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briefly

The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are Oct. 2 and Nov. 1. All material must 
be received by Wednesday, Sept. 20, 
for the Oct. 2 issue, and by Wednesday, 
Oct. 18, for the Nov. 1 issue. If you are 
concerned about making the deadline, 
send an e-mail to prosveta@snpj.com 
or submit your material via the publica-
tions area of our website, www.snpj.org.

THE
DEADLINE

CLE ELUM, Wash. — The Lodge 371 
fall meeting will be held Sunday, Sept. 10, 
at the home of Cheryl Maras in Ronald, 
Wash. All members are encouraged to 
attend. A potluck will follow the 1 p.m. 
meeting. Those attending are asked to 
contact Ken Kladnik at (509) 929-0896 
for additional information.

KEN KlADNIK
Lodge 371 President

Lodge 371 has Sept. 10
meeting on the agenda

follow SNPJ on Facebook!

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office will be closed Monday, Sept. 4, 
in observance of Labor Day. Normal 
office hours, 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., will 
resume Tuesday, Sept. 5. We wish all 
SNPJ members and friends a safe and 
happy Labor Day.

Home Office closed as 
we celebrate Labor Day

by JOANN KRANCE 
Lodge 729 Secretary/Treasurer

YUKON, Pa. — SNPJ Lodge 729 Silverstars 
will host an AARP Smart Driver course at the 
Yukon Slovenian Hall on Wednesday, Oct. 18, 
and Thursday, Oct. 19, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Light refreshments will be served.

The AARP Smart Driver course is the na-
tion’s first refresher course specifically designed 
for drivers age 50 and older. In many states, 

drivers may benefit from a discount on their auto 
insurance premium upon completing the course, 
and you’ll learn something new along the way. 
In fact, an evaluation of the course found that 
97 percent of participants changed at least one 
driving habit as a result of what they learned.

The cost is $15 for AARP members and 
$20 for non-members. You may register by 
contacting Joann Krance at (724) 722-4627 
by Oct. 11.

Brush up on your driving 
skills with Yukon Lodge 729

SEE SNPJ HERITAGE CENTER
ON PAGE 7

• Mileage reimbursement will only 
be paid up to a 100-mile radius 

 of the SNPJ Recreation Center
• Compensation also includes a 
 $50 per diem

Resumes for these positions should 
be forwarded by Sept. 22, 2017, to:

Slovene National 
Benefit Society

Joseph C. Evanish, National President
247 West Allegheny Road

Imperial, PA 15126
e-mail: kbrown@snpj.com

Call for Candidates
SNPJ Recreation 
Center Committee
This announcement serves as a call to 
all members interested in serving on the 
SNPJ Recreation Center Committee. 
Two positions for terms of three years 
each will be filled during the Sept. 29, 
2017, SNPJ National Board meeting.

STRABANE, Pa. — Strabane Lodge 138 
will conduct its September meeting on the 
second Monday of the month, Sept. 11, 
instead of the first Monday which is the 
usual scheduled date.

BoB lAwRENCE
Lodge 138 Secretary

A meeting date change 
for Strabane Lodge 138

CLEVELAND — The next meeting of 
Lodge 257 will be held Thursday, Sept. 
21, at 4583 W. 130th St. in Cleveland 
beginning at 6 p.m. A light meal of roast 
beef and potica will follow. For details 
contact Marie Pivik at (216) 433-1941 or 
Patricia Juda at (216) 267-1656. Join us 
while the weather is nice.

RUDY PIvIK
Lodge 257

Lodge 257 schedules 
Sept. 21 meeting date

by KATHY PAULENICH (776)
Slovenian Heritage Center

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — Can you 
believe another summer season is over? The 
SNPJ Slovenian Heritage Center would like 
to thank everyone who stopped by to visit 
our museum, and a big thank you to those 
who purchased items from our gift shop. We 
appreciate your patronage.

We had another busy season with our trav-
eling museum display, taking the exhibit to 
the Slovenian Embassy in Washington, D.C., 
on May 13; to Simply Slavic in Youngstown, 
Ohio, on June 17; and to the American Slo-
vene Day picnic in Cheswick, Pa., on July 
30. We also provided an hour-long wine and 

A busy summer 
draws to a close 
for the SNPJ 
Heritage Center

by MARYANN BEBAR (41)
Westmoreland Federation President

YUKON, Pa. — On June 25, the Westmoreland County Federation of 
SNPJ Lodges held their sixth cancer fund-raiser. This annual fund-raiser 
for local cancer patients has been spearheaded by our own Federation 
treasurer, Lois Denning (41), and her committee members. Lois is a 
cancer survivor, as are a few other members of our Federation Lodges. 
We are grateful for all the work Lois has put into this fund-raiser. Many 
good stories have been revealed to us through Lois of how the funds 
we’ve raised have helped to pay rent, taxes and utilities for patients as 
they went through chemo or radiation.

This year our cancer fund-raiser was held at the Yukon Slovenian 
Hall. Thanks to all of the officers and members of Yukon Lodge 729 
for their help and cooperation for this event. Many thanks as well to 
Carbon Lodge 223 in Greensburg, Pa., for their huge donation. We 

Westmoreland Fed celebrating 85 years in December

Much of the 
success of the 
Westmoreland Co. 
Federation “Pretty 
in Pink” fund-raiser 
can be attributed 
to Treasurer loIS 
DENNING (41), 
pictured with her 
daughter RoSE 
DENNING (41).

SEE wESTMoRElAND FEDERATIoN
ON PAGE 2

GIRARD, Ohio — The Eastern Ohio-
Western Pennsylvania Federation will 
hold its quarterly meeting Sunday, Sept. 
24, at 2 p.m. The meeting will be held at 
Amen Corner in Girard. All delegates are 
encouraged to attend.

CATHY KAlENITS (776)
Federation Secretary/Treasurer

East Ohio/W.Pa. Fed 
plans quarterly meeting

by SUSAN ZARELLA (277)
SNPJ Recreation Center

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — Hello, everyone 
in SNPJland. We hope that everyone had a great 
summer, and maybe had a chance to stop by the 
Recreation Center over the past few months to 
enjoy all of the events that were held here. We 
also hope that everyone made many memories 
this year.

But wait: summer isn’t over yet here at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center. We’re cooking up a 
great, fun-filled day on Saturday, Sept. 30, at the 
North Pavilion (the upper pavilion). It’s our fifth 
annual Wine & Sausage Festival! We’re hoping 
to have a crowd even bigger than last year. We 

will have both wine and sausage vendors with 
their goods just waiting for you to come and 
sample. You, the crowd, will choose the best 
wine and sausage makers to be crowned the 
winners of the 2017 festival. We’re also add-
ing craft vendors to this year’s festival, and the 
music will be provided by Turcola & Kravos 
from 2 to 8 p.m.

There is an admission fee for everyone, which 
will cover all the tastings from the participating 
vendors. Cabins are still available for your stay 
that weekend, so give us a call at 1-877-767-5732 
to make a reservation. Come enjoy the day and 
the end of the Rec Center’s summer events. We 
hope to see you soon!

You’ll choose the winners at the 
Rec Center Wine & Sausage Fest

by JOE VALENCIC (5) 
Cleveland Federation

KIRTLAND, Ohio — Celebrate the autumn 
season old country-style at the colorful, musical 
Slovenian Grape Festival on Sunday, Sept. 24, 
2017, down at the SNPJ Farm on Heath Road in 
Kirtland, Ohio. The polka parade will start the 
festivities, featuring the Joey Tomsick Orchestra 
for four hours of dancing. Hearty harvest fare 
will include smoked Slovenian sausages, savory 

The annual Slovenian Grape Festival will take place at the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, Ohio, on 
Sunday, Sept. 24. The parade is scheduled to begin at 2:45 p.m.

SNPJ Farm Grape Festival 
a colorful autumn tradition

roast beef and homemade donuts.
Slovenian singing and costumes will high-

light the harvest parade at 2:45 p.m., led by 
accordionist Tony Fortuna. Join the sing-along 
with Joe Valencic (song-sheets will be provided), 
then dance to Joey Tomsick’s toe-tapping tunes 
from 3 to 7 p.m. The dance pavilion will be 
decorated with grapevines and hanging treats, 

SEE FARM GRAPE FESTIvAl
ON PAGE 2
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Type of Event 
 
 

Site 
 
 

If a concert or dance, who is
performing? 
 
 

Date 

Time 

Who to contact 
 
 

Phone (        )

Complete and return to: 
PROSVETA

247 W. Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA  15126-9774

e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

• SEPT. 1-3 .......National SNPJ Days weekend at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. For additional informa-
tion contact Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144 
or krichards@snpj.com.

• SEPT. 1-3 .......Fontana, Calif., Lodge 723 All-
Accordion Fest at the Fontana Slovene 
Hall. The fun is scheduled for 4-9 p.m. 
on Friday, 1-10 p.m. on Saturday and 
1-9 p.m. on Sunday.

• SEPT. 4 .......Labor Day dance at the SNPJ Farm, 
Kirtland, Ohio; 1-7 p.m. Music by the Ed-
die Rodick Orchestra and Frank Stanger 
Band. For details contact Val Pawlowski 
at (330) 318-3004.

• SEPT. 10 .....SNPJ Farm Ladies Auxiliary goulash 
and polenta dinner at the SNPJ Farm, 
Kirtland, Ohio. Food service begins at 
2 p.m., dancing to Bob Kravos & The 
Boys from 3-7 p.m.

• SEPT. 16 .....Region 4 SNPJ Night with the Detroit 
Tigers. Tickets for this 6:10 p.m. game 
versus the Chicago White Sox are $25 
each and can be purchased by contact-
ing SNPJ District 5 Athletic Director Ken 
Anderson.

• SEPT. 30 .....Wine & Sausage Festival at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of 
SNPJ, Pa. For additional information 
contact the SNPJ Recreation Center 
toll-free by phone at 1-877-767-5732 or 
e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

• OCT. 22.......Westmoreland County (Pa.) Federa-
tion Fall Festival Dance at the Yukon 
Slovenian Hall, Yukon, Pa.; 2-6 p.m. 
Music by the Don Wojtila Band. For more 
information contact MaryAnn Bebar at 
(724) 668-7394.

• OCT. 22.......Herminie, Pa., Lodge 87 Harvest 
Dance in the Crystal Ballroom; 2-6 p.m. 
Music by Mikey Dee. Admission includes 
salad bar, dinner and dessert table. 
Advance tickets only. For details contact 
Shirley Bailley at (724) 864-1606.

• DEC. 3 ........Westmoreland County (Pa.) Fed-
eration 85th Anniversary Dance at the 
Slovenian Hall in Herminie, Pa.; 2-6 p.m. 
Music by the Joe Grkman Orchestra. 
For more information contact MaryAnn 
Bebar at (724) 668-7394.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ 
Fraternal Department is pleased 
to announce that the National 
Athletic Board has approved bids 
for two upcoming SNPJ bowling 
tournaments.

SNPJ Lodge 106 in Imperial 
submitted a bid to host the 2017 
SNPJ Fall Classic Bowling Tour-
nament. The tournament is sched-
uled the weekend of Oct. 21-22 at 
Paradise Lanes in Neville Island, 
Pa.; all social activities will take 
place in the Lodge 106 clubroom.

Loyalites Lodge 158 in Euclid, 
Ohio, submitted a bid to host the 
2018 SNPJ National Bowling 
Tournament at the SNPJ Recre-
ation Center in the Borough of 
SNPJ, Pa. This tournament will be 
rolled May 5-6, 2018, at Colonial 
Lanes in New Castle, Pa., with 
social activities taking place at the 
Recreation Center.

I look forward to seeing you at a 
fraternal event in the near future...

Bowling 
tournament
bids approved

Photo submitted by Sis. Phyllis Wood (723). 

Admiring the Many Splendors of Slovenia 
SNPJ National Board members [from left] Region 6 Vice President FRED MlAKAR (786), Region 4 Vice 
President TRACEY ANDERSoN (677), Audit Committee Chairwoman PHYllIS wooD (723) and Audit 
Committee Member loU NovAK (576) toured Slovenia together, along with 20 others, in June on the “Dr. Slivo 
Tour.” The group enjoyed visiting Bled, Ljubljana, Planica, Brda, Bohinj, and many other locations in Slovenia.

wESTMoRElAND FEDERATIoN
FROM PAGE 1 

greatly appreciate the Lodge 223 
officers and members who helped 
and supported us.

Our thanks goes out to all who 
donated baked goods, Chinese auc-
tion baskets and worked the fund-
raiser. Not only the workers, but 
to all who came to the fund-raiser 
and supported us by attending our 
dance and purchased tickets for the 
Chinese auction and 50/50 drawing.

Jack Tady & the Tady Bears liv-
ened up the dance floor with great 
music and entertainment for the 
afternoon. We also enjoyed great 
food from Bubba’s Greensburg.

Before we left the Yukon Hall, 
we sent pink balloons with our 
logo into the beautiful sunset. On 
our way home, lo and behold, a 

beautiful double rainbow appeared; 
a sign of hope.

On Sunday, Oct. 22, the Federa-
tion will be sponsoring a dance at 
the Yukon Slovenian Hall from 2 
to 6 p.m. Music will be provided 
by the Don Wojtila Band from 
Cleveland.

The Westmoreland County 
Federation is celebrating its 85th 
anniversary with a dance on Dec. 3 
at SNPJ Lodge 87 in Herminie, Pa., 
from  2 to 6 p.m. The Joe Grkman 
Band will perform.

As we celebrate our 85th year, 
we’d love to see more of you folks 
attend our functions. We miss the 
Evanstown Picnic Grove, but we 
want to continue sponsoring dances 
and keep the Slovene heritage 
alive here in our Westmoreland 
County area.

Westmoreland Federation Treasurer loIS DENNING (41), pictured with 
Greensburg, Pa., Lodge 223 members JIM KlIMCHoCK and STEPHANIE 
SMolA at the Federation’s Pretty In Pink fund-raiser.

Following fund-raiser, Westmoreland Fed preparing for 85th anniversary

by LILLIAN CENTA (158)
St. Vitus Slovenian School

CLEVELAND — Sept. 9 marks 
the beginning of another year 
for the St. Vitus Adult Slovenian 
School. The language classes meet 
two Saturday mornings a month 
from 9:15 to 11:45 a.m. Classes 
are held at St. Martin de Porres 
High School, 6111 Lausche Ave., 
Cleveland.

Tuition is $50 per semester 
or $100 for the whole year. Text-
books are from Slovenia and are 
purchased separately from each 
instructor.

If you would like more infor-
mation, please contact Lillian 
by phoning (216) 350-6889 or 
sending an e-mail to elcenta@
sbcglobal.net.

Registration 
open for 
classes in 
Slovenian

by EVELYN DIMPFL (749)
Federation Secretary

JOHNSTOWN, Pa. — The Conem-
augh Valley Federation officers and 
delegates are gearing up for their 
annual dinner which will honor 
members of the six associated Lodges 
who have attained 50, 60, 70 or even 
80 years of SNPJ membership in 
2017. Invitations will be mailed to 

the 71 honorees, and we hope each 
will respond.

The dinner will once again be 
held at the Homestead Inn in Elton, 
Pa., on Sunday, Sept. 24, starting at 
2 p.m. Our honored members will 
be guests of the Federation at no 
charge to them. Family members 
and friends are encouraged to attend, 
and the cost of those tickets is $20. 

No tickets will be sold at the door, so 
if you plan to attend and will need 
additional tickets, please phone As-
sistant Secretary Marilyn Alberter; 
her phone number will be included 
in the invitation letter.

We hope to see many in attendance. 
We assure you that it will be an enjoy-
able afternoon for both our honorees 
and their guests.

Conemaugh Federation extends an invitation 
to their annual September honorees dinner

FARM GRAPE FESTIvAl
FROM PAGE 1 

but should you grab a goody, you could 
wind up in jail!

Admission is free if you wear a 
Slovenian costume or bring your ac-
cordion to the parade. Participants 
should arrive by 2:15 p.m. to prepare 
for the parade. Regular admission is 
$8 (guests age 18 and under are admit-
ted free of charge) and includes four 
hours of live music and all the balinca 
you can play. Dinners, sandwiches and 
refreshments will be served beginning 
at 2 p.m.

The SNPJ Farm is located at 10946 
Heath Road, off Chardon Road (Route 
6) in Kirtland, three miles east of 
State Route 306 and six miles west 
of Route 44. For more information, 
phone (440) 256-3423.

The many colors – and tastes – of autumn will be displayed during the 
annual SNPJ Farm Slovenian Grape Festival, scheduled Sunday, Sept. 24.

SNPJ Farm hosting annual Grape Festival Sept. 24
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DENISE HERRON
SNPJ Marketing Department
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Slovenia’s President 
travels the country on foot
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Slovenian 
President Borut Pahor started his sum-
mer vacation in a somewhat unusual 
manner, embarking on a journey around 
Slovenia on foot.

The president made it his goal to 
walk from the Goričko region in the 
northeast to the coastal town of Piran in 
the southwest. He was accompanied by 
his son, Luka; the chief of staff at his of-
fice, Alja Brglez; and his spokesperson, 
Petra Arsič.

The team, which gathered on Aug. 
8 in the town of Hodoš near the border 
with Hungary, planned to walk around 
40 kilometers (25 miles) each day.

As the team explained to the press, 
they would not head directly from Hodos 
to Piran. Instead, they criss-crossed the 
country, making stops in the Gorenjsko 
(northwest), Bela krajina (southeast) and 
Koroško regions. Their goal was to meet 
people, who were also invited to join the 
president for at least parts of the trek.

Although Pahor has announced his 
plans to run for re-election this fall, it 
isn’t clear whether the team made this 
journey to launch the president’s election 
campaign. During his election campaign 
five years ago, he joined blue-collar 
workers to do their jobs for a day, test-
ing his skills as a butcher, hairdresser, 
mechanic, construction worker and shop 
assistant, among other jobs.

Government combining
nature services offices
LJUBLJANA (STA) — In late July, 
the Slovenian government adopted a 
bill to establish a national meteorologi-
cal, hydrographic, oceanographic and 
seismological service, through which 
it plans to establish a single office to 
provide useful information on natural 
phenomena and on the condition of 
natural resources from these four fields.

The Government Communication 
Office announced on Twitter that “the 
information to be provided by the office 
from the fields of meteorology, hydrogra-
phy, oceanography and seismology will 
be used by the government and numerous 
social sub-systems.”

From the aspect of Slovenia’s size, 
the merger of the four fields into a single 
office is economical, and in practice 
it has been demonstrated that unified 
implementation of individual phases of 
operational processes in the four fields 
brings opportunities for additional op-
timization.

“Given the climate change and the 
relatively high exposure of Slovenia to 
meteorological, hydrographic, oceano-
graphic and seismological phenomena, 
it is important that these activities are 
implemented as part of a single office,” 
said representatives from the Environ-
ment Ministry, which drafted the bill.

The main tasks of the emerging office 
will be constant monitoring and collec-
tion of data to provide greater safety to 
both people and property.

A new rail link planned 
to Trieste and Venice
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Six years after 
the only direct passenger rail service 
between Slovenia and Italy was discon-
tinued, a direct rail link from Ljubljana 
to Trieste and Venice is scheduled to 
start operating next year.

The Italian Trenitalia company will 
operate train routes between Ljubljana, 
Trieste and Venice in 2018, with a stop-
over planned at Ronchi near Trieste 
airport. Trains on the route will run twice 
a day. The journey is expected to take 
about two and a half hours to Trieste, and 
between three to four hours to Venice.

Honeycombs will adorn 
coins on Honeybee Day
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Roughly one 
million commemorative coins will be 
issued on World Honeybee Day, an 
initiative headed by Slovenia to declare 
May 20 as an observance dedicated to 
the importance of honeybees. The coins 
will bear an image of a globe-shaped 
honeycomb, representing the world.

The coins will also bear two inscrip-
tions reading “World Honeybee Day” 
and “Slovenia 2018” with the 12 stars 
of the EU flag engraved on the edge, a 
government spokesman explained. But 
while the design is complete, Slovenia’s 

Finance Ministry must yet obtain ap-
proval for the proposed coin from the 
Council of the EU.

At the beginning of July, the UN Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
unanimously backed Slovenia’s initiative 
for the UN to declare May 20 as World 
Honeybee Day. A final decision on the 
topic will be made in December during 
the UN General Assembly.

The initiative to declare May 20 
as World Honeybee Day, which was 
launched in 2014, aims to reaffirm the 
significance of the honeybee to human-
ity. According to Agriculture Minister 
Dejan Židan, apiculture is an area in 
which Slovenia thrives.

The Agriculture Ministry and Educa-
tion Ministry are currently joining forces 
to establish an international apiculture 
education center in an attempt to gain 
interest from other countries for Slove-
nia’s expertise in the beekeeping field.

A square in Budapest 
named for Ljubljana
BUDAPEST, Hungary (STA) — A 
square in Budapest was named Ljubljana 
Square during a ceremony held in late 
July that was attended by Budapest 
Mayor Istvan Tarlos, Ljubljana Mayor 
Zoran Jankovič and Slovenian Ambas-
sador to Hungary Ksenija Škrilec. The 
new Ljubljana Square is located in the 
Ujbuda district of Budapest.

Mayor Tarlos said that by renaming 
the square after the Slovenian capital, 
the city of Budapest was a expressing its 
desire to build on Hungarian-Slovenian 
relations, the Hungarian press agency 
MIT reported.

Mayor Jankovič pointed out that the 
two cities were constantly strengthening  
cooperation, while Škrilec, the outgoing 
ambassador to Hungary, said that she 
had done everything she could to bring 
Slovenia and Hungary closer together.

Established in 1873 with the unifica-
tion of Buda and Obuda on the west bank 
of the Danube with Pest on the east bank, 
today Budapest has 1.7 million residents, 
which makes it the 10th largest city in 
the EU.

The U.S. an important 
market for Slovenian wine
PTUJ (STA) — The United States is an 
important market for Slovenian wine, not 
only in terms of quantity, but in terms of 
how American consumers enjoy wine.

According to Dušan Brejc, the direc-
tor of Vinska druzba Slovenije, which 
promotes Slovenian wines, “The United 
States is the biggest wine market in the 
world. It is also a market that does not 
have prejudices against new wines. How-
ever, it is not enough to be special and 
different. You have to be contemporary, 
and the wines must have the right quality 
as well as style,” he explained.

In the past, Slovenian wineries ex-
ported between half a million and a mil-
lion liters (132,000 to 264,000 gallons) 
of wine to the United States every year. 
The volume is now lower, but the quality 
of the wines, along with their prices, are 
higher. “This is good for Slovenian win-
eries, and can result in higher revenues 
over the long term,” Brejc said.

The Vinum USA company, co-owned 
by Marko Podkubovšek and Ilija Šukin, 
has long exported Slovenian wines to the 
United States. The owners said the market 
was very open, but each individual state 
had its own import rules.

Russel Fay, the owner of Cork Dork 
Wine, a wine shop chain in Minnesota, 
noted that there were both conservative 
and liberal drinkers in the United States, 
noting that Slovenia should aim for the 
liberals. “Urban and liberal areas are the 
target public for Slovenian wines. The 
people there want to try Slovenian wines, 
which have to be good and favorably 
priced, but not too cheap,” Fay said.

Lake Bohinj among the 
safest swimming sites
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Slovenia’s 
Lake Bohinj has been rated one of the 
three cleanest swimming sites in Europe 
by the European Parliament, which 
regularly checks the quality of waters at 
some 21,000 European swimming sites.

Lake Bohinj, which is located at the 

foot of the Julian Alps in northwest 
Slovenia, has regularly placed among 
the top three sites where swimmers can 
swim carefree in the summer heat.

Spreading over an area of 3.3 square 
kilometers (1.27 square miles), Bohinj 
is the largest natural lake in Slovenia. 
It is situated in the heart of the Triglav 
Natural Park.

According to the European Parlia-
ment, more and more swimming sites 
are meeting water quality standards 
every year. Of the 21,000 tested sites, 
96 percent are labeled as suitable for 
swimming, whereas 85 percent have 
earned an “excellent” grade.

Podrače Beach in Croatia and the 
Gardon River in France joined Lake 
Bohinj in the top three spots on the an-
nual rankings.

Replica of a Roman 
boat nearing launch date
LJUBLJANA (STA) — A replica of an 
ancient Roman dugout boat discovered 
in the Ljubljanica River near Vrhnika in 
2015 is being made at the Špica prom-
enade in Ljubljana and is expected to 
be ready for launch in the Ljubljanica 
in early September.

According to David Badovinac and 
Rene Masaryk, the leaders of the Navis 
Project, the goal of this project was to 
revive the construction and use of ancient 
vessels on the Ljubljanica. “This is a 
promotion of cultural heritage, by means 
of which we want to construct ancient 
vessels while reviving old crafts, expe-
rience and knowledge, as well as have 
some fun,” Badovinac said.

The 10-meter-long (33-foot-long) oak 
trunk that is being used for the replica 
of the famous Roman fishing boat was 
found in the Krakovski gozd forest in the 
southeast of Slovenia. “It was difficult 
to find the proper trunk. A number of 
expeditions were needed to find a really 
nice, straight trunk that would also have 
the proper length.”

The replica is about nine meters (29.5 
feet) long, which is actually much shorter 
than the original boat, and almost one 
meter (3.25 feet) wide. The method of 
construction was “identical to the original 
method,” Badovinac said.

According to Masaryk, while the tree 
trunk weighed more than seven tons,  
the final replica weighs less than a ton. 
“Roman-style tools were used in the 
process,” he added.

Work on the dugout started July 5 
and continued throughout the summer. 
“A number of visitors knew about this 
project and many of them came to help 
us,” Badovinac said. The work was ac-
companied by other activities, workshops 
and lectures, all of which were designed 
to take visitors back to the time of the 
Romans.

The replica is planned to be launched 
in the Ljubljanica on Sept. 2, after which 
it will be taken on a two-day ride to Vrh-
nika, with a stop in Podpeč. “We hope 
that it will be anchored on the Ljubljanica 
permanently, and that it will serve to 
promote our heritage and Slovenian 
tourism,” Masaryk said.

The original Roman dugout boat is 
currently being restored at Slovenia’s 
Institute for the Protection of Cultural 
Heritage.

Bled golf course among 
the world’s elite courses
BLED (STA) — Following the comple-
tion of an expansive facelift that has 
highlighted its Alpine features, Royal 
Bled, the golf course situated near the 
lakeside resort of Bled, is now one of 
the most prestigious golf courses in 
central Europe.

The King’s Course at Bled, which 
is now a member of the Serbian-owned 
Eligo golf course network, was ranked 
among the 15 best European courses by 
pro golfer Sam Torrence, who took part 
in the opening event on Aug. 2.

With vistas of the Slovenian Alps 
and the surrounding countryside, Royal 
Bled is now equipped to host top-tier 
European and world golf events, and is 
expected to attract new high-net-worth 
guests to the lakeside resort.

Bled had been ranked among the top 
50 courses in Europe prior to the recent 
reconstruction project, and the course’s 
new look emphasizes its natural features 
even more. The Bled course was con-
structed in 1937 and attracted society’s 
upper crust at the time. After WWII, golf 
was largely forgotten in Bled, but made 
a comeback in the 1970s.
The articles comprising this feature have been 
reprinted with permission from the Slovenian 
Press Agency (STA).

I am what you’d call a “nervous flyer.” I won’t refuse to 
get on a plane, but it does take some persuading to 
convince me that I’ll probably survive the flight. The 

worst part for me, as I’m sure it is for many people, is the 
ascent and the descent. The ascent isn’t as bad because 
it seems to be a lot faster. The pilot gets you up and over 
the buildings, mountains and trees as quickly as he can. 
Once you’re at cruising altitude, things are usually pretty 
peaceful. But before you know it, the pilot announces that 
he has started the “final” descent. And for someone already 
gripping the seat with white knuckles, the word “final” has 
a very ominous sound.

I learned that the approach to landing usually takes 
longer because it’s a more complicated procedure. For 
one thing, the plane has to maintain specific altitudes so 
that the pilot can maneuver around obstacles and weather 
on his way to the runway. Also, the most efficient way to 
descend is to glide since the plane uses less power, and 
you don’t really want to be accelerating while heading for 
the unforgiving ground.

When you think about it, life can resemble an airplane 
flight. At first you are anxious and might need some con-
vincing to “take off” on our own, but when you finally do, 
things happen quickly. Before you know it, you’re “cruis-
ing” through life, concentrating on your career and raising 
children. Of course, you can hit turbulence even while 
cruising, and it can take some real concentration to keep 
your flight smooth and level.

Granted, you have a lot to think about while cruising, but 
it’s also the time to start thinking about that “final descent.”  
Before you know it, you’ll be starting that long-anticipated, 
slow glide into retirement. Outside influences can pop up 
at any time to make your approach onto the runway of 
retirement bumpier than you planned: the market takes a 
dive, your pension is frozen, medical costs go up. It will 
take a good pilot to maneuver through those obstacles – 
but, hey, you are the pilot!

SNPJ annuities can help you glide easily into retirement, 
and the best time to start investing is as soon as you hit 
cruising altitude. The Loyalty 8 annuity is currently earn-
ing 3.5 percent, and if you make ongoing contributions 
into your account through the cruising years, you should 
accumulate enough to help make the final descent a lot 
smoother. Contact your local agent, Lodge secretary or 
the SNPJ Home Office for more informa-
tion on our annuities and how they can 
help your flight.
• Thought for the Month — The bad 

news is time flies. The good news is 
you’re the pilot.

Michael Altshuler

The final descent
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PRoSvETA Crossword
High School (#0917) by StatePoint Media

ACRoSS
1. Native American pole
6. Gone by
9. Word often found on a door
13. Ancient stone slab with markings
14. PC brain
15. Hindu queen
16. Dose of medicine, pl.
17. Sinatra’s ____ Pack
18. LDS missionary
19. *Exclusive high school circle
21. *Goal of those four years
23. Break bread
24. Musical finale
25. A great distance away
28. Oscar of sports
30. Like Simon who met a pieman
35. Fleur-de-lis
37. Timeline divisions
39. Kick back
40. Offensively curious
41. Printer contents
43. General Agreement 
 on Tariffs and Trade
44. Change, as in Constitution
46. Actress Sorvino
47. Maple, to a botanist
48. Doctor’s tool
50. Roasting platform
52. #37 Across, sing.

53. Wry face
55. “____ Te Ching”
57. *Post-grad get-together
61. *Cap adornment
64. Bat dwelling?
65. *Pep rally syllable
67. Harassed
69. Thin mountain ridge
70. Rocks in a bar
71. Be of one mind
72. Surveyor’s map
73. *Adult involvement org.
74. Pine

DowN
1. Recipe label
2. Ear-related
3. Be a snitch
4. Island off Manhattan
5. Courtly entertainment
6. Homesteader’s measurement
7. *Academic concern
8. Beat the Joneses
9. ____ Mall, London
10. Backward arrow command
11. Give an impression
12. Zeus’ sister and wife
15. *Taught to do this in shop class
20. Cinderella’s win
22. Dog tags

24. Peoples Temple poison
25. *End of semester assessment
26. Wafting pleasantness
27. Like Phoenix
29. *Junior ball
31. Prefix with phone
32. Person, thing or ____
33. Sometime in the future
34. *____ credit
36. Pop group “’N ____”
38. “Que sera ____”
42. Yogurt-based dip
45. End
49. Likewise
51. Move sideways
54. Same as rip
56. Meryl Streep’s 
 “August: ____ County”
57. Gather harvest
58. James ____ Jones
59. Eye part
60. As opposed to gross
61. Short for Theodora
62. Poet Pound
63. Lecherous look
66. *Pre-college challenge
68. Bear’s room

The solution to puzzle #0917 will 
run in the oct. 2 issue.

© StatePoint Media

© StatePoint Media

Official Proceedings
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
June 8, 2017
The meeting was called to order at 10 a.m. by President Evanish 
with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
The minutes from the May 4, 2017, meeting were read and 
approved.
Reviewed the items that the IT Department accomplished at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center regarding the Wi-Fi service and 
the items that are left to complete.
Discussed the hotels in the Boardman, Ohio, area for the 2018 
Convention. Sis. Pintar is negotiating rates with the hotels, and 
we will complete site visits in the next few weeks.
Reported that we have hired a sales director, David Ely, who 
will begin employment on June 26, 2017.
Approved payment to Highland Asphalt for the driveway repair 
at the SNPJ Home Office in the amount of $1,700.
Reported that Society actuary Joseph Steimla will be in the office 
June 27-28 to discuss our products and plans for the future.
Reported that we have enough registrations to hold the Second 
Family Week at the SNPJ Recreation Center. We are working to 
obtain enough registrations to hold Senior Week.
Approved a donation in the amount of $250 to the North Fayette 
Township Volunteer Fire Department.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:25 p.m.

July 17, 2017
The meeting was called to order at 2 p.m. by President Evanish 
with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
The minutes from the June 8, 2017, meeting were read and 
approved.
Reported that Senior Week will be held at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center this year from Aug. 20-25.
Reported that after site visits and negotiations with various hotels 
in the Boardman and Niles, Ohio, areas, we chose the Holiday 
Inn, Boardman, to house all delegates not staying at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center for the 2018 Convention.
Discussed Slovenefest and reviewed some of the preliminary 
numbers from the event. It appears that attendance was up 
slightly from the previous year.
Discussed the materials we reviewed with Society actuary Joe 
Steimla while he was at the office last month. We are preparing 
for the implementation of the new CSO tables, we have revised 
the modified CARVM reserves per the actuary, and we are 
discussing premium rates.
Approved a cultural donation in the amount of $100 for the 
Chicago District Federation Memorial Day booklet.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:45 p.m.
JoSEPH C. EvANISH
National President/CEO

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO

by KEVIN RICHARDS
Lodge 106

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Greetings 
from Lodge 106 in Imperial.  
Bar bingo continues in the 
Lodge 106 clubroom on the 
first and third Thursdays of 
the month. Special early bird 
games start at 6:30 p.m. with 
the first regular game starting 
at 7. Our kitchen will be open 
during bar bingo.

The last Lodge 106 car 
cruise of the season will be 
Sunday, Sept. 10. The musical 
entertainment will be provided 
by Renewed Memories II, and 
dash plaques will be given to 
the first 50 cars.

The Lodge 106 car cruises 
run from noon to 4 p.m. with 
live entertainment, a food buf-
fet, drinks, a 50/50 drawing 
and door prizes on our level 

paved parking lot and in our 
air-conditioned clubroom. 
Bikes are welcome also!

Lodge 106 will again host 
the SNPJ Fall Classic Bowling 
Tournament, scheduled this 
year for the weekend of Oct. 21-
22. Bowling will take place at 
Paradise Lanes, with all social 
activities taking place back at 
Lodge 106 in Imperial. The 
Polka Classics will perform in 

the clubroom Saturday, Oct. 21, 
from 7:30 to 11:30 p.m.

New Banquet Manager 
Shelly Botwright has been hard 
at work booking weddings and 
other events in the Imperial 
Room at Lodge 106. She is 
also looking to attract smaller 
parties, such as bridal showers, 
birthday parties, retirement 
parties, etc. If you are in the 
market for a location for any 

of these celebrations, or you 
just would like to see if the 
Imperial Room is the venue 
for you, give Shelly a call. Her 
number is (412) 498-3557, or 
you can drop her an e-mail at 
shellybotwright@gmail.com. 
Our team here at Lodge 106 is 
eager to help you make some 
wonderful memories!

Would you like to receive 
periodic e-mails from Lodge 

106 about upcoming events and 
important announcements? If 
so, send an e-mail to snpj106@
gmail.com and we’ll add you 
to our e-mail list. 

Keep track of all the ac-
tivities going on at Lodge 106 
by visiting the “Upcoming 
Events” page on our website, 
www.snpjimperialpa.com. 
You can also follow us on 
Facebook at SNPJ Lodge 106.

Heading into fall, Imperial Lodge 106 has a full schedule of events planned

by LEE JACKOPIN (355) 
Beaverdale Reunion Coordinator

KIRTLAND, Ohio — People 
with roots in Beaverdale, Pa., 
and the small coal mining 
towns in Cambria County, Pa., 
enjoyed their 29th consecutive 
reunion during the Fairport 
Harbor, Ohio, Lodge 355 picnic 
at the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland 
on Sunday, June 25.

The tradition of hosting a 
reunion for those with roots in 
the Beaverdale area started af-
ter World War II. Historically, 
people came from Beaverdale 
to reunite with their rela-
tives and friends living in the 
Cleveland area and vice versa.  
Those first reunions were prob-
ably at farms or picnic areas. 
Eventually they were held at the 
original Geauga Lake Park in 
Ohio, and a busload of relatives 
and friends would come from 
Pennsylvania. The reunions 
always included those with 
roots in many of Pennsylvania’s 
small coal mining towns. But 
the reunions stopped in the 
mid-1960s.

In 1989, a Beaverdale Re-
union Committee was formed 
and consisted of the late Jim 
Ilersich (5), Joe and Joan 
(Hrebar) Goletz, Bill and Lee 
Hynds, Irene (Sustarsic) Kelly, 
Lynn Robinson, Elsie (Niznik) 
Rubal, and Bill Ilersich (603).  
They succeeded in hosting the 
Beaverdale/Dunlo Reunion 
at the Strawberry Lane Me-
tropark in Willoughby Hills, 
Ohio, in the spring and fall 
of 1989 with 168 and 122 at-
tendees, respectively.

Since the pavilion couldn’t 
be reserved, Jim Ilersich had to 
arrive at 3 a.m. to claim it for 
the reunion. For this reason, 
in 1990 he suggested having 
the reunion at the SNPJ Farm. 
Since a pavilion, good Slove-

nian food, beverages, polka 
music, balina courts, picnic 
tables and space were read-
ily available during an SNPJ 
Lodge picnic, the committee 
decided to have the Beaverdale 
Reunion at the SNPJ Farm on 
the last Sunday of June during 
a picnic hosted by one of the 
Cleveland SNPJ Lodges.

The 2017 reunion had 24 
registered attendees, including 
Lee Jackopin (355), Ed and 
Henrietta (McClosky) Snyder 
(776), Michelle (Snyder) Wil-
lis, Graden Snyder, Phil and 
Jackie (Gold) Berkheimer 
(158),  Bill Bartok (158), Doss  
Dezelon, Mary Pat (Brown) 
Vontorcik (274), Bernie Brown 
(274), Mike Mihalick, Linda 
(Likovich) Hlebak, Eileen 
(Vasilko) Markusic (158),  
Greg Vasilko, Ginny (Jereb) 
Dooms, Elaine (Chlebik) [Pat-

terson] Koval, Bishop John 
Kudrick, Catherine Perich, 
Kathy (Valko) Sabol, Kathy 
Debevits, Daniel McLaughlin, 
Kitty (Holland) Polete, and 
Hank Guzel Jr.

According to our records, 
we had guests representing  
Beaverdale, Dunlo, Johnstown, 
Llanfair, Lloydell, Onnalinda 
and South Fork.  Like me, many 
of these guests were born in 
Ohio but attend the reunion 
in memory of their parents 
who were born in Beaverdale 
and Dunlo, or with family 
homesteads in Wilmore and 
Lloydell. Mary Vontorcik and 
Bill Brown drove over from 
Pennsylvania.

This year’s attendance was 
the highest since the 2014 re-
union when we had 32 guests. 
There were a few first-timers 
this year as well. It’s possible 

that some people don’t attend 
because they feel they won’t 
know anyone, but Pennsyl-
vanians who have never met 
somehow find commonalities 
– friends, relatives, hometowns 
or schools – and have a good 
time together. There’s just 
something very unique about 
our time growing up in these 
small mining towns.

Next year, the 30th annual 
Beaverdale Reunion will take 
place on the traditional date, 
the last Sunday in June, during 
the SNPJ Lodge picnic at the 
SNPJ Farm. It will be a great 
chance to renew friendships 
and remember relatives, good 
times and events, so pass the 
word on to friends and family. 
We’re looking forward to a 
good gathering next year! For 
more information, contact Lee 
Jackopin at (440) 943-3170.

The 29th annual Beaverdale Reunion, held June 25 at the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, Ohio, 
welcomed a group of 24. Next year’s Beaverdale Reunion, the 30th such gathering, will be held 
at the Farm on the last Sunday of June.

Tradition continues for the Beaverdale reunion

by Cerkev Miška
Lodge 321

WARREN, Ohio — Splish, splash! 
Nobody was in the bath at the Lodge 
321 fall picnic, but my girls Evalyn and 
Lillian Church were in the pool having 
a blast. Aunt Gail Church and grandma 
Joy Church certainly didn’t miss out on 
the fun either. However, mom Kelley 
Church and dad John Church were fan-

tastic cheerleaders while Fred Church 
worked the grill.

Kelley made a Suddenly Pasta Salad, 
which was great, although she could have 
used a little more cheese. Well, a lot more 
cheese, but everyone knows the miška 
always wants more cheese! My girl Joy 
made a ton of fabulous stuff.

After the fun of swimming and the 
enjoyment of eating, all of the girls enjoyed 

a game of croquet. Everyone enjoyed 
watching Evalyn ride her bike through 
the yard with no training wheels, and I’m 
pretty sure everyone in the neighborhood 
heard her cheer, “I got it!”

Well, I must say I’m glad I rested up and 
made room for the Lodge 321 fall picnic 
with all its food and fun. The next time 
I get to see everyone will be in October, 
so it’s nap time until then. See you soon!

Lodge 321 members gather for an August picnic
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CLEVELAND — Sis.  
Frances Matish of Lodge 
53 has outlived her insur-
ance policy. She writes: 

“I was born Dec. 18, 
1920, in Adrian, Upshur County, W.Va., to Slovenian par-
ents. My father, Franc Mezgec, was from Mrse, located in 
the Brkini area of Primorska, Slovenia. My mother, Maria 
Demsar, was from Nova Vas, a hamlet of Ziri in the Gore-
njska region of Slovenia. My late siblings were Franciska 
Usenicnik and Albina Separovic, both of whom chose to 
remain in Slovenia, Matthew ‘Mike’ and Mirko ‘Marion’ 
Selyak, Olga Matish, and Pauline Cook. My surviving 
brother, Frank Mezgec, now lives with me.

“My husband, Anton ‘Andy’ Matish, passed away in 
1980. We had two children, Phillip (wife Brenda Ola) and 
the late Norma Nelson. Our family relocated to Cleveland 
in 1953 and we lived in the Collinwood area. I now reside 
in Euclid, Ohio. I have two grandchildren, Phillip A. 
(Katherine Tritt) and Alison Joy (John Tripodis); and three 
great-grandchildren, Ashlyn and Andrew Matish, and Maria 
Tripodis. I loved baby sitting them and still enjoy spending 
as much time as possible with each and every one of them.

“For 30 years I worked as a utility operator for General 
Electric at Nela Park. I used to do a lot of gardening and 
canning, but I don’t have as much energy as I once did. I’m 
still able to clean the house, wash clothes, cook, bake and 
grocery shop, although I recently gave up driving. I was 
always very proud to be a member of SNPJ.”

On behalf of the members of Lodge 53 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we extend best wishes to Sis. 
Matish for continued good health and happiness.

Cooking, 
baking 
among 
hobbies

Sis. FRANCES MATISH (53)

Outlived Members
best wishes to our

MILWAUKEE — Sis. 
Angela W. Godec of Lodge 
584 has outlived her life 
insurance policy.

Born Oct. 20, 1916, in Aurora, Minn., Sis. Godec is the 
daughter of the late Frank and Mary (Rangus) Jasper. She 
moved to Ely, Minn., at age 9 and lived there her entire 
life. She married Joseph “Phil” Godec in 1938 and they 
celebrated 61 years of marriage before his passing in 1999. 
She is the mother of Phyllis (Robert) Petrick, Judith (Larry) 
Ravlin and Frederick (Charlotte) Godec. Angela is also the 
grandmother of 11, great-grandmother of 22 and great-great-
grandmother of one.

Sis. Godec was a homemaker and a member of St. An-
thony’s Catholic Church. She was a three-year president and 
advisor of the Ely Business Women’s Club, a member of 
the Ely Business and Professional Women’s Organization, 
Graduate Regent of the Women of the Moose #339 and an 
active member of the Red Cross Volunteers. She held the 
office of president for the former SNPJ Lodge 268, and was 
a 25-year member of the Slovenian Catholic Church Choir, 
who also recorded two records.

Angela is a 78-year member of the Slovenian Women’s 
Union and had been named Mother of the Year. She was 
also a member of the Dawn Club and was the cover girl of 
their official coast-to-coast publication Zarja, for which 
she wrote for five years. She was very proud to have been a 
member of the original Northland Cadets Marching Team 
from its inception until its demise, holding the position of 
staff sergeant.

She was a member of the Vermillion Range Settlers 
Association, Senior Citizen’s Association, Ely Dance 
Club, Wilderness Dance Club, Range Polka Club and the 
NABA Association. Angela was patient number one at Ely 
Bloomenson Hospital in Ely, something she has always 
been proud of.

Sis. Godec resides at Guardian Angels Health and Re-
habilitation in Hibbing, Minn., where she is an active bingo 
player and attends all social events.

On behalf of the members of Lodge 584 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we extend best wishes to Sis. Godec 
for continued good health and happiness. 

Member 
a former 
Lodge 
president

Sis. ANGELA W. GODEC (584)

LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR

I would like to thank the 
Society for generously provid-
ing me with scholarship money 
over the past four years. The 
money has greatly helped my 
family and me as I completed 
my journey at Heidelberg 
University.

While at Heidelberg, I 
played soccer for four years 
while studying athletic train-
ing. I graduated this past May 
with a bachelor of science 
degree in athletic training and 
a minor in wellness. This fall 
I will be attending Southeast 
Missouri State University as 
a graduate assistant athletic 
trainer. There I will be work-
ing as an athletic trainer with 
the football team while I work 
toward my master of science 
degree in nutrition and exercise 
science. 

I would also like to say 
a special thank you to my 
grandmother, Martha Meglich, 
the best grandma ever, for 
everything she’s done for me. 
She is the Lodge 53 secretary 
and the person who got me in-
volved with the Society, which 
has benefited me greatly. She’s 
been alongside me every step of 
the way, even making it out to 
a few soccer games and to my 

PROSVETA welcomes let-
ters to the editor from all 
SNPJ members. All submis-
sions to Letters to the Editor 
must include a name, ad-
dress, Lodge and telephone 
number for verification, and 
all are subject to editing. The 
views expressed in Letters 
to the Editor are those of the 
contributor and not neces-
sarily those of the Slovene 
National Benefit Society or 
PROSVETA.

Letters to the Editor submis-
sions should be addressed 
to SNPJ PROSVETA, Att’n: 
Letters to the Editor, 247 
West Allegheny Rd., Impe-
rial, PA 15126. Letters may 
also be faxed to (724) 695-
1555 or e-mailed to snpj@
snpj.com. Not all letters will 
be printed or individually 
acknowledged.

SNPJ Scholarship Program a generous benefit for young adult members
commencement at Heidelberg 
University.

GREG RAIMoNDo
Lodge 53, Parma, Ohio

Best wishes to 
Miss SNPJ 2018 
A letter to Miss SNPJ 2018 
Lauren Sebusch (576):

“Dear Lauren, congratula-
tions on winning the Miss 
SNPJ Pageant! I cannot wait 
to see all the fun you will have 
representing this organization 
in your many travels around 
the country. I know you are a 
perfect fit for this title.

“We became friends not too 
long ago when we were placed 
in the same classroom for the 
New Avenues to Independence 
summer camp program. While 
dealing with multiple children 
with various disabilities, we 
became close as we worked 
together to provide the best 
experience for this group of 
preschoolers. With this being 
my first time working at the 
camp, I was initially very anx-
ious about what to expect from 
the program and my cowork-
ers. You showed me that true 
friendships can form from the 
New Avenues program, and I 
am so thankful for that.

“Additionally, you have 
gone through so much this year 
while remaining the strong 
person I know you are. My 
family knew of your grandma 
through her prominent role in 
SNPJ, and we were deeply sad-
dened to hear of her passing. 
Having lost two grandparents 
myself in the past two years, I 
know the immense pain you 
must have felt, and probably 
still feel every day. However, 
I am sure you have made her 
proud through your travels 
to Slovenia this summer and 
becoming the new Miss SNPJ. 

Recent Heidelberg University 
graduate GREG RAIMoNDo 
(53) with his grandmother, 
Lodge 53 Secretary MARTHA 
MEGlICH.

Although the pain is still there 
and will probably stick with 
you for a long time, know that 
things will get a little better 
and brighter each day. I’m 
sure she is looking down on 
you and smiling at everything 
you have accomplished in just 
a few short months.

“I am so thankful for your 
friendship and know we will 
stay close for years to come. 
Who knows, maybe we will 
end up at the same graduate 
school! Congratulations, again, 
on winning Miss SNPJ; I know 
you will be a great representa-
tive for an organization that 
has played a part in each of 
our lives.”

EMIlY vElICHKA
Lodge 604, Wickliffe, Ohio

Young Adult 
Conference a 
great opportunity

My name is Nicole Delano 
and I live in Florida. I turned 19 
earlier this year, which allowed 
me to attend the 2017 Young 
Adult Conference. Flying to 
Pennsylvania was a lot of fun. 
The last time I visited Pennsyl-
vania, I was only 9 years old.

Once I arrived at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, I received 
my cabin key and headed down 
the road to see where I would 
be staying. The cabins were 
wonderful, and my cabin-
mates made me feel at home.

Various meetings were 
held throughout the three-day 
conference, and we talked 
about many different things as 
a group. We compared Lodges, 
thought of ideas on how to get 
more people involved with 
SNPJ, explored the SNPJ 
website and learned about our 
culture.

There were two service 

projects that we could choose 
from during the conference. I 
decided to help pack chemo 
care bags for local people in 
need. It was a great experi-
ence, and I had fun while 
participating.

On our last night, we were 
able to party in the pavilion. 
A long night of eating, playing 
beanbag toss and dancing to 
live polka music left everyone 
exhausted but satisfied. On the 
last day, I found it hard to say 
goodbye to all the people I had 
met during the conference.

This experience allowed 
me to learn many things about 
myself and my culture. When 
I returned home to Florida, I 
found myself missing the hills, 
cabins and beautiful view that 
I was able to enjoy during the 
conference. I can’t wait to go 
back next year and experience 
it all again!

NIColE DElANo
Lodge 629, Port St. Lucie, Fla.

The meeting was called to order at 2:30 p.m. by 
Chairman Clifford with Brothers Anderson and 
Hervol joining by teleconference, and Brothers 
Evanish and Lawrence in attendance.
A motion was made by Brother Evanish, 
second by Brother Anderson, to approve the 
minutes of the October 20, 2016, meeting. 
Motion approved.
A motion was made by Bro. Anderson, second 
by Bro. Hervol, to approve the secretary’s (Na-
tional Treasurer’s) report of bond purchases 
and disposals for the fourth quarter of 2016. 
Motion approved.
Reviewed the portfolio and transactions for 

the period.
Joined by phone conference at 3 p.m. with Wel-
lington Management Company representatives 
Marc Mercurio, Mike Stack and Abigail Claire.
Discussion and questions on capital markets 
review by Mike Stack.
The committee reviewed portfolio performance, 
outlook and strategy, and compliance issues.
The committee thanked the Wellington repre-
sentatives for the presentation and ended the 
phone conference at 3:45 p.m.
Discussion on the status of Avella Lodge 
property.

Discussion on the report of the Finance Com-
mittee to the National Board. Motion by Bro. 
Anderson, second by Bro. Hervol, to approve 
the report for presentation to the National 
Board. Motion approved.

The next meeting will be held Friday, April 28, 
2017, at 9:30 a.m.

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 4 p.m. by 
Bro. Hervol, second by Bro. Anderson. Mo-
tion approved.

Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting
held Jan. 26, 2017, at the SNPJ Home Office, Imperial, Pa.

Report of the Secretary for the period Oct. 1 through Dec. 31, 2016
Purchases:
Trade Date Security Description Coupon Yield Par Value Cost Maturity Date Rating
11/21/2016 Air Lease Corp. 4.250%  3.900%  $525,000  $536,825  09/15/2024 BBB
11/14/2016 Capital One Financial 3.750%  4.040%   550,000   537,152  07/28/2026 BBB-
11/21/2016 Comcast Corp. 6.950%  4.360%   225,000   303,845  08/15/2037 A-
10/20/2016 Commonwealth Fing Auth PA 4.144%  4.140%   675,000   679,932  06/01/2038 A+
12/21/2016 Bremen IL SD AGM 5.019%  5.020%   360,000   360,000  12/01/2041 AA
12/21/2016 Cox Communications 4.800%  5.390%   225,000   209,768  02/01/2035 BBB
11/15/2016 ERAC USA Financial 6.700%  4.710%   345,000   426,465  06/01/2034 BBB+
12/22/2016 FMR LLC 5.150%  4.770%   250,000   264,045  02/01/2043 A+
11/28/2016 Host Hotel & Resort 4.000%  4.190%   600,000   592,092  06/15/2025 BBB
11/15/2016 Kraft Foods Group 6.500%  4.730%   175,000   218,474  02/09/2040 BBB-
10/13/2016 Noble Energy Inc 5.250%  5.040%   625,000   644,269  11/15/2043 BBB
11/21/2016 Pacific Gas & Electric 6.050%  4.030%   225,000   281,131  03/01/2034 BBB+
11/15/2016 Simon Property Group 4.250%  4.290%   650,000   645,957  11/30/2046 A
10/19/2016 Teva Pharmaceutical 6.150%  4.200%   225,000   282,449  02/01/2036 BBB

Sales or Full Calls:
Disposal Date Security Description Coupon Yield Par Value Consideration Maturity Date Gain/Loss
11/21/2016 Comerica Bank 5.750%  5.660%  $1,500,000  $1,500,000  11/21/2016 $0 
11/04/2016 Liberty Property MTN 7.500%  7.882%   500,000   539,386  01/15/2018  41,536 
10/13/2016 Canadian Nat’l Resource 6.250%  5.365%   425,000   485,605  03/15/2038  13,042 
11/21/2016 Pfizer Inc. 6.200%  5.191%   700,000   772,961  03/15/2019  57,714 
10/21/2016 Teck Resources Limited 4.750%  4.769%   335,000   337,513  01/15/2022

RoBERT J. lAwRENCE
Secretary, Finance Committee

RoGER C. ClIFFoRD
Chairman

RoBERT J. lAwRENCE
Secretary

by JOE VALENCIC (5)
Cleveland Polka Hall of Fame

KIRTLAND, Ohio — Who will take the 
crown for sausage king or queen? You de-
cide by casting your vote at the 14th annual 
Slovenian Sausage Festival, hosted by the 
National Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame, 
Wednesday, Sept. 13. Your favorite polka 
bands and sausage-makers will converge at 
the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, Ohio, for eight 
hours of non-stop music and munching from 
noon until 8 p.m. 

It’s polka music’s top sausage party! Dance 
to 13 Cleveland-style orchestras, including 

Hall of Famer Fred Ziwich, the Button Box 
Divas, Anthony Culkar, Frank Stanger, 
Aaron Dussing, the Western Pennsylvania 
SNPJ Button Box Club, the Summit Button 
Boxers, Kathy Hlad, Ron Likovic, Patty C & 
The Guys, and the Button Box Band of the 
Year, the Fairport Jammers. More bands will 
be announced.

Bring your accordion and jam along. 
Sample smoked Slovenian sausages from 
several makers, then make your choice for 
the tastiest. More sausages, treats and refresh-
ments will await between musical numbers. 
The 2017 Klobasa Crown will be presented 

at 7 p.m.
The SNPJ Farm is located at 10946 Heath 

Road in Kirtland, off Chardon Road (Route 
6), three miles east of Route 306 and six 
miles west of Route 44. Get an advance ticket 
for $10 through the Polka Hall of Fame, 605 
East 222nd St. in Euclid, Ohio, next to Euclid 
City Hall. The Hall of Fame is open Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission will be $12 at the 
door; guests 18 and under are admitted free 
of charge. For additional details contact the 
Hall of Fame by phoning (216) 261-FAME 
or by e-mailing Polkashop@aol.com.

Slovenian 
klobase will 

rule the 14th 
Polka Hall 

of Fame 
Sausage 
Festival, 

scheduled 
Sept. 13 at the 
SNPJ Farm in 
Kirtland, Ohio

SNPJ Farm looking to crown a new klobase champion
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SNPJ fraternal sympathies

PROSVETA 2017 Publication Dates

Publication dates are highlighted in black boxes; deadline dates are circled. The deadline for submissions is noon 
on the third Wednesday of each month, unless otherwise noted above or on the front page. Submissions may be 
mailed to PROSVETA at 247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126; faxed to (724) 695-1555; e-mailed to 
prosveta@snpj.com; or submitted via the Publications section of the SNPJ website, www.snpj.org.
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On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 89 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Sis. 
Janeshek’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

sis. Wilma m. martiNcic
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the June 30, 2017, 
passing of Sis. Wilma M.  
Martincic, 92, of Canonsburg, 
Pa., in her home surrounded 
by family.

Sis. Martincic was born 
Feb. 1, 1925, in Midway, Pa., 
a daughter of the late Frank 
and Pauline Nagode Kosem. 
She married Jacob J. Martincic 
on Feb. 8, 1947. He preceded 
her in death on Dec. 19, 2006.

In addition to 74 years of 
SNPJ membership, she was a 
faithful member of St. Patrick 
Roman Catholic Church in 
Canonsburg.

Sis. Martincic loved to 
travel and kept close ties 
with her family abroad. She 
was very active in Slovenian 
cultural and fraternal activi-
ties. In 2015, she celebrated 
the 100th anniversary of the 
Nagode family Christmas Eve 
reunion.

She is survived by two 
daughters, Joyce A. (Joseph) 

Hezir and Patricia C. Dalton; 
two granddaughters, Alexan-
dra and Damjan Hezir; and 
two great-granddaughters, 
Lily and Eve Hezir. Deceased, 
in addition to her husband 
and parents, are three broth-
ers, Frank, Edwin and John 
Kosem; and a sister, Julia 
Kosem, who died in infancy.

A blessing service for Sis. 
Martincic was held July 3 in 
Salandra Funeral and Crema-
tion Services, Inc., Canons-
burg. Interment followed in 
St. Patrick Cemetery.

The family suggests me-
morial contributions to the 
American Slovenian Radio 
Program, 381 F St., Pittsburgh, 
PA 15209.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Martincic’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

sis. mary Vehar
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report a second recent loss 
with the July 17, 2017, pass-
ing of Sis. Mary Vehar, 92, of 
Strabane.

Sis. Vehar was born Sept. 
26, 1924, in Canonsburg, Pa., 
a daughter of John and Anna 
Gresko Almasy. She graduated 
in 1943 with the first graduat-
ing class of Chartiers-Houston 
High School.

She was a 57-year member 
of SNPJ Lodge 138, a mem-
ber of Greek Catholic Union, 
and a devout member of St. 
Michael Byzantine Catholic 
Church in Canonsburg. She en-

joyed bowling in the women’s 
leagues at the SNPJ and KSKJ 
lodges in Strabane, and loved 
gardening and needlework.

Prior to her retirement, she 
worked for 25 years as a sec-
retary for Washington County 
District Justice Henry Mavrich.

On Oct. 7, 1950, she married 
Jacob V. Vehar II. He preceded 
her in death on May 28, 2012. 
They shared more than 62 years 
of marriage together.

Surviving are three sons, 
Jacob V. “Jack” (Barbara) 
Vehar III of Holbrook, Pa., 
Thomas V. (Tamme) Vehar of 
Chartiers Twp., Pa, and Timo-
thy Vehar of Strabane; a sister, 
Nancy Almasy of Canonsburg; 
seven grandchildren, Kristen 
Vehar, Josh Vehar, Ian Vehar, 
Jacob V. (Courtney) Vehar IV, 
Heather Vehar, Claire Vehar 
and Nicole Vehar; two great-
grandchildren, Cassidy Vehar 
and Ainsley Vehar; and several 
nieces and nephews. She also 
leaves behind her companion, 
her West Highland terrier, 
Penny.

In addition to her parents 
and husband, she was pre-
deceased by two brothers, 
Thomas Almasy and Edward 
“DiDi” Almasy; a sister, 
Matilda “Tillie” Debbis; and 
a great-grandchild, Keithian.

Panachida services and de-
parting prayers for Sis. Vehar 
were held at Sollon Funeral 
Home, Ltd., Canonsburg, fol-
lowed by a divine liturgy on 
July 21 in St. Michael Byzan-
tine Catholic Church, officiated 
by Fr. Joseph Raptosh. Inter-
ment followed in Forest Lawn 
Gardens, McMurray, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 

SNPJ Crossword
HOLLYWOOD LEGENDS (#0817) solution

sis. della JaNeshek
• Lodge 89 •

MIDWAY, Pa. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 89 sadly an-
nounce the June 21, 2017, 
passing of Sis. Della Janeshek, 
95, of Pittsburgh, formerly of 
Midway, in Good Samaritan 
Hospice, Wexford, Pa.

Sis. Janeshek was born 
April 21, 1922, a daughter of 
the late Frank and Johanna 
Rajsek Zalaznik. A 77-year 
SNPJ Lodge 89 member, she 
was also a member of St. Ann 
Roman Catholic Church in 
Bulger, Pa.

Surviving are a daugh-
ter, Susan (Bruce) Ellis; 
two grandchildren, Rebecca 
(Alex) Hall and Katie Ellis; 
and three great-grandchildren, 
Gavin Hall, Mia Hall and 
Michael Crusan.

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by 
her husband, Ernest Janeshek; 
and siblings Jean Doran, Kath-
ryn Martin, Wilda Janeshek, 
Lillian Sray, Francis Bucheli, 
Emma Roach and Frank, Ray-
mond and Donald Zalaznik. 
She was the last of her im-
mediate family.

A blessing service for Sis. 
Janeshek was held June 24 in 
Thomas-Little Funeral Ser-
vice, Inc., Midway. Interment 
followed in Center Cemetery, 
Midway.

DEATHS REPoRTED
For the month of June 2017
   DATE oF
loDGE NAME DEATH CITY-STATE
 A02 Wayne R. Yetter 05-28-2017 Wexford, Pa.
 6 Jane F. Secco 05-30-2017 Burgettstown, Pa.
 6 Susan F. Stopperich 05-25-2017 Carnegie, Pa.
 6 Herman E. Mantz 05-26-2017 Matthews, N.C.
 6 Ann Ursitz 05-12-2017 Canonsburg, Pa.
 33 Tula M. Matsukas 05-09-2017 Beaver Falls, Pa.
 41 Geraldine A. Koch 06-12-2017 Bancroft, Wis.
 53 Jerry Kosmach Jr. 05-12-2017 Concord, Ohio
 87 Dorothy R. Yurkovich 06-11-2017 N. Huntingdon, Pa.
 106 Earl Oehm 11-16-2016 McKees Rocks, Pa.
 106 Kimberly Bonfanti 06-08-2017 Moon Twp., Pa.
 138 Larry A. Zofchak 06-09-2017 Muse, Pa.
 138 David S. Morris 06-05-2017 Imperial, Pa.
 142 Edwin G. Grosel 05-14-2017 Euclid, Ohio
 158 John A. Zigman III 04-13-2017 W. Farmington, Ohio
 158 John E. Moore 03-27-2017 Willowick, Ohio
 158 Charles Strell 05-12-2017 Cleveland, Ohio
 158 Edmund M. Trsinar 04-27-2017 Macedonia, Ohio
 198 Frank Urbanz Jr. 05-15-2017 Clintonville, Wis.
 216 Richard K. Makin 12-18-2016 Saxonburg, Pa.
 223 Martha L. Stanton 05-18-2017 Greensburg, Pa.
 371 Frederick Zevart 09-02-2015 Meridian, Idaho
 559 Frances T. Sovich 04-17-2017 Crest Hill, Ill.
 581 Carl Strenfel 08-30-2015 Kingston, Pa.
 584 Frances Santilli 03-30-2017 Brookfield, Wis.
 584 Donald P. Mohr 05-12-2017 Wauwatosa, Wis.
 604 Albert J. Klinek 04-24-2017 Mayfield Village, Ohio
 643 Hazel M. Boop 05-23-2017 Girard, Ohio
 643 Annalee Park 04-22-2017 Girard, Ohio
 665 Kenneth L. Guerra 06-07-2017 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 689 Anna Cowdrick 03-14-2017 Salt Lake City, Utah
 689 Ruth G. Pecharich 05-06-2017 Salt Lake City, Utah
 715 Margaret L. Gross 06-02-2017 Monroeville, Pa.
 729 Jean H. Debevec 03-27-2017 Monongahela, Pa.
 729 Donna J. Stanisz-Wetzler 04-30-2017 Monessen, Pa.
 738 Robert R. Richter 04-20-2016 Renton, Wash.
 749 Louis Vettori 05-29-2017 Johnstown, Pa.
 749 Antonia Harris 04-04-2016 Whitehall, Pa.
 776 Ruth Bell 03-08-2017 New Castle, Pa.
 776 Carl L. Patterson 05-23-2017 New Castle, Pa.
 776 Theodore Majocha 05-03-2017 New Castle, Pa.

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO

extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Vehar’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. stefaN Nemeth Jr.
• Lodge 2 •

LA SALLE, Ill. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 2 sadly announce 
the July 18, 2017, passing of 
Bro. Stefan “Steve” Nemeth 
Jr., 88, of Dalzell, Ill., in OSF 
St. Francis Medical Center, 
Peoria, Ill., surrounded by his 
lov ing fam ily.

Bro. Nemeth was born Oct. 
31, 1928, in Oglesby, Ill., to 
Stefan and Frances (Dvor-
nic) Nemeth. He mar ried Lois 
Fenza on Aug. 6, 1949, in St. 
Thomas More Church, Dalzell.

Bro. Nemeth was a veteran 
of the U.S. Navy, having served 
during World War II. He was a 
carpenter for over 40 years and 
was a 70-year SNPJ member. 
He was a loving husband, fa ther 
and grandfather.

Survivors include three 
children, Steven Nemeth, Lynn 
(Craig) Carlson and Paul (Lori) 
Nemeth; eight grandchildren; 
10 great-grandchildren; and 
one sister, Marie Rimmele.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; his wife, Lois 
Nemeth, on Feb. 4, 2017; and 
two sis ters, Anne Schmidt and 
Fran Kirbach.

Funeral services for Bro. 
Nemeth were celebrated July 
21 in Prey  Mueller Funeral 
Home, Oglesby, with the Rev. 
Steve Adamson officiating. 
Full military rites were con-
ducted by the Peru Veterans 
Memorial Group.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 2 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 

offer our condolences to Bro. 
Nemeth’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

sis. heleN Bores
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report a third recent loss with 
the July 22, 2017, passing of 
Sis. Helen Mae Rokach Bores, 
89, of Finleyville, Pa., with her 
family at her side.

Sis. Bores was born Jan. 9, 
1928, in Burgettstown, Pa., a 
daughter of the late George and 
Susan Omasta Rokach. She had 
retired as a clerk with the U.S. 
Postal Service in Finleyville.

In addition to 71 years of 
SNPJ membership, she was 
also a member of St. Francis 
of Assisi Church in Finleyville 
and the American Legion Post 
613 Auxiliary in Finleyville.

Surviving are son Joseph 
(Jody) Bores III of Houston, 
Texas; daughter Linda (Frank) 
Kozleuchar of Finleyville; 
four grandchildren; two great-
grandsons; and several nieces 
and nephews. She was pre-
deceased by her husband, 
Joseph Bores Jr., who died in 
November 1998; and a sister, 
Dolly Michalic.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Bores 
on July 26 in St. Francis of As-
sisi Church, officiated with the 
Rev. Robert J. Boyle. Interment 
followed in Queen of Heaven 
Cemetery, Peters Twp., Pa. 

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Bores’ family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

SNPJ Scholarship Fund Donations
for the months of June and July 2017
Gary & Mary Jane Cadez, Bend, Ore. ..........$150
 In memory of Rose Cadez
SNPJ Lodge 31, Sharon, Pa. .......................... $35
 In memory of Olga Moler
Michael J. Fleischhacker (8), Chicago............ $25
Dolores Novotny (8), North Riverisde, Ill. ....... $25
 In memory of Richard Paitl Sr.
Grace Doerk and family (559), Plainfield, Ill. .. $25
 In memory of Richard M. Paitl
Grace Doerk and family (559), Plainfield, Ill. .. $25
 In memory of Frank A. Novotny
Bob & Rose Marie Lawrence (138),
Strabane, Pa. .................................................. $20
 In memory of Mary Vehar
Bob & Rose Marie Lawrence (138),
Strabane, Pa. .................................................. $20
 In memory of Larry Zofchak
JoAnn Mals (138), Washington, Pa. ................$10
 In memory of Bill Tkach
SNPJ Lodge 265, Southview, Pa. ....................$10
 In memory of Tony Slugo

Sophie Pavlich (153), Poland, Ohio .................$10
 In memory of her husband, Steve E. Pavlich
Sophie Pavlich (153), Poland, Ohio .................$10
 In memory of Christine M. Crnic

The following donations were made
in memory of Donald Mohr:

Jeff Gawelski, Glendale, Wis. .......................$100
Alfred A. Drosen Jr., Milwaukee ....................$100
Bill & Joy Powers ............................................ $30
Caroline Klebenow ......................................... $25
David A. Krocka, West Allis, Wis. ................... $20

The following donations were made
in memory of Otto Doerk:

Betty Navordnik, Cicero, Ill. ...........................$100
Vince & Tina Rigler (449), Lemont, Ill. ............ $50
Richard & Alice Hill, Haslett, Mich. ................. $50
John & Marilyn Rokavec, LaGrange, Ill. ......... $50

Mark & Rosalie Oppenheim,
Downers Grove, Ill. ......................................... $50
Jean Cherway (559), Brookfield, Ill. ............... $25
Ed & Sharon Kovac, Downers Grove, Ill. ........ $25
Pete & Helen Mihalkanin, Berwyn, Ill. ............ $25
Evelyn Paitl (8), Mesa, Ariz. ........................... $25
Dolores Novotny (8), North Riverside, Ill. ....... $25
Marianne Murray (1) and her sons,
Michael and Patrick, Chicago.......................... $25
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Elish (142), Canonsburg, Pa. ..$25
Delores Spelich (2), La Salle, Ill. .................... $25
Lillian Camasta (559), Lisle, Ill. ....................... $20
Bob & Cecilia (576) Dolgan,
Indian Head Park, Ill. ...................................... $20
Geri Matiasek, Countryside, Ill. ...................... $20
Michael (559) & Sandra Vidmar, Joliet, Ill. ..... $20
Krystyna Scot, Cicero, Ill. ................................$10
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• Receive $10 for each valid referral submitted.
• Every valid referral earns the recommender
 one chance in the Quarterly Drawing for an
 opportunity to win $100.
• Every valid referral also earns the recommender 

one chance in the Year-end Drawing for an
 opportunity to win $500 cash.

By submitting one valid referral,
you have the opportunity to earn

a total of $610 in cash prizes!

Recommender Benefits

The SNPJ Recommender Program provides an 
opportunity for adult members to encourage 
family, friends, children and acquaintances to join 
the Slovene National Benefit Society and take 
advantage of SNPJ’s competitive products and 
numerous fraternal benefits. Not only will you 
be helping a friend and strengthening our Society, 
you’ll also be receiving benefits yourself.

I would like to introduce
_________________________________________

for SNPJ membership
Please contact: __________________________________________
 (Parent or guardian if under age 18)

Address: _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________

Phone: (             ) _________________________________________

Indicate Preferred Agent ___________________________________
 (Optional)

My Name: ______________________________________________

My Lodge Number: _______________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________

Phone: (             ) _________________________________________

e-mail __________________________________________________

Each individual must be informed that an agent will contact him/her and the referral
must have some interest in SNPJ in order for the recommender to be considered valid.

Complete this coupon and return to
Slovene National Benefit Society

Att’n: Marketing Department
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA 15126

SNPJ Recommender Program

Badger Jabber
by BOB SMOLE

Lodge 584

MILWAUKEE — The Badger Lodge 
584 August meeting was called to order 
by President Tim Donovan at 7 p.m. All 
officers were present. A moment of silence 
was observed for deceased members Bro. 
Mark Krueger, and Sisters Rose Burger, 
Mabel Zemlen and Caroline Lesnjak.  The 
Badger Lodge extends deepest sympathies 
to the families of these members.

Recording Secretary Mary Donovan 
read the minutes of the previous meeting 
which were accepted as read. Secretary/
Treasurer Jeff Mlaker presented the 
Lodge financial report, and reported that 
our Lodge has 1,203 adult members and 
82 youth members on record. Both of his 
reports were accepted as presented.

Under communications, a written re-
port was read from Sis. Amber Schweiger, 
who represented the Badger Lodge at 
this year’s SNPJ Young Adult Confer-
ence.  She reported on the activities that 
they were engaged in, such as a highway 
clean-up and cancer charity bag assembly. 
Amber reported that a long discussion 
was held regarding changing the Young 
Adult Conference to every other year, 
which was voted down by the represen-
tatives in attendance. She indicated that 
she appreciated having been selected as 
our Lodge representative and is looking 
forward to this event next year.

A letter was received from the Wiscon-
sin Breast Cancer Showhouse (WBCS) 
thanking our Lodge for the recent donation 
of $1698.66; the proceeds from the SNPJ 
Tony Mlinar Sr. Memorial Golf Outing. 

A lengthy discussion was held regard-
ing the future of the annual Badger Lodge 
Christmas party. Each year, a lot of effort 
goes into holding this event, and each year 
the attendance seems to become less and 
less. Sis. Mary Donovan sent out an e-mail 
to most of the attendees from previous 
years requesting some input in regards 
to continuing this annual holiday event 
which is geared toward our younger mem-
bers (to which she received no replies). 

These youngster have the opportunity 
to interact with members of their own age, 
complete a craft project, enjoy snacks and 
lunch, plus, to top it all off, enjoy a chat 
with Santa Claus and receive a Christmas 
gift. This is offered at no cost to them 
or their parents, just for being an SNPJ 
member! Now who, I ask, who wouldn’t 
jump at a chance like this? It was decided 
at this meeting that our Saturday, Dec. 2, 
date could be canceled unless some inter-
est is shown. Please contact Sis. Mary 
Donovan with your comments.

Should we cancel? Should we continue 
hosting the Christmas party that has been 
part of our Lodge schedule for the past 
60-plus years? Quite frankly, I opt for the 
latter. Once something is gone, it rarely 

returns. Let’s make an honest effort to 
maintain this party as part of our Lodge 
holiday events. Contact Sis. Donovan at 
(414) 405-0532 or send her an e-mail to  
marydonovan@aol.com (please indicate 
“Badger Christmas party future” in your 
subject line). Sis. Donovan would appreci-
ate all replies before Sept. 10.

Bro. John Bolka, a former Young Adult 
Conference delegate, was in attendance 
at this meeting and was asked: “What 
made him interested in or look forward to 
when it came to the Badger Lodge annual 
Christmas party?” He replied that he was 
motivated to attend these events because 
of his parents leading him to participate. 
Bro. Bolka felt that his parents were the 
driving force for all of his past engage-
ments with the SNPJ. So, you see, parents 
are important in guiding our young mem-
bers into activities. Parents, we need to 
be more proactive in suggesting activity 
in our heritage and the SNPJ, which is a 
large portion of the Slovenian heritage, 
social activities and participating groups. 

A discussion followed with: “Do you 
think there would be more interest gener-
ated if our Lodge would have a Facebook 
page?” Resulting from this discussion, 
Bro. John Bolka agreed to look into this 
possibility and contact Bro. Kevin Rich-
ards at SNPJ Home Office for direction.  
Sis. Mary Donovan and Bro. Bolka would 
be working together to obtain informa-
tion on the availability and feasibility of 
an SNPJ Badger Lodge Facebook page. 

There were no birthdays to celebrate 
in August, and Bro. Jeff Mlaker was the 
winner of the monthly attendance award.  
There was no other business brought forth, 
hence a motion to adjourn was made, 
seconded and approved, and the meeting 
was adjourned.  

The scheduled ice cream social was to 
follow the meeting – and quickly, so the 
ice cream wouldn’t melt. A variety of ice 
cream toppings, cookies and a chocolate 
cake were available to entice the taste 
buds; all very tasty and enjoyable.

Even though the attendance was small, 
this was a very productive meeting. Many 
good discussions and some solutions, or at 
least interest, was shown toward solutions.  
This is where decisions are generated and 
made, at the regular monthly meetings.   

I spoke with Bro. Tom Gehm who 
indicated that he is doing well following 
heart surgery in March. He continues with 
his cardiac therapy, and says he is doing 
well and is looking forward to coming to 
the monthly meeting in September. We 
all wish Bro. Gehm the best in his rehab. 
We look forward to seeing you at the next 
meeting as well, Tom. 

I was also in contact with Bro. Bob 
Alpner. Bro. Alpner relocated to the Vil-
lage of Manor Park and is becoming used 
to the new style of life that accompanies 
this move. He likes it and has made many 
new friends, which isn’t hard for Bro. Bob 
to do. He and his friends get together for 
weekly card games and video bowling.  

The video bowling is not what he did for 
many years, but at least it comes close.  
He misses everyone at the Badger Lodge 
meetings and sends them his love. 

The Crivitz, Wis., community was 
buzzing with anticipation and excitement 
on Saturday, Aug. 12, especially at the 
Wene’s Slovenian Ponderosa where good 
friends and SNPJ members Bro. Don and 
Sis. Georgene Wene were celebrating their 
60th wedding anniversary. Their actual 
anniversary is in December, but since 
they wanted to celebrate with their huge 
family and many friends, they decided 
to hold the gathering in August when the 
weather is more accommodating for a 
“good ole Slovenian-style picnic.”  Well, 
they planned it right!

The weather was very accommodating 
and their beautiful yard setting was in im-
maculate shape. The grill was loaded with 
49 chickens and one (slightly familiar) 
pig. A number of tents were strategically 
placed for shade, and the Brewhouse Polka 
Kings (Bro. Grant Kozera, Steve on the 
drums and Gus on the banjo and guitar) 
in the pole barn filled the surrounding 
atmosphere with toe-tapping polka music, 
which made it possible for roughly 100 of 
Don and Georgene’s family and friends to 
help make this a successful celebration.   

Don and Georgene can be very proud 
of their wonderful children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren who worked 
so hard and well together to make this 
celebration a memorable one for them 
and for all who attended. The chickens 
and pig were grilled to perfection, and 
plenty of accompanying foods enhanced 
this great spread.  Then there were cakes, 
strudels (apple and cheese) and other 
goodies on the dessert table. And we can’t 
forget the liquid refreshments, amber and 
otherwise. Man, what a feast! What a 
party! Congratulations to Bro. Don and 
Sis. Georgene Wene on this milestone 
60th wedding anniversary. Let’s do it 
again next year for the 61st!

Let’s not forget the Fun-O-Leer annual 
golf outing. There are still openings as of 
this writing. Interested? The outing will 
be played Saturday, Sept. 16, with tee 
times starting at 9 a.m. at Brookfield Hills 
Golf Club. The $50 per golfer entry fee 
includes your greens fee, cart rental, lunch 
and two drinks. You will be able to enjoy 
a beautiful day on the links with friends 
and help the Fun-O-Leer club raise some 
funds for the various charities that they 
support. A good portion of the proceeds are 
used in our charity fund. Give Fun-O-Leer 
member and outing coordinator Dennis 
Barrington a call at (414) 745-3975 for 
availability and registration. Come join 
the camaraderie. 

The next regular Badger Lodge 584 
meeting will be held at the Mary Queen 
of Heaven gym, 2360 S. 106st St. in West 
Allis, Wis., on Sept. 15 starting at 7 p.m.  
See if you can be in attendance to voice 
your opinion or suggestions regarding the 
various topics on the agenda.

SNPJ HERITAGE CENTER
FROM PAGE 1 

cheese reception on the Wednesday of 
each Family Week, as well as during 
Senior Week. 

Let’s not forget Heritage Weekend, 
held June 9-10, for which we provided 
the music. We were quite busy during 
the Slovenefest weekend as well, when 
we always enjoy seeing so many of our 
SNPJ friends. And, of course, our museum 
and gift shop were open every Saturday 
in June, July and August.

As the summer season comes to a close, 
make plans for one more great weekend 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center during 
Labor Day weekend. Join your friends in 
the Gostilna Friday, Sept. 1, as the Polka 
Bros perform from 8 to 11 p.m. Saturday 
night, Sept. 2, features the barn dance with 
Patty C & The Guys playing from 7 to 10 
p.m. and a jam session to follow. 

This event is compliments of the 
Heritage Center and is presented as a 
throwback to the jam sessions that took 
place in the barn in the late 1960s and 

early 1970s.
The annual picnic and dance in the 

Heritage Pavilion completes the weekend. 
Admission is free, compliments of the 
Heritage Center, with the Joe Grkman 
and Frank Stanger orchestras alternating 
from 2 to 8 p.m.

The month of September wraps-up 
with the annual Wine & Sausage Fest on 
Sept. 30. The Heritage Center will have 
a booth set up with Slovenian wine that 
we’ll be sharing with everyone in atten-
dance. Živio!

SNPJ Heritage Center winding down the summer seasonANNOUNCE IT

Seniors activity nets member 
a Girl Scout Gold Award

LA SALLE, Ill. — 
SNPJ Lodge 2 member 
Katarina Jakimier, a 
15-year-old high school 
senior in suburban Dal-
las, has designed and 
implemented the “Sil-
ver Swans Ballet” pro-
gram, and in the process 
earned her Girl Scout 
Gold Award (the equiv-
alent of the Boy Scouts 
Eagle Scout Award). 
Her comprehensive, 
three level program of 
therapeutic ballet class-
es for senior citizens 
opened in retirement 
communities in Dallas 
in February. Katarina’s now copyright-protected program 
provides therapeutic ballet classes for senior residents of all 
levels of ability and mobility: independent living, assisted 
living and memory/health care settings. Since its opening, 
Katarina’s project is going strong – additional classes are 
being added as seniors find they can truly benefit from her 
special ballet routines. She describes the project:

“While studying at the Bolshoi Ballet Academy in Mos-
cow in 2015, I saw a television segment about senior citizen 
dance classes. As I researched the issue, it made tremendous 
sense to me how the ballet dancing I love could make seniors 
happier, more graceful and more confident in their day-to-day 
movements. Participants find it enjoyable, so they are more 
likely to continue the classes. This leads to less isolation 
and loneliness among seniors, and a greater likelihood of 
enjoying the benefits of physical exercise because they stick 
with it longer than ordinary exercise classes.  

“Nearly two million U.S. seniors live in residential care 
communities, and more than 70 percent are women. Simi-
larly, ballet students are overwhelmingly women, and since 
the majority of American children receive some sort of dance 
education, I thought a retirement center ballet class might 
be well received. Dallas retirement centers agreed, and after 
consulting with them, I designed, choreographed, and set 
to music three different and complete adult ballet classes.

“Initially, I thought I would design one seniors ballet 
class. It was quickly apparent that I needed at least two 
programs, one for senior residents who were comfortable 
standing throughout a 30-minute class, and one for those 
who weren’t. Not long afterward, I realized memory and 
health care populations could benefit from therapeutic ballet 
classes as well – and their caregivers were very interested in 
such a program for these residents. In February 2017, after 
more than 140 volunteer hours, my ‘Silver Swans Ballet’ 
program opened with six classes bringing therapeutic bal-
let to seniors in Dallas retirement centers. The three levels 
of therapeutic ballet classes I designed and implemented 
will be used on an ongoing basis by retirement center staff.  

“News of the project’s success is spreading. NBC af-
filiate Dallas Channel 5 attended and filmed one of my 
therapeutic ballet classes, interviewed me and some of the 
senior participants, and aired a special segment on several 
NBC newscasts on March 20. NBC has since promoted my 
program on its Facebook and Instagram accounts, along 
with its national website.  

“While my ‘Silver Swans Ballet’ program helped me earn 
my Girl Scout Gold Award, what was truly rewarding was 
linking two of my passions – ballet, and making our world 
a better place by volunteering – in a way that brings such 
joy and significant physical and mental health benefits to 
older women and men. I hope others will continue to learn 
about my program and consider similar classes.”

Katarina is the daughter of Eric O. and Mary Y. Jakimier, 
Esq. She is part of a long line of SNPJ members, including 
brother Nicholas, mother Mary, grandmother Barbara A. Mi-
helsic Pierson, and great-grandmother Mary Lazar Mihelsic 
Skoda. In addition to her semester in Moscow, Katarina lived 
and attended school with cousins in Škofja Loka, Slovenia, 
for a short time in elementary school.

Lodge 2 member KATARINA 
JAKIMIER created the Silver 
Swans Ballet program and 
earned a Girl Scout Gold Award.

Sixty-third anniversary 
for Lodge 106 couple

IMPERIAL, Pa. — 
Lodge 106 members 
Bro. Ray and Sis. Ruth 
Perko of McCurdys-
ville, W.Va., celebrated 
their 63rd wedding an-
niversary in July.

On July 24, 1954, 
Ray and Ruth were mar-
ried at New Bethlehem 
Church in Pennsylva-
nia. They made their 
home in Imperial, Pa., 
where they had four 
daughters, Fran (Ron) 
Henderson, Lee Ann 
Perko, Rebecca (Dick) 
Laxton and Ruth (Ken) 
Scott; and one son, John 
Perko.

Bro. and Sis. Perko are the proud grandparents of Steve 
(Julie) Chabala, Ryan (Michelle) Chabala, Ben Kovach, 
Megan (Tyler) Webb and Jamie Laxton; and the great-
grandparents of Lillian, Violet, Madison, Elizabeth, Aiden 
and Andrew Chabala.

Ray was employed at LTV Steel and Ruth in the West 
Allegheny School District. After retiring in 1990, they 
moved to McCurdysville where they have been able to enjoy 
many years of family gatherings, good neighbors and travel 
across the United States.

Lodge 106 members Bro. 
RAY and Sis. RUTH PERKo 
celebrated 63 years of marriage 
on July 24, 2017.
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In Loving Memory

Submitted by Mike Hoeferlin
(Chris’ brother-in-law and friend)

Going to and being at camp, any 
camp, was almost a religion 
for Chris Pavlick. Much of 

his life and energies revolved around 
his many days and nights of camping, 
thinking about camping, or recover-
ing from camping. He was, to many, 
the embodiment of the “consummate 
camper.”

Chris Pavlick had been “going to 
camp” for as long as I knew him. Chris 
was always a “special” person. As a 
child he was incredibly intelligent, 
some would say “brilliant.” He was 
also a true iconoclast who always tried 
to blaze his own way. Apparently, he 
didn’t take directions very well and 
he pushed the limits of whatever he 
was engaged in at any time. When he 
was 10 years old he pushed too hard 
and sustained a severe brain injury 
that caused him to require special 
attention for the remainder of his life. 
But the injury didn’t stop him from 
trying to live out his life to the fullest 
– within limits, of course. When I first 
met him, I could tell that he was very 
smart and very frustrated, particularly 
when he was unable to communicate 
adequately. But you always knew what 
he was thinking, and what he wanted 
or didn’t want.

Life was a struggle for Chris, but 
going to camp always assuaged the 
pain. Camp was more than a desti-
nation; it was a way of life for him. 
In some respects he really “lived” 
for camp. He loved being outdoors 
and participating in  camping activi-
ties. He was always so excited to be 
camping. He loved being around 
people, and being outdoors seemed to 
accentuate his appreciation for being 

alive. Chris’ smile made others smile 
– at camp or elsewhere. His positive 
outlook on life was incredulous, in-
fectious and therapeutic. Sometimes 
when he was away, people would 
inquire as to his whereabouts. It was 
nice to be able to say “Chris went 
to camp” because we knew he was 
enjoying himself.

When we moved from Pennsylva-
nia to Missouri in 1990, Chris contin-
ued to attend camps. He was always 
happy to be dropped off at one of the 
many camps in Missouri that we were 
able to find for him, including one that 
had an Outward Bound component in 
Colorado where he actually scaled 
a mountain side. Then, in 1993, he 
found Wonderland Camp – or rather, 
Wonderland Camp found him. Either 
way, it was the beginning of a long 
and enduring relationship that will 
somehow never end. 

From the moment Chris first ar-
rived at Wonderland Camp an amaz-
ing and truly wonderful chemistry 
came to exist between him and the 
camp counselors and other camp-
ers. That magic endured for years. 
Chris had found the perfect camp; 
Wonderland Camp had found the 
perfect camper.

For 24 summers (and sometimes 
in the spring and fall), Chris, who 
affectionately became known as 
“Pav” or sometimes “The Pav,” was a 
fixture at Wonderland Camp. Over the 
years he became a true folk hero and 
legend among the camp population. 
He regaled the counselors and other 
campers with stories of how it was 
that he became disabled. One of the 
most compelling narratives centered 
around his vivid account of falling off 
the stage at a major rock concert while 

he and his rock n’ roll band performed 
for thousands of screaming fans in 
New York. Another time he told them 
that he was a famous trial lawyer who 
had been shot by a disgruntled client. 
I will always remember his devilish 
smile when the counselors would 
ask me in his presence for details of 
his “famous” and noteworthy “pre-” 
disability life.

Chris set many records at Won-
derland Camp. Overall, he attended 
the most sessions ever. He spent the 
most number of days at camp (esti-
mates are that he spent the equivalent 
of almost four years of his life as a 
Wonderland Camper). To put things 
in perspective, some of the Wonder-
land Camp staffers who started out 
as rookie counselors and had helped 
Chris over the years would progress 
through the ranks to become senior 
staff, still helping and caring for “the 
Pav.” Some even continued on until 
they retired. And Pav was with them 
for their entire Wonderland journey. 

When we would thank them for 
helping and befriending him, they 
would always thank us for allowing 
him to have become an important 
part of their lives. Pav made some 
very good friends, and I would even 
say lifelong friends and admirers at 
camp. They always looked forward to 
his arrival each spring or summer. I 
remember driving him through the 
camp’s front gate at the beginning of 
each session and seeing the counselors 
and staffers waiting for him to arrive. 
It just wasn’t camp until he got there. 
They’d wave at him and he’d give 
them his famous index finger wave. 
Then the female counselors would 
come over and hug and kiss him, 
while their male counterparts would 
pat him on the back and tell him how 
happy they were to have him back. 
Chris just smiled.

Chris holds the record for the 
most times being voted Wonderland 
Camp’s Camper of the Week. He went 
on the most boat rides, and once he 
actually propelled his wheelchair off 
the boat and into the lake, from which 
he had to be rescued by frightened 
counselors. He attended the most 
camp bonfires. At the camp’s weekly 
dances, he was always one of the most 
popular participants. 

The camp had a BB-gun shooting 
range, and during a one-week stint 
he shot every day and never once hit 
the target – he missed everything 
every time he shot! Strangely enough, 
though, he was proud of that non-
achievement. That’s kind of the way 
his mind worked. He seemed to almost 
always make the best of difficult situ-
ations. His definition of failure was 

different. The fact that he didn’t hit 
the target wasn’t essential. The fact 
that he was able to shoot the BB gun 
at all was much more important. 

He also holds the record for the 
number of “Wonderland Camp” T-
shirts accumulated by one camper: 
he received one shirt per week for 
about 250 total sessions.

Chris invariably won the Best 
Costume contest for the annual week-
end Halloween camp celebration. He 
never tired of being “the cereal killer:” 
he wore a hideous face mask and a 
full black robe and carried a box of 
Kellogg’s Raisin Bran with a plastic 
meat cleaver embedded therein. At the 
Halloween dance he was frequently 
crowned the “beast of the ball.”

Another time as I was preparing 
to make the almost two-hour drive 
to pick him up, I received an alarm-
ing phone call from a senior camp 
counselor. “The good news is that 
we were able to revive him and he’s 
alive,” she announced. “He was taken 
by ambulance to the emergency room 
at the local hospital.” She neglected to 
tell me the bad news. During lunch that 
day, Chris’ legendary and voracious 
eating habits caused him to exasperate 
on a piece of turkey. He passed out. 
He turned blue. He had no pulse and, 
in effect, he was dead – and attempts 
to revive him were failing. Finally, a 
trained paramedic who happened by 
was able to miraculously bring him 
back through some vigorous Heimlich 
maneuvers.

When I arrived at the hospital 
I rushed to Pav’s room and found 
him sitting up in the bed, laughing. 
They tried to keep him overnight for 
observation, but he insisted on going 
home with me. It was a very warm 
and introspective ride back. I might be 
mistaken, but I do think that our dogs 
and cats gave him unusually warm and 
enthusiastic welcome back attention 
when he was wheeled through the 
front door. Although the animals 
knew that “Chris went to camp,” they 
were very happy, as always, that he 
had returned to them.

Going to camp meant so much to 
Chris. He simply loved being there. 
Everyone at the camp either knew 
him or knew of him. He basked in the 
glory of being a camp celebrity. On 
the Sundays that started each camping 
session, we followed a routine. On the 
way to camp we would always stop 
at McDonald’s. He ordered the same 
items every time: a hamburger, fries 
and a strawberry milkshake. When 
we arrived at camp he would wait in 
the car while I waited in line to check 
him in. Invariably, by the time I had 
completed the necessary paperwork 

and returned to the car, Chris would 
be gone. Whichever counselors were 
lucky enough to be assigned to him 
would have whisked him and his be-
longings away to their cabin. I would 
find him and warn him to behave 
himself (which always caused him 
to smile).

Sure, Chris had some rough times 
and life wasn’t always kind to him. 
In fact, life for him was exceedingly 
difficult, but he persevered. He was a 
fighter, and until the end – and with 
the help of his family, his animals and 
his camps, particularly Wonderland 
Camp – he was able to endure and of-
ten prosper. Suffice it to say that in the 
end, Chris Pavlick (better known as 
“The Pav”) was Wonderland Camp’s 
greatest camper, ever!

He loved every minute of being at 
camp. He lived for it. He would get 
excited just thinking of camp. During 
the winters some of the counselors 
who lived nearby would sometimes 
come by and take Pav to McDonald’s 
or elsewhere where they would remi-
niscence about the times they spent 
together at camp. They all had pictures 
and videos of him from the previous 
summers at camp. They, too, loved his 
positive outlook on life. And they, too, 
knew that Pav’s life was interwoven 
into the very fabric of the camp that 
they all loved.

Pav was to have gone to at least 
eight week-long camping sessions 
this summer. Not long ago, some of 
the counselors made the trek from 
camp to a memorial celebration in 
Chris’ honor. Those young people 
who dearly loved Chris represented 
hundreds of other counselors and 
thousands of other campers, past and 
present, whose lives were positively 
impacted by Christopher P. Pavlick. 
The memory of the legendary “Pav” 
lives on. The Wonder Boy of Won-
derland Camp will be missed... but 
not forgotten.

A few weeks ago, Chris again went 
to camp – this time forever. Perhaps 
during an upcoming bonfire, if you 
look into the dark shadows past the 
periphery of the crowd of campers, 
you might just briefly see a smiling and 
fleeting face from the past outlined 
by the flickering flames of the fire. 
You see, Pav is here for the duration...

AUTHOR’S NOTE: On June 23, 
2017, an internment and celebration 
of Chris’s life was held at Allegheny 
Cemetery. About 30 friends and 
family members (most of whom were 
members of the Pittsburgh Slovenian 
community) were in attendance. Chris 
now rests with his mother and father 
in his hometown of Pittsburgh.

Bro. christoPher P. PaVlick
• Lodge 665 •
1957 – 2017

Chris
went to camp

On July 8, 2017, family and friends of Pittsburgh Lodge 665 
member Christopher P. Pavlick, formerly of Pittsburgh, dedi-

cated “Pav’s Pavilion” at Wonderland Camp, a rustic camp for 
disabled individuals at the Lake of the Ozarks, Mo. The pavilion 
is near the camp boat docks and was a favorite place for Chris, 
who attended Wonderland Camp for 24 years beginning in 1993. 

by JEAN KOCI
Lodge 786 Secretary/Treasurer

ORANGE COUNTY, Calif. — It’s 
back-to-school time for the kids (and  
even some of our adults) and Orange 
Coast Lodge 786 welcomes all to our 
meeting and social scheduled Sunday, 
Sept. 10, at the home of Ken and Teresa 
Koci. The meeting will start 1 p.m.; a 
potluck buffet and social will follow. 
This meeting will serve as the kick-off 
for our annual charitable project.

This year we are supporting an 
organization that supports mentally 
and physically handicapped adults by 
giving them the opportunity to learn 
simple but useful skills, and a chance 
to earn a little money for their work. 
It gives these adults a chance to feel 
worthwhile. Cash donations will be 
accepted; check donations can be made 
payable to “Vocational Visions” or to 
“SNPJ Lodge 786.”  All funds collected 
will be turned over to the organization 
near the date of Oct. 28, which is Make 

a Difference Day.
We will also discuss our Christmas 

party, including the menu and program, 
as well as our officers for 2018.   

The Kocis’ address is 14 Dion in 
Laguna Niguel, Calif. Exit at Crown 
Valley from the I-5 and travel west to 
Golden Lantern, then left up the hill to 
Marina Hills Dr. Turn right on Marina 
Hills to Parc Vista West, then left to 
the first street where you turn right 
and then make a quick left to Dion, 
which is a cul de sac on your right. 
Turn onto Dion, and their home is the 
second house on the left. We hope to 
see you there.

Potluck sides and desserts will be 
appreciated. Any musical contributions 
would also be enjoyed. Ken and Teresa 
are wonderful hosts, so don’t miss this 
important gathering.

Be sure to mark the date of Dec. 3 on 
your calendars for the Lodge Christmas 
party, along with Nov. 24 for social 
bowling. More on those events later.

Lodge 786 setting plans for a 
Make A Difference Day project

by JEROME TROHA 
Lodge 581 Secretary

ST. MARYS, Pa. — Lodge 581 President 
Marcia Klancer Bleggi and her husband 
Don visited Slovenia for the 13th time last 
fall.  While visiting with family and tour-
ing the countryside, Marcia took over 1,500 
photographs, many of which were of castles, 
cemeteries, markets, churches, mountains, 
gardens, cities, homes, food and, of course, 
the people of this wonderful country. Tak-
ing pictures has been her way of keeping 
a record of their trips and sharing with her 
American family and friends the beautiful 
life in Slovenia.

Marcia’s four grandparents came from the 
area of Mirna, Slovenia. Her family names 
were Kordan, Klancer, Zore and Miklič. It 

was nearly a hundred years since the fami-
lies in Slovenia had any contact with those 
who had left Slovenia in 1907. When Marcia 
found her cousins, they were so excited to be 
united once again with their family who had 
left so long ago.

Marcia recently entered several of her 
photographs of beautiful Slovenia in the Elk 
County, Pa., Fair. She won five blue ribbons 
and the Best of Show award. The Best of Show 
photograph – a picture of the Vinarium Tower 
(Stolp Vinarium Lendava) in Dolgovaška, 
Gorice, Lendava, Slovenia – was entered in the 
architecture category. The observation tower 
is a steel structure that stands 53.5 meters 
(175.5 feet) tall and is 302 meters (990 feet) 
above sea level near the Hungarian border. 
When at the top of the tower, you can see 

Slovenia, Austria, Hungary, and Croatia – a 
spectactular sight!

The members and friends of Lodge 581 
congratulate Marcia on her accomplishment.  

The Lodge 581 third quarterly meeting was 
held July 30. Plans are underway to celebrate 
the 175th anniversary of St. Marys, Pa., the 
weekend of Sept. 15-17. The main event will 
be a gigantic parade on the Sept. 16 starting at 
11 a.m. Lodge 581 will sponsor a float featur-
ing the Friday Niters Polka Band.  

For a weekly schedule or information on 
weekly dances sponsored by the Slovenian 
Polka Boosters, call Pat Moore at (814) 
837-9218 or e-mail moorski@verizon.net. 
For Lodge 581 inquires, contact Jerry Troha 
at (814) 781-6978 or e-mail jerometroha@
gmail.com.

Lodge 581 president takes a Best of Show award

Lodge 581 President MARCIA KLANCER 
BLEGGI proudly displays her Elk County (Pa.) 
Fair Best of Show award and photo.

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — On 
behalf of the Fraternal Department 
and the SNPJ Recreation Center, we 
hope everybody enjoyed themselves 
during Fraternal Weekend at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center Aug. 11-12.

The festivities started Friday 
evening in the Gostilna as we were 
entertained by the SNPJ Western 
Pa. Button Box Club.

The balina tournament started at 
9 a.m. on Saturday with 10 teams 
competing. Congratulations to the 
Good Sports for winning the tour-
nament. Second place honors went 
to the Dave Eds. Pepsi’s Peeps and 
The Fraternalists shared the third 

Congratulations 
to first place 
team Good 
Sports and 
second place 
team Dave Eds 
on their balina 
play during 
2017 Fraternal 
Weekend at 
the SNPJ 
Recreation 
Center.

Always a 
lot to enjoy 
at Fraternal 
Weekend

place honors. Many thanks to Karen 
Pintar (6), Peggy Cushman (138), 
Ross Snow (6) and Rowland Hudson 
(564) for handling this tournament 
and keeping things moving. Thanks 
as well to Ken Pintar (6), Dave Cush-
man (138) and Sonny Jurkowski 
(564) for keeping the courts swept 
and clean!

The excitement moved to the 
North Pavilion as the Don Wojtila 
Band and Eddie Rodick Orches-
tra shared the stage, alternating 
throughout the evening to provide 
wonderful music. It was a great time.

While the music played, the 
beanbag toss tournament got un-

derway with 18 teams participating. 
The team of Daren Fetcko and Ed 
Galicic walked away as the winners, 
while the team of John Baselj and 
Eric Valencic won second place. 
Third place was shared by the team 
of Ken Pintar and Joe Evanish, and 
the team of Tommy Zivkovich and 
Mike Brately. We hope everybody 
enjoyed themselves. 

Thanks to District 2 Athletic 
Director John Baselj for organizing 
this tournament. It was a lot of work 
that is greatly appreciated.

We thank everybody for attend-
ing and supporting Fraternal Week-
end at the SNPJ Recreation Center.
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1.

2.

3.

4.

Highest
Average
2016-17

Lodge
No.

Four-Person Team Event
Entry fee $60 per team

Sunday Only

Submit bowlers’ names by position in lineup

2017 SNPJ Fall Classic Bowling Tournament
October 21-22, 2017

Team name _____________________________________
Team captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

The entry fee in each event is $15 per bowler, $6.75 of which shall be used for prizes 
and $8.25 for bowling. An extra $5 is charged to all who desire to compete for 
handicap all-events prizes. The Slovene National Benefit Society adds $6 per 

member to each prize fund except all-events.

Return form, along with fees of $15 per person, per event, to:
Slovene National Benefit Society

Att’n. Kevin Richards
247 West Allegheny Rd, Imperial, PA 15126

Phone: 1-800-843-7675

Make checks payable to SNPJ
ENTRY DEADLINE IS OCTOBER 2, 2017

The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament rules are 
available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department, 247 West Allegheny 
Road, Imperial, PA 15126. Rules are also available online at www.snpj.org.

hosted by Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 at

Paradise Island Bowl
7601 Grand Ave.

Neville Island, PA 15225
Phone: (412) 264-6570

www.paradiseislandbowl.com

1.

2.

1.

2.

All-Events
$5 per 
person

YES/NO

Highest 
Average
2016-17

Lodge
  No.

Doubles & Singles 
Entry fee $30 per person

Saturday Only

Doubles & Singles Events
Saturday, Oct. 21, 10:30 a.m.

Team Event 
Sunday, Oct. 22, 10:30 a.m.

Utah Lodge Secretaries GAYE BABCoCK (689), CHARlENE 
DUPIN (113) and JoANNE lESSAR (757) gathered at the 
ticket booth during the 36th Utah Slovenian Day Picnic held 
Aug. 13 in Price City.

[Left to right] JEANNETTE MARASCo (757), JoANNE 
lESSAR (757), NIzHoNI MARASCo, KRIS CoX (757), 
Madison Cox and [front, center] Audyson Marasco stayed 
busy serving up delicious baked goods.

by GAYE BABCOCK
Lodge 689 Secretary

PRICE CITY, Utah — The 
36th annual Utah Slovenian 
Day Picnic was held in Price 
City’s Washington Park on 
Aug. 13. Price Lodge 757 Sec-
retary Joanne Lessar chaired 
the event, assisted by members 
of the Price Lodge 113 and 
Helper, Utah, Lodge 689.

Lodge members, family, 
friends and the public enjoyed 
an afternoon in the park. The 
air was filled with the happy 
sounds of live music, which did 
not go unnoticed as folks joined 
in to do everyone’s favorite, the 
chicken dance. 

Attendees enjoyed a full 

menu of ethnic dishes and a 
delicious assortment of tradi-
tional baked goods. The kids 
enjoyed a hot dog lunch and 
playing in the bounce houses. 
Organizers baked more than 
1,000 Hungarian cookies, 
100 loaves of potica and 50 
pans of apple strudel. In ad-
dition, Lodge 757 President 
Tony Lessar made hundreds 
of klobase. 

All proceeds from the pic-
nic’s food sales will be donated 
to local charities and the SNPJ 
Scholarship Fund. 

The event was a success; 
every last cabbage roll, pickled 
egg and potica sold out before 
the end of the day.

Utah Lodges celebrate 
36th Utah Slovenian Day

by MELANIE MATIASEK
Lodge 559 Secretary

CHICAGO — Pioneer Lodge 
559 held its third meeting of 
the year on Aug. 11. During 
this meeting we determined 
the logistics for our toy drive. 
We will be donating the toys to 
St. Mary’s Church in Lemont, 
Ill. Members should bring an 
unwrapped toy to our next 
meeting which will be held 
Nov. 10 beginning at noon at 
the Czech Plaza Restaurant.

Any Lodge member who 
cannot attend the November 
meeting is welcome to send a 
monetary donation so we can 
purchase additional toys for a 
local charity. If you would like 
to make a monetary donation, 
please send a check made pay-
able to “SNPJ Pioneer Lodge 
559” and addressed to 1020 
W. 55th Pl., Countryside, IL 

Pioneers have plans for 
a November toy drive

60525.
All members present on 

Aug. 11 enjoyed lunch at the 
Czech Plaza Restaurant fol-
lowing our meeting.

We were sorry to announce 
the passing of Bro. Otto Doerk 
and extend our condolences to 
Grace Doerk and their family. 
Otto was such an important 
member of our Lodge and 
he will be greatly missed. 
We also learned that Grace 
is recovering from a fall. We 
hope she will be feeling bet-
ter soon.

Vice President and Re-
cording Secretary Kaitlyn 
Chiappetta participated in 
the 2017 Miss SNPJ Pageant. 
Congratulations, Kaitlyn! You 
represented us well.

Pioneer Lodge 559 par-
ticipated in the Slovenian 
Catholic Center Picnic on 

Aug. 13. It was held on their 
grounds in Lemont, and our 
Lodge had a great turnout. 
This was our third activity 
for the year. Lodge 559 made 
a donation for the event and 
won a prize. It was great to 
see everyone there on such a 
lovely summer day.

President Jean Cherway 
and her entire family were 
in attendance, as were other 
Lodge officers and their fami-
lies. It was nice to see Anne 
Cretnik, and Anita Vitous 

and her husband there too. 
The roasted lamb, pork and 
chicken dinners were enjoyed 
by all, and the bakery selec-
tion was delicious as usual. 
Thank you to Geri Matiasek 
for making her delicious ko-
lacky for the event. Slovenian 
music and dancing filled the 
afternoon, and everyone had 
a great time.

We look forward to see-
ing everyone in November at 
the next Pioneers Lodge 559 
meeting for our toy drive!

Pioneer Lodge 559 members, families and friends enjoyed 
spending an afternoon at the Slovenian Catholic Center 
Picnic in Lemont, Ill., in August.

by GERRI TREBETS (604) 
SNPJ Farm Ladies Auxiliary

KIRTLAND, Ohio — The SNPJ Farm 
Ladies Auxiliary invites you to attend 
their annual picnic, scheduled Sept. 10 
at the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland. 

The gates will open at 1 p.m. and din-
ners will be served starting at 2. Enjoy 
the ladies’ polenta and goulash dinners, 

along with roast beef and sausage din-
ners, which can be purchased for $9 per 
dinner. The dinner price does not include 
the $8 gate admission.

Bob Kravos & The Boys will perform 
from 3 to 7 p.m. You can always be as-
sured of hearing some great tunes from 
Bob and the boys. Grab your partner and 
get out on the floor, or just sit back, tap 

your toes and sing along!
Beanbag toss, horseshoes and balina 

are available, as is a great playground for 
the kids. The SNPJ Farm crew has been 
busy sprucing up the grounds, and I must 
say the Farm is looking great! 

If you have the date of Sunday, Sept. 
10, free, why not come out to the SNPJ 
Farm? We would love to see you there! 

Ladies Aux. has Sept. 10 date at the SNPJ Farm

by DANIELLA VOLPE
Lodge 158

EUCLID, Ohio — Another year, another 
great picnic from the Lodge 158 Loy-
alites. We would like to thank everyone 
who attended, as well as the more than 
30 volunteers who helped throughout the 
day, including soon-to-be member Cody 
Cleary. Cody helped in the kitchen, and 
members of the Ladies Auxiliary said he 
can come back anytime he’d like.

Between the great music of the Ed-
die Rodick Orchestra (with a special 
guest appearance by The Hobos) and 
the wonderful baskets that were offered 
in the Chinese auction, everyone had a 
great time. We appreciate everyone who 
stuck with our “Field of Slovenes” theme 
and wore baseball gear. Our slogan, “If 
you polka, they will come,” was spot on 
because polka they did – all day long!

Be on the lookout for next year’s theme, 
and don’t forget to support all of the SNPJ 
Lodges, as well as the SNPJ Farm Board, 
by visiting the SNPJ Farm every Sunday 

for the polka picnics.
We also had some very special guests 

in attendance at the picnic. On hand were 
Miss SNPJ 2018 Lauren Sebusch (576), a 
former Lodge 158 member, and Jan and 
Tony Verch, who celebrated their 50-year 
anniversary as Loyalites members.

Membership anniversary honorees 
who could not attend included 50-year 
members Beverly Walters, Charles H. 
Bender Jr., Nancy Penko, Dale Wilson, 
James T. Jakosh Sr., Lynn M. Androlis, 
Gloria J. Zrim and Gary R. Godina; 
60-year members Lillian Cunningham, 
Joseph J. Hrvatin and John E. Offlak 
Sr.; and 70-year members Alberta Zele, 
Loretta A. Frank and Margaret Farrelly. 
Congratulations to you all, and thank you 
for your dedication to Lodge 158. 

Next we would like to say happy 
birthday to some of our members: Lodge 
President Pat Nevar (Aug. 18), Molly 
O’Malley (Sept. 10), Fred Nevar (Sept. 
13) and Dan Wojtila (Sept. 27). Happy 
belated birthday to Billy Frank as well, 

and congratulations to John Wojtila who 
married Dante Hurst in Baltimore on Aug. 
5. We wish them both the best of luck and 
many happy years to come.

We regret to inform everyone that 
our Margaritaville night is being post-
poned due to an issue with the venue. 
Please keep an eye out in PrOSveTA, 
as well as your e-mail, for the new date 
and location.

The annual Lodge 158 bus trip is 
coming up on Nov. 4 and the seats are 
filling up fast! The fee is $70 per person 
which includes $25 in play money for the 
Presque Isle Casino in Erie, Pa., along 
with dinner and a show at the Station 
Dinner Theatre. We will see the original 
Medieval Musical Comedy after enjoying 
a Canterbury Feast. 

To reserve your seat before they’re 
gone, call Pat Nevar at (216) 789-9746; 
please, ages 21 and over only.

Finally, we would like to extend our 
best wishes and prayers to our ailing 
members and their families.

Loyalites Lodge summer picnic hits a home run

by TINA RIGLER
Lodge 449 Secretary

CICERO, Ill. — Cicero 
Neighbors Lodge 449 met 
March 19. President Edward 
Dabrowski conducted the 
meeting, and Secretary Tina 
Rigler read all communica-
tions received from the SNPJ 
Home Office and gave the 
financial report. Officers not 
able to make the meeting were 
Auditors Elena Maresh and 
Robert Rigler.

Vice President Meredith 
Maresh informed everyone 
that she received a digital 
photo frame from the SNPJ 
Home Office for being a win-
ner in the 2016 Miss SNPJ Pag-
eant. Meredith also reported 
that in November she attended 
the Museum of Science and 
Industry’s “Christmas Around 
the World” program, which 
featured the Slovenian com-
munity, and in December 
she attended the holiday 
event hosted by Cook County 
Treasurer Maria Pappas which 
featured ethnic communities.

At the March meeting, 
Lodge members nominated 
Meredith Maresh, Justin 
Rigler, Elena Maresh, Robert 
Rigler, Lucas Stimach, Shane 
Miller and Jason Rigler as 
delegates to the 2017 Young 
Adult Conference. Lodge 
members also approved a 
donation for the young adult 
service project, for which the 
delegates assembled vari-
ous items in care bags to be 
distributed to chemo patients. 

Auditors Justin Rigler, 
Elena Maresh and Robert 
Rigler audited the financials of 
the Lodge, and the audit report 

was read by Justin Rigler.
Tina Rigler presented the 

Chicago District Federation 
report, noting that 10 youth 
members attended the 2016 
youth Christmas party. Mer-
edith Maresh also helped out 
with the children games. Tina 
also mentioned that several 
Lodge 449 members planned 
to participate in the Memorial 
Day services sponsored by the 
Chicago District Federation. 
Some of our young adults 
volunteered for the color guard 
and flag ceremony as well.

Following the meeting, 
members enjoyed playing card 
bingo and winning prizes.  

Our next meeting was held 
June 18 during the Father’s 
Day picnic at St. Mary’s 
in Lemont, Ill. All officers 
were present except Audi-
tors Elena Maresh and Justin 
Rigler. Members enjoyed a 
luncheon at the Father’s Day 
picnic, which turned out to be 
a nice day. 

During the June meeting, 
a discussion was held regard-
ing the Federation-sponsored 
Memorial Day services. Par-
ticipating in the program 
were Lodge members Edward 
Dabrowski, Vince Rigler and 
Tina Rigler.

Members voted to purchase 
10 tickets for the Chicago 
Federation dinner dance held 
Aug. 20 at the Slovenian 
Catholic Center. The tickets 
will be distributed to Lodge 
members.  Meredith Maresh 
announced that she planned to 
enter the 2017 Miss SNPJ Pag-
eant and was looking forward 
to it along with Slovenefest. 
A donation was made by the 

Lodge to help defray some 
of Meredith’s expenses, and 
members wished her well. 
Meredith did a sewing demon-
stration for her talent portion 
of the pageant. Many Lodge 
members attended Slovenefest 
and supported Meredith dur-
ing the competition.

Congratulations to Jason 
Rigler who graduated from 
Lemont High School and 
plans to attend Robert Mor-
ris University in Chicago this 
fall. Also, congratulations to 
Lanie Maresh who graduated 

from Indiana University with 
a major in journalism.

President Edward Dab-
rowski reported that he will 
be traveling to Slovenia with 
a full schedule of sight-seeing.

Lodge 449 members would 
like to congratulate Meredith 
Maresh who was chosen as 
SNPJ Miss Fraternalism 2018!  
Meredith did a great job dur-
ing the talent portion of the 
pageant, presenting the male 
Slovenian garment she made.    

The next Lodge 449 meet-
ing will be held Sept. 17.

[Above] The members of Lodge 449 enjoyed card bingo after 
their March 19 meeting, and a luncheon [below] following 
their June 18 meeting at the St. Mary’s Father’s Day picnic.

Spring, summer events keep Lodge 449 active
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by GERRI TREBETS
Lodge 604 Recording Secretary

CLEVELAND — I sure hope everyone is 
enjoying the summer months, going places 
and doing lots of fun things, or maybe 
just sticking around home and doing yard 
work. It seems like the months just flew 
by, and by the time you read this article 
it will be September.

Most Utopians Lodge members were 
unable to attend the Spring Pancake & 
Sausage Breakfast on May 21, but it was 
a beautiful day and everyone enjoyed the 
fluffy pancakes and sausage patties made 
by our illustrious chefs. We had a pretty 
decent group on hand and we got to enjoy 
the music of Kathy Hlad & Friends, which 
is always a pleasure.

The Utopians Lodge picnic was an early 
one, held June 11 to be exact, and in spite of 
somewhat low attendance, the weather was 
beautiful and the food was great. Guests 
enjoyed tasty roast beef, Slovenian pota-
toes, sauerkraut, and smoked Gouda and 
bacon mac and cheese made by Kathleen 
Trebets (604).  It was very, very tasty and 
a big hit. Of course, we can’t forget about 
the delicious krofe, made on the premises 
by our great “krofe krew.” They sure can 
whip-up some delicious donuts!

Once again, we opted to make a dona-
tion to the food bank by offering each per-
son $2 off their admission if they brought 
a non-perishable item. Thanks to all who 
contributed to this worthwhile cause.

We were entertained by Ron Likovic 
& Friends from 3 to 7 p.m. What great 
sounds these guys generate! If you weren’t 
in an upbeat mood when you got there, 
you couldn’t help but change after hear-
ing them play. They truly play from the 
heart, which shows the love they have for 
Slovenian music.

At all of our picnics, we like to honor 
the 50-, 60-, 70- and 80-year members for 
that particular year. This year we were 
happy to have present two 70-year mem-
bers, Sis. Rose Bregar and Sis. Elizabeth 
Salyan. Unfortunately, due to illness, Bro. 
Tony Petkovsek, celebrating 60 years, was 
unable to attend. Tony has been a radio 
announcer and emcee extraordinaire for 
many years and contributes so much to 
the Slovenian community. We missed 
you, Tony. The other members who were 
unable to attend were 50-year member Sis. 
Patricia Brannon, 60-year member Bro. 
James J. Strasser and 70-year member 
Sis. Elsie J. Piet. What a great honor! We 
thank them all for contributing so many 
years to our Society.

All in all, we had a wonderful day. We 
want to thank all of our members who 
came out to help in any way, whether it 
was at the gate, selling tickets, serving in 
the kitchen or working in the refreshment 
area. We also thank all our members who 
came out to support our picnic.  

On behalf of Utopians Lodge 604, I 
would like to congratulate Lauren Se-
busch (576), daughter of Donna (Gorjup) 
Sebusch, who was recently bestowed the 

title of Miss SNPJ 2018. I have known 
Lauren for many years and have watched 
her transform into a beautiful, vibrant, 
intelligent, caring and loving individual. I 
know she will represent SNPJ to the fullest.

Congratulations as well to Daniella 
Volpe of Loyalites Lodge 158 on being 
selected as SNPJ Miss Activity. I have also 
had the pleasure of knowing Daniella for 
many years, and she has been very active 
in the Slovenian community as well as 
her Lodge. Congratulations to our Ohio 
gals, as well as all the other winners and 
participants. It’s so gratifying to see so 
many participating in this event and loving 
their Slovenian heritage.

Congratulations to Mary Dirk (604), the 
daughter of Bill and Pam Dirk (604) and 
sister of Ally Perdan (604), as she spreads 
her wings following her recent graduation 
from Villa Angela-St. Joseph. Mary is 
another young gal who has grown into a 
beautiful, intelligent and talented young 
lady. She was nominated by her peers and 
confirmed by her teachers and school staff 
as the senior female who best exemplified 
the qualities of St. Angela Merici. Mary 
headed off to Kent University at the end 
of August. Here’s wishing you the best in 
your new adventure, Mary.

With pride, I announce the induction 
of my son, Ed Trebets (604), into the Case 
Western University Spartan Club Athletic 
Hall of Fame, excelling in both football 

GERRI TREBETS, RoSE BREGAR 
and the Kolacz family were among the 
Utopians attending the Spring Pancake 
& Sausage Breakfast at the SNPJ Farm.

and baseball. His 364 career tackles are 
the fifth most by a player in program his-
tory, which landed him many honors. A 
banquet and other festivities are set for 
the weekend of Oct. 7 at Case Western.

Stay healthy, everyone, and please 
continue to support the SNPJ Farm. It’s 
such a great place to spend a Sunday 
afternoon meeting old friends, mak-
ing new friends, enjoying the delicious 
home-cooked food and listening to the 
reverberating sounds of great Slovenian 
music produced by some of the finest 
bands in the Cleveland area.

The Utopians Lodge 604 picnic offered a reunion of friends and family for [front row] 
CHAR and RUDY PERDAN, GERRI and KATHlEEN TREBETS, [back] AllY 
PERDAN, R.J. lIKovIC, and PAM and BIll PERDAN.

GERRI TREBETS 
[center] recognized 

honorees RoSE 
BREGAR [left] and 

ElIzABETH SAlYAN 
at the Utopians annual 

picnic held June 11.

Summer flies by for Utopians Lodge 604 members

Rec Center Cabin Renovation Donations
for the months of May–July 2017

Club Level Donations
Bronze level

John & Peggy Bizyak (218), Kingman, Ariz. ....$1,000

Slovene Federation of SNPJ Lodges
of Western Pennsylvania .............................. $200

Dave & Kathy Skrajner (142),
Willoughby, Ohio ...........................................$100

James Progar Family (138), Perryopolis, Pa. ... $75
 In memory of Joseph & Millie Progar

SNPJ Trailer Court Association,
Enon Valley, Pa. ............................................. $50
 In memory of Ed Trsinar

SNPJ Trailer Court Association,
Enon Valley, Pa. ............................................. $50
 In memory of Annalee Park

Ken & Karen Pintar (6), Bridgeville, Pa........... $50
 In memory of Dorothy Gorjup

Michael (158) & Christine (33) Petukauskas,
Conway, Pa. ................................................... $50
 In memory of Tony Bole

Jackie Guzel-Hendricks (106), Clinton, Pa. .... $40
 In memory of Ann & Jake Guzel

Ken & Andrea Yarkosky and family (138),
Strabane, Pa. .................................................. $25
 In memory of Tony Bole

David, Peggy & Kristen Cushman (138),
Houston, Pa. ................................................... $25
 In memory of Tony Bole

David, Peggy & Kristen Cushman (138),
Houston, Pa. ................................................... $25
 In memory of Annalee Park

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — For many years, 
SNPJ members have enjoyed the 
unique and truly remarkable facility 
that is the SNPJ Recreation Center. The 
experiences and countless memories 
that have been made there are treasured 
by thousands. The Recreation Center 
is now more than 50 years old and, as 
with so many things, time, along with 
wear and tear, have taken their toll.

The large upper cabins, situated 
opposite the lake along Martin Road, 
are some of the first structures that 
were built on the property. Cabins #1 
and #2 have already been completed. 
The budgeted cost to complete one 
cabin was $28,000. There are a total 
of 24 large cabins and 12 motel units 
as part of this project. It will take a 
significant amount of capital to finish 
this project, and will likely take years 
to complete. The more donations we 
receive, the quicker we can complete 
the project. Since this is not a cultural 
or educational (scholarship) cause, but 

rather, recreational in nature, contribu-
tions are not considered tax deductible. 

We encourage Lodges, Federations, 
members, friends and other organi-
zations to contribute. Several have 
already contributed. While we do 
offer “Club Level” recognition, all 
donations will be listed in PrOSveTA.

Donors at the following Club Levels 
will receive  their name on a plaque in-
side the corresponding cabin: Bronze 
Level, $1,000; Silver Level, $5,000; 
Gold Level, $10,000; and Platinum 
Level, $25,000.

Donation checks can be made pay-
able to “SNPJ.” Please indicate “Cabin 
Renovation” in the memo area. Pro-
vide your name and address, and the 
acknowledgment name and address 
if the donation is made in memory 
of someone. 

Send your donation to Slovene 
National Benefit Society, 247 West 
Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126. 
All donations are greatly appreci-
ated. Thank you in advance for your 
support!

Support the Rec Center Cabin Renovation Project
Before

After

SNPJ Recreation Center 
2017 Fraternal Events
Schedule
Sept. 1-3 National SNPJ Days

Sept. 30 Recreation Center wine & Sausage Fest

SNPJ Recreation Center 
2017 Dance Schedule
Sept. 3 National SNPJ Days Picnic 2 to 8
  (lower pavilion)

Sept. 30 Rec Center wine & Sausage Festival 2 to 8

Dances are held in the upper pavilion unless otherwise noted. 
Schedule is subject to change. For information phone the SNPJ 
Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732.

CORRECTION 
In the “SNPJ Fraternal Sympathies” section on page 6 of the 
Aug. 1 PROSVETA issue, Bro. Larry Zofchak’s Lodge was 
incorrectly listed. Bro. Zofchak was a member of Strabane, 
Pa., Lodge 138. We apologize for any confusion this may 
have caused.
In the same issue, one prize was omitted from the 2017 
Slovenefest prize winners list on page 4. The winner of the 
$50 Visa gift card was Katherine Bookheimer of, Ohio. Her 
winning guess was 1,205; the actual total was 1,206.

50-Year Members
September 2017
 lodge Member
 A01 David Andrew Fohr
 A01 Colleen J. McClure
 2 George M. Kane Jr.
 5 David J. Price
 6 Kathleen M. Prevade
 6 Kathy D. Jaworski
 6 Richard L. Changle
 6 John C. Vosel Jr.
 6 Thomas J. Smart
 8 Richard E. Lovell Sr.
 31 Francine M. Morgan
 87 Sandra A. Svesnik
 89 John E. Tasz
 106 Marvin H. Ehle
 107 Ronald V. Pavletich
 138 Gary M. Rheam
 138 Sharon L. Bauer
 138 Frank L. Pintar Jr.
 138 Ronald L. Small
 158 Gloria J. Zrim
 174 Carolyn F. Zimmerman

lodge Member
 225 Jo Ann Pfeiffer
 254 George Brandle
 254 Marie A. Brandle
 254 Kathleen R. Fontanot
 274 Luana L. Eppley
 476 Linda J. Horsfall
 559 Charles F. Haber
 564 James E. Zabkar Jr.
 581 Jacob Turcan
 584 Joan K. Johnson
 626 Kathleen R. Okolish
 626 Robert T. Okolish
 629 Kenneth S. Sobek
 643 Anthony J. Vaccaro
 665 Carol A. Whitaker
 715 Robert Criste-Troutman
 749 Richard Fliss
 776 Mary E. Fagnilli
 776 Patricia A. Klamer
 782 Deborah S. Rejniak
 782 George F. Golojuh Jr.

60-Year Members
September 2017
 lodge Member
 3 Robert A. Karshina
 5 Patricia J. Dubray
 6 Dolores J. Colucci
 87 Angela F. Sinan
 113 Peter E. Minetti
 138 John A. LaJevic Sr.
 138 Lillian R. Helay
 153 Rosalie A. Buday
 207 Virginia J. Lakner
 218 Josephine A. Hadad
 218 Herman E. Marchun

lodge Member
 223 Charles J. Kristan
 371 Gordon N. Whipple
 559 Leonard J. Grzybek
 559 Barbara B. Fields
 577 Mary L. Evans
 584 Roger C. Sables
 604 Anthony L. Petkovsek
 729 Dolores A. Burkholder
 757 Patricia A. Weston
 776 Virginia M. Foster

70-Year Members
September 2017
 lodge Member
 FD4 Victoria V. Wilczynski
 31 Marge Morgenstern
 138 Caroline Williams
 254 Gloria J. Smith
 577 Velma M. Kovacich
 581 Anthony F. Wallace
 584 Mary Young
 603 Robert Mochilar

lodge Member
 665 Sylvio Baldessari
 721 Edward J. Yager
 723 Jennie Tow
 729 Ines Grachen
 776 Anna M. Feltes
 786 Rosemary J. Mlakar
 786 Mildred Kovac

 lodge Member
 2 Velma Kerwick
 107 Helen Straub

80-Year Members
September 2017

The SNPJ Farm
2017 Dance Schedule

Sept. 4 Val Pawlowski’s Labor Day Dance 1 to 7
  Eddie Rodick & Frank Stanger bands
Sept. 10 SNPJ Ladies Auxiliary
  Goulash & Polenta Dinner  3 to 7
  Bob Kravos Band
Sept. 13 Polka Hall of Fame Picnic  12 to 8
  Slovenian Sausage Festival 
Sept. 17 Friends of the Farm Picnic  3 to 7
  Patty C & The Guys
Sept. 24 Slovenian Grape Festival  2:45 to 7
  Joey Tomsick Band

Oct. 22 Pancake & Sausage Polka Brunch 10 to 1
  Kathy Hlad

SNPJ Farm, 10946 Heath Road, Kirtland, ohio
off Chardon Road (Route 6), three miles east of Route 306
For information phone (440) 256-3423 or (440) 461-6476


