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The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are Sept. 1 and Oct. 1. All material must 
be received by noon on Monday, Aug. 
16, for the Sept. 1 issue, and by Monday, 
Sept. 13, for the Oct. 1 issue. If you’re 
concerned about making the deadline, 
send an e-mail to prosveta@snpj.com or 
submit your material via the publications 
area of our website, snpj.org.

THE
DEADLINE

briefly

sharon, Pa. — The next Lodge 31 
meeting will be held Thursday, Aug. 19, 
starting at 7 p.m. at the Slovenian Hall, 
1037 Baldwin Ave. in Sharon. Members 
attending should walk up the ramp to 
the second floor. Lodge business and 
our holiday dinner will be discussed. If 
you have any questions, please call Barb 
Bogolin at (724) 347-1197 before 10 p.m.

BARB BogolIN
Lodge 31 Secretary/Treasurer

sharon Lodge 31 slates
mid-august meeting date

•	 Mileage	reimbursement	will	only	be	
paid up to a 100-mile radius of the 
SNPJ Recreation Center

•	 Compensation	also	includes	a	
 $50 per diem

Resumes for these positions should 
be forwarded by Sept. 3, 2021, to:

Slovene National 
Benefit Society

Joseph C. Evanish, National President
247 West Allegheny Road

Imperial, PA 15126
e-mail: pcushman@snpj.com

Call for Candidates
SNPJ Recreation 
Center Committee

This announcement serves as a call to 
all members interested in serving on the 
SNPJ Recreation Center Committee. Two 
positions for terms of three years each will 
be filled during the Sept. 17, 2021, SNPJ 
National Board meeting.

BoroUGh oF snPJ, Pa. — SNPJ 
Lodge 776 will hold a meeting on Sun-
day, Aug. 15, starting at 2 p.m. at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center in Enon Valley, 
Pa. Prior to the meeting, a youth fishing 
tournament is scheduled at noon for youth 
members age 16 and under. This event 
will be held at the Recreation Center lake. 
Prizes will be awarded. We hope to have 
a nice turnout.

Lodge members are also invited to 
attend a Mahoning Valley Scrappers 
baseball game on Wednesday, Aug. 11. 
Those wishing to attend should meet at 
the Eastwood Field gate located behind 
the East Gate Mall in Niles, Ohio, no later 
than 6:30 p.m.

VoNNIE domBRoSKY
Lodge 776 Recording Secretary

Baseball, fishing on the 
Lodge 776 aug. schedule

Girard, ohio — The next Lodge 643 
meeting will be held Thursday, Aug. 19, 
at Tod Park in Girard starting at 1 p.m. 
The pavilion for the meeting is located 
between the bocce court and the chil-
dren’s play area. 

We will discuss our plans to host a 
dance in the fall at the Rolling Mills 
Lounge (the former Kuzman’s) in Gi-
rard with music by the Frank Stanger 
Orchestra. Pizza and soft drinks will 
be served following the meeting. Please 
phone your meeting reservations to Ray 
Kovac at (330) 824-2154 or Del Rezek at 
(330) 545-1608.

dEl REzEK
Lodge 643

Lodge 643 discussing fall
dance at august meeting

SEE SloVENIA ANNIVERSARY
ON PAGE 4

Fontana, Calif. — SNPJ Lodge 
723 will host its next Lodge meeting on 
Thursday, Aug. 19, starting at 6:30 p.m. 
via GoogleMeets. Please call or e-mail 
Julianne Wood no later than Aug. 18 
to receive the GoogleMeets invitation. 
Julianne is happy to help with any in-
structions or tutorials on GoogleMeets, 
or with any technical assistance you may 
need. Contact Julianne at (951) 300-3592 
or JulianneWood@SNPJLodge723.org.

JUlIANNE Wood
Lodge 723

Lodge 723 sets aug. 19
meeting on GoogleMeets

The SNPJ National Board encourages all SNPJ members and eligible 
employees to get vaccinated. The Covid-19 vaccines have proven 
effective at preventing the Covid-19 disease, especially severe illness 
and death. The vaccines are now widely available.
So please get your Covid-19 vaccine as soon as you can, and please 
help by encouraging your family and friends to do the same. If you still 
have doubts about vaccine safety and effectiveness, please discuss 
these issues with your doctor. Let’s get this done so that we can enjoy 
our favorite activities again!

SNPJ National Board Urges Vaccinations

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

BoroUGh oF snPJ, Pa. — The SNPJ in-
vites all of our members to the SNPJ Recreation 
Center during Labor Day weekend, Sept. 3-5, 
as we celebrate the 81st National SNPJ Days.

For those of you who like to start your week-
end early and arrive at the SNPJ Recreation 

Labor Day weekend brings the National SNPJ 
Days celebration to the SNPJ Recreation Center

Center on Thursday, the Gostilna will be open 
Thursday evening, Sept. 2. Food will be avail-
able in the Gostilna throughout the weekend.

The weekend kicks off on Friday evening, 
Sept. 3, with a welcome party in the Gostilna 
featuring the music of KTB (Kim Skovenski, 
Terry Skovenski and Brian O’Boyle) from 8 
to 11 p.m.

SEE NAtIoNAl SNPJ dAYS
ON PAGE 4

by KATHY PAULENICH (776)
SNPJ Heritage Center Director

BoroUGh oF snPJ, Pa. — The SNPJ 
Heritage Center will be sponsoring a signifi-
cant event on Friday, Sept. 17, in the Alpine 
Room at the SNPJ Recreation Center as we 
celebrate the 30th anniversary of Slovenia’s 
independence.

Our honored guests for the evening will 
include Dr. Helena Jaklitsch, Minister for 
Slovenians Abroad, traveling from Slovenia; 

SNPJ Heritage Center hosting Sept. dinner to 
celebrate 30 years of Slovenia’s independence

Slovenian Consul General in Cleveland Alenka 
Jerak; and SNPJ National President/CEO Jo-
seph C. Evanish.

We will begin the evening with a cash bar 
that will open at 5 p.m., followed by a buffet 
dinner served at 6. The dinner will consist of 
stuffed cabbage, champagne chicken, klobase 
and sauerkraut, pierogies, garlic mashed 
potatoes and a vegetable medley. Our des-
sert will be potica, made in Cleveland and 
provided by Consul General Alenka Jerak, 

as a special treat.
We will continue with a short program at 

around 7 p.m., followed by dancing from 8 
to 10 p.m. to the music of Veseli Godci from 
Cleveland. This promises to be an exciting 
evening in celebration of Slovenia!

Tickets for this reservations-only dinner 
and dance are priced at $50 per person. No 
admissions will be accepted at the door. I will 

SNPJ schedules Kevin Richards memorial Aug. 28
by JOSEPH C. EVANISH

SNPJ National President/CEO

BoroUGh oF snPJ, Pa. — SNPJ will 
host a memorial tribute to Kevin Richards 
on Saturday, Aug. 28, starting at 4 p.m. at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center. The memorial will 
be held at the Heritage Pavilion. The program 
will begin promptly at 4 p.m. with dinner to 

follow. All are welcome to join us in paying 
tribute to Kevin.

No reservations are necessary. Compli-
mentary catered food will be provided until it 
runs out. There will be a cash bar, and we are 
planning to arrange music as well. There are 
some cabins available for the weekend. Phone 
the Recreation Center at 1-877-767-5732 for 

cabin reservations.
Kevin served as SNPJ Fraternal Director 

since 1993. In 2020 he became the SNPJ Rec-
reation Center Director. His passing on Dec. 9, 
2020, was sudden. Kevin was very well liked, 
respected and beloved throughout SNPJ and the 
fraternal world. We look forward to honoring 
his memory.

SNPJ golfers will head to Black Hawk Golf 
Course on Saturday, Sept. 4, to compete in the 
2021 SNPJ National SNPJ Golf Tournament, 
which will open with a shotgun start at 8 a.m. 
There will not be a golfers dinner this year; 
however, the kitchen at the Gostilna will be open.

Photo by Joseph C. Evanish

Betcha Can’t Paint Yourself Into a Corner There!
SNPJ young adult members [clockwise, from bottom left] AlYSSA URBAN (715), CARlY 
EVANISH (106), RoBBIE RoCKWEll (138) and mEgHAN mANNINg (715) spent the 
afternoon of Saturday, July 10, giving the SNPJ seal in the Recreation Center pool and Tiki Bar 
area a new coat of paint. The late Roger Evanish painted to SNPJ logo originally. His brother, 
Len Evanish, re-painted the logo after Roger’s passing in 2011. Roger gave painting lessons 
to his grandchildren when they would visit. Those lesson paid off when his granddaughters, 
Meghan, Alyssa and Carly, with help from Robbie, re-painted the logo.

iMPEriaL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office will be closed Monday, Sept. 6, 
in celebration of Labor Day. Normal 
office hours, 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., will 
resume Tuesday, Sept. 7. We wish all 
SNPJ members and friends a safe and 
happy Labor Day!

home office closed as
we celebrate Labor day



2 PROSVETA
August 2, 2021 snpj.org • prosveta@snpj.com

Correspondence received at:
247 West Allegheny Road 
Imperial, PA 15126-9774

Office hours are Monday-Thursday, 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m.; Fridays, 7:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Executive Committee:
National President/CEO
Joseph C. Evanish
National Secretary/COO
Karen A. Pintar
National Treasurer/CFO
Robert J. lawrence

SNPJ National Board

Finance Committee:
Robert  lawrence, Secretary
Joseph C. Evanish
Roger C. Clifford, Chairman – 568 

Lang Rd., Sewickley, PA 15143 
Kenneth Anderson – 2400 Derby Rd., 

Birmingham, MI 48009
Richard Hervol – 183 Wylie Ave., 
 Strabane, PA 15363

Audit Committee:
Joanna l. Baker, Chairwoman – 301
 Cactus Rd., Gallup, NM 87301
Vincent Baselj – 1001 Grandview Ave., 

Apt. 903, Bridgeville, PA 15017
Kenneth J. zakraysek – 106 Queens
 Row, P.O. Box 137, Elton, PA 15934

Regional Vice Presidents:
Region 1: Vacant
Region 2: James l. Curl – 138 
 Barrington Dr., Oakdale, PA 15071
Region 3: Donald F. Srnick – 29254 

Chardon Rd., Willoughby Hills, OH 
44092

Region 4: tracey Anderson – 1014 
Edgewood Dr., Royal Oak, MI 48067

Region 5: Justina Rigler – 1116 Berkley 
Ln., Lemont, IL 60439

Region 6: Fred Mlakar – 13592 
 Onkayha Cir., Irvine, CA 92620

SNPJ Recreation Center
270 martin Road

Enon Valley, PA 16120
(724) 336-5180 • fax (724) 336-6716

toll-free: 1-877-767-5732
website: www.snpjrec.com
e-mail: snpj@snpjrec.com

the official Publication of the
Slovene National 
Benefit Society

247 W. Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA 15126-9774
Phone: (724) 695-1100

Toll-Free: 
1-800-843-7675 (tHE SNPJ)

Fax: (724) 695-1555
e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com
website: https://snpj.org

Editor:
Jay Sedmak

Subscription rate is $8 per year for 
non-SNPJ members in the United 
States (Fla. subscribers, please add 6 
percent sales tax). Canadian and foreign 
subscriptions, $50 per year. Advertising 
information available by contacting our 
office. Material concerning the official 
workings of the Slovene National Ben-
efit Society is given publication priority. 
Unsolicited manuscripts returned only 
if a self-addressed, stamped envelope 
is enclosed.

Postmaster: Send all address changes to:
PROSVETA, 247 W. Allegheny Rd., 

Imperial, PA 15126-9774
(Published monthly)

(Periodical postage paid at Imperial, Pa., 
and additional mailing office.)

PROSVETA
ENLIGHTENMENT

(USPS 448-080)
(ISSN 1080-0263)

Lodge/Organization

Type of Event 
 
 

Site 
 
 

If a concert or dance, who is
performing? 
 
 

Date 

Time 

Who to contact 
 
 

Phone (        )

Complete and return to: 
PROSVETA

247 W. Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA  15126-9774

e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

•	 SEPT.	3-5 .... National SNPJ Days weekend at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. Activities include the SNPJ 
national golf, balina and beanbag toss 
tournaments, and the National SNPJ 
Days picnic. For information contact the 
SNPJ Recreation Center at 1-877-767-
5732 or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

•	SEPT.	17 ....... SNPJ and the Slovenian Consul 
General in Cleveland host a celebration  
of the 30th Anniversary of Slovenian 
Independence in The Alpine Room at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center. Tickets $50 per 
person; admission by reservation only. 
For ticket orders phone Kathy Paulenich 
at (724) 346-0354, text (724) 699-2691, 
or e-mail KPaulenich@roadrunner.com. 
All reservations due by Sept. 10.

•	 SEPT.	19 ...... SNPJ Lodge 643 Fall Dance at 
Rolling Mills Lounge (formerly Kuz-
man’s), 1025 S. State St. in Girard, 
Ohio; $10 donation. Music by the Frank 
Stanger Band from 3 to 7 p.m. For more 
information contact Ray Kovac at (330) 
824-2154.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

Lodge 745 catches an Oakland A’s game for spring activity
by JOHN MLAKAR

Lodge 745 Secretary/Treasurer

saCraMEnto — Lodge 745 held 
its first post-pandemic activity on 
June 13. Fourteen Lodge members 
spent that Sunday afternoon at the 
Oakland Coliseum watching the 
Oakland Athletics play the Kansas 
City Royals. It was a perfect day 
for a Major League Baseball game. 
The temperature was about 80 de-
grees after the morning coastal fog 
burned off.  

Oakland A’s green and gold were 
the colors of the apparel for the day. 
Seven of the Lodge group in atten-
dance were SNPJ youth members.  
Teresa Mlakar had provided appro-
priate ball caps for all of the children 
who needed one.

Utilizing her seamstress skills, 
Adrianna Mlakar covered her daugh-
ter, Bernadette, from head to toe in 
Oakland A’s colors and logos. Five-
year-old Miss Bernadette provided 
“cuteness overload” for all in the 

seating section.  
Special thanks to Lodge President 

Joe Mlakar for organizing the outing 
and obtaining discount tickets. Oak-
land won the game, 6-3.  

Lodge 745 is planning its second 

Dressed in Oakland A’s green and 
gold from head to toe, 5-year-old 
BERNAdEttE mlAKAR was all 
smiles as she joined the Lodge 745 
group at the Oakland Coliseum.

Enjoying their very first group activity since the onset of the pandemic, 
Golden Valley Lodge 745 members paid a visit to the Oakland Coliseum for 
an A’s baseball game in June.

wine tasting and lunch at Pescatore 
Winery in Newcastle, Calif. Mark 
your calendars for Saturday, Nov. 6.  
More details will follow, when avail-
able, on our Facebook page, SNPJ 
Golden Valley Lodge 745.

by GERRI TREBETS
Lodge 604 Secretary

KirtLand, ohio — If you’ve 
never tried a Krofe Burger, you are in 
for a treat:  a bit of sweet and savory to 
tingle your taste buds. Krofe Burgers 
are just one of the items featured on 
the menu at the Utopians Lodge 604 
annual picnic scheduled Sunday, Aug. 
15, at the SNPJ Farm, 10946 Heath 
Road in Kirtland.

What an exciting year it’s been 
so far as we welcome back all our 
friends, plus many new faces, after 
being shut down during the pandemic. 
Once again, you are now able to enjoy 
the great food and happy sounds of 
polka music while socializing with 
friends and family. We look forward 
to seeing you all at our event.

The gates open at 1 p.m. and serv-

ing starts at 2. For this day only, there 
will be no admission fee. 

Our picnic menu will consist of 
roast beef and sausage dinners with 
a choice of two sides, krofe and cof-
fee. Sides include Slovenian potatoes, 
sauerkraut, smoked gouda mac and 
cheese (yum!) and salad. Sandwiches 
available include the Krofe Burgers, 
roast beef, sausage, and hot dogs. 
In addition to the krofe, apple and 
cheese strudel will be available for 
purchase.

Moving on to the entertainment 
portion of the afternoon, which will 
run from 3 to 7 p.m., we have hired 
the lively toe-tapping sounds of Ron 
Likovic & Friends. He’s sure to put a 
smile on your face and a song in your 
heart, and make you want to get up 
and dance!

We will be holding a “booze draw-
ing” which will consist of different 
brands of liquor and wine. You must 
be 21 to purchase tickets. We are also 
bringing back, after many years, our 
signature cake walk. For a minimal 
fee, everyone will form a circle on the 
dance floor, the band will play a tune, 
and when the music stops, whoever 
lands in front of the cake will be the 
winner. So much fun!

Each year during our picnic, we 
like to honor Lodge 604 members who 
have attained either 50, 60, 70 or 80 
years of membership with the Society. 
This year our honorees are 50-year 
members Michael P. Metroka, Carol 
I. Pehrson, Carol A. Delly and Janet 
Wright; 60-year member Rudolph 
J. Perdan; 70-year member Dorothy 
A. Liptak; and 80-year members El-

eanor Stupica and Olga Rogell. The 
honorees be treated to a free dinner 
and receive a gift.

We want to thank all of you 
for your dedication and support of 
our fine Society. All of the above 
members do receive a special award 
from the SNPJ Home Office in their 
anniversary month. We hope to see 
you at the picnic.

So mark this date, Sunday, Aug. 
15, on your calendar – a well as all 
the other fraternal and organization 
events – and plan on enjoying a fun 
afternoon. It’s been a tough year or so 
for all of us, and now we are able to 
come back to the SNPJ Farm to enjoy 
the music, food and good times that 
we so dearly love.  

Please stay healthy and keep a song 
in your hearts!

Krofe Burgers a highlight of the Utopians Lodge 604 picnic

by SHELLY VOLPE
Lodge 564 Secretary

dEtroit — SNPJ Young 
Americans Lodge 564 will 
host its annual picnic/meet-
ing on Sunday, Aug. 29, at 
1 p.m. The picnic will be 
held at Dodge Park, 40620 
Utica Rd., Sterling Heights, 
MI 48313, in the pavilion 
to the left near the soccer/
volleyball courts. 

Sausages and hot dogs, 

beer and pop will be pro-
vided; please bring a dish 
to share. There are plenty 
of activities to enjoy at the 
park. 

Please let us know if you 
are able to attend so we’ll 
have a count for food. You 
can RSVP to Shelly Volpe, 
Danny Volpe, Tom Hostnik, 
Joyce Harrison or Ermando 
Volpe; or on our Facebook 
page, SNPJ Lodge 564.

Lodge 564 schedules
an Aug. 29 picnic date

by JERRY WATSON
Lodge 34 Secretary/Treasurer

indianaPoLis — Dober dan! I hope all 
SNPJ Lodge 34 members are doing well.

Lodge 34 held its second quarterly meet-
ing of 2021 on June 18 at the Indianapolis 
Slovenian National Home (SNH). For this 
meeting, Lodge members prepared and 
served a delicious dinner; all of the proceeds 
were donated to the SNH. Many of the dinner 

guests expressed their gratitude to Lodge 34 
for our support of the SNH.

The next quarterly meeting will be held 
Saturday, Aug. 21, starting at 3 p.m. during 
the Slovenski Festival at the SNH, located 
at 2717 West 10th St. in Indianapolis. Our 
Lodge will be preparing and serving krofe 
during the festival. Please join us at the 
Slovenski Festival for some great Slovenian 
fraternalism!

Lodge 34 readies for the upcoming 
Indianapolis SNH Slovenski Fest

Indianapolis Lodge 34 officers [from left] JENNiFER VElikaN, JOzEF WaTSON, 
mARY dRAgAN and JERRY WAtSoN at the Indy Slovenian National Home following 
the June Lodge meeting and SNH dinner.

Lodge 581 co-hosting
polka picnic in August
by MARCIA KLANCER BLEGGI
Lodge 581 Secretary/Treasurer

st. MarYs, Pa. — As a 
reminder to SNPJ Lodge 581 
members, the Polka Picnic 
co-sponsored by St. Marys 
Lodge 581 and the North 
Central Pa. Polka Boosters 
Club will be held Sunday, 
Aug. 22, at the Johnsonburg 
Fire Hall from 2 to 6 p.m. 
The dinner will be catered; 
picnic attendees should bring 
a dessert to share. 

Admission is free to 
those with a current Polka 

Boosters membership; $25 
per person for non-mem-
bers. Drinks and snacks will 
be provided by the North 
Central Pa. Polka Boosters 
Club. Please BYOB. Checks 
should be made payable 
to “NCPS Polka Boosters 
Club.” Reservations must 
be made by Aug. 16 by 
phoning Pat Moore at (814) 
837-9218. 

To contact SNPJ Lodge 
581, e-mail Marcia Bleggi 
at marcia.and.don@gmail.
com.
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DAVID C. ELY, CPIA 
SNPJ Sales Director

This new, keepsake Slovenian 
cookbook, published in English, is 
available for purchase through the 
SNPJ Slovenian Heritage Center

$3200 each
plus $5 shipping/handling

Name __________________________________________
Address ________________________________________
City/State/Zip ____________________________________
Email __________________________________________
Phone ____________________  Number of copies _____

Return completed order form with full payment to:
SNPJ Heritage Center • 270 martin Road • Enon Valley, PA  16120

slovenia

Make check or money order payable to SNPJ Heritage Center

SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
Your loyalty with SNPJ is now being rewarded! 

Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
and open your new SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

* No fees attached to either Loyalty Annuity
* Rates not guaranteed after the first year

* 2.0% guaranteed minimum
* IRAs/Roth IRA /non-qualified eligible

Loyalty 8 Annuity
8-year surrender period

3.25% first-year guarantee rate
for new money

2.75% in years two through eight
2.50% in year nine and after

3.75% first-year guarantee rate 
for conversions of existing 

SNPJ annuities

Loyalty 5 Annuity
5-year surrender period

2.75% first-year guarantee rate
for new money

2.50% in year two and after
3.25% first-year guarantee rate 

for conversions of existing 
SNPJ annuities

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

A n annuity contract has a death-benefit provision: 
the owner can designate a beneficiary to inherit 
the remaining annuity payments after death. The 

earnings on an inherited annuity are taxable. 
How inherited annuities are taxed depends on their 

payout structure and whether the one inheriting the annuity 
is the surviving spouse or someone else. This means an 
annuity held by a parent, spouse or another loved one can 
be willed to a person named as a beneficiary.

After an annuitant dies, insurance companies distribute 
any remaining payments to beneficiaries in a lump-sum or 
stream of payments. Like setting up a life insurance policy, 
owners can customize their annuity contract to support 
their loved ones. The number of payments remaining upon 
the death of the owner depends on the details outlined in 
the contract, including the type of annuity purchased and 
inclusion of the death-benefit clause.

Beneficiaries inheriting an annuity typically have three 
options for how to receive annuity payments following the 
contract owner’s death:

lump-Sum distribution. A lump-sum distribution 
allows the beneficiary to receive the entire remaining 
value of the contract in one payment.
Nonqualified-Stretch Provision. When a nonqual-
ified-stretch provision is included in the contract, the 
beneficiary receives payments based on his or her 
life expectancy.
Five-Year Rule. The five-year rule allows benefi-
ciaries to withdraw incremental amounts during a 
five-year period or withdraw the entire sum in the 
fifth year.
Spousal beneficiaries have the option to continue with 

the initial contract as the new owner and annuitant.
It’s also important to clarify that an annuity owner and 

an annuitant are not always the same person. Insurance 
companies refer to the annuity purchaser as its owner. 
The owner creates the annuity terms with the insurance 
company, designates beneficiaries, can sell the annuity, 
and has automatic rights over the agreement. There can 
be co-owners of an annuity, so if one owner dies, the 
other will retain the rights of the agreement. Co-owners 
are typically spouses.

While establishing the terms of the annuity agreement, 
the owner has the option of naming a third party as the 
annuitant. The annuitant is the person on whose life expec-
tancy the contract is based. It is common for the annuity 
owner to name him or herself as the annuitant. However, 
sometimes an annuity owner elects to 
name a younger representative as the 
annuitant to stretch out payments and 
extend the tax liability.

For more information about how an 
annuity may benefit you and your fam-
ily, contact the SNPJ Home Office at 
1-800-843-7675.

Annuities, simplified

New passenger terminal
open at Ljubljana airport
BrniK (sta) — A new passenger 
terminal opened at the Ljubljana Jože 
Pučnik Airport in mid-June. The expan-
sion brings 10,000 square meters (ap-
prox. 108,000 square feet) of new area, 
including additional space for security 
checkpoints and baggage handling, and 
more check-in counters. Once fully 
operational, the airport will be able 
to handle more than 1,200 passengers 
per hour.

Work on the new terminal started in 
July 2019 and was completed at a total 
cost of EUR 21 million ($25 mil lion). The 
project was completed on schedule, so the 
new terminal was able to welcome the ad-
ditional passen gers arriving to Slovenia 
because of the EU Council presidency, 
which Slovenia assumed on July 1.

According to Pierre Dominique 
Prümm, a member of the executive 
board of airport manager Fraport, “[The 
new terminal] has unique architectural 
elements and materials that represent 
Slovenia, and you can tell it is a Slove-
nian terminal.”

Fraport Slovenija director Zmago 
Skobir said the idea of a new terminal 
dated back to the early 2000s, but the 
project was delayed first by the eco-
nomic crisis, and then by the problems 
of the now-defunct Slovenian airline 
Adria Airways. “With the new owner, 
our company found a strategic investor 
in 2015 who has committed to continu-
ous and long-term development of the 
airport,” Skobir said.

Prime Minister Janez Janša said Slo-
venia had high hopes for the airport, so 
Slovenia would support plans for further 
development, including the construction 
of a railway connection between the 
airport and Ljubljana.

Janša added that the terminal was an 
investment that was making a difference, 
and that would contribute to Slovenia’s 
prosperity in the future. “We are counting 
on the airport to serve not only tourism, 
but the Slovenian economy and nation in 
general, both in the coming months as 
Slovenia chairs the EU Council, and in 
the com ing years when travel is restored, 
restrictions are lifted, and the epidemic 
hopefully becomes a thing of the past,” 
he said.

Slovenian Digital Center 
promoting businesses
LJUBLJana (sta) — The Slovenian 
Digital Center opened in July at the BTC 
City shopping district in Ljubljana to pro-
mote the digitalization of businesses and 
Slovenian society. The center will foster 
cooperation among Slovenian companies 
and other organizations, and promote 
these entities abroad during Slovenia’s 
EU presidency.

Roughly 80 events are planned to 
promote some 200 companies during the 
upcoming six-month period, and visits 
of business delegations are expected 
from Slovakia, France, Hungary, Austria 
and Japan.

Each month will focus on one of the 
six areas around which the national re-
covery and resilience plan is built: smart 
cities and communities, sustainable 
society and economy, artificial intel-
ligence, 5G and cybersecurity, digital 
transformation, and the robotics industry.

The Slovenian Digital Center is a 
collaboration of several government min-
istries, the SPIRIT agency, the Digital 
Innovation Hub of Slovenia and the BTC 
company, and includes the participation 
of businesses, and scientific and educa-
tional institutions.

Reading program helps 
address Europe’s future
iZoLa (sta) — The coastal town of 
Izola can now boast a special area in a 
park near the Izola lighthouse where 
visitors can read and reflect on a number 
of issues. “My Reading Room,” which 
opened July 7, is Slovenia’s contribution 
to Europe Readr, an international cultural 
project coordinated by the Slovenian 
EU presidency, the Foreign Ministry 
announced.

“Europe Readr invites us to read about 
the European Union in all its diversity 
and mutual connections. It is also an 
invitation to consider reading as a way 
to improve our understanding of who 
we are, where we come from and where 
we are heading while we are faced with 
various social changes,” State Secretary 
Gašper Dovžan said at the opening 
ceremony.

“The Slovenian presidency of the 

Council of the EU has put books from 
all member states at the heart of the pub-
lic space, both in the brick-and-mortar 
and virtual realms,” Dovžan explained, 
noting that the 27 literary works urged 
readers to reflect on what type of a Eu-
ropean future they desire.

My Reading Room will be open every 
day from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. through the 
end of September. The venue will host 
events for all generations sponsored by 
local, national and international organi-
zations. Children can enjoy story time 
in the park every day.

The installation in Izola, created by 
students at the University of Ljubljana, is 
part of a series of Europe Readr projects 
introduced in 24 countries worldwide.

The Europe Readr digital platform 
was launched July 1, the date the Slove-
nian EU presidency started, by Slove nia 
in cooperation with EU member states 
and the European Union National Insti-
tutes for Culture (EUNIC).

The books included in the Europe 
Readr program, which will be available 
free of charge through the end of the year, 
reflect on the future of living. Each EU 
member state is represented by a book 
that is available in its original language 
and in English.

Kočevje,	Toyota	partner	
for ride share service
KOČEVJE (STA) — The Kočevje 
municipality will introduce a pilot 
ride-hailing transportation project at 
the end of August, the first of its kind 
in Slovenia, offering rides at affordable 
prices in an effort to im prove mobility 
and connectivity in the area.

The ToyotaGo project will offer 
ride-hailing transportation, ordered via 
a mobile app or phone call. The service 
will be provided by professional drivers, 
according to representatives from Toyota 
and the Sopotniki Institute who spoke 
during the signing of the cooperation 
agreement in late June.

Initially, fares will range from EUR 
1.5 ($1.75) to EUR 5 ($6); prices with 
which the project partners hope to gain 
a competitive advantage over similar 
services, including taxis.

“A recent survey shows that 80 per-
cent of local residents use their personal 
vehicles for daily transportation, and 58 
percent are already interested in using 
the on-demand service,” said Kočevje 
Deputy Mayor Gregor Košir.

The fare rates for those in need of a 
longer drive will be lower, and the service 
for those over age 65 will be of fered free 
of charge.

Toyota Slovenia director Gregor 
Mauko said the municipality would select 
the drivers, and Toyota would pro vide 
the vehicles, starting with two or three.

The Sopotniki Institute, which al-
ready offers free transportation for the 
elderly, is developing the mobile app and 
will offer call center services, according 
to institute director Marko Zevnik, who 
added that the app would also provide 
analytical and statistical data.

“The idea behind the project was to 
increase the flow of traffic and make 
transportation more economical since 
standard public transportation options 
have failed to do so in such a large and 
dispersed area,” Kočevje Mayor Vladi-
mir Prebilič explained.

Prebilič hopes the service will also 
improve the quality of life for people 
who reside in more remote areas. “Mo-
bility is key in today’s society,” he said, 
expressing his hope that the project will 
also help improve the Kočevje municipal-
ity’s carbon footprint.

Smart bird feeder takes 
this year’s startup award
LJUBLJana (sta) — Bird Buddy, a 
startup company that has developed a 
smart bird feeder, was the recipient of 
this year’s Slovenian Startup of the Year 
Award as selected by an international 
panel of judges.

The Bird Buddy is a modern-design 
bird house equipped with a feed con-
tainer, a video camera, a microphone, 
and a movement sensor that allows the 
user to monitor the birds via a mobile app.

The app utilizes artificial intelligence 
to recognize the species, lets the user 
know when the feed container is empty, 
and offers advice about the best feed for 
a particular bird species. The user can 
also take pictures of birds remotely, then 

edit and share them.
“We are delighted to see our project 

gain recognition not only in the United 
States but also in Slovenia, since this 
means we will be able to invite the most 
qualified people to join our team,” said 
Bird Buddy cofounder Žiga Vrtarič, who 
accepted the prize during the award 
presentation held at Ljubljana Castle.

“Start:up Slovenija,” the organization 
that sponsors the award, in cooperation 
with the Slovenian Enterprise Fund and 
the Ministry of Economic Development 
and Technology, praised the Bird Buddy 
founders for adding increased value to 
Slovenian entrepreneurship.

U.S. architect Jager’s
work featured in exhibit
LJUBLJana (sta) — An exhibi-
tion titled “Architect Ivan Jager and 
the Ljubljana School of Archi tecture” 
opened in mid-June at the Museum of 
Architecture and Design in Ljubljana. 
According to a museum spokesman, the 
exhibition celebrates 150 years since the 
birth of Slovenian-American architect 
Ivan “John” Jager (1871-1959) and his 
role in Slovenian-American architectural 
history.

Jager was a man of many talents: He 
was an architect, urban planner, builder, 
interior designer, graphic de signer, il-
lustrator, landscape architect, innovator, 
architectural theorist and philosopher, 
writer, and editor. As indicated in the 
exhibition notes, Jager was aware of the 
importance of Slovenian technical know-
how for the nation’s development, so he 
returned the generosity he received from 
his Slovenian patrons and did his best to 
help Slovenian architecture students and 
their professors in Ljubljana.

From Minneapolis, where he settled, 
he sent academic literature to Jože 
Plečnik, Slovenia’s most acclaimed 
architect, prior to the Second World 
War, and to his younger peer, Edvard 
Ravnikar, after the war. Thanks to Jager’s 
shipments of American architecture 
books and magazines, the students and 
professors were well in formed about 
architectural developments in the United 
States and elsewhere in the world.

In American professional circles, 
Jager also spread information about the 
work and status of Plečnik, whom he 
called the “Slovenian Michelangelo.”

The curators of the exhibition write 
that “Slovenian architecture at the begin-
ning of the 20th century was there fore 
not confined to a Central European and/
or Mediterranean framework. Thanks 
to the great influence of Jager, traces 
of Chinese, Japanese and Etruscan ar-
chitecture, and perhaps some American 
designs, can be seen in Plečnik’s work, 
which provided him with a global reach.”

The exhibition is on display at the 
Museum of Architecture and Design, 
located in the Fuzine Castle in Ljublja na, 
through Sept. 30. It is part of the celebra-
tion marking the 100th anniversary of 
the Faculty of Architecture in Ljubljana.

The display presents Jager’s abundant 
legacy in digital form, including manu-
scripts, professional literature with his 
annotations, and texts related to Jager’s 
correspondence with Plečnik, Ravnikar 
and his patrons, among others.

Film “Wild Slovenia” will 
present natural diversity
LJUBLJana (sta) — A new docu-
mentary film, “Wild Slovenia,” is slated 
for release in theaters this autumn. As 
the filmmakers recently revealed in an 
online discussion, the film aims to bring 
the stories of Slove nia’s diverse flora and 
fauna to both domestic and international 
audiences.

Slovenia is home to more than 22,000 
animal and 3,500 plant species, of which 
more than 800 animal and 300 plant spe-
cies are protected. Director Matej Vranič 
explained that the diversity of Slovenian 
ecosystems will give the film a unique 
angle. The film aims to present some 40 
animals, the result of the director’s many 
years of nature observation.

Co-screenwriter Marjan Žiberna said 
that the basic message of the film is the 
footage itself; the text only comple ments 
the visual information. “If the film 
arouses interest and amazement about 
Slovenia’s nature in viewers, it will have 
achieved its purpose,” Žiberna added.

The current plan is to bring the docu-
mentary to theaters in early September, 
then to television screens in 2022. The 
filmmakers also want to launch a shorter 
version for foreign television.
The articles comprising this feature have 
been reprinted with permission from the 
Slovenian Press Agency (STA).
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PRoSVEtA Crossword
Sesame Street (#0821) by StatePoint Media

ACRoSS
1. Scarecrow stuffing
6. Observe
9. Kind of ski lift
13. “Fear of Flying” author Jong
14. Madame Tussauds’ medium
15. Fervent
16. Never say this?
17. You to are is as thou to ____
18. Skylit lobbies
19. *It isn’t easy “bein’ green” 
  for him
21. *First bilingual Sesame
  Street puppet
23. Flower precursor
24. Rental on the links
25. Rowing prop
28. Banana remnant
30. Besmear
35. Poker variety
37. Away from wind
39. Like helium gas
40. Coconut fiber
41. Like an iPhone
43. Singular of #33 Down
44. Per ____, or yearly
46. Guesstimate phrase, 
 2 words
47. Raise, as in child
48. Bob Marley’s music
50. TV classic  
 “____ Make a Deal”
52. Hi-____ monitor
53. Oscar Wilde’s Dorian ____

55. *Sesame Street’s 
  Meryl Sheep
57. *Every starred clue 
  in this puzzle
60. *Self-described as lovable,
  cute and furry
63. One born to Japanese 
 immigrants
64. Be in the red
66. He had no cause?
68. Thin mountain ridge
69. Local area network
70. Unmanned flyer
71. Hospital statistics unit, pl.
72. NaOH
73. Church assembly

doWN
1. D.C. V.I.P.
2. “Star ____”
3. Either Gauche or Droite 
 in Paris
4. Like a lemon
5. Beginning of a workout
6. Special law enforcement
 unit, acr.
7. Elephant’s distinguished
 feature
8. Uncredited actor
9. Lake ____caca, 
 South America
10. *Ernie’s roommate
11. Diva’s delivery
12. Swedish shag rug

15. “____ your seatbelts”
20. Think tank output
22. Eyeball shape
24. “I can see ____ now the 
 rain has gone...”
25. *Trash can dweller
26. Be sorry for one’s wickedness
27. Repenting
29. *He avoids pronouns 
  and speaks in falsetto
31. Gloomy
32. More competent
33. Arm bones
34. *Mama, Papa, Baby and Curly
36. Chemical cure
38. Gaelic tongue
42. Load carrier
45. Crow’s cousin
49. Old English for before
51. Arya Stark’s Needle 
 and Jedi’s Lightsaber, e.g.
54. Lagoon wall
56. Each and all
57. Bog down
58. From a second-hand store
59. Four-legged friends
60. Autry or Wilder
61. Jet black
62. Nevada city
63. Pick up, as in suspect
65. Modus operandi
67. Light-emitting diode
the solution to puzzle #0821 will 
run in the Sept. 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media

by GERRI TREBETS (604)
SNPJ Farm Ladies Auxiliary

KirtLand, ohio — In 
addition to affecting many in-
dividuals, last year’s pandemic 
shut down all of the fraternal 
events at the SNPJ Farm. We 
lost some staunch and dedi-
cated people last year; namely, 
Gina Volpe, Dan Volpe and 
Lee Jackopin. May they rest 
in peace.

Sadly, the SNPJ Farm 
Ladies Auxiliary suffered the 
loss of Marion Slejko late last 
year. Marion so willingly and 
faithfully came out to the Farm 
every Sunday to assist  us. She 
was affectionately known as 
our “Salad Lady.” She will 
always be remembered for 

her beautiful smile and warm 
personality. We extend our 
heartfelt sympathies to her 
family and friends.

Due to the many years of 
service and dedication of many 
of our ladies, and with the 
pandemic keeping them away, 
many of them have decided 
to hang up their cooking and 
baking aprons to enjoy their 
families – which, I would say, 
is very well deserved after so 
many years.

That being said, we decided 
to take a hiatus for the year and 
come back next year with some 
new recruits and a new start. I 
have already lined up a few in-
dividuals, and they are anxious 
to assist. If anyone would like 

to assist in the kitchen, please 
contact Gerri Trebets at (440) 
796-5148.

However, we have decided 
to go ahead with our picnic 
this year, which will be held 
Sunday, Aug. 22, at the SNPJ 
Farm, 10946 Heath Road in 
Kirtland. The gates open at 1 
p.m. with an admission fee of 
$8; dinner service starts at 2.

For years we were known 
for serving our famous Goulash 
and Polenta dinners, but since 
we lost our expert polenta 
maker, Lou Novak, who is 
sorely and dearly missed to 
this day, we have decided to 
take another route in our menu. 
This year we will be serving 
breaded pork chop dinners 

(now who doesn’t love breaded 
pork chops?), along with two 
sides, roll and butter, dessert 
and coffee for $10.

There are a limited number 
of pork chop dinners available, 
so get there early if you want 
one. We will also have roast 
beef and sausage dinners avail-
able. Sides consist of Slovenian 
potatoes, sauerkraut, and cole 
slaw; sheet cake will be avail-
able for dessert.

For your dancing and listen-
ing pleasure, we have hired the 
Don Wojtila Band to entertain 
from 3 to 7 p.m. His beautiful 
songs permeate through the air 
and just make you want to get 
out on the floor and dance. Of 
course, you can just sit back, 

relax and tap your toes to the 
tunes.

We sure hope you will mark 
this date on your calendar and 
make it a point to join us. Our 
dedicated Farm crew has been 
out every Tuesday and Thurs-
day, working diligently to keep 
the Farm in tip-top shape, and I 
must say the place looks beau-
tiful! Come out and join your 
friends for some much needed 
socializing and catching up. 

The Farm held its first 
Annual SNPJ Farm Music 
Festival & Craft Show on May 
22.  What a fabulous crowd on 
hand – many regular attendees 
and many new faces, some of 
whom never knew this place 
existed!

What a wonderful after-
noon, with 18 bands on hand to 
fill the grounds with beautiful 
music, and food flying out of 
the kitchen. We also had food 
vendors on hand: Frankie 
Azman selling his tasty Slove-
nian sausages, and Ed Trebets 
from Urban Vintner selling 
his wine.

A big thank you to all who 
contributed of their time, 
especially Don Srnick, who 
orchestrated the entire event. 
Many thanks to you, the public, 
for attending this great event; 
we hope to see many of you 
back here for our remaining 
SNPJ Lodge and organization 
picnics.

Stay safe and well!

Make your way to the SNPJ Farm Aug. 22 for the Ladies Auxiliary picnic

official Proceedings
Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
April 6, 2021
The meeting was called to order at 2 p.m. by President Evanish 
with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
Approved the minutes from the March 18, 2021, meeting.
Sis. Pintar brought up the conversion of the e-mail system currently 
used to be updated to Microsoft 365 and Outlook. The conversion 
was approved and will take place over the next several months.
Discussed the sale of the Lodge 723 Hall in Fontana, Calif., and 
reviewed the progress.
Discussed the PPP loans and the status of such.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:45 p.m.

May 26, 2021
The meeting was called to order at 2 p.m. by President Evanish 
with Sis. Pintar and Bro. Lawrence in attendance.
Approved the minutes from the April 6, 2021, meeting.
Discussion on the criteria for a candidate to the National Board 
in an interim period.
Reported that documents are being completed for the sale of 
the Lodge 723 Fontana Slovene Hall.
President Evanish reported that he met with the Slovenian 
Consul General at the SNPJ Heritage Center to discuss plans 
for celebrating the 30th anniversary of Slovenia’s independence.  
He was interviewed by Andre Stopar of RTV regarding the 30th 
anniversary and the role that SNPJ played 30 years ago.
Scheduled a meeting with the 401(k) plan advisor for the last 
week of June for all employees.
Discussion about plans for the Recreation Center this summer, 
the schedule, and the new roof that will be started soon.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m.

JoSEPH C. EVANISH
National President/CEO

KAREN A. PINtAR
National Secretary/COO

SNPJ Scholarship Fund Donations
for the months of May & June 2021
SNPJ Badger Lodge 584, Milwaukee ............. $50
In memory of Bro. Kevin S. Richards
SNPJ Lodge 31, Sharon, Pa. ......................... $40
In memory of Richardis Clevenger
Matilda L. Blozevich (254), St. Michael, Pa. ... $25

The following donations were made in 
memory of Bro. Donald R. Urbanic (89):

Dan & Mary (89) Jones and family; Hilary, 
Meredith (89) and Kyle, Westerville, Ohio .... $200

Robert D. & Kathleen (89) Turberville, 
Washington, Pa. ........................................... $100
George B. & Karen B. Rosica, Leland, N.C. . $100
Paul W. & Janice R. Kersnick (6), 
Canonsburg, Pa. ........................................... $100
Ray & Lana (6) Frazier, Tuscon, Ariz. ............ $50
Richard & Karen Wargo, Blue Bell, Pa. .......... $50
Frank & Patti Doyle Ringel, 
Ed & Janet Slusser, Sherrodsville, Ohio ......... $50

Robert & Jean Ondovik, Presto, Pa. ............... $50
Grady & Carolyn Hatton, Midway, Pa. ............ $50
Jeffrey & Cynthia Harris, Gahanna, Ohio ....... $35
Marged E. Jones, Massillon, Ohio .................. $30
John David Jones, Navarre, Ohio ................... $30
Charles F. Cook Jr. & Louise T. Cook, 
Pittsburgh ....................................................... $25
Ken McCarthy & Mary-Margaret Murtha, 
Pittsburgh ....................................................... $25

Important figures to consider...
29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

1-800-843-7675

!
If your coverage is over 5 years old,

contact SNPJ for a policy review.

SloVENIA ANNIVERSARY
FROM PAGE 1

start taking reservations on 
Aug. 1. You must call me 
at (724) 346-0354, text me 
at (724) 699-2691, or send 
an e-mail to KPaulenich@
roadrunner.com to make your 
reservation by Sept. 10. I will 
be assigning seats, so if you 
have a group of people you 
would like to be seated with, 
please let me know. The SNPJ 
Heritage Center gift shop and 
museum will be open that day 

from 3 to 5 p.m.
Another exciting event to 

mark your September calendar 
is the annual National SNPJ 
Days celebration held over 
Labor Day weekend. We will 
kick off the weekend with the 
KTB Band in the Gostilna 
from 8 to 11 p.m. on Friday, 
Sept. 3. The annual National 
SNPJ Days picnic will be held 
Sunday, Sept. 5, in the Heritage 
Pavilion featuring the Joe 
Grkman Orchestra alternating 
with Klancnik & Friends from 

1 to 7 p.m. 
Don’t forget, the SNPJ 

Heritage Center gift shop and 
museum will be open on Sat-
urday, Sept. 4, from 1 to 5 p.m. 
This is our closing date for the 
2021 season.

For those in the Cleveland 
area, SNPJ Heritage Center 
Committee members will be 
present at the Slovenian booth 
during the One World Festival 
held in the Cultural Gardens 
on Sunday, Aug. 29, from 
11 a.m. until 6 p.m. We will 

also be returning to the Slavic 
Festival in Johnstown, Pa., on 
Sept. 18 with our traveling 
display and items from the gift 
shop. We’re looking forward 
to both events.

The gift shop has been busy 
this summer, and we thank you 
for visiting us. We will be open 
every Saturday in August from 
1 to 5 p.m.

Stay healthy! I hope to see 
our SNPJ friends returning to 
the Recreation Center to enjoy 
the September events.

Make your reservations to attend the celebration of 
Slovenia’s 30th year of independence at the Rec Center

NAtIoNAl SNPJ dAYS
FROM PAGE 1 

The 2021 SNPJ National 
Women’s Balina Tournament 
will also begin on Saturday in 
the Balinarena, and bar bingo 
is scheduled in the Gostilna 
starting at 7:30 p.m. Saturday. 

On Sunday, Sept. 5, be sure 
to make your way to the Balin-
arena from 8:30 to 11 a.m. for 

breakfast sandwiches which 
will be available for purchase 
from the members of SNPJ 
Lodge 782. 

The 2021 SNPJ National 
Men’s Balina Tournament will 
start Sunday morning, and 
the 2021 National Bean Bag 
Toss Tournament will begin 
at 2 p.m. Entry forms for all 
national tournaments held 

during Labor Day Weekend 
are available on our website, 
snpj.org, or by contacting the 
tournament secretaries.

On Sunday afternoon, a 
free dance is scheduled in 
the Heritage Pavilion from 
1 to 7 p.m. in celebration of 
National SNPJ Days. The 
crowd-pleasing entertainment 
will feature the Joe Grkman 

Orchestra and Klancnik & 
Friends. The National SNPJ 
Days dance is sponsored by the 
SNPJ Heritage Center.

Sunday afternoon activity 
will also include games for the 
children and the young at heart, 
so be sure to bring the entire 
family to the SNPJ Recreation 
Center to celebrate National 
SNPJ Days.

Close out your summer by celebrating National 
SNPJ Days at the SNPJ Recreation Center Sept. 3-5
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Members celebrating 50, 60, 70 and 80 years with the Slovene National Benefit Society

Bro. JACK tAdY
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Bro. JACK tAdY
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Bro. JACK tAdY
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Bro. lEoNARd KNE
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Bro. JACK tAdY
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Bro. JACK tAdY
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Bro. lEoNARd KNE
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Bro. JACK tAdY
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Bro. JACK M. TADY (6)Sis. JOANNE BOSTJANICK (782)

Bro. DON YERMAN (158)

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

Of the 2,000 life insurance companies and 
fraternal benefit societies operating in the 
United States, fewer than 100 have been in 

existence as long as the SNPJ. As a not-for-profit 
fraternal benefit society, we have successfully pro-
vided life insurance to our members since 1904, along 
with a full package of social, athletic and cultural 
programs, scholarships, community service projects, 
and much more. SNPJ also offers annuities that can 
be used for IRAs and Roth IRAs.

Our more than 115 years of longevity and success 
have been made possible by the loyalty and dedica-
tion of our members. The SNPJ’s engine may have 
been built and its direction set by its founders and 
subsequent leaders, but its path has been traveled, 
cleared and paved by our dedicated members.

As a way to show respect and appreciation to our 
longtime and loyal members, we recognize mem-

bership milestones with a custom gift. The years of 
membership are counted in terms of adult membership 
years, not including youth enrollment years. These 
milestones of recognition include 50, 60, 70 and 80 
years of adult membership.

We ask our Fraternal Honorees, once they have 
received their awards from the Society, to submit a 
short report on their past and present lifestyle, includ-
ing their Lodge affiliation, hobbies and any other 
information that might be of interest to our readers.

In acknowledging these dedicated members, it is 
our privilege to show respect for these honorees by 
offering our thanks and appreciation for the loyalty 
they have shown the SNPJ for so many years. In this 
small way, through our official SNPJ publication, we 
can etch their names even deeper into the archives 
of the Slovene National Benefit Society.

On behalf of the entire membership, we extend 
our congratulations to those members reaching these 
anniversary milestones. 

•	Sis.	mARYlYN J. VAlENtINE,
a member of Lodge 5 in Cleveland, 
celebrated her 70-year SNPJ 
membership in June. In a note of 
appreciation addressed to SNPJ 
National President/CEO Joseph 
C. Evanish, she writes:

“What a wonderful surprise! A 
lovely blanket to keep me warm 
in winter. It does get cold here in 
Michigan.

“My wonderful parents, Mary 
and John Tushar, made me a 
member 70 years ago.

“At present, I have been mar-
ried to my wonderful husband, 
Lewis, for 64 years. We have four 
children, 10 grandchildren, and 
four great-grandchildren.

“Many thanks for the award!”

Sis. mARYlYN J. VAlENtINE
Cleveland Lodge 5

Portage, MI

•	Glenshaw,	 Pa.,	 Lodge	 782	
member Sis. JoANNE BoSt-
JANICK celebrated her 60-year 
SNPJ membership in July, and 
extends her appreciation for the 
recognition and the 60-year pen. 

Joanne is retired from the Pitts-
burgh Public Schools where she 
taught in the gifted program. She 
is a graduate of Clarion University 
and received her master’s degree 
from Slippery Rock University.  

She lives with her dear friend 
Lee Marcuzzi, and their dog and 
two cats. They have enjoyed world 
travel, and Joanne has visited 
relatives in Slovenia on two oc-
casions.  

Sis. JoANNE BoStJANICK
Glenshaw, Pa., Lodge 782

Pittsburgh, PA

•	Bro.	JACK m. tAdY, a member 
of Lodge 6 in Sygan, Pa., was 
recognized as a 50-year SNPJ 
member in July.

Jack, who of Croatian descent, 
was born July 9, 1938, in Russell-
ton, Pa., a suburb of Pittsburgh, 
the son of the late John and 
Anna (Sailock) Tady. His parents 
instilled in him their love and 
knowledge of Slovenian-Croatian 
polka music through recordings 
of Cleveland polka greats Frank 
Yankovic, Kenny Bass, Eddie 
Habat and Johnny Vadnal. 

Jack attended West Deer 
schools in Russellton and gradu-
ated with a bachelor of science 
degree in music education and 
English, and a master’s equiva-

lency in music from Duquesne 
and Penn State universities. 
Jack’s first teaching position was 
as a vocal and instrumental mu-
sic teacher in the Penn-Trafford 
School District from 1964-1968; 
he then he transferred to the 
Deer Lakes School District where 
he spent the next 31 years as a 
music teacher and band director. 
He retired from teaching at Deer 
Lakes in 1999 with a final music 
program titled “Mr. Tady’s Opus” 
which featured many of his alumni 
students.

Jack started his first band, 
the Russ-Slovenes, in 1952 at 
the age of 14, and with the as-
sistance of his parents played all 
the small clubs in Russellton and 
the surrounding areas. In 1958, 
Jack renamed his band The Jack 
Lads and recorded his very first 
single (45 rpm), which featured his 
brother, Dick Tady, on saxophone.

In 1959, when his brother went 
off to college, Jack started his 
third group, The Swingn’ Laddies, 
a popular group that traveled and 
performed throughout the United 
States. The Laddies also hosted 
tours to Bermuda, the Caribbean, 
Hawaii and the Mediterranean 
aboard cruise ships. In fact, the 
Tady Bears had the great distinc-
tion of performing the first Slove-
nian Polka Mass on the high seas. 

With the Swingn’ Laddies 
behind him, Jack won a Polka 
King contest sponsored by late 
DJ Bill Seles. That same year, 
1968, America’s Polka King Frank 
Yankovic crowned Jack “Western 
Pennsylvania Polka King.”

In 1973 the band’s name 
changed again, this time to Jack 
Tady & His Tady Bears, and the 
Jack Tady Bears (JTB) continued 
to thrive, performing on televised 
polka shows in Cleveland and 
Pittsburgh, and making an ap-
pearance on Canadian TV with 
Canada’s Polka King Walter 
Ostanek.

On occasion, Jack was invited 
to travel and perform with Polka 
King Frank Yankovic, and record 
several songs with him. One of 
Jack’s greatest memories was 
traveling with Frank to record in 
Nashville, Tenn.

In an effort to encourage and 
inspire the younger generation, 
Jack organized his own polka 
radio show, Jack Tady’s Polka 
Place, in 1983. The show is a 
family-oriented program featuring 

his wife, Peggy, and his daughters, 
Jackie and Maggie T. 

Jack is a very proud Lifetime 
Member of the Cleveland-Style 
Polka Hall of Fame and has been 
selected “Man of the Year” by 
the United Musicians Polka As-
sociation of Pennsylvania. He has 
contributed as a participant for a 
Grammy Award in the polka cat-
egory with Walter Ostanek on the 
recording “Putting It All Together,” 
on which Jack wrote the title track 
and played with the Tady Bears on 
the tune “Lefty’s Polka.” He was 
also featured with the Polka All-
Star Singers on Frank Yankovic’s 
Grammy-nominated recording 
“Cleveland, the Polka Town.”

The greatest thrill of his profes-
sional career came in 2000 when 
he received the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award and was inducted into 
the Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of 
Fame. This is the greatest honor 
awarded to an individual musician 
in the polka industry.

Throughout his prolific career, 
Jack has always been unselfish 
in his willingness to help other 
young musicians, and with his 
guidance many young musicians 
have been inspired and tutored to 
become mature and experienced 
professional musicians. Jack is 
very proud of the musicians who 
have performed with him over the 
past 54 years. 

The Jack Tady Bears Band 
has been performing and promot-
ing Slovenian-style polkas and 
waltzes for the past 69 years, and 
Jack has been promoting Slove-
nian music on his radio show, 
Jack Tady’s Polka Place, for the 
past 39 years. With the intent of 
preserving Slovenian-style polka 
music, Jack founded several polka 
booster organizations, including 
the Western Pa. Polka Pals & 
Gals; the United Musicians Polka 
Association of Pa.; and People 
Encouraging Polkas (PEP) Boost-
ers, his radio show booster club.

In addition to his bands and 
booster clubs, Jack also orga-
nized his own button box group, 
Jack’s Guys & Satin Dolls, which 
has received several nominations 
to the Polka Hall of Fame in the 
button box category.

At present, Jack and his JTB 
have been recording various fight 
songs for the Pittsburgh Steel-
ers	in	an	effort	to	help		stimulate	
another Steelers Super Bowl 
victory. The Steelers fight songs, 

composed by Jack and fellow 
musician Darlene Fejka, include 
“The Pride of Pittsburgh,” “We 
Love Our Steelers,” and “A Tribute 
to Big Ben.”

Jack’s love for children inspired 
him to raise thousands of dol-
lars for several charities: Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Pittsburgh and 
Youngstown, Ohio; Make-A-Wish 
Foundation; Muscular Dystrophy; 
and the Cancer Fund.

In his spare time, Jack enjoys 
doing his radio show; performing 
with his recording orchestra, the 
Jack Tady Bears, and his but-
ton box group, the Guys & Satin 
Dolls; and performing on bus 
trips with his brother Dick (as the 
Tady Brothers) to Wheeling Island 
Gaming Resort. The Jack Tady 
Bears are currently in the process 
of recording a new CD celebrating 
their 69th anniversary.

Jack would like to take this 
opportunity to thank SNPJ for  
acknowledging his 50-year mem-
bership.

Bro. JACK m. tAdY
Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6

Cheswick, PA

•	SNPJ	 Loyalites	 Lodge	 158	
member Bro. doN YERmAN 
celebrated his 70-year SNPJ 
membership in July. In a note of 
appreciation, he writes:

“I became a member of Lodge 
158 Loyalites 70 years ago. It was 
June of 1951 when I was soon to 
be drafted for the Korean War.  
One of my friends said, ‘Why 
don’t we join the Navy?,’ so that’s 
what we did.

“I didn’t know at the time that 
my parents bought an insurance 
policy from SNPJ just in case I 
didn’t make it back, so that they 
would have the money for my 
funeral. This is how I became a 
member of SNPJ Lodge 158.

“When I came home from the 
Korean War, I met a beautiful 
young girl by the name of Patricia 
Hayes. We got married in 1957 
and were together almost 60 
years until she passed away in 
2017. We have four children, Ron, 
Tim, Ken and Denise (husband 
Ed); and three grandchildren, 
Colleen (husband Matt), Brandon 
and Justin.

“I have many memories of 
Slovenian events in Cleveland, 
especially the SNPJ Farm in Kirt-
land where I have fun dancing with 
all the young ladies who show up 
every Sunday.

“I want to thank SNPJ for the 
embroidered blanket, and I look 
forward to celebrating my 80-year 
membership as a Loyalite.”

Bro. doN YERmAN
Euclid, Ohio, Lodge 158

Eastlake, OH

•	Bro.	lEoNARd KNE , a member 
of SNPJ Badger Lodge 584 in 
Milwaukee, celebrated his 70-year 
SNPJ membership in May. In a 

note of appreciation addressed 
to SNPJ National President/CEO 
Joseph C. Evanish, he writes: 

“I apologize for my tardiness 
in thanking the SNPJ for the 
recent letter of commendation 
and the custom-embroidered 
blanket celebrating my 70 years 
of membership in the SNPJ. It 
was a very enjoyable surprise to 
receive the gift.

“My parents were very active 
in Lodge 210 in Chisholm, Minn.  
When I was born in 1933, they im-
mediately took out a policy in the 
SNPJ Juvenile Department which 
was		effective	until	my	18th	birth-
day. At that time they converted 
it to a 20-pay life policy which we 
continue to maintain to this day.  

“My dad was the secretary of 
the local Lodge for a number of 
years. When he passed in 1958, 
I was practicing law in Chisholm, 
having graduated from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota Law School and 
been admitted to the Minnesota 
Bar in 1957. I assumed the sec-
retary’s position and served for a 
couple of years. As my practice 
grew, it became more difficult to 
continue, and I resigned as the 
Lodge secretary. I continued as 
a member of the Lodge.

“I was married to my wife, Ruth, 
in 1955. We had four children, 
Mary, Mike, Len and Gerard. I 
also have four grandchildren, 
Alyssa, Alaina, Bryan and Ivan; 
and three great-grandchildren, 
Cylas, Dayzie and Raelyn.

“We moved to Coon Rapids, 
Minn., in 1973 when I became the 
city attorney for the city. I contin-
ued my employment with the city 
until 1990, and then resumed a 
private practice in Coon Rapids.  
I retired in 1997 and continue to 
live here.

“I come from a family that 
included 15 children. All of them 
were members, at least in the 
juvenile program. Several had 
policies in the Adult Department. 
Mother was an active member of 
the ladies’ division, and also as-
sisted me greatly while I was the 
Lodge secretary. I have enjoyed 
my connection to the Lodge and 
the many friends I met there.

“Again, I thank the Society for 
the gift, and for the thoughts of 
thanks and gratitude.”

Bro. lEoNARd KNE
Milwaukee Lodge 584

Coon Rapids, MN

by DANIELLA VOLPE
Lodge 158

EUCLid, ohio — Hello, 
everyone. Long time, no write.

There isn’t much to report 
for us here at Loyalites Lodge 
158, but we’re always looking 
for ways to celebrate. And our 
most recent celebration was 
our annual picnic.

We want to thank everyone 
who was in attendance to cel-
ebrate with us during our first 
picnic since the pandemic, 
especially since we were 
recognizing the 30th year 
of Slovenia’s independence. 
It’s crazy to think it has only 
been 30 years for Slovenia. We 
had a great time celebrating 

Slovenia’s independence and 
seeing friends and family 
around after this past year. 

The Loyalites chose to 
partner with a charity again, 
as we usually do, and this year 
we selected the Lake County 
Council on Aging. We held a 
lottery board drawing during 
the picnic and took all the 

tips from the bar to use as 
proceeds toward this great 
organization. 

The Council on Aging pro-
vides many different services 
and programs all around Lake 
County, and we feel that they 
really deserve more recogni-
tion for their efforts. If you 
would like to learn more about 

what the Council on Aging 
does, be sure to check them 
out at www.lccoa.org.

We still have some T-shirts 
available for purchase if you 
didn’t manage to get one 
during the picnic or couldn’t 
be in attendance. For more 
information or to purchase a 
T-shirt, contact Lodge Secre-

tary Gary Smrdel by e-mail 
to garylodge158@roadrun-
ner.com. 

As always, we thank ev-
eryone who supports the Loy-
alites Lodge and our events. 
We also extend our thoughts 
and prayers to our ailing 
members and their families 
during these difficult times.

Loyalites Lodge partner benefits from proceeds raised at annual picnic
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Bro. George E. Unger
• lodge 138 •

straBanE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the May 6, 2021, passing 
of Bro. George E. Unger, 89, of 
Hanover Twp., Pa., formerly of 
Moon Twp., Pa., surrounded 
by his family and his faithful 
canine companion, Lucy.

Bro. Unger was born Jan. 
8, 1932, a son of the late Fred 
Unger and Anna Unger Bishel. 
He was a U.S. Army veteran 
serving in France during the 
Korean conflict, where he de-
veloped his love of wine. As the 
owner of Unger Recreational 
Vehicles and Unger Vending 
Company, he was a strong, 
hard-working, independent 
and fun-loving man who loved 
polka dancing and playing his 
button box. 

In addition to his SNPJ 
membership, George was a 
dedicated member of the Moon 
Township chapter of Rotary 
International since 1965, where 
he had 56 years of perfect 
attendance; a member of the 
Scooter & Smart Car clubs; and 
a member of the International 
Button Box Club. He also en-
joyed collecting and restoring 
VW Beetles.

He is survived by his four 
children, G. Kevin (Deb-
bie) Unger, Joy (Scott) Ber-
ringer, Jill (Jim) Brent, and 
Heidi (Louis) Serventi; seven 
grandchildren; and three great-
granddaughters.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; by his beloved 
wife of 46 years, Ellen Stevick 
Unger, in 1997; and by two 
brothers, Robert and Fred.

A funeral service for Bro. 
Unger was held May 13 at 
Huntsman Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services of Moon 
Twp. Private interment fol-
lowed in the National Cem-
etery of the Alleghenies, Cecil 
Twp., Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Unger’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. a. Bryan Gasper
• lodge 138 •

straBanE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the sudden and unex-
pected passing of Bro. Andrew 
Bryan Gasper, 41, of Strabane, 
on May 26, 2021.

Bro. Gasper was born Dec. 
14, 1979, a son of Drew and 
Deborah (Mavrich) Gasper. 
Bryan was a 1999 graduate of 
Canon-McMillan Senior High 

School and Western Area Vo-
cational Technical School with 
a certificate in heating and air 
conditioning. He was a member 
of IOUE Local 66, and was 
most recently employed with 
National Pipeline.

A lifelong member of SNPJ 
Lodge 138 in Strabane, he was 
also a member of St. Oscar 
Romero Parish, St. Patrick 
Church, in Canonsburg, Pa.

He loved boating on the 
river, motorcycles, bowling, 
water sports, winter sports 
– especially snowmobiling, 
snowboarding and skiing – 
fishing, and traveling to places 
like Seven Springs, Colorado, 
Montana and various beaches. 
He also loved to cook.

He was an avid BMX rider 
and dirt bike rider growing up, 
and loved going to High Point 
each year for the races.

Bryan was proud of his 
Slovenian heritage and loved 
polka music. He was compas-
sionate, kind and loved people, 
and he always had a smile on 
his face.

Surviving, in addition to 
his parents, are his sister and 
brother-in-law, Bethany and 
Scott Crumrine of Washing-
ton, Pa.; his aunt, Carole (the 
late John) Pankas; his uncles, 
Robert (Teresa) Mavrich and 
Timothy (Patti) Mavrich; a 
number of cousins; and his 
cats, Isaac and Zoe.

Deceased are his aunt and 
uncle, Maxine and Dennis 
Rusiewski; and his grandpar-
ents, Andrew J. and Anna M. 
White Gasper, and Henry and 
Marcella (Kaminski) Mavrich.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Bro. Gasper 
on June 2 in St. Patrick Church, 
Canonsburg.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Gasper’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. Stanley P. Chermely
• lodge 153 •

YoUnGstown, ohio — 
The members of Lodge 153 
sadly report the May 27, 2021, 
passing of Bro. Stanley Paul 
Chermely, 96, at his home in 
Canfield, Ohio.

Bro. Chermely was born 
Dec. 28, 1924, in Wooster, 
Ohio, the youngest of three 
children born to Joseph and 
Mary Kozar Chermely. He 
was raised in Cleveland and 
attended Collinwood High 
School.

He served honorably in 
the Pacific Theater in World 
War II, earning the Victory 

Medal Asiatic Pacific Theater 
Ribbon. After returning home 
from the war he attended West-
ern Reserve University.

Initially, Stanley worked 
for Thompson Products, Inc. 
He retired from the American 
Tobacco Company after 33 
years as a sales representative.

He enjoyed playing poker 
with his friends at the senior 
center in Struthers, Ohio, and 
he loved playing Mexican Train 
Dominoes with his family. He 
also enjoyed horse racing, golf, 
photography, and a good cigar.

In addition to his SNPJ 
Lodge 153 membership, where 
he was a past president, he 
was also a member of St. John 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Youngstown.

Stanley leaves his daughter 
and son-in-law, Atty. Diane L. 
Chermely Tanner and Joseph 
Tanner; nine nieces and neph-
ews; and six great-nieces and 
great-nephews.

His wife of 58 years, Helen 
“Sally” Chermely, passed 
away in 2019. He was also 
preceded in death by a sister, 
Mary Cergol; a brother, Joseph 
Chermely; brothers-in-law 
Steve Kovac and John Kovach; 
sisters-in-law Mary Dezort, 
Susan Marvich, Mildred Ko-
vach, Julia Hruska and Pauline 
Farmer; and two nephews.

Funeral services for Bro. 
Chermely were held June 
2 at St. John Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. Interment 
with military honors followed 
at Tod Homestead Cemetery 
in Youngstown, where Bro. 
Chermely was laid to rest next 
to his beloved Sally.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 153 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Bro. 
Chermely’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

Sis. Joan l. Bucar
• lodge 2 •

La saLLE, ill. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 2 sadly report the 
May 29, 2021, passing of Sis. 
Joan L. Bucar. She was a 48-
year SNPJ Lodge 2 member.

Sis. Bucar loved entertain-
ing others at her home. She and 
her late husband, Frank, were 
amazing dancers, and others 
loved watching them dance. 
They danced weekly at the 
Paramount Club in La Salle, or 
anywhere bandleader Johnny 
Kaye was playing. 

Spending time with her 
family was her number one pri-
ority. She was the most loving 
and giving person. She loved 
fiercely, and was extremely 
protective of those she loved. 

She was definitely feisty and 
very strong. 

She also had a great sense 
of humor and loved a good 
joke. She enjoyed walking at 
the mall, working crossword 
puzzles, reading, watching 
“Wheel of Fortune,” and din-
ing out. She was always doing 
something to keep busy. 

She is survived by her 
daughter, Jackie Powell of 
Eldon, Mo.; her son, Michael 
Bienemann of La Salle; grand-
children Kim (Becherini) 
Serchuk and Dave Serchuk 
of Hartford, Wis., Paul and 
Jackie Bienemann of Scotts-
dale, Ariz., Jacob Bienemann 
of Peru, Ill., Gavin Imler of 
Rocky Mount, Mo., and Angela 
(Bienemann) Zmia and Tony 
Zmia of Streator, Ill.; eight 
great-grandchildren; and her 
special friend, Chuck Taliani.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Nello Papini 
and Rose Venturi; and her 
husband, Frank Bucar.

Funeral services for Sis. 
Bucar were held June 1 at 
Hurst Funeral Home, La Salle. 
Burial followed in St. Vincent’s 
Cemetery.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 2 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Bucar’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. John R. Slatner
• lodge 2 •

La saLLE, ill. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 2 sadly report 
a second recent loss with the 
June 25, 2021, passing of 
Bro. John Rudolph Slatner, 
78, peacefully at his home in 
Paddock Lake, Wis., with his 
wife of 54 years at his side.

Bro. Slatner was born Nov. 
7, 1942, in Spring Valley, Ill., 
the son of the late John J. and 
Mary H. (Kovacevic) Slatner. 
He graduated from St. Bede 
Academy in Peru, Ill.

He worked at Kunkel’s 
Pharmacy in Peru from age 
13 until one year after gradu-
ating from St. Louis College 
of Pharmacy in 1966, a Phi 
Delta Chi brother. His Uncle 
Alfred inspired him to become 
a pharmacist.

College also led John to 
the love of his life, Joyce Kaye 
Miller. They were married July 
23, 1966, at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church in Depue, Ill.

John worked at Antioch 
Drug in Illinois for 10 years 
before buying his own phar-
macy in 1976, Paddock Lake 
Pharmacy in Paddock Lake, 
Wis., where he served the 
community for more than 15 

years.
A 60-year SNPJ member, 

he was also a member of St. 
Alphonsus Church in New 
Munster, Wis., and belonged to 
many volunteer organizations.

John lived a full life. He 
enjoyed cruising and travel-
ing with his wife, listening to 
George Jones, trap shooting, 
pheasant and duck hunting, 
fishing, cars of all kinds, NAS-
CAR, watching Moe Miller 
& Sons racing in Missouri, 
reading, working crossword 
puzzles, and mowing grass 
on his John Deere tractor. But 
most of all he enjoyed spending 
time with his family, especially 
his grandchildren.

Survivors include his wife, 
Joyce; four children, Mary 
(Scott) Halbleib, Angela (A.J.) 
Bump, John Slatner and Rudy 
Slatner; seven grandchildren, 
Benett, Josie, Davis, Lily, Ef-
fie, Ezra and Radek; beloved 
Slatner and Kovacevic cousins; 
and extended family.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, aunts and uncles.

A Funeral Mass was cel-
ebrated for Bro. Slatner on 
June 29 at St. Mary’s Church 
in Depue. Burial followed in 
Valley Memorial Park, Spring 
Valley.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 2 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Slatner’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. Pete Petronka
• lodge 138 •

straBanE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the June 27, 2021, pass-
ing of Bro. Pete Petronka, 91, 
of Washington, Pa., formerly 
of Canonsburg, Pa., in Bridge-
ville Rehab-Care Center, 
Bridgeville, Pa. 

Bro. Petronka was born 
March 25, 1930, in Washing-
ton, a son of the late Stephan 
and Mary Kopcha Petronka. 

He proudly served with the 
U.S. Navy from 1948 until 1952 
in Korea as a Petty Officer 1st 
Class aboard the USS Leyte. 
He had been employed at J&L 
Steel Works in Aliquippa, Pa., 
and prior to his retirement was 
employed as a big builder at 
Pennsylvania Transformer, 
McGraw Edison and Cooper 
Industries. 

Pete lived most of his life in 
Canonsburg, where he was a 
member of St. John the Baptist 
Orthodox Church. He was a 

tenor in the choir, served on 
the St. John’s council, and was 
chairman of the church bingo. 

He was a life member of 
the Canonsburg Volunteer Fire 
Department, where he served 
for 55 years, was chairman of 
the annual fair bingo, and never 
missed a 4th of July parade in 
uniform. 

A 73-year SNPJ Lodge 138 
member, he was also a member 
of the Russian Brotherhood 
organization, Elks Lodge, 
Fraternal Order of Eagles, 
American Legion Post 902 in 
Houston, Pa., and VFW Post 
2026 in Canonsburg, where he 
was a past commander. 

Pete kept in shape by walk-
ing his dogs, which were mostly 
rescue dogs, on the Canonsburg 
Hospital Trail. He always had 
a vegetable garden and gladly 
shared his bounty with every-
one. He was a voracious reader, 
and enjoyed scratch-off lottery 
tickets and playing poker with 
his buddies. 

Pete and his wife Dorothy 
were avid travelers. They 
created numerous wonderful 
memories traveling all over 
the world to such places as 
Russia, the Mediterranean, 
Alaska, Hawaii, and even 
across the Arctic Circle. They 
also enjoyed attending his 
Navy reunions. 

On Aug. 7, 1954, he mar-
ried his beloved wife of 66 
years, Dorothy Jean Povich. 
She preceded him in death on 
Dec. 2, 2020. 

Left behind to cherish his 
memory are his devoted daugh-
ters, Sonia J. (Richard) Blaha of 
Washington and Tamara Ann 
Petronka of Catonsville, Md.; 
sisters Eva (Dr. John) Chupin-
sky of Washington and Olga 
Povich of Houston; brothers 
John (Geri) Petronka and E. 
Nick Petronka, both of Wash-
ington; and several nieces, 
nephews and godchildren. 

In addition to his wife and 
parents, he was preceded in 
death by a brother, Frank 
Petronka.

Funeral services for Bro. 
Petronka were held June 30 in 
St. John the Baptist Orthodox 
Church. Interment followed in 
Oak Spring Cemetery, Canons-
burg, with full military rites 
accorded by the United States 
Navy and VFW Post 191 Honor 
Guard. 

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Petronka’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

KAREN A. PINtAR
National Secretary/COO

dEAtHS REPoRtEd
For the month of June 2021
   DaTE OF
lodgE NAmE dEAtH CItY, StAtE
 A01 Mary Ann Schnupp 05-16-2021 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 2 Joan L. Bucar 05-29-2021 Hartford, Wis.
 5 James E. Nelis 06-02-2021 N. Royalton, Ohio
 6 Donald Rodetsky 04-08-2021 Fairmont, W.Va.
 6 Florence M. Breitenstein 03-14-2021 Aliquippa, Pa.
 6 John A. Snyder 01-24-2019 McMurray, Pa.
 6 Patricia Klein 05-24-2021 McKees Rocks, Pa.
 8 Anna Capporelli 05-06-2021 Tallahassee, Fla.
 53 David L. Stephan 04-07-2021 Raleigh, N.C.
 87 Christopher A. Wesling Sr. 05-01-2021 New Stanton, Pa.
 87 Angelo Zugaro 05-02-2021 Somerset, Pa.
 87 Jeffrey A. Campbell 05-20-2021 Acme, Pa.
 89 Mildred Golonka 06-05-2021 Slovan, Pa.
 106 Mary Frissora 12-25-2020 Coraopolis, Pa.
 106 Edward Perpar 05-18-2021 Bridgeville, Pa.
 106 William D. O’Leary 03-10-2021 Coraopolis, Pa.
 113 Jessie L. Lampshire 12-20-2020 Alexandria, Va.
 113 Bradford G. Lampshire 06-07-2021 Alexandria, Va.
 158 Erin L. Norton 03-22-2021 Riverview, Fla.
 218 Bernadine Maifarth 12-07-2020 Littleton, Colo.
 254 Vickie Cummings 01-20-2021 Dataw Island, S.C.
 265 Linda L. Slugo 06-13-2021 Coraopolis, Pa.
 274 Andrew G. Kranyc Jr. 05-21-2021 Windber, Pa.
 304 Lester D. Hribar 05-17-2021 San Francisco, Calif.
 449 Michael Beins 03-11-2021 Grayslake, Ill.
 518 Patricia A. Wiater 04-30-2021 South Lyon, Mich.
 562 Mary Boruta 11-25-2020 Salisbury, Md.
 564 Sylvia DeKeyser 11-20-2020 Winston Salem, N.C.
 576 Frank Cajhen 05-18-2021 Madison, Ohio
 584 Shirley M. Vidmar 04-15-2021 West Allis, Wis.
 584 Stephanie Jakel 02-21-2020 Eagan, Minn.
 603 Charles F. Rabbit 05-21-2021 Tuscaloosa, Ala.
 604 Richard L. Miklavic 03-28-2021 Mentor, Ohio
 643 Katherine B. Sefcik 08-02-2018 Dunedin, Fla.
 643 Sandra L. Mihalik 04-14-2021 Youngstown, Ohio
 643 Bette D. Gonda 04-23-2021 Boardman, Ohio
 715 Edna Mae Mink 04-02-2021 New Kensington, Pa.
 715 Albert J. Renchko 05-24-2021 Monroeville, Pa.
 723 Sharon E. Heil 05-13-2021 Lake Elsinore, Calif.
 729 Donald C. Leskosek 04-28-2021 West Newton, Pa.
 782 Gertrude Gruden Nycz 04-06-2021 Cheswick, Pa.
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The meeting was called to order at 2:15 p.m. by 
Chairman Clifford with Brothers Anderson and 
Hervol joining by teleconference, and Brothers 
Evanish and Lawrence in attendance.
A motion was made by Bro. Hervol, seconded 
by Bro. Anderson, to approve the minutes of 
the April 24, 2020, meeting. Motion approved.
A motion was made by Bro. Anderson, 
seconded by Bro. Hervol, to approve the 
secretary’s (National Treasurer’s) report of 
bond purchases and disposals for the second 
quarter 2020. Motion approved.
Reviewed the portfolio and transactions for 
the period.

Joined by phone conference at 2:30 p.m. with 
Wellington Management Company representa-
tives Courtney Madden, Liz Kleinerman and 
Abigail Clare.

Discussion and questions on capital markets 
review by Liz Kleinerman.

Also discussed limits on new purchases based 
on current portfolio guidelines.

The committee reviewed portfolio performance, 
outlook and strategy, and compliance issues.

The committee thanked the Wellington repre-
sentatives for the presentation and ended the 

phone conference at 3:20 p.m.
Discussion on portfolio duration and portfolio 
limit on credit quality of bonds as a percentage 
of the overall portfolio, pending discussion with 
the actuary, approve moving target duration to 
a maximum of 9.5 years.
Discussion on current annuity guarantee rates.
The next meeting will be held Thursday, Oct. 
29, 2020, at 2 p.m.
Motion to adjourn at 3:45 p.m. by Bro. Hervol, 
seconded by Bro. Anderson. Motion approved.

Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting
Held July 22, 2020, at the SNPJ Home Office, Imperial, Pa.

Report of the Secretary for the period April 1 through June 30, 2020
Purchases:
trade date Security description Coupon Yield Par Value Cost maturity date Rating
6/23/2020 Arch Capital Group 3.64% 3.64% $715,000  $715,000  06/30/2050 A-
6/18/2020 Nova Southeast Univ 4.01% 4.01% 710,000  710,000  04/01/2040 A-
5/08/2020 GATX Corp 4.00% 4.03% 335,000  334,286  06/30/2030 BBB
6/03/2020 Inglewood CA POB 3.77% 3.77% 135,000  135,000  09/01/2045 AA
5/07/2020 Leidos Inc 4.38% 4.54% 155,000  153,010  05/15/2030 BBB-
5/14/2020 Leidos Inc 4.38% 3.75% 305,000  320,445  05/15/2030 BBB-
5/07/2020 Rutgers University NJ 3.27% 3.22% 290,000  291,998  05/01/2043 A+
6/03/2020 Wisconsin Ctr Sr AGM 4.47% 4.47% 80,000  80,000  12/15/2047 AA

Sales or Full Calls:
Disposal Date Security Description Coupon Yield Par Value Consideration Maturity Date Gain/loss
6/29/2020 AT&T Inc 4.45% 4.46% $600,000  $621,430  05/15/2021  $38 
4/01/2020 New York City 5.68% 5.68% 1,050,000  1,050,000  10/01/2034  -   
6/15/2020 NYC Water BABS 5.79% 3.27% 200,000  200,000  06/15/2041  -   
6/29/2020	 Schlumberger	Oilfield	UK	 4.20%	 4.21%	 250,000		 255,267		 01/15/2021	 	17

RoBERt J. lAWRENCE
Secretary, Finance Committee

ROGER C. CliFFORD
Chairman

RoBERt J. lAWRENCE
Secretary

The meeting was called to order at 2:35 p.m. by 
Chairman Clifford with Brothers Anderson and 
Hervol joining by teleconference, and Brothers 
Evanish and Lawrence in attendance.
A motion was made by Bro. Anderson, sec-
onded by Bro. Evanish, to approve the minutes 
of the July 22, 2020, meeting. Motion approved.
A motion was made by Bro. Evanish, seconded 
by Bro. Hervol, to approve the secretary’s (Na-
tional Treasurer’s) report of bond purchases 
and disposals for the third quarter 2020. Motion 
approved.
Reviewed the portfolio and transactions for 
the period.

Joined by phone conference at 3 p.m. with 
Wellington Management Company representa-
tives Courtney Madden, Liz Kleinerman and 
Ink Ojougbah.
Discussion and questions on capital markets 
review by Liz Kleinerman.
The committee reviewed portfolio performance, 
outlook and strategy, and compliance issues.
The committee thanked the Wellington repre-
sentatives for the presentation and ended the 
phone conference at 3:55 p.m.
Discussion on annuity rates. Motion by Bro. 
Evanish, seconded by Bro. Hervol, to decrease 

the guarantee minimum on current Loyalty 
plans	to	1.25%,	effective	first	or	second	quarter	
2021. Motion approved.
Discussion on annuity reinsurance.
Discussion on portfolio allocation by credit 
quality.
The next meeting will be held Thursday, Feb. 
4, 2021, at 2:15 p.m.
Motion to adjourn at 4:05 p.m. by Bro. Hervol, 
seconded by Bro. Anderson. Motion approved.

Held Nov. 5, 2020, at the SNPJ Home Office, Imperial, Pa.

ROGER C. CliFFORD
Chairman

RoBERt J. lAWRENCE
Secretary

Report of the Secretary for the period July 1 through Sept. 30, 2020
Purchases:
trade date Security description Coupon Yield Par Value Cost maturity date Rating
7/16/2020	 Brookfield	Finance	I	 3.45%		 3.37%		 $250,000		 $253,880		 04/15/2050	 A-
8/28/2020 Chicage Tran Sales Tax 3.91%  3.91%  65,000  65,000  12/01/2040 AA
7/08/2020 Howard University AGM 3.48%  3.48%  490,000  490,000  10/01/2041 AA
7/09/2020 Howard University AGM 3.48%  3.34%  230,000  234,618  10/01/2041 AA
7/09/2020 MA DFA Wellforce TAX 3.52%  3.52%  225,000  225,000  10/01/2046 AA
7/08/2020 McLaren Health Care 4.39%  3.12%  590,000  726,915  05/15/2048 A
9/10/2020	 Pacific	Life	 3.35%		 3.39%		 315,000		 312,581		 09/15/2050	 A-
8/21/2020 Chicago Secur IL 3.59%  3.13%  385,000  408,604  01/01/2043 AA-
8/06/2020 SF Air Taxable 2.96%  2.96%  245,000  245,000  05/01/2051 A
7/17/2020 Starbucks Corp 4.50%  2.96%  500,000  644,790  11/15/2048 BBB+
7/16/2020 Sysco Corp 3.30%  3.47%  650,000  629,428  02/15/2050 BBB-
8/27/2020 Tampa Expressway 2.69%  2.69%  340,000  340,000  07/01/2037 AA

Sales or Full Calls:
Disposal Date Security Description Coupon Yield Par Value Consideration Maturity Date Gain/loss
9/01/2020 Alabama Incentives Fing Auth 6.04%  5.94%  $30,000  $30,000  09/01/2029 $(217)
8/15/2020 El Paso Texas 5.32%  5.32%  375,000  375,000  08/15/2024  -   
8/01/2020 San Antonio Texas 5.69%  5.69%  500,000  500,000  08/01/2028  -   
8/01/2020 San Bernardino CA 6.02%  6.02%  30,000  30,000  08/01/2023  -   
7/01/2020 Utah State 4.55%  4.55%  25,000  25,000  07/01/2024  -   
7/01/2020 Wagner College NY 6.92%  6.92%  100,000  100,000  07/01/2023  -   
7/28/2020 Continental Resource 5.00%  4.24%  279,000  278,627  09/15/2022 (373)
8/05/2020 Continental Resource 5.00%  4.24%  38,000  37,903  09/15/2022 (97)

RoBERt J. lAWRENCE
Secretary, Finance Committee

PRoSVEtA Crossword
BASEBALL (#0721) solution

by JOE VALENCIC (5)
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame

KirtLand, ohio — Save 
your appetite for the 17th 
Annual Slovenian Sausage 
Festival, returning Wednes-
day, Sept. 15, to the SNPJ 
Farm in Kirtland. Enjoy nine 
hours of music and munch-
ing. Your host, the National 
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall 
of Fame, welcomes you back 
for the country’s tastiest polka 
celebration.

Dance from noon until 9 
p.m. to the music of 10 polka 
orchestras and entertainers, 
featuring Polka Hall of Fame 
legends. Sample Slovenian 
smoked sausages from each 
maker and then vote for your 
favorite. Bring your banjo or 
accordion and jam along with 
music-makers from coast to 
coast. Nationality dishes, des-
serts and refreshments will be 
served all day.

Get ready to get back on the 
dance floor with the orchestras 
of Polka Hall of Famers Frank 

Stanger, Eddie Rodick and 
Kathy Hlad. Your polka favor-
ites include Frank Moravcik, 
Anthony Culkar, the Fairport 
Jammers, Ray Kovac, Patty C 
& The Guys, plus an All-Star 
Band. Check in for updates to 
the music schedule. 

Admission tickets are $10 
per person in advance or $12 
at the gate; food and beverages 
extra. Guests 18 and under 
admitted free of charge.

Order your Slovenian Sau-
sage Festival tickets and T-
shirts from the Polka Hall of 
Fame: phone (216) 261-FAME, 
toll-free (866) 66-POLKA, or 
drop a line to PolkaShop@
aol.com. Proceeds benefit 
the Polka Museum, 605 East 
222nd St. in Euclid, Ohio; open 
Wednesdays and Fridays from 
11 a.m. until 4 p.m.

The SNPJ Farm is lo-
cated at 10946 Heath Rd. in 
Kirtland, off Chardon Road 
(Route 6), three miles east of 
Route 306 and six miles west 
of Route 44.

Sausage Festival back at 
the SNPJ Farm Sept. 15

Just how good is that Slovenian sausage? You can find out 
for yourself – then vote for your favorite – at the SNPJ Farm 
on Sept. 15 during the 17th Annual Polka Hall of Fame 
Sausage Festival.

by MARCIA KLANCER BLEGGI
Lodge 581 Secretary/Treasurer

st. MarYs, Pa. — SNPJ 
Lodge 581 member Bro. John 
Troha, who has served as a 
Lodge 581 officer and who 
has made his home in Viet-
nam for almost 30 years, has 
made frequent trips back and 
forth from the United States to 
Vietnam for business and visits 
with family. John maintains a 
home here, and his son Tyler 
attends high school at John’s 
alma mater in St. Marys, along 
with several other Vietnamese 
students from the Phoenix 
International School in Viet-
nam, a school established by 
Bro. Troha.  

Prior to Christmas 2019, 
John and Tyler returned to Viet-
nam to celebrate the Christmas 
holiday and the birthday of 
John’s wife. Upon their return 
to the U.S. on New Year’s Eve, 

For two Lodge 581 members, cherished memories  
of St. Marys while awaiting a reunion in Vietnam

Separated from their family in Vietnam, Lodge 581 members 
JoHN and tYlER tRoHA spent more than a year and a half 
in St. Marys, Pa., as they awaited approval to return home.

Dec. 31, 2019, little did they 
know what the future had in 
store for them.

It was mid-February when 
John was planning his return 
to Vietnam. He learned from 
the Asian news media that there 
was a mysterious, dangerous 
virus called COVID-19, a 
silent, invisible, evasive killer 
that was spreading quickly. In 
a short period of time, con-
flicting news reports began to 
circle the globe, and concern 
and confusion set in. John’s 
wife, Phuong, and their two 
young sons, Shawnee, age 13, 
and Sundance, 10, remained 
in Vietnam while Tyler and 
John were half a world away 
in America. 

In a state of panic, countries 
throughout the world began to 
close their borders; Vietnam 
restricted all travel in and out 
of the country. John and his 

family, like many other people, 
were to be separated for an 
indefinite period of time, and 
as the days turned to weeks 
and months, a year had gone 
by with no solution in sight.  

Homesick, frustrated and 
basically helpless at a time 
when John thought things 
could get no worse, his uncle 
and one of his best friends, 
Bro. Jerry Troha, then-SNPJ 
Lodge 581 secretary/treasurer, 
who had just defeated cancer, 
caught COVID and passed 
away 30 days later on Dec. 
2, 2021.

A feeling of ever-deepening 
loss became John’s new reality, 
as if living a bad dream from 
which one cannot escape.   

Longing to reunite his fam-
ily, John persisted and explored 
every avenue to have his family 
all together; however, chaos 
continued and obstructed each 

attempt until recently.  
It was only on Sunday, July 

11, 2021, that John and his 
overseas staff finagled a way 
for John and Tyler to catch 
a flight back to Vietnam on 
Wednesday, July 14. Though 
both of them had been vacci-
nated, a myriad of documents 
and health tests needed to 
be completed prior to their 
departure.

Upon their arrival to Viet-
nam, they were met by of-
ficials dressed in space-like 
surgical attire and escorted 
to an area where they too 
would be dressed in similar 
fashion. Once all procedures 
were strictly followed, they 
were taken to a government 
hotel to begin their 22 days of 
quarantine before being able to 
be reunited with their family. 
Though currently in the period 
of quarantine, John and his 

entire family are now in the 
same country, in the same time 
zone, and hope to be reunited 
in the near future. 

Nevertheless, John cher-
ishes his wonderful memories 
with the members of SNPJ 
Lodge 581, along with the 

North Central Pennsylvania 
Slovenian Polka Boosters 
Club dances, fund raisers and 
community efforts. He will 
take these fond recollections 
back to his home and share 
them his family and friends 
in Vietnam.
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by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

iMPEriaL, Pa. — For 
many years, SNPJ members 
have enjoyed the unique and 
truly remarkable facility 
that is the SNPJ Recreation 
Center. The experiences and 
countless memories that 
have been made there are 
treasured by thousands. The 
Recreation Center is now 
more than 50 years old and, 
as with so many things, time, 
along with wear and tear, 
have taken their toll.

The large upper cabins, 
situated opposite the lake 
along Martin Road, are some 
of the first structures that 
were built on the property. 
Cabins #1 and #2 have al-
ready been completed. The 
budgeted cost to complete 
one cabin was $28,000. There 
are a total of 24 large cabins 
and 12 motel units as part 
of this project. It will take a 
significant amount of capital 
to finish this project, and will 
likely take years to complete. 
The more donations we 
receive, the quicker we can 
complete the project. Since 
this is not a cultural or edu-

cational (scholarship) cause, 
but rather, recreational in 
nature, contributions are not 
considered tax deductible. 

We encourage Lodg-
es, Federations, members, 
friends and other organiza-
tions to contribute. Several 
have already contributed. 
While we do offer “Club Lev-
el” recognition, all donations 
will be listed in PRoSveta.

Donors at the following 
Club Levels will receive their 
name on a plaque inside the 
corresponding cabin: Bronze 
Level, $1,000; Silver Level, 
$5,000; Gold Level, $10,000; 
and Platinum Level, $25,000.

Donation checks can be 
made payable to “SNPJ.” 
Please indicate “Cabin Reno-
vation” in the memo area. 
Provide your name and ad-
dress, and the acknowledg-
ment name and address if the 
donation is made in memory 
of someone. 

Send your donation to 
Slovene National Benefit 
Society, 247 West Allegheny 
Rd., Imperial, PA 15126. All 
donations are greatly appre-
ciated. Thank you in advance 
for your support!

Support the Rec Center Cabin Renovation Project
Before

After

Tournament Secretary: 
david sankovich, snPJ district 3 athletic director

Entry fees for team and individual events are $53 per member. 
For individual event only, entry fee is $48 per member.

Entry fee includes greens fees, golf cart, prize fund.

Return this form, along with entry fees, to:
snPJ recreation Center

270 Martin Rd., Enon Valley, PA 16120 
Phone: 1-877-767-5732

Make checks payable to snPJ
ENTRY DEADLINE IS AUG. 23, 2021

The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament
rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Home Office,

247 W. Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Lodge No.Name

individual Event

1.

2.

3.

4.

Lodge No.Name

team Event

77th snPJ national Golf tournament
at Black Hawk Golf Course

644 Blackhawk Rd., Beaver Falls, PA 15010
Phone: (724) 843-5512

Saturday, Sept. 4, 2021
8 a.m. Shotgun Start

Rec Center Cabin Renovation donations
for the months of May & June 2021
SNPJ Lodge 106, Imperial, Pa. .................... $500
In memory of Stan Repos
SNPJ Comets Lodge 715, Universal, Pa. ..... $100
In memory of Bill Rosignoli
Robert P. Zeitz (355), Eastlake, Ohio ........... $100
In memory of Lee Jackopin
Lawrence Laska and Pamela Vachon, 
Astoria, N.Y. ................................................... $75
In memory of Donald R. Urbanic
Don (715) & Joan (6) Proto, Pittsburgh .......... $50
In memory of Dolly Davis

Don (715) & Joan (6) Proto, Pittsburgh .......... $50
In memory of Sonny Jurkowski
Ken & Karen Pintar (6), Bridgeville, Pa. ......... $50
In memory of Stanley Repos
Antoinette L. Kicmol (6), Cheswick, Pa. ......... $50
In memory of Al Renchko
Patricia A. (643) & Richard C. Harper, 
Boulder, Colo. ................................................. $40
In memory of deceased members of the Kren family
Amy D. Mavrich (138), Canonsburg, Pa. ........ $20
In memory of David Curry

Amy D. Mavrich (138), Canonsburg, Pa. ........ $20
In memory of A. Bryan Gasper

The following donations were made
in memory of Bro. Kevin S. Richards (106):

SNPJ Lodge 106, Imperial, Pa. ...................... $500
The Levar Family (142), Mentor, Ohio ............. $50

snPJ national Bean Bag toss tournament
Sunday, Sept. 5, 2021, starting at 2 p.m.

at the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa.

1.

2.

1.

2.

Lodge No.Name

Entry Fee: $10 per two-man team
Return this form, along with entry fees, to:

SNPJ Recreation Center
270 Martin Rd., Enon Valley, PA 16120 

Phone: 1-877-767-5732
Make checks payable to snPJ

tournament secretary:
Jason Cadez, snPJ district 1 athletic director

e-mail: cadez138@gmail.com
The SNPJ Home Office will verify all memberships.

Team 1 captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

Team 2 captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

(Team 1 captain)

(Team 2 captain)

Select Entry Division:
 Men’s/Co-ed Women’s

SNPJ membership Anniversaries 
August 2021

 lodge member
 2 Teresa J. Gregoire
 2 Christine Drag
 2 Betty J. Klasinz
 5 Patricia F. Buchner
 53 Elizabeth West
 53 Louise A. Gibbs
 87 Sandra M. Jones
 87 Rebecca L. Kaminsky
 89 Linda A. Nalesnick
 89 Rose A. Weidner
 89 Janet B. Nevitt
 89 Jenny K. Stucin
 106 Linda J. Banas
 106 Frank W. Potocnik
 106 Thomas Martincic
 113 Kurt R. Vuksinick
 138 James A. Freshwater
 254 Dennis Strazisar
 254 Gino F. Marisa

 lodge member
 257 William P. Swinderman
 371 Jeffery L. McCall
 559 Karl D. Michalec
 559 Mary L. DeBello
 562 Jeanette M. Mertz
 576 Sandra L. Subel
 576 Roland J. Hallen
 577 Juliann Dodson
 581 Martin F. Murin
 584 James D. Perpich
 604 Carol L. Pehrson
 715 Mary A. St Jacques
 715 Kathleen I. Carns
 719 Donna K. Reilly
 729 James M. Hatalowich
 749 Karen M. Berkey
 749 Susan J. Langerholc
 749 Diana L. Kowal

50-Year members

 lodge member
 6 Mary A. Ulrich
 31 Patricia D. Mollick
 53 Mathew R. Intihar
 106 Karen S. Blosnick
 117 Delton H. Fout
 216 Eugene F. Bouma

 lodge member
 254 Ronald J. Kush
 274 Theodore J. Vasilko
 576 Linda Z. Lease
 584 Anthony P. Chos
 584 Barbara J. Loncaric
 603 Elizabeth V. Smith

60-Year members

 lodge member
 5 Joan D. Motuza
 6 Ruth A. Kullman
 107 Betty L. Seidner

 lodge member
 126 Donald J. Hoernig
 584 Carol Paust
 584 Frances L. Koschak

70-Year members

80-Year members
 lodge member
 107 Justine Eresh

 lodge member
 564 Rosemarie Hostnik

The SNPJ Farm
2021 Picnic Schedule

Aug. 8 SNPJ lodge 126 Picnic  3 to 7
Aug. 15 SNPJ Utopians lodge 604 Picnic 3 to 7
  Ron Likovic & Friends
Aug. 22 SNPJ Farm ladies auxiliary Picnic 3 to 7
  Don Wojtila Band

Sept. 6 Val Pawlowski’s labor day dance  noon to 7
  Eddie Rodick and Frank Stanger bands
Sept. 15 Polka Hall of Fame annual  noon to 9
  Slovenian Sausage Festival
Sept. 19 Wojtila Band: 50+ Years  3 to 7
  Performers TBA
Sept. 26 Slovenian Grape Festival  2:45 to 7
  Joey Tomsick Orchestra

Unless indicated otherwise, the gates open at 1 p.m. 
rain or shine. Sunday dinners served starting at 2 p.m.; 
Sunday music and dancing 3 to 7 p.m. Sunday picnic 
admission is $8 per person, cash only. Rent the SNPJ 
Farm for your special occasions. For additional information 
and schedule updates visit www.snpjfarmkirtland.com.

SNPJ Farm, 10946 Heath Road, kirtland, Ohio
off	Chardon	Road	(Route	6),	2.9	miles	east	of	Route	306
For information phone (440) 256-3423

snPJ national Balina tournament
Saturday & Sunday, Sept. 4-5, 2021

at the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Lodge NumberName

$20 per team entry fee for men’s and women’s competition.
EntrY dEadLinE is aug. 30, 2021
Return this form, along with entry fees, to:

SNPJ Recreation Center
270 Martin Rd., Enon Valley, PA 16120 

Phone: 1-877-767-5732
Make checks payable to snPJ

tournament secretary:
denny Brand, snPJ district 2 athletic director

e-mail: dhbrand3517@gmail.com
The Home Office will verify all memberships.

Team name _____________________________________
Team captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

by KATIE MAVRICH GREEN
Lodge 138

straBanE, Pa. — It was 
raining, it was pouring, and 
the ducks weren’t swimming 
down Chartiers Creek on July 
17 for 27th Annual Duck Race 
hosted by SNPJ Lodge 138. 
The creek water was high and 
rough, so winners were chosen 
randomly instead, plucked out 
of the back of a pickup truck 
by blindfolded members of 
Youth Circle 19.

The first place winner of 
$1,300 was Laney Gordon, 
second place winner of $600 
was Cindy Mitchell, and third 
place winner of $400 was Jean 
Lloyd. The entire list of the 25 
winners can be viewed on the 
Lodge 138 Facebook page, 
facebook.com/SNPJ138. 

Despite the bad weather, the 
crowd was great. SNPJ mem-

Despite rainy weather, annual Lodge 138 Duck 
Race nets a big crowd

The Lodge 138 Duck Race may have been a washout this 
year, but the crowd on hand enjoyed the event nonetheless.

bers came from all over, in-
cluding as far as Monroeville, 
Pa., and Ohio, to see friends 
and family. Youth Circle 19 
Director Margaret Cadez set up 
water games and snow cones 
for the children, ensuring fun 
for all ages.

Looking to August, Robin 
& Bob will perform outside 
on Friday, Aug. 6, from 7 to 
11 p.m. And while it’s hard to 
believe, our end-of-summer 
Pig Roast is almost here, so 
plan to join Lodge 138 on Sat-
urday, Aug. 28. “Trainwreck 
Pittsburgh,” a rock and country 
cover band, will be performing 
in the evening.

Since Lodge 138 couldn’t 
hold the 40th annual In-House 
Bowling Tournament in March 
due to Covid restrictions, the 
tournament will take place 
the weekend of Oct. 8-10. The 

Saturday evening entertain-
ment will be provided by the 
Garrett Tatano Band. Check 

the Lodge 138 Facebook page 
and next month’s PROSVETA 
issue for more information.


