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The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are Jan. 3 and Feb. 1, 2022. All material 
must be received by noon on Monday, 
Dec. 13, for the Jan. 3 issue, and by 
Monday, Jan. 17, 2022, for the Feb. 
1 issue. If you’re concerned about 
making the deadline, send an e-mail 
to prosveta@snpj.com or submit your 
material via the publications area of our 
website, snpj.org.

THE
DEADLINE

briefly

Photo submitted by Sis. Joann Krance (729)

Silverstars Lodge Members Test Their Luck
Yukon, Pa., SNPJ Silverstars Lodge 729 members spent a very enjoyable day at Live! 
Casino Pittsburgh in Greensburg, Pa., during a “Fun Day at the Casino” event. All members 
in attendance received $5 in free play from the Silverstars Lodge, and everyone anticipated 
becoming a big winner.

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home Of-
fice will be closed Dec. 22 through Dec. 27 
for Christmas; and on Dec. 31, 2021, and 
Jan. 3, 2022, for the New Year holidays. 
Normal office hours, 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., 
will be in effect Dec. 28-30, and starting 
again Jan. 4, 2022. Happy holidays from 
all of us at the SNPJ Home Office!

Home Office schedule 
for the holiday season

Hudson m. Cadez
Born April 25, 2021

Strabane, Pa., lodge 138
Hudson Michael Cadez is the newest 
member of Strabane Lodge 138. Hudson, 
a fifth-generation SNPJ member, is the 
son of Christopher and Margaret Cadez; 
grandson of Ronald “Buzzard” and Deb-
bie Cadez, Andrew and Polly Maletta, and 
Darlene Malizio; great-grandson of the 
late Rose and James Cadez, and Patricia 
Malizio; and great-great-grandson of the 
late John and Mary Cadez, all members of 
Strabane Lodge 138. We welcome Hudson 
to the SNPJ and extend best wishes to his 
entire family.

Merry Christmas!
to all SNPJ members 
and friends from the staff 
at the SNPJ Home Off ice

SYGAN, Pa. — SNPJ Lodge 6 mem-
bers will hold their annual meeting and 
elections of Lodge officers and SASC 
Club directors on Monday, Dec. 13. The 
meeting will be held in the Sunshine 
Room starting at 7 p.m. All members are 
welcome to attend.

kAREN A. PINtAR
Lodge 6 President

Sygan Lodge 6 sets date
for Dec. meeting, elections

SNPJ Lodge 518 members 
doN and ElAINE YUVAN 
writing greetings in the cards 
that were distributed through 
the efforts of the A Million 
Thanks organization.

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — SNPJ 
Lodge 776 will host their annual Christ-
mas party and regular meeting on Sunday, 
Dec. 12, at the SNPJ Recreation Center 
starting at 2 p.m. Reservations must be 
made by Dec. 6 by calling Ed Snyder 
at (330) 952-0911, John Pierog at (330) 
757-1369, or Vonnie Dombrosky at (724) 
336-6500. Members are asked to bring 
non-perishable food items which will be 
donated to a local food bank.

VoNNIE dombRoSkY
Lodge 776 Recording Secretary

Lodge 776 schedules
Christmas party Dec. 12

by CAROL PENWELL
Lodge 771 Secretary/Treasurer

HILLSVILLE, Pa. — Here’s hoping we’ll 
all see good health and are able to spend more 
time with family and friends in 2022. Due to 
the pandemic and illnesses, two Lodge 771 
meetings in 2021 were held by telephone.

We elected our officers and decided when 
to hold our meetings for the coming year. 
Sadly, we lost our vice president, Raymond 
Cracraft, this past year. We truly miss him.

Lodge 771 members have decided to 
participate in the Samaritan’s Purse “Op-
eration Christmas Child,” in which we fill 
shoebox-sized boxes with toys, school sup-
plies or personal items for boys and girls ages 
2 to 4, 5 to 9 or 10 to 14. We will deliver the 
boxes to a participating church. We love to 

Lodge 771 
donations 
benefit the 
community

SEE lodgE 771 doNAtIoNS
ON PAGE 6

Holiday card writing expresses A Million Thanks 
from Lodge 518

by BILL KRzISNIK
Lodge 518 Secretary/Treasurer

MELVINDALE, Mich. — SNPJ Lodge 518 
members recently hand wrote more than 50 
cards for A Million Thanks for U.S. military 
personnel and their families. The cards will 
be distributed to military personnel and their 
families around the world. In addition, Lodge 
518 made a donation to A Million Thanks, a 
nonprofit organization.

by KRISTEN CuSHMAN BARNOT (138)
Miss SNPJ Pageant Commission

STRABANE, Pa. — If you’re reading the 
online version of the December PROSVETA 
issue and it’s before the end of Thanksgiving 
weekend, then it’s not too late to check out the 
Thanksgiving Polka Weekend at the Holiday 
Inn Cleveland South in Independence, Ohio. 
Hosted by the National Cleveland-Style Polka 
Hall of Fame and Museum, the event will be 
held Nov. 26-28; details for the event are avail-
able online.

Although there won’t be an awards pro-
gram this year, former Miss SNPJs have been 
involved with this tradition in the past, and we 
are very excited to help represent SNPJ at this 
year’s event. 

While you’re enjoying an amazing weekend 
of polka fun, be sure to check out the Miss 
SNPJ Pageant drawing table where you’ll have 

Miss SNPJ Pageant Commission
continues its fund-raising activities

two chances to win a large basket of polka, 
Cleveland and Slovenian goodies.

Our committee is very grateful for the op-
portunity to advertise and fundraise for the Miss 
SNPJ Pageant during this event, and we extend 
a special thank you to Miss SNPJ 1995 Jennifer 
Skrajner Nekic, to her family, and to the Polka 
Hall of Fame for their ideas and support.

In early November, an online conference call 
was held for any SNPJ members interested in 
joining the pageant, and we were glad to have 
the chance to catch up with some former Miss 
SNPJs, Lodge and Youth Circle officers, and 
other pageant supporters. To celebrate the con-
tinuation of the pageant, several updates were 
shared with the group, including committee 
initiatives, upcoming events, ideas for raising 
funds and holding a successful pageant, and

SEE PAgEANt FUNd-RAISINg
ON PAGE 6
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If a concert or dance, who is
performing? 
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e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

•	 DEC.	2 ..... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo. 
Early bird games start at 6:30 p.m., 
regular games at 7. For details contact 
the Lodge 106 Clubroom at (724) 695-
1411 or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

•	 DEC.	3 ..... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 welcomes 
The Breakdown Band to the Lodge 106 
Clubroom from 8-11 p.m. For informa-
tion contact the SNPJ Lodge 106 Club 
at (724) 695-1411 or e-mail snpj106@
gmail.com.

•	 DEC.	5 ..... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 hosts The 
Dick Tady Orchestra Christmas polka 
dance, 2-6 p.m. in the Imperial Room at 
SNPJ Lodge 106. For details contact the 
SNPJ Lodge 106 Club at (724) 695-1411 
or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

•	 DEC.	16 ....... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 bar bingo. 
Early bird games start at 6:30 p.m., regu-
lar games at 7. For details contact the 
Lodge 106 Clubroom at (724) 695-1411 
or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

•	 DEC.	18 ....... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 members 
only adult Christmas party, 4-8 p.m. in the 
Lodge 106 Clubroom. For details contact 
the SNPJ Lodge 106 Club at (724) 695-
1411 or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

•	 DEC.	31 ....... Imperial, Pa., Lodge 106 New 
Year’s Eve party, 9 p.m-1 a.m. in the 
Lodge 106 Clubroom. Free jukebox, a 
champagne toast; pork and sauerkraut 
served. For more information contact the 
SNPJ Lodge 106 Club at (724) 695-1411 
or e-mail snpj106@gmail.com.

2022
•	 FEB.	18-20 ......SNPJ Winter Classic Bowling 

Tournament co-hosted by Sygan, Pa., 
Lodge 6 and Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138. 
The entry deadine is Feb. 1

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

Bro. bob RoSSI (371) addresses the group assembled for the SNPJ 
Lodge 371 presentation on immigrant coal mining communities in the 
united States.

by KEN KLADNIK
Lodge 371 President

CLE ELUM, Wash. — SNPJ Lodge 
371 in Cle Elum hosted a presentation 
on Oct. 2 featuring speaker Bro. Bob 
Rossi from Salem, Ore. Bob has been 
compiling research for over 30 years 
on coal miners and their relation-
ships with fraternal organizations 
and labor unions.

Bob shared information about 
various immigrant communities – 
including the Slovenians, Croatians, 
Poles, Italians and Mexicans – and 
the work they performed in coal 
mines from the late 1800s through 
the 1950s. He presented how each 
nationality wished to retain their 
connection to their heritage after im-
migrating to the United States. From 
this desire, fraternal organizations 
were formed.

Lodge 371 President Ken Kladnik 
shared the history of the local Lodge 
with the 20 people in attendance. He 
explained how his grandfather and 
father worked in the local coal mines, 

Lodge 371 presentation 
addresses historic links 
between fraternals, miners

Bro. Rossi responds to a question 
from the audience.

and his memories of attending local 
Slovenian events.

Slovenian cookies were served to 
the attendees.

by SHELLY VOLPE
Lodge 564 Secretary

DETROIT — This year’s Lodge 
564 picnic was held at our usual spot, 
at Dodge Park in Sterling Heights, 
Mich., on Aug. 29 with approxi-
mately 40 members in attendance.

This year we had the privilege 
of celebrating the 100th birthday of 
one of our longtime members, Sis. 
Catherine “Kay” Boggess. Kay and 
her family joined us at the park, just 
shy of her birthday.  We celebrated 
with a wonderful cake obtained by 
the Lodge. It’s not very often we get 
to celebrate an occasion like this!

We missed seeing many members 
who couldn’t be with us due to poor 
health and concerns over the Covid 
virus.  We wish them well and hope 
everyone will be able to make it to 
future functions. This year, we also 
felt the absence of our longtime 
Lodge Secretary/Treasurer Marion 
Volpe who passed away a year ago.  

The potluck dinner menu was 
delicious. It seems as though this 
year the theme was “whole foods,” 
as we had several dishes of salads 
and bean casseroles prepared by 

the members. We have the best 
cooks in our Lodge, and the Lodge 
provided sausages, hot dogs, pop 
and beer. Ermando Volpe brought 
the sausage and hot dogs, Tony and 
Cathy Volpe brought the beer, John 
and Shelly Volpe acquired the cake, 
Danny Volpe worked the grill, and 
everyone helped set up a great feast.  

It’s always nice to see everyone 
and chat about old times.  After eat-
ing, everyone enjoyed good polka 
music, even though we didn’t have 
any “live” music this year.

Our next event (we’re hoping, 
barring any additional issues) will 
be our annual kids’ Christmas party 
in December. 

I would like to congratulate the 
2019 defending champion Young 
Americans Lodge 564 men’s balina 
team – Dan Bosek, Terry Skovenski, 
John Volpe and Ermando Volpe – for 
a great showing of second place in 
this year’s SNPJ National Balina 
Tournament.  Our Lodge was well 
represented! 

In closing, I wish everyone in 
SNPJland, near and far, a happy fall 
and holiday season. Na svidenje!

Young Americans Lodge 
celebrates at summer picnic

Young Americans 
Lodge 564 
members 
celebrated the 
100th birthday 
of Sis. kAY 
boggESS during 
their summer 
picnic, held Aug. 
29 at Dodge 
Park in Sterling 
Heights, Mich.

Young Americans Lodge picnickers – including Detroit Lodge 677 
members [above, from left] doRotHY ANdERSoN, StEVE 
ANdERSoN, SNPJ Region 4 Vice President tRACEY ANdERSoN 
and SNPJ National Board Finance Committee member kEN 
ANdERSoN, and Lodge 564 members toNY VolPE and CAtHY 
VolPE – enjoyed the camaraderie, the food and the atmosphere 
offered at Dodge City Park.

by DANIELLA VOLPE
Lodge 158

EUCLID, Ohio — Happy fall, y’all! 
We hope you all had a great Hal-
loween, filled with mostly treats and 
very few tricks.

Now that Halloween is over, we 
have so much to look forward to this 
holiday season. First on that list are 
some Loyalites members’ birthdays. 
Full disclaimer: some of these are 
indeed belated, but who cares? We 
love to celebrate them anyway! Karen 
O’Donnell celebrated on Aug. 21; her 
granddaughter, Charlotte O’Donnell, 
on Sept. 15; Dave Adams on Oct. 
19; and Diane Horabik on Nov. 15. 
We also want to celebrate Nicole 
and Rachel Elam’s Oct. 7 wedding 
anniversary.

We’re now looking forward to the 
Loyalites Lodge 158 annual Christ-
mas party. As always, we encourage 
all local SNPJ members to join in 
on the fun. We want to see members 
attending from all local Lodges. We 
will be serving delicious food and will 
have gifts for the kids (for children 
who are not Lodge 158 members, a 
gift can be purchased for $10). The 

flyer for children’s gifts is available 
online at snpj158.wordpress.com.

On top of the great friends and 
food, the party will also feature 
children’s entertainment, including 
Jungle Terry, magician J.R. Grieco 
and, of course, the big man in red 
himself! 

Be on the lookout for the Christmas 
party mailers, and please have all 
paperwork turned in by Thanksgiv-
ing. For entry itself, Lodge 158 adult 
members will pay $8; adult guests 
will pay $12. Children will eat for 
free. The party will be held Sunday, 
Dec. 5, at Recher Hall in Euclid; the 
doors open at noon.

We will also be attaching our event 
to the Christ Child Society charity, a 
local group that collects children’s 
clothes for families in need. We’re 
asking everyone to clean out their 
attics and donate some articles of 
clothing. If you discarded those items 
long ago, monetary donations are 
always welcome.

As always, we send our thoughts 
and prayers to all ailing and deceased 
members and their families during 
this difficult time.

Loyalites Lodge greeting the 
holidays with Christmas party
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Additional tax relief for
Slovenian businesses
LJUBLJANA (STA) — In late October, 
Slovenia’s National Assembly passed 
amendments to the Corporate Income 
Tax Act that upgrade existing relief and 
add some new measures. The bill was 
forwarded to parliament by the govern-
ment as part of a package designed to 
stimulate the post-pandemic recovery.

“Part of the amendments concern 
measures dealing with the impact of 
the Covid-19 pandemic; others trans-
pose relevant EU directives,” Finance 
Ministry State Secretary Maja Hostnik 
Kališek explained during the parlia-
mentary debate.

The loss of budget revenue due to 
the expansion of tax relief and a more 
favorable calculation of the tax base is es-
timated at around EUR 27 million ($31.3 
million). The measures support employ-
ment and environmental policies, as well 
as digitalization. The amendments thus 
introduce tax breaks to stimulate both 
green and digital transitions, while also 
updating employment taxes.

Businesses will be able to reduce their 
tax base if they hire young people up to 
age 29 and first-time job seekers, or if 
they invest in green and digital processes. 
In addition, tax breaks for donations are 
being raised from 0.3 percent to one 
percent of taxable income. Now, it will 
also be possible to claim a tax break for 
dona tions toward sports.

National Museum gets
a Golden Order of Merit
LJUBLJANA (STA) — On Oct. 27, Slo-
venian President Borut Pahor awarded 
the Golden Order of Merit to the National 
Museum of Slovenia in recognition of 
its 200th anniversary, and for the mu-
seum’s out standing contributions to the 
formation and preservation of Slovenia’s 
cultural, scientific and national identity.

Two hundred years ago in Ljubljana, 
the participants of the Congress of Lai-
bach proposed the establishment of a 
Homeland Museum that would collect 
“objects related to the history of the coun-
try, national creativity and literature, and 
the priceless treasures of nature.”

The museum was founded in 1821 and 
named the Carniolan Regional Museum. 
It was the first public museum on Slove-
nian lands. “Few people back then would 
have guessed that the museum would 
be celebrating its 200th anniversary in 
an independent sovereign country,” the 
award justification reads.

In the atmosphere of the awakening of 
nations within the Habsburg Monarchy at 
that time, the museum’s task was clear: 
it should be a medium of support for 
the formation of national consciousness 
and self-confidence for the inhabitants 
of Carniola.

During its 100th anniversary in 1921, 
just after the First World War, the mu-
seum became the National Museum and 
thus reaffirmed its purpose in changed 
political circumstances, as its new name 
implied. The nation-building role of the 
National Museum is also reflected in 
other ways. Museum collections have 
formed the basis for the entire network of 
modern museology in Slovenia, and have 
enabled the creation of other specialized 
and regional museums.

The National Museum of Slovenia 
was given its first real home in 1888. 
The palace built for the National Mu-
seum was the first building in Slovenia 
dedicated exclusively to culture, and it 
still houses the museum today.

As the justification goes on to say, 
“... the history of the National Museum 
represents the history of Slovenia, its 
events, and the country’s successes and 
achievements.”

The National Museum organized 
numerous events this year to mark the 
200th year since its inception. The prin-
cipal event, the Trail of Gold exhibition, a 
celebration of all 32 Slovenian museums 
organized in collaboration with the Na-
tional Museum, will remain on display 
through mid-May 2022.

New campaign promotes
seafood and fishing
IZOLA (STA) — Slovenia’s Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Food launched 
a national campaign in mid-October to 
promote local fisheries in an effort to 
raise awareness among consumers about 
the positive aspects of fish and mussels 
as food, and about the traditions and his-
tory of local fisheries. The campaign was 
presented by Minister Jože Podgoršek in 
Izola during the government’s visit to the 

coastal region and will run through the 
summer of 2023.

Minister Podgoršek said the advan-
tages of local fisheries were origin and 
quality, a clean environment and shorter 
transport routes, which was key to the 
freshness of seafood. Another important 
aspect of the campaign is the preserva-
tion of fishing traditions as an important 
part of Slove nia’s identity and cultural 
heritage. “With the campaign, we want to 
ensure that local fisheries have a reputa-
tion they deserve and to raise the value 
of [their] products,” he said.

The campaign, “Tastiest Stories from 
Our Waters,” will show that there is a 
wide range of high-quality local fish and 
mussels available around the entire coun-
try. With the help of the fishing industry, 
fish and mussels farm ers, and fish-
processing companies, the campaign 
will run on all major communications 
channels. The website nasasuperhrana.
si/ribe will also offer a map indicating 
where fresh seafood can be purchased.

Data from the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Forestry and Food shows that after 
a nearly decade-long downward trend, 
the fish catch from the Slovenian sea 
had again improved, currently averag-
ing some 150 tons per year. However, 
this year’s numbers were lower again, 
standing somewhere between 100 and 
120 tons.

For various reasons, the number of 
fish and mussels farmers has been drop-
ping ever since Slovenia gained inde-
pendence. Slovenia advocates measures 
to preserve its coastal fishing and allo-
cates funds toward the industry. “Let’s 
hope we manage to stop the downward 
trend with these measures,” Minister 
Podgoršek said.

Solution presented for
charging electric vehicles
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Slovenian 
telecommunications provider Telekom 
Slovenije and national elec tricity grid 
operator ELES have developed a solu-
tion for mass-charging electric vehicles 
which will enable smart-charging and 
remote control of power consumption. 
The energy-saving solution will be 
particularly suit able for businesses, the 
partners explained.

With the number of electric vehicles 
on Slovenian roads increasing, the need 
for charging stations is growing. One of 
the key steps in an effective transition 
to a green future will be to establish a 
network of intelligent e-charging stations 
across Slovenia and to offer affordable 
charging for a large number of electric 
vehicles.

In mid-October, Telekom Slovenije, 
ELES and NGEN, an energy systems 
solutions company, hosted a live dem-
onstration in Ljubljana, showcasing the 
operation of a new systems approach that 
the companies claim will enable charging 
entire fleets of electric vehicles at a low 
cost. The energy-saving solution will 
be particularly suitable for businesses 
with large vehicle fleets, they said. The 
demonstration presented the remotely-
controlled charging of electric vehicles at 
the premises of both Telekom and ELES.

As Uroš Salobir, the director of 
strategic innovation at ELES, pointed 
out, “Smart and economical charg-
ing of electric vehicles is particularly 
important at home and at work, where 
cars are plugged in for longer periods of 
time.” The participating companies also 
stressed the importance of cooperation. 
“Green transformation can only be suc-
cessful if we work together and share the 
know-how,” said Cvetko Sršen, president 
of the management board at Telekom 
Slovenije.

“The new solution is a part of the 
development of an infrastructure for the 
mass-charging of electric vehicles,” a 
Telekom Slovenije representative added.

Ljubljana launches 
special	Plečnik	tours
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Architecture 
aficionados will have an opportunity 
to explore the works de signed by Jože 
Plečnik as the Master Builder Plečnik 
guided tour of Ljubljana was introduced 
in October. The tour was announced 
after Plečnik’s major works in Ljubljana 
were included on the UNESCO World 
Heritage list in July.

The five-hour “boutique” tour takes 
visitors along a route of the architect’s 

major landmarks, as well as to lesser 
known works, while providing insight 
into his life.

Starting in the city center and ending 
at his home in Trnovo borough, the tour 
stops at the Triple Bridge, the market 
place, and the National and University 
Library, passing by lesser known sites 
such as the Jože Plečnik Secondary 
School, Šance on Ljubljana Hill, the 
Kiosk newsstand, and the Devil’s Court-
yard, among others.

The guides have been specially 
trained to bring Plečnik to life through 
tales and anecdotes from his life, and spe-
cial features such as a class at Plečnik’s 
office at the Faculty of Architecture, 
drinking a cup of coffee he loved, a 
picnic in Plečnik’s garden, and a virtual 
reality experience of his works that isn’t 
accessible otherwise.

In this way, the tour gradually portrays 
“the great mind of the most important 
Slovenian architect, whose works, vi-
sion and eye for detail have recently 
made Ljubljana part of the UNESCO 
World Heritage list,” according Turizem 
Ljubljana, the Ljubljana tourism board.

The project was co-financed by Slove-
nia and the EU. The tours are offered in 
Slovenian and English and are available 
every Thursday. Tours are also available 
by reservation, in which case they can be 
conducted in other languages.

Slovenian sites make 
the Best of Europe list
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Travel destina-
tions expert Terry Stevens has ranked 
five Slovenian sites on his list of the top 
50 European destinations released in his 
book “Wish You Were Here – Europe.” 
The only other European country to 
boast such a high number of places to 
see is Spain.

Stevens, who has visited Slovenia 
nearly 50 times and was a 2020 am-
bassador of Slovenian tourism, notes 
the country’s unique experiences and 
sustainable tourism.

The five selected destinations include 
Lake Bled and Lake Bohinj, the Soča 
River valley, Ljubljana, the Goriška Brda 
wine region, and the spa towns of Pod-
četrtek and Rogaška Slatina. The first 
three were included in Ste vens’ 2020 
release, “Wish You Were Here,” which 
included 50 destinations worldwide. 
The book, which sold out in six months, 
served as the inspiration for this year’s 
European version.

“I’ve fallen in love with [Slovenia],” 
Stevens said at an Oct. 25 presentation 
of the book in Ljubljana, highlight ing, 
among other things, architect Jože 
Plečnik’s works, the Church of the Holy 
Spirit in Javorca, the Maribor Old Vine, 
the breweries and the country’s athletes 
as the gems that shine brightest.

“I think Slovenia Unique Experiences 
are world-class experiences,” the destina-
tion specialist added, noting the role the 
Slovenian Tourist Organization played 
in promotional efforts.

All of the destinations included in the 
book have also passed muster according 
to the standards set by Stevens & Associ-
ates, which specializes in recognizing 
best practices in destination develop-
ment. To attain points, destina tions had 
to boast a sense of community, coopera-
tion, a clear vision, innovation, strong 
leadership and invest ment in tourism.

Wine train promotes 
tourism in Vipava Valley
AJDOVŠČINA (STA) — The Wine 
Train, a new tourism project aiming 
to promote wines and local cuisine in 
the Vipava Valley, has been launched. 
Following an initial test run at the end 
of August, the train tours started of-
ficially in late October and will take 
the first groups on wine-themed trips 
in December.

Passengers aboard the Wine Train 
will be able to observe the landscape 
while tasting local wines, and meet 
winemakers in the vintage passenger 
cars, according to the project develop-
ers. “We had been looking at the Nova 
Gorica-Ajdovščina railway line for 
some time since it has been completely 
abandoned in terms of passenger trans-
portation,” said Matjaž Zgonik, one of 
the project leaders.

The wine-themed tourism trips are 
expected to start in December, with 
regular trips planned during the upcom-
ing tourist season. The wine train’s route 
will start in Nova Gorica and conclude 
in Ajdovščina.
The articles comprising this feature have 
been reprinted with permission from the 
Slovenian Press Agency (STA).

In the past, individuals could often rely on having two 
sources of retirement income: Social Security and the 
pension their employer paid them. Having two reliable 

monthly checks coming in made it possible to have a 
financially secure retirement without necessarily having 
a lot of outside savings.

Now, though, most companies don’t offer pensions, 
and it’s critical to save money for retirement in order to 
supplement Social Security payments that, in nearly all 
cases, are inadequate to cover your living expenses. 

If you have a retirement nest egg, one thing you can 
do with a portion of your savings is purchase an annuity. 
By doing so, you can essentially build your own pen-
sion and get a guaranteed income to supplement Social 
Security for the rest of your life. The amount of money 
you’ll receive in monthly payments depends on your age 
when you purchase the annuity and how much money 
you contribute over the years

Some people choose to invest money in a combination 
of bonds and stocks, taking withdrawals on a regular basis 
to supplement retirement income. Invested wisely, your 
savings can continue to grow, with good odds of lasting 
throughout your retirement.

But there are two downsides to this strategy. First, 
you can’t absolutely guarantee that you won’t run out of 
money if your investments do poorly. Second, you’ll have 
to take smaller withdrawals to have the best chance of 
having your money last. using the common four percent 
retirement rule, a $100,000 portfolio would only generate 
$4,000 per year – or $333 per month – that you could 
safely withdraw.  

If you want to supplement your Social Security with more 
guaranteed income, an annuity can be a smart option. 
using a portion of your savings to buy an annuity while 
keeping the rest to invest and grow can 
give you the best of both worlds – as-
suming you’ve saved enough to do both.

Let’s talk today about how an SNPJ 
annuity can help you! Contact the SNPJ 
Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 for more 
information.

A solution for
retirement income
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May they always rest in peace.
Sadly missed by Mary Lou (Lipovec) Vidergar; 

Frank, Gretchen, Anna & Ivan Vidergar;
Keith, Lisa (Vidergar) & Mia Lucas.

Frank J. Vidergar
Louis LipoVec

Mary LipoVec gLad
MichaeL gLad

Remembering our dear ones 
during this holiday season and always...

Frank & Mary Vidergar and edith

Always in our thoughts

Frank Joseph Vidergar
March 15, 1935 – Dec. 27, 2007

Fourteen years have 
passed since you left us.

Mary Lou
Frank Jr., Gretchen, Anna & Ivan

Lisa, Keith & Mia

We will always love you.

Sis. Violet J. Pazzie
• Lodge 225 •

GIRARD, Kan. —  The 
Pazzie family and the mem-
bers of Lodge 225 sadly report 
the Aug. 13, 2021, passing of 
Sis. Violet Jean Pazzie, 88, of 
Camp 50, Kan., at Ascension 
Via Christi Hospital, Pitts-
burg, Kan.

Sis. Pazzie was born Sept. 
17, 1932, at Mt. Carmel Hos-
pital in Pittsburg, a daughter 
of Rudy and Jenny (Giovana) 
Okroglic Humar. She was part 
of a first-generation family 
born in the United States. 

Violet worked for Kansas 
State College of Pittsburg, for 
Prudential, and for the Fox 
Insurance Agency. She grew 
up on a farm near Camp 50 
and graduated from Girard 
High School in 1949. She 
married Robert Pazzie on 
June 14, 1952; he preceded 
her in death.

A 70-year member of SNPJ 
Lodge 225, she was also a 
member of St. Joseph Catholic 
Church in Arma, the Altar 
Society, the Kansas Library 
Board, and the American Le-
gion Auxiliary. She was also 
active in Kansas politics, hav-
ing run for state representative, 
and attended many functions 
in Topeka, Kan., as well as 
the National Convention in 
Houston. 

In 2013 she had the opportu-
nity to travel back to her home 
country of Slovenia to visit 
relatives and see the birthplaces 
of her parents. 

Violet enjoyed her kids’ 
activities, fishing and camping 
with family and friends, travel-
ing, gardening, board games, 
playing cards, and spending 
countless hours stargazing, 
watching the phases of the 
moon and looking for UFOs. 
She always rooted for the un-
derdog in any contest, and the 
underprivileged held a special 
place in her heart.

Survivors include two 
daughters, Robbi Ann Pazzie 
of Camp 50 and Vicki (Ronal) 
Cooper of Owensville, Mo.; a 
son, Steve (Jennifer) Pazzie 

of Augusta, Kan.; four grand-
children, Jeremy Pazzie, Ca-
leb (Megan) Pazzie, Nathan 
(Rhiannon) Cooper, and Ryan 
(Courtney) Cooper; one great-
grandson, Kason Cooper; and 
a great-granddaughter due in 
December.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; her husband; 
a sister, Jane Colvin; and a 
brother, Rudy Humar.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Pazzie 
on Aug. 21 at St. Joseph 
Catholic Church. Burial of Sis. 
Pazzie’s cremains followed in 
Mt. Carmel Cemetery, Fron-
tenac, Kan.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 225 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Pazzie’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. Gregory L. Schroeder
• Lodge 225 •

GIRARD, Kan. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 225 sadly report 
the Aug. 14, 2021, passing of 
Bro. Gregory L. Schroeder, 
70, of Franklin, Kan., at the 
Arma Health and Rehabilita-
tion Center, Arma, Kan. He 
was a 43-year member of SNPJ 
Lodge 225.

Bro. Schroeder was born 
July 1, 1951, in Wichita, Kan., 
a son of the late Paul and Mar-
garet (VanGieson) Schroeder. 
He was raised in Franklin, 
graduated from Franklin 
Grade School, and lived in 
Franklin most of his life. He 
graduated from Girard High 
School in 1969, later attending 
Kansas State Teachers College 
(Pittsburg State University), 
and studied cabinet and fur-
niture making. 

Greg was a layout man for 
McNally Manufacturing in 
Pittsburg, Kan., worked for 
the Crawford County High-
way Department, and later 
worked for Wiseman Tire in 
Frontenac, Kan. 

Survivors include a brother, 
Mark (Debbie) Schroeder of 
Arma; a niece, Katie Tucker; 
and three nephews, Michael, 
Marc and Chad Schroeder. He 
was preceded in death by his 
parents and a nephew, Cody 
Schroeder.

A funeral service for Bro. 
Schroeder was held Aug. 17 
at Bedene Funeral Home, 
Arma. Burial followed in 
Pittsburg Garden of Memories 
Cemetery.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 225 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our condolences to Bro. 
Schroeder’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

Sis. RoseAnn Weidner
• Lodge 89 •

MIDWAY, Pa. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 89 sadly report 
the Aug. 20, 2021, passing of 
Sis. RoseAnn Mucha Weidner, 
73, of McDonald, Pa., in Al-
legheny General Hospital, 
Pittsburgh.

Sis. Weidner was born July 
1, 1948, in Canonsburg, Pa., a 
daughter of the late Paul M. 
and Jennie Smorag Mucha, 
and spent her whole life in 
McDonald. She was a 1966 
graduate of Fort Cherry High 
School, a lifelong member 
of St. Alphonsus Church, 
and in August 2021 she was 
recognized as a 50-year SNPJ 
member.

RoseAnn was a gif ted 
homemaker, always tending 
to the needs of her family and 
making sure that they were 
loved and cared for. When she 
had some free time, she enjoyed 
watching QVC as much as she 
could. 

She loved her family dearly; 
her husband, son, daughter-in-
law and grandsons were the 
most important people in her 
life. Whenever her family was 
with her, they always brought 
such a big smile to her face, and 
they always will know just how 
much she loves them.

Surviving is the love of 
her life, Charles R. Weidner, 
whom she married Aug. 8, 
1970; a son, Steven (Jennifer) 
Weidner of McDonald; two 
grandsons, Dylan and Nathan 
Weidner; a brother, Regis 
(Janet) Mucha of McDonald; 
and several nieces, nephews 
and cousins.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 89 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Weidner’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Margaret F. Campbell
• Lodge 776 •

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. 
— The members of Lodge 
776 sadly report the Aug. 30, 
2021, passing of Sis. Margaret 
F. Campbell, 89, of New Castle, 
Pa., at Avalon Place in New 
Castle.

Sis. Campbell was born 
Sept. 4, 1931, in Ellwood City, 
Pa., the daughter of the late 
Raymond and Beulah (Hum-
mel) Marshall.

Margaret was a graduate of 
Lincoln High School in Ell-
wood City. In 1952 she gradu-
ated from Jameson School of 
Nursing. After graduation, she 
went on to be a nurse at vari-
ous nursing homes and was the 
director of nursing at Macaluso 

Nursing Home for more than 
20 years. 

Margaret enjoyed crochet-
ing and attending church 
activities. In addition to her 
SNPJ Lodge 776 membership, 
she was a lifelong member of 
Bell Memorial Presbyterian 
Church, where she sang in the 
choir. What gave Margaret the 
most joy in life was spending 
time with her family.

On June 18, 1953, she mar-
ried her beloved husband of 44 
years, Chester J. Campbell Jr. 
He preceded her in death on 
April 10, 1998.

Margaret is survived by her 
five children, Dana R. Camp-
bell of Edinburg, Pa., Alan 
R. Campbell of New Castle, 
Brian J. Campbell of Abbott-
stown, Pa., Gary L. Campbell 
of New Castle, and Cindy J. 
Campbell of Boardman, Ohio; 
one brother, Edwin Marshall of 
New Castle; one foster sister, 
Vivian Schwirian of Zelieno-
ple, Pa; 10 grandchildren and 
16 great-grandchildren.

In addition to her parents 
and husband, she was preceded 
in death by a son, Steven J. 
Campbell; one foster sister, 
Yvonne; three foster brothers, 
Charles, Paul and John; one 
granddaughter, Nikki Frazier; 
and one grandson, Bennett 
Campbell.

A memorial service was 
held for Sis. Campbell on Sept. 
4 at Bell Memorial Presbyte-
rian Church, Ellwood City. 
Burial followed in Oak Park 
Cemetery, New Castle, along-
side her husband.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 776 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our condolences to Sis. 
Campbell’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

Sis. Carol Loy
• Lodge 106 •

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 106 sadly 
report the Sept. 1, 2021, pass-
ing of Sis. Carol L. (Moore) 
Underwood Loy, 82, of Oak-
dale, North Fayette Twp., 
Pa., in St. Clair Hospital, Mt. 
Lebanon, Pa.

Sis. Loy was born Dec. 15, 
1938, in Pittsburgh, a daughter 
of the late Homer and Olive 
(Simpson) Moore. 

Carol was a retired school 
bus driver for the West Al-
legheny School District. She 
loved to travel – whether it was 
to the beach, to go camping, to 
Canada, or simply to her back 
porch, she was always on the 
move. Her back porch was 
her favorite place to be; she 
enjoyed watching all the birds, 
especially her hummingbirds, 

and sharing a lot of laughter 
and memories with her family 
and friends there.

Surviving are her children, 
Darrell (Mary) Underwood, 
Deborah (Mark) Singiser, Lisa 
(Mark) Mourier and Laurie 
Pavicic; her grandchildren, 
Kevin, Michael, Matthew, 
Ashley, Christopher, Brandon, 
Travis, Ricky and Kayla; and 
her great-grandchild, Mila.

Along with her parents, 
she was preceded in death by 
her loving husband, Archie 
E. Loy, in 2008; and a sister, 

In Loving Memory

you are always in our hearts...
John & Alice cech

FRAtERNAl SYmPAtHIES
CONTINuE NEXT PAGESis. VIOLET J. PAzzIE (225)

Jean Ewing.
A funeral service was 

held for Sis. Loy on Sept. 
4 at Thomas-Little Funeral 
Service & Crematory, Impe-
rial. Interment followed in 
Robinson Run Cemetery, 
McDonald, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 106 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Sis. 
Loy’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

kAREN A. PINtAR
National Secretary/COO

dEAtHS REPoRtEd
For the month of October 2021
   dAtE oF
lodgE NAmE dEAtH CItY, StAtE
 A01 Virginia M. Dziack 07-22-2021 Baden, Pa.
 A01 George Valentine Jr. 08-26-2021 McKeesport, Pa.
 A01 John J. Meyers 08-08-2021 Bath, Pa.
	 2	 Josephine	Sneckus	 08-16-2021	 Springfield,	Ill.
 5 Josephine R. Lesko 09-02-2021 Newbury, Ohio
 5 Robert Zeleznik 09-24-2021 Medina, Ohio
 5 Lena R. Zeleznik 09-24-2021 Medina, Ohio
 6 Robert A. Goll 08-26-2021 Jacksonville, Fla.
 87 Dolores J. Vivio 10-14-2021 West Newton, Pa.
 106 Frances Fox 11-30-2019 Primm Springs, Tenn.
 106 Barbara J. Andrews 09-19-2021 Weirton, W.Va.
 138 Lillian Opeka 08-15-2021 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 153 Jason E. Clark 09-08-2021 New Castle, Pa.
 153 Joseph J. Pitko Jr. 09-22-2021 Poland, Ohio
 158 Juanita Brinkman 08-27-2021 Euclid, Ohio
 158 Dorothy D. Dezelon 12-02-2020 Mentor, Ohio
 165 Dorothy Skufca 05-15-2021 Perryopolis, Pa.
 174 William J. Callahan 03-02-2021 Fredericksburg, Va.
 174 Genevieve L. Callahan 03-02-2021 Fredericksburg, Va.
 174 Dorothy N. Dablock 09-30-2021 Blairsville, Pa.
 207 Glenn Kenda 08-20-2021 Roundup, Mont.
 225 Violet J. Pazzie 08-13-2021 Arma, Kan.
 254 Norma J. Cindric 09-28-2021 Scottdale, Pa.
 449 John H. Schulz 05-10-2021 Osage Beach, Mo.
 518 David J. Kryston 06-05-2021 Monroe, Mich.
 576 Elizabeth D. Urbas 07-06-2021 Westlake, Ohio
 584 Rosemary Demshar 09-30-2021 Milwaukee, Wis.
 603 Mark D. Mayhew 08-27-2021 Palm Coast, Fla.
 603 Robert L. Volker Sr. 09-21-2021 Port Orange, Fla.
 629 Joseph Benvin 09-08-2021 Latrobe, Pa.
 715 John Kastelic Jr. 09-17-2021 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 715 John M. Kurta 09-17-2021 Monroeville, Pa.
 715 Edward J. Sporcic 07-27-2021 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 729 Lilli Shine 04-08-2021 Cranberry Twp., Pa.
 782 Paul A. Law 09-01-2021 Webster, N.Y.
 782 Sara E. Pica 08-15-2021 New Castle, Pa.

Looking for information on your 
SNPJ life insurance and annuity 
policies? Pay a visit to snpj.org, click 
the “PolicyView login” link and 
follow the step-by-step instructions.

at your fingertips
information
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Sis. Josephine R. Lesko
• Lodge 5 •

CLEVELAND — The mem-
bers of Lodge 5 sadly report 
the Sept. 2, 2021, passing 
of Sis. Josephine “Peppe” 
(Makse) Lesko, 97, of New-
bury, Ohio. She was a 48-year 
SNPJ member.

Sis. Lesko was born Oct. 20, 
1923, in Cleveland, a cherished 
daughter of the late Joseph and 
Julia (Gruden) Makse. She was 
employed as a packer for Great 
Lake Cheese, and continued to 
work in housekeeping at Holly 
Hill Nursing Home until the 
age of 90.

Strong in her faith, she was 
an active member of St. Helen 

Catholic Church for the 57 
years she lived in Newbury, 
and an active member of 
St. Vitus Catholic Church 
for the 40 years she lived in 
Cleveland.

Peppe always kept busy, 
whether she was at work, at 
church, or participating in the 
Slovenian clubs, Cleveland 
East Side Turners, American 
Red Cross, Red Hat Society, 
AARP, and the 90 and Over 
Birthday Club. She enjoyed 
dancing at the SNPJ Farm and 
was a huge joy to be around.

She was extremely active, 
and was a multi-gold medal 
winner of local and national 
Senior Olympics. She was also 
a volunteer Red Cross water 
safety instructor, teaching hun-
dreds of children how to swim. 

Sis. Lesko was the beloved 

wife for 40 years of the late 
Stephen Lesko; loving mother 
of Linnette Davis, Leonard 
(Paula) Lesko and Steve Lesko; 
devoted grandmother of Gary 
(Jackie) Davis, Melanie (Na-
than) Lloyd, Christina Davis, 
Christopher Lesko, Matthew 
(Simone) Lesko, Michael 
(Carina) Lesko, and the late 
Michele Lesko; the great-
grandmother of seven; and 
dearest sister of Mitzi Mihalic 
and the late Joseph Makse.

Peppe was a kindhearted 
woman who enjoyed listening 
and dancing to polkas, spend-
ing time with her pets, travel-
ing, going to the casino, and 
most importantly attending 
family get-togethers. She will 
be deeply missed. 

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Lesko 
on Sept. 8 at St. Helen Catholic 
Church, Newbury Twp., Ohio. 
Burial followed in All Souls 
Cemetery, Chardon, Ohio.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 5 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our condolences to Sis. 
Lesko’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Carol M. Ciccone
• Lodge 721 •

ALIQUIPPA, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 721 sadly 
report the Oct. 7, 2021, pass-
ing of Sis. Carol M. Ciccone, 
73, of West Aliquippa after an 
extended illness.

Sis. Ciccone was born Dec. 
20, 1947, the only child of the 
late Albert “Red” and Stella 
(Zagar) Ciccone. In addition to 
her parents, she was preceded 
in death by many cherished 
family members.

A 55-year SNPJ Lodge 
721 member, Carol was also 
a member of Mary Queen of 
Saints Parish (St. Titus) in 
Aliquippa. She was a former 
employee of H.H. Robertson 
and the former U.S. Airways, 
where she worked as a crew 
scheduler until her retirement.

Carol enjoyed spending 
time with her family and play-
ing bingo with her friends. She 
will live in the hearts of her 
loving and caring cousins and 
friends who survive her.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Ciccone 
on Oct. 11 at Mary Queen of 
Saints Parish. Private inter-
ment followed in Mt. Olivet 
Cemetery, Aliquippa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 721 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Ciccone’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Juanita J. Lloyd
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the Oct. 12, 2021, 
passing of Sis. Juanita “Jean” 
Lloyd, of Strabane, at the age 
of 85.

Sis. Lloyd was born Dec. 12, 
1935, the daughter of the late 
Elizabeth and Pierre Dehosse 
of Strabane.

For a time, she and her fam-
ily resided in Bicknell, Ind., 
and it was always a pleasure 
to hear her accounts of those 
wonderful childhood memo-
ries. Throughout her life she 
would say, “Everyone is so 
good to me!”

Jean’s love of roller skating 
led her to meet, and eventually 
marry, William “Bill” Lloyd, 
and together they had four 
children. She was a baseball 
mom, a dance mom, and was 
lovingly known as “Grandma 
Lloyd” to so many, too numer-
ous to count.

She was employed in food 
service at Mayview State Hos-
pital, working there for more 
than 30 years. She was a 54-
year member of SNPJ Lodge 
138, and a member of VFW 
#191 in Strabane. She also 
looked forward to her monthly 
AFSME union meetings with 
her former co-workers.

Jean loved everyone, was al-

PRoSVEtA Crossword
Happy Holidays (#1221) by StatePoint Media

ACRoSS
1. “Lord of the Flies” shell
6. *New Year’s Eve choice: 
  Brut or Demi-____
9. Get-out-of-jail money
13. Convex molding
14. *“____ I Want for Christmas...”
15. Sign of life
16. Redo, to a carpenter
17. Flying saucer acronym
18. Often-missed humor
19. *Hanukkah toy
21. *____ Santa, gift-giving
  tradition
23. Ides mo.
24. Part of a hammer
25. Cook’s leaf
28. “Hey!”
30. Brain’s ____ system
35. Revered one
37. “____ Your Enthusiasm”
39. Capital of Egypt
40. Went by horse
41. “I do” spot
43. *____ Sandler’s 
  “Eight Crazy Nights”
44. Scary movie consequence
46. Dexterity
47. Boundary line
48. Modern self-portrait
50. Superman’s last name
52. Actor’s domain
53. Wild plum

55. Mama sheep
57. *“I’ll be home for Christmas,
  if only in my ____”
60. *African-American
  celebration
64. Town news announcer
65. Charged particle
67. Elephant poacher’s ware
68. Give new guns
69. *The night before Christmas
70. Present
71. *Like a Christmas sweater,
  often
72. uncooked
73. Adherents of Sikhism

dowN
1. umbilical connection
2. *“Grandma got run ____ 
  by a reindeer...”
3. *Santa’s “cheeks were like
  roses, his ____ like a cherry”
4. Request to Geico
5. Carriage on top of elephant
6. Pulitzer winner Bellow
7. *Santa helper
8. Bring to an end
9. Jefferson’s Vice President
10. Medicinal succulent
11. Negative contraction
12. Bovine hangout
15. Alfresco meal
20. Novelist Jong

22. Sushi restaurant choice
24. *Have a piece of Christmas
  Goose, e.g.
25. *“Five golden rings, 
  four calling ____...”
26. Dig intensely
27. Cry of the Alps
29. *Time for log
31. Address with apostrophe
32. Stays somewhere
33. About to explode
34. *Vixen follower
36. Table extension
38. Diamond’s corner
42. Sign up again
45. Divest one of a gun
49. “Slippery” tree
51. Mark and Shania
54. Twig of a willow tree
56. End of a poem
57. Fortune-teller’s residue
58. Iranian coin
59. Suggestive of the 
 supernatural
60. Was aware of
61. Fall asleep, with ‘out’
62. Foot part
63. Pirates’ affirmatives
64. French vineyard
66. Female gametes

the solution to puzzle #1221 will 
run in the Jan. 3 issue.

© StatePoint Media

ways cheerful, and her patience 
with people was remarkable! 
She made many lifelong friend-
ships while bowling, playing 
bingo and, upon occasion, 
golfing. One of her favorite 
sports was fishing, but please 
don’t forget a can of Pepsi and 
a straw!

Surviving are a brother, 
Perry “Pat” Williams of Hous-
ton, Pa.; a son, Bob Lloyd Sr.; 
a daughter-in-law, Joann; and 
a former daughter-in-law, Deb-
bie Lloyd. She was blessed to 
have a special bond with her 
neighbor, daughter-in-law and 
caregiver Tina Lloyd, with 
whom she shared so many 
wonderful memories. Also 
surviving are many nieces and 
nephews.

Blessing her life were 
her grandchi ld ren,  Bob 
(Heather) Lloyd Jr., Charity 
Lloyd, Bill (Tracie) Lloyd 
III, John (Christina) Lloyd, 
David (Nichole) Lloyd, An-
thony (Carrie) Vucich, Rob-
bie (Amanda) Haught, and 
Adrienne (Lauren) Haught. 
Also lighting up her life 
were her great-grandchildren, 
Brayden and Ayceton Lloyd, 
Billy and Kenny Lloyd, Hunter 
Lloyd, Kendle Haught, Ro-
men Simonlli, and the newest 
addition, baby Elliot Joseph 
Vucich; along with great-
great-grandsons Giovanni and 
Lorenzo Mussolino.

Services for Sis. Lloyd 
were held Oct. 15 in Salandra 
Funeral & Cremation Services, 
Canonsburg, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Sis. 
Lloyd’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Angeline M. Dragan
• Lodge 34 •

INDIANAPOLIS — The 
members of Lodge 34 sadly 
report the Oct. 17, 2021, 
passing of Sis. Angeline M. 
Dragan, 91.

Sis. Dragan was born Jan. 
23, 1930, in Indianapolis to 
the late Cosimo and Josephine 
Raimondi. She was the long-
time owner/operator of a pro-
duce stand at the City Market.

A 36-year member of SNPJ 
Lodge 34, Angeline served 
as Lodge recording secretary 
for a number of years and was 
the current chairperson of the 
Lodge auditors. She was also 
a 50-plus year member of St. 
Jude Catholic Church and a 
longtime member of the Slo-
venian Women’s Union. 

Angeline enjoyed her fam-
ily, reading, puzzles and cook-
ing. She was very proud of her 
Italian heritage.

Survivors include her 
daughters, Mary Dragan and 
Josephine (Jeff) Thompson; 
grandchi ldren Kimberly 
Thompson, Martina Schuett 
and Charles (Lisa) Thompson; 
great-grandchildren Angelina, 
Michael, Claire and Theo; and 
many nieces and nephews.

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by 
her husband, Martin Dragan.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Dragan 
on Oct. 22 in St. Jude Catholic 
Church, Indianapolis. She 
was laid to rest in Calvary 
Cemetery.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 34 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Dragan’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.PRoSVEtA Crossword

FALL FuN (#1121) solution

Sis. ANGELINE M. DRAGAN (34)

Sis. Judy Dedic, a 50-year member of Pioneer Lodge 559
in Chicago, submitted this photo which originally appeared
in the Nov. 15, 1972, issue of the Cicero Life (Cicero, Ill.)
newspaper. The photo, which Sis. Dedic attributes to 
a promotion for a strudel sale held by members of the 
Women’s Auxiliary at the former Slovene Center in Cicero,
shows [from left] Anna zefran, Mary Dedic (Sis. Dedic’s 
mother-in-law), Lillian Kabal and Jennie Sedlar working in 
unison to roll a strudel. While it may be true that “too many 
cooks spoil the broth,” it seems you can never have too 
many busy hands when it comes to preparing a delicious 
Slovenian strudel!

From some archive
Anyone for a Holiday Strudel?

SNPJ Scholarship Fund donations
for the months of September & October 2021
William & Nancy (138) Barnard, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. ........................................... $1,000
In	memory	of	Lillian	Opeka
Fontana Slovene Button Box Club,
Fontana, Calif. .............................................. $250
Brinocar	Estate,	LaSalle,	Ill. .................... $106.58
Leopold	Biščak,	Dolnja	Košana,	Slovenia.....$100
In	memory	of	his	cousin,	Donald	Urbanic
SNPJ Lodge 31, Sharon, Pa. .......................... $40
In	memory	of	deceased	member	John	Detelich
SNPJ Lodge 31, Sharon, Pa. ......................... $40
In	memory	of	deceased	member	Brett	Brace
Marilyn E. Gfroerer, Pittsburgh, Pa. ................ $25
In	memory	of	Lillian	Opeka

The following donations were made 
in memory of Sis. Antonia Vodnik (584)

Duane & Dorothy Bluemke, Elm Grove, Wis. .. $500

Charles P. Purpero, Big Bend, Wis. ............. $500

Randall J. Vodnik, Franklin, Wis. .................. $200

Tim and Michelle Sulzer, Minocqua, Wis. ..... $100

James P. Lombardo, Milwaukee, Wis. ......... $100

Terrance E. Ronsman, Cedarburg, Wis. ...... $100

Ed Dirkmann and Family, Don and Sue Dirkmann, 
Dave and Lynn Dirkmann and family,
Mishicot, Wis.;  and Tom & Kay Surfus and family, 
Avon,	Ind.. ...................................................... $75

Mark & Jeanne Nicholson, 
Hales Corners, Wis. ........................................ $50

Theodore & Patricia Engelbart, 
Hustiford, Wis. ................................................ $50

Jacqueline Podewils, New Berlin, Wis. ........... $50

Richard & Cynthia Kollauf, Waterford, Wis. .... $50

Susan C. Stauffer, Greendale, Wis. ............... $25

Joel & Michele Vodnik, Eagle, Wis. ................ $25

Dale & Linda Kulwicki, Muskego, Wis. ........... $25

Don & Debbie Hannes, Franklin, Wis. ............ $20

Laverne Behrens, Franksville, Wis. ................ $20
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 Friday, Feb. 18, 6:30 p.m.
 Saturday, Feb. 19, 9 a.m.
 Saturday, Feb. 19, 2 p.m.

MEN
Doubles & Singles Events

at Sygan Lodge 6 
540 Third Ave.

Bridgeville, PA 15017
Phone: (412) 221-9862

 Sunday, Feb. 20, 9 a.m.
 Sunday, Feb. 20, Noon
 Sunday, Feb. 20, 3 p.m.

MEN
Team Event

at Strabane Lodge 138 
269 Latimer Ave.

Strabane, PA 15363
Club: (724) 745-9860
Lanes: (724) 745-9775

WOMEN
Doubles & Singles Events

at Strabane Lodge 138 
269 Latimer Ave.

Strabane, PA 15363
Club: (724) 745-9860
Lanes: (724) 745-9775

 Saturday, Feb. 19, 9:30 a.m.
 Saturday, Feb. 19, 2:30 p.m.

WOMEN
Team Event

at Sygan Lodge 6 
540 Third Ave.

Bridgeville, PA 15017
Phone: (412) 221-9862

 Sunday, Feb. 20, 9:30 a.m.
 Sunday, Feb. 20, 12:30 p.m.
 Sunday, Feb. 20, 3:30 p.m.

The entry fee for each event is $15 per bowler, $9.00 of which shall be used for prizes 
and $6.00 for bowling. An extra $5 is charged to all who desire to compete for 

handicap all-events prizes. The Slovene National Benefit Society adds $6 
per member to each prize fund except all-events.

Return form, along with fees of $15 per person, per event, to:
Den Brand

405 Forbes St., Bridgeville, PA 15017
e-mail: dhbrand3517@gmail.com

Make checks payable to SNPJ Lodge 6
ENTRY DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 1, 2022

The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament 
rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department, 

247 West Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126.

1.

2.

1.

2.

All-Events
$5 per 
person

YES/NO

Highest 
Average
2020-21

Lodge
  No.

Doubles & Singles 
Entry fee $30 per person

Friday/Saturday Only

1.

2.

3.

4.

Highest
Average
2020-21

Lodge
No.

Four Person Team Event
Entry fee $60 per team

Sunday Only

Submit bowlers’ names by position in lineup

SNPJ Winter Classic Bowling Tournament
February 18-20, 2022

Team name _____________________________________
Team captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

co-sponsored by SNPJ Lodge 6 and SNPJ Lodge 138 
and SNPJ Athletic Districts 1 and 2

lodgE 518 CARdS
FROM PAGE 1 

The A Million Thanks 
organization provides sup-
port and appreciation to our 
active and veteran military 

men and women by sending 
letters and granting better-
ment of life wishes, as well 
as providing higher educa-
tion scholarships to their 
children.

SNPJ Lodge 518 effort 
benefits military families

A note written by Lodge 518 member Sis. Bertha Herron
in one of the cards forwarded to A Million Thanks.

Many expressions of gratitude were thoughtfully included in 
the greeting cards written by Lodge 518 members.

PAgEANt FUNd-RAISINg
FROM PAGE 1 

opportunities for members to 
be involved across the orga-
nization.

We thank all who were able 
to participate, and were glad to 
collect some great ideas and 
feedback from our supporters 
and collaborators.  

Since the November PROS-
VETA issue, we have received 
the following donations to the 

Pageant Booster Fund. We 
greatly appreciate everyone’s 
support:

Katie (158) and Brian O’Boyle
SNPJ Lodge 581, St. Marys, Pa.

SNPJ Lodge 142, Cleveland
Shannon Muraco (138)

We hope everyone enjoys 
the upcoming holidays with 
loved ones, and we hope to 
see you at an SNPJ event soon!

Fund-raising for the Miss 
SNPJ Pageant continues

by MARCIA KLANCER BLEGGI
Lodge 581 Secretary/Treasurer

ST. MARYS, Pa. — SNPJ 
Lodge 581 members held their 
annual meeting on Nov. 7, 
electing officers and planning 
the Lodge calendar and activi-
ties for 2022.

The first Lodge meeting 
of 2022 will be held Jan. 3 
at Wildwoods in St. Marys. 
All members are invited to 
attend the quarterly meetings. 
Contact Lodge Secretary/Trea-
surer Marcia Klancer Bleggi at 
marcia.and.don@gmail.com or 
phone (814) 335-4983.

You can check our activities 
on Facebook: SNPJ St. Marys 
PA Lodge 581 or NC Slovenian 
Polka Boosters.

Manca Miklavčič and Julija 
Srpčič, third-year students at 
the gymnasium in Novo Mesto, 
Slovenia, reached out to Marcia 
Bleggi as part of an EU project 
supported by Norway, Liech-
tenstein and Iceland. Their 
submission to “The Heart of a 
City,” a project that focuses in 
part on migration and the de-
scendants of generations who 
emigrated in the 19th century, 
deals with the families in the 
United States whose relatives 
emigrated from Slovenia, and 
how they maintain their con-
nections to Slovenia and the 
Slovenian culture. 

Some of the questions they 
asked included: Do you have 
relatives in Slovenia? Are you 
a member of a Slovenian so-
ciety? Do you cook Slovenian 

SNPJ members support Slovenian students’ project
food? How are you staying in 
touch with Slovenian culture? 
Do you read Slovenian books 
or magazines? Have you vis-
ited Slovenia?

Marcia, who is in close con-
tact with her family members in 
Slovenia, answered all of their 
questions, and sent pictures 
of her family and of the many 
things in her home that came 
from Slovenia.

She and her husband travel 
to Slovenia frequently and have 
spoken in the schools in the 
Trebnje and Mirna areas, point-
ing out the similarities and 
differences of the countries. 
Students are often surprised by 
the fact that there is a sharing 
of music, foods and traditions.  
This became a wonderful shar-
ing experience. 

Marcia has also gained her 
Slovenian citizenship and was 
happy to share that special 
experience.

John Troha, a Lodge 581 
officer, also shared his fam-
ily history with the Slovenian 
students. His grandparents, his 
father and his mother all served 
as Lodge 581 officers. 

John and his family have 
visited Slovenia, and he has 
continued to keep in touch with 
his heritage through the SNPJ 
and the polka boosters club, 
and by studying his ancestry.  
In his grandmother’s kitchen, 
he shared the special foods of 
Slovenia, including her potica, 
strudel and wonderful soups.

Judith Manno Stager, a 

member of SNPJ Lodge 223, 
also agreed to share her family 
history and love of Slovenia 
with Manca and Julija. Judith 
also cooks Slovenian dishes 
and has been to Slovenia sev-
eral times, researching her an-
cestry and immersing herself 
in the Slovenian culture. 

Judy has been learning to 
play the accordion and the 
music of her grandparents. 
Her love of Slovenia made her 
a perfect candidate to be inter-
viewed. She has shared this 

love with her grandchildren, 
taking them to the homeland 
of their family.

The writing project with 
which Manca and Julija are 
involved is based in Oslo, 
Norway; Slovenia is one of 
15 EU members involved in 
the Active Citizens Fund. The 
students have entered their 
writing and are waiting for it 
to be published on the project 
website. More information 
can be found online at “Active 
Citizens Fund Slovenia.”

Manca Miklavčič and Julia Srpčič, two students from Novo 
Mesto, Slovenia, conducted research for a project that focuses 
in part on migration and the descendants of generations who 
emigrated from Slovenia in the 19th century.

Hodgepodge
from the 

Reveliers Lodge
by CHRISTINE PETuKAuSKAS

Lodge 33 Secretary/Treasurer

AMBRIDGE, Pa. — Hello, friends of 
SNPJ. It’s been a long time since I’ve writ-
ten, but with all the challenges over the past 
year, our Lodge hasn’t had much activity. 
I hope this finds you healthy, safe and 
happy, as well as admiring the decorative 
beauty of the yuletide season surrounding 
us everywhere we go. Thanksgiving is 
now a beautiful memory and Christmas 

is approaching quickly! 
Lodge 33 recently met to discuss the 

upcoming Christmas party, and we look 
forward to celebrating with our friends 
from Aliquippa Lodge 721. The celebra-
tion will be held Saturday, Dec. 11, at  
Imperial Lodge 106. The festivities begin 
at 4 p.m.; dinner will be served at 4:30. 

If you’re planning to attend, please 
contact one of your Lodge officers to 
discuss the details. Lodge 33 members 
can contact Irene Pendel by phone or text 
at (412) 418-8704. 

Those attending are asked to bring 
canned goods or non-perishable food items 
to be donated to a local food pantry. There 
will be goodies for the children, along with 
a special visit from the jolly man in the 
red suit. Holiday music will heighten the 
spirit of the season, and a Chinese auction 
will add to the merriment. 

Please RSVP by Dec. 4 so we have 
an accurate count of those participating. 
Your response to meet this deadline is 
appreciated!

We’d like to recognize our 50-year 
members from 2020 and 2021 since we 
didn’t gather last year to acknowledge 
them. Congratulations to the follow-
ing individuals who have reached this 
milestone: In 2020, Robert Strano, Ed 
Roginski, Frank Kosela, Carol Molchen, 
Robert Jerman, Anthony Rosenberger 
and Carl Mourovic; and in 2021, William 
Kouvolo, Jean Grandovic and Michael 
Smolinsky.

May the Christmas spirit be alive in 
your heart all year through, and may 
you feel the warmth of your family’s 
love – the best gift! Wishing you a New 
Year filled with hope and peace. Merry 
Christmas to all!

lodgE 771 doNAtIoNS
FROM PAGE 1 

make these boxes and can just 
picture the children’s faces as 
they open them.

We are also donating non-
perishable items to Second 
Harvest Food Bank of the 

Mahoning Valley. The food 
bank has some drop-off boxes 
in our area. We believe our 
donations will be of help to 
those in need.

We wish all a healthy, safe 
and merry Christmas, and a 
happy New Year!

Lodge 771 selects charity 
partners for the holidays

SNPJ membership Anniversaries 
December 2021

 lodge member
 2 Janice K. Fusinatto
 3 Victor J. Hrescak
 5 Denise L. Kneisley
 6 Marlene M. Pelino
 33 Anthony T. Rosenberger
 33 Carl G. Mourovic
 87 Susan A. Zezzo
 106 Nancy L. Hanlon
 138 Dennis L. Smodic
 138 Kenneth W. Kosem
 153 William L. Ellis
 174 Patricia W. Jocke
 174 Patricia A. Horvath
 207 Diana L. Cannon
 218 Paula J. Crawford
 218 John R. Montoro
 358 Michael S. Wolski
 559 Christine A. Tanyko

 lodge member
 559 Michael F. Bregar
 559 David S. Kuban
 562 Doranne R. Lucas
 564 Cecilia M. Giles
 564 Stacy E. Krainz
	 576	 Jonathan	C.	Ivec
 576 Beverly A. Lestock
 584 Douglas B. Robinson
 584 Joann C. Rompella
 584 Jeffrey J. Watson
 584 Kathleen Riordan
 584 Gale M. Niemi
 603 Patricia M. Tilley
 629 Nancy G. Wennerstrom
 643 John S. Skufca
 723 William D. Alexander
 A01 Howard G. Massung

50-Year members

 lodge member
 6 Dolores R. Zurman
 34 Trina Chastain
 138 Michael F. Cruny
 218 Gaylene J. Niccoli
 218 Joseph A. Prunk
 223 George M. Pollock
 254 June L. Cobaugh

 lodge member
 257 Ruth M. Miller
 274 Roseann M. Conlon
 459 David P. Pechawer
 562 Jacqueline S. Vargo
 584 Kathleen R. Quarles
 629 Louis E. Vodopivec
 A01 Joanna Taus

60-Year members

 lodge member
 6 Erma Sekelik
 225 Betty D. Waisner
 254 Anna Smith
 559 Charles Janes
 564 Louise O. Lovsin

 lodge member
 604 Norma Merrill
 629 Marie Eckman
 723 Beverly A. Nelson
 782 Anna M. Zorch

70-Year members

80-Year members
 lodge member
 106 Mildred A. Wozniak
 174 Agnes M. Arhar

 lodge member
 265 Charles A. Dinardo
 584 Viola T. Moser

$3200 each
plus $5 shipping/handling

Name __________________________________________
Address ________________________________________
City/State/zip ____________________________________
Email __________________________________________
Phone ____________________  Number of copies _____

Return completed order form with full payment to:
SNPJ Heritage Center • 270 martin Road • Enon Valley, PA  16120

Make check or money order payable to SNPJ Heritage Center

slovenia
Slovenian cookbook, in English


