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The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are July 3 and Aug. 1. All material must 
be received by Wednesday, June 21, for 
the July 3 issue, and by Wednesday, 
July 19, for the Aug. 1 issue. If you are 
concerned about making the deadline, 
send an e-mail to prosveta@snpj.com 
or submit your material via the publica-
tions area of our website, www.snpj.org.
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• William G. Morris
Born May 25, 2016

Helper, Utah, Lodge 689
The members of Lodge 689 welcome 
William Grant Morris as their newest addi-
tion. William is the son of Chas and Emily 
Morris, grandson of Shelly Morris (689), 
and great-grandson of former Lodge 689 
Secretary Lorraine Babcock and the late 
Grant Babcock (689). We welcome William 
to the Slovene National Benefit Society and 
extend our best wishes to his entire family.

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — SNPJ 
Lodge 776 members will gather for their 
regular meeting on Sunday, June 11, at 2 
p.m. at the SNPJ Recreation Center. All 
members are urged to attend.

VONNIE DOMBROSKY
Lodge 776 Recording Secretary

Lodge 776 sets June 11 
meeting at Rec Center

Photo submitted by Sis. Rose Marie Govi (729). 

A Good Spring Cleaning, Thanks to Yukon Lodge 729 
SNPJ Lodge 729 in Yukon, Pa., sponsored its third annual spring cleanup on April 1. The 
project was a tremendous success, thanks to a hard-working group of Lodge 729 members 
and several members of the community. Participants divided into groups to clean the town 
from one end to the other. A total of 95 bags of trash were collected and disposed of into 
proper trash receptacles. The cleanup was a positive project that left the workers filled with 
pride for a job well done. Following the cleanup, everyone enjoyed a pizza lunch.

CLEVELAND — The next meeting date 
for SNPJ Lodge 257 is Thursday, June 15. 
The meeting will begin at 6 p.m. at the 
West Park Slovenian Hall, 4583 W. 130th 
St. in Cleveland. Food and beverages will 
be available.

RUDY PIVIK
Lodge 257

June 15 meeting date 
scheduled for Lodge 257

by BOB LAWRENCE 
Lodge 138 Secretary

STRABANE, Pa. — SNPJ Lodge 138 in 
Strabane will hold its annual Duck Race and 
family picnic on Saturday, July 15. It will be a 
day filled with good food, live entertainment 
for your listening and dancing pleasure, and 
plenty of activities for the youngsters.

As usual, the usual picnic fare will be 
provided by the Lodge and covered dishes 
are always most welcome. The food will be 
served around 4 p.m. 

The Karl Lukitsch Band will be on hand 
once again to play some great music for the 
day. The band will entertain us from 6 to 
10 p.m., and the race is scheduled for 6:30.

It’s hard to believe, but this is the 23rd year 
for the Lodge 138 Duck Race. It gets more 
exciting every year, so bring your family 
and enjoy the day!

Duck Race 
fun returning 
to Lodge 138

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — The 
Eastern Ohio and Western Pennsylvania 
Federation will hold a quarterly meeting 
Sunday, June 25, starting at 2 p.m. The 
meeting will be held at the Olive Garden 
in Boardman, Ohio. All delegates are 
encouraged to attend.

CATHY KALENITS (776)
Federation Secretary

East Ohio/Western Pa. 
Fed to meet in late June

by ROSE DENNING (41)
Westmoreland Federation

YUKON, Pa. — The Westmoreland County 
Federation of SNPJ Lodges will proudly host 
our sixth annual fund-raiser, “Pretty in Pink,” 
at the Yukon Slovenian Hall on Sunday, June 
25, from 2 to 6 p.m. The Jack Tady Bears 
will provide the entertainment, and activities 
will include a Chinese auction, door prizes, 
baked goods and food prepared by Bubba’s. 
All proceeds benefit cancer patients at the 
Arnold Palmer Cancer Pavilion. 

Come out and support our Brothers and 
Sisters who are facing a cancer diagnosis. 
You can make a difference in their recovery! 
Contact Lodge 41 member Lois Denning at 
(412) 554-7404 for additional information.

Westmoreland 
Fed readies 
Pretty in Pink
annual benefit

by KATHY PAULENICH (776)
SNPJ Heritage Center Committee

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — The summer 
season is upon us, and the SNPJ Heritage Center 
is planning an exciting weekend of activities for 
everyone to enjoy. 

We will kick off Heritage Center Weekend 
Friday, June 9, with a ribbon cutting ceremony 
in the basement where the original Heritage 
Center was housed. The Recreation Center staff 
did an amazing remodel of the room, and now 
we’re ready to show it off. This room will be 
used for small parties and meetings. 

The ribbon cutting will begin promptly at 
6:30 p.m., followed by a wine and cheese hour 
in the basement room from 6:30 to 7:30. Several 

of us have suggested names for the room; you’ll 
have to wait until that day for the announcement 
of the official name. After the ceremony and 
reception, adjourn with the rest of us upstairs to 
the Gostilna where the Friday night entertain-
ment features Patty C & The Guys performing 
from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

The Heritage Center picnic dance will be held 
the next day, Saturday, June 10, in the Heritage 
Pavilion from 2 to 6 p.m. with music by the Ed-
die Rodick Orchestra. Admission will be free, 
compliments of the SNPJ Heritage Center. We 
do ask you to support us through the drawing 
ticket sales and basket raffle. 

Children’s activities are planned, and hope-
fully we’ll have a beautiful, sunny day. Children 

will be admitted to the pool and miniature 
golf free of charge once they are tagged at the 
dance. Make it a family day and celebrate your 
Slovenian heritage!

The following weekend, Saturday, June 
17, the Simply Slavic Festival will be held in 
downtown Youngstown, Ohio. The Heritage 
Center will once again participate in this event. 
Heritage Center committee members will be at 
the marketplace selling many items from our gift 
shop. We will also have our Slovenian heritage 
traveling display at the ethnic tent. 

The hours for the Simply Slavic Festival are 
noon until midnight. There is lots of entertain-

Add the Heritage Center Weekend to your calendar

SEE SNPJ HERITAGE CENTER
ON PAGE 4

UNIVERSAL, Pa. — Join Lodge 715 
members on Tuesday, July 18, at PNC 
Park as the Pittsburgh Pirates host the 
Milwaukee Brewers. Tickets are $22 and 
include a $5 concession voucher. Our seats 
are located in right field, section 142. 
Tickets must be paid in full by June 12. 
Don’t let this night of SNPJ camaraderie 
pass you by. To purchase your tickets, 
contact me at pattievanish2017@gmail.
com or (412) 443-8825.

PATTI EVANISH
Lodge 715 Secretary

Universal Lodge 715
is heading to PNC Park

Lodge 604 Utopians
extend a fraternal invitation

to Lodge 614 Strugglers 
by GERRI TREBETS
Lodge 604 Secretary

CLEVELAND — The Lodge 604 Utopians 
have been pretty busy as of late. On April 17, 
for the second year running, Lodge 604 and 
the Perdan family co-sponsored a fund-raiser 
for the Parkinson’s Foundation at the Slovenian 
Society Home on Recher Ave. A delicious din-
ner of southern-style pulled pork, baked beans, 
coleslaw and dessert was served. There also 
was a Chinese auction with some great gifts.

The Perdans did a wonderful job of organiz-
ing, decorating, obtaining auction items and 
cooking a fabulous meal for this fund-raiser. 
The evening was well attended, and we want 
to thank those who attended and supported this 
most worthwhile cause. Family, friends and fel-
low Utopians who helped out at the fund-raiser 
included Rudy and Charlotte Perdan, Pam Dirk, 
Ally Perdan, Beth Perdan, Beth Schroeder, Emi 
and Molly Perdan, and Marlene Perdan.

An evening of wine tasting

Following their May 3 meeting, Utopians Lodge 604 invited Strugglers Lodge 614 members to 
a fraternal wine and appetizer tasting, conducted by Utopians ED and KATHLEEN TREBETS.

SEE UTOPIANS SPRING ACTIVITY
ON PAGE 2

On May 3 we decided to hold a short meet-
ing to finalize plans for our upcoming picnic 
on Sunday, June 11. Our meeting was followed 
by a fraternal evening with one of our fellow 
Cleveland Lodges, Lodge 614 Strugglers, which 
included a wine tasting along with appetizers to 
pair with the wines. It was held at Ed Trebets’ 
(604) new warehouse in Willoughby, Ohio.

After many years at Debonne Vineyards, 
Ed has decided to go out on his own and start 
producing more lines of wine under his “Muddy 
Paw” label, as well as start a new line of wines 
under a new label. He eventually would like to 
open an urban winery in downtown Willoughby.

Ed’s sister, Kathleen Trebets (604), conducted 
our wine tasting. She used some of Ed’s wines 
and some of the wine he had made for Grand 
River Cellars. She then paired each wine with 
a different appetizer that complimented the 
specific wine. Her knowledge of wine was very 
evident, and she did a great job explaining the 
ingredients of each wine. If you aren’t aware, 
winemaking uses formulas that bring out the 
unique flavor of each wine. It’s amazing how the 
food that it is paired with enhances the flavor 
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If a concert or dance, who is
performing? 
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Complete and return to: 
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247 W. Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA  15126-9774

e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

Have something for 
Up-and-Coming? • JUNE 4 .......Fontana, Calif., Lodge 723 polka 

dance at the Fontana Slovene Hall; 2-6 
p.m. Music by the Fred Mlakar Band. For 
more information contact Frank Rote at 
(909) 987-8714 or butnboxr@aol.com.

• JUNE 4 .......Herminie, Pa., Lodge 87 50th an-
niversary celebration in the Crystal Ball-
room; 2-6 p.m. Music by the Joe Grkman 
Orchestra. Advance ticket sales only. 
For information contact Shirley Bailley 
at (724) 864-1606.

• JUNE 10 .....Slovenian Heritage Center free 
picnic and dance in the Heritage Pavilion 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center, 2-6 p.m. 
Music by the Eddie Rodick Orchestra. 
For more information contact Kathy 
Paulenich at (724) 699-2691.

• JUNE 17 ......Tony Mlinar Sr. Memorial Golf Tour-
nament at New Berlin Hills Golf Course, 
New Berlin, Wis. Shotgun start at 7:30 
a.m. with awards dinner to follow at Lucky 
Lanes, 50th and Howard Ave. For more 
information contact Tom Schweiger at 
(414) 543-7110.

• JUNE 23-25 ... SNPJ Young Adult Conference at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. For registration and event 
details contact Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144, 
or e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

• JUNE 25 .....Westmoreland County (Pa.) Federa-
tion Pretty in Pink Benefit at the Yukon 
Slovenian Hall, Yukon, Pa.; 2-6 p.m. 
Music by the Jack Tady Bears. Food 
and refreshments will be available. For 
more information contact Lois Denning 
at (724) 832-2279.

• JUNE 25 .....Fairport Harbor, Ohio, Lodge 355 
picnic and Beaverdale Reunion at the 
SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio. Sandwiches 
served at 2 p.m. with music by the Bob 
Kravos Band from 3-7. For additional 
information call (440) 943-3170.

• JULY 7-9 .....The 36th Slovenefest and the 61st 
Miss SNPJ Pageant at the SNPJ Rec-
reation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. 
For additional information contact the 
Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-
767-5732 or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

• JULY 16 .......Cleveland Lodge 53 picnic at the 
SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio; 1 p.m. Music 
by the Jeff Pecon Orchestra. For more 
information contact Martha Meglich at 
(440) 884-5043.

• JULY 16-21 .... First Family Week at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. 
For details contact the SNPJ Recreation 
Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732 or 
e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

• JULY 23-28 .... Second Family Week at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. 
For details contact the SNPJ Recreation 
Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732 or 
e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

• JULY 23 .......Cleveland Lodge 576 annual picnic 
celebrating National Vanilla Ice Cream 
Day at the SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio.  
Doors open at 1 p.m. with performances 
by Patty C & The Guys and the Joey Tom-
sic Orchestra starting at 2. For tickets 
contact Lou Novak at (440) 763-6203.

• AUG. 11-12 ..... Fraternal Weekend at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For additional information contact 
Fraternal Director Kevin Richards by 
phone at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144, or 
e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

• AUG. 20-25 .... Senior Week at the SNPJ Recre-
ation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. For 
additional information contact the SNPJ 
Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-767-
5732 or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com. The 
deadline to register is July 1.

• SEPT. 1-3 ...... National SNPJ Days weekend at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. For additional informa-
tion contact Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards at 1-800-843-7675 ext. 144, 
or e-mail krichards@snpj.com.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

by MELANIE MATIASEK
Lodge 559 Secretary

CHICAGO — The members 
of Lodge 559 held their first 
meeting of 2017 in February, 
and it was great to see everyone. 
We conducted our audit and all 
was found to be in order.

The first Lodge meeting 
of the year included a food 
drive for St. Cletus Church in 
LaGrange, Ill. Our members 
provided the donations and 
Sis. Geri Matiasek delivered 
our donations to the church for 
use in their food pantry. Thank 
you to everyone for participat-
ing in this event. We held a 
second food drive during our 
May 12 meeting, and plan to 
hold a Christmas toy drive at 

our November meeting.
We were sorry to hear that 

members Grace and Otto 
Doerk are still on the recovery 
list. We really miss seeing them 
at our meetings, and we wish 
them our best.

Please remember that 
Lodge 559 now meets four 
times per year, in February, 
May, August and November. 
Our meeting dates for the re-
mainder of the year are Aug. 
11 and Nov. 10. We continue 
to meet at noon at Czech Plaza 
Restaurant in Berwyn, Ill. We 
invite our members to join us 
for these Lodge meetings and 
luncheons.

I hope everyone is enjoying 
the wonderful weather! 

The members of Pioneers Lodge 559 held a food drive during their February meeting to 
help stock a local church food pantry.

Pioneers Lodge 559 help stock a local food pantry

by LEE JACKOPIN
Lodge 355 Secretary

FAIRPORT HARBOR, Ohio 
— Fairport Lodge 355 held its 
11th annual Spring Work Party at 
the Fairport Slovenian Club, the 
fraternal home of the Lodge. The 
date was April 22 and the event 
included both Lodge members and 
club members. We were lucky with 
the weather. Wednesday we had 
lightning, thunder and monsoon-type 
rain, and Thursday just rain. But 
Mother Nature gave us a decent day 
on Saturday; it was on the cold side, 
but it was without rain.

The usual spring work involved 
picking up leaves along fences, 
hedges, buildings and in flowerbeds; 
removing weeds; trimming the pe-
rennials; and spading and edging the 
flowerbeds. The balina courts were 
too wet to work with.

Volunteering on behalf of the 

Fairport Slovenian Club were Bar-
bara Bonelli, Gayle Horrigan, Bob 
Patrick, Mike and Nancy Maruschak, 
Mike Nelson, and Lois Melin. The 
Lodge 355 volunteers (who are also 
club members) were Frank Mahne, 
Dottie and Joe Prezioso, Jim Reho, 
Lou Reho, Frank Sajn, and Mary 
Ann and Lee Jackopin.

The club provided sausages, 
coleslaw and coffee, and the Lodge 
provided doughnuts, macaroni salad, 
pickles, chips and beverages.

The Lodge says a hearty thank 
you to the volunteers who helped. We 
know that everyone has spring work 
to do at home, and that everyone is 
busy with family and other activities.

The bottom line is that this work 
party had everyone pitching in to do 
what they were able while enjoying 
camaraderie and fraternalism. It was 
a great opportunity to support our 
fraternal home.

Rolling up their sleeves for the 11th annual Spring Work Party at the 
Fairport Slovenian Club were [seated, from left] LOIS MELIN, NANCY 
MARUSCHAK, JIM REHO, BARBARA BONELLI, DoTTIE PREZIoSo, 
JoE PREZIoSo, [standing] BOB PATRICK, LOU REHO, GAYLE 
HORRIGAN and MIKE MARUSCHAK.

Fairport Lodge 355 rolls up sleeves for spring work party

Helping out at 
the Parkinson’s 
Foundation fund-
raiser dinner,
co-sponsored 
by Lodge 604 and 
the Perdan family, 
were Lodge 604 
members PAM DIRK 
[left] and GERRI 
TREBETS.

UTOPIANS SPRING ACTIVITY
FROM PAGE 1 

of that particular wine.
Ed explained the wine making pro-

cess and the proper way to pair food with 
a particular wine. He also interjected 
some history on the grape-growing 
regions in the country. It was a very 
interesting and fun evening.

We want to thank Lodge 614 for 

participating. I think they enjoyed the 
evening immensely. The Strugglers 
in attendance were Linda, Steve and 
Katherine Matas; Charles Shaver; Joe 
Blatnik Sr.; Joe Blatnik; and Joe and 
Mary Jean Bradac. The Utopians in 
attendance were Ed and Kathleen Tre-
bets, Rudy and Charlotte Perdan, Pam 
Dirk, Ally Perdan, and Gerri Trebets. 
Ed hopes to hold tastings in the future.

Utopians co-host fund-raising 
dinner with Lodge 604 family

by KEVIN RICHARDS
Lodge 106

IMPERIAL, Pa. — It is with a sad and heavy 
heart that SNPJ Lodge 106 announces the untimely 
passing of our banquet manager, Becky Sabo, on 
Friday, May 12. Becky was a trusted and hardwork-
ing member of our team here at Lodge 106 as well 
as a great friend. She will be truly missed.

We continue to play bar bingo in the Lodge 
106 clubroom on the first and third Thursdays of 

the month. Special early bird games start at 6:30 
p.m. with the first regular game starting at 7. The 
Lodge 106 kitchen will be open during bar bingo.

The next car cruise at Lodge 106 will be Sun-
day, June 11, with HEDGG Band providing the 
entertainment. Dash plaques will be distributed 
to the first 50 cars.

The Lodge 106 car cruises run from noon until 
4 p.m. and feature live entertainment, a food buf-
fet, drinks, 50/50 drawings and door prizes on our 

level paved parking lot and in our air-conditioned 
clubroom. Bikes are always welcome too!

Would you like to receive periodic e-mails from 
Lodge 106 about upcoming events and important 
announcements? If so, e-mail snpj106@gmail.com 
and we’ll add you to our e-mail list.

Keep track of all the activities going on at Lodge 
106 by visiting the “Upcoming Events” page on our 
website, www.snpjimperialpa.com. Also, check 
out SNPJ Lodge 106 on Facebook and “Like” us.

Lodge 106 mourns loss of dedicated banquet manager
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Proud of your SNPJ membership? Then you 
owe it to yourself to delve deeper into SNPJ 
history through the pages of An Inspired Journey 
— The SNPJ Story: The First One Hundred Years 
of the Slovene National Benefit Society.
This richly-illustrated chronicle of SNPJ  
history compiled and written by SNPJ Pub-
lications Editor Jay Sedmak is now available 
for purchase.

$15.00 each — plus $2.50 s/h
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I have a friend who raises award-winning tulips. She has 
actually received numerous community awards for the 
beautiful display of tulips that surrounds her house. 

Each fall she puts in countless hours planting hundreds of 
tulip bulbs. Then each spring, the real work begins as the 
tender young shoots poke their heads out of the ground 
and she gets to work defending them against deer and 
rabbits. It’s a labor of love as she sprays repellents and 
anchors down her protective netting. Finally, when they 
are strong and ready to bloom, she pulls off the netting 
and unveils a kaleidoscope of colors!

I miss hearing about the planting each fall and the 
battle with the deer each spring. She is retired now, but 
Vida used to work here at the SNPJ Home Office as the 
Slovenian editor of PROSVETA. Just about every day that 
she worked, we’d walk and talk during our breaks, and just 
about every day I had to ask her to please slow down. 
Not only in her tulip growing, but in all aspects of her life, 
Vida is an example of the proud Slovenian trait of giving it 
all you’ve got and not slowing down until the job is done.

Another trait of Slovenians is commitment to their families 
and to their heritage. That’s the reason why Vida now con-
centrates on helping to raise award-winning grandchildren 
during her retirement, and it’s the reason SNPJ has enjoyed 
such growth through the years. Members make sure to 
get their children and grandchildren memberships into the 
Society to not only provide protection, but to preserve a 
piece of their heritage as well.

Of course, you don’t need to be Slovenian to be com-
mitted to the well-being of your family. We’re all devoted 
to our families and work hard on a daily basis to assure 
their safety and happiness, and life insurance and annu-
ity products can play a big part in providing the security 
your family needs and deserves. It can be a tough job 
protecting them as they grow, but when they’re ready to 
bloom in all their individual colors, make sure they have 
the ongoing protection of a life insurance policy, or a head 
start at saving for the future with an annuity.

Do your part in raising award-winning children and 
grandchildren. Call the SNPJ Home Office or contact 
your local agent or Lodge secretary for information on our 
great products.
• Thoughts for the Month — “He that 
will not work, shall not eat.”
“Pray for a good harvest, but keep on 
hoeing.”

Slovenian proverbs

Secret to being 
award-winning

EU membership of 13 
years marked in Ptuj
PTUJ (STA) — The 13th anniversary 
of Slovenia’s full membership in the EU 
was marked at a ceremony in Ptuj May 6 
with European Transport Commissioner 
Violeta Bulc saying that such events were 
of exceptional importance for introduc-
ing the diversity of the European Union 
to its citizens.

“The EU should be lived, the EU 
should be understood, and we should 
co-create it all the time,” Bulc said as she 
addressed the “Let’s Meet EU Member 
States” event. According to her, projects 
such as this, in which students of Ptuj 
primary and secondary schools pre-
sented the EU member states, bring the 
diversity of Europe closer to the people 
and eliminate fear of the unknown.

Bulc said that Europeans could look 
to the future with optimism, noting that 
all member states were recording positive 
economic growth, that the number of 
unemployed was decreasing, and that in-
novation, creativity, and the added value 
of products and services were on the rise.

“But this does not mean that the work 
has been done,” Bulc stated, adding that 
“we must make sure, all the time, that 
the political structures, decision-making 
systems and, in particular, the systems 
for involving people in general decision-
making are being upgraded.”

The European commissioner is opti-
mistic about the future of the EU; she is 
aware of the power the EU has on a global 
scale. “With better cooperation and by 
using our diversity... we will remain such 
a power,” she said.

Bulc’s address was followed by a 
speech from Member of European Par-
liament (MEP) Igor Šoltes, who said 
that EU citizens must be aware of both 
the advantages and weaknesses of the 
EU. “Each country will find it harder to 
resolve what is awaiting us on its own 
than all of us together.”

“A new page has to be turned, a step 
forward must be made and our ranks 
closed after Brexit,” he said, adding that 
if Europe wanted to regain trust of its 
citizens, it must listen to them. “I think 
that we have to get back and establish 
that Europe is not only a project of peace, 
but also of solidarity, welfare and care 
for human beings,” Šoltes concluded.

Green barrier set up 
around Ljubljana airport
BRNIK (STA) — A total of 13,000 trees 
were recently planted around Ljubljana 
airport to protect the nearby village of 
Šenčur from noise produced by aircraft. 
The green barrier covers an area of 18.5 
acres and is expected to reduce the noise 
levels in Šenčur by at least two decibels.

During a ceremonial planting, which 
included participation from Slovenian In-
frastructure Minister Peter Gašperšič and 
Šenčur Mayor Ciril Kozjek, Aerodrom 
Ljubljana director Zmago Skobir said 
that the airport operator was committed 
to reducing pollution, including noise. 
“With the increased traffic and develop-
ment, the airport bothers the residents, 
and today’s event will considerably 
reduce the tension,” he said.

Noise monitoring in the area, which 
has been conducted regularly since 2008, 
shows that the permitted noise threshold 
is exceeded during the afternoons in the 
summer months.

The green barrier cost Aerodrom Lju-
bljana roughly EUR 30,000 ($33,000), 
while the land was provided free of 
charge. 

“We can be satisfied that the planting 
was concluded, and we hope that the 
forest will grow as soon as possible to 
the extent that it will provide an effective 
noise barrier,” Minister Gašperšič stated 
in his remarks.

Sugar beet production 
revived by farmers
OrmOž (STA) — Slovenia discontin-
ued sugar beet production a decade ago 
and shut down its only sugar factory in 
Ormož after the EU introduced sugar 
quotas. Recently, however, a handful of 
farmers in northeastern Slovenia have 
decided to plant sugar beets once again. 
The crop will be exported to Croatia.

Kristal, a cooperative set up spe-
cifically to revive sugar beet production, 
initially planned to grow sugar beets on 
1,235 acres, but only 250 acres of sugar 
beets will be planted this year.

Miroslav Kosi, the head of the Kristal 
cooperative, said interest among the 
farmers had been less than expected, 
which he attributed to the late agreement 

with the Viro company. It was agreed 
that Viro would purchase sugar beets 
at 36 euros ($39) per ton, which Kosi 
said means that the sugar beet was still 
a profitable cash crop.

Črtomir Rozman, a member of the 
Maribor Faculty of Agriculture, says the 
revival of sugar beet production is a major 
development for Slovenian agriculture. 
Rozman indicated that the sugar beet is a 
key rotation crop with a “multifunctional 
role,” while also being profitable even 
when sugar prices are low.

The revival of the sugar beet crop 
comes after years of efforts by a hand-
ful of growers who never accepted the 
abandoning of the crop, which was once 
a key cash crop in northeastern Slovenia. 
A number of farmers have also sought to 
re-launch sugar production, but to date, 
that initiative has failed.

The real estate on which the Dutch-
owned sugar factory in Ormož used to 
operate has been on the market for some 
time. A German company currently 
packages sugar there. Farmers have pe-
titioned the government to help, but the 
government has said that private funding 
would be required for the investment.

At least two studies have been con-
ducted in recent years, and both have 
shown that a sugar factory processing 
7,500 tons of sugar beets per year would 
be economically feasible. According to 
Rozman, the investment in a new sugar 
production facility has been estimated at 
EUR 150 million ($163 million) if built 
on the location of the old plant, and at 
EUR 200 million ($217 million) if a new 
location was to be selected.

Slovenian children 
plant 1,300 linden trees
LJUBLJANA (STA) — The Slovenian 
Beekeepers’ Association, which has been 
striving to provide for the well-being 
of honey bees, mobilized children and 
students around the country in its latest 
campaign. The Beekeepers’ Associa-
tion distributed 1,300 linden saplings 
and sunflower seeds to schools and 
kindergartens to enrich bee pastures. 
“The campaign has been very positively 
accepted,” association representatives 
announced in late April.

The linden saplings and sunflower 
seeds, provided by Semenarna Ljubljana, 
the biggest seed producer in Slovenia, 
were distributed to representatives of 
the Beekeepers’ Association nationwide 
at the association’s annual meeting held 
in early April.

The representatives then donated 
the  saplings and seeds to local primary 
schools and kindergartens as part of the 
campaign, which was also backed by the 
Slovenian Forest Service and the Eco 
Karst project.

“When a child’s hands plant a tree, an 
important shift happens toward realizing 
that we’re all a part of this planet and 
that everyone can make small steps for 
a better tomorrow,” said a spokesman for 
the Beekeepers’ Association.

Eco Karst is an EU-funded cross-
border project operating in the Danube 
region. Its goal is to promote nature 
conservation and encourage local busi-
nesses. This campaign, the distribution of 
saplings and seeds, is the first of several 
yet to come.

“Apart from being an important honey 
plant, the linden tree is also a symbol 
of Slovenian identity and resilience, the 
Beekeepers’ Association wrote as an 
explanation for selecting to distribute 
linden saplings.

Pipistrel, Uber partner to 
develop electric planes
AjdOvščinA (STA) — Pipistrel, the 
Slovenia-based ultralight plane maker, 
has teamed up with Uber, the ride-
sharing company, to develop electric 
aircraft for personal transportation in big 
cities. The two companies plan to unveil 
the first demonstration planes by 2020.

“This partnership marks the begin-
ning of an interesting path toward new 
means of travel that will not only save 
time, but will also be more environ-
mentally friendly,” Pipistrel director Ivo 
Boscarol said as he signed the partnership 
agreement in late April.

Pipistrel will develop electric vertical-
take-off-and-landing (VTOL) aircraft 
designed for traveling short distances 
within large cities, while Uber will de-
velop the software and hardware needed 

to control urban airspace and manage the 
aircraft in the planned airborne personal 
transportation network. This network, 
called the Uber Elevate Network, will 
allow users to hail a ride with Pipistrel’s 
VTOL planes in big cities.

Uber engineering director of aviation 
Mark Moore stressed that Pipistrel was 
the only company with serial produc-
tion of electric planes and would be 
an important partner that would allow 
Uber’s VTOL aircraft network to become 
a reality.

In 2016, Pipistrel, the high-tech 
Ajdovščina-based airplane maker, 
signed a EUR 350 million ($380 million) 
deal on a long-term joint venture with 
the Chinese Sino GA Group to launch 
an aircraft factory in China. Pipistrel has 
already made aviation history by devel-
oping a hybrid electric drive for airplanes 
and an aircraft with a zero-emissions 
hydrogen fuel cell engine which made 
its first public flight at Stuttgart Airport 
in Germany last November.

Pipistrel director Boscarol has indi-
cated several times that his vision for the 
future is to mass-produce electric aircraft 
for use as day-to-day transportation in 
big cities.

Slovenians below EU 
average in internet use
LJUBLJANA (STA) — According to 
data released by the Slovenian Statistics 
Office (SURS), nearly 78 percent of 
Slovenians between the ages of 16 and 
74 used the internet last year, with 75 
percent going online at least once in the 
three-month period prior to the survey 
period. These figures place Slovenia 
somewhat below the EU average, which 
is 85 percent and 82 percent, respectively, 
according to SURS representatives.

Slovenians are also below the EU av-
erage when it comes to online purchases. 
Roughly 48 percent of those surveyed in 
this age group made at least one online 
purchase, with the share at 40 percent 
for the last 12 months before the survey 
was carried out. The average across the 
EU is 55 percent.

The majority of consumers who made 
online purchases over the past 12 months 
experienced no problems, ac cording to 
SURS. Those who had problems, how-
ever, experienced late delivery of items 
purchased.

SURS representatives also indicated 
that in 2016, Slovenian households spent 
an average of 17,334 euros ($18,843) on 
consumer goods, of which 21 percent 
was spent on transportation, 15 percent 
on food and drinks, and 15 percent on 
housing.

Ljubljana opens gallery 
for amateur artists
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Amateur art-
ists now have an opportunity to exhibit 
their work in the Slovenian capital in a 
proper gallery and discuss art over a cup 
of coffee with the opening of the Galerija 
Popart Cafe in early May. The opening 
exhibition featured some 50 works by 
four amateur artists, including those by 
gallery founder Marjan Platovšek.

Platovšek, a retired graphic designer, 
came up with the idea of establishing a 
gallery for amateur artists after he started 
painting, and his work received some 
very positive reviews, including high 
marks from acclaimed painters. Spe-
cializing in pop art portraits, Platovšek 
has painted about a hundred portraits of 
public figures and presented his work at 
five exhibitions.

But he soon realized that it is difficult 
for a painter who has no formal educa-
tion in the arts to exhibit in Ljubljana, 
regardless of the quality of the work. He 
therefore decided to join forces with his 
friends and other amateur painters, who 
are members of various amateur art as-
sociations, and offer a space in Ljubljana 
where this type of art can be presented 
to the public.

The 3,000-square-foot gallery will 
open a new exhibition every month, and 
every two months, the exhibited paint-
ings will be auctioned off. The concept 
of the gallery is rounded off with a cafe, 
where artists and art lovers will be able to 
socialize and discuss art. The gallery will 
also host various events such as lectures, 
book launches and literary evenings.

The opening, which was attended by 
Slovenian Culture Minister Tone Peršak, 
featured portraits painted by architect 
Tadej Žugman, U.S.-based amateur artist 
Edina Seleskovic, and Austrian author 
Hendrik Sieders.
The articles comprising this feature have 
been reprinted with permission from the 
Slovenian Press Agency (STA).
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PROSVETA Crossword
The Sixties (#0617) by StatePoint Media

ACRoSS
1. British elevators
6. Mischief-maker
9. *“One ___ Over 
 the Cuckoo’s Nest”
13. Licorice-like flavor
14. Crew tool
15. Canines, e.g.
16. *Sinatra was Danny ___ 
 in 1960’s “Ocean’s 11”
17. Also
18. Musical show
19. *Home to 32 newly-
 independent countries in ’60s
21. *Where the music 
 invasion came from
23. Sense of humor, in text
24. Look for
25. Cartographer’s creation
28. Royal Indian
30. Like Black Mamba’s bite
35. Deserter
37. Cry weakly
39. *Twiggy didn’t tip it
40. Gardening tool
41. Like a snicker
43. Prayer leader in a mosque
44. Groups of workers
46. At any time
47. Capitol feature
48. *Like the 1960s to 
 “The Four Seasons”

50. Black tropical American cuckoo
52. Grandmother in Britain
53. Not as much
55. Pigeon sound
57. *Woodstock to NYC
61. *It intersects Ashbury
64. *Flower _____
65. Exist
67. *Steve McQueen in 
 “The ___ Escape”
69. A bootlicker
70. Summer chore
71. Approaches
72. Crumbs or scraps
73. Hankering
74. To impede or bar

DOWN
1. Indochinese language
2. Ancient Peruvian
3. Medieval domain
4. Ivan and Nicholas, e.g.
5. Junior’s predecessor
6. I, to a Greek
7. *First name of mastermind 
 behind the Great Leap Forward
8. Exploratory spacecraft
9. *Many ran bare in 
 the mud at Woodstock
10. Bulgarian money
11. Small ornamental case
12. At what time?

15. Kids ride, pl.
20. Leg protectors
22. *1966 hit, “___ Rubber Ball”
24. Drool, pl.
25. *King’s _____ on Washington
26. Cognizant
27. Hokey-_____
29. *Johnny’s “Jackson” partner
31. *Like some rock by Grateful 
 Dead or Jimi Hendrix
32. Bourne’s portrayer
33. Andean animal
34. Arab country
36. Obscene
38. Genesis garden
42. “Fear of Flying” author ___ Jong
45. Wages that aren’t hourly
49. Up to the present time
51. Well-groomed
54. Morally degraded
56. Shrek and Fiona, e.g.
57. As far as
58. Standard’s partner
59. Special law enforcement unit
60. Koppel and Turner, e.g.
61. Shaped with an ax
62. Furnace output
63. Hawaiian tuber
66. Wade’s opponent
68. Recipe amount
The solution to puzzle #0617 will 
run in the July 3 issue.

© StatePoint Media
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ment scheduled, plus the food 
is really great. So everyone 
in the Youngstown, Warren 
and Sharon areas should stop 

by for a most enjoyable day.
Then, in the blink of an 

eye, it will be time for Slo-
venefest. The date is early 
this year, so be sure you tell 
family and friends that the 

place to be on July 7, 8 and 
9 is the SNPJ Recreation 
Center for Slovenefest. Pay a 
visit to the Slovenefest web-
site, www.slovenefest.com, 
to review the entertainment 

schedule so you can plan 
your day.  

Slovenefest is the SNPJ 
event of the year, and you 
don't want to miss it. We hope 
to see you there!

Don’t miss out on SNPJ Heritage Center Weekend

by GERRI TREBETS
Lodge 604 Secretary

KIRTLAND, Ohio — Here we are again! 
I can’t believe it’s June and picnic season 
is here once again. Lodge 604 has one of 
the early dates for their picnic at the SNPJ 
Farm, June 11, and hopefully by that time 
the weather will be warm as it’s been a 
long time coming!

As we did last year, we will be collect-
ing nonperishable items for the Greater 
Cleveland Food Bank. It was a success 
last year and we hope to bring in even 
more this year. Anyone bringing a non-
perishable item will get $2 off the price of 
admission, which is $8. What a great way 
to help those in need in our community!

The doors will open at 1 p.m. and serv-
ing begins at 2. Our menu will consist of 
roast beef, Slovenian sausage, wieners, 
Slovenian potatoes, sauerkraut, salad 
and those delicious donuts, krofe. As a 
special treat, for an additional 25 cents 
you can have a krofe iced with maple ice 
wine glaze – yum!

As our special dishes, we will be serv-
ing pulled pork sandwiches and smoked 
Gouda macaroni and cheese, which was 
a big hit last year. What a mouthwatering 
menu!

At 3 p.m., entertainment will be pro-
vided by Ron Likovic. His melodious 
tunes will make you want to get out on 
the dance floor... or maybe you’d prefer 

to just sit and tap your feet. I love all the 
old favorites that he plays; they just put a 
smile on my face and a song in my heart.

Our Farm crew has been super busy 
sprucing up and making a lot of needed 
improvements to the grounds, pavilion 
and kitchen. I think you will be delight-
fully surprised. We appreciate all of your 
patronage and hope you will continue 
to support us as we strive to keep polka 
music and the Slovenian heritage alive. 
Bring your friends and neighbors out for a 
fun-filled day.  We also have balina courts, 
bean bag toss and horseshoes. 

We hope to see you on Sunday, June 11, 
at the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, Ohio. I’m 
looking forward to seeing all of you again.

Utopians have early picnic date at the SNPJ Farm Official Proceedings
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
Feb. 16, 2017
The meeting was called to order at 10:30 a.m. by President 
Evanish with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
The minutes from the Feb. 2, 2017, meeting were read and 
approved.
Reviewed and approved Activity Scholarships.
Discussed the 2018 Convention and reviewed the comparison of 
costs between holding a Las Vegas convention and a conven-
tion at the SNPJ Recreation Center. Reviewed the hotel rates 
received from hotels in the Boardman, Ohio, area and reviewed 
the costs from the caterer. We will send out the information to the 
National Board and discuss at the upcoming meeting.
Discussed the employees’ pension plan and agreed to meet with 
pension actuaries to discuss further.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:45 p.m.

March 16, 2017
The meeting was called to order at 1 p.m. by President Evanish 
with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
The minutes from the Feb. 16, 2017, meeting were read and 
approved.
Discussed the proposal for the Finance Committee regarding the 
pension plan after our meeting with pension actuaries.
Discussed the proposal to the National Board regarding some 
convention item changes, as well as the cost comparison be-
tween the two sites.
Discussed the renovation to the upper motel units at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center and the proposal that will be discussed at the 
upcoming National Board meeting.
Discussed the gas lease that has been proposed for the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. This will be discussed at the upcoming 
National Board meeting.
Approved a donation in the amount of $100 to the Westmoreland 
County Federation for a community event.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:35 p.m.

April 10, 2017
The meeting was called to order at 3 p.m. by President Evanish 
with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
The minutes from the March 16, 2017, meeting were read and 
approved.
Discussed the various options that were offered on the gas lease 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center. Approved one of the options, 
and President Evanish will sign the paperwork for the lease.
Discussed Youth Roundup, the Young Adult Conference and the 
TEL Workshop, and if we will have enough attendance for these 
events. Discussed counselors that are available, and whether 
or not the certifications for the counselors need updated or are 
still valid. Met with Fraternal Director Bro. Kevin Richards to 
discuss these events.
President Evanish stated that the renovations are underway for 
the motel units at the SNPJ Recreation Center.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:25 p.m.
JOSEPH C. EVANISH
National President/CEO

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO

by LEE JACKOPIN
Lodge 355 Secretary

FAIRPORT HARBOR, Ohio — The 
Brothers and Sisters of Fairport Lodge 
355 are excited to host a picnic dance on 
Sunday, June 25, at the SNPJ Farm in 
Kirtland, Ohio. The Farm is located on 
Heath Road, south off Route 6 and two 
miles east of Route 306.

The gate will open at 1 p.m. Sand-
wiches and delicious roast beef and 
sausage dinners will be served starting 
at 2. The exciting Bob Kravos Band will 
perform your favorite Slovenian polkas 
and other tunes from 3 to 7 p.m. Come 
enjoy the music outside while relaxing in 
your lawn chair.

There will be other activities for the 
young and old alike. Guests can take 
part in a friendly game of balina with 
their family and friends, children and 
grandchildren. It seems that some of the 
younger people don’t know this Slovenian 
game, but they do know the bean bag toss 
game. Horseshoes can also be played, and 
there are swings, slides and other games 
for the children. There is no gate admis-
sion for those 16 and younger.

The SNPJ Farm was purchased in 
1939 by the Cleveland Federation of SNPJ 

Lodges and was originally named the 
Cleveland SNPJ Recreation Grounds. At 
that time the property was out in the coun-
try in an area that had not been developed 
yet, so it was simply and affectionately 
called “the farm.” A plaque is on display 
honoring the founders and early officers 
of the SNPJ Farm (made up of 150 men 
and women), and two sets of plaques honor 
the many donations for improvement and 
roof projects. There’s even a traditional 
Slovenian drying rack (kozolec) to see 
right here in Ohio!

We will also be welcoming folks from 
Pennsylvania who will be holding their 
annual Beaverdale/Dunlo Reunion on 
June 25. Since 1990, this reunion has 
taken place during the Lodge 355 picnic 
on the last Sunday in June. The reunion is 
always held on the same date so that it’s 
easy to remember!

Come on out and reunite with your 
friends and relatives from Pennsylvania. 
When you arrive, head to the reunion reg-
istration and records area located under the 
large “Beaverdale/Dunlo Reunion” banner 
on the left side of the pavilion. Sign in, then 
renew old acquaintances with folks from 
the small Pennsylvania towns in the coal 
mining region of Cambria County such as 

Krayn, Lloydell, Portage, Sidman, South 
Fork, Wilmore and several others.

The many people who moved to the 
Cleveland area from these coal min-
ing towns started this reunion tradition 
after World War II. This will be the 
28th consecutive reunion, with only a 
few missed years. The reunion tradi-
tion stopped a couple of times, but in 
1989 several people, all now deceased, 
organized Beaverdale Reunions in the 
spring and fall at Strawberry Lane Park 
in Willoughby, Ohio.

It is worth noting that some second-
generation members who were not born 
in Beaverdale or Pennsylvania still 
participate in the reunion and help it to 
continue in memory of their parents and 
grandparents.

Please pass the word to your relatives 
and friends about the 2017 Beaverdale/
Dunlo Reunion. For more information 
contact Lee Jackopin at (440) 943-3170.

Fairport Lodge 355 invites everyone 
to come out to the Farm on June 25 for 
this wonderful picnic dance. We promise 
excellent food and beverages, and superb 
music for your dancing and listening plea-
sure. This will be an ideal time to spend 
with your relatives and friends.

Farm welcomes Lodge 355, Beaverdale Reunion

by MARYANN BEBAR (41)
Westmoreland Federation President

IRWIN, Pa. — It’s been ages since I’ve 
written an article for ProSveTA. Life 
has taken me in another direction since 
the closing of the Westmoreland County 
Federation’s picnic grove in Evanstown, 
Pa. We all miss the wonderful summers 
spent dancing, eating, drinking and 
enjoying time with our friends. I per-
sonally have taken a back seat to all of 
the Federation dances and spend more 
time at home and working on church 
functions. At 75, I’m still working full 
time at Kirk Trucking in Delmont, Pa. 
I never thought I’d be working at this 

age, but I feel good and love my job. 
Never a dull moment!

The Federation is planning two 
special dances this year. Our annual 
cancer awareness dance, the Pretty in 
Pink Benefit, will be held Sunday, June 
25, at the Slovenian Hall in Yukon, Pa. 
Music will be provided by Jack Tady & 
The Tady Bears from 2 to 6 p.m. Our 
second dance will be held Sunday, Oct. 
22, at the Yukon Slovenian Hall. The 
Don Wojtila Band will perform from 
2 to 6 p.m.

We recently held a paint and sip 
party sponsored by Carbon Lodge 223 
in Greensburg, Pa. There were over 30 

participants and we had a super fun time. 
It was nice to get together with friends 
and enjoy the afternoon. Our portraits 
were amazing; that is, some were great 
and some were good. I framed my vase 
of flowers and it now sits in the living 
room in front of our stereo. You can’t 
miss it! It serves as a nice reminder of 
how I can improve the next time. We 
have to try this again sometime soon.

We’re looking forward to seeing 
you at our Pretty in Pink Benefit on 
June 25. Food, refreshments, a 50/50 
drawing and Chinese auction will be 
available. Have your cash ready — it’s 
for a good cause!

Westmoreland Fed welcomes the return of Pretty in Pink fund-raiser

The Yukon Slovenian Hall has been chosen once again to host this 
year’s “Pretty in Pink” fund-raiser on Sunday, June 25.
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Members celebrating 50, 60, 70 and 80 years with the Slovene National Benefit Society

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President

Of the 2,000 life insurance companies and 
fraternal benefit societies operating in the 
U.S., less than 100 have been in existence 

as long as the SNPJ. As a not-for-profit fraternal 
benefit society, we have successfully provided life 
insurance to our members since 1904, along with a 
full package of social, athletic and cultural programs, 
scholarships, community service projects, and much 
more. SNPJ also offers annuities that can be used 
for IRAs and Roth IRAs.

Our more than 110 years of longevity and success 
have been made possible by the loyalty and dedica-
tion of our members. The SNPJ’s engine may have 
been built and its direction set by  its founders and 
subsequent leaders, but its path has been traveled, 
cleared and paved by our dedicated members.

As a way to show respect and appreciation to 
our longtime and loyal members, we recognize 

membership milestones with a custom gift. The 
years of membership are counted in terms of adult 
membership years, not including youth enrollment 
years. These milestones of recognition include 50, 
60, 70 and 80 years of adult membership.

We ask our Fraternal Honorees, once they have 
received their awards from the Society, to submit a 
short report on their past and present lifestyle, includ-
ing their Lodge affiliation, hobbies and any other 
information that might be of interest to our readers.

In acknowledging these dedicated members, it is 
our privilege to show respect for these honorees by 
offering our thanks and appreciation for the loyalty 
they have shown the SNPJ for so many years. In this 
small way, through our offical SNPJ publication, we 
can etch their names even deeper into the archives 
of the Slovene National Benefit Society.

On behalf of the entire membership, we extend 
our congratulations to those members reaching these 
anniversary milestones. 

Fraternal Honorees
CONTINUE NEXT COLUMN

Sis. ANGIE BRISKI
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. AGNES BROWN
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Bro. JoE and Sis. ANNE ToNYA
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. ANGIE BRISKI
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Fraternal Honorees
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. AGNES BROWN
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. DARLENE TATANGELO (677) Sis. MARGARET REFOSCO (6)

Sis. BERTHA MORRIS (138)

Sis. ANGIE BRISKI (371)

Sis. AGNES BROWN (89)

• Sis. CAROLYN LAUSCHKE, 
a 60-year SNPJ member, was 
honored by Chicago Lodge 8 and 
the Society. Sis. Lauschke writes:

“Thank you sincerely for the 
beautiful 60-year membership 
pen. I am honored to have received 
it and proud to have been a mem-
ber of the Society for 60 years. 
All the best to my SNPJ Brothers 
and Sisters.”

Sis. CAROLYN LAUSCHKE
Chicago Lodge 8

Antioch, IL

• Girard, Kan., Lodge 225 and 
SNPJ honored Sis. FRANCES 
ALES for attaining 70 years of 
membership. Sis. Ales writes:

“I want to thank the SNPJ for the 
lovely throw blanket in honor of my 
70th year as an SNPJ member.

“I celebrated my 88th birthday in 
December 2016. I don’t do much, 
although I do enjoy working on 
various word puzzles, including 
the crossword puzzle featured 
in PROSVETA. I also pedal my 
stationary bike every day for about 
30 minutes.

“Thanks again for the lovely 
blanket. It will keep me nice and 
warm.”

Sis. FRANCES ALES
Girard, Kan., Lodge 225

Arma, KS

• As a 70-year member of SNPJ, 
Sis. JENNIE ZUZEK was recog-
nized by Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138 
and the Slovene National Benefit 
Society. Sis. Zuzek writes:

“It was such a delightful surprise 
to receive the beautifully embroi-
dered SNPJ blanket in honor 
of my 70-year membership. My 
parents, John and Mary Kosmach, 
emigrated from Slovenia and had 
three daughters, each marrying a 
Slovenian fellow. My husband and 
I had a son, Alan, and a daughter, 
Darlene. We are all members of 
the SNPJ and have enjoyed many 
of the Society’s activities. Unfortu-
nately, my husband passed away 
in 1980.

“My parents followed employ-
ment in the coal mining industry 
in the various communities before 
settling in Strabane. My father 
was in an extremely serious mine 
accident on Sept. 17, 1935, and 
was in a Pittsburgh hospital for 
three months. A young Strabane 
Slovenian named John Cadez 
drove my family to see my father 
every Saturday. Fortunately, with 
much determination, my father 
recovered and was able to enjoy 
playing balina on Sunday after-
noons at Strabane Lodge 138.

“I have many fond memories 
of dancing at the SNPJ Hall and 
Drenik’s Park in Strabane. They 
were places for young and old 
to gather and enjoy each other’s 
company. SNPJ has been a big 
part in my life and I am a very 
proud Slovenian. Thank you for 
the blanket and the benefits of 
being a member of SNPJ.”

Sis. JENNIE ZUZEK
Strabane Lodge 138

Canonsburg, PA

Share your biography with 
PROSVETA. Send your 
material to National Presi-
dent Joseph C. Evanish 
at 247 West Allegheny 
Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

celebrating your SNPJ
ann i ve r sa r y ?

• Seventy-year SNPJ member Sis. 
MARTHA ST. IVANY was recog-
nized in February by the Society 
and St. Louis Lodge 107 for her 
longtime membership.

Martha played the drums with 
the local button box players for 
three years and attended many 
SNPJ Lodge 107 meetings in 
St. Louis. Martha, who was an 
assisted living resident in Illinois, 
expressed her appreciation for the 
blanket she received in honor of 
her longtime membership.

Editor’s Note: Sis. Martha St. Ivany 
passed away on March 23, 2017. The 
Society extends condolences to the 
St. Ivany family on their loss.

• As a 60-year member of SNPJ, 
Sis. DARLENE TATANGELO was 
recognized by Detroit Lodge 677 
and the Slovene National Benefit 
Society. Sis. Tatangelo writes:

“Thank you for the beautiful 60-
year membership pen. I have lots 
of SNPJ memories, from belonging 
to the former Youth Circle 58 and 
bowling with the youth group, to 
senior trips with my mom, Louise 
Gasper. I participated in many 
bowling tournaments when I was 
younger, and fondly remember 
visiting the SNPJ Recreation Cen-
ter with my family and my cousin, 
Emma Rugel. We had such great 
times.

“I’m proud to belong to the 
SNPJ. Thank you again for the 
recognition.”

Sis. DARLENE TATANGELO
Detroit Lodge 677

Warren, MI

• Seventy-year SNPJ member Sis. 
BERTHA MORRIS was recog-
nized by the Society and Strabane, 
Pa., Lodge 138 for her longtime 
membership. Sis. Morris writes:

“Thank you for the lovely 
blanket. I am a lifetime member of 
SNPJ Lodge 138 and I’m proud to 
be Slovenian!

“My family consisted of my 
parents, Jacob and Minnie Pavcic, 
and my two siblings, Millie and Bill.

“I have two children. My son 
David and his wife Nancy have 
two daughters, Jesse and Cyndi, 
and two grandsons, Breaken and 
Kellen. My daughter Stacey and 
her husband Ed have two children, 
Brian and Lauren, and three 
grandchildren, Hailey, Aubrey and 
Bentley.

“Best wishes in 2017 to the 
SNPJ!”

Sis. BERTHA MORRIS
Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138

Canonsburg, PA

• Sis. ANGIE BRISKI, a 70-year 
SNPJ member, was honored by 
Cle Elum, Wash., Lodge 371 and 
the Society. Sis. Briski writes:

“Thank you to the Slovene Na-
tional Benefit Society for my cozy 
fleece blanket in honor of my 70 
years of membership. It will come 
in handy on the cold winter nights 

here in Washington.
“I was born Jan. 25, 1927, in 

the small coal mining village of 
No. 5, near the town of Roslyn, 
Wash. My parents were both Slo-
venian. My dad, Anton Mrak, was 
from Gorenja Vas, and my mom, 
Angela (Selisnik) Mrak, was from 
Solcava (Štajerska). I visited both 
areas of Slovenia in 1984 with my 
son, Mark; his wife, Roxann; and 
my mom, who had left there 61 
years ago at that time. We also 
traveled with friends Ray and Katie 
Kladnik of Cle Elum and my cousin, 
Rose Gasparich of Renton, Wash. 
It was a very exciting trip, and I 
was happy to put my Slovenian 
language to use.

“I married Marko Briski Jr. in 
1949. He died in 1978. We had 
three children, Cheryl (Briski) 
Maras, Candace Briski (deceased) 
and Mark Briski. I also have three 
grandchildren, Jessica (Maras) 
Berry, Marcie (Maras) Stevens 
and Carson Briski; and four great-
grandchildren, Payson and Hadley 
Berry, and Reed and Easton Ste-
vens. I’m very proud of my family. 
They love Slovenian food, beauti-
ful gardens and family traditions.

“Our SNPJ Lodge is small, but 
we always look forward to sum-
mer picnics on the Kladnik prop-
erty at Lake Cle Elum, Christmas 
brunches and our regular Lodge 
meetings. Both of my parents, 
as well as both of my husband’s 
parents, were SNPJ members for 
many years. We’re all proud of our 
Slovenian heritage.”

Sis. ANGIE BRISKI
Cle Elum, Wash., Lodge 371

Ronald, WA

• Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 and the 
SNPJ honored Sis. MARGARET 
REFoSCo for attaining 70 years of 
membership. Sis. Refosco writes:

“Thank you for the warm blanket 
you sent in honor of my 70-year 
membership. It is a wonderful gift 
I use every day. It reminds me of 
the wonderful times I spent with 
my family, the dances my hus-
band and I attended, New Year’s 
sauerkraut and klobase, and Mrs. 
Wirant’s granish meatballs made 
with cereal.

“I currently live with my daugh-
ter, Bernadette Voorhees, in Van-
couver, Wash. At age 95, I can’t 
live alone.”

Sis. MARGARET REFOSCO
Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6

Vancouver, WA

• As a 70-year member of SNPJ, 
Sis. AGNES BROWN was recog-
nized by Midway, Pa., Lodge 89 
and the Slovene National Benefit 
Society. Sis. Brown writes:

“I want to thank you for the 
beautiful blanket I received for my 
70-year membership. I’m proud to 
be an SNPJ member. My parents, 
Lawrence and Bertha Kavcic, 
worked in the Lodge 89 clubroom 
for many years.

“I was married to my husband 
Will Brown for 56 great years. 

Sis. MARTHA ST. IVANY (107)

Bro. JoE and Sis. ANNE ToNYA
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Bro. JOE and Sis. ANNE TONYA (776)

We have two caring children, five 
wonderful grandchildren and four 
adoring great-grandchildren. We 
go places together often and they 
do everything they can for me.

“I like polka dancing and work-
ing on crossword puzzles. I enjoy 
what I can in life and thank God for 
everything he has given me and 
my family. I am grateful.”

Sis. AGNES BROWN
Midway, Pa., Lodge 89

Sturgeon, PA

• Fifty-year members Bro. JoE 
and Sis. ANNE ToNYA were 
recognized by the Society and 
Borough of SNPJ, Pa., Lodge 776 
for their longtime membership. Sis. 
Tonya writes:

“Thank you for sending us 
50-year membership certificates 
and pins.

“I was born in Hillsville, Pa., and 
raised in Struthers, Ohio. Joe was 
born and raised in Bessemer, Pa. 
We met at a polka dance and were 
married on July 14, 1951.

“Joe and I joined the SNPJ the 
same year as the groundbreaking 
of the SNPJ Recreation Center. 
Living in New Middletown, Ohio, 
approximately four miles from the 
Rec Center, we have enjoyed 
many happy times supporting the 
events, dancing to great polka 
bands and making numerous 
friendships over the years.

“My sons, Steve and the late 
Dave, had a polka band and played 
at the Thursday night barn dances 
in the late 1960s and early 1970s. 
Daughter Cathy Kalenits held her 
first job at the Rec Center clean-
ing the cabins and working in the 
kitchen. She currently serves on 
the SNPJ Recreation Center Com-
mittee. Joe and I are also blessed 
with four grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren.

“Over the years we’ve traveled 
to Cleveland and Pittsburgh to sup-
port many other SNPJ events. The 
highlight of our last 50 years was 
traveling to Europe in 1993 with our 
son Steve, daughter-in-law Linda 
and granddaughter Lauren. We 
visited Slovenia, Austria, Germany 
(during the Oktoberfest celebra-
tion) and Switzerland. It was a trip 
we will never forget.

“We are very proud that SNPJ 
has been a part of our lives over 
the last 50 years. We again thank 
you for this special recognition.”

Bro. JOE and Sis. ANNE TONYA
Borough of SNPJ, Pa., Lodge 776

New Middletown, OH
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• Receive $10 for each valid referral submitted.
• Every valid referral earns the recommender
 one chance in the Quarterly Drawing for an
 opportunity to win $100.
• Every valid referral also earns the recommender 

one chance in the Year-end Drawing for an
 opportunity to win $500 cash.

By submitting one valid referral,
you have the opportunity to earn

a total of $610 in cash prizes!

Recommender Benefits

The SNPJ Recommender Program provides an 
opportunity for adult members to encourage 
family, friends, children and acquaintances to join 
the Slovene National Benefit Society and take 
advantage of SNPJ’s competitive products and 
numerous fraternal benefits. Not only will you 
be helping a friend and strengthening our Society, 
you’ll also be receiving benefits yourself.

I would like to introduce
_________________________________________

for SNPJ membership

Please contact: __________________________________________
 (Parent or guardian if under age 18)

Address: _______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________
Phone: (             ) _________________________________________
Indicate Preferred Agent ___________________________________
 (Optional)

My Name: ______________________________________________
My Lodge Number: _______________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________
Phone: (             ) _________________________________________
e-mail __________________________________________________

Each individual must be informed that an agent will contact him/her and the referral
must have some interest in SNPJ in order for the recommender to be considered valid.

Complete this coupon and return to
Slovene National Benefit Society

Att’n: Marketing Department
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA 15126

SNPJ Recommender Program

SNPJ fraternal sympathies

DEATHS REPoRTED
For the month of March 2017
   DATE oF
LODGE NAME DEATH CITY/STATE
 A01 Gertrude M. Loerlein 03-08-2017 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 A02 Daniel Paul Walker 06-13-2016 Elizabeth City, N.C.
 FD4 Lois McNulty 12-30-2016 McKees Rocks, Pa.
 2 Rebecca Jo Boeschen 10-23-2016 Ft. Meyers, Fla.
 2 Rose Rupnik 03-04-2017 Lincoln, Ill.
 2 Vivian Yaklich 11-10-2016 La Salle, Ill.
 6 Joseph J. DeBone Jr. 02-16-2017 Bridgeville, Pa.
 8 Martha D. Labaj 10-26-2016 New Lenox, Ill.
 34 Mary E. Thomas 01-04-2017 Columbia City, Ind.
 41 Robert J. Riddle 12-23-2016 Berkely Hgts., N.J.
 89 Dorothy Tokash 03-01-2017 Weirton, W.Va.
 106 Marie Bigger 01-06-2017 Bulger, Pa.
 106 Donald W. Stitsel 03-07-2017 Hookstown, Pa.
 106 George M. Jula 12-12-2016 Imperial, Pa.
  107 Ida M. Umek 02-06-2017 Hillsboro, Ill.
  107 Walter Matosich 12-02-2016 Saint Louis, Mo.
  107 Robert A. Dinu 03-03-2017 New York, N.Y.
  107 George Slifka 03-03-2017 Livingston, Ill.
  113 John Vouk 02-16-2017 Roseville, Calif.
  138 Mary J. Simko 02-15-2017 Canonsburg, Pa.
  138 Barbara A. Cianelli 02-20-2017 Washington, Pa.
  138 Howard J. Beatty 03-03-2017 Meadowlands, Pa.
  142 Hattie A. Troha 09-04-2016 Madison, Ohio
  158 Ludwig H. Pugel 03-07-2017 South Euclid, Oho
  218 John Yarmeak 11-11-2016 Aurora, Colo.
  218 Jennie F. Duran 02-05-2017 Trinidad, Colo.
 225 Mildred Randell 12-23-2016 Shawnee, Kan.
 225 Leroy D. Russell 11-01-2016 Pittsburg, Kan.
 225 August Hacin 07-05-2016 Arma, Kan.
 225 Frances E. Oblak 01-17-2017 Franklin, Kan.
 257 John Bogucki 01-26-2017 Parma, Ohio
 274 Tyler D. Cimba 02-23-2017 Johnstown, Pa.
 304 Georgene K. Moffitt 06-15-2016 Fond Du Lac, Wis.
 358 Joan J. Plunkett 02-22-2017 Lisbon, Ohio
 564 Donna M. Flockhart 02-21-2017 Sterling Hgts., Mich.
 576 Angela Zabjek 01-12-2017 Mequon, Wis.
 577 Raymond Kern 11-16-2016 Pueblo, Colo.
 584 Rose M. Peternal 06-13-2016 Chisholm, Minn.
 584 Ralph Jelenc 05-21-2015 Sheboygan, Wis.
 584 Agnes Fennig 02-17-2017 Muskego, Wis.
 584 Patricia M. Yuzna 02-08-2017 Greenfield, Wis.
 584 Sally Ann Chos 12-05-2016 Eveleth, Minn.
 584 Emma F. Olson 01-07-2017 Esko, Minn.
 603 Lois E. Hafner 02-19-2017 New Smyrna Beach, Fla.
 604 Zora Ozanski 02-18-2017 Toledo, Ohio
 604 Camille Simon 07-03-2016 Mentor, Ohio
 614 Mary Vadnal 10-20-2016 Euclid, Ohio
 626 Albert L. Puster 01-07-2017 Akron, Ohio
 643 Nettie Juvancic 01-24-2017 Niles, Ohio
 643 Elsie Furin 02-14-2017 Girard, Ohio
 665 Joseph D. Bonadio 01-14-2017 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 665 Rose J. Mihm 03-05-2017 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 715 Raymond Visnic 12-23-2016 Jeannette, Pa.
 723 John Kuncheff 02-14-2017 Sheridan, Wyo.
 729 Georgia M. Guilmart 01-27-2017 Eighty Four, Pa.
 749 Carolyn J. Zupanchick 02-23-2017 Johnstown, Pa.
 770 Jean M. Sankovich 12-03-2014 Bessemer, Pa.
 771 William M. Bacic 02-19-2017 Koppel, Pa.
 781 Beatrice J. Lipanye 02-02-2017 Highland Hgts., Ohio
 782 Julius Szymanski 10-07-2016 Gowanda, N.Y.
 782 Frank F. Pivik 01-20-2017 Murrysville, Pa.

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary

sis. JosePhiNe h. loNick
lodge 89

MIDWAY, Pa. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 89 sadly report 
the March 14, 2017, passing of 
Sis. Josephine Helen Lonick, 
87, of Atlasburg, Pa., following 
a lengthy illness.

Sis. Lonick was born Feb. 4, 
1930, in Slovan, Pa., a daughter 
of the late Anna and Joseph 
Baic. She was the owner and 
operator of Baic’s Restaurant 
and Tavern for many years. She 
had many friends whom she 
loved dearly and who dearly 
loved her in return, several 
of whom are from her hook 
team days, and the rest from 
living life.

A 70-year SNPJ member, 
Sis. Lonick was also a mem-
ber of Our Lady of Lourdes 
Roman Catholic Church in 
Burgettstown, Pa. She was 
an avid reader and enjoyed 
doing crossword puzzles. She 
was known for her cook ing 
and baking skills, which she 
acquired from her mother; for 
her stories of times past; and 
especially for her generosity. 
She will be missed by all she 
touched.

Surviving are four children, 
Dean (Deborah) Lonick of 
Grand Rapids, Mich., Robert 
(Cindy) Lonick of Burgett-
stown, Marsha Buyny of 
Slovan, and Richard (Tracey) 
of Chartiers Twp., Pa.; 10 
grandchildren; nine great-
grandchildren; and a niece, 
Vlasta, of Croatia.

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death 
by her husband, Walter G. 
Lonick, on Dec. 17, 1998; a son, 
Gregory J. Lonick, on June 8, 
2006; and a grandson, Chaz 
Walter Lonick.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Lonick 
on March 18 in Our Lady 

of Lourdes Roman Catholic 
Church, Burgettstown, offici-
ated by the Rev. Bob Staszew-
ski. Interment followed in Our 
Lady of Lourdes Cemetery, 
Burgettstown.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 89 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Lonick’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss. 

Bro. JohN r. MaNgiN
lodge 277

STRUTHERS, Ohio — The 
members of Lodge 277 sadly 
report the March 22, 2017, 
passing of Bro. John R. “Pap” 
Mangin, 85, with his family 
at his side.

Bro. Mangin was born 
March 2, 1932, in Pierce, 
W.Va., a son of the late John 
M. and Mary (Verdinek) 
Mancini. His family moved 
to the Lincoln Hill area of 
Washington, Pa., where he 
attended grade school, before 
graduating from Trinity High 
School in May 1949. At age 
10, his family changed their 
surname to Mangin.

Upon his high school gradu-
ation, he enlisted in the U.S. 
Navy. He served on the USS 
Moale (DD-693) for 45 months 
during the Korean War. After 
being discharged from the 
Navy in May 1954, he went to 
work at Pennsylvania Trans-
former.

Bro. Mangin married his 
wife, the former Helen L. Shan-
non, of Houston, Pa., on Dec. 
4, 1954. A new job at United 
Engineering & Foundry moved 
the couple to Youngstown, 
Ohio, in 1956. Together they 
had three children: J. Gregory 
of Struthers, Ohio, Renee 
(Dave) Tucci of Canfield, Ohio, 
and Ralph of Belleville, Mich. 

Upon retiring from United 
Engineering (Wean United), 
he worked for Glunt Machine 
in Warren, Ohio.

In addition to 68 years of 
SNPJ membership, he was 
a member of St. Dominic 
Church, the American Legion 
and the Moose Lodge in East 
Palestine, Ohio, and was a life 
member of VFW Post 3538 in 
Struthers.

He loved to play golf, 
participating in many leagues 
around the Youngstown, Ohio, 
area. He had two holes-in-one 
at the Mill Creek and Lakeside 
golf courses. He enjoyed go-
ing to the YMCA, and play-
ing shuffleboard, bocce and 
darts. He liked Italian music, 
camping, casinos, horse rac-
ing, vegetable gardening and 
attending USS Moale reunions. 
He loved the Youngstown State 
University Penguins, and the 
Pittsburgh Steelers and Pirates, 
and he even attended the 1960 
World Series. 

He enjoyed traveling home 
to Blackwater Falls, W.Va., 
yearly, and once took the fam-
ily on a 10-week trip touring the 
country. He enjoyed making 
sauce for Sunday spaghetti 
dinners, but most of all he 
loved his children and grand-
children, who always brought a 
smile to his face and a sparkle 
to his eye.

Besides his wife and three 
children, he leaves his two 
grandchildren, Lianna and 
Gina Tucci; a brother, Jimmy 
(Dale) Mangin; and three 
sisters, Eleanor Ruffolo, Rita 
(Bobby) Marra and Monie 
Dietz. He was preceded in 
death by his parents and five 
brothers-in-law.

Bro. Mangin requested 
private services and burial, 
which took place at Lake Park 
Cemetery, where military 
honors were accorded.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 277 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Mangin’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

sis. JosePhiNe MariNi 
lodge 729

YUKON, Pa. — The members 
of Lodge 729 sadly report 
the April 5, 2017, passing of 
Sis. Josephine Marini, 92, of 
Millsboro, Pa., surrounded by 
her loving family.

Sis. Marini was born Oct. 
18, 1924, in Alicia, Fayette 
County, Pa., a daughter of the 
late Joseph and Matilda Zupan-
cic. Soon after her birth, her 
family moved to Crucible, Pa., 
known to locals as “Serbian 
Town.” There she spent her 
childhood and early adulthood.

Sis. Marini was the loving 
wife of Gladinoro “Frank” 
Marini, who died Sept. 16, 
2001. They were married for 
54 years, all of which time they 
lived in Millsboro. In addition 
to being a homemaker, she was 
an employee of Brownsville 
Sports Wear, from which she 

retired.
A 74-year SNPJ member, 

she was also a member of St. 
Katharine Drexel Parish in 
Fredericktown, Pa., and the 
Wilfred R. Cameron Wellness 
Center, where she developed 
many friendships over the 
years.

Affectionately known as 
“Mun-Ga” to her grandchil-
dren and their friends, she 
made her family the center of 
her life. She enjoyed cooking 
and baking. Frequently, es-
pecially during holidays, her 
home was the gathering place 
for family and friends to enjoy 
her comfort food.

Surviving are her children, 
Dana (Mike) Kubik of Rices 
Landing, Pa., Marc Marini 
Sr. of Monmouth Junction, 
N.J., JoAnn (John) Bailey of 
Coal Center, Pa., and Cindi 
(Rich) Bundy of Millsboro; 
seven grandchil dren; seven 
great-grandchildren; and many 
nieces and nephews.

In addition to her parents 
and husband, she was preceded 
in death by two brothers, Jo-
seph and Louis Zupancic; and 
four sisters, Mary Franks, 
Anne Palone, Matilida Schum-
er and Gladys Zalar. She was 
the last surviving member of 
her immediate family.

Services for Sis. Marini 
were held April 10 in Frank 
Burkus Funeral Home, Mills-
boro, officiated by Deacon 
Bert Kuhns. Burial followed 
in LaFayette Memorial Park, 
Brier Hill, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 729 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Marini’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. howard e. eMerick
lodge a01

SEWICKLEY, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge A01 sadly 
announce the April 10, 2017, 
passing of Bro. Howard “Ed” 
Emerick, 89, of Economy Bor-
ough, Pa., just two days prior 
to his 90th birthday, in Good 
Samaritan Hos pice. He was a 
68-year member of Lodge A01.

Bro. Emerick was born 
April 12, 1927, in Rochester, 
Pa., a son of the late Howard E. 
Emerick and Mae Calvas Rick-
ard. He served in the U.S. Navy 
Seabees during WWII, was an 
operating engineer at Local 66, 
and was a horse trainer at The 
Meadows Racetrack.

His passion was jogging 
horses, and he was still racing 
at the age of 70. His favorite 
horse was Keystone Redwood, 
and everyone at The Meadows 
was like a big family to him.

Surviving are his wife of 66 
years, Janet Zehnder Emerick; 
a son, Jeffrey H. Emerick of 
Harrington, Maine; a daughter-
in-law Linda Emerick of Chip-
pewa, Pa.; three grandsons and 
three great-grandchildren. In 
addition to his parents, he was 
preceded in death by a son, 
Richard E. Emerick.

Per the family’s request, all 
services were private.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge A01 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Emerick’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. charles Paukovich
lodge 321

WARREN, Ohio — The 
members of Lodge 321 sadly 
report the April 13, 2017, pass-
ing of Bro. Charles Paukovich, 
91, who passed peacefully in 
his Warren home.

Bro. Paukovich was born 
Oct. 10, 1925, in Treesmill, 
Pa. He served in the U.S. Army 
and retired as a laborer from 
General Refractories.

Charles belonged to St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church of 
Warren and was a 73-year 
member of SNPJ Lodge 321 
where he served as a Lodge au-
ditor. He will be greatly missed 
by his Lodge 321 friends.

Surviving Bro. Paukovich 
are his son, Charles Paukovich, 
and two granddaughters. He 
was preceded in death by his 
wife, Louise Ferko Paukovich.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 321 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Paukovich’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

Bro. JaMes a. oMaheN
• Lodge 2 •

LA SALLE, Ill. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 2 sadly announce 
the April 18, 2017, passing of 
Bro. James A. Omahen, 90, of 
Oglesby, Ill., in St. Margaret’s 
Hospital, Spring Valley, Ill. 
He had been a resident of the 
Illinois Veterans Home in La 
Salle for the past nine months.

Bro. Omahen was born 
Sept. 6, 1926, in La Salle. He 
was a graduate of La Salle-
Peru Township High School 
and received technical training 
at Illinois Valley Community
College. He married Lucille
Delmanowski on Jan. 15, 
1949, in St. Hyacinth Church, 
La Salle.

James was a veteran of the 
U.S. Navy, having served dur-
ing World War II in the Pacific 
Theater of Operations. He was 
a mem ber of the VFW, and a 
proud operating engineer with 
Local 150, where he remained 
active even after retirement.

Bro. Omahen was ac tive 
at church, first at St. Roch’s 
Church and later Resurrection 
Church in La Salle, where he 
helped with bingo and with 
whatever was needed around 
the church. At the time of his 
passing, he was a member 
of Holy Family Church in 
Oglesby.

James enjoyed the outdoors, 
es pecially hunting, fishing, 
trapping and mushroom hunt-
ing. He was a regular con-
tributor to the “Chalk Talk” 
radio program on WLPO in 

programming regarding the 
outdoors. He also en joyed coin 
collecting and photography, 
especially tak ing pictures of 
the sunrise and sunset.

Survivors include his wife, 
Lucille; two children, Susan C. 
(Marshall “Dusty”) Johnson 
and James P. Omahen; and 
two grandchil dren, Rachel and 
Daniel Johnson.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Anton and 
Josephine (Kalin) Omahen.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Bro. Oma-
hen at Holy Family Church, 
Oglesby, with the Rev. Paul 
Carlson officiating. Burial 
followed in St. Hyacinth 
Cemetery in La Salle with full 
military rites con ducted by the 
La Salle-Oglesby Veterans 
Memorial Group.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 2 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Omahen’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

sis. liNda l. aNdersoN
lodge 89

MIDWAY, Pa. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 89 sadly report 
a second recent loss with the 
April 26, 2017, passing of Sis. 
Linda L. Anderson, 64, of 
Westland, Mt. Pleasant Twp., 
Pa., in Washington Hospital, 
Washington, Pa.

Sis. Anderson was born 
June 20, 1952, in McKees 
Rocks, Pa., a daughter of the 
late Chalmers W. and Nancy 
J. Kelly Harbison. She was 
employed as a certified nurse’s 
assistant at Country Meadows 
for more than 20 years.

In addition to her SNPJ 
membership, she was also a 
member of Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. She enjoyed playing 
bingo and spending time with 
her family.

Surviving Sis. Anderson 
are her children, Jerry (Shelly) 
Anderson, Brian Guta, Kelly 
Guta and Chad Guta; grand-
children Teagen and Caden 
Anderson, Britanee, Damen, 
Sean, Andre, Pete, Alisha and 
Chelsea; brothers and sister 
Terry (Denise) Harbison of 
North Fayette Twp., Pa., and 
Susan Harbison, Mike (Janet) 
Harbison and Donald (Billie 
Faye) Harbison, all of Oak-
dale, Pa.; and several great-
grandchildren.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Jerry E. An-
derson, in 2013; a sister, Margie 
Dick; and a grand daughter, 
Erica.

Funeral services for Sis. 
Anderson were held May 2 at 
Thomas-Little Funeral Ser-
vice, Inc., McDonald, Pa. In-
terment followed in Robinson 
Run Cemetery, South Fayette 
Twp., Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 89 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Anderson’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.
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by JEAN KOCI
Lodge 786 Secretary

ORANGE COUNTY, Calif. — It was 
a busy weekend for many of the Orange 
Coast Lodge 786 members and friends, 
but nevertheless, a dozen of us made 
it to Newport Beach Fashion Island 
for a different and fun day of enjoying 
brunch in style at the cozy French café 
Beau Soleil. The activity was planned by 
festival planner and Lodge 786 member 
Cathy Udovch.

We started with an off-the-menu meal, 
followed by a short but efficient Lodge 
meeting. Some important decisions 

were made concerning donations and 
our charitable project for October, and 
we verified some details for our Wine & 
Beer Tasting Picnic planned for June 11.

Cathy was able to satisfy everyone by 
obtaining tickets on the spot for one or 
more films that our participants chose to 
view. It was also a perfect day for walking 
around this lovely place.

Cathy’s dad Joe played host, giving 
Arnie and me a ride to a historic theater 
on the Peninsula at Balboa. We saw a 
“shoot ’em up” Western with a sweet 
love story between the good marshall 
and the Sunday school teacher. It was a 

happy ending! A few guests decided to 
go back for an evening show on that day 
or another day. They, too, were accom-
modated. Great job, Cathy!

It’s good to have members who come 
up with a variety of activities, such as this 
event, to satisfy different tastes. We’re 
always looking for ideas, so don’t be shy if 
you think of something. We haven’t done 
a whale watching tour for a long time, so 
maybe we’ll do that again...

We’re looking forward to another 
enjoyable picnic in Temecula on June 11 
with music, wine and beer! That will be 
our third activity of the year.

Lodge 786 members feast in style at Fashion Island

2017 Wisconsin SNPJ Golf Outing
Tony Mlinar Sr. Memorial

June 17, 2017
at New Berlin Hills Golf Course, New Berlin, Wis.

Modified shotgun start at 7:30 a.m. • Team scramble

The $75 per person entry fee covers greens fees, cart, prizes and lunch.
Return this form, along with entry fees, to:

Tom Schweiger
5014 West Howard Ave., Milwaukee, WI  53220

Phone: (414) 543-7110 • e-mail: luckylanes13@yahoo.com
Make checks payable to SNPJ Badger Lodge 584

ENTRY DEADLINE IS JUNE 10, 2017
The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament rules 
are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department, 247 West 
Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Lodge No.Name

Team captain’s name & e-mail address:

2017 Miss SNPJ Pageant
Official Entry Form

Entrants must be between the ages of 18-28 by July 9, 2017,
and an SNPJ member in good standing for at least three months.

NAME _________________________________________

ADDRESS ______________________________________

_______________________________________________

CITY/STATE/ZIP _________________________________

PHONE  (         ) __________________________________

E-MAIL _________________________________________

BIRTH DATE ____________________________________

POLICY NUMBER ________________ LODGE ________

PARENTS’ NAMES _______________________________

GRANDPARENTS’ NAMES ________________________

_______________________________________________

HOBBIES_______________________________________

I will compete in the Miss SNPJ talent competition

 YES NO

Type of talent _______________________________

(NOTE: Talent is not necessarily proficiency on a musical instrument
or singing ability. Creativity is encouraged. Everybody has a talent.)

On a separate sheet of paper and in your own words, please 
describe any school honors you have received, and any organ-
izations, clubs and activities you were involved with. Be sure to 
include specific SNPJ Youth Circle, Lodge or Federation activities.

Mail completed application,
along with a clear, color photo, to:

Slovene National Benefit Society
Att’n: Fraternal Director

247 West Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA  15126-9774

Application Deadline: June 12, 2017

by KAREN NOVAK
Lodge 576 President

CLEVELAND — Hello 
to all Spartans Lodge 
576 members! It seems 
summer has arrived, and 
I hope everyone is getting 
out and enjoying these 
beautiful warm days.

Please mark your cal-
endar for our picnic at the 
SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, 
Ohio, on Sunday, July 
23. We will be celebrat-
ing National Vanilla Ice 
Cream Day and honoring 
our 50-, 60-, 70- and 80-
year members. Entertain-
ment for your dancing 
pleasure will be Patty 
C & The Guys and the 
Joey Tomsick Orchestra. 
Bring your family and 
friends for a fun-filled 
day!  For tickets, contact 
Lou Novak at (440) 796-
6203.

As always, we’re look-
ing for many volunteers 
to help in the kitchen and 
behind the bar to make 
this a successful picnic.  
If you are interested in 
helping out, please con-

tact Lou Novak at (440) 
796-6203 or me at (216) 
965-3181.

T he  L o dge  576 
Spartans would like to 
congratulate Christian 
Thomey on the comple-
tion of his Eagle Scout 
Project. Christian and his 
team planted 60 tree sap-
lings with dear fencing 
at the Acacia Metropark 
on May 6 as part of their 
reforestation project. 
Thanks to all who helped 
with the fund-raising and 
tree planting. It was a wet 
but successful day.

Mark your calendar 
for our annual casino bus 
trip Saturday, Nov. 18. 
More info will be pro-
vided closer to the trip.

Lodge 576 will not 
hold a June meeting. The 
next Spartans meeting 
will be Monday, July 10, 
at Waterloo Hall begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m. As 
always, if you have news 
to share, feel free to con-
tact me at (216) 965-3181 
or karennovak1970@
yahoo.com.

Lodge 576 youth member CHRISTIAN THOMEY [center], pictured 
with his grandfather, National Board member and Lodge 576 
Secretary/Treasurer LOU NOVAK [right], and his uncle, Eagle Scout 
and Lodge 576 Auditor LOUIE NOVAK, completed his Eagle Scout 
Project May 6. Christian’s team planted 60 trees at Acacia Metropark.

Spartans Lodge prepares for annual Farm picnic

by JERRY WATSON
Lodge 34 Secretary

INDIANAPOLIS — Dober dan! SNPJ Lodge 34 
had a very successful dinner at the Slovenian National 
Home (SNH) on April 28. We sold out very quickly 
and everyone enjoyed the dinner.

For the first time during one of our dinners, I had 
an inquiry from a young person about SNPJ! Hope-
fully our dinners are getting the word out about SNPJ 
and we will get some new members.

The next quarterly meeting for Lodge 34 will 
take place at 1 p.m. during the annual SNH Fest at 
the Lion's Club Park in Clermont, Ind. on June 10.  
Hope to see you there!

We are planning our next SNH dinner for July 7. 
Please come out and help our Lodge.

Jozef and I were able to participate in the recent 
SNPJ National Bowing Tournament. Thanks to John 
Wagner for getting us on a team. It’s always a plea-
sure to bowl with other SNPJ members. Hey, Kevin 
Richards, where’s the bowling ball I won?

Another successful Friday night dinner was hosted by Indianapolis 
Lodge 34 at the Slovenian National Home on April 28.

Lodge 34 dinner sparks an interest in SNPJ

PROSVETA 2017 Publication Dates

Publication dates are highlighted in black boxes; deadline dates are circled. The deadline for submissions is noon 
on the third Wednesday of each month, unless otherwise noted above or on the front page. Submissions may be 
mailed to PROSVETA at 247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126; faxed to (724) 695-1555; e-mailed to 
prosveta@snpj.com; or submitted via the Publications section of the SNPJ website, www.snpj.org.
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SNPJ Crossword
FAMOUS ACTRESSES (#0517) solution

SNPJ Recreation Center 
2017 Fraternal Events
Schedule
June 23-25 SNPJ Young Adult Conference
July 7-9 SLOVENEFEST 2017
July 16-21 First Family Week
July 23-28 Second Family Week

SNPJ Recreation Center 
2017 Dance Schedule
June 10 SNPJ Heritage Center Dance 2 to 6
  Eddie Rodick Orchestra (lower pavilion)

July 2 Val Pawlowski’s 66th Birthday Bash 3 to 7
July 7-9 SLOVENEFEST 2017 Day-long

Dances are held in the upper pavilion unless otherwise noted. 
Schedule is subject to change. For information phone the SNPJ 
Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732.
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by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — For many years, 
SNPJ members have enjoyed the 
unique and truly remarkable facility 
that is the SNPJ Recreation Center. The 
experiences and countless memories 
that have been made there are treasured 
by thousands. The Recreation Center 
is now more than 50 years old and, as 
with so many things, time, along with 
wear and tear, have taken their toll.

The large upper cabins, situated 
opposite the lake along Martin Road, 
are some of the first structures that 
were built on the property. Cabins #1 
and #2 have already been completed. 
The budgeted cost to complete one 
cabin was $28,000. There are a total 
of 24 large cabins and 12 motel units 
as part of this project. It will take a 
significant amount of capital to finish 
this project, and will likely take years 
to complete. The more donations we 
receive, the quicker we can complete 
the project. Since this is not a cultural 
or educational (scholarship) cause, but 

rather, recreational in nature, contribu-
tions are not considered tax deductible. 

We encourage Lodges, Fed-
erations, members, friends and other 
organizations to contribute. Several 
have already contributed. While we 
do offer “Club Level” recognition, all 
donations will be listed in ProSveTA.

Donors at the following Club Lev-
els will receive  their name on a plaque 
inside the corresponding cabin: Bronze 
Level, $1,000; Silver Level, $5,000; 
Gold Level, $10,000; and Platinum 
Level, $25,000.

Donation checks can be made 
payable to “SNPJ.” Please indicate 
“Cabin Renovation” in the memo area. 
Provide your name and address, and 
the acknowledgment name and address 
if the donation is made in memory of 
someone. 

Send your donation to Slovene 
National Benefit Society, 247 West 
Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126. 
All donations are greatly appreci-
ated. Thank you in advance for your 
support!

Support the Rec Center Cabin Renovation Project
Before

After

Rec Center Cabin Renovation Donations
for the months of February — April 2017

Club Level Donations
Bronze Level

SNPJ Lodge 106, Imperial, Pa. ..................$1,000

Slovene Federation of SNPJ Lodges
of Western Pa. ................................................ $300

Stanley Repos (106), Imperial, Pa. ................. $200

Vincent “Babe” Baselj (6), Bridgeville, Pa. ..... $200

David J. Kohler (153), Youngstown, Ohio ....... $150

SNPJ Lodge 782, Glenshaw, Pa. ................... $100
 In memory of Richard Orlowski

Jim & Paulette (721) Strang, Chatham, Mass. .. $50
 In memory of Albert Jerala

SNPJ Lodge 721, Aliquippa, Pa. ...................... $50

David, Peggy & Kristen Cushman (138),
Houston, Pa. ................................................... $25
 In memory of Frank Barbish

David, Peggy & Kristen Cushman (138),
Houston, Pa. ................................................... $25
 In memory of Stephen Tomecsko

David, Peggy & Kristen Cushman (138),
Houston, Pa. ................................................... $25
 In memory of Daniel Kiefer

David, Peggy & Kristen Cushman (138),
Houston, Pa. ................................................... $25
 In memory of Richard Orlowski

Jim & Monica Progar (138), Perryopolis, Pa. ... $25
 In memory of LaVerne Mals

Jim & Monica Progar (138), Perryopolis, Pa. ... $25
 In memory of Dorothy Yarkosky

Louis & Nancy Koutoulakis (721),
Aliquippa, Pa. ................................................. $25
 In memory of Tony Bole

Mary Ann Squashic (665), Branchville, N.J. ... $20
 In memory of her parents, Tony & Mary Pezdirc

81st SNPJ National Bowling Tournament Results
Tournament rolled May 6-7, 2017, hosted by Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138 at the SNPJ Recreation Center

Name Lodge Score Prize Name Lodge Score PrizeMen’s Doubles Event
Team Lodge Score Prize
*S. Morgan/B. Paluda 138 1,368 $150
**N. Bucar/J. Kopsco 142/576 1,449 $150
J. Kuisis/K. Vogrig 6/138 1,399 $84
L. Teyssier/M. Blake 6 1,394 $52
Je. Watson/Jo. Watson 34 1,390 $48
J. Wagner/D. O’Neil 138 1,374 $46
S. Anderson/C. Flockhart 677/564 1,359 $44
B. Wasky/B. Kessler 6 1,356 $40

Men’s Singles Event
Name Lodge Score Prize
*M. Paris 138 734 $80
**S. Anderson 677 755 $80
G. Volpe 158 748 $65
B. Kessler 6 728 $45
L. Teyssier 6 721 $38
B. Russ 158 716 $35
B. Paluda 138 705 $33

B. Lawrence 138 698 $32
J. McNurlen 138 690 $30
D. Fetcko 138 685 $29
B. Wasky 6 674 $28
D. Sankovich 770 673 $27
K. Pliska 138 670 $26
D. Brand 6 669 $24
N. Bucar 142 662 $22
J. Young 576 661 $20

Men’s Team Event
Team Lodge Score Prize
*Reloaded 138 2,628 $144
**Lawrence Crew 138 2,842 $144
Two Pitchers 142/576 2,693 $100
Martay’s Partay 6 2,665 $84
Gutter Rats 138 2,656 $72
Wolverine Bombers 564/626/677 2,629 $68

Men’s All Events
Name Lodge Score Prize
*B. Lawrence 138 2,032 $52
**S. Anderson 677 2,173 $52
B. Kessler 6 2,124 $43
M. Paris 138 2,120 $28
L. Teyssier 6 2,106 $23
J. McNurlen 138 2,103 $22

Women’s Doubles Event
Team Lodge Score Prize
*T. Anderson/C. Roberts 677 1,072 $80
**K. Teyssier/B. Bozicevich 6 1,343 $80
L. Strickland/J. Hudson 626/6 1,298 $50
M. Wasky/P. Smith 6 1,270 $44

Women’s Singles Event
Name Lodge Score Prize
*M. Graff 138 585 $60
**K. Teyssier 6 674 $60
P. Smith 6 672 $36

M. Wasky 6 671 $27
T. Halaburda 158 660 $25
M. Wagner 138 655 $24
J. Braun 6 652 $22

Women’s Team Event
Team Lodge Score Prize
*Shut Up and Suck It 138/643 2,031 $104
**Irish Creams 158 2,657 $104
Superstars 6 2,624 $88
Bi-Polar Rollers 6/715 2,565 $64

Women’s All Events
Name Lodge Score Prize
*M. Graff 138 1,672 $38
**P. Smith 6 2,039 $38
B. Bozicevich 6 2,037 $19

*Indicates Actual Champion
**Indicates Handicap Champion

50-Year Members
June 2017
 Lodge Member
 A01 Darlene A. Theil
 A01 Jimmy J. Boni
 2 Patricia Maloney Abbene
 2 Eugene C. Linder
 5 Duane A. Elersich
 5 Mary J. Riddlebaugh
 5 Loreen M. Brezec
 6 Carol A. Socha
 6 Sharon E. Shannon
 6 Kathleen A. Yeuroukis
 53 Kim G. Muslusky
 53 Margaret Pograis Bennish
 53 Janice Sosic St. John
 106 Edward J. Bozick
 138 Franklin L. Chappel
 138 Frances M. Cunningham
 138 Dennis G. Kopcha
 207 Robert C. Pyfer
 218 Daniel L. Arbaney
 225 Deborah O. Closej

Lodge Member
 254 Joseph K. Keytack
 257 Ernest F. Jablonski
 274 Frances M. Myers
 459 Timothy F. Thomas
 559 LaVerne A. Sass
 562 Linda L. Fenton
 581 Ann M. Vesek
 581 Jerry L. Bizzak
 584 John J. Jamnik
 626 Kay L. Estes
 689 John A. Skerl
 715 Patricia A. Kaus
 770 Donald J. Rispoli
 770 Kayleen Rispoli
 771 Dianne Andrevich Ross
 771 John Kliem
 771 Mary L. Kish
 781 Alfred W. Zitnik
 781 Terezija J. Zitnik

60-Year Members
June 2017
 Lodge Member
 6 Maccalleen C. Desmet
 41 Gloria M. Liprando
 89 Donald R. Urbanic
 138 Joyce Iannarelli
 190 Dorothy L. Dzmura
 218 Carol S. Bryant
 518 Herman T. Rugel
 559 Carolyn Okorn

Lodge Members
 584 Anthony T. Hodnik
 721 Frances D. Ehalt
 723 Loretta Keith
 723 Robert W. Allen
 723 Alberta F. Kallal
 729 Daniel T. Palicka
 749 Edward R. Ukmar

 Lodge Member
 A02 Bernice Pichler
 5 Pauline J. Englehart
 6 Marcella A. D’Agaro
 87 Mary J. Stravasnik
 106 John E. Toucher
 218 Louis Popish
 218 Edward W. Verzuh
 564 Stanley Lovsin

70-Year Members
June 2017

Lodge Member
 584 Michael Ruppe Jr.
 584 Margaret R. Loncar
 584 Adeline C. Haberlein
 603 Pauline A. Jontes
 677 Mary Ann Bassett
 729 Frank Tegel
 749 Grace A. Logar

Lodge 581 welcomes special guest all the
way from Ljubljana

by JERRY TROHA
Lodge 581 Secretary

ST. MARYS, Pa. — SNPJ 
Lodge 581 President Marcia 
Klancer Bleggi opened the 
quarterly meeting on April 30 
at Wildwoods Bar and Grill 
in St. Marys in conjunction 
with the weekly North Central 
Pennsylvania (NCP) Slovenian 
Polka Boosters dance. There 
was discussion pertaining to 
the SNPJ parade float for the 
175th anniversary of St. Marys 
on Sept. 16. We are asking for 
ideas and volunteers.

A suggestion was made to 
create a Facebook page for our 
Lodge in order to communi-
cate more effectively among 
members.

Bill and Judy Grolemund 
presented the original charter 
of the former Lodge 391 to 
Lodge 581; Lodge 391 merged 
with Lodge 581 in 2011. The 
charter will be archived with 
other Lodge 581 memorabilia.

President Marcia Klancer 
Bleggi introduced Scott and 
Marlene Pierce (Pirc) from 
Ridgway, Pa. They, in turn, 
introduced their guest, Martina 
Horvat of Ljubljana, Slovenia. 

Welcoming Slovenian visitor Martina Horvat [seated] to their 
April 30 meeting were Lodge 581 officers Secretary/Treasurer
JERRY TRoHA, Vice President PAT MOORE, Auditor JANINE 
LAUGHNER and President MARCIA KLANCER BLEGGI.

Scott explained how they met 
Martina during a tour and 
conference sponsored by the 
Slovenian Genealogy Society 
International in 2013 at Bled, 
Slovenia. They continued to 
correspond with Martina ever 
since their meeting in 2013.

Recently, Martina traveled 
to the U.S. to connect with 
relatives in Michigan and Ohio, 
and graciously accepted an in-
vitation to visit with Scott and 
Marlene. Martina explained in 
detail how she met and assisted 
the Pierces in trying to locate 
relatives while in Slovenia. 
During the conference, she 
indicated to Scott that she had 
done some research and had 
some leads to follow. She also 
had a car, a few days off and 
a willingness to drive them 
around Slovenia. They visited 
a dozen cemeteries and two 
homes with the surname Pirc. 
The hospitality was wonderful, 
but Scott was unable to make 
any proven connection with 
them. Martina did not give up 
even after the Pierces returned 
to the U.S.

To make a long story short, 
Martina arrived at the Pierces 

with the baptismal certificate 
for Scott’s great-grandfather. 
Martina’s intuition had been 
spot on. While in Slovenia, 
Scott met and shared time with 
a member of his family, Boris 
Pirc, without knowing that 
Boris was tied into his family 
tree about three generations 
back. Scott’s great-grandfather 
and Boris’ great-grandfather 
were brothers.

Lodge 581 members appre-
ciated Martina’s presentation. 
Secretary Jerry Troha present-
ed her with a gift from Straub 
Brewery located in St. Marys. 
After the meeting we had time 

to socialize and enjoy the music 
of the Frank Moravcik Band 
from Cleveland.

Upcoming Lodge 581 meet-
ings are July 30 at Wildwood 
Bar and Grill, and Nov. 12 at 
the St. Marys Moose. The Slo-
venian Polka Boosters dance 
will follow these meetings.

For a schedule of weekly 
dances sponsored by the NCP 
Slovenian Polka Boosters, call 
Pat Moore at (814) 837-9218 
or e-mail moorski@verizon.
net for more information. For 
Lodge 581 inquires, contact 
Jerry Troha at (814) 781-6978 
or jerometroha@gmail.com.

The SNPJ Farm
2017 Dance Schedule

June 4 SNPJ Farm Board Picnic  3 to 7
  Frank Moravcik Orchestra
June 11 Utopians Lodge 604 Picnic  3 to 7
  Ron Likovic & Friends
  ($2 off admission with food bank donation)
June 25 Fairport Lodge 355 Picnic  3 to 7
  Bob Kravos Band
  (2017 Beaverdale Reunion)

July 2 Cleveland Federation Picnic:
  “Polka Stars of Tomorrow”  3 to 7
  Anthony Culkar & Aaron Dussing
July 4 Val Pawlowski’s Fourth of July Dance 1 to 7
  Del Sinchak & Frank Stanger bands
July 16 V Boj Lodge 53 Picnic  3 to 7
  Jeff Pecon Orchestra
July 23 Spartans Lodge 576 Picnic  3 to 7
  Joey Tomsick & Patty C and The Guys
  (National Vanilla Ice Cream Day)
July 30 Loyalites Lodge 158 Picnic  3 to 7
  Eddie Rodick Orchestra
  (Cleveland Indians theme)

Dancers enjoy the finest in Cleveland-style polkas and 
waltzes at the SNPJ Farm. The Farm features the best-
known names in polka music, plus down-home dining. 
Gates open at 1 p.m. Dinners served Sundays starting at 
2 p.m. with music and dancing from 3 to 7 p.m. Sunday 
picnic admission is $8 per person. Rent the SNPJ Farm 
for your special functions! For additional information 
phone (440) 256-3423 or (440) 461-6476.

SNPJ Farm, 10946 Heath Road, Kirtland, Ohio
off Chardon Road (Route 6), three miles east of Route 306
For information phone (440) 256-3423 or (440) 461-6476


