michigan State hockey 
games and polka dancing 
with her grandchildren at the 
Traunik Town Hall.

Emilie always embraced 
cooking big Thanksgiving 
and Christmas dinners for the 
entire family. These occasions 
allowed her to share traditional 
Slovenian recipes with her 
children, comfort foods like 
potica, goulash and zganci.  

Emilie also a had an excel-

lent fashion sense, and solid 
design and sewing skills. She 
would remind us that her father 
Joe apprenticed as a tailor 
in Europe and taught her the 
tricks of the trade.  Using these 
talents, Emilie created stylish 
dresses, and ballet and ice skat-
ing outfits for her daughters.  

Emilie was a notorious 
night owl who spent many 
evenings solving crossword 
puzzles, drawing rabbits and 
carrots in the margins of her 
newspaper, and waiting up for 
her kids. She would hold these 
late night vigils at the kitchen 
table with a cup of hot cocoa 
in hand. 

Sis. Campbell is survived 
by her children, Albin (Penny) 
Campbell, Paulette Campbell, 
Marla (Kurt) Richards, Lisa 
(John) Wethern, Scott (Al-
ice) Campbell, Jessica (Joel) 
Streightiff and Mary (Edward) 
Hoffman; 16 grandchildren, 
and four great-grandchildren.

A funeral Mass was cel-
ebrated for Sis. Campbell on 
July 13 at St. Rita Church, 
Trenary. Interment followed 
in Mathias Twp. Cemetery, 
Trenary.

The family suggests memo-
rials or donations in Emilie’s 
name to St. Rita Parish in 
Trenary.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 449 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Campbell’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss. 

Bro. edward F. Skvarch
• Lodge 87 •

HERMINIE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 87 sadly 
report the June 22, 2019, pass-
ing of Bro. Edward F. Skvarch, 
79, of Latrobe, Pa., at Latrobe 
Hospital after a long battle 
with cancer.  

Bro. Skvarch was born 
April 4, 1940, in Bobtown, Pa., 
the son of the late Edward and 
Mary Gashie Skvarch.  Raised 
in Bobtown, he was the first 
Boy Scout from Bobtown to 
become an Eagle Scout. 

Ed attended West Virginia 
University and graduated with 
a bachelor’s degree in business 
administration. He was a vet-
eran of the U.S. Army, serving 
in Berlin, Germany. In addition 
to his SNPJ membership, he 
was a life member of Veterans 
of Foreign Wars.  

He was retired from the 
Florence Mining Co. of New 
Florence, Pa., where he had 
worked as manager of safety.  
He was president of three mine 
rescue teams, and was a past 
president of the Bituminous 
Coal Safety Association. He 
later worked as a federal mine 
inspector for MSHA.  

Bro. Skvarch  had close ties 

to his Slovenian heritage and 
enjoyed playing the button box 
accordion with his daughter 
Lori. 

He is survived, and will be 
greatly missed, by his wife, 
Carol Messenger Skvarch; his 
daughter, Lori Skvarch; and his 
dog, Sophie.  

Graveside services for Bro. 
Skvarch were held July 10 at 
Evergreen Memorial Park, 
Point Marion, Pa., officiated by 
Rev. Fr. Francis Frazier.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 87 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Skvarch’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. Paul J. Turk
• Lodge 87 •

HERMINIE, Pa. — The Turk 
family and the members of 
Lodge 87 sadly announce the 
June 28, 2019, passing of Bro. 
Paul J. Turk, 91, of Lima, N.Y.

Bro. Turk was born Sept. 17, 
1927, in Trafford, Pa., the son 
of John S. Turk and Valerie F. 
Stroyan Turk. He graduated 
from Irwin (Pa.) High School 
in 1945 and served in the 
U.S. Army for two years. He 
furthered his education at the 
Art Institute of Pittsburgh and 
was employed with PINCO 
Insulator in Lima for 33 years.

On Nov. 24, 1946, he mar-
ried Hildegarde Werner of 
Lima. They lived in Lima and 
raised two daughters, Christine 
Frances, born in 1956, and Lisa 
Ann, born in 1957.

Funeral services for Bro. 
Turk were held July 7 at Avon 
Presbyterian Church, Avon, 
N.Y.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 87 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Turk’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. William J. Petrovic
• Lodge 576 •

CLEVELAND — The mem-
bers of Lodge 576 sadly report 
the June 28, 2019, passing of 
Bro. William J. Petrovic, 96, at 
his home in Beachwood, Ohio. 

Bro. Petrovic was born 
March 5, 1923, in Willoughby, 
Ohio, the son of Thomas and 
Mary Jernejcic Petrovic. Bill 
grew up in Willoughby and 
graduated from Willoughby 
High School in 1941. After 
high school he attended Ohio 
University in Athens, Ohio, 
where he began working on a 
civil engineering degree. 

In May 1943 he inter-
rupted his college studies to 
enlist in the Army, where he 
served for two years with the 
372nd Engineering Regiment 

and was the recipient of the 
European Service Medal, the 
Good Conduct Medal and the 
Bronze Service Star. He was 
discharged in November of 
1945, having achieved the rank 
of staff sergeant. 

In 1946 he returned to Ohio 
University and completed his 
civil engineering degree. He 
went on to work for Cadillac 
Glass Company in Cleveland 
for 40 years, retiring in 1991. 

Bill married the former 
Margaret “Peg” Redlin in 
1949 in University Heights, 
Ohio, the two having met at 
Ohio University. They were 
happily married for 67 years 
before Peg’s passing in Febru-
ary 2017. 

In addition to 70 years of 
SNPJ membership, he was also 
a member of Gesu Parish and 
the Slovenian National Home. 
He enjoyed the outdoors and 
was the Scoutmaster at Gesu 
Church for 10 years. He also 
volunteered at the Cleveland 
Playhouse and was a docent 
at Lakeview Cemetery in 
Cleveland. 

He is survived by his son, 
William (Kathy) Petrovic; 
daughters Johanna Curson, 
Mary (Dave) Bronza, Gretch-
en Calabrese and Kristina 
Jeswald; eight grandchildren; 
his sister, Marie Thielman of 
Wickliffe, Ohio; and several  
nieces and nephews.

A memorial service for 
Bro. Petrovic was held July 
11 at Gesu Church, Univer-
sity Heights, Ohio. Burial fol-
lowed in Lakeview Cemetery, 
Cleveland.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 576 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Petrovic’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Donna J. Slatner
• Lodge 2 •

LA SALLE, Ill. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 2 sadly report the 
July 25, 2019, passing of Sis. 
Donna J. Slatner, 86, of Peru, 
Ill., at Manor Court, Peru. 

Sis. Slatner was born Oct. 
3, 1932, in Oglesby, Ill., a 
daughter of the late Frank and 
Victoria (Gorisek) Hobneck. 
She married Alfred C. Slatner 
on July 10, 1954, in Holy Fam-
ily Church, Oglesby.

Donna was employed by the 
Starved Rock Lodge Dining 
Room for 13 years. She enjoyed 
being a housewife and mother. 
In her early years, dancing was 
her top priority. This included 
dancing at the Grand Ole 
Opry in Chicago with notables 
Charlie McCarthy and Bob 
McGrath. 

Her family and friends 
meant the world to her. She 
loved planting flowers, deco-

rating for the holidays, and 
was an avid bridge player. Her 
greatest passion was making 
memories with her grand-
daughters.

In addition to 52 years of 
SNPJ membership, she was 
also a member of Slovenian 
Union of America. 

She is survived by two 
daughters, Mary Kaye (Larry) 
Happ of La Salle and Sally 
Jo (Simon) Kampwerth Jr. of 
Peru; two granddaughters, 
Josie and Avary Kampwerth; 
and several nieces and neph-

ews. She was preceded in death 
by her husband in 2014, and by 
a brother and a sister.

A funeral Mass was cel-
ebrated for Sis. Slatner on July 
31 in St. Hyacinth Church, La 
Salle, officiated by Fr. Paul 
Carlson. Burial followed in 
Valley Memorial Park, Spring 
Valley, Ill.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 2 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Slatner’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

In Loving Memory

you are always in our hearts...
Sophie & Tony Kren

 In Memory of Frank Mavrich
who passed away two years ago on Oct. 18, 2017

We love you & miss you very much
Amy, Katie, Jimmy, Jimmy, Rich & Emily

KAReN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO

DeAThS RePORTeD
For the month of August 2019
   DATe OF
LODge NAme DeATh CITY-STATE
 FD4 Kimberly A. Dalmas 02-17-2019 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 2 Donna J. Slatner 07-25-2019 Peru, Ill.
 6 Louis W. Meassick 07-13-2019 Canonsburg, Pa.
 6 John E. Popichak 03-16-2019 Morgan, Pa.
 6 Sara C. Striner 08-06-2019 Leesburg, Va.
 6 Jerry L. Bockstoce 02-24-2019 Washington, Pa.
 33 Christina J. Eliou 02-17-2019 Ambridge, Pa.
 53 Kathleen E. Keidel 10-11-2018 Eastlake, Ohio
 53 Steven T. Puro 07-20-2019 Willowick, Ohio
 87 Paul Turk 06-28-2019 Lima, N.Y.
 87 Edward F. Skvarch 06-22-2019 Latrobe, Pa.
 106 Frances Hennig 04-26-2018 Rego Park, N.Y.
 106 Margaret Adamowski 12-13-2011 Moon Twp., Pa.
 106 Robert H. Blosnick 06-30-2019 Bridgeville, Pa.
 106 Emery Colussy 03-01-2019 Clinton, Pa.
 138 Ronald J. Caskey 08-02-2019 Washington, Pa.
 158 Henry R. Kapel 07-31-2019 Fairport Harbor, Ohio
 216 Virginia C. Povse 06-05-2019 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 223 Lorraine M. Enlow 07-10-2019 Greensburg, Pa.
 223 Betty H. Prince 02-21-2017 Greensburg, Pa.
 254 Dorothy A. Marhefka 01-17-2017 Johnstown, Pa.
 274 Alice M. McGinty 07-10-2019 St. Michael, Pa.
 274 Lydia Wechtenhiser 12-14-2017 Central City, Pa.
 274 Phyllis M. Miller 06-24-2019 Windber, Pa.
 476 Darlene L. Colburn 07-20-2019 Pataskala, Ohio
 559 Bruce W. Ristow 07-27-2019 Durango, Colo.
 562 Edward B. Shramek 08-04-2019 Bridgeport, Ohio
 577 Michele L. Brucoli-Laney 08-08-2019 Golden, Colo.
 584 Sarah J. Smiljanich 07-10-2019 Wakefield, Mich.
 584 Joe Debelak 07-04-2019 Mequon, Wis.
 584 Meta E. Lovrek 07-12-2019 Franksville, Wis.
 604 Martin M. Chick 08-03-2019 Painesville, Ohio
 604 Mildred Zimmerman 07-31-2019 Vero Beach, Fla.
 643 Robert D. Delak 08-01-2019 Chisholm, Minn.
 665 Christine Stamper 07-10-2019 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 715 Frank James Furko 06-19-2019 Oakmont, Pa.
 715 Jack E. McGuire 09-14-2015 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 723 Anna Marie Marinch 07-10-2018 Las Vegas, Nev.
 745 Veronica D. Poderzay 03-31-2012 Fair Oaks, Calif.
 749 Nancy L. Vettori 07-22-2019 Johnstown, Pa.
 771 Dorothy Helvak 05-22-2019 Poland, Ohio
 776 Betty J. Setinsek 08-04-2019 North Lima, Ohio
 782 Robert Martinjak 08-08-1982 West Linn, Ore.

SNPJ Crossword
BACK TO SCHOOL (#0919) solution
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The SNPJ Farm
2019 Dance Schedule

Oct. 6 Pancake & Sausage Polka Brunch 10 to 1
  Kathy Hlad

Gates open at 1 p.m. Dinners served every Sunday 
starting at 2 p.m. Sunday music and dancing from 3 to 
7 p.m. Sunday picnic admission is $8 per person. Rent 
the SNPJ Farm for your special functions. For additional 
information visit www.snpjfarmkirtland.com.

SNPJ Farm, 10946 heath Road, Kirtland, Ohio
off Chardon Road (Route 6), three miles east of Route 306
For information phone (440) 256-3423 or (440) 461-6476

1.

2.

3.

4.

Highest
Average
2018-19

Lodge
No.

Four-Person Team Event
Entry fee $60 per team

Sunday Only

Submit bowlers’ names by position in lineup

2019 SNPJ Fall Classic Bowling Tournament
October 19-20, 2019

Team name _____________________________________
Team captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

The entry fee in each event is $15 per bowler, $6.50 of which shall be used for prizes 
and $8.50 for bowling. An extra $5 is charged to all who desire to compete for 
handicap all-events prizes. The Slovene National Benefit Society adds $6 per 

member to each prize fund except all-events.

Return form, along with fees of $15 per person, per event, to:
Slovene National Benefit Society

Att’n. Kevin Richards
247 West Allegheny Rd, Imperial, PA 15126

Phone: 1-800-843-7675

Make checks payable to SNPJ
THE ENTRY DEADLINE IS OCTOBER 1, 2019

The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament rules are 
available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department, 247 West Allegheny 
Road, Imperial, PA 15126. Rules are also available online at www.snpj.org.

hosted by Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 at

Paradise Island Bowl
7601 Grand Ave.

Neville Island, PA 15225
Phone: (412) 264-6570

www.paradiseislandbowl.com

1.

2.

1.

2.

All-Events
$5 per 
person

YES/NO

Highest 
Average
2018-19

Lodge
  No.

Doubles & Singles 
Entry fee $30 per person

Saturday Only

Doubles & Singles Events
Saturday, Oct. 19, 11:15 a.m.

Team Event 
Sunday, Oct. 20, 11:15 a.m.
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SNPJ Scholarship Fund Donations
for the months of April-August 2019
Detroit SNPJ Athletic League ................$1,480.22
 In memory of deceased members
SNPJ Lodge 584, Milwaukee ....................... $240
 In memory of 2018 deceased members of
 Badger Lodge 584
Frank J. Markelc (584), Milwaukee ............... $100
Samuel Scacciferro, La Salle, Ill. ............... $98.44
 In memory of Amelia Scacciferro (2)

Mike & Karen Watt (665), Pittsburg, Texas .... $50
 In memory of Anthony & Albina (Erzen) Sadar

Mary Lou Vidergar (723), San Mateo, Calif. ... $50
 In memory of Emilie Nichols (723)

SNPJ Lodge 31, Sharon, Pa. ......................... $40
 In memory of Frances Molchan (31)

Michael J. Fleishhacker (8), Chicago ............. $30

Margaret J. Striner (138), Canonsburg, Pa. .... $25
 In memory of Marge Oravec (138)
Pauline E. Barbish (53), Willowick, Ohio ........ $25
 In memory of Mary Urbancic
SNPJ Lodge 265, Southview, Pa. .................. $10
 In memory of Joseph Kenec
Pauline E. Barbish (53), Willowick, Ohio ........ $10
 In memory of James Slapnik (576)

by ROSE MARIE JISA (643)
Slovenian Genealogy Society Intl.

CLEVELAND — In July, 
John Kirn, treasurer of the 
Slovenian Genealogy Society 
International, Inc., accepted a 
$5,000 donation  from Pauline 
Barbish, president of SNPJ V 
Boj Lodge 53 in Cleveland. 

Over the years, the Lodge 
had purchased stock in the 
Slovenian Home on Waterloo 
Road. The home was sold 
recently and proceeds were 
distributed to shareholders. 
When Lodge 53 received 
these monies, they learned 

they could make donations to 
Slovenian organizations that 
had 501c(3) charitable status 
from the Internal Revenue 
Service.

Thanks to the Lodge’s 
foresight, SGSI was the re-
cipient of a generous donation 
that will be used to further 
the SGSI mission – to as-
sist fellow Slovenians who 
are researching their family 
ancestry.

SGSI board members 
and three Lodge 53 officers 
attended the check presenta-
tion.

[From left] ROSe mARIe JISA (643), PAT gRuDeN (53), 
John Kirn, Lodge 53 President PAuLINe BARBISh, Lodge 
53 Secretary mARThA megLICh, and Christine Panchur 
during the July Lodge 53 check presentation to the Slovenian 
Genealogy Society International, Inc. (SGSI).

Lodge 53 helping with 
SGSI ancestry mission

by JOE VALENCIC (5)
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame

KIRTLAND, Ohio — At 
the 16th annual Slove-
nian Sausage Festival, 
Azman Quality Meats of 
Euclid, Ohio, earned the 
rare honor of winning both 
the Best of Fest Jury Award 
and the People’s Choice 
Award. Raddell’s Sausage 
Shop, from Cleveland’s 
Collinwood neighborhood, 
scored runner-up in both 
categories. The event was 
held Sept. 11, hosted by the 
National Cleveland-Style 
Polka Hall of Fame at the 
SNPJ Farm in Kirtland.

More than 1,300 hungry 
music lovers enjoyed eight 
hours of polka music and 
savory sausages. Fifty mu-
sicians and accordionists, 
including Canada’s Polka 
King Walter Ostanek, vol-

2019 PHOF Sausage Fest crowns a dual champion
unteered their services for the 
Polka Hall of Fame fund-raiser.

Bill Azman, proprietor 
of Azman Quality Meat, is 
a third-generation sausage-
maker. When his grandfather 
first opened a butcher shop 95 
years ago, he used recipes he 
brought from Slovenia. 

As winner of the People’s 
Choice Award, Azman’s prize 
sausages will be served dur-
ing the Polka Hall of Fame’s 
three-day polka music festival, 
scheduled Thanksgiving week-
end, Nov. 28-30, at Cleveland’s 
Downtown Marriott Hotel.

The Slovenian sausage is 
made with pork, often accented 
with garlic, then cured and 
smoked. Nearly 2,000 sausages 
were purchased during the 
event. Jury members included 
Consul General of Slovenia 
Alenka Jerak and Miss SNPJ 
2020 Daniella Volpe, repre-

senting the Slovene National 
Benefit Society.

The National Cleveland-
Style Polka Hall of Fame 
museum is located at 605 E. 

222nd St. in Euclid, Ohio, in the 
city’s historic former city hall. 
For more information, visit the 
website, www.polkafame.com, 
or phone (216) 621-FAME.

Bill Azman (left) of Azman’s Quality Meats in Euclid, Ohio, 
accepts the People’s Choice banner at the 16th annual 
Slovenian Sausage Festival sponsored by the National 
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame. Azman’s sausages also 
won the Jury Prize. Pictured (left to right): Bill Azman, Consul 
General of Slovenia Alenka Jerak, marie Azman, Polka Hall 
of Fame President Joe Valencic, and Denny Bucar.

PROSVETA helps unite cousins for Slovenefest
by JERRY TROHA

Lodge 581 Secretary/Treasurer

ST. MARYS, Pa. — St. 
Marys Lodge 581 members 
spent three months research-
ing the Slovenians who lived 
on Curry Ave. in St. Marys. 
Many of these families were 
descendants of the Zore fam-
ily from the Mirna area in 
Slovenia.  

The Kren/Slack family, 
members of Girard, Ohio, 
Lodge 643 and descendants of 
Franc Zore from Mirna, read 
the article in PROSVETA and 
realized they were the cousins 
of Marcia Klancer Bleggi 
and other Zore families in St. 
Marys, also descendents of 
Franc Zore. Fred Slack made 
the connection and invited 
Marcia to the Kren reunion 
held during Slovenefest 2019. 
It was a great time for sharing 
pictures and stories. Thank 
you, PROSVETA, for bring-
ing us and our SNPJ Lodges 
together!

Lodge 581 is helping 
promote the 30-year anni-
versary of the North Central 
Pennsylvania Slovenian Polka 
Boosters. The anniversary cel-
ebration will be held Sunday, 
Oct. 13, at the Johnsonburg, 
Pa., fire hall from 2 to 6 p.m. 
featuring Squeezebox with 
Mollie B and Ted Lange.  

This event is open to the 
public, and food and legal 
beverages will be available for 
purchase. For tickets contact 
John Moore at (814) 837-

9218 or John Berne at (814) 
887-5396.

Several St. Marys Lodge 
581 members traveled to the 
SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, Ohio, 
for the 2019 Sausage Festival 
to sample some good, home-
made Slovenian sausage and 
enjoy some great polka music. 
We had the chance to meet 
several other SNPJ members, 
including Andy and Marge 
Arendas of Lowellville, Ohio; 

Ernie Blazic from Lodge 723 
in Fontana, Calif.; and Chuck 
Rote and Rob DeBlander from 
Melvindale, Mich., Lodge 
518.

The following Slovenian 
Polka Boosters and John 
Berne dances will be held 
from 2 to 5 p.m. (John Berne 
will serve meals at 1:30 p.m., 
the meal is included in the ad-
mission fee): Anthony Culkar 
Band at John Berne’s Maple 

Inn, Rt. 46 in Crosby, Pa., 
on Oct. 6; the North Central 
Pennsylvania Polka Boost-
ers anniversary celebration, 
Johnsonburg Pa., on Oct. 
13; the Rex Taneri Band at 
Wildwoods Bar and Grill, St. 
Marys, Pa., on Oct. 20; and 
the Rex Taneri Band at John 
Berne’s Halloween party on 
Oct. 27. For more information 
contact John Moore at (814) 
837-9218.

The Kren family reunion, held during Slovenefest 2019: [from left]  Larry Kren, Becky Slack 
Winschel, Teresa Slack, Fred Slack, Patty Kren harper, marcia Klancer Bleggi (581), 
Joe Kren and Anthony Kren.
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Important figures to consider...
29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

1-800-843-7675

If your coverage is over 5 years old
contact SNPJ for a policy review.

!

• Receive $10 for each valid referral submitted.
• Every valid referral earns the recommender
 one chance in the Quarterly Drawing for an
 opportunity to win $100.

By submitting one valid referral,
you have the opportunity to earn

a total of $110 in cash prizes!

Recommender Benefits

The SNPJ Recommender Program pro-
vides an opportunity for adult members 
to encourage family, friends, children and 
acquaintances to join the Slovene National 
Benefit Society and take advantage of SNPJ’s 
competitive products and numerous frater-
nal benefits. Not only will you be helping a 
friend and strengthening our Society, you’ll 
also be receiving benefits yourself.

I would like to introduce
_________________________________________

for SNPJ membership

Please contact: __________________________________________
 (Parent or guardian if under age 18)

Address: _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________

Phone: (             ) _________________________________________

Indicate Preferred Agent ___________________________________
 (Optional)

My Name: ______________________________________________

My Lodge Number: _______________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________

Phone: (             ) _________________________________________

e-mail __________________________________________________

Each individual must be informed that an agent will contact him/her and the referral
must have some interest in SNPJ in order for the recommender to be considered valid.

Complete this coupon and return to
Slovene National Benefit Society

Att’n: marketing Department
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA 15126

SNPJ Recommender Program

SNPJ membership Anniversaries 
October 2019

 Lodge member
 A01 Bethany A. Boyle
 A01 Dennis M. Melnick
 A02 Georgia L. Houston
 2 Ronald J. Maley
 2 Linda A. Burkemper
 6 Jean E. Gallagher
 6 Jean M. King
 6 Linda J. Likar
 6 Robert A. Goll
 6 Wayne R. Christoff
 8 Richard M. Paitl
 34 Ann M. Long
 41 Rosemary E. Horvat
 41 Betty A. Hazlett
 41 Louis K. Casagrande
 87 Margaret A. Wiltz
 87 June A. Barwiolek
 87 Michael August
 89 Isabelle L. Arnal
 89 John D. Bacu
 138 Franklin P. Liptak

 Lodge member
 138 George M. Elish
 138 Joyce A. Martincic
 142 Karen S. Penko
 158 Dorothy D. Dezelon
 174 Homer R. Stahl
 216 James J. Slosar
 216 Barbara A. Kupetz
 225 Kathleen U. Mackie
 245 Karen D. Aiello
 257 Leslie R. Luzar
 371 Gary A. Padavich
 476 Joseph H. Seck
 559 Nancy R. Bovdik
 559 Jeffrey P. Dolejs
 577 Linda L. Cooper
 581 Barbara Lucchesse
 584 Ronald S. Seveska
 584 Ann M. Glavan
 584 Michael A. Mlinar
 604 Barbara Edstrom
 604 Christine Lefferts
 643 William C. Nail

50-Year members

 Lodge member
 FD4 James R. Koller
 2 David J. Spayer
 2 Donna J. Meglich
 6 Sherle R. Bourg
 8 Adrienne N. Donofrio
 34 Angela C. Coffman
 107 Robert L. Kacin

 Lodge member
 107 Leanne L. Weart
 223 Donald A. Ficco
 254 Theresa L. Homola
 254 Maria E. Witkosky
 274 David L. Debevits
 562 Gary W. Drobne
 723 Albert B. Vesco
 749 Joseph P. Vasilko

60-Year members

 Lodge member
 A02 Regina S. Yetter
 5 Sylvia Rozzelle
 6 Paul P. Dolinar
 41 Mary J. Moorfoot
 165 Albert Boniella
 207 Mary L. Wetterling

 Lodge member
 245 Eleanor Russell
 581 Theresa A. Zaunick
 584 Shirley M. Vidmar
 584 Charles Ivancic
 629 Dorothy Pugliano
 665 Teresa L. Siwicki
 723 John C. Dolence

70-Year members

80-Year members
 Lodge member
 34 Bertha M. Medsker

by JERRY WATSON
Lodge 34 Secretary/Treasurer

INDIANAPOLIS — Dober 
dan! Lodge 34 members 
continued their support of 
the Slovenian National Home 
(SHN) by hosting the Friday 
night dinner on Aug. 30. Our 
potato bar, offering all the 
best toppings, was enjoyed 
by many, young and old 
alike. Dessert featured an 

assortment of many different 
cookies.

Our next Friday night din-
ner service at the Indianapolis 
SHN is scheduled Oct. 18. 
We’re planning a menu of 
ham and beans, cornbread, 
deviled eggs, and a special 
dessert. 

All are welcome at the 
SNH. We hope to see more 
of our members!

Lodge 34 dinners are
still tops at Indy SNH

Though it wasn’t quite pizza, the baked potato bar offered 
by Indy Lodge 34 in August drew rave reviews from the 
majority of the Indianapolis Slovenian National Home 
dinner crowd.

by KAITLYN CHIAPPETTA
Lodge 559 President

CHICAGO — Happy fall! Just 
when we thought the busy summer 
was winding down, Lodge 559 
members still have plenty to look 
forward to this fall. 

We wrapped up our summer 
activities with two events in August. 
Members attended the Slovenian 
Catholic Center annual picnic held 
Aug. 11. The pig roast, music and 
opportunities to purchase local 
honey and other souvenirs were 
enjoyable, as always. Sadly, our 
Lodge didn’t win a prize in the 
50/50 drawing this year.

The following weekend was the 
Chicago Federation annual dinner 
dance. It was a great chance to catch 
up with members of other Lodges 
throughout the Chicago area. Miss 
SNPJ 2020 Daniella Volpe was in 
attendance as well.

Thank you to the Federation for 
inviting me along on the tour of 
downtown Chicago with Daniella. 
I had a great time touring the NBC 
studios and eating deep-dish pizza 
with them despite the rain that day.

Lodge 559 held its third meeting 

of the year on Sept. 8 at the Slove-
nian Cultural Center in Lemont, Ill. 
Members had lunch hosted by the 
center prior to the meeting. 

The proceeds of the lunch were 
donated by the center to the Na-
tional Federation for the Blind of 
Illinois. Members of the Federation 
for the Blind were in attendance at 
the lunch, and gave a very informa-
tive presentation of what they do 
for blind persons of all ages. The 
association hosts programs for 
people of all ages to teach them 
different techniques for use both 
at home and out in the city. Lodge 
559 was glad to contribute to such 
a worthy cause.

Our September meeting also 
included a change for the November 
meeting. In light of the November 
meeting being a holiday party for 
the Lodge, we have decided to 
change the meeting time and loca-
tion. Our next meeting will be held 
Friday, Nov. 15, starting at noon 
at the McCook Bohemian Family 
Restaurant located at 8300 Joliet 
Rd., McCook, IL 60525. Lunch 
will follow the meeting.

Please contact Lodge Secretary 

Melanie Matiasek to RSVP so that 
we can make a reservation. You 
can call (708) 482-8190, or e-mail 
mjmatiasek@gmail.com. 

Our November meeting will also 
include a toy drive. Please bring a 
toy to the meeting, or contact our 
Lodge secretary for more informa-
tion on how to donate to our cause. 
We will donate the toys to the La-
Grange VFW, which hosts a local 
Toys for Tots program in our area.

The November meeting, how-
ever, is not the last event of the 
year for Lodge 559. In December, 
the Chicago Federation is hosting 
its annual all-ages Christmas party. 
This event is scheduled Saturday, 
Dec. 7, at the Slovenian Cultural 
Center in Lemont. 

The Christmas party will offer 
games and prizes for members of 
all ages. Feel free to bring your 
children and grandchildren to 
participate in the fun. Contact our 
Lodge secretary for more infor-
mation. 

You can also follow our Face-
book page, @SNPJLodge 559, for 
more up-to-date information on 
Lodge 559 meetings and activities.

Lodge 559 planning for holiday activities

Lodge 559 members were able to meet Miss SNPJ 2020 DANIELLA VOLPE 
during the Chicago Federation dinner dance held in August.

SNPJ members 
from the 
Chicago area 
enjoyed the 
Slovenian 
Catholic Center 
annual picnic.

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. 
 — SNPJ Family Week campers 
started arriving and checking 
into their cabins on Sunday, 
July 28. After dinner, we en-
joyed a welcome reception in 
the Gostilna. 

The Monday morning arts 
and crafts class in the barn was 
painting by numbers. There 
are some talented people in 
this group. We spent Monday 
afternoon at the pool and tiki 
bar until dinner, after which 
we enjoyed a pool party. 

On Tuesday morning the 
competition heated up as 
the balina tournaments for 
adults and the children were 
underway. The Bucciarelli 
(564)-Rockwell (138) team 
were the adult champions, and 
the team of C.J., Jackson, Chris 

and Joelle were the champions. 
in the adult/children division. 

Tuesday evening entertain-
ment featured bar bingo in the 
Gostilna. 

Scavenger hunt sheets were 
distributed Wednesday morn-
ing after breakfast. These were 
to be turned in during karaoke 
on Thursday evening. 

Traditionally, Wednesdays 
are “Slovenia Day” during 
Family Week, and this year 
was no exception. Many thanks 
to SNPJ Heritage Center Com-
mittee member Tracey Belle 
(138) for joining us at Family 
Week and teaching a strudel-
making class on Wednesday 
afternoon.

Family Week participants 
were able to enjoy the results of 
this class during the wine and 
cheese reception hosted by the 
SNPJ Heritage Center later in 

the afternoon. Our thanks to 
Heritage Center Committee 
Chairperson Kathy Paulenich 
(776) for hosting this reception 
and spending the afternoon 
with us.

The Wednesday evening en-
tertainment, movie night, was 
held in the Heritage Pavilion.

Thursday morning started 
out with our beanbag toss 
tournaments: one for the adults, 
and one for adults and children. 
The team of Mark Schertler 
(715) and Reed Trimble (715) 
were the champions in the adult 
division, while the team of Jim 
and Skylar Buchman (A02) 
were the champs in the adults/
children division.

We spent Thursday after-
noon at the pool, and a group 
paid a visit to the SNPJ Trailer 
Court to check out the disc 
golf course.

The evening activity on 
Thursday was a karaoke/dance 
party held in the Gostilna. 
We have some really talented 
singers among the Family 
Week campers! By the way, 
the Buchner children won the 
scavenger hunt.

We were in for a special 
treat in the Gostilna on Friday 
evening as the entertainment 
was Joe Cheeta’s Game Show 
Junkies. What a blast!

Thanks to everyone who 
attended Family Week at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center this 
year. We hope you enjoyed 
yourselves and look forward 
to seeing you next year.

If Family Week sounds like 
something you and your family 
would enjoy, please contact 
the SNPJ Recreation Center 
and join in on the fun of SNPJ 
Family Week 2020.

SNPJ families enjoy their stay at the Rec Center


