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• Kennedy Jae Huseonica
Born Jan. 11, 2017

Milwaukee Lodge 584
The members of Badger Lodge 584 wel-
come Kennedy Jae Huseonica as their 
newest addition. Kennedy is the daughter 
of Amanda and Patrick Huseonica,  grand-
daughter of Nancy and Bobby Gulland, and 
great-granddaughter of Bob and Amalie 
Smole, all members of Lodge 584. We 
welcome Kennedy to the Slovene National 
Benefit Society and extend our best wishes 
to her entire family.

SNPJ mourns the loss of former Regional Vice 
President Sis. Dorothy Gorjup

Sis. DOROTHY GORJUP
1925 – 2017

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ sadly reports 
the May 30, 2017, passing of Sis. Dorothy M. 
(Harvanek) Gorjup, 92, of Painesville Twp., 
Ohio, at Hospice House in Cleveland. Sis. 
Gorjup was an SNPJ leader, organizer and top 
campaigner for many years.

Sis. Gorjup was born May 15, 1925, in Cly-
mer, Pa., one of 10 children born to John and 
Suzanne (Biros) Harvanek. Soon after gradu-
ation she moved to Cleveland, where she met 
the love of her life, Don Gorjup, now deceased. 
Dorothy and Don were married Feb. 18, 1950, 
and moved to Euclid, Ohio, where they raised 
their five children.

Dorothy remained in Euclid for the next 
63 years, devoting her time to her family and 
becoming a consummate volunteer for her 
church. She belonged to every PTA when her 
children were in school, and was a member of 
St. Robert’s Catholic Church, where she helped 
organize the Ladies’ Guild and ran the annual 
rummage sale.

Sis. Gorjup became actively involved with 

SNPJ in the late 1960s and served in a number 
of positions within the Society. She served as 
an SNPJ Regional Vice President on the SNPJ 
National Board for 20 years from 1991-2012. 
She was a 25-year Lodge secretary of Loyalites 
Lodge 158 in Euclid from 1984-2010, served as 
a representative to the SNPJ Cleveland Federa-
tion and SNPJ Farm Board, and was an SNPJ 
Exclusive Insurance Agent. The CAL Don 
Gorjup SNPJ Golf Tournament was an event 
that she and her family remained involved with, 
running the tournament for years.

During her time as a Lodge secretary and 
SNPJ insurance producer, Dorothy was always 
at the top in sales for the Society. In fact, she 
was number one in sales for a number of years 
and won many sales campaigns. 

In addition to her SNPJ activity, Dorothy 
was a trustee on the board of the Slovenian 
Workman’s Home and a Kitchen Angel with 
the SWH Auxiliary; she sang with the Jadran 
Slovenian Chorus; and she was a member of the 
former Progressive Slovene Women of America 
(PSWA), the Waterloo Pensioners, the Holmes 
Ave. Pensioners, and the Euclid Vets Auxiliary.

Dorothy and Don had many opportunities to 
travel to Slovenia and Europe with the Jadran 
Chorus and SNPJ. She loved to travel, golf, bowl 

SEE SIS. DOROTHY GORJUP
ON PAGE 7

by ELIZABETH HARTMAN (138)
Miss SNPJ 2017

STRABANE, Pa. — As I sat down to write my final Miss 
SNPJ article for Prosveta, so many happy memories 
came floating back to me. It was truly a magical year 
filled with amazing experiences and wonderful new 
friends. I just can’t express what this year has meant to 
me and my family.

My year as Miss SNPJ had me traveling to Chicago; 
Cleveland; Samsula, Fla.;  and, of course, the Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. I’ve thrown out the first pitch at the Lake 
County Captains baseball game, rolled the first ball at 
the SNPJ National Bowling Tournament, tasted many 
slices of potica and strudel, danced countless polkas, 
and met so many great SNPJ members. I feel that I got 
to experience our Slovenian-American culture in all its 
forms, and those memories will stay with me for a lifetime.

In all the cities I visited, I met the people who keep 
their Lodge and SNPJ region running. I’d especially 
like to thank the people who hosted me at their events, 
such as Linda Gorjup (576) from SNPJ Region 3; the 
Rigler family, Meredith Maresh, Kaitlyn Chiappetta and As her reign comes to an end, Miss SNPJ 2017 ELIZABETH HARTMAN is thankful 

for the support she has received over the last year, especially from her family and her 
home Lodge in Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138.

A farewell, with thanks, from Miss SNPJ 2017

SEE MISS SNPJ FAREWELL
ON PAGE 10

briefly

The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are Aug. 1 and Sept. 1. All material must 
be received by Wednesday, July 19, for 
the Aug. 1 issue, and by Wednesday, 
Aug. 16, for the Sept. 1 issue. If you are 
concerned about making the deadline, 
send an e-mail to prosveta@snpj.com 
or submit your material via the publica-
tions area of our website, www.snpj.org.

THE
DEADLINE

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office be closed Tuesday, July 4, in cel-
ebration of Independence Day. Normal 
office hours, 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., will 
resume Wednesday, July 5. We wish all 
SNPJ members and friends a happy and 
safe Independence Day.

Home Office closed for
the 4th of July holiday

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office has been notified of the April 28, 
2017, passing of Bro. Edward M. Tomsic, 
president of Lodge 218 in Denver.

On behalf of the entire Society, the 
members of the Executive Committee 
and Home Office staff extend their con-
dolences to Bro. Tomsic’s family and 
friends on their loss. See page 6 for a 
complete obituary.

Society sympathies
for Lodge 218 president

CLE ELUM, Wash. — The Lodge 371 
fall meeting will be held Sunday, Sept. 10, 
at the home of Cheryl Maras in Ronald, 
Wash. All members are encouraged to 
attend. A potluck will follow the 1 p.m. 
meeting. Those attending are asked to 
contact Ken Kladnik at (509) 929-0896 
for additional information.

KEN KLADNIK
Lodge 371 President

Lodge 371 has a Sept.
meeting on the agenda

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — Everybody 
is invited to Fraternal Weekend at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center on Friday and Saturday, Aug. 
11-12, for a weekend of fun!

The weekend will kick off in the Gostilna 
at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 11, as we welcome 
the SNPJ Western Pa. Button Box Club to 
the stage.

On Saturday, Aug. 12, a balina tournament 
will begin at 9 a.m. in the Balinarena. At 4 p.m., 
a beanbag toss tournament will take place in 
the area near the upper pavilion. Entry forms 
for these co-ed tournaments can be obtained 
by e-mailing krichards@snpj.com. You can 
also sign up at the Recreation Center office 

by 9 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 11. The entry fee is 
$5 per person, and you can enter as a team or 
individually.

Saturday will also feature a free dance 
in the Upper Pavilion. The Eddie Rodick 
Orchestra will take the stage from 3 to 4:30 
p.m. and 6 to 7:30 p.m. The Don Wojtila Or-
chestra will perform from 4:30 to 6 p.m. and 
7:30 to 9 p.m. The kitchen will be providing 
a full menu for purchase, including barbecue 
chicken and lamb.

Reserve your cabin for Fraternal Weekend 
by calling the Rec Center at (724) 336-5180.

On behalf of the Fraternal Weekend planning 
committee, we look forward to seeing all of you 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center Aug. 11-12 as we 
enjoy the spirit of fraternalism.

Get ready for Fraternal Weekend
Aug. 11-12 at the Recreation Center

by JEAN KOCI 
Lodge 786 Secretary/Treasurer

ORANGE COUNTY, Calif. — Orange Coast Lodge 786 
members hosted their annual Wine & Beer Tasting Picnic 
in Temecula, Calif., on June 11. The day started out a little 
cloudy and drizzly, so we were hoping the weather would 
improve – and it did! The sun came out in time for the first 
tasting, but it never got too hot (as it sometime does in this 
inland valley).

Although the guest count was fewer than usual, every-
one in attendance had a great time and received a bit more 
attention than they would have with a larger crowd. The 
wines were very good and there were four beers to choose 
from, each a bit different than the typical domestic variet-
ies. Wiens Family Cellar always does a wonderful job, so 

A vintage time at the Lodge 786 wine tasting picnic

Lodge 786 members 
fRED MLAKAR, 
GARY AMBROZCH, 
SARA AMBROZICH, 
TERESA KOCI and 
CAROL JANCICH 
enjoying the annual 
Lodge 786 Wine & 
Beer Tasting Picnic, 
held June 11 in 
Temecula, Calif.

SEE WINE TASTING PICNIC
ON PAGE 10

Slovenefest 2017 is 
coming July 7-9! 

Check out the 
entertainment 

schedule, then plan 
to join us at the 

Recreation Center.
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Lodge/Organization

Type of Event 
 
 

Site 
 
 

If a concert or dance, who is
performing? 
 
 

Date 

Time 

Who to contact 
 
 

Phone (        )

Complete and return to: 
PROSVETA

247 W. Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA  15126-9774

e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

• JULY 4 ........Fourth of July dance at the SNPJ 
Farm, Kirtland, Ohio; 1-7 p.m. Music 
by the Del Sinchak and Frank Stanger 
bands, food catered by Joe Tavcar. For 
more information contact Val Pawlowski 
at (330) 318-3004.

• JULY 7-9 .....The 36th Slovenefest and the 61st 
Miss SNPJ Pageant at the SNPJ Recre-
ation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. For 
details contact the Recreation Center 
toll-free by phone at 1-877-767-5732 or 
e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

• JULY 16 .......Cleveland Lodge 53 picnic at the 
SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio; 1 p.m. Music 
by the Jeff Pecon Orchestra. For more 
information contact Martha Meglich at 
(440) 884-5043.

• JULY 16-21 .... First Family Week at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For additional information contact 
the SNPJ Recreation Center toll-free 
by phone at 1-877-767-5732 or e-mail 
snpj@snpjrec.com.

• JULY 23-28 .... Second Family Week at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For additional information contact 
the SNPJ Recreation Center toll-free 
by phone at 1-877-767-5732 or e-mail 
snpj@snpjrec.com.

• JULY 23 ......Cleveland Lodge 576 picnic cel-
ebrating National Vanilla Ice Cream Day 
at the SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio.  Doors 
open at 1 p.m. with performances by 
Patty C & The Guys and the Joey Tom-
sic Orchestra starting at 2. For tickets 
contact Lou Novak at (440) 796-6203.

• JULY 30 ......Loyalites Lodge 158 annual picnic at 
the SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio; 3-7 p.m. 
Music by the Eddie Rodick Orchestra. 
This Cleveland Indians-themed picnic 
will feature drawings and a visit from 
Skipper, the mascot of the Lake County 
Captains. 

• AUG. 11-12 .....Fraternal Weekend at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For additional information contact 
Fraternal Director Kevin Richards by 
phone at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144, or 
e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

• AUG. 6  .......Cleveland Athletic League (CAL) 
annual picnic at the SNPJ Farm in 
Kirtland, Ohio. Gates open at 1 p.m., 
dinners served starting at 2, dancing 
from 3-7 p.m. to the Ron Likovic Band. 
For tickets and more information, contact 
Linda Gorjup at (440) 853-8776.

• AUG. 13 ......Utah Slovenian Day Picnic hosted by 
Utah Lodges 113, 689 and 757 at Price 
City Park, Price, Utah; noon-5 p.m. For 
additional information phone Joanne 
Lessar at (435) 637-6925.

• AUG. 20 ..........Chicago District Federation din-
ner dance at the Slovenian Catholic Cen-
ter, Lemont, Ill. Baked good donations 
welcome. For details contact Marianne 
Murray at (773) 582-2632.

• AUG. 20-25 .....Senior Week at the SNPJ Rec-
reation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. 
For details contact the SNPJ Recreation 
Center toll-free by phone at 1-877-767-
5732 or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

• SEPT. 1-3 .......National SNPJ Days weekend at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. For additional informa-
tion contact Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144, 
or e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

• SEPT. 4 .......Labor Day dance at the SNPJ Farm, 
Kirtland, Ohio; 1-7 p.m. Music by the Ed-
die Rodick Orchestra and Frank Stanger 
Band. For details contact Val Pawlowski 
at (330) 318-3004.

• SEPT. 30 .....Wine & Sausage Festival at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of 
SNPJ, Pa. For additional information 
contact the SNPJ Recreation Center 
toll-free by phone at 1-877-767-5732 or 
e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

• OCT. 22.......Westmoreland County (Pa.) Federa-
tion Fall Festival Dance at the Yukon 
Slovenian Hall, Yukon, Pa.; 2-6 p.m. 
Music by the Don Wojtila Band. Food and 
refreshments will be available. For more 
information contact MaryAnn Bebar at 
(724) 244-4986.

by SHARON UJCICH (665)
Slovene Americans of Western Pa.

PITTSBURGH — Whatever percentage Slovenian 
blood you may have, American Slovene Day in 
Western Pennsylvania is a must on July 30! It will 
be a “diamond day” as we celebrate the 75th an-
niversary of this gathering of Slovenes and friends. 
Be a part of this amazing milestone in the Slovene 
community of Pittsburgh.

Join friends and bring your family to the 75th 
American Slovene Day Picnic on Sunday, July 30, 
at the Syria Shriner’s Picnic Pavilion in Cheswick, 
Pa. It’s a new venue for this Slovene Day summer 
soiree featuring many tastes of Slovenia, from 
the savory to the sweet. Kranjsko klobase, potica, 
krofe and Bled’s famous krem šnita will be among 
the tempting lineup of offerings, as well as Krek’s 
Burgers & Dogs Slovene Day specialties. They 
always have a line waiting for juicy burgers, chicken 
concoctions and their famous fries.

So many anticipate the Slovene Day bake sale, 

where tables will be brimming with home baked 
goods made with lots of love by our ladies. Krem 
šnita, apple strudel, cobblers and krofe have long 
been favorites among Slovene Day attendees. For 
years, ladies and gentlemen have baked for this 
day, and we are so very grateful. We have the best 
bakers this side of Ljubljana!

Oh, yes; there will be music at Slovene Day! 
Frank Stanger and his orchestra, and Murski Val 
from Canada, will be sharing the bandstand all 
afternoon starting at 1 p.m. Get those legs limbered 
and shoes polished, and dance the afternoon away.

A program is planned with Honorary Slovene 
Consul Petra Bračko Mitchell, and past presidents 
Joe Jereb and Bob Zgonc will share a few words and 
a proclamation to herald the 75th American Slovene 
Day. We’ll also have some fun with the audience. 
Prizes will be awarded with music give-aways for 
those with Slovene folk song skills. 

SNPJ will have a fraternal booth promoting their 
life insurance, and financial and social benefits. 

Stop by to talk to a representative.
Great music, good food, sweet treats and friends 

all around – that’s what has made the American 
Slovene Day Picnic a success. Bring your children 
and grandchildren, and spend the day with the Slo-
vene Americans of Western Pennsylvania.  There’s 
a huge lawn and playground for the kids to enjoy.

With easy access from the Pennsylvania Turn-
pike Allegheny Valley Exit and Route 28, this year’s 
American Slovene Day will take place at the Syria 
Shriner’s Picnic Pavilion in Chewick. The pavilion 
is covered and offers picnic tables that seat more 
than 750 people. It’s a great place and location. We 
invite you to get creative and decorate your picnic 
table in celebration of the 75th anniversary. 

Pridi, vidi in vzemi! Come, see and partake in 
the 75th American Slovene Day on Sunday, July 30; 
a diamond jubilee that will be proudly celebrated. 
Reserve the day and be a part of our community 
history here in Western Pennsylvania.

vsi ste dobrodošli! Everyone is welcome!

W.Pa. American Slovene Day marking its 75th anniversary

by KURT SEIFERT (643)
Youth Circle 7 Co-director

GIRARD, Ohio — Golden Eagles 
Lodge 643 and Youth Circle 7 
members have been busy in 2017!

The annual Circle 7 Easter 
party was a great way to start 
off the year’s events for Lodge 
643. Co-Director Kurt Seifert, 
along with his mother Kathleen 
and grandmother Kathy Nail, 
hosted the traditional festivities. 
The children thoroughly enjoyed 
lunch, an Easter egg hunt and 
many other games. Following the 
activities, each child got to meet 
and have their picture taken with 
the Easter Bunny. We would like 
to express our gratitude to Amen 
Corner in Girard, the host of this 
annual event and several other 
Lodge 643 activities.

Many thanks to Lodge 643 
Treasurer Joan Twaddle for han-
dling the finances. Thank you also 
to Jack Twaddle for orchestrat-
ing the appearance of the Easter 
Bunny, who, as always, brought a 
bundle of happiness and fun to the 
party. The Twaddle family always 
goes above and beyond to help our 
Lodge, and their work and dedi-
cation is met with a tremendous 
amount of respect and admiration. 
From me, my family and all those 
in Circle 7 and Lodge 643, thank 
you very much.

On May 7, we held our second 
event of the year: our Golden 
Eagles annual polka dance. The 
Frank Stanger Orchestra came to 
fill the night with joy and music 

at the St. George Croatian Center, 
and joyful it was. All of the danc-
ers and everyone in the audience 
greatly enjoyed the music and the 
fun times that were had, and we 
would like to thank the Frank 
Stanger Orchestra for their great 
performance.

Our third event was Join Hands 
Day in June. Over the course of 
three days, Lodge 643 members 
raked leaves, dug soil, removed 
weeds, clipped bushes, planted 
four new bushes and applied new 
mulch around the gazebo at Todd 
Park, one of the jewels in our fair 
city of Girard. Thank you to every-
one who was able to lend a hand for 
Join Hands Day! The work that we 
did and the time that we put into 
our efforts made a difference, and 
it was my honor to be a part of that.

The Golden Eagles would 
like to thank Lodge Treasurer 
Joan Twaddle, Sgt.-at-Arms Jack 
Twaddle, David Twaddle, Circle 7 
Co-Director Kurt Seifert Jr., Lodge 
Secretary Kathleen Seifert, Kathy 
Nail and President Ray Kovac for 
taking time away from their busy 
schedules to help maintain our 
beautiful park for city and town-
ship residents. 

As a reminder, there will be 
no Lodge 643 meeting in July, but 
please mark your calendar for our 
upcoming meeting dates: Aug. 17, 
Sept. 21, Oct. 19 and Nov. 16. Our 
Lodge meetings are held Thursday 
evenings and begin at 6:30 p.m. at 
Amen Corner in Girard. We’ll see 
you there!

The members of Youth Circle 7 and SNPJ Lodge 643 in Girard have been busy 
this spring, first celebrating the Easter holiday at Amen Corner [above], then 
hosting a clean up day in June at Todd Park as their Join Hands Day project.

Girard Lodge 643, Youth Circle 7 keeping busy in 2017

by WILMA VUKOVICH
Lodge 153

YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio — The May 
meeting of SNPJ Lodge 153 was held 
in the Shepherd of the Valley main 
building in Poland, Ohio. Plans are 
underway for our 2017 activities, 
including our Christmas party which 
will be held Dec. 3.

Members would like to send 
deepest sympathies to the families 
of Frank Dublikar Jr., who passed 
away April 15 at the age of 93, and 
Ann Babich, who passed away April 
16 at the age of 94.

The Lodge extends get well wishes 
to Chris Cernic; Sophie Pavlich, who 
had hip replacement surgery; and 

Mary Lou O'Riley, who had back 
surgery.

Happy birthday wishes go out to 
Joe Pitko, who celebrated his 86th 
birthday on May 22. We’d also like 
to extend birthday wishes to all those 
who celebrated in January, February, 
March, April and May.

The Lodge 153 meetings in 

2017 will continue to be held in the 
Shepherd of the Valley clubroom in 
Poland. Our next meeting date is Aug. 
15. The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. 
and refreshments will be served.  We 
will honor those celebrating SNPJ 
membership anniversaries this year. 
All members are welcome and encour-
aged to attend.

Youngstown Lodge 153 will recognize honorees in August

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society
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SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
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Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
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for conversions 

3.0% Loyalty 5 Annuity
3.0% first-year guarantee rate
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Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

My old college roommate left a message on my 
answering machine several weeks ago. I was 
surprised because even though we exchange 

Christmas cards each year with a letter mentioning the high 
points of our lives, I hadn’t spoken to her in five years. She 
left a cryptic message saying she had a dream about me 
and felt the need to check on me. It was two days before 
I had a chance to call her back, and one of my first ques-
tions was “What was the dream about?” She answered 
in her quick and biting tone, a tone I suddenly realized I 
missed, “I forget now. If you had called two days ago, I 
would have remembered.”

We talked for over an hour, and we could have gone on 
for several more. We picked up right where we left off, and 
even though a lot has happened and we’ve both changed, 
I hung up feeling very much like the 19-year-old me of long 
ago. We agreed to keep in better touch, and we discovered 
that we have a few simple items on our bucket lists that 
we plan to do together. I ended our conversation with a 
smile on my face that remained there the rest of the day.

We all have at least one friend who brings that all-day 
smile to our face and into our heart. There is now proof 
that keeping such relationships alive helps keep the brain 
and the body healthy. Studies show that staying in touch 
with friends has a positive impact on our immune system 
and our ability to recover from all types of health problems. 
With good friends to support you, there is actually a lesser 
chance of developing cardiovascular disease, arthritis, 
diabetes, cancer and Alzheimer’s.

One way to stay in touch with friends and to stay active 
is to attend the upcoming Slovenefest July 7-9 at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center in Enon Valley, Pa. You can dance to 
any number of bands, enjoy the many foods that will be 
available, or just sit under a tree and reminisce with an old 
friend. Slovenefest is famous for bringing family and friends 
together, and it’s notorious for keeping you hopping. Going 
to Slovenefest and seeing old friends will bring a smile to 
your face that I’m betting will last all day!

When you need a break, wander on over to the Member-
ship Booth and talk with some of our SNPJ agents about 
purchasing life insurance for yourself, your children or your 
grandchildren. You can even open an annuity right there 
on the spot and start saving for the future. 
And don’t leave the booth without entering 
the drawing for some free gift giveaways!

• Thought for the Month — Friends are 
flowers in the garden of life.

Proverb

Catching up 
with old friends

Ljubljana will likely grow 
to 300,000 by 2025
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Should existing 
population trends continue, the Slovenian 
capital of Ljubljana will probably have 
more than 300,000 residents in 2025, 
according to a projection made on the 
basis of data released by the National 
Statistics Office.

The number of residents is also ex-
pected to continue to increase in some 
municipalities surrounding Ljubljana, 
as well as in certain municipalities in 
the vicinity of Slovenia’s second largest 
city, Maribor. However, Maribor is not 
expected to see a significant growth in 
population by 2025. The city had 110,543 
residents in July 2016, according to the 
most recent data.

In addition to Ljubljana, the projec-
tion, prepared as part of the Golden 
Rock regional development project, sees 
Ljubljana neighbors Domzale, Skofljica, 
Grosuplje, Kamnik, Medvode, Ivančna 
Gorica, Brezovica, Mengeš and Vrhnika 
as municipalities where the number of 
residents will increase substantially by 
2025.

Among the country’s major urban 
centers, the number of residents is also 
projected to increase in Kranj, Koper 
and Novo mesto.

Slovenia’s total population stood at 
2,065,895 at the beginning of 2017, an 
increase of less than 0.1 percent com-
pared to the beginning of 2016.

Slovenian scientists 
make new DNA discovery
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Two Slovenian 
scientists at the Chemistry Institute have 
discovered a new feature of DNA, the 
building block of life, which they believe 
could have serious implications for the 
development of medicines. Their paper 
was published in the Nature Communi-
cations Journal in mid-May.

Doctoral student Vojc Kocman and 
his mentor, Janez Plavec, working at the 
Chemistry Institute’s National NMR 
Spectrometry Center, discovered a new 
structural family of DNA which they 
have labeled AGCGA-quadruplexes.

These are short sections of DNA 
that do not have the typical double helix 
structure but are instead tetrahelical; 
only two other tetrahelical structures 
have been discovered before.

To date, Kocman and Plavec have 
identified 46 different structures of 
AGCGA-quadruplexes, and all have 
been identified in genes associated 
with diseases such as autism, epilepsy, 
schizophrenia and bone cancer.

Kocman says knowing the structures 
into which DNA transforms is key to 
successfully developing drugs. “What is 
particularly interesting is that they form 
a structure that nobody has described 
before,” Plavec said.

Despite the potential for medicine, 
Plavec says it is too early to talk about 
practical applications. “We have shown 
the structure exists, but plenty of stud-
ies will have to be conducted before we 
define specific applications,” he said.

Slovenia introducing drug 
authentication system
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Slovenia will 
be among the first five European coun-
tries to introduce a national information 
system to ensure drug authenticity and 
safety. The system, aimed at eradicating 
counterfeit pharmaceuticals, is planned 
to launch in February 2019.

The authentication system was dis-
cussed in Ljubljana on June 7, the date 
marking the 10th anniversary of the 
Public Agency for Medicinal Products 
and Medicinal Devices.

Following the terms of an EU direc-
tive, every container of prescription 
drugs will be required to carry a unique 
barcode which will be tested by pharma-
cies when the drugs are issued to patients 
and which will allow all drugs to be 
traced all the way from the producer to 
the patient.

According to Medicinal Products 
and Medicinal Devices Agency Deputy 
Director Stanislav Primožič, the serial 
number of each box that has been issued 
will be visible across Europe, and trying 
to issue another box with the same serial 
number will trigger an alarm.

In Slovenia, the system will be devel-
oped by the Drug Authenticity Institute, 
which was established in October 2016 by 
the Forum of International Research and 
Development Pharmaceutical Compa-
nies, the Association of Slovenian Drug 
Producers, the Chamber of Pharmacies 

and the drug wholesaler division at the 
Chamber of Commerce. The pilot test-
ing phase will be launched in September 
or October.

Breda Barbič-Žagar, the medical 
director at the Krka pharmaceuticals 
company, said they were ready for the 
introduction of the system, although in-
troducing such extensive change would 
present a tremendous financial burden 
since Krka’s production lines would 
require upgrades.

Miran Golub, a representative of the 
Chamber of Pharmacies, said that in 
addition to revealing counterfeit drugs, 
another advantage of the system is its 
ability to allow clear tracking of which 
patients received which drugs, as well as 
better monitoring of side effects.

Bees take center stage
at European Commission
BRUSSELS, Belgium (STA) — In 
mid-May, Slovenia opened an interactive 
pavilion on the life of bees at the seat of 
the European Commission in Brussels. 
Buzzing with virtual reality, the Bee 
World pavilion is part of Slovenia’s 
campaign to have the date of May 20 
declared World Honeybee Day.

Throughout the display, the pavilion 
brought the world of bees closer to visi-
tors with videos and an app that allowed 
guests to explore the life and habits of 
the Carniolan honeybee.

“We made a 360-degree video so that 
people can really get the feel of life in and 
in front of a beehive. Visitors can even fly 
like bees,” explained Marko Cafnik, the 
producer of the virtual reality features.

At the pavilion opening, EU Environ-
ment Commissioner Karmenu Vella, 
who welcomed Slovenia’s initiative, 
highlighted the importance of bees, 
which are threatened by climate change 
and substandard agricultural practices.

The host of the event, EU Transporta-
tion Commissioner Violeta Bulc, stated 
that legislation protecting all pollina-
tors was in the making because of their 
importance for humans.

The human factor was reiterated by 
Slovenian Beekeepers Association Presi-
dent Boštjan Noč, who noted that “every 
third bite [of food] we take is the result 
of pollination by bees. It is important 
that the world recognize the importance 
of bees at least once a year,” he added.

Slovenia has been trying to have 
World Honeybee Day declared since 
2014, and Slovenian Agriculture Min-
ister Dejan Židan expects the efforts to 
bear fruit in December, when the UN 
General Assembly will have its final say 
on the matter.

Before that, the UN Food and Agri-
culture Organization (FAO) has to give 
the initiative the green light at the 40th 
FAO Conference, scheduled for July.

Minister Židan believes that the effort 
has a 95 percent chance of success, and 
that the first World Honeybee Day will 
be celebrated in 2018. Slovenia will host 
a global conference on bees on the eve 
of the first bee day, Židan added.

Europe’s oldest music, 
instruments on display
LJUBLJANA (STA) — In mid-June, the 
Slovenian National Museum launched 
a traveling exhibition showcasing Eu-
rope’s oldest instruments and offering a 
unique hands-on experience to visitors. 
“Archaeomusica: Exploring the Sounds 
and Music of Ancient Europe” is an 
interactive show featuring high -quality 
replicas and reconstructions of ancient 
European instruments.

Visitors are welcome to play on 
some of the instruments; a number of 
multimedia installations explain how the 
instruments are made and played, and 
offer the experience of playing.

Prior to the opening, museum repre-
sentative Peter Turk said the exhibition 
proved that music has been a part of 
people’s lives from the very beginning.

The exhibits include the Divje Babe 
flute, discovered in a cave in western 
Slovenia in 1995, which is possibly the 
world’s oldest known musical instru-
ment.

The exhibition is divided into three 
sections, the first of which, “Primordial 
Sounds of Humanity,” demonstrates how 
music developed during the Stone Age, 
between about 60,000 and 2,500 years 
B.C. The second section, “Instruments 
Through the Ages,” traces the develop-

ment of instruments and musical contacts 
between various cultures through the 
Bronze and Iron Ages. The third section, 
dubbed “Music for the Living, Music for 
the Gods,” explores how ancient instru-
ments were originally played and details 
the meaning of the sounds to society at 
that time.

Also on display are the spectacular 
sound artifacts discovered in Pompeii 
which demonstrate the presence of 
music and sounds in ancient urban 
environments.

A multimedia installation, Soundgate, 
takes visitors to the distant past through 
sounds and a simulation of various his-
toric settings, such as an ancient theater 
or Stonehenge in the UK.

Both children and adults have the 
opportunity to explore, make and play 
replicas of ancient instruments. The 
exhibition is the product of the five-year 
European Music Archaeology Project.

The show’s designer, Arnd Adje Both 
of the German Archaeological Institute, 
said it took three years to complete the 
exhibition, which will be touring Europe 
for two years. Running through Sept. 
24 in Ljubljana, the display will be ac-
companied by concerts, workshops, pre-
sentation and an international academic 
conference on Music in the Stone Age, 
which will be held in late August.

Slovenia’s music heritage 
digitized for posterity
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Slovenia’s In-
stitute of Ethnomusicology has teamed 
up with the Ljubljana Faculty of Com-
puter and Information Science to create 
a database of Slovenian folk music in 
an effort to preserve the heritage and 
facilitate research.

Currently comprising more than 
3,000 Slovenian folk songs, the EtnoMuz 
archive also provides the tools that will 
make search and analysis easier and, in 
some cases, possible at all.

According to Matija Marolt, the 
director of the Computer Graphics and 
Multimedia Lab at the Faculty of Com-
puter and Information Science, one of the 
goals of the project is to ease access to a 
cultural heritage that is dying out. “For 
a decade, the faculty has been working 
with the Institute of Ethnomusicology 
on the material it keeps. This material is 
very easy to digitize, but the sheer size 
of it makes it harder to make your way 
around it and analyze it,” Marolt said.

During the presentation, faculty and 
institute experts presented practical 
examples of an analysis of folklore and 
ethnomusicological content, as well as 
methods of music information retrieval 
and natural language processing.

EtnoMuza is not yet accessible to the 
general public, but some folk songs are 
available for listening via the EtnoFletno 
portal, which enables searching within 
a smaller segment of the institute’s ar-
chives. Search is possible by using quotes 
from lyrics or by melody – the user sings 
a portion of the song and the browser 
recognizes the song.

The Institute of Ethnomusicology is 
the oldest institute of the Scientific Re-
search Center of the Slovene Academy 
of Sciences and Arts.

Bill Murray, the face 
of Slovenia Vodka, visits
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Actor Bill 
Murray finally paid a visit to Slovenia, a 
full four years since he became the face 
of Slovenia Vodka in the United States. 
Murray’s three-day, whirlwind tour of 
the country included an obligatory stop 
in Sevnica, the birthplace of First Lady 
Melania Trump.

Murray came to Slovenia on June 6 
at the invitation of American chef Peter 
Kelly and Emil Gasparin, a Slovenian 
businessman working in the United 
States. Kelly and Gasparin, who con-
ceived the idea for the buckwheat-based 
Slovenia Vodka, signed on Bill Murray, 
who went on to become a partner in the 
joint venture.

By promoting Slovenia Vodka, Mur-
ray is in fact acting out in real life his 
role in Sofia Coppola’s film “Lost in 
Translation,” which features Murray’s 
character promoting whiskey in Japan.
But Murray told the press that there was 
one major difference: “At least I get a 
drink from these people, I didn’t get an 
ounce of whiskey,” he said.

After spending the day in Ljubljana, 
Murray visited the lakeside resort of 
Bled and Melania Trump’s hometown 
of Sevnica.
the articles comprising this feature have 
been reprinted with permission from the 
slovenian Press agency (sta).
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Important figures to consider...
29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

1-800-843-7675

!
If your coverage is over 5 years old,

contact SNPJ for a policy review.

PROSVETA Crossword
Fun in the Sun (#0717) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. Fastening device
6. Computer-generated
 imagery, acr.
9. Savannah College of Art
 and Design
13. Of the kidneys
14. Not decaf.
15. Flourishing
16. “The ____ of defeat”
17. Tide alternative
18. “Pokémon,” e.g.
19. *Hitting the water
21. *In the open air
23. RNs’ org.
24. Not happening
25. Eastern title
28. Open-mouthed
 astonishment
30. Muslim woman’s headscarf
34. Foul substance
36. *Hang out till these come home
38. *July 4th and Labor Day events
40. Novice
41. Addressable locker
43. Calf at a grocery store
44. Biased perspective
46. Ore deposit
47. Home to Sacramento Kings
48. “Live and ____”
50. Telephoned

52. Definite article
53. Same as eon
55. *Poison ____
57. *Lawn pastime
61. Become undone
65. Nonsense
66. “Dancing in the Rain” dance
68. Window treatment
69. Plural of atrium
70. Id’s partner
71. Brickowski of “The LEGO 
 Movie”
72. *Pick berries, e.g.
73. Movie director Howard
74. Back of the neck, pl.

DOWN
1. Underwater hermit
2. Toy brick
3. Dwarf buffalo
4. ____ ray
5. Applying oneself diligently
6. Rugged rock
7. Hair raiser
8. Meltable home
9. *Volleyball turf
10. The Muse of history
11. Shells in a magazine
12. Textile worker
15. Jamaican vernacular
20. Civil rights org.

22. “Gross!”
24. Neonatology patient
25. Play parts
26. *Fired up for BBQ
27. Same as auras
29. *Alternative to #33 Down
31. Indonesian island
32. Weather advisory, e.g.
33. *Cooling off spot
35. Spanish lady
37. Scotch accompaniment
39. Kind of gin
42. Xe
45. Cause for an ER visit
49. Clinton ____ Rodham
51. *Horticulturist’s patch
54. Weasel’s aquatic cousin
56. Stealing is bad ____
57. Burn to charcoal
58. Traditional learning method
59. Edible pod
60. Witty remark
61. 2nd word in many fairytales
62. Femme fatale
63. D’Artagnan’s sword
64. TV classic  “____ Make
 a Deal”
67. Gone by

The solution to puzzle #0717 will 
run in the Aug. 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media

ANNOUNCE IT

Youth member accepts 
coveted ballet invitation
LA SALLE, Ill. — 
This spring, Katarina 
M. Jakimier, a youth 
member of SNPJ Lodge 
2, received invitations 
to study and train 
year-round in Europe’s 
most prestigious ballet 
schools. In March, she 
accepted her offer from 
the world-renowned 
John Cranko Schule 
of the State Academy 
of Ballet in Stuttgart, 
Germany.

The Stuttgart Bal-
let and its associated 
Academy is one of the 
oldest and most presti-
gious ballet schools in 
the world. The Academy’s curriculum focuses on classical 
technique, modern and contemporary dance, and dance 
and music history and theory. Many of the Academy’s 
alumni are principal dancers, directors, ballet educators 
and scholars in the world’s other leading ballet companies 
and schools. As students, dancers participate in Stuttgart 
Ballet performances, including numerous performances 
across Germany and in Russia, France, Austria, Hungary, 
Japan, Greece, the USA and Canada. Students leave the 
Ballet Academy as state-certified classical dancers.

After graduating high school in May with a 4.0 GPA, 
15-year-old Katarina will move to Germany in August. She 
spent a very successful 2015 fall semester studying and 
training at the Bolshoi Ballet Academy in Moscow, Russia 
(Bolshoi), and received year-round training offers from 
Bolshoi, the John Cranko Schule and the Kirov Academy 
of Ballet, among others, in previous years.

Katarina is the daughter of Eric O. and Mary Y. Jakimier, 
Esq. She is part of a long line of SNPJ members, including 
brother Nicholas, mother Mary, grandmother Barbara A. Mi-
helsic Pierson, and great-grandmother Mary Lazar Mihelsic 
Skoda. In addition to her semester in Moscow, Katarina lived 
and attended school with cousins in Škofja Loka, Slovenia, 
for a short time in elementary school.

SNPJ Lodge 2 youth member 
KATARINA JAKIMIER accepted
an offer to train at the world-
renowned State Academy of 
Ballet in Stuttgart, Germany.

Johnstown Lodge 749 members spend time in Slovenia on the SNPJ tour
by EVELYN DIMPFL
Lodge 749 Secretary

JOHNSTOWN, Pa. — Well, 
it has certainly been a while 
since I’ve written for Pros-
veta, and I can’t come up 
with a good excuse.

I know that about nine 
people from the Johnstown 
area joined the SNPJ tour to 
Slovenia in June. By the time 
this article is printed, it will all 
be a memory. I hope Joanne 
Vasilko; Judy Edsall; Jim and 
Cathy Vasilko; Ken, Kim and 
Jennifer Zakraysek; Julie Wag-
ner; and Cindy Kranyc had a 
wonderful time. I can hardly 
wait to hear all about it! I was 
number six on the waiting 
list, which was too far down 
to expect an opening. When 
they left, I was sorry that I was 
waving goodbye.

SNPJ Lodge 749 member 

Zachary Jones attended the 
Young Adult Conference in 
June, and I’m sure he had a nice 
time.  Lodge 749 members do-
nated items for this year’s YAC 
project as delegates packed 
bags for patients undergoing 
chemotherapy treatment. Zak  
had a lot of donations to take 
with him.

The Lodge welcomes James 
P. Yurkovich and Allen J. 
Yurkovich as new SNPJ mem-
bers. But as new members 
arrive, we must bid farewell to 
those who have passed.

Sadly I acknowledge the 
death of Sis. Doris Kisha, who 
passed away in December. 
Doris and I were classmates in 
high school and sat beside each 
other in homeroom. She was a 
lovely person, and although we 
did not keep in touch, I have 
good memories of her. My 

sympathies to her sons, Mark 
and David.

Through correspondence 
from the SNPJ Home Office, I 
learned of the February passing 
of Bro. Andrew M. Misenko 
of Fredericksburg, Va. To his 
family I extend heartfelt sym-
pathies as well.

Sis. Carolyn Zupanchick 
also passed away in February. 
She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Anthony, 
and a son, Joseph. Carolyn is 
survived by a son, Anthony; a 
daughter, Caroline McMahon; 
nine grandchildren; four great-
grandchildren; and a sister, 
Lois Suckart. To her family, 
please accept my sympathies 
on your loss.

Finally, Sis. Anna Jane 
Bendick died at age 98 on 
March 31. Ann was one of 
15 children born to Frank 

and Mary Kukenberger, who 
were next door neighbors to 
my father’s family. Anna is 
survived by a daughter, Joann 
Sheridan; a son, Edward; three 
grandchildren; and two great-
grandchildren. Ann celebrated 
her 80-year SNPJ membership 
anniversary in 2016, and she 
had many interesting stories to 
tell of her childhood and what 
it was like growing up in “hog-
back.” My deepest sympathies 
to her whole family.

The year 2017 finds many 
Lodge 749 members celebrat-
ing 50, 60, 70, or 80 years of 
SNPJ membership. Celebrating 
are 50-year members Martin J. 
Setinsek, David M. Horevay, 
Carl E. Koch, Joan M. Talley, 
Anthony S. Ukmar, Bruce Kle-
pack, Eleanor Beltz, Richard 
Fliss, Jack J. Jaber, Julia M. 
Bollman, Carol A. Knipple 

and Terrance M. Kuharchek; 
60-year members Lucia E. 
Soyka, Edward R. Ukmar, 
Josephine Guiterrez and Car-
men M. Skarl; 70-year member 
Grace A. Logar; and 80-year 
member Pauline Boyarsky. 
Congratulations to all!

There will be a dinner to 
honor these members in Sep-
tember. All celebrants will be 
notified in writing with the 
details, so be on the lookout for 

your letter later this summer.
With the arrival of summer, 

many people begin making 
plans. One plan that I have 
made is attending Senior Week 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center 
in August. My friend, Mary 
Lou Nosko, and I hope that all 
goes well and at least 48 other 
people sign on as well.

That’s about it for now. 
Here’s wishing everyone a very 
nice summer.

by PAULINE BARBISH
Lodge 53 President

CLEVELAND — V Boj 
Lodge 53 will again sponsor 
their annual summer picnic 
on Sunday, July 16. As always, 
the location will be the SNPJ 
Farm on Heath Road in Kirt-
land, Ohio.

The Farm gates will open at 
noon and the kitchen will start 
serving at 2 p.m. Our usual, 
very well-received menu will 
be available. Choose from a 

dinner of cabbage rolls or roast 
pork and gravy, complimented 
by mashed potatoes and green 
beans, or a sausage dinner 
with mashed potatoes and 
sauerkraut. Open-faced roast 
pork and sausage sandwiches, 
as well as hot dogs, will also 
be available. And don’t forget 
the krofe! I suggest taking a 
few home for a treat.

The day’s spotlight will be 
focused on the bandstand as 
the Jeff Pecon Orchestra will 

entertain beginning at 3 p.m. 
There will also be a special 
treat: guest accordionists Fred 
Kuhar and Joey Miskulin! 
They will be playing some 
well-known tunes with Jeff 
and the fellows for everyone’s 
dancing and listening pleasure.

V Boj Lodge 53 is proud 
to have nine honorees cel-
ebrating SNPJ membership 
anniversaries this year. I’d like 
to recognize 50-year members 
Dolores Scheid, Ken Muslusky, 

Margaret Pograis Bennish, 
Janice St. John, Jennie Smole 
and Francis Winton; 60-year 
members Patricia Wilks and 
Carol Kubasky; and 70-year 
member Martha Meglich, 
who has been the Lodge 53 
secretary for the last 46 years. 
Congratulations to all!

Everyone is invited to enjoy 
Sunday, July 16, with V Boj 
Lodge 53 at the SNPJ Farm for 
good food, magnificent music 
and friendly people.

Lodge 53 honoring members at annual Farm picnic

by TONI THOMEY 
Lodge 576 Recording Secretary

CLEVELAND — Hello to all 
Spartans Lodge 576 members! 
I hope everyone’s summer is 
going well.

It’s with great sadness that I 
report the passing of our dear 
friend, Sis. Dorothy Gorjup. 
Dorothy, at age 92, passed away 
May 30 with her family by her 
side. She was an extremely ac-
tive member of the SNPJ, and 
although she was not a Spartans 
member for long, Dorothy and 
her family always supported 
our Lodge. On behalf of my 
family, the Lodge 576 officers 
and all Spartans members, I 
offer my deepest sympathies to 
her family. She will be greatly 
missed.  

We are happy to announce 
that members Susan and Adam 
Dickinson welcomed a beauti-
ful baby boy into their family 
on May 29. Welcome, baby 
Isaac! Papa (Joe) Novak and 
Gigi (Nancy) Novak are so 
blessed. Congratulations to the 
whole family!

Please mark your calendar 
for our picnic at the SNPJ Farm 
in Kirtland, Ohio, on Sunday, 
July 23. We will be celebrating 
National Vanilla Ice Cream 
Day and honoring our 50-, 
60- and 70-year members. 

Spartans Lodge 
576 members took 
part in the CAL Don 
Gorjup Golf Open in 
May both on the links 
[above], with LOUIE 
NOVAK demonstrating 
“perfect” form, and 
[below] behind the 
grill, as National Board 
member LOU NOVAK 
and his granddaughter, 
GABBY THOMEY, 
served up steaks.

Spartans Lodge gearing up for their annual picnic
Entertainment for your danc-
ing pleasure will be provided 
by Patty C & The Guys and 
the Joey Tomsick Orchestra. 
Bring along your family and 
friends for a fun-filled day!  
For tickets contact Lou Novak 
at (440) 796-6203.

As always, we are looking 
for volunteers to help in the 
kitchen and behind the bar to 
make this a successful picnic. 
If you are interested in helping 
out, please contact Lou Novak 
at (440) 796-6203 or Karen 
Novak at (216) 965-3181.

Our annual casino bus trip 
will take place on Saturday, 
Nov. 18. More info will be 
provided closer the trip date.

We did not have a June 
Lodge meeting as several 
Spartans were enjoying a trip 
to Slovenia. I hope to see many 
of you at Slovenefest July 7-9 at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center in 
the Borough of SNPJ, Pa. Our 
own Patty C & The Guys will 
be entertaining in the Gostilna 
Friday, July 7, from 7 to 11 p.m. 
Joe Novak & Friends will be 
performing in the Gostilna 
Saturday, July 8, from 7 to 
10:30 p.m. Our own Lauren 
Sebusch will be competing in 
this year’s Miss SNPJ Pageant.  
Good luck, Lauren! We’re so 
proud of you and honored to 

have you represent Spartans 
Lodge 576.

The next Spartans meeting 
will be held Monday, July 10, 

at Waterloo Hall beginning at 
6:30 p.m. As always, if you have 
any news to share, contact me 
at (216) 744-4710.
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Badger Jabber
by BOB SMOLE

Lodge 584

MILWAUKEE — “I’m baaack!” Surgery 
and recuperation went well, but the doc-
tors found some other issues that I’ll have 
to deal with. No surprise; once they start 
looking, they’re bound to find something. 
Anyway, “Badger Jabber” has returned.

The most recent regular Badger Lodge 
584 meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent Tim Donovan at 7 p.m. on June 8 in the 
Mary Queen of Heaven gym as scheduled. 
There was a very small attendance for this 
meeting, probably because of the beautiful 
weather. All officers were present except 
Recording Secretary Mary Donovan. A 
moment of silence was observed in remem-
brance of Brothers Don Mohr, Robert E. 
Zakovsek, Leo Schuster; and Sisters Rose 
M. Peternal, Victoria Jean Bennett and 
Elizabeth D. Petrovick. Deepest sympa-
thies are extended to the families of these 
Badger Lodge 584 members.

With the low attendance, the business 
part of the meeting was considerably short. 
Bro. Tony Mlinar reported that all was 
ready for the annual SNPJ Tony Mlinar 
Sr. Memorial Golf Tournament that was 
held at the New Berlin Hill Golf Course 
on June 17. Bro. Mlinar indicated that 
the date conflicted with the U.S. Golf 
Open that took place at Arin Hills Golf 
Course in Arin, Wis. Some of the regular 
participants decided to take in “the big 
boys” (the professionals in the Open) since 
they haven’t played here for several years.

Bro. Mlinar indicated that about 70 
golfers were registered for the tournament. 
Dinner and awards followed the golfing 
at Lucky Lanes in Milwaukee, which is 
owned and operated by Bro. Tom and Sis. 
Michelle Schweiger. Tom and Tony worked 
together on this event, and the proceeds 
will be distributed to the Wisconsin Breast 
Cancer Showhouse.

There was no other business, so “Happy 
Birthday” was sung to the month’s cel-
ebrant, Bro. Bob Smole. The attendance 
award went to Bro. Tim Donovan. With 
no further business to conduct, the meet-
ing was adjourned. Coffee and a delicious 
rhubarb kuchen made by Sis. Amalie 
Smole was enjoyed by all.

Sadly, there are a few losses to report 
since my last article. Longtime SNPJ 
member, strong supporter of the Society 
and good friend Bro. Donald Mohr passed 
away May 12 at the age of 88. He was the 
beloved husband of the late Olga (Yerman) 
Mohr; dear father of James (Deborah) 
Mohr and Mary (David) Krocka; loving 
grandfather of two and great-grandfather 
of two. A visitation was held at Bevsek-
Verbick Funeral Home May 16, and the 

SNPJ Ritual was read at the service by Sis. 
Mary Cay Freiberg. Interment followed at 
Highland Memorial Park.

Bro. Mohr was a retired Wauwatosa 
Fire Fighter and a member of American 
Legion #449, having served in the U.S. 
Airforce for the SAC (England) Com-
mand. He was involved in the Milwaukee 
Federation of SNPJ Lodges for many years, 
and was instrumental in the annual SNPJ 
Day Picnic when it was in operation. I 
personally served with Bro. Mohr on those 
committees and he was a valuable, hard 
working man.

A longtime member and 10-year presi-
dent of the former SNPJ Lily Lodge 764, 
Bro. Mohr transferred to Badger Lodge 
584 through a Lodge merger. Don and wife 
Olga were the backbone of Lily Lodge 764 
for as long as I can remember, back when 
the Lodge had its own little Lily Club 
House around 19th and National Ave. in 
the 1950s. Olga was the director of the 
former SNPJ Youth Circle 8, and she and 
Don would handle the soda and ice cream 
booth at the SNPJ picnics. Those were 
the good old days! Farewell, Bro. Donald 
Mohr. You will certainly be missed, but 
not forgotten.

Another sad loss came with the pass-
ing of a dedicated supporter of Slovenian 
functions in the Milwaukee area. Rose 
M. Pugel-Zuponcic passed away May 6 
at the age of 97. She was the beloved wife 
of the late Rudy Zuponcic; dear mother of 
Rudy (Patricia) Pugel and Diane “Dolly” 
(Tom) Falk; grandmother of six and great-
grandmother of nine. A Mass of Christian 
Burial was held May 11 at St. John the 
Evangelist Catholic Church with interment 
at Mt. Olivet Cemetery.

Rose was a member of Slovenian Union 
of America Branch #43, CFU Sloga Lodge 
#1994, KSKJ St. John’s Lodge #65 and the 
Slovenian Retirees Club. She was also a 
member of the USPEH Chorus that per-
formed throughout the Milwaukee area. 
Her smiling face and pleasant demeanor 
were always welcoming at any function. 
Rose, you will be deeply missed by your 
family and many friends. adijo, Rose!

You know the future of SNPJ is reliant 
on its youth. In Milwaukee, we have many 
active young people who are motivated 
to continue attending SNPJ events like 
the Teens Experience Leadership (TEL) 
Workshop and the Young Adult Con-
ference (YAC). Several of these young 
members have reached milestones that 
should be recognized. Graduating from 
high school is certainly an event to men-
tion. I’m sure there must be more member 
graduates, but I’m only aware of three as 
of this writing. All three have attended 
TEL and are now attending YAC.  

Amber Schweiger, daughter of Bro. 
Tom and Sis. Michelle Schweiger, 
graduated in January from Whitnall High 

School. Since then she has been working 
at Autism Treatment Center and at her 
parents bowling establishment, Lucky 
Lanes. This fall she will be attending St. 
Ambrose in Davenport, Iowa. She was 
awarded a $15,000 scholarship from the 
university: $13,000 for academics and 
$2,000 for bowling. Amber plans to study 
occupational therapy and psychology, and 
will work her way to earning a doctorate in 
occupational therapy. She has her goals set 
and we want to wish her the best of luck in 
achieving them. Congratulations, Amber!

Tyler Trickle graduated from Oak 
Creek High School and has been in the 
National Guard for some time now. He 
has been promoted several times and has 
achieved the grade of Private First Class.  
His proud parents, Bro. Jeff and Sis. Kari 
Mlaker, can foresee his success as he will 
be receiving eight weeks of Advanced 
Individual Training (AIT) this summer. 
Upon completion, Tyler will continue his 
education under the National Guard at the 
University of Wisconsin-Parkside this fall. 
Congratulations, Tyler, for all you have 
achieved thus far! We hope that all of your 
future plans fall into place.

Bailey Phalen graduated from Green-
field High School in June. The proud 
parents are Kevin Phalen and Sis. Michele 
Melton. Bailey was awarded the Techni-
cal Excellence Scholarship: a three-year 
scholarship of $2,250 per year toward a 
technical college. He is currently enrolled 
at Waukesha County Technical College 
where he is majoring in business manage-
ment. Bailey has been employed at Pick’n 
Save Foods for the past three years and 
has moved up the ladder from bagging to 
customer service. Bailey is also striving 
to achieve the goals he has set, and his 
perseverance will prevail. Congratulations 
to Bailey, my grandson, on reaching this 
milestone. High school graduation is a 
huge success on the track to achieving 
your educational goals.

These three young Badger Lodge 
members have grown up with SNPJ in 
their background. As I mentioned, these 
three friends attended TEL together for 
several years and now they will attend 
the YAC. They deserve the recognition of 
achieving this triumph in life. Please let 
me know of the others who have gradu-
ated from high school and I will gladly put 
something in “Badger Jabber” regarding 
their achievements.

The next regular Badger Lodge 584 
meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 13, 
in the Mary Queen of Heaven gym, 2360 
S. 106 St. in West Allis, Wis., starting at 
7 p.m. Let’s try to have a better turnout for 
this one. We have over 1,200 members in 
Badger Lodge 584 – you’d think we could 
get a better attendance percentage. Bring 
your ideas to the floor of the meeting and 
get things going. We need your input!

by MICHELLE HRIBAR-HERNANDEZ
Lodge 1 President

CHICAGO — On May 18, Slavija Lodge 1 
members and friends enjoyed lunch and the 
hit musical “Chicago” at Drury Lane The-
atre in Oak Brook Terrace, Ill. “Chicago” 
is one of the longest-running musicals and 
continues to dazzle audiences.

On May 31, Lodge 1 held its regular 
meeting at Czech Plaza. We discussed 
how we will continue to engage in local 
fraternal activities, including the Chicago 
Federation dinner dance planned in August. 
We acknowledged the letter received from 
the SNPJ Home Office regarding the 2018 
National Convention, and we are beginning 
to plan accordingly.

On a separate note, former Lodge 1 
President Bro. Conrad Novak continues to 
recover from his fall and is missed at our 
meetings. We hope to see him, as well as 
other Lodge 1 members, at our next meeting, 
scheduled to begin at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, 
Sept. 6, at Czech Plaza in Berywn.

Enjoy your summer!

Slavija Lodge 1 
looking toward 
2018 Convention

by MELANIE MATIASEK
Lodge 559 Secretary

CHICAGO — The members of Lodge 559 held 
their second meeting of the year in May. It was 
great to see everyone.

During this meeting we held a second food 
drive for St. Cletus Church in LaGrange, Ill. 
Our members once again generously provided 
donations and Sis. Geri Matiasek delivered 
them to the church. Thank you to everyone who 
participated. We are planning a Christmas toy 
drive for our November meeting.   

We’re sorry to hear that Sis. Grace Doerk is 
still on the recovery list; we wish her the very 
best. I really miss seeing Grace at the Lodge 
meetings.

Please remember that Lodge 559 only meets 
four times a year, and our meeting dates for 
the remainder of the year are Aug. 11 and Nov. 
10.  We continue to meet at noon at the Czech 
Plaza Restaurant in Berwyn, Ill. We invite our 
members to join us for our Lodge meetings 
and lunch. It would be great to see more of our 
members in attendance.

The members of Pioneer Lodge 559 hosted a 
second successful food drive in May.

Lodge 559 has Aug. 11 meeting plans

by MARTHA MEGLICH
Lodge 53 Secretary

CLEVELAND — On May 19, Lodge 53 
mothers and grandmothers met at Dab-
rovnik Gardens for a Mother’s Day lun-
cheon, courtesy of the Lodge. Each mother 
and grandmother received a beautiful rose. 
It was nice to see them all enjoying each oth-
ers company and sharing stories as though 
they had known each other all their lives.

We missed seeing President Pauline 
Barbish at the luncheon. Sis. Barbish was 
not able to attend due to her recent knee 
replacement. I am happy to report that 
she came through with flying colors and 
is doing well.

Lodge 53 will host its annual picnic 
on Sunday, July 16, at the SNPJ Farm in 
Kirtland, Ohio. An afternoon of good food 
and music is planned.

We will once again be serving dinners 
of cabbage rolls, roasted pork or Slovenian 
sausage accompanied by mashed potatoes, 
krofe and coffee for $9. Of course, sand-
wiches will also be available for purchase. 
Music will be provided by the Jeff Pecon 
Orchestra. Joining him on stage will be 
special guests Fred Kuhar and Joey Misku-
lin. On a final note, V Boj Lodge 53 would 
like to congratulate young adult member 
Gregory Raimondo on his graduation from 
Heidelberg College.

V Boj Lodge 53 mothers and grandmothers enjoyed a 
May 19 luncheon in celebration of Mother’s Day.

Lodge 53 moms treated to a get together for Mother’s Day

Official Proceedings
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
May 4, 2017
The meeting was called to order at 1 p.m. by President Evanish 
with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
The minutes from the April 10, 2017, meeting were read and 
approved.
Met with Fraternal Director Bro. Kevin Richards and agreed to 
cancel Youth Roundup due to lack of participation – only about 20 
youth are registered. Agreed to hold the Young Adult Conference 
since there are 67 registrations, and agreed to cancel the TEL 
Workshop since, again, there are only around 20 registrations. 
The First Family Week will be held since there are more than 
50 people registered to attend.
A seismic monitor will be installed at the Recreation Center.
Agreed to a sponsorship, again, of $500 for half the cost of the 
float and advertising in the Canonsburg, Pa., 4th of July parade.
The meeting was adjourned at 3 p.m.
JOSEPH C. EVANISH
National President/CEO

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO

Nominated for 2015 Album of the Year
by the Cleveland Style Polka Hall of Fame

Fred Mlakar, Frank Rote & Friends

Now available!
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame or by contacting Fred Mlakar

fredmlakar@cox.net   —   (949) 654-8229

12 tracks, including new compositions:
The Warm California Sun

(nominated for 2015 Song of the Year)
The Girl from Cucamonga  •  Charlie’s Polka

by JERRY TROHA
Lodge 581 Secretary

ST. MARYS, Pa. — The Friday Niters musical enter-
tainment group has been delighting area nursing home 
residents, assisted living residents and senior citizens 
groups in the Elk County, Pa., area for more than a 
decade. Our group plays popular Slovenian-style music 
to delighted audiences at each venue. Our guests are 
always excited to see our name on the schedule, and they 
participate as much as possible with toe tapping, hand 
clapping, smiles and laughter. Many times, nurses aids 
even push the residents in a wheelchair polka-go-round. 
Many of the residents know us by name, as we do them.

SNPJ Lodge 581 is trying to generate enthusiasm for 
Slovenian music and dance. Our Lodge also supports the 
North Central Slovenian Polka Boosters group which 

holds weekly Sunday afternoon dances at local area clubs.
The Friday Niters will again be sponsored on a 

float in the annual Fourth of July parade in Brockway, 
Pa. This will be the fifth year of participation in this 
gigantic parade.

The quarterly meeting of Lodge 581 will be held 
Sunday, July 30, starting at 12:30 p.m. at the St. Marys 
Moose Club, prior to the Slovenian Polka Boosters 
weekly dance featuring the popular Bob Kravos Band 
from Cleveland at 2 p.m.

For additional information or a schedule of the 
weekly dances sponsored by the NCP Slovenian Polka 
Boosters, phone Pat Moore at (814) 837-9218 or e-mail 
moorski@verizon.net. For Lodge 581 inquires, contact 
Jerry Troha at (814) 781-6978 or e-mail jerometroha@
gmail.com.

Lodge 581 promotes Slovenian music and dance within the community

The Friday Niters musical group entertain at local nursing facilities to help 
promote Slovenian music in the St. Marys, Pa., community.

Cookbook for the Ages:
From the Slovenian Alps to America’s Tables

The cookbook compiled by the SNPJ Heritage Center is 
still available! For additional information, contact the 
SNPJ Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732.

Name _________________________________________

Address _______________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________

Phone __________________  Number of copies _______

Return this order form to:
SNPJ Heritage Center • 270 Martin Road • Enon Valley, PA  16120

$20 each plus $3 s/h for first 2 copies
For 3 or more books, add $1 shipping for each additional copy.
Make check or money order payable to SNPJ Heritage Center.
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Looking for information on your 
SNPJ life insurance and annu-
ity policies? Simply log on to 
snpj.org, click the “PolicyView 
Login” link, and then follow the 
step-by-step instructions.

at your fingertips
information

SNPJ fraternal sympathies

SNPJ Crossword
THE SIXTIES (#0617) solution

sis. sally Glavach
• Lodge 254 •

BON AIR, Pa. — The Gla-
vach family and members of 
Lodge 254 sadly announce 
the March 23, 2017, passing 
of Sis. Sally M. Glavach, 92, 
of Clarkston, Mich. She was a 
76-year SNPJ member. 

Sis. Glavach was well 
known for her beautiful peren-
nial gardens and her excep-

tional skills as a seamstress. 
She will be missed by many.

She was the adoring mother 
of Cindy (Chris) Bridgeman, 
Linda Millmine and David 
Glavach; the grandmother of 
Andy (Amber) Bridgeman, 
Jeffrey (Jennifer) Heath, Brian 
(Sherri) Bridgeman, Domi-
nick (Colleen) Heath, Ashley 
Glavach, Adam Glavach and 
Amber Glavach; and the great-
grandmother of seven. 

She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Dominick; and 
a brother, John Klyder.

A Funeral Mass for Sis. 
Glavach was celebrated on 
March 28 at St. Daniel Catholic 
Church, Clarkston, followed by 
a Rite of Committal in Ottawa 
Park Cemetery.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 254 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Glavach’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. edward M. toMsic
• Lodge 218 President •
DENVER — The Tomsic fam-
ily and members of Lodge 218 
sadly announce the April 28, 
2017, passing of Bro. Edward 
M. Tomsic, 92, at his home 
of 66 years with his wife by 
his side.

Bro. Tomsic was born into 
humble beginnings in Primero, 
a small coal camp in southern 
Colorado, on Nov. 26, 1924, 
to Edward and Mary Tomsic. 
He was a lieutenant in the U.S. 
Navy and graduated from the 
University of Colorado with 
a degree in electrical engi-
neering. On Nov. 25, 1948, 
he married Elizabeth “Liz” 
Duzenack in a small service 
in Walsenburg, Colo.

Ed had a distinguished 
career with the U.S. Bureau 
of Reclamation where he was 
involved with a multitude of 
projects throughout the world.  
At the time of his retirement, he 
was the assistant chief design 
engineer, the highest ranking 
electrical engineer in the Bu-
reau of Reclamation.

Bro. Tomsic was a life mem-
ber of the Institute of Electri-
cal and Electronics Engineers 
and a registered professional 
engineer with the State of 
Colorado. He saw his work on 
an assignment in Zaire, South 
Africa, as one of the highlights 
of his career. He coordinated 
development of the Inga-Shaba 
Project in Zaire, a 500-kilovolt, 
direct-current transmission 
system, and developed lasting 
friendships with some of the 
South African engineers that 
he worked with on the project.

Among his many accom-
plishments was Ed’s appoint-
ment as leader of the bureau’s 
Solar Energy Team, whose 
activities ultimately led to the 
wind turbine installations at 
Medicine Bow, Wyo. He was 
a member of Governor Lamm’s 
State of Colorado Solar Advi-
sory Group, a member on the 
U.S. Interagency Committee 
on Underground High Voltage 
Research, a member of the 
American National Standards 
Institute Committee on Power 
Switchgear, and served on nu-
merous task forces and steering 
committees related to research 

Bro. EDWARD M. TOMSIC (218)

DEATHS REPORTED
For the month of April 2017
   DATE Of
LODGE NAME DEATH CITY-STATE
 A02 Margaret M. Jones 03-01-2017 Bensalem, Pa.
 A02 Raymond Josef Utz 01-07-2017 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 3 Josephine L. Rovan 02-25-2017 Johnstown, Pa.
 5 John A. Zadnik 08-05-2016 Parma, Ohio
 6 Fred J. Terpenning 03-04-2017 Scio, Ohio
 6 Dan M. Strimlan 12-23-2016 South Park, Pa.
 31 Mike Bohonik 03-20-2017 Sharon, Pa.
 31 Kathryn C. Hughes 03-30-2017 Sharpsville, Pa.
 31 Anna Constantinovich 04-02-2017 Saegertown, Pa.
 34 Donald E. Cesnik 03-02-2017 Brentwood, Tenn.
 41 Helen Jelochen 01-27-2017 Export, Pa.
 87 Edward C. Razorsek 03-01-2017 Clairton, Pa.
 87 Charles A. Mayers 10-26-2016 Herminie, Pa.
 106 Joseph P. Jeglinski 02-13-2017 Coraopolis, Pa.
 117 Catherine Korpar 04-06-2017 North Huntingdon, Pa.
 126 Rose Knezevic 02-14-2017 Mentor, Ohio
 126 Grace Marinch 03-12-2017 Eastlake, Ohio
 142 Valentine Smole 02-10-2017 Parma, Ohio
 153 Frank J. Dublikar Jr. 04-15-2017 Louisville, Ohio
 218 John J. Dolinsek 04-26-2016 Aspen, Colo.
 223 Jennie L. Durda 04-08-2017 Greensburg, Pa.
 274 Jane A. Jones 12-29-2010 Dunlo, Pa.
 355 Edward L. Bajc 12-02-2016 Painesville, Ohio
 518 Frank R. Podlipec 01-27-2017 Hendersonville, N.C.
 518 Stuart F. Doherty 01-30-2017 Royal Oak, Mich.
 559 Edward A. Hegner   11-10-2016 Palos Hills, Ill.
 559 Robert Tezak 02-23-2015 Mesa, Ariz.
 559 Mark J. Kuban 07-03-2013 Lockport, Ill.
 562 John E. Rader Jr. 03-28-2017 Bellaire, Ohio
 576 Albin E. Kodramaz 02-13-2017 Mentor, Ohio
 576 Pauline M. Royce 03-23-2017 Mentor, Ohio
 581 John Slapar 02-27-2017 Luzerne, Pa.
 584 Mary A. Hodnik 02-28-2017 Munster, Ill.
 584 Dorothy J. Janezic 03-24-2017 Green Oaks, Ill.
 584 Victoria J. Bennett 04-14-2017 Eveleth, Minn.
 603 Anthony M. Hickling 09-03-2016 New Smyrna Beach, Fla.
 603 Elizabeth A. Keber 11-28-2016 Saint Charles, Ill.
 677 Frances B. Morehouse 02-22-2017 Long Lake, Mich.
 677 Arthur C. Walunas 03-05-2017 Las Cruces, N.M.
 715 Raymond Visnic 12-23-2016 Jeannette, Pa.
 715 Marie G. Blatnik 01-28-2017 Hebron, Ky.
 715 Tony L. Dovidio 04-01-2017 New Castle, Pa.
 715 Patrick S. O’Connor 03-15-2017 Sarver, Pa.
 721 Thomas Scheidemantel 08-30-2014 Beaver Falls, Pa.
 723 Mary Uster 07-20-2016 Kailua Kona, Hawaii
 723 Paul E. Uster 03-24-2015 Glendora, Calif.
 723 Christine A. Tomlinson 04-08-2017 Missoula, Mont.
 745 Joseph P. Matich 10-29-2016 Amador City, Calif.
 749 Andrew M. Misenko 02-10-2017 Fredericksburg, Va.

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary

Sis. SALLY GLAVACH (254)

on gas dielectric insulated 
transmission systems.

Bro. Tomsic was a repre-
sentative for the U.S. Interior 
Department to the Tectite II 
Underwater Research Facility 
in the Virgin Islands; president 
of the Bureau of Reclamation 
Technical Club; president 
of the Reclamation Bowling 
League; vice president of the 
Colorado Aquarium Society; 
president of the Polka Lovers 
Klub of America (PoLKA); a 
member of the North American 
Society of Philatelists; a mem-
ber of BPO Elks; and a lifelong 
member of SNPJ, serving as 
Lodge 218 president from 2003 
until his passing.

During his life, both he 
and Liz enjoyed doing almost 
everything together. Their pas-
sion was dancing, particularly 
polka dancing, and they trav-
eled throughout the country 
attending various polkafests.  
They enjoyed traveling and 
took several trips to Slovenia, 
the most memorable one being 
the celebration of the 100th 
anniversary of the SNPJ. The 
two of them were also actively 
involved in crewing for hot air 
balloons, and were fans of the 
Denver Broncos.

Ed was a dedicated bowler, 
and was active on the Recla-
mation Bowling League from 
1949 until late 2016. In his 
spare time, he designed and 
created various jewelry pieces, 
both in silver and gold. He also 
enjoyed photography, where he 
developed and processed his 
photos, mushroom hunting, 
gardening and tinkering. He 
was a master at fixing just about 
anything, specializing in those 
unique challenges.

Bro. Tomsic was particular-
ly proud that his legacy would 
include two children and two 
grandchildren who followed 
in his footsteps as electrical 
engineers.

Ed is survived by his wife 
of 68 years, Elizabeth; sons 
Jim (Cindy) Tomsic and Don 
(Ann) Tomsic; and daugh-
ters Bonnie (Gregg) Lehnerz 
and Connie (Geoff) Burg; 
brother Bill (Dot) Tomsic; 
eight grandchildren; and nine 
great-grandchildren. He was 
preceded in death by his par-
ents and a daughter, Rosemary 
Cochran.

A Rosary and Funeral 
Mass for Bro. Tomsic were 
celebrated at the Chapel at 
Mount Olivet Cemetery. A re-
ception followed at the Denver 
Kickers Sport Club, where one 
could usually find Ed and Liz 
dancing on Sunday afternoons.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 218 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sincere sympathies to 
Bro. Tomsic’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

Bro. toNy sluGo 
• Lodge 265 •

SOUTHVIEW, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 265 sadly 
report the May 5, 2017, passing 
of Bro. Tony William Slugo Jr., 
95, of Southview in South Hills 
Rehab and Wellness Center.

Bro. Slugo was born April 
7, 1922, in Southview, a son of 
the late Tony W. Sr. and Minnie 
Bold Slugo. He was formerly 
employed as a coal miner for 
Consol Coal Co. in Hill Station.

A 77-year SNPJ member, he 
was also a member of United 
Mine Workers of America. He 
enjoyed watching baseball and 
football.

Surviving are his wife, Rose 
Slugo; a son, Leonard (Linda) 
Slugo of Moon Twp., Pa.; two 
grandsons, Leonard Jr. (Tricia) 
Slugo of Aliquippa, Pa., and 
Sean Slugo (Missy Rolin) of 
Bridgeville, Pa.; a great-grand-
child, Alliegh Rose Slugo; and 
two sisters, Dorothy Druga of 
Southview and Anna (Robert) 
DeBlander of Midway, Pa.

Services for Bro. Slugo were 
held May 8 in Coleman-Taylor 
Funeral Services, Cecil, Pa., 
officiated by the Rev. Brian 
Kilbert. Interment followed in 
Venice Cemetery.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 265 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Bro. 
Slugo’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

sis. reBecca l. saBo 
• Lodge 106 •

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 106 sadly 
announce the May 12, 2017, 
passing of Sis. Rebecca Lynn 
“Becky” Sabo, 54, of Imperial.

Sis. Sabo was born Jan. 31, 
1963, in Canonsburg, Pa., a 
daughter of the late Willard J. 
and Elsie R. Williamson Jen-
kins. She was a 1981 graduate 
of Fort Cherry High School and 
was employed as the manager 
of the SNPJ Lodge 106 bar and 
banquet hall in Imperial. She 
loved her dog Pete, which she 
shared with her companion.

On Sept. 12, 2004, she 
married David George Sabo. 
He preceded her in death on 
Aug. 3, 2008.

Surviving are her compan-
ion, Mark McKinney of Impe-
rial; a son, William “Billy” 
Carter II of Imperial; a brother, 
James W. Jenkins of Imperial; 
two sisters, Linda D. (Thomas) 
Gavatorta of Burgettstown, Pa., 
and Rhonda J. (Kevin) Romeo 
of Avella, Pa.; four nephews 
and two nieces.

In addition to her parents 
and husband, she was prede-
ceased by a brother, Robert 
D. Jenkins.

Services for Sis. Sabo were 
held May 17 in Nation Funeral 
Home, Inc., McDonald, Pa. In-
terment followed in Robinson 
Run Cemetery, South Fayette 
Twp., Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 106 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Sabo’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

sis. JaNe F. secco
• Lodge 6 •

SYGAN, Pa. — The members 
of Lodge 6 sadly announce the 
May 30, 2017, passing of Sis. 
Jane F. (Dugas) Secco, 84, of 
Burgettstown, Pa.

Sis. Secco was born Jan. 16, 
1933, in Slovan, Pa., a daughter 
of the late Joseph and Mary 
Kuntz Dugas. She was a 1950 
graduate of Union High School 
in Burgettstown.

Following graduation, she 
was employed in Burgettstown 
with the enterprise weekly 
newspaper, in Pittsburgh with 
the sun-telegraph daily news-
paper, and later with Oral 
Hygiene Publications, Inc. 
She was later employed in the 
offices of Citizen Care, Inc., 
in McKees Rocks, Pa., from 
which she retired in 1998.

In addition to her SNPJ 
membership, she was also a 
member of St. Ann Church 
in Bulger, Pa., and its Ladies 
Guild, and was a 50-year mem-
ber of the Croatian Fraternal 
Union. Over the years she 
enjoyed dancing, reading and 
playing bridge with several 
clubs. She enjoyed spending 
time with her grandsons.

She married Peter J. Secco 
in 1966 in St. Ann Roman 
Catholic Church. He preceded 
her in death in 2005.

Surviving are a daughter, 
Sloan Marie (Jeffrey) Van 
Camp of Burgettstown; a son, 
Perry Joseph (Melissa) Secco 
of Burgettstown; grandsons 
Charles Atlee Van Camp, and 
Nicholas and Joseph Secco; a 
sister, Florence Dugas Jonczak 
of Weirton, W.Va.; and several 
nieces and nephews.

In addition to her parents 
and husband, she was preceded 
in death by a brother, John 
Dugas.

A blessing service for 
Sis. Secco was held June 3 
in Taucher Funeral Home, 
Burgettstown, officiated by 
the Rev. Bob Staszewski. 
Interment followed in Our 
Lady of Lourdes Cemetery, 
Burgettstown.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 6 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Secco’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.
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The SNPJ farm
2017 Dance Schedule

July 4 Val Pawlowski’s fourth of July Dance 1 to 7
  Del Sinchak & Frank Stanger bands
July 16 V Boj Lodge 53 Picnic  3 to 7
  Jeff Pecon Orchestra
July 23 Spartans Lodge 576 Picnic  3 to 7
  Joey Tomsick & Patty C and The Guys
  (National Vanilla Ice Cream Day)
July 30 Loyalites Lodge 158 Picnic  3 to 7
  Eddie Rodick Orchestra
  (Cleveland Indians theme)

Aug. 6 CAL Pasta Bake  3 to 7
  Ron Likovic & Friends
Aug. 13 Cleveland Lodge 126 Picnic  3 to 7
  Eddie Rodick Orchestra
Aug. 20 Naprej Lodge 5 Picnic:
  “Salute to Kenny Bass”  3 to 7
  Jeff Pecon Orchestra
  (Fr. Perkovich Polka Mass at 1 p.m.)
Aug. 27 Mirni Raj Lodge 142 Picnic  3 to 7
  Wayne Tomsic Orchestra

Sept. 4 Val Pawlowski’s Labor Day Dance 1 to 7
  Eddie Rodick & Frank Stanger bands
  (special appearance by Joshua Kaye)
Sept. 10 SNPJ Ladies Auxiliary
  Goulash & Polenta Dinner  3 to 7
  Bob Kravos Band
Sept. 13 Polka Hall of fame Picnic  12 to 8
  Slovenian Sausage Festival
Sept. 17 friends of the farm Picnic  3 to 7
  Patty C & The Guys
Sept. 24 Slovenian Grape festival  2:45 to 7
  Joey Tomsick Band

Oct. 22 Pancake & Sausage Polka Brunch 10 to 1
  Kathy Hlad

Dancers enjoy the finest in Cleveland-style polkas and 
waltzes at the SNPJ Farm. The Farm features the best-
known names in polka music, plus down-home dining. 
Gates open at 1 p.m. Dinners served Sundays starting at 
2 p.m. with music and dancing from 3 to 7 p.m. Sunday 
picnic admission is $8 per person. Rent the SNPJ Farm 
for your special functions! For additional information 
phone (440) 256-3423 or (440) 461-6476.

SNPJ farm, 10946 Heath Road, Kirtland, Ohio
off Chardon Road (Route 6), three miles east of Route 306
For information phone (440) 256-3423 or (440) 461-6476

SNPJ Recreation Center 
2017 fraternal Events
Schedule
July 7-9 SLOVENEfEST 2017
July 16-21 first family Week
July 23-28 Second family Week
Aug. 11-12 SNPJ fraternal Weekend
Aug. 20-25 SNPJ Senior Week
Sept. 1-3 National SNPJ Days
Sept. 30 Recreation Center Wine & Sausage fest

SNPJ Recreation Center 
2017 Dance Schedule
July 7-9 SLOVENEfEST 2017 Day-long

Aug. 12 SNPJ fraternal Weekend 2 to 11

Sept. 3 National SNPJ Days Picnic 2 to 8
  (lower pavilion)
Sept. 30 Rec Center Wine & Sausage festival 2 to 8

Dances are held in the upper pavilion unless otherwise noted. 
Schedule is subject to change. For information phone the SNPJ 
Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732.

by KEVIN RICHARDS
Lodge 106

IMPERIAL, Pa. — We are pleased 
to announce that Lodge 106 Secretary 
Shelly Botwright has accepted the role 
of banquet manager at Lodge 106. All 
inquiries for events in the Imperial Room 
at Lodge 106 should be directed to Shelly 
at (412) 498-3557 or shellybotwright@
gmail.com.

We continue to play bar bingo in the 
Lodge 106 clubroom on the first and third 

Thursdays of the month. Special early 
bird games start at 6:30 p.m. with the first 
regular game starting at 7. Our kitchen is 
open during bar bingo.

The next car cruise at Lodge 106 is 
Sunday, July 16. The Messengers Band will 
be providing the entertainment, and there 
will be dash plaques for the first 50 cars. 
The Lodge 106 car cruises  run from noon 
to 4 p.m. and feature live entertainment, a 
food buffet, drinks, a 50/50 drawing and 
door prizes on our level, paved parking 

lot and in our air-conditioned clubroom. 
Bikes are always welcome too!

Would you like to receive periodic e-
mails from Lodge 106 about upcoming 
events and important announcements? 
If so, send an e-mail to snpj106@gmail.
com and we’ll add you to our e-mail list. 

Keep track of all the activities going 
on at Lodge 106 by visiting the “Upcom-
ing Events” page on our website, www.
snpjimperialpa.com, and following SNPJ 
Lodge 106 on Facebook.

Head out to Lodge 106 for car cruise fun in July

by Cerkev Miška
Lodge 321

WARREN, Ohio — I’m the 
luckiest miška in the whole 
wide world! Why do I say 
this, you ask? I was privileged 
enough to attend the Lodge 321 
Mother’s Day luncheon with 
nine beautiful ladies who were 
very gracious in sharing their 
delicious food.

My little girls, Evalyn and 
Lillian, weren’t all that crazy 
about sharing, but boy did 
they enjoy Emily and Becky 

Dale and their walks! Louise 
Vett made it to our luncheon, 
one of her first outings since 
her knee replacement surgery. 
She should probably eat more 
cheese to help the healing 
process.

Everyone enjoyed hearing 
Emily’s and Becky’s life sto-
ries. These two young ladies 
are very adventurous, and I 
was afraid they were going to 
take me with them! They just 
don’t understand a miška like 
me; I need a lot of attention 

and even more cheese. Their 
mommy, Mary Lou Dale, and 
Grandma Louise were just 
about to burst with love and 
pride while having them home 
for a visit. Everyone enjoyed 
their visit and was sad when 
it ended.

I really enjoyed sitting with 
Kelley Church. She got a ton of 
food, and it was so good that 
she didn’t even notice me eat-
ing it! My other girls, Joy and 
Gail Church, went healthy on 
me, but that’s alright because 

my little girls helped me out 
with some chocolate cake. It 
was yummy!

As usual, there was a lot 
of laughing, visiting, sharing, 
eating and, most importantly, 
love! These ladies are won-
derful and full of love, which 
makes my little miška heart 
very happy.

I must say farewell for now. 
My ladies will be celebrating 
again next year, as well as 
during the Lodge 321 picnic, 
so I’ll see you then!

An afternoon just for mothers, thanks to Lodge 321

SIS. DOROTHY GORJUP
FROM PAGE 1 

and visit a casino every now 
and then.

She is survived by three 
sons, Rick (Bonnie), Tom 
(Kim) and Jim (Susan) Gorjup; 
two daughters, SNPJ Region 
3 Vice President Linda Gor-
jup and Donna Sebusch; 10 

sNPJ saddened by the loss of sis. Dorothy Gorjup
grandchildren and 12 great-
grandchildren.

She was preceded in death 
by six sisters, Ina, Mamie, 
Margaret, Irene, Kate and 
Veronica; and three brothers, 
John, Paul and George. She will 
be missed by her many friends 
and extended family.

A Mass of Christian Burial 

was celebrated for Sis. Gorjup 
on June 3 at Ss. Robert & Wil-
liam Catholic Church, Euclid. 
Interment followed in All Souls 
Cemetery. 

The family requests dona-
tions to Hospice of the Western 
Reserve, 17876 St. Clair Ave., 
Cleveland, OH 44110; or to the 
SNPJ Farm, c/o Lou Novak, 

6308 Highland Rd., Highland 
Hts., OH 44143.

On behalf of the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
greatly appreciate all of Sis. 
Gorjup’s fraternal contribu-
tions to the Society over the 
years. Her smile and enthusi-
asm brought much enjoyment 
and warmth to all she touched.   

SNPJ Scholarship fund Donations
for the months of March-May 2017
John “Bud” Lesar (216), Slippery Rock, Pa. .. $2,500
 In memory of his wife, Rebecca “Becky” Lesar
Raymond & Rosemarie Melle (782),
Portersville, Pa. .............................................$100
 In memory of Rebecca “Becky” Lesar
Westmoreland County (Pa.) Federation 
of SNPJ Lodges .............................................$100
Mike & Karen Watt (665), Pittsburg, Texas .... $50
 In memory of Anthony F. “Tony” Sadar
 and Albina Erzen Sadar

James Yarkosky (138) & family,
Washington, Pa. ............................................. $35
 In memory of Dorothy Yarkosky

SNPJ Lodge 31, Sharon, Pa. .......................... $35
 In memory of Mike Bohonik

SNPJ Lodge 31, Sharon, Pa. .......................... $35
 In memory of Anna Constantinovich

Mary Ann Kelly-Lovasz, Springdale, Pa. ........ $25
 In memory of John Podmilsak

Joseph (138) & Claire Progar, Pittsburgh ....... $25
 In memory of Dorothy Yarkosky
Joseph (138) & Claire Progar, Pittsburgh ....... $25
 In memory of John Podmilsak
Anonymous .................................................... $20
 In memory of Richard Batista
Agnes DeJohn (138), Washington, Pa. ............$10
 In memory of Richard Batista
Agnes DeJohn (138), Washington, Pa. ............$10
 In memory of Lucy DeLost Abraham

50-Year Members
July 2017
 Lodge Member
 2 Richard C. Rundle
 2 Lorraine E. Wait
 2 Lynda M. McKibben
 6 Louise A. Powers
 8 Susan M. Visnyak
 41 Patricia A. Neureiter
 41 Kenneth F. Zubaty
 87 Donald A. Klanchar
 87 Patricia F. Younkins
 89 Steven G. Ostop
 89 Mary A. Gilbert
 106 Judith E. King
 106 Joyce M. Lautersack
 138 Jo Ann Faber
 158 Lynn Marie Andrulis
 207 Suzanne Stefanac
 216 Joseph A. Bergoich
 223 Andrew P. Grajcar Jr.
 225 Judith Patterson
 265 Paulette H. Perenic
 355 Doris J. Cottage

Lodge Member
 355 Marlene F. Smith
 358 David M. Wolski
 358 Veronica E. Wolski
 564 Jean M. Logan
 576 Frances E. Tekavec
 576 Diane M. Terry
 584 Lynn Schmid
 584 Kurt A. Kodrich
 603 Gladys Johnson
 626 Carole E. Zugcic
 626 Johanna J. Sepich
 686 Elaine Svigel Dunda
 689 William J. Braun
 715 Janet Previc Shay
 721 Janie I. Sercel
 729 Elizabeth H. Newcomer
 749 Anthony S. Ukmar Jr.
 749 Bruce F. Klepack
 749 Eleanor M. Beltz
 770 Anna Byers Fox
 771 Thomas Kliem

60-Year Members
July 2017
 Lodge Member
 FD4 William E. McNeil
 6 Nancy Jean Wallace
 34 Anita M. Attridge
 106 Alvin R. Miklaucic
 107 Anton Vatovec Jr.
 117 Richard L. Benzio

Lodge Member 
 174 Lynda N. Hilty
 274 Joseph W. Nolan
 626 Marie Carano
 626 Charles D. Boos
 677 Beverly J. Terrell
 729 William R. Krance

 Lodge Member
 2 Eleanore Kuhar
 3 Dolores F. Ortiz
 6 Shirley H. Skerl
 8 Elizabeth B. Martino
 8 Anne B. Batzer
 158 Alberta Zele
 216 Elizabeth F. Shuder
 218 James Supancic

70-Year Members
July 2017

Lodge Member
 254 John C. Novak
 476 Milan Staner
 564 Rosemarie Nagel
 576 Marie E. Kotar
 584 Lucille M. Bontems
 584 Mary J. Lewis Howard
 721 Andrew A. Toncic
 723 Rose Marie Cales

 Lodge Member
 216 Amelia M. Nix
 749 Pauline Boyarsky

80-Year Members
July 2017

by DANIELLA VOLPE
Lodge 158

EUCLID, Ohio — Well, we 
missed submitting an article 
in last month’s issue, but that 
just means we have a lot to talk 
about in this issue!

First and foremost, we at 
Lodge 158 would like to wish 
a happy belated Mother’s Day 
and Father’s Day to all the 
parents out there. 

We also have some birth-
days and anniversaries that 
have passed that we’d like 
to recognize. Happy belated 
birthday to Nick Horabik 
(May 12), who also received 
his Life Scout ranking for the 
Boy Scouts. Also celebrating 
in May were Samantha Volpe 
(May 17), Daniella Volpe (May 
26) and Marianne Lorenzo 
(May 19), who also celebrated 
her anniversary with husband 
Mike on May 1. Tim and Karen 
O’Donnell celebrated their an-
niversary April 5.

The Loyalites would like 
to congratulate members Greg 
and Daniella Volpe for their 
big win at the annual SLO-
ISH Bowling Tournament. The 
tournament ended in a heated 
roll-off against the Irish, but 
don’t fret – the trophy is back 
where it belongs, with the 
Slovenians! If you missed the 
bowling tournament, that’s OK 
because the Loyalites have a 
slew of fun events coming up, 
and we’d love to see you.

The annual Lodge 158 
picnic at the SNPJ Farm in 
Kirtland, Ohio, will take place 
July 30. The theme is “Field 
of Slovenes,” so remember to 
wear your favorite Cleveland 
Indians gear. Bring the whole 
family because there will be 

a Chinese auction, side board 
games and games for the kids, 
as well as a menu that will 
make you feel like the seventh 
inning stretch should be start-
ing any minute. We’ll also 
be making commemorative 
shirts. To make sure you get 
one, or if you aren’t be able to 
make the picnic but still want 
one, contact Daniella Volpe via 
text message to (440) 289-3271 
or by e-mail at dmvolpe21@
gmail.com.

Next will be our Margari-
taville night, planned for Sept. 
9 at Recher Hall. This will be 
one last hoorah before packing 
up the shorts and flip-flops for 
the year.

Finally, we have a bus trip 
scheduled for Nov. 4, during 
which we will be going to the 
Presque Isle Downs casino, 
followed by dinner and a show 
at Canterbury Feast. Unfor-
tunately, due to the casino’s 
restrictions, those under the 
age of 21 cannot attend.

As always, help is needed 
at the SNPJ Farm. There is a 
lot to be done in order to keep 
this historic place alive and 
well. As a reminder, we have 
reached our limit on bottle caps 
and are no longer accepting 
donations. We have run out of 
room to store the bottle caps, 
but please remember to always 
recycle your plastic bottles. 
We appreciate the efforts of 
everyone who donated!

Lastly, we would like to 
extend our condolences to 
Lodge 158 President Pat Nevar 
and family for the loss of her 
brother, Norman Bates.

We hope you can make it to 
some of our events. We’ll talk 
to you next month!

Loyalites Lodge hosting 
“Field of Slovenes” at 
the SNPJ Farm in July
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2017 SNPJ Western Pa. Golf Tournament Results
Tournament played June 3, 2017, at Rolling Green Golf Course, Eighty-Four, Pa.
Men: Members
Name Lodge Score Prize
*Daren Fetcko 138 74 $100
**J.P. Bevec 138 66 $100
Jeff Cadez 138 67 $70
Shawn Sutton 138 67 $70
Bob Mavrich 138 68 $60
Jim Desmond 138 69 $50
Joe Kuisis 6 71 $40
Ed Strnisa 138 71 $40
Ryan Brumbaugh 138 72 $30

Bill Wardle 138 72 $30
Jason Snider 138 73 $10
Eric Valencic 138 73 $10
Jason Mavrich 138 73 $10
John Wagner 138 73 $10
Alec Brumbaugh 138 73 $10

Women: Members
Name Lodge Score Prize
*Sara Taylor 138 100 $30

**Jennifer Fetcko 138 75 $30

Men: Guests
Name  Score Prize
*Braxton Steadman  77 $45
**Joe Pysola  66 $40
Travis Fox  67 $30
Jim O’Donnell  71 $20
Brian Mosesso  71 $20
*Indicates Scratch Champion/**Indicates Net Champion

Name Lodge Score Prize Name Lodge Score Prize

2017 SNPJ CAL Don Gorjup Open Golf Results
Tournament played May 27, 2017, at Rolling Green Golf Course, Huntsburg, Ohio
Men’s Division
Name Lodge Score Prize
*John Baselj 6 76 $100
**Frank Mastalski 158 68 $100
Kevin Gorjup 158 69 $60
Rich Tomsic 604 69 $60
Ken Pintar 6 69 $60
Josh Tomsic 604 70 $50
Jim Strle 355 70 $50
Joe Novak 576 71 $40
R.J. Likovic 604 71 $40
Craig Kumer 715 71 $40
Jacob Cadez 138 72 $30
Brad Stroth 158 72 $30
Tom Rudd 126 72 $30
Tom Sedora 138 72 $30
Dave Belfiore 138 73 $20
Rick Gorjup 158 73 $20
Jim Cadez 138 73 $20

Women’s Division
Name Lodge Score Prize
*Philomena Damore 158 116 $50
**Jennifer Fetcko 138 75 $50

*Indicates Scratch Champion
**Indicates Net Champion

2017 CAL flight Winners
Men’s Division

Utopians (604) flight #1
 Name Lodge Score Prize
Gross  Craig Kumer 715 77 $35
Net Tom Rudd 126 72 $35
Long Drive Craig Kumer 715  $5 
Pin Shot Greg Ostanek 126  $5

Mirni Raj (142) flight #2
 Name Lodge Score Prize
Gross Rich Tomsic 126 82 $35
Net Joe Novak 576 71 $35
Pin Shot Dave Strnisa 158  $5  

Spartans (576) flight #3
 Name Lodge Score Prize
Gross Ken Pintar 6 88 $35
Net Kevin Gorjup 158 69 $35
Long Drive Kevin Gorjup 158  $5
Pin Shot Tom Sedora 138  $5  

Cleveland federation flight #4
 Name Lodge Score Prize
Gross Jim Strle 355 96 $35
Net Josh Tomsic 126 70 $35
Long Drive Jeremy Cadez 138  $5
Pin Shot Jeremy Cadez 138  $5  

farm Board flight #5
 Name Lodge Score Prize
Gross Tom Carroll 6 110 $35
Net Phil Yan 158 78 $35
Long Drive Phil Yan 158  $5

Women’s Division
Strugglers (614) flight #6

 Name Lodge Score Prize
Gross Kris Jack 138 135 $35
Net Jeanne Matuch 142 80 $35
Long Drive P. Damore 158  $5

Guests Division
fairport (355) flight #7

Name  Net Score Prize
Brian Smith  69 $40
Patty Pinkney 69 $40
Jack Dobrolowski 71 $35
Bob Pinkney 72 $30
Amber Yeager 73 $25
Tom Artim  77 $18
Gary Barbish 77 $18
Leon Tan  77 $18

SNPJ National Bean Bag Toss Tournament
Sunday, Sept. 3, 2017, starting at 2:30 p.m.
at the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa.

1.

2.

1.

2.

Lodge No.Name

Entry Fee: $10 per two-man team
Return this form, along with entry fees, to:

Slovene National Benefit Society
Att’n.: National Bean Bag Toss Tournament

247 West Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126 
Phone: 1-800-843-7675

Make checks payable to SNPJ
The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament

rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department,
247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

Team 1 captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

Team 2 captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

(Team 1 captain)

(Team 2 captain)

Select Entry Division:
 Men’s/Co-ed Women’s

SNPJ National Balina Tournament
Saturday & Sunday, Sept. 2-3, 2017

at the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Lodge NumberName

$20 per team entry fee for men’s and women’s competition.
ENTRY DEADLINE is Aug. 25, 2017

Return this form, along with entry fees, to:
Slovene National Benefit Society

Att’n.: National Balina Tournament
247 West Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126 

Phone: 1-800-843-7675
Make checks payable to SNPJ

The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament
rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department,

247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

Team name _____________________________________
Team captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

by TAWNYA SPOHARSKI (6)
SNPJ Trailer Court Assoc.

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. 
— Welcome, summer! We 
hope everybody has been able 
to open their trailers without 
any unexpected news from 
unwanted critters; no one wants 
that! So let’s jump into the news 
you do want.

The SNPJ Trailer Court 
Association opened its season 
with a rousing Americana 
party to welcome the beginning 
of another wonderful season at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center. 
The entertainment provided 
by Patty C & The Guys and the 
yummy sides supplied by our 
members made it a wonderful 
party. We are thrilled that so 
many of you joined us to bring 
in this new summer filled with 
friends, food, parties, pool 
time and so many other things 
that the Recreation Center and 
Trailer Court Association pro-
vide. With everyone looking 
forward to a fun-filled summer, 
we’d like to share some plans 
that the Trailer Court Associa-
tion has in mind for the year.

In May, the Rec Center 
hosted the Brew & Bean 

S’more news from the SNPJ Trailer Court Civic Association
Festival, and we’d like to give 
a shout out to Trailer Court 
members Bryan and Kuhinja 
Zec for winning the title of Best 
Chili, and to Crooked Tongue 
for winning the title of Best 
Brew. Congrats!

Slovenefest is right around 
the corner, and many of us are 
planning to attend that crazy 
weekend! Please sign up to 
volunteer and be part of this 
amazing experience. It’s a 
great time to let your heritage 
at SNPJ shine! 

The Trailer Court Associa-
tion would like to help support 
that heritage with our service 
project this year. We’re looking 
to refinish many of the picnic 
tables at the Rec Center, a small 
contribution that will give back 
in large ways. We’re hoping 
that everyone will be able to 
help us in this project. We’ll be 
pulling the picnic tables down 
to pressure wash and re-stain 
them. Refreshments will be 
served. The date and time will 
be announced soon, so watch 
for more information.

Now for the fun stuff! Join 
us on Saturday, July 29, at the 
lower pavilion for our annual 

balina tournament. We will 
have food available during the 
day, intense competition on the 
balina courts, and more food 
and fun in the evening. We’re 
asking those with last names 
from A-N to bring a side dish 
during the day to the balina 
courts, and those with last 
names from O-Z to bring a 
side to the evening party. The 
Trailer Court Association will 
provide a main dish for both. 
Our theme this year is “Christ-
mas in July,” so feel free to wear 
your ugly Christmas sweater 
(or tank top; I’ve been told it’s 
pretty warm in July!).

On another fashion note, the 
Trailer Court Association is 
ordering new lightweight jack-
ets for all interested members. 
Men’s and women’s styles are 
available from size small to 
4XL with a variety of colors to 
choose from. We have various 
sizes on hand for you to try on 
to ensure you find your best 
fit. Your name and the Trailer 
Court logo will be embroidered 
on the jacket. The cost is $40 
per jacket, with a reduced cost 
for Trailer Court members. 
All payments are due in ad-

vance. If interested, see Trailer 
Court Association President 
Ashley Russ, Vice President 
Mike Brately, Treasurer Patti 
Evanish or Secretary Tawnya 
Spoharski to place your order.

We’re also working on 
plans for other fun activities 
this season, such as a karaoke 
night in the Gostilna on Aug. 4, 
which will be open to everyone. 
Please stop by our new bulletin 
board in the hallway near the 
Gostilna restrooms for updates 
on upcoming events.

Stay connected with us! We 
have two more ways to share 
all the activities we have going 
on this summer: visit the SNPJ 
Trailer Court Facebook page, 
or share your e-mail address 
with us. If you haven’t already 
provided an address, please 
e-mail us at snpjtrailercourt@
gmail.com and we’ll keep you 
posted on plans for the season.

For those who haven’t 
joined the Trailer Court As-
sociation and would like to 
do so, membership is $20 per 
adult and $10 per young adult 
age 17 to 20; children 16 and 
under are free. Remember that 
guests are welcome to attend 

any party at a cost of $10 per 
person. The more, the merrier!

Fund-raising is an instru-
mental part of keeping any or-
ganization alive; it takes some 
dollars to make all of this work! 
Please see Sonny Jurkowski to 
purchase a $10 drawing ticket 
for your chance to win. Three 
tickets will be drawn, award-
ing $2,500, $1,500 and $1,000 
to the lucky holders. Another 
great new idea came from our 
own Joe Kostik (a.k.a. “Pepsi”). 
Tickets will be sold at $20 each 
for a chance to have your pad 

fee paid in full for the 2018 
season! Keep a lookout for 
sellers. Both drawings will 
take place at our closing party 
on Sept. 23.

As always, if you have any 
thoughts, plans or ideas that 
could make our Trailer Court 
Association better, please share 
them by joining us at our next 
meeting on Saturday, July 29, 
at 10 a.m. in the dorm. We’re 
looking forward to a season of 
memorable times spent danc-
ing, singing and enjoying our-
selves as an SNPJ community.

73rd SNPJ National Golf Tournament
at Black Hawk Golf Course

644 Blackhawk Rd., Beaver Falls, PA 15010
Phone: (724) 843-5512

Saturday, Sept. 2, 2017
8 a.m. Shotgun Start

Entry fees for team and individual events are $65 per member. 
For individual event only, entry fee is $60 per member.

Entry fee includes greens fees, golf cart, prize fund, 
lunch at the turn, a golfer’s meal in the dining room at the 

SNPJ Recreation Center, and a drawing ticket for give-aways.

Return this form, along with entry fees, to:
Slovene National Benefit Society

247 West Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126 
Phone: 1-800-843-7675

Make checks payable to SNPJ
ENTRY DEADLINE IS AUG. 25, 2017

The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament
rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department,

247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Lodge No.Name

Individual Event

1.

2.

3.

4.

Lodge No.Name

Team Event

by LINDA GORJUP (576)
CAL Secretary

CLEVELAND — Well, another one is in 
the books! This year’s CAL Don Gorjup 
Golf Open was like no other. More than 
half of my scoring crew wasn’t there, but 
all in all, the day turned out nice. Thanks 
to all of the golfers for waiting for the 
scores to be tallied at a later date.

With that said, this year’s men’s 
champions are John Baselj (6), low gross; 
and Frank Mastalski (158), low net. Our 
women’s champions are Philomena Da-
more (158), low gross; and Jennifer Fetcko 
(138), low net. See below for the complete 
prize list.

We had 54 golfers entered in our skins 
game. It was a first, but we had only one 

skin: Dave Belfiore (138) scored a birdie 
on hole 14. Congratulations, Dave!  

I would like to thank all the CAL rep-
resentatives and volunteers who came out 
this year to help. My hat goes off to all of 
you. Thank you!

The weekend has been booked for next 
year’s CAL Don Gorjup Golf Open – same 
time, same place. We’ll see y’all then!

2017 CAL Don Gorjup Open one for the books

Samsula Lodge 603 has Independence Day plans
by JEANNETTE HUMPHREY

Lodge 603

SAMSULA, Fla. — The 
members of SNPJ Lodge 603 in 
beautiful downtown Samsula 
have taken a recess for the sum-
mer months. Business sessions 
will resume Tuesday, Sept. 5, 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. for a 
covered dish meal followed by 
a Lodge meeting.  

Lodge members last met in 
June, at which time President 
Benedict thanked those who 
helped with the Mother’s Day 
dinner. Red roses were given 
out to each mother attending 
the dinner. We had a good 
turnout this year. President 
Benedict awarded plants to the 
mother with the most children, 
the oldest mother, and mother 
with the youngest child. The 
men prepared baked chicken 
and ham for the meal, and 

topped it off with Samsula 
squash, a tossed salad, coleslaw 
and much more. The dinner 
was prepared by the men of 
the Samsula community, and 
proceeds benefited the 603 
Scholarship Fund.  

President Benedict and his 
wife returned home from a 
two-month cruise just in time 
to help with the Mother’s Day 
dinner. They reported having 
a great time.

Pauline Lockwood and 
Cindy Griswold received a 
round of applause for the fine 
job they did on the Easter 
dinner. Among those help-
ing out with the meal were 
Albert Tomazin, who took 
care of the desserts, and John 
Tesauro, who washed the pots 
and pans.

The New Smyrna Beach 
High School graduating class 

of 1962 met at the Lodge 603 
Hall in May to celebrate their 
55th reunion. Tonya Stein and 
Sheryl Benedict cooked the 
meal for the reunion, assisted 
by Pauline Lockwood. Cindy 
Griswold and her grandson 
Josh served the guests and 
helped with the cleanup. This 
function also added a good 
sum to our Lodge hall account.

Lodge 603 scholarships 
were awarded to Wayne L. 
Smith for continuing education 
and to Summer L. Ferreira for 
high school.

A triple graduation party 
for Dalton Benedict, Nathan 
Tomazin and Summer Fer-
reira, all three of whom 
graduated from New Smyrna 
Beach High School, was held 
at the Lodge 603 Hall May 
27 with more than 100 guests 
in attendance. The graduates’ 

parents provided dinner, and in 
the afternoon everyone enjoyed 
several games of bean bag toss.

Lodge 603 is celebrating 
our nation’s birthday, Indepen-
dence Day, on Tuesday, July 
4. The Lodge hall will open 
at 4 p.m. and a covered dish 
dinner will be served starting 
at 6. The Lodge will provide 
hamburgers, hot dogs and a 
few sides for the meal. Come 
out and enjoy the day!

You can make reservations 
to rent the Lodge 603 Hall by 
phoning Lodge Manager Cindy 
Griswold at (386) 689-9454 or 
leaving a message on the hall 
answering machine at (386) 
428-3983. Cindy has been do-
ing an outstanding job as hall 
manager and is assisted by her 
husband, John. Get well wishes 
go out to John who has been ill 
for several weeks.
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Ten entrants will compete for the title of Miss SNPJ 2018

ALEXIS KEYES (138)

ALEYNA GEE (257) BRIDGET GEE (257)

JENNIFER PROVENZA (216)

MEREDITH MARESH (449)

KAITLYN CHIAPPETTA (559)LAUREN SEBUSCH (576)

DANIELLA VOLPE (158) BRIANNA McCUE (715)

KATIE JO RASPOTNIK (41)

by KEVIN RICHARDS
SNPJ Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — On behalf of the 
SNPJ Fraternal Department, I’d like to 
welcome the 2017 Miss SNPJ Pageant 
contestants: Lauren Sebusch, Katie Jo 
Raspotnik, Jennifer Provenza, Kaitlyn 
Chiappetta, Alexis Keyes, Meredith 
Maresh, Daniella Volpe, Brianna 
McCue, Aleyna Gee and Bridget Gee. 
These contestants will be introduced 
on each stage throughout Slovenefest 
weekend.

Contestant Lauren Sebusch is a 
member of Cleveland Lodge 576. 
She is the daughter of Ron and Donna 
(576) Sebusch, and granddaughter of 
the late Don and Dorothy Gorjup.

A member of SNPJ since birth, 
Lauren has volunteered her time with 
many Lodge and CAL (Cleveland 
Athletic League) events, as well as 
with SNPJ Youth Circle 2.

Lauren is a senior at Edinboro 
College where she is a member of 
the Speech and Hearing Club and the 
Honors program. She has served as a 
student senator in the Edinboro Uni-
versity Senate, and currently serves on 
the Academic Concerns Committee.

Contestant Katie Jo Raspotnik is a 
member of Irwin, Pa., Lodge 41. She is 
the daughter of Al Raspotnik (41) and 
Leann Zuzich, and the granddaughter 
of John and Joann Raspotnik (41) and 
Bob and Peg Miller.

A lifelong member of SNPJ Lodge 
41, Katie Jo has participated in many 
Lodge and Federation events. She 
volunteers for the “Pretty in Pink” 
fund-raiser and the annual Grape 
Festival. She has also represented her 
Lodge at the TEL (Teens Experience 
Leadership) Workshop at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center.

Katie Jo graduated from Penn 
Trafford High School this spring. She 
was an honor roll student and was 
involved in many clubs, including 
SADD (Students Against Destructive 
Decisions) and the Art Club, of which 
she served as president. Katie Jo plans 
on attending Clarion University in the 
fall, double majoring in marketing and 
management. 

Contestant Jennifer Provenza is a 
member of Verona, Pa., Lodge 216. 
She is the daughter of Joseph A. and 
Kimberly Provenza (216), and the 
granddaughter of Sylvia Kresevich 
Provenza (216) and the late Joseph 
C. Provenza. 

Jennifer is a 2016 high honors 
graduate of Westmoreland County 
Community College, earning a degree 
in engineering technology with a 
concentration in civil engineering. She 
maintained a 4.0 grade point average 
throughout college and served as an 
autoCAD tutor.

As vice president of Phi Theta 
Kappa Society, Jennifer was nomi-
nated by the society to attend a 
civil engineering conference in New 
Zealand. She currently works as a 
project engineer for CDR Maguire 
and is part of the team working on 
the Southern Beltway Project. She 
recently represented the company at 
the Women in Transportation Forum 
and participates in their blood drives 

SEE PAGEANT CONTESTANTS
ON PAGE 10

throughout the year.
Jennifer’s college activities in-

cluded four-year memberships in the 
Geneva College Marching Band as a 
majorette and the American Society 
of Civil Engineers (ASCE) student 
chapter, competing in its Steel Bridge 
Contest. She also mentored members 
of an after-school program and served 
on the “BOTS–IQ” staff for robot 
competitions.

During her time at Hempfield High 
School, Jennifer was a member of 
Student Council and Spanish Society 
Club. She was president of the Teens 
Against Tobacco Use Club and First 
Club, and treasurer of her senior class. 
She was a three-year section leader of 
the majorette line, a four-year member 
of the marching band and a two-year 
member of the track and field team 
for the javelin event. She played on 
recreational and travel basketball 
teams, and served as an intramural 
sports referee. Jennifer represented 
Westmoreland County, Pa., at a state-
wide anti-tobacco initiative and was 
selected by the high school science 
department to attend the Women in 
Science and Engineering Camp.

A fourth generation SNPJ mem-
ber, Jennifer has been very active in 
the Society. She was a camper and 
counselor for Youth Roundup and 
the TEL Workshop, and has attended 
the Young Adult Conference since 
2007. She has volunteered at many 
SNPJ and Slovenian events, such as 
Slovenefest, the California Federa-
tion Grape Festival and the American 
Slovene Radio Hour Picnic to name a 
few. In 2016 she also attended a 25th 
anniversary celebration of Slovenia’s 
independence.

Jennifer is a former Miss SNPJ 
Pageant contestant and served as 
SNPJ Miss Fraternalism in 2016. She 
attended many SNPJ events while 
serving as Miss Fraternalism, and 
has enjoyed raising donations for the 
Pageant Booster Fund over the years.

On a local level, Jennifer led 
Lodge 216 to Silver Star Status in 
membership in 2014 and 2016, and 
to Gold Star Status in membership in 
2015. She represented her Lodge at 
the 30th SNPJ National Convention 
and currently serves as Lodge vice 
president. She is also a member of the 
Slovene Federation of SNPJ Lodges 
of Western Pa. and holds the posi-
tion of auditor as well as chair of the 
Federation’s new young adults group.

Jennifer is a member of the Greens-
burg Crochet and Knitting Club and 
Immaculate Conception Catholic 
Church, where she served as a vaca-
tion bible school counselor. She has 
been a camper and junior coach for 
Drill 4 Skill and CMU Tartans bas-
ketball camps, and participated in the 
Twirling Unlimited Majorette Camp.

Jennifer’s community service and 
volunteer work has included assisting 
with the Pennsylvania general elec-
tion as a poll worker; participating in 
walk-a-thons to raise awareness and 
funds for cancer, epilepsy and autism 
research; and fasting as part of “The 
30 Hour Famine” Hunger Campaign.

Jennifer has volunteered for nu-

merous Shriners-sponsored events as 
well. She has provided entertainment 
as a majorette and an elf at Shriners 
Christmas parties, collected dona-
tions for their St. Patty’s Day Crawl, 
assisted at the Shrine Circus, volun-
teered at multiple Shriners spaghetti 
dinner fund-raisers and delivered 
Jared Boxes prepared at the Young 
Adult Conference to the Shriners 
Hospital in Cincinnati. Jennifer has 
also participated in ticket sales for 
multiple Shriners units at their Gun 
Bash and hoagie sales to help raise 
money for Shriners Hospitals. For 
the past six years she has attended 
the Mid-Atlantic Shrine Association 
Convention, and she currently serves 
as the First Lady’s assistant.

Contestant Kaitlyn Chiappetta is a 
member of Chicago Lodge 559. She 
is the daughter of Lou Chiappetta and 
Melanie Matiasek (559), and grand-
daughter of the late Emilie Matiasek.

A longtime member of Lodge 559, 
Kaitlyn has regularly attended Lodge 
and Federation meetings, picnics and 
events. As an adult, she volunteers 
her time helping at these events. 
She is currently the Lodge 559 vice 
president and recording secretary. She 
represented her Lodge at the 2014 
SNPJ National Convention and at 
numerous Young Adult Conferences.

Kaitlyn earned her law degree from 
John Marshall Law School. She cur-
rently practices at the Law Office of 
Melanie J. Matiasek, P.C. While in 
school, Kaitlyn served as a judicial 
extern for a Federal Magistrate Judge 
as well as a teaching assistant at the 
school. She earned many awards 
in school, including several CALI 
Awards. She appeared on the Dean's 
List, was a Edward T. Lee Scholarship 
recipient, and was a member of the 
Alpha Lambda Delta Honor Society.

Contestant Alexis Keyes is a 
member of Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138. 
She is the daughter of Carl and Kari 
Fetcko, and granddaughter of Bill and 
Linda Fetcko.

A graduate of Canon-McMillan 
High School, Alexis participated in 
basketball, soccer, outdoor and indoor 
track, and was captain of the bowling 
team, lettering in these sports. She also 
served on student council and was an 
honor roll student.

Alexis is an active member of 
Lodge 138, having participated in the 
youth bowling league, Christmas par-
ties, Easter egg hunts, Duck Races and 
Halloween parties as a child. She now 
volunteers at these events as a young 
adult. She has been both a camper and 
a counselor at Youth Roundup, a TEL 
Workshop participant, and a delegate 
at the 2016 Young Adult Conference.

As a Dean’s List student at Clarion 
University, Alexis is currently serving 
in the ROTC program. She is active 
in her community through volunteer-
ing for the Fraternal Order of Police 
fund-raising events, participating in 
Independence Day parades and vol-
unteering at the Washington Humane 
Society.

Contestant Meredith Maresh is a 
member of Cicero, Ill., Lodge 449. 
She is the daughter of Bill and Jan 

(449) Maresh, and granddaughter of 
Elinore Laben (449) and late Wil-
liam Laben.

Meredith is a summa cum laude 
graduated of the University of Illi-
nois at Chicago with two bachelor’s 
degrees in three majors: communica-
tions, theatre performance and theatre 
design. A four-year Honors College 
student, Meredith participated in vari-
ous service projects like volunteering 
at the Greater Chicago Food Deposi-
tory and the Honors College Tutoring 
Center. As an elected member of the 
Honors College Advisory Board, she 
also helped plan and raise funds for 
the annual Honors College Ball.

In high school Meredith was a 
member of the speech team for four 
years and a three-year qualifier for 
state, and a member of the competi-
tive cheer squad for four years and a 
two-year qualifier for state. She was 
also involved in Student Council, 
National Honors Society, theatre and 
Link Crew, a leadership group helping 
freshmen transition to high school. 

A lifelong member of Lodge 
449, Meredith has attended multiple 
Federation parties, picnics and meet-
ings, and has been a part of numerous 
Lodge activities such as their annual 
picnic, bingo night and volunteering 
at a local nursing home. She has also 
attended both the TEL Workshop 
and Young Adult Conference at the 
Recreation Center.

Contestant Daniella Volpe is a 
member of Euclid, Ohio, Lodge 158. 
She is the daughter of Greg and Gina 
Volpe (158), and the granddaughter of 
Josephine and Frank Minella, and the 
late Harold and Alma Volpe.

As a lifelong member of Lodge 
158, Daniella has attended Youth 
Roundup, the TEL Workshop and 
the Young Adult Conference. She 
has attended Slovenefest as well as 
many Memorial Day and Labor Day 
celebrations at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center. 

Daniella was a member of Youth 
Circle 2 and attended numerous 
Button Box Bashes. She is an avid 
volunteer at the activities hosted by 
Lodge 158, and enjoys attending 
Slovene Heritage Night at the Lake 
County Captains baseball game. 
She volunteers at the SNPJ Farm in 
Kirtland, Ohio, where she works in 
the kitchen during Sunday picnics 
or helps out with the upkeep of the 
grounds. She also attends the Farm 
Board meetings every year.

During her high school years, 
Daniella was a member of the 
colorguard and a four-year varsity 
swimmer while graduating with a 
3.5 GPA. She attended the Univer-
sity of Toledo for three years, where 
she participated in the University of 
Toledo Rocket Marching Band and 
Phoenix Independent Winterguard 
for two years. She currently assists 
the Mentor High School Fighting 
Cardinal Marching Band by working 
with their colorguard.

Contestant Brianna McCue is a 
member of Universal, Pa., Lodge 
715. She is the daughter of Terrence 
and Cindy McCue (715), and grand-

daughter of William McCue (715) 
and the late Joy McCue, and Joe and 
Gerry Maley.

Brianna received numerous high 
school honors, including two letter-
man awards, and attained honor roll 
recognition each year of high school. 
She was involved with many chari-
table clubs and organizations, such as 
Helping Hands and National Honors 
Society, which required many hours 
of community service.

Brianna was a four-year member of 
the high school swim team and played 
the violin in the school orchestra for 
four years. She was also a member of 
her school’s Games Club and Page 
Turners. As a Dean’s List student, 
she just finished her first year study-
ing computer science at Edinboro 
University.

For nine years, Brianna volun-
teered at an amputee camp for a week 
each summer. She also participated in 
the school-sponsored Super Saturday 
event, which introduces computer 
programming to elementary students. 
Her hobbies include reading, playing 
piano and computer programming. 

Contestant Aleyna Gee is a mem-
ber of Cleveland Lodge 257. She is 
the daughter of George and Jenny Gee 
(257), and granddaughter of George 
and Edna Gee, and Carole and Phil 
Emery (257).

As a high school student, Aleyna 
won the Linnea Massey Award for 
Outstanding Character and the Class 
of 1972 Scholarship, which is awarded 
to the student with the most improved 
GPA throughout high school. She 
participated in her high school’s 
Communications Club, interacting 
with special needs individuals in a 
social, peer-to-peer manner. She was 
also involved with German Club and 
International Club.

Aleyna is a student at Hiram Col-
lege where she is studying nursing. 
Her involvement with Brecksville 
United Methodist Church includes 
work with evangelism and Our Caring 
Communities, giving her the oppor-
tunity to visit the elderly in nursing 
homes. She also assists with Sunday 
School and Vacation Bible School.

Aleyna is a volunteer in the nursing 
unit at the Cleveland Clinic. She also 
volunteers every September through 
December on the Cuyahoga Valley 
Scenic Railroad as an elf on The Polar 
Express. For the past four years she 
has worked as a lifeguard, teaching 
young children how to swim.

Aleyna played recreational softball 
and soccer on teams sponsored by the 
city of Broadview Heights. She has 
a warm heart for the environment, 
which has led her to participate in 
numerous clean up days hosted by 
her school.

Contestant Bridget Gee is a mem-
ber of Cleveland Lodge 257. She is 
the daughter of George and Jenny 
Gee (257); granddaughter of George 
and Edna Gee, and Carole and Phil 
Emery (257); and the sister of pageant 
contestant Aleyna Gee.

Bridget graduated high school in 
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Slovenefest is hosted by the

SNPJ Recreation Center
270 Martin Road

Borough of SNPJ (Enon Valley), PA 16120
(724) 336-5180 • Toll-free: 1-877-767-5732

website: www.slovenefest.com • email: snpj@snpjrec.com
Admission: $10 Friday/$15 Saturday/$10 Sunday/Three-day Pass: $30 

Children ages 16 and under admitted FREE

Join SNPJ for the ORIGINAL

July 7-9, 2017
Slo enefest36th ANNUAL ®

Friday, July 7 Saturday, July 8 Sunday, July 9

Visit the

SNPJ Membership 

Booth for a chance 

to win some

great prizes!

Alpine Room
Sponsored by Slovenian Savings & Loan Assoc.

Noon to 4 p.m. Miss SNPJ Pageant Competition 
7 to 11 p.m. Ansambel Snežnik (from Slovenia)

Outside Stage
Sponsored by SNPJ Lodge 138

4 to 6 p.m. Jack Tady & The JTB
6 to 8 p.m. Don Wojtila Band
8 to 10 p.m. Jack Tady & The JTB
10 p.m. to Midnight Don Wojtila Band

Gostilna
7 to 11 p.m. Patty C and The Guys

Outside Food & Jam Tent
Noon to Midnight Day-long Button Box Jam

Alpine Room
Sponsored by Slovenian Savings & Loan Assoc.

10 a.m. Polka Mass
(with music by Jack Vasko)

Noon to 2 p.m.  Miss SNPJ 2018 Crowning
3 to 7 p.m. Steve Meisner Band

Outside Stage
Sponsored by SNPJ Lodge 138

1 to 3 p.m.  Ron Likovic Band
3 to 5 p.m.  Klancnik & Friends
5 to 7 p.m.  Ron Likovic Band
7 to 9 p.m. Klancnik & Friends

Heritage Pavilion 
Sponsored by The Cvetas Family

1 to 2 p.m. Ansambel Snežnik (from Slovenia)
2 to 4 p.m. Veseli Fantje

Bob Zgonc, Darryl & Frank Valencic, Tony Trontel
4 to 5 p.m. Turcola-Kravos Orchestra
5 to 7 p.m. Ansambel Snežnik

Gostilna
1 to 2:30 p.m. Magic Buttons
3 to 4:30 p.m. Button Box Divas
5 to 6:30 p.m. Mahoning Valley Button Box Club
7 to 8:30 p.m. Polka Bros

Outside Food & Jam Tent
Noon to 10 p.m. Day-long Button Box Jam

Alpine Room
Sponsored by Slovenian Savings & Loan Assoc.

1 to 3 p.m. Dick Tady & The DTO
3 to 5 p.m. Frank Stanger Orchestra
5 to 7 p.m. Dick Tady & The DTO
7 to 9 p.m Frank Stanger Orchestra

Outside Stage
Sponsored by SNPJ Lodge 138

Noon to 4 p.m. Polka Classics
4 to 6 p.m. Steve Meisner Band
6 to 8 p.m. Eddie Rodick Orchestra
8 to 10 p.m. Steve Meisner Band
10 p.m. to Midnight Eddie Rodick Orchestra

Heritage Pavilion
Sponsored by The Cvetas Family

Noon to 2 p.m. Joe Grkman Orchestra
2 to 3 p.m. Turcola-Kravos Orchestra
3 to 5 p.m. Joe Grkman Orchestra
5 to 7 p.m. Ansambel Snežnik (from Slovenia)
7 to 8 p.m. Turcola-Kravos Orchestra
8 to 10 p.m. Ansambel Snežnik

Gostilna
1 to 2:30 p.m. Polka Playmates
3 to 4:30 p.m. Western Pa. Button Box Club
5 to 6:30 p.m. Fairport Jammers
7 to 10:30 p.m. Joe Novak & Friends

Outside Food & Jam Tent
Noon to Midnight Day-long Button Box Jam

additional information and complete performance 
schedule online at www.slovenefest.com

Field of contestants reaches 10 for the 2017 Miss sNPJ Pageant
PAGEANT CONTESTANTS

FROM PAGE 9

2015 with an honors diploma. She 
was a member of the National Honor 
Society, Tri-M (Modern Music Mas-
ters), HUDDLE and Model United 
Nations. As part of the Communica-
tions Club, she spent time after school 
with special needs students. Bridget 
was involved in the drama club and 
International Club, played lacrosse 

and ran cross country. 
As an Honors College student 

at Kent State University, Bridget is 
studying interior design. She is a 
Dean’s List student and a member of 
the Student Dance Education Organi-
zation and Kent State Adventure Club. 
In addition to her school activities, she 
has volunteered at Native American 
shelters and was part of the Nehemiah 
Mission of Cleveland.

Bridget is actively involved with 
Brecksville United Methodist Church. 
She is regularly part of the praise team 
and has also participated in numerous 
service trips. Bridget serves as a Va-
cation Bible School group leader and 
volunteers in the church nursery. She 
also helps lead the children’s choir and 
is part of the caroling team.

We welcome these 10 young ladies 
to the Miss SNPJ Pageant and wish 

them all the best!
The Miss SNPJ Pageant Booster 

Fund is currently accepting donations. 
Any donation, large or small, is truly 
appreciated and will be recognized 
in the pageant program. Checks can 
be made payable to “SNPJ,” noting 
“Miss SNPJ Pageant” on the memo 
line, and mailed to Slovene National 
Benefit Society, Attn: Fraternal De-
partment, 247 West Allegheny Road, 

Imperial, PA 15126.
The pageant program will start at 

noon on Friday, July 7, in the Alpine 
Room at the SNPJ Recreation Center. 
Everybody is invited to attend. The 
crowning of Miss SNPJ 2018 and 
her court will take place at noon on 
Sunday, July 9, in the Alpine Room. 
We look forward to seeing everybody 
there to support this time-honored 
Society tradition.

MISS SNPJ FAREWELL
FROM PAGE 1 

Ed Dabrowski, members of Lodge 449 
in the Chicago area; Martha Meglich 
and Pauline Barbish from Lodge 53 in 
Cleveland; and Jeannette Humphrey 
and the Benedict family from Samsula, 
Fla., Lodge 603. Your kindness and 
generosity will be long remembered. 
Thanks also to my home Lodge in 
Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138, for being so 
supportive throughout this past year.  

I would also like to thank the SNPJ 
Executive Officers, President Joseph 
Evanish, Secretary Karen Pintar and 
Treasurer Robert Lawrence, for al-
lowing me to have the opportunity 
to represent the Society. I also must 
thank SNPJ Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards for all his help throughout the 
year. He patiently answered my many 
questions and helped arrange things 
around my busy schedule. Also, thanks 
to Prosveta Editor Jay Sedmak who 
edited my articles and designed the 
calendar.

I would be remiss if I didn’t men-
tion the many former Miss SNPJs who 
helped me along the way, particularly 
Miss SNPJ 2016 Julie Rockwell (138), 
whose notes I relied on many times; and 
Miss SNPJ 2015 Nicole Vehar (138) for 
her advice and support. At almost every 
event, I was approached by former Miss 
SNPJs. As Miss SNPJ, you become a 
part of a wonderful sisterhood.

I’m so thankful for the wonderful 
friendships and memories that were 
forged this past year. Although I am 
a bit sad that my year is ending, I am 
excited to pass on this wonderful ex-
perience to another deserving young 
woman. Looking at this year’s pageant 
contestants, the crown will be in good 
hands with any one of them.

In closing, I look forward to seeing 
many of you at the 36th annual Slo-
venefest. It’s always a weekend filled 
with good food, music and friends. I 
plan on spending a lot of my time on 
the dance floor. See you there!

a fond farewell 
from Miss sNPJ

Miss SNPJ 2017 ELIZABETH 
HARTMAN with her family at 
Slovenefest in 2016 [top], with co-Miss 
Talent 2017 MEREDITH MARESH 
(449) at Slovenefest [above], and with 
her father, PAUL HARTMAN (138) at 
the Slovene Night with the Lake County 
Captains baseball game [below].

WINE TASTING PICNIC
FROM PAGE 1 

we were happy to have the helpful 
staff at this beautiful venue guide 
us through the day.

Once again, there were people 
of all ages in attendance, from a 
6-month-old grandchild to our 
dear Virginia Zajc Johnson, who 
is almost 95. We had a little early 
birthday celebration for Virginia 
to thank her for her contributions 
to making these wine tastings a 
special part of the Los Angeles 
and Orange Coast Lodge celebra-
tions for about 20 years. We also 
thanked Rosemary Mlakar for 
her significant number of years as 
an SNPJ member. She is always 
contributing her talents and hard 
work. Thanks to both of you!

We are grateful to the Fontana 
Button Box Club for providing 
their music. A great big thanks to 
Don Milek for his great variety of 
music, for bringing friends from 
the Phoenix German Club, and for 
doing a lot of the work by coming 
early and staying late. Norbert 
Bernhardt and Ana also came early 
to help wherever needed.

As our wine pourers, Gary and 
Sara Ambrozich, and Ken Koci 
did a fine job of keeping everyone 
served and happy. Gary brought 
his mother, Frances, who doesn’t 
get out much anymore but always 
loves socializing with friends. It 
was good to see you, Frances! 
Fred Mlakar announced the wines 
and provided descriptions, even 
though he was scheduled to leave 
on an extended trip to Slovenia the 
next day. Thank you, Fred; you let 
Ken off the hook at the last minute 
so that he could help direct those 
with beer tasting tickets to the right 
area and offer tips on which brews 
they might like best. These craft 
beers were brewed by the Wiens 
family right there in Temecula.

Carol and Lina got the snack 
bowls out on the tables and 

helped wherever needed. Teresa 
was our strudel hostess. She held 
a baking session at her home the 
day before, then transported, cut 
and served the dessert. There are 
always a few people who want to 
take some strudel home, and they 
were accommodated. Thank you, 
Teresa, for all of that work.

Recent Notre Dame grad James 
Koci helped with the drawings and 
elsewhere as needed. His friend 
Alyssa, a fellow recent grad, also 
helped with the drawings, as did 
Benci and Bella Udovch Gottdank. 
Thank you, kids; you are growing 
up to be super SNPJ members with 
much to look forward to in the 
years to come. The Udovch family 
has been a wonderful supporter of 
our Lodge, and we appreciate them 
very much.

As usual, the food was prepared 
by the Vineyard Gourmet, Volker 
Lutz. Barbara Belohovek and 
Cristi Nunez served the salads at 
the buffet table, and Lina Kerwick 
was the “sandwich monitor,” find-
ing just right variety of sandwich 
for each person. Thanks, ladies, for 
your help. They gave me a break so 
that I was able to sit down, eat my 
meal and visit – much appreciated!

In total, almost 90 guests 
enjoyed the day, and it was all 
documented by our super pho-
tographer, Mike Bajc. Mike and 
his wife Marie have become loyal 
contributors to Lodge 786 over the 
past few years. They are charming, 
helpful, caring people with an “old 
world” warmth, and it’s a joy to 
have them with us.

Lodge 786 picnic draws a crowd to temecula

The Lodge 786 Wine & Beer Tasting Picnic is a family activity, as
attested by the Gottdank family, CHRISTI, ADAM, BELLA and BENCI.

[Left] What’s a 
party without 
music? And 
there were 
plenty of 
tunes to set 
the mood at 
the Lodge 786 
Wine & Beer 
Tasting Picnic.


