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Home Office closed for 
Memorial Day holiday
IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office will be closed Monday, May 31, 
in observance of Memorial Day. Normal 
office hours, 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., will re-
sume Tuesday, June 1. We wish all SNPJ 
members and friends a safe, healthy and 
happy Memorial Day.

The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are June 1 and July 1. All material must 
be received by noon on Monday, May 
10, for the June 1 issue, and by Monday, 
June 14, for the July 1 issue. If you’re 
concerned about making the deadline, 
send an e-mail to prosveta@snpj.com 
or submit your material via the publi-
cations area of our website, snpj.org.
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FONTANA, Calif. — In preparation for 
the eventual sale of the Fontana Slovene 
Hall, Lodge 723 is holding an “Heirloom 
Sale” on Saturday, May 15, from 10 a.m. 
until 4 p.m. All California SNPJ Lodge 
members are invited to purchase any 
number of hall items. See the full article 
on page 8 for more information.

Heirloom Sale date prior
to Fontana Hall closing

• Saylor Chole Small
Born Nov. 24, 2020

Helper, Utah, Lodge 689
Lodge 689 in Helper welcomes its newest 
member, Saylor Chole Small. Saylor is the 
daughter of Ahlea and Brock (689) Small, 
granddaughter of Debra J. Small (689), and 
great-granddaughter of the late Louise S. 
Dimick (689). Saylor joins her older siblings, 
Stella and Bridger Small, as a Lodge 689 
member. We welcome Saylor to the SNPJ 
and extend best wishes to her entire family.

Bro. STANLEY J. REPOS Jr. (106)
• 1944–2021 •

SEE BRO. STAN REPOS
ON PAGE 4

With regret, the SNPJ Recreation 
Center announces the cancellation of 
Slovenefest this year due to ongoing 
public health concerns resulting from the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Slovenefest was 
scheduled to take place July 9-11, 2021, 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center.

While the number of Americans receiv-
ing vaccinations is encouraging, ongoing 
public health guidance makes it impos-

sible to produce the event our members 
and friends have come to know and love. 
We must continue to put the health and 
safety of our members, attendees, per-
formers, volunteers and staff first.

Given the logistics and work involved 
in producing the festival, we had to make 
a decision sooner rather than later.

JOSEPH C. EVANISH, Chairman
SNPJ Recreation Center

COVID-19 forces cancellation 
of Slovenefest in July 2021

The Society mourns the loss of 
Audit Committee Chairman Bro. 
Stanley J. Repos

CLEVELAND — Are you a member of 
SNPJ Lodge 5 or the former Lodge 566? 
Share your e-mail address for important 
messages from Lodge 5. You won’t want to 
miss any information and news as Lodge 5 
switches to e-mail contacts with members. 
Call (216) 481-1379 with your e-mail ad-
dress or drop a line to Lodge Secretary 
Karen Tomsic, 25571 Glenbrook Blvd., 
Euclid, OH 44117.

JOE VALENCIC
Lodge 5 Vice President

Share an e-mail address
to connect with Lodge 5

SNPJ National Board 
Audit Committee Position
This announcement serves as an official call for 
candidates for a position on the SNPJ National 
Board Audit Committee to fill a vacancy on this 
three-member committee for the remainder of 
the term, which extends through the end of 2022.
An election will be conducted by the SNPJ 
National Board on Wednesday, June 9. Only 
candidates whose eligibility has been verified 
will be considered nominees. 
A candidate for the National Board should pos-
sess qualifications that reflect the complexity 
and magnitude of the business and affairs of 
the Society. These desired qualifications may 
include experience in the areas of accounting, 
financial, insurance, legal, business, manage-
ment and fraternal, among others.
The Audit Committee is responsible for the 
selection, compensation and oversight of the 
Society’s independent auditing firm, and the 
audit of the financial statements of the Society, 
SNPJ Recreation Center and any other proper-
ties acquired, as well as reports of the officers. 
The Society’s independent auditing firm reports 
directly to the Audit Committee. The Audit 
Committee will perform such additional duties 
as may be assigned to it by the National Board.
A candidate for the National Board, excluding Ex-
ecutive Committee, must have been a member 
of the Society for at least three (3) continuous 
years prior to June 9, 2021, and have attended 
at least two of the regular Lodge meetings held 
in the last twelve (12) months, and must have 
signed his or her name in the Lodge attendance 
book or have otherwise been recorded by the 
Lodge as being in attendance.
A member cannot qualify as a candidate for the 
National Board for any of the following reasons: 
(1) while he is suspended or expelled; (2) if he 
has been found guilty of defrauding funds of the 
Society; (3) if he is on the board or is local Lodge 
secretary of another fraternal organization; (4) 
if he is an appointed agent of any life insurance 
company other than the Society; and (5) if he 
is an employee of the Society or has served in 
such capacity in the prior five years.

Resumes for this position should be 
forwarded by May 31, 2021, to:

Slovene National Benefit Society
Joseph C. Evanish, National President/CEO

247 West Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA 15126

e-mail: pcushman@snpj.com

candidatescall for

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Important steps have been 
taken to improve the overall financial strength 
and stability of the SNPJ. This was accomplished 
through reinsuring a portion of our annuity 
business. By doing so, SNPJ has been able to 
increase surplus, improve net income, increase 
the book yield and quality of the portfolio, and 
improve risk-based capital (RBC). This action 
also improved our overall risk profile by reduc-
ing our long-term interest guarantee risk.

Reinsurance is best known as insurance 
for insurance companies, and has been the 
foundation of life insurance risk-management 
practices. It helps protect the Society finan-
cially against unexpected losses by sharing the 

risk with another, larger company. Virtually 
all insurers, including SNPJ, utilize some level 
of reinsurance as a common risk-management 
practice.

SNPJ entered into an annuity reinsurance 
treaty encompassing approximately $98 mil-
lion of reserves on annuities with guarantee 
interest rates of four percent and three percent. 
The Society’s annuity reinsurance agreement, 
effective Dec. 1, 2020, is with the accredited 
reinsurer Heritage Life Insurance Company 
domiciled in Arizona with total adjusted 
capital of approximately $900 million and $6 
billion in assets. 

Under this agreement the reserves are trans-
ferred to the reinsurer, which resulted in a reduc-
tion of the Society’s assets by approximately 

$91 million. The favorable financial impact 
is that the SNPJ surplus increased by about 
60 percent because of realized gains from the 
liquidated investments to fund this transaction.

Annuity reinsurance adds another layer of 
protection for these older SNPJ annuities. This 
has virtually no effect on our annuity certificate 
holder members. Annuity holder membership in 
SNPJ remains unchanged. SNPJ staff continues 
to administer the annuities, and annuity pay-
ments continue to be paid by SNPJ. The terms 
on these annuity contracts do not change.

At the end of the day, SNPJ is stronger finan-
cially and continues to care for our members. 
This important strategic decision has certainly 
contributed to a stronger, financially sustainable 
future for SNPJ and our members.

Strengthening the Society’s financial position

Register now to participate in 
the 2021 Young Adult Conference

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office has been notified of the Dec. 11, 
2020, passing of Sis. Matilda Stratton, 
president of Lodge 476 in Salem, Ohio.

On behalf of the entire Society, the 
members of the Executive Committee and 
Home Office staff extend their sympathies 
to Sis. Stratton’s family and friends on 
their loss.

Society sympathies
for Lodge 476 president

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — SNPJ mourns the March 
13, 2021, passing of SNPJ National Board Au-
dit Committee Chairman and SNPJ Imperial 
Lodge 106 Club Manager Bro. Stanley J. “Stan” 
Repos Jr., 76, after a second battle with mantle 
cell lymphoma.

Bro. Repos was born April 12, 1944, in 
Latrobe, Pa., the son of Stanley Sr. and Irene 
Hollick Repos. He grew up in Slickville, Pa., 
where he met his wife, Patricia Resnick Repos. 
He graduated from the Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity with an associate degree in engineering 
and went on to work his entire career for Dravo/
Metso as an estimator.

His love for his Slovenian heritage led him to 
learn the button box accordion and eventually 
form a band with the late Jack Pavlovich, the 
Pavlovic and Repos Orchestra, in the 1970s. 
Not only did they perform at many Saturday 
night SNPJ dances and weddings over the next 
15 years, they also recorded the album “Polkas 
and Waltzes Our Way with the Pavlovic and 
Repos Orchestra.”

Stan was a lifelong member of SNPJ Lodge 
106. An active member who served in many 
capacities over the years, he led or helped or-
ganize many of the Lodge activities and events. 
He was also a fraternal insurance producer who 

enrolled many new members to the Lodge.
Bro. Repos represented SNPJ Lodge 106 as 

a delegate to eight National SNPJ Conventions. 
In 2006 he served as chairman of the Conven-
tion Credentials Committee. During the 2006 
SNPJ Convention, he was elected to the SNPJ 
National Board Audit Committee and has been 
reelected at each subsequent Convention. Since 

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — This year’s SNPJ Young 
Adult Conference (YAC) is tentatively scheduled 
July 23-25 at the SNPJ Recreation Center. Please 
note that this is a change from the previously 
announced dates of Aug. 6-8. Due to pandemic 
safety concerns, the National Board will decide 
by mid-June whether or not it will be held in 
person or limited to a shortened Zoom-type 
meeting.

It was necessary to schedule the Lodge 
delegate elections and registration logistics in 
order to host some type of meeting/conference 
whether it be in person or remote.

This conference is a weekend-long program 

designed for 18- to 30-year-old SNPJ members 
to learn about membership benefits, and to voice 
their ideas, opinions and concerns regarding the 
Society. It is also an opportunity to participate 
in a volunteer project during the weekend.

YAC delegates are elected by their Lodges; 
those interested in attending the conference 
should contact their Lodge secretary. The Soci-
ety will pay for delegate transportation, lodging 
and meals throughout the weekend. The 2021 
conference will include a community service 
project, and a brief meeting is also scheduled. 
The chairman for this year’s conference is 
Robbie Rockwell (138).

SEE YOUNG ADULT CONFERENCE
ON PAGE 7
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Lodge/Organization

Type of Event 
 
 

Site 
 
 

If a concert or dance, who is
performing? 
 
 

Date 

Time 

Who to contact 
 
 

Phone (        )

Complete and return to: 
PROSVETA

247 W. Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA  15126-9774

e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

• MAY 22 .... Music & Craft Festival at the SNPJ 
Farm, Kirtland, Ohio. 15 polka bands 
performing from noon-10 p.m., craft 
show hours 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Tickets $10 
in advance, $15 at the gate. For more 
information contact Don Srnick at (440) 
283-9373 or e-mail srnicks@msn.com.

• MAY 29 .... CAL Don Gorjup Golf Open at Rolling 
Green Golf Club, Huntsburg, Ohio. Shot-
gun start at 9 a.m. The entry deadline 
is May 23. For additional information 
contact Tournament Secretary Rick 
Gorjup at (440) 354-5001.

• JULY 23-25 .....SNPJ Young Adult Conference at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of 
SNPJ, Pa. For registration and additional 
event details contact the SNPJ Home 
Office by phoning 1-800-843-7675 or  
e-mailing snpj@snpj.com.

• AUG. 1-7 ....... Family Week at the SNPJ Recre-
ation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. For 
details phone the Recreation Center 
toll-free at 1-877-767-5732. Registration 
forms available online at snpj.org. The 
registration deadline is July 1.

• SEPT. 19 ...... SNPJ Lodge 643 Fall Dance at 
Rolling Mills Lounge (formerly Kuz-
man’s), 1025 S. State St. in Girard, 
Ohio; $10 donation. Music by the Frank 
Stanger Band from 3 to 7 p.m. For more 
information contact Ray Kovac at (330) 
824-2154.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

Seventh annual cleanup results 
in a sparkling Yukon community

by JOANN KRANCE
Lodge 729 Secretary/Treasurer

YUKON, Pa. — The streets and outskirts of 
Yukon are free of trash and litter again!

SNPJ Silverstars Lodge 729 of Yukon re-
cently sponsored the seventh annual Yukon 
Spring Cleanup, which was registered with “Pick 
Up Pennsylvania.” It was a tremendous success! 

The community was well represented. We 
welcomed volunteers from the Yukon Fire 
Department and the Yukon Lions Club, as well 
as our Lodge members, young and old. Other 
young volunteers included the Yukon Miners 
Baseball Club.

Lions Club member Charles Baker gave an 
invocation before the volunteers got started; MAX 
Environmental took charge of disposing the old 
tires and electronics that were collected; and 
our Lodge provided a “brown bag lunch” which 
consisted of a sandwich, chips and cookies, along 
with a bottle of water, for all of the volunteers.

As stated, it was a successful community event. 
Everyone went home with a very good feeling 
of accomplishment. Lodge 729 takes pride in 
sponsoring this cleanup year after year.

Lodge 729 members would also like to thank 
the husband and wife team of Frank and Barb 
Liptak for chairing the event this year. Great job!

As part of the Pick Up Pennsylvania project, SNPJ Silverstars Lodge 729 organized the seventh 
annual cleanup in Yukon, Pa., in March, enlisting the assistance of several groups of volunteers 
from the nearby communities.

by MICHELLE HRIBAR-HERNANDEZ
Lodge 1 President

CHICAGO — During the SNPJ Slavija Lodge 
1 Zoom meeting held on March 7, members 
nominated John Potter to attend the SNPJ Young 
Adult Conference.  The alternates are Caitlyn 
Potter and Michael Potter.

Our next meeting will be held Sunday, June 
6, beginning at noon Central via Zoom. 

Join the Zoom meeting by visit ing 
https://zoom.us/j/ 2637569283. The Meet-
ing ID is: 263 756 9283. One-tap mobile 
+13126266799,, 2637 569283# US (Chicago) or 
+19 292056099,,26375692 83# US (New York).

We remember and are saddened that Bro. 
Conrad Novak, an SNPJ Slavija Lodge 1 legend, 
passed away on Jan. 20, 2021. Bro. Novak emi-
grated Slovenia as a young man and established 
roots in Chicago with his wife, Magdelena, who 
preceded him in death. In recent years he served 
as Lodge president (2014-2016). 

Bro. Novak was quite talented, singing in both 
the Prešeren group and Barbershop Quartet with 
fellow SNPJ members. He was generous with 
his time as well as with his culinary talents, 
including his famous rum balls that he shared 
with members during our Christmas meetings, 
along with homemade chokecherry wine.  

We miss Bro. Novak tremendously and know 
he is once again gracefully dancing with his wife. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with Bro. Novak’s 
family and friends.

Have a wonderful spring, and we’ll see you 
in June! 

Slavija Lodge 1 
slates a Zoom 
meeting in June

by GERRI TREBETS
Lodge 604 Recording Secretary

CLEVELAND — It’s been quite 
a rough year for everyone, so let’s 
hope that some type of normalcy will 
prevail in the upcoming year. COVID 
caused so much stress, uncertainty 
and loss of lives, especially in 2020. 

Utopians Lodge 604 would like to 
express deepest and sincerest sympa-
thies to the families and friends of 
those members who have gone on to 
eternal rest: Kevin Richards, Chris 
Chermely, Gina Volpe, Dan Volpe 
and Marion Slejko. They all added 
so much to the Slovenian community 
and will be sorely missed.

It appears as though the SNPJ 
Farm, after struggling last year, is 
looking toward a bright and busy 2021 
season. I sure missed seeing all those 
happy faces coming out to enjoy the 
good food and great tunes of our fine 
musicians. Hopefully with the virus 
vaccines available, we will feel safer 
about getting together.  

Back in November, Lodge 604 
members voted to hold a drawing in 
order to assist with general expenses 
at the SNPJ Farm. We want to extend a 

Utopians Lodge 604 looking forward to SNPJ Farm picnics

Utopians Lodge 604 members [front row, from left] KATHLEEN 
TREBETS, CHARLOTTE PERDAN, GERRI TREBETS, [back row] 
PAM DIRK, BILL DIRK, RUDY PERDAN and ALLY PERDAN are 
looking forward to the start of the picnic season at the SNPJ Farm in 
Kirtland, Ohio.

big thank you to member Ally Perdan 
who suggested and graciously (and 
with such expertise!) set up a RallyUp 
page and posted on Facebook to seek 
donations.  

What a huge success, and what 
great response we received! Four 
prizes were awarded, and the remain-
ing profit went directly to the Farm. 
Congratulations to the drawing win-
ners: Andy Gustie, Gary Smrdel, Ian 
Lewis and Katie O’Boyle. A great big 
thank you to everyone who contrib-
uted to this worthwhile cause – we 
couldn’t have done it without you!

I can’t forget to mention Ally’s 
sister, Mary Dirk (604), for an-
nouncing the winners on Facebook. 
This young lady did a fabulous job, 
I might add.

This year’s Utopians Lodge picnic 
is scheduled Sunday, Aug. 15, featur-
ing Ron Likovic & Friends perform-
ing an afternoon of melodious and 
toe-tapping music. We’re still in the 
planning stages as to theme and food.

Our next Lodge meeting will be 
held Wednesday, May 5, at the Farm, 
and we will be having a flower-
planting party and enjoying tacos and 

margaritas for Cinco de Mayo. 
I need to get back into writing 

mode as it’s been quite a while since 
this scribe has submitted any articles. 
There are more to come!

To all officers and staff at the Home 
Office, and to all those in SNPJland, 
please stay safe and healthy. We sure 
hope to see many of you at our beauti-
ful SNPJ Farm this year!

by DON SRNICK (158)
SNPJ Farm Board Vice President

KIRTLAND, Ohio — Fraternal greet-
ings, Brothers and Sisters of SNPJ. Please 
join us at the SNPJ Farm, 10946 Heath 
Road in Kirtland, for our first annual 
Music & Craft Festival on Saturday, 
May 22. The festival is sponsored by 
Monreal Srnick Funeral Home. 

The gates will open at 11 a.m., and 
the craft show will run from 11 a.m. 
until 5 p.m. The music will start at noon 
and continue until 10 p.m. We have ap-
proximately 15 bands scheduled (see the 
ad/flyer on page 7 for the list of bands), 
along with around 30 vendors.  

Ticket price is $10 in advance, $15 
at the gate. Guests age 10 and under are 
admitted free of charge. 

The SNPJ Farm is a family-oriented 
picnic grounds offering a large play-
ground for kids, three balina courts 
and more. Frank Azman will be selling 
his award-winning Slovenian sausages. 
There will also be a food truck, and our 
kitchen will be selling sandwiches.

Overnight lodging is available at 
Red Roof Inn, 4166 State Route 306, 
Willoughby, OH 44094; phone (440) 
946-9872. To receive a special dis-
counted rate, you will need to inform 
them that you are attending the SNPJ 
music festival. The Red Roof Inn is 
seven miles, roughly 13 minutes, from 
the SNPJ Farm.

For advance ticket purchases, contact 
SNPJ Farm Vice President Don Srnick 
at (440) 283-9373.

Music & Craft Festival opens the SNPJ Farm season

The SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, Ohio, will host the first annual Music & 
Craft Festival, the opening event of the 2021 summer picnic season, 
on Saturday, May 22.
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DAVID C. ELY, CPIA 
SNPJ Sales Director

This new, keepsake Slovenian 
cookbook, published in English, is 
available for purchase through the 
SNPJ Slovenian Heritage Center

$3000 each
plus $5 shipping/handling

Name __________________________________________
Address ________________________________________
City/State/Zip ____________________________________
Email __________________________________________
Phone ____________________  Number of copies _____

Return completed order form with full payment to:
SNPJ Heritage Center • 270 Martin Road • Enon Valley, PA  16120

slovenia

Make check or money order payable to SNPJ Heritage Center

SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
Your loyalty with SNPJ is now being rewarded! 

Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
and open your new SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

* No fees attached to either Loyalty Annuity
* Rates not guaranteed after the first year

* 2.0% guaranteed minimum
* IRAs/Roth IRA /non-qualified eligible

Loyalty 8 Annuity
8-year surrender period

3.25% first-year guarantee rate
for new money

2.75% in years two through eight
2.50% in year nine and after

3.75% first-year guarantee rate 
for conversions of existing 

SNPJ annuities

Loyalty 5 Annuity
5-year surrender period

2.75% first-year guarantee rate
for new money

2.50% in year two and after
3.25% first-year guarantee rate 

for conversions of existing 
SNPJ annuities

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

You may be wondering if life insurance should be 
viewed as an investment in today’s market. Whether 
or not you view insurance as an “asset class,” perma-

nent life insurance IS an asset, and it can help individuals 
achieve their long-term financial goals. 

Life insurance is a pooled-risk vehicle with a predictably 
stable death benefit. Life insurance is also income-tax 
advantaged. Policyholders do not pay current income tax 
as a policy grows in value, and death benefits are typically 
income tax-free to heirs.

Term life insurance can make sense for people who do 
not have a permanent life insurance need. This could be 
the case for parents who wish to provide for their children 
should they die prematurely. Term life insurance policies 
typically do not have a cash value that can be borrowed 
against or that can be monetized by surrendering the 
policy, and most people who buy term life insurance buy 
it with the expectation that they will likely survive the term. 

Whole life insurance, on the other hand, has cash value 
that can be accessed through a loan or through early sur-
render of the policy. Whole life is designed to stay in place 
throughout the life of the insured and to deliver a death 
benefit for the policy’s beneficiaries. While the primary 
motivation for the contract is usually the death benefit, 
the policy has value throughout and therefore is an asset.

In addition, for policyholders who have more than enough 
wealth to take care of themselves, the anticipated death 
benefit from a whole life policy might enable them to invest 
more aggressively and in less liquid assets.

Depending on how the policy is structured, permanent 
life insurance can build up a significant cash value that 
can be accessed during the insured’s life through a loan 
or by surrendering the policy. While there are many rea-
sons to be cautious about taking a loan against a policy 
(most notably that an outsized loan could jeopardize the 
policy’s ability to pay a death benefit in some situations), 
the existence of an available cash value on a paid-up, 
permanent life insurance policy may allow people to feel 
more comfortable living with the ups and downs of stocks 
or other less consistent assets in their investment portfolio.

Remember, when you buy a whole life policy, you are 
purchasing both life insurance and a tax-free savings ve-
hicle. Each year, a growing part of your premium goes into 
the savings vehicle. The cash balance in it grows tax-free.  
You can use the cash value by taking loans out against it. 
These loans are tax-free and don’t have to be repaid, but 
they will reduce the death benefit your heirs will receive.

Finally, there is no “one-size-fits-all” 
type of life insurance! Consider building 
an insurance portfolio using both whole 
life and term insurance.

Contact the SNPJ Home Office today 
at 1-800-843-7675 for a free life insur-
ance analysis.

Spring Clean
Your Assets!

Beekeeping nominated
for UNESCO cultural list
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Slovenia has 
prepared a nomination to include bee-
keeping on the UNESCO Intangible 
Cultural Heritage list. The nomination is 
a reflection of the country’s beekeeping 
tradition which is rooted in the ecologi-
cal, sustainable and social aspects of 
beekeeping, the government announced 
in late March.

The nomination proposal, titled “Bee-
keeping in Slovenia, A Way of Life,” 
highlights Slovenians’ beekeeping skills 
and practices that have been handed 
down from generation to generation. 
Beekeeping plays an important social 
and cultural role in Slovenian commu-
nities, “which plants it in the realm of 
the Convention for the Safe guarding of 
the Intangible Cultural Heritage.” The 
proposal also stresses the importance 
of beekeeping in the pursuit of sustain-
able development goals and other areas, 
such as education, agriculture, business 
and tourism.

The nomination is based on intangible 
heritage elements that were included on 
Slovenia’s Intangible Cultural Heritage 
list compiled between 2018 and 2020, 
which includes beekeeping, painted bee-
hive panels, mobile bee keeping, breeding 
Carniolan queen bees, and apitherapy.

The process of nominating beekeep-
ing for national intangible cultural status 
was launched in 2015 and gained momen-
tum through efforts to raise awareness 
about the literary, folklore, fine art and 
architectural heritage of beekeeping. 
With the guidance and support of the 
Slovenian Beekeeping Association, the 
project was then transformed into a 
formal proposal for UNESCO Intangible 
Cultural Heritage status which is also 
supported by the Culture Ministry, the 
Slovenian Ethnographic Museum and the 
Radovljica Beekeeping Museum.

The government approved the 
nomination on March 24, appointed the 
Culture Ministry to take charge of the 
procedure, and authorized Slovenia’s 
Permanent Representative to UNESCO 
to sign the nomination. The nomi nation 
is thus complete.

There are nearly 11,000 beekeepers 
in Slovenia who care for some 200,000 
bee families. They breed exclu sively the 
native Carniolan honey bee, a subspecies 
of the western honey bee. For most of 
them, beekeeping is a hobby, though 
some have also made it their profession.

Beekeeping is also a key segment of 
Slovenia’s foreign promotional activity. 
At the request of Slovenia, World Bee Day 
was declared by the UN in late 2017 and 
has been observed on May 20 ever since.

To date, Slovenia has successfully 
added four examples of its cultural 
heritage to the UNESCO Intangible 
Cul tural Heritage list: the Škofja Loka 
Passion Play, the Kurentovanje custom, 
bobbin lace making, and the art of dry 
stone walling.

Slovenia supports EU
Digital Green Certificate
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Slovenia sup-
ports efforts to implement the Digital 
Green Certificate system for cross-bor-
der travel, Economy Minister Zdravko 
Počivalšek said in late March as he took 
part in an informal vir tual debate at 
the invitation of Austrian Minister for 
Sustainability and Tourism Elisabeth 
Kostinger. The debate was attended by 
representatives of 12 EU member states 
which support the launch of the system.

On March 17, the European Commis-
sion unveiled the potential legal basis 
for this temporary measure which will 
allow safer and free movement within 
the EU. The system would cover three 
different types of COVID-19 certificates: 
a vaccination certificate, a negative PCR 
test result, or a certificate of COVID-19 
recovery.

Austria hosted the March debate of 
EU ministers in charge of tourism to 
accelerate the decision-making process 
and efforts to adopt the legal basis for 
the system’s implementation, the Slo-
venian Economy Ministry wrote in a 
press release.

Slovenia supports this joint approach 
by the EU to launch the system, as well 
as the EU Commission’s efforts to come 
up with relevant legislation and technical 
solutions, Počivalšek was quoted as say-
ing. Slovenia also approves of coopera-
tion with non-EU countries, especially 
candidates for EU membership, and 
cooperation on the international level 
to seek joint solutions that ensure safe 
global mobility and the restoration of 
international travel.

Given that Covid has had a major im-
pact on global mobility and economies, 

particularly tourism, Slovenia be lieves 
that the Digital Green Certificate would 
represent an important step toward the 
resumption of safe cross-border travel 
and contribute to the recovery of tour-
ism. Slovenia’s tourism relies heavily on 
foreign guests, so approving the system 
and its interoperability is key for the 
country. “Slovenia seeks to introduce 
the Digital Green Certificate even before 
the summer,” Počivalšek said.

Government pledges 
aid to wine producers
LJUBLJANA (STA) — In mid-March, 
the Slovenian government approved a 
program to financially assist wine pro-
ducers and grape growers who suffered 
loss of income due to the second wave of 
the Coronavi rus pandemic. An estimated 
EUR 3.7 million ($4.4 million) has been 
earmarked for the program.

Data provided by the Agency for 
Agricultural Markets shows that income 
from wine sales in the last quarter of 
2020 was down 30 percent compared to 
the same period in 2019. A similar trend 
affected grape growers. “This means that 
the condition to introduce financial aid 
established in the Coronavirus Relief 
legislation has been satisfied,” a spokes-
man from the Agriculture Ministry 
announced.

Some 2,250 wine producers and 
those who grow grapes on roughly 8,900 
hectares (22,000 acres) of vineyards are 
expected to be eligible for assistance.

Wine producers who produced at least 
4,000 liters (approx. 1,050 gallons) of 
wine in 2020 will be eligible to receive 
EUR 938 ($1,110) per hectare; the figure 
for grape producers was set at EUR 328 
($388).

Google now updating 
Slovenia’s street views
LJUBLJANA (STA) — In early April, 
Slovenia’s Information Commissioner 
announced that Google had begun an 
update to its Street View service for 
Slovenia. Slovenia was first included in 
the Street View ser vice in 2014.

Google is taking new photos in a 
number of Slovenian cities and towns, 
including, among others, Ljubljana, 
Maribor, Škofja Loka, Murska Sobota, 
Črnomelj, Postojna, Kočevje, Ptuj, Kranj, 
Novo Mesto, Celje, Koper, Nova Gorica, 
Brežice, Slovenj Gradec and Grosuplje.

As of April 2, the Information Com-
mission indicated that it had not received 
any further information, adding that 
more information about personal data 
protection was available on the Google 
website.

Google started capturing images of 
Slovenian streets with its fleet of camera-
equipped cars in the summer of 2013, and 
Street View was launched in Slovenia in 
January 2014. Since then, Google has 
been regularly updat ing its images.

Slovenia was the 55th country to 
be included in the Street View service, 
which offers 360-degree images of 
streets and tourist sites. To date, more 
than 80 countries are covered by the 
Google service.

Online stores thriving
during the pandemic era
LJUBLJANA (STA) — The boost in 
digitalization caused by the Coronavirus 
pandemic saw the de mand for online 
store development services nearly double 
in 2020, according to Primerjam.si, an 
online services search website. Since 
many companies were forced to close 
their brick-and-mortar stores, many of 
those that had not yet done so moved 
online.

In Slovenia, the demand for online 
retail service increased by 170 percent 
during the pandemic, according to Prim-
erjam.si, a site where more than 60,000 
people search for services annually. 
Interestingly, the demand for website 
creation increased by only three percent.

While online store developers were 
by far the “winners” throughout the 
pandemic, construction companies fol-
lowed in a distant second. Winners in the 
first wave undoubtedly included excava-
tion companies (70 percent increase in 
demand). Gains were also registered by 
residential contractors (up 34 percent) 

and landscapers (up 31 percent). The de-
mand for construction work was also up 
during the second wave of the pandemic.

But only a few businesses are getting 
through the pandemic unscathed. The 
demand was down for construction work 
such as bathroom renovations (down 
56 percent), floor renovations (down 
42 percent) and interior wall painting 
(down 30 percent). There was also a 
significant decline in occupa tional safety 
services, as well as services related to 
event organization. Surprisingly, the 
demand for cleaning services dropped 
nearly 50 percent during the first wave 
of the pandemic.

The two lockdowns imposed across 
Slovenia in 2020 had very different ef-
fects on the demand for services. While 
demand was nearly halved during the 
first wave, it remained virtually un-
changed during the second wave.

Slovenians develop an 
all-in-one POS terminal
LJUBLJANA (STA) — In March, Lab-
4Pay, a Slovenian financial technology 
startup, launched its Elly point-of-sale 
(POS) terminal that vendors can use 
for traditional payment methods, as 
well as for digital payments such as 
cryptocurrency.

The Elly POS accepts credit and debit 
cards, along with Apple Pay. Google Pay, 
several Slovenian electronic wallets and 
a number of cryptocurrencies, including 
Bitcoin, Ether and Litecoin. The com-
pany expects at least a thousand vendors 
to begin using the Elly terminals before 
the end of the year.

Danijel Lamperger, director of the 
Chamber of Trade Crafts and Small 
Business, said the new POS terminal 
was welcomed in particular by small 
businesses, many of which cannot accept 
credit cards yet, let alone crypto currency.

Divers retrieve waste 
from the Ljubljanica
LJUBLJANA (STA) — While thou-
sands of volunteers gathered across 
Slovenia on March 27 to rid their towns 
and villages of any litter spoiling the 
natural environment, a group of divers 
did the same in the Lju bljanica River in 
Ljubljana. The divers hauled up approxi-
mately a ton of garbage that ended up in 
the river over the course of the past year.

The waste retrieved from the Ljubljan-
ica included road signs, waste baskets, 
bicycles, and even a bag filled with car 
license plates, according to a press release 
from retailer Spar, a campaign sponsor.

The Ljubljanica River is cleaned every 
year on or around World Water Day, 
which is observed annually on March 
22. Organized by the city of Ljubljana 
and the Vivera diving club, the cleanup 
effort included several diving clubs and 
a number of volunteers, among them 
firefighters, rescue teams and anglers.

Slovenia co-hosts UEFA 
championship games
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Slovenia and 
Hungary are co-hosting the 2021 UEFA 
European Under-21 Championship, the 
largest soccer tournament ever played in 
Slovenia. The tournament opened March 
24 with the preliminary matches. Slove-
nia will also host one semifinal match, 
along with the championship match on 
June 6 in Ljubljana.

The championship for the best Eu-
ropean national youth teams is being 
played in two segments, the first held 
March 24-31 (the preliminary rounds), 
and the second from May 31-June 6 (the 
elimination and championship matches) 
– albeit without spectators due to Covid 
restrictions.

The tournament was organized by 
the Slovenian Football Association and 
the Hungarian Football Fed eration, in 
cooperation with the Union of European 
Football Associations (UEFA). A total 
of 12 matches were played in Slovenia 
during the preliminary rounds, held in 
Koper, Ljubljana, Celje and Maribor. 
Playing at home in Group B, the Slove-
nian team, which made its debut in this 
year’s tournament, was eliminated in the 
prelimi naries.

Slovenian Football Association 
president Radenko Mijatovic said he was 
pleased that Slovenia is co-hosting the 
tournament, which is the largest soccer 
event the country has ever organized.
The articles comprising this feature have 
been reprinted with permission from the 
Slovenian Press Agency (STA).
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PROSVETA Crossword
Mother’s Day (#0521) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. “Ali Baba and the 
 Forty ____,” sing.
6. Eureka!
9. Schools of thought
13. Sound of artillery
14. Car nut
15. Without illumination
16. Nosey one
17. Kind of trip?
18. Lasso loop
19. *Little Women’s mom
21. *Tracee Ellis Ross on TV
23. ____ o’ shanter
24. Quitter’s word
25. Like a fiddle?
28. Like Charles Dickens’ Tim
30. Quarantine state
35. *Egyptian goddess of fertility
37. Insane, in Spain
39. Mother or daughter, in Italy
40. *Biblical Rebecca’s son
41. Online reviews
43. Research facil.
44. Fisherman’s decoys
46. Daytime entertainment
47. Furniture wood
48. End of the road, pl.
50. Blatant promotion
52. Swedish shag rug
53. Yours and mine
55. Little squirt

57. *Mother’s mom
61. *She fought for Mother’s 
 Day, then against it
64. In advance
65. *Bambi’s mom
67. Fancy tie
69. Less than fernier
70. I have
71. “Lifestyles of the 
 Rich and Famous” host
72. Fairies
73. Galley equipment
74. Feed the fire

DOWN
1. Kitchen meas.
2. Stay out of its way!
3. Pelvic parts
4. Tennis great Chris ____
5. Particular arrangement
6. Away from wind
7. *Mother’s favorite gift?
8. Ancient marketplace
9. Part of a scheme
10. No neatnik
11. Sushi restaurant soup
12. One-pot meal
15. Like the States
20. *One of the Gilmore girls
22. Hill dweller

24. One-eyed giants
25. *She played Forrest 
 Gump’s mother
26. May edition, e.g.
27. *Worn atop the 
 Queen Mother
29. Denials
31. Nike’s “Just ____ ____”
32. Private
33. “Take it back!”
34. *Mother in Kraków
36. Lard cousin
38. October birthstone
42. Plural of sputum
45. Rundown
49. Bottom line
51. Kind of ungulate, pl.
54. Where you’ll find AM
56. Living room centerpiece?
57. Gamecock’s spur
58. *Greek goddess of fertility
59. Bald eagle’s nest
60. *Mums’ mums
61. Opposite of cheer
62. International Civil 
 Aviation Org.
63. Puppet precursor, possibly
66. *Female gametes
68. Café alternative

The solution to puzzle #0521 will 
run in the June 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media

Bro. STAN REPOS
FROM PAGE 1 

the beginning of 2019, Stan 
had served as chairman of 
the Audit Committee.

Stan served as the Impe-
rial Lodge 106 Club president 
for the past 37 years and was 
active in the club for several 
years prior to that time. He 
was part of the leadership 
team that brought the origi-
nal SNPJ Lodge 106 Club 
out of California Hollow to 
its newer home along West 
Allegheny Road, on the hill 
above its previous location, 

in 1988.
After several successful 

years for the club, Stan led 
the expansion effort to put 
a new Club Room addition 
onto the existing building in 
2008. This is a very attrac-
tive addition to the building 
which all enjoy.

He loved spending week-
ends at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center in Enon Valley, Pa., 
relaxing with friends and 
listening to polkas. One of 
his regrets was that he didn’t 
take the opportunity to travel 
to Slovenia.

Stan’s fraternal service 
and contributions on the 
SNPJ local, regional and 
national levels have been 
invaluable. He was part of 
many significant local and 
national decisions for the 
benefit of the Society over 
many years.

Bro. Repos is survived 
by his daughter Deane and 
husband Christopher Perry, 
his son Stanley “Stan” and 
wife LeAnn, his daughter 
Toni Rutledge, and his son 
Louis. He is also survived 
by his grandchildren, Jordan, 

Kendall, Ashley, Sarah, Kait-
lyn, Alyssa, Matthew and 
Nicholas “Nico;” his great-
grandchildren, Saoirse and 
Cian; and his sister, Lorraine 
Blough.

He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Patricia; and his 
mother and father, Stanley 
and Irene Repos.

A private memorial service 
will be held at a later date.

On behalf of the entire 
Society, we extend our sym-
pathies to Bro. Repos’ fam-
ily, relatives and friends on 
their loss.

SNPJ mourns the passing of National Board Audit 
Committee Chairman Bro. Stanley J. Repos Jr.

by KATHY PAULENICH (776) 
SNPJ Heritage Center Committee

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — The 
SNPJ Heritage Center Committee 
started last year with so much ex-
citement about the upcoming 2020 
season. We hosted such a successful 
Gostilna Chef Dinner in February that 
we felt sure we would have a busy year. 

But then, as the Coronavirus was 
picking up speed around the world, by 
the middle of March the pandemic was 

declared. Who would have believed 
that the whole world could be closed 
down and we would spend months 
in lockdown? 

All of our wonderful heritage 
events were canceled for the spring, 
summer and fall at the SNPJ Rec-
reation Center. We did open up the 
museum and gift shop every Saturday 
during the summer months, and we 
did greet some first-time visitors who 
enjoyed a few hours viewing the mu-

seum and shopping in our gift shop. 
And we followed the Covid protocols 
of masks and social distancing.

As this year rolled around and sev-
eral vaccines were approved, everyone 
breathed a sigh of relief, hopeful that 
we would return to a somewhat normal 
life. However, with the various states 
enacting their own restrictions, again 
our beloved events at the Recreation 
Center  have  either been canceled or 
put on hold for the time being.

But again, the SNPJ Heritage 
Center museum and gift shop will be 
open on Saturdays during the summer 
months of June, July and August from 
1 to 5 p.m. We will restock the shelves 
with a few of the more popular items. 
This is your opportunity to take a ride 
on a Saturday afternoon for something 
to do and pay us a visit.

Things will be different this com-
ing summer with the loss of some of 
our beloved SNPJ friends. My heart 

is still heavy over the loss of SNPJ 
Recreation Center Director Kevin 
Richards. Kevin was too young and 
vibrant to be gone, but death has 
no age limit. We all must live our 
lives to the fullest and enjoy every 
minute of it. And please be kind to 
one another!

Stop by the SNPJ Heritage Center 
on a Saturday this summer and say 
hello to whoever is working the gift 
shop. We love welcoming visitors!

SNPJ Heritage Center opening the museum and gift shop for the summer

SNPJ Membership Anniversaries 
May 2021

 Lodge Member
 2 Reginald J. Videgar
 5 Debra A. Pestotnik
 5 Donna M. Troy
 5 Ronald J. Suster
 5 Dennis E. Eckart
 6 Sylvia J. LaBonte-Chervon
 6 Donald Chytil
 8 Susan C. Dudycha
 117 Robert Hydock
 138 Linda J. Chesnik
 142 Kathryn J. Mahoney
 174 Cynthia M. Arhar

 Lodge Member
 207 Gerald F. Mero
 225 Janice M. Blansit
 358 Linda Lane
 518 Frederick J. Gilbert
 559 Darlene M. Fratantion
 576 Catherine M. Lombardo
 581 Robert A. Kogoy
 643 Linda J. Nichols
 723 Linda E. Frolic
 745 Kathleen S. McMurry
 776 Diana L. Walker

50-Year Members

 Lodge Member
 2 Betty A. Knafelc
 5 Richard M. Alden
 6 Jo Ann Iagnemma
 6 Bernadette M. Varacalli
 8 Eileen D. Kahlfeldt
 41 Norma J. Gillis
 41 Geraldine J. Berger
 41 Genevieve Sartori
 113 Mary A. Rozsa
 138 Frank Gomez
 223 Edward D. Pike
 254 Patricia E. McHenry
 254 Robert W. Brezovec
 559 Anton Kos

 Lodge Member
 562 Bonnie K. Primovic
 564 Harry E. Fifolt
 564 Janice K. Jurca-Benkert
 564 Harold P. Mahanes
 584 Frank J. Podriznik
 584 Patricia M. Noyes
 584 Carl G. Makela
 723 Anita C. Laing
 723 Gary A. Zakotnik
 723 Dennis F. Lampe
 749 Rose M. Gojmerac
 749 Mary L. Walker
 786 Sharon L. Hammond

60-Year Members

 Lodge Member
 3 Amelia Coyle
 3 Zora F. Biggs
 41 Mary J. Bohinc
 53 Robert Pirc

 Lodge Member
 518 Margaret A. Kirar
 584 Leonard Kne
 643 Anthony T. Trontel
 A02 Arthur P. Muchow

70-Year Members

80-Year Members
 Lodge Member
 113 Helen Stilovich
 564 Mae L. Lanski

 Lodge Member
 604 Eleanor Stupica
 723 Jacob Chesnic

by MARCIA KLANCER BLEGGI
Lodge 581 Secretary/Treasurer

ST. MARYS, Pa. — May 
Day is celebrated in most 
countries around the world.  
In Slovenia, May Day (Prvi 
dan) has been celebrated since 
the early 20th century. It 
was established as a national 
holiday in 1948 and includes 
celebrations with bonfires, 
maypoles, red carnations and 
brass bands. May Day rec-
ognizes both the beginning 

of spring, and the Slovenian 
men and women of the work-
ing class. 

Members of Lodge 581, 
Boy Scouts, and the resi-
dents of West Creek Road 
and Jackson Road, with the 
cooperation of Pennsylvania 
Cleanways, cleaned up litter 
from nearly four miles of 
highway. The day started at 9 
a.m. with donuts served at the 
Troha camp at Swissmont. By 
noon, nearly all the work was 

done. All garbage was hauled 
away by the city of St. Marys. 
SNPJ Lodge 581 continued 
the May Day celebration 
back at the Troha camp with 
a lunch of hot dogs, drinks 
and polka music.

The next Lodge 581 meet-
ing date is set for Sunday, 
May 16, at Wildwoods in St. 
Marys starting at 12:30 p.m. 
The main topics for discus-
sion will be the Jerry Troha 
Scholarship and the summer 

picnic, scheduled Aug. 26 at 
the Johnsonburg, Pa., fire hall. 
All members are welcome to 
attend. Following the meet-
ing, The Polka Classics will 
perform from 2 to 5 p.m. The 
dance is open to the public.

For additional information 
about SNPJ Lodge 581, con-
tact Marcia Klancer Bleggi 
at (814) 335-4983, e-mail 
marcia.and.don@gmail .com, 
or check on Facebook at St. 
Marys SNPJ Lodge 581.

Lodge 581 celebrates May Day with local cleanup

by DANIELLA VOLPE
Lodge 158 Treasurer

EUCLID, Ohio — Hello, 
everyone! We hope you had 
a happy Easter filled with 
good friends and good food. 
We don’t have a whole lot to 
report, but we always have 
something to celebrate!

We’ll start with a big con-
gratulations to Anna Horabik 
on being accepted into The 
Ohio State University. You’ll 
make an amazing Buckeye, 
Anna. Then we have our 
very own “Rock ’em Sock 
’em” secretary, Gary Smrdel, 
who was named the top 
SNPJ seller of life insurance 
policies for the year to date. 

Congratulations, Gary! You 
do a lot for our Lodge, and 
we’re glad that others are 
recognizing your hard work 
as well.

We know (or hope!) you’ve 
all been anxiously waiting 
to find out what our annual 
picnic theme will be this 
year. We figured that after 
this past year of tragedies 
and uncertainty, we would 
celebrate something big, the 
reason we are all even here 
together – Slovenia. Specifi-
cally, the fact that Slovenia 
is celebrating its 30th year 
of independence. We want to 
celebrate too, so come on out 
to the SNPJ Farm on Sunday, 

June 27, and help us appreci-
ate our heritage. 

We will be holding a T-
shirt design contest for the 
picnic; the winner’s design 
will be sold at the picnic. 
The shirt must incorporate 
the Slovenian flag or crest, 
and  include “Lodge 158 
Loyalites.” Submission rules 
can be found on our website, 
snpj158.wordpress.com. 

The winner will receive a 
free T-shirt and free admis-
sion to the picnic. 

So get those drawings 
ready and come back to see 
who wins! All submissions 
must be received by May 31; 
the winner will be announced 

on the Loyalites website and 
at the picnic.

We also want to celebrate 
anyone who we have lost over 
this last treacherous year, so 
please bring with you any 
photos, collages, personal 
items... anything that reminds 
you of someone you have lost 
so we may celebrate their lives 
together.

As I said, not too much to 
report. But as always, we send 
our thoughts and prayers to 
any ill or deceased members 
and their families during 
this difficult time. Our next 
meeting is scheduled May 13 
starting at 7 p.m. at Recher 
Hall in Euclid.

Loyalites looking ahead to their summer picnic

Important figures to consider...
29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

1-800-843-7675

!
If your coverage is over 5 years old,

contact SNPJ for a policy review.
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PROSVETA Crossword
CANDY (#0421) solution

S N P J   F r a t e r n a l

Members celebrating 50, 60, 70 and 80 years with the Slovene National Benefit Society

Sis. AGNES DeJOHN
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Bro. STANLEY BAUCHER
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. LOUISE CAINKAR
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. AGNES KOPORC
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. AGNES DeJOHN
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Bro. STANLEY BAUCHER
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. AGNES KOPORC
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. LOUISE CAINKAR
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. JANE E. WILSON (257) Bro. STANLEY V. BAUCHER Sr. (355)

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

Of the 2,000 life insurance companies and 
fraternal benefit societies operating in the 
United States, fewer than 100 have been in 

existence as long as the SNPJ. As a not-for-profit 
fraternal benefit society, we have successfully pro-
vided life insurance to our members since 1904, along 
with a full package of social, athletic and cultural 
programs, scholarships, community service projects, 
and much more. SNPJ also offers annuities that can 
be used for IRAs and Roth IRAs.

Our more than 115 years of longevity and success 
have been made possible by the loyalty and dedica-
tion of our members. The SNPJ’s engine may have 
been built and its direction set by its founders and 
subsequent leaders, but its path has been traveled, 
cleared and paved by our dedicated members.

As a way to show respect and appreciation to 
our longtime and loyal members, we recognize 

membership milestones with a custom gift. The 
years of membership are counted in terms of adult 
membership years, not including youth enrollment 
years. These milestones of recognition include 50, 
60, 70 and 80 years of adult membership.

We ask our Fraternal Honorees, once they have 
received their awards from the Society, to submit a 
short report on their past and present lifestyle, includ-
ing their Lodge affiliation, hobbies and any other 
information that might be of interest to our readers.

In acknowledging these dedicated members, it is 
our privilege to show respect for these honorees by 
offering our thanks and appreciation for the loyalty 
they have shown the SNPJ for so many years. In this 
small way, through our official SNPJ publication, we 
can etch their names even deeper into the archives 
of the Slovene National Benefit Society.

On behalf of the entire membership, we extend 
our congratulations to those members reaching these 
anniversary milestones. 

• Sis. JANE E. WILSON cel-
ebrated her 60-year membership 
anniversary with SNPJ Lodge 257 
in March.

Jane is married to Donald F. 
Wilson and her family includes 
three sons, Dr. Lance D. (Chris-
tine) Wilson, Neal J. (Coleen) 
Wilson, and the late Glenn R. 
(Julia) Wilson; 11 grandchildren 
and three great-grandsons.

A graduate of The College of 
Wooster in Wooster, Ohio, she 
completed graduate studies at 
both Baldwin Wallace University 
and The Ohio State University. 

Jane was employed as a high 
school mathematics teacher 
at Parma Public Schools, Holy 
Name High School, and Grove 
City Public Schools. She is a life 
member of the National Education 
Association and the American 
Association of University Women, 
and a charter member of the 
Women of the Arts, D.C.

Jane enjoys knitting, reading 
and playing bridge, and she has 
traveled extensively throughout 
the United States and around 
the globe, visiting 67 foreign 
countries.

Sis. JANE E. WILSON 
Cleveland Lodge 257

Avon, OH

• Fairport Harbor, Ohio, Lodge 
355 member Bro. STANLEY V. 
BAUCHER Sr. celebrated his 
60-year SNPJ membership an-
niversary in March. He writes:

“Thank you for sending me my 
60-year pen. I am happily retired 
and living the good life in Florida.

“My sister, Marie Baucher Alex, 
and I  have made several enjoy-
able trips back home to visit family 
and see the beautiful country of 
Slovenia.

“It has been our family tradi-
tion, beginning with our parents, 
to purchase an SNPJ life insur-
ance policy to keep our Slovenian 
heritage alive. My children and 
grandchildren are all members 
of SNPJ.

“In memory of the late Leroy 

Jackopin, I would like to acknowl-
edge him for all his contributions 
and dedication to our Lodge in 
Fairport, Ohio.”

Bro. STANLEY V. BAUCHER Sr. 
Fairport Harbor, Ohio, Lodge 355

Largo, FL

• Sis. AGNES DeJOHN, a mem-
ber of Lodge 138 in Strabane, 
Pa., celebrated her 80-year 
SNPJ membership anniversary in 
March. In a note of appreciation, 
she writes:

“Thank you for the beautiful 
gift of an afghan blanket in honor 
of my 80-year membership with 
SNPJ Lodge 138 in Strabane. I 
am very blessed and thankful for 
96 years in the best of health, and 
that I am self-sufficient.

“I was born Feb. 23, 1925, to 
John and Anna (Vedrich) Koklich. 
Dad was president of SNPJ Lodge 
138 for 25-plus years. I have 
four sisters and one brother, one 
granddaughter and one grandson, 
and two great-granddaughters.

“I started school at age 5, at-
tending Alexander Public School 
in Strabane, North Strabane 
Township, and graduating from 
Chartiers Township High School 
in 1942. I was a member of the 
school’s first graduating class.

“I then attended the School of 
Nursing at Canonsburg General 
Hospital in Canonsburg, Pa., for 
four years, graduating in Sep-
tember 1946. I worked as a reg-
istered nurse in several hospitals 
in various departments of health 
care before retiring from nursing 
in 2011.

“I married Mario DeJohn on 
Feb. 22, 1950. We shared 53 
years of togetherness. We have 
three sons: Mario Patrick, a retired 
Baltimore Police officer; Michael, 
a retired Marine, serving eight 
years; and Christopher, currently 
a paramedic after retiring from 
teaching music as a band director 
for 17 years.

“May you have much continued 
success in the growth of SNPJ!”

Sis. AGNES DeJOHN 
Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138

Washington, PA

• Chicago Lodge 559 member 
Sis. LOUISE A. CAINKAR, 
granddaughter of the SNPJ’s 
first full-time Supreme (National) 
President, Vincent Cainkar, and 
daughter of longtime SNPJ at-
torney Louis Cainkar, was recog-
nized as a 50-year SNPJ member 
in November 2020.

Louise lives in Chicago and 
teaches social justice at Mar-
quette University. She was recent-
ly promoted to full professor and 
received Marquette’s prestigious 
Community Engaged Teaching 
Award for “her transformational 
teaching, which has prompted 
Marquette students to challenge 
injustice in our communities and 
embrace diversity.” 

A professor of Sociology & 
Social Welfare and Justice, the 
director of the Peace Studies 
major and of the Arab and Mus-
lim American Studies minor at 
Marquette, and a board member 
and treasurer of the Association 
of Middle East Women’s Studies, 
Dr. Cainkar has published dozens 
of scholarly articles, and her third 
and fourth books are currently in 
press. Her work focuses on im-
migration, and race and ethnicity. 

She is particularly known for 
her work on Arab and Muslim 
Americans. Her award-winning 
book, “Homeland Insecurity: 
The Arab American and Muslim 
American Experience After 9/11” 
(Russell Sage Foundation Press, 
2009), provides details from 
her research on how Arab and 
Muslim Americans experienced 
the animosities of the post-9/11 
period.

Louise likes to think of herself 
as someone who is inspired by 
her activist grandfather, who 

crossed the country by car – 
sometimes with Eugene Debs, 
one of the founding members 
of the Industrial Workers of the 
World (IWW), and sometimes 
with his son Louis – organizing 
Slovenian coal and mine work-
ers while building the base for 
the SNPJ.

Sis. LOUISE A. CAINKAR 
Chicago Lodge 559

Chicago, IL

• Sis. AGNES J. KOPORC, a 
member of Lodge 142 in Cleve-
land, celebrated her 80-year 
SNPJ membership anniversary 
in March. In a note addressed to 
SNPJ National President/CEO 
Joseph C. Evanish, she writes:

“My apologies for taking so long 
before acknowledging the lovely, 
thoughtful gift for the many years 
of being a member of SNPJ. Eighty 
years... almost a lifetime!

“It all began with my parents, 
John and Agnes Kosec, who im-
migrated to America in 1922 from 
Jugoslavia, better known today 
as Slovenia. My parents met and 
married in Collinwood’s St. Mary 
of Assumption Church, but made 
‘their’ home in the St. Vitus./St. 
Clair Slovenian National Home 
area, where they resided until 
their demise.

“In those days, the 1920s, ’30s 
and ’40s, the immigrants migrated 
to, and lived in, the areas of their 
nationalities; Slovenians being 
around the St. Vitus Church 
and St. Clair Slovenian National 
Home. Their social life revolved 
around the church and the Na-
tional Home; the latter being the 
home of most of the organiza-
tions and Lodges that formed in 
those years.

“Every month, on the 25th of 
the month, they would take a trip 
to the Slovenian National Home 

on St. Clair Ave. to make a pre-
mium payment on the policy they 
had purchased. As 8 and 10 year 
olds, my sister Julie and I looked 
forward to that ‘payment evening’ 
in the downstairs hall of the Slo-
venian National Home.

“Upon entrance to the hall, one 
would see several rows of tables, 
set up with their Lodge name and 
number, and the treasurer of that 
particular Lodge seated, ready 
to take the monthly payment. Of 
course, ‘we,’ the children, ran up 
and down, much to the dismay of 
our parents, having a great time 
and looking forward to the next 
month’s return visit!

“Today, all that is gone. Ev-
erything is computerized. It is 
a different life, yes; technology 
has taken over the world. But 
are we happier? Is anyone hap-
pier? Smarter, yes… but (sigh) 
life goes on!

“A special heartfelt thank you 
for the lovely picturesque throw 
sent in honor of my 80th anniver-
sary. I shall treasure it. And I must 
say that, being a longtime Lodge 
member, I can truly say, ‘Thanks 
for the memories.’”

Sis. AGNES J. KOPORC 
Cleveland Lodge 142

Willoughby, OH

Sis. LOUISE A. CAINKAR (559) Sis. AGNES J. KOPORC (142)

If you would like to share 
your 50-, 60-, 70-, or 80-year 
biography with PROSVETA, 
be sure to address your 
material to SNPJ National 
President Joseph C. Evanish 
at 247 West Allegheny Rd., 
Imperial, PA 15126

celebrating
your SNPJ 
membership 
anniversary?

A CENTURY
in the making

Name _________________________________________

Address _______________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________

Number of copies _______________________________

RETURN THIS ORDER FORM TO
Slovene National Benefit Society

247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA  15126-9774

Payment in full must accompany all orders. Make checks payable to SNPJ.
Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery.

Proud of your SNPJ membership? Then 
you owe it to yourself to delve deeper 
into SNPJ history through the pages of An 
Inspired Journey — The SNPJ Story: The First 
One Hundred Years of the Slovene National 
Benefit Society. This richly-illustrated 
chronicle of SNPJ  history compiled and 
written by SNPJ Publications Editor Jay 
Sedmak is available for purchase.

$15.00 each — plus $2.50 s/h
add $1 shipping for each additional copy ordered

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Does 
the SNPJ have your current 
e-mail address?

The SNPJ Home Office 
periodically sends out e-
mails to advertise the many 
benefits we offer our mem-
bers. You can also receive in-
formation about our fraternal 
programs, events at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, athletic 
tournaments, and product 
and annuity updates through 
this e-mail communication.

In order to receive this 

information, we need your 
current e-mail address. If 
we don’t have your e-mail 
address, we ask that you 
send an e-mail to the Home 
Office addressed to snpj@
snpj.com. We will then be 
able to update your contact 
information.

We try to keep in touch 
with all of our members 
as often as possible, and e-
mail is a very cost-efficient 
and timely way to deliver 
information.

Help the SNPJ Home 
Office by keeping your 
e-mail address updated
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SNPJ fraternal sympathies

Looking for information on your 
SNPJ life insurance and annuity 
policies? Pay a visit to snpj.org, click 
the “PolicyView Login” link and 
follow the step-by-step instructions.

at your fingertips
information

Sis. Clara Kalan
• Lodge 265 •

SOUTHVIEW, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 265 sadly 
report the Feb. 16, 2021, pass-
ing of Sis. Clara Teresa (Bistar-
key) Kalan, 95, of Southview, in 
Bridgeville Rehabilitation and 
Care Center. She was the last 
of her immediate family of 12.

Sis. Kalan was born Nov. 22, 
1925, in Southview, a daughter 
of the late Frank and Mary 
Cashimer Bistarkey, in the 
same home where she raised 
her own family. She was a 
graduate of the former Cecil 
High School and had worked 
at RCA in Meadowlands, Pa., 
for 35 years.

A 78-year SNPJ member, 
she was also a member of St. 
Mary Church, Corpus Christi 
Parish in Cecil, Pa., and the 
RCA bowling and golf leagues. 

She enjoyed interior paint-
ing, but not cleaning up as 
much; dancing; and hosting all 
of the family’s holiday parties. 
As the matriarch of a large 
family, her passion for cook-
ing always brought everyone 
together.

Surviving are a son, Rich-
ard (Charlene) Kalan of South 
Fayette Twp., Pa.; a daughter, 
Beverly (the late William) 
Marchewka of Meadowlands; 
two granddaughters, Chantel 
(Keith) Goldstrohm and Sta-
cey (Gary) Dranikoski, both 
of South Fayette Twp.; five 
great-grandchildren; and many 
nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; her husband, 
Joseph Kalan, in 1985; nine 
brothers, John, Joseph, Steve, 
Frank, Andy, George, Mar-
tin, Charles and Thomas 
Bistarkey; two sisters, Mary 
Kler and Ellen DiNardo; and 
a step-grandson, Brian W. 
Marchewka.

Private services were held 
for Sis. Kalan in Coleman-
Taylor Funeral Services, Cecil. 
Interment followed in Forest 
Lawn Gardens, McMurray, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 265 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Kalan’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. WILLIAM J. CALLAHAN (174)
Sis. GENEVIEVE L. CALLAHAN (174)

Sis. ANNA DRASLER (581)

In Loving Memory

W. Daniel Biearman
Dec. 11, 1935 — May 26, 1994

Those we love remain with us,
for love itself  lives on.

And cherished memories never fade
because a loved one’s gone.
Those we love can never be
more than a thought apart,

for as long as there is a memory 
they’ll live on within our heart.

Sadly missed by his wife Esther; daughter Susan (Jay) Sedmak; sons Fred (Brenda)
and Dennis (the late Joyce); grandchildren Katie (Chris), Stephanie, Sam and 
Christine; and great-grandson Michael. BRIDGEVILLE, PA Sons Jim, Ronald (“Buzz”) & Jeffrey and their families.

In loving remembrance of

Rose Cadez

b : Jan. 25, 1927
d: May 18, 2014

Strabane, Pa.
Lodge 138

Bro. JOHN M. BUDAY (153)

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO

DEATHS REPORTED
For the month of March 2021
   DATE OF
LODGE NAME DEATH CITY, STATE
 A01 Marie Kitchenman 07-16-2020 North Cape May, N.J.
 A01 Rudolph J. Lang 02-17-2021 Hawthorne, N.Y.
 FD4 John L. Perschy 01-20-2021 New Bern, N.C.
 FD4 William E. McNeil 01-14-2021 Lakewood, Calif.
 2 Elsie F. Stone 12-02-2020 Ottawa, Ill.
 3 Stephen G. Subich 11-14-2020 New Florence, Pa.
 5 Edward J. Paulin 12-19-2020 Windsor, Ohio
 6 Carol J. Howell 01-09-2015 Carnegie, Pa.
 6 Patricia B. McLaughlin 01-28-2021 Midway, Pa.
 6 William R. Supan 02-22-2021 Carnegie, Pa.
 6 Karen G. Usnick 01-01-2021 Bridgeville, Pa.
 6 Kelly Ann Campbell 01-26-2021 Poca, W.Va.
 6 Maccalleen C. Desmet 10-26-2020 Cecil, Pa.
 31 Craig A. Brace 10-28-2020 Waterford, Pa.
 34 Rudy Sekermestrovich 02-22-2021 Indianapolis, Ind.
 53 Jane J. Vozel 11-29-2020 Mentor, Ohio
 53 David W. Chervon 10-31-2020 Euclid, Ohio
 53 Frank Kutnar 01-06-2021 Mentor, Ohio
 89 Louise Vuckovich 10-23-2020 Weirton, W.Va.
 89 Diane A. Daves 01-10-2021 Moundsville, W.Va.
 106 Tamara Napoli 02-18-2021 Imperial, Pa.
 106 Frederick R. Gregorich 09-09-2020 Oakdale, Pa.
 106 Dennis G. Harbaugh 01-27-2021 Imperial, Pa.
 106 Robert J. Davis 02-17-2021 Imperial, Pa.
 107 Elsie Obernuefemann 11-28-2020 Collinsville, Ill.
 113 Rudolph Vuksinick Jr. 01-23-2021 Orem, Utah
 113 Mildred Vuksinick 02-19-2021 Orem, Utah
 117 Dorothy L. Warnick 11-11-2020 Grantsville, Md.
 138 Harriet M. Senkinc 02-06-2021 Hickory, Pa.
 138 Andrew J. Sluciak 02-16-2021 Canonsburg, Pa.
 153 John M. Buday 03-05-2021 Poland, Ohio
 158 Madeline E. Burke 12-28-2020 Strongsville, Ohio
 158 David J. Trenton 01-25-2021 Brunswick, Ohio
 158 Geraldine C. Frimel 01-06-2021 Cleveland, Ohio
 158 Stephanie M. Segulin 05-11-2018 Mentor, Ohio
 158 Mary Lois Murphy 03-20-2021 Barberton, Ohio
 174 Mary M. Gratcar 01-06-2021 Latrobe, Pa.
 218 John Klovas Jr. 12-01-2020 Pueblo, Colo.
 223 Joseph R. Svetkovich 02-17-2021 Greensburg, Pa.
 225 Edith E. McGavran 03-10-2019 Pittsburg, Kan.
 254 Alverda Semich 12-03-2020 Johnstown, Pa.
 254 Victor S. Petak 01-31-2021 West Chester, Pa.
 274 Elda Z. Davis 02-03-2021 Brick, N.J.
 459 Joseph L. Bokor 01-19-2021 Barbeau, Mich.
 476 Matilda Stratton 12-11-2020 Salem, Ohio
 559 Victor C. Glavach Jr. 11-16-2020 Valparaiso, Ind.
 562 Irene R. Fornal 01-15-2021 Mt. Vernon, Ohio
 564 Marion Volpe 10-15-2020 Warren, Mich.
 581 Sally L. Cotton 02-09-2021 Belfast, N.Y.
 581 John J. Murnich 12-03-2020 Elmont, N.Y.
 581 Ruth F. Clarke 02-14-2021 Columbus, Ohio
 584 Antonia Slavik 05-04-2020 West Allis, Wis.
 584 Shirley M. Porter 01-19-2021 Waukegan, Ill.
 584 Constance Vidmar 10-14-2020 Franklin, Wis.
 584 Edward M. Wene 11-03-2020 Fort Wayne, Ind.
 603 David L. Marshall 02-02-2021 Hendersonville, N.C.
 614 Frank T. Parsons 02-13-2021 Euclid, Ohio
 629 Frank E. Sabich 01-15-2021 Greensburg, Pa.
 629 Martha A. Wise 09-21-2014 New Wilmington, Pa.
 629 Marion J. Smithberger 10-28-2020 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 665 William Evansky 12-18-2020 Cordova, Tenn.
 665 Teresa L. Siwicki 01-19-2021 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 665 Ruth Ann Salera 02-07-2021 McKees Rocks, Pa.
 677 Patricia M. Moore 01-28-2019 Lincoln Park, Mich.
 715 Elwood J. Klein 02-18-2021 Greensburg, Pa.
 715 Audrey F. Belfiore 11-30-2020 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 729 Charles R. Hoadwonic 12-14-2020 Yukon, Pa.
 749 David M Horevay 01-29-2021 Upper Darby, Pa.
 770 Frank W. Siegel 02-10-2021 Edingburg, Pa.
 771 James S. Penwell 10-10-2020 Bessemer, Pa.
 771 Jo Ann Lupo 03-03-2021 Bessemer, Pa.
 776 Michael L. Scungio 12-10-2020 New Castle, Pa.
 782 Joseph J. Adlesic 10-05-2020 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 782 Normand J. Roland 01-19-2021 Pittsburgh, Pa.

Sis. Anna Drasler
• Lodge 581 •

ST. MARYS, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 581 sadly 
report the Feb. 20, 2021, pass-
ing of Sis. Anna (Saiz) Drasler, 
107, of natural causes at the 
Forest City Nursing and Rehab 
Center. 

Sis. Drasler was born March 
16, 1913, in Sesser, Ill., a daugh-
ter of the late Martin and Anna 
Koklj Saiz. She was employed 
as a seamstress at area gar-
ment companies prior to her 
retirement. 

A member of the former 
SNPJ Lodge 124 in Forest 
City, Pa., Sis. Drasler was an 
Honorary Member of SNPJ 
Lodge 581 in St. Marys, having 
outlived the life of her SNPJ 

insurance policy in August 
2013. She was an SNPJ member 
for a total of 86 years.

Sis. Drasler was an excel-
lent cook and baker who loved 
gardening, sewing, and making 
fine crocheted lace doilies. She 
and her family spent many 
enjoyable hours fishing at local 
lakes, as well as those in New 
York and Canada.

Her husband, Anthony 
Drasler, passed away in 1986.

Surviving are a son, Eugene 
(Kitty) Drasler of Sterling, 
N.Y.; a daughter, Joyce (Timo-
thy) Sperry of Mechanicsburg, 
Pa.; five grandchildren, Mari-
anne, Annette, Douglas, Noel 
and Stephanie; nine great-
grandchildren, Shai, Logan, 
Jake, Nick, Zain, Raedyn, 
Hailey, Amanda and Emily; 
five great-great-grandchildren, 
Patrick, Lexi, Porter, Jason and 
Jemma; and several nieces and 
nephews.

In addition to her parents 
and husband, she was also 
preceded in death by a son, 
Donald; two sisters, Rose Wat-
son and Josephine Moschino; 
and three brothers, Martin, 
Lawrence and Stanley Saiz.

Private family services 
were held at the Kevin M. 
Lesjack Funeral Home, Forest 
City. Interment was planned 
later in the spring in Rounds 
Cemetery, Union Dale, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 581 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Drasler’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. William J. Callahan
Sis. Genevieve L. Callahan

• Lodge 174 •
KRAYN, Pa. — The Calla-
han family and the members 
of Lodge 174 sadly report the 
March 2, 2021, passings of Bro. 
William Joseph “Bill” Cal-
lahan, 98, and Sis. Genevieve 
Louise “Gen” Callahan, 94, at 
their home in Fredericksburg, 
Va., surrounded by family. Bill 
and Gen were united in mar-
riage for 67 years.

Bro. Callahan was born in 
1922 in Coalport, Pa., a son 
of the late Simon and Jean 
Callahan. He graduated from 
Spangler High School and 
received his degree from St. 
Francis College, where he was 
a pitcher on the baseball team.  

Sis. Callahan was born in 
1926 in Krayn, a daughter 
of the late Anton and Mary 
Tanzely. Gen graduated from 
Adams Township High School 
and Cambria-Rowe Business 
College. 

Bill is survived by his 
brother, John Callahan. He 
was predeceased by his par-
ents; four brothers, Richard, 
Robert, James and Joseph Cal-
lahan; two sisters, Catherine 
Reiser and Dorothy Callahan; 
and a son-in-law, Edward 
Breitner.

Gen is survived by a sis-
ter, Agnes Arhar. She was 
predeceased by her parents; 

a brother, Anthony Tanzely; 
and five sisters, Mary Bavdek, 
Pauline Brence, Emily Tan-
zely, Christine Hrabcsak and 
Theresa Totten.

Bill and Gen are survived 
by their seven children, Wil-
liam Callahan Jr., Jean (Gary) 
Honey, Daniel Callahan, Cathy 
Callahan, Mary Breitner, 
Karen Callahan and Kerry 
Sullivan; a granddaughter, 
Kathleen Honey; and numer-
ous Callahan and Tanzely 
nieces, nephews and cousins.

Bill was a decorated World 
War II veteran, serving in the 
Army Air Force in the Burma 
campaign. He was a member of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
and the American Legion. He 
spent his career as a geophysi-
cist with the U.S. Coast and 
Geodetic Survey, and U.S. 
Geological Survey. 

Gen worked in an admin-
istrative role at the Central 
Intelligence Agency before 
leaving to raise a family. She 
later worked for the Depart-
ment of State.

Bill and Gen were longtime 
parishioners of St. Mary Im-
maculate Conception Roman 
Catholic Church. 

In addition to his SNPJ 
membership, Bill was also 
a member of the Knights of 
Columbus and Ancient Order 
of the Hibernians, serving 
in leadership positions. He 
was passionate about helping 
people with intellectual dis-
abilities through KOVAR. He 
was also an avid golfer. 

A 77-year SNPJ member, 
Gen was also a member of 
the Ladies Auxiliary of the 
Knights of Columbus and 
volunteered at Birthright.

A Funeral Mass for Bro. 
and Sis. Callahan was held at 
St. Mary Immaculate Concep-
tion Roman Catholic Church. 
Burial followed in Quantico 
National Cemetery.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 174 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
William and Sis. Genevieve 
Callahan’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. John M. Buday
• Lodge 153 •

YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio — 
The members of Lodge 153 
sadly report the March 5, 2021, 
passing of Bro. John Buday, 
89, at his daughter’s home, 
surrounded by his family, after 
a courageous battle with non-
Hodgkin’s Lymphoma. 

Bro. Buday was born Oct. 8, 
1931, a son of the late John and 
Marie (Strednak) Buday. John 
grew up in Lansingville on 
the south side of Youngstown. 
He graduated from Woodrow 
Wilson High School in 1950 
and began working at Republic 
Steel as a laborer, retiring in 
1984 as supervisor of the tool 
and die department. 

He was a member of Local 
Union 1331 and the Mahon-
ing Valley Management As-
sociation. He also worked in 

maintenance at St. Matthias 
and at Stambaugh Home Im-
provement.

In addition to 35 years of 
SNPJ membership, he was a 
lifelong member of Our Lady of 
Sorrows (St. Matthias) Parish 
where he served as a Coun-
cilman, and was a founding 
member of the men’s choir. He 
was also a member of the Holy 
Name Society, where he served 
as treasurer and president. At 
the church, he served on the 
New Year’s Eve dinner dance 
committee for 25 years, which 
he looked forward to every 
year. Along with his brother, 
Ed Buday, he helped decorate 
the church for Christmas and 
Easter.

John was also member of the 
Nocturnal Adoration Society 
at Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Basilica for 24 years. He was 
blessed to travel on a pilgrim-
age to Medjugorje, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina (the former 
Yugoslavia), the site of Marian 
apparitions.

On May 10, 1958, he mar-
ried the girl next door, Rosalie 
Chismar, and together they 
raised their two loving daugh-
ters, Gretchen and Stephanie. 
His daughter Gretchen was 
awarded the titles of Miss 
SNPJ 1988 and SNPJ Miss 
Talent 1988.

John was deeply devoted 
to the Lord and his family. 
He loved cooking, baking 
Christmas cookies and kola-
chi, coloring Easter eggs with 
his grandchildren, annual 
vacations with family to the 
shore, listening to polkas on 
the radio, working in the yard, 
attending Mass on Sundays, 
attending school and sports 
functions for the grandkids, 
and he especially loved be-
ing with family. Every year 
he looked forward to the 
grandkids helping him select 
the biggest, grandest, most 
spectacular Christmas tree, 
and then decorating it.

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by 
his brothers Matt, Frank, Ed, 
and infant Stephen; and sisters 
Doris and Marie.

He is survived by his wife, 
Rosalie; daughters Stephanie 
Buday of Aurora, Colo., and 
Gretchen (John) Kuhns of Can-
field, Ohio; grandsons Tom 
and Michael; granddaughters 
Mary and Sarah; a brother, 
Robert Buday of Boardman, 
Ohio; a sister, Loretta Wiles 
of Cleveland; and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

Due to COVID-19 restric-
tions, a private family Funeral 
Mass was celebrated for Bro. 
Buday on March 11 at Our 
Lady of Sorrows Church. A 
memorial Mass and picnic 
to celebrate John’s life are 
planned in the future.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 153 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Bro. 
Buday’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Caroline Previc
• Lodge 715 •

UNIVERSAL, Pa. — The 
Previc family and the members 
of Lodge 715 sadly report the 
March 25, 2021, passing of 
Sis. Caroline T. Previc, 101, 
of Camp Hill, Pa., formerly 
of Penn Hills, Pa., at her home 
surrounded by family. 

Sis. Previc was born Oct. 
16, 1919, in Manor, Pa., a 
daughter of the late Martin 
and Frances (Dular) Kukovich. 
Her family returned to live in 
Slovenia from 1925 to 1927, 
and she had very pleasant 

memories of her early child-
hood. Caroline married Frank 
J. Previc on Oct. 13, 1947, and 
they shared 59 years of mar-
riage prior to his passing. 

Sis. Previc received Penn-
sylvania Senate and House 
citations honoring the celebra-
tion of her 100th birthday. 
She was a lifelong resident of 
Pennsylvania and served as 
an au pair, housekeeper and 
community gardener during 
the Great Depression before 
working as a dental assistant 
from 1938 to 1947. 

Caroline assisted her hus-
band with operating Previc’s 
Shop Rite Supermarket for 
nearly 40 years. Their store 
is lauded as the first modern 
grocery store in the Pittsburgh 
metropolitan area. 

An 85-year SNPJ member, 
Sis. Previc was recognized 
as an Honorary (Outlived) 
Member in September 2015. 
When she lived in Penn Hills, 
she was active in Universal 
Comets Lodge 715. She was an 
avid PROSVETA reader and 
was very proud of her SNPJ 
membership.

She was also active in her 
community, serving as a Den 
Mother for the Girl Scouts of 
the USA and as a member of 
a local parent-teacher asso-
ciation. She enjoyed reading, 
cooking and gardening. She 
won the respect of her many 
family members, friends, 
neighbors and acquaintances 
who came to know and ad-
mire her. 

She is survived by her chil-
dren, Francine (Douglas) Mor-
rison and Thomas (Dorothy) 
Previc; grandchildren Keith 
Previc, Christopher Previc, 
Ashley Morrison (Thomas) 
Soldan and Christina Mor-
rison; great-grandchildren 
James and Emily Soldan; her 
sister, Alma Woodhouse; and 
many much-loved nieces and 
nephews. 

Private services for Sis. 
Previc were held at the conve-
nience of the family.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 715 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Previc’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.



Please use this form so PROSVETA will move with you. 
Type or print name and new address in the space provided 
below. Mail to: PROSVETA, circulation, 247 West Allegheny 
Road, Imperial, PA 15126-9774; or e-mail snpj@snpj.com.

Name ________________________________________

New Address __________________________________

City/State/Zip __________________________________

Attach old 
mailing 

label here

New Address?

PROSVETA
May 3, 2021snpj.org • prosveta@snpj.com 7

YOUNG ADULT CONFERENCE
FROM PAGE 1 

Eligibility is based on birthdate. All Young 
Adult Conference delegates and surrogate del-
egates must have reached their 18th birthday 
by July 23, 2021, and can be no older than 30 
as of that same date. Delegates and surrogates 
must be active SNPJ members with an insurance 
or annuity policy currently in force or paid-up 
with the SNPJ.

All delegates, both regular and surrogate, 
will receive room and board. However, surrogate 
delegates will receive one-half of the travel costs 
paid unless they bring another surrogate and/or 
delegate with them in their vehicle. The Society 
will not pay for rental vehicles for delegates 
driving to the conference.

The cost of airfare reimbursed to surrogate 
delegates will be one-half of the ticket price. 
Lodges and Federations have the opportunity to 
contribute to the surrogate delegates’ expenses.

Lodge secretaries received the Young Adult 
Conference Delegate election forms in a recent 
mailing. There are some important deadline 

dates that Lodge secretaries and any members 
interested in attending this conference should 
be aware of.

Lodges must turn in their Young Adult Del-
egate election forms by June 15. Any eligible 
member interested in attending the Young Adult 
Conference must contact their Lodge secretary 
to ensure that their name is on the election form. 
Be sure to provide your e-mail address to your 
Lodge secretary; correspondence about the 
conference will be handled electronically as 
much as possible.

Once the election forms are received by the 
SNPJ Home Office, all delegates will receive an 
introductory packet via e-mail. This packet will 
include a general information sheet, a tentative 
agenda for the weekend, and a Young Adult 
Delegate registration form. The registration form 
must be completed by the delegate and returned 
to the Home Office no later than June 30. This 
completes the registration process.

All delegates must turn in a registration form 
by the deadline date; otherwise, they may be 
replaced by an alternate or surrogate delegate.

Young adult members: Contact your 
Lodge secretary to take part in the 
2021 SNPJ Young Adult Conference

Official Proceedings
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
Oct. 29, 2020
The meeting was called to order at 10 a.m. by President Evanish 
with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
The minutes from the Sept. 24, 2020, meeting were read and 
approved.
Discussed the annuity reinsurance arrangement we have been 
reviewing. Agreed to set up conference calls with our various 
consultants for further discussion prior to presenting to the 
National Board.
President Evanish reported that he met with representatives 
from the solar panel project at the SNPJ Recreation Center for 
updates on the project.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m.

Feb. 10, 2021
The meeting was called to order at 3 p.m. by President Evanish 
with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
The minutes from the Oct. 29, 2020, meeting were read and 
approved.
Reported that during the month of November, we met several 
times with the various Society consultants to discuss the Heritage 
Life Company annuity reinsurance agreement. In addition, we 
held two National Board meeting conference calls.
Discussed the financials for 2020, the impact of Covid on the 
financials at the Recreation Center, and the impact of the annuity 
reinsurance agreement.
Discussed the Fraternal Director position, athletic events, fraternal 
events at the Recreation Center for the summer, and the SNPJ 
Young Adult Conference.
Discussed the upcoming National Board meeting, the audit review 
by the Society’s independent auditor, and the Pennsylvania 
Insurance Department examination.
Discussed the sale of the Lodge 723 property.
Discussed another PPP grant for the Recreation Center and the 
roof for the main building this spring.
Approved a donation of $1,000 to Toys for Tots of Beaver 
County, Pa.
Approved a donation of $1,000 to the Greater Pittsburgh Com-
munity Food Bank.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:20 p.m.

March 18, 2021
The meeting was called to order at 3 p.m. by President Evanish 
with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
Approved the minutes from the Feb. 10, 2021, meeting.
Discussed charitable funds and reviewed the legal opinion from 
attorney Todd Martin, and discussed the view of the auditor. This 
will be discussed with the National Board.
Discussed Slovenefest and whether it could be held under the 
current Pennsylvania restrictions. Reviewed the information 
received from the attorney regarding this. This will be discussed 
with the National Board.
Discussed the Young Adult Conference and whether it could be 
held as an in-person conference or as a Zoom conference. This 
will be discussed with the National Board.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:50 p.m.

JOSEPH C. EVANISH
National President/CEO

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO

by JERRY WATSON
Lodge 34 Secretary/Treasurer

INDIANAPOLIS — Dober 
dan! Lodge 34 members held 
their first quarterly meeting of 
2021 on March 26 at the Slo-
venian National Home (SNH). 
The Lodge officers were re-
installed, and we enjoyed a 
dinner of grilled pepper cheese, 
tomato soup and brownies. 

The Lodge provided the 
Friday night dinner at the SNH 
that evening; the SNH received 
all proceeds, helping to keep 
the hall open. 

Longtime Lodge members 
Randy Stanfield and Rick 
Sekermestrovich enjoyed the 
dinner and reminisced over 
past out-of-town bowling tour-
naments. It’s sad that this will 
be our second year without any 

Lodge 34 continues support of the Indianapolis 
Slovenian community

Lodge 34 members RICK SEKERMESTROVICH and 
RANDY STANFIELD enjoyed the Indianapolis SNH March 
dinner, prepared and served by Lodge 34 members.

SNPJ bowling tournaments. 
Hopefully, in 2022 we can start 
planning tournaments again.

Our Lodge purchased a 
paver to help support the re-
location of the bells from the 
former Slovenian Holy Trinity 
Church to a new location at St. 
Malachy in Brownsburg, Ind. 
The three bells served Holy 
Trinity for more than 100 
years, and hopefully will serve 
St. Malachy for many years to 
come. Our paver was installed 
the weekend before Easter.

The Lodge 34 second 
quarterly meeting will be held 
Friday, June 18, starting at 7 
p.m. at the SNH, 2717 West 
10th St. in Indianapolis. This 
will again will be our evening 
to provide the Friday night 
dinner. Lodge President Mary 

Dragan will make her famous 
chicken salad, which will be 
served with deviled eggs, beets 
and dessert.

Please attend your Lodge 
meeting and enjoy some out-
standing food and drinks. We 
hope to see you!

by TINA RIGLER
Lodge 449 Secretary/Treasurer

CICERO, Ill. — I hope all of 
you are doing well and staying 
healthy. As springtime is upon 
us, I encourage everyone to 
take advantage and get their 
COVID-19 vaccinations, and 
maybe sooner than later we 
will be able to get together 
for meetings and activities 
in our Lodges and within the 
Society.

Starting off the year, Lodge 
449 members held their first 
meeting on March 21, gath-
ering via zoom, and had a 
very productive meeting. All 
officers were present, and 
Secretary Tina Rigler read 
all correspondence and gave 
the financial report. Lodge 
auditors Justin Rigler, Lanie 
Maresh and Robert Rigler gave 
their audit report.  

During this meeting we 
elected our young adult dele-
gates to attend the SNPJ Young 
Adult Conference that will be 
held this summer, pending ap-
proval by the National Board 
of a confirmed date in July or 
August. The conference will 
be held in person only if it can 
be done so safely; otherwise, 
the conference can be held via 
Zoom. A review of the Covid 
status and state guidelines will 
be conducted for a final deci-

sion to be made.
Our Lodge activity for 

March was to collect items to 
donate with gift cards to the 
Ronald McDonald House in 
Chicago for families who were 
away from their homes during 
Easter. All pop tabs collected 
were also turned in at this time.   

On April 3, Lodge 449 
officers, members and young 
adults met to drop off all of 
their donations, along with the 
Lodge donations of collected 
items and gift cards, that were 
much appreciated during this 
difficult time for so many 
families.

The next Lodge 449 meet-
ing will be held June 20 begin-
ning at 1 p.m. Depending on 
the status of the pandemic, this 
meeting will include a picnic 
held at St. Mary’s in Lemont, 
Ill., or in the back yard at the 
Rigler home, at which social 
distancing and face masks will 
be required. By that time, we 
hope that all members will 
have received their Covid 
vaccinations. An update will 
be given regarding the status 
of this year’s Young Adult 
Conference.

Keep the fraternal spirit 
alive, and think of some ran-
dom acts of kindness that can 
impact someone and bring a 
smile to their face!

A late spring picnic on the Lodge 449 schedule

[Above] Cicero Neighbors Lodge 449 members dropped off 
their donations of items and gift cards to the Ronald McDonald 
House in Chicago in April, along with plenty of can tabs the 
Lodge had collected throughout the year [below].
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56th CAL Don Gorjup Open Golf Tournament
May 29, 2021

at Rolling Green Golf Club, Huntsburg, OH
9 a.m. Shotgun Start

The $80 entry fee covers greens fees, cart, prizes, dinner, and
sandwich and beverage at the turn. Youth entry fee is $72.

Return this form, along with entry fees, to:
Rick Gorjup

7180 Kory Ct., Concord, OH 44077-2221 
Phone: (440) 354-5001 [Home] or (440) 773-3233 [Cell]

Make checks payable to
SNPJ Cleveland Athletic League (CAL)
ENTRY DEADLINE IS MAY 23, 2021

The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament
rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department,

247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

Hdcp.PhoneLodgeName
1.

2.

3.

4.

Check Entry:
 Men Ladies Youth

Contact name: ________________________________________

e-mail: ______________________________________________

Rec Center Cabin Renovation Donations
for the month of March 2021

Club Level Donations
Bronze Level

Myra L. Samsa Glick (138), 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio ................................$1,000
 In memory of Frank Samsa

SNPJ Lodge 5, Cleveland ............................ $250
SNPJ Lodge 786, Orange County, Calif. ...... $100
Margaret Marshall, Hendersonville, N.C. ........ $50
 In memory of David L. Marshall
David & Kathleen Skrajner (142), 
Willoughby, Ohio ............................................ $25
 In memory of Sonny Jurkowski
David & Kathleen Skrajner (142), 
Willoughby, OH ............................................... $25
 In memory of Gina Volpe

David & Kathleen Skrajner (142), 
Willoughby, Ohio ............................................ $25
 In memory of Ray Baselj
Kathleen Paulenich (776), Sharon, Pa. .......... $25
 In memory of Dolly Davis
Kathleen Paulenich (776), Sharon, Pa. .......... $25
 In memory of Bob Turcola
Kathleen Paulenich (776), Sharon, Pa. .......... $25
 In memory of Sonny Jurkowski
Madeline M. Kerr (776), Youngstown, Ohio ... $25
David & Peggy Cushman (138), Houston, Pa. ... $25
 In memory of Gina Volpe

The following donations were made
in memory of Bro. Kevin S. Richards:

KSKJ Life, Joliet, Ill. ........................................ $500

SNPJ Lodge 138, Strabane, Pa. .................... $250

SNPJ Lodge 225, Girard, Kan........................ $200

SNPJ Lodge 518, Melvindale, Mich. .............. $200

SNPJ Cleveland Athletic League ................... $100

Jeannette Pike (89), Carnegie, Pa. ................ $100

Kristen L. Cushman (138), Pittsburgh .............. $50

The Dolence Families (6), Pittsburgh ............... $50

Kathleen Paulenich (776), Sharon, Pa. ............ $50

David & Kathleen Skrajner (142),
Willoughby, Ohio .............................................. $50

The Zibert Family (225), Arma, Kan. ................ $25

Don & Linda Scales (225), Girard, Kan. ........... $25

PROSVETA 2021 Publication Dates

Publication dates are highlighted in black boxes; deadline dates are circled. The deadline for submissions is noon 
on the dates circled above. Submissions may be mailed to PROSVETA, 247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 
15126; faxed to (724) 695-1555; e-mailed to prosveta@snpj.com; or submitted via the Publications section of the 
SNPJ website, snpj.org.
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by RICK GORJUP (158)
CAL President

CLEVELAND — The 56th CAL Don 
Gorjup Open Golf Tournament is back on 
the schedule for 2021! Plan to join in on 
Saturday, May 29, at the Rolling Greens 
Golf Course in Huntsburg, Ohio. As in 
the past, we will have a 9 a.m. shotgun 
start. Please arrive by 8:15 a.m. to sign 
in, then get ready for a day of fun! The 
entry fee this year is $80 for adults; $72 

for youth golfers.
Hot dogs will be available at the turn, 

and a dinner will be served after play is 
completed. Water, pop and beer will be 
provided on the course.

Most of all, we will try maintain 
protocol concerning Covid with the use 
of masks where required, social distanc-
ing if possible, and cleanliness. Playing 
outdoors helps with the social distanc-
ing. As far as the lunch and dinner are 

concerned, tables will be separated as 
much as possible. 

We hope to see you at the outing, and 
we’re looking forward to having a fun day! 
If we plan accordingly and play smart, we 
all can have a great day. 

The tournament entry form is pub-
lished below and is also available online 
on snpj.org. Get your entry in soon since 
we may have to limit the number of 
participants.

Get ready to tee up for the 2021 CAL Golf Open

SNPJ Scholarship Fund Donations
for the months of February & March 2021
SNPJ Lodge 745, Grass Valley, Calif. ...$300
SNPJ Lodge 225, Girard, Kan. ..................... $250

SNPJ Lodge 265, Southview, Pa. .................. $10
In memory of Matthew J. Gasvoda

SNPJ Lodge 265, Southview, Pa. ...........$10
In memory of Dorothy Druga

by MELANIE J. MATIASEK
Lodge 559 Secretary/Treasurer

CHICAGO — Lodge 559 
members held their f irst 
meeting of the year, again 
via Zoom and telephone, on 
March 12.  We continue to try 
to conduct business in these 
pandemic times, and miss 
meeting together in person. 
An audit was conducted, and 
our finances were found to 
be in order.

We again held a food drive 
so that members could submit 
food donations to the food 
pantry of their choice, as we 
unfortunately could not yet 
gather together. We hope to 
meet in person again this fall! 
Lodge officers again chose to 
donate their Lodge salaries 
to the food drive this month.

In anticipation of Lodge 
members being vaccinated, 
as well as the upcoming 
warmer months, we hope to 
attend the Slovenian Cultural 
Center picnic as one of our 
activities this year. We will 
keep you updated on this 
event. 

We were excited to hear 
from the Home Office that 
the SNPJ Young Adult Con-

ference is in the works this 
year. Hopefully our presi-
dent, Kaitlyn Chiappetta, 
will be able to attend during 
her final year of eligibility 
as a young adult.

We wish a happy birthday 
to Sis. Grace Doerk who 
celebrated in April.

We were sorry to hear of 
the passing of members Au-
drey Kastel, Dolores Kuban 
and Helen Zucharski, all 
reported at our last meeting. 
Helen was an active Lodge 
559 member for many years.

Our next meeting will be 
held May 14, again starting at 
noon. If any members would 
like to join in via Zoom, 
please contact Lodge Sec-
retary Melanie Matiasek by 
phone at (708) 715-0131, or 
by e-mail to MJMatiasek@
gmail.com. 

Our May meeting will 
include another food drive. 
We encourage our members 
to donate to the food pantry 
of their choice and note their 
membership in Lodge 559 
when doing so. We also ac-
cept monetary donations to 
be contributed with the dona-
tions from Lodge officers.

Hoping to soon meet 
in person, Lodge 559 
continues remote dates

Participating in the March Zoom meeting, Lodge 559 
officers arranged a remote food drive for the May meeting, 
through which members can donate to any food pantry.

SNPJ offers Roth 
IRAs in addition to 
our regular IRAs 
and annuities to 
help build a safe 

financial future for 
you and your 
family. We’ve 

helped build secure 
futures for our 

members for over 
a century. Phone 
1-800-843-7675 

and we’ll be happy 
to help you too.

money... and it’s up to you whether 
you pay now or pay later.

Uncle Sam wants your

by PHYLLIS WOOD
Lodge 723 Secretary/Treasurer

FONTANA, Calif. — It is 
with deep sadness that SNPJ 
Lodge 723 shares the news 
of the closure and sale of our 
beloved Fontana Slovene Hall 
after 81 years of beautiful 
memories.

It is unfortunate that the CO-
VID-19 pandemic forced the 
doors to close in March 2020, 
ending income and requiring a 
return of all 2020 event reser-
vation deposits, while monthly 
and annual bills continued to 
arrive in the mail. To this date, 
the Hall cannot be used for 
rentals or Lodge dances.

Over the years, many Slove-

nian cultural items have been 
donated to the Hall. Lodge 
723 would like to invite any 
California SNPJ Lodge mem-
ber to “The Heirloom Sale” on 
Saturday, May 15, from 10 a.m. 
until 4 p.m. Some items will be 
priced; others will be offered 
for a reasonable donation ap-
plicable to the item.

Photos are abundant and 
free to the taker. There are 
numerous paintings; polka 
CDs, cassettes, 8-track tapes 
and vinyl records; wooden 
items from Slovenia; table-
cloths; doilies; traditional 
costume pieces; kitchenware 
and cooking items; books and 
magazines in both English and 

Slovenian; antique wooden 
chairs; baskets; furniture; bar 
items; toilet paper; paper tow-
els; band equipment; a piano; 
two pool tables; and much, 
much more.

Admission to the Heirloom 
Sale is free; however, we ask 
that you consider bringing a 
non-perishable food item as 
part of the Lodge 723 commu-
nity service food drive project.  
All items collected will be 
donated to a local food bank.

Persons who donated a tree 
for our Memory Garden have 
the opportunity to take their 
tree and/or memorial plaque. 
Please contact Eric Wood at 
(909) 996-2196 to arrange a 

date for pick up.
Please note: Masks cover-

ing the mouth and nose are 
required at all times on Hall 
property, as is social distanc-
ing. The number of persons 
allowed into the Hall at any 
one time will be limited per 
CDC and California state 
guidelines. The Hall has been 
arranged to support social 
distancing.

If you have questions or 
would like to volunteer to help 
with the sale, please contact 
Phyllis Wood at (951) 743-2098 
or Eric Wood at (909) 996-
2196. We need lots of helpers.

See you at “The Heirloom 
Sale!”

Lodge 723 conducting “Heirloom Sale” as part 
of the process to close the Fontana Slovene Hall


