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Recalling recognition of independent Slovenia

O

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

n Jan. 1, 1991, I began my tenure as
National President of the SNPJ. By that
time, much progress had been made
in Slovenia toward laying the groundwork for
becoming an independent nation. This included
the December 1990 referendum through which
88 percent of the Slovenian population voiced
support for national independence from the
Yugoslav Federation.
I remember representing the Society, along
with National Secretary Grace Doerk, at a Flag
Day celebration held at Ellis Island on June 14,

1991. This event was hosted by the National
Fraternal Congress of America, which is the
trade association to which most fraternal benefit
societies belong and which also had leaders
represented. Many fraternals can trace their
existence through Ellis Island.
With the Statue of Liberty and all that it
symbolizes in the foreground, Grace and I experienced immense pride in our country’s values
and principles, especially realizing the impact
of our forbears, founders, members and family
who came to America through Ellis Island.
On June 25, 1991, just 11 days after the Flag
Day celebration, Slovenia declared its indepen-

dence and proceeded to raise its new flag in the
capitol city of Ljubljana. There was jubilation
across the country as everyone celebrated.
However, within a few days the Yugoslav military forces began a 10-day war with Slovenia,
engaging the Slovenian territorial forces.
The SNPJ Executive Committee immediately
issued a statement of support for Slovenia’s
independence. On June 27, 1991, a letter was
faxed to the White House from my office urging then-President Bush to recognize Slovenia’s
independence. Letters and Western Union
SEE recognition
ON PAGE 2
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briefly
Home Office schedule
for the July 4th holiday
IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home
Office will be closed Monday, July 5, in
celebration of Independence Day. Normal
office hours, 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., will resume Tuesday, July 6. We wish all SNPJ
members and friends a happy and safe
Independence Day.

Share an e-mail address
for Lodge 5 information
The Consulate General of the Republic of Slovenia in Cleveland
congratulates all Slovenian and American readers of the
SNPJ PROSVETA newspaper and their families on the occasion of
the 30th anniversary of the independence of the Republic of Slovenia!
PERIODICAL MATERIAL

We look forward to our joint celebration event of this jubilee
on Sept. 17, 2021, at the SNPJ Recreation Center, organized
by the SNPJ Heritage Center Committee.

Heritage Center Weekend returns
to the Recreation Center schedule
by KATHY PAULENICH (770)
SNPJ Heritage Center Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — Now that
Pennsylvania has lifted the statewide Covid
restrictions, the SNPJ Heritage Center will be
hosting a three-day weekend event from July 30
through Aug. 1 at the SNPJ Recreation Center
to celebrate our Slovenian heritage.
We’ll kick off the weekend with Patty Candela & The Guys playing our favorite Slovenian
polkas and waltzes in the Gostilna on Friday,
July 30, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Come early and
enjoy dinner!
The schedule for Saturday, July 31, offers
Polka Bingo in the Gostilna starting at 7:30 p.m.
A balina tournament may be scheduled in the
morning, and we’re hoping someone will step

forward to run the tournament. A surprise event
may be planned in the late afternoon, so check
Facebook for updates. The Heritage Center Gift
Shop will be open from 1 to 5 p.m.
Our annual dance, scheduled Sunday, Aug.
1, in the Heritage Pavilion, features the Frank
Stanger Band alternating with the Western Pa.
Button Box Club from 2 to 7 p.m. This is a
free-admission dance.
Children’s games will be held in an area
near the Heritage Pavilion from 10 a.m. until
noon on Sunday, arranged by Sygan, Pa., Youth
Circle 36 Director Bryn Snow. Again, check on
Facebook for more details. Klobase sandwiches
and dinners will be available for purchase at the
SEE heritage weekend
ON PAGE 2

Lodge 581 awards the first ever
Jerome Troha Music Scholarship
by MARCIA KLANCER BLEGGI
Lodge 581 Secretary/Treasurer

ST. MARYS, Pa. — SNPJ Lodge 581 and
the North Central Slovenian Polka Boosters
are proud to present the 2021 Jerome “Jerry”
Troha Music Scholarship to Alexander Bowser,
a graduating senior from St. Marys Area High
School.
Alex plays at least eight instruments, including the accordion, and has performed with
as many possible music groups as he could
throughout high school: the St. Marys Area
High School Marching Band, the Concert Band,
the Community Band, and the Jazz Band. He

came highly recommended by his music director
as a student who is very talented and excited
about music.
Alex, his girlfriend, and his parents attended
the May 30 polka dance at the Kersey Firemen’s
Hall, where he was presented with the award.
He played several selections with the Frank
Moravcik Band from Cleveland. Those in attendance were impressed with his talent and
his ability to both dance, and play polkas and
other styles of music. Good luck in your future
endeavors, Alex.
SEE MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP
ON PAGE 12

JOE VALENCIC
Lodge 5 Vice President

Have you recommended
a new member lately?
IMPERIAL, Pa. — Take advantage of
SNPJ’s Recommender Program. Every
valid referral earns the recommender $10,
plus an entry in the quarterly drawing
for a chance to win $100. Pay a visit to
the SNPJ website, snpj.org, to complete
an online Recommender form and get a
head start on your reward.

call for

candidates
National Board Region 1
Position Open

This announcement serves as an official call for
candidates for the SNPJ National Board position
of Region 1 Vice President, which encompasses
the jurisdiction and representation of all SNPJ
Lodges in Eastern Allegheny, Cambria, Elk,
Fayette, Somerset and Westmoreland counties
of Pennsylvania. The vacancy occurred June 9,
2021, as a result of the election of Region 1 Vice
President Bro. Kenneth Zakraysek to the SNPJ
National Board Audit Committee.

THE

DEADLINE
The next two PROSVETA issue dates
are Aug. 2 and Sept. 1. All material must
be received by noon on Monday, July
19, for the Aug. 2 issue, and by Monday,
Aug. 16, for the Sept. 1 issue. If you’re
concerned about making the deadline,
send an e-mail to prosveta@snpj.com or
submit your material via the publications
area of our website, snpj.org.

An election will be conducted by SNPJ National
Board members during an August 2021 National
Board conference call meeting. Only candidates
whose eligibility has been verified will be considered as nominees.
A candidate for the National Board should possess qualifications that reflect the complexity
and magnitude of the business and affairs of
the Society. These desired qualifications may
include experience in the areas of accounting,
financial, insurance, legal, business, management and fraternal, among others.
A candidate for the National Board, excluding
Executive Committee, must have been a member
of the Society for at least three (3) continuous
years prior to July 31, 2021, and have attended
at least two of the regular Lodge meetings held
in the last twelve (12) months, and must have
signed his or her name in the Lodge attendance
book or have otherwise been recorded by the
Lodge as being in attendance.
A member cannot qualify as a candidate for the
National Board for any of the following reasons:
(1) While he is suspended or expelled; (2) if he
has been found guilty of defrauding funds of the
Society; (3) if he is on the board or is local Lodge
secretary of another fraternal organization; (4)
if he is an appointed agent of any life insurance
company other than the Society; and (5) if he
is an employee of the Society or has served in
such capacity in the prior five years.
Resumes for this position should be
forwarded by July 31, 2021, to:

Slovene National
Benefit Society

2021 Jerome Troha Music Scholarship recipient Alex Bowser (center, holding certificate) is
flanked by John Troha; Pat Moore; his mother, Amy Bowser; John Moore and
Marcia Bleggi. The scholarship is co-sponsored by SNPJ Lodge 581 in St. Marys, Pa.,
and the North Central Slovenian Polka Boosters.

CLEVELAND — Are you a member of
SNPJ Lodge 5 or the former Lodge 566?
Share your e-mail address for important
messages from Lodge 5. You won’t want to
miss any information and news as Lodge 5
switches to e-mail contacts with members.
Call (216) 481-1379 with your e-mail address or drop a line to Lodge Secretary
Karen Tomsic, 25571 Glenbrook Blvd.,
Euclid, OH 44117.

Joseph C. Evanish
National President/CEO
247 West Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA 15126
Fax: (724) 695-1555
e-mail: pcushman@snpj.com

Maxwell P. Gurney

Born March 14, 2020
Universal, Pa., Lodge 715
The members of SNPJ Lodge 715 welcome
Maxwell Philip Gurney as their newest addition. Maxwell is the son of Ashley M. Gurney
(715), and grandson of Lodge 715 Secretary
Patti Evanish and Jamie Evanish (715). We
welcome Maxwell to the Society and extend
our best wishes to his entire family.

follow SNPJ on
Facebook!

Make snpj.org
your first stop for
SNPJ information
on the go.
Scan the code
to get started.
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Cleveland Federation FarmFest brings Head to Lodge 138
a Miss SNPJ reunion to the SNPJ Farm in Strabane for the
annual Duck Race
by JOE VALENCIC (5)
Cleveland Federation President

KIRTLAND, Ohio — Grammy-winning accordionist Joey Miskulin appears at the SNPJ
Farm on Saturday, July 10, for an all-star tribute
to polka legends Frank Yankovic and Johnny
Pecon. Along with Miskulin, musicians include
the Jeff Pecon Orchestra, Fred Kuhar, Brian
O’Boyle, and Bob Kravos and the Boys in the
Band. SNPJ FarmFest will also salute former
Miss SNPJ Pageant winners, iconic images of
young Slovenian-American women since 1956.
From 1 to 5 p.m., enjoy polka and waltz music
by the Jeff Pecon Orchestra. Joey Miskulin joins
in with lively polkas and smooth waltzes that are
sure to please, along with Fred Kuhar and Brian
O’Boyle. Joey and Fred are Polka Hall of Famers, as are Jeff and John Pecon, just like their late
father, Johnny Pecon. Bob Kravos takes over the
bandstand from 5 to 9 p.m., playing selections in
the spirit of his great uncle, Frankie Yankovic,
America’s Polka King.
Joey Miskulin has shared the stage with stars
such as Johnny Cash, Paul McCartney and John
Denver. You know him better as “Joey, the CowPolka King” from the Nashville combo Riders
in the Sky. He got his start as a teen with the

Yankovic band, and today is Hollywood’s most
sought-after squeezeboxer and an award-winning
music producer for the Disney and Pixar features
“Cars” and “Toy Story 2.”
Meet the former Miss SNPJs in attendance at
5 p.m. The Miss SNPJ Pageant was first held 65
years ago, in 1956, to recognize the young women
who best exemplified the fraternal spirit of the
SNPJ. Miss SNPJ calendars hung in kitchens and
garages from coast to coast.
Indulge in down-home cooking with tasty
choices like smoked Slovenian sausage, pulled
pork, and grandma’s oven-fried potatoes. In
addition, Chef Dean will prepare his famous
mile-high “Full-O-Baloney” sandwiches on
the grill.
The SNPJ Farm is located at 10946 Heath
Road in Kirtland, off Chardon Road (Route 6),
three miles east of Route 306 and six miles west
of Route 44. The gates open at noon. Admission
to the dance is $10; guests under 18 are admitted
free of charge.
FarmFest is hosted by the Cleveland Federation of SNPJ Lodges and the SNPJ Farm Board,
and presented by Monreal Srnick Funerals &
Cremations. For more information, phone (440)
796-6203.

(Periodical postage paid at Imperial, Pa.,
and additional mailing office.)

SNPJ National Board

Executive Committee:

National President/CEO
Joseph C. Evanish

National Secretary/COO
Karen A. Pintar

National Treasurer/CFO
Robert J. Lawrence

Correspondence received at:
247 West Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA 15126-9774
Office hours are Monday-Thursday, 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m.; Fridays, 7:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Finance Committee:

Robert Lawrence, Secretary
Joseph C. Evanish
Roger C. Clifford, Chairman – 568
Lang Rd., Sewickley, PA 15143
Kenneth Anderson – 2400 Derby Rd.,
Birmingham, MI 48009
Richard Hervol – 183 Wylie Ave.,
Strabane, PA 15363

Audit Committee:

Joanna L. Baker, Chairwoman – 301
Cactus Rd., Gallup, NM 87301
Vincent Baselj – 1001 Grandview Ave.,
Apt. 903, Bridgeville, PA 15017
Kenneth J. Zakraysek – 106 Queens
Row, P.O. Box 137, Elton, PA 15934

Regional Vice Presidents:
Region 1: Vacant

Region 2: James L. Curl – 138
Barrington Dr., Oakdale, PA 15071
Region 3: Donald F. Srnick – 29254
Chardon Rd., Willoughby Hills, OH
44092
Region 4: Tracey Anderson – 1014
Edgewood Dr., Royal Oak, MI 48067
Region 5: Justina Rigler – 1116 Berkley
Ln., Lemont, IL 60439
Region 6: Fred Mlakar – 13592
Onkayha Cir., Irvine, CA 92620

SNPJ Recreation Center
270 Martin Road
Enon Valley, PA 16120

(724) 336-5180 • fax (724) 336-6716
Toll-free: 1-877-767-5732
website: www.snpjrec.com
e-mail: snpj@snpjrec.com

Have something for

Up-and-Coming?
Lodge/Organization

Spartans Lodge 576 offers a drawing
bonus for attendance at July 25 picnic
by TONI THOMEY
Lodge 576 Recording Secretary

CLEVELAND — Happy July to all Spartans
Lodge members! It has been quite a year reuniting
with many of you.
We are very excited to be able to hold our annual picnic this year. Please join us for a “Good
Old-Fashioned Picnic” on Sunday, July 25, at the
SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, Ohio. The gates will open
at 1 p.m.; delicious food, including roast beef and
Slovenian sausage dinners, will be served starting
at 2 p.m.; and our very own Patty C & The Guys
will start entertaining at 3 p.m.
If you can volunteer to help at the picnic, please
let me know by calling (216) 744-4710. We will
need setup help, kitchen help, bartenders, and
drawing and refreshment ticket sellers. Even if
you can only help for a few hours, we’d love to
have you!

Presale of our Balina Court Drawing tickets is
going on now. For just $5 per ticket, you’ll have a
chance to win first prize of $300, second prize of
$200, or third prize of $100. Please reach out to
Karen Novak at (216) 965-3181 or Linda Gorjup
at (216) 650-1279 for your tickets today.
We will also be selling these tickets at other
events prior to our picnic, as well as on the day
of the picnic. You don’t need to be present to
win a prize, but if you are attending our July 25
picnic when the drawing is held, a $25 bonus is
offered just for being there to accept your prize.
The next Spartans Lodge 576 meeting will be
held Monday, July 19, starting at 6:30 p.m. We’re
still working on a site for this meeting. Please
stay tuned via e-mails and Facebook posts for
more information.
As always, feel free to contact me with any
questions or suggestions.

by Katie Mavrich Green
Lodge 138

STRABANE, Pa. — Summer is in full swing at
SNPJ Lodge 138!
The summer festivities kick off on July 3 during the Canonsburg, Pa., Fourth of July parade,
taking place on July 3 this year since July 4 falls
on a Sunday. Catch three Slovenian/SNPJ Lodge
138 floats in the parade: the Valencic Brothers &
Friends and the International Button Box Club will
each be performing polkas on their own floats,
and the members of Youth Circle 19 will have a
float as well.
Following the parade, listen to the sounds of
Bucky’s Music while catching up with friends
outside under our pavilion, or cool off inside. Be
sure to stay for the fireworks – there’s a great view
of the show from SNPJ Lodge 138!
On July 17, the 27th Annual Duck Race is a
family-friendly day of fun. Ducks are still available for $5 each and can be purchased at the Lodge
hall or from several members in advance. Karl
Lukitsch & Autobahn will perform at 6 p.m., and
the ducks set sail at 6:30. The kitchen will be open
with a special Duck Race menu for purchase.
Bar bingo is played most Friday and Sunday
afternoons, and on Mondays the International Button Box Club is back for your listening pleasure.
Summer bowling is scheduled every Tuesday, and
alternates are always welcome. Be there at 6:45
p.m. to get added to a team.
Be sure to like our Facebook page at facebook.
com/SNPJ138 so that you can keep up with the latest
news and happenings from Strabane Lodge 138.

SNPJ Heritage Center
hosting weekend event
Heritage weekend
FROM PAGE 1

dance; you can also order food from the Gostilna
menu.
This is a great chance to introduce friends to
polka music and the SNPJ Recreation Center.
Just as a reminder, the SNPJ Heritage Center
Gift Shop and museum are open every Saturday,
including Labor Day weekend, from 1 to 5 p.m.
The shelves have been restocked, and committee
members look forward to sharing our Slovenian
heritage with you since each member has visited
Slovenia at least once.

30 years ago, an orchestrated push for U.S. recognition of Slovenia
recognition
FROM PAGE 1

telegrams were directed to the White
House and State Department, as well
as congressional leaders. SNPJ’s action was immediate and aggressive.
An action hotline was set up utilizing a Western Union mailgram
using a prepared message, allowing members and friends to direct
this plea immediately to the White
House, State Department or their
U.S. congressman. A mailgram and
letter with this option and other options on how to show support was
sent to our Lodges and published
in PROSVETA for several months.
These materials were shared with all
Slovenian groups.
Many SNPJ Lodges and Federations hosted rallies and started
petitions throughout the country.
Meetings were held with numerous
public officials. The Western Pennsylvania SNPJ Federation printed 5,000
postage-paid postcards supporting
pleas for U.S. recognition of Slovenia’s
independence.
SNPJ became part of a very important organization known as the United
Americans for Slovenia (UAS), which
was formed for the sole purpose of

getting our government to recognize
Slovenia’s independence. Key SNPJ
representatives with the UAS included
Betty Rotar, Joe Valencic and Dorothy
Gorjup.
The UAS was formed just after
the declaration of independence. The
organization included hundreds of
Slovenian-American cultural groups,
parishes and fraternal benefit societies – SNPJ, KSKJ, AMLA, PSWA,
SWU – across the country. The UAS
was based in Cleveland, and meetings
were held at the AMLA Headquarters, courtesy of President Stanley
Ziherl. The UAS brought together
virtually all groups regardless of past
differences.
The amount of effort and action
produced by the UAS was immeasurable, from letter and petition
campaigns to rallies and countless
meetings with elected officials at
all levels. We all worked together
hand-in-hand with great passion
for the purpose of achieving U.S.
recognition.
The Representative of the Republic
of Slovenia in the United States during
this critical time, stationed in Cleveland, was Slovenian diplomat Matjaž
Jančar. He worked tirelessly with the

UAS and the Slovenian-American
community on behalf of Slovenia.
He delivered important messages to
all during his speech at Slovenefest
on July 14, 1991.
U.S. Congressman Dennis E. Eckart was perhaps the first congressman
to urge the White House to recognize
and support Slovenia’s independence.
Bro. Eckart, a member of SNPJ Lodge
5 and a former SNPJ National Board
member, was instrumental and invaluable in helping us achieve this critical
recognition.
Within a matter of weeks Slovenia
positioned experienced Slovenian
diplomat Dr. Ernest Petrič in Washington, D.C. We had the opportunity
to meet with Dr. Petrič at the Burr
Ridge SNPJ Home Office during his
Illinois visit, and in Washington during these crucial months. He would
become Slovenia’s first Ambassador
to the United States upon recognition
and served in that capacity for the
ensuing four to five years, attending
many of our national SNPJ events.
The critical U.S. recognition for
Slovenia’s independence as a sovereign nation came on April 7, 1992.
As proud Americans who promote a
democratic way of life to the rest of

the world, our members responded
strongly to this cause. The United
Americans for Slovenia had done a
commendable job.
As we celebrate the 30th anniversary of Slovenia’s existence as
an independent democracy, we can
look back and appreciate those efforts. The success of Slovenia since
1991 has been quite extraordinary.
It has been very gratifying to witness, via in-person visits to Slovenia,
the transformative success over the
years.
Consul General Alenka Jerak is
coordinating 30th anniversary celebrations in several states this coming
September. Minister for Slovenians
Abroad Dr. Helena Jaklitsch will be
attending these celebrations. We look
forward to welcoming this important
dignitary from Slovenia.
One of the events will take place
at the SNPJ Recreation Center, which
the SNPJ Slovenian Heritage Center
Committee will help coordinate. The
event is scheduled Friday, Sept. 17;
attendance is by reservation only.
Look for reservation information
starting Aug. 1
We look forward to celebrating
Slovenia’s 30th anniversary!

Type of Event

Up-and-Coming...

Site

If a concert or dance, who is
performing?

Date
Time
Who to contact

Phone (

)

Complete and return to:
PROSVETA
247 W. Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA 15126-9774
e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society
• JULY 23-25...... SNPJ Young Adult Conference at
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough
of SNPJ, Pa. For additional event details
contact the SNPJ Home Office by phoning 1-800-843-7675 or e-mailing snpj@
snpj.com.
• JULY 25........ SNPJ Spartans Lodge 576 “Good
Old-Fashioned Picnic” at the SNPJ
Farm, Kirtland, Ohio. The gates open
at 1 p.m., dinners served starting at 2;
music by Patty C & The Guys from 3-7
p.m. For additional information contact
Karen Novak at (216) 965-3181 or Linda
Gorjup at (216) 650-1279.

• JULY 30-AUG. 1...... SNPJ Heritage Center
Weekend at the SNPJ Recreation
Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. Music
by Patty C & The Guys in the Gostilna
from 7:30-9:30 p.m. on July 30; morning balina tournament and Polka Bingo
in the Gostilna starting at 7:30 p.m. on
July 31; Frank Stanger Band and the
Western Pa. Button Box Club performing
in the Heritage Pavilion from 2-7 p.m. on
Aug. 1. For information contact the SNPJ
Recreation Center at 1-877-767-5732 or
e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

• AUG. 1-7........ Family Week at the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. For
details phone the Recreation Center
toll-free at 1-877-767-5732. Registration
form available online at snpj.org.
• SEPT. 4......... SNPJ National Golf Tournament at
Black Hawk Golf Course, Beaver Falls,
Pa. Tournament entry form available
online at snpj.org.
• SEPT. 19....... SNPJ Lodge 643 Fall Dance at
Rolling Mills Lounge (formerly Kuzman’s), 1025 S. State St. in Girard,
Ohio; $10 donation. Music by the Frank
Stanger Band from 3 to 7 p.m. For more
information contact Ray Kovac at (330)
824-2154.

PROSVETA
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Slovene National Benefit Society National Board Minutes

Meetings held Nov. 11 and Nov. 16, 2020; and March 26 and June 9, 2021, via conference call
Wednesday, Nov. 11, 2020

The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m. by President Joseph
EVANISH with all National Board members present, with the exception
of Bro. Vincent BASELJ who is excused due to illness.
Also on this call are Society actuary Joseph Steimla, independent
auditor Leo Hannah, attorney Todd Martin, and asset manager
Courtney Madden of Wellington.
President EVANISH states the purpose of the call is to discuss an
opportunity to reinsure a block of our annuity business. President
EVANISH gives the background on the Society annuity business,
stating that from 1990 to 2003 we sold annuities with a guaranteed
rate of 4%, from 2003-2012 they were sold with a 3% guaranteed
rate, and then from 2012 to the present with either a 1.25% or 2%
guaranteed rate. We are currently selling these at a 2% minimum
guaranteed rate. The total funds in the 4% and 3% annuity blocks
are approximately $100 million. President EVANISH explains about
spread compression and discusses that the effects of executing a
reinsurance agreement would have assets decrease, but surplus
and RBC increase.
President EVANISH reviews the information in the coinsurance
agreement with the Board. He states that Leo Hannah researched
the accounting treatment of this reinsurance, and Mr. Hannah also
consulted with the NAIC regarding this while keeping National Treasurer Robert LAWRENCE apprised of the discussions.
President EVANISH reviews the Summary of Operations with the
Board to explain how the net gain will be reflected. He then goes on
to give background information on reinsurer Heritage Life Insurance
Company; reviews the information on the ownership of Heritage;
addresses their asset management firm; reviews Heritage financial
highlights vs. peers, as provided by Wellington; reviews the investments that Heritage holds in general and the NAIC ratings; presents
to the Board the other fraternal clients that Heritage reinsures; reviews
all risks involved with reinsurance of annuity business; and reviews
the fees that would be paid to Heritage to complete the reinsurance
agreement, as well as the administration fees SNPJ will receive.
Actuary Joseph Steimla talks about the provision for recapture in
the event of an insolvency of the reinsurer, and points out that the
market value of our bonds is currently much higher than our book
value in a potential sale of the bonds.
Wellington asset manager Courtney Madden talks about the timing
of the sale of bonds, and that it will take approximately two weeks
to complete.
There are questions and comments by attorney Todd Martin, actuary Joe Steimla, auditor Leo Hannah, and Brothers Fred MLAKAR
and James CURL.
President EVANISH states that we want to give the National Board
time to review the information and think about the decision, and we
will meet via conference call again on Nov. 16, 2020, to potentially
make a decision on the reinsurance.
The meeting adjourned at 2:22 p.m. on a motion by Bro. Roger
CLIFFORD, second by Bro. Rick HERVOL.
Respectfully submitted,
Karen A. Pintar, FLMI, CCP, AIAA
National Secretary/COO

Monday, Nov. 16, 2020

The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m. by President Joseph
EVANISH with all National Board members present, with the exception of Brothers Vincent BASELJ and James CURL who were
excused due to illness.
Also on the call are Society actuary Joseph Steimla, independent
auditor Leo Hannah, attorney Todd Martin, and Wellington asset
manager Courtney Madden.
President EVANISH states that now that the Board has had time
to think about the reinsurance agreement, he would welcome any
questions or comments.
Discussion and questions from Sis. Tracey ANDERSON and Bro.
Fred MLAKAR. Actuary Joseph Steimla talks about increase in
RBC and capital that would occur; auditor Leo Hannah talks about
the risk of default by the reinsurer; attorney Todd Martin talks about
default being the biggest risk issue, and that the agreement is very
reasonable; Wellington asset manager Courtney Madden explains
how this can strengthen the portfolio. All consultants respond in
support of the proposal.
After all questions and comments are addressed, all consultants
leave the conference call meeting.
A motion is made by Bro. Ken ANDERSON, second by Bro. Rick
HERVOL, to enter into a coinsurance arrangement between SNPJ
and Heritage Life Insurance Company whereby Heritage would
reinsure the 4% and 3% block of annuity business. Motion approved.
Other Business
President EVANISH reports that the Home Office is closed for the
week due to Covid exposure.
Motion to adjourn at 1:45 p.m. by Bro. Roger CLIFFORD, second
by Bro. Ken ZAKRAYSEK. Motion approved.
Respectfully submitted,

Karen A. Pintar, FLMI, CCP, AIAA
National Secretary/COO

conference call meetings were approved, and the minutes from
the Sept. 25, 2020, National Board meeting conference call were
ratified on a motion by Bro. Kenneth ANDERSON, second by Bro.
Roger CLIFFORD.
Approved with no objections to receive all reports.

National President’s Report

March 2021
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters. Welcome to our semiannual
National Board meeting as we report and discuss the operation of
our fraternal organization. We look forward to a positive and informative meeting with a valuable exchange of ideas for the benefit
of the Society.
The Society was saddened by the sudden passing of Bro. Kevin
Richards in December. Kevin served as the SNPJ Fraternal Director
since 1993. In May of 2020 he took on a new and important job as
the SNPJ Recreation Center Director. As we all know, Kevin was
well known and respected across SNPJ and the fraternal industry.
As a manager and leader he was trustworthy, loyal, reliable and
inspirational to everyone he worked with and met. He played a key
and positive role in the Society for decades, and he will be missed.
Marketing
For the year 2020, the Society issued 326 policies with a face amount
of $9,482,642. The total life insurance in force is $250,289,263.
There were 208 new members enrolled during the year, compared
to 239 the previous year. First-year annualized life premium was
about same as compared to the previous year. Annuity premium
increased to $8,935,566 in 2019, compared to $6,298,470 in 2020.
National Sales Director David Ely works with and supports our
existing sales force on a daily basis. He consistently and actively
pursues the recruitment of new agents and agencies. David also
continues to author the “We’ve Got You Covered” insurance column in
PROSVETA. The Sales Department continues regular communication
with the sales force through e-mail newsletters and phone contact.
Social media has been utilized as a tool to promote member engagement within the Society. There are informational posts about
life insurance through our resource, “Life Happens.” Sales Assistant
Gina Wise does a great job administering the social media program
as a way to promote more interest in the life and annuity offerings.
New tools have been created and updated for the agents. These
include application checklists, form instruction sheets and appointment forms. A simplified new member brochure was developed that
is customized for agents.
The pandemic has made the insurance business very challenging.
Restrictions make it difficult to participate in the traditional process
of selling insurance. We have managed to bring in some degree of
premium; however, production is down this year.
After completing the filing of new premiums associated with the
compliance of the CSO tables for 2020, changes in interest rates
this year that affect the pricing of life insurance products will cause
the industry to once again adjust premiums. We have been working
with our actuary to prepare for this.
The Lodge Bonus Program includes an incentive for new member
enrollment. For every 10 new members enrolled, a Lodge receives
a $100 bonus. Congratulations to the following Lodges who earned
bonuses: Lodge 6, Sygan, Pa.; Lodge 31, Sharon, Pa.; Lodge 106,
Imperial, Pa.; Lodge 584, Milwaukee; Lodge 715, Universal, Pa.;
and Lodge 749, Johnstown, Pa.
Fraternal Department
The fraternal activities segment of our organization has also been a
challenge. Most of our fraternal activities and events were canceled
due to safety concerns and restrictions surrounding the pandemic.
The few events that did take place were able to be managed in a
safe manner based on the type of events they were. This included
Family Week, during which families stayed in their own cabins. It
also included the National Golf Tournament played on Sept. 5, 2020,
at Stonecrest Golf Course.
The activity portion of the Lodge Bonus Program continued in 2020.
Lodges that sponsor and report on at least four activities, one of which
is a community service or charitable benefit project, are designated
as a Gold Activity Lodge and received a $300 reward. Lodges that
sponsor and report on at least two activities are designated as a
Silver Activity Lodge and received a $200 reward.
The SNPJ Home Office recommended that Lodges follow all appropriate CDC and local guidelines regarding any local activities.
Many Lodges did a great job with COVID-safe types of projects and
are complimented for their successful efforts in this difficult time.
Congratulations to the following Lodges for earning the Gold Level
for Activity in 2020, thus earning a reward of $300: Lodge 1, Chicago;
Lodge 2, LaSalle, Ill.; Lodge 6, Sygan, Pa.; Lodge 8, Chicago; Lodge
158, Euclid, Ohio; Lodge 449, Cicero, Ill.; Lodge 518, Melvindale,
Mich.; Lodge 559, Chicago; Lodge 581, St. Marys, Pa.; Lodge 723,
Fontana, Calif.; Lodge 729, Yukon, Pa.; Lodge 745, Grass Valley,
Calif.; and Lodge 782, Glenshaw, Pa.
Congratulations to the following Lodges for attaining the Silver
Level for Activity in 2020, thus earning a reward of $200: Lodge
34, Indianapolis; Lodge 225, Girard, Kan.; Lodge 677, Detroit; and
Lodge 771, Hillsville, Pa.
All Lodges will receive a Lodge Activity Reporting Form in the fall of
2021 to be completed and returned by Jan. 15, 2022.

Fraternal Industry
SNPJ continues to maintain connections with the fraternal industry
through a network of local, state and national trade affiliates. This
includes Executive Committee participation in the Fraternal Societies
of Greater Pittsburgh (FSGP), the Pennsylvania Fraternal Alliance
(PFA), and the American Fraternal Alliance (the Alliance).
The executive officers continue to be active in the FSGP, although
the luncheon meetings which are normally held throughout the fall,
winter and spring were canceled until it becomes safe. National
Secretary Karen Pintar continues to serve as secretary of the FSGP.
The FSGP meetings include representatives of several fraternals
headquartered or having a presence in Western Pennsylvania.
The Pennsylvania Fraternal Alliance is the largest and most active
state fraternal alliance in the country. There are several more fraternal
benefit societies domiciled in Pennsylvania than any other state.
The PFA annual meeting normally held in October was canceled.
The Alliance Encore Event and Annual Meeting took place virtually
in December. There were a number of topics to choose from. The
virtual platform allowed one to move to different topics and presenters,
which was very efficient and productive. I also participated in some
of the webinars offered by the Alliance during this period.
SNPJ joined the Life Insurance Council (LIC), which is a council of
LOMA, earlier in the year. This makes us a member of LOMA as
well. LIC is an organization that provides a forum for senior-level
life insurance executives of small to midsize companies serving the
modest to middle income market. There are a number of “fraternal”
members. I’ve participated in some of the webinars and conference
calls during this period. I participate in the CEO virtual meetings
which are helpful in discussing what the industry is adjusting to
during these unprecedented times.
Financial
Important steps were taken to improve the overall financial strength
and stability of the organization. This was accomplished through
reinsuring a portion of our annuity business. By doing this, we were
able to increase surplus, improve net income, increase the book
yield and quality of the portfolio, and improve RBC. The action also
improved our overall risk profile by reducing our long-term interest
guarantee risk.
SNPJ entered into an annuity reinsurance treaty encompassing
approximately $98 million worth of reserves on annuities with guarantee interest rates of 4.0 percent and 3.0 percent. The Society’s
annuity reinsurance agreement, effective Dec. 1, 2020, is with the
accredited reinsurer Heritage Life Insurance Company domiciled
in Arizona with total adjusted capital of approximately $900 million
and $6 billion in assets.
Under this agreement the reserves are transferred to the reinsurer,
which resulted in the reduction of SNPJ’s assets by approximately
$91 million. The favorable financial impact is that SNPJ’s surplus
increased by about 60 percent because of realized gains from the
liquidated investments to fund this transaction.
We appreciate the help and expertise of our key consultants with this
project: actuary Joe Steimla, auditor Leo Hannah from H2R CPA,
Courtney Madden and the asset management team at Wellington,
and attorney Todd Martin. I also appreciate the diligence of executive
officers Karen Pintar and Bob Lawrence.
Annuity reinsurance adds another layer of protection for these older
SNPJ annuities. This has virtually no effect on our annuity certificate
holder members. Annuity holder membership in SNPJ remains
unchanged. SNPJ staff continues to administer the annuities, and
annuity payments continue to be paid by SNPJ. The terms on these
annuity contracts do not change.
Conclusion
The COVID-19 pandemic has affected our lives in ways we couldn’t
have imagined. It has changed the way we socialize and communicate,
and the way we work. Unfortunately, the loss of family or friends,
co-workers as well, has been felt.
SNPJ has adjusted to the guidelines and restrictions as far as how
we operate from a business and fraternal standpoint. We have exceptional management and staff who have kept the life insurance/
Home Office administration operating without interruption.
The decades of experience and dedication of our Chief Operations
Officer (COO) and Chief Financial Officer (CFO) are certainly
invaluable for the Society. National Secretary/COO Karen Pintar
and National Treasurer/CFO Robert Lawrence continue to do an
excellent job for the SNPJ. It’s an honor to work with such a great
executive team.
Executive Assistant Peggy Cushman continues to do a good job
supporting the Executive Committee, handling regular projects and
duties. She has been exceptional in taking on additional duties as
necessary.
The National Board has been very supportive during this time.
There have been some important and difficult considerations that
the Board has dealt with because of the pandemic. We appreciate
the Board’s patience in dealing with decisions virtually during this
period. May our decisions and actions be in the best interest and
welfare of the SNPJ.
Fraternally,
Joseph C. Evanish, FLMI
National President/CEO

The meeting was called to order at 9 a.m. by President Joseph
EVANISH with 14 National Board members and one Young Adult
Representative present. All gave their fraternal greetings.
President EVANISH asked that everyone be thoughtful and considerate in their remarks.
The Board held a moment of silence for deceased members Bro.
Kevin Richards, SNPJ Fraternal Director/Recreation Center Director; Bro. Stan Repos, SNPJ National Board member and Audit
Committee Chairman; and all members who were deceased since
the last Board meeting.
Time of Sessions: With no objections, the sessions were set to be
9 a.m. until 5 p.m., with 10 minute breaks and 45 minutes for lunch.
The Order of Business is approved with no objections.
Correspondence received was sent to all Board members prior to
this meeting and will be discussed under “Unfinished Business.”
The minutes from the Nov. 11, 2020, and Nov. 16, 2020, Board

Publications
The SNPJ member news source, the PROSVETA publication, is
designed and managed by Editor Jay Sedmak. After ceasing publication for a few months due to COVID-19, monthly issues started
back up in July. We appreciate the contributions from our scribes
who have done their best during a difficult time as far as promoting
activities go.
The printed publication is available online, and many of our members
have chosen to receive an e-mail notification of the online issue
instead of receiving a printed copy in the mail.
Our five websites continue to be hosted and supported by 3Seed
Marketing/Design/Interactive. 3Seed has completed the conversions
of all five SNPJ websites (snpj.com, snpjrec.com, snpjheritage.org,
alpineroom.com and slovenefest.com) to responsive-design sites in
the WordPress platform. Jay oversaw the project of the redesign of
our main website, which launched at the end of June 2020. All are
mobile-device friendly at this point.

National President’s Report
President EVANISH stated that the passing of Bro. Kevin Richards
was a difficult loss for all of us, as was the recent passing of Bro.
Stanley Repos. He highlighted his report, stating that new members
and business were down during the pandemic; the sales director is
working with some agencies to get sales agents; informs the Board
of DocuSign for use in online applications; states that the Society
Facebook posts have been more frequent thanks to Sales Assistant
Sis. Gina Wise; explains that a number of fraternal activities were
canceled due to Covid; that all websites are now in a responsive
design that is mobile-friendly; that the Pennsylvania examination is
to start soon; reports that he attended several American Fraternal
Alliance online workshops as well as some LOMA webinars; that
annuity reinsurance arrangement helped the financials and surplus,
and resulted in the RBC now at 854.
A “Statement of Material Transaction” was provided to the Pennsylvania Insurance Department with a copy of the Annuity Reinsurance
Agreement in December. Currently reviewing what will be done with
the fraternal director position.
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Motion by Bro. Fredrick MLAKAR, second by Bro. Kenneth ZAKRAYSEK, to approve the report. Motion approved.

National Secretary’s Report

For the period July 1 through Dec. 31, 2020
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters, and welcome to the
semiannual meeting of the SNPJ National Board.
The following report relates to the activities and business conducted
through the Office of the National Secretary for the period shown
above. Additional information is included, where appropriate, for
the entire year 2020.
SNPJ Home Office
Personnel
At the end of December 2020, we employ 12 full-time employees
(including the Executive Committee) and one temporary, part-time
employee.
Insurance Administration
We currently have one office manager; two full-time employees and
one part-time employee. These individuals handle all of the day-today operations of a life insurance/annuity company. We hope that
once the pandemic is over to retain at least one additional part-time
person for this area.
Information Technology
We have contracted with a new managed services provider prior to
the end of the year. We recently approved an upgrade of three of
our servers with the work to implement them to be done after the
beginning of the year.
We continue to work with our IT consultant on a variety of projects, and
Bro. Jeff Cadez continues to handle the daily routines and reporting
requirements, and works closely with the managed services company.
Products
Since the filing of all products in the states in which we are actively
selling insurance, and the approvals received for all but the term
product in California, the valuation interest rate will change effective
Jan. 1, 2021, and as a result, all products required new premium
rate pricing to avoid deficiency reserves. We are currently working
on implementing new plan codes to reflect this interest rate change.
In addition, it looks like the interest rate that cash and non-forfeiture
values are based is also changing, and we will more than likely have
to re-file in some fashion all of the plans that were most recently
approved with all states. Cash values on all permanent life insurance
products, reduced paid-up insurance, and extended term values will
all be affected.
Lodges & Lodge Secretaries
Lodges
As of Dec. 31, 2020, we have 80 Lodges.
Top 5 Lodges in Membership:
Lodge

City/State

Members

138
Strabane, Pa.
6
Sygan, Pa.
584
Milwaukee
158
Euclid, Ohio
106
Imperial, Pa.
Top 5 Lodges in New Members 2020:

Lodge

584
31
106
6
715

City/State

Milwaukee
Sharon, Pa.
Imperial, Pa.
Sygan, Pa.
Universal, Pa.

2,233
1,868
1,418
1,343
1,207

Ins. in Force

$20,008,298
$20,422,601
$18,168,168
$11,438,046
$14,240,020

New Members

45
21
20
18
15

		Matured............................................... 1
		 Surrendered...................................... 73
		 Death Claim.................................... 121
		 Total Decrease................................ 197
Annuities on Dec. 31, 2020.........................................4,039
Accident & Health (A&H)
As of Dec. 31, 2020, there are 2,880 A&H policies remaining.
A&H polices on Jan. 1, 2020.......................................3,194
Increase by:
		Reinstatement..................................... 4
		 Total Increase...................................... 4
Decrease by:
		Cancel............................................. 103
		Expiry...............................................119
		 Death Claim...................................... 96
Total Decrease..................................... 318
A&H Policies as of Dec. 31, 2020................................2,880

While the Society has taken measures of action concerning expenses
over the past years and has shown a steady decrease in expenses
since 2014, in 2020 there was a three percent increase in total
general expense over 2019. Although most general expense items
decreased from 2019 to 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic significantly
increased the Society’s real estate expense related to the operation
of the SNPJ Recreation Center.
In December, we were all stunned and saddened with the sudden
passing of longtime Fraternal Director and newly named Recreation
Center Director Bro. Kevin Richards. Kevin was truly a fraternal gem,
and his always upbeat outlook and friendly demeanor will be sorely
missed by all of us who had the pleasure of knowing him.
Following are financial statements and a summary of investment
transactions for the period.
Respectfully submitted,

Fraternal Activities
Slovene National Benefit Society
I remain the president of SNPJ Lodge 6 in Sygan, Pa., and a member of the Board of Directors of the Sygan American Slovene Club.
Of course, due to the pandemic, almost all national fraternal programs
were canceled during the period of this report.
Fraternal Societies of Greater Pittsburgh
I continue to serve as secretary of this organization; however, there
were no activities other than the Christmas party that was held and
that I did not attend.

Summary of investments purchased from July 1 through Dec. 31, 2020:

Conclusion
Much thanks to the staff and managers at the SNPJ Home Office
for the good work that they do.
I have no words for the devastating loss of SNPJ Recreation Center/
Fraternal Director Kevin Richards. His loss is heartbreaking, both
personally and professionally. Kevin was the very example of fraternalism, and I don’t believe he ever went anywhere that he didn’t make
a friend. He had a positive impact on so very many of our members,
from the very young at Youth Roundup and then teenagers at TEL
and young adults at the Young Adult Conferences, to our seniors at
Senior Week, and then all of those age groups at SNPJ Family Weeks.
He was certainly a great ambassador for SNPJ. He is very missed.
Fraternally,
Karen A. Pintar, FLMI, CCP, AIAA
National Secretary/COO

National Secretary’s Report
National Secretary Karen PINTAR reviewed her report with the
Board and stated that the Insurance Administration Department will
be searching for a part-time employee once the pandemic is over;
reported that the software for the insurance administration system
will need to be updated and possibly replaced within a few years;
and stated that reporting deadlines for Lodges was extended to
June 1, 2021, due to the difficulty in holding in-person meetings for
many Lodges.
Motion to approve the report by Sis. Joanna BAKER, second by Sis.
Tina RIGLER. Motion approved.
President EVANISH mentions the additional work that was done
by Sis. PINTAR for the reinsurance agreement, and the additional
duties for her and Office Manager Sis. Ruth Wright for death claims.

National Treasurer’s Report

Insurance in Force
Life Insurance
As of Dec. 31, 2020, we have 32,960 life policies representing
$250,289,263 of insurance in force.
Policies on Jan. 1, 2020............................................33,752
Increase by:
		 Issued and Paid.............................. 199
		Reinstated......................................... 12
Total Increase...................................211
Decrease by:
		Deaths............................................. 586
		 Cash Surrenders............................. 197
		Canceled........................................... 40
		Expiry................................................ 75
		Matured............................................. 47
		Lapsed.............................................. 58
		 Total Decrease............................. 1,003
Policies as of Dec. 31, 2020......................................32,960
Annuities
As of Dec. 31, 2020, we have 4,039 annuity contracts with a fund
value of $149,886,193.
Annuities on Jan. 1, 2020............................................4,109
Increase by:
		 Issued and Paid.............................. 127
Total Increase.................................. 127
Decrease by:
		 Cancel after issue............................... 2

March 2021
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters. The year 2020 was quite
notable in many respects. Few, if any, have experienced some of
the events that transpired during the past 12 months. As the world
addresses how to move forward given the events and challenges
presented this past year, SNPJ likewise is addressing these challenges to help our Society move forward.
While a playbook to address some of these challenges either does
not exist or is very thin on material, the Society made significant
changes to address risk going forward. To address the ongoing
and ever-lower fixed income yields, the Society reinsured the highguarantee block of annuities during the year. While SNPJ continues
to service and administrate those annuity policies, the liability has
transferred to a reinsurer. This transaction has had an impact on
the year-end financial statement.
As a result of the reinsurance transaction, assets decreased 42
percent, liabilities decreased 46 percent, and surplus increased
58 percent from 2019. On the asset side of the balance sheet,
bonds were sold to fund the reinsurance transaction, resulting in
a 43 percent decrease in bond holdings; and likewise, cash, other
invested assets, and investment due and accrued all showed large
scale decreases for the year. Assets totaled $122,206,641 at year
end 2020, down from $213,265,550 at year end 2019. On the liability
side, reserves decreased 49 percent due to the transfer of the liability
for the reinsured annuity block of business, and the asset valuation
reserve decreased 32 percent due to the decrease in assets. The
net effect of these significant changes to the balance sheet was a
$4,393,586 increase in surplus from year end 2019.
Even though there were significant changes to the balance sheet, there
were no significant changes to the Society’s asset allocations during
the year. Fixed income securities and cash totaling $116,798,180
represent 97 precent of the Society’s total invested assets. Real
estate holdings of the Home Office and the SNPJ Recreation Center
total $2,064,986, representing 1.7 percent of invested assets. The
remaining 1.3 percent of invested assets is comprised of certificate
loans, mortgages, and other invested assets.
Net income for the year after refunds and after realized capital gains
and losses was a gain of $4,298,097. This large gain was due to the
accounting treatment for gains from the sale of bonds to fund the
reinsurance transaction. Adjusting for the impact of the reinsurance
transaction, both annuity premium and life premium decreased in
2020. Annuity premium decreased 29 percent from the prior year,
while life premium decreased nine percent. Investment income
was also impacted by the reinsurance transaction. Net investment
income decreased 7.4 percent from the prior year. While the disposal
of bonds to fund the transaction will decrease the total amount of
investment income going forward, the book yield on the remaining
portfolio has increased from 4.43 percent as of June 30 to 4.74
percent as of Dec. 31, 2020.
Insurance and annuity benefit claims decreased nine percent from
2019 to 2020. Death benefit payments on life insurance decreased
$137,001, or 7.9 percent, from 2019 to $1,598,297, while cash
surrenders on life policies increased three percent from 2019. Total
annuity payments of cash surrenders and death payments decreased
from the previous year with the total amount paid of $12,124,516,
a 9.5 percent decrease from 2019.

NATIONAL SECRETARY’S REPORT

NATIONAL TREASURER’S REPORT

Membership
Membership Count
On Dec. 31, 2020, the active membership of the Society is:
Adult.................27,976
Youth...................2,006
Total..................29,982
The total membership declined for the year by 662 members.
Membership Statistics
Members as of Jan. 1, 2020......................................30,644
Increase by:
		 New Members................................. 208
Total Increase.................................. 208
Decrease by:
		Deaths............................................. 491
		 Cash Surrendered........................... 182
		Expired.............................................. 76
		Canceled........................................... 46
		Lapse................................................ 34
		Matured............................................. 15
		 Suspended pending death................ 15
		 Suspended pending maturity........... 11
Total Decrease................................ 870
Members as of Dec. 31, 2020...................................29,982
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Robert J. Lawrence
National Treasurer/CFO

		PAR
NAME & DESCRIPTION
COST
VALUE
Bond Purchases 7/1-12/31
$6,462,397
$6,075,000
Common Stock
92
92
Mortgages Granted
0
0
Total Purchases 7-1-20 through 12-31-20

$6,462,489

$6,075,092

Summary of investments disposed of from July 1 through Dec. 31, 2020:
NAME & DESCRIPTION
Bonds Disposals 7/1-12/31
Principal Paydowns: Mortgage/Asset Backed
Principal Paydowns: Gov’t Agency
Mortgage Payments

CONSIDERATION
$104,413,977
1,046,469
724,802
0

PAR
VALUE
$90,735,000
1,052,174
724,800
0

BOOK
VALUE
$92,851,706
1,041,117
724,802
0

Total Disposals 7-1-20 through 12-31-20

$106,185,248

$92,511,974

$94,617,625

SEE FINANCIAL SUMMARIES
ON PAGE 7

National Treasurer’s Report
National Treasurer Robert LAWRENCE reviewed his report and
presents the four major events that affected the financial reports last
year: the reinsurance of the 3% and 4% block of annuity business,
the lump-sum payout of some past employee pension benefits, the
additional expense of computer consulting, and the losses due to
Covid at the SNPJ Recreation Center.
He reported that assets decreased $91 million as a result of the
annuity reinsurance transaction, that investment income was down
as a result of holding fewer assets in the portfolio, and that the writein for liability increased as a result of the decrease in the discount
rate of the pension plan. Surplus went from $7.5 million in 2019 to
$11.9 million in 2020, and there were additional payments to fund
the Recreation Center in the amount of $275,000.
Question by Sis. Tracey ANDERSON. Motion by Bro. MLAKAR,
second by Bro. Roger CLIFFORD, to approve the report. Motion
approved.
President EVANISH remarks on the additional duties that Bro.
Lawrence has taken on with the reinsurance transaction and a new
annual statement software package.

Finance Committee Report

July 1 through Dec. 31, 2020
Fraternal greetings and welcome to the semiannual National Board
meeting, Brothers and Sisters of the Slovene National Benefit Society.
Our hearts are heavy as we mourn the December 2020 passing
of SNPJ Fraternal Director and Recreation Center Director Bro.
Kevin Richards. As we reflect on his contributions and his service
to the SNPJ, we know that there is an emptiness in our hearts and
within the Society.
The Finance Committee continues to follow the Rules of Procedure
approved by this Board to promote an efficient investment and
monitoring of our Society’s funds. Our bond maturity distribution at
Dec. 31, 2020, compared to Dec. 31, 2019, was as follows, along
with a listing of the SNPJ portfolio by investment category:
Dec. 31, 2020
Less than 1 Year
$5,592,291
4.8%
1 to 10 years
42,763,167
36.9%
10 to 20 years
36,613,647
31.6%
Over 20 years
30,961,888
26.7%
Total Bonds
$115,930,993 100.0%

Dec. 31, 2019
$7,275,803
3.5%
88,904,254 43.4%
59,644,366 29.1%
49,205,460 24.0%
$205,029,883 100.0%

			Percent
Market
Statement of Total

Yield

Corporate Bonds
$92,707,254
Taxable Municipal
33,396,475
Agency CMBS
4,122,809
Commercial MBS
3,599,384
Agency CMOs
3,074,488
Non-Agency CMOs
917,060
Agency Passthroughs
678,315
Asset Backed Securities
421,101

$76,095,531 63.17% 4.70%
27,999,279 23.24% 4.90%
3,819,912 3.17% 4.18%
3,380,915 2.81% 4.31%
2,784,557 2.31% 4.56%
851,009 0.71% 4.55%
609,464 0.51% 3.89%
390,326 0.32% 4.68%

Total Bonds

115,930,993 96.24% 4.74%

138,916,886

Common Stock
18,819
18,819 0.02%
Other Assets
740,388
580,922 0.48%
Mortgages
282,984
282,984 0.23%
Real Estate
2,064,986
2,064,986 1.71%
Cash & Certificate Loans 1,578,163
1,578,163 1.31%
Total Invested Assets $143,602,226 $120,456,867 100.00%

1.50%
6.06%
2.75%
4.70%
3.00%
4.72%

*Any difference in totals is due to rounding.

Portfolio Risk Analysis
Date

Dec. 2015
Dec. 2016
Dec. 2017
Dec. 2018
Dec. 2019
Dec. 2020

Duration

7.64
8.33
8.48
8.11
8.66
9.44

Avg. Rating

A+
A
A
A
A
A

Book Yield

4.86
4.82
4.75
4.64
4.51
4.74

Market Yield

3.75
3.75
3.51
4.18
3.11
2.19

Wellington Management Company, LLP, continues to monitor the
portfolio and manage the assets within the guidelines set forth by
the Finance Committee and approved by the National Board. The
Finance Committee works with the asset manager to determine
appropriate risk measures for the portfolio with the goal of optimizing the portfolio yield while maintaining a high quality portfolio and
matching the Society’s liability cash flow needs. The ongoing low
interest rate environment continues to make it very challenging
when trying to cover current contract guarantees without taking on
excessive amounts of risk.
The COVID-19 pandemic continues to affect the U.S. markets.
While the stock market has recovered from a big decline at the
beginning of the pandemic, U.S. Treasury yields have remained
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within a historically low range. The benchmark 10-year Treasury
rate, which had decreased to 0.66 percent at the end of June, has
increased modestly and ended at 0.93 percent on Dec. 31, 2020.
The 30-year Treasury yield was 1.41 percent at June 30 and ended
at 1.65 percent on Dec. 31. This ultra-low interest rate environment
continues to make it very challenging when trying to cover current
contract guarantees without taking on excessive amounts of risk.
During the period, the Society entered into a reinsurance agreement
to transfer the liabilities on the high-guarantee rate annuity block
of business. Our asset manager, Wellington, devised and enacted
a well designed bond sales program to raise the cash needed to
fund this transaction. This program was designed to ensure that the
remaining portfolio would continue to provide the investment income
necessary to meet ongoing liability obligations and continue to meet
the guidelines set forth by the National Board, while also designed
to pare back on credit issues in the portfolio and maximize gains
on the sale of the bonds.
As a result of the program, the book yield on the portfolio increased
from 4.43 percent as of June 30 to 4.74 percent as of Dec. 31, 2020,
while maintaining an S&P weighted average quality rating of A. The
effective duration of the portfolio as of year end is 9.4 years.
Investment yields on purchases made in the second half of 2020
averaged 3.27 percent. These investments had a 24-year average
life with an average S&P credit quality of A+.
Below is a summary of transactions for the period of July 1 to Dec.
31, 2020.
Purchases: 7/1-12/31
Disposals: 7/1-12/31

$6,075,000

Par

$6,462,397

Cost

Rating

Par

Consideration

Gains

$90,396,129

$104,219,155

A

$11,706,317

SNPJ FINANCE COMMITTEE
Roger C. Clifford, Chairman
Joseph C. Evanish, Committee Member
Ken Anderson, Committee Member
Richard Hervol, Committee Member
Robert J. Lawrence, Committee Member

Finance Committee Report
Finance Committee Chairman Bro. Roger CLIFFORD presents the
report of the committee. President EVANISH remarks that there were
a lot of additional transactions in the portfolio as a result of the sale
of bonds for the Heritage Life reinsurance transaction. This also
allowed the opportunity to “clean up” the portfolio and left us with a
higher yielding, stronger portfolio.
Motion to approve the report by Sis. ANDERSON, second by Sis.
BAKER. Motion approved.

SNPJ Audit Committee Report

July-December 2020
Date of Report: 3-26-2021
Fraternal greetings, SNPJ Executive Committee, SNPJ National
Board and SNPJ members. The Audit Committee met by conference
call on March 23-24, 2021, for their semiannual meetings.
The semiannual review consisted of a meeting with Leo Hanna and
Sara Beauseigneur, and interviews with the Executive Committee.
Condolences
Our condolences go out to the families of SNPJ Recreation Center
Director Kevin Richards and National Board member Stan Repos,
and to all the families of members we lost this year.
Routine Oversight Report Reviews
Routine oversight of invoices, checks, receipts, conflict of interest
and ethics forms, and new agent files will be done prior to the September 2021 Board meeting out of an abundance of caution due to
travel and the pandemic.
Complaints/Grievances
There were no complaints or grievances in this period.
SNPJ Financials
The Society’s independent auditor-partner Leo Hannah and Sara
Beauseigneur of H2R CPA met with the Audit Committee to review
the Society’s annual audit report. It was reported that all things
were in order.
According to both Leo and Sarah of H2R, the Society looks good
financially, considering the year we had in 2020. As expected, due
to COVID-19 our expenses increased while our revenue decreased
at the Recreation Center. We are hoping that this upcoming year
will be a better year as we are able to open back up based on state
regulations. Sales were down, but again, hopefully 2021 will be a
better year for bringing in new business, and steps are being taken
to ensure that. The Society’s RBC rating looks very strong because
of the annuity reinsurance transaction that the Board approved in
November 2020. This puts the Society in a good place financially
with low-risk liability.
Executive Committee Meeting
On Wednesday, March 24, the Audit Committee met with the Executive Committee as a group by conference call.
The five-year Pennsylvania Insurance Department examination will
be coming due after Dec. 31, 2020. Per Bro. Robert Lawrence, the
pre-examination survey has been submitted. The state will look at
it and base their examination on it. No date has been set, but Bro.
Lawrence is anticipating sometime within the next three months.
Lodges and Membership
Membership continues to be a challenge; however, the sales team
is working on building new business and will be slowly implementing DocuSign, which is software designed to help speed up the
application process.
COVID-19: SNPJ Home Office
The office is operating in accordance with current CDC protocols and
will continue to do so. Employees are encouraged to get vaccinated
and will be given necessary time off, if needed, to accomplish that.
SNPJ Defined Benefit Pension Plan
As outlined in the audit report for the September 2020 Board meeting, steps were taken to reduce the Society’s pension liability. A
one-time, lump-sum pension benefit payment was offered to a group
of terminated vested employees in the Society’s pension retirement
plan. The payments, made in December and totaling $450,400, will
reduce the pension liability going forward.
AUDIT COMMITTEE REPORT
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SNPJ Recreation Center
It has been a difficult year for revenue due to pandemic restrictions.
Management and staff reviewed options and made efforts to reduce
variable costs. Weddings and event reservations are picking up for
2021, which will help with revenue. Twice, the Payroll Protection
Program funds were applied for and received, which helped with
some of the fixed payroll expenses. The amount for the first loan
was recently forgiven, as lined out in the PPP program. This should
be the same for the second loan as well.
Leo Hannah suggested applying for the employee retention credit,
which is being worked on. Bro. Tim Jergel will stay on as Recreation
Center Director for the upcoming season, considering the passing
of Kevin Richards. The position will be filled at a later date, or when
the facility can be opened at 100 percent.

We continue to receive donations from our members as honors
and memorials to their loved ones. We are most appreciative for all
contributions. We extend our sincere thanks to all who contributed to
this most worthy cause which benefits so many of our young adults.

Fraternal Director
Because there are not as many activities planned for the upcoming
season, it is felt that the Fraternal Director position can be handled
as a part-time position, which will be considered when needed. This
will be further discussed at the Board meeting.

President EVANISH welcomes Society auditors Leo Hannah and Sara
Beauseigneur to the conference call meeting. Leo Hannah expresses
condolences on the loss of Bro. Richards and Bro. Repos. Sara
Beauseigneur goes over the required communications with the Board.
Leo Hannah then reviews the financial statements with the Board
and states that the financial statement fairly represents the financial
condition of the Society in accordance with statutory accounting; no
discrepancies and no issues with internal controls.
He reviews the effect of the reinsurance transaction on the financials;
talks about solvency and that the asset-to-liability ratio jumped to 111
percent, and the RBC went from 354 to 854. There was an additional
reserve that the Society actuary calculated that is new this year and
is due to the effect of Covid on death claims.
He reports the payout of $451,000 in settlement payments from the
Defined Benefit Pension Plan, and states that the unfunded liability
increased as a result of the lower discount rate. He reviews the operating expenses and explains the changes – general and fraternal
expenses were down, with the exception of the Recreation Center,
where expenses increased due to lack of activity due to Covid.
He also reviews the process the auditors undertake during their audit,
and explains that they do “walk throughs” with the staff, do claims
and new business testing, and ensure that all proper paperwork is
included.
President EVANISH thanks Mr. Hannah for the advice and additional
work he provided with the reinsurance transaction.
The Society asset managers, Wellington Management Company,
join the conference call. On the call for presentation are Courtney
Brophy and Liz Kleinerman. They report it has been a year since
the start of the pandemic and its effect on financial markets, the
reinvestment market has been challenging, and total returns are at
about 10 percent.
We had the opportunity to raise $102 million in sales transactions and
realized almost $12 million in gains, the book yield of the portfolio
is now 4.7 percent, we will now get some higher investment yields
than in 2020, and we are at record stimulus for the economy. They
predict higher yields throughout the year at 10 years and out, and feel
good about the economic outlook as our portfolio is well positioned.
President EVANISH thanks them for the work with the annuity
reinsurance program.
The Board takes a break from 10:52 a.m. to 11:02 a.m.

Audit Committee Position
The Audit Committee position that has become vacant with the
passing of Bro. Stanley Repos will be advertised. There will be a
call for candidates, as dictated by past procedure and the Society
Bylaws. This will be discussed further during the March 26 National
Board meeting.
Conclusion
The Audit Committee would like to thank the executives and Home
Office staff for their assistance during our meetings. All needed
information and documentation were obtained, and all questions
answered satisfactorily, as always.
We would like to extend special thanks to the Executive Committee
for their hard work, diligence and dedication to getting the Society
through what has been an exceedingly difficult year in many ways.
Their contributions have been invaluable and appreciated.
*All items in this report are fully explained in the individual Executive
Committee reports. Please refer to those for further details.
**All Audit Committee members approve this report.
Fraternally,
SNPJ Audit Committee
Joanna L. Baker, Chairwoman
Vincent R. Baselj

Audit Committee Report
President EVANISH reports that the Audit Committee has elected
Sis. Joanna Baker as the chairperson.
Sis. BAKER presents the report of the Audit Committee. She states
that they miss Bro. Stanley Repos; reports that the auditor said the
Society looks pretty good in spite of the pandemic year; and stated
that the reinsurance of the annuity block really helped our financial
situation, particularly with the RBC. She remarks on the pension plan
liability, the Recreation Center losses, and membership; and reports
that the PPP loans really helped the Recreation Center financially.
She discusses the need to fill the vacant position on their committee. Sis. BAKER and Bro. Vincent BASELJ extend a special thank
you to the Executive Committee for all of their hard work in a very
difficult year.
Remarks and questions by Sis. ANDERSON, President EVANISH,
and Bro. LAWRENCE. Motion by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro.
Rick HERVOL, to approve the report. Motion approved.
President EVANISH stated that we could have a Call for Candidates
published in the May PROSVETA issue with a May 31, 2021, deadline to apply for the position, and hold a vote during a June National
Board conference call, using the Society auditor to tally the votes.
Motion by Sis. BAKER, second by Bro. HERVOL, to approve the Call
for Candidates and the vote timeline as recommended by President
Evanish. Motion approved.

SNPJ Scholarship Committee Report

March 2021
The following report covers the period of July 1 through Dec. 31,
2020. Payment for the second installment of the 2019-2020 academic
year included 39 awards. This group encompassed 34 Academic,
two Regular, and three Joseph C. Umeck Jr. Activity Scholarships.
Listed below are the names of the students who received awards
during the last six months of 2020:
Name

John Just
Nicholas Just
Calvin Norsworthy
Cole Norsworthy
Jenna Palmer
Jordan Palmer
Colten Phillips
Katie Jo Raspotnik
Austin Williams-Ayers
Kaytee Bartley
Adam Raggi
Abbigayle Day
Benjamin Patosky
Ian Brumbaugh
Jessica Cadez
Emily Cipriani
Robert Lawrence
Jordan Mangione
Storie Poness
Katarina Lidrbauch

Lodge

6
6
6
6
6
6
31
41
41
89
89
106
106
138
138
138
138
138
138
158

Name

Lodge

Troy Heatwole
Brendan Schmidt
William Deter
Katie Pribish
William Dodson
Phillip Yuhas
Jason Rigler
Klaudia Kovac
Alaina Norrito
Laura Norrito
Gabriel Bucciarelli
Olivia Bucciarelli
Tyler Mouthey
Michael Massucci
Naomi Fry
Trevor Urban
Madison Sinan
Mary Sinan
Jacob Fajnor

174
225
254
254
274
274
449
518
518
518
564
564
584
643
665
715
782
782
786

Scholarship Fund Donation & Award History
Years

Donations

Awards

1960-1979.............................$75,448.09.....................$146,797.81
1980-1999...........................$595,765.01..................$1,185,150.00
2000-Present....................$1,288,077.42.....................$971,160.00
Totals...............................$1,959, 290.52..................$2,303,107.81
Scholarship Fund Financial Report
Beginning Balance (as of July 1, 2020)...... $611,205.13
Donations........................................................$1,780.00
		 Investment & Other Income.......................$8,024.76
		 Total Income...............................................$9,804.76
Awards..........................................................$15,600.00
		 Investment & Other Expense.....................$9,224,58
		 Total Expenses.........................................$24,824.58
Ending Balance (as of Dec. 31, 2020)........$596,185.31
SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

SNPJ SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
Joseph C. Evanish, Chairman
Karen A. Pintar
Robert J. Lawrence

Scholarship Committee Report
President EVANISH presents the report of the Scholarship Committee.
Question by Sis. RIGLER. Motion by Sis. RIGLER, second by Sis.
BAKER, to approve the report. Motion approved.

When we return to the call, Society actuary Joseph Steimla joins us.
He reports that expenses were level and interest income decreased,
increased additional mortality from $50,000 to $200,000 due to probable Covid death claims, and that $600,000 was established for the
Asset Liability reserve due to a low interest rate environment and
high interest rate on life insurance policies.
As part of a Board education session, actuary Steimla reviewed the
change to non-forfeiture rates and reserves which are affected by
the NAIC and IRS. He reports that cash value can be 1½ percent of
the valuation interest rate; for 2022 the reserve rate is three percent,
so the cash value has to be 3.75 percent or lower. He recommends
using 3.5 percent.
President EVANISH thanks him for the additional work with the annuity reinsurance program.

SNPJ Heritage Center Committee Report

March 2021
Our 2020 season started with a teleconference call on Jan. 25 with
all committee members excited about the events that were planned
for the upcoming year.
The first activity sponsored by the Heritage Center was the Gostilna
Chef Dinner held at the SNPJ Lodge 106 Club in Imperial, Pa., on
Feb. 27. Tracey Belle chaired this event with help from Stan Repos
and the late Kevin Richards. Heritage Center Committee members
Ed Robich, Mary Jo Hartman, Joan Gaspersic and Sue Mals helped
the night of the event. The evening was very successful, with about
85 people in attendance. Jure Žmauc, former Slovenian Consul
General and current president of SABA, contacted the Slovenian
chefs from Gostilna Repovz in the Dolenska region to prepare the
meal, complete with wine and dessert. Frank and Darryl Valencic
welcomed the guests with button box music; Dave Pendel joined
them after the meal. It was a very entertaining evening for all in
attendance. We hope to have a return of this dinner in the future.
As we moved on to our next teleconference call on March 14, we
continued making plans for the season. Committee Chairman Kathy
Paulenich made contact with Špela Vodovc, author of the “Cook Eat
Slovenia” cookbook, to purchase 27 cookbooks to sell in our gift shop.
This was so successful that the committee ordered three more times
this past year with each order of 44 cookbooks.
We had also planned a “Celebrating Our Slovenian Heritage” photo
contest organized by committee member Dawn Williams-Zabicki. We
planned to display the entries in our museum and award the winner at
Slovenefest. We received just three entries. With the cancellation of
Slovenefest, we posted the entries on Facebook and in PROSVETA.
As we all know, the Coronavirus started closing everything down
around March 17. We did meet again on April 11 and on May 30
via teleconference call in hopes that some events could be held,
but we know that didn’t happen. We did open the gift shop for the
season, requiring visitors to wear face masks and practice social
distancing. We had a few first-time visitors, as well as those wanting
to buy the Slovenian cookbook. We did not replenish the shelves
with any new items.
Tracey Belle, Ed Robich and Kathy Paulenich decided to clean up
the archives room in the basement. There were many boxes of donations made over the past 10 years that needed to be dealt with. This
became our summer project. We sorted magazines and newspapers,
discarding duplicates and damaged items. We also sorted traditional
Slovenian costumes/clothing and stored those together. The room
was cleaned, vacuumed and organized in a more orderly manner
for easier viewing. We still need to sort pictures, photographs and
snpj heritage center committee REPORT
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small Slovenian souvenirs.
The committee was disappointed that all of the summer, fall and
winter events were canceled, but we did meet via teleconference
call on Oct. 3 to begin our plans for 2021. We continue to generate
sales via mail order throughout the year and in the gift shop during
the summer months. We thank Sue Zarella and Sue Krispinsky for
helping us in the off-season.
Facebook continues to be an important way of communicating to
Slovenians and SNPJ members. Patty Candela, with help from the
late Kevin Richards, handled this account. Kathy Paulenich continues
writing articles for PROSVETA to keep members informed about
Heritage Center activities.
The Heritage Center Committee should be commended for all their
hard work and effort in the success of the gift shop and museum.
The committee also continues to develop ideas and events that
encourage participation of both youth and adult members.
In closing, we were all saddened to hear of the passing of SNPJ
Recreation Center Director Kevin Richards as we looked forward to
working with him. We welcome back Tim Jergel as interim director,
and we’re looking forward to the 2021 season.
Respectfully submitted,
SNPJ Heritage Center Committee
Kathy Paulenich, Chairperson
Joan Gaspersic, Secretary
Ed Robich, Treasurer
Tracey Belle
Patty Candela
Mary Jo Hartman
Sue Mals
Dawn Williams-Zabicki

SNPJ Heritage Center Committee Report
President EVANISH presents the report from the committee. Motion
by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro. HERVOL, to approve the report.
Motion approved.
President EVANISH presents changes to the Heritage Center Charter
and Guidelines. There are changes to the financial paragraph so
that the financial authorizations mimic the approval process of the
Recreation Center Committee. Also changed the wording of the
mileage reimbursement so that while you do not have to live within
100 miles of the Recreation Center to serve on the committee, you
will only be reimbursed for mileage up to 100 miles one way.
Motion by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro. ZAKRAYSEK, to approve
the guidelines. Motion approved.
President EVANISH presents the letter from attorney Todd Martin
that the Board received regarding use of funds from the Heritage
Center. President EVANISH provides information on what is permissible and gives the history of what donations can be used for. Lodge
and individual donations are considered restricted.
Comments and questions from Bro. HERVOL and Bro. MLAKAR. Motion by Sis. BAKER, second by Bro. HERVOL, to use the unrestricted
funds for the main roof at the Recreation Center, which includes the
Heritage Center, and look into using up to $100,000 for a bathroom/
storage building at the Heritage Pavilion. Motion approved.

Region 1 Vice President’s Report

Fraternal greetings, members of the SNPJ National Board. This
report covers the period July 1 through Dec. 31, 2020.
During this six-month period, in addition to serving as Region 1 Vice
President, I was re-elected secretary/treasurer of Lodge 174 in Krayn,
Pa., and treasurer of the Conemaugh Valley Federation for 2021. I
continue to promote and sell SNPJ insurance and annuity products
in my capacity as a Pennsylvania fraternal insurance agent.
As of the end of calendar year 2020, there were 20 Lodges with
7,173 members comprised of 6,703 adults and 470 youth members
in Region 1. There were 45 new members for 2020, 27 adults and
18 youth. Despite pandemic conditions, eight Lodges were able
to enroll new members; Universal, Pa., Lodge 715 with 15, and
Johnstown, Pa., Lodge 749 with 13, as the Region’s highest new
business producers. Congratulations to them, and to Lodges 3, 223,
254, 581, 729 and 782 for the new SNPJ members.
It remains to be seen as to what events/activities can be conducted in
2021 as Pennsylvania’s state-imposed pandemic and travel mitigation
restrictions are still in place at this time. For the majority of the year
2020, SNPJ faced many new challenges to overcome due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. As a result of actions taken by the Executive
Committee/National Board, SNPJ has weathered the current storm
and will remain a strong Society well into the future.
Fraternally,

the Gold status for the Lodge Bonus Award, and SNPJ Lodge 771
in Hillsville, Pa., qualified for the Silver status. Congratulations to
both Lodges.
The total membership in Region 2 at year end 2020 is 8,624 total
members, consisting of 7,981 adult members and 643 youth members.
There were 77 new members in the Region in 2020, consisting of
60 adult members and 17 youth members. The new member sales
were led by Lodge 31 with 21 new members, Lodge 106 with 20
new members, and Lodge 6 with 18 new members.
I was certainly saddened to learn of the unexpected passing of a
friend and our Recreation Center Director/Fraternal Director, Bro.
Kevin Richards. I was fortunate to work with Bro. Richards at both
the SNPJ Recreation Center over the years and at all of my Regional
Fraternal Events. He will be missed.
I hope that you all stay safe, healthy and well during these difficult
times.
Fraternally,
James L. Curl
Region 2 Vice President

Region 2 Vice President’s Report: Bro. Jim Curl
Motion to approve the report by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Sis.
BAKER. Motion approved.

Region 3 Vice President’s Report

July 1– Dec. 31, 2020
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters of the SNPJ National Board.
Total active members in Region 3 as of Dec. 31, 2020, is 5,983.
There are 5,548 adult members and 435 youth members.
I still attend all Lodge 158 meetings as Lodge president. Our meetings are held every month on the second Thursday of the month.
I also attend all SNPJ Farm Board meetings as vice president.
Farm Board meetings are held monthly on the fourth Tuesday of
the month. I try to attend all Cleveland Federation meetings as a
representative; however, because of COVID-19 we have had very
few meetings. Federation meetings are held on the fourth Monday
of the month as scheduled.
Once again, I have no activities to report for the past six months
due to COVID-19.
We have lost quite a few members this past year, and my deepest
sympathies go out to all of their families. I wanted to mention a few
who were very active in Region 3: Lodge 257 President Marie Pivik,
Lodge 355 Secretary/Treasurer Lee Jackopin, and Lodge 142 Farm
Board representative Chris Chermely. The loss most affecting me
was Gina Volpe, Lodge 158 treasurer and SNPJ Farm secretary/
treasurer. We also lost Gina’s brother, Dan Minello, who was a Lodge
158 member and the SNPJ Farm electrician. God bless everyone
we lost this past year.
Up-and-coming news: Starting in April, we will have new caretakers
at the SNPJ Farm. I would like to welcome David and Jodi Preseren
to their new home and job at the Farm. I would also like to wish our
previous caretakers, Ben and Ashley Madden, good luck in their
new home. It was a pleasure working with them the past few years;
they truly did a great job.
Upcoming activites include the 2021 SLO-ISH Bowling Tournament
on May 15, contact Colleen O’Malley Kuhn for information; and the
2021 SNPJ Music Festival and Craft Show at the SNPJ Farm in
Kirtland, Ohio, on May 22. There will be at least 14 top polka bands
from the Cleveland area, in addition to many food vendors and craft
booths of all kinds, at the May 22 event. Contact me, Don Srnick,
for more information.
I would personally like to acknowledge and thank my wife, Sue, for
all her help in all of my SNPJ positions. I value her opinions and
suggestions, as well as her efforts to keep me grounded. Thank
you, and I love you.
Fraternally submitted,
Don (Srnick) Srnovrsnik
Region 3 Vice President

Region 3 Vice President’s Report: Bro. Don Srnick
Motion to approve the report by Sis. RIGLER, second by Bro. MLAKAR. Motion approved.

Region 4 Vice President’s Report

July 1 through Dec. 31, 2020
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters of the SNPJ National
Board. In addition to serving as Region 2 Vice President, I remain
the secretary/treasurer of SNPJ Lodge 6 in Sygan, Pa., and serve
as an honorary member of the SNPJ Recreation Center Committee.
As a result of the pandemic, this past six-month period has been a
difficult time for our Lodges to hold, and our members to participate
in, SNPJ activities. Many of our fraternal programs were canceled
on the national level, and our local Lodges were unable to hold many
of the normal events that they sponsor. The Lodges in Region 2 that
have active Lodge halls/clubs were either closed through much of
this period or had strict limitations in place for the number of people
who were permitted in the building. Lodges 6 and 138, which have
bowling alleys, re-opened in the fall but were faced with a decrease
in the number of leagues and/or people who were participating.
Many Lodges have been holding fundraisers to try to stay afloat
during this difficult period.
To comply with CDC protocols, Youth Circle 19 hosted a Trunk-orTreat for their youth members, and Youth Circle 36 hosted a drive-by
Trick-or-Treat event in October.
I was in attendance during the National Board September conference
call meeting, as well as two additional conference call meetings held
during the month of November.
In spite of a difficult year, SNPJ Lodge 6 in Sygan was able to earn

Fraternal greetings! This report covers the period from July 1 through
Dec. 31, 2020.
Many events and normal Lodge activities were canceled during
this period due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Michigan Fraternal
Alliance annual meeting was also canceled. Most Lodge meetings
were held virtually, with a few held in person in a socially-distanced
manner. Some of our members participated in the limited events that
could be held in a safe manner, such as the National Golf Tournament and the Detroit-area SNPJ Golf League. With the increase in
vaccine availability, there is hope that we will soon be able to safely
gather in person and enjoy our favorite SNPJ events. I’m definitely
looking forward to being able to travel again and see more of my
SNPJ friends.
Despite the pandemic, Melvindale Lodge 518 received a Gold Activity
award for organizing four or more activities in 2020, and Indianapolis
Lodge 34 and Detroit Lodge 677 each received a Silver Activity award
for holding two or three activities.
During this six-month period, Lodge 34 held fundraising dinners to
benefit the Slovene National Home, and they gathered to make pizza
dough and potica. Lodge 518 sent cards to ailing and quarantined
members in an effort to keep their members connected. Detroit
Lodges 564 and 677 supported and participated in a virtual CROP
Hunger Walk.
We had 12 new members join Region 4 in 2020: Samsula Lodge
603 with nine new members, Lodge 518 with two new members, and
Lodge 34 with one new member. As of Dec. 31, 2020, Region 4 had
1,954 members (1,850 adults and 104 youth). This is a decrease of
60 members during the year.
On behalf of myself and Region 4 members, I would like to extend
heartfelt sympathies to the families of Lodge 564 Secretary Marion
Volpe and our Fraternal Director, Kevin Richards. They will both be
remembered for their kindness and dedication to the SNPJ. Marion
served the Society for 32 years as Lodge secretary and she worked
hard to keep SNPJ activities going in the Detroit area. Kevin was
a wonderful Fraternal Director, and he will be sorely missed by our
members both young and old. He greeted everyone with a smile and
instantly made everyone feel welcome. I’m touched by the tributes
written by our younger members in Kevin’s memory.

REGION 2 VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT

REGION 4 VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Kenneth J. Zakraysek
Region 1 Vice President

Region 1 Vice President’s Report: Bro. Ken Zakraysek
Motion to approve the report by Bro. MLAKAR, second by Sis.
ANDERSON. Motion approved.

Region 2 Vice President’s Report
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Stay safe and stay well!
Fraternally,

Tracey L. Anderson
Region 4 Vice President

Region 4 Vice President’s Report: Sis. Tracey Anderson
Motion to approve the report by Bro. ZAKRAYSEK, second by Sis.
RIGLER. Motion approved.

Region 5 Vice President’s Report

Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Executive Committee and National
Board, fraternal greetings! The following is my report for the period
of July 1 through Dec. 31, 2020.
Due to the continuation of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Chicago
District Federation has not held any meetings or activities for the
last half of the year in 2020. However, I was re-elected secretary/
treasurer at the Cicero Neighbors Lodge 449 annual meeting held
via Zoom in November 2020.
This has been a difficult year connecting with members, family and
friends, but hopefully with the vaccinations now available we will be
able to reunite at some point this year.
I, for one, missed the annual Slovenefest and Miss SNPJ Pageant
that is usually held each year in July. Slovenefest always brought
together people from near and far; younger and older generations
gathered to share a weekend of fun, listening to music and meeting
other friends and family.
There were no activities or picnics held last summer at the Slovenian
Catholic Center in Lemont, Ill., but there was a Festival of Lights
during the month of December. I attended the beautiful light display
that lit up the grounds, included the area around the grotto and the
walkway that circles around Lake Bled and the Stations of the Cross.
I’m looking forward to warmer temperatures and hopefully a few
picnics this summer where I will see some of our members gather
to socialize and enjoy the outdoors.
On Sept. 25, 2020, I attended the National Board Meeting through
telephone conferencing due to the COVID-19 pandemic. All officer
and committee reports were presented and approved. The Young
Adult Representative, Robbie Rockwell (138), was also present
and reported for the young adults. At this meeting, it was voted to
discontinue the Miss SNPJ Pageant due to lack of participation.
As a former Miss SNPJ, I voted against this and would like to have
been able to have further discussion before a final decision and
vote was made.
Although the pandemic stopped us from gathering in person, area
Lodges were able to keep meetings going through Zoom and teleconferencing, and found ways to hold activities and make donations to
worthy charities. Lodge 1 held Zoom meetings, held a toy drive, and
attended the St. Mary’s Christmas Festival of Lights. Lodge 8 held
an outdoor picnic at a member’s home, and held a strudel-making
session with each member helping to make strudels and taking one
to bake. Lodge 449 held Zoom and telephone conference meetings,
and made donations of food and gift cards to the St. Pius Church
Food Pantry, as well as donated gift cards to the Ronald McDonald
House in Chicago. Lodge 559 held Zoom and telephone conference
meetings, along with a food drive and a toy drive.
Congratulations to Lodges 1, 2, 8, 449 and 559 who reached the Gold
Level for Activity, and to Lodge 225 who reached the Silver Level for
Activity in the 2020 SNPJ Lodge Bonus Program. Congratulations as
well to Lodge 584 for receiving the New Member Bonus for 2020. I
enjoy seeing the many pictures and articles in PROSVETA informing
us of the many different types of activities that are being held by all
the Lodges, even during this time of the Covid pandemic, and our
efforts to be creative.
Here in Region 5, we had a total of 50 new members for the year
2020, which is almost double last year’s total. Congratulations to
Lodges 225 and 584 for attaining new members. Lodge 584 enrolled 45 new members, 27 of whom were youth members! This is
outstanding, and I’m glad to see more youth becoming members in
our Society. I hope that more Lodges will be able to increase their
membership this year.
Condolences to the family and friends of SNPJ Recreation Center
Director and former Fraternal Director Kevin Richards who passed
away on Dec. 9, 2020. I knew Kevin and worked with him on many
activities while he was the Fraternal Director; he made a difference in
the lives of many youth and young adult members. He had crossed
paths with many SNPJ members while he was Fraternal Director,
and he will be missed by many.
This concludes my report for the past six months. I wish that all
members stay healthy, continue to wear masks, social distance, and
receive the Covid vaccine when you are eligible. As time passes from
the COVID-19 pandemic, I am hopeful that we may be able to get
together soon and attend a local or Society fraternal event at some
point this year. However, the safety of all members and friends is
most important until that time.
Fraternally,
Justina M. Rigler
Region 5 Vice President

Region 5 Vice President’s Report: Sis. Tina Rigler
Motion to approve the report by Sis. ANDERSON, second by Sis.
BAKER. Motion approved.

Region 6 Vice President’s Report

July through December 2020
Fraternal greetings from Region 6.
During the last half of 2020, in-person Lodge activities continued to
be curtailed in compliance with local and Federal guidelines. Sadly,
Region 6 suffered the permanent closure of the beloved Slovene
Hall in Fontana, Calif., due to financial strain caused by the pandemic shutdown. This is a huge loss to those of us in the Southern
California SNPJ community who for many years gathered there for
fraternal activities. Looking back on all those good times, I salute the
dedicated members of Lodge 723 who worked so hard to keep the
Slovene Hall open and maintained, especially during recent years
that have been so challenging.
Coping with the pandemic has been a learning experience. In
geographically vast Region 6, where members of some Lodges live
many miles apart, we have learned that holding meetings via video
conferencing allows those who seldom or never attend in person
to participate, thereby increasing meeting attendance by making
distance and travel constraints irrelevant. Lodge 786 Zoom meetings
have been followed by informal chats during which all attendees have
an opportunity to report on what’s happening in their lives, leading
to lively discussions and to new and renewed acquaintances. We
REGION 6 VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT
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Summary of Operations for the period ending Dec. 31, 2020

Slovene National Benefit Society
Balance Sheet as of Dec. 31, 2020

					
Description
2020
2019

Cash Flow:
12/31/2019.................................................................................................................... $1,489,884
Premiums Collected Net of Reinsurance		
(96,255,142)
Net Investment Income		
9,845,066
Proceeds from Investments Sold, Matured or Repaid		
111,477,674
Miscellaneous Income & Other Cash Provided		
1,898,626
26,966,225
				 28,456,109
Benefit Payments		
14,562,221
Commissions & Expenses Paid		
2,573,197
Cost of Investments Acquired		
10,374,096
Refunds Paid		
78,927
Net Other Cash Applied		
481
27,588,922
12/31/2020....................................................................................................................... $867,187

Life Premium
Annuity Considerations
Accident & Health Premiums
Total Premium & Annuity Considerations
Gross Investment Income
Investment Expense
Net Investment Income
Amortization of Interest Maintenance Reserve
Expense Allowances on Reinsurance Ceded
Miscellaneous Income
Total Income
Death Benefits
Matured Endowments
Annuity Benefits
Operation, Accident & Health Benefits
Surrender Benefits
Interest on Certificate Fund
Increase in Life Reserves
Increase in Annuity Reserves
Increase in Health Reserves
Commissions
General & Fraternal Expenses
Insurance Taxes, Licenses & Fees
Increase in Loading on Uncollected Premium
Aggregate Write-ins for Deductions
Total Expenses
Net Gain from Operations Before Refunds
Refunds to Members
Net Gain Before Realized Capital Gain/(Loss)
Net Realized Capital Gain/(Loss)
Net Income

$1,570,836
(97,854,147)
18,472
(96,264,839)
9,146,989
(682,511)
8,464,478
153,386
32,175
15,151
(87,599,648)
1,598,297
54,750
12,124,516
15,746
468,976
10,655
1,196,980
(98,419,237)
(15,089)
198,188
2,296,811
157,654
(1,115)
(11,674,988)
(91,987,856)
4,388,208
81,633
4,306,575
(8,478)
$4,298,097

Surplus Account:
Surplus, Dec. 31, previous year
Net Income From Operations
Change in Net Unrealized Gains/(Losses)
Change in Non-Admitted Assets
Change in Asset Valuation Reserve
Net Change in Surplus for the Year
Surplus as of Statement Date

$7,540,715
4,298,097
61,152
(366,959)
401,296
4,393,586
$11,934,301

Slovene National Benefit Society

				
Description
2020
2019

				
Assets:
12/31/2020
12/31/2019

Bonds
Common Stocks
Mortgage Loans
Real Estate
Cash and Short Term Investments
Certificate Loans
Other Invested Assets
Investment Income Due & Accrued
Premiums Due
Amounts Recoverable From Reinsurer
EDP Equipment and Software
Total Admitted Assets

Liabilities:
Reserve for Life & Annuity
Reserve for Sick & Operation
Liability for Deposit-type Contracts
Life Claims
Accident & Health Claims
Refund Payable
Premiums Received in Advance
Amounts Payable on Reinsurance
Interest Maintenance Reserve (IMR)
Expenses Due & Accrued
Unearned Investment Income
Total Remittances & Items Not Allocated
Asset Valuation Reserve (AVR)
Write In for Liabilities
Total Liabilities
Surplus
Total Liabilities & Surplus

Increase/
(Decrease)

$115,930,993
18,819
282,984
2,064,986
867,187
710,976
580,922
1,399,680
21,612
326,877
1,606
$122,206,641

$205,029,883 ($89,098,890)
18,074
744
286,108
(3,123)
2,122,830
(57,844)
1,489,884
(622,697)
739,808
(28,833)
1,215,351
(634,429)
2,328,705
(929,025)
30,091
(8,479)
0
326,877
4,817
(3,211)
$213,265,550 ($91,058,909)

$102,966,823
138,388
427,315
198,489
14,913
83,321
48,796
16,021
650,221
495,651
14,337
3,508,127
848,981
860,959
110,272,340
11,934,301
$122,206,641

$200,189,080 ($97,222,257)
153,477
(15,089)
427,795
(480)
175,859
22,630
15,969
(1,056)
80,615
2,706
48,693
103
0
16,021
796,277
(146,057)
414,575
81,077
14,966
(629)
1,648,111
1,860,016
1,250,277
(401,296)
509,143
351,816
205,724,835 (95,452,495)
7,540,715
4,393,586
$213,265,550 ($91,058,909)

				
Description
2020
2019

Net Life Premiums
A&H Premiums
Sick Benefit Premium
Operation and Hospital & Recup Premium
Total A & H Premiums
Annuity Considerations
Annuity - First Year
Annuity - Renewal
Deposit Administration Contract
Less: Reinsurance Premium - Annuity

Increase/
(Decrease)

$66,912
1,607,183
54,321
72,061
(229,640)

$115,688
1,565,741
207,932
68,520
(235,656)

($48,776)
41,442
(153,611)
3,541
6,016

1,570,836

1,722,225

(151,389)

7,863
10,609

8,275
11,139

(411)
(531)

18,472

19,414

(942)

4,905,647
1,292,822
100,000
(104,152,616)

8,145,240
(3,239,593)
710,325
582,497
80,000
20,000
0 (104,152,616)

Total Annuity Considerations

(97,854,147)

8,935,566 (106,789,712)

Total Premiums & Annuity Considerations

(96,264,839)

10,677,204 (106,942,043)

Gross Investment Income
Interest on Bonds
Dividends on Stock
Interest on Mortgage Loans
Interest on Cash and Short Term Investments
Income on Real Estate
Interest on Certificate Loans

9,006,767
316
7,283
4,214
97,800
30,610

9,562,951
399
7,361
28,369
90,500
30,756

(556,184)
(83)
(78)
(24,155)
7,300
(146)

9,146,989

9,720,336

(573,347)

139,702
70,741
239,899
134,584
97,586

133,801
77,004
232,863
135,703
0

5,900
(6,263)
7,036
(1,119)
97,586

682,511

579,372

103,139

8,464,478

9,140,965

(676,486)

153,386

189,600

(36,214)

Expense Allowance for Reinsurance Ceded

32,175

0

32,175

Total Aggregate Write-In for Misc. Income

15,151

26,965

(11,814)

Total Gross Investment Income
Less Investment Expense
Home Office: Deprec., Insur., Tax, Utility & Other
Rec Center Depreciation & Real Estate Expenses
Management, Custodial, Banking & Other Fees
Salaries, Benefits & Board Travel - Investment
Miscellaneous
Total Investment Expense
Net Investment Income
Amortization of IMR

Total Income

(87,599,648)

20,034,734 (107,634,382)

Death Benefits
Death Claims
Reinsurance Recovered

1,598,297
0

1,795,523
(60,225)

(197,226)
60,225

Total Death Benefits

1,598,297

1,735,298

(137,001)

54,750

112,340

(57,590)

Annuity & Pension Benefits
Pensions Paid
Annuity Benefits
Reinsurance Recovered on Annuity

663,595
11,755,623
(294,702)

197,456
13,197,056
0

466,140
(1,441,433)
(294,702)

Total Annuity and Pension Benefits

12,124,516

13,394,511

(1,269,995)

Total Matured Endowments

Operation, Accident & Health
Sick Benefit Claims
Operation Claims
Waiver of Assessment
Total Operation, Accident & Health
Total Surrender Benefits

6,497
9,193
56

7,287
10,554
167

(789)
(1,362)
(111)

15,746

18,008

(2,262)

468,976

454,587

14,389

DETAILED FINANCIAL REPORT
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12/31/20

Interest on Certificate or Contract Fund

Detailed Financial Report for the period ending Dec. 31, 2020
Life Premiums
First Year Premium
Renewal Premium
Single Premium
Refunds Applied to Paid-Up Additions
Less: Reinsurance Premiums Paid

7

$1,722,225
8,935,566
19,414
10,677,204
9,720,336
(579,372)
9,140,965
189,600
0
26,965
20,034,734
1,735,298
112,340
13,394,511
18,008
454,587
10,787
566,631
721,687
(13,572)
226,914
2,226,455
141,484
767
0
19,595,897
438,837
78,885
359,952
(70,792)
$289,160

Increase/
(Decrease)

($151,389)
(106,789,712)
(942)
(106,942,043)
(573,347)
(103,139)
(676,486)
(36,214)
32,175
(11,814)
(107,634,382)
(137,001)
(57,590)
(1,269,995)
(2,262)
14,389
(132)
630,349
(99,140,924)
(1,517)
(28,726)
70,356
16,170
(1,882)
(11,674,988)
(111,583,753)
3,949,371
2,747
3,946,624
62,314
$4,008,937

12/31/19

$7,453,601
289,160
112
(129,582)
(72,576)
87,114
$7,540,715

Increase/
(Decrease)

$10,655

$10,787

Increase in Reserve for Life, A&H & Annuities
Change in Reserves - Life
1,196,980
Change in Reserves - Annuities
(98,419,237)
Change in Reserves - Accident & Health
(15,089)

566,631
721,687
(13,572)

630,349
(99,140,924)
(1,517)

(97,237,346)

1,274,745

(98,512,092)

Commissions
Life Commissions
Annuity Commissions
Campaign Awards

91,736
99,232
7,220

108,597
111,082
7,235

(16,861)
(11,850)
(15)

Total Commissions

198,188

226,914

(28,726)

90,000
672,609
29,400
313,152
570
21,593
10,540
160,407
15,684
6,227
53,268
23,435
300,285
11,105
1,036
10,106
28,037
9,659
2,475
679
143,661
41,431
5,730
687
600
46,709
297,724

90,000
821,973
29,400
317,224
1,709
12,004
7,227
138,536
48,952
7,677
68,858
38,581
199,160
11,904
1,519
6,707
28,107
13,456
6,240
2,022
164,571
41,533
16,833
11,526
12,182
48,387
80,170

0
(149,363)
0
(4,072)
(1,139)
9,589
3,314
21,871
(33,268)
(1,450)
(15,590)
(15,146)
101,125
(798)
(483)
3,399
(70)
(3,797)
(3,765)
(1,343)
(20,910)
(101)
(11,103)
(10,838)
(11,582)
(1,677)
217,554

2,296,811

2,226,455

70,356

88,309
69,345

60,089
81,395

28,220
(12,051)

157,654

141,484

16,170

Aggregate Write-Ins for Deductions

(11,676,103)

767

(11,676,870)

Total Expenses

(91,987,856)

19,595,897

(111,583,753)

Net Gain from Operations Before Refunds

4,388,208

438,837

3,949,371

Refunds to Members
Refunds Paid in Cash
Refunds Left to Accumulate at Interest
Refunds Applied to Paid-Up Additions

7,929
2,603
71,100

8,097
2,367
68,421

(168)
237
2,679

81,633

78,885

2,747

Net Gain Before Realized Capital Gain/(Loss)

4,306,575

359,952

3,946,624

Net Realized Capital Gains/(Losses)
Gain on Disposal of Investment
Loss on Disposal of Investment
Amortization of IMR (Transfer to IMR)

402,679
(411,157)
0

23,085
(139,635)
45,759

379,594
(271,522)
(45,759)

Total Net Realized Capital Gain/(Loss)

(8,478)

(70,792)

62,314

$4,298,097

$289,160

$4,008,937

Total Increase/(Decrease) in Reserves

General Insurance & Fraternal Expenses
Rent
Salaries & Wages
Director/National Board Fees
Employee Benefits
Employee Education Expenses
Legal Fees & Expenses
Medical Examinations/Underwriting
Actuarial and Auditing Fees
Travel Expenses
Advertising/Promotional Items
Postage & Telephone
Office Supplies, Printing & Stationery
Computer Supplies, Equipment & Depreciation
Machine Service, Repairs & Rentals
Books & Periodicals
Bureau & Association Dues
Insurance & Surety Bonds
Sundry General
Donations - Charitable
Sales Department
Publication: PROSVETA
Quadrennial Convention
Athletics
Miss SNPJ Pageant and Travel
Youth/Young Adult Programming
Lodge and Secretary Awards
Fraternal Expense - Other
Total General and Fraternal Expenses
Insurance Taxes, Licenses & Fees
State Insurance Department Licenses and Fees
Employment Taxes
Total Insurance Taxes, Licenses and Fees

Total Refund to Members

Net Income

NATIONAL BOARD MINUTES
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hope to continue to engage those members electronically even after
physical distancing requirements are eased.
As we say “good riddance” to 2020 and look forward to a more-orless normal 2021, let’s resolve to strengthen our Society by adjusting
to new conditions and by building on the lessons learned from the
pandemic shutdown.
Fraternally,
Fredrick J. Mlakar
Region 6 Vice President

Region 6 Vice President’s Report: Bro. Fred Mlakar
Motion to approve the report by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro.
HERVOL. Motion approved.

SNPJ Recreation Center Committee Report

March 2021
This report covers the last six months of 2020. The key members of
the full-time staff include Director Tim Jergel, Operations Manager
Sue Krispinsky, Maintenance Manager Jeff Wisneski, and Susan
Zarella. They, along with the part-time and seasonal staff, have
done a great job operating our facility. We appreciate their efforts
during this difficult year.
The committee acknowledges with great sadness the unexpected
passing of Director Kevin Richards on Dec. 9, 2020. This was not
just the loss of our manager, but the loss of a longtime friend to all.
SNPJ and Kevin’s family intend to plan a memorial tribute at the
SNPJ Recreation Center when it becomes safe to do so this summer.
Up until his unexpected passing in December, Kevin Richards served
as the SNPJ Recreation Center Director, doing a very positive job
since being appointed in May 2020. As part of a succession plan,
Tim Jergel was working with Kevin on the transition. Kevin was in
the forefront, and Tim in the background. The committee thought
very highly of Kevin and the job that he was doing.
Under the circumstances, Tim has agreed to continue as the director at
this time, which the committee appreciates. Tim had planned to retire
in April; however, he offered to stay on in light of the circumstances.
The committee will contemplate options going forward.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, summer events were canceled at the
Recreation Center. Appropriate guidelines were followed, restricting
the use of the building and limits to outside common areas. The pool
was allowed to open, with restrictions.
Family Week did take place as only families rented cabins. The 2020
National Golf Tournament also took place; however, it did not include
a dinner or gathering at the Recreation Center.
Kathy Paulenich completed the 2021 Slovenefest band schedule,
which is on the website. The website also includes a flyer and printable schedule. The Board will decide in March as to the status of
hosting Slovenefest in July based on Covid issues.
The consensus of the committee was that it would not be possible to
host the Brew & Bean Festival in May 2021 because of the pandemic.
The May 2021 SNPJ National Bowling Tournament was canceled
by the Executive Committee as well.
The SNPJ National Board approved to proceed with the Culkar
Building roof project at the September Board meeting. The Board
approved a budget amount of $125,000 which includes a contingency
over the bid amount. The contractor is able to schedule this job for
sometime in the spring.
By mid-July the pandemic got worse and resulted in further indoor
restrictions, which rendered indoor weddings not possible. Outdoor
receptions, with limitations, were allowed. The result for the year was
a significant reduction in weddings. Some were canceled and many
were rescheduled for next year (2021) if not moved to the outdoor
venue. Sue Krispinsky has done the best job possible under these
difficult circumstances.
Due to the pandemic, this was a very difficult year financially for
the Recreation Center. The following is a summary of the year-end
financial report for the year 2020:
Total Revenue................... $380,905
Total Expenditures............. $774,113
Net Loss............................ ($393,208)
A detailed financial report is attached. The 2021 budget is also
included as an attachment.
We are very proud of our facility and property. Everyone is encouraged to take advantage of our beautiful SNPJ Recreation Center
as we continue promoting our fraternal activities and programs.
SNPJ Recreation Center Committee
Joseph C. Evanish, Committee Chairman
David Cushman
Jerry R. Hlebak
Cathy Kalenits
Ronald Cadez
Chris Petukauskas
John Baselj
Vincent Baselj, Honorary Member
Jim Curl, Honorary Member

SNPJ Recreation Center Financial Report
as of Dec. 31, 2020
		

Cabins
Events
Dining Room
Gostilna
Tiki Bar
Pool
Slovenefest
Trailer Court
Wedding/Banquet
Misc. Revenue

Revenue

$33,717
$8,500
$13,711
$18,018
$4,422
$4,852
$6,205
$151,551
$120,414
$19,515

Expense

$35,626
$6,487
$15,282
$30,076
$5,288
$14,443
$209
$16,348
$58,474
$188

Overhead Expenses
Salary & Wages		
$274,312
Utilities		
$71,365
Real Estate Taxes		
$82,488
Insurance		 $118,022
Depreciation		
$938
Maintenance		
$20,616
Office & Administration		
$23,188
Major Maintenance Projects		
$764
Total Overhead Expenses			
Totals
$380,905
$774,113

SNPJ Recreation Center 2021 Budget
		

Cabins
Events

Revenue

$65,000
$15,000

Expense

$30,000
$10,000

Profit/(Loss)

($1,910)
$2,014
($1,571)
($12,058)
($867)
($9,591)
$5.996
$135,203
$61,939
$19,328

($591,691)
($393,208)

Profit/(Loss)

$35,000
$5,000

snpj recreation center committee report
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Revenue

Expense

Dining Room
$25,000
$25,000
Gostilna
$50,000
$40,000
Tiki Bar
$20,000
$10,000
Pool
$15,000
$15,000
*Slovenefest
$0
$0
Trailer Court
$160,000
$25,000
Wedding/Banquet
$375,000
$210,000
Misc. Revenue
$30,000
$5,000
Overhead Expenses
Salary & Wages		
$270,000
Utilities		
$70,000
Real Estate Taxes		
$83,000
Insurance		 $115,000
Depreciation		
$1,000
Maintenance		
$40,000
Office & Administration		
$25,000
Major Maintenance Projects		
$10,000
Total Overhead Expenses			
Totals
$755,000
$984,000

Profit/(Loss)

$0
$10,000
$10,000
$0
$0
$135,000
$165,000
$25,000

($614,000)
($229,000)

*This proposed budget does not include figures for Slovenefest

SNPJ Recreation Center Committee Report
Motion by Bro. ANDERSON, second by Bro. MLAKAR, to recess as
the SNPJ National Board and reconvene as the SNPJ Recreation
Center Committee. Motion approved.
President EVANISH presents the report. He states that Bro. Tim
Jergel will stay on as Recreation Center Director for this season.
The pandemic really affected revenue at the Recreation Center; the
late Bro. Kevin Richards was very instrumental in keeping things
going amid the CDC guidelines and restrictions.
He reports that the gas lease is in place, but no progress yet. The
solar project is moving along and we will receive lump-sum payment
when they option the land and construction begins; once constructed,
additional fees per acre will be received. He states that we are looking
into selling some lumber by culling some trees. Some will be done
during construction with the solar project.
The Board will need to make a decision on holding Slovenefest; our
Society attorney stated that the decision should be based on the
current guidelines as there is no way to know what the restrictions
will be in July. The liability is in question, and the Recreation Center
Committee is reluctant to hold Slovenefest: How would we manage
adherence to protocols?
Discussion on Slovenefest by Brothers Jim CURL, CLIFFORD and
MLAKAR, and Sisters BAKER and RIGLER.
Motion to recess as the Recreation Center Committee and reconvene
as the SNPJ National Board by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro.
HERVOL. Motion approved.
Motion to approve the report by Bro. HERVOL, second by Bro.
BASELJ. Motion approved.
Motion to cancel Slovenefest by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Sis.
BAKER. Motion approved.
President EVANISH presents changes to the lease in Exhibit D for
insurance. Motion to approve changes to Exhibit D in the lease by
Bro. HERVOL, second by Bro. CLIFFORD. Motion approved.
The Board recesses for lunch at 12:20 p.m. and returns at 1:05 p.m.

March 26, 2021: Afternoon Session

The meeting reconvenes.
Young Adult Representative’s Report
Bro. Robbie ROCKWELL states that there isn’t much to report from
the young adults since the conference was canceled for 2020. He
thanked the Executive Committee for listening to his request to move
the conference to August for 2021. If held, one of their projects would
be staining the wood at the balina courts.
President EVANISH states that forms were sent out for electing
delegates to the 2021 Young Adult Conference.
Discussion on holding the Young Adult Conference by Sis. RIGLER,
Bro. MLAKAR, Young Adult ROCKWELL, Bro. CLIFFORD, Sis.
BAKER, Sis. PINTAR, Sis. ANDERSON and Bro. Don SRNICK.
President EVANISH suggests we discuss possible liability with
the Society attorney, find out if vaccines can be mandated, and on
which dates the conference could be held. We will follow up with
the Board, and the Board will make a final decision during the June
9 conference call meeting.
Unfinished Business
Discussion on correspondence from Sis. Marcia Leathers sent out
to the Board by Sis. PINTAR, President EVANISH, Sis. ANDERSON
and Bro. MLAKAR. Motion by Sis. ANDERSON, second by Sis.
RIGLER, to take no action on the correspondence received from
Sis. Leathers. Motion approved.
Discussion on correspondence to President Evanish from Bro.
Charles Shaver by Sis. PINTAR, Bro. LAWRENCE, Sis. ANDERSON,
Bro. SRNICK and Bro. ANDERSON. Checks were previously sent
to and returned by Bro. Shaver. Motion by Bro. CLIFFORD, second
by Bro. ANDERSON, to send two checks, one for per diem and one
for approved mileage, to Bro. Shaver with a letter, and the Board
then considers this matter closed and no further discussions will
be held. Motion approved.
General Business
Dividends: Motion by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro. ZAKRAYSEK,
to declare the same dividend as is currently in effect. Motion approved.
Executive Compensation Committee: Motion made by Sis. ANDERSON, second by Bro. CLIFFORD, for the Board to go into Executive
Session to discuss executive compensation. Motion approved. The
executives and the Young Adult Representative leave the call.
Motion by Sis. ANDERSON, second by Bro. CLIFFORD, to come
out of Executive Session, and for the executives and Young Adult
Representative to rejoin the call. Motion approved.
Motion by Sis. ANDERSON, second by Bro. CLIFFORD, to increase
the compensation of each executive officer by two percent. Motion
approved, with the Executive Committee prohibited from voting.
401(k) Discretionary Contribution: President EVANISH advises
the Board that they decide this amount. Bro. CLIFFORD states that
the Finance Committee recognizes that the Society has done well
financially with the reinsurance agreement. Discussion and remarks
by Sis. ANDERSON, Sis. PINTAR and Bro. CLIFFORD. Motion by
Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro. ANDERSON, that a three percent
discretionary contribution be made to the employees 401(k) Plan
for plan year-end 2020. Motion approved.
CGAD: President EVANISH presents this for Board approval, which
NATIONAL BOARD MINUTES
CONTINUE NEXT COLUMN

the Board previously received. Motion by Bro. HERVOL, second by
Sis. BAKER, to approve. Motion approved.
Miss SNPJ Pageant: President EVANISH states that the Board
can again discuss the Miss SNPJ Pageant, if desired. Motion by
Sis. RIGLER, second by Bro. CLIFFORD, to reach out to former
Miss SNPJs to form a committee, and come up with a budget and
agenda to present to the National Board at a meeting for further
consideration of continuing the pageant. Discussion by Bro. SRNICK,
Sis. ANDERSON and Sis. RIGLER. Reaching out to previous Miss
SNPJs will be done by Sis. RIGLER, Sis. ANDERSON and Bro.
SRNICK. Motion approved.
PPP: President EVANISH presents that it might be possible for
501(c)(8) organizations to be eligible to receive this type of loan, and
auditor Leo Hannah has encouraged us to apply. We are not certain
we would be eligible, but we would like to submit an application.
On a motion by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro. ANDERSON, the
Board approves the Resolution that on March 26, 2021, the SNPJ
National Board approves the application for a PPP loan and authorizes
the executive officers to sign the application for such loan.
30th Anniversary of Slovenia’s Independence: President EVANISH
states that he has received correspondence from Consul General
Alenka Jerak regarding possibly hosting an event in September
(pending Covid restrictions) to recognize this anniversary, and that the
Heritage Center Committee would like to sponsor such at the SNPJ
Recreation Center. He suggests a possible banquet by reservation
only. Questions by Bro. MLAKAR on timing, and it was decided to
attempt to hold the event in conjunction with the September National
Board meeting.
Sis. PINTAR remarks that we are now in the period of Lodge meeting
attendance for members to be eligible to be a delegate to the 2022
Quadrennial Convention.
A motion is made by Bro. Roger CLIFFORD, second by Bro. ANDERSON, to hold a June 9, 2021, National Board conference call
at 1 p.m., and hold the semiannual meeting of the SNPJ National
Board on Sept. 17, 2021. Motion approved.
President EVANISH thanks everyone for a good and productive
meeting.
Motion to adjourn at 3:05 p.m. by Bro. HERVOL, second by Sis.
BAKER. Motion approved.
Respectfully submitted,
Karen A. Pintar, FLMI, CCP, AIAA
National Secretary/COO

Wednesday, June 9, 2021

The meeting was called to order at 1 p.m. by President Joseph EVANISH. The roll call of Board members shows that there are 14 National
Board members and one Young Adult Representative on the call.
The minutes from the March 26, 2021, meeting were approved on
a motion by Bro. Rick HERVOL, second by Bro. Ken ANDERSON.
President EVANISH states that the Board is going to vote on the
vacancy for a position on the Audit Committee. Sis. Karen PINTAR
reports that one candidate for this position is ineligible due to failure
to meet the requirements to attend Lodge meetings.
Voting begins with the Board members submitting their vote via
e-mail to the Society auditor.
Young Adult Conference
President EVANISH brings up the 2021 Young Adult Conference
and states that most things have opened up in Pennsylvania, and
we could have the Young Adult Conference as an in-person event.
We would encourage everyone to be vaccinated and would provide
information that they would be attending at their own risk. Comments
by Bro. Fred MLAKAR. Motion to hold the 2021 Young Adult Conference as an in-person event by Sis. Joanna BAKER, second by Bro.
MLAKAR. Motion approved.
The dates of the Young Adult Conference are July 23-25, 2021.
Miss SNPJ Pageant
President EVANISH speaks on the Miss SNPJ Pageant and the
budget for the event, and that Sis. Pintar will prepare an outline for
the structure of the pageant to provide to Sis. Tina Rigler.
The vote count has been received from the Society auditor, and
the results are:
Bro. Ken Zakraysek.................... 8 votes
Sis. Phyllis Wood........................ 3 votes
Sis. Christine Petukauskas........... 1 vote
Bro. John Mlakar.......................... 1 vote
President EVANISH announces that Bro. Ken Zakraysek has been
selected to the SNPJ Audit Committee. President EVANISH congratulates Bro. Zakraysek.
A motion is made by Bro. ANDERSON, second by Bro. Robert
LAWRENCE, to go into Executive Session. Motion approved.
The Board comes out of Executive Session on a motion by Bro.
HERVOL, second by Sis. Tracey ANDERSON. Motion approved.
Motion to adjourn the meeting at 2:12 p.m. by Bro. HERVOL, second
by Sis. BAKER. Motion approved.
Respectfully submitted,
Karen A. Pintar, FLMI, CCP, AIAA
National Secretary/COO

SNPJ National Board

executive committee
Joseph C. Evanish, National President/CEO
Karen A. Pintar, National Secretary/COO
Robert J. Lawrence, National Treasurer/CFO
audit committee
Joanna Baker, Chairwoman
Vincent Baselj
finance committee
Roger C. Clifford, Chairman
Kenneth Anderson
Richard Hervol
regional vice presidents
Kenneth J. Zakraysek, Region 1
James L. Curl, Region 2
Donald f. Srnick, Region 3
Tracey Anderson, Region 4
Justina Rigler, Region 5
Fred Mlakar, Region 6
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Plans laid for Slovenia’s
largest solar power plant
David C. Ely, CPIA
SNPJ Sales Director

With life insurance,
misperceptions
lead only to regrets

D

espite record-high consumer intent to purchase life
insurance, new research finds too many Americans
mistakenly feel life insurance is financially out of
reach, or too difficult to obtain.
According to the 2021 Insurance Barometer Study,
36 percent of consumers say they plan to purchase life
insurance within the next 12 months, which represents
the highest purchase intent in the history of the survey.
Yet even with this increased interest, there are 102 million
uninsured and under-insured Americans who believe they
need to buy life insurance or to increase their coverage.
This represents 40 percent of the adult population. So the
question is: “Why don’t they buy?”
The study reveals the most common reasons people
give for not purchasing life insurance are cost and having
other financial priorities. But more than half (53 percent)
admit that they are unsure what product they would need
or how much coverage to purchase. Nearly half (47 percent) stated that they have put off purchasing, and over
a third (36 percent) believe they simply would not qualify
for coverage.
Like past studies, this year’s Barometer report reveals
more than half of Americans overestimate the cost of insurance by as much as three-fold. This was especially true
for younger generations. Some 44 percent of Millennials
estimate the annual cost of 20-year term life insurance
for a healthy 30-year-old at over $1,000 when it’s actually
closer to $165 per year. This misperception about cost,
coupled with prioritizing other financial needs, puts families needlessly at risk of financial hardship should a wage
earner die unexpectedly.
Like cost, many of the reasons consumers give for not
getting coverage point to a lack of knowledge about the
basics of life insurance. According to this year’s study,
less than a third of consumers said they were “very” or
“extremely” knowledgeable about life insurance. Women
were even less confident in their knowledge, with just one
in five women saying they are deeply knowledgeable about
life insurance. This may explain why life insurance ownership among women has declined for the past five years.
Today, life insurance ownership for women is 47 percent,
much lower than the 58 percent of men who have coverage.
“Today, it’s not enough to say you need life insurance
or to think about purchasing it. It’s time to act on these
interests to protect your loved ones,” said Faisa Stafford,
LUTCF, president and CEO of Life Happens. “If the pandemic taught us anything, it is that the future is promised
to no one. Our data shows that virtually no one regrets
purchasing life insurance, demonstrating those who own
life insurance understand and appreciate its value.”
One of the benefits to being a member of the SNPJ is having access to
knowledgeable Home Office staff who
can answer your questions. We’re here
for you. Share this with information with
others, and together let’s continue to
grow the SNPJ!

SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
Your loyalty with SNPJ is now being rewarded!
Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675
and open your new SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

Loyalty 8 Annuity

8-year surrender period
3.25% first-year guarantee rate
for new money
2.75% in years two through eight
2.50% in year nine and after
3.75% first-year guarantee rate
for conversions of existing
SNPJ annuities

Loyalty 5 Annuity

5-year surrender period
2.75% first-year guarantee rate
for new money
2.50% in year two and after
3.25% first-year guarantee rate
for conversions of existing
SNPJ annuities

* No fees attached to either Loyalty Annuity
* Rates not guaranteed after the first year
* 2.0% guaranteed minimum
* IRAs/Roth IRA /non-qualified eligible

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126
1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

!

LJUBLJANA (STA) — Slovenian power utility Holding Slovenske Elektrarne
(HSE) will soon begin constructing the
largest solar power plant in the country.
The solar plant will be built atop a landfill
near Hrastnik.
The project, named Prapretno, was
announced in early May as an HSE
spokesman said the utility provider had
obtained a building permit. The foundation stone will be laid July 3.
“Prapretno is the first megawatt-plus
solar power plant in Slovenia. It will
cover the annual demand for electric
ity of around 800 average Slovenian
households,” HSE announced in a press
release.
The location has a symbolic meaning
for both HSE and local community. “In
the past, this area was heavily burdened
by the production of electricity at the
Trbovlje thermal power plant and the extraction of coal from the nearby mines,”
according to the press release.
The project director added that HSE
would revive electricity production in
the area, “although in a environmen
tally-friendly way, without greenhouse
gas emissions.”
The press release also states that
HSE plans to expand the location for
additional power production. “In a few
months, when Prapretno starts sending
electricity to the grid, we will become
the largest producer of electricity from
that renewable source.”

“Protect the Sea” signs
dot the Slovenian coast
PORTOROŽ (STA) — As the EUSAIR
Strategy Forum and the Slovenian presidency of the Adriatic and Ionian Initiative (AII) closed in mid-May, renewed
“Protect the Sea” signs were presented
in Portorož. The signs are designed to
raise awareness about climate change
and its impact on the marine and coastal
environment.
“The renovation of the six EU-funded
signs along the Slovenian coast serves
a dual purpose: to draw attention to the
fragile nature of the coastal zone due to
pollution and pressures from land and
sea, and to remind people that everything
in our power must be done to preserve it
for future generations,” said Slovenian
Environment Ministry representative
Mitja Bricelj.
A second element of the project are
high sea level markings, which were
funded by the Slovenian Water Agency.
Agency director Roman Kramer pointed
out that the forecast based on climate
change studies and measurements was
very troubling.
“For the Adriatic Sea, the sea level is
projected to rise by 40 centimeters (15.75
inches) by the middle of this century. By
the end of the century, the optimistic
scenario is a rise of 60 centimeters (23.6
inches) and the pessimistic scenario
predicts a 110 centimeter (43.3 inch)
rise,” Kramer explained. That is why a
group of experts was engaged last year
to prepare a strategy for adapting the
use of Slovenia’s coastline to climate
change-induced sea level rise.
Kramer said that the strategy, expected to be finalized in 2024, would
provide answers on which areas of the
coast need to be protected and solutions
on how to protect them, as well as which
parts of the coast would need to be repurposed.
Environment Agency director Joško
Knez also expressed concerns about the
future. In the last 25 years alone, the
sea level in Slovenia has risen by 12.5
centimeters (4.9 inches), and with the
sea expected to rise by one meter (3.38
feet) before the end of the century, Piran
would be flooded every day.
Piran Mayor Denio Zadkovič said
that his town was no exception when it
came to high sea levels, when the sea
floods the lower parts of the coast. “Such
flooding leaves behind a lot of material
damage and causes discomfort. This
is our reality and, unfortunately, our
future,” he added.

Important figures to consider...
29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

If your coverage is over 5 years old,
contact SNPJ for a policy review.
1-800-843-7675

Posta Slovenije starts
testing drone deliveries
MARIBOR (STA) — In early June,
the Slovenian national postal company
conducted its first drone test flight in
cooperation with the Slovenian company
OneDrone. This is the first step toward
drone deliveries of urgently needed
parcels to areas where conventional
vehicles cannot make deliveries quickly

from the
source
and efficiently.
As representatives from the national
postal operator Posta Slovenije indicated,
many companies around the world
are currently using drones to deliver a
wide variety of parcels, but the current
European legislation does not yet allow
unmonitored flights.
According to CEO Tomaž Kokot,
Posta Slovenije wants to be actively
involved in the process of drafting
regulations governing the operation of
drones in Slovenia with the clear aim of
discovering new business opportunities.
Technology has long made this possible,
but the regulations governing airspace
are the sticking point. At present, there
is little chance that Europe will allow
such deliveries on a large scale.
“The potential use of drones in delivery is wide-ranging – delivery of laboratory samples to and from remote areas,
delivery of goods from ships to land,
even the delivery of online purchases to
customers. We see great potential here at
Posta Slovenije, as well as for deliveries
of online purchases,” Kokot said.
The main advantages of using drones
at Posta Slovenije include reducing pollution, optimizing logistics routes, and
delivering essential goods and materials
quickly to hard-to-reach and remote
areas. There is also great potential for
the delivery of mail to mountainous
locations and, in the opposite direction,
for transporting waste to the valleys. The
same applies to the delivery of medicine
and medical supplies during emergency
situations.
According to the innovation team at
Posta Slovenije, the company’s next steps
in this area will be focused on cooperation between companies and the creation
of a consortium that will advocate for the
commercial use of autonomous aircraft,
while also helping to draft up-to-date
legislation.

Mountain rescue team
adds e-bikes to the fleet
AJDOVŠČINA (STA) — The first
electric mountain bike team in Slovenia
was launched in early June and will
operate in Ajdovščina. The Mountain
Rescue Association has warned that the
number of accidents in the mountains has
increased this year compared to 2020.
A few electric mountain bikes will
provide access to areas that cannot be
accessed by car, as well as assist the
Ajdovščina rescue team to get to the
site of an accident more quickly. The
Ajdovščina municipality purchased one
of the bikes; the other bike was secured
through a fund-raising campaign.
As Robert Kovač, a member of the
Tolmin Mountain Rescue team which
also covers the area, pointed out, “The
Upper Vipava Valley is hilly terrain with
a lot of hard-to-reach areas, so the new
addition to the team’s fleet will come in
handy. Other rescue teams around the
country have expressed an interest in
launching bike units as well.”
Search and rescue teams are deployed
to emergencies that arise in hiking,
mountain biking, paragliding and other
adrenaline sports. There has been an
increase in the number of extreme sports
enthusiasts over the past 20 years.
The Mountain Rescue Association
has urged extra caution in the mountains
since conditions there are still wintry,
highlighting the dangers of slips, rock
avalanches or careless selfie photography. A total of 179 accidents have been
recorded in the Slovenian mountains as
of June, which compares to 492 during
the entire 2020 year.

A top chef selected for
EU presidency guests
BRDO PRI KRANJU (STA) — Distinguished Slovenian chef Tomaž Kavčič
will be in charge of cuisine at all top-level
events during the upcoming Slovenian
presidency of the Council of the EU,
which makes Slovenia the first country
to entrust such a job to a Michelinstarred chef.
As announced by JGZ Brdo State
Protocol Services, the aim of the cooperation with Kavčič is to combine firstclass service, excellent staff and cuisine
at the highest level. Chef Kavčič will be
in charge of the culinary program at four
locations: Villa Tartini, Strmol Castle,
Villa Bled, and the renovated Elegans
Brdo Hotel.
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JGZ Brdo director Marian Hribar
said that the four-star hotel, as well
as the other locations operated by the
state protocol service, would focus on
“exceeding guests’ expectations in all
aspects.”
Kavčič sees this cooperation as a
recognition of his work. “Working as
head chef during the EU Council presi
dency is an exciting challenge which I
accept with great pleasure and respect,”
he said. The chef is confident that his
work, experience and knowledge will
bear fruit, and that the quality of the
culinary service will be raised to the
highest possible level.

A new website offers
more details on used cars
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Sales of used
cars in Slovenia are three times greater
than those of new cars, but information
about used cars is often lacking. To address this situation, the Slovenian Automobile Association (AMZS) launched
a new website in late May that offers
trustworthy information about used
vehicles and their maintenance history.
The AMZS decided to combine an
existing online registry of vehicle information with a site for used vehicles.
The new website, DoberAvto.si, is an
upgrade of Avtolog, which is an AMZS
online tool that offers publicly accessible
information from every periodic vehicle
inspection.
Those in the market for a used car
can now inspect the vehicle’s technical
information, emissions, owner history,
mileage, its performance in periodic
inspections, and whether the car was
stolen or seized. Anyone can post an ad
or browse the site free of charge. The only
requirement to obtain information about
a vehicle is to enter the VIN number.
Of the roughly 200,000 used vehicles
sold in Slovenia last year, the AMZS
estimates that two-thirds have had the
mileage altered. Apart from rolled-back
odometers, buyers’ biggest concerns
are concealed damage and insufficient
service history. Information about the
condition of the vehicle is also important
for road safety and emissions regulations,
according to the AMZS.

Slovenian town hoping
for a new nut roll record
RAVNE NA KOROŠKEM (STA)
— The town of Ravne na Koroškem
is known for its baking achievements.
Residents made a 120-meter-long (approx. 394-foot) apple strudel some years
ago. This year they decided to make a
370-meter-long (approx. 1,214-foot) nut
roll for inclusion in the Guinness Book
of World Records.
The intergenerational center in
Ravne na Koroškem wanted to mark
their seventh anniversary by baking the
world’s biggest potica. But since potica
has recently been protected by the EU
and defined as ring-shaped, the bakers
decided it would be too much work,
opting instead for a straight nut roll, and
contacted the Guinness World Records.
They received the information from
London about the basic ingredients:
flour, eggs, sugar, milk, yeast and filling.
The record contenders then asked about
additional ingredients, choosing walnuts
and rum for the filling. They were also
informed of the existing record for a nut
roll: 350 meters (1,148 feet). “This is why
we went for 370 meters,” said Darja Krevzelj from the intergenerational center.
The preparations took two weeks as
80 volunteers had to grind 232 kilograms
(511 pounds) of walnuts, as well as provide 386 kilograms (851 pounds) of flour,
43 kilograms (95 pounds) of butter, 772
eggs, 348 liters (92 gallons) of milk and
33 liters (nine gallons) of rum.
There was also a lot of work with preparing all the documents to organize the
path where the nut roll would be placed
and then measured. “And hopefully we
will make it into the Guinness Book of
World Records,” said Mariana Kamnik,
also from the intergenerational center.
The record-contending nut roll was
baked May 19 at seven locations, including two restaurants; the majority was
baked in local retirement homes. On
May 20, the nut roll was be assembled
in a 370-meter-long line stretching from
the intergenerational center all the way
to Javornik Castle.
The participants had to meet certain
requirements to set the record. The nut
roll was measured by a geodesist, then
served to participating institutions.
The articles comprising this feature have
been reprinted with permission from the
Slovenian Press Agency (STA).
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SNPJ fraternal sympathies
Bro. John E. Hanisak Jr.
• Lodge 665 •
Pittsburgh — The members of Lodge 665 sadly report
the March 10, 2021, passing of
Bro. John Edward Hanisak Jr.,
75, of Tidioute, Pa., at home
surrounded by his family, after
a long illness.
Bro. Hanisak was born
Aug. 29, 1945, in Phillipsburg,
N.J., the son of the late John
and Pearl Jackson Hanisak.
After graduating from high
school, he went on to proudly
serve his country as a United
States Marine Corps corporal
in Vietnam, receiving several
military awards.
He was employed for many
years by the United States
Postal Service, where he was
a postmaster. He also served as
a Limestone Twp. Supervisor
for several years.
A 53-year SNPJ member,
he was also a lifetime member of the VFW Post 8803
in Tidioute, a member of the
Halgren-Wilcox Post 658
American Legion Motorcycle
Group in Youngsville, Pa.,
and a member of the Combat
Veterans Motorcycle Association. He loved hunting, fishing,
and black powder shoots with
Mad Anthony’s Rangers. He
will be remembered as an avid
Pittsburgh Steelers fan.
John’s family and friends
will truly miss his wonderful
sense of humor which he carried with him until his final
days, joking with them and
showing signs of his loving
humor even in his illness, just
days before his passing.
He is survived by his devoted wife, Leslie Shelkey
Hanisak; a son, John Edward
Hanisak III of Armstrong, Pa.;
a stepdaughter, Frances (John)
Pressler of Imperial, Pa.; a
sister, Sue (Jeff) Knauss of
Pittsburgh; 12 grandchildren;
and nine great-grandchildren.
In addition to his parents,
he was preceded in death by
a son, Robert Hanisak; and a
daughter, Shelley Flowers.
A private burial is planned
at a later time.
On behalf of the members
of Lodge 665 and the Slovene
National Benefit Society, we
offer our sympathies to Bro.
Hanisak’s family, relatives and
friends on their loss.

Sis. Corinne Leskovar
• Lodge 1 •
CHICAGO — The members
of Slavija Lodge 1 sadly report
the April 2, 2021, passing of
Sis. Corinne Leskovar surrounded by her loving family.
Sis. Leskovar was born
Oct. 9, 1927, in Cleveland,
the oldest child of the late
Albina and Rudolph Novak.
She graduated from the University of Colorado, Boulder.
In the early 1950s, Corinne,
her mother and sister Gloria
moved to Chicago and quickly
assimilated into the local
Slovenian community. There
she met her future husband,
Ludwig A. Leskovar, and they
were married in 1955.
Lud and Corinne were
instrumental in strengthening
the Slovenian heritage in the
Heart of Chicago community
and at St. Stephen’s parish. For
more than 35 years, she and
Lud hosted the Slovenian radio
program, a weekly radio show
featuring favorite Slovenian
music, community news and
listener requests, from which
they organized the Slovenian
American Radio Club. They
were the guiding vision and
force behind countless cultural
and civic events, including
the annual Slovenian Day
festivities.
After Lud’s death, Corinne
continued to contribute her
energy and creativity to the
growing Slovenian community, especially as it established
the Slovenian Cultural Center
in Lemont, Ill.
In 1952, Corinne succeeded
her mother as editor of Zarja
- the Dawn, the magazine of
the Slovenian Union of America (formerly the Slovenian
Women’s Union of America), a
position she held for more than
50 years. She was a 48-year
SNPJ member.

Corinne enjoyed traveling,
especially her numerous trips
to Slovenia to visit family and
friends. She also loved music
and enjoyed singing in the
church choir. And even though
Corinne was not a native Chicagoan, she loved the city and
its spectacular lakefront.
Corinne’s creative passion
was Slovenian folk dance.
The founder of the Slovenian
American Folk Dancers, she
was adamant that the dancers be outfitted in authentic
costumes from Slovenia’s
regions, and scoured for material and accessories on her
trips to Slovenia and through
her Slovenian connections.
Her dance groups performed
at cultural events across the
United States and Canada. She
will be remembered for her
undying energy and creativity
in support of her Slovenian
heritage.
In addition to her parents,
she was preceded in death
by her husband, Lud; and her
sister, Gloria. Left to cherish
her memory are her daughter,
Miriam (Mark) Burkland; her
son, Ludwig (Diana) Leskovar
Jr.; six grandchildren; several
cousins, nieces and nephews;
and countless friends.
A gathering to celebrate
Sis. Leskovar’s life is planned
later this year. The family requests donations in Corinne’s
memory to the Slovenian
Catholic Center, www.Slovenian-Center.org.
On behalf of the members
of Lodge 1 and the Slovene
National Benefit Society, we
offer our condolences to Sis.
Leskovar’s family, relatives
and friends on their loss.

Sis. Denise C. Elliott
• Lodge 138 •
STRABANE, Pa. — The
members of Lodge 138 sadly
report the April 27, 2021, passing of Sis. Denise C. Elliott, 65,
of Lone Pine, Pa., surrounded
by her family.
Sis. Elliott was born Oct.
1, 1955, in Washington, Pa.,
a daughter of Frank and
Josephine Deichler Pintar.
Denise was a 1973 graduate
of Canon-McMillan High
School and later received her
licensed practical nurse (LPN)
certificate from Western Area
Vocational Technical School.
A 47-year SNPJ member,
she attended Chartiers-Hill
United Presbyterian Church.
She loved spending time with
her family, and enjoyed cooking, baking and gardening.
On July 22, 1974, she married the love of her life, Ronald
D. Elliott. He preceded her in
death on May 29, 2011, after
36 years of marriage.
Surviving are two sons,
Ronald D. (Lisa) Elliott II of
Houston, Pa., and Jack Elliott
of Amity, Pa.; a daughter,
Casey Caltuna of Houston;
eight grandchildren; five greatgrandchildren; two brothers,
Frank (Cris) Pintar Jr. of Virginia Beach, Va., and Dennis
Pintar of Amity; a daughter in
her heart, Casey Gonzales of
Washington; and several nieces
and nephews.
Deceased are a sister, Virginia Pintar; and a son-in-law,
Nicholas Caltuna.
Services for Sis. Elliott
were held May 3 in McIlvaineSpeakman Funeral Home,
Ltd., Houston. Interment
followed in the National Cemetery of the Alleghenies, Cecil
Twp., Pa.
On behalf of the members
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene
National Benefit Society, we
offer our sympathies to Sis.
Elliott’s family, relatives and
friends on their loss.

Bro. William A. Cushman
• Lodge 138 •
STRABANE, Pa. — The
members of Lodge 138 sadly
report a second recent loss with
the April 30, 2021, passing of
Bro. William Andrew Cushman, 80, of Garner, N.C., in
his home.
Bro. Cushman was born
Feb. 6, 1941, in Canonsburg,
Pa., a son of the late Andrew
and Helen Goldbaugh Cush-

man. He was a 1959 graduate
of Canonsburg High School
and served in the U.S. Army,
honorably discharged in 1965.
He was stationed in Germany, where he met his wife.
They enjoyed 61 years together
and recently celebrated their
59th wedding anniversary.
Over the years, he and his wife
traveled extensively throughout the United States, Canada,
Germany, the UK, and other
parts of Europe.
Shortly after returning to
the U.S. with his bride from
Germany, he gained employment at McGraw-Edison in
Canonsburg, where he worked
for more than 40 years. He
retired from Pennsylvania
Transformer as a supervisor,
and shortly after relocated to
North Carolina.
While in Pennsylvania, he
was a member of St. Patrick’s
Church in Canonsburg, and
later Immaculate Conception
in Washington.
A 63-year SNPJ Lodge 138
member, he was also a member
of the American Legion and
a volunteer with 84 Youth
Little League Baseball. He
fulfilled his lifelong dream
of designing and building his
own house.
He loved the Steelers, the
Pirates, and both Pitt and Penn
State football.
He is survived by his wife,
Barbara; children Dale (Janette) Cushman of Suwanee,
Ga., Jannine (Dwayne) LeBlanc of Cary, N.C., and Nicole
(Shane) Balcik of Stroudsburg,
Pa.; eight grandchildren; and
many nieces and nephews. He
was always happiest when he
was with his family, who will
dearly miss him.
In addition to his parents,
he was preceded in death by
three brothers, James, Edward
and Robert; and four sisters,
Ann, Dorothy, Katherine and
Helen. He was the last surviving member of his immediate
family.
A Mass will be celebrated
for Bro. Cushman in Our Lady
of Lourdes Catholic Church,
Raleigh, N.C., at the convenience of the family.
On behalf of the members
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene
National Benefit Society, we
extend our sympathies to Bro.
Cushman’s family, relatives
and friends on their loss.

Sis. Mary J. Kohler
• Lodge 153 •
YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio —
The members of Lodge 153
sadly report the May 2, 2021,
passing of Sis. Mary Jean
Zlogar Kohler, 91, at her home,
surrounded by her son and
daughter, after a long illness.
Sis. Kohler was born Feb.
10, 1930, in Youngstown, a
daughter of the late Mary and
Joseph Zlogar. She graduated
from Chaney High School,
class of 1948, and for many
years enjoyed meeting with
her classmates monthly. After
graduation, she worked at G.C.
Murphy Co. and General Fireproofing Co.
Her hobbies were antiquing
and gardening. She loved cats
and always shared her home
with one.
Having g rown up on
Youngstown’s west side playing street baseball as “Slugger
Zlogar,” Jean loved the Cleveland Indians. One of the most
exciting moments of her life
was running the bases after
an Indians game on July 13,
2003. She also met Al Rosen
and shook his hand that day.
She was a charter and
lifelong member of Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic
Church in Austintown, Ohio,
and a longtime member of its
Altar and Rosary Society. She
frequently volunteered at IHM
School during her children’s
school years.
Proud of her Slovenian
heritage, she was a 73-year
SNPJ Lodge 153 member and
cherished her lifelong friendships from the Lodge.
She leaves behind her son,
David J. Kohler of Austintown;
her daughter, Amy J. Nolan of
Solon, Ohio; five grandchildren; six great-granddaughters
and two great-grandsons;

Sis. mary j. kohler (153)

Bro. donald r. urbanic (89)

several nieces and nephews;
and a sister, Dolores DePietro.
She was preceded in death
by her parents, Mary (Glavic)
and Joseph A. Zlogar; her
husband, Andrew J. “Andy”
Kohler III, whom she married
May 2, 1953; her beloved son,
Daniel A. “Danny” Kohler of
Youngstown; two sisters-inlaw, Florence Prossick and
Gertrud Kohler; three brothers-in-law, Harry DePietro,
Chuck Prossick and George
Kohler; and two nephews.
A Mass of Christian Burial
was celebrated for Sis. Kohler
on May 8 at Immaculate Heart
of Mary Church, Austintown.
Interment followed in Resurrection Cemetery.
On behalf of the members
of Lodge 153 and the Slovene
National Benefit Society, we
extend our condolences to Sis.
Kohler’s family, relatives and
friends on their loss.

never at a loss to give them advice. More than anything, Don
was a loving, larger-than-life
“Pappy” who truly adored his
grandsons. He was legendary
for his “Pappy Chats,” during which he would provide
invaluable advice about topics
that neither grandson wanted
to discuss.
Giving back to his community was very important to
Don. He was an active member of Carnegie Elks Lodge
#831, where he had served as
Exalted Ruler and as District
Deputy to the Grand Exalted
Ruler, and he and Patty were
20-year members of the Ceili
Club, an organization that
promotes Irish culture and
social traditions through dance
and music. The Borough of
Carnegie, Pa., recognized his
service by declaring July 29
“Don Urbanic Day.”
Don’s family and friends
remember him as a happy,
upbeat guy who cared deeply
for those around him. He was
dependable, loyal, kind and
generous. Don’s heart was
big, as was his love of stories
and sharing them with family
and friends, sometimes more
than once. His nieces recall
thinking that they could “get
rich” when their uncle would
visit and was required to put a
quarter in the jar every time he
used a “bad” word.
Whether he was at the SNPJ
club, the Pour House, working
at Home Depot or shopping
at the grocery store, Don was
gregarious and knew almost
everyone. He would take time
to talk to anyone he ran into
and would always help others.
He was kind and thoughtful,
he focused on the positives,
and he was appreciative for all
the good things in his life. He
made the world a better place
by being who he was, and passing on his values and ethics to
those he left behind.
Don was preceded in death
by his parents and his brother,
Louis Anton “Tony” Urbanic.
He is survived by his second
wife, Patricia Urbanic; children
Carrie Urbanic (fiancé Aaron
Highfill) and Donald (Beth

Bro. Donald R. Urbanic
• Lodge 89 •
MIDWAY, Pa. — The Urbanic family and the members
of Lodge 89 sadly report the
May 23, 2021, passing of
Bro. Donald R. Urbanic, 80,
of Crafton, Pa. After several
months of declining health,
Don died peacefully with his
children, Don and Carrie, by
his side.
Bro. Urbanic was born Nov.
15, 1940, in Midway, a son
of Mary and Anton Urbanic
who immigrated to the United
States from Slovenia. He was
the third child, born after
Louis and Frank, and followed
by Mary. Don was a lifelong
member of SNPJ Lodge 89 in
Midway, like his parents. His
children and grandchildren are
also Lodge 89 members.
Don’s Slovenian heritage
was a big part of his life.
Though his parents thought it
was important for him to speak
English while growing up, he
learned Slovenian and spoke
it well. He had the pleasure of
meeting Slovenia’s first president, Milan Kučan, when he
visited the SNPJ Home Office.
He was a big fan of Slovenian polka music, and the
highlight of his year was an
annual visit to Slovenefest.
There he enjoyed dancing,
pivo, and listening to the button
boxes – he even tried his hand
at playing once!
Don made many visits to
Slovenia to visit family there,
including the family home
in Stara Sušica, and relatives
in Kal and Portorož. He often wore Slovenian-themed
clothes to show others his pride
in being Slovenian.
Always a hard worker, he
learned his work ethic on his
uncle Frank’s farm. As a young
adult, he began his career in
grocery wholesales at Thorofare, a local grocery store.
Don married Evelyn Henry
in 1964 and they had two
children, Don and Carrie. He
enlisted in 1961 and served
in the U.S. Army and Army
National Guard. In 1986, Don
married Patricia Ringel to begin a loving union of 35 years.
He enjoyed a close relationship
with his stepsons, Fred, Ken,
Patrick and Raymond Ringel,
and their families.
Don understood the importance of family, community
and responsibility. He was a
devoted son to both of his parents and provided a great deal
of emotional support in their
later years. He was a devoted
husband to his wife Patty, and
waited to see her one last time
before passing.
Don was an amazing father
who loved his children and was

Ann Rosica) Urbanic; grandchildren Luca Anton Urbanic
and Marco Joseph Urbanic; a
brother, Frank (Kathie) Urbanic; his sister, Mary (Dan)
Jones; and extended family
across the United States and
in Slovenia.
A funeral service was celebrated for Bro. Urbanic on
May 28 at St. Philip Church,
Crafton. Private interment
followed in Resurrection Cemetery, Moon Twp, Pa.
The family requests donations to the SNPJ Scholarship
Fund, 247 West Allegheny
Road, Imperial, PA 151269774. Please indicate that the
donation is made on behalf of
Donald R. Urbanic.
“That man is a success –
who has lived well, laughed
often and loved much, who has
gained the respect of intelligent
men and the love of children,
who has filled his niche and
accomplished his task, who
leaves the world better than he
found it, who has never lacked
appreciation of earth’s beauty
or failed to express it, who
looked for the best in others
and gave the best he had.”
~ Unknown
On behalf of the members
of Lodge 89 and the Slovene
National Benefit Society, we
extend our sympathies to Bro.
Urbanic’s family, relatives and
friends on their loss.

Sis. Mildred Golonka
• Lodge 89 •
MIDWAY, Pa. — The Golonka family and the members of
Lodge 89 sadly report the June
5, 2021, passing of Sis. Mildred
Golonka of Slovan, Pa.
Sis. Golonka was born
March 15, 1925, in Slovan
to the late Mary and George
Matijevich.
In addition to 77 years of
SNPJ membership, she was
a longtime member of Our
Lady of Lourdes (St. Isidore
The Farmer) parish in Burgettstown, Pa.
Her husband, Walter, preceded her in death on May
9, 2004.
Mildred is survived by her
children, Marcia and Sheila.
Also surviving are a brother,
Pete, and a sister, Stella.
A private funeral service
was held for Sis. Golonka
on June 9 in Lee & Martin
Funeral Home, Burgettstown.
Burial followed in Our Lady
of Lourdes Catholic Cemetery,
Burgettstown.
On behalf of the members
of Lodge 89 and the Slovene
National Benefit Society, we
offer our sympathies to Sis.
Golonka’s family, relatives and
friends on their loss.

DEATHS REPORTED
For the month of May 2021
			
LODGE NAME

A01
A01
A01
A02
A02
3
6
6
34
34
34
34
53
87
107
107
138
138
153
165
216
216
218
225
559
559
584
629
665
715
770
782

Theresa C. Schwartz
Rosemarie Grossbauer
William E. Lindsay III
David R. Werner
Nelson H. Erb
Gerald A. Lentz Jr.
Pauline Korzi
Donald G. Bistarkey Sr.
Mary E. Blue
Bertha M. Medsker
Michelle A. Jeschke
Valeria R. Ferency
David L. Stephan
Joseph A. Klus Jr.
Anna Woodruff
Mary Ann Buechner
Michael S. Lautar
Denise C. Elliott
Mary J. Kohler
Judith A. Bartolomucci
William Samec
Dolores J. Ewing
Rudolph J. Shober
Rosalie J. Pike
Louise J. Pearce
Leona M. Will
Anna M. Fox
Larry K. Kraeer
Edward V. Simcic
Jacob A. Gleghorn
Shirley J. Mitzel
Barbara Clifford

DATE OF
DEATH City, State

01-09-2021
02-26-2021
07-12-2020
04-10-2021
04-22-2021
03-01-2021
01-08-2021
05-01-2016
04-25-2021
04-27-2021
05-07-2021
08-27-2020
04-07-2021
12-16-2020
03-21-2021
08-07-2020
04-12-2021
04-27-2021
05-02-2021
04-25-2021
04-21-2021
07-24-2020
05-24-2015
12-04-2020
01-22-2021
11-28-2020
11-28-2020
03-27-2021
04-26-2021
04-19-2021
08-23-2020
12-01-2020

Lancaster, Pa.
Catasauqua, Pa.
Havertown, Pa.
Rockwood, Pa.
Pittsburgh, Pa.
Latrobe, Pa.
Weirton, W.Va.
West Hickory, Pa.
Pittsboro, Ind.
Naples, Fla.
Fishers, Ind.
Sullivan, Ind.
Raleigh, N.C.
Mt. Pleasant, Pa.
Fenton, Mo.
St. Louis, Mo.
Moundsville, W.Va.
Amity, Pa.
Youngstown, Ohio
Newell, Pa.
San Ramon, Calif.
Cheswick, Pa.
Leadville, Colo.
Girard, Kan.
Glendale Heights, Ill.
Shorewood, Ill.
Waterford, Wis.
Turtle Creek, Pa.
Pittsburgh, Pa.
Bessemer, Pa.
New Middletown, Ohio
Renfrew, Pa.

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO
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Members celebrating 50, 60, 70 and 80 years with the Slovene National Benefit Society

O

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

f the 2,000 life insurance companies and
fraternal benefit societies operating in the
United States, fewer than 100 have been in
existence as long as the SNPJ. As a not-for-profit
fraternal benefit society, we have successfully provided life insurance to our members since 1904, along
with a full package of social, athletic and cultural
programs, scholarships, community service projects,
and much more. SNPJ also offers annuities that can
be used for IRAs and Roth IRAs.
Our more than 115 years of longevity and success
have been made possible by the loyalty and dedication of our members. The SNPJ’s engine may have
been built and its direction set by its founders and
subsequent leaders, but its path has been traveled,
cleared and paved by our dedicated members.
As a way to show respect and appreciation to
our longtime and loyal members, we recognize

• Pioneer Lodge 559 member Sis.
judith m. dedic celebrated
her 50th year of SNPJ membership in April. She writes:
“Thank you for recognizing me
for my 50-year anniversary as a
member of SNPJ Chicago Pioneer
Lodge 559.
“I married William Dedic, son
of Mary and Bill Dedic, in 1968.
Mary Dedic was very active with
the Pioneer Lodge throughout
her life. She was kind enough to
enroll me.
“I remember the Lodge as being a place of great energy with
music, friendly chatter, and lots
of laughter. Over the years there
were several cooking events, but
I particularly remember the time I
participated in the strudel making,
a Lodge fundraiser. Our children
also enjoyed the Lodge Christmas
parties and other events.
“I am now retired after 33 years
of teaching family and consumer
science and health occupations.
Bill, who was recognized for his

membership milestones with a custom gift. The
years of membership are counted in terms of adult
membership years, not including youth enrollment
years. These milestones of recognition include 50,
60, 70 and 80 years of adult membership.
We ask our Fraternal Honorees, once they have
received their awards from the Society, to submit a
short report on their past and present lifestyle, including their Lodge affiliation, hobbies and any other
information that might be of interest to our readers.
In acknowledging these dedicated members, it is
our privilege to show respect for these honorees by
offering our thanks and appreciation for the loyalty
they have shown the SNPJ for so many years. In this
small way, through our official SNPJ publication, we
can etch their names even deeper into the archives
of the Slovene National Benefit Society.
On behalf of the entire membership, we extend
our congratulations to those members reaching these
anniversary milestones.

Sis. judith dedic

Sis. gladys boltezar

60-year SNPJ membership in the
April issue, and I enjoy being with
the grandchildren and traveling.
We miss our opportunity to travel
right now, but look forward to it in
the near future.
“We are so thankful that we
visited family in Slovenia in 1971
and in 2013. It was such a great
opportunity to connect with family and the beautiful country of
Slovenia.”

recently she lived independently.
She now resides in an assisted
living apartment.
Gladys extends her appreciation for the 80-year recognition
and for the afghan blanket she
received from the Society.

Sis. JUDITH M. DEDIC
Chicago Lodge 559
Downers Grove, IL
• Sis. Gladys R. Boltezar,
a member of Lodge 577 in Pueblo,
Colo., was recognized as an 80year SNPJ member in December
2020.
Sis. Boltezar will celebrate her
98th birthday in July, and until only

• Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 member
Sis. Barbara L. Ramous
was recognized as a 50-year
SNPJ member in June. She
writes:
“Involvement in the SNPJ
occurred in my youth. Youth
Circle 36 activities were always
attended. Since I lived closed to
the Sygan Lodge, our entire family
frequented the facility. And when
they didn’t have enough pinsetters

Sis. gladys boltezar

Sis. barbara ramous

FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. judith dedic

CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Sis. Gladys R. Boltezar
Pueblo, Colo., Lodge 577
Pueblo, CO

CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

information

Looking for information on
your SNPJ life insurance and
annuity policies? Pay a visit to
snpj.org, click the “PolicyView
Login” link, then follow the
step-by-step instructions.

Sis. barbara ramous
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

at the bowling alley, I was called
to substitute.
“My father, Ed ‘Moose’ Ramous, was the Lodge secretary
and served on the SNPJ National
Board. After his death in 1984, my
mother, Roberta ‘Bobbie,’ took
over his position at Lodge 6.
“After graduating high school,
I received a scholarship from the
SNPJ. I attended Slippery Rock
State College and received both
bachelor of science and master of
arts degrees, majoring in physical
education.
“I was employed as an Adapted
Physical Education Specialist with
Los Angeles County Schools for
30 years, teaching children with
special needs. After retirement, I
was ordained a Christian minister
and became a certified chaplain.
I volunteered on several mission
trips, taking me to Mexico, Argentina, China, and Costa Rica.
“Spending 40 years in California, remaining single and having
no children, I decided several
years ago to relocate back to
Pennsylvania to be near family.
Clarion is my hometown now.
I continue to volunteer in the
community and at the YMCA. A
local church has also given me
opportunities to minister to their
congregation.
“It’s great to be back in Pennsylvania!”
Sis. Barbara L. Ramous
Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6
Clarion, PA
fraternal honorees
CONTINUE NEXT COLUMN

CLEVELAND — The purpose of
the National Cleveland-Style Polka
Hall of Fame is to preserve the polka
legacy through its museum, annual
award show, events and promotion.
The PHOF is conducting a membership drive through July 15 to
increase present-day awareness and
provide polka camaraderie. Become
a Lifetime or High Note Society

member and receive a free limitededition “I got squeezed at the Polka
Hall of Fame” T-shirt or a “Polka
Fun-Raiser” CD.
Join the High Note Society: Become a member of the High Note
Society at the Bronze level of $250,
Silver Level of $500 and Gold Level
of $1,000 or more, and a personalized and engraved music note will
be placed on the PHOF High Note
Society Wall in the PHOF Museum.

The High Note Society also includes
a PHOF lifetime membership.
Become a Lifetime Member: Pay
a one-time donation of $150.
Annual Membership: Pay yearly
dues of $18.
Donations: All donations are graciously welcome! PHOF donations
and memberships are 100 percent tax
deductible and make a perfect gift or
in-memory remembrance.
The benefits of being a PHOF

PROSVETA Crossword
Baseball

ACROSS
1. Turkey trot, e.g.
6. Dadaist Jean
9. *____ crew, Milwaukee
		 Brewers fan base
13. Poppy seed derivative
14. Afghan monetary unit
15. Hotel room option
16. Category of artistic
composition
17. Between northeast and east
18. Relating to pond scum
19. *Babe Ruth’s first major
		 league team
21. *____-and-____ sport
23. Dog command
24. Bald eagle’s home
25. Witchy woman
28. Back wound?
30. Siskel or Ebert
35. Smoothing appliance
37. Distinctive flair
39. Stomata, sing.
40. Burlap fiber
41. Archeologist’s find
43. Estimated arrivals
44. Discompose
46. Cobbler’s concern
47. Merlin or Gandalf
48. *B in RBI
50. Close by
52. Spade for stony ground

Sis. Barbara L. Ramous (6)

Sis. sylvia f. fabian (643)

fraternal honorees
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

• Girard, Ohio, Lodge 643 member Sis. sylvia f. fabian
celebrated her 80-year SNPJ
membership in June. She writes:
“It was a big surprise – and
treasure, too – to receive the
lovely afghan blanket as a gift
for being an 80-year member of
the SNPJ.
“My parents were the first to
join the SNPJ in 1930. Then three
generations followed in their footsteps and all are members.
“Visits to Slovenia to know relatives, to the Campsite, to Senior
Week, and to local Lodge 643
events helped us appreciate our
heritage.
“Thank you for remembering
my membership.”
Sis. sylvia f. fabian
Girard, Ohio, Lodge 643
Girard, OH

Polka Hall of Fame conducting membership drive in July
by Joe Wojtila (158)
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame

at your
fingertips

CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Sis. judith m. dedic (559)

53.
55.
57.
61.
64.
65.
67.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.

(#0721) by StatePoint Media

Karl of politics
Between ready and go
*Left, center or right one
*Yankees’ only #4
Blast from the past
Crew tool
Helped
____ one’s time, past tense
Schiller’s poem
Express contempt
What Simon does
Cut grass
Intoxicating

DOWN
1. *Eat a hot one at the game
2. Copycat
3. *Number of standard
		 baseball positions
4. Miss Muffet’s meal
5. Vomiting
6. Highest point
7. *Scoring unit
8. Annapolis frosh
9. Tulip’s early stage
10. Capital of Latvia
11. Et alibi (2 words)
12. Water source
15. Bacchus’ attendants
20. Weasel’s aquatic cousin
22. *Baseball trajectory

24. Diver’s edible reward
25. Muslim woman’s headscarf
26. Caribbean island destination
27. Gained access to (2 words)
29. Hoppy beers
31. Individual unit
32. Bottom line
33. Idealized image
34. *Katie ____ or “____ at
		 the Bat”
36. Empty when kids leave
38. World’s longest river
42. Cut it out
45. Moved a flock of sheep
49. Certain John’s or Jane’s
last name
51. Re-use old ideas
54. Car sound, to a toddler
56. Trinity
57. Small door-opening devices
58. One of the hipbones, pl.
59. Whirlpool
60. “Big Little ____”
61. What Jack’s beanstalk did
62. It comes to mind
63. Turned to the right,
like a horse
66. Commotion or fuss
68. Wine quality
The solution to puzzle #0721 will
run in the Aug. 2 issue.

© StatePoint Media

member include receiving “The
Polka Focus” newsletter, voting for
the awards, free admission to the
annual PHOF Appreciation Dance,
and discounts at the PHOF Gift Shop.
PHOF members help preserve the
Slovenian culture and polka history,
and support good-time polka music.
For membership information, contact PHOF Membership Chairman
Joe Wojtila at (440) 487-0118 or email PHOFmembership@gmail.com.

12

PROSVETA

snpj.org • prosveta@snpj.com

July 1, 2021

Heritage and generosity shaped spring activities
for Fontana Lodge 723
by Phyllis Wood
Lodge 723 Secretary/Treasurer

exciting to hear each Lodge
member in attendance share
their passion for continuing
their heritage.
A second activity was held
on May 15 during the Fontana
Slovene Hall Heirloom Sale for
California Lodge members in
the form of a non-perishable
food item donation. More
than 75 items were donated
to CityLink Food Warehouse
in Fontana. Thank you to all
SNPJ members who generously donated items for this
very worthy cause.

FONTANA, Calif. — SNPJ
Lodge 723 has met the challenge of our pandemic virtual
world by holding their first
Lodge activity during the
April 2021 virtual Lodge
meeting.
The activity was to share
with the group a Slovenian or
other nationality tradition that
has continued in your home.
Overwhelmingly, the most
continued traditions were food
and family gatherings. It was

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa.
— In memory of my late husband, Frank Mavrich, FrankFest was held the Friday of
Memorial Day weekend at
the SNPJ Recreation Center.
Although the weather didn’t
cooperate, there was a great
turnout.
The Tiki Bar was full, as
well as those who toasted to
Frank in the Gostilna. Our

KIRTLAND, Ohio — Who
are the polka stars of the future? You decide at the Battle
of the Polka Bands of Tomorrow, refereed by the National
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of
Fame and Museum, on Sunday,
July 18, at the SNPJ Farm in
Kirtland. You’ll thrill to the
best young musicians on today’s polka scene throughout
an accordion competition that
will get you dancing.
Polka Hall of Fame legend
Eddie Rodick leads the day’s

Lodge
6

Member
Margaret M. Chappel

Member
Marion R. Krupa
Violet Sorensen
Don Yerman
Evangeline C. Sever
Anthony J. Russ

60-Year Members
Non-perishable food items collected by Lodge 723 during the
Fontana Slovene Hall Heirloom Sale were donated to the
CityLink Food Warehouse in Fontana, Calif.

Lodge
2
3
8
8
33
254
274
449
559

Member
Robert A. Mahnich
George W. Karshina
Jon A. Checker
Ruth A. Harast
Frank J. Kosela
Donna M. Naugle
Darlene M. Jubina
Raymond G. Urbanz
Anthony L. Hotko

50-Year Members
Lodge
6
6
8
8
34
53
138
138
138
138
142
142
142
153
158

The Polka Bands of Tomorrow will
compete at the SNPJ Farm in July
featured orchestra between
musical bouts by the up-andcoming entertainers. Scheduled polka competitors include
Joshua Kay (Cleveland), T.J.
Likovic (Cleveland), Garrett
Tatano (Pittsburgh), and R.J.
Zolka (Youngstown, Ohio).
Vote for the music-maker
that really gets you hopping.
The dance pavilion opens at
1 p.m. for six hours of polka,
waltz and pop music. Homestyle sandwiches and refreshments will be available. Pick
out a T-shirt, babushka or polka
recording at the Polka Hall of

80-Year Members

Lodge
3
8
158
223
584

daughter, Katie Mavrich
Green, made the toast, and
we released heart-shaped
balloons. Several who were
unable to attend posted pictures of themselves on Facebook raising their glasses to
Frank.
It means the world to me
to have so many people participate in FrankFest. I would
like to thank Andy Krispinski, Sue Krispinski and Tim
Jergel for all their help.

by JOE VALENCIC (5)
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame

July 2021

70-Year Members

Friends turn out for a toast during FrankFest 2021
by AMY MAVRICH
Lodge 138

SNPJ Membership Anniversaries

Fame Pop-Up Shop.
The Battle of the Polka
Bands of Tomorrow benefits
the National Cleveland-Style
Polka Hall of Fame Museum
and Archives in Euclid, Ohio.
The Polka Hall of Fame hosts
polka events throughout the
year.
The SNPJ Farm is located at
10946 Heath Road in Kirtland,
off Chardon Road (Route 6),
three miles east of Route 306
and six miles west of State
Route 44.
Tickets are priced at $10 in
advance or $12 on the day of

Member
Kathleen L. Malbrough
Jack M. Tady
Edward Borngraver
Norman A. Kindernay
Gary L. Williams
Barbara A. Oltmanns
Marilyn Tomsic
H. Michele Kosem
Doris J. Sandreth
Walter Elish
Mary E. Pluth
Liane D. Meyer
Donna E. George
Carol A. Coppola
Jacquelyn L. Delost

Lodge
564

Member
Justine Porter

Lodge
584
604
629
782

Member
Grace M. Mahal
Dorothy A. Liptak
Cecilia B. Zuzich
David J. Meloni

Lodge
562
564
564
629
729
782
A01
A02

Member
Rose E. Eickenhorst
Susan J. Boineau
Bonnie J. Long
Nancy L. Ganster
Judith C. Palicka
Joanne Bostjanick
Marguerite A. Murphy
Marion L. Pierce

Lodge
216
225
371
577
577
581
584
614
614
643
643
715
770
786
A01

Member
Andrea D. Bougher
Susan K. Thompson
Ronald S. Horvath
James R. Yankovich
Norbert D. Giltner
Mary L. Yakely
Duane L. Gerlovich
John J. Stuchal
Dale J. Luzar
Dennis J. Hlasta
Kenneth L. Umeck
Lorraine S. Schoepke
Frank C. Satterfield
Donna J. Olip
Bernadette A. Mullins

PROSVETA Crossword
fictional fathers (#0621) solution

Polka legend Eddie Rodick
will perform while today’s top
young musicians compete in
the Battle of the Polka Bands
of Tomorrow on Sunday, July
18, at the SNPJ Farm.

the event. For details, phone the
Polka Hall of Fame at (216) 2613263, or visit PolkaFame.com.

Jerome Troha Music Scholarship awarded for 2021
music sCHOLARSHIP
FROM PAGE 1

As Lodge 581 continue to promote the
North Central Pennsylvania Slovenian
Polka Boosters dances, attendance has
grown. On May 16 we were honored to
welcome guests David and Wava (Moroski) Sweda from Oakdale, Pa., and
Ken Snarey and Peggi Marosich from
Whitehall, Pa. On May 30, a couple from

Philadelphia came to the dance because
they saw the notice on Facebook.
All polka fans are welcome to attend
the dances. The next dance is scheduled
July 11.
John Moore and John Odonish have
resumed their accordion performances
at the Silver Creek Nursing Home in St.
Marys and at the Ecumenical Home in
Bradford, Pa. They miss performing with

Jerry Troha and are looking for other
musicians to join them. Contact John
Moore at (814) 837-9218 if interested in
joining them.
St. Marys SNPJ Lodge 581 continues
to post on Facebook. For additional information about Lodge 581, contact Lodge
Secretary/Treasurer Marcia Klancer
Bleggi at (814) 335-4983 or e-mail marcia.
and.don@gmail.com.

77th SNPJ National Golf Tournament
at Black Hawk Golf Course
644 Blackhawk Rd., Beaver Falls, PA 15010
Phone: (724) 843-5512

Saturday, Sept. 4, 2021

PROSVETA 2021 Publication Dates
JANUARY 2021
						
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

MAY 2021
							
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

FEBRUARY 2021
		 1
2
3
4
7
8
9 10 11
14 15 16 17 18
21 22 23 24 25
28

JUNE 2021
			 1
2
3
6
7
8
9 10
13 14 15 16 17
20 21 22 23 24
27 28 29 30

5
6
12 13
19 20
26 27

4
5
11 12
18 19
25 26

SEPTEMBER 2021
				
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30
OCTOBER 2021
						
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

8 a.m. Shotgun Start
Individual Event
Name

Lodge No.

1.
2.
3.
4.
Team Event
Name

Lodge No.

1.
2.

		 1
7
8
14 15
21 22
28 29

MARCH 2021
2
3
4
9 10 11
16 17 18
23 24 25
30 31

APRIL 2021
					
1
4
5
6
7
8
11 12 13 14 15
18 19 20 21 22
25 26 27 28 29

5
6
12 13
19 20
26 27

2
3
9 10
16 17
23 24
30

JULY 2021
					
1
4
5
6
7
8
11 12 13 14 15
18 19 20 21 22
25 26 27 28 29

1
8
15
22
29

2
9
16
23
30

3
10
17
24
31

NOVEMBER 2021
		 1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

AUGUST 2021
3
4
5
6
7
10 11 12 13 14
17 18 19 20 21
24 25 26 27 28
31

DECEMBER 2021
				
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

2
9
16
23
30

Publication dates are highlighted in black boxes; deadline dates are circled. The deadline for submissions is noon on the
dates circled above. Submissions may be mailed to PROSVETA, 247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126; faxed to
(724) 695-1555; e-mailed to prosveta@snpj.com; or submitted via the Publications section of the SNPJ website, snpj.org.

3.
4.
Tournament Secretary:
David Sankovich, SNPJ District 3 Athletic Director
Entry fees for team and individual events are $53 per member.
For individual event only, entry fee is $48 per member.
Entry fee includes greens fees, golf cart, prize fund.

Return this form, along with entry fees, to:
SNPJ Recreation Center
270 Martin Rd., Enon Valley, PA 16120
Phone: 1-877-767-5732
Make checks payable to SNPJ
ENTRY DEADLINE IS AUG. 23, 2021
The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament
rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Home Office,
247 W. Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126.

