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And the winner is...
The $100 winner of the first quarter drawing in 

the 2021 SNPJ Recommender Program is:
Cynthia Griswold, Lodge 603, Samsula, Fla.
Congratulations, and thank you for participating!

The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are Oct. 1 and Nov. 1. All material must 
be received by noon on Monday, Sept. 
13, for the Oct. 1 issue, and by Monday, 
Oct. 18, for the Nov. 1 issue. If you’re 
concerned about making the deadline, 
send an e-mail to prosveta@snpj.com or 
submit your material via the publications 
area of our website, snpj.org.

THE
DEADLINE

briefly

by KAREN SCHNuELL-RuTH
Lodge 677 Secretary

DETROIT — During the May meeting, SNPJ 
Wolverines Lodge 677 honored Bro. Kenneth 
W. Anderson for his dedication to fraternalism 
and service to the members for 50 years as 
president of our Lodge. He also served as Lodge 
vice president for 11 years before being elected 
president. All of his children were present at 
his home for the Zoom meeting as the Lodge 
surprised Ken with the gift of a Wolverine 
Blue-faced watch.

Ken was honored for his ongoing organiza-
tion and leadership of meetings, sports activities, 
dinner dances, youth and young adult activities, 
and educational seminars, as well as the support 
of the local Slovenian homes over the years. He 

SNPJ National Board member 
Bro. Ken Anderson hits 50-year 
milestone as Lodge 677 president

has represented our area at the national level as 
a member of the SNPJ National Board and the 
SNPJ National Athletic Board, and has proudly 
encouraged the sale of insurance products. 
Through his efforts, Detroit Week, National 
SNPJ Days, and SNPJ athletic tournaments 
all drew many Detroit members to the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. 

The Anderson family has played a major role 
in Ken’s SNPJ activities. The family was always 
there to bowl, play ball, clear balina courts, sell 
tickets, and set up and clean up during events. 
His wife, Dorothy, has been at his side all the 
way. They have been a team in marriage and in 
leadership with the SNPJ for 61 years. Lodge 

SEE LodGE 677 mILEStoNE
ON PAGE 8

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office will be closed Monday, Sept. 6, 
in celebration of Labor Day. Normal 
office hours, 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., will 
resume Tuesday, Sept. 7. We wish all 
SNPJ members and friends a safe and 
happy Labor Day!

Home Office closed as
we celebrate Labor Day

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office has been notified of the July 18, 
2021, passing of Sis. Martha A. Meglich, 
longtime secretary/treasurer of Lodge 53 
in Cleveland.

On behalf of the entire Society, the 
members of the Executive Committee 
and Home Office staff extend their con-
dolences to Sis. Meglich’s family and 
friends on their loss. See page 6 for the 
complete obituary.

Society sympathies
for Lodge 53 secretary

Zaiden m. Volpe
Born March 19, 2018
detroit Lodge 564

The members of Young Americans Lodge 
564 welcome Paisley Marie Volpe and 
Zaiden Matthew Volpe as their newest 
additions. Paisley and Zaiden are the 
children of Jacob Volpe (564) and Britney 
Hudson, the grandchildren of John Volpe 
(564) and Lodge 564 President/Secretary 
Shelly Volpe, and the great-grandchildren 
of Ermando Volpe (564) and the late Marion 
Volpe (564). We welcome Paisley and 
Zaiden to the Society and extend our best 
wishes to their entire family.

Paisley m. Volpe
Born Nov. 12, 2020
detroit Lodge 564

by KAREN A. PINTAR
SNPJ National Secretary/COO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The following SNPJ 
Lodges have recently merged or will soon 
be merging with another Lodge.

On Aug. 23, 2021, SNPJ Lodge 476 in 
Salem, Ohio, merged with SNPJ Lodge 277 
in Struthers, Ohio. The secretary for Lodge 
277 is Susan Krispinsky. On Aug. 23, 2021, 
SNPJ Lodge 53 in Cleveland merged with 
SNPJ Lodge 604 in Cleveland. The secretary 
of Lodge 604 is Gerri Trebets.  

On Sept. 1, 2021, SNPJ Lodge FD4 in 
McKees Rocks, Pa., merged with SNPJ 
Lodge A01 in Sewickley, Pa. The secretary 
of Lodge A01 is Robin Clifford. 

On September 15, 2021, SNPJ Lodge 577 
in Pueblo, Colo., will merge with SNPJ Lodge 
218 in Denver. The secretary of Lodge 218 
is Julie Milavec.  

We thank all of the officers of the merging 
Lodges for the many years of service that they 
provided to their Lodge and to the Society. 
We also thank those Lodges and officers of 
the accepting Lodges for your fraternal spirit 
in welcoming these members to your Lodge.  

Letters have been sent to all members of 
the Lodges that are merging informing them 
of the date of the merger and providing the 
name, address, phone number and e-mail of 
their new Lodge secretary.

Lodge mergers  
announced 
for August 
and SeptemberBro. dAVId JoNES (277)

began his employment as SNPJ Recreation 
Center director in August.

A new director takes the helm
at the SNPJ Recreation Center

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — The SNPJ 
Recreation Center is pleased to announce that 
David Jones will be the new director. He started 
in this position during the first week of August. 
Acting Recreation Center Director Tim Jergel 
will advise in David’s orientation and transition.

Many of our members know David as the 
owner and manager of Jones Catering. In that 
capacity he has been a large part of the suc-
cess of many events and group activities at the 
Recreation Center for nearly two decades. He is 
very familiar with the operation of the facility, 
and has worked closely with the management 
and staff.

There will be a new manager of Jones Cater-
ing and Jones Creations, which will allow David 
to fully focus on the SNPJ Recreation Center. 
He brings decades of business and managerial 
experience to this position.

SEE REC CENtER dIRECtoR
ON PAGE 7

by ROBBIE ROCKWELL
Lodge 138

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — For the first time 
in over two years, SNPJ young adult members 
gathered at the SNPJ Recreation Center from 
July 23-25 for the Young Adult Conference.

The weekend actually began a few days ear-
lier, as Walt Russell, a member of SNPJ Lodge 
782 and the Trailer Court Association, and I 

Recreation Center grounds benefit from YAC projects
power washed the balina courts in anticipation 
of the Young Adult Conference service project. 
The weekend wouldn’t have been a success 
without Walt’s help; I cannot thank him enough 
for his fraternalism.

After a pizza dinner on Friday night, the 
conference delegates gathered at the balina 
courts for some friendly but competitive games 
of balina and cornhole, and to enjoy some music. 

Of course, the night wouldn’t have been complete 
without a tribute to our departed friend, Kevin 
Richards. We sang “Take Me Home, Country 
Roads” and participated in an ice-breaker despite 
not appreciating them nearly as much as Kevin 
did. I know I speak for all of the young adults 
when I say we miss him dearly.

SEE YoUNG AdULt PRoJECt
ON PAGE 2

Toast 30 years of independent Slovenia with SNPJ
by KATHY PAuLENICH (776)
SNPJ Heritage Center Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — The deadline is 
approaching to make your reservations to attend 
the Sept. 17 dinner and dance celebrating the 
30th anniversary of Slovenia’s independence. 
The SNPJ Heritage Center is co-sponsoring this 
exciting event in The Alpine Room at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center.

We’ll open the evening with a cash bar 
from 5 to 6 p.m., followed by a buffet dinner 
that will include stuffed cabbage, klobase and 
sauerkraut, champagne chicken, garlic mashed 
potatoes, pierogies, and a vegetable medley. Our 

dessert will be potica, made in Cleveland and 
provided by Consul General Alenka Jerak, as 
a special treat.

Our honored guests and speakers for the 
evening include Dr. Helena Jaklitsch, Minister 
for Slovenians Abroad, traveling from Slovenia; 
Slovenian Consul General in Cleveland Alenka 
Jerak; and SNPJ National President/CEO 
Joseph C. Evanish. The program will follow 
dinner and will start at around 7 p.m. Dancing 
will follow from 8 to 10 p.m. to the music of 
Veseli Godci from Cleveland, a really great 
Slovenian band that you will enjoy.

This is a reservations-only dinner and dance; 

tickets are priced at $50 per person. No admis-
sions will be accepted at the door. Please call me 
at (724) 346-0354, text me at (724) 699-2691, 
or send an e-mail to KPaulenich@roadrunner.
com to make your reservation. 

All reservations are due Monday, Sept. 
6. I will be assigning seats, so if you have a 
group of people you would like to be seated 
with, please let me know when making your 
reservation.

The SNPJ Heritage Center gift shop and 
museum will be open that day from 3 to 5 p.m. 
You don’t want to miss this wonderful evening 
with your SNPJ friends!
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Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

•	 SEPT.	3-5 .... National SNPJ Days weekend at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. Activities include the SNPJ 
national golf, balina and beanbag toss 
tournaments, and the National SNPJ 
Days picnic. For information contact the 
SNPJ Recreation Center at 1-877-767-
5732 or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

•	 SEPT.	12 ...... Annual utah Slovenian Day Picnic 
hosted by SNPJ Lodges 113, 689 and 
757; noon until 5 p.m. at the Slovenian 
Home, 4323 North 2000 West in Spring 
Glen, utah. Enjoy nationality foods, 
baked goods and polka music. For more 
information contact Joanne Lessar at 
(435) 630-3973 or Jeannette Marasco 
at (435) 650-1797.

•	SEPT.	17 ....... SNPJ and the Slovenian Consul 
General in Cleveland host a celebration  
of the 30th Anniversary of Slovenian 
Independence in The Alpine Room at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center. Tickets $50 per 
person; admission by reservation only. 
For ticket orders phone Kathy Paulenich 
at (724) 346-0354, text (724) 699-2691, 
or e-mail KPaulenich@roadrunner.com. 
All reservations due by Sept. 6.

•	 SEPT.	19 ...... SNPJ Lodge 643 Fall Dance at 
Rolling Mills Lounge (formerly Kuz-
man’s), 1025 S. State St. in Girard, 
Ohio; $10 donation. Music by the Frank 
Stanger Band from 3 to 7 p.m. For more 
information contact Ray Kovac at (330) 
824-2154.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

It takes many busy hands 
to apply water sealant 
to the SNPJ Recreation 
Center balina courts, and 
that’s exactly how the 
delegates to the 2021 
Young Adult Conference 
spent their Saturday of the 
conference weekend.

YoUNG AdULt PRoJECt
FROM PAGE 1 

The young adults got to work 
bright and early on Saturday 
morning. Half of the group of 
32 went out to Route 108 to pick 
up trash while the others began 
work on the main project, apply-
ing a water sealant to the balina 
courts. Applying the sealant was 
tough sledding at first since the 
wood on the courts was very old 
and dry, but as the members of 
the road clean-up crew returned, 
the pace picked up and the sec-
ond coat of sealant was finished 
by 3 p.m. 

After some pool time and 
much-needed power naps, we 
all gathered at the upper pavil-
ion for music, more competitive 
games and, of course, plenty 
of polkas. 

The final day of the Young 
Adult Conference kicked off 
after breakfast with a brief recap 
of the past four SNPJ National 
Board meetings by myself and 
National President/CEO Joseph 
C. Evanish. This was followed 
by fervent discussion among the 
delegates focusing on issues of 
youth and young adult involve-
ment, the Miss SNPJ Pageant, 
and the future of the Young 
Adult Conference. 

Finally, the delegates voted 
to elect the 2022 Young Adult 

Conference chairperson, Alyssa 
Urban, a member of Lodge 715 
in Universal, Pa. 

I would like to thank so 
many people for making this 
weekend the success that it 
was. Driving home on Sunday 
afternoon, I couldn’t wipe the 
smile from my face as I thought 
about all the new memories 
we made and how special this 
organization is to me. 

I would like to thank Presi-
dent Joe Evanish for helping to 
oversee the conference, as well 
as the SNPJ National Board for 
making the weekend happen 
after so much confusion sur-
rounded it for months. I would 
also like to thank Jeff Wisneski 
for purchasing all the necessary 
supplies for the project and 
for his much-needed wisdom 
to apply the sealant correctly. 
The balina courts wouldn’t 
look nearly as good without his 
guidance! 

I also thank all my friends 
who attended the conference 
for helping me with whatever I 
needed throughout the weekend 
and for making it unforgettable 
– you’re all great fraternalists! 

It was truly a privilege to 
serve as chairman and give back 
to the SNPJ, and I cannot wait 
until next year to gather with 
everyone once again.

2021 Young Adults work to 
benefit the Recreation Center

by JOE VALENCIC (5)
Cleveland Federation President

KIRTLAND, Ohio — It’s time to 
celebrate the fruit of the vine, old 
country-style, at the SNPJ Farm’s 
colorful, musical Slovenian Grape 
Festival, scheduled Sunday, Sept. 26. 

The polka parade with Slovenian 
costumes and singing opens the fes-
tivities. The Joey Tomsick Orchestra 
will also perform for four hours of 
dancing. The hearty harvest fare 
includes smoked Slovenian sausages, 
savory roast beef, and homemade 
krofe.

Wear your Slovenian outfit and 
join the sing-along when the parade 
starts at 2:45 p.m. with accordionist 
Tony Fortuna leading the way. Joe 
Valencic will provide you with a song 
sheet and the story behind the Grape 
Festival tradition. Dance to Joey 
Tomsick’s polka and waltz favorites 

from 3 to 7 p.m. The dance pavilion 
will be decorated with grapevines 
and hanging treats – but beware: If 
you dare grab a goody, you could 
wind up in jail!

Admission is free if you wear 
your Slovenian costume or bring 
your accordion to the parade. Parade 
participants should arrive by 2:15 to 
prepare. 

Guests age 18 and under are admit-
ted free of charge. Regular admission, 
$8, includes four hours of live music 
and all the balinca you can play. Din-
ners, sandwiches and refreshments 
will be available for purchase from 
2 p.m. on.

The SNPJ Farm is located at 10946 
Heath Road, off Chardon Road (Route 
6) in Kirtland, Ohio, three miles east 
of State Route 306 and six miles west 
of Route 44. For additional informa-
tion, phone (440) 256-3423.

Celebrate music and tradition at the SNPJ Farm during 
the Slovenian Grape Festival

Dancing, singing and good food all combine to round out the celebration of 
the annual Slovenian Grape Festival, scheduled Sunday, Sept. 26, at the 
SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, Ohio.

by KATHY PAuLENICH (776)
SNPJ Heritage Center Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — The 
SNPJ Heritage Center thanks every-
one for attending our annual “Cel-
ebrating your Slovenian Heritage” 
weekend. Our welcome dance was 
held July 30 with a very nice crowd 
in the Gostilna listening and danc-
ing to the music of Patty C and The 
Guys. Everyone attending enjoyed 
the music since this was the first 
musical event held in the Gostilna 
this summer.

Saturday was a busy day, starting 
with a balina tournament. A big thank 
you to Denny Brand for organizing 

this event with help from his wife, 
Lisa. The members of the winning 
team received a T-shirt of their choice 
from the Heritage Center gift shop. 
The gift shop and museum were open 
on Saturday, and we thank you for 
visiting that day.

Polka bingo was played Saturday 
evening in the Gostilna, the bingo 
winners receiving a small item of 
their choice from the gift shop.

Sunday activity featured the an-
nual dance, which was planned in the 
Heritage Pavilion but was moved to 
the Alpine Room due to the threat of 
thunderstorms. It was a wise move – a 
storm did hit in the afternoon. 

We welcomed a wonderful crowd 
since, again, this was the first dance 
held this season at the SNPJ Recre-
ation Center. We thank you all for 
attending, and we thank the Western 
Pa. Button Box Club and the Frank 
Stanger Band for the great music.

The next big event at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center is National SNPJ 
Days, scheduled Sept. 3-5, over La-
bor Day weekend. A welcome dance 
will be held Friday, Sept. 3, in the 
Gostilna from 8 to 11 p.m. featuring 
the KTB Band. The Heritage Center 
will be open Saturday, Sept. 4, from 
1 to 5 p.m.; this is the final day the 
SNPJ Heritage Center will be open 

this season.
Hopefully the Sunday dance can 

be held outside at the Heritage Pavil-
ion from 1 to 7 p.m. with music by 
Klancnik & Friends alternating with 
the Joe Grkman Orchestra. Both days 
of music are sponsored by the SNPJ 
Heritage Center. See you there!

As a note to those who reside in the 
area of Johnstown, Pa., members of 
the SNPJ Heritage Center Committee 
will be attending the Slavic Festival 
in Johnstown on Saturday, Sept. 18, 
bringing our traveling museum and 
items from the gift shop for purchase. 
We’re looking forward to participat-
ing in this event.

SNPJ Heritage Center hosting National Days entertainment
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DAVID C. ELY, CPIA 
SNPJ Sales Director

SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
Your loyalty with SNPJ is now being rewarded! 

Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
and open your new SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

* No fees attached to either Loyalty Annuity
* Rates not guaranteed after the first year

* 2.0% guaranteed minimum
* IRAs/Roth IRA /non-qualified eligible

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

Loyalty 8 Annuity
8-year surrender period

3.25% first-year guarantee rate
for new money

2.75% in years two through eight
2.50% in year nine and after

3.75% first-year guarantee rate 
for conversions of existing 

SNPJ annuities

Loyalty 5 Annuity
5-year surrender period

2.75% first-year guarantee rate
for new money

2.50% in year two and after
3.25% first-year guarantee rate 

for conversions of existing 
SNPJ annuities

Slovenia officially
reopens Dublin embassy
DUBLIN, Ireland (STA) — Slovenian 
Foreign Minister Anže Logar and his 
Irish counterpart, Simon Coveney, 
attended a ceremony in mid-July to 
inaugurate the new premises of the Slo-
venian Embassy in Dub lin. Logar called 
the embassy’s reopening “an important 
milestone” in the efforts to further en-
hance political, economic and cultural 
ties between the two countries.

Slovenia closed its embassy in Ire-
land amid the financial crisis in 2012. 
After Brexit, Ireland is now seen as 
be ing increasingly important based on 
expectations that many businesses will 
move from the UK to Ireland. The idea 
that Slovenia should reopen its embassy 
had been gaining traction since 2017, 
and the embassy became operational 
last year.

During his visit to Ireland, Logar 
also met Coveney for what the Slovenian 
Foreign Ministry said was “a meet ing 
focused on the challenges of Slovenia’s 
EU presidency linked to the impact of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, and enhancing the 
EU’s resilience to crises and its economic 
recovery.” The pair also exchanged views 
on topical issues in Europe and elsewhere 
around the world.

The Irish Department of Foreign 
Affairs quoted Coveney as saying that 
Logar’s visit was “an important op-
portunity for us to reinforce the con-
nections between our two countries 
and to share perspectives as we discuss 
significant EU and international issues, 
including those which Ireland is cur-
rently addressing as a member of the 
UN Security Council.”

The release announced that Logar 
also met with Thomas Byrne, Ireland’s 
Minister of State for European Affairs.

In addition, Minister Logar addressed 
a virtual event organized by the Institute 
of International and European Affairs, a 
leading Irish think-tank for international 
affairs. In his address, he presented the 
challenges and goals of Slovenia’s EU 
presidency.

Slovenia, Croatia partner
for technology project
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Representa-
tives from the Slovenian and Croatian 
development banks and the European 
Investment Fund (EIF) signed an agree-
ment in Ljubljana in late July to establish 
a regional technol ogy transfer platform 
through which universities and public 
research institutions will be able to tap 
into EUR 40 million ($47.25 million) to 
launch and commercialize their develop-
ment projects.

The Central Eastern European 
Technology Transfer (CEETT) will be 
founded by the Slovenian-owned SID 
Bank; its Croatian counterpart, HBOR; 
and the EIF. “With [the funding], we will 
finance the research and develop ment 
of projects that will bring progress and 
make life easier,” SID Bank chairman 
Sibil Svilan said.

The EIF will chip-in EUR 20 million 
($23.6 million) to the fund, and the two 
development banks EUR 10 mil lion 
($11.8 million) each; funds that univer-
sities and public research institutions 
will be able to compete for with their 
respective projects. Projects in the start-
up phase, or those in need of financial 
backing to make it to market and survive 
their early years, will be eligible.

“While there are many good projects 
at the academic level in Slovenia, few are 
transferred into business or into an end 
product,” Svilan noted. “Since the future 
depends on innovation and research and 
development, such financing needs to 
be encouraged while securing adequate 
research ecosystems, and a change of 
thinking and action,” he added.

The CEETT platform will be man-
aged by a fund that will be selected 
via bidding, with one of the conditions 
being its capability to evaluate research 
projects. The funding will be available 
to Slovenian and Croatian proj ects in 
various fields. Should the need for fi-
nancing outstrip the supply, the partners 
will be able to upgrade the platform with 
additional payments.

“This platform is the first such form 
of cooperation between Slovenia and 
Croatia, and will be promoted by the 
EIF in other countries as an example of 
a best practice,” said EIF chief executive 
Alain Godard.

Over the next five years, the EIF 
expects more than 350 new patents and 
100 companies to emerge in Slovenia and 
Croatia based on intellectual property 
developed at a university or institute 
before being spun off. “The potential is 
great indeed,” Svilan said, adding that it 

was “important to help such companies 
survive all critical phases [of develop-
ment].”

Hospital tests sample 
deliveries by drone
TOPOLŠICA (STA) — The Topolšica 
Hospital and Pošta Slovenije, the Slo-
venian national postal com pany, jointly 
presented the possibility of delivering 
blood samples by drone in mid-July. Ac-
cording to hospital director Jurij Šorli, 
the hospital sees drone transportation as 
a safe and fast way to deliver samples for 
analysis and thus speed up treatment.

After conducting the first test flight 
with a drone in early June and success-
fully delivering a parcel to the Post-
man’s Lodge on the Vršič Pass, Pošta 
Slovenije is continuing its planned 
activities to develop drone delivery 
within the guidelines provided by the 
new EU legislation. The final stage of 
another test drone flight was car ried 
out at Topolšica Hospital on July 14 as 
part of a trial delivery of blood samples 
from the Nazarje Health Center to the 
Topolšica Hospital laboratory.

As the largest logistics company in the 
country, Pošta Slovenije representatives 
said that the company wanted to bring 
the entire field of drone technologies to 
a point where it will be able to commer-
cially carry out the most diverse types 
of deliveries in a safe, fast and reliable 
manner.

“Despite the legislative, organiza-
tional and technological challenges we 
will surely face along the way, we are 
determined to be among the first in the 
EU to prepare everything necessary for 
the use of drones under the new European 
legislation,” said Pošta Slovenije interim 
director general Tomaž Kokot.

Kokot also revealed that a consortium 
of several state-owned companies is 
currently being established; compa nies 
that are already using drone technology 
for their own needs and recognize the 
benefits of new delivery options.

The presentation was also attended 
by the Health Ministry State Secretary 
Franc Vindišar, who said that the project 
was proof of progress and modernization 
in the fields of logistics and transporta-
tion. “Equal accessibil ity for all parties 
in the healthcare system is difficult to 
achieve, given the geographical charac-
teristics of Slove nia. The distance from 
urban centers and the infrastructure 
sometimes pose a major problem. With 
the help of drones, we can bring the 
system closer to its users,” Vindišar said 
in his address.

Plečnik	landmarks	make
the World Heritage List
LJUBLJANA (STA) — As of late July, 
several Ljubljana landmarks designed 
by architect Jože Plečnik (1872-1957) 
– including the Triple Bridge, Congress 
Square and Žale Cemetery – have been 
included in the UNESCO World Heri-
tage List.

Slovenia submitted the bid in January 
2020 after an earlier joint bid with the 
Czech Republic was abandoned. All of 
Plečnik’s major works in Ljubljana are 
thus included in the World Heritage List, 
with the exception of Bežigrad Stadium 
which is currently in a state of disrepair.

The bid, titled “Ljubljana: The Time-
less, Human Capital Designed by Jože 
Plečnik,” covered the works that Slove-
nia’s most acclaimed architect completed 
during both world wars.

The decision to include Plečnik’s 
landmarks, made by the World Heritage 
Committee, was announced after the 
International Council on Monuments 
and Sites (ICOMOS) positively assessed 
Slovenia’s bid in June. ICOMOS recog-
nized Plečnik’s works in Ljubljana as 
an “exceptional example of urban space 
design in accordance with the architect’s 
deeply human vision that transformed a 
former provincial town into a symbolic 
national capital.”

According to ICOMOS, Plečnik’s 
approach is based on the reformist 
architectural movements of the early 
20th century that are currently under-
represented in the World Heritage List.

Špela Spanžel, a representative from 
the Ministry of Culture who headed the 
task force preparing the nomina tion, said 
the process that led to this recognition 
started gradually 10 years ago, initially 
as a reflection on the value of Plečnik’s 

designs.
“We believe that Plečnik’s Ljubljana 

illustrates in an exemplary way an 
approach to heritage that honors the 
achievements of the past and conceives 
the future tailored to the people; which 
means it very much reflects modern 
notions, such as quality architecture, 
and was designed to enhance the envi-
ronment, management, sus tainability, 
beauty and sense of space,” Spanžel said.

Slovenia’s bid was prepared by a group 
of experts in the protection, preservation 
and management of cultural heritage 
in cooperation with the owners and 
managers of the Plečnik landmarks. 
The process was led by the Ministry of 
Culture and coordinated by the Museum 
of Architecture and Design.

Prior to the acceptance of the Plečnik 
landmarks, Slovenia had four entries in 
the World Heritage List: the heritage of 
mercury in Idrija, the prehistoric pile 
dwellings around the Alps, the primeval 
beech forests, and the Škocjan Caves.

Prešeren portrait found 
in a Zagreb museum
ZAGREB, Croatia (STA) — A portrait 
of 19th-century Romantic poet France 
Prešeren completed by an unknown 
painter was discovered in a museum in 
Zagreb in mid-July. Dated in the mid-
19th century, the watercolor seems to 
be the most faithful image of the poet 
found to date. Experts believe Prešeren’s 
best-known portrait, painted by Franz 
Kurz zum Thurn und Goldenstein, was 
a copy of this watercolor.

The small watercolor, measuring 
8.2 x 7 centimeters (3.25" x 2.75"), was 
discovered by chance by art historian 
Ferdinand Šerbelj at the Zagreb Museum 
of Arts & Crafts as he was going through 
paintings online to system atically ana-
lyze them, according to a report in the 
Družina newspaper.

The painting, a miniature titled “Por-
trait of a Blond-Haired Man,” is part of 
the museum’s art collection which is 
the second-largest in Croatia, boasting 
several thousand items.

Šerbelj, who has consulted other ex-
perts, is convinced that the painting is a 
faithful portrait of the poet. “It matches 
the descriptions left behind by the poet’s 
sister: that he had grey eyes, light-colored 
hair...”. It is clear from the image that 
Goldenstein’s portrait of Prešeren, the 
first and only portrait of the poet, which 
he painted after the poet’s death, is a copy 
of this watercolor, Šerbelj explained.

Goldenstein (1807-1878) painted the 
famous portrait a year after Prešeren’s 
death. Born in present-day Austria, 
Goldenstein lived in Ljubljana between 
1835 and 1867.

“The fact is that Goldenstein and 
Prešeren had known each other, but it 
is also a fact that they did not see each 
other after the poet moved to Kranj. So 
Goldenstein painted him from memory, 
the memory of the poet’s most beautiful 
and most creative years in Ljubljana,” 
Šerbelj said.

Post-war ski race the 
subject of a u.S. film
BOVEC (STA) — On July 3, 1945, the 
10th Mountain Division of the U.S. Army 
organized a ski race on Mt. Mangart in 
Slovenia. The event would have been but 
a footnote in history books were it not 
for a Slove nian officer and an American 
filmmaker who has turned the story into 
a documentary film.

“Mission to Mt. Mangart – An Untold 
10th Mountain Division Story of World 
War II” is the first solo docu mentary film 
project from professional skier, film-
maker and screenwriter Chris Anthony.

Anthony inadvertently discovered 
the story years ago with the help of 
retired Slovenian Brigadier General 
Janez Kavar. Fascinated by the story, 
Anthony initially planned to make a short 
10-minute film, but as he dug into the 
archives he discovered additional mate-
rial and pieced together a longer feature. 
The result is an hour-long film that tells 
the story of the journey accomplished 
by the 10th Mountain Division, how it 
arrived in the area, and how the soldiers 
decided to organize the race.

The film is scheduled to premiere 
in Colorado on Veterans Day, Nov. 11. 
It was originally scheduled for a world 
premiere in Bovec in June 2020, but the 
Coronavirus pandemic forced a change 
of plans. An event to mark the first 
public screening will also be organized 
in Slovenia.

The articles comprising this feature have 
been reprinted with permission from the 
Slovenian Press Agency (STA).

Your estate is all the property you own. Your estate 
may be large, or it may be small. Life insurance 
can make a small estate large, or it can be used to 

protect a large estate. When considering life insurance for 
your estate plan, it is important that you have choices and 
understand the benefits of each type of coverage and how 
each play into your estate planning goals.

Many people have at least a small life insurance policy 
through work or for burial and final expenses. However, 
most individuals fail to maximize their estate using life 
insurance. In my opinion, life insurance and estate plan-
ning should be synonymous.

When it comes to using life insurance for estate planning, 
there are various strategies available using cash value life 
insurance that can be used to increase the value of your 
estate and avoid taxes. 

Who or what you choose as your life insurance benefi-
ciary can have a huge impact on how your estate is taxed 
or on the fees your estate must pay upon your death. The 
easiest way to include life insurance in your estate plan is 
to name your spouse as the primary beneficiary and the 
trustee of your family trust as the contingent beneficiary 
of the life insurance proceeds.

Another more in-depth way to include life insurance in 
your estate plan is via an Irrevocable Life Insurance Trust 
(ILIT). You may want to consider an ILIT if the total assets 
in your estate will exceed the current exemption amount.

How much life insurance someone needs will be vastly 
different from one person to another. Some factors to 
consider are:

•	 Do	you	own	a	business?	How	much	cash	would	be	
needed to buy out your business partner?

•	Will	you	owe	estate	taxes?	How	much	life	insurance	
is needed to pay off estate taxes?

•	 Do	you	have	a	mortgage?	How	much	cash	is	required	
to pay off your mortgage?

•	 Do	you	have	young	children?	How	much	cash	would	
be needed to provide for their schooling, now and 
throughout their lifetime?

•	 Are	you	the	primary	bread	winner?	How	much	cash	
would be needed to replace your income so that your 
wife and/or kids will be taken care of for 5-10 years?

Other factors that will influence the right answer to this 
question for you is how much liquidity you have. Do you 
have cash on hand, or will your family be required to dip 
into a 401K, stock, or mutual fund portfolio, or sell real 
property? How you answer all these questions will give 
you a good idea of how much life insurance for estate 
planning you need. 

One of the most important advantages of including life 
insurance in an estate plan is that it creates an immediate 
estate. You don’t have to wait for a trust to settle or for 
probate to close. The funds from the policy are available 
right away (typically, all that the life insurance company 
requires is the death certificate). The proceeds are then 
used to protect your current estate by providing immediate 
cash, paying for administration and settlement of a trust 
or probate, burial, and taxes.

Another huge benefit of life insurance for estate planning 
is that it typically will not be subject to an estate tax or a 
death tax. One way to avoid paying taxes for those with a 
state death tax or with an estate valued over the federal 
exemption limit is to fund an Irrevocable Life Insurance 
Trust (ILIT). The advantage of life insurance purchased 
through an Irrevocable Life Insurance Trust is that the death 
benefit typically won’t be subject to estate tax. 

using life insurance for estate planning can also pro-
vide for protection in retirement. Although it appears to 
be popular nowadays to bash permanent life insurance, 
permanent life insurance can add a significant resource in 
retirement. The cash value in the policy can be borrowed 
against and used for tax-free retirement income.

You should revisit your estate plan, including your life 
insurance policy, whenever a major life event occurs, such 
as the birth of a child, death of a beneficiary, or a divorce. 
You should also review the terms of your trust if you have 
moved from one state to another. Estate planning rules 
vary from state to state, so it is prudent to have an attorney 
look over your estate planning documents 
if you moved from the state in which you 
originally had your documents prepared.

If you would like to speak with an SNPJ 
agent about how life insurance can play 
a role in your estate plan, call the SNPJ 
Home Office today at 1-800-843-7675.

Life insurance and 
estate planning
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PRoSVEtA Crossword
Labor Day (#0921) by StatePoint Media

ACRoSS
1. Delivery org.
5. *u.N. workers’ grp.
8. Pressure unit
11. Prune, previously
12. Congregation’s echo
13. Lusitania’s destroyer
15. Samoan money
16. Enthusiastic review
17. Police informers
18. *More than 40 hours
20. First Nation nation
21. Not these
22. Paper or plastic?
23. Lads’ girlfriends
26. Meal
29. Morsel
30. *Labor Day, always
33. International Civil 
 Aviation Org.
35. She turned to stone, 
 Greek mythology
37. Quaker grain
38. Same as gnarls
39. Toothy wheel
40. Capital of Canada
42. Homer Simpson 
 exclamation
43. Russia’s plain
45. Zoroastrian archives
47. Simon & Garfunkel
 member

48. Sheik’s bevy
50. Goes with sushi
52. *Part of labor force
56. Jewish folklore creature
57. European sea eagle
58. Millimeter of mercury
59. Impolite dinner sound
60. “Dark” movie
61. Armor chest plate
62. Cupid’s action
63. Type of evidence
64. “By ____ of” or 
 “by means of”

dowN
1. “____ ____ no good”
2. Bohemian, e.g.
3. Whimper
4. “That ____!” and hurts
5. Mosque officials
6. Don McLean: “Drove my 
 Chevy to the ____”
7. Comes before first 
 Mississippi
8. Minute opening
9. “For Pete’s ____!”
10. Belonging to it
12. Not aria nor recitative
13. Open a beer bottle

14. *union responsibility
19. *Labor Day is this 
  puzzle’s ____
22. Beyoncé, a.k.a. Queen ____
23. *Like Labor Day weekend
24. Ovine sign of the zodiac
25. Type of weasel
26. “Pro” follower
27. Oodles
28. Fortune-teller’s card
31. Sol, or la, or ti
32. Digital audiotape, acr.
34. *Health and safety org.
36. *Strike____
38. Courtroom silencer
40. Choose
41. One who bends out of shape
44. Groom one’s feathers
46. used an emoji, technically
48. Long-necked wader
49. Embryo sacs
50. One-pilot flight, pl.
51. Reunion attendee
53. Jellystone Park denizen
54. Joanie of “Happy Days”
55. At a previous time, archaic
56. Geological Society 
 of America
57. *unofficial ____ of summer

the solution to puzzle #0921 will 
run in the oct. 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media

by EVELYN DIMPFL
Lodge 749 Secretary

JOHNSTOWN, Pa. — The 
summer nears its end as we’re 
now in the month of Septem-
ber, and it makes you wonder 
where the time has gone and 
what did we do with those 
summer days?

Well, most of all, many 
heartfelt wishes and congratu-
lations to Jason Edsall and 
Samantha on their beautiful 
wedding on June 12. Sammie 
was a radiant bride, and Jason 
looked quite handsome as they 
exchanged their vows. Their 
reception was held at the War 
Memorial Arena (1st Summit 
Arena) in Johnstown, and you 
would never have known that 
it was an arena since it was 
decorated  so beautifully. Best 
wishes to the newlyweds!

Lodge 749 also welcomes 

little Miss Jocelyn Vasilko, 
the daughter of J.J. and Sara 
Vasilko. Jocelyn makes num-
ber five of the great-grandchil-
dren of Joe and Joanne Vasilko 
and Dick and Anita Brodt to 
become an SNPJ member. Her 
proud SNPJ grandparents are 
Jim and Cathy Vasilko.

With new members coming 
into the Society, we say our 
farewells to those who have 
passed on. So far this year, our 
Lodge has lost four members. 

Our condolences are sent 
to the family of David Horvay. 
Robert J. Pavlovich recently 
passed away, and sympathies 
are sent to Nicole L. Pavlov-
ich and Melissa A. Harris, 
and their families. Genevieve 
Klepack passed away after a 
lengthy illness. She is survived 
by her son, Bruce Klepack, and 
her daughter, Barbara. Our 

sincere sympathies to you all.
Most recently we lost a 

member and good friend.  Ron-
ald Heinlein died on July 23 
in Frederick, Md. Ron and his 
late wife Shelly were longtime 
participants in SNPJ Senior 
Week at the Recreation Center, 
and Ron was in charge of the 
firewood allotment for the 
week. He is surely missed by 
his children, Mary (Jeff) Cook, 
Tim (Amy), Ronna (Doug) 
Long and Kathleen (Erik) 
Dudash; and grandchildren 
Dylan, Jacob, Noah, Alyson, 
Spencer, Ethan and Isaac.  
Sincere sympathies to all.

Lodge member Julie Wag-
ner is greatly involved in the 
Johnstown Slavic Fest which 
will be held this year on Sept. 
17-18 at the Discovery Center.  
Always a fun time! Once again, 
representatives from the SNPJ 

Heritage Center will be there 
with their traveling museum 
and items for sale. Come on 
down and join in the fun, and 
enjoy the music, food and en-
tertainment.

I just returned from Family 
Week at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center, and I have to say that it 
has been at least 40 years since 
I last attended Family Week, 
when my children were young. 
I was a bit hesitant; when we 
arrived, I only knew one other 
person there, Marty Kumer. 
But it all turned out great as 
he and his family welcomed 
Bob and me and made us feel 
part of them.

Because 2020 was a year 
of nothing happening, it was 
decided that the group would 
celebrate New Year’s Eve, 
have a Valentine’s Day dance, 
and celebrate Christmas and 

Thanksgiving. Everyone was 
encouraged to wear red for 
the Valentine’s Day event, and 
for Christmas to decorate your 
cabin to see who would win the 
Griswold Trophy. Quite a few 
cabins participated, and guess 
who won? Cabin 16 – that’s us! 

Ann Marie (from Cleve-
land, I believe) was gracious 
enough to organize the events 
for the week, and she did a great 
job. The meals were excellently 
prepared by David Jones and 
his staff, and it’s always good 
to chat with David. He really 
wants the Johnstown people to 
come on back.

And by the way, congratula-
tions to Dave for being hired 
as the new SNPJ Recreation 
Center director. His hiring 
was announced on Thursday 
morning of Family Week to 
everyone’s delight. I’m sure he 

will make a great director. It’s 
a big job, but he can handle it.

I would like to note the 
names of Lodge 749 members 
who are attaining either 50, 
60 or 70 years of member-
ship in the SNPJ this year: 50 
years – Alexandria Marguccio, 
Mary Jane Zupan, Kathleen E. 
Barry, Garry C. James, John 
W. Urbas, Morris W. Severn, 
Karen M. Berkey, Susan J. 
Langerholc, Diana Kowal, 
Leona Jenkins, Linda A. Bor-
rello, David Beltz, Christine 
Mihelcic Sadlon and William 
Shikalla; 60 years – Rose M. 
Gojmerac,  Mary Lou Walker 
and Frank Howrylak; and 70 
years – Faye Lear, Thomas 
L. Klancer and Mary Jane 
Dougherty.

Congratulations to you all, 
and thank you for your loyalty 
to the SNPJ!

Summer activity quickly winding down for Johnstown Lodge 749 members

by KEN KLADNIK
Lodge 371 President

CLE ELUM, Wash. — SNPJ 
Lodge 371 member Bro. Bob 
Rossi of Salem, Ore., will pres-
ent a talk on Slovenian coal 
miners and their social history. 
The presentation will be held 
at 1 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 
2, at the Ronald Community 
Club, 260 3rd St. in Ronald, 
Wash. Admission is free and 
the presentation is open to the 
public. Refreshments will be 
provided.

Bob has been conducting 
research for the past 38 years, 
specifically on various coal 
mining communities. His 

research has uncovered con-
siderable information related 
to immigrant Slovenian coal 
miners and the chartering of 
SNPJ Lodges in the coal min-
ing communities.

Much of his research has 
focused on coal field cultures 
and communal life; in particu-
lar, how Slovenians organized 
themselves and went on strike 
so that labor laws were changed 
and better working conditions 
were implemented.

For more information, 
contact SNPJ Lodge 371 Presi-
dent Ken Kladnik by e-mail 
to kladatc@gmail.com or by 
phoning (509) 929-0896.

SNPJ Lodge 371 hosts 
presentation on coal 
mining communities

by PATTI EVANISH
Lodge 715 Secretary

UNIVERSAL, Pa. — We 
are happy to announce that 
the Comets Lodge Annual 
Luncheon will take place on 
Saturday, Oct. 16, from noon 
until 2 p.m. at Palmieri’s Res-
taurant, 951 Old Frankstown 
Rd., Plum, PA 15239.  

We will be honoring Com-
ets Lodge members who have 
reached 50, 60, 70 and 80 years 
with SNPJ over the past two 
years. Those members will 
receive a special invitation 
through the mail in September, 

but any member is welcome to 
attend this wonderful event.

If you’d like to attend, the 
cost for the luncheon is $25 per 
person; make checks payable 
to Comets Lodge 715. Please 
RSVP by Oct. 8 to Patti Evan-
ish, 522 Highland Ave. N., 
Oakdale, PA 15071. 

If you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact 
me at (412) 443-8825 or by 
e-mail to pattievanish2017@
gmail.com.

We look forward to seeing 
everyone as we honor our long-
time members!

Comets Lodge 715 sets 
Oct. annual lunch date

SNPJ Lodge 138 member Garrett Tatano takes the 
Polka Hall of Fame “Polka Star of Tomorrow” title

by JOE VALENCIC (5)
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame

CLEVELAND — Accordionist Gar-
rett Tatano of Canonsburg, Pa., a mem-
ber of SNPJ Lodge 138 in Strabane, 
Pa., was voted Polka Star of Tomorrow 
at a musical competition hosted by the 
National Cleveland-Style Polka Hall 
of Fame on July 18. 

Some 300 polka music fans cast 
their ballots for four entertainers 
who competed at the SNPJ Farm 
in Kirtland, Ohio, near Cleveland. 
Tatano received a plaque and will be 
featured at the 57th Annual Thanks-
giving Polka Weekend sponsored by 
the Polka Hall of Fame.

Tatano competed as the lead accor-
dionist with his own orchestra, which 

including Vincent Filipelli, Anthony 
Popovski, Logan Watson and Phil 
Yan III. Tatano also performs with 
Jack Tady’s Pittsburgh-based band.

The three other musicians in the 
competition were Joshua Kay and T.J. 
Likovic, both Cleveland accordion-
ists, and drummer R.J. Zolka from 
Youngstown, Ohio. The four polka 
contenders are under the age of 25, and 
all four will perform with their bands 
on the main stage during the Thanks-
giving Polka Weekend, scheduled 
Friday through Sunday, Nov. 26-28, 
at the Holiday Inn Cleveland South.

For more information on Polka 
Hall of Fame events, visit the website 
www.PolkaFame.com or phone (216) 
621- FAME.

SNPJ Lodge 138 member GARREtt tAtANo 
won the title of “Polka Star of Tomorrow” at an 
event hosted by the National Cleveland-Style 
Polka Hall of Fame on July 18.

by MARCIA KLANCER BLEGGI
Lodge 581 Secretary/Treasurer

ST. MARYS, Pa. — The 
members of SNPJ Lodge 581 
are planning to help at the 
St. Marys Historical Society 
military display on Sept. 18.  

Two floors of displays at 
the Historical Society rooms 
on Erie Ave. in St. Marys will 
include uniforms and other 

memorabilia from service 
members in the St. Marys 
area from the Civil War era 
through Desert Storm and 
Afghanistan. Lodge members 
will assist with the set-up and 
by registering attendees on the 
days of the display.

Because this volunteering 
conflicts with the regularly 
scheduled Lodge 581 meeting, 

the meeting will be postponed 
and rescheduled. The meeting  
will now be held Sept. 26 at the 
Ridgway Eagles in Ridgway, 
Pa., beginning at 12:30 p.m. 
A Slovenian Polka Boosters 
dance with music by Polka 
Classics from Pittsburgh will 
follow the meeting.

The North Central Penn-
sylvania Slovenian Polka 

Boosters are also planning 
polka dances on Sept. 19 and 
Oct. 10 at Wildwoods in St. 
Marys.

St. Marys Lodge 581 con-
tinues to post on Facebook. 
For more information about 
SNPJ Lodge 581, contact 
Marcia Klancer Bleggi at (814) 
335-4983 or e-mail marcia.
and.don@gmail.com.

SNPJ Lodge 581 lends a hand to military exhibit

SNPJ Scholarship Fund donations
for the month of July 2021
Frank J. Markelc (584), Milwaukee ............. $100
In memory of Connie Vidmar, Shirley Vidmar
and Stan Vidmar

Rural Electric Convenience Cooperative Co.,
Auburn, Ill. ............................................... $78.85
Michael J. Fleishhacker (8), Chicago ........... $35

Pauline E. Barbish (53), Willowick, Ohio ...... $25
In memory of Lodge 53 Secretary 
Martha Meglich
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The teleconference meeting was called to 
order at 1:45 p.m. by Chairman Clifford with 
Brothers Anderson, Hervol, Evanish and 
Lawrence in attendance.
A motion was made by Bro. Hervol, seconded 
by Bro. Anderson, to approve the minutes of 
the Nov. 15, 2020, meeting. Motion approved.
A motion was made by Bro. Anderson, 
seconded by Bro. Hervol, to approve the sec-
retary’s (National Treasurer’s) report of bond 
purchases and disposals for the fourth quarter 
2020. Motion approved.

Reviewed the portfolio and transactions for 
the period.
Joined by phone conference at 2 p.m. with 
Wellington Management Company representa-
tives Courtney Madden, Liz Kleinerman and 
Abigail Clare.
Discussion and questions on capital markets 
review by Liz Kleinerman.
The committee reviewed portfolio performance, 
outlook and strategy, and compliance issues.
Discussion on the annuity reinsurance transac-
tion and sell program executed by Wellington 

to fund the transaction.
The committee thanked the Wellington repre-
sentatives for the presentation and ended the 
phone conference at 2:45 p.m.
Discussion on the Fontana Lodge 723 property.
The next meeting will be held at a date to be 
determined.
Motion to adjourn at 3:05 p.m. by Bro. Hervol, 
second by Bro. Anderson. Motion approved.

minutes of the Finance Committee meeting
Teleconference meeting held Feb. 9, 2021

RoGER C. CLIFFoRd
Chairman

RobERt J. LAwRENCE
Secretary

S N P J   F r a t e r n a l

Members celebrating 50, 60, 70 and 80 years with the Slovene National Benefit Society

Sis. doLoRES dePIEtRo
CONTINuES NEXT COLuMN

Sis. CARoL PEHRSoN
CONTINuES NEXT COLuMN

Sis. doLoRES dePIEtRo
CONTINuES NEXT COLuMN

Sis. mARCY GALbREAtH
CONTINuES NEXT COLuMN

Sis. doLoRES dePIEtRo
FROM PREVIOuS COLuMN

Sis. CARoL PEHRSoN
FROM PREVIOuS COLuMN

Sis. mARCY GALbREAtH
FROM PREVIOuS COLuMN

Sis. doLoRES dePIEtRo
FROM PREVIOuS COLuMN

Sis. DOLORES J. DePIETRO (153)Sis. CAROL L. PEHRSON (604)

Sis. MARCY L. GALBREATH (603)

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

Of the 2,000 life insurance companies and 
fraternal benefit societies operating in the 
United States, fewer than 100 have been in 

existence as long as the SNPJ. As a not-for-profit 
fraternal benefit society, we have successfully pro-
vided life insurance to our members since 1904, along 
with a full package of social, athletic and cultural 
programs, scholarships, community service projects, 
and much more. SNPJ also offers annuities that can 
be used for IRAs and Roth IRAs.

Our more than 115 years of longevity and success 
have been made possible by the loyalty and dedica-
tion of our members. The SNPJ’s engine may have 
been built and its direction set by its founders and 
subsequent leaders, but its path has been traveled, 
cleared and paved by our dedicated members.

As a way to show respect and appreciation to 
our longtime and loyal members, we recognize 

membership milestones with a custom gift. The 
years of membership are counted in terms of adult 
membership years, not including youth enrollment 
years. These milestones of recognition include 50, 
60, 70 and 80 years of adult membership.

We ask our Fraternal Honorees, once they have 
received their awards from the Society, to submit a 
short report on their past and present lifestyle, includ-
ing their Lodge affiliation, hobbies and any other 
information that might be of interest to our readers.

In acknowledging these dedicated members, it is 
our privilege to show respect for these honorees by 
offering our thanks and appreciation for the loyalty 
they have shown the SNPJ for so many years. In this 
small way, through our official SNPJ publication, we 
can etch their names even deeper into the archives 
of the Slovene National Benefit Society.

On behalf of the entire membership, we extend 
our congratulations to those members reaching these 
anniversary milestones. 

•	Yukon,	 Pa.,	 Lodge	 729	 mem-
ber Sis. JUdItH C. PALICKA
celebrated her 60-year SNPJ 
membership in July. In a note of 
appreciation, she writes:

“As a member of Lodge 729 in 
Yukon, Pa., I thank you for recog-
nizing me in the July 2021 issue 
of PROSVETA.

“My 60 years of membership 
began in the Arona, Pa., Lodge, 
and when it closed my member-
ship was transferred to Yukon.

“I will enjoy the pen that you 
sent me while I write this note.”

Sis. JUdItH C. PALICKA
Yukon, Pa., Lodge 729

New Stanton, PA

•	Sis.	CARoL L. PEHRSoN, a 
member of Cleveland Lodge 604, 
was recognized as a 50-year 
SNPJ member in August. She 
writes: 

“Thank you for sending the 
50-year	 pin	 and	 certificate	 of	
recognition!

“I currently live in the mountains 
of Colorado with my husband 
and am retired from a career in 
education.

“I remember, as a little girl, 
helping my mom, Vera Prather 
(Lodge 604) with all her treasurer’s 
duties. My grandpa, Frank Pucel, 
a past president, was very active 
in SNPJ, and we always looked 
forward to the summer picnic at 

the SNPJ Farm with the whole 
family.”

Sis. CARoL (Prather) PEHRSoN
Cleveland Lodge 604

Morrison, CO

•	Youngstown,	Ohio,	 Lodge	 153	
member Sis. doLoRES J. 
(Zlogar) dePIEtRo celebrated 
her 70-year SNPJ membership 
in January 2020. In a note of ap-
preciation, she writes:

“Thank you so much for the 
70th anniversary blanket and all 
the wonderful memories. I am a 
proud Slovenian and member of 
SNPJ Lodge 153 in Youngstown. 
My father, Joseph Anton Zlogar, 
served as treasurer for many 
years after emigrating from Slove-
nia. I remember my mother, Mary 
M. Glavic Zlogar, was always in 
the kitchen cooking and serving 
baked goods with the other ladies 
for Lodge events.

“I was thrilled to follow in their 
footsteps and served my fraternal 
Brothers	and	Sisters	as	an	officer	
in Lodge 153, played the piano for 
so many Christmas gatherings, 
and served as Assistant Circle 
Director, then as Circle Director, 
for our Youth Circle 93.

“Over my 70-plus years of 
membership, I watched my 

children, grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews, and great-nieces and 
nephews experience the Christ-
mas parties, Lodge picnics, and 
Family Weeks and Slovenefests at 
the SNPJ Campsite in the Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa.

“I heard button box music 
since I was a little girl as my 
‘uncle,’ Frank Mohar, played. My 
parents, and uncle Frank and 
Aunt Mary, always had music and 
sang Slovenian songs when we 
got together. Music was always 
important in my life. 

“I am beyond thankful that 
through all the activities with my 
Slovenian Brothers and Sisters 
that I met Tony Klepec, who 
played a button box. Tony started 
a singing group, Veseli Slovenci, 
which I joined. We performed in 
Pittsburgh and Cleveland, among 
other locales. Tony said he was 
going to order three button boxes. 
I said, ‘Order me one.’ He replied, 
“You have to go over and pick it 
up.” I said, ‘Okay.’

“So I, along with my daughter 
Dee-Dee; my dear friend, Mina 
Pugel; and her mother, Antonia 
‘Tončka’	 Ezzo;	 went	 to	 Slove-
nia in 1976 where, and when, I 
picked up my very first button 
box. While in Slovenia we trav-
eled from Ljubljana to Lake Bled, 
seeing the sites and picking up 

souvenirs along the way – glass 
from Rogaška Slatina, carved wall 
hanging from Novo Mesto, aprons 
from the markets in Ljubljana... it 
was the trip of my lifetime! I felt a 
special connection to Slovenia.   
We were there three weeks.

“One of the things you have to 
do in our family is learn how to 
polka. My son-in-law, Shawn Ans-
bro, had to learn before he married 
my daughter Dee-Dee. Now that 
I am a great-grandmother (as of 
March 26), I hope to bring the love 
of Slovenian music to my great-
granddaughter, Evelyn.”

Sis. doLoRES J. dePIEtRo
Youngstown, Ohio, Lodge 153

Pataskala, OH

•	Sis.	mARCY L. GALbREAtH, 
a member of Lodge 603 in Sam-
sula, Fla., was recognized as a 
50-year SNPJ member in June.

Marcy grew up in the farming 
community of Samsula, home 
to SNPJ Lodge 603. She is the 
daughter of Elsie Galbreath, a for-
mer longtime Lodge hall manager, 
and Westall Galbreath. Christine 
and Martin Jontes, her maternal 
grandparents, were early settlers 
in Samsula, migrating from Bos-
ton, Pa., in 1926.

She was very active in the 
Lodge in her early years, serv-
ing as an officer in Youth Circle 
57 and participating in the many 
Lodge activities. When she was 
older, she helped her mother dur-
ing the heyday of the Lodge 603 
polka fests.

Marcy sang and played bass 
with various country and polka 
bands in the Central Florida area 
from the late 1970s through the 
1990s. She returned to college, 
graduating with a BA from Flagler 
College in 1983.

After working in sales and mar-
keting for 15 years she returned to 
college to earn her MA and PhD 
from the university of Central 

Florida, where she is currently an 
Associate Lecturer in the Depart-
ment of Writing and Rhetoric. As 
part of her graduate work, she 
created a website, samsulahis-
tory.net, to begin a chronicle of 
the farming history of Samsula. 

Marcy still lives in Samsula, en-
joying her small flock of chickens, 
and the native flora and fauna of 
her Florida home.

Sis. mARCY L. GALbREAtH
Samsula, Fla., Lodge 603
New Smyrna Beach, FL

If you would like to share 
your 50-, 60-, 70-, or 80-year 
biography with PROSVETA, 
be sure to address your 
material to SNPJ National 
President Joseph C. Evanish 
at 247 West Allegheny Rd., 
Imperial, PA 15126

celebrating
your SNPJ 
membership 
anniversary?

by EVELYN DIMPFL (749)
Conemaugh Federation Secretary

JOHNSTOWN, Pa. — The 
Conemaugh Valley Federation 
held its most recent meeting 
on July 15 at the home of John 
and Marcella Micko.

After all of the regular 
business was taken care of, the 
subject of our annual dinners 
to honor members who had 
attained either 50, 60, 70 or 
80 years of SNPJ membership 
was discussed. 

This event has been held 
every year since 1979, with the 
exception of 2020 due to the 
Coronavirus. The early years 
had large turnouts; sometimes 
as many as 400 people would 
attend. We always had a good 

polka band to play for dancing, 
and many attendees from the 
Pittsburgh or Cleveland areas.  
It was always a great time.

We would also host the 
current Miss SNPJ along with 
a guest speaker, usually one 
of the SNPJ executives who 
would always deliver a wonder-
ful message. But times have 
changed, and as much as we 
don’t like it, we have to adjust.

Several years ago it was 
decided to no longer hire an 
orchestra, but instead hold a 
very nice dinner for the honor-
ees and other guests. But even 
with the changes, the Federa-
tion still wasn’t breaking even.  

So, reluctantly, it was de-
cided and voted to no longer 

hold the event. Unfortunately, 
those 40 years of dinners, 
dancing and wonderful times 
have sadly come to an end.

To all honored members, 
we congratulate you and thank 
you for being loyal SNPJ mem-
bers for those many years.  

Congratulations are ex-
tended to Ken Zakraysek, the 
former SNPJ Region 1 Vice 
President and secretary of 
SNPJ Lodge 174, as well as 
treasurer of the Conemaugh 
Valley Federation, who has 
now been elected to the SNPJ 
National Board Audit Com-
mittee due to the passing of 
Stan Repos earlier this year.  
Ken is certainly well suited 
to this position and will be a 

great asset.
Lodge 749 member Ju-

lie Wagner is a committee 
member for the Slavic Fest 
held for several years now in 
Johnstown, and she updated 
the Federation delegates on 
plans for this event.

Slavic Fest will be held 
Sept. 17-18 at the Discovery 
Center in Johnstown. Repre-
sentatives from the SNPJ Heri-
tage Center at the Recreation 
Center will be there with the 
traveling museum and items 
available for purchase.

We’re all looking forward 
to this event, and hope to enjoy 
the delicious foods, beverages 
and music highlighting our 
Slavic background.

Conemaugh Federation dinners come to a close

Looking for information on your 
SNPJ life insurance and annuity 
policies? Pay a visit to snpj.org, 
click the “PolicyView Login” 
link, then follow the step-by-step 
instructions.

at your fingertips
information

the SNPJ Farm
2021 Picnic Schedule

Sept. 6 Val Pawlowski’s Labor day dance  noon to 7
  Eddie Rodick and Frank Stanger bands
Sept. 15 Polka Hall of Fame Annual  noon to 9
  Slovenian Sausage Festival
Sept. 19 wojtila band: 50+ Years  3 to 7
  Performers TBA
Sept. 26 Slovenian Grape Festival  2:45 to 7
  Joey Tomsick Orchestra

Oct. 10 SNPJ Farm Polka brunch  TBA
  Kathy Hlad & Patty Candela

Nov. 6 SNPJ Farm board Halloween Party TBA
  Performers TBA

unless indicated otherwise, the gates open at 1 p.m. 
rain or shine. Sunday dinners served starting at 2 p.m.; 
Sunday music and dancing 3 to 7 p.m. Sunday picnic 
admission is $8 per person, cash only. Rent the SNPJ 
Farm for your special occasions. For additional information 
and schedule updates visit www.snpjfarmkirtland.com.

SNPJ Farm, 10946 Heath Road, Kirtland, ohio
off	Chardon	Road	(Route	6),	2.9	miles	east	of	Route	306
For information phone (440) 256-3423
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SNPJ fraternal sympathies
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Bro. John M. Piatnick
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the May 19, 2021, pass-
ing of Bro. John Michael Piat-
nick, 58, of Canonsburg, Pa., 
in Heritage Valley Hospital, 
Beaver, Pa. 

Bro. Piatnick was born Dec. 
23, 1962, in Washington, Pa., 
a son of the late William A. 
and Josephine Mikec Piatnick. 
A graduate of Immaculate 
Conception High School, he 
worked at the Giant Eagle 
in McMurray, Pa., and most 
recently in the warehouse at 
CurranTaylor, Inc.

In addition to 40 years of 
SNPJ Lodge 138 member-
ship, he was also a member 
of St. Patrick Church of St. 
Oscar Romero Parish in Can-
onsburg. He enjoyed boating, 
motorcycles, and hunting for 
bargains online.

Left behind to cherish his 
memory is the love of his life of 
32 years, Shelley Wise, of Can-
onsburg; and his sister, Becky 
(Carl) Bruno of Houston, Pa.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Bro. Piat-
nick on May 22 in St. Patrick 
Church, Canonsburg. Inter-
ment followed in St. Patrick 
Cemetery.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Piatnick’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Valerie Mink
• Lodge 106 •

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 106 sadly 
report the June 12, 2021, pass-
ing of Sis. Valerie Diane Mink, 
73, of Imperial at Montefiore 
Hospital, Pittsburgh.

Sis. Mink was born April 
4, 1948, in Canonsburg, Pa., 
a daughter of the late Andrew 
and Margaret (Pierrard) Shotis.

A graduate of Fort Cherry 
High School, she worked as a 
housekeeper at John J. Kane 
Regional Center, both at Scott 
Twp. and at Ross, for 34 years 
before retiring in 2011.

She enjoyed shopping, 
dancing, bowling, tending her 
house plants, and socializing. 
She loved her cats, Linus and 
Lucy.

Surviving are two daugh-
ters, Tammy (Terry) Bain of 
Oakdale, Pa., and Tina John-
son of Imperial; a son, James 
Johnson of McDonald, Pa.; a 
sister, Rose O’Neil of Muse, 
Pa.; five grandchildren; and 
four great-grandchildren.

KAREN A. PINtAR
National Secretary/COO

dEAtHS REPoRtEd
For the month of July 2021
   dAtE oF
LodGE NAmE dEAtH CItY, StAtE
 A01 Harry Lubanski 03-11-2020 Fountain Valley, Calif.
 A01 Katherine Klemm 05-16-2021 Plantation, Fla.
 1 John Mihelich 05-13-2021 Hinsdale, Ill.
 2 John R. Slatner 06-25-2021 Salem, Wis.
 2 Virginia J. Pace 12-24-2020 Culpeper, Va.
 6 Dolores M. Usnick 05-19-2021 Poulsbo, Wash.
 34 B. Janet Feltner 01-22-2021 Thorntown, Ind.
 41 Christopher Savidge 05-05-2021 Broadway, N.C.
 106 John E. Toucher 06-15-2021 Coraopolis, Pa.
 106 William D. Heck 04-15-2021 Imperial, Pa.
 106 Valerie Mink 06-12-2021 Imperial, Pa.
 107 Edward Jesenick 06-21-2021 Mascoutah, Ill.
 138 A. Bryan Gasper 05-26-2021 Strabane, Pa.
 138 Frances M. Gall 05-07-2021 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 138 Ann M. Chico 04-06-2021 Morgantown, W.Va.
 142 David A. Ferrante 03-21-2020 Wellington, Fla.
 223 John P. Gulisek Sr. 10-29-2020 Mount Pleasant, Pa.
 225 Danny M. Rogel 06-30-2021 Arma, Kan.
 254 Donald W. Pavina Jr. 06-27-2021 Johnstown, Pa.
 274 David H. Mehall 06-21-2021 Davenport, Fla.
 518 Patricia A. Wiater 04-30-2021 South Lyon, Mich.
 576 Mary A. Kompara 07-15-2021 Massillon, Ohio
 581 Anthony F. Wallace 07-11-2021 Kane, Pa.
 584 Stanley A. Vidmar 06-11-2021 Oak Creek, Wis.
 603 Margaret T. Hughes 06-18-2021 New Smyrna Beach, Fla.
 604 Richard L. Miklavic 03-28-2021 Mentor, Ohio
 604 Mary T. Bourque 06-08-2021 Strongsville, Ohio
 643 Frank A. Novak 03-29-2021 Kirtland, Ohio
 665 Bernadette B. Gable 11-21-2020 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 665 Arnold Kudrenick 02-13-2021 Murrysville, Pa.
 677 Florence M. Riggan 06-29-2021 Allen Park, Mich.
 723 Grace Lopez 04-07-2021 Redlands, Calif.
 749 Robert J. Pavlovich 05-24-2021 Camp Hill, Pa.
 770 Donald J. Rispoli 03-09-2021 New Castle, Pa.

Sis. Martha A. Meglich
• Lodge 53 •

Secretary/Treasurer
CLEVELAND — The Meg-
lich family and the members 
of Lodge 53 sadly report the 
July 18, 2021, passing of Sis. 
Martha A. Meglich, secretary/
treasurer of Lodge 53.

Sis. Meglich was born Oct. 
16, 1929, to Anton and Jen-
nie (Mahorcic) Semich. The 
youngest of six, Martha grew 
up in Parkhill, Pa. Her father 
died when she was 10 months 
old, and at the tender age of 9 
she was orphaned when her 
mother passed away. Raised 
by her siblings during the 
Great Depression, she went 
on to graduate from Franklin 
Borough High School in 1947.

As a bridesmaid in her best 
friend’s wedding in 1951, she 
was partnered with Al Meglich. 
The two fell in love and were 
married on Oct. 24, 1953, in 
St. Vitus Church, Cleveland. 
Martha and Al remained in 
Cleveland where they raised 
their three children, Joe, Mike 
and Cheryl.

Martha was active in the 
SNPJ beginning in 1972, when 
she became secretary of V Boj 
Lodge 53. She held the posi-
tion for nearly 50 years, until 
her passing in July 2021. She 
was also a delegate to every 
SNPJ Quadrennial Convention 
since 1974.

Proud of her Slovenian 
heritage, she became heav-
ily involved in the Slovenian 
Workmen’s Home on Waterloo 
Road in Cleveland. From work-

ing with the Ladies Auxiliary 
and at fish fries to cooking 
for weddings and attending 
meetings of the former SNPJ 
MPZ Circle 3, there was a good 
chance if you were looking for 
Martha you would find her 
at the Slovenian Workmen’s 
Home. In 1993, the Ladies 
Auxiliary bestowed upon her 
the honor of Woman of the 
Year.

She also enjoyed spend-
ing time at the SNPJ Farm in 
Kirtland, Ohio. Martha spent 
a countless number of Sundays 
volunteering in the kitchen for 
SNPJ Lodge events. Eventually 
those days dwindled, and in 
her later years you would find 
her under the shade of a tree 
listening to polka music and 
chatting with friends.

Martha is survived by her 
children, Joe (Laurie), Mike 
(Gidget) and Cheryl (Rick) 
Raimondo; her grandchildren, 
Lyndsey, Greg, Anthony and 
Jami; and her great-grandchild, 
Cole. She was preceded in 
death by her parents; her hus-
band, Al; and her siblings, Veda 
Shaffer, Jennie Sefko, Dorothy 
Dremely, Adolph Semich and 
Edward Semich.

She will be sorely missed 
by family and friends. The 
holidays won’t be the same 
without her potica and liver 
dumpling soup, either!

A Funeral Mass was cel-
ebrated for Sis. Meglich on 
July 24 at St. Jerome Church, 
Cleveland. Interment followed 
in All Souls Cemetery, Char-
don, Ohio. 

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 53 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our condolences to Sis. 
Meglich’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Jean M. Cherway
• Lodge 559 •

CHICAGO — The Cherway 
family and the members of 
Lodge 559 sadly report the 
July 25, 2021, passing of Sis. 
Jean M. Cherway in her home, 
surrounded by her family. 

Sis. Cherway was prede-
ceased by her husband, John, 
whom she married in 1950. 
They were married for 28 
years. She was the daughter 
of Frank and Ivana (Stopar) 
Zupančič, and the sister of 
Frank Zupan and Elizabeth 
Austin, all of whom also pre-
deceased her. 

She was the loving mother 
of Denise (Ken) Hoytt, Diane 
(James) Nichols and Dawn 
(John P.) Vidmar; and the 
adored grandmother of Brent 
(Nikki), Michael (Elizabeth), 

She was predeceased by 
four sisters, Shirley Wilkins, 
Gloria Yaworski, Barbara 
Loadman and Terri Schil-
linger.

All services for Sis. Mink 
were private.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 106 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our condolences to Sis. 
Mink’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Ashley (Jason), Bridget (Jes-
sie), Joseph (Natalia), Brit-
tany (Steve), Casey (Jason), 
Monika (Jason), and 15-plus 
great-grandchildren. Each of 
her children and grandchildren 
teased her about being her 
favorite – and they were, each 
in their own unique way.

Sis. Cherway was a lifelong 
member of many Slovenian 
organizations. She was most 
active in SNPJ Pioneer Lodge 
559, serving in many capaci-
ties, including Lodge president 
from 2001-2017. She also at-
tended six SNPJ Quadrennial 
Conventions – in 1982, 1990, 
1994, 1998, 2002 and 2006 
– serving as a delegate from 
Pioneer Lodge 559. 

Jean spent most of her work-
ing career employed with the 
SNPJ Home Office, first in 
the original Lawndale Ave. 
headquarters building, then in 
the Burr Ridge, Ill., office. She 
retired when the SNPJ Home 
Office relocated to Pennsyl-
vania. Her main assignments 
at SNPJ were circulation 
management and advertising 
sales for PROSVETA, which 
brought her into contact with 
many members scattered 
throughout the United States. 
For years she also served as 
the unofficial photographer for 
the annual Slovenefest held at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center in 
Pennsylvania.

Jean and her husband John 
were founding members of the 
former Slovene Center, located 
on 35th St. in Cicero, Ill., and 
she supported the Center until 
the day that it was sold. She 
was also a lifelong member 
of SUA/SWUA #2, as well as 
KSKJ St. Stephen #1. Later in 
life she joined the Slovenian 
Pensioners Club and became 
an officer there as well. She 
was an expert at Roberts Rules 
of Order. 

A lifelong member of St. 
Stephen Catholic Church, in-
cluding being a choir member 
as a young adult, she trans-
ferred her parish membership 
to the Slovenian Catholic 
Mission when St. Stephen was 

closed. She was a member of 
the Slovenian Catholic Mission 
at the time of her passing.

Jean was an avid reader 
and frequent visitor to the 
Brookfield Library throughout 
her adult life. She was known 
for her cooking, claiming to 
have captured husbands for 
her daughters through her 
kitchen. An avid baker, she 
relished spending time with 
her granddaughters, teaching 
them her recipes. 

Her love of music ranged 
from symphony orchestra 
and opera to listening to her 
husband and his buddies play 
Cleveland-style polkas. 

A Mass of Resurrection was 
celebrated for Sis. Cherway 

on July 31 at the Slovenian 
Catholic Mission, St. Mary’s 
Monastery Chapel in Lemont, 
Ill. Commitment followed in 
Woodlawn Cemetery, Forest 
Park, Ill.

The family suggests dona-
tions to Friends of St. Mary’s, 
P.O. Box 634, Lemont, IL 
60439. The Friends of St. 
Mary’s foundation supports the 
maintenance of the monastery 
grounds.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 559 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Cherway’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss. Naj 
počiva v miru! May she rest 
in peace!

Sis. MARTHA A. MEGLICH (53)

Sis. JEAN M. CHERWAY (559)

A CENTURY
in the making

Name ________________________________________

Address ______________________________________

City/State/Zip __________________________________

Number of copies ______________________________

RETuRN THIS ORDER FORM TO
Slovene National Benefit Society

247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA  15126-9774

Payment in full must accompany all orders. Make checks payable to SNPJ.
Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery.

Proud of your SNPJ membership? Then you 
owe it to yourself to delve deeper into SNPJ 
history through the pages of An Inspired Jour-
ney — The SNPJ Story: The First One Hundred 
Years of the Slovene National Benefit Society.
This richly-illustrated chronicle of SNPJ  
history compiled and written by SNPJ 
Publications Editor Jay Sedmak is available 
for purchase.

$15.00 each — plus $2.50 s/h
add $1 shipping for each additional copy ordered
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by KRISTEN CuSHMAN BARNOT
Lodge 138

KIRTLAND, Ohio — On 
behalf of all former Miss 
SNPJs, we would like to ex-
tend a heartfelt thank you to 
everyone who organized and 
attended the FarmFest held 
July 10 at the SNPJ Farm. 

The former Miss SNPJs in 
attendance were recognized 
during a special program, and 
had a wonderful time meeting 
and catching up with so many 
SNPJ members. With Slovene-
fest having been canceled for 
two years due to the pandemic, 
and after the majority of the 
SNPJ National Board voted 
in favor of discontinuing the 
pageant, our group of queens 
and supporters banded together 
to brainstorm ideas and form 
committees to try to keep the 
pageant tradition alive.

FarmFest was not only an 

FarmFest serves as a launching point to preserve the Miss SNPJ Pageant

A number of former Miss SNPJ attended FarmFest at the SNPJ Farm in July, launching an 
initiative to resume the Miss SNPJ Pageant starting in 2022.

exciting fraternal event that 
was much needed this summer, 
it served as the first in-person 
meeting for our initiative to 
preserve the pageant.

Since 1956, the Miss SNPJ 
Pageant has showcased our 
female members and their 
activity, talent and commu-
nity service. The Miss SNPJ 
Pageant is a tradition like no 
other and passes not only a 
crown, but the opportunity to 
represent our Society, tradi-
tions and heritage.

From the infamous Miss 
SNPJ calendar proudly hang-
ing in homes and Slovenian 
halls, to taking a picture with 
a Miss SNPJ at a polka dance, 
every SNPJ member can 
recite a personal story about 
the pageant or a Miss SNPJ. 
This legacy of fraternalism, 
showmanship and scholarship 
truly exemplifies the spirit of 

the SNPJ.
We are thrilled that the Na-

tional Board agreed to discuss 
and re-vote on the continuation 
of the pageant at the upcoming 
meeting in September. We are 
humbly requesting that eligible 
young ladies between the ages 
of 18 and 28 please contact us 
at missSNPJlegacy@gmail.
com if you are interested in 
learning more, and/or would 
consider participating in 2022 
if the pageant is reinstated. 

We are also asking all 
leaders of each SNPJ Lodge, 
Federation and Youth Circle 
to share this information and 
encourage your members to 
reach out to us since we are 
unable to receive personal in-
formation and cannot directly 
contact all eligible members.

Finally, we invite all mem-
bers who support the preserva-
tion of the pageant to follow 

“Miss SNPJ” on Facebook 
and Instagram for updates in 
the future.

The Miss SNPJ Commis-
sion currently includes the 

following members: Kara 
Maruszak, Miss SNPJ 2010, 
Chair; Courtney Koenig, Miss 
SNPJ 2004, Pageant Direc-
tor; Elizabeth Hartman, Miss 

SNPJ 2017, Booster Fund; 
and Kristen Cushman Barnot, 
Miss SNPJ 2013, Publicity. 
We greatly appreciate your 
support. Hvala!

Lodge 559 continues virtual meetings
by KAITLYN CHIAPPETTA

Lodge 559 President

CHICAGO — Hopefully every-
one has had as exciting a summer 
as our Lodge has! 

We were very happy to be able 
to attend the Slovenian Cultural 
Center annual picnic again this 
year. Despite the extremely hot 
weather, it was an enjoyable day 
for all. The pig roast was deli-
cious, as always, and the music 
and entertainment were wonder-
ful. The children were able to cool 
off on the water slide, as well as 
make an art project. It was great 
to catch up with those we hadn’t 
been able to see in a while. 

As for Pioneer Lodge 559 
meetings, we have continued 
with virtual meetings so far. Dur-
ing our May meeting, members 
donated individually to the food 
pantry of their choice on behalf of 
the Lodge. We intend to the do the 
same at our September meeting, 
and ask that all Lodge members 
donate to the food pantry of their 
choice on behalf of our Lodge. 

We will hold our next meet-
ing on Sept. 10 starting at noon. 
Please contact our Lodge secre-
tary for more information. The 
meeting will likely still be held 
virtually, and we would be glad 
to send the link to anyone who 
would like to participate. 

In other news, Lodge 559 
members were very saddened to 
hear of the loss of our longtime 
former Lodge President Jean 
Cherway. Our thoughts go out to 
her family and loved ones.

Jean will be greatly missed at 
our Lodge meetings and gather-
ings. We will never forget her 
contributions to our Lodge and 

Pioneer Lodge 559 members in attendance at the Slovenian 
Cultural Center annual picnic held in Lemont, Ill.

for the entire Society in her for-
mer role at the SNPJ Home Office. 

On a personal note, I was able 
to attend my last Young Adult 
Conference in July as I have now 
aged-out of that event. I am so 
glad that despite everything, we 
were able to hold the conference 
again this year. 

The work projects were, as 
always, a valuable contribution 
to the SNPJ Recreation Center. 
We were able to seal the balina 
courts, which was hard work, 
but the project turned out great! 

I was glad to see everyone 
from around the country and 
to meet some of the new Young 
Adult Conference attendees. It’s 
always such a fun time! 

I would love for any young 
members of our Lodge to be able 
to attend the conference next year, 
so please feel free to reach out 
to me if you or your children or 

grandchildren will be age 18 to 30 
next summer and have interest in 
attending the conference. I would 
be happy to talk to anyone on the 
fence about attending!

Additionally, there was much 
discussion about the Miss SNPJ 
Pageant Committee seeking 
interested members to help in 
its revival. I also participated in 
the pageant a few years ago, and 
have nothing but good things to 
say about the experience. I would 
definitely recommend giving it a 
try, even if you don’t think you 
have a talent to share, or aren’t a 
natural public speaker. The group 
is always so helpful and support-
ive of each other as contestants, 
and any talent is welcome.

I’m looking forward to hear-
ing from any interested young 
adults, and any other members 
of our Lodge who would like to 
attend our virtual meetings.

SNPJ Day Festivities: A Tribute to
the SNPJ English-Speaking Lodges

Prior to the launch of Slovenefest in 1982, the SNPJ Day celebration was the 
Society’s best-attended and most beloved annual festival. The very first SNPJ 
Day festivities were hosted during Labor Day weekend, Aug. 31-Sept. 2, 1935, in 
Cleveland. Pictured above is a poster advertising the fifth SNPJ Day celebration, 
held Sept. 2-4, 1939, in La Salle, Ill.
The idea to host an SNPJ Day celebration was presented in 1935 by 
representatives of the SNPJ English-Speaking Lodges – the vast majority of 
whom were young SNPJ members – to commemorate the 10th anniversary of 
the English-Speaking Lodges. Initially established as a regional event by Lodges 
in Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York and Michigan, the activity secured the support 
of the SNPJ National Board and the first Board-approved SNPJ Day was held 
the following year, in September 1936, in Pittsburgh, co-hosted by the Lodges in 
Pittsburgh and universal, Pa.
Although canceled in 2020 due to COVID-19 restrictions, SNPJ Days retains its 
title as the Society’s longest-running annual event. Join us as we celebrate 2021 
National SNPJ Days Sept. 3-5!

From the archives

REC CENtER dIRECtoR
FROM PAGE 1 

David started Jones Creations 32 
years ago as a floral business. The main 
focus of the business is decorations for 
special events, including weddings. He 
also taught floral design at the Lawrence 
County, Pa., Vo-Tech. He started in 
the food catering business, helping his 
mother, Mary Ann. Twenty-four years ago 
he became the owner of Jones Catering 

and has continued to build an excellent 
reputation.

His past experience includes managing 
the MDA Summer Camp and directing 
the MDA Telethon when it was held at 
Monroeville Mall in Monroeville, Pa.

David sincerely cares for the well-
being of the SNPJ Recreation Center. 
We are confident he will provide the 
dedication required to make it successful 
for years to come.

David Jones hired in August as 
SNPJ Recreation Center director

Please use this form so PROSVETA will move with you. 
Type or print name and new address in the space provided 
below. Mail to: PROSVETA, circulation, 247 West Allegheny 
Road, Imperial, PA 15126-9774; or e-mail snpj@snpj.com.

Name _____________________________________

New Address _______________________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________

Attach old 
mailing 

label here

New Address?

by TINA RIGLER
Lodge 449 Secretary/Treasurer

CICERO, Ill. — Cicero Neigh-
bors Lodge 449 members held 
their second meeting of the 
year on Sunday, June 20, at the 
Father’s Day picnic held at St. 
Mary’s in Lemont, Ill. In the 
absence of President Vince 
Rigler, Vice President Meredith 
Maresh conducted the meeting 
as president and appointed Jason 
Rigler as vice president for the 
meeting. 

Secretary Tina Rigler read 
all correspondence and gave 
the Lodge financial report. The 
Lodge received a check from 
the Home Office for the SNPJ 
member award.

Due to having too many 
Young Adult Conference surro-
gate delegates from our Lodge, 
discussion was held that only 
three of the four young adults 
would be able to attend this year’s 
conference. A motion was made 
by Robert Rigler and seconded 
by Jan Maresh that names to be 
submitted as surrogate delegates 
include Meredith Maresh, Lanie 
Maresh and Jason Rigler. The 
motion passed.

All of these young adults are 
Lodge 449 officers and have been 
very active, so it was a very dif-
ficult decision. (As a side note, 
due to a cancellation in the region, 
Robert Rigler was able to attend 

Lodge 449 collecting donations in Sept.

In June, SNPJ Lodge 449 members held a meeting while 
attending the Father’s Day picnic at St. Mary’s in Lemont, Ill.

the Young Adult Conference.)
The Lodge activity for Sep-

tember will be a collection of 
donations for a local charity. A 
list of items needed at the food 
pantry will be distributed prior 
to the meeting.

Meeting awards were won by 
Patrick Maresh and Jason Rigler. 
The next Lodge 449 meeting will 
be held Sunday, Sept. 19, starting 
at 1 p.m.

On July 10, I was able to attend 
the Cleveland Federation Picnic 
at the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, 
Ohio, along with my husband, 
Vince, and my brother, Ed Dab-
rowski.

I had a great time, and the 

picnic was well attended. While 
there, I met up with several other 
Miss SNPJs who also attended the 
picnic. It was a beautiful day, and 
it was so nice to see so many fa-
miliar faces. Many thanks to the 
Cleveland Federation for hosting 
the Miss SNPJs at this event and 
acknowledging us.   

Since the Coronavirus variant 
has been growing in many areas 
across the country, I hope every-
one stays healthy, and I encourage 
everyone to get the vaccine and 
mask up so we can continue to 
get back to our fraternal activities 
and events. Perform a fraternal 
act of kindness and bring a smile 
to someone’s face!
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Important figures to consider...
29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

1-800-843-7675

If your coverage is over 5 years old
contact SNPJ for a policy review.

!

SNPJ membership Anniversaries 
September 2021

 Lodge member
 5 Diane Kutchinski
 5 Patricia A. Sparks
 6 Edward A. Povirk
 6 Shirley J. Mallino
 6 Robert Snyder
 8 Anton Janezich
 41 Sharon A. Sedlak
 53 Jack A. Wagner
 53 Shirley M. Gygli
 87 Margie Rosso
 106 Frances E. Susa
 107 Robert L. Miklavcic
 126 Nancy J. Broers
 126 James S. Penko
 126 Jeanette M. Penko
 138 Andrew J. Wrubleski
 158 Joan L. Mikolich
 216 James J. Massack
 223 Timothy W. Kern
 254 Sharon J. Hill

 Lodge member
 254 Joan A. Fabina
 254 Joyce Ann M. Fabina
 257 Donna A. Jefferson
 265 Beverly M. Kalan
 371 Mary K. Iskra
 562 Joseph V. Kroflich
 562 Beth A. Andes
 576 Patricia J. Zupan
 584 Shirley Fatticci
 584 Richard E. Hibbard
 604 Carol A. Delly
 629 Deborah A. Novak
 689 George J. Strakey
 715 Ronald M. Penich
 721 Debra A. Kmit
 723 Jennifer Mauricio
 723 Jacqueline L. Kettering
 749 Leona M. Jenkins
 782 Mark R. Valentic

50-Year members

 Lodge member
 6 Michael C. Popichak
 6 Miriam A. Mains
 31 Marilyn L. Leyshock
 89 Diane L. Lass
 138 Frank E. Bizjak
 138 Robert A. Azman
 174 Anthony Vidmar
 225 Joseph M. Dragush
 254 Margaret Chapman

 Lodge member
 559 Dona C. McLaughlin
 559 Ronald M. Bozicnik
 564 James J. Karshina
 577 Donna M. Owen
 584 Jinalle M. Hansmann
 614 Barbara J. Cashin
 723 Kenneth R. Pirnar
 723 Sylvia L. Vannucchi
 749 Frank Howrylak

60-Year members

 Lodge member
 3 James E. Mikolic
 41 Michael T. Bebar
 113 Elizabeth L. Burchardi
 138 Gloria E. Kern
 216 Mary J. Verbanic
 225 Joseph G. Rezin

 Lodge member
 564 Theresa M. Mihelich
 584 Anita Zelesnik
 584 Annie Mavri
 782 Joseph M. Sokol
 782 Raymond R. Melle

70-Year members

80-Year members
 Lodge member
 604 Olga Rogell

1.

2.

3.

4.

Highest
Average
2020-21

Lodge
No.

Four-Person Team Event
Entry fee $60 per team

Sunday Only

Submit bowlers’ names by position in lineup

2021 SNPJ Fall Classic Bowling Tournament
October 23-24, 2021

Team name _____________________________________
Team captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

The entry fee in each event is $15 per bowler, $6 of which shall be used for prizes 
and $9 for bowling. An extra $5 is charged to all who desire to compete for 

handicap all-events prizes. The Slovene National Benefit Society adds $6 per 
member to each prize fund except all-events.

Return form, along with fees of $15 per person, per event, to:
Jason Cadez, Tournament Secretary
179 Alexander Ave., P.O. Box 155

Strabane, PA 15363
e-mail: cadez138@gmail.com

Phone: (724) 299-1138
Make checks payable to SNPJ Lodge 138

THE ENTRY DEADLINE IS OCTOBER 1, 2021
The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament rules are 
available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department, 247 West Allegheny 
Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

hosted by Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 at

Paradise Island Bowl
7601 Grand Ave.

Neville Island, PA 15225
Phone: (412) 264-6570

www.paradiseislandbowl.com

1.

2.

1.

2.

All-Events
$5 per 
person

YES/NO

Highest 
Average
2020-21

Lodge
  No.

Doubles & Singles 
Entry fee $30 per person

Saturday Only

Doubles & Singles Events
Saturday, Oct. 23, 10:30 a.m.

Team Event 
Sunday, Oct. 24, 10:30 a.m.

LodGE 677 mILEStoNE
FROM PAGE 1 

members see this as the begin-
ning of the halfway mark in the 
Andersons’ continuing service.

SNPJ National President/
CEO Joseph C. Evanish joined 
our Zoom meeting and shared 
a wonderful letter outlining 
Ken’s many years of service 

and volunteerism with the Slo-
vene National Benefit Society, 
the American Fraternal Alli-
ance, and the former National 
Fraternal Congress of America 
(NFCA). This information will 
be added to a remembrance 
book, along with two pictures 
of Ken representing the SNPJ. 

We were also pleased to 

present Ken and Dorothy 
with a book to hold thank you 
notes, cards and photographs 
sent by the families in our 
Lodge. Thank you to all who 
extended their heartfelt wishes 
and memories.

We now ask that friends 
from other Lodges contribute 
photos of Ken participating 

in SNPJ activities over the 
years. We encourage you to 
share your memories and well 
wishes on Ken and Dorothy’s 
50th milestone year of service 
– which is actually 61 years – 
by sending your materials to 
Ken and Dorothy Anderson, 
2400 Derby Rd., Birmingham, 
MI 48009.

SNPJ Lodge 677 president reaches milestone as officer

by KATIE MAVRICH GREEN
Lodge 138

STRABANE, Pa. — SNPJ 
Lodge 138 is gearing up for 
its 40th Annual In-House 
Bowling Tournament. Since 
the Lodge was unable to host 
the tournament this past March 
due to covid restrictions, the 

decision was made to hold 
the tournament Oct. 8-10, and 
again in March 2022. 

On Oct. 9 from 7 to 11 p.m., 
the Garrett Tatano Band will 
perform. Tatano, 23 years old 
and a member of Lodge 138, 
recently won the Polka Star 
of Tomorrow award during a 

competition held at the SNPJ 
Farm hosted by the National 
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of 
Fame and Museum. 

The tournament is open to 
both regular and social mem-
bers of Lodge 138. Entry forms 
will be available during league 
bowling this month and an 

entry drawing will take place 
at 7 p.m. on Sept. 8. 

Be sure to check our Face-
book page, facebook.com/
SNPJ138, for more informa-
tion, or contact Lodge 138 
President Jason Cadez with 
questions by sending an e-mail 
to cadez138@gmail.com.

Fall In-House Tournament a first for Lodge 138

Photo by Amy Mavrich 

Painting a Tribute to Karen Russ
Thank you to everyone who painted a rock in memory 
of Karen Russ. It was nice to see so many placed at her 
memorial stone near the Trailer Court playground at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center. Someone from as far as Florida 
sent a rock in the mail for me to place there. Karen has been 
gone 20 years now, and we will never forget her. She was 
beautiful inside and out... I miss her so much.

Amy Mavrich, Lodge 138

by BILL KRZISNIK
Lodge 518 Secretary/Treasurer

MELVINDALE, Mich. — 
This summer, Lodge 518 
members enjoyed watching 
the “Best of Slovenia” travel 
video hosted by Rick Steves. 
Some of the comments from 
members included how beau-
tiful the country is, especially 
the Julian Alps and Lake 
Bled.

President Irene Kovac’s 
96-year-old mother, Mrs. 
Herron, who has never been 
able to travel to Slovenia, said 
the video brought to life the 

essence of the country much 
better than still pictures.

Rick also visited a typical 
family for dinner, explaining 
how close and important the 
family unit is in Slovenia. It 
is common for a young mar-
ried couple to live in the same 
house with the parents – one 
couple upstairs, and one on 
the main floor.

Also included was a brief 
history: Slovenia was part 
of Austria/Hungary prior to 
WWI, then became part of 
Yugoslavia, finally becom-
ing independent in 1991.

Lodge 518 experiences 
a video tour of Slovenia

SNPJ Lodge 518 President IRENE KoVAC [left] and her 
mother, Sis. bERtHA HERRoN, enjoying the Rick Steves 
“Best of Slovenia” video.

BALINA BRAVO!

[Above, from left] The team of JoE KoStIK (715), JANE 
CAmPANA (715), and JoYCE (6) and RowLANd 
HUdSoN (564) took first place in the balina tournament held 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center Balinarena during Slovenian 
Heritage Weekend, July 30-Aug. 1, hosted by the SNPJ 
Heritage Center.
[Below] The tournament runners-up: the team of tINA 
SEIFERt (643), bob RUSS (158), and ASHLEY [holding 
little mikey brately] and mIKE bRAtELY (158).

by JOE VALENCIC (5)
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame

GIRARD, Ohio — “Dee” 
is for Dancing; Mikey Dee, 
that is. 

Enjoy an evening of polka 
and waltz favorites on Fri-
day, Oct. 1, as the National 
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall 
of Fame hosts a “Dee-Day” 
dance at Rolling Mills Ball-
room in Girard. You’ll thrill 
to timeless tunes by polka 
legends, like America’s Pol-
ka King Frank Yankovic, 
Johnny Pecon and Johnny 
Vadnal. Mikey Dee delivers 
the dynamite sound that has 
earned him fans across the 
country, as well as honors 
from the Polka Hall of Fame.

Dance all evening, from 6 
to 10 p.m. The Rolling Mills 
Ballroom offers a full menu 
of dinners, burgers, wraps 
and sandwiches. Indulge in 
the Friday fish fry or one of 
many beverage specials.

Rolling Mills is easy to 
reach at 1025 S. State Street 
(Route 422), just south of 
I-80. Admission to the dance 
is $10 per person. Reserve a 
table near the dance floor by 

Oct. 1 is “Dee-Day” for 
the Polka Hall of Fame

phoning (234) 421-5473.
This Polka Hall of Fame 

road show raises funds for 
its Polka Museum, which 
celebrates America’s good-
time music. The Polka Hall 
of Fame hosts dance events 
throughout the year.

For more information 
on Dee-Day, contact the 
Polka Hall of Fame at Pol-
kaShop@aol.com, at (216) 
261-3263, or toll-free at 
1-866-66-POLKA.

The Cleveland-Style Polka 
Hall of Fame takes its road 
show to Girard, Ohio, on 
Friday, Oct. 1, hosting a
“Dee-Day” dance (Mikey 
Dee) at The Rolling Mills 
Ballroom.

This new, keepsake Slovenian 
cookbook, published in English, is 
available for purchase through the 
SNPJ Slovenian Heritage Center

$3200 each
plus $5 shipping/handling

Name __________________________________________
Address ________________________________________
City/State/Zip ____________________________________
Email __________________________________________
Phone ____________________  Number of copies _____

Return completed order form with full payment to:
SNPJ Heritage Center • 270 martin Road • Enon Valley, PA  16120

slovenia

Make check or money order payable to SNPJ Heritage Center


