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The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are Dec. 1, 2021 and Jan. 3, 2022. All 
material must be received by noon on 
Monday, Nov. 8, for the Dec. 1 issue, 
and by Monday, Dec. 13, for the Jan. 3, 
2022, issue. If you’re concerned about 
making the deadline, send an e-mail 
to prosveta@snpj.com or submit your 
material via the publications area of our 
website, snpj.org.

THE
DEADLINE

briefly

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office will be closed Thursday, Nov. 
25, and Friday, Nov. 26, in celebration 
of the Thanksgiving holiday. Normal 
office hours, 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., will 
resume Monday, Nov. 29. We wish all 
SNPJ members and friends a very happy 
Thanksgiving.

Home Office closed as we
celebrate Thanksgiving

Rory Jean barnhart
Born March 4, 2020

Youngstown, ohio, Lodge 153
SNPJ Lodge 153 welcomes Rory Jean 
Barnhart as their newest addition. Rory is 
the daughter of Molly and David Barnhart 
(153), granddaughter of David Kohler (153), 
and great-granddaughter of the late Mary 
Jean Kohler (153). We welcome Rory to 
the Society and extend our best wishes to 
her entire family.

cLEvELAnd — The children of the 
late Martha Meglich – Joe and Mike 
Meglich, and Cheryl Raimondo – extend 
our sincere appreciation to the former 
SNPJ V Boj Lodge 53 for the donation 
of $1,000 made in her memory to the 
SNPJ Scholarship Fund. The generosity 
is truly appreciated.

Appreciation for
scholarship donation

Go GREEN...
and help SNPJ save $$

Did you know PROSVETA is avail-
able online? If you would prefer 
to read PROSVETA online and 
help SNPJ save on printing and 
postage costs, register for the 
e-mail notifications by sending an 
e-mail to pcushman@snpj.com.

by BARB BOGOLIN
Lodge 31 Secretary/Treasurer

SHAROn, Pa. — Eight SNPJ Lodge 31 
members are celebrating membership an-
niversaries this year: 50-year members Rich-
ard Clevenger, Henry Fabrey, David Minor 
and Rose Hoffman; and 60-year members 
Nancy Chomos, Irene Bicek, Patricia Mol-
lick and Marilyn Leyshock.

These members will be honored at the 
Lodge dinner on Thursday, Nov. 18, starting 
at 4 p.m. The dinner will be held at Vey’s 
Pub & Grille, 3176 E. State St., Hermitage, 
PA 16148. Members’ meals will be paid for 
by the Lodge; those attending will order 
from the menu.

During this annual meeting, election of 
officers will be held and meeting dates for 
2022 will be set. Those interesting in attend-
ing must call Barb Bogolin by Thursday, 
Nov. 11. I can be reached at (724) 347-1197 
before 10 p.m.

Lodge 31 sets 
a November 
date for annual 
meeting and 
honorees dinner

cHIcAgO — Pioneer Lodge 559 will 
conduct the final meeting of the year on 
Friday, Nov. 12, starting at noon. The 
meeting will be held via Zoom, so please 
contact the Lodge secretary for the link 
or phone number to call in.

All members are asked to donate toys 
to a local organization or deliver to the 
Lodge for a Christmas donation.

mELANIE mAtIASEk
Lodge 559 Secretary/Treasurer

november meeting on 
the Lodge 559 schedule

by JOSEPh C. EVANISh
SNPJ National President/CEO

BOROUgH OF SnPJ, Pa. — The date of Sept. 
17 was a special day of hosting important Slove-
nian dignitaries in celebration of Slovenia’s 30th 
anniversary of independence. The dignitaries 
included Minister of the Office for Slovenians 
Abroad Dr. Helena Jaklitsch, who traveled from 
Slovenia; Ambassador of Slovenia to the United 
States Tone Kajzer from the Slovenian Embassy 
in Washington, D.C.; Consul General Alenka 
Jerak from the Consulate in Cleveland; and 
Pennsylvania Honorary Consul Petra Mitchell.

Also accompanying the Minister was Zvone 

September celebration brings dignitaries 
from Slovenia to the SNPJ Recreation Center

Žigon with the Office for Slovenians Abroad. 
Zvone previously served as the Consul General 
in Cleveland and attended many SNPJ events 
during his tenure. It was nice to visit with 
Zvone again.

Consul General Alenka Jerak has been the 
person leading the coordination of the 30th an-
niversary events in the United States which took 
place in a number of areas. This included the 
dignitary visits to Pittsburgh, Imperial, and the 
SNPJ Recreation Center and Heritage Center in 
Enon Valley, Pa. The consular jurisdiction of the 
Consulate General of the Republic of Slovenia in 
Cleveland comprises 10 states: Ohio, Wisconsin, 

Illinois, Michigan, Pennsylvania, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Indiana, Iowa and Colorado. 

The SNPJ National Board was happy to greet 
and visit with this important delegation during 
the afternoon of Sept. 17 at the SNPJ Lodge 
106 Hall adjacent to the SNPJ Home Office in 
Imperial. We appreciate Honorary Consul Petra 
Mitchell hosting the delegation for lunch earlier 
in Pittsburgh which was sponsored by the SNPJ.

After visiting with the National Board, the 
delegation proceeded to the SNPJ Recreation 
Center for the banquet celebration hosted by 

SEE SEPtEmbER CELEbRAtIoN
ON PAGE 2

Minister of the Office for Slovenians Abroad dr. HELENA JAkLItSCH [left] and Ambassador 
of Slovenia to the United States toNE kAJzER from the Slovenian Embassy in Washington, 
D.C., toured the SNPJ heritage Center Museum with heritage Center Director kAtHY 
PAULENICH during their visit to the SNPJ Recreation Center on Sept. 17.

by KRISTEN CUShMAN BARNOT (138)
Miss SNPJ Pageant Commission

STRABAnE, Pa. — In case you haven’t heard, 
we are extremely excited to share that the Miss 
SNPJ Commission had a productive discus-
sion with the SNPJ National Board during the 
September meeting. There was a unanimous 

National Board reinstates pageant, 
commission raising funds for 2022 

vote to reinstate the Miss SNPJ Pageant, and 
we are very grateful to the National Board for 
the opportunity to continue the legacy during 
the next Slovenefest. 

Slovenefest and the pageant will be held the 

SEE mISS SNPJ PAGEANt
ON PAGE 12

Former Miss SNPJs 
attending the 2021 Grape 
Festival at the SNPJ 
Farm included [from left] 
kARA mARUSzAk 
(142), dANIELLA VoLPE 
(158), ELIzAbEtH 
HARtmAN (138), LAUREN 
SEbUSCH (576), kRIStEN 
CUSHmAN bARNot (138), 
and ELIzAbEtH SmRdEL 
(158). Miss SNPJ 1971 
Carol Bokal Bacnik (142) 
was also in attendance.
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Lodge/Organization

Type of Event 
 
 

Site 
 
 

If a concert or dance, who is
performing? 
 
 

Date 

Time 

Who to contact 
 
 

Phone (        )

Complete and return to: 
PROSVETA

247 W. Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA  15126-9774

e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

•	 NOV.	4 ..... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo. 
Early bird games start at 6:30 p.m., 
regular games at 7. For details contact 
the Lodge 106 Clubroom at (724) 695-
1411 or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

•	 NOV.	6 ..... Golden Valley Lodge 745 wine tast-
ing and luncheon at Pescatore Vineyard 
and Winery (www.pescatorewines.com), 
Newcastle, Calif., starting at 1 p.m. Music 
performed by John and Joe Mlakar. For 
more information contact Joe Mlakar by 
e-mail to loskadolina@surewest.net or 
phone (916) 380-7722.

•	 NOV.	6 ..... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 polka dance 
featuring Polka Classics, 7-10 p.m. in 
the Lodge 106 Clubroom. The dance 
is open to the public; no cover charge. 
For more information contact the SNPJ 
Lodge 106 Club at (724) 695-1411 or 
e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

•	 NOV.	12........ Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 karaoke 
hosted by DJ Johnny Fever, 8-11 p.m. 
in the Lodge 106 Clubroom. For more 
information contact the SNPJ Lodge 
106 Club at (724) 695-1411 or e-mail 
snpj106@gmail.com.

•	 NOV.	18 ....... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo. 
Early bird games start at 6:30 p.m., regu-
lar games at 7. For details contact the 
Lodge 106 Clubroom at (724) 695-1411 
or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

•	 NOV.	20 ....... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 hosts the 
Shades of Time band in the Lodge 106 
Clubroom, 8-11 p.m. For details contact 
the SNPJ Lodge 106 Club at (724) 695-
1411 or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

•	 DEC.	3 ..... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 welcomes 
The Breakdown Band to the Lodge 106 
Clubroom from 8-11 p.m. For informa-
tion contact the SNPJ Lodge 106 Club 
at (724) 695-1411 or e-mail snpj106@
gmail.com.

•	 DEC.	5 ..... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 hosts the 
Dick Tady Orchestra Christmas polka 
dance, 2-6 p.m. in the Imperial Room at 
SNPJ Lodge 106. For details contact the 
SNPJ Lodge 106 Club at (724) 695-1411 
or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

•	 DEC.	12 ....... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 children’s 
Christmas party, 1-3 p.m. This is a ten-
tative date. Please contact the SNPJ 
Lodge 106 Club at (724) 695-1411 or 
e-mail snpj106@gmail.com	to	confirm.

•	 DEC.	16 ....... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo. 
Early bird games start at 6:30 p.m., regu-
lar games at 7. For details contact the 
Lodge 106 Clubroom at (724) 695-1411 
or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

•	 DEC.	18 ....... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 members 
only adult Christmas party, 4-8 p.m. in the 
Lodge 106 Clubroom. For details contact 
the SNPJ Lodge 106 Club at (724) 695-
1411 or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

by GAyE BABCOCK
Lodge 689 Secretary/Treasurer

HELPER, Utah — The 
38th Utah Slovenian Day 
Picnic was held at the Slo-
venian Home in Spring Glen 
on Sept. 12.

Price Lodge 757 chaired 
the event, assisted by the 
members of the Price Lodge 
113 and Helper Lodge 
689. Picnic-goers enjoyed 
klobase, cabbage rolls, po-
lenta, traditional potato salad, 

and our famous pickled eggs. 
Organizers baked dozens of 
Hungarian cookies, potica 
loaves, and pans of apple 
strudel.

Lodge members spend 
countless hours making 
this event a success. Many 
of those hours are spent in 
their own homes baking 
pastries and pickling eggs in 
anticipation of the big day. All 
proceeds from food sales are 
donated to various charities.

Utah Lodges maintain annual picnic tradition

Memories: The photo above was taken at a Utah Slovenian 
Day Picnic in the mid-1990s. Pictured [from left] are Price 
Lodge 113 members mAdALENE WILLIAmS; her aunt, 
the late FRANCES VoUk (Lodge 113 secretary at the 
time); and her mother, the late AURELIA CooLEY.

The Present: Fast-forward some 25 years, and 
current Price Lodge 113 Secretary/Treasurer 
mAdALENE WILLIAmS [left] and her daughter, 
JENNY RICHENS, display the famous pickled 
eggs they prepared for this year’s picnic. But 
don’t even bother asking – it’s a secret recipe!

by PATTI EVANISh
Lodge 715 Secretary

UnIvERSAL, Pa. — Comets Lodge 
715 young adult member Alyssa Ur-
ban was selected as the Young Adult 
Representative to the SNPJ National 
Board during this summer’s Young 
Adult Conference. Lodge 715 is proud 
to support Alyssa during this year, and 
we look forward to hearing about the 
exciting things our younger members 
are accomplishing.

Additionally, the safety and well-
being of our members is our top prior-
ity. Therefore, we are sorry to inform 
you that our annual Lodge luncheon, 
scheduled Oct. 16, was canceled. 
Those members who celebrated mem-
ber anniversaries in 2020 and 2021 
will be honored at a luncheon along 
with our 2022 anniversary members. 

We hope you and your families stay 
safe and healthy, and we look forward 
to seeing you all soon.

Lodge 715 
honorees will 
be recognized 
next year

SEPtEmbER CELEbRAtIoN
FROM PAGE 1 

the SNPJ Slovenian Heritage Center 
and Consulate General. The Minister, 
Ambassador and delegation were very 
impressed with the Heritage Center 
Museum and the Recreation Center. 
Appreciation goes to Heritage Com-
mittee Director Kathy Paulenich and 
committee members Joan Gaspercic, 
Ed Robich, Tracey Belle, Patty Can-
dela, Mary Jo Hartman and Susan 
Mals for coordinating the tour and 
banquet event.

The program included greetings 
and informative remarks from the 
Minister, Ambassador, Consul Gen-
eral and Honorary Consul. Kathy 
Paulenich welcomed everyone. My 
remarks included a summary of events 
30 years ago and SNPJ’s efforts for 
Slovenia’s recognition. 

We greatly appreciate that SNPJ 
was recognized for its contribution 30 
years ago in helping to gain U.S. rec-
ognition of Slovenia’s independence. 
The Minister presented me with a 
Slovenian flag from the President of 
Slovenia, Borut Pahor, for my efforts 
30 years ago. Dr. Jaklitsch’s visit to 
the United States was to specifi-
cally recognize those organizations’ 
successful efforts in the 1991-1992 
period. The Minister’s presence was 
very special.

The event would not have been 

successful without our Recreation 
Center staff, which includes Sue 
Krispinsky and Director David 
Jones. Thank you to Tim Jergel for 
donating the wine for this event. The 
ensemble Veseli Godci from Cleve-
land provided excellent music after 
the program. The potica was provided 
by the Consul General.

It is always great to work with 
Consul General Alenka Jerak. Our 
coordination with her for this event 
began in the spring. We thank her very 
much for all of the support!

SnPJ national Board Meeting
The SNPJ National Board semian-

nual meeting was also held Sept. 17. 
This was the first National Board 
meeting held in-person since Sep-
tember 2019 due to the pandemic. 
All reports received for this meeting 
and the National Board minutes are 
published in this issue.

Financial results for the first six 
months of 2021 are reported as posi-
tive and stable. The Society experi-
enced a net gain from operations and 
an increase in surplus.

The Board approved to bring back 
the Miss SNPJ Pageant. This decision 
was made following a presentation to 
the Board by a committee of former 
Miss SNPJs who did an excellent job. 
This committee will make plans for 
the 2022 Miss SNPJ Pageant.

Slovenian dignitaries visit the Recreation Center for celebration

SNPJ National 
Board members 
greeted the 
Slovenian 
dignitaries at 
the conclusion 
of the Sept. 17 
Board meeting 
held at the 
Lodge 106 hall 
in Imperial, Pa.

[Above] (Clockwise, from front left) Slovenian Consul General ALENkA 
JERAk with the SNPJ heritage Center Committee: Director kAtHY 
PAULENICH and committee members mARY Jo HARtmAN, Ed 
RobICH, JoAN GASPERCIC and tRACEY bELLE.

[Below] Prior to their trip to the SNPJ Recreation Center for the celebration 
of the 30th anniversary of Slovenia’s independence, (from left) Pennsyl-
vania honorary Consul PEtRA mItCHELL, Minister of the Office for 
Slovenians Abroad dr. HELENA JAkLItSCH, Consul General ALENkA 
JERAk, and Ambassador of Slovenia to the United States toNE kAJzER 
stopped by SNPJ Lodge 106 to meet with the SNPJ National Board.
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Slovene National benefit Society National board minutes
Meetings held June 16, June 22, July 8 and Aug. 4, 2021, by conference call;

and Sept. 17, 2021, at the SNPJ Lodge 106 hall, Imperial, Pa.

NAtIoNAL boARd mINUtES
CONTINUE NEXT COLUMN

NAtIoNAL PRESIdENt’S REPoRt
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

NAtIoNAL SECREtARY’S REPoRt
CONTINUES NEXT PAGE

National President’s Report
September 2021
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters. Welcome to our semiannual 
meeting as we report and discuss the operation of our Society. We 
look forward to a positive and informative meeting with a successful 
exchange of ideas for the benefit of the SNPJ.
The Society was saddened by the passing of National Board member 
Bro. Stan Repos in March. Stan was a lifelong member of SNPJ 
Lodge 106. He was an active member who served in many capaci-
ties over the years. He led or helped organize many of the Lodge/
club activities and events.
Bro. Repos represented SNPJ Lodge 106 as a delegate to eight 
National SNPJ Conventions. In 2006 he served as chairman of the 
Convention Credentials Committee. During the 2006 SNPJ Conven-
tion, he was elected to the SNPJ National Board Audit Committee 
and has been re-elected at each subsequent Convention. Since 
the beginning of 2019, Stan has served as chairman of the Audit 
Committee.
Stan’s fraternal service and contributions on the local, regional 
and national levels of SNPJ have been invaluable. He was part of 
many significant local and national decisions made for the benefit 
of SNPJ over many years.

marketing
For the first six-month period of 2021, the Society issued 190 policies 
with a life insurance face amount of $3,561,298. The amount of life 
insurance in force is $251,151,931. There were 127 new members 
enrolled during this period, compared to 110 for the same period 
the previous year. Annuity premium was $3,689,375, compared to 
$3,374,120 for the same period in 2020.
National Sales Director David Ely continues to oversee the sales 
force. He actively recruits and trains new agents and agencies on 
our products, getting them acclimated with SNPJ. He writes the 
regular insurance column in PRoSvETA, “We’ve Got You Covered.”
Marketing Manager Gina Wise has enhanced SNPJ’s social me-
dia presence during the past year. She has consistently posted 
information about life insurance, Slovenia and heritage, as well as 
promoted SNPJ events and activities. This has helped with member 
engagement and public awareness.
Effective for 2021 was a valuation interest rate change that prompted 
another premium rate pricing change. The product sales guide was 
updated once again to reflect the changes. Another project for this 
year, led by National Secretary Karen Pintar, working with actuary 
Joseph Steimla, is the change in the nonforfeiture interest rates 
effective for 2022 which also affects insurance products.
During this period, the Sales Department introduced an e-app op-
tion for use by our agents. Sales Director David Ely worked with 
DocuSign, which offered a model used by insurers to help bring this 
to SNPJ. Gina Wise did an excellent job implementing the e-app for 
our insurance and annuity applications in a number of states. She 
also set up a simple training process that both she and David utilize 
for training agents. This will help streamline the application process 
by limiting the number of not in good order (incomplete) applications 
received. In today’s environment, many are more comfortable with 
an online option.

Fraternal department
During the first quarter of the year and prior to significant easing 
of restrictions, decisions were made to cancel some of our events, 
which included the Winter Classic Bowling Tournament, the National 
Bowling Tournament and Slovenefest.
After delaying the decision, it was decided in June to go ahead 
with the Young Adult Conference for a July weekend. The Heritage 
Weekend was also delayed until August.
In June I initiated a conference call meeting with the SNPJ Athletic 
Board to discuss upcoming potential activities. This was a very 
productive meeting with an enthusiastic group of Athletic Board 
members. Plans were set for the Heritage Weekend balina tourna-
ment, and the National Golf, Balina and Bean Bag Toss tournaments 
with Athletic Board members taking charge. Plans were also started 
for resuming the Fall Classic Bowling Tournament.

Publications
The SNPJ news source, the PRoSvETA publication, is designed 
and managed by Editor Jay Sedmak. While still printed and mailed 
monthly, PRoSvETA is also available online. Many members have 
chosen to receive e-mail notification of the monthly online issue 
instead of receiving printed copies by mail. We certainly appreciate 
all the contributions from our scribes who promote and report on 
SNPJ activities and events in their respective areas.
Prior to the cancellation of Slovenefest 2021 in March, Jay com-
pleted the preliminary promotional work for the festival, updating the 
Slovenefest website and press releases, designing the gate flyers 
and new boulevard banners, and completing the flyers and forms 
for the “Make It, Bake It, Grow It” crafters bazaar.
During this period, Jay completed the SNPJ Product & Sales Guide 
for 2021, working with National Secretary/Coo Karen Pintar to update 
the rates for the permanent life insurance plans, and coordinating 
with the Marketing Department to refresh the design. The 2021 
Sales Guides were printed and distributed to the Society’s sales 
agents in April.
He also worked with National Secretary Pintar to update the California 
term life application which was required to complete the term product 
filing in California, and with Heritage Center Director Kathy Paulenich 
to design a promotional flyer for Slovene Heritage Weekend.
The five websites (snpj.org, snpjrec.com, alpineroom.com, slovene-
fest.com and snpjheritage.org), all designed on the WordPress 
platform, continue to be hosted and supported by 3Seed Market-
ing, Design & Interactive. Jay updates and revises the sites on a 
regular basis.

SLoVENIA
Consul General of the Republic of Slovenia Alenka Jerak visited the 

SNPJ Slovenian Heritage Center at the SNPJ Recreation Center in 
May. The Consul General was very impressed with the museum. 
She also met with the Heritage Center Committee to discuss SNPJ 
event plans for the 30th anniversary of Slovenia’s independence. 
The Consul General is involved with planning a number of these 
celebrations in several states. Minister for Slovenians Abroad Dr. 
Helena Jaklitsch will be attending these events.
Slovenia declared its independence on June 25, 1991. That was 
my first year in office. The SNPJ Executive Committee immediately 
issued a statement of support and faxed letters to the White House, 
State Department and congressional leaders urging recognition of 
Slovenia’s independence; a hotline and Western Union telegram 
were set up for our members to do the same. The United Americans 
for Slovenia was formed, which SNPJ was part of, to encourage 
recognition. U.S. recognition finally came in April 1992.
The Consul General helped to arrange an interview about SNPJ 
efforts in the campaign to gain U.S. recognition of Slovenia’s inde-
pendence 30 years ago. I was interviewed at our Heritage Center 
in May by Andrej Stopar, the RTv Slovenia U.S. correspondent 
stationed in Washington, D.C. He put together a documentary that 
included a number of interviews of people present 30 years ago that 
was posted through the Consul General’s social media page and 
appeared on Slovenian television and radio. I was happy to be part 
of this documentary which included SNPJ’s historic contribution.

Fraternal Industry
SNPJ maintains updated knowledge of the fraternal industry through 
the network of local, state and national trade association affiliates. 
The Executive Committee participates with the Fraternal Societies 
of Greater Pittsburgh (FSGP), the Pennsylvania Fraternal Alliance 
(PFA), and the American Fraternal Alliance (the Alliance), although 
this has continued to be virtual during this period. The Alliance 
continues to offer a number of virtual webinars throughout the year.
Last year SNPJ began active membership in the Life Insurance 
Council (LIC), which is a council of LoMA. LIC is an organization 
that provides a forum for senior-level life insurance executives of 
small to mid-size companies serving the modest to middle income 
market. There are a number of “fraternal” members. I have par-
ticipated in some of the webinars and conference calls during this 
period, including the CEo Forum, LIC Annual Meeting, and Annuity 
Meeting. These were are well attended, supported by the Alliance, 
and very informative.

Conclusion
The SNPJ management and staff have done a commendable job 
during this period as we are challenged by the pandemic. They 
have continuously worked hard to keep the Home office operational 
without interruption.
Executive Assistant Peggy Cushman does a great job supporting 
the executive officers while completing her regular duties and proj-
ects. She has also been very valuable in taking on additional tasks 
and responsibilities with accounting, insurance administration and 
fraternal department functions.
The dedication of our Chief operations officer (Coo) and Chief 
Financial officer (CFo) are certainly invaluable for the Society. 
National Secretary/Coo Karen Pintar and National Treasurer/CFo 
Robert Lawrence continue to do an excellent job for the SNPJ. 
Each takes on the work necessary to keep the Society functional 
and moving forward.
The Board has been exceptionally supportive and understanding 
during this period. There have been some challenging consider-
ations that the pandemic has dealt us which the Board has handled 
admirably. May our decisions and actions continue to be in the best 
interest and welfare of the SNPJ.
Fraternally,

JoSEPH C. EVANISH, FLMI
National President/CEO

Wednesday, June 16, 2021:
The meeting was called to order at 5 p.m. by President Joseph 
EvANISH with all 14 National Board members in attendance.
The minutes from the June 9, 2021, National Board conference call 
were approved on a motion by Bro. Roger CLIFFoRD, second by 
Bro. Rick HERvoL.
Motion by Sis. Tracey ANDERSoN, second by Bro. Fred MLAKAR, 
that the Board go into Executive Session for discussion. Motion 
approved.
The Board comes out of Executive Session on a motion by Bro. 
HERvoL, second by Sis. Joanna BAKER. Motion approved.
Motion by Sis. Tina RIGLER, second by Sis. ANDERSoN, to hold 
the next National Board conference call on June 22, 2021, at 5:15 
p.m. Motion approved.
Motion by Bro. HERvoL, second by Sis. BAKER, to adjourn at 6:28 
p.m. Motion approved.
Respectfully submitted,

kAREN A. PINtAR, FLMI, CCP, AIAA
National Secretary/COO

tuesday, June 22, 2021:
The meeting was called to order at 5:15 p.m. by President Joseph 
EvANISH with all 14 National Board members in attendance.
President EvANISH states that with no objection, the National Board 
will go into Executive Session. There are no objections.
President EvANISH states that with no objection, the National Board 
will come out of Executive Session, and there are no objections.
A motion is made by Sis. Tina RIGLER, second by Sis. Tracey 
ANDERSoN, to hold the next National Board conference call on 
July 8, 2021, at 5:15 p.m.
The meeting is adjourned at 6:20 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

kAREN A. PINtAR, FLMI, CCP, AIAA
National Secretary/COO

thursday, July 8, 2021:
The meeting was called to order at 5:15 p.m. by President EvANISH. 
All National Board members are in attendance.
Joining our meeting is Society independent auditor Leo Hannah, 
attorney Chris Nowotarski, and Society actuary Joseph Steimla.
A motion is made to approve the minutes from the June 16 and June 
22, 2021, National Board conference call meetings by Bro. Roger 
CLIFFoRD, second by Bro. Jim CURL. Motion approved.
A motion is made by Bro. CLIFFoRD to go into Executive Session, 
second by Bro. Ken ZAKRAYSEK. Motion approved.
The Board comes out of Executive Session with no objections.
President EvANISH states that a call for candidates for Region 1 
vice President is in PRoSvETA and the National Board will meet 
to elect this position via conference call on Aug. 4, 2021, at 1 p.m.
President EvANISH reports on the 30th Anniversary of Indepen-
dent Slovenia banquet that will be held Sept. 17, 2021, at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center.
A motion is made by Bro. Fred MLAKAR, second by Sis. Joanna 
BAKER, to encourage our members through PRoSvETA to get 
vaccinated. Discussion by Bro. Don SRNICK. Motion approved.
A motion to adjourn at 5:45 p.m. by Bro. CLIFFoRD, second by Bro. 
Rick HERvoL. Motion approved.
Respectfully submitted,

kAREN A. PINtAR, FLMI, CCP, AIAA
National Secretary/COO

Wednesday, Aug. 4, 2021:
The meeting was called to order at 1 p.m. by President EvANISH 
with all National Board members present, with the exception of Bro. 
vincent BASELJ, who has an excused absence.
A motion is made by Bro. Roger CLIFFoRD, second by Bro. Ken 
ANDERSoN, to approve the minutes from the July 8, 2021, National 
Board conference call meeting. Motion approved.
President EvANISH states that we are meeting to vote for a member 
to fill the vacant position of Region 1 vice President.
The Board votes through e-mail to the Society’s independent auditor. 
The results of the vote are as follows:
 Maury Sinan ..............11
 Evelyn Dimpfl .............. 2
President EvANISH proclaims that Maury Sinan has been elected 
Region 1 vice President to the SNPJ National Board.
President EvANISH reminds everyone about the 30th Anniversary 
of Independent Slovenia banquet that will be held Sept. 17, 2021, at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center.
The next meeting will be the semiannual meeting of the SNPJ 
National Board that will be held Sept. 17, 2021.
Motion to adjourn at 1:25 p.m. by Bro. CLIFFoRD, second by Bro. 
Rick HERvoL. Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

kAREN A. PINtAR, FLMI, CCP, AIAA
National Secretary/COO

Friday, Sept. 17, 2021:
The meeting was called to order at 9 a.m. by President Joseph 
EvANISH with 15 National Board members and one Young Adult 
Representative present.
President EvANISH welcomes Sis. Alyssa Urban as the Young 
Adult Representative to the National Board.
With no objections, President EvANISH appoints Bro. Fred MLAKAR 
and Sis. Tracey ANDERSoN as vice chairpersons for the meeting.
President EvANISH installs newly elected Region 1 vice President 
Bro. Maury Sinan as a National Board member.
A moment of silence is held for all deceased members since the 
last meeting.
With no objections, the timing of sessions was approved as 9 a.m. 
until 5 p.m. today with lunch from approximately 12:30 to 1 p.m.
With no objections, the order of Business was approved as presented.

A motion is made by Sis. Tina RIGLER, second by Bro. Ken AN-
DERSoN, to approve the minutes from the Aug. 4, 2021, conference 
call of the Board. Motion approved.
With no objections, approval is given to receive all reports.

National President’s Report
President EvANISH highlights his report, stating that sales are up 
slightly; reported a promotion for Gina Wise to Marketing Manager; 
states that Facebook posting has increased on the Society page; 
implemented the electronic application through DocuSign; reports 
he will be focusing on a part-time Fraternal Director position in the 
next quarter; and reports on the events for the 30th anniversary of 
Slovenia’s independence.
Motion by Bro. Rick HERvoL, second by Bro. Ken ZAKRAYSEK, 
to approve the report. Motion approved.

National Secretary’s Report
for the period ended June 30, 2021
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters, and welcome to the semi-
annual meeting of the SNPJ National Board. The following report 
relates to the activities and business conducted through the office of 
the National Secretary for the period of Jan. 1 through June 30, 2021.

SNPJ Home office
Personnel
At the end of June 2021, we employ 12 full-time employees, including 
the Executive Committee, and one part-time employee.  
Insurance Administration
This department continues to handle the day-to-day operations of 
a life insurance and annuity company. With the easing of the pan-
demic restrictions, we will begin the process of hiring two part-time 
individuals for this area.
During this period, this area also worked on providing information 
for an audit conducted by Heritage Life as the reinsurer of a portion 
of our annuity block of business.
Information technology
We continue to work with our IT consultant on reporting for the 
annuity block of business that was reinsured through Heritage Life.
our managed services provider has completed the upgrade to our 
servers that will allow us to transition into the next step of updating 
our operating system, and ultimately the switch to office 365 for 
Windows and then the upgrade to outlook for all office e-mail for 
all employees.
Product Filings
our IT consultant and I have begun the process of changing all 



4 PROSVETA
November 1, 2021 snpj.org • prosveta@snpj.com

NAtIoNAL SECREtARY’S REPoRt
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

NAtIoNAL SECREtARY’S REPoRt
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

FINANCE CommIttEE REPoRt
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

AUdIt CommIttEE REPoRt
CONTINUES NEXT PAGE

SEE FINANCIAL SUmmARIES
ON PAGE 6

National treasurer’s Report
September 2021
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters. During the first six months 
of 2021, assets increased $2.1 million from year end 2020 to total 
$124,332,304 as of June 30, 2021. Fixed income securities and 
cash, totaling $118,840,180, represent 97 percent of the Society’s 
total invested assets. Real estate holdings, including the Home 
office and the SNPJ Recreation Center, represent two percent 
of invested assets. The remaining one percent of the Society’s 
invested assets is comprised of certificate loans, mortgages, and 
other invested assets.
The annuity reinsurance transaction that was effective in December 
2020 had an impact on several areas of the financial statement, 
especially when comparing 2021 figures to 2020 amounts. Key 
impacted areas are investment income, annuity benefits paid, and 
expense allowance on reinsurance ceded. These areas will show 
significant change when compared to the previous year.
Net income from operations before refunds and realized capital 
gains and losses was a gain of $221,600 for the period ending 
June 30, 2021. Life and annuity premium income in the amount of 
$4,442,620 is an increase of $309,451, or seven percent, over the 
same period in 2020. Annuity considerations increased nine percent 
and life premiums increased slightly, one percent, over the first six 
months of 2020.
Net investment income decreased $1,841,743, or -41 percent, from 
the same period in 2020. The decrease is a result of the reduction 
in the overall assets due to the annuity reinsurance transaction in 
December 2020. The investment portfolio book yield as of June 
30, 2021, is 4.58 percent compared to 4.43 percent at June 30, 
2020. This increase in yield over last year is also a result of the 
annuity reinsurance transaction. Wellington Asset Management 
implemented a bond sales program to fund the transaction that 
sold bonds with an overall yield that was significantly less than the 
portfolio yield at that time.
overall benefit claims, in the amount of $4 million, decreased 25 
percent from the same period in 2020. Annuity benefit claims de-
creased 33 percent from the same period in 2020, going from $4.2 
million in 2020 to $2.8 million as of June 30, 2021. The four percent 
and three percent guarantee rate annuities are now reinsured, and 
those claims are not reflected in the benefit claim amounts going 
forward. Death benefit payments increased slightly, $17,548, from 
the prior year to total $934,412 as of June 30. General and fraternal 
expenses decreased 7.6 percent, or $87,169, compared to the same 
period in 2020. Reductions in IT expense and SNPJ Recreation 
Center funding expense resulted in the decrease.
Surplus increased $83,756 from year end 2020 to total $12,018,057 
as of June 30, 2021.
Following are comparative financial statements and a summary of 
investment transactions for the period.
Respectfully submitted,

RobERt J. LAWRENCE
National Treasurer/CFO

Summary of Investments Purchased
from Jan. 1 through June 30, 2021: 
  Par
Name & description Cost Value
Bond Purchases 1/1-6/30 $4,651,800 $4,210,000
Mortgages Granted 0 0
Total Purchases 1-1-21 through 6-30-21 $4,651,800 $4,210,000

Summary of Investments disposed of
from Jan. 1 through June 30, 2021:
 Consider- Par book
Name & description                    ation         Value         Value    
Bonds Disposals 1/1 - 6/30 $3,177,470 $3,143,161 $3,142,434 
Principal Paydowns: Mortgage/Asset Backed 561,216 563,739 $560,642 
Principal Paydowns: Gov’t Agency 1,194,416  1,194,416  1,194,416 
Mortgage Payments 0  0  0 
Total Disposals 1-1-21 through 6-30-21  $4,933,102   $4,901,316   $4,897,492 

Finance Committee Report
Jan. 1 through June 30, 2021
Fraternal greetings and welcome to the semiannual National Board 
meeting, Brothers and Sisters of the Slovene National Benefit Society.

 June 30, 2021 dec. 31, 2020
Less than 1 Year $3,979,481 3.4% $5,592,291 4.8%
1 to 10 years 40,494,360 35.0% 42,763,167 36.9% 
10 to 20 years 37,287,353 32.3% 36,613,647 31.6% 
over 20 years 33,843,500 29.3% 30,961,888 26.7%
Total Bonds $115,604,694 100.0% $115,930,993 100.0%

   Percent
 market Statement of total Yield 
Corporate Bonds $97,789,891 $77,165,133 63.02% 4.62%
Taxable Municipal 33,485,998 28,075,984 22.93% 4.75%
Agency CMBS 4,455,066 3,200,048 2.61% 4.19%
Commercial MBS 3,390,803 3,210,137 2.62% 4.33%
Agency CMos 2,550,326 2,294,453 1.87% 4.57%
Non-Agency CMos 787,673 728,435 0.59% 4.50%
Agency Passthroughs 603,551 541,870 0.44% 3.89%
Asset Backed Securities 419,416 388,634 0.32% 4.60%
Total Bonds 138,482,694 115,604,694 94.42 4.58%
Common Stock 18,368 18,368 0.02% 1.50%
other Assets 740,388 578,606 0.47% 6.06%
Mortgages 282,984 282,984 0.23% 2.75%
Real Estate 2,015,032 2,015,032 1.65% 4.70%
Cash & Certificate Loans 3,940,267 3,940,267 3.22% 2.00%
Total Invested Assets $145,479,734 $122,439.952 100.00% 4.50%

*Any difference in totals is due to rounding.

Portfolio Risk Analysis
 date duration Avg. Rating book Yield market Yield
Dec. 2016 8.33 A 4.82 3.75
Dec. 2017 8.48 A 4.75 3.51
Dec. 2018 8.11 A 4.64 4.18
Dec. 2019 8.66 A 4.51 3.11
Dec. 2020 9.44 A 4.74 2.19
June 2021 9.40 A 4.58 2.40

Wellington Management Company, LLP, continues to monitor the 
portfolio and manage the assets within the guidelines set forth by 
the Finance Committee and approved by the National Board. The 
Finance Committee works with the asset manager to determine 
appropriate risk measures for the portfolio with the goal of optimiz-
ing the portfolio yield while maintaining a high quality portfolio and 
matching the Society’s liability cash flow needs. 
While the Covid-19 pandemic continues, the U.S. Treasury yields 
remain in a historically low range. The benchmark 10-year Treasury 
rate, which was at 0.93 percent on Dec. 31, 2020, increased modestly 
to 1.45 percent on June 30, 2021. The 30-year Treasury yield was 
2.06 percent on June 30. This ultra-low interest rate environment 
continues to make it very challenging when trying to cover current 
contract guarantees without taking on excessive amounts of risk.
During the six month period, the book yield on the portfolio decreased 
from 4.74 percent as of Dec. 31 to 4.58 percent as of June 30, 2021, 
while maintaining an A weighted average quality rating. The effective 
duration of the portfolio is 9.4 years as of June 30.
Investment yields on purchases made in the first half of 2021 aver-
aged 3.48 percent. These investments had a 22-year average life 
with an average S&P credit quality of BBB+.
Below is a summary of transactions for the period of Jan. 1 to June 
30, 2021:
 Par Cost Rating Yield Avg. Life
Purchases: 1/1-6/30 $4,210,000 $4,651,800 BBB+ 3.48%  22 yrs.
 Par Consideration Gains
disposals: 1/1-6/30 $3,061,000 $3,095,309 $727

SNPJ FINANCE CommIttEE
RoGER C. CLIFFoRd, Chairman

JoSEPH C. EVANISH, Committee Member
kEN ANdERSoN, Committee Member

RICHARd HERVoL, Committee Member
RobERt J. LAWRENCE, Committee Member

of the plan codes and cash value factor files as state filings must 
once again be completed due to the interest rate change under 
the Standard Nonforfeiture Law, which becomes effective with any 
policy issued after Jan. 1, 2022.
I will begin the filings again to all states once the work to our insurance 
administration system is completed. The illustration program used will 
also need to be changed to institute these new non-forfeiture factors.

Lodges & Lodge Secretaries
As of June 30, 2021, we have 80 Lodges.
top Five Lodges in New members as of June 30, 2021:
 Lodge No. City/State New Members
 584 Milwaukee 15
 31 Sharon, Pa. 13
 106 Imperial, Pa. 11
 603 Samsula, Fla. 11
 158 Euclid, ohio 8
Lodge & Secretary Awards
These awards are paid to Lodges that submit the Election of officers 
Report and the Lodge Certification and verification Forms, the Audit 
Report, and the Report of Local Unit Activity by the required deadlines.
Awards paid (including those paid after June 30, 2021):
 Lodge Awards .....................$27,877
 Secretary Awards ................$21,114
 Total Awards ...................... $48,991

membership
membership Count
on Jan. 1, 2021, the active membership of the Society is:
 Adult ....................27,976
 Youth .................... 2,006
 Total .................... 29,982
Membership declined for the first six-month period by 326 members.
membership Statistics
Members as of Jan. 1, 2021 ..............................................29,982
 Increase by:
  New Members ........................................127
  Reinstate ....................................................6
  Total Increase .........................................133
 Decrease by:
  Deaths ....................................................261
  Cash Surrender ........................................88
  Expired .....................................................40
  Canceled ..................................................23
  Lapsed ......................................................10
  Matured ......................................................7
  Suspended - Pending Maturity .................. 9
  Suspended - Pending Death ................... 21
  Total Decrease .......................................459
Members as of June 30, 2021 ...........................................29,656

Insurance In Force
Life Insurance
As of June 30, 2021, we have 32,580 life insurance policies repre-
senting $251,151,931 of life insurance in force.
Policies on Jan. 1, 2021 ....................................................32,960
 Increase by:
  Issued and Paid ......................................123
  Reinstatement ............................................5
  Total Increase .........................................128
 Decrease by:
  Deaths .................................................... 311
  Cash Surrenders ......................................97
  Canceled ..................................................15
  Expired .....................................................39
  Matured ....................................................32
  Lapse ........................................................14
  Total Decrease .......................................508
Policies as of June 30, 2021 .............................................32,580

Annuities
As of June 30, 2021, we have 4,001 annuity contracts representing 
a fund balance of $150,173,779.
Annuities on Jan. 1, 2021 ....................................................4,039
 Increase by:
  Issued and Paid ........................................67
  Total Increase ...........................................67
 Decrease by:
  Deaths ......................................................51
  Cash Surrender ........................................54
     Total Decrease .......................................105
Annuities on June 30, 2021 .................................................4,001

Accident & Health
As of June 30, 2021, we have 2,750 A&H policies remaining on 
our books.
A&H Policies on Jan. 1, 2021 ..............................................2,880
 Increase by:
  Reinstatement ............................................1
     Total Increase .............................................1
 Decrease by:
  Canceled ..................................................43
  Expired .....................................................46
  Death Claim ..............................................42
     Total Decrease .......................................131
A&H Policies as of June 30, 2021 .......................................2,750

Fraternal Activities
Slovene National Benefit Society
I continue to serve as Lodge president of SNPJ Lodge 6 and on the 
board of directors of the Sygan American Slovene Club.
There weren’t many fraternal events held in the first six months of 
the year, as most places/events were just beginning to start back up.

Fraternal Societies of Greater Pittsburgh (FSGP)
I continue to serve as secretary of the FSGP. We will begin our 
luncheons again in the fall. I did participate in the FSGP golf outing 
held in June at Seven oaks Country Club.

Pennsylvania Fraternal Alliance
I continue to serve on some committees of the Alliance and participate 
in board meetings when I am available.

Conclusion
So, it’s been a slow start to 2021 as life begins to return to somewhat 
normal. We still encourage everyone to get vaccinated and hope 

that at some point we will come out of this pandemic.
We were very sad to lose our Audit Committee chairman, Stan 
Repos, during this six-month period. Stan was a great guy, a good 
Board member, and a true fraternalist. He will be sadly missed.
Thanks to our Home office managers and our staff for the excellent 
work that they do to provide quality service to our members and 
our Lodge secretaries.
I look forward to seeing everyone in person again, and toward a 
productive Board meeting.
Fraternally,

kAREN A. PINtAR, FLMI, CCP, AIAA
National Secretary/COO

National Secretary’s Report
Sis. Karen PINTAR highlights her report by stating that the IT portion 
of the Pennsylvania Insurance Department five-year exam has been 
completed; insurance administration has been providing information 
for an audit being conducted by Heritage Life Insurance for the annuity 
block of business they are reinsuring; reports on the change to the 
interest rate for non-forfeiture factors and its impact on cash values, 
reduced paid-up insurance amounts, and extended term periods.
Motion by Bro. ANDERSoN, second by Bro. Roger CLIFFoRD, to 
approved the report. Motion approved.

National treasurer’s Report
Bro. Bob LAWRENCE highlights his report by providing the accrual 
in place for the Pennsylvania insurance examination costs; states as-
sets are up $2.1 million; liabilities up by $2 million, of which $254,000 
received from the Paycheck Protection Loan was set up as a liability 
until it is forgiven, which should be determined in the fourth quarter.  
He presents the Summary of operations and states that investment 
income is lower as it is affected by the assets sent to the annuity 
reinsurer; general and fraternal expenses are down about $87,000, 
and surplus is up $83,756 for the first six months of the year.
Motion by Sis. Joanna BAKER, second by Bro. ANDERSoN, to 
approve the report. Motion approved.

The Finance Committee continues to follow the Rules of Procedure 
approved by this Board to promote an efficient investment and 
monitoring of our Society’s funds. our bond maturity distribution at 
June 30, 2021, compared to Dec. 31, 2020, was as follows, along 
with a listing of the SNPJ portfolio by investment category:

Finance Committee Report
Finance Committee Chairman Bro. CLIFFoRD presents the report. 
Bro. LAWRENCE comments that the list of transactions of everything 
that was bought and sold can be found behind the report in the binder.
Motion by Bro. MLAKAR, second by Sis. BAKER, to approve the 
report. Motion approved.

Audit Committee Report
January- June 2021
date of Report: Sept. 16, 2021
Fraternal greetings, SNPJ Executive Committee, SNPJ National 
Board and SNPJ members. The Audit Committee met Sept. 15-16, 
2021, at the Home office. We are happy to welcome Ken Zakraysek 
to the Audit Committee.
The committee met with Leo Hannah to introduce Ken to the process 
of how we conduct oversight, and we also met with the Executive 
Committee.

Routine oversight Report Reviews
Routine oversight of invoices, checks and receipts, conflicts of inter-
est, ethics forms, credit card statements, meeting attendance, and 
new agent files were done on Sept. 15 and 16, 2021. All is in order.

Covid-19: SNPJ Home office
The office continues to operate with current CDC protocols and will 
continue to do so.

Recommended Audit Committee
Composition Charter Change
Currently reads: The Audit Committee shall consist of one (1) Chair 
and three (3) members.
Change to: The Audit Committee shall consist of one (1) Chair and 
two (2) members.

Complaints or Grievances
There were no complaints or grievances in this period.

SNPJ Financials
Covid-19 has taken a toll, but overall, everything is in order. Due to the 
re-insurance transaction earlier in the year, our RBC number looks 
good and it helped with surplus as well. As in the past, increasing 
revenue is always a priority. The SNPJ Recreation Center is doing 
much better this year (see report).

Executive Committee meeting
The IT portion of the Pennsylvania Insurance Department five-year 
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Scholarship Committee Report
September 2021
The following report covers the period of Jan. 1 through June 30, 
2021. Payment for the first installment of the 2020-2021 academic 
year included 41 awards. This group encompassed 37 Academic, 
two Regular, and two Joseph C. Umeck Jr. Activity Scholarships.
Listed below are the names of the students who received awards 
during the first six months of 2021:

Name Lodge
Caitlyn Conroy 1
Calvin Norsworthy 6
Cole Norsworthy 6
Jenna Palmer 6
Jordan Palmer 6
John Just 6
Nicholas Just 6
Colten R. Phillips 31
Melanie Pendel 33
Blake Bebar 41
Katie Jo Raspotnik 41
Austin Williams-Ayers 41
Maria Tripodis 53
Kaytee Bartley 89
Adam Raggi 89
Abbigayle Day 106
Benjamin Patosky 106
Grace Hausenfleck 120
Jessica Cadez 138
Emily Cipriani 138
Lindsey Thomas 138

Name Lodge
Robert Lawrence 138
Storie Poness 138
Izabella Lidrbauch 158
Katarina Lidrbauch 158
Troy Heatwole 174
Brendan Schmidt 225
William Deter 254
Phillip Yuhas 274
Jason Rigler 449
Laura Norrito 518
Klaudia Kovac 518
Tyler Mouthey 584
Michael Massucci 643
Kurt Seifert II 643
Naomi Fry 665
Zachary Stedeford 721
Graden Snyder 776
Madison Sinan 782
Mary Sinan 782
Jacob Fajnor 786

Scholarship Fund donation & Award History
Years donations Awards
1960-1979 ........................... $75,448.09......................$146,797.81
1980-1999 ..........................$595,765.01...................$1,185,150.00
2000-2019 ....................... $1,283,463.11.....................$937,360.00
2020-Present ......................... $6,669.31...................... $49,000.00
Totals ...............................$1,961,345.52...................$2,319,107.81

Scholarship Fund Financial Report
 Beginning Balance (as of Jan. 1, 2021) ..... $596,185.31
 Donations .......................................................$2,055.00
  Investment & other Income ...................... $7,828.65
 Total Income ..................................................$9,883.65
 Awards .........................................................$16,000.00
  Investment & other Expense .................... $8,757.73
 Total Expenses .............................................$24,757.73
 Ending Balance (as of June 30, 2021) ....... $581,311.23

We continue to receive donations from our members as honors 
and memorials to their loved ones. We are most appreciative 
for all contributions. We extend our sincere thanks to all who 

Region 1 Vice President’s Report
Fraternal greetings, members of the SNPJ National Board. This 
report covers the period Jan. 1 through June 30, 2021.
During the above stated time frame, I participated in the March 2021 
National Board conference call meeting and all other conference 
call meetings as scheduled.
As of June 30, 2021, there are 20 Lodges with 7,067 members 
comprised of 6,631 adult and 436 youth members in Region 1. 
There were 14 new members, 11 adult and three youth, in the first 
six months of 2021. A total of eight Lodges produced at least one 
new member, with Lodge 782 of Glenshaw, Pa., the most productive 
with three adults.
At this point in time, the easing of Covid-19 pandemic restrictions 
has permitted Lodges to return to in-person meetings, hold fraternal 
and fund-raising events, awards presentations, picnics, etc. Lodge 
581 in St. Mary’s, Pa., comes to mind as they have been able to 
do all of the aforementioned activities. Hopefully through continued 
population vaccination and other prescribed protections, we will be 
able to live our lives as normal again.
As a result of the May 2021 call for candidates for the vacant National 
Board Audit Committee position, I submitted my resume for the 
position as meeting the required qualifications as set forth. During 
the June 9, 2021, National Board conference call meeting, I was 
elected in accordance with the SNPJ Bylaws to fill the remainder 
of the term which expires Dec. 31, 2022. A new Region 1 vice 
President will be elected by the National Board in accordance with 
the Society’s Bylaws after the call for candidates is published in the 
July 2021 issue of PRoSvETA.
on Saturday, Sept. 18, 2021, SNPJ Heritage Center Committee 
members are scheduled to bring their traveling display and items 
from the gift shop to the sixth annual Johnstown Slavic Festival to be 
held at the Heritage Discovery Center, 601 6th Ave. in Johnstown, 
Pa. The event includes crafts, vendors, speakers, music, food, 
beverages, and a nut roll/potica baking contest. Conemaugh valley 
Federation Lodges and members contribute financial support in 
order that the event can continue to be held.
Fraternally,

kENNEtH J. zAkRAYSEk
Region 1 Vice President

Region 2 Vice President’s Report
Jan. 1 through June 30, 2021
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters of the SNPJ National 
Board. I continue to serve as Region 2 vice President, remain as 
secretary/treasurer of SNPJ Lodge 6 in Sygan, Pa., and serve as 
an Honorary Member of the SNPJ Recreation Center Committee.
The year started out slowly for our Lodges in Region 2. Those with 
halls and clubs have resumed activities as they were permitted to 
do so. Lodge 6 has dart leagues, bar bingos and open bowling; 
Lodge 138 has balina leagues, bar bingos and open bowling. There 
were a couple of music events sponsored by Lodges 6 and 138. 
In March, SNPJ Lodge 89 had a bike run to raise money to donate 
to Wounded Warriors Foundation, and all Lodges have resumed 
meetings in some capacity.
The Winter Classic Bowling Tournament normally held in February 
was canceled again this year.
I attended the March 26, 2021, National Board meeting held by 
conference call, as well as the conference call Board meetings held 
on June 9, June 16 and June 22, 2021.
At the end of June, Region 2 has 15 Lodges with a total member-
ship of 7,911 adult members and 623 youth members. There were 
a total of 49 new members in Region 2 for the first six months, 
representing 32 adult members and 17 youth members. Lodge 31 
had a total of 13 new members, Lodge 106 had 11 new members, 
both Lodge 6 and Lodge 138 had six new members, Lodge 771 
had five new members, Lodge 721 had four new members, Lodge 
776 had two new members, and Lodge 33 and Lodge 89 had one 
new member each.
I look forward to a productive National Board meeting and look 
forward to seeing everyone again.
Fraternally,

JAmES L. CURL
Region 2 Vice President

Region 3 Vice President’s Report
Jan. 1 – June 30, 2021
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters of the SNPJ National Board.
Total active members of Region 3 as of June 30, 2021, is 5,939.  
There are 5,514 adults and 425 youth members.
I still attend all Lodge 158 meetings as Lodge president. our meet-
ings are held on the second Thursday of the month, every month. 
I also attend all SNPJ Farm Board meetings as vice president. our 
meetings are held the fourth Tuesday of the month, every month. I 
try to attend all Cleveland Federation meetings as a representative. 
Federation meetings are held on the fourth Monday of the month 
as scheduled.
January is when we usually have our Euclid Slovenian Men’s Club 
dinner and raffle; however, it was canceled because of Covid. our 
club is based out of Recher Hall in Euclid, ohio. We will have our 
picnic in July and a golf outing in September.
I organized a music festival and craft show on May 22, 2021, at the 
SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, ohio. It was a great success! There were 

examination is complete. There are several other sections that will 
be happening as well. The employee retention credit through the 
federal government will be applied for. other questions were answered 
satisfactorily under other headings in this report.

Lodges and membership
Membership continues to be a challenge; however, we welcome five 
new unrestricted agents. Four Lodges merged this year. Technol-
ogy has been enhanced in several ways to make interaction easier 
for agents with DocuSign. our presence on social media has been 
increased as well; Marketing Director Gina Wise’s contributions 
have been invaluable in this area. As always, exploring other options 
such as advertising are continuously being explored to increase 
membership.

SNPJ Recreation Center
Tim Jergel continued on in the SNPJ Recreation Center director 
position in light of Kevin Richards’ passing until the new director, 
David Jones, took over in August. Tim will retire. A new maintenance 
man has been hired, is currently in training, and will be taking over 
in the spring.
As discussed at the March meeting, Slovenefest was canceled this 
year due to Covid. Weddings picked up, which helped revenue, and 
new groups coming in helped as well. Cabin revenue is on track for 
2021 as budgeted. The new roof was installed on the Culkar Build-
ing, new stairs were added to the pool, and the Heritage Center 
covered the cost of installing a new HvAC system for the Heritage 
basement area. The fountain at the lake was repaired. Thank you 
to Dave and Peggy Cushman for covering that cost. Currently, the 
solar project is questionable due to township issues.

Fraternal director
The Fraternal Director position will be reduced to a part-time position, 
the hiring process scheduled to take place in the next few months.

Conclusion
The Audit Committee would like to thank the executives and Home 
office staff for their assistance during our meetings. As always, 
all documentation was provided and all questions answered sat-
isfactorily.
With Covid continuing to challenge all business, including the SNPJ, 
we would like to once again extend a special thanks to the Executive 
Committee for their hard work and dedication. Their contributions 
have been invaluable and are much appreciated.
*All items in this report are fully explained in the individual Executive 
Committee reports. Please refer to those for further details.
**All Committee members approved this report.

SNPJ AUdIt CommIttEE
JoANNA L. bAkER, Chairwoman
kENNEtH zAkRAYSEk, Member

VINCENt R. bASELJ, Member

Audit Committee Report
Audit Committee Chairwoman Sis. Joanna BAKER presents the 
report. Sis. BAKER reviews the work they did during the week with 
the Board. She also informs the Board that a change needs to be 
made to the Audit Charter to state that the committee consists of 
one chairperson and two committee members. Sis. BAKER states 
that the committee found everything to be in order.
Motion by Bro. HERvoL, second by Bro. CLIFFoRD, to approve 
the report. Motion approved.

contributed to this most worthy cause which benefits so many of 
our young adults.

SNPJ SCHoLARSHIP CommIttEE
JoSEPH C. EVANISH, Chairman

kAREN A. PINtAR
RobERt J. LAWRENCE

Scholarship Committee Report
President EvANISH presents the report. Motion by Sis. ANDERSoN, 
second by Sis. RIGLER, to approve the report. Motion approved.

Region 1 Vice President’s Report: bro. ken zakraysek
Motion by Bro. HERvoL, second by Bro. CLIFFoRD, to approve 
the report. Motion approved.

Region 2 Vice President’s Report: bro. Jim Curl
Motion by Bro. CLIFFoRD, second by Sis. BAKER, to approve the 
report. Motion approved.

16 polka bands, 50 craft vendors, and approximately 1,200 guests. 
This will be an annual event to open up our season at the SNPJ 
Farm, so mark your calendars now for May 21, 2022.
Thank you to all who were involved in making this such a great 
event: the SNPJ National Board, the bands, crafters and volunteers. 
I would also like to thank my sister, Jane Srnick Monreal, and the 
Monreal Srnick Funeral Home for their continued support of all the 
SNPJ functions that I am involved in.
In May, val Palowski hosted her first of three holiday dances on 
Memorial Day at the SNPJ Farm. It was very well attended.
June brought the first two Sunday picnic dances at the Farm. The 
first picnic was thrown by CAL (the Cleveland Athletic League) on 
June 20. Loyalites Lodge 158 hosted the second picnic on June 27, 
and we had a great crowd.
July 4 was the date of val Palowski’s second holiday dance of the 
season. Thanks go out to val for keeping polkas alive at the SNPJ 
Farm. Since Slovenefest was canceled this year, the SNPJ Farm 
decided to have a “Farm Fest.” We had a very good turnout. Thirteen 
former Miss SNPJ queens were in attendance and were recognized 
by Cleveland Federation President Joe valencic and SNPJ Farm 
President Greg volpe. There was a question-and-answer segment, 
and the former queens held their first meeting to discuss trying to 
save the Miss SNPJ Pageant. That day they formed a committee 
for further discussion. Good luck, ladies – you have my full support.
on July 18, the Polka Hall of Fame stepped up and held a Sunday 
polka dance. We were introduced to some new, upcoming polka 
bands and enjoyed many old favorites. Thank you to the Polka Hall 
of Fame for working with SNPJ to keep our Slovenian heritage going.
Closing out the first half of the year at the SNPJ Farm was the 
Spartans Lodge 576 picnic held on July 25. They are the second 
biggest Lodge in Region 3, and they always do a great job.
Congratulations to our new caretakers at the Farm, David and Jodi 
Preseren, on the arrival of their son, Lennox. They are a real asset 
to the Farm.
once again, to all Lodges in SNPJ Region 3, I’d love to attend one 
of your monthly meetings to discuss your Lodge and what we can do 
to keep our Slovenian Society going. Please call me at (440) 283-
9373. Thank you, and thanks again to my wife, Sue, for all her help.
Fraternally submitted,

doN (Srnick) SRNoVRSNIk
Region 3 Vice President

Region 3 Vice President’s Report: bro. don Srnick
Motion by Sis. RIGLER, second by Bro. MLAKAR, to approve the 
report. Motion approved.

Region 4 Vice President’s Report
Fraternal greetings. This report covers the period from Jan. 1 
through June 30, 2021.
As the Coronavirus pandemic continues on, activities within Region 
4 remain somewhat limited. Some Lodges are holding socially-
distanced, in-person meetings, while other Lodges continue to hold 
virtual meetings. Indianapolis Lodge 34 was able to host fund-raising 
dinners for the SNH in conjunction with their Lodge meetings. In 
Florida, Lodge 603 held a Kentucky Derby party and Circle 57 sold 
farm goods and hot dogs at the local village store to raise funds for 
their treasury. Melvindale Lodge 518 shared the Rick Steves “Best 
of Slovenia” travel video with its members. What a great way to 
share Slovenia’s outstanding beauty and history! Detroit-area league 
golfers hit the links weekly starting in May, as weather permitted. 
Florida SNPJ Days and the Region 4 ballgame at Jimmy John’s 
Field were not held this year.
In May, Detroit Lodge 677 paid tribute to Bro. Ken Anderson who 
has served as Lodge president for the last 50 years. Bro. Anderson 
was also recognized for his dedication and extensive service to the 
SNPJ at the national, regional and local levels over the last 60 years. 
He has served on the National Board and National Athletic Board for 
many years, chaired many bowling and golf tournaments, created 
Detroit Week at the Recreation Center, and was instrumental in 
establishing the SNPJ Northern Home. National President Joseph 
Evanish attended the Zoom meeting to thank Bro. Anderson for 
contributing to the success of our Society at all levels.
I’d like to recognize Robbie Rockwell for the fine job he did as Young 
Adult Representative to the National Board and for coordinating this 
year’s Young Adult service project; the refurbished balina courts 
look beautiful! I’m also happy to see so many former Miss SNPJs 
working diligently to keep the Miss SNPJ Pageant alive, and I wish 
them much success.
Best wishes to everyone! Please do what you can to stay healthy 
and safe as we continue through this pandemic!
Fraternally,

tRACEY L. ANdERSoN
Region 4 Vice President

Region 5 Vice President’s Report
Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Executive Committee and National 
Board, fraternal greetings! This is my report for the period of Jan. 
1 through June 30, 2021.
At the Cicero Neighbors Lodge 449 annual meeting, I was re-elected 
as secretary/treasurer. However, due to the ongoing Covid-19 pan-
demic, the Chicago District Federation did not hold any meetings 
or any events during the first sixth months of 2021, and therefore 
I am still currently the recording secretary for the Chicago District 
Federation.
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the National Board meeting was held 
through telephone conferencing on March 26, 2021. I participated in 
this phone conference where all officers’ and committee reports were 
given and approved. Young Adult Representative Robbie Rockwell 
(138) was present, and discussion was held regarding plans for the 
upcoming Young Adult Conference and regarding possible dates to 
hold the conference. Many important decisions had to be made due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic, and much discussion was held concern-
ing the effects of the pandemic and the guidelines that need to be 
followed. Board members decided to once again cancel Slovenefest 
in July due to the number of people who attend from several states 
and not being able to control social distancing.
on June 9, 2021, I participated in a follow-up board meeting through 
telephone conferencing. Further discussion was held regarding dates 
for the Young Adult Conference to be held at the end of July. I also 

Region 4 Vice President’s Report: Sis. tracey Anderson
Motion by Bro. ANDERSoN, second by Sis. RIGLER, to approve 
the report. Motion approved.
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    Increase/
description 2021 2020 (decrease)

Slovene National Benefit Society
Balance Sheet as of June 30, 2021
Assets: 6/30/2021 12/31/2020 Change
 Bonds  $115,604,694   $115,930,993   ($326,299)
 Common Stocks 18,368  18,819  (451)
 Mortgage Loans 282,984  282,984  0 
 Real Estate 2,015,032  2,064,986  (49,954)
 Cash and Short Term Investments 3,235,486  867,187  2,368,299 
 Certificate Loans 704,781  710,976  (6,194)
 other Invested Assets 578,606  580,922  (2,316)
 Investment Income Due & Accrued 1,390,201  1,399,680  (9,479)
 Premiums Due 19,293  21,612  (2,319)
 Amounts Recoverable From Reinsurer 482,056  326,877  155,179 
 EDP Equipment and Software 803  1,606  (803)
 Total Admitted Assets  $124,332,304   $122,206,641   $2,125,663 

Liabilities:   
 Reserve for Life & Annuity  $104,842,937   $102,966,823   $1,876,114 
 Reserve for Sick & operation 132,388  138,388  (6,000)
 Liability for Deposit-type Contracts 416,104  427,315  (11,211)
 Life Claims 259,046  198,489  60,557 
 Accident & Health Claims 14,913  14,913  0 
 Refund Payable 84,880  83,321  1,559 
 Premiums Received in Advance 52,158  48,796  3,362 
 Amounts Payable on Reinsurance 0  16,021  (16,021)
 Interest Maintenance Reserve (IMR) 577,803  650,221  (72,417)
 Expenses Due & Accrued 524,657  495,651  29,005 
 Unearned Investment Income 13,542  14,337  (795)
 Total Remittances & Items Not Allocated 3,335,769  3,508,127  (172,358)
 Asset valuation Reserve (AvR) 864,591  848,981  15,610 
 Write In for Liabilities 1,195,459  860,959  334,500 
 Total Liabilities 112,314,247  110,272,340  2,041,907 
 Surplus 12,018,057  11,934,301  83,756 
 Total Liabilities & Surplus  $124,332,304   $122,206,641   $2,125,663 

Cash Flow:   
 Cash in transit and in banks 12/31/2020 ........................................................................ $867,187 
 Premiums Collected Net of Reinsurance  4,449,126  
 Net Investment Income  2,733,112  
 Proceeds from Investments Sold, Matured or Repaid  4,898,790  
 Miscellaneous Income & other Cash Provided  276,242  12,357,270 
    13,224,457 
 Benefit Payments  4,145,053  
 Commissions & Expenses Paid  1,146,731  
 Cost of Investments Acquired  4,645,625  
 Refunds Paid  40,350  
 Net other Cash Applied  11,211 9,988,970 
 Cash in transit and in banks 6/30/2021 ....................................................................... $3,235,487 

Slovene National Benefit Society
Summary of Operations for the period ending June 30, 2021
description 2021 2020 Change
 Life Premium  $756,395   $748,733   $7,662 
 Annuity Considerations 3,676,821  3,374,120  302,702 
 Accident & Health Premiums 9,404  10,317  (913)
Total Premium & Annuity Considerations 4,442,620  4,133,170  309,451 
 Gross Investment Income 2,845,880  4,739,956  (1,894,076)
 Investment Expense (235,448) (287,781) 52,333 
 Net Investment Income 2,610,432  4,452,175  (1,841,743)
 Amortization of Interest Maintenance Reserve 73,719  75,908  (2,189)
 Expense Allowances on Reinsurance Ceded 190,688  0  190,688 
 Miscellaneous Income 11,050  4,956  6,094 
Total Income 7,328,509  8,666,209  (1,337,699)
 Death Benefits 934,412  916,864  17,548 
 Matured Endowments 60,798  24,749  36,049 
 Annuity Benefits 2,786,757  4,151,612  (1,364,854)
 operation, Accident & Health Benefits 10,532  9,369  1,163 
 Surrender Benefits 204,491  246,582  (42,091)
 Interest on Certificate Fund 5,244  5,299  (55)
 Increase in Life Reserves  155,485  101,611  53,874 
 Increase in Annuity Reserves  1,720,629  1,863,759  (143,130)
 Increase in Health Reserves  (6,000) (4,000) (2,000)
 Commissions 87,976  96,183  (8,207)
 General & Fraternal Expenses 1,057,993  1,145,162  (87,169)
 Insurance Taxes, Licenses & Fees 89,416  81,068  8,348 
 Increase in Loading on Uncollected Premium (824) (2,407) 1,583 
Total Expenses 7,106,910  8,635,851  (1,528,941)
Net Gain From operations Before Refunds 221,600  30,358  191,242 
Refunds to Members 41,909  40,357  1,553 
Net Gain Before Realized Capital Gain/(Loss) 179,690  (9,999) 189,689 
Net Realized Capital Gain/(Loss) 0  7,845  (7,845)
Net Income  $179,690   $(2,154)  $181,844 

Surplus Account: 6/30/2021 6/30/2020 12/31/2020
Surplus, Dec. 31, previous year  $11,934,301   $7,540,715   $7,540,715 
Net Income From operations 179,690  (2,154) 4,298,097 
Change in Net Unrealized Gains (Loss) (451) 775  61,152 
Change in Non-Admitted Assets (79,873) (79,499) (366,959)
Change in Asset valuation Reserve (15,610) (98,719) 401,296 
Net Change in Surplus for the Year 83,756  (179,597) 4,393,586 
Surplus as of Statement Date  $12,018,057   $7,361,118   $11,934,301 

Slovene National benefit Society
Detailed Financial Report for the period ending June 30, 2021
    Increase/
description 2021 2020 (decrease)
Life Premiums
 First Year Premium  $49,911   $25,695   $24,215 
 Renewal Premium 792,858  778,541  14,317 
 Single Premium 30,769  22,123  8,646 
 Refunds Applied to Paid-Up Additions 37,418  35,428  1,990 
 Less: Reinsurance Premiums Paid (154,560) (113,053) (41,507)
 Net Life Premiums 756,395  748,733  7,662 

A&H Premiums
 Sick Benefit Premium 3,879  4,316  (436)
 operation and Hospital & Recup Premium 5,525  6,001  (476)
 Total A & H Premiums 9,404  10,317  (913)

Annuity Considerations
 Annuity - First Year 2,988,689  2,556,896  431,793 
 Annuity - Renewal 650,686  767,224  (116,537)
 Deposit Administration Contract 50,000  50,000  0 
 Less: Reinsurance Premium - Annuity (12,554) 0  (12,554)
 Total Annuity Considerations 3,676,821  3,374,120  302,702 
Total Premiums & Annuity Considerations 4,442,620  4,133,170  309,451 

Gross Investment Income
 Interest on Bonds 2,778,986  4,666,074  (1,887,089)
 Dividends on Stock 0  143  (143)
 Interest on Mortgage Loans 3,413  4,842  (1,429)
 Interest on Cash and Short Term Investments 73  3,875  (3,802)
 Income on Real Estate 45,000  45,000  0 
 Income on Real Estate 3,650  4,650  (1,000)
 Interest on Certificate Loans 14,758  15,371  (613)
 Total Gross Investment Income 2,845,880  4,739,956  (1,894,076)

Less Investment Expense
 Home office: Deprec., Insur., Tax, Utility & other 60,068  65,979  (5,911)
 Rec Center Depreciation & Real Estate Expenses 35,370  35,370  0 
 Management, Custodial and Banking Fees 76,441  123,477  (47,036)
 Salaries, Benefits & Board Travel - Investment 63,569  62,955  614 
 Total Investment Expense 235,448  287,781  (52,333)
Net Investment Income 2,610,432  4,452,175  (1,841,743)
Amortization of IMR 73,719  75,908  (2,189)
Expense Allowance for Reinsurance Ceded 190,688  0  190,688 
Miscellaneous Income 11,050  4,956  6,094 
Total Income 7,328,509  8,666,209  (1,337,699)

Death Benefits
 Death Claims 944,412  916,864  27,548 
 Reinsurance Recovered (10,000) 0  (10,000)
 Total Death Benefits 934,412  916,864  17,548 
 Total Matured Endowments 60,798  24,749  36,049 

Annuity and Pension Benefits
 Pensions Paid 105,350  103,470  1,880 
 Annuity Benefits 5,712,891  4,048,142  1,664,749 
 Reinsurance Recovered on Annuity (3,031,483) 0  (3,031,483)
 Total Annuity and Pension Benefits 2,786,757  4,151,612  (1,364,854)

operation, Accident & Health
 Sick Benefit Claims 3,557  4,009  (452)
 operation Claims 6,965  5,350  1,615 
 Waiver of Assessment 10  10  0 
 Total operation, Accident & Health 10,532  9,369  1,163 

Total Surrender Benefits $204,491  $246,582  ($42,091)
Interest on Certificate or Contract Fund 5,244  5,299  (55)

Increase in Reserve for Life, A&H & Annuities
 Change in Reserves - Life 155,485  101,611  53,874 
 Change in Reserves - Annuities 1,720,629  1,863,759  (143,130)
 Change in Reserves - Accident & Health (6,000) (4,000) (2,000)
 Total Increase/(Decrease) in Reserves 1,870,114  1,961,370  (91,256)

Commissions
 Life Commissions 57,821  40,158  17,664 
 Annuity Commissions 27,930  50,896  (22,966)
 Campaign Awards 2,225  5,130  (2,905)
 Total Commissions 87,976  96,183  (8,207)

General Insurance & Fraternal Expenses
 Rent 45,000  45,000  0 
 Salaries & Wages 334,488  334,699  (212)
 Director/National Board Fees 13,425  14,700  (1,275)
 Employee Benefits 162,058  149,508  12,550 
 Employee Education Expenses 75  350  (275)
 Legal Fees and Expenses 10,089  7,537  2,552 
 Medical Examinations/Underwriting 4,248  4,369  (122)
 Actuarial and Auditing Fees 102,453  90,340  12,113 
 Travel Expenses 4,875  9,368  (4,493)
 Advertising/Promotional Items 1,870  4,574  (2,704)
 Postage and Telephone 34,695  31,822  2,872 
 office Supplies, Printing & Stationery 16,637  16,110  527 
 Computer Supplies, Equipment & Depreciation 68,538  120,339  (51,801)
 Machine Service, Repairs & Rentals 4,641  5,959  (1,318)
 Books and Periodicals 190  (35) 225 
 Bureau and Association Dues 9,618  8,860  758 
 Insurance and Surety Bonds 11,158  11,292  (135)
 Sundry General 4,671  4,748  (77)
 Donations - Charitable 750  2,450  (1,700)
 Sales Department 1,848  213  1,636 
 Publication: PRoSvETA 66,509  77,244  (10,735)
 Quadrennial Convention 24,069  21,000  3,069 
 Athletics 3,510  4,841  (1,331)
 Lodge and Secretary Awards 48,340  43,783  4,557 
 Fraternal Expense - other 84,239  136,090  (51,852)
 Total General & Fraternal Expenses 1,057,993  1,145,162  (87,169)

Insurance taxes, Licenses & Fees
 State Insurance Department Licenses and Fees 55,603  45,642  9,961 
 Employment Taxes 33,812  35,425  (1,613)
 Total Insurance Taxes, Licenses and Fees 89,416  81,068  8,348 
Increase in Loading on Uncollected Premium (824) (2,407) 1,583 
Total Expenses 7,106,910  8,635,851  (1,528,941)
Net Gain From operations Before Refunds 221,600  30,358  191,242 

Refunds to members
 Refunds Paid in Cash 4,003  4,014  (12)
 Refunds Left to Accumulate at Interest 1,140  1,239  (100)
 Refunds Applied to Paid-Up Additions 36,767  35,103  1,664 
 Total Refund to Members 41,909  40,357  1,553 
Net Gain Before Realized Capital Gain/(Loss) 179,690  (9,999) 189,689 
Total Net Realized Capital Gain or (Loss) 0  7,845  (7,845)
Net Income  $179,690   ($2,154)  $181,844 
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Region 6 Vice President’s Report
January through June 2021
Fraternal greetings from Region 6.
Pandemic restrictions continued to limit in-person activities for the 
first half of 2021. Meanwhile, safe and effective vaccinations were 
becoming increasingly available. By mid-June, Lodge 745 was 
able to safely enjoy an oakland A’s baseball game at the oakland 
stadium, and we look forward to resuming in-person meetings as 
more of our members get the vaccine.
I’m pleased to report that the City of Fontana has purchased the 
Slovene Hall with the intent of preserving and improving the historic 
property for community use, and that Sunkist Lodge 723 will continue 
to have access to it for future activities.
June 25 was the 30th anniversary of Slovenia’s declaration of inde-
pendence, which brought back memories of 1991 when I participated 
in a special meeting at the Fontana Slovene Hall. The group, which 
also included non-SNPJ members, planned a demonstration in front 
of the U.S. Federal Building in Los Angeles. I was tasked with driving 
to Los Angeles to get the demonstration permit. A few days later we 
held a rally there, complete with signs calling for official recognition 
of Slovenian sovereignty. It drew news reporters, and I was one of 
several to be interviewed. Similar demonstrations were held across 
the country. Later, I was told that news of those demonstrations 
boosted morale among Slovenians as they defended their newly-
born country from Yugoslav military attacks during the Ten-Day War.
I was deeply saddened by the passing of SNPJ Fraternal Director 
Bro. Kevin Richards, and then of Bro. Stan Repos who served on the 
National Board Audit Committee. our Society will miss their diligent 
and effective service, and I will miss their cheerful and welcoming 
presence during my visits to SNPJ headquarters and to Imperial 
Lodge 106. on behalf of Region 6, I offer sincere condolences to 
the families and friends of Stan and Kevin.
Fraternally,

FREdRICk J. mLAkAR
Region 6 Vice President

Region 5 Vice President’s Report: Sis. tina Rigler
Motion by Sis. BAKER, second by Sis. ANDERSoN, to approve the 
report. Motion approved.

Region 6 Vice President’s Report: bro. Fred mlakar
Motion by Bro. HERvoL, second by Bro. ZAKRAYSEK, to approve 
the report. Motion approved.

reported at this meeting that I will be reaching out to former Miss 
SNPJs regarding a committee to present at the next Board meeting 
why the Miss SNPJ Pageant should be reinstated. The Cleveland 
Federation FarmFest will be honoring former Miss SNPJs at the 
SNPJ Farm on July 10, and I will be present to discuss the formation 
of a committee and selection of a spokesperson to come to the next 
Board meeting in September.
Some local Lodges were still able to meet and hold activities during 
this time. Lodge 449 donated food and paper items with gift cards 
to the Ronald McDonald House to help out families. Lodge 559 held 
two food drives where members were able to donate food items.
Nominated to attend the Young Adult Conference from the Chicago 
area were John Potter, Caitlyn Conroy and Michael Potter from 
Lodge 1; Justin Rigler, Meredith Maresh, Lanie Maresh, Robert 
Rigler, Shane Miller and Jason Rigler from Lodge 449; and Kaitlyn 
Chiappetta from Lodge 559. Shane Miller, who is currently residing 
in Florida and transferred to Lodge 603, attended as a delegate from 
that Lodge. Also attending from Lodge 584 in Milwaukee were Bailey 
Phalen, Amber Schweiger and Carley Schweiger.
on May 22, 2021, I attended the Music & Craft Festival held at the 
SNPJ Farm with my family and friends. We had a great time and 
the event was well attended by around 1,000 people! Region 3 
vice President Don Srnick did a fantastic job helping to organize 
this picnic. It was nice to see so many friends I have made over the 
years from the ohio and Pennsylvania areas.
Region 5 gained a total of 21 members for the first six months of 
2021. This is a slight decrease from last year’s total. Congratulations 
to Lodge 584 in Milwaukee which was a top Lodge, gaining 15 new 
members in our region. Congratulations as well to Lodges 107, 225 
and 559 which also gained a combined total of six new members.
I encourage all of you to continue to practice safe social distancing 
and to get vaccinated. Please stay safe and healthy, and hopefully 
we will be able to resume our fraternal activities soon. This concludes 
my report for the past six months.
Fraternally,

JUStINA m. RIGLER
Region 5 Vice President

REGIoN 5 VICE PRESIdENt’S REPoRt
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

RECREAtIoN CENtER CommIttEE REPoRt
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

NAtIoNAL boARd mINUtES
CONTINUE NEXT COLUMN

SNPJ Recreation Center Committee Report
September 2021
This report covers the first six months of 2021. our key full-time 
staff members include Director Tim Jergel, operations Manager 
Sue Krispinsky, Maintenance Manager Jeff Wisneski, and secretary 
Susan Zarella. Director Jergel, our key staff members, and the part-
time and seasonal staff do a commendable job operating our facility.
During the March Board meeting it was decided to cancel Slovene-

SNPJ Recreation Center Financial Report 
as of June 30, 2021
  Revenue Expense Profit/(Loss)
Cabins $29,579 $14,868 $14,711
Events $4,596 $326 $4,270 
Dining Room $7,749 $6,890 $859 
Gostilna $16,514 $21,521 ($5,007)
Tiki Bar $10,136 $7,699 $2,437
Pool $4,130 $10,525 ($6,395)
Slovenefest ($75) $100 ($175) 
Trailer Court $134,950 $3,328 $131,622
Wedding/Banquet $121,647 $66,668 $54,979
Misc. Revenue $9,905 $770 $9,135
overhead Expenses
 Salary & Wages  $119,932 
 Utilities  $34,785 
 Real Estate Taxes  $34,651 
 Insurance  $48,608 
 Depreciation  $469
 Maintenance  $29,593 
 office & Administration  $21,197
 Major Maintenance Projects  $1,921
 Total overhead Expenses   ($291,156)
Totals   $339,131 $423,851 ($84,720)

fest for 2021. The health and safety of our members, attendees, 
performers, volunteers, and staff were of utmost concern. Serious 
consideration was given to the pre-planning logistics and work in-
volved in producing the festival, as well as the unknown restrictions.
As the spring progressed and summer approached, the easing of 
restrictions allowed for more opening of activities. Wedding recep-
tions began to be hosted, following guidelines. This has helped 
revenue. The Alpine Room updates have been very well received. 
New bookings have picked up. Sue Krispinsky has done a great 
job managing this.
The Trailer Court, cabins and pool were all opened on the normal 
schedule this spring. New stairs were added to the pool at a cost 
of $2,500. The Gostilna also opened Friday through Sunday with 
limitations on entertainment as guidelines allowed.
The Heritage Center covered the cost ($7,526) of installing a new 
HvAC unit for the Heritage basement area. The fountain at the lake 
was repaired and re-installed. The committee thanks Dave and Peggy 
Cushman for their donation covering the cost of the repair. Upon 
the maintenance manager’s recommendation, a 2017 XMark mower 
was purchased at a cost of $8,500. This will replace the existing 
XMark that is at end of life and in need of expensive repairs. The 
major roof project for the Culkar Building that was approved by the 
Board began in late June.
A second round of Payroll Protection Program funding became 
available. This was applied for during this period for the SNPJ 
Recreation Center.
It was recently announced that David Jones will be the new director. He 
began in this position the first week of August. Tim Jergel will advise 
in David’s orientation and transition; Tim will then retire on oct. 1.
Many of our members know David as the owner and manager of 
Jones Catering. In that capacity, he has been a large part of the 
success of many events and groups at the Recreation Center for 
nearly two decades. He is very familiar with the operation of the 
facility, and has worked closely with the management and staff.
There will be a new manager of Jones Catering and Jones Creations, 
which will allow David to fully focus on the SNPJ Recreation Center. 
He brings decades of business and managerial experience to this 
position.  
During Tim’s 12-year tenure, the financial picture at the Recreation 
Center improved consistently. In fact, 2019 was the best financial 
performance there since 1968. His SNPJ and Recreation Center 
experience goes back to his childhood when his family secured spot 
number one in the newly built Rec Center and trailer court in the 
1960s. During his teenage years he was part of the summer help at 
the “Campsite.” of course, for the past several years he has been 
the one hiring the summer help.
We are grateful for the valuable management that Tim Jergel pro-
vided over the past 12 years. The SNPJ Recreation Center benefited 
greatly from his dedication and service.
We are very proud of our facility and property. Everyone is encour-
aged to take advantage of our beautiful SNPJ Recreation Center 
as we continue promoting our fraternal activities and programs.

SNPJ RECREAtIoN CENtER CommIttEE
JoSEPH C. EVANISH, Committee Chairman

dAVId CUSHmAN             JERRY R. HLEbAk
CAtHY kALENItS                RoNALd CAdEz
CHRIS PEtUkAUSkAS           JoHN bASELJ

VINCENt bASELJ, honorary Member
JIm CURL, honorary Member

Recreation Center Committee Report
Motion by Bro. ANDERSoN, second by Bro. HERvoL, to recess 
as the National Board and reconvene as the Recreation Center 
Committee. Motion approved.
President EvANISH presents the report, stating that the roof on the 
main building has been completed; the committee needs to get more 
information on possible trailer court expansion as costs have gone 
up prior to asking the Board for a decision; the solar project may not 
progress as hoped; a new director, David Jones, was recently hired; 
and a new maintenance supervisor for the Recreation Center was 

also recently hired to be trained to take over the position. The gas 
lease will expire in April 2022, and it does not appear that there are 
any plans to put it into use.
Motion by Bro. ANDERSoN, second by Bro. HERvoL, to recess as 
the Recreation Center Committee and reconvene as the National 
Board. Motion approved.
Motion to approve the Recreation Center Committee report by Bro. 
HERvoL, second by Bro. ANDERSoN. Motion approved.

An election is held to fill two positions on the Recreation Center 
Committee. A tally committee consisting of Sis. Rigler and Bro. Don 
Srnick is appointed. When the tally committee returns, the results 
of the election are:
 David Skrajner .........................13
 Ron Cadez ...............................11
 Chris Petukauskas .................... 4
 Daren Fetcko ............................ 1
 Sarah Loudon ........................... 1
 Ross Snow ............................... 0
President EvANISH declares that David Skrajner has been elected 
to the committee and Ron Cadez has been re-elected to the com-
mittee. A motion is made by Sis. RIGLER, second by Bro. SRNICK, 
to destroy all ballots. Motion approved.

Young Adult Representative
Sis. Alyssa URBAN reports on the Young Adult Conference held 
at the end of July, stating that the Young Adults stained the wood 
around the balina courts, as well as the benches and other wooden 
structures at the balina courts, and did road clean-up as well. At the 
meeting held on Sunday, they had discussion on possible heritage-
oriented projects for next year, possible charity fund-raising for next 
year, getting the Young Adults more involved year-round instead of 
just once per year, possibly a quarterly virtual “get together.” The 
Young Adults started a Discord (group messaging application) and 
discussed bringing in more delegates from Lodges. They felt it was 
a very inclusive year for all Young Adults, and they missed our late 
Fraternal Director, Kevin Richards.
Discussion on the number of surrogate Young Adult delegates and 
the expansion of such by Sis. ANDERSoN, Sis. RIGLER, Bro. Maury 
SINAN, Bro. SRNICK, Sis. BAKER, and Bro. MLAKAR.

miss SNPJ Pageant
A presentation is given by a committee consisting of some former 
Miss SNPJs.
Discussion on the presentation by Sis. RIGLER, Sis. ANDERSoN, 
Bro. SRNICK, and Bro. SINAN. Motion by Sis. RIGLER, second by 
Sis. ANDERSoN, that the National Board approve the continuation 
of the Miss SNPJ Pageant in 2022. Motion approved.

General business
President EvANISH reports on the 30th anniversary celebrations 
of Slovenia’s independence and that he was interviewed at the 
Recreation Center regarding this event.

President EvANISH reported that the Executive Committee and 
the Audit Committee attended the recent luncheon of the Fraternal 
Societies of Greater Pittsburgh. At this luncheon, the FSGP deter-
mined to name the humanitarian award given out each year as the 
Kevin Richards Humanitarian of the Year Award. He also reported 
that the celebration of life held for Kevin at the Recreation Center 
was a very nice event and well attended.

Sis. RIGLER mentions listings for those members ages 13 to 17 to 
be sent to the Regional vice Presidents. This will be looked at by the 
IT Department. President EvANISH states that the National Board 
will hold a conference call toward the end of the year to discuss 
the surrogate delegate to Young Adult Conference criteria, and the 
youth programs.

President EvANISH states that the next meeting could be held 
on March 25, 2022. Motion by Bro. CLIFFoRD, second by Bro. 
ZAKRAYSEK, to hold the next National Board meeting on March 
25, 2022. Motion approved.

Motion to adjourn at noon by Bro. HERvoL, second by Sis. RIGLER. 
Motion approved.
Respectfully submitted,

kAREN A. PINtAR, FLMI, CCP, AIAA
National Secretary/COO

SNPJ National board
executive committee

JoSEPH C. EvANISH, National President/CEo
KAREN A. PINTAR, National Secretary/Coo

RoBERT J. LAWRENCE, National Treasurer/CFo
audit committee

JoANNA BAKER, Chairwoman
vINCENT BASELJ

KENNETH J. ZAKRAYSEK
finance committee

RoGER C. CLIFFoRD, Chairman 
KENNETH ANDERSoN

RICHARD HERvoL
regional vice presidents
MAURICE M. SINAN Jr., Region 1

JAMES L. CURL, Region 2
DoNALD F. SRNICK, Region 3

TRACEY ANDERSoN, Region 4
JUSTINA RIGLER, Region 5
FRED MLAKAR, Region 6

by JOE VALENCIC (5)
Cleveland-Style Polka hall of Fame

KIRTLAnd, Ohio — Nearly 
1,200 polka-lovers returned 
to the SNPJ Farm in Kirt-
land on Sept. 15 for the 17th 
annual Slovenian Sausage 
Festival hosted by the National 
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of 
Fame and Museum. Visitors 
sampled sausages from ven-
dors, voted for their favorite, 
then took to the dance floor 
for eight hours of music by 
top polka performers.

A panel of judges selected 
Hocevar’s Maple Heights Ca-

tering in Oakwood, Ohio, as 
Slovenian Sausage of the Year. 
The People’s Choice Award 
went to Bill Azman’s Quality 
Meats of Euclid, Ohio. As the 
People’s Choice, Azman’s Slo-
venian sausages will be served 
at the Polka Hall of Fame’s 
gala Thanksgiving Polka 
Weekend, scheduled Friday 
through Sunday, Nov. 26-28, 
at the Holiday Inn Cleveland 
South in Independence, Ohio.

A total of 65 musicians and 
bandleaders volunteered to 
perform for the annual fund-
raiser to benefit the Polka Hall 

of Fame.
Slovenian sausages (kranj-

ske klobase) are made with 
cured and smoked pork with 
garlic and a blend of season-
ings. The four participating 
purveyors rely on century-old 
sausage recipes handed down 
by their Slovenian grandpar-
ents. The other two vendors 
were Cleveland-based Azman 
& Sons Meat Market and Rad-
dell’s Slovenian Sausage Shop.

The jurors were Janet Po-
dolak, Food Editor of the 
News-Herald; Cleveland coun-
cilman Mike Polensek; Jane 

Srnick Monreal of Monreal 
Srnick Funerals; Randal John-
son of Molinari’s Restaurant 
in Mentor, Ohio; Greg Volpe, 
president of the SNPJ Farm; 
and 18-year-old musician T.J. 
Likovic.

The National Cleveland-
Style Polka Hall of Fame, 
located at 605 East 222nd St. 
in Euclid, Ohio, in the city’s 
historic former city hall, is 
open Wednesdays and Satur-
days from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
For more information visit 
the website, www.PolkaFame.
com, or call (216) 621- FAME.

Three generations of the hocevar family [left, front] received 
the 2021 jury prize banner during the 17th annual Slovenian 
Sausage Festival hosted by the National Cleveland-Style 
Polka hall of Fame and Museum at the SNPJ Farm.

Klobase makers take awards at PHOF 17th annual Slovenian Sausage Festival
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PRoSVEtA Crossword
Fall Fun (#1121) by StatePoint Media

ACRoSS
1. Domenikos Theotokopoulos,
 a.k.a. El _____
6. Org. striving to attain “the
 highest possible level of
 health” for all
9. Faculty member, for short
13. Rekindled
14. Western omelet ingredient
15. Trailblazer Daniel
16. Not a minor
17. Spud bud
18. Nonsense
19. *Colorful autumn attraction
21. *Popular fall decor item, pl.
23. Leave speechless
24. Thailand money
25. Belfry dweller
28. Dwarf buffalo
30. Eccentric one
35. 2nd word in fairytale?
37. Overnight lodgings
39. Marilyn Monroe’s
 given name
40. Between a trot and a gallop
41. *Pressed beverage
43. ____ Blanc
44. Type of saltwater fish
46. Like a broken horse
47. Larger-than-life
48. Sound setup
50. “CliffsNotes,” e.g.

52. Fifth note
53. Genuflecting joint
55. “____ he drove out
 of sight...”
57. *Back to what?
60. *____ weather
64. Cell dweller
65. Tokyo, pre-1868
67. Out of the way
68. Be needy
69. Sticky stuff
70. Conical dwelling
71. heidi’s shoe
72. Asian capital
73. Move furtively

doWN
1. Famous Steffi
2. Do over
3. Twelfth month of 
 Jewish year
4. Locomotive hair
5. Canadian capital
6. Cry of glee
7. *Wagon “cushion”
8. Last letter, to homer
9. Standard’s partner
10. Crucifix
11. Change for a five
12. Funny Poehler’s funny friend

15. himalayan kingdom
20. Relating to genes
22. Unit of electrical resistance
24. Boo-boo wrap
25. *Next spring’s flowers
26. To the left, on a boat
27. Safari hat
29. Fonzie: “Sit ____ ____!”
31. Top of the Capitol
32. *Fall bounty
33. Prenatal test, for short
34. *Pumpkin garden
36. Not far
38. Big rig
42. Stitch again
45. Vietnam river
49. Lennon’s widow
51. *Celebrant’s bagful
54. Lament for the dead
56. Artist’s tripod
57. Exchange for money
58. Greek muse of history
59. Before Kong
60. Any time now
61. #70 Across, alt. sp.
62. Biblical paradise
63. Stink to high heaven
64. Broadband access overseer
66. Unidentified John

the solution to puzzle #1121 will 
run in the dec. 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media

by JAMIE EVANISh
Lodge 715

BOROUgH OF SnPJ, Pa. — The roof 
on the Balinarena at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center is in need of replacement, and 
sooner than later. There has already 
been a leak this year, which was recently 
patched. I am told that if nothing is done 
soon, wood may need to be replaced in the 
near future. Besides the SNPJ National 
Balina Tournament, the Slovenian Heri-
tage Center Tournament and the Trailer 
Court Balina Tournament, the courts 
are used on a regular basis throughout 
the season.

The SNPJ young adults, led by Robbie 
Rockwell, cleaned and stained the wood 
around the courts during the Young Adult 
Conference weekend, July 23-25, this 
year. Walt Russell helped Robbie with 
the powerwashing. Walt also has been 
key to getting the courts in better shape 
this year. 

Megan and Brian Spieler did some 
additional, much-needed painting. These 
two have spent a lot more time than people 

know, powerwashing, cleaning, and just 
trying to keep the balina courts in decent 
shape over the last several years.

The cost to install a metal roof is 
$11,700, and it would be the identical roof 
that was installed on the Culkar multi-
purpose building.

Due to Covid, the Recreation Center 
struggled financially this past year. 
Therefore, I’m asking some SNPJ Lodges, 
some SNPJ Federations, the Trailer Court 
Association and individual members for 
donations toward a new roof for the balina 
courts. We are about 75 percent to our goal 
as of this writing. Thank you, so much, 
for the generous donations so far. A list 
of those who have contributed is included 
with this article.

We’ve also held some 50/50 draw-
ings to raise funds. Many thanks to the 
following people who volunteered their 
time: Amanda Progar handled both days 
of the SNPJ National Balina Tournament; 
Amy Mavrich and Peggy Cushman took 
charge of bar bingo drawing ticket sales; 
and Shirley Skowrvron took the lead, with 

Pepsi Joe Kostik’s help, during the Heri-
tage Center Balina Tournament drawing.

We are still accepting individual and 
Lodge donations. If you would like to 
donate to this worthy cause, please make 
your check payable to “SNPJ Recreation 
Center” with a note in the memo stating 
Balina Court Roof. Mail or deliver all 
checks to the Rec Center office, 270 
Martin Rd., Enon Valley, PA 16120.

The roof installation is on the contrac-
tor’s schedule for sometime after Oct. 1. 
If we receive more than enough to cover 
the cost, the rest of the money will go 
toward drainage, gutter work or any other 
maintenance or needed improvements 
to the balina courts. Your consideration 
in donating to this much-needed project 
is greatly appreciated. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact me 
directly.

Many of us, as trailer owners, have 
the opportunity to enjoy the balina courts 
all summer. We love it. It’s a part of our 
heritage and provides a place that helps 
keep that fraternal flame burning in SNPJ. 

Donations fund a new roof for the SNPJ Recreation Center Balinarena
Many thanks to the following 
Balinarena roof contributors (to date): 
Bob Russ	•	SNPJ Lodge 33, Ambridge, Pa.	•	
SNPJ Lodge 782, Glenshaw, Pa.	•	Conemaugh Valley 
Federation of SNPJ Lodges	•	Joe & Joanne Vasilko	•	
Evelyn Dimpfl	•	Ann Evanish	•	Patti & Jamie Evanish	•	
Karen, Alyssa & Trevor Urban	•	Barry & Shirley 
Skowvron	•	Amy Mavrich	•	heritage Center Balina 
Tournament 50/50 Drawing	•	SNPJ Lodge 776, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa.	•	Ed & henrietta Snyder	•	Slovene Federa-
tion of SNPJ Lodges of Western Pa.	•	Joseph Evanish	•	
Ron Cadez	•	Vincent Baselj	•	National SNPJ Days 50/50 
Drawing-Saturday	•	National SNPJ Days 50/50 Drawing-
Sunday	•	SNPJ Lodge 643, Girard, Ohio	•	SNPJ Lodge 
715, Universal, Pa.	•	Peggy & Dave Cushman	•	
Gostilna Bar Bingo Drawing •	Dave & Kathy Skrajner	•	
Tom & Tamme Vehar	•	Becky & Gene Nipple (in memory 
of harry & Mary Knaus)	•	Rowland & Joyce hudson 
(in memory of Sonny Jurkowski)	•	Reggie & Pam hudson 
(in memory of Sonny Jurkowski)

BOROUgH OF SnPJ, 
Pa. — Bro. Harry J. Bo-
ben, a member of Lodge 
776, outlived the life of 
his SNPJ insurance policy 
in September 2021 and has now joined the ranks of the 
Society’s Honorary Members. He writes: 

“I was born on Oct. 9, 1925, in a little mining town in 
Pennsylvania called Claytonia. I had five brothers. We 
went to a one-room school building where we had to walk 
about a mile each way every school day. I attended high 
school in West Sunbury, Pa. The high school was a four-
mile walk each way.

“After graduating from high school, I joined the Air 
Force and did my training at Miami Beach, Fla. After that, 
I went through gunnery school. When I finished, I was 
assigned to a crew on a B-24 bomber. Our crew trained in 
Boise, Idaho, and then was sent to England. After flying 
some missions over Germany, our crew was sent back to 
the U.S. for more training on the B-29. We had just finished 
that training, and the war was over. I was then sent to a base 
in New Jersey and was discharged.

“I came home and got a job at the limestone mine mak-
ing 99 cents per hour, and also helped my brother at SNPJ 
Lodge 585, which was later merged with Lodge 776. Later, 
I became a bricklayer out of Local 9 and eventually became 
a supervisor for BMI, Inc., a company that did refractory 
work in steel mills.

“Age has given me a few challenges. I had to have my left 
leg amputated, but I am still getting around with a walker.

“My wife, Helen, and I have been married for 74 years. 
We have two sons and a daughter, six grandchildren, and 
four great-grandchildren.” 

On behalf of the members of Lodge 776 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we extend best wishes to Bro. 
Boben for continued health and happiness.

Lodge 776
member an 
Air Force 
veteran

Bro. hARRy J. BOBEN (776) 

Outlived Members
best wishes to our

by TERRy MESSNER
Lodge 106

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Holiday 
greetings from Imperial Lodge 
106! 

Bar bingo is back, and 
we play the first and third 
Thursdays of the month. Early 
bird games start at 6:30 p.m., 
regular games start at 7. The 
games are usually finished by 
9:30 p.m.

Stop by the club on Tuesday 
nights to see Miss Hannah, sign 
the weekly book, and play some 
of your favorite songs for free 
on the jukebox. 

We also have some fabulous 
musical events planned in the 
next couple of months. Polka 

Classics will be performing 
in the Lodge 106 clubroom 
on Saturday, Nov. 6, from 7 to 
10 p.m.; DJ Johnny Fever will 
be hosting karaoke on Friday, 
Nov. 12, from 8 to 11 p.m.; 
and Shades of Time will be 
performing in the clubroom 
on Saturday, Nov. 20, from 8 
to 11 p.m. 

The SNPJ Lodge 106 club-
room will once again serve 
as a drop-off location for the 
Marine Corps Reserves Toys 
for Tots Program. Please drop 
off new, unwrapped toys in 
our clubroom during regular 
business hours. You may also 
drop off your donation in the 
lobby at the SNPJ Home Office 

across the driveway. 
The first euchre tournament 

was played Oct. 24 and will 
continue every other Sunday 
afternoon starting at 2 p.m. 
The entry fee is $11.

In December, we’ll wel-
come the Breakdown Band to 
the clubroom on Friday, Dec. 
3, from 8 to 11 p.m. Back by 
popular demand, the Dick 
Tady Orchestra is hosting a 
Christmas polka dance in the 
Imperial Room at SNPJ Lodge 
106 on Sunday, Dec. 5, from 
2 to 6 p.m.

The Lodge 106 children’s 
Christmas party is tentatively 
scheduled for Sunday, Dec. 
12, from 1 to 3 p.m., so please 

call closer to that date for more 
information. The Lodge 106 
adult member Christmas party 
will be held Saturday, Dec. 
18, from 4 to 8 p.m. with DJ 
85 playing all of your favorite 
Christmas classics. Food will 
be available, and prize draw-
ings are planned throughout 
the evening.

Come ring in the new year 
at SNPJ Lodge 106 on New 
Year’s Eve. We’re offering  
free jukebox, a champagne 
toast at midnight, and pork and 
sauerkraut.

Keep track of all SNPJ 
Lodge 106 activities by liking 
us on Facebook. We hope to 
see you soon!

The holidays just around the corner for Lodge 106

Girard Lodge 643 preparing for the holiday season
by KAThLEEN SEIFERT

Lodge 643 Secretary

gIRARd, Ohio — On Sept. 
19, Golden Eagles Lodge 643 
held our Golden Eagles an-
nual polka dance. The Frank 
Stanger Hall of Fame Band 
came to fill the night with joy 
and music for us at the Roll-
ing Mills Lounge (the former 
Kuzman’s Lounge), and joy-
ful it was! All of the dancers 
and everyone in the audience 
greatly enjoyed the music and 
the fun times we had. We 
thank the Frank Stanger Hall 
of Fame Band for their great 
performance.

Golden Eagles Lodge 643 
and Youth Circle 7 members 
are ramping up plans for their 
annual combined Christmas 
party, scheduled for Saturday, 
Dec. 11. The staff at Amen 
Corner will be decorating 

The Frank Stanger hall of Fame Band performed for the 
SNPJ Golden Eagles Lodge 643 annual Fall Dance held at 
Rolling Mills Lounge in September.

their party room and fireplace 
with green, red and all of their 
holiday trimmings, as well 
as displaying their beautiful 
Christmas tree.

We will hold a brief Lodge 
meeting at 5 p.m. to go over 
our bylaws and elect officers. 
The Christmas party will be 
held after the meeting, starting 
with cocktails, and dinner will 
be served at 6.

As in the past, we hope 
to have button box and ac-
cordion music, complements 
of our members, to add to 
the festive occasion. We will 
enjoy a three-course dinner, 
the cost of which will be $20 
for non-members. A cash bar 
will also be available in the 
party room.

Please submit your reserva-
tions no later than Dec. 3 to 
Ray Kovac at (330) 824-2154 

or Kathleen Seifert at (330) 
883-2513. In addition, please 
let Kathleen know the names 
of your children who plan 

to attend so Santa will have 
something special for them. 

Lodge 643 wishes everyone 
a very merry Christmas!
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DAVID C. ELy, CPIA 
SNPJ Sales Director

SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
Your loyalty with SNPJ is now being rewarded! 

Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
and open your new SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

* No fees attached to either Loyalty Annuity
* Rates not guaranteed after the first year

* 2.0% guaranteed minimum
* IRAs/Roth IRA /non-qualified eligible

Loyalty 8 Annuity
8-year surrender period

3.25% first-year guarantee rate
for new money

2.75% in years two through eight
2.50% in year nine and after

3.75% first-year guarantee rate 
for conversions of existing 

SNPJ annuities

Loyalty 5 Annuity
5-year surrender period

2.75% first-year guarantee rate
for new money

2.50% in year two and after
3.25% first-year guarantee rate 

for conversions of existing 
SNPJ annuities

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

This new, keepsake Slovenian 
cookbook, published in English, is 
available for purchase through the 
SNPJ Slovenian heritage Center

$3200 each
plus $5 shipping/handling

Name __________________________________________
Address ________________________________________
City/State/Zip ____________________________________
Email __________________________________________
Phone ____________________  Number of copies _____

Return completed order form with full payment to:
SNPJ Heritage Center • 270 martin Road • Enon Valley, PA  16120

slovenia

Make check or money order payable to SNPJ Heritage Center

Funding approved for
disaster relief equipment
LJUBLJAnA (STA) — The Slovenian 
Government Office for Development 
and European Cohesion Policy has ap-
proved that European funds be directed 
toward a project to secure equipment for 
protection, rescue and assistance in the 
event of flooding at the national, regional 
and local levels. The project secures 
funding in the amount of EUR 28 mil-
lion ($32.85 million), of which EUR 20 
million ($23.5 million) will come from 
EU cohesion funds.

“This is a record amount of European 
funds for civil protection and technical 
equipment for natural disaster re lief,” 
an office spokesperson said, adding that 
protection from natural and other disas-
ters was “a pillar of national security.”

The Civil Protection and Disaster 
Relief Administration, which will 
implement the project, will receive 40 
spe cial cargo vehicles, 164 exchangeable 
containers, and 10 high-performance 
pump units. The vehicles will cover the 
entire country to enable rapid and effec-
tive intervention, and technical support 
will be ensured for members of civil 
protection units, firefighters and other 
staff at the local level.

“The new, modern equipment will 
enable fast, safe, effective and coor-
dinated response to floods across the 
entire territory of Slovenia, and pro-
vide for greater protection of property 
and life in the event of flooding,” the 
spokesperson said.

DNA database compiled
for water organisms
LJUBLJAnA (STA) — The Slove-
nian Environment Agency (ARSO), the 
National Institute of Biology, and their 
partners in the international Eco-Alps 
Water project have created the largest 
database of DNA signa tures of water 
organisms in the Alpine region. The 
partners are also working on guidelines 
to help establish environmental policies 
to manage and protect the waters.

As part of the INTERREG Alpine 
Space program, the Eco-Alps Water 
project involves 12 partners from Slove-
nia, Italy, Austria, Germany, France and 
Switzerland. Each country participates 
with one research institute and an agency 
in charge of monitoring.

The project examined ways to im-
prove traditional monitoring methods 
to assess the ecological state of the 
en vironment, according to information 
provided by ARSO, which monitors the 
types and number of water organ isms 
to evaluate the water quality in rivers, 
lakes and the sea.

“It is the organisms living in water 
– such as algae, water plants, ground-
dwelling invertebrates and fish – which 
illustrate the state and quality of the wa-
ter, but the assessment process requires 
time, money and specialists with specific 
expertise,” an ARSO release noted.

Following the project’s closing 
conference, held in Ljubljana in early 
September, ARSO representatives said 
the project’s results are encouraging, 
yielding the largest database of DNA 
signatures of water organisms in the 
Alpine region. The partners have also 
improved international cooperation, and 
are working on guidelines and recom-
mendations for water management and 
conservation policies.

Inmates working to
learn beekeeping skills
LJUBLJAnA (STA) — The Urban 
Beekeeper Association and the Slovenian 
Prison Administration started a project 
this spring at the open ward of the prison 
in Ig as part of which inmates are be-
ing taught all about beekeeping. The 
project, dubbed “Honey Cell,” is a part 
of the European project Food Systems 
in Euro pean Cities (FoodE).

Beehives were installed this year in 
the garden of the Ig prison, a detached 
ward of the prison in Ljubljana, where 
inmates are learning all about beekeep-
ing with the support of mentors. After 
the initial theoretical train ing and hon-
eycomb preparation, the project now 
includes working with hives and colonies, 
honey pouring, and finally receiving an 
apprentice beekeeper certificate.

During the autumn-winter period, 
when the bees are dormant, the inmates 
will be involved in efforts to feed the bees 
and eliminate bee diseases, the prison 
administration wrote on its website.

Before the start of the project, the 
Urban Beekeeper Association and the 
Ljubljana Faculty of Design designed 
hive bases and prepared proposals for 
decorating them. The hives were then 
painted by the prisoners them selves.

A Slovenian chef among
the world’s top 10
LJUBLJAnA (STA) — Slovenian 
Michelin-starred chef Ana Roš from Hiša 
Franko placed seventh in the rankings of 
the world’s top chefs compiled by The 
Best Chef Awards 2021. Roš’ pastry chef, 
Maša Salopek, was named the world’s 
best pastry chef.

Roš, who is the highest-ranked female 
chef on this year’s list, climbed 11 spots 
from last year, according to The Best 
Chef Awards website.

It was Roš who first put Slovenia on 
the world culinary map, after The World’s 
Best Restaurants Academy awarded her 
the title Best Female Chef in 2017. Last 
year her restaurant, Hiša Franko, was 
the first in the country to receive two 
Michelin stars.

Adding to Hiša Franko’s success, 
Salopek, who has been with the Kobarid-
based eatery since 2018, won this year’s 
best pastry chef award. Slovenian food 
blog Open Kitchen writes that Salopek 
was responsible for “sev eral masterful 
elements of the Hiša Franko menu, es-
pecially the complex desserts.”

This year’s list features chefs from 29 
countries worldwide. Best Chef describes 
itself as “a vibrant, world community 
of passionate food lovers and a project 
dedicated to celebrating the many tal-
ented chefs who create the best food 
experiences around the world.”

The winners of the Best Chef Awards 
are selected from a list of 200 nominees, 
which includes 100 “fresh faces” and 
the Top 100 from the previous year, 
who are automatically nominated. The 
“fresh faces” are selected through the 
recommendations of food journalists, 
critics, bloggers, photographers and other 
notable people with a broad knowledge 
of fine dining.

Cavers explore Sleeping
Dinosaur system
LJUBLJAnA (STA) — Cavers from the 
Ljubljana Cave Exploration Association 
surpassed a depth of 1,000 meters (3,280 
feet) in a cave under the highland glacial 
karst area on the Kanin mountains. “The 
newly discovered cave is one of the 100 
deepest caves in the world,” said associa-
tion president Matic Di Batista.

The newly discovered cave in a system 
known as the “Abyss of the Sleeping 
Dinosaur” is also the 10th in Slo venia 
with a depth of more than 1,000 meters.

Cavers started exploring the Abyss 
in 2007, but abandoned the exploration 
when they could not find a way forward 
at a depth of 300 meters (985 feet). The 
team said that advanced lighting has now 
enabled them to explore further. In the 
four expeditions made earlier this year, 
the cavers reached a depth of 730 meters 
(2,395 feet).

Their exploration continued in mid-
September as they discovered that the 
cave goes even deeper, eventually leading 
them to a chamber at a depth of 1,040 
meters (3,412 feet).

“The cave is about two kilometers 
(1.25 miles) long. It is interesting that 
from a depth of 350 meters (1,150 feet) 
we were accompanied by a rather large 
amount of water, which disappeared 
several times and then reap peared at a 
lower depth. During the latest operation, 
we explored and measured a total of 580 
meters (1,900 feet) of new underground 
tunnels,” the cavers noted in their report.

Archaeologists discover
Butcher’s Bridge remains
LJUBLJAnA (STA) — Slovenian ar-
chaeologists made several recent finds 
along the Ljubljanica River during the 
renovation of the Zlata Ladjica (Golden 
Ship) house, including the foundations of 
the Butcher’s Bridge, which was replaced 
in the Middle Ages and is now the site 
of the Shoemaker’s Bridge.

As Martin Horvat, an archaeologist 

at the Ljubljana Museum and Galleries, 
explained, “The discovery came as no 
surprise since the Butcher’s Bridge, in 
what is now Jurčič Square, has been 
known from historical records; yet this 
is the first material evidence to prove 
its existence.”

The Butcher’s Bridge was first men-
tioned, indirectly, around 1280 when 
a piece of information appeared about 
an Old Bridge located where the Triple 
Bridge now stands. The mention of the 
Old Bridge meant that a new bridge – the 
Butcher’s Bridge – must have been built 
where the Shoemaker’s Bridge is now. 
“At first it was very prob ably fully made 
of wood, including the foundations on 
both river banks,” Horvat said.

Still, the newly discovered founda-
tions are from sometime later, probably 
the 14th century. The foundations are 
made of brick, while the bridge itself 
was likely made of wood. In the second 
half of the 19th century, the bridge was 
replaced by an iron bridge and renamed 
after Mayor Johann Nepomuk Hradecky, 
and in the 1930s the current Shoemaker’s 
Bridge, designed by architect Jože 
Plečnik, was constructed there.

The bridge’s name reflected the pri-
mary business there: butcher’s shops on 
the Butcher’s Bridge were men tioned in 
the 16th century, but were banned from 
the area at the beginning of the 17th 
century because of the smell and water 
pollution. The bridge was then occupied 
by other craftsmen, predominantly shoe 
makers, hence the name Shoemaker’s 
Bridge.

Excavations in Jurčič Square have also 
led to the discovery of the remains of Ro-
man and Medieval river banks. Earlier, 
archaeologists were surprised to discover 
remnants related to a blacksmith’s shop 
dating from the 12th century. Another 
interesting find, a large sewage pipe, 
dates from the late 17th or early 18th 
century.

The archaeologists started working 
in Jurčič Square in June to supervise the 
start of construction work. With the ex-
cavations having since been completed, 
they moved to the other side of the Zlata 
Ladjica house where they expect to come 
across more finds related to the black-
smith shops, as well as more of the river 
bank from the Middle Ages.

In the Middle Ages, one to three me-
ters (roughly three to 10 feet) of river bank 
was “acquired” by way of us ing various 
materials to narrow the river, Horvat 
explained. He also noted that this area 
– known as Breg – was once Ljubljana’s 
main port for all goods transported on 
the Ljubljanica and included all neces-
sary facilities, such as warehouses and 
customs offices, the foundations of which 
Horvat hopes will also be discovered.

Amateur cyclists can run
Tour de France route
KRAnJ (STA) — Slovenia’s amateur 
cyclists will have a shot at a Tour de 
France-like experience in 2022 when 
the L’Etape du Tour event is held in 
Kranj next September. The pinnacle 
of the festivities in and around the city 
will be the 70-kilometer (43.5-mile) and 
120-kilometer (74.5-mile) races.

L’Etape du Tour allows amateur 
cyclists to race over the same route as a 
Tour de France stage, while interna tional 
events are also held annually in various 
countries around the world.

The first L’Etape Slovenia by Tour 
de France will be held Sept. 3-4, 2022. 
In addition to the two main races, the 
event will include events for the youngest 
participants, school children, families 
and the elderly.

Aleš Hostnik, one of the event orga-
nizers, explained that the longer route, 
which has a 2,000-meter (1.24-mile) 
cumulative elevation gain, will run 
through the birth places of Slovenian 
cycling stars Tadej Pogačar (Komen da) 
and Matej Mohorič (Podblica). “The 
amateur Tour de France events involve 
24 cities in 21 countries, and Slovenia 
is now a part of this story,” he added.

Matej Mohorič, a L’Etape Slovenia 
ambassador, said that Kranj was a city 
of sport and a cycling destination. “The 
roads around here are the most beautiful 
that I’ve ever seen. This event is a great 
opportunity for the city.”

On behalf of the French organizers, 
Kevin Quinion said the L’Etape du Tour 
was a nice opportunity for amateur cy-
clists to “feel the vibe” of the Tour de 
France. “This is what we do around the 
world, and I’m happy that we can share 
this experience with people.”

The articles comprising this feature have 
been reprinted with permission from the 
Slovenian Press Agency (STA).

the following are a few recommendations for Covid-19 
survivors who plan to buy life insurance...

don’t wait: If you’ve weathered a bout of Covid-19 and 
have been considering life insurance, there’s no time like 
the present. If you’re having long-run symptoms, you might 
want to move sooner rather than later in terms of shopping 
for a new policy. Expect to see some meaningful shifts in 
insurers’ models and methodology next year – by then we 
will have had almost two annual cycles of Covid infections 
to study. If data from those cycles suggests people who 
have had Covid-19 face a greater mortality risk, it could 
become more expensive or more challenging to buy a life 
insurance policy.

tell the truth: One mistake you absolutely should not 
make, experts warn, is to try to lie about or hide a case 
of Covid-19 in your medical history. When an insurer ac-
cesses your medical records, they will find out about the 
inaccuracy – and that could trigger a policy cancellation 
or, if you were to die, a denial of your beneficiaries’ claim.

Get the jabs: Finally, get fully vaccinated, if you aren’t 
yet so, and stay up to date on any boosters as advised by 
your doctor and public health authorities. Vaccines remain 
the single biggest weapon humanity has for preventing 
Covid-19 from causing severe illness, hospitalizations 
and death. And resisting them can be financially costly as 
well. Vaccine mandates are increasingly popping up as 
remote work winds down. Google, Walmart and Facebook 
have announced that vaccines are required for certain 
employees to come into the office, but other companies 
are taking more drastic measures in the form of zero-
tolerance vaccine policies.  

Contracting Covid-19 isn’t cheap. According to estimates 
from FAIR health, a nonprofit that analyzes health care 
costs using insurance claims, the average Covid-19 patient 
with no insurance costs a hospital $73,300. A privately 
insured Covid-19 patient at an in-network hospital costs 
an average of $38,221.

Those are the total charges; not what people pay.  The 
average payment was $788 – a significant bill, given the 
oft-repeated statistic that some 40 percent of adults couldn’t 
cover a $400 emergency expense with 
cash, savings or a credit card they’d 
quickly pay off.

Just as a non-smoker is a lower risk 
and cheaper to insure, soon I think 
consumers should assume that their 
insurability will be enhanced by their 
vaccination status.

Covid-19 survivor? 
Some tips for shopping 
for life insurance
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Sis. ROSEMARy DEMShAR (584)
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Looking for information on your 
SNPJ life insurance and annuity 
policies? Pay a visit to snpj.org, click 
the “PolicyView Login” link and 
follow the step-by-step instructions.
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Sis. Margaret E. Bregar
• Lodge 87 •

HERMInIE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 87 sadly 
report the June 11, 2021, pass-
ing of Sis. Margaret E. (Tepke) 
Bregar, 87, of Greensburg, 
Pa., at Weatherwood Manor, 
Greensburg. 

Sis. Bregar was born March 
30, 1934, in Keystone, Pa., a 
daughter of the late William 
and Elizabeth Britt Tepke. She 
was a graduate of the former 
Sewickley Township High 
School. 

A 54-year SNPJ member, 
Margaret dedicated many 
years of her time helping with 
the polka dances held at the 
Crystal Ballroom in Herminie. 
She was also a lifelong member 
of St. Edward Roman Catholic 
Church in Herminie where she 
devoted much of her time vol-
unteering for events, including 
luncheons and picnics. 

Margaret was a devoted 
mother to her children. She 
loved to clean her home and 
always made sure her children 
were fed. She loved to listen 
to polkas and attend polka 
dances. 

She was preceded in death 
by both parents; by her loving 
husband of 65 years, former 
SNPJ Region 1 Vice President 
Frank A. Bregar, in December 
2018; by a son, William P. 
Bregar; and by a sister, Wilma 
Molnar. 

She is survived by one son, 
Dr. Frank W. Bregar of Pitts-
burgh; two granddaughters, 
Jessica Bregar of Pittsburgh 
and Dr. Amy J. (Jeff) Miller of 
Boston; two great-granddaugh-
ters, Abigail Ann Miller and 
Eloise Elizabeth Miller; and 
one sister, Catherine Kramer 
of Darragh, Pa. 

A Funeral Mass was cel-
ebrated for Sis. Bregar on 
June 15 at St. Edward Catholic 
Church. Private interment fol-
low at Westmoreland Memori-
al Park Cemetery, Greensburg.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 87 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Bregar’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. June A. Barwiolek
• Lodge 87 •

HERMInIE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 87 sadly 
report a second recent loss 
with the July 3, 2021, passing 
of Sis. June A. Barwiolek, 91, 
of Irwin, Pa., in Westmoreland 
Hospital, Greensburg, Pa. 

Sis. Barwiolek was born 
Nov. 1, 1929, in Cowansburg, 
Pa., a daughter of the late James 
B. and Laverna (Kaler) Ray. 

Prior to her retirement, June 
was a clerk and presser, having 
worked for Clemente Cleaners 
in Irwin for 20 years. 

A 51-year SNPJ member, 
she was also a member of 
Herminie United Methodist 
Church. She loved cooking for 
the family and was known for 
her “Polish hand grenades.” 
She also enjoyed playing cards 
and doing puzzle books. 

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death 
by her husband, Edward Bar-
wiolek; and two sisters, Claire 
Jarmon and Dorothy Burkett. 
She is survived by special 
nieces and nephews, great-
nieces and great-nephews, and 
great-great-nieces and great-
great-nephews, who loved her 
dearly. She will be sadly missed 
by her family and friends. 

A funeral service for Sis. 
Barwiolek was held July 7 at 
Joseph W. Nickels Funeral 
Home, Inc., Herminie. Inter-
ment followed in Westmore-
land County Memorial Park, 
Greensburg, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 87 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Barwiolek’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

Sis. Rose Maticic Speranza
• Lodge 629 •

EAST PITTSBURgH, Pa. 
— The members of Lodge 629 
sadly report the Sept. 3, 2021, 
passing of Sis. Rose Maticic 
Speranza, 92, of Jacksonville, 
Fla., formerly of Pittsburgh.

Sis. Speranza was born in 
the Lawrenceville neighbor-
hood of Pittsburgh, the young-
est of three daughters of John 
and Frances Staresinic. She 
married Frank Maticic in 1956. 
Frank served as secretary of 
the former SNPJ Lodge 300 
in Braddock, Pa., for many 
years. He preceded her in death 
in 1986. 

Rose was also preceded in 
death by her second husband, 
Frank Speranza; and her sis-
ters, Mary Pieszak and Frances 
Staresinic.

Survivors include a daugh-
ter, Charlene (Keith) Brinker 
of Jacksonville; a grandson, 
Justin Brinker of Chicago; and 
several nieces and nephews.

Rose was a 57-year SNPJ 
member, joining the Society 
as a member of the former 
Lodge 300 which merged with 
Lodge 629. She loved to cook 
traditional Slovenian food and 
dance to Slovenian music.

Rose and Frank loved to 
polka and waltz, and could be 
found at the Pittsburgh-area 
Slovenian clubs on weekends, 
dancing the night away. They 

were proud of their shared 
Slovenian heritage. In the 
summer they frequented the 
former Evanstown Picnic 
Grounds with their daughter, 
Charlene.

A Funeral Mass was cel-
ebrated for Sis. Speranza on 
Sept. 8 at Holy Family Catholic 
Church, Jacksonville. Burial 
followed on Sept. 10 in All 
Saints Catholic Cemetery, 
Pittsburgh.  

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 629 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Speranza’s family and friends 
on their loss.

Bro. Joseph J. Pitko Jr.
• Lodge 153 • 

YOUngSTOWn, Ohio — 
The members of Lodge 153 
sadly report the Sept. 22, 2021, 
passing of Bro. Joseph J. Pitko 
Jr., 90, at Masternick Memo-
rial, New Middletown, Ohio, 
with his family by his side.

Bro. Pitko was born May 22, 
1931, in Youngstown, a son of 
the late Joseph and Sue Valo 
Pitko. He was a 1949 gradu-
ate of Woodrow Wilson High 
School and served his country 
in the Air Force.

Joe retired in 1990 after 38 
years as a lineman for Ohio 
Edison. He started his own 
polka band, The Joe Pitko Or-
chestra, in which he played the 
upright bass and accordion. 

A 54-year SNPJ Lodge 153 
member, Bro. Pitko served as a 
Lodge auditor for many years. 
He was an avid Pittsburgh 
sports fan, and even attended 
the Pittsburgh Steelers’ Im-
maculate Reception game in 
1972. Joe also enjoyed travel-
ing with his family every year 
to Bethany Beach, Del., and 
Wasaga Beach in Canada.

He is survived by his wife, 
Loretta A. Kellish Pitko, whom 
he married Sept. 1, 1956, and 
recently celebrated their 65th 
wedding anniversary; three 
children, Joseph (Karen) Pitko 
of North Lima, Ohio, Susan 
(Michael) Madsen of Poland, 
Ohio, and Thomas (Mary) 

Sis. ROSE MATICIC SPERANZA (629)
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Pitko of Austintown, Ohio; 
five grandchildren, Andrew, 
Thomas, Sarah and Joseph 
Pitko, and Michael Madsen 
Jr.; two brothers, George (Dee) 
Pitko of Poland and David 
(Bonnie) Pitko of Youngstown; 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by a 
sister, Gladys (Andy) Stahara; 
and a brother, Bill Pitko.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Bro. Pitko 
on Sept. 25 at Holy Family 
Church, Poland.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 153 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Pitko’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Diane Kresevich
• Lodge 304 •

SAn FRAncIScO — The 
members of Lodge 304 sadly 
report the Sept. 22, 2021, pass-
ing of Sis. Diane Kresevich, 89, 
formerly of San Bruno and San 
Mateo County, Calif., for more 
than 40 years, in Burlingame, 
Calif.

Sis. Kresevich was born 
Dec. 28, 1931, in Oakland, 
Calif. She retired as a hostess 
from Town and Country Club 
in San Francisco.

A 52-year SNPJ member, 
she served as San Francisco 
SNPJ Lodge 304 secretary/
treasurer for 49 years, from 
1970-2019.

Diane was the beloved wife 
of the late Carlo Kresevich 
for 58 years; loving mother 
of Charlene Kresevich and 
the late Ron Kresevich; and 
dear sister of the late Beverley 
Thaler.

She is also survived by her 
cherished grandchildren, Jim 
and Keri (Denis); great-grand-
children Sydney and Morgan; 
nephew Mark Thaler (Peter); 
and several nieces, nephews 
and cousins.

Private services were held 
for Sis. Kresevich at Holy 
Cross Catholic Cemetery, 
Colma, Calif.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 304 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Sis. 
Kresevich’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

Sis. Rosemary Demshar
• Lodge 584 •

MILWAUKEE — The Dem-
shar family and the members 
of Lodge 584 sadly announce 
the Sept. 30, 2021, passing of 
Sis. Rosemary Demshar, 92. 

Sis. Demshar was born Jan. 

25, 1929, in Chisholm, Minn., 
to John and Rose Baraga. The 
family moved to the Milwau-
kee area where Rosemary 
attended Vieau School and 
Albert E. Kagel School, then 
settled in West Allis, Wis., 
where Rosemary graduated 
from West Allis Central High 
School in 1947.

After graduating, she 
worked as a switchboard op-
erator at the Wisconsin Tele-
phone Company in downtown 
Milwaukee. She married Wil-
liam “Bill” Demshar on May 
12, 1951, in West Allis. She 
then worked for many years 
as a switchboard operator 
at Milwaukee County Gen-
eral Hospital (now Froedtert 
Hospital).

In addition to 68 years of 
SNPJ membership, she was 
also a member of Sloga and 
AFCME, and was famous for 
baking her fabulous poticas. 
She and Bill traveled exten-
sively, spending two weeks 
every year in Aruba.

She is survived by four 
children, Judy Demshar of 
Danvers, Mass., Charles (Di-
ane) Demshar of New Berlin, 
Wis., Barbara Demshar (Jim) 
Fisher of Stevens Point, Wis., 
and William A. (Kathy) Dem-
shar of Hubertus, Wis.; six 
grandchildren, Christopher 
Warner, Andrew (Heather) 
Warner, Lauren Demshar 

(Dave) Abbott, Miranda Fisher, 
Eric Demshar, and William 
(Kelsie) Fisher; and four great-
grandchildren, Van Warner, 
Zoe Warner, Charlie Abbott, 
and Leo Abbott.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; by her husband 
Bill; and by her brother, Leon-
ard Baraga.

A celebration of Rose-
mary’s life was held on Oct. 
12 at Bevsek-Verbick Funeral 
Home, West Allis. Rosemary 
chose to be cremated and 
will be interred next to Bill 
at Highland Memorial Park, 
New Berlin.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 584 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Demshar’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

kAREN A. PINtAR
National Secretary/COO

dEAtHS REPoRtEd
For the month of September 2021
   dAtE oF
LodGE NAmE dEAtH CItY, StAtE
 A01 Michael F. Batchen Jr. 08-19-2021 Getzville, N.Y.
 1 Eleanor A. Prelesnik 10-11-2019 vancouver, Wash.
 5 Kevin J. Leskovec 08-20-2021 Atwater, ohio
 6 Linda J. Haines 06-14-2021 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 31 Brett A. Brace 08-13-2021 Waterford, Pa.
 34 Frank J. Stanfield Jr. 02-25-2020 Indianapolis, Ind.
 87 Diane R. Namestka 05-02-2012 Irwin, Pa.
 106 Carol Loy 09-01-2021 oakdale, Pa.
 113 Rudy W. Mezek 08-28-2021 Tacoma, Wash.
 138 Robert L. DeLost 07-23-2020 Gainesville, va.
 138 Lillian opeka 08-15-2021 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 158 Michael I. Mihalick 02-07-2021 Willoughby, ohio
 207 Glenn Kenda 08-20-2021 Roundup, Mont.
 218 Toni F. Martens 06-16-2021 Lakewood, Colo.
 218 Patricia Incitti 08-10-2021 Trinidad, Colo.
 254 Ethel Balamuta 08-13-2021 Homer City, Pa.
 274 Kraig M. Morris 08-19-2021 Lock Haven, Pa.
 277 Milan Staner 05-03-2021 Poway, Calif.
 355 Ann F. Mack 06-07-2021 New Baltimore, Mich.
 559 Jean M. Cherway 07-25-2021 Brookfield, Ill.
 562 Andrew J. Lesjak 09-06-2021 Steubenville, ohio
 564 Ann M. Tonkovich 07-16-2021 Plymouth, Mich.
 584 Linda A. Tervola-Gruden 09-05-2021 Hastings, Minn.
 584 Angela B. Maki 09-03-2021 Iron, Minn.
 604 Robert Pirc 08-29-2021 Grove City, Pa.
 629 Rose Maticic Speranza 09-03-2021 Jacksonville, Fla.
 715 Antoinette Blanck 01-09-2021 Murrysville, Pa.
 723 Jacqueline Blatnick 08-14-2021 LaQuinta, Calif.
 729 virginia J. Gallik 08-08-2021 Woodbury, Minn.
 729 Lilli Shine 04-08-2021 Cranberry Twp., Pa.
 749 Genevieve v. Klepack 07-04-2021 Johnstown, Pa.
 776 Lorraine B. George 08-28-2021 New Castle, Pa.
 776 Margaret F. Campbell 08-30-2021 Abbottstown, Pa.
 782 Robert L. Hudon 06-01-2021 North Palm Beach, Fla.
 782 Emidio G. Ricci 08-29-2021 Pittsburgh, Pa.
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men’s Individual: members
Name Lodge  Score Prize
*Ed Caggiano 770 71 $80
**Jack Evanish 138 70 $80
**Jim Cadez 138 70 $80
**Cory Ward 138 70 $80
John Copich 643 72 $47
Eric valencic 138 73 $37
Steve Anderson 677 73 $37
Dave Belfiore 138 74 $27
Don Prejsnar 770 75 $22
Dan Bosek 564 75 $22
vince Braddock 138 75 $22
Jeff Cadez 138 75 $22
Jon Zimbardi 715 76 $20
Jason Lowe 138 76 $20
Larry Bunevich 138 76 $20

men’s team Event
Name Lodge  Score Prize
*David Sankovich 770 313 $128
Don Prejsnar 770
Lou Presnar 770
Ed Caggiano 770
**Joe Evanish 106 308 $128
Jamie Evanish 715
Jack Evanish 138
Dan Bosek 564
Jeff Cadez 138 312 $88
Ron Tkach 138
Dave Belfiore 138
Shawn Sutton 138
William Copich 643 315 $68
John Copich 643
Robert Copich 643
Michael Copich 643
Mike Lucas 138 315 $68
Skip Morgan 138
Jason Lowe 138
Bill Lowe 138

Women’s Individual
Name Lodge  Score Prize
*Sara Tkach 138 88 $28
**Laurie Cadez 138 79 $28

men’s Individual: Guests
Name  Score Prize
**Mike DeSocio  77 $21

*Indicates Actual Champion
**Indicates Net Champion

Peoria holes Selected: Front – 1, 2, 3
 Back – 11, 12, 17

2021 National Golf Results

men’s division
team Lodge Prize
8 Balls 6/158/715 $152 
Perfect Storm 158/564 $112 
Here for the Beer 6/138/715 $92 
No Deposit, No Return 138 $68 
Young Guns 33/138/564 $56 
Angle Flickers 277/782 $48 

Women’s division
team Lodge Prize
Dolls with Balls 158/564/715 $120 
Pot Stirrers 138/782 $92 
Whatchamacallit 6/564/643/715 $68 
Belles of the Ball 6/158/564/782 $56

2021 National Balina Results

Men’s/Mixed Doubles Division
(Place)/Team Lodge Prize
(1) J. Randolph/R. Randolph 715/770 $160 
(2) C. Cadez/E. valencic 138 $116 
(3) S. Sutton/D. Belfiore 138 $82 
(4) D. Fetcko/E. Galicic 138 $70 
(5) M. Lucas/S. Morgan 138 $44 
(5) M. Skovenski/K. Skovenski 158 $44 
(7) J. Cadez/J. Wagner 138 $30 
(7) J. Lowe/B. Lowe 138 $30 

Women’s division
(Place)/Team Lodge Prize
(1) M. Skovenski/K. Skovenski 158 $80 
(2) L. Smrdel/J. Smrdel 158 $60 
(3) R. Elam/N. Elam 158 $28 

2021 National Beanbag Toss Results

Pe tromilli SPecial ....................$1,60000

excellent condition!

e xcelSior model 9 ....................$1,10000

excellent condition!

italo american ....................$57500

Good Sound!

accordionS For Sale
all beautifully maintained

call Kathy Vasko Gahagan at
(330) 720-4500 for details and pictures

SNPJ	offers	Roth IRAs in 
addition to our regular IRAs 
and annuities to help build 

a safe financial future for you 
and your family. We’ve helped 

build secure futures for our 
members for over a century.
Phone 1-800-843-7675 and 

we’ll be happy to help you too.

money... and it’s up to you whether 
you pay now or pay later.

Uncle Sam wants your

by TINA RIGLER
Lodge 449 Secretary/Treasurer

cIcERO, Ill. — Cicero Neigh-
bors Lodge 449 members met Sept. 
19 with in-person and telephonic 
communication. We were able to 
have a great meeting using this 
method of communication.

Secretary Tina Rigler read 
all correspondence and gave the 
financial report.

Justin Rigler reported on the 
Young Adult Conference held in 
July and the projects conducted 
by the young adults. The confer-
ence was very well received, and 
a meeting was held in addition to 
the service projects completed, 
which were a roadside clean up 
and sanding and staining the 
wood framing the balina courts. 
Lodge 449 young adults Meredith 
Maresh, Lanie Maresh, Robert 
Rigler and Jason Rigler also at-
tended the conference.

Vince Rigler reported on the 
Chicago District Federation meet-
ing at which plans were made for 
the annual Christmas party for 
both adults and youth and any 
friends who want to join us and 

Lodge 449 slates November date for annual meeting

During their September meeting, Cicero Neighbors Lodge 449 
members collected food and gift cards to donate to the St. Xavier 
food pantry in LaGrange, Ill. 

meet Santa! Save the date and join 
us at 1 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 4, 
at the Slovenian Catholic Center 
in Lemont, Ill.

Edward Dabrowski reported 
that he attended the FarmFest 
held July 10 at the SNPJ Farm in 
Kirtland, Ohio, along with Vince 
and Tina Rigler.  It was a nice gath-
ering with great music and food. 
Several former Miss SNPJs were 
in attendance and were honored 
by the Cleveland Federation and 
the SNPJ Farm.

While social distancing, Lodge 
members were able to collect food 
donations and gift cards to donate 
to the food pantry at St. Xavier in 
LaGrange, Ill. Jan Maresh was 
able to help with the delivery of 
the food. The donation was much 
appreciated since so many people 
are experiencing difficult times 
due to the pandemic.

A report was given by Tina 
Rigler on the recent SNPJ National 
Board meeting and the 30th an-
niversary celebration of Slovenian 
independence held at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. Dr. Helena 
Jaklitsch, Minister for Slovenians 

Abroad, Republic of Slovenia; 
Ambassador Tone Kajzer, U.S. 
Embassy, Washington, D.C.; 
Consul General Alenka Jerak from 
Cleveland; and Honorary Consul 
from Pennsylvania Petra Mitchell 
attended the banquet.

Jason Rigler and Tina Rigler 
won the meeting awards.

The next Lodge meeting will 
be held Nov. 21 starting at 1 p.m. 

This is our annual meeting and 
holiday luncheon.  We will social 
distance inside and will once again 
invite members to phone into the 
meeting.  Please contact Secretary 
Tina Rigler at (708) 257-8312 if 
you would like to participate by 
phone.

I hope all of you are doing well 
and staying healthy during this 
Covid pandemic.

by TONI ThOMEy
Lodge 576 Recording Secretary

cLEvELAnd — Happy fall, 
my fellow Spartans members! 
We’ve had quite a year trying 
to get back to “normal.” I can-
not believe that Thanksgiving, 
Christmas and the new year 
are right around the corner!

Even during these unprece-
dented times, Spartans Lodge 
members have been out and 
about attending many events 
in the past month, including 
the annual Sausage Festival 
and Grape Festival at the SNPJ 
Farm, and many other great 
musical events to bring us all 

back together. A few of those 
events were held to help our 
dear friend R.J. Likovic. 

For those of you who do not 
know, R.J. is battling cancer.  
These amazing events to help 
him fight through this allowed 
us to help him with the cost of 
treatments. So many people 
came out to support him and 
the Likovic family. Our con-
tinued prayers and thoughts go 
to him and his family. We love 
you all so much, and please 
know, R.J. – you got this!

In October, Spartans mem-
bers met at our favorite Italian 
spot, Dino’s, in Wickliffe, 

Ohio. It was nice to get back 
together for a meeting. 

We were happy to hear 
from our own Miss SNPJ 
2018 Lauren Sebusch. Lau-
ren reported that the SNPJ 
National Board has approved 
to continue the Miss SNPJ 
Pageant. The pageant will be 
chaired, and funds raised, by 
former Miss SNPJs and com-
mittees. Lodge 576 has been 
honored to have a few Miss 
SNPJs and contestants in the 
past. Let’s all help support this 
great SNPJ tradition! 

In other member news, we 
continue to send our prayers 

and surrounding love to the 
Young family, especially 
Bronwyn and baby Emyrss. 
May they continue to be 
blessed, and we wish them 
continued healing vibes. Our 
Slovenian angels are definitely 
watching over you and the 
whole family.

We also extend congratula-
tions to John and Sara Kopsco 
on the birth of their son, Luka 
John.

Finally, we would love to 
welcome our new “official” 
member, Erica Novak. Erica 
is the wife of member Louie 
Novak and has been a guest 

of our Lodge for many years.  
She’s been an amazing help at 
our picnics and bus trips, and 
has volunteered to help at other 
events such as the Sausage 
Festival, the Pancake Break-
fast, and the CAL Don Gorjup 
Open Golf Tournament.

Unfortunately, due to on-
going pandemic risks, we 
have decided to postpone 
our annual casino bus trip 
until 2022. However, we will 
be holding our next Lodge 
meeting on Sunday, Nov. 21, 
starting at 11 a.m. at the home 
of Charlie and Toni Thomey, 
2304 Allison Rd., University 

Heights, OH 44118.
The Thomey family will 

provide the main breakfast 
casserole dish and assorted 
beverages (including our fa-
vorite brunch beverage, the 
mimosa!). We ask that those 
who attend bring some side 
dishes to share (sweets, sau-
sages, potatoes, fruit, etc.).

Please reach out to Toni 
Thomey at (216) 744-4710 by 
Nov. 14 to let her know you 
will attend. This meeting will 
include our plans for next year 
and the election of Spartans 
Lodge officers for 2022. We 
hope to see you there!

Spartans Lodge 576 electing 2022 officers during November annual meeting 

by MIChELLE VON MERTA-SUSTARICh
Lodge 304 Secretary 

SAn FRAncIScO — Greetings from San Francisco! 
For decades, the Sustarich family has been working to 

keep Slovenian culture alive in our area through events such 
as Grape Festival celebrations and blood sausage dinners. As 
the new secretary of SNPJ Lodge 304, I am honored to help 
organize events like these at our hall, which is the epicenter 
of Slovenian culture in San Francisco. 

With COVID restrictions in place, Lodge 304 has been 
meeting on Zoom, but we are looking forward to resuming 
in-person meetings soon. I encourage all Lodge 304 members 
interested in participating in Lodge meetings to contact me 
at mjvonmertasustarich@gmail.com.

We are currently in the process of planning our annual 
Pust dinner, which is slated for February of next year. I am 
very excited about my new role as Lodge secretary and am 
eager to help with upcoming events in 2022!

On a related note, I am thrilled to learn that the National 
Board voted in favor of reinstating the Miss SNPJ Pageant 
next year. I participated in the most recent pageant, and was 
honored to be announced as the runner-up to SNPJ Miss 
Activity 2020. 

As a third-generation Slovenian-American, participating 
in the pageant was one of the most culturally enlightening 
experiences that I’ve ever had. The pageant served as a won-
derful opportunity for me to develop a deeper connection 
to my culture and the Slovenian community through polka 
music, dancing, and Slovenian food (especially potica!). I 
greatly enjoyed meeting people of my heritage and learning 
more about the history of my roots. 

As you can see from the photo, the other contestants and 
I enjoyed hanging out with the Miss SNPJ 2019, and we had 
a nice time together during a beautiful weekend. 

The Miss SNPJ Pageant and queen legacy are celebrations 
of our ancestry; this tradition is something we can all be proud 
of, and I’m so glad there is an opportunity for it to continue 
in 2022 and into the future. 

On behalf of the Miss SNPJ Pageant Committee, I 
encourage all unmarried females ages 18 to 28 to contact 
missSNPJlegacy@gmail.com for more details on this very 
exciting opportunity. Your participation is what will keep 
this wonderful tradition alive!

Miss SNPJ Pageant offers a cultural connection for 
Lodge 304 contestant

The 2019 Miss SNPJ Pageant contestants: [from left] dANIELLA VoLPE 
(158), kRIStINA HARtmAN (138), Miss SNPJ 2019 ELIzAbEtH SmRdEL 
(158), mICHELLE VoN mERtA-SUStARICH (304), and mALLoRY 
LAmoVEC (158).

San Francisco Lodge 304 
Secretary mICHELLE 
VoN mERtA-SUStARICH
participated in her first 
Miss SNPJ Pageant during 
Slovenefest 2019 and 
was awarded the title of 
runner-up to SNPJ Miss 
Activity 2020.
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A CENTURY
in the making

Name _________________________________________

Address _______________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________

Number of copies _______________________________

RETURN ThIS ORDER FORM TO
Slovene National benefit Society

247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA  15126-9774

Payment in full must accompany all orders. Make checks payable to SNPJ.
Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery.

Proud of your SNPJ membership? Then 
you owe it to yourself to delve deeper 
into SNPJ history through the pages 
of An Inspired Journey — The SNPJ 
Story: The First One Hundred Years of 
the Slovene National Benefit Society.

This richly-illustrated chronicle of SNPJ  
history compiled and written by SNPJ 
Publications Editor Jay Sedmak is now 
available for purchase.

$15.00 each — plus $2.50 s/h
add $1 shipping for each additional copy ordered

SNPJ membership Anniversaries 
November 2021

 Lodge member
 1 Nancy L. Boyd
 2 Lawrence F. Kane
 6 Kenneth R. Sekersky
 6 Peter J. Rigatti
 6 Mary I. Bonczek
 8 Judy L. Carmen
 33 Carol A. Molchen
 33 Robert R. Jerman
 34 Mary M. Dragan
 34 Josephine A. Thompson
 89 Carla B. Majernik
 106 Janet M. Frissora
 106 Doreena L. Migliorini
 138 Frank J. o’Shinsky
 138 Dorothy A. Skowvron
 158 Donna W. Tizzano
 158 David F. Adams
 158 Sandra Dutka
 174 Amelia S. Quinn
 207 Eileen S. Alexander
 216 Linda L. Galore
 559 Diane F. Nichols

 Lodge member
 564 Allan D. Bogdan
 564 Ann L. Mavis
 564 Mary J. Waugh
 581 Janis M. Cantu
 584 Edward D. Borsic
 584 Deborah A. Hanneken
 604 Janet Wright
 643 Michael J. Furin
 643 Joan M. Twaddle
 689 Alice A. Kochevar
 715 Beverly A. Resnick
 723 Paula McKenzie
 723 James M. Larson
 745 Georgian M. Arbuckle
 749 Joetta L. Mincek
 749 Christine M. Sadlon
 749 William W. Shikalla
 757 Kathryn Z. Pickett
 770 Michael R. Randolph
 770 Gail M. Wesolowski
 A01 Marc S. Reyome
 A02 Randall D. Kress

50-Year members

 Lodge member
 2 Jo Ann Simkins
 5 Frank M. Pirtz
 6 Dale D. Mosti
 34 Frank Mazely
 41 Stanley J. Hajduk
 89 John A. Sarko

 Lodge member
 142 Ronald Leonhardt
 218 Wayne H. Preskar
 257 Rose A. Klimo
 518 Edna I. Ureste
 564 Karen Schuppe
 719 William J. Prince

60-Year members

 Lodge member
 6 Anna R. Bedner
 87 Evelyn S. Pavsek
 138 Jacqueline Sandala

 Lodge member
 257 Barbara Barnin
 564 Robert F. olinick

70-Year members

80-Year members
 Lodge member
 8 Angeline volk
 87 Frances Tekavec

 Lodge member
 715 Andy Rasperger

mISS SNPJ PAGEANt
FROM PAGE 1

weekend of July 8-10, 2022, and all single 
female members ages 18-28 interested in 
learning more are encouraged to contact 
missSNPJlegacy@gmail.com. 

Shortly after the decision was made to 
reinstate the pageant, former Miss SNPJs 
were honored to participate in the 2021 
Grape Festival held at the SNPJ Farm in 
Kirtland, Ohio. We had a blast walking 
in the parade, singing along with the Joey 
Tomsick Orchestra, selling sideboard 
tickets, and hanging out with fellow SNPJ 
members. Quite a few Miss SNPJs had to 
be bailed out of jail for grabbing goodies 
from the grapevines, and you could find 
many of them on the dance floor as well. 

Thank you to the Cleveland Fed-
eration of SNPJ Lodges for hosting the 
event, and for allowing us to host a kid 
zone to raise funds for the 2022 Miss 
SNPJ Pageant.

To date, Miss SNPJ Pageant donations 
have been received from the following:

SNPJ Lodge 225 (Girard, Kan.)
The Maruszak Family (142)
Kristen Cushman Barnot (138)
Nick Verch (158)
The Hartman Family (138)
Amy Mavrich (138)
 (in memory of Karen Russ)
SNPJ Lodge 138 Volunteers 
 During Oktoberfest Event
Justina Rigler (449)
Linda Serro (87)

Flanked by National Board members 
and former Miss SNPJs JUStINA 
RIGLER, Region 5 Vice President 
[left], and tRACEY ANdERSoN, 
Region 4 Vice President [right], 
a group of former Miss SNPJs – 
(from left) SHANNoN FEtCko 
mURACo, kRIStEN CUSHmAN 
bARNot, CoURtNEY PAbIAN 
koENIG, ELIzAbEtH HARtmAN, 
dANIELLA VoLPE and kARA 
mARUSzAk – completed a 
successful campaign during 
the September Board meeting, 
requesting that the National Board 
reinstate the Miss SNPJ Pageant 
in 2022.

National Board approves reinstatement of the Miss SNPJ Pageant in 2022

Slavija Lodge 1 schedules activities at year end
by MIChELLE hRIBAR-hERNANDEZ

Lodge 1 President

cHIcAgO — Slavija Lodge 
1 members held their second 
quarterly meeting on June 6 
via Zoom.

Lodge members enjoyed the 
Slovene Cultural Center annual 
picnic held Aug. 8 in Lemont, 
Ill. Members also saw the mu-
sical “Forever Plaid” at Drury 
Lane Theatre in Oak Brook, Ill., 
on Sept. 22. 

Bro. John Potter and Sis. 
Kaitlyn Conroy attended the 
Young Adult Conference in July 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center 
in the Borough of SNPJ, Pa.

Sis. Conroy reported that 
the conference was an excellent 
opportunity to connect with 
others who share her heritage. 
The event served a number of 
wonderful purposes, the great-
est among them being to forge 
new friendships and discover 
the best ways to become more 
involved. Attendees learned all 
about Slovenefest and how im-
portant the Miss SNPJ Pageant 
is to the SNPJ. 

The projects the Young 
Adults worked on this year 
include re-staining all the wood 
at the balina courts and cleaning 
up the trash from a nearby road. 

Our third quarter meeting 
was held via Zoom on Sept. 12. 

On Sunday, Nov. 14, Lodge 
members will attend a Frank 
Sinatra tribute dinner and show 
at Orland Chateau, 14500 S. 
LaGrange Rd. in Orland Park, 
Ill. Dinner is at 1 p.m. and the 
show starts at 2:30. For more in-
formation, interested members 
should contact Lodge Secretary 
Hribar at (708) 598-2570. 

In December, members are 
attending the Slovenian Catho-
lic Center annual lights festival 
in Lemont, Ill. Details have yet 
to be announced. 

Finally, after being apart 
for a year and a half, our De-
cember Slavija Lodge meeting 
is scheduled in-person. We’re 
hosting our annual elections 
and holiday party at Pin 
Stripes, 7 Oakbrook Center in 
Oak Brook, Ill. The meeting 
will start at 11 a.m., followed 
by a buffet lunch and the op-
portunity to play bocce ball. 
Members and friends planning 
to attend should contact Secre-
tary Hribar at (708) 598-2570.

As we approach the end of 
the year, we remember Sis. 
Corinne Leskovar and Bro. John 
Mihelich who passed away this 
year. Our heartfelt condolences 
to their families and friends.

Slavija Lodge 1 wishes all a 
beautiful holiday season. May 
we see each other soon! 

[Above] Slavija 
Lodge 1 members 
enjoyed the musical 
“Forever Plaid” at 
Drury Lane Theatre 
in September.

[Left] Lodge 1 young 
adults kAItLYN 
CoNRoY and 
JoHN PottER 
were hard at work 
sealing the wood at 
the SNPJ Recreation 
Center balina courts 
during the young 
Adult Conference.

by MARCIA KLANCER BLEGGI
Lodge 581 Secretary/Treasurer

ST. MARYS, Pa. — SNPJ 
Lodge 581 and the North Cen-
tral Pennsylvania Slovenian 
Polka Boosters gave their sup-
port to the Polka Hall of Fame 
in Euclid, Ohio, by attending 
the annual Sausage Festival 
at the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, 
Ohio, on Sept. 15.

Members in attendance 
included John and Pat Moore, 
(Lodge auditor and president, 
respectively), Bill Grolemund 
(a Lodge auditor) and his wife 
Judy, Dan and Carol Walter, 
Frank and Lisa Komundar 
Burl, Vicky Dehner, Sabrina 
Depto, and Tyler Hannah 
(the newest member of SNPJ 
Lodge 581).

Lodge 581 auditor John 
Moore, with backup provided 
by John and Nick Adonish, 
entertained at the Johnny Ap-
pleseed Festival in Sheffield, 
Pa. – another great festival 
featuring competitions in 
horse pulling, scaling logs, 
and ax throwing. John’s ac-
cordion music is helping to 
keep Slovenian music alive.

Lodge 581 members con-
tinue to team up with the St. 
Marys Historical Society.  
Their military display on Sept. 
18 demanded a great deal of 
preparation. John Troha and 

Marcia Bleggi, along with 
their families, gave many 
hours to help with setup, dress-
ing mannequins, and with 
cleanup.  John and Pat Moore 
helped register attendees on 
the opening day, while Marcia 
helped give tours.

Many soldiers of Slovene 
decent were featured in the 
exhibit – surnames that in-
cluded Bon, Rollick, Kor-
don, Vidmar, Ershek, Troha, 
Prudich, Cilladi and Bilicic, 
among others.

Lodge 581 will hold their 
next meeting starting at 12:30 
p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 7, at the 
Wildwoods Bar and Grill in 
St. Marys. The meeting will 
be followed by a polka dance 
featuring the Dick Tady Or-
chestra which is open to the 
public. The polka dances are 
sponsored by the North Cen-
tral Pennsylvania Slovenian 
Polka Boosters.

All members of Lodge 581 
are invited to all quarterly 
meetings to share ideas for the 
2022 schedule. For more in-
formation, contact Secretary/
Treasurer Marcia Klancer 
Bleggi at marcia.and.don@
gmail.com or by phoning (814) 
335-4983.  You can also check 
our Facebook page, SNPJ St. 
Marys, PA-Lodge 581 or NCP 
Slovenian Polka Boosters.

Autumn a busy season for St. Marys Lodge 581

[Left] SNPJ 
Lodge 581 
member JoHN 
mooRE 
performs at 
the Johnny 
Appleseed 
Festival in 
Sheffield, Pa.
[Below] St. Marys 
SNPJ Lodge 581 
and North Central 
Pennsylvania 
Slovenian 
Polka Boosters 
Club members 
attending the 
annual Sausage 
Festival at the 
SNPJ Farm in 
Kirtland, Ohio.

Help SNPJ save by reading PROSVETA online
IMPERIAL, Pa. — In an 
effort to curb continually es-
calating postage rates, PROS-
VETA is asking all SNPJ 
members to evaluate the need 
of receiving the newspaper 
in its printed format. We’re 
also asking all members to 
provide us with an active e-
mail address, and to consider 
receiving an e-mail link to the 
online PROSVETA issues.

There are numerous ben-
efits to receiving PROSVETA 
online. First of all, the issues 
are posted to the SNPJ website, 
snpj.org, a week or so prior to 
the publication date – no more 
waiting around for delivery of 
the current issue. 

Secondly, archived issues 
are also available on the web-
site. Click on the PROSVETA 
archive link and you’ll have 

years worth of PROSVETA 
issues at your fingertips. 

Third, and most impor-
tantly, by selecting to receive a 
PROSVETA e-mail reminder, 
you can help SNPJ save thou-
sands of dollars in postage and 
printing expenses each year.

So what’s your first step to 
helping PROSVETA whittle 
away at mounting expenses? 
Send us your e-mail address. 

Simply e-mail pcushman@
snpj.com and include your 
name and the e-mail address at 
which you would like to receive 
the online issue reminder. 

Still not sure? Do your-
self a favor: Pay a visit to 
https://snpj.org/membership/
prosveta-publication/ and see 
for yourself the conveniences 
offered by the online PROS-
VETA issues.

Important figures to consider...

29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

1-800-843-7675

!
If your coverage is over 5 years old,

contact SNPJ for a policy review.


