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follow SNPJ on 
Facebook!

Make snpj.org 
your first stop for 

SNPJ information 
on the go. 

Scan the code 
to get started.

The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are Feb. 1 and March 1. All material must 
be received by noon on Monday, Jan. 
17, for the Feb. 1 issue, and by Monday, 
Feb. 14, for the March 1 issue. If you’re 
concerned about making the deadline, 
send an e-mail to prosveta@snpj.com or 
submit your material via the publications 
area of our website, snpj.org.

THE
DEADLINE

briefly

2022

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office will be closed Monday, Jan. 3, 
2022, in celebration of the New Year. 
Normal office hours, 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., 
will resume Tuesday, Jan. 4. We wish all 
SNPJ members and friends the very best 
in the new year!

Home Office closed as we
celebrate the New Year

Elleanor R. Skrajner
Born Sept. 1, 2020

Cleveland Lodge 142
The members of Lodge 142 introduce 
Elleanor Rackus Skrajner as the newest 
member the Lodge family. Elleanor is the 
daughter of Matthew Skrajner (142) and 
Melissa Rackus, and the granddaughter of 
Dave and Kathy Skrajner (142), and Larry 
and Janet Rackus. We welcome Elleanor 
to the Society and extend our best wishes 
to her entire family. 

In accordance with the SNPJ Bylaws, the 32nd Regular SNPJ Convention will be held this year. 
The convention is scheduled for Monday, Aug. 15, 2022, at the SNPJ Recreation Center, Enon 
Valley, Pa.
The Society Bylaws require that delegates be elected in the months of March or April at a regular 
or special Lodge meeting. Detailed instructions are furnished to the Lodges.
Lodges with less than 75 adult members may unite to elect a delegate, but must unite no later than 
March 1, 2022. Additional information from the Society Bylaws follows. Lodges may apply to the 
Executive Committee for assistance.

Sec. 2. Number of delegates and Alternates. Each Lodge having seventy-five (75) or more 
members in good standing as of December 31 of the year prior to the election of delegates to the 
convention of the National Legislative Body shall be entitled to one delegate; each Lodge having 
two hundred fifty (250) or more members in good standing shall be entitled to two delegates; each 
Lodge having four hundred fifty (450) or more members in good standing shall be entitled to three 
delegates; each Lodge having six hundred fifty (650) or more members in good standing shall be 
entitled to four delegates; each Lodge having eight hundred fifty (850) or more members in good 
standing shall be entitled to five delegates; each Lodge having one thousand fifty (1,050) or more 
members in good standing shall be entitled to six delegates; and each Lodge having one thousand 
two hundred fifty (1,250) or more members in good standing shall be entitled to seven delegates; 
but no Lodge shall have more than seven delegates.
Two or more Lodges having less than seventy-five (75) members each, but whose combined 
membership shall be seventy-five (75) or more, may unite to elect a delegate, but no combination 
of Lodges shall be entitled to more than one delegate.
Lodges shall elect at least an equal number of alternates to their delegate or delegates. If the 
delegate(s) or alternates cannot attend, then the Lodge shall forfeit its rights to representation at 
the convention. Alternates shall be elected on a basis of order of succession. The first elected 
alternate is alternate to all delegates and will replace any one delegate who cannot attend the 
convention. If the first elected alternate becomes a delegate, the second alternate is next in line to 
succeed the next vacancy in the delegation. Subsequent vacancies shall be handled in the same 
manner. In balloting for alternates, the first alternate shall be the candidate to receive a majority 
and a greater number over the majority of votes cast. Each succeeding alternate shall be elected 
in a similar manner.

Sec. 3. Nomination and Election of delegates and Alternates. Nomination and election of 
delegates and alternates to the regular convention of the National Legislative Body shall be held at a 
regular or special meeting of the Lodges to take place no earlier than the first day of the month five 
(5) months prior to the month of the convention and ending no later than the last day of the month 
four (4) months prior to the convention.
Nomination and election of delegates and alternates to a special convention of the National Legisla-
tive Body shall be held during a period fixed by the Executive Committee.
Any member who is qualified may be nominated for delegate and/or alternate whether present 
at the meeting or not, provided valid reason is presented for the absence. Election of delegates 
and alternates shall be by ballot. The ballot shall contain the names of all those who accepted the 
nomination and who possess the requisite qualifications for delegates. The president of the Lodge 
shall appoint three (3) members as tellers for the election, none of whom are candidates for either 
delegates or alternates. Each delegate and alternate must receive a majority of votes cast to be 
elected. If no candidate has received a majority of votes cast, the candidate with the least number of 
votes shall be removed from the ballot until such time as someone receives a majority of votes cast. 
After a delegate (or alternate) has been elected, voting shall continue, with all previous candidates 
(including the person or persons who have been removed from the ballot) being eligible for election. 
This procedure shall continue until all positions have been filled. All delegates and alternates of a 
Lodge shall be nominated and elected at the same meeting.

• SNPJ 32nd National Convention •
Election of Convention 

delegates and alternates

SEE dELEGATE ELECTIoNS
ON PAGE 5

FONTANA, Calif. — Lodge 723 in Fon-
tana will hold their next Lodge meeting 
on Thursday, Jan. 20, starting at 6:30 p.m. 
via Google Meets. Please contact Julianne 
Wood to receive the meeting invitation 
and for any technical support. Julianne 
can be contacted at JulianneWood@
SNPJLodge723.org and (951) 300-3592. 

Lodge 723 meetings have been sched-
uled on the following dates for 2022: Jan. 
20, April 21, Aug. 18, Oct. 20, and Nov. 
17. All meetings will begin at 6:30 p.m. 
on Google Meets.

jULIANNE Wood
Lodge 723 Recording Secretary

Fontana Lodge 723 sets 
meeting dates for 2022

by KAREN A. PINTAR
SNPJ National Secretary/COO 

IMPERIAL, Pa. — On Dec. 15, 2021, 
SNPJ Lodge 459 in Flint, Mich., was dis-
solved and all members transferred into 
other Lodges as near to their place of 
residence as possible.

Letters were sent to all Lodge members 
informing them of this dissolution and of-
fering them the opportunity to choose a 
Lodge in which to transfer. If no response 
was received from the member, then a Lodge 
was selected for them.

We thank all of the members of the for-
mer Lodge 459 for their assistance with the 
transfers; we wish you all the best in your 
new Lodge. We also thank all of the former 
officers who were active in Lodge 459 over 
the years.

Lodge 459 
dissolved and 
all members 
transferred

IMPERIAL, Pa. — SNPJ is accept-
ing resumes for the part-time position 
of Fraternal Director for the adminis-
tration, management and oversight of 
SNPJ athletic tournaments and fraternal 
programs. See the SNPJ Home Office 
Position Available posting on page 2 for 
a complete job description.

Home Office position 
open: Fraternal Director

by KRISTEN CuShMAN BARNOT (138)
Miss SNPJ Pageant Commission

CLEVELAND — Greetings and happy New 
Year!

The Miss SNPJ Pageant Commission would 
like to thank all friends and family who contrib-
uted to the Miss SNPJ Pageant Booster Fund 
during the 57th Thanksgiving Polka Weekend 
held at the Holiday Inn in Independence, Ohio. 
We had a blast enjoying the music performed by 
more than 10 bands and entertainers, catching 
up with those we hadn’t seen in a while, and 

Miss SNPJ Pageant promotion heads to Cleveland

SEE PAGEANT PRomoTIoN
ON PAGE 8

Former Miss SNPJs [from left] 
TERESA mLAkAR koCI 
(1989), kAThY hLAd (1978), 
PATTI hLEbAk mISkULIN 
(1970), kRISTEN CUShmAN 
bARNoT (2013), CoURTNEY 
PAbIAN koENIG (2004) 
and jENNIFER SkRAjNER 
NEkIC (1995) sold tickets 
for the Miss SNPJ Pageant 
drawing held on Saturday 
during the Thanksgiving Polka 
Weekend in Cleveland.
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performing? 
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Complete and return to: 
PROSVETA

247 W. Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA  15126-9774

e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

by LOIS DENNING (41)
Westmoreland Fed. Treasurer

YUKON, Pa. — The aromas of 
bratwurst, sauerkraut, haluski, and 
pretzels with bier cheese filled the 
Yukon Slovenian Hall on Oct. 10, 
2021, as the Westmoreland Fed-
eration of SNPJ Lodges celebrated 
Oktoberfest with the Karl Lukitsch 
Autobahn band.

Festive decorations of beer 
bottles and sunflowers adorned 
the tables covered with traditional 
blue and white diamond-check 
table runners. It was a wonderful 
celebration of friends and family 
after two years! 

The Westmoreland County Fed-
eration of SNPJ Lodges was so happy 
to host this event. It’s our mission to 
promote our Slovenian heritage and 
keep polka dances alive!

Many thanks to Yukon’s best 
bartenders, Al and Carrie, for keep-
ing the pumpkin beer flowing. They 
always do a super job! 

Our desserts – which included 
creme puffs, krofi, brownies, pump-
kin bread, cherry chocolate almond 
cake, apple desserts, and many more 
– were so delicious. 

Thank you to the volunteers who 
always bake for our events, Joann 
Krance, Barb Liptak, Sandy Krance, 
Rose Govi, JoAnn Raspotnik and 
Mary Ann Bebar; and special thanks 
to Linda Procratsky for baking and 
helping us carry all our food and 
supplies into the hall.

Great music, good food and good 
company made this dance a success.

The Federation is now looking 
forward to 2022. Please join us for 
our next event, Pretty in Pink, on 
Sunday, June 26. This will be our 
11th year for this fund-raiser which 
helps local cancer patients with 
expenses for gas, groceries, utilities 
and many other necessities. Thank 
you to all who have supported this 
cause in the past; hopefully you can 
do so again in 2022!

Westmoreland Fed hosts an 
Oktoberfest event in Yukon

Alex Semuskie 
and kim 
Picchiarini 
enjoyed the 
Oktoberfest 
celebration 
hosted by the 
Westmoreland 
County Federation 
at the Yukon 
Slovenian hall.

Fraternal director
SNPJ is accepting resumes for the part-time position of Fraternal Director for 
the administration, management and oversight of SNPJ athletic tournaments 
and fraternal programs. Some duties can be completed remotely; however, 
several of the programs (approximately six) are weekend activities that require 
in-person oversight. Much of the work is administrative in nature.
This position promotes and administers the following SNPJ programs:
•	 SNPJ	 Athletic	 Tournaments	 (National	 Bowling,	 National	 Golf,	 National	

Balina, National Bean Bag, Winter Classic Bowling, Fall Classic Bowling, 
CAL	Don	Gorjup	Golf,	Family	Twosome	Bowling),	working	with	tournament	
secretaries, volunteers and the SNPJ National Athletic Board.

•	 Young	Adult	Conference
•	 Miss	SNPJ	Pageant
•	 Youth	Circles/youth	activities
•	 Slovenefest	children’s	games
•	 SNPJ	Lodge	Bonus	Program
•	 Regional	Fraternal	Activities
•	 Communication	with	SNPJ	Lodge	secretaries	on	special	activities
Position Requirements:
•	 Familiarity	with	SNPJ	programs	helpful
•	 Effective	communication	and	presentation	skills,	including	virtual	
 communication
•	 Experience	with	event	planning	and	administration
•	 Good	administrative	skills	necessary
•	 Proficiency	in	Microsoft	software	(Office,	Word,	Excel,	etc.)
Compensation (part-time position):
•	 To	be	determined	by	qualifications	and	experience

Forward resume and letter of interest to:
joseph C. Evanish, National President/CEO

Slovene National benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road

Imperial, PA 15126
Fax: (724) 695-1555

e-mail: snpjjobs@snpj.com

SNPj home office Position Available

by GAYE BABCOCK
Lodge 689 Secretary/Treasurer

HELPER, Utah — These days if you search the 
internet for “apple,” you’re not likely to get results 
for the sweet and delicious fruit we know and love. 
Most likely your search will return merchandise 
such as iPhones, AirPods and MacBooks.

However, according to the History Channel, 
apples originated in the Tien Shan mountains of 
Kazakhstan millions of years ago. Because it is 
such a recognizable icon, its image has worn many 
hats. In 1968 the Apple Records label was founded 
by the Beatles. On April 1, 1976, founders Steve 

Jobs, Steve Wozniak and Ronald Wayne created 
Apple Computer Co. to market the Apple I desktop 
computer (source: Wiki). 

Although companies may come and go, one 
thing is for sure: the original sweet, beautiful 
fruit is the real thing that has, and will, stand the 
test of time.

On Nov. 6, Utah SNPJ Lodge 113, 689 and 757 
members paid tribute to the delicious fruit by join-
ing forces to prepare more than 100 pans of apple 
strudel. Volunteers converged at the Slovenian 
Home in Spring Glen. 

Except for last year, Strudel Day has been an 

annual event for 39 years in support of the Utah 
Slovenian Picnic held each summer. The strudels 
are frozen fresh until the day of the picnic, then 
divided amongst volunteers who bake the strudels 
in their homes.

Our members consider this event an opportu-
nity to pass on the art of strudel making to our 
youth members. They look forward to this day 
each year as a time to catch up and renew old 
friendships.

Once the strudels were safe in the freezer, we 
enjoyed a lunch which included a sample of our 
delicious strudel.

Utah Strudel Day honors the apple, a fruit of many callings

Continuing a utah SNPJ Lodges annual tradition, ShELLY WRIGhT [left] 
and her mother, Lodge 757 Secretary/Treasurer joANN LESSAR, 
stretched the dough for the strudels.

Three generations of utah strudel makers: [clockwise, from left] 
TAmARA GRAY, pictured with her daughter, Tasia Larsen, and her 
mother, ShARoN kLARICh; along with NIZhoNI mARASCo.

Photo submitted by Bro. Bill Krzisnik

SNPJ Lodge 518 Spreads Christmas Cheer
Members of SNPJ Lodge 518 in Melvindale, Mich., put together and 
delivered Christmas bags for a local assisted living facility. The Christmas-
themed bags included a pen, a toothbrush, chap stick, a stress ball, a 
puzzle book and note pad, a deck of cards or a game, a small pack of
tissues, a small piece of chocolate, and a hand-written Christmas card. 
[Pictured] Lodge Recording Secretary mARY bETh kRZISNIk, 
Secretary/Treasurer bILL kRZISNIk and auditor LAUREN kRZISNIk 
packaged the Christmas bags for delivery to Forest View Assisted Living 
in Brownstown Twp., Mich.
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DAVID C. ELY, CPIA 
SNPJ Sales Director

This new, keepsake Slovenian 
cookbook, published in English, is 
available for purchase through the 
SNPJ Slovenian heritage Center

$3700 each
includes postage

Name __________________________________________
Address ________________________________________
City/State/Zip ____________________________________
Email __________________________________________
Phone ____________________  Number of copies _____

Return completed order form with full payment to:
SNPj heritage Center • 270 martin Road • Enon Valley, PA  16120

slovenia

Make check or money order payable to SNPj heritage Center

SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
Your loyalty with SNPJ is now being rewarded! 

Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
and open your new SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

* No fees attached to either Loyalty Annuity
* Rates not guaranteed after the first year

* 2.0% guaranteed minimum
* IRAs/Roth IRA /non-qualified eligible

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

Loyalty 8 Annuity
8-year surrender period

3.25% first-year guarantee rate
for new money

2.75% in years two through eight
2.50% in year nine and after

3.75% first-year guarantee rate 
for conversions of existing 

SNPJ annuities

Loyalty 5 Annuity
5-year surrender period

2.75% first-year guarantee rate
for new money

2.50% in year two and after
3.25% first-year guarantee rate 

for conversions of existing 
SNPJ annuities

Krško is Slovenia’s 
12th urban municipality
LJUBLJANA (STA) — Slovenia’s 
National Assembly amended the Law 
on the Establishment of Mu nicipalities 
to grant Krško the status of an urban 
municipality in mid-November. Krško 
now joins Slovenia’s 11 other urban 
municipalities, the biggest of which are 
Ljubljana and Maribor.

The proposal for the status change 
was filed in September by parliament 
member Dušan Šiško, who stressed that 
Krško was the geographic, economic, 
transportation, administrative and cul-
tural center of the Posavje region. Krško 
has many development and administra-
tive services, as well as three big power 
stations, including the Krško nuclear 
plant, which also makes it the country’s 
energy center.

With some 26,000 residents, Krško, 
which lies in eastern Slovenia on the 
border with Croatia, is one of the smaller 
urban municipalities.

With a population of roughly two mil-
lion, Slovenia has 212 municipalities, of 
which 12 are urban: Kranj, Ko per, Celje, 
Novo Mesto, Velenje, Nova Gorica, Ptuj, 
Murska Sobota, Slovenj Gradec, and 
now Krško. While Ljubljana is the largest 
urban municipality with 294,000 resi-
dents, and Maribor also has more than 
100,000 residents, Slovenj Gradec is the 
smallest with around 16,600 residents, 
according to 2019 statistics.

Under local government legislation, 
an urban municipality must have a town 
with at least 20,000 residents and at 
least 15,000 jobs, half of which must 
be in services and the knowledge-based 
economy. It must also be a geo graphic, 
economic and cultural center of its area.

Police boat retired 
after 26 years of service
KOPER (STA) — After 26 years of 
service, Slovenia’s oldest police boat 
made its final voyage off the Koper 
coast in mid-November. The boat has 
since been handed over to a museum.

Built in Italy in 1994, the P-111 
boat embarked on its maiden voyage 
in June 1995. It has been used to pa-
trol Slovenian waters and the border, 
and has been involved in many rescue 
operations at sea.

The boat was moved to the Park of 
Military History in Pivka. Museum 
director Janko Boštjancic labeled the 
move “an exceptional logistic opera-
tion; the transport of a century.” During 
a ceremony held in Koper prior to the 
move, Boštjancic said this was the first 
time for such large cargo to move such 
a distance along Slovenian roads.

Although the boat was displayed 
immediately in the Park of Military 
History, its interior is expected to be 
made accessible to visi tors later this 
year. The P-111 is the largest item in the 
museum’s Slovenian police collection. 
Interior Minister Aleš Hojs noted the 
symbolic value of the P-111 patrol boat 
for Slovenia’s sovereignty.

Since last year, the ministry has had 
little success finding a suitable replace-
ment for the P-111, having lost months 
in unsuccessful negotiations with Italian 
authorities, Hojs said. But Hojs is con-
fident that Slovenia will soon acquire a 
new patrol boat. “I believe the Slovenian 
police can get it in the first part of [this] 
year,” he said.

Measuring nearly 20 meters (66 
feet) in length, the P-111 was equipped 
with two ARPA (automatic radar plot-
ting aid) radar units, a GPS unit, an 
electronic map, echo-sounding equip-
ment, and communications and rescue 
equipment.

13 films being returned 
to Slovenia’s archive
LJUBLJANA (STA) — In late Novem-
ber, the Slovenian government approved 
a draft contract on the basis of which 
13 Slovenian feature films currently 
kept at the Yugoslav Cinematheque in 
Belgrade, Serbia – including the first 
Slovenian feature sound film from 1948, 
“On Our Own Land” – will return to 
Slovenia.

“Producer Triglav Film sent these 
Slovenian classics to Belgrade because 
Slovenia did not have an adequate stor-
age facility for movies shot on the very 
flammable nitrate film,” the government 
indicated in a press re lease.

Slovenia’s culture authorities paid the 
Yugoslav Cinematheque to keep these 
films under contracts the two par ties 
concluded between 1968 and 1990. Af-

ter Slovenia gained independence from 
Yugoslavia in 1991, the gov ernment 
stopped the payments while the Slove-
nian Archives engaged in discussion on 
the return of the films.

However, the films would be returned 
only when Slovenia also paid compensa-
tion for having them stored in Bel grade 
after 1991. The Slovenian Archives and 
Yugoslav Cinematheque eventually 
agreed on compensation for 1991-2021, 
which formed the basis for the draft 
contract the government endorsed.

The compensation of nearly EUR 
44,000 ($50,000) will be covered by 
the Slovenian Culture Ministry, and a 
ministry representative said the films 
are “an invaluable part of Slovenia’s 
cultural and film heritage.”

The films returning to Slovenia 
include “Na Svoji Zemlji” (On Our 
Own Land), “Trst,” “Balada o Trobenti 
in Oblaku” and “Svet na Kajžarju” by 
France Štiglic. Also on the list are France 
Kosmač’s “Dobri Stari Pianino” and 
“Ti Loviš,” Jože Gale’s “Kekec,” Bojan 
Stupica’s “Jara Gospoda,” and Mirko 
Grobler’s “Dobro Morje.”

Jane Kavčič’s “Akcija,” Jože Babič’s 
“Veselica” and “Tri Četrtine Sonca,” and 
“Naš Avto” by František Čap will also 
be returned to Ljubljana.

The Slovenian Archives, or its film 
section, will now start digitalizing the 
films, according to the press release.

A piece of Triglav glacier 
heading to the Olympics
LJUBLJANA (STA) — The Slovenian 
Olympic Committee (OKS) has given 
up on the idea to include a Slovenian 
House in Beijing as part of promotional 
activities during the 2022 Winter Olym-
pics due to the coro navirus. Instead, the 
OKS has decided to take some ice from 
the Triglav glacier to China as part of 
an environ mental project focused on 
global warming.

A small piece of ice from Mt. Triglav, 
the country’s highest mountain, will be 
transported from Slovenia to China in 
a hybrid vehicle as part of a campaign 
named “Mission: Triglav Glacier to 
Beijing,” the OKS an nounced Dec. 3.

The idea originated at the Anton 
Melik Institute of Geography, and the 
campaign was later joined by scientists, 
environmentalists, athletes and busi-
nessmen, while also being supported 
by the International Olympic Commit-
tee and by Slovenian President Borut 
Pahor, who will serve as an honorary 
ambassador.

As part of an independent research 
project studying Slovenian glaciers, the 
Institute of Geography took the first 
samples from the glacier on Mt. Triglav 
in November 2021. From December un-
til February, one sample, symboli cally 
termed the “Triglav Olympic Ice,” or 
“Toli,” will travel from Mt. Triglav to 
Beijing, visiting nine countries and 10 
Olympic cities along its route.

During the Winter Olympics, sched-
uled Feb. 4-22, the glacial fragment will 
be on display in Beijing to slowly melt, 
symbolically drawing attention to the 
consequences of global warming, such 
as the gradual disappearance of winter 
weather, winter ecosystems and winter 
sports, as well as locations suited to host 
the Winter Olympics.

Once the Olympics end, the water 
from the melted glacier will be returned 
to Slovenia and displayed at the Slo venian 
Alpine Museum, one of the partners in 
the project.

Promotional activities held during 
the Beijing Winter Olympics will largely 
take place online, in the media, and on 
social networks. The last time the OKS 
organized a Slovenian House to promote 
the country and its culture during an 
Olympics was in 2018 in South Korea; 
Covid restrictions prevented the com-
mittee from setting it up at the Tokyo 
Summer Olympics.

Carniolan honey Bee 
house opened in Nov.
VIŠNJA GORA (STA) — In early 
November, the House of the Carnio-
lan Honey Bee opened in the town of 
Višnja Gora. Housed in a converted 
school building, the new facility will 
be dedicated to presenting the history 
of the Carniolan bee and innovative 
beekeeping solutions.

“The House of the Carniolan Honey 

Bee, which includes the Apilab Center 
of Innovative Beekeeping Tech nologies, 
was a challenging and important pro-
ject that will combine tradition and the 
future,” Slovenian Prime Minister Janez 
Janša said in his keynote address. Janša 
also pointed out that more than 10,000 
people in Slove nia were involved in 
beekeeping, and that beekeeping was 
much more than a hobby and an eco-
nomic activity. “It is a life-sustaining 
activity,” he said.

According to Ivančna Gorica Mayor 
Dušan Strnad, the municipality is very 
pleased with the idea and the initia tive to 
convert a former school into the House 
of the Carniolan Bee. The municipality 
expects it to be of great importance for 
the revitalization of the Višnja Gora 
town center, as well as the region’s 
tourism, business and employment op-
portunities.

In addition to the Apilab Center, the 
House of the Carniolan Bee includes a 
tourist information center and a beekeep-
ing museum, and will also offer a cafe 
and a honey shop.

Slovenia added to 
Google Arts & Culture site
LJUBLJANA (STA) — A collection of 
Slovenia’s cultural and natural heritage, 
folk tales, stories and traditions was 
added to the Google Arts & Culture site in 
early December. “This project will give 
many people around the world the op-
portunity to hear about Slovenia’s natural 
beauty, culture and unique features,” said 
president Borut Pahor.

Slovenia is a small but diverse coun-
try, both naturally and culturally, and 
Pahor believes that the “Stories from 
Slovenia” collection within the Google 
Arts & Culture project is of great value 
for Slovenia and its people. “Those who 
are curious about Slovenia will now have 
the opportunity to see what they might 
be interested in, and then actually visit 
our country,” Pahor said at the launch 
presentation, held at the Cankarjev Dom 
cultural centre in Ljubljana.

Google Arts & Culture director Amit 
Sood explained that Google’s new service 
was available free of charge on line or as 
a smartphone app. The “Stories from 
Slovenia” collection has been in the 
making for almost a year and, accord-
ing to Sood, will surely inspire people 
to visit Slovenia.

The project presents Slovenia’s 
culture, nature and its many unique 
features. The collection contains more 
than 60 different stories, folk tales and 
virtual tours, and visitors can also view 
more than 1,200 photographs, art works 
and frescoes.

More than 2,000 cultural institutions 
from 80 countries around the world 
are participating in the Google Arts & 
Culture project.

Awarded book depicts 
Slovenia’s independence
LJUBLJANA (STA) — The 2021 Kris-
tina Brenk Prize for Best Original Picture 
Book was awarded to “Osamosvojitev” 
(Independence), a book compiled by 
historian Nataša Strlič and illustrated by 
Damijan Stepančič, that deals with Slo-
venia’s independence efforts. The book 
was published on the 30th anniversary 
of Slovenia’s independence.

“Osamosvojitev” offers an insight 
into life and developments in Slovenia 
between 1980 and 1992. Each of the 11 
chapters starts with a short introduction 
of historical facts, and continues with 
often humorous illustrations and short 
descriptions of key figures and events.

“The book, which was initially in-
tended for younger readers, is undoubt-
edly very interesting for adults as well. 
It brings a chronology of milestones that 
every Slovenian should know, and a lot 
of interesting information on the culture, 
science, sport, business and social life of 
the time,” the jury explained.

Calling the book an “excellent vi-
sual encyclopedia of one of the most 
important steps in Slovenia’s history,” 
the jury also praised Stepančič’s draw-
ings as “quick, fresh and seemingly 
simple interpretations of documents, 
photos and symbols which have their 
own poetics.”

The award-winning book, picked 
from among 23 book submissions, was 
published by Miš in cooperation with 
the National Museum of Contemporary 
History. The award was conferred at the 
opening of the Slovenian Book Fair in 
late November.
The articles comprising this feature have 
been reprinted with permission from the 
Slovenian Press Agency (STA).

how life insurance 
can help protect 
your small business
A s a small business owner or partner, you may wonder 

what would happen to your business should anything 
happen to you. how would your family cope with 

the loss of income? What about your employees and their 
families? What happens when a business has debts that 
are backed by assets like the family home?

You’ve probably planned for some of these questions, 
but before you take that leap of faith, check out these 
common myths and consider a reality check.
• If I die, my spouse can run the business.

Reality check: In many cases, the spouse neither 
wants to, nor can, run the company. Small businesses 
are often dependent on the marketing, technical or 
managerial skill of the owner. Take that away, and the 
business may fail.

• A competitor will buy the business.
Reality check: Possibly, but this may not happen to 
the advantage of the surviving family. The competition 
may be either looking to take customers away from the 
business, purchase equipment and inventory cheaply, 
or buy the business at a low price.

• My death or my partner’s death will not financially 
impact the business.
Reality check: Each owner of a small business usually 
makes a very specific and important contribution to the 
business, or has a special skill that is hard to replace.

• A key employee can run the business.
Reality check: Maybe so, but if the employee is truly 
running the business, he or she may require a salary 
commensurate with the added demands of the job. The 
funds needed to keep everything going may be more 
than the business can bear.
here’s where life insurance comes in. Three important 

ways that life insurance can protect your small business 
include:

1. key person insurance. This is a life insurance policy 
purchased by the business on the life of a key employee 
and payable to the business. When a key person dies, 
insurance can help make up for lost sales or earnings 
and cover the cost of finding and training a replacement.

2. A buy-sell agreement funded with life insurance. 
This allows remaining business owners to buy the company 
interests of a deceased owner at a previously agreed-
upon price, which helps guarantee that surviving family 
members will be fairly and promptly compensated for their 
share of the business.

3. Individual life insurance. A policy that you own 
individually can provide your family with additional money 
to pay off personal debts, cover ongoing living expenses, 
and fund future needs such as college 
or retirement.

If you or someone you know is the 
owner of a small business, give us a call 
today at 1-800-843-7675 to discuss how 
SNPJ can help!
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REGULAR: ACTIVITY (joSEPh C. UmECk): ACAdEmIC:
• Member for at least 2 years • Member for at least 2 years • Member for at least 2 years
• $5,000 permanent insurance • $5,000 permanent insurance • $5,000 permanent insurance
 ($2,000 if purchased prior to 1996)  ($2,000 if purchased prior to 1996)  ($2,000 if purchased prior to 1996)
• 1040 Tax Form (income level not to exceed • Extensive SNPJ Activity* • Maintain 3.2 GPA (out of 4.0) or above
 $20,000 per dependent/per family) • Maintain 2.5 GPA (out of 4.0) or above • Age 30 or under
• Maintain 2.5 GPA (out of 4.0) or above • Age 30 or under • Annual SNPJ-Approved Activity
• Annual SNPJ-Approved Activity

  Full-Time Student Part-Time Student
  • Attend school as a full-time student • Attend school as a part-time student
  • Minimum of 12 credit hours/semester • Must declare a major (six to 11 credit hours/semester)

SNPj Scholarship Award Program
A potential benefit of $3,200 for Society members

APPLICATIoN PRoCESS:
1. Carefully review all SNPJ scholarship requirements.

2. Select the scholarship type for which you qualify.

3. Complete the scholarship application and deliver to 
your Lodge secretary for signatures.

4. Return the signed application, along with the follow-
ing items, to the SNPJ Home Office by the August 
1st deadline:

• Copy of your last grade report or transcript (Tran-
scripts do not have to be originals, but must show 
student name, semester, GPA, and number of credit 
hours completed).

• Short essay about fraternalism, the principles of SNPJ, 
and how they work in our Society and its Lodges.

• Brief history of your life, high school accomplishments, 
past awards and achievements, and college plans.

• Copies of your parents’ and your 1040 tax forms for 
the previous year (if applying for the SNPJ Regular 
Scholarship).

• Copy of the Lodge secretary’s letter (if applying for 
the SNPJ Activity Scholarship).

Please make sure all of the applicable items listed above 
are included when mailing your application. Failure to 
provide all required information at one time may result 
in denial of your application.

SNPj Approved Activity: Participation at social and athletic events, attend the SNPJ Young Adult Conference, attendance or service at meetings and conferences, 
attend or volunteer at special Lodge events, write an article to be published in PROSVETA, participate in an SNPJ athletic tournament (bowling, 

golf, balina, bean bag toss, etc.), help organize a youth activity at your Lodge, hold an office in your Lodge, work as a counselor for 
Youth Roundup (must be interviewed and selected by Fraternal Department), volunteer to work during Slovenefest at the SNPJ Recreation Center, participate 

in an SNPJ-organized activity, perform community service on behalf of SNPJ (must be approved by Fraternal Department), recommend a new member to SNPJ.

TYPES oF SChoLARShIPS: All requirements mUST be satisfied in order to qualify for the following scholarships:

Applications, renewal forms and the SNPJ Scholarship Program brochure are available online at https://snpj.org/membership/scholarships/
Applications for SNPJ Scholarship Awards should be sent to the National President.

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS AuGuST 1 of each year. RENEWAL DEADLINE IS FEBRuARY 1 and AuGuST 1. Mail to:
joseph C. Evanish, National President

SLoVENE NATIoNAL bENEFIT SoCIETY Scholarship Committee 
247 West Allegheny Rd. • Imperial, PA • 15126-9774.

ELIGIbILITY:
To be eligible for an SNPJ 
Scholarship, the student must 
meet the following require-
ments:

• Be an SNPJ member for 
at least two years

• Have a $5,000 minimum 
permanent life insurance 
policy in place ($2,000 if 
purchased prior to January 
1996)

• Enroll as a full-time (at 
least 12 credit hours) or 
part-time (at least 6 credit 
hours) student at an ac-
credited college, university 
or trade school

PAYmENT SChEdULE:
Full-time Students: Payments of $400 each install-

ment are made twice a year (first installment: 
February/March; second installment: August/
September) totaling $800 per year. Applicants 
will receive payments for not more than eight (8) 
installments which may include graduate school.

Part-Time Students: Payments of $200 each in-
stallment are made twice a year totaling $400 per 
year. Part-time applicants who have declared a 
major shall receive payments equivalent to the 
TOTAL amount the full-time student receives for 
a maximum of 16 semesters.

Selection of students to receive the scholarship 
awards will be based on evidence of the ap-
plicant’s school record, personality, character, 
SNPJ Approved Activity, the applicant’s need for 
financial aid or academic achievement, and on 
the recommendation of the local Lodge of which 
he/she is a member.

ANNOUNCE IT

Sygan Lodge 6 member 
celebrates 100th birthday
SYGAN, Pa. — Bro. 
Henry Ursitz, an 82-
year member of SNPJ 
Lodge 6, celebrated 
his 100th birthday with 
family and friends. 

Henry was born Nov. 
29, 1921, in the Sygan 
Hill area of South Fay-
ette Twp., Pa., the son of 
Frank and Mary Ursitz. 
He had five siblings, 
Frank Jr., John, Agnes, 
Mary and Rose, all of 
whom are deceased. 

Henry graduated 
from South Fayette 
School in 1939 and 
joined the U.S. Navy 
in 1942. While serving 
in the Navy, he was a member of the Seabees Construction 
Unit in the islands of the South Pacific, where he would 
learn his lifelong trade of carpentry. 

After his military service, Bro. Ursitz joined his father, 
Frank Sr., who was also a carpenter, building homes in the 
Bridgeville, Pa., area. Later years led him to a position as 
a construction supervisor working with a large company 
building commercially in the Pittsburgh area.

In April 1944, Henry married Ann Dohanich, who 
passed away in May 2017 at the age of 93. Henry and Ann 
were married for 73 years and had two children, three 
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren, all of whom 
he loves spending time with.

Henry was a very avid sportsman, enjoying hunting and 
fishing with his son and buddies over the years. At the age 
of 95, he placed third in the Warren, Pa., annual fishing 
contest, winning a monetary award, trophy and notoriety 
for being the oldest angler. He also enjoys watching football, 
especially the Pittsburgh Steelers, University of Pittsburgh 
and Penn State. In his 100th birthday picture, he is display-
ing his original Seabee uniform from 1942.

Bro. hENRY URSITZ, 
a member of SNPJ Lodge 6 
in Sygan, Pa., celebrated his 
100th birthday Nov. 29, 2021, 
with family and friends.

Happy New 
Year, SNPJers

by MARTY KuMER
Lodge 715 President

UNIVERSAL, Pa. — The new year is a 
time for resolutions, and one of mine is to 
write an article for your interest in every 
monthly PROSVETA issue. 

You may know that PROSVETA in 
the past has featured some interesting 
columns, including those by Louis Jartz, 
former National President Pete Elish and 
former National Secretary Grace Doerk, 
as well as many other reports from Lodge 

presidents, secretaries and members.
So I’ve many thoughts to share with 

you. Some may make you laugh, some you 
will agree with, others you may not – but 
I hope to give you food for thought.

How about a resolution for the SNPJ? 
Membership growth for 2022... but how?

I don’t presume to know, but what I do 
know is the SNPJ affords what everybody 
needs! Every family needs security. Most 
everybody desires fellowship. People ad-
mire idealism while still wanting practical 
leadership. Heritage and tradition enrich 
our lives and honor our forefathers and 
mothers.

And we and our families and friends 
want this. We are a fraternity of Brothers 
and Sisters; not a hate group, but a love 
group (and I don’t mean the hippies of the 

1960s and ’70s).
It seems many would like to join us; 

all you have to do is ask.
This is an all-in effort. The SNPJ 

Executive Committee is dedicated as 
always, and provides the promotion and 
incentives. The SNPJ Marketing Depart-
ment provides training and expertise to 
our Lodge secretaries and sales force. 
But we, all SNPJ members, are needed 
in this effort!

You are the face of the SNPJ to pros-
pects – friends and family, associates. You 
are more than an insurance company, and 
they are more than customers. They can 
become a member, a Brother or Sister in 
this great organization. 

All you have to do is invite.
Happy New Year!

The Polka Hall of Fame setting the mood for 
Valentine’s Day at the annual Sweetheart Ball

by JOE VALENCIC (5)
Cleveland-Style Polka hall of Fame

EUCLID, Ohio — Get in the Valen-
tine mood with the music of the Polka 
Star of Tomorrow, Garrett Tatano, 
at the Polka Hall of Fame’s annual 
Sweetheart Ball on Friday, Feb. 11, at 
the Slovenian Society Home in Euclid. 

The doors open at 5 p.m.; music is 
scheduled from 6 to 10. Sandwiches, 
beverages and sweet treats will be 
available. Your polka host, Sharon 
Staiduhar, has some surprises in store 
for lovebirds – you may even go home 
a winner.

Garrett Tatano arrives from the 
Pittsburgh area to perform four hours 

of fine ballroom-style polka and 
waltz favorites, ideal for the season 
of romance. Garrett recently won the 
Polka Star of Tomorrow competition, 
and you’ll be won over by his dance-
able style.

Sweetheart Ball tickets are avail-
able for $12 in advance or $15 the 
day of the event; admission is free for 
guests 18 and under. Order your tickets 
from the Polka Hall of Fame, (216) 
261-3263; reserve tables by phoning 
(440) 679-1420. 

The Slovenian Society Home is 
located at 20713 Recher Ave. in Eu-
clid, off East 200th St., just north of 
the East 200 exit of I-90.

GARRETT 
TATANo, the 
Polka Star of 
Tomorrow, 
will entertain 
during the 
Polka hall 
of Fame 
Sweetheart 
Ball at the 
Slovenian 
Society home 
in Euclid.

by WILMA VuKOVICh
Lodge 153 Recording Secretary

YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio — 
The Lodge 153 fall meeting 
was a virtual meeting. The 
primary purpose of the meet-
ing was to elect officers and 
discuss plans for 2022.

I am pleased to announce 
our newly elected officers: 
President Michelle Phillips, 
Vice President Henry Vu-
kovich, Secretary/Treasurer 
Diane L. Chermely-Tanner, 

Sergeant-at-Arms Henry Vu-
kovich, Recording Secretary/
Reporter Wilma Vukovich, 
and auditors Stephen Pavlich, 
Michelle Phillips and Wilma 
Vukovich.

Condolences are extended 
to the family of Joseph Pitko, 
who passed away Sept. 22, 
2021, at the age of 90; and 
to the family of Helen Dolly 
Magor, who passed away Sept. 
17, 2021, at the age of 87.

Happy birthday wishes go 

out to all members celebrating 
birthdays in November, De-
cember, January and February.

Due to limited venue op-
tions, continuation of the 
pandemic concerns, and the 
health and well-being of our 
members, it is with much disap-
pointment and regret that the 
officers of SNPJ Lodge 153 
again decided to cancel the 
annual Christmas party.

Please mark your calendar 
for the upcoming meeting dates 

in 2022. The meetings will be 
held at the Shepherd of the 
Valley club room in Poland, 
Ohio, on March 15, May 17, 
Aug. 9 and Nov. 15. Michelle 
will send an e-mail on March 1 
regarding the meeting, whether 
virtual or on-site. The meetings 
will start at 7 p.m.; all members 
are welcome and encouraged 
to attend.

We wish you all a happy 
and healthy New Year. Please 
stay safe!

Lodge 153 meets in March to open the new year

Looking for information on 
your SNPJ life insurance and 
annuity policies? Pay a visit to 
snpj.org, click the “PolicyView 
Login” link, then follow the 
step-by-step instructions.

at your fingertips
information
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dELEGATE ELECTIoNS
FROM PAGE 1

Lodges which unite to attain the required number of members 
to qualify for election of a delegate shall do so no later than five 
(5) months prior to the National Convention and notify the Na-
tional President of the combination no later than fifteen (15) days 
thereafter.	Lodges	which	find	it	difficult	to	unite	may	apply	to	the	
Executive Committee for assistance. Election shall be held at a 
combined meeting of the united Lodges. The Executive Commit-
tee, with the assistance of the Regional Vice Presidents, shall be 
responsible for combinations. Where it is impractical because of 
distance between Lodges, the election shall be held separately, 
in which case the local Lodges shall, prior to the election, agree 
upon which person will be the delegate.
Within ten (10) days after the election of delegates and alternates, 
the local Lodge shall certify to the National Secretary the names 
and addresses of the delegates and alternates so elected. The 
National Secretary shall publish the names of the elected del-
egates and alternates in the official publication of the Society 
prior to the convention.
The delegates registered and qualified at the last regular conven-
tion of the National Legislative Body shall also serve as delegates 
to special conventions of the National Legislative Body, including 
action of the National Legislative Body conducted by written ballot.

Sec. 4. Qualifications of delegates and Alternates. A 
member, not below the age of 18 at the time of election, shall be 
eligible as a delegate or alternate to a regular or special conven-
tion of the National Legislative Body who has been a member 
of the Society at least two years and a member of his Lodge at 
least one year in the month of the election, except members of 
new Lodges in existence at least four (4) months and members of 
Lodges terminated by merger or dissolution. A member who is not 
in good standing shall not be qualified as a delegate or alternate, 
nor shall a member be qualified for delegate or alternate who 
has not attended at least 50% of the regular Lodge meetings in 
the twelve (12) months prior to the election of delegates to the 
National Convention and signed his or her name in the Lodge 
attendance book or has otherwise been recorded by the Lodge 
as in attendance. Any member who has been found guilty of fraud 
or embezzlement by any fraternal society or any Lodge thereof, 
or by any court at any time, or who is a licensed insurance agent 
appointed by any life insurance company other than the Society, 
or who is a member of the board of any other fraternal or mutual 
benefit society, shall not be eligible as a delegate or alternate.
In any Lodge entitled to more than one delegate, the Lodge 
secretary shall have the option to serve as one of the Lodge 
delegates, provided that he has served as secretary of the Lodge 
twelve (12) months prior to the convention year considering up 
to January 31 as the first month, and that he meets the require-
ments for convention delegates. The Lodge secretary shall notify 
the Lodge of his or her intention to serve as a delegate prior to 
Lodge delegate elections.
(SNPJ Articles of Incorporation, Bylaws and Resolutions, 2019-2022.

The Society Bylaws are available upon request.)
In order to assist our Lodges with less than 75 members in 
finding a suitable Lodge or Lodges with which they may unite, 
we will publish the Lodge numbers and the adult membership 
of each Lodge with less than 75 members in the next issue of 
PROSVETA. Lodges which find it difficult to unite may apply 
to the Executive Committee for assistance. It is requested 
that Lodges which unite to elect a delegate report immediately 
thereafter of such merger to the National President, stating the 
Lodges involved. This type of combination is not permanent as 
it relates only to delegate representation for the convention and 
must be completed by March 1.
Two factors govern the vote in the management and insurance 
affairs of the Society, including all Lodge affairs:
 (1) Be a beneficial member; and
 (2) Be in good standing.
No restrictions can be made on voting privileges by an attendance 
factor of so many meetings, with the exception of being present 
at the meeting when the vote is taken.

joSEPh C. EVANISh, FLMI
SNPJ National President/CEO

Election of Convention 
delegates and alternates

PRoSVETA Crossword
TV Theme Songs (#0122) by StatePoint Media

ACRoSS
1. ____’s razor
6. Credit card-related acronym
9. Goes with rave
13. Garlic mayo
14. “Jack and the Beanstalk”
 exclamation
15. Echo sounder
16. Beauty shop
17. European Economic
 Community
18. Falstaffian in body
19. *“Scooby-Dooby-Doo, 
  where are you? We got
  some work ____ ____ ____”
21. *“So no one told you life 
  was gonna be ____ ____”
23. Pocket watch chain
24. uncouth one
25. Place to get a massage
28. Boozer
30. Pie nuts
35. Sharpen
37. Orange powder drink mix
39. Tennis-affected joint
40. Bright thought
41. Reputation-damaging gossip
43. Symphony member
44. Famous Beethoven 
 symphony
46. Microsoft browser
47. “Young Frankenstein”
 leading actor
48. Dines at home
50. Telephoned
52. up to present time
53. Neat
55. Diamond stat

57. *“Gee, our old ____ ran 
  great, those were the days”
61. *“Let’s ride with the family
  down the street through the
  courtesy of Fred’s ____ ____”
65. Loosen laces
66. Opposite of vend
68. Kind of artery
69. One Beatle
70. Recipe amt.
71. Opposite of atonal
72. *“Where the kisses are hers
  and ____ and his, Three’s
  company too”
73. Sigma Alpha Epsilon
74. Rosetta Stone, e.g.

doWN
1. Brewer’s kiln
2. “Ta-ta!” in Italy
3. *“If you’re out on the road 
  feeling lonely, and so ____”
4. Remote in manner
5. S.S. ____ of “Gilligan’s Island”
6. Not many (2 words)
7. *“Movin’ on up to the east
  side, we finally got a piece
  of the ____”
8. Right-hand page
9. Schneider and Reiner
10. Afresh
11. Astronaut’s insignia
12. Three pointer
15. Evening party
20. Sad newspaper notices
22. Goes with skip and a jump
24. Without a trace of
 moisture (2 words)

25. *“Everybody’s got a special
  kind of story, everybody
  finds a way to ____”
26. Podium, pl.
27. Concerning, archaic
29. *“Sometimes you wanna go 
  where everybody knows 
  your ____”
31. heidi’s “Magic Wooden 
 Shoe”
32. The Beatles’ “____ Road”
33. Not a soul (2 words)
34. *“Sunny day, sweepin’ the 
  clouds away on my way to 
  where the air is ____”
36. “Good ____” cooking show
38. Lady née Stefani Joanne 
 Angelina Germanotta
42. Extend subscription
45. Infamous German leader
49. Naught
51. Barley kernels
54. Financial woes
56. Where there’s trouble?
57. Verdant
58. Initial stake
59. hollywood Walk of Fame
 honor
60. A snob puts them on
61. use a keyboard
62. Marine eagle
63. Bibliographical abbr.
64. *“Just sit right back and 
  you’ll hear a ____”
67. *“Oh boy it’s swell to say, 
  Good morning ____!”
The solution to puzzle #0122 will 
run in the Feb. 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media

by CAROL BACNIK
Lodge 142 Secretary/Treasurer

CLEVELAND — Lodge 142 
extends a very special thank 
you to our outgoing 2021 
officers for their continued 
devotion and hard work over 
the past year, and for their 
many years of dedication: 
Vice President Sophie Ma-
tuch, Treasurer Mike Bacnik, 
Recording Secretary Steve 
Bacnik, and auditors Dorothy 
Kravos and Bob Tomsich. 

Your service to Lodge 142 
and your true camaraderie is 
and will always be sincerely 
appreciated by all. We look 
forward to your continued sup-
port, your great ideas, and your 
participation in the interest of 
our Lodge for many years.

Congratulations to our 
2022 officers elected during 
our annual meeting in Decem-
ber: President Chris Bacnik 
(2021-2022), Vice President 
Kara Maruszak, Secretary/
Treasurer Carol Bacnik (2021-
2022), Recording Secretary 
Carol Maruszak, Director 
of Youth Activities Carol 
Maruszak, and auditors Greg 
Tomsich, Irene Kompare and 
Michael Peters.

We’d like to announce the 
re-birth of SNPJ Youth Circle 
94, sponsored by Lodge 142. 
This is great news for our 
young members as we open 
the door for opportunities, 
activities and social events. 
More information is on the 
horizon.

Kara Maruszak, a recent 
transfer to Lodge 142, is an 
SNPJ exclusive insurance 
agent who can assist you with 
your insurance needs. 

Lodge 142 members and 
former Miss SNPJs Jenni-
fer Nekic (1995) and Kara 
Maruszak (2010) have taken 
an active role to preserve the 
Miss SNPJ Pageant. Along 
with a team of former Miss 
SNPJs, they have brought 
back the pageant to continue 
in 2022.  

Lodge members can find 
updates posted on the Lodge 
142 Facebook Page. Not into 
social media? Then send an e-
mail to snpjlodge142@gmail.
com to request information 
or to correspond with Lodge 

Secretary Carol Bacnik.
We proudly continue to 

support the SNPJ with our 
2021 donations to the fol-
lowing Cleveland Slovenian 
Homes: Collinwood Slove-
nian Home (Holmes Ave.), 
Slovenian National Home 
(64th, St. Clair), Slovenian 
Society Home (Recher Hall), 
American Slovenian Club 
(Fairport Harbor), Slovenian 
National Home (Slavic Vil-
lage), and the Slovenian Home 
for the Aged. 

Keep Lodge 142 on your ra-
dar in 2022 as we continue our 
traditions with our seasoned 
members, new members and 
newly active members, while 
offering more for all to enjoy 
this year.

Lodge 142 continues support of Slovenian Homes

SNPj Scholarship Fund donations
for the month of November 2021
SNPJ Pioneer Lodge 559, Chicago .............$225
In memory of deceased members 
Audrey J Kastil, Dolores Kuban, 
Helen Zacharski, Rudolph Smolich, Victor C. 
Glavach	Jr.,	Leona	M.	Wills,	Louis	J.	Pearce,	
Scott P. Crotty and Jean M. Cherway

Washington Square Flower Shop, 
Washington, Pa. ..........................................$200
In memory of Juanita J. Lloyd

William & Rebecca Komisar, Mequon, Wis. ..$50
In memory of Antonia Vodnik
Deborah Schuetz, Prentice, Wis. ...................$50
In memory of Antonia Vodnik

by TINA RIGLER
Lodge 449 Secretary/Treasurer

CICERO, Ill. — Cicero Neighbors 
Lodge 449 held its annual meeting on 
Nov. 21, 2021, with eight members and 
one guest in attendance. Secretary Tina 
Rigler read all communications received 
from the Home Office and gave a fi-
nancial report. An annual audit will be 
scheduled before the next meeting.

As a notice to all Lodge members, 
Lodge 449 will be meeting four times 
in 2022. The meetings scheduled in 
2022 will be held at 1 p.m. at the home 
of Secretary Rigler, 1116 Berkley Lane 
in Lemont, Ill., on the following dates: 
March 20, June 19 (at St. Mary’s for the 
Lodge picnic), Sept. 18, and Nov. 20 (the 
annual meeting).  

Elections of officers were held with 
the following officers elected: President 
Vince Rigler, Vice President Meredith 
Maresh, Recording Secretary Edward 
Dabrowski, Secretary/Treasurer Tina 
Rigler, Sergeant-at-Arms Jan Maresh, 
and auditors Justin Rigler, Lanie Maresh 
and Robert Rigler. Congratulations to 
all officers.

Representatives to the Chicago Dis-
trict Federation include delegates Ed-
ward Dabrowski, Tina Rigler and Vince 
Rigler, and alternates Justin Rigler, Lanie 
Maresh and Jason Rigler.

Lodge members decided on the four 
activities the Lodge will host in 2022, to 
be held on the same day as the regularly 

Lodge 449 slates Top Golf among 2022 activities

Cicero Neighbors Lodge 449 members held a busy November meeting, electing 
officers, planning Lodge activities for 2022, and enjoying a holiday meal.

scheduled meetings, if possible. Our first 
activity will be planned during the month 
of March. Members, friends and guests 
will visit Top Golf. Justin will look into 
dates and times to coordinate this event.

Lanie Maresh and Jason Rigler won 
the meeting awards. Members brought 
their favorite dish to share (which included 
Slovenian sausages!), and everyone en-

joyed a holiday meal before the meeting.
I wish all members a happy and 

healthy 2022 and look forward to seeing 
our members at our next meeting, which 
will be held Sunday, March 20, starting 
at 1 p.m. via Zoom, phone conferencing, 
or at the Rigler home, 1116 Berkley Lane, 
Lemont. Please call (630) 257-5051 if 
you need directions.
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Bro. Richard A. Krajec
• Lodge 576 •

CLEVELAND — The Kra-
jec family and the members 
of Lodge 576 sadly report 
the Aug. 26, 2020, passing of 
Bro. Richard “Dick” Krajec 
at age 90.

Bro. Krajec was born Dec. 
1, 1929, in Cleveland to Tony 
and Josephine (Maver) Krajec. 
He graduated from East High 
School in Cleveland and Bald-
win Wallace College in Berea, 
Ohio. After leaving the United 
States Air Force, he earned 
his MBA from Case Western 
Reserve University.

On July 18, 1953, he married 
Barbara Louise Schoenbeck. 
Dick and Barb raised five sons, 
and the family relocated to 
Savannah, Ga., in 1975 when 
he took a job at Gulfstream 
American. They moved to 
Big Canoe, Ga., in 1991 after 
Dick retired as treasurer from 
Gulfstream.

Dick had a passion for mu-
sic, playing the drums in local 
bands into his late 70s. 

In addition to 73 years of 
SNPJ membership, he was 
active in the Rotary Club 
of Jasper (Ga.), Big Canoe 
Chapel, and Our Lady of the 
Mountains Catholic Church. 
He was known for his generous 
spirit as well as his quick and 
irreverent wit.

Dick is survived by his 
sons, David (Debra), Phil 
(Cynthia), Chris, and Tim 
(Beverly); a daughter-in-law, 
Lisa; grandchildren Tandy, 
Ty (Kim), Alex, Katherine 
(Jack) McGlinchey, Anthony, 
Andrew, and Claire; and many 
cousins, nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death 
by Barb, his loving wife of 55 
years; and his son, Jim.  

A Funeral Mass was cele-
brated for Bro. Krajec at Prince 
of Peace Catholic Church, 
Flowery Branch, Ga.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 576 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Bro. 
Krajec’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. Samuel F. Poness Sr.
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the Oct. 29, 2020, pass-
ing of Bro. Samuel Felix Pon-
ess, 83, of Strabane, with his 
family by his side.

Bro. Poness was born May 
28, 1937, in Houston, Pa., a son 
of Samuel and Vera LaCava 
Poness. A 1957 graduate of 
the former Canonsburg High 
School, he had worked as an 
expediter at McGraw-Edison 
in Canonsburg, Pa., and re-
tired from Queen of Heaven 
Cemetery, where he was a 
groundskeeper.

In addition to his SNPJ 
Lodge 138 membership, he 
was also a member at St. Pat-
rick Church of the St. Oscar 
Romero Parish in Canonsburg, 
and the Dormont/Mt. Lebanon 
Sportsman Club.

He loved classic cars, golf-
ing, camping, playing and 
managing softball, watching 
baseball, collectibles and mak-
ing crafts.

On July 22, 1959, he married 
Delphine Smith, who survives.

Also surviving are four chil-
dren, Randy Poness (Nancy 
Mikolich) of Canonsburg, 
Tracie Poness Pearsall and 
Ryan Poness (Missy Foltz), 
both of Strabane, and Sammy 
(Courtney) Poness of Can-
onsburg; five grandchildren, 
Nolan, Riley, Storie, Samuel 
III and Kendal Poness; and 
two sisters, Patricia Poness of 
Strabane and Rosemary Peffer 
(the late Robert) of Houston.

All services were private.
On behalf of the members 

of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Poness’ family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Margaret T. Hughes
• Lodge 603 •

SAMSULA, Fla. — The 
Hughes family and the mem-
bers of Lodge 603 sadly report 
the June 18, 2021, passing of 
Sis. Margaret T. (Fox) Hughes, 
94, the family’s beloved matri-
arch, of New Smyrna Beach, 
Fla., at her residence.

Sis. Hughes was born in 
Dublin, Ireland, and came to 
the Samsula area in 1954 from 
her birthplace. An owner/op-
erator of Pampas Nursery, she 
was a 63-year SNPJ Lodge 603 
member. She was also a mem-
ber of Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church in New Smyrna Beach, 
Southeast Volusia Visiting 
Nurses Association, Ocean-
side Womens Club, Florida 
Farm Bureau, Grange Society 

Patrons of Husbandry, and the 
Halifax Club. 

Arriving in New Smyrna 
from Ireland, she married and 
started a new life with Willie 
Hughes in 1956. If you had any 
idea what Samsula was like 
then, you would understand 
why we say Margaret was fear-
less to have taken that leap of 
faith back in the day.

Margaret went on to carve 
out an amazing life with Wil-
lie, working tirelessly raising 
their family, running the fam-
ily business (Pampas Nursery), 
creating a beautiful home, 
hosting family gatherings, 
engaging in community af-
fairs, remaining continuously 
devout and involved in her 
church, and always including. 

She gave many teens in the 
area their first job, picking/
harvesting pampas plumes. 
And she was always there 
for her family and friends. 
Margaret set a great example 
of how one should live life 
on this earth through her love 
and being.

Margaret enjoyed drinking 
hot tea, gardening, cooking 
and sewing. She was a devoted 
wife, mother and grandmother 
who will be missed by all who 
knew and loved her. 

Survivors include her 
daughter, Julie Mokas; two 
sons, Stuart (Peggy) Hughes 
and Richard (Samantha) 
Hughes, all of New Smyrna 
Beach; and grandchildren, 
Meghan, Robert, Veronica and 
William Hughes, and Michael 
Mokas, all of New Smyrna 
Beach. She is also survived by 
many beloved nieces, nephews 
and cousins in Dublin and 
Australia.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; by her husband 
of 40 years, William “Willie;” 
and by a son-in-law, Evan 
Mokas.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Hughes 
on June 25 at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church. Burial fol-
lowed at Edgewater-New 
Smyrna Cemetery. 

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 603 and the Slovene 

Sis. MARGARET T. huGhES (603)

National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Hughes’ family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Helen Vidic
• Lodge 721 •

ALIqUIPPA, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 721 sadly 
report the Oct. 11, 2021, pass-
ing of Sis. Helen Vidic, 95, 
formerly of West Aliquippa, 
at Rochester Manor, Roches-
ter, Pa.

Sis. Vidic was born March 
15, 1926, in West Aliquippa, a 
daughter of the late Frank and 
Amelia Vidic. She retired from 
the Phoenix Glass Company in 
Monaca, Pa.

She was a 77-year SNPJ 
Lodge 721 member, and a 
member of the former St. Jo-
seph Catholic Church in West 
Aliquippa. 

Sis. Vidic is survived by 
three sisters, Anna Mae of 
Rochester, Jean Grandovic 
of Sewickley, Pa., and Mary 
Uhernik of Bridgeville, Pa.; 
one brother, Robert “Bo” of 
Rochester; and many loving 
nieces and nephews.

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by 
four brothers, Tony, Felix and 
John Vidic, and Frank Selon.

Private interment was in 
Mount Olivet Catholic Cem-
etery, Hopewell Twp., Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 721 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Vidic’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Linda L. Unicek
• Lodge 138 •

STRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the Oct. 29, 2021, pass-
ing of Sis. Linda L. Unicek, 71, 
of Brooksville, Fla., formerly 
of Meadowlands, Pa., in her 
home.

Sis. Unicek was born June 
14, 1950, in Canonsburg, Pa., a 
daughter of the late Joseph and 
Marie Johnson Sam. She was 
a graduate of Ramona High 
School in Riverside, Calif., and 
had worked for several grocery 
stores, including the former 
Lombardi’s Market and Giant 
Eagle in both Washington and 
McMurray, Pa. Linda was also 
a waitress at the Dog House in 
Washington and at the former 
Cabaret on Route 19, where she 
met her husband, Rudy.

On June 21, 1974, she mar-
ried Rudolph “Rudy” Unicek.

Linda loved to socialize, 
and she and Rudy enjoyed 
riding motorcycles, fishing, 

swimming, spending time at 
the pool, and meeting people. 
She was an avid lover of all 
animals.

A 43-year SNPJ member, 
she also belonged to American 
Legion Post #186 in Florida. 
She was a former member of 
the Chartiers Twp. Volunteer 
Fire Department Women’s 
Auxiliary and American Le-
gion Post #902 in Houston, Pa.

In addition to her husband, 
she is survived by a daughter, 
Lisa Unicek (Kurt Bryan) of 
Munhall, Pa.; a son, Brian J. 
(Courtney) Unicek of Meadow-
lands; two grandchildren, Ava 
and Austin Unicek; a brother, 
Tony Sam of Chicago; an aunt, 
Estella (Darryl) Craft of River-
side, Calif.; and several nieces 
and nephews. A brother, Victor 
Sam, is deceased.

Services for Sis. Unicek 
were held Nov. 9 in McIlvaine-
Speakman Funeral Home, Ltd., 
Houston. Interment followed in 
Forest Lawn Gardens, McMur-
ray, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our condolences to Sis. 
Unicek’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. John L. Milavec
• Lodge 6 •

SYGAN, Pa. — The members 
of Lodge 6 sadly report the 
Nov. 1, 2021, passing of Bro. 
John L. “Kip” Milavec, 84, of 
Peters Twp., Pa. He was a 49-
year member of SNPJ Lodge 6.

Bro. Milavec proudly 
served his country in the 
Army National Guard. He was 
a 1955 graduate of the former 
Bridgeville High School and a 
retired employee of Universal 
Cyclops, later known as Dy-
namet, for 49 years.

John was an usher, an adult 
altar server and longtime 
member of St. Benedict the 
Abbot Church in McMurray, 
Pa. He was also a member of 
Ben’s Men, the Finleyville 
Italian Gumba Society, and 
the Brownsville Sons of Italy. 
He enjoyed golfing, bowl-
ing, riding motorcycles and 
gardening. 

He was the beloved husband 
of Rita C. Williams Milavec; 
loving father of Gary (Jen-
nifer) Milavec, Bruce (Laura) 
Milavec and Sheri (Michael) 
Fronczak; cherished “Pappy” 
of Michael Fronczak, Cortney 
(Timothy) Kline, Megan (Ty-
ler) Kinn, Daniel (Courtney) 
Milavec, Jenna Milavec and 
Drew Milavec; great-grandfa-
ther of Maggie Mae Kline and 
Walker Kline; brother of Frank 
(the late Sandra) Milavec; and 
brother-in-law of Everett (the 
late Pat) Williams.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Bro. Milavec 
on Nov. 5 in St. Benedict the 
Abbot Church. Burial followed 
in Queen of Heaven Cemetery, 
McMurray.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 6 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Milavec’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. RIChARD A. KRAJEC (576)

kAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary/COO

dEAThS REPoRTEd
For the month of November 2021
   dATE oF
LodGE NAmE dEATh CITY, STATE
	 5	 Julius	T.	Straka	 08-29-2021	 Kirtland,	Ohio
	 5	 Elsie	Gerlica	 10-15-2021	 Garfield	Hgts.,	Ohio
 6 David P. Martincic 01-08-2021 McDonald, Pa.
 6 Valerie S. Krall 02-17-2021 Bethel Park, Pa.
 6 Warren J. DallaPiazza 08-27-2021 McDonald, Pa.
	 6	 Dorina	A.	Hoover	 08-26-2021	 Steubenville,	Ohio
 6 Theodore L. Balach 08-24-2021 McKees Rocks, Pa.
 8 Dorothy L. Woynovich 03-19-2021 Dyer, Ind.
 8 Anne H. Josek 07-06-2021 Elk	Grove	Village,	Ill.
 31 Dorothy A. Venglarik 09-07-2021 Hoover, Ala.
 87 Mary J. Stravasnik 06-19-2017 Fremont, Mich.
 106 Judith A. Mixter 09-25-2021 Imperial, Pa.
 106 Mary Joy Pavlovich 11-03-2021 Imperial, Pa.
 107 Edward A. Baumgarth 09-05-2021 Jonesburg, Mo.
 126 Sophie J. Kafer 02-04-2021 Willoughby	Hills,	Ohio
 138 Samuel F. Poness Sr. 10-29-2020 Strabane, Pa.
 138 Linda L. Unicek 10-29-2021 Brooksville, Fla.
	 158	 William	J.	Kustis	 09-05-2021	 Willowick,	Ohio
	 158	 Anton	Mlack	 11-24-2008	 Chardon,	Ohio
 218 JoAnn M. Shuster 10-17-2019 Palm	Beach	Gardens,	Fla.
	 223	 Anthony	E.	Pushnik	 10-13-2021	 Greensburg,	Pa.
 223 Dennis J. Kulikowski 10-21-2021 Lower Burrell, Pa.
 254 Richard Dernar 10-11-2021 Lebanon, Pa.
	 257	 Phyllis	M.	Thornton	 10-17-2021	 Mansfield,	Ohio
	 277	 Louann	Martin	 10-16-2021	 Struthers,	Ohio
	 371	 Edward	J.	Stipic	 10-28-2021	 Olympia,	Wash.
 371 Michael J. Reedy 11-10-2021 Chehalis, Wash.
 459 Roderick Lee McFarlane	 10-08-2021	 Port	Orange,	Fla.
 564 Victor Hribar 10-04-2021 Charlotte, Mich.
 564 James Rayner 09-15-2021 Pinckney, Mich.
	 603	 Frances	L.	Stritar	 01-11-2021	 Oldsmar,	Fla.
	 604	 Stana	M.	Grill	 10-04-2021	 Wickliffe,	Ohio
	 604	 Martha	A.	Meglich	 07-18-2021	 Parma,	Ohio
 665 John D. Truxal Sr. 01-26-2021 Verona, Pa.
 715 John A. Hribar 09-27-2021 Miami, Fla.
 715 Kenneth L. Borieo 10-24-2021 Naples, Fla.
 749 Amelia Frick 09-23-2021 Johnstown, Pa.
	 771	 Dorothy	Helvak	 05-22-2019	 Poland,	Ohio
 776 Michael Sackin 10-11-2021 New Castle, Pa.
 782 Joseph E. Feltz 09-26-2021 Butler, Pa.
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YUKON, Pa. — Sis. 
Frances Sobek, a mem-
ber of SNPJ Lodge 729 
in Yukon, Pa., outlived 
her SNPJ life insurance 
policy in October 2021 and has since joined the ranks of 
the Society’s Honorary (outlived) Members.

Frances Annette Sobek was born Aug. 26, 1925, at 
home, in the small village of Gillespie near Fayette City, 
Pa. Her mother, Mary Prunk Skrlj Ambrozich, and her 
father, Joseph Frank Ambrozich, were immigrants from 
Slovenia in the former Yugoslavia. Her siblings included 
two brothers and two sisters who grew up together and 
experienced life during the Great Depression and WWII. 

Frances attended Gillespie Grade School and Marion 
High School, where she graduated with the class of 1943. 
She furthered her education at the Douglas Business Col-
lege in Charleroi, Pa. Frances obtained her first job at the 
Allenport Plant of Pittsburgh Steel, where she worked as 
a messenger and was then promoted as secretary to the 
steelworks accountant. 

On June 28, 1950, Frances married Thaddeus Henry 
Sobek, and they were blessed with two children. As a 
homemaker, she also worked for several years as a clerk for 
the United Dairy Farms Store in Belle Vernon, Pa. 

Her husband is now deceased, and Frances makes her 
home with her daughter in Belle Vernon. Cooking and 
baking are her favorite hobbies. Each holiday, she proudly 
continues the Slovenian tradition of baking delicious potica 
and paska bread. Frances enjoys listening to Slovenian and 
Croatian radio programs on the weekends. She is also an 
avid fan of the Pittsburgh Steelers, Penguins and Pirates. 
Along with her SNPJ Lodge 729 membership, she is also a 
member of St. Sebastian Church in Belle Vernon.

This past August she celebrated her 96th birthday with 
her family, daughter Mary Jane, son Ted and wife Deana, 
and granddaughter Alexa and husband Mike.

On behalf of the members of Lodge 729 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we extend best wishes to Sis. 
Sobek for continued health and happiness.

Lodge 729
member
still enjoys
baking

Honorary Members
best wishes to our

Sis. FRANCES SOBEK (729) 

by MARCIA KLANCER BLEGGI
Lodge 581 Secretary/Treasurer

ST. MARYS, Pa. — SNPJ 
Lodge 581 in St. Marys will 
hold their first meeting of 
2022 on Sunday, Jan. 30, at 
the Wildwoods starting at 
12:30 p.m. Officers who were 
elected at the Nov. 7 meeting 
will be installed. Following 
the meeting, the North Central 
Pennsylvania Polka Boosters 
will sponsor a polka dance 
with music by the Vagabonds 
from DuBois, Pa.

On Sunday, Feb. 13, a polka 
dance is scheduled from 2-5 
p.m. at the Kersey Fireman’s 
Club featuring the Rex Taneri 

Band from Canfield, Ohio.
On Nov. 28, a small group 

of friends gathered to practice 
making apple strudel. It was 
an all-day event that included 
stretching the dough and peel-
ing apples. The group included 
John Troha, Tyler Troha, 
Shawnee Troha, Kaitlyn Yang, 
Lexie Bleggi, and Don and 
Marcia Bleggi.

After perfecting the strudel-
making process, we hope to 
have a bigger class in January 
or February. Anyone inter-
ested can contact Lodge 581 
Secretary Marcia Bleggi at 
(814) 335-4983 or by e-mailing 
marcia.and.don@gmail.com.

Strudel-making class on
the Lodge 581 schedule

Bakers of all ages and skill levels are welcome to join in the 
strudel-making class hosted by St. Mary’s Lodge 581. Contact 
Lodge Secretary/Treasurer Marcia Bleggi for information.

by JOE VALENCIC
Lodge 5

CLEVELAND — Singing is 
key to the continuation of Slo-
venian music in America, and 
Slovenian students of voice can 
apply for a special scholarship 
to pursue their musical calling.

The Cleveland Institute of 
Music is accepting applica-
tions for the Josephine Valen-
cic Scholarship in voice. This 
is the first music scholarship 
in the United States specifi-
cally for students of Slovenian 
descent.

The Valencic scholarship 
covers a portion of the cost 
of tuition for a Cleveland In-
stitute of Music student who 
is a citizen of Slovenia or is 
of Slovenian heritage, and/
or a member of a chartered 
Slovenian-American organiza-
tion. Applicants must be en-
rolled in the preparatory voice 
program for at least one year. 
The scholarship is awarded for 
a full year and distributed over 
two semesters.

The family and friends 
of Josephine Valencic fund 

the scholarship to honor the 
memory of a Slovenia-born 
mother who nurtured a love 
of music and heritage in her 
children, as well as the young 
members of Cleveland’s Slo-
venian Junior Chorus. With 
this scholarship, the tradition 
of Slovenian vocal music can 
be perpetuated for future 
generations.

The Cleveland Institute 
of Music is a leading inter-
national conservatory; CIM 
graduates perform with the 
world’s most acclaimed mu-

sical organizations. Nearly 
2,000 young people and adults 
take lessons throughout the 
year. Institute voice graduates 
appear with the Metropolitan 
and New York City Operas, 
and opera companies in Chi-
cago, Detroit, Cleveland and 
in Europe.

Applications are currently 
being accepted for the Valencic 
Voice Scholarship. To apply, 
contact the Cleveland Institute 
of Music at (216) 791-5000 
or visit CIM online at www.
cim.edu.

Slovenian voice students can apply for scholarship

Important figures to consider...

29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

1-800-843-7675

If your coverage is over 5 years old,
contact SNPJ for a policy review.

!

by COuRTNEY KOENIG (138)
Miss SNPJ Pageant Commission

STRABANE, Pa. — Pozdrav, bratje in 
sestre! Srečno novo leto! 

I hope this finds you and your loved 
ones well. I know that the past two years 
have been a very trying time for everyone 
in our country and all over the world. Some 
of you may know someone who has been 
impacted by this virus in various stages. 
For those of you who have lost someone 
due to this, my heart is with you.

Times haven’t been easy for everyone, 
but there is hope of getting back to some 
normal activities and gatherings. With 
that said, I am beyond grateful that the 
members of the Miss SNPJ Commission 
were able to get the Miss SNPJ Pageant 
reinstated for Slovenefest 2022.

The Miss SNPJ Pageant holds a very 
special place in my heart. During National 
SNPJ Days in 1994, I served as a Future 
Miss SNPJ attendant, and I fell in love with 
this aspect of being an SNPJ member. Not 
only was our heritage on display, but the 
true meaning of fraternalism was as well. 

You see, during this weekend not only 
did I get to dance the night away, I got to 
be behind the scenes of the Miss SNPJ 
Pageant. As a 10-year-old little girl, I was 
in awe of the contestants. They all took 
me under their wing and treated me as if 
I was one of them. I had hoped that one 
contestant in particular would be crowned, 
and when Jennifer Skrajner Nekic (142) 
was announced, I was overjoyed. She was 
so kind to me that weekend. I looked up 
to her and said I wanted to be just like 
her. Thank you, Jennifer, for leaving that 
lasting impression on a little girl. You will 
never know how much that meant to me.

It was my late grandmother, Rosella 
Pabian (138), who instilled the love of SNPJ 
and polka music in me. She lived right up 
the road from our Lodge hall. My sister 
and I participated in every Youth Circle 
19 event that we could; we knew those 
activities would look good on our applica-
tions for the Miss SNPJ Pageant one day. 

Fast forward to Slovenefest 2001, and 
my sister, Carissa (Pabian) Boyer, was 
crowned Miss SNPJ 2002. I had entered 
the following year in hopes that this would 
be the first time that a sister would crown a 
sister. Sadly, that didn’t happen, so I again 
entered the pageant the following year. 

My favorite memory from the Miss 
SNPJ Pageant in 2003 was when our be-
loved late Fraternal Director Kevin Rich-
ards came to the podium and said, “O.K., 
ladies and gentlemen, we are going to take 
a brief pause and have the singing of ‘God 
Bless America’ by Miss SNPJ 1984 Toni 
Trontel Solarz.” Toni sang beautifully, of 
course, but that didn’t calm my nerves or 
stop my stomach from doing flip-flops.

Then the moment came to announce 
the new Miss SNPJ 2004. I don’t think it 
quite registered with me initially that my 
name had been called. When I saw my mom 
jump out of her seat, that’s when I knew. 
My grandmother was beyond excited that 

Miss SNPJ 2004 shares her pageant inspirations

In 1994, when she was just 10 years old, CoURTNEY PAbIAN koENIG served as 
a Future Miss SNPJ attendant and was thrilled to meet Miss SNPJ 1995 jENNIFER 
SkRAjNER NEkIC during the pageant weekend.

Nine years 
later, during the 
2003 pageant, 
CoURTNEY 
PAbIAN 
koENIG won 
the title of Miss 
SNPJ 2004, 
much to the 
delight of her 
grandmother, 
the late Rosella 
Pabian (138).

her second granddaughter would now join 
the sisterhood of the Miss SNPJ legacy.

My reign as Miss SNPJ 2004 is a year 
that I will cherish forever. This was dur-
ing our Society’s centennial celebration 
and, oh, what a celebration we had! Every 
month I was heading off to an event to 
help celebrate SNPJ’s first 100 years as a 
fraternal organization. 

I got to meet the first President of the 
Republic of Slovenia, Milan Kučan, at the 
SNPJ centennial ball in Pittsburgh. I felt 
humbled to be in a room with so many 
descendants of our ancestors who created 
this wonderful organization. I wonder if 
those who started SNPJ dreamed it would 
be what it is today.

The point of my long-winded story is 
to encourage our young female members 
– those between the ages of 18 and 28 by 
July 8, 2022, and an SNPJ member for at 
least three months – to seriously consider 
entering this time-honored tradition. The 
pageant weekend itself is a memorable 
event. You will have those little girls 

looking up to you and hoping that you 
win, just like my 10-year-old self did way 
back when. 

My story is just one of many that any 
former Miss SNPJ or past contestant can 
relay. They will tell you that it was the 
time of their lives and one they will always 
remember. 

Please encourage your sister, niece, 
daughter, granddaughter or friend to 
participate in the next Miss SNPJ Pageant 
being held during Slovenefest 2022. It will 
be an experience like no other. It truly is 
a sisterhood.

So who will be crowned Miss SNPJ 
2023? I can’t wait to find out!

If you have any questions about what 
this weekend entails, please feel free to 
reach out to Miss SNPJ Pageant Commit-
tee members by e-mailing missSNPJle-
gacy@gmail.com, and be sure to follow our 
adventures on our social media platforms: 
Instagram and Facebook @misssnpj.

I hope you all had a blessed and safe 
holiday season. Do takrat, hvala!

• Receive $10 for each valid referral submitted.
• Every valid referral earns the recommender
 one chance in the Quarterly Drawing for an
 opportunity to win $100.

Recommender Benefits

The SNPJ Recommender Program provides an op-
portunity for adult members to encourage family, 
friends, children and acquaintances to join the Slo-
vene National Benefit Society and take advantage of 
SNPJ’s competitive products and numerous fraternal 
benefits. Not only will you be helping a friend and 
strengthening our Society, you’ll also be receiving 
benefits yourself.

I would like to introduce
_________________________________________

for SNPj membership
Please contact: __________________________________________
 (Parent or guardian if under age 18)

Address: _______________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________
Phone: (             ) _________________________________________
Indicate Preferred Agent ___________________________________
 (Optional)

My Name: ______________________________________________
My Lodge Number: _______________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________
Phone: (             ) _________________________________________
e-mail __________________________________________________

Each individual must be informed that an agent will contact him/her and the referral
must have some interest in SNPJ in order for the recommender to be considered valid.

Complete this coupon and return to
Slovene National benefit Society

247 West Allegheny Rd. • Imperial, PA 15126

SNPJ Recommender Program
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 Friday, Feb. 18, 6:30 p.m.
 Saturday, Feb. 19, 9 a.m.
 Saturday, Feb. 19, 2 p.m.

MEN
Doubles & Singles Events

at Sygan Lodge 6 
540 Third Ave.

Bridgeville, PA 15017
Phone: (412) 221-9862

 Sunday, Feb. 20, 9 a.m.
 Sunday, Feb. 20, Noon
 Sunday, Feb. 20, 3 p.m.

MEN
Team Event

at Strabane Lodge 138 
269 Latimer Ave.

Strabane, PA 15363
Club: (724) 745-9860
Lanes: (724) 745-9775

WOMEN
Doubles & Singles Events

at Strabane Lodge 138 
269 Latimer Ave.

Strabane, PA 15363
Club: (724) 745-9860
Lanes: (724) 745-9775

 Saturday, Feb. 19, 9:30 a.m.
 Saturday, Feb. 19, 2:30 p.m.

WOMEN
Team Event

at Sygan Lodge 6 
540 Third Ave.

Bridgeville, PA 15017
Phone: (412) 221-9862

 Sunday, Feb. 20, 9:30 a.m.
 Sunday, Feb. 20, 12:30 p.m.
 Sunday, Feb. 20, 3:30 p.m.

The entry fee for each event is $15 per bowler, $9.00 of which shall be used for prizes 
and $6.00 for bowling. An extra $5 is charged to all who desire to compete for 

handicap all-events prizes. The Slovene National Benefit Society adds $6 
per member to each prize fund except all-events.

Return form, along with fees of $15 per person, per event, to:
Den Brand

405 Forbes St., Bridgeville, PA 15017
e-mail: dhbrand3517@gmail.com

Make checks payable to SNPJ Lodge 6
ENTRY DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 1, 2022

The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament 
rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department, 

247 West Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126.

1.

2.

1.

2.

All-Events
$5 per 
person

YES/NO

Highest 
Average
2020-21

Lodge
  No.

Doubles & Singles 
Entry fee $30 per person

Friday/Saturday Only

1.

2.

3.

4.

Highest
Average
2020-21

Lodge
No.

Four Person Team Event
Entry fee $60 per team

Sunday Only

Submit bowlers’ names by position in lineup

SNPJ Winter Classic Bowling Tournament
February 18-20, 2022

Team name _____________________________________
Team captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

co-sponsored by SNPJ Lodge 6 and SNPJ Lodge 138 
and SNPJ Athletic Districts 1 and 2

SNPj membership Anniversaries 
January 2022

 Lodge member
 1 Diane A. Ciscon
 5 Patricia A. Klaus
 6 Alan W. Krek
	 8	 George	Yovkovich
 41 Donald J. Bohince
 113 Nick J. Rudelich
 126 Patricia A. Heckman
 138 Patricia C. Dalton
 138 Fredrick D. Tauzel
 138 Robert R. Ruetschi
 138 Robin L. Matyas
 138 Margaret M. Hitchings
 138 David B. Roney
 142 Carole A. Martin
 153 Henry J. Vukovich
 153 Robert J. Pavlich
	 207	 Jeanne	M.	Greeno
 223 Samuel A. Testa
	 225	 Michael	G.	Laird
	 274	 James	L.	O’Connor
 304 Frederick S. Sommers
	 304	 Gregory	Sommers
 518 Vicki S. Marshall

 Lodge member
 564 Mary T. Wood
 564 Lynn A. Sarosik
 576 Carol E. Subel
 576 Christine H. Conway
 584 Rhonda M. Christensen
 584 Mark E. Ferkul
 584 Joseph Barbarich
 584 Robert Barbarich
 584 Nancy S. Chuck
 584 Linda R. Davis
 584 Thomas E. Staniger
 584 Carol J. Staniger
 603 Frances H. Haney
 604 Laura J. Hill
 614 Bruce R. Bajec
 643 Richard E. Rostan
 643 Robert A. Rostan
 749 Susan M. Lombardi
 770 Preston Chiaro
 770 James D. Sankovich
	 771	 Samuel	J.	Gennaro
	 A02	 John	L.	Gahagan

50-Year members

 Lodge member
 1 Patricia A. Deyoung
 3 James Strenski
 6 Nancy J. Koczaja
 31 Sandra J. Furlan
 89 Paul D. Lautar
 158 Carol Rosenthal
 174 Henry E. Zadel
	 216	 Dorothy	K.	Gilbert
 225 JoAnn Vinardi
	 265	 John	L.	Yanosik

 Lodge member
 449 Jeannine A. Ceferin
 518 Theresa M. Rugel
 559 Richard Hassman
	 584	 Rose	L.	Gatto
 603 Veronica Fleming
 689 Lynn D. Faylor
 723 Donald J. Mattinson
 729 Martin F. Muzar
	 A02	 Joseph	G.	Depp

60-Year members

 Lodge member
 6 Joseph J. Ferencic
 218 Franklin C. Zadel
 225 Helen Zagar

 Lodge member
	 559	 Irene	M.	Odorizzi
 786 Jean F. Koci

70-Year members

80-Year members
 Lodge member
 6 Elizabeth Pokrajac

[From left] Former Miss SNPJs dANIELLA VoLPE (2020), 
kARA mARUSZAk (2010), jENNIFER SkRAjNER 
NEkIC (1995) and TERESA mLAkAR koCI (1989) worked 
the Miss SNPJ Pageant drawing held on Friday during the 
Thanksgiving Polka Weekend.

PAGEANT PRomoTIoN
FROM PAGE 1 

selling drawing tickets for two 
prize baskets.

On Friday and Saturday we 
offered a few different options 
for entering the drawings, and 
it was so fun to see many sup-
porters trying their luck with 
a Miss SNPJ “sash-length” of 
tickets. Congratulations to our 
two basket winners who took 
home a one-year membership 
to the Polka Hall of Fame, 
scratch-off lottery tickets, 
Črnko wine from Slovenia, 
Polka City Pilsners from 
Cleveland’s Goldhorn Brew-
ery, Joey Miskulin’s “Back 
to Slovenia” CD, some snacks 
and treats, an insulated water 
bottle, and more! 

We’d also like to extend 

a thank you to Linda Lustic-
Fetcko, mother of Miss SNPJ 
2006 Shannon Fetcko Muraco, 
who recently sent a generous 
Booster Fund donation to the 
SNPJ Home Office.

As we settle into 2022, the 
Pageant Commission will be 
busy with continued fundrais-
ing and pageant preparations. 
One of our most important 
goals is to help provide a 
memorable pageant weekend 
for each contestant, and we 
look forward to welcoming 
the next Miss SNPJ into the 
sisterhood. We appreciate 
everyone’s support, and would 
like to remind all members 
that we can be contacted at 
missSNPJlegacy@gmail.com 
with any questions related to 
the pageant.

Miss SNPJs raise funds at 
Thanksgiving polka event

by JERRY WATSON
Lodge 34 Secretary/Treasurer

INDIANAPOLIS — Srečno 
novo leto! 

On Dec. 3, Lodge 34 
members prepared and 
served a special Slovenian 
dinner at the Slovenian Na-
tional Home (SNH): jesprenj 
juha, (barley soup), kranjska 
klobasa, hard-crusted kruh 
(bread) and potica. The 
dinners sold out quickly and 
were enjoyed by everyone. 
All dinner proceeds were 
donated to the SNH.

Several people mentioned 
they had never eaten jesprenj 
juha. The unwritten recipe 
came to America in 1914 
when Louise Dragan Valant 
Gorenc came to Haughville, 
Ind. She immigrated from 

Stara Bučka, Dolenska, and 
started a family. She passed 
her cooking skills down to 
her daughter, Stella Watson, 
and then to her grandson, 
Jerry Watson. Louise’s pot-
ica skills were also passed 
on to Stella, Jerry, and her 
great-grandson Jozef.

On Dec. 10, Lodge 34 held 
its fourth quarterly meeting. 
Marija Stoelting was elected 
Lodge recording secretary 
and auditor; the remaining 
officers were reelected. 

Installation of the Lodge 
off icers will take place 
during our first quarterly 
meeting of 2022, which is 
scheduled Friday, March 4, 
beginning at 7 p.m. at the 
SNH, 2717 West 10th St. in 
Indianapolis.

Lodge 34 Dec. dinner 
features Slovenian fare

SNPJ Lodge 34 member joZEF WATSoN displays 
the dinner served by Lodge 34 members at the SNh in 
December. Jozef utilized his baking skills to help to make 
the potica. FROM ThE AuThOR: Note the stylish hair net!

by FRED MLAKAR
Lodge 786 President

ORANGE COUNTY, Calif. 
— After a year of social dis-
tancing, Orange Coast Lodge 
786 returned to in-person 
gatherings with a July meeting 
of fully-vaccinated members at 
my home in Irvine. 

In addition to local mem-
bers, we were happy to see 
Jeanne Obenchain arrive 
from San Diego after braving 
congested freeways, and to 
welcome Matt and Adriana 
Mlakar and their children 
from Sacramento Lodge 
745. And from Fairbanks, 
Alaska, our vice president, 
John Govednik, participated 
in the business meeting via 
video conference.

Afterward, we enjoyed 
lunch on the patio followed 
by an accordion jam session 
between me and Don Milek. 
Meanwhile, the kids had fun 
tossing water balloons and 

Frisbees in the adjacent city 
park. 

In October we met at the 
Phoenix Club Oktoberfest 
in Anaheim, Calif., for beer, 
schnitzel and a schuplattler 
dance exhibition. Later that 
month we gathered at the Old 
World German Restaurant in 
Huntington Beach to experi-
ence the talented itinerant 
Slovenian multi-instrumen-
talist and entertainer Marko 
Kavtičnik.

The next Lodge 786 busi-
ness meeting is scheduled 
Jan. 16 at the home of Ken 
and Teresa Koci, 14 Dion in 
Laguna Niguel, starting at 
noon. We will elect officers 
and make plans for 2022. All 
fully-vaccinated members are 
welcome to attend in person; 
Zoom connection will be 
available for those who are too 
far away to make the drive. A 
reminder will be e-mailed in 
early January.

Orange Coast Lodge 786 members have option to 
meet in-person or virtual

In July, Orange Coast Lodge 786 hosted its first in-person 
meeting in over a year, drawing members from throughout 
Southern California.

After the meeting, 
Lodge President 
FREd mLAkAR 
entertained the 
group on his 
button box.

Photos submitted by Sis. Carmella Smidl

A Busy Year for Chicago Lodge 8
[Above] Lodge 8 members paid a visit to the SNPJ Lodge 
603 hall in Samsula, Fla., where they met up with Lodge 
603 members Bill Tomazin and Jeannette humphrey. Lodge 
members were planning to attend Florida SNPJ Days, but 
due to Covid the event was canceled. Pictured are (seated) 
doLoRES NoVoTNY and Ed koVACk, (standing, from 
left) bILL TomAZIN, dom EoRIo, jIm PAWLIk, CARm 
SmIdL, jEANNETTE hUmPhREY and ANELLE EoRIo.
[Below] The Lodge 8 June meeting was held outdoors at Sis. 
Carm Smidl’s home, during which the Lodge held its annual 
donation drive of detergents and cleaning supplies for the 
Ronald McDonald house at Loyola hospital in Maywood, 
Ill. When the donations were delivered to the RMCh, Lodge 
members were informed that the staff at the Ronald McDonald 
house does as many as 30 loads of laundry a day!


