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briefly

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office will be closed Monday, July 4, 
in celebration of Independence Day. 
Normal office hours, 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., 
will resume Tuesday, July 5. We wish all 
SNPJ members and friends a happy and 
safe Independence Day.

Home Office closed
for the July 4th holiday

The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are Aug. 1 and Sept. 1. All material must 
be received by noon on Monday, July 
18, for the Aug. 1 issue, and by Monday, 
Aug. 15, for the Sept. 1 issue. If you’re 
concerned about making the deadline, 
send an e-mail to prosveta@snpj.com 
or submit your material via the publi-
cations area of our website, snpj.org.

THE
DEADLINE

Emmi N. johnson
Born June 10, 2021
detroit lodge 677

The members of SNPJ Wolverines Lodge 
677 welcome Emmi Noelle Johnson as their 
newest member. Emmi is the daughter of 
Alyssa (677) and Lance R. Johnson, sister 
of Kaden Johnson (677), granddaughter 
of Jeffrey and Teresa Stachowiak, and 
great-granddaughter of Gerald (677) and 
Darlene Stachowiak. We welcome Emmi 
to the Society and extend our best wishes 
to her entire family.

Five new entrants boost 2022 Pageant field to seven

EmIlY PAtoSkY
Lodge 106, Imperial, Pa.

mAdISoN SINAN
Lodge 782, Glenshaw, Pa.

lANIE mARESh
Lodge 449, Cicero, Ill.

HERMInIE, Pa. — A meeting will be 
held for all SNPJ Lodge 87 members by 
Region 1 Vice President Maury Sinan and 
SNPJ National Secretary Karen Pintar 
on Saturday, July 30, starting at 11 a.m. 
During this meeting we will hold the 
nomination, election and installation of 
Lodge 87 officers for all positions.

Please contact SNPJ National Secre-
tary Karen Pintar at kpintar@snpj.com or 
Region 1 Vice President Maury Sinan at 
maury@zoominternet.net for the phone 
number and instructions on how to join the 
call. You can also phone Karen at 1-800-
843-7675 ext. 149 for the information.

We thank all Lodge 87 members who 
stepped up and offered to serve as officers 
when the letters went out requesting your 
help. All Lodge 87 members are encour-
aged to join the call for this meeting and 
to meet your new Lodge officers.

kAREN A. PINtAR
SNPJ National Secretary/COO

July 30 meeting date set 
to elect Lodge 87 officers

RIVA WIll
Lodge 274, Dunlo, Pa.

NIColE fRANtz
Lodge 153, Youngstown, Ohio

follow SNPJ on 
facebook!

Make snpj.org 
your first stop for 

SNPJ information 
on the go. 

Scan the code 
to get started.

by COuRTNEY PABIAN KOENIG (138)
Miss SNPJ Pageant Director

StRAbAnE, Pa. — Greetings from the Miss 
SNPJ Pageant Commission! We hope everyone 
is getting excited for Slovenefest, and we are 
pleased to introduce five young ladies who have 
entered the 2022 Miss SNPJ Pageant since the 
June PROSVETA issue was published: Lanie 
Maresh (449), Emily Patosky (106), Madison 
Sinan (782), Riva Will (274), and Nicole Frantz 
(153).

Lanie Maresh, a member of Lodge 449 in 
Cicero, Ill., is our third contestant. She is the 
daughter of Janice and William Maresh, the 
granddaughter of William and Elinore Mladic 
Laben, and the great-granddaughter of Anna 
and Mohor Mladič. Mohor was one of the 12 
founding members of the SNPJ.

In 2013, Lanie graduated with honors from 
Downers Grove North High School where she 
was a member of the school choir, speech team, 
cheerleading squad, and school newspaper. 
While in high school, Lanie participated in 
various community service activities, includ-
ing volunteering her time at school functions 
for the National Honor Society, baking cook-
ies for local fundraisers, helping manage her 
school’s largest donation drive that supported 
local veterans, participating in a choir ensemble 
that performed in various communities for the 
elderly, and volunteering at events held by Robert 
E. Lee Coulter Jr. American Legion Post 1941, 
as well as the Paulson Pediatric Rehab Center 

in La Grange, Ill.
As a member of the Kappa Tau Alpha Na-

tional Honor Society and Gamma of Indiana 
Phi Beta Kappa, Lanie graduated with honors 
from Indiana University in 2017. She earned 
her bachelor of arts degree in journalism with 
a concentration in disabilities studies. During 
her time at IU, Lanie volunteered for Best Bud-

dies, where she was paired with a participant 
of Stone Belt, a non-profit organization that 
provides resources and support for individuals 
with disabilities.

Lanie performed as a member of the African 
American Choral Ensemble, and she also volun-

SEE fIVE PAgEANt ENtRANtS
ON PAGE 10

by KATIE MAVRICh GREEN
Lodge 138

StRAbAnE, Pa. — July is the best month of the year 
at SNPJ Lodge 138!

The fun kicks off Saturday, July 2, with Klancnik & 
Friends performing outside under the pavilion. The band 
will play from 7 to 11 p.m.

Stop by the SNPJ Lodge 138 Club after the Canons-
burg Fourth of July parade on Monday, July 4, when Brad 
Bendis will play some acoustic tunes al fresco. Make a 
day of it – we’ll be grilling hamburgers and hot dogs, and 
we have a spectacular view of the Canonsburg fireworks.

Lodge 138 will take a break for Slovenefest, but we’ll 

Strabane Lodge 138 gearing up for annual Duck Race

The waters were 
too high during the 
Strabane Lodge 
138 Duck Race 
in 2021, so Youth 
Circle 19 members 
picked the winning 
ducks out of the 
bed of a pickup 
while blindfolded.

SEE lodgE 138 dUCk RACE
ON PAGE 11

by KAThY PAuLENICh (776)
SNPJ heritage Center Director

bOROugH Of SnPJ, Pa. — Here it is! Our 
favorite time of the year has finally arrived. 
Slovenefest is returning after a two-year hiatus!

SNPJ Heritage Center Committee members 
are so excited to welcome you back to our 
museum and gift shop. Our shelves are fully 
stocked, and be sure to check out the cookbook 
“Cook Eat Slovenia” shipped from Slovenia.

Our new T-shirt design this year is “Happy 
To BEE Slovenian,” availble for just $15 in adult 
and children’s sizes. Our newest item for sale 
is glassware in three different styles: the shot 
glass with “Živio” on the front sells for $7, the 
wine glass with “Na Zdravje” sells for $7, and 
the pub beer glass with “Živio To Your Health” 
sells for $11. We have also replenished the 
onesies and toddler T-shirts – and don’t forget 

SNPJ Heritage Center readies its 
program for Slovenefest weekend

the stuffed animals!
We also have some donations that we were 

requested to display as wanting a new home. 
You might find something on the tables that 
you would love to have as a keepsake; all we 
ask of you is to leave us a monetary donation. 

The “Closer Look at Slovenia” speaker series 
will return to the tent on the Heritage Center 
patio on the Saturday and Sunday afternoons 
of Slovenefest. The times haven’t been set yet, 
but I can tell you some of the speakers and their 
programs. Heritage Center Committee member 
Mary Jo Hartman will be speaking about the 
genealogy archives in Ljubljana and Maribor, 
Joe Valencic from Cleveland will speak on 
the Kurentovanje celebration in Slovenia and 
Cleveland, Slovenian Consul General Alenka 

SEE SloVENEfESt WEEkENd
ON PAGE 8
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Lodge/Organization

Type of Event 
 
 

Site 
 
 

If a concert or dance, who is
performing? 
 
 

Date 

Time 

Who to contact 
 
 

Phone (        )

Complete and return to: 
PROSVETA

247 W. Allegheny Road
Imperial, PA  15126-9774

e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

•	 JULY	8-10 .... Slovenefest at the SNPJ Recre-
ation Center, Borough of SNPJ (Enon 
Valley), Pa. For information phone the 
SNPJ Recreation Center at 1-877-767-
5732 or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

•	 JULY	31-AUG.	6 ...SNPJ Family Week at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center. For more in-
formation phone the SNPJ Recreation 
Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732 or 
e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

•	 AUG.	7 ..... SNPJ Spartans Lodge 576 picnic 
and the first annual Louis J. Novak 
Balina Tournament at the SNPJ Farm, 
Kirtland, Ohio. Music by Ron Likovic & 
Friends. For additional information and 
tournament registration, contact Karen 
Novak at (216) 965-3181.

•	 AUG.	15 ... The 32nd SNPJ Quadrennial Conven-
tion at the SNPJ Recreation Center.

•	 SEPT.	2-4 .... National SNPJ Days at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. For additional in-
formation phone the SNPJ Recreation 
Center at 1-877-767-5732 or e-mail 
snpj@snpjrec.com.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

by PATTI EVANISh
Lodge 715 Secretary

bOROugH Of SnPJ, Pa. — Lodge 
715 members, please join us on 
Saturday, July 9, at 3:30 p.m. for our 
First Annual Lodge 715 Slovenefest 
Polka Crawl.

We will meet behind the SNPJ 
Membership Booth, which is outside 
the entrance to the Recreation Center 
main building. Once assembled, we’ll 
stroll as a group to the first of three 
venues and dance to two polkas. We’ll 
then shuffle off to the next location. 
So dust off those polka shoes and 
get ready to dance to some amazing 
live bands!

If listening is more your groove, 
please come and support your Lodge 
Brothers and Sisters. Feel free to stay 
with the group as long as you can.  

Check out the event details posted 
on our Facebook page and let us know 
if you’ll be able to join in on the fun. 
We can’t wait to see you all soon!

Lodge 715 to 
hold the first
Polka Crawl
at Slovenefest 

•	 Mileage	reimbursement	
 will only be paid up to 
 a 100-mile radius of the 
 SNPJ Recreation Center
•	 Compensation	also	in-

cludes a $50 per diem

Resumes for these positions 
should be forwarded by 

Aug. 4, 2022, to:
Slovene National 
Benefit Society
Joseph C. Evanish,

National President/CEO
247 West Allegheny Road

Imperial, PA 15126
e-mail: pcushman@snpj.com

Call for Candidates
SNPj Recreation 

Center Committee
This announcement serves as a 
call to all members interested in 
serving on the SNPJ Recreation 
Center Committee. Two positions 
for terms of three years each will 
be filled during the Aug. 14, 2022, 
SNPJ National Board meeting.

by MARCIA KLANCER BLEGGI
Lodge 581 Secretary/Treasurer

St. MARyS, Pa. — Members of SNPJ 
Lodge 581 and the North Central Pennsyl-
vania Slovenian Polka Boosters joined the 
Friends of Jackson Road for a cleanup of litter 
along the entire length of Jackson Road and 
a three-mile portion of West Creek Road in 
St. Marys on April 23.

All 18 volunteers met at the Troha Trestle 
Camp at 9 a.m., signed the voucher sheets, 
and enjoyed potica, donuts and coffee. The 
cleanup began at 10 a.m. along Jackson Road, 
and everyone took a lunch break at 1 p.m. Hot 
dogs, hamburgers and snacks were served, 
while John Moore played polka music on 
his accordion. After lunch, the volunteers 
continued their cleanup effort along West 
Creek Road.

We managed to pick up a few hundred 
bottles and cans which were taken to the 
Troha Trestle Camp and put into recycling 
containers, then later delivered to the St. 
Marys Recycle Center. Other items collected 
included seven tires, one television, one sat-
ellite dish, a wooden dresser, several pieces 
of plastic furniture, and other miscellaneous 
litter that filled 49 garbage bags with an 
estimated weight of two tons of garbage. A 
special thank you to the John and Dan Troha 

families for all the planning.
Two students have been selected as the 

recipients of this year’s Jerry Troha Music 
Scholarship. Their names  will be announced 
in a future article.

On Saturday, July 9, SNPJ Lodge 581 and 
the Polka Boosters are sponsoring a bus to 
Enon Valley, Pa., for Slovenefest – a great 
time featuring non-stop polka entertainment, 
food trucks, crafters, and the Miss SNPJ 
Pageant. The cost to ride the bus, which 
includes admission to Slovenefest, is $90. 

The Deluxe Coach will make stops in 
Kane, Pa., at 7:30 a.m., in Wilcox at 8, in St. 
Marys at 8:45, and in Brookville at 10 a.m. 
Arrival at Slovenefest is planned at 12:15 
p.m.; the bus will depart Slovenefest at 7:30 
p.m. Contact John and Pat Moore at (814) 
837-9218 to be added to the list.

Polka dances will be hosted by the North 
Central Pennsylvania Polka Boosters on July 
10 at the Fire Hall in Kersey, Pa., and on July 
31 at Wildwoods in St. Marys. Lodge 581 
will also hold a quarterly meeting on Sunday, 
July 31, at Wildwoods starting at 12:30 p.m. 
All members are encouraged to attend.

For more information about SNPJ Lodge 
581 activities, contact Marcia Klancer Bleggi 
at (814) 335-4983 or check Facebook: SNPJ 
Lodge 581, St. Marys, PA.

Join St. Marys Lodge 581 members on a bus to Slovenefest

In April, members of SNPJ Lodge 581 and the North Central 
Pennsylvania Slovenian Polka Boosters participated in a 
cleanup of litter along Jackson Road and a portion of West 
Creek Road in St. Marys. Among other various items, the 
group managed to collect seven tires and enough litter to fill 
49 garbage bags with an estimated weight of two tons.

by MELANIE MATIASEK (559)
Federation Recording Secretary

CHICAgO — The Chicago District Federa-
tion of SNPJ Lodges held our second meeting 
of the year on April 23. It was great to see the 
area Lodges represented and back planning the 
year’s events.   

We discussed and planned for the annual 
Memorial Day celebration which was held May 
30 in the SNPJ section of Woodlawn Cemetery. 
Due to Covid, we couldn’t hold the event for the 
past two years. It turned out to be a beautiful 
day with many in attendance.  

The cemetery gave each car an American 
flag and roses to place upon the graves of our 
loved ones. Tina Rigler arranged to have Scout 
Troop 33 present the flags for the opening and 
closing of the ceremony.  

The ceremony also included singing by the 
Zbor Spendov men’s chorus and a speech by Dr. 
Janez Vidmar, Honorary Consul of the Republic 
of Slovenia for the State of Illinois  and a member 
of SNPJ Lodge 559.  We thank them for their time 
and effort to make this a solemn remembrance 
of our loved ones on Memorial Day.

This year the Chicago Federation lost long-
time officers Jean Cherway, Grace Doerk, and 
most recently Ed Kovack, all active members of 
the SNPJ. They will be missed. Our condolences 
to their families.

The Federation will plan to host our annual 
dinner dance in August, and all the Lodges look 
forward to sending their delegates to the SNPJ 
Quadrennial Convention in August. Until then, 
enjoy the summer!

Chicago Federation hosts annual Memorial 
Day services, plans for August dinner dance

Members of Scout Troop 33 presented the flags for the 
opening and closing of the Federation ceremonies.

The Zbor 
Spendov 
men’s chorus 
performed 
during the 
annual Memorial 
Day services 
hosted by the 
Chicago District 
Federation.

Photo submitted by Sis. Karen A. Pintar (6)

A No-Tap Send-Off at Sygan Lodge 6
SNPJ Region 2 Vice President Bro. Jim Curl opened this year’s round of Regional Fraternal Activities on April 23 
by hosting a no-tap bowling tournament at the SNPJ Lodge 6 Bowling Center in Sygan, Pa. At the conclusion of 
the tournament, the participants recognized Bro. Curl for his many years of service as Sygan Lodge 6 secretary 
prior to his retirement in December 2021. Congratulations, Bro. Curl!
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Slovene National Benefit Society National Board Minutes
Meeting held March 25, 2022, at the SNPJ Lodge 106 hall, Imperial, Pa.

NATIONAL BOARD MINUTES
CONTINuE NEXT COLuMN

NAtIoNAl PRESIdENt’S REPoRt
CONTINuES NEXT COLuMN

NAtIoNAl SECREtARY’S REPoRt
CONTINuES NEXT PAGE

friday, march 25, 2022
The meeting was called to order at 9 a.m. by President Joseph 
EVANISH. The roll call shows all 15 National Board members in 
attendance and one Young Adult representative.
The chairman appoints Brothers Don SRNICK and Maury SINAN 
as vice chairs for the meeting, with no objections.
President Evanish welcomes everyone to the meeting at the SNPJ 
Lodge 106 Hall.
A moment of silence is held for all members deceased since the 
last National Board meeting.
With no objections, the time of sessions will be 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
with lunch from 12:15 p.m. to 12:45 p.m.
The Order of Business is approved with no objections.
A motion is made by Bro. Rick HERVOL, second by Bro. Roger 
CLIFFORD, to ratify the approval of the Board minutes from the 
Sept. 17, 2021, meeting. Motion approved.
All reports are received with no objections.

National President’s Report
march 2022
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters. Welcome to our semiannual 
National Board meeting as we report and discuss the operation of 
our fraternal organization. We look forward to a positive and infor-
mative meeting with a valuable exchange of ideas for the benefit 
of the Society.
The research began in 2021 to determine the need for an upgraded 
insurance administration system. Working with our IT consultant, 
the Executive Committee will be considering options as we move 
forward on this project.
An opening conference call meeting took place in November with the 
Pennsylvania Insurance Department as part the Society’s five-year 
Risk-Focused Examination. We continue to respond to their requests 
and participate in the biweekly status report calls.
A memorial tribute was hosted by SNPJ for Kevin Richards in Au-
gust 2021 at the SNPJ Recreation Center Heritage Pavilion. The 
tribute was very well attended, and we appreciated the opportunity 
to recognize Kevin’s many accomplishments. It was evident that he 
touched so many over his years of service with the Society.

marketing
For the year 2021, the Society issued a total of 357 policies. The 
life insurance face amount for the year totaled $7,388,008. The 
life insurance in force is now $251,198,584. There were 226 new 
members enrolled during the year compared to 208 the previous 
year. First-year annualized premium experienced an increase over 
the previous year. Annuity premium increased to $9,343,487 for 
2021 compared to $6,298,470 in 2020.
National Sales Director David Ely oversees the sales function of 
the Society. He continuously pursues the recruitment of new agents 
and agencies. He also focuses a lot of his time training agents and 
agencies on our products and the uniqueness of our fraternal benefit 
society. The regular PROSVETA insurance column “We’ve Got You 
Covered” is authored by David.
Public awareness and member engagement has been enhanced 
through the efforts of Marketing Manager Gina Wise. She has used 
social media as a tool, consistently posting information about life 
insurance, annuities, Slovenian heritage, as well as promoting SNPJ 
events and activities. Gina has also helped to develop and update 
marketing materials for agents and Lodges, in addition to providing 
advice and support.
There was a change in non-forfeiture interest rates that affected 
insurance products for 2022. National Secretary Karen Pintar 
completed the factor filings necessary for this, which went into 
effect Jan. 1, 2022. Our IT consultant updated the product illus-
tration program for this purpose. The updates were distributed to 
the sales force.
The Lodge Bonus Program includes an incentive for new member 
enrollment. For every 10 new members enrolled, a Lodge receives 
a $100 bonus. Congratulations to the following Lodges who earned 
bonuses: Lodge 6, Sygan, Pa.; Lodge 31, Sharon, Pa.; Lodge 106, 
Imperial, Pa.; Lodge 138, Strabane, Pa.; Lodge 158, Euclid, Ohio; 
and Lodge 584, Milwaukee.

fraternal department
There were an increased number of our fraternal programs suc-
cessfully held during this period. This was possible with the Board’s 
direction, and with help from the SNPJ National Athletic Board and 
SNPJ Recreation Center management.
This included the Young Adult Conference which was moved to a 
weekend in July. Young Adult Chairman Robbie Rockwell helped to 
plan the weekend, which was productive and successful. There were 
33 young adult delegates and surrogate delegates in attendance. 
I oversaw the weekend; however, I was impressed at how these 
young adults organized themselves to get projects completed for 
the Recreation Center.
The SNPJ Family Week was also successful this past summer. The 
SNPJ Recreation Center staff did great job managing a fun weekend 
for all of the families that participated.
National SNPJ Days held Labor Day weekend saw the return of the 
National Balina Tournament and National Beanbag Tournament. 
The National Golf Tournament also took place. The Athletic Board 
members and volunteers help make these tournaments success-
ful. I set up some conference call meetings with the Athletic Board 
which accomplished the necessary planning and coordination for 
these events.
In September, the National Board unanimously approved to bring 
back the Miss SNPJ Pageant after an impressive presentation by 
the Miss SNPJ Pageant Commission. Planning is underway by this 
group for the pageant to once again be held during Slovenefest 
weekend in 2022.
The activity portion of the Lodge Bonus Program continued in 2021. 
Lodges that sponsor and report on at least four activities, one of which 
is a community service or charitable benefit project, are designated 
as a Gold Activity Lodge and received a $300 reward. Lodges that 
sponsor and report on at least two activities are designated as a 
Silver Activity Lodge and received a $200 reward.
Congratulations to the following Lodges for earning the Gold Level for 
Activity in 2021, thus earning a reward of $300:  Lodge 1, Chicago; 
Lodge 2, La Salle, Ill.; Lodge 6, Sygan, Pa.; Lodge 8, Chicago; Lodge 

34, Indianapolis; Lodge 106, Imperial, Pa.; Lodge 138, Strabane, 
Pa.; Lodge 142, Cleveland; Lodge 158, Euclid, Ohio; Lodge 225, 
Girard, Kan.; Lodge 449, Cicero, Ill.; Lodge 559, Chicago; Lodge 
581, St. Marys, Pa.; Lodge 603, Samsula, Fla.; Lodge 643, Girard, 
Ohio; Lodge 723, Fontana, Calif.; Lodge 729, Yukon, Pa.; Lodge 
776, Borough of SNPJ, Pa.; Lodge 782, Glenshaw, Pa.; and Lodge 
786, Orange County, Calif.
Congratulations to the following Lodges for earning the Silver Level 
for Activity in 2021, thus earning a reward of $200: Lodge 518, Mel-
vindale, Mich.; Lodge 677, Detroit; Lodge 689 Helper, Utah; Lodge 
721, Aliquippa, Pa.; and Lodge 771, Hillsville, Pa.
All Lodges will receive a Lodge Activity Reporting Form in the fall 
of 2022 to be completed and returned by Jan. 15, 2023.

Publications
The SNPJ news source, the PROSVETA publication, is designed 
and managed by Editor Jay Sedmak. PROSVETA, which remains 
a monthly publication, is also available online. At present, approxi-
mately 830 members receive e-mail notifications that the current 
PROSVETA issue is available online. We certainly appreciate the 
contributions from our scribes who promote and report on SNPJ 
activities and events in their respective areas.
Throughout this period, Jay completed the preliminary promotional 
work for Slovenefest, updating the flyers, the sponsor invitations 
and the online Slovenefest performance schedule, as well as 
completing the flyers and forms for the “Make It, Bake It, Grow 
It” Crafters Bazaar. He also worked with Heritage Center Director 
Kathy Paulenich to design promotional flyers for the 2021 National 
SNPJ Days held over Labor Day weekend, and the SNPJ celebra-
tion of the 30th anniversary of independent Slovenia co-hosted by 
the SNPJ Heritage Center and the Slovenian Consulate General in 
Cleveland held at the SNPJ Recreation Center in September 2021.
In addition to the Slovenefest materials, Jay worked with Miss SNPJ 
Pageant Commission Chairwoman Kara Maruszak to design a flyer 
for the 2022 Miss SNPJ Pageant, and to update the pageant entry 
form and the Miss SNPJ Pageant brochures that will be mailed to all 
eligible female members (ages 18 to 28) in April/May 2022. 
He also assisted National Secretary/COO Karen Pintar with compil-
ing documents required for the Pennsylvania Insurance Department 
five-year examination.
The five SNPJ websites (snpj.org, snpjrec.com, alpineroom.com, 
slovenefest.com and snpjheritage.org) continue to be hosted and 
supported by 3Seed Marketing, Design & Interactive. Jay updates 
and revises the sites on a regular basis.

Slovenia
Sept. 17 was a special day of hosting important Slovenian dignitar-
ies in celebration of Slovenia’s 30th anniversary of independence. 
This included the Minister of the Office for Slovenians Abroad, 
Dr. Helena Jaklitsch, who traveled from Slovenia; Ambassador 
of Slovenia to the United States Tone Kajzer from the Slovenian 
Embassy in Washington, D.C.; Consul General Alenka Jerak from 
the Consulate in Cleveland; and Pennsylvania Honorary Consul 
Petra Mitchell.
Also accompanying the Minister was Zvone Žigon with the Office for 
Slovenians Abroad. Zvone previously served as the Consul General 
in Cleveland and attended many SNPJ events during his tenure. It 
was nice to visit with Zvone again.
Our SNPJ National Board happily greeted and met with this impor-
tant delegation during the afternoon of Sept. 17, 2021, at the SNPJ 
Lodge 106 Hall adjacent to the SNPJ Headquarters in Imperial, 
Pa. We appreciate our Honorary Consul Petra Mitchell hosting the 
delegation for lunch earlier in Pittsburgh, which was sponsored by 
the SNPJ while our Board meeting was conducted.
After visiting with the National Board, the delegation proceeded to 
the SNPJ Recreation Center for the banquet celebration hosted by 
the SNPJ Slovenian Heritage Center and Consulate General. The 
Minister, Ambassador and delegation were very impressed with 
the Heritage Museum and Recreation Center. Appreciation goes 
to SNPJ Heritage Center Committee Director Kathy Paulenich and 
committee members Joan Gaspersic, Ed Robich, Tracey Belle, 
Patty Candela, Mary Jo Hartman and Susan Mals for coordinating 
the tour and banquet event.
It is great to work with Consul General Alenka Jerak. Our coordination 
with her for this event began in the spring. The Consul General was 
the person leading the coordination of the 30th anniversary events 
in the United States which took place in a number of areas in 2021.

fraternal Industry
SNPJ continues to stay involved in the fraternal industry through the 
local, state and national trade associations. In the fall, the Fraternal 
Societies of Greater Pittsburgh (FSGP) got back to hosting in-person 
luncheon meetings which we did attend. I also attended the FSGP 
Fraternalist of the Year banquet in November. After 15 years serving 
as secretary of the FSGP, Karen Pintar decided to step down at the 
end of the year 2021. She was recognized for her years of service 
at the annual FSGP Christmas luncheon.
The Pennsylvania Fraternal Alliance (PFA) is the largest, most 
active state fraternal alliance in the country. There are several 
more fraternal benefit societies domiciled in Pennsylvania than 
any other state. The PFA was able to host an in-person annual 
meeting in October. There were a number of presenters from our 
industry on topics such as economy/investment management, an-
nuity re-insurance, actuarial updates, and advocacy. Pennsylvania 
Insurance Department Examinations Director Mathew Milford also 
gave a presentation on regulatory updates.
The American Fraternal Alliance (the Alliance) Encore Education 
meeting took place virtually in December for the second year now. 
There were several different topics to join discussions on. You were 
able to move from group to group as you chose. The Alliance Execu-
tive Summit took place virtually in September. There were a number 
of roundtables with a variety of topics offered. I participated in both 
events, as well as some webinars during this period.
I participated in some Life Insurance Council (LIC) virtual meetings 
during this period as well. As an affiliate of LOMA, the LIC serves 
the small to mid-size insurance company sector. The Alliance sup-
ports the LIC and offers discounted registration fees for its member 
fraternals to some of the key webinars/meetings. I was part of the 
LIC CEO virtual forum in August.

Conclusion
Our SNPJ management and staff have done a good job keeping the 
business operating without interruption during the pandemic. While 

the fraternal events have been slow to come back, the insurance 
operation continues without a hitch.
Executive Assistant Peggy Cushman continues to do a good job 
supporting the Executive Committee, handling regular projects and 
duties. She has been exceptional in taking on additional duties as 
necessary.
The decades of experience by the COO and CFO are invaluable 
to the Society. National Secretary/COO Karen Pintar and National 
Treasurer/CFO Robert Lawrence continue to do an excellent job for 
the SNPJ. It’s an honor to work with such a great executive team.
The National Board has been very supportive during this time. There 
have been important considerations that the Board has addressed 
in a responsible manner. May our decisions and actions be in the 
best interest and welfare of the SNPJ.
Fraternally,

joSEPh C. EVANISh, FLMI
National President/CEO

National President’s Report
President EVANISH highlights his report, stating that the five-year 
examination by the Pennsylvania Insurance Department has been 
demanding; we are researching Insurance Administration software 
systems; sales are up in premium; doing a lot of social media posts.
He talked about the Fraternal Director duties: Athletics may be 
turned over to the Athletic Board for coordinating and administering 
tournaments; he feels that the Miss SNPJ Pageant Commission 
has a strong group on the committee and will be fine running the 
pageant; the Young Adult Conference can be run with President 
Evanish working with the conference chairperson. There are no 
plans to hire a Fraternal Director. The Recreation Center staff will 
continue to run Family Week.
Discussion by Sis. Tina RIGLER on the Young Adult Conference 
and a possible TEL Workshop; by Bro. SINAN; by Young Adult 
Representative Alyssa URBAN; and by Sis. Tracey ANDERSON 
on the Fraternal Director.
Motion by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro. SINAN, to approve the 
report. Motion approved.

National Secretary’s Report
for the period july 1 through dec. 31, 2021
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters, and welcome to the semi-
annual meeting of the SNPJ National Board.
The following report relates to the activities and business conducted 
through the office of the National Secretary for the period indicated 
above. Additional information is included, where appropriate, for the 
entire year 2021.

SNPj homE offICE
Personnel
At the end of December 2021, we employ:
 12 full-time employees, including the Executive Committee
 1 (one) temporary, part-time employee

Insurance Administration
We currently have one office manager, two full-time employees, and 
one temporary part-time employee in the Insurance Administration 
Department. These individuals handle all of the day-to-day opera-
tions of a life insurance/annuity company. We are in the process 
of attempting to hire another part-time employee for this area, and 
hope to do so in the first quarter of 2022.
During this period, these individuals had to provide a significant 
amount of information to the audit firm that audits the block of annuity 
business reinsured through Heritage Life. In addition, we have also 
been in the midst of a Pennsylvania Insurance Department examina-
tion which required information from IA, as well as information to 
the independent auditor for the annual audit.

Information technology
We continue to work with our IT consultant on a number of projects 
in this area. Bro. Jeff Cadez continues to handle the daily routines 
and reporting requirements, and works closely with the managed 
services provider.
We did have the work performed by the managed services provider, 
along with our IT consultant and SNPJ employee, to upgrade three 
of our servers. We have a list of projects to complete, utilizing our 
managed services provider, to upgrade the Home Office to Office 
365 and to upgrade our e-mail to Outlook Express. This is scheduled 
to be completed in the next year.
During this time I worked closely with our IT consultant to determine 
exactly what we need for an upgraded insurance administration 
system. Our current system initially went live in March 1998 and 
was upgraded once during this period. We are researching the cost 
and feasibility of upgrading the current system, as well as search-
ing for compatible insurance administration software providers in 
the industry.
Our goal is to transition from the AS400 to a Windows server-based 
environment with the capability of running the system on the ICloud.  
This type of scenario is not only efficient, but would provide immediate 
access to all environments in the event of a disaster and/or another 
pandemic that would require closing the Home Office entirely.
There will be much more discussion with the Board on this matter 
as we gather more information on the insurance administration 
systems and costs involved.

Products
I completed the filings for the change in interest rates for the non-
forfeiture factors. Our Society actuary provided the new rates for 
the cash values, and our IT consultant implemented them into our 
system. Our Insurance Administration Department staff tested all 
non-forfeiture scenarios with the new rates, and they were all verified 
by myself, our IT consultant, and our Society actuary.

CoNVENtIoN 2022
Plans are finalized for the upcoming Quadrennial Convention with 
regard to rooms, travel, food and transportation. As you are all aware, 
the Convention will be held at the SNPJ Recreation Center and 
will begin with a Welcome Party on Aug. 14, 2022, at the Heritage 
Pavilion. The Convention itself will begin at 9 a.m. on Aug. 15, 2022, 
in The Alpine Room at the SNPJ Recreation Center.
In the first quarter of 2022, packets will be sent to all Lodge secretaries 
with the information for electing delegates, and they will be provided 
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National treasurer’s Report
march 2022
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters.
The Society experienced a $740,665 profit from operations before 
refunds and capital gains and losses in 2021. Assets increased 4.4 
percent and surplus increased 8.9 percent over year-end 2020. Assets 
totaled $127,585,846 at year-end 2021, an increase of $5,379,205, 
from $122,206,641 at year-end 2020. There were no significant 
changes to the Society’s asset allocations during the year.
Fixed income securities and cash totaling $121,707,915 represent 
97.2 percent of the Society’s total invested assets. Real estate 
holdings of the Home Office and the SNPJ Recreation Center total 
$1,972,172, representing 1.5 percent of invested assets. The remain-
ing 1.3 percent of invested assets is comprised of certificate loans, 
receivables, mortgages, and other invested assets.
Net income for the year after refunds and after realized capital 
gains and losses was a gain of $656,027. Gross income for 2021 
totaled $16,885,673. 
The Society experienced an increase in annuity premium and an 
increase in life premium in 2021 over 2020. Life premium increased 
3.6 percent over the previous year. Annuity considerations increased 
62 percent, or $3,045,019, over 2020. Gross investment income 
decreased 38 percent from the prior year. This is a result of fewer 
assets in the portfolio due to the annuity reinsurance transaction 
which was effective December 2020. Investment expense also de-
creased dramatically, by 28 percent, from 2020 due to the annuity 
reinsurance transaction.
Insurance and annuity benefit claims decreased 44 percent from 
2020 to 2021. This, too, is a result of the annuity reinsurance trans-
action as benefit claims for the annuity 4 percent and 3 percent 
guarantee block of business are no longer reported as part of the 
Society financials.
Death benefit payments on life insurance increased slightly, $83,941, 
or 5.3 percent, from 2020 to total $1,682,238; while cash surrenders 
on life policies decreased 33 percent from 2020. General and fra-
ternal expenses decreased $279,716, or 12.2 percent, from 2020 
to 2021. Insurance taxes, licenses and fees also decreased from 
2020 to 2021, by 13.7 percent.
The Society surplus position increased $1,063,912, or 9.0 percent 
from year-end 2020, totaling $12,998,213 as of Dec. 31, 2021. 
This was driven by the net income of $656,027 and a reduction in 
the pension projected benefit obligation. As of Dec. 31, 2021, the 
Society’s asset-to-liability ratio is 111.34 percent.
Following are financial statements and investment transactions for 
the period.
Respectfully submitted,

ROBERT J. LAwRENCE
National Treasurer/CFO

Summary of Investments Purchased
from july 1 through dec. 31, 2021:
  Par
Name & description Cost Value
Bond Purchases: U.S. Special Revenue $1,820,788 $1,780,000
Bond Purchases: Industrial 4,590,954 4,511,000
Common Stock             231             231
Total Purchases 7-1-21 through 12-31-21 $6,411,973 $6,291,231

Summary of Investments disposed of
from july 1 through dec. 31, 2021:
 Consider- Par Book
Name & description                    ation         Value         Value    
Bonds Disposals: U.S. Government $944,954 $944,954 $944,948 
Bonds Disposals: U.S. Special Revenue 1,308,936 1,308,936 1,308,930
Bonds Disposals: Industrial 655,139 641,251 639,221 
Mortgage Payments        51,452        51,452        51,452 
Total Disposals 7-1-21 through 12-31-21 $2,960,481 $2,946,593 $2,944,551 

with the Delegate/Alternate Election Forms. Delegate elections can 
be held between March 1 and April 30, 2022.
We will once again use the cabins at the SNPJ Recreation or the 
Holiday Inn in Boardman, Ohio, for lodging Convention delegates. 
All meals will be served at the SNPJ Recreation Center.

lodgES & lodgE SECREtARIES
lodges
As of Dec. 31, 2021, we have 75 Lodges. The following mergers 
occurred in 2021: Lodge 53 merged into Lodge 604, Lodge 476 
merged into Lodge 277, Lodge FD4 merged into Lodge A01, and 
Lodge 577 merged into Lodge 218. In all cases, the Lodges that 
requested merger were no longer able to either find Lodge officers 
and/or hold meetings with a quorum. The Lodges requested the 
transfers into the Lodges listed.
We thank all of the officers of the merged Lodges for all of the 
work and effort you put into making your Lodge a success over the 
years. We also thank the officers and Lodges they merged with for 
accepting these members into your Lodge.
In addition, Lodge 459 was dissolved as they were not holding Lodge 
meetings and had no Lodge officers. Efforts to contact the last 
known officers were in vain, so letters were sent to all members of 
Lodge 459 asking them to which Lodge they would like to transfer. 
There were many responses to this request, and those members 
were placed where requested. The remainder were transferred to 
a Lodge as close to their residence as possible. By Dec. 15, 2021, 
all members of Lodge 459 were transferred to Lodges 518, 559, 
564, 603, 677, 723 and 745.

top 5 lodges in membership:
 Lodge No. City/State Members Ins. in Force
 138 Strabane, Pa. 2,199 $20,260,168
 6 Sygan, Pa. 1,826 $20,138,040
 584 Milwaukee 1,403 $19,858,349
 158 Euclid, Ohio 1,321 $11,323,336
 106 Imperial, Pa. 1,191 $14,084,810

top lodges for New members in 2021:
 Lodge No. City/State New Members
 6 Sygan, Pa. 20
 584 Milwaukee 20
 31 Sharon, Pa. 18
 106 Imperial, Pa. 17
 138 Strabane, Pa. 17
 158 Euclid, Ohio 17

MEMBERSHIP
membership Count
On Dec. 31, 2021, the active membership of the Society is:
 Adult ........................ 27,521
 Youth .........................1,858
 Total.........................29,379
There was a loss of 603 members during 2021.

membership Statistics
Members as of Jan. 1, 2021 .......................................... 29,982
 Increase by:
  New Members ....................................226
  Reinstated ..............................................9
  Total Increase ....................................235
 Decrease by:
  Deaths ................................................467
  Cash Surrenders ................................180
  Expired .................................................87
  Canceled ..............................................32
  Lapse ...................................................16
  Matured ................................................20
  Suspended Pending Death ..................16
  Suspended Pending Maturity...............20
  Total Decrease ...................................838
Members as of Dec. 31, 2021 ....................................... 29,379

INSURANCE IN foRCE
life Insurance
As of Dec. 31, 2021, we have 32,266 life policies representing 
$251,195,978 of insurance in force.
Policies on Jan. 1, 2021 ................................................ 32,960
 Increase by:
  Issued and Paid .................................205
  Reinstated ..............................................9
  Total Increase .................................... 214
 Decrease by:
  Deaths ................................................538
  Cash Surrenders ................................185
  Canceled ..............................................21
  Expired .................................................85
  Matured ................................................55
  Lapsed .................................................24
  Total Decrease .................................. 908
Policies as of Dec. 31, 2021 .......................................... 32,266

Annuities
As of Dec. 31, 2021, there are 3,973 annuity contracts with a fund 
balance of $151,434,493.
Annuities on Jan. 1, 2021 ................................................ 4,039
 Increase by:
  Issued and Paid ................................. 152
  Total Increase .................................... 152
 Decrease by:
  Cancel After Issue .................................1
  Matured ..................................................1
  Surrendered .........................................93
  Death ................................................. 123
  Total Decrease ................................... 218
Annuities on Dec. 31, 2021 ............................................. 3,973

Accident & health
As of Dec. 31, 2021, there are 2,629 A&H policies remaining.
A&H policies on Jan. 1, 2021 .......................................... 2,880
 Increase by:
  Reinstatement ........................................1
  Total Increase ........................................1
 Decrease by:
  Canceled ..............................................55
  Expired ............................................... 121
  Death ...................................................76
  Total Decrease ...................................252
A&H Policies on Dec. 31, 2021 ....................................... 2,629

fRAtERNAl ACtIVItIES
Slovene National Benefit Society
I continue to serve as president of SNPJ Lodge 6 and was re-elected 
at the December 2021 meeting for another year. I also continue to 
serve on the board of directors of the Sygan American Slovene Club.
Once again, the summer saw many of the fraternal activities at the 
national level and at the Recreation Center canceled due to the 
pandemic. Fortunately, many Lodges were slowly able to reopen 
and begin hosting events at their Lodge halls or local event facilities.

fraternal Societies of greater Pittsburgh (fSgP)
The FSGP also had a slow start in 2021, but the annual golf outing 
was held, and by the fall the luncheons had resumed. After 15 years 
of service as secretary of the FSGP, I decided to retire from this 
position in December 2021. At the Christmas party I attended, I was 
presented with a lovely plaque for my years of service, as well as 
a gift card and tree ornament. I am helping the new secretary with 
information, etc., that she needs to do the job.

CoNClUSIoN
As always, much thanks to the managers and staff at the SNPJ 
Home Office for the great job they do every day for our members 
and Lodge secretaries.
The Home Office staff will be busy over the next few months since, 
in addition to our normal work and the work for the Pennsylvania 
Department of Insurance examination, we will be preparing for the 
Convention, updating to the Microsoft Office software suite, and 
documenting and researching insurance administration systems.
I look forward to our upcoming National Board meeting.
Fraternally,

kAREN A. PINtAR, FLMI, CCP, AIAA
National Secretary/COO

National Secretary’s Report
Sis. Karen PINTAR reports on the work that is being done to research 
insurance administration systems, as the time has come to move 
to another system or spend the resources to upgrade the current 
system; she has been working closely with the IT consultant to 
review proposals that have been received and to discuss the path 
to implementation.
She reminds the Board that they must submit their name as a 
candidate for the National Board to her office by July 1, 2022; 
and that the four-year Board reports are due to her office by 
June 24, 2022. Sis. PINTAR also reported on some recent and 
upcoming mergers.
Motion to approve the report by Bro. HERVOL, second by Bro. 
CLIFFORD. Motion approved.

National treasurer’s Report
Bro. Robert LAWRENCE commented on his report, stating that 
assets have increased $5.3 million and that surplus has increased 
$1.06 million. He reviewed the Summary of Operations with the 
Board, explaining the increases and decreases from the prior year.
Motion to approve the report by Bro. Ken ANDERSON, second by 
Bro. Ken ZAKRAYSEK. Motion approved.

Portfolio Risk Analysis
 Date Duration Avg. Rating Book Yield Market Yield
Dec. 2016 8.33 A 4.82 3.75
Dec. 2017 8.48 A 4.75 3.51
Dec. 2018 8.11 A 4.64 4.18
Dec. 2019 8.66 A 4.51 3.11
Dec. 2020 9.44 A 4.74 2.19
Dec. 2021 9.37 A 4.52 2.56

finance Committee Report
july 1 through dec. 31, 2021
Fraternal greetings, and welcome to the semiannual National Board 
meeting, Brothers and Sisters of the Slovene National Benefit Society.
The Finance Committee continues to follow the Rules of Procedure 
approved by this Board to promote an efficient investment and 
monitoring of our Society’s funds. Our bond maturity distribution at 
Dec. 31, 2021, compared to Dec. 31, 2020, was as follows, along 
with a listing of the SNPJ portfolio by investment category:

 dec. 31, 2021 dec. 31, 2020
Less than 1 Year $6,202,078 5.2% $5,592,291 4.8%
1 to 10 years 41,571,713 34.9% 42,763,167 36.9%
10 to 20 years 38,471,736 32.3% 36,613,647 31.6%
Over 20 years 32,790,104 27.5% 30,961,888 26.7%
Total Bonds $119,035,631 100.0% $115,930,993 100.0%

   Percent
 market Statement of total Yield 
Corporate Bonds $92,125,301 $79,287,305 63.32% 4.58%
Taxable Municipal 33,507,744 28,906,131 23.08% 4.75%
Commercial MBS 3,296,840 3,160,253 2.52% 4.34%
Agency CMBS 2,376,879 2,298,588 1.84% 4.39%
Asset Backed Securities 2,308,394 2,277,838 1.82% 2.25%
Agency CMOs 2,153,570 2,003,000 1.60% 4.59%
Non-Agency CMOs 690,143 652,145 0.52% 6.24%
Agency Passthroughs 492,360 450,371 0.36% 3.88%
Total Bonds 136,951,231 119,035,631 95.06% 4.52%
Common Stock 18,287 18,287 0.01% 1.50%
Other Assets 736,053 576,220 0.46% 6.06%
Mortgages 231,532 231,532 0.18% 2.75%
Real Estate 1,972,172 1,972,172 1.58% 0.00%
Cash & Certificate Loans 3,383,185 3,383,185 2.70% 1.50%
Total Invested Assets $143,292,460 $125,217,027 100.00% 4.37%

*Any difference in totals is due to rounding.

Wellington Management Company, LLP, continues to monitor the 
portfolio and manage the assets within the guidelines set forth by 
the Finance Committee and approved by the National Board. The 
Finance Committee works with the asset manager to determine 
appropriate risk measures for the portfolio with the goal of optimiz-
ing the portfolio yield while maintaining a high quality portfolio and 
matching the Society’s liability cash flow needs. The ongoing low 
interest rate environment continues to make it very challenging 
when trying to cover current contract guarantees without taking on 
excessive amounts of risk.
While the Covid-19 pandemic continues to affect the U.S. markets, 
U.S. Treasury yields remain in a historically low range. The bench-
mark 10-year Treasury rate, which was at 1.45 percent at the end 
of June, has increased modestly and ended at 1.52 percent on Dec. 
31, 2021. The 30-year Treasury yield decreased from 2.06 percent 
at June 30 to end at 1.90 percent on Dec. 31. This continuing ultra-
low interest rate environment makes it very challenging when trying 
to cover current contract guarantees without taking on excessive 
amounts of risk.
During the six-month period, the book yield on the portfolio decreased 
from 4.58 percent as of June 30 to 4.52 percent as of Dec. 31, 2021, 
while maintaining an S&P weighted average quality rating of A. The 
effective duration of the portfolio as of year-end is 9.4 years.
Investment yields on purchases made in the second half of 2021 
averaged 2.80 percent. The average yield on purchases was limited 
due to the purchase of an allocation of high quality AAA CLOs. 
Investment purchases for the six months had a 20-year average 
life with an average S&P credit quality of A+.
Below is a summary of transactions for the period of July 1 to Dec. 
31, 2021:
 Par Cost Rating
Purchases: 7/1-12/31 $6,291,000 $6,411,749 A+
 Par Consideration Gain/(Loss)
disposals: 7/1-12/31 $1,324,000 $1,339,752 ($4,052)

SNPj fINANCE CommIttEE
RogER C. ClIffoRd, Chairman

joSEPh C. EVANISh, Committee Member
kEN ANdERSoN, Committee Member

RIChARd hERVol, Committee Member
ROBERT J. LAwRENCE, Committee Member

finance Committee Report
Bro. CLIFFORD, chairman of the Finance Committee, presents the 
report. He states that Wellington Asset Management will be doing 
a presentation to the Board a bit later in the meeting.
Question/discussion by Bro. SINAN.
Motion by Bro. Fred MLAKAR, second by Sis. ANDERSON, to 
approve the report. Motion approved.

Audit Committee Report
july-december 2021
date of Report: march 24, 2022
Fraternal greetings, SNPJ Executive Committee, SNPJ National 
Board and SNPJ members. The Audit Committee met by conference 
call March 23-24, 2022, for their semiannual meetings.
The semiannual review consisted of a meeting with Leo Hanna and 
Sara Beauseigneur, interviews with the Executive Committee, and 
annual routine oversight.

Routine oversight Report Reviews
Routine oversight of invoices, checks, receipts, conflict of interest 
and ethics forms, and new agent files were reviewed in the Home 
Office by Brothers Baselj and Zakraysek. All were found in order.
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Name lodge
Caitlyn Conroy 1
John Just 6
Nicholas Just 6
Calvin Norsworth 6
Jenna Palmer 6
Colten Phillips 31
Melanie Pendel 33
Blake Bebar 41
Katie Jo Raspotnik 89
Kaytee Bartley 89
Adam Raggi 89
Abbigayle Day 106
Benjamin Patosky 106
Jessica Cadez 138
Emily Cipriani 138
Robert Lawrence 138
Storie Poness 138
Robert Rockwell 138
Lindsey Thomas 138
Izabella Lidrbauch 158

Name lodge
Troy Heatwole 174
Brendan Schmidt 225
William Deter 254
Katie Pribish 254
William Dodson 274
Phillip Yuhas 274
Jason Rigler 449
Klaudia Kovac 518
Gabriel Bucciarelli 564
Tyler Mouthey 584
Michael Massucci 643
Naomi Fry 665
Derrick Davis 689
Michael Varlotta 715
Graden Snyder 776
Madison Sinan 782
Mary Sinan 782
Morgan Sinan 782
Jacob Fajnor 786

Scholarship fund donation & Award history
Years donations Awards
1960-1979 ........................... $75,448.09......................$146,797.81

SNPj Scholarship Committee Report
march 2022
The following report covers the period of July 1 through Dec. 31, 
2021. Payment for the second installment of the 2020-2021 academic 
year included 39 awards. This group encompassed 35 Academic, 
two Regular, and two Joseph C. Umeck Jr. Activity Scholarships.
Listed below are the names of the students who received awards 
during the last six months of 2021:

A donation in the amount of $1,000 was received from SNPJ Lodge 
53 in memory of Martha Meglich.
We continue to receive donations from our members as honors and 
memorials to their loved ones.
For all contributions and the generous donation mentioned, we 
are most appreciative. We extend our sincere thanks to all who 
contributed to this most worthy cause which benefits so many of 
our young adults.

SNPj SCholARShIP CommIttEE
joSEPh C. EVANISh, Chairman

kAREN A. PINtAR
ROBERT J. LAwRENCE

SNPj heritage Center Committee Report
march 2022
The SNPJ Heritage Center 2021 season started with a teleconfer-
ence meeting on Jan. 16 with planning for the summer season as 
the Covid vaccines were becoming a reality. We had our usual 
activities on the agenda, with our fingers crossed that all would 
take place this year. By our next teleconference meeting on 
March 20, cancellations were received for the EU Open House 
in Washington, D.C., for Brew & Bean at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center, both scheduled in May; and for the Simply Slavic festival 
in Youngstown, Ohio, in June.
By the time of our next teleconference meeting on April 17, I reported 
to the committee that Slovenefest was canceled, along with our 
Heritage Center Weekend in June, and the American Slovene Day 
in August. We were very disappointed that we would possibly have 
another uneventful summer.
But the good news: We did open the Heritage Center museum and 
gift shop on Saturday, June 5, and replenished some supplies in 
the gift shop. We were open every Saturday in the summer, with 
visitors just about every week.
As more people were vaccinated and the Covid restrictions in 
Pennsylvania were lifted, we were able to reschedule our Heritage 
Center Weekend to July 30-Aug. 1, 2021. We had Patty C & The 
Guys performing in the Gostilna on Friday night, a balina tournament 
Saturday morning, polka bingo that evening, and the annual picnic in 
the Heritage Pavilion with the Western Pa. Button Box Club and the 
Frank Stanger Band on Sunday. It was a very successful weekend. 
Family Week was held, during which we hosted our annual wine and 
cheese night, and opened the museum and gift shop.
The highlight of the 2021 Heritage Center season was the celebra-
tion of the 30th anniversary of Slovenia’s independence. We started 
planning after our in-person Heritage Center Committee meeting 
on May 22 with a visit from Consul General Alenka Jerak and SNPJ 
National President Joe Evanish. Alenka explained her plans for 
celebratory activities in different cities the week of Sept. 12-19. We 
decided our event would be held Friday, Sept. 17, since the SNPJ 
National Board would be meeting that day and Board members 
could attend the evening event. 
The dinner and dance was held at the Recreation Center: cash bar 
at 4 p.m., buffet dinner at 5, program at 6, and music for dancing 
by Veseli Godci from 7-9 p.m. Our honored guests were Dr. Helena 
Jaklitsch, Minister for Slovenians Abroad; Alenka Jerak, Slovenian 
Consul General; and Slovenian Ambassador Tone Kajzer. We were 
disappointed more people didn’t attend, but those in attendance 
enjoyed the evening. Thank you to Sue Mals for updating our 30th 
anniversary banner in the museum hallway display.
Heritage Center Committee members Ed Robich and Kathy Pau-
lenich traveled to Johnstown, Pa., the next day to participate in the 
Slavic Festival. We had items for sale from our gift shop and our 
traveling museum was on display. We had many shoppers, and it 
was a profitable day for the Heritage Center gift shop.
The Heritage Center Committee met in person on Saturday, Oct. 
2, to begin our plans for the 2022 season. We continue to generate 
sales via mail order throughout the year and in the gift shop during 
the summer months. We thank Sue Zarella and Sue Krispinsky for 
helping us in the off-season.
Facebook continues to be an important way to communicate to SNPJ 
members and Slovenians. Patty Candela handles this account. Tracey 
Belle keeps an eye on our gmail account and the Heinz History 
Center. Kathy Paulenich continues writing articles for PROSVETA 
to keep members informed about Heritage Center activities.
Heritage Center Committee members should be commended for 
all their hard work and effort in the success of the gift shop and 
museum. The committee also continues to develop ideas and events 
that encourage participation by both youth and adult membership.
In closing, we thank Director Tim Jergel for his years of service to 
the SNPJ Recreation Center and wish him a wonderful retirement. 
We look forward to working with new Recreation Center Director 
David Jones. Here’s to a great 2022 season of activities!
Respectfully submitted,

SNPj hERItAgE CENtER CommIttEE
kAthY PAUlENICh, Director
joAN gASPERSIC, Secretary

ED ROBICH, Treasurer
 TRACEY BELLE PATTY CANDELA
 mARY jo hARtmAN SUE mAlS

Complaints/Grievances
There were no complaints or grievances in this period.

SNPj financials
The Society’s independent auditor-partner, Leo Hannah and Sara 
Beauseigneur of H2R CPA, met with the Audit Committee to review 
the Society’s annual audit report.
According to both Leo and Sarah of H2R, the Society is sound 
financially and trending in the right direction. Expenses are down, 
and there was an increase in revenue.
Although we will continue to monitor closely going forward, the 
Society’s RBC rating has improved significantly due to the reinsur-
ance transaction by the Society.

Executive Committee meeting
On Wednesday, March 23, 2022, the Audit Committee met with 
the Executive Committee. Various issues were discussed and are 
highlighted in the categories below.

Pennsylvania Insurance department Examination
The five-year Pennsylvania Insurance Department Examination is 
currently ongoing. It is extensive, lasting four to six months, involving 
seven phases, and the Executive Committee is providing support as 
needed. The first two phases are complete as of this date.

It
Research is being done to update the insurance administration 
system. The operating system (OS) is at an end-of-life state and 
will no longer be supported at some point, so the upgrade is neces-
sary. Interviews with companies were held to install a new system; 
however, an upgrade to the current system is also a good option. It is 
currently an ongoing process, and we will be updated as necessary. 
The cost of the study for the upgrade will be presented to the Board 
for approval. A new accounting system will be part of the upgrade 
to IT as well due to the same end-of-life issues.

lodges and membership
Membership continues to be a challenge; however, sales are up 
for this period.

SNPj Recreation Center
The Recreation Center continues to improve going forward, with 
bookings increasing for the upcoming and following season. The 
repairs and upgrades have been positive in attracting more business 
and have been well worth the investment. Slovenefest, as well other 
annual activities, are in the planning stages. The Heritage Pavilion 
restroom project is in the works, pending Board approval. Forestry 
management is also an ongoing process, but is looking positive. 

Convention: Bylaws
Various proposed changes to the Society Bylaws that are being 
made to the Board this week were reviewed. These changes concern 
committees and compensation for the Convention, as well as meeting 
requirements, region changes, Convention eligibility qualifications, 
and Board member and agent requirements.

Conclusion
The Audit Committee would like to thank the executives and Home 
Office staff for their assistance during our meetings. All needed 
information and documentation were obtained, and all questions 
answered satisfactorily, as always.
We would like to extend a special thanks to the Executive Committee 
for their hard work, diligence and dedication to the Society. Their 
contributions have been invaluable and are appreciated.
*All items in this report are fully explained in the individual Executive 
Committee reports. Please refer to those for further details.
**All committee members approve this report.
Fraternally,

SNPj AUdIt CommIttEE
JOANNA L. BAkER, Chairwoman

VINCENT R. BASELJ, Member
kEN zAkRAYSEk, Member

Audit Committee Report
Sis. Joanna BAKER, chairwoman of the Audit Committee, presents 
the report. She stated that the committee met with the independent 
auditor and then the Executive Committee on Wednesday.
Bro. ZAKRAYSEK commented on the Pennsylvania Insurance 
Department examination and information that the auditor had to 
provide to them.
Motion by Bro. HERVOL, second by Bro. ANDERSON, to approve 
the report. Motion approved.

Years donations Awards
1980-1999 ..........................$595,765.01...................$1,185,150.00
2000-2019 ....................... $1,283,463.11.....................$937,360.00
2020-Present .........................$14,749.74.................... $65,2000.00
Totals ...............................$1,969,425.95.................. $2,334,507.81

Scholarship fund financial Report
 Beginning Balance (as of July 1, 2021) ........ $581,311,23
 Donations ........................................................ $8,080.43
  Investment & Other Income ........................ $7,651.88
 Total Income .................................................. $15,732.31
 Awards ...........................................................$15,400.00
  Investment & Other Expense ......................$9,752.70
 Total Expenses .............................................. $25,152.70
 Ending Balance (as of Dec. 31, 2021) ..........$571,890.84

Scholarship Committee Report
President EVANISH presents the report from the Scholarship Com-
mittee. Motion by Sis. RIGLER, second by Bro. SINAN, to approve 
the report. Motion approved.

heritage Center Committee Report
President EVANISH presents the report of the Heritage Committee.  
Question by Sis. RIGLER. Motion by Sis. ANDERSON, second by 
Bro. HERVOL, to approve the report. Motion approved.

Region 1 Vice President’s Report: Bro. Maury Sinan
Sis. RIGLER asks a question. Motion by Bro. CLIFFORD, second 
by Bro. ANDERSON, to approve the report. Motion approved.

Region 2 Vice President’s Report
july 1 through dec. 31, 2021
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters of the SNPJ National 
Board.
During this period I was able to attend the September 2021 meeting 
of the SNPJ National Board held at the Lodge 106 Hall in Imperial, 
Pa. I also served as the Lodge secretary/treasurer of SNPJ Lodge 6. 
However, in December of this year I decided to retire from my work 
as a Lodge officer. I served Lodge 6 as treasurer from 1983-1987; 
as president from 1988-1992, and then again from 1994-1995; and 
as secretary from 1996-2021. I continue to serve as an honorary 
member of the SNPJ Recreation Center Committee.
Social events at our Lodge halls and clubs in Region 2 did begin to 
pick up again in the last six months of 2021, with Lodge 6 hosting 
bar bingos, bowling leagues and dart leagues. Lodge 138 also had 
bowling leagues, a balina league, bar bingos, food service from 
their kitchen, and they were able to host their annual Duck Race in 
July 2021. Lodge 106 has reopened their kitchen; they hosted some 
events featuring musical entertainment/performances, and also 
started bar bingo again. Lodges 33 and 721 held their combined 
Christmas party again this past year, and several other Lodges were 
able to host a Christmas event.
The Youth Circles in Region 2, Circle 19 and Circle 36, held Trunk-
or-Treat events for the youth members, using the parking lots at 
the Lodge halls, and both were able to host a Christmas event for 
our youth members.
During the 2021 year, there were 89 new members in Region 2, with 
65 being adult members and 24 youth members. Lodge 6 had 20 
new members for the year, Lodge 31 had 18, Lodges 106 and 138 
had 17 each, and Lodge 771 had five. The other Lodges had less 
than five, and four Lodges did not have any new members. The total 
active membership in Region 2 at year end is 7,874 adult members 
and 598 youth members.
I look forward to a productive Board meeting.
Fraternally,

jAmES l. CURl
Region 2 Vice President

Region 1 Vice President’s Report
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters of the SNPJ National 
Board. This report covers the period of July 1 through Dec. 31, 2021.
I want to thank Bro. Zakraysek for his service as the Vice President of 
Region 1 and wish him well in his new role on the Audit Committee. 
I am honored and privileged to be part of the National Board as the 
Region 1 Vice President, replacing Bro. Zakraysek.
During the above-stated time frame, I participated in the Septem-
ber 2021 National Board meeting and the Heritage Center dinner 
celebrating 30 years of Slovenian independence. The Heritage 
Center and our honored guests put on a great program to celebrate.
My wife and I attended the memorial for Bro. Kevin Richards at the 
Recreation Center. The memorial was thoughtful, and showed just 
how much Kevin loved SNPJ and how he touched so many.
I attended the Western Pa. Federation of Lodges virtual meeting 
in November.
I attended the Glenshaw, Pa., Lodge 782 Christmas party at Jergel’s 
Rhythm Grill in Warrendale, Pa. Our Lodge also had a drive-thru 
Santa Experience at which we raised $325 for Make-A-Wish.
It has been hard for many to have normal activities, but many 
found a way – from St. Marys, the Conemaugh Valley Federation, 
Yukon, Universal and Glenshaw, to name a few, that found ways to 
celebrate their love for SNPJ Brothers and Sisters with meetings 
and gatherings.
Recognition to the Lodges that achieved 2021 Lodge Bonus Gold 
Awards from Region 1: Lodge 581, St. Marys, Pa.; Lodge 729, Yukon, 
Pa.; and Lodge 782, Glenshaw, Pa.
As of Dec. 31, 2021, there are 20 Lodges with 6,975 members, 
comprised of 6,558 adults and 417 youth members, in Region 1. 
There were 31 new members, 24 adult and seven youth, in the last 
six months of 2021. A total of 11 Lodges produced at least one new 
member, with Lodge 715 of Universal, Pa., with five adults and one 
youth member, and Lodge 782 of Glenshaw with five adults and 
one youth member, as the most productive.
At this point in time, the easing of Covid-19 pandemic restrictions 
has permitted Lodges to return to in-person meetings, and hold 
fraternal and fund-raising events, award presentations, picnics, etc. 
I look forward to the coming months’ events, seeing old friends and 
making new ones as we enter a post-Covid-19 era.
Fraternally,

mAURICE SINAN
Region 1 Vice President

Region 2 Vice President’s Report: Bro. James Curl
Motion by Sis. RIGLER, second by Sis. ANDERSON, to approve 
the report. Motion approved.

Region 3 Vice President’s Report
july 1 – dec. 31, 2021
Fraternal greetings, Brothers and Sisters of the SNPJ National 
Board.
Total active members in Region 3 as of Dec. 31, 2021, is 5,890. 
There are 5,495 adults and 395 juvenile members.
I attend all Lodge 158 meetings as president. Our meetings are held 
the second Thursday of the month, every month. I also attend all 
SNPJ Farm Board meetings as vice president. Our meetings are 
held the fourth Tuesday of the month, every month. I try to attend 
all Cleveland Federation meetings as a representative. Federation 
meetings are held the fourth Monday of the month as scheduled.
Val Palowski’s second holiday dance of the season was held July 
4. Thanks go out to Val for keeping polkas alive at the SNPJ Farm. 
Since Slovenefest was canceled this year, the SNPJ Farm decided to 
host a “FarmFest.” We had a very good turnout. Thirteen former Miss 
SNPJ queens were in attendance and were recognized by Cleveland 
Federation President Joe Valencic and SNPJ Farm President Greg 
Volpe. There was a question-and-answer segment, and the former 
queens held their first meeting to discuss trying to save the Miss 
SNPJ Pageant, and that day they formed a committee for further 
discussion. Good luck, ladies. You have my full support.
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    Increase/
description 2021 2020 (decrease)

Slovene National Benefit Society
Balance Sheet as of Dec. 31, 2021
Assets: 12/31/2021 12/31/2020 Change
 Bonds  $119,035,631   $115,930,993   $3,104,638 
 Common Stocks 18,287  18,819  (531)
 Mortgage Loans 231,532  282,984  (51,452)
 Real Estate 1,972,172  2,064,986  (92,814)
 Cash and Short Term Investments 2,672,284  867,187  1,805,097 
 Certificate Loans 710,901  710,976  (74)
 Other Invested Assets 576,220  580,922  (4,701)
 Investment Income Due & Accrued 1,405,724  1,399,680  6,044 
 Premiums Due 23,511  21,612  1,899 
 Amounts Recoverable From Reinsurer 939,583  326,877  612,706 
 EDP Equipment and Software 0  1,606  (1,606)
 Total Admitted Assets  $127,585,846   $122,206,641   $5,379,205 

liabilities:
 Reserve for Life & Annuity  $108,859,422   $102,966,823   $5,892,599 
 Reserve for Sick & Operation 126,903  138,388  (11,485)
 Liability for Deposit-type Contracts 386,320  427,315  (40,996)
 Life Claims 371,232  198,489  172,743 
 Accident & Health Claims 15,914  14,913  1,001 
 Refund Payable 86,373  83,321  3,052 
 Premiums Received in Advance 48,075  48,796  (720)
 Amounts Payable on Reinsurance 15,896  16,021  (125)
 Interest Maintenance Reserve (IMR) 503,879  650,221  (146,342)
 Expenses Due & Accrued 495,603  495,651  (49)
 Unearned Investment Income 14,089  14,337  (248)
 Total Remittances & Items Not Allocated 2,339,172  3,508,127  (1,168,954)
 Asset Valuation Reserve (AVR) 887,603  848,981  38,622 
 Write-In for Liabilities 437,152  860,959  (423,807)
 Total Liabilities 114,587,633  110,272,340  4,315,293 
 Surplus 12,998,213  11,934,301  1,063,912 
 Total Liabilities & Surplus  $127,585,846   $122,206,641   $5,379,205 

Cash flow:
 Cash In Transit and In Banks 12/31/2020 ...................................................................... $867,187 
 Premiums Collected Net of Reinsurance  10,911,435  
 Net Investment Income  5,447,884  
 Proceeds from Investments Sold, Matured or Repaid  7,843,522  
 Miscellaneous Income & Other Cash Provided      621,626  24,824,467 
 Total Receipts and In Banks ........................................................................................ 25,691,654 
 Benefit Payments  8,367,988  
 Commissions & Expenses Paid  2,311,983  
 Cost of Investments Acquired  11,071,347  
 Refunds Paid  81,586  
 Net Other Cash Applied    1,186,466  23,019,370 
 Cash In Transit and In Banks 12/31/2021 ................................................................... $2,672,284 

Slovene National Benefit Society
Summary of Operations for the period ending Dec. 31, 2021
description 2021 2020 Change
 Life Premium  $1,627,608   $1,570,836   $56,772 
 Annuity Considerations 9,296,573  (97,854,147) 107,150,720 
 Accident & Health Premiums 17,524  18,472  (948)
 Total Premium & Annuity Considerations 10,941,705  (96,264,839) 107,206,544 
 Gross Investment Income 5,637,700  9,146,989  (3,509,289)
 Investment Expense (493,591) (682,511) 188,920 
 Net Investment Income 5,144,109  8,464,478  (3,320,370)
 Amortization of Interest Maintenance Reserve 147,008  153,386  (6,378)
 Expense Allowances on Reinsurance Ceded 377,112  32,175  344,937 
 Miscellaneous Income 275,739  15,151  260,588 
Total Income 16,885,673  (87,599,648) 104,485,321 
 Death Benefits 1,682,238  1,598,297  83,941 
 Matured Endowments 90,264  54,750  35,514 
 Annuity Benefits 5,811,684  12,124,516  (6,312,832)
 Operation, Accident & Health Benefits 17,865  15,746  2,119 
 Surrender Benefits 316,216  468,976  (152,760)
 Interest on Certificate Fund 9,685  10,655  (969)
 Increase in Life Reserves  704,145  1,196,980  (492,835)
 Increase in Annuity Reserves  5,188,455  (98,419,237) 103,607,692 
 Increase in Health Reserves  (11,485) (15,089) 3,604 
 Commissions 182,646  198,188  (15,542)
 General & Fraternal Expenses 2,017,095  2,296,811  (279,716)
 Insurance Taxes, Licenses & Fees 136,023  157,654  (21,631)
 Increase in Loading on Uncollected Premium 176  (1,115) 1,291 
 Aggregate Write-ins for Deductions 0  (11,674,988) 11,674,988 
Total Expenses 16,145,008  (91,987,856) 108,132,864 
Net Gain From Operations Before Refunds 740,665  4,388,208  (3,647,543)
Refunds to Members 84,638  81,633  3,006 
Net Gain Before Realized Capital Gain/(Loss) 656,027  4,306,575  (3,650,548)
Net Realized Capital Gain/(Loss) 0  (8,478) 8,478 
Net Income $656,027 $4,298,097 ($3,642,070)

Surplus Account:  12/31/2021 12/31/2020
Surplus, Dec. 31, Previous Year  $11,934,301   $7,540,715
Net Income From Operations  656,027  4,298,097
Change in Net Unrealized Gains/(Loss)  (721) 61,152
Change in Non-Admitted Assets  447,228  (366,959)
Change in Asset Valuation Reserve  (38,622) 401,296
Change in Reserve on Valuation Basis   0  0
Reclass of Prior Years Expense  0  0
Net Change in Surplus for the Year  1,063,912  4,393,586
Surplus as of Statement Date   $12,998,213 $11,934,301

Slovene National Benefit Society
Detailed Financial Report for the year ending Dec. 31, 2021
    Increase/
description 2021 2020 (decrease)
life Premiums
 First Year Premium  $108,044   $66,912   $41,133 
 Renewal Premium 1,638,603  1,607,183  31,420 
 Single Premium 52,745  54,321  (1,576)
 Refunds Applied to Paid-Up Additions 74,352  72,061  2,291 
 Less: Reinsurance Premiums Paid (246,136) (229,640) (16,496)
 Net Life Premiums 1,627,608  1,570,836  56,772 

A&h Premiums
 Sick Benefit Premium 7,429  7,863  (435)
 Operation Premium 10,096  10,609  (513)
 Total A & H Premiums 17,524  18,472  (947)

Annuity Considerations
 Annuity - First Year 7,945,771  4,905,647  3,040,123 
 Annuity - Renewal 1,297,716  1,292,822  4,894 
 Deposit Administration Contract 100,000  100,000  0 
 Less: Reinsurance Premium - Annuity (46,913) (104,152,616) 104,105,703 
 Total Annuity Considerations 9,296,573  (97,854,147) 107,150,720 
Total Premiums & Annuity Considerations 10,941,705  (96,264,839) 107,206,544 

gross Investment Income
 Interest on Bonds 5,504,015  9,006,767  (3,502,752)
 Dividends on Stock 231  316  (85)
 Interest on Mortgage Loans 6,802  7,283  (481)
 Interest on Cash and Short Term Investments 129  4,214  (4,085)
 Income on Real Estate 96,800  97,800  (1,000)
 Interest on Certificate Loans 29,723  30,610  (886)
 Total Gross Investment Income 5,637,700  9,146,989  (3,509,289)

less Investment Expense
 Home Office: Deprec., Insur., Tax, Utility & Other 145,735  139,702  6,033 
 Rec Center Depreciation & Real Estate Expenses 71,246  70,741  505 
 Management, Custodial, Banking & Other Fees 149,658  239,899  (90,241)
 Salaries, Benefits & Board Travel - Investment 126,952  134,584  (7,632)
 Miscellaneous 0  97,586  (97,586)
 Total Investment Expense 493,591  682,511  (188,920)
Net Investment Income 5,144,109  8,464,478  (3,320,370)
Amortization of IMR 147,008  153,386  (6,378)
Expense Allowance for Reinsurance Ceded 377,112  32,175  344,937 
Total Aggregate Write-In for Misc. Income 275,739  15,151  260,588 
Total Income 16,885,673  (87,599,648) 104,485,321 

Death Benefits
 Death Claims 1,793,525  1,598,297  195,228 
 Reinsurance Recovered (111,287) 0  (111,287)
 Total Death Benefits 1,682,238  1,598,297  83,941 
 Total Matured Endowments 90,264  54,750  35,514 

Annuity & Pension Benefits
 Pensions Paid 207,540  663,595  (456,055)
 Annuity Benefits 12,537,131  11,755,623  781,508 
 Reinsurance Recovered on Annuity (6,932,987) (294,702) (6,638,284)
 Total Annuity and Pension Benefits 5,811,684  12,124,516  (6,312,832)

operation, Accident & health
 Sick Benefit Claims 7,589  6,497  1,091 
 Operation Claims 10,220  9,193  1,028 
 Waiver of Assessment  56  56  0 
 Total Operation, Accident & Health 17,865  15,746  2,119 
Total Surrender Benefits 316,216  468,976  (152,760)

Interest on Certificate or Contract Fund $9,685  $10,655 ($969)

Increase in Reserve for life, A&h & Annuities
 Change in Reserves - Life 704,145  1,196,980  (492,835)
 Change in Reserves - Annuities 5,188,455  (98,419,237) 103,607,692 
 Change in Reserves - Accident & Health (11,485) (15,089) 3,604 
 Total Increase/(Decrease) in Reserves 5,881,114  (97,237,346) 103,118,461 

Commissions
 Life Commissions 106,148  91,736  14,412 
 Annuity Commissions 71,118  99,232  (28,114)
 Campaign Awards 5,380  7,220  (1,840)
 Total Commissions 182,646  198,188  (15,542)

general Insurance & fraternal Expenses
 Rent 90,000  90,000  0 
 Salaries & Wages 684,848  672,609  12,238 
 Director/National Board Fees 27,925  29,400  (1,475)
 Employee Benefits 279,587  313,152  (33,565)
 Employee Education Expenses 375  570  (195)
 Legal Fees and Expenses 21,693  21,593  100 
 Medical Examinations/Underwriting 7,350  10,540  (3,190)
 Actuarial and Auditing Fees 150,471  160,407  (9,936)
 Travel Expenses 20,062  15,684  4,378 
 Advertising/Promotional Items 18,840  6,227  12,613 
 Postage and Telephone 66,316  53,268  13,048 
 Office Supplies, Printing & Stationery 29,113  23,435  5,677 
 Computer Supplies, Equipment & Depreciation 171,048  300,285  (129,237)
 Machine Service, Repairs & Rentals 9,418  11,105  (1,688)
 Books and Periodicals 1,836  1,036  800 
 Bureau and Association Dues 11,109  10,106  1,004 
 Insurance and Surety Bonds 34,265  28,037  6,227 
 Sundry General 10,607  9,659  948 
 Donations - Charitable 3,435  2,475  960 
 Sales Department 3,336  679  2,657 
 Publication: PROSVETA 136,003  143,661  (7,659)
 Quadrennial Convention 33,287  41,431  (8,144)
 Athletics 5,928  5,730  198 
 Miss SNPJ Pageant and Travel 663  687  (24)
 Youth/Young Adult Programming 10,315  600  9,715 
 Lodge and Secretary Awards 48,785  46,709  2,076 
 Fraternal Expense - Other 140,481  297,724  (157,243)
 Total General & Fraternal Expenses 2,017,095  2,296,811  (279,716)

Insurance taxes, licenses & fees
 State Insurance Department Licenses and Fees 70,210  88,309  (18,100)
 Employment Taxes 65,813  69,345  (3,531)
 Total Insurance Taxes, Licenses and Fees 136,023  157,654  (21,631)
Aggregate Write-Ins for Deductions 176  (11,676,103) 11,676,279 
Total Expenses 16,145,008  (91,987,856) 108,132,864 
Net Gain From Operations Before Refunds 740,665  4,388,208  (3,647,543)

Refunds to members
 Refunds Paid in Cash 7,839  7,929  (90)
 Refunds Left to Accumulate at Interest 2,346  2,603  (257)
 Refunds Applied to Paid-Up Additions 74,453  71,100  3,353 
 Total Refund to Members 84,638  81,633  3,006 
Net Gain Before Realized Capital Gain/(Loss) 656,027  4,306,575  (3,650,548)

Net Realized Capital Gains/(Losses)
 Gain on Disposal of Investment 5,075  402,679  (397,604)
 Loss on Disposal of Investment (4,408) (411,157) 406,749 
 Amortization of IMR (Transfer to IMR) (667) 0  (667)
 Total Net Realized Capital Gain/(Loss) 0  (8,478) 8,478 

Net Income  $656,027   $4,298,097   ($3,642,070)
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Region 5 Vice President’s Report
Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Executive Committee and National 
Board, fraternal greetings! The following is my report for the period 
of July 1 through Dec. 31, 2021.
I was re-elected secretary/treasurer at the Cicero Neighbors Lodge 
449 annual meeting held in November 2021.
The second half of 2021 once again presented its challenges with 
the ongoing Covid pandemic, which canceled the annual Slovene-
fest held each year in July. Slovenefest always brought together 
people from near and far; younger and older generations gathered 
to share a weekend of fun listening to music and meeting other 
friends and family.
On July 10, 2021, I attended, along with my husband and my brother, 
the FarmFest held at the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, Ohio. It was a 
fun day with great food and music. The FarmFest was sponsored 
by the Cleveland Federation, who invited all Miss SNPJs to attend 
the festival. The Miss SNPJs in attendance reunited and came 
together to form a committee to preserve the pageant, which had 
been discontinued earlier in the year by the National Board. A 
committee was formed to bring about ideas to save the pageant 
and to present at the September National Board meeting to have 
the pageant reinstated.
The SNPJ Young Adult Conference was held July 23-25, 2021, and 
Region 5 had six delegates and five alternates in attendance. The 
delegates were John Potter (1); Justin Rigler (449); Kaitlyn Chiappetta 
(559); and Bailey Phalen, Amber Schweiger and Carley Schweiger 
(584). The alternates were Caitlyn Conroy (1); and Meredith Maresh, 
Elena Maresh, Robert Rigler and Jason Rigler (449). The chairman 
for the conference was Robbie Rockwell (138), who also led the 
service project of staining the balina courts. Alyssa Urban (715) 
was elected as the next Young Adult Representative and will serve 
as chairperson for the next conference.
I attended the National Board meeting held Sept. 17, 2021. Welcomed 
to new positions on the board were Kenneth Zakraysek, who is now 
serving on the Audit Committee, and Maurice Sinan, who is now 
serving as Region 1 Vice President. Young Adult Representative 
Alyssa Urban was also present and gave a recap of the Young Adult 
Conference held in July. The service projects completed by the 
young adults were a roadside cleanup and staining the balina courts.
Also during this meeting, several Miss SNPJs made a presentation 
to the Board about reconsidering having the pageant, and made an 
outstanding presentation that led to a vote to continue the pageant 
in July 2022.
Also on Sept. 17, 2021, I attended the 30th anniversary of Slovenian 
independence celebration held at the SNPJ Recreation Center. 
In attendance were Minister for Slovenians Abroad Dr. Helena 
Jaklitsch, Ambassador Tone Kajzer, Consul General Alenka Jerak, 
and Honorary Consul for Pennsylvania Petra Mitchell. This event 
was sponsored by the SNPJ, the Slovenian Consulate General in 
Cleveland, and the SNPJ Slovenian Heritage Center. During the 
program, SNPJ National President Joseph Evanish received an 
award from Dr. Jaklitsch. Music was provided by Veseli Godci. The 
celebration was nicely done, offering a program, good food, and 
music to celebrate the anniversary.
On Sept. 26, 2021, I attended the 25th anniversary of the Slovenian 
Catholic Center in Lemont, Ill., and the 30th anniversary of Slovenian 
independence. The program featured singing by the students of 
the Slomšek Slovenska Šola, dancing by the dance group Marela, 
and songs by both the men’s chorus and the women’s chorus. The 
honored guests were Minister for Slovenians Abroad Dr. Helena 
Jaklitsch, Director of the Division for Slovenians Abroad Zvone 
Žigon, and General Consul Alenka Jerak.
On Nov. 7, 2021, I attended the 26th anniversary of the Slovenian 
Catholic Center in Lemont, Ill. Many SNPJ members were in at-
tendance; a short program was held and a delicious dinner served.
During the month of December, the Slovenian Catholic Center held a 
Festival of Lights. On Dec. 18, 2021, I attended the beautiful display 
that lit up the grounds, included the area around the grotto and the 
walkway that circles around Lake Bled and the Stations of the Cross.
Although the pandemic was still present, area Lodges were able 
to keep meetings going with in-person, Zoom and teleconferenc-
ing. Lodges found ways to hold activities and make donations to 
worthy charities.
Congratulations to Lodges 1, 2, 8, 225, 449 and 559 who reached 
the Gold Level for Activity in the 2021 SNPJ Lodge Bonus Program. 
Congratulations as well to Lodge 584 for receiving the new member 
bonus for 2021. I enjoy seeing all the many pictures and articles in 
PROSVETA informing us of the many different types of activities 
that are being done by all the Lodges, even during this time of the 
Covid pandemic, and our efforts to be creative.
In Region 5, we had a total of 33 new members for the year 2021, 
which is less than the previous year. Congratulations to Lodges 
1, 107, 225, 559 and 584 for attaining new members. Lodge 584 
attained 20 new members, 16 of them youth members! This is 
outstanding, and I’m glad to see more youth becoming members in 
our Society. I hope that more Lodges will be able to increase their 
membership this year.
This concludes my report for the past six months. I wish that all 
members stay healthy as things are improving with the Covid-19 
pandemic. May the coming year bring us closer together as we are 
able to gather and attend a local or Society fraternal event at some 
point this year.
Fraternally,

jUStINA m. RIglER
Region 5 Vice President

Region 4 Vice President’s Report
Fraternal greetings! This report covers the period from July 1 through 
Dec. 31, 2021.
Region 4 Lodges were able to hold some events and do charitable 
work during this period of the Covid-19 pandemic:
• Indianapolis Lodge 34 members worked at the Slovenski Festival 

and hosted dinners to benefit the Slovene National Home.
• Melvindale, Mich., Lodge 518 showed their appreciation to our 

active and veteran military by sending handwritten cards and a 
cash donation to “A Million Thanks” nonprofit organization. They 
also delivered Christmas gift bags to an assisted living facility.

• Detroit Lodge 564 hosted a successful potluck picnic with over 40 
in attendance and made a donation to the CROP Hunger Walk.

• Samsula, Fla., Lodge 603 reopened their Lodge hall and held din-
ners and a fish fry, as well as Halloween and Christmas parties. 
They also provided food baskets to 21 families.

• Detroit Lodge 677 participated in and donated to a CROP Hunger 
Walk, and purchased waterproof mittens and gloves for 50 children 
at Grace Centers of Hope.

Congratulations to Indianapolis Lodge 34 and Samsula Lodge 603 
for receiving Gold Level activity awards, and to Melvindale Lodge 
518 and Detroit Lodge 677 for receiving Silver Level activity awards 
for 2021.
Our members also participated in the Detroit-area SNPJ golf league; 
the Young Adult Conference; Family Week; and the National Golf, 
Balina and Cornhole tournaments.
The National Board met in person in September for the first time 
since the start of the pandemic. A committee of former Miss SNPJs 
gave an excellent presentation that led to a unanimous vote to rein-
state the Miss SNPJ Pageant. This committee will organize and run 
the pageant to be held at the 2022 Slovenefest. They bring fresh 
ideas, and went to work immediately raising funds and promoting 
the pageant. I wish the committee much success, and I’m hopeful 
that their enthusiasm will continue for many years to come!
Following the National Board meeting, we had a nice discussion 
with a delegation representing Slovenia and then I traveled to the 
Recreation Center, along with them, to attend the banquet held in 
celebration of Slovenia’s 30 years of independence. At the banquet, 
National President Evanish was presented with a Slovenian flag 
as a thank you for the work SNPJ did to help Slovenia gain their 
independence 30 years ago. The Slovenian delegation had also 
traveled to Indianapolis in August, where they were guests of 
honor at the Slovenski Festival and were greeted by SNPJ Lodge 
34 members.
The annual Michigan Fraternal Alliance (MFA) meeting scheduled for 
early October was canceled once again due to a lack of registrations. 
The MFA Board has worked hard over the years to develop interesting 
agendas and was hoping to increase interest, but finally reached 
a decision to disband the organization at their November meeting.
At the end of the year, Flint, Mich., Lodge 459 was dissolved and its 
members were transferred to other Lodges. Each member received 
a letter from Secretary Pintar and was given an opportunity to select 
their new home Lodge. I would like to thank the former Lodge 459 
officers for their years of service to the SNPJ. I have many happy 
memories of the Detroit/Flint bowling matches.
Twenty new members joined Region 4 in 2021:  Samsula Lodge 603 
with 13 new members, Lodge 518 with one new member, and Lodge 
564 with six new members. As of Dec. 31, 2021, Region 4 had 1,918 
members (1,815 adults and 103 juveniles). This is a decrease of 36 
members during the year.
Stay safe and stay well!
Fraternally,

tRACEY l. ANdERSoN
Region 4 Vice President

The Polka Hall of Fame stepped up and held a Sunday polka 
dance on July 18. We were introduced to some new, upcoming 
polka bands and enjoyed many old favorites. Thank you to the 
Polka Hall of Fame for working with SNPJ to keep our Slovenian 
heritage going.
Closing out July at the SNPJ Farm was the Spartans Lodge 576 
picnic, held July 25. They are the second-largest Lodge in Region 
3, and they always do a great job.
In August at the SNPJ Farm, Lodge 142, Lodge 604 and the Ladies 
Auxiliary held their picnics. We like to keep the last Sunday in August 
open to promote One World Day at the Cultural Gardens in Cleveland. 
We encourage all SNPJ members to go view the beautiful Slovenian 
Gardens and to celebrate our great heritage.
In September at the SNPJ Farm, Val Palowski held her last dance 
of the year on Labor Day. Lodge 126 held their summer picnic, and 
the Polka Hall of Fame held their annual Sausage Festival, which 
is always a great success. The SNPJ Farm hosted a fundraiser for 
one of our younger members who is dealing with an illness. Keep 
up the fight, R.J. – we love you. We ended September with our 
annual Grape Festival.
The SNPJ Farm ended the season on Oct. 3 with a polka brunch, 
which I did not attend because I now co-host a bus trip to Niagara 
Falls Casino with my good friend, Don Pecek – two full buses the 
past few years.
I have nothing to report in November since, like many others, I 
came down with Covid and missed all the Thanksgiving festivities 
in Cleveland and with family.
SNPJ Loyalites Lodge 158 held their annual Christmas party in 
December. The crowd was a little low due to Covid, but those who 
were able to attend had a great time. We added a magician this year, 
along with Jungle Terry and, of course, Santa. A special thank you 
to all Lodge 158 members who put this event together and worked 
the event. Once again, all SNPJ Lodge members are welcome to 
attend this Christmas party.
Once again: To all SNPJ Lodges in Region 3, I’d love to attend one 
of your monthly meetings to discuss your Lodge and what we can 
do to keep our Slovenian society going. Please call me at (440) 283-
9373. Thank you, and thanks again to my wife, Sue, for all her help.
Fraternally submitted,

doN (SRNICk) SRNoVRSNIk
Region 3 Vice President

Region 3 Vice President’s Report: Bro. Don Srnick
Bro. SRNICK promotes the May event at the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, 
Ohio, and also states the Slovenian Heritage Night will be started 
again.
Motion by Sis. ANDERSON, second by Sis. RIGLER, to approve 
the report. Motion approved.

Region 4 Vice President’s Report: Sis. tracey Anderson
Motion by Bro. ANDERSON, second by Bro. Vince BASELJ, to 
approve the report. Motion approved.

Region 5 Vice President’s Report: Sis. tina Rigler
Motion by Bro. SRNICK, second by Bro. HERVOL, to approve the 
report. Motion approved.

Region 6 Vice President’s Report 
july through december 2021
Fraternal greetings from Region 6. This report summarizes our 
achievements and activities for the second half of 2021.
First, I would like to congratulate our activity bonus winners, including 
Fontana, Calif., Lodge 723 (Gold); Orange Coast, Calif., Lodge 786 
(Gold); and Helper, Utah, Lodge 689 (Silver).
Price, Utah, Lodges 113 and 757, and Helper 689, celebrated their 
38th Utah Slovenian Day Picnic at the Slovenian Home in Spring 

Glen in August, and in November they again joined forces to prepare 
more than 100 pans of apple strudel.
In October, Cle Elum, Wash., Lodge 371 hosted a presentation by 
Bob Rossi who reported on his 30 years of research on coal miners 
and their relationships with fraternal organizations and labor unions.
Also in October, Golden Valley, Calif., Lodge 745 turned out to see 
Joey Miskulin and Riders In The Sky perform in Auburn, Calif., 
and celebrated Halloween with their annual costume party. Their 
Christmas season was greeted with a joyous ice skating party in 
Old Town Folsom.
Fontana Lodge 723 continued to meet electronically as they searched 
for a new meeting venue. Meanwhile, their generous community 
support included donating backpacks stuffed with school supplies 
to local underprivileged students, and contributions of toys and cash 
to the Toys for Tots charity.
I continue to serve as president of Orange Coast Lodge 786. In July 
we met at my home, where our business meeting was followed by 
food, wine and music to commemorate Slovenia’s 30th anniversary 
of independence. In the fall we met at the German Club in Anaheim, 
Calif., for Oktoberfest, and later in October we joined other local 
Slovenians at the Old-World Restaurant in Huntington Beach, Calif., 
for merriment and music by Slovenian performers.
Lastly, as Pueblo, Colo., Lodge 577 has merged with Denver Lodge 
218, I would like to thank the officers of Lodge 577 for their service.
Fraternally,

fREd mlAkAR
Region 6 Vice President

Region 6 Vice President’s Report: Bro. Fred Mlakar
Motion by Bro. HERVOL, second by Bro. CLIFFORD, to approve 
the report. Motion approved.

Presentations
President EVANISH welcomes the independent auditors from 
H2R, Leo Hannah and Sara Beauseigneur, for their presentation. 
Sara reports that the audit went smoothly; thanks the officers and 
Home Office staff for providing everything that they requested in 
an efficient manner. Sara reviewed the management letter with the 
National Board.
Leo reported that they issued a clean opinion on the financial reports 
and that there were no disagreements with management on the 
reporting. He states that admitted assets increased $5.3 million, 
surplus is up, and the RBC is at 800. He states that the Society 
had a good year.

President EVANISH welcomes Society actuary Joseph Steimla of 
Steimla & Associates for a presentation. Joe Steimla states that 
his job as the actuary is to certify to the adequacy of the reserves, 
and that assets are enough to cover the liabilities. He provides a 
testing of the reserves and a type of stress testing for insurance 
companies. He stated that the Society has cut expenses as much 
as possible and needs to increase revenue by selling more policies.

The Board takes a 15-minute break at 10:45 a.m.

When the meeting reconvenes, President EVANISH introduces 
Courtney Brophy from Wellington, who is in attendance at the 
meeting, and also Joseph Maria and Liz Kleinerman, who are on 
the video presentation.
The Wellington team reported that interest rates are going up; the 
10-year Treasury rate increased 1.8 percent, making it now 2.3 
percent; credit spreads are widening; inflation is drawing interest 
rates up; costs of most products are increasing; supply chain issues 
remain; wages are increasing; lots of movement in the market right 
now. They state our portfolio is in good shape, positioned well, and 
they don’t expect any credit deterioration; there is no direct exposure 
to Russia or Ukraine in the portfolio.

President EVANISH thanks everyone for their presentations.

SNPj Recreation Center Committee Report
march 2022
This report covers the second six months of 2021. Our key full-time 
staff members include Director David Jones, Operations Manager 
Sue Krispinsky, Maintenance Managers Jeff Wisneski and Gary 
Ehasalu, and secretary Susan Zarella. Director Jones, our key staff 
members, and the part-time and seasonal staff do a commendable 
job operating our facility.
Tim Jergel finished his tenure as director during this period. He 
advised for David’s orientation and transition. Tim’s official retirement 
was Oct. 1, 2021. Tim’s tenure was covered in the previous report.
The transition of David Jones into the position of director has been 
smooth. The committee is pleased and happy with his efforts since 
his start at the beginning of August 2021. His business experience 
is evident and helpful.
In anticipation of Maintenance Manager Jeff Wisneski leaving 
his position in 2022, a new person was hired on Aug. 27, 2021, in 
order to gain some experience and training while Jeff is still at the 
Recreation Center. We were happy to welcome Gary Ehasalu to 
this position. He brings a wealth of experience.
Cabin rental revenue improved this season; however, it was still 
well below the pre-pandemic year of 2019. Cabin groups helped the 
revenue, including Family Week and the Young Adult Conference. 
A few new groups were added as well.
Weddings made a bit of a comeback this year, with more being held 
in the Alpine Room and Heritage Pavilion, which helped revenue 
to a degree. Operations Manager Sue Krispinsky has done a great 
job getting this back on track to hopefully where it was. Bookings 
have improved for the future as well.
The Culkar Building (main building) roof project was completed at the 
price of $118,700. All were very satisfied with the project. Additional 
soffit and fascia work was completed on different parts of the roof 
edges as well, at costs of $3,900 and $3,800.
There was roofing material from the main roof project left over for 
the waste treatment building roof. This material lowered the waste 
treatment roof project cost by $3,800 from $7,600. This project and 
the balina roof project were completed in December 2021.
There was a fundraiser for the balina roof project, with donations 
totaling $8,570.20. We thank all of the donors, along with Jamie 
Evanish for leading this effort. The total project cost was $11,700. 
All roof projects were metal roofs.
The SNPJ Young Adult Conference delegates, led by Chairman 
Robbie Rockwell, completed the wood sealant work of the balina 
courts as one of their projects. They also completed the Adopt-a-
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SNPj Recreation Center financial Report 
as of dec. 31, 2021
  Revenue Expense Profit/(Loss)
Cabins $93,795 $41,433 $52,361 
Events $26,889 $10,134 $16,755
Gostilna Dining $17,871 $26,703 ($8,832)
Gostilna $43,280 $38,395 $4,885 
Tiki Bar $30,663 $17,028 $13,635
Pool $16,121 $30,040 ($13,919)
Slovenefest – $275 ($275)
Trailer Court $154,184 $27,714 $126,470
Wedding/Banquet $348,739 $182,149 $166,590
Misc. Revenue $32,097 $1,064 $31,033 
overhead Expenses
 Salary & Wages  $289,461 
 Utilities  $73,855 
 Real Estate Taxes  $99,960 
 Insurance  $98,487 
 Depreciation  $938
 Maintenance  $66,861 
 Office & Administration  $36,943
 Major Maintenance Projects  $1,921
 Total Overhead Expenses   ($668,426)
Totals   $763,639 $1,043,361 ($279,723)

SNPJ Recreation Center 2022 Budget 
  Revenue Expense Profit/(Loss)
Cabins $115,000 $40,000 $75,000 
Events $30,000 $12,000 $18,000 
Gostilna Dining $25,000 $25,000 $0
Gostilna $60,000 $50,000 $10,000 
Tiki Bar $40,000 $20,000 $20,000
Pool $20,000 $30,000 ($10,000)
Slovenefest $90,000 $60,000 $30,000 
Trailer Court $150,000 $10,000 $140,000 
Wedding/Banquet $490,000 $260,000 $230,000 
Misc. Revenue $32,000 $1,000 $31,000 
overhead Expenses
 Salary & Wages  $290,000 
 Utilities  $74,000 
 Real Estate Taxes  $92,000 
 Insurance  $115,000 
 Depreciation  $1,000
 Maintenance  $65,000 
 Office & Administration  $35,000
 Major Maintenance Projects  $20,000
 Total Overhead Expenses   ($692,000)
Totals   $1,052,000 $1,200,000 ($148,000)

Highway cleanup for the area along Route 108. Megan and Brian 
Spieler did additional painting at the Balinarena as well. Thank you 
to these volunteers and others who did work on the courts.
It was good to see the return of National SNPJ Days on Labor Day 
weekend. The SNPJ Slovenian Heritage Center covers the cost of 
entertainment. The Sunday picnic is a free-admission event. This, 
and all of the sporting events, were well attended and successful 
throughout the weekend.
Plans are underway to bring back Slovenefest for 2022. Kathy 
Paulenich completed the entertainment schedule, which has been 
publicized. Planning discussions have been underway with manage-
ment and the committee.
The trailer pad rent for 2022 was changed to $1,300 and the Camp 
Bucks credit of $200 was discontinued. This represents a $100 net 
increase in the rent.
A mid-year re-assessment of the property was done in 2021 which 
resulted in an increase to our property taxes. This will be researched 
for a possible appeal.
The committee conducted a review of the internal control procedures 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center. This continues to be a normal busi-
ness practice by the committee to ensure that proper procedures 
are being followed.
While we experienced an improvement financially over the previous 
year, the effects of the pandemic were still felt. Revenue was still 
down by 25-30 percent from 2019. The following is a summary of 
the year-end financial report for the year 2021:
 Total Revenue .................. $763,639
 Total Expenditures ........ $1,043,361
 Net Loss ........................ ($279,723)
A detailed financial report is attached. The 2022 budget is also 
included as an attachment.
We are very proud of our facility and property. Everyone is encour-
aged to take advantage of our beautiful SNPJ Recreation Center 
as we continue promoting our fraternal activities and programs.
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SNPj Recreation Center Committee Report
Motion by Bro. ANDERSON, second by Bro. HERVOL, to recess 
as the National Board and reconvene as the Recreation Center 
Committee. Motion approved.
President EVANISH presents the report and talks about David Jones 
as the new Recreation Center director; speaks on the updates to 
the Wine Cellar that David has done; provides an update on the 
new maintenance manager who is utilizing Jeff Wisnewski as an 
advisor. The wedding bookings are up; cabin rental improved slightly 
last year. He also reports on the status of the solar project, the well 
lease, and the forestry program.
Questions and discussion on the report by Sis. RIGLER and Bro. 
HERVOL. Motion to approve the report by Bro. HERVOL, second 
by Sis. RIGLER. Motion approved.
Motion by Bro. ANDERSON, second by Bro. HERVOL, to recess 
as the Recreation Center Committee and reconvene as the SNPJ 
National Board. Motion approved.

President EVANISH presents the bid for the restroom project behind 
the Heritage Pavilion that the Recreation Center Committee and 
Executive Committee approved. Discussion by Brothers CLIFFORD, 
SINAN, SRNICK and BASELJ, and Sis. RIGLER.
Motion by Bro. HERVOL, second by Bro. SINAN, to approve a 
cost of $127,750, plus an additional $20,000 contingency in case 
needed. Motion approved.

Young Adult Representative’s Report
Young Adult Representative Sis. URBAN stated that the Young Adults 
ran a successful first virtual meeting that lasted approximately 40 
minutes. Sis. URBAN stated that she has been pushing the confer-
ence for this year and that some former Miss SNPJs are promoting 
the pageant. She talked about Slovenian language classes online; 
the Young Adults will try to hold quarterly virtual meetings; and also 
talked about Discord for social communication.
She reviewed the possible projects for this year’s Young Adult Con-
ference – painting the pool deck, staining the split rail fence, road 
cleanup, and plenty of indoor projects to work on. She is considering 
a book donation as the charitable project this year.

General Business
dividends
A motion is made by Sis. BAKER, second by Sis. ANDERSON, to 
continue to pay the dividends that we are currently paying. Motion 
approved.

Executive Session: Executive Compensation
A motion is made by Sis. ANDERSON, second by Sis. RIGLER, to 
go into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing executive 
compensation. Motion approved, and the Executive Committee 
departs the meeting.
The Board came out of Executive Session on a motion by Bro. 
HERVOL, second by Bro. CLIFFORD, and approved. Sis. AN-
DERSON reported a motion made in Executive Session by Sis. 
ANDERSON, second by Bro. SINAN, to add Bro. ZAKRAYSEK to 
the Executive Compensation Committee for the vacant spot left 
by Bro. Repos. The motion was approved.
A motion was made by Sis. ANDERSON, second by Sis. BAKER, 
to approve a five percent increase in Executive Committee com-
pensation, retroactive to Jan. 1, 2022, and also to approve a $1,500 
bonus for each for all additional work this past 18 months. The 
motion was approved.

Employees 401(k) Plan
A motion is made by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro. HERVOL, to 
approve a three percent discretionary contribution for 2021 for the 
401(k) Plan. Motion approved.

CgAd
A motion is made by Sis. RIGLER, second by Bro. ZAKRAYSEK, 
to approve the CGAD and send to the Pennsylvania Insurance 
Department. Motion approved.

Annual Appointment of Society Actuary/Independent Auditor
A motion is made by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro. ANDERSON, 
to retain our current actuary and independent auditor who is chosen 
by the Audit Committee. Motion approved.

National Athletic Board
President EVANISH appoints Sis. Anderson and Sis. Rigler as the 
Tally Committee for the election. Motion to approve the candidates 
for the uncontested Districts 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6 on a motion by Bro. 
HERVOL, second by Bro. SINAN. Motion approved.
District 4 has two individuals running, and the Board will vote by 
ballot. The results of the election are:
 Rick Gorjup ............................10
 Gary Smrdel .............................4
with one Board member abstaining from voting.  President EVANISH 
states that Rick Gorjup is the District 4 Athletic Director.
A motion is made by Sis. RIGLER, second by Bro. CLIFFORD, to 
destroy the ballots. Motion approved.

Compensation and Bylaws
Discussion on this topic. Bro. HERVOL and Sis. BAKER motion 
to recommend Presentation #1 to the Compensation Committee. 
Motion approved.
President EVANISH introduces attorney Todd Martin to discuss 
the recommended changes he provided to our Bylaws.

Motion by Bro. HERVOL, second by Sis. ANDERSON, to propose 
Presentation #2 to the Bylaws Committee. Motion approved.

Youth Programs
Discussion on the TEL Workshop by Sis. RIGLER, Bro. EVANISH, 
Sis. PINTAR and the Young Adult Representative, with input from 
attorney Todd Martin.

It Administration System
Motion is made by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro. SINAN, to pro-
ceed with the $50,000 study for the implementation and conversion 
to a new system. Motion approved.

Painting and Repair at the home office
President EVANISH presents the bid for the painting and repair of 
the exterior of the Home Office. The bid is approximately $23,000. 
Motion by Bro. HERVOL, second by Bro. CLIFFORD, to approve 
this painting and repair at a cost not to exceed $25,000. Motion 
approved.

Board Education
Attorney Todd Martin presents information on branding, multiple 
distribution channels, technology and software, changes in gov-
ernance to include updated bylaws, the hiring of executives, and 
moving away from Conventions and providing a ballot vote to 
all members of the Society. He states that the consolidation of 
fraternal societies is continuing.

Miscellaneous Business
President EVANISH suggests that the next National Board meeting be 
held Sunday, Aug. 14, 2022, at the SNPJ Recreation Center starting 
at 10 a.m. Motion by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro. ANDERSON, 
to approve. Motion approved.
Motion by Bro. CLIFFORD, second by Bro. ANDERSON, to adjourn 
at 4 p.m. President EVANISH thanks everyone for a productive 
meeting, and the meeting is adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

kAREN A. PINtAR, FLMI, CCP, AIAA
National Secretary/COO

minutes of the Conference Call 
meeting of the Slovene National 
Benefit Society National Board
held April 29, 2022
The meeting was called to order at 1 p.m. by President Joseph 
EVANISH with 13 National Board members present and one Young 
Adult Representative. Absent were Bro. Rick HERVOL and Sis. 
Joanna BAKER. 
President EVANISH states that the call is to discuss the high air-
fare prices we are encountering for the Young Adult Conference. 
He explains that the Executive Committee must make the Board 
aware of these costs prior to approving flights since they are so 
out of the ordinary.
Sis. Karen PINTAR explains the discussion held with our travel agent 
and that airfares are extremely high this year, and added to that are 
the day and time that the Young Adults must arrive and depart from 
the Pittsburgh airport.
There is discussion held with President EVANISH, Sis. PINTAR, 
Sis. Tina RIGLER, Bro. Fred MLAKAR and Sis. Tracey ANDERSON 
regarding possible ways to reduce the costs – perhaps a Thursday 
night flight if the young adult is able. The transportation and hous-
ing of these individuals would then have to be determined. There is 
also the possibility of using frequent flyer miles, asking employers 
if they would consider sponsoring part of the flight, or allowing for 
different arrival/departure times.
A motion is made by Sis. RIGLER, second by Bro. Maury SINAN, 
to hold the Young Adult Conference and to agree to paying the high 
cost of airfares. Motion approved.
Motion to adjourn at 1:20 p.m. by Bro. Vince BASELJ, second by 
Bro. James CURL. Motion approved.
Respectfully submitted,

kAREN A. PINtAR, FLMI, CCP, AIAA
National Secretary/COO
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Jerak will speak, and Kollander 
Travel will be represented by 
Olivera Baumgartner. We’re 
also hoping to have Terry 
Steffl from the Pittsburgh Folk 
Festival present a program with 
his Slovenian puppets. And 
we’re working on Skyping with 
Špela, editor of the “Cook Eat 
Slovenia” cookbook. 

It will be a busy time in the 
SNPJ Heritage Center museum 
and gift shop during Slovene-

fest weekend. Our hours are 
Friday, 4 to 7 p.m.; Saturday, 
noon to 6 p.m.; and Sunday 
noon to 5 p.m. See you there!

SNPJ Heritage Center Com-
mittee members met in May 
to plan all of the summer 
events we would sponsor and/
or attend. After the meeting, 
we organized the gift shop 
and worked on updating two 
museum displays. We had two 
beautiful Slovenian paintings 
donated over the past few years 
that are now displayed in the 

museum. The other display, 
in the hallway leading to the 
museum, is a work in progress 
about bees. We celebrated 
World Bee Day on May 21 with 
a banner, three informational 
posters, and bee panels. Be sure 
to check it out.

Committee members Patty 
Candela and Ed Robich, along 
with volunteers Frank Candela 
and Kathy Hlad, reported on 
their participation at the EU 
Open House held at the Slove-
nian Embassy in Washington, 

D.C., on May 14. Our traveling 
museum was on display, along 
with handouts about SNPJ, 
Slovenefest and the SNPJ 
Recreation Center available 
to the visitors. This is always 
a well-attended event.

Our Heritage Center week-
end was held June 10-12 with 
fun events for guests of all ages. 
Patty Candela & The Guys 
kicked off the weekend in the 
Gostilna on Friday night.

The first-place team in the 
balina tournament held Satur-

day – Kim Skovenski, Terry 
Skovenski, Marlene Skovenski 
and Danny Bozek – received 
T-shirts from the Heritage 
Center gift shop. Thanks to 
Denny Brand for organizing 
the tournament. 

“Paint, Pour and Sip,” a new 
activity this year, welcomed 
18 participants who produced 
beautiful paintings. Thank 
you, Sarah Loudon!

Sunday was a questionable 
day in terms of the weather 
forecast, but it turned out to be 

a perfect June day. Thank you 
to Bryn Snow for arranging the 
children’s games. Button box 
music was king at the picnic, 
with the Ron Likovic Band and 
the Western Pa. Button Box 
Club alternating. 

Thank you to all who 
attended the picnic and sup-
ported the Heritage Center 
with monetary donations at the 
door, the purchase of drawing 
tickets, and/or purchases of gift 
shop items. It was nice seeing 
all of our SNPJ friends again!

SNPJ Heritage Center announces its schedule for the busy Slovenefest weekend
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Looking for information on your 
SNPJ life insurance and annuity 
policies? Pay a visit to snpj.org, click 
the “PolicyView login” link and 
follow the step-by-step instructions.

at your fingertips
information

SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
Your loyalty with SNPJ is now being rewarded! 

Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
and open your new SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

* No fees attached to either Loyalty Annuity
* Rates not guaranteed after the first year

* 2.0% guaranteed minimum
* IRAs/Roth IRA /non-qualified eligible

Loyalty 8 Annuity
8-year surrender period

3.25% first-year guarantee rate
for new money

2.75% in years two through eight
2.50% in year nine and after

3.75% first-year guarantee rate 
for conversions of existing 

SNPJ annuities

Loyalty 5 Annuity
5-year surrender period

2.75% first-year guarantee rate
for new money

2.50% in year two and after
3.25% first-year guarantee rate 

for conversions of existing 
SNPJ annuities

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

The Life Insurance Need-Gap
Courtesy of LL Global, Inc. & Life happens

the Insurance Barometer generates several impor-
tant market metrics for the industry. The life insur-
ance need-gap is an important measure because 

it represents the total level of life insurance need among 
all American adults.

The Gap Between Need and Have 
A simple way to measure the level of unmet need for 

life insurance is to measure the difference between those 
who say they “need” life insurance and those who say they 
“have” it. In 2011, 70 percent of respondents said they 
need life insurance, while 63 percent said they have it; 
this indicated a seven-point gap between need-and-have. 

In 2022, the gap between need-and-have is 18 points, 
indicating the unmet need for life insurance has more than 
doubled over the past 12 years. While this metric doesn’t 
tell us everything about the need for life insurance, the 
historical context shows that the unmet need for coverage 
rose significantly in 2020 and remains elevated in 2022.

december 2020
The recent growth in the gap between need-and-have 

is due to movement in both components. In 2020, there 
was a four-point rise in the need for life insurance (to 70 
percent), combined with a three-point drop among those 
who have it (54 percent). Small changes in each component 
resulted in a seven-point increase in the gap. In 2021, life 
insurance need remained at 70 percent among respon-
dents, but only 52 percent said they had coverage. The 
difference remains at 18 points in 2022 due to declines of 
two points in both components.

The gap between need-and-have illustrates one simple 
measure of unmet consumer demand for life insurance; 
however, it does not draw the complete picture of life in-
surance need among consumers – that requires separate 
views of owners and non-owners.

the life Insurance Need-gap
To identify respondents who need life insurance we 

include the non-owners who need coverage, as well as 
life insurance owners who need more coverage. Some 
41 percent of respondents say they need life insurance or 
need to get more life insurance coverage. This represents 
a one-point rise from 2021, which suggests the overall level 
of unmet need has been stable over the past 12 months.

•	 Life	insurance	owners	who	want	more	coverage	repre-
sents one in 10 respondents, about the same level as in 
2021. This indicates more business value exists within 
the industry’s current policyholder base.

•	 Non-owners	who	need	life	insurance	represent	31	per-
cent of all respondents, a three-point rise from 2021. 
This indicates the industry’s overall market opportunity 
is growing. 

•	 The	need-gap	among	owners	declined	by	three	million,	
which	may	 reflect	 industry	efforts	 to	 increase	protec-
tion levels for policyholders during the 
pandemic. 

•	 The	need-gap	among	non-owners	grew	
by seven million, which may reflect 
higher levels of perceived need, com-
bined with lower levels of ownership.

the Insurance 
Barometer Study

Robert Golob elected 
Slovenia’s prime minister
LJubLJAnA (StA) — The National 
Assembly elected Robert Golob as Slo-
venia’s prime minister on May 25, just 
over a month after his party, Freedom 
Movement, won the general election.

“A month ago, voters made it clear 
that they want to live in a normal coun-
try where they won’t be facing constant 
uncertainty about what the next day will 
bring,” Golob, the 55-year-old former en-
ergy executive, told Parliament members 
prior to the vote.

Prime Minister Golob will lead a 
three-way, center-left coalition which has 
53 Parliament members in the 90-mem-
ber legislature – one of the largest majori-
ties of any Slovenian government – after 
four turbulent years of two consecutive 
minority governments.

The new coalition has mapped out 
a blueprint of broad-based reforms 
separated into immediate measures 
and long- term goals that Golob has said 
will take two terms to complete. He 
identified tackling problems in health 
care, and containing rising energy and 
food prices, as the first priorities of his 
emerging government.

For health care, Golob announced an 
“experiment” in which reforms would 
be conducted not only on paper, but 
would involve a “stress test” of Slovenia’s 
public health care system to determine 
its limits.

Another major issue to be addressed 
is rising energy and food prices. Golob 
pledged that his government would 
identify the reasons for the high prices 
and contain them by September this 
year, if necessary by regulating prices. 
The government will start by seeking 
voluntary agreements with producers 
and large retailers. “We don’t deserve 
war profiteers, and there won’t be any 
in Slovenia; each will have to shoulder 
their part of the burden,” said Golob, 
who served as CEO of the GEN-I energy 
company for 15 years before deciding to 
run in this year’s elections.

Long-term measures aimed at ad-
dressing rising energy prices will include 
working intensively to deploy solar 
panels en masse and emphasizing the 
use of electricity as a source of energy, 
something he said the entire public sector 
would have to adapt to.

As a third priority, Golob identified 
the knowledge-based society – “the only 
way to create new value is to invest in 
knowledge.” He also announced his 
plans for additional digitization; cap-
turing data and connecting all systems 
to make information visible and more 
accessible.

Small businesses
will struggle to digitize
LJubLJAnA (StA) — According to 
the results of a survey that investigated 
the digitalization process at Slovenian 
companies, Slovenia’s small and medi-
um-sized enterprises (SMEs) lack the 
funds and properly skilled staff to adopt 
digital technologies.

“SMEs will not be able to overcome 
such problems on their own,” said Bar-
bara Bradač Hojnik, the lead au thor of 
the Slovenian Entrepreneurship Obser-
vatory survey. “These companies will 
urgently need support from the business 
ecosystem – not only financial, but also 
access to skills for existing employees 
and for young people who are yet to enter 
the labor market,” she added.

“The smaller the company, the less 
likely they are to embrace new digital 
practices and the more likely they are 
to limit use to basic technologies,” said 
Miroslav Rebernik, a researcher at the 
Institute for Entrepreneurship and Small 
Business Management at the University 
of Maribor Faculty of Economics and 
Business.

The survey, conducted among busi-
nesses and the support ecosystem, was 
co-financed by the Ministry of Eco nomic 
Development and Technology, and the 
SPIRIT agency.

Almost 20 percent of all compa-
nies surveyed were in the sector of 
trade, maintenance, and motor vehicle 
repair; followed by those conducting 
professional, scientific and engineering 
activities; and by those in the construc-
tion industry.

New Koper unit 
policing area highways
POStOJnA — The Koper unit of 
the Slovenian Motorway Police was 
officially inaugurated during a brief 

ceremony held in Postojna in mid-May, 
joining the already functioning units in 
Ljubljana, Maribor and Celje. The Koper 
unit will cover the area that is traveled 
by more than 10,000 vehicles on a daily 
basis, including more than 6,500 cargo 
vehicles.

On its website, the Slovenian Mo-
torway Police wrote that the Koper 
unit “would operate in an area that is 
exceptionally congested due to transit 
traffic and the proximity of tourist sites, 
as well as traffic structure due to [the] 
proximity to two international ports. The 
traffic density is increasing and is even 
more pronounced in the summer tour-
ist season, while there are also specific 
weather conditions in winter – such as 
bora, snow and fog – requiring timely 
coordination of several services.”

Based in Postojna, the Koper unit will 
cover the segment of the A1 highway 
from Koper to the Unec junction, and 
the H4 expressway from the Razdrto 
junction to Vrtojba, the former border 
crossing with Italy south of Nova Gorica.

The unit, which currently employs 12 
police officers who operate four vehicles 
and two motorcycles, is expect ed to 
be enlarged and the range of its duties 
expanded.

According to Commander Aleš 
Kordič, the Koper unit “will respond 
to all emergencies, deal with traffic ac-
cidents and provide assistance to people 
stranded in traffic jams, carry out strict 
control, and prevent serious violations.” 
In the event of major congestion, the 
unit will ensure that a lane is cleared for 
emergency vehicles and that assistance 
to rescue teams is provided.

The first highway patrol unit was 
established a year ago in Ljubljana, fol-
lowed by Maribor and Celje in March 
and April this year. The fifth unit will 
be launched this autumn by the Novo 
Mesto Police Department.

Deputy Police Commissioner Stan-
islav Vrečar said that the “results already 
show,” and added that the goal was to 
increase traffic flow, improve safety, 
reduce the number of accidents and 
casualties, and cut crime at rest areas 
and service stations.

Photos	of	Plečnik’s	
golden age on display
LJubLJAnA — A selection of 70 
photographs of the masterpieces archi-
tect Jože Plečnik (1872-1957) designed 
in Slovenia are currently on display at 
the Slovenian Ethnographic Museum 
(SEM). The photos were taken by three 
of Plečnik’s contemporaries and bring 
insight into his golden age – the period 
between both World Wars when Plečnik 
left a strong mark on Ljubljana.

“It was during this period that Ljublja-
na was transformed into a proper capital, 
having been renovated under Plečnik’s 
watchful eye,” an SEM spokesperson 
said while introducing the display, which 
opened May 5.

Peter Naglič, Vekoslav Kramarič and 
Anton Šušteršič took photos of every-
day life, current events and loca tions, 
including Plečnik’s buildings. “Some 
of the photos have been presented to the 
public before, while some will be put on 
show for the first time,” co-curator Blaž 
Verbič explained.

Several of the photos document the 
sites before construction began, fol-
lowing it throughout construction and 
through completion.

Naglič, the only non-professional 
photographer of the three, primarily 
wanted to document Ljubljana’s ef-
forts to renovate the city. Kramarič 
and Šušteršič were meanwhile guided 
more by aesthetics, both of them having 
published postcards prior to the Second 
World War.

While many of the photos focus on 
Ljubljana, including Plečnik’s bridges, 
churches, Žale Cemetery and Bežigrad 
Stadium, there are also photos of build-
ings in others parts of the country: 
the People’s Savings Bank in Celje, a 
church in Bogojina and Yugoslav King 
Alexander’s hunting lodge in Kamniška 
Bistrica, for example.

SEM acquired Kramarič’s collec-
tion of photos in the 1970s, followed by 
Naglič’s and Šušteršič’s over the past 
decade.

The exhibition, titled “The Golden 
Age of Plečnik’s Architecture,” is part 
of the year-long dedication to the 150th 
anniversary of the architect’s birth, and 
will close in mid-September. SEM also 
opened a permanent Plečnik exhibition 
at the end of May.

Roman-era road marker 
discovered in Koroška
SLOVEnJ gRADEC — Archaeologi-
cal probes conducted along the route of 
a new expressway in the Koroška region 
have yielded an exceptional find from 
the Roman period: a 430-kilogram 
(948-pound) roadside milestone with 
carved text. The first discovery of this 
type in Koroška is already on display 
at the Carinthian Regional Museum in 
Slovenj Gradec.

The future expressway section 
between Velenje and Slovenj Gradec 
crosses the route of the Roman-era road 
that connected the towns of Celeia (Celje) 
and Virunum (in Zollfeld, Austrian 
Carinthia) via the Mislinja and Mežiška 
valleys. Thus, an archaeological probe 
was organized and a heavy marble mile-
stone, formerly used to mark the distance 
from a center – in this case, Celeia – was 
discovered in early March at the edge of 
a forest near Slovenj Gradec.

In late May, conservator Mihela 
Kajzer told the press that it appears the 
milestone was found in situ, mean ing 
on its original spot, since it lies next 
to the route of the Roman road. Kajzer 
also pointed out that previous research 
had found two Roman road routes in the 
area, so it is possible that a Roman road 
crossing is located nearby.

Milestones were legal documents, 
bearing, among other things, the name 
of the emperor who had the road built 
or repaired and all its functions, which 
means that experts can date it accurately. 
However, the inscription on the milestone 
found in Koroška has not been preserved 
in its entirety; about a third is missing. 
Experts estimate it dates back to the 
first third of the third century AD. The 
preserved piece suggests it dates from 
the reign of Emperor Severus Alexander, 
who ruled between 222 and 235.

Slovenia to host three 
Alpine World Cup events
MILAn, Italy (StA) — Members of 
the presidency of the International Ski 
Federation (FIS) have confirmed the 
calendar for the Alpine Ski World Cup 
2022-2023 season, with three events to 
be held in Slovenia.

The Kranjska Gora ski resort will host 
both men’s and women’s giant slalom 
races. The Slovenian Ski Associa tion 
managed to secure two giant slalom 
events as part of the women’s Alpine 
Ski World Cup in Kranjska Gora, which 
will also host the men’s giant slalom in 
the new season.

The decision of the FIS presidency to 
add the Slovenian venues to the sched-
ule was made after the Golden Fox, the 
annual women’s Alpine Ski World Cup 
event organized in Maribor, was not 
included in the first draft of the 2022-
2023 calendar at the end of March. The 
event was either canceled or relocated to 
Kranjska Gora eight times in the last 10 
years due to lack of snow.

In addition to the Nordic World Ski 
Championships scheduled in Planica 
Feb. 22-March 5, 2023, Slovenia will 
also host a Ski Jumping World Cup 
event for women in Ljubno ob Savinji, 
the men’s Ski Jumping World Cup finals 
in Planica, and a Snowboard World Cup 
event in Rogla.

Two Ljubljana pizzerias 
crack Europe’s top 50
LJubLJAnA (StA) — Two Ljubljana 
pizzerias, Verace and Pop’s Pizza, are 
ranked among the top 50 pizza places in 
Europe in the latest “50toppizza” guide; 
the former making the list for the second 
year in a row. This year, Verace gained 
four spots to rank 31st, while Pop’s Pizza 
made it to the list for the first time to 
rank 43rd.

50toppizza, which is considered a 
sort-of Michelin guide for pizzerias, 
writes that under the direction of pizza 
chef Fabio Caruso, Verace makes au-
thentic Neapolitan (Naples-style) pizza 
with excellent dough and ingredients. 
Combining tradition and innovation, 
Verace was also voted the best pizzeria 
in Slovenia for 2022.

As for Pop’s Pizza, located on the 
Ljubljanica riverfront, the guide notes 
that it is an excellent pizza restaurant, 
arranged in a comfortable and modern 
style. Pop’s Neapolitan-style pizzas were 
assessed as very tasty with fresh, quality 
ingredients, and the staff was praised as 
hospitable and quick.
The articles comprising this feature have 
been reprinted with permission from the 
Slovenian Press Agency (STA).
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PRoSVEtA Crossword
The 4th of July (#0722) by StatePoint Media

ACRoSS
1. Steps to the river, in India
5. hot springs resort
8. Meal in a shell
12. Driver’s misbehavior?
13. *Grilling technique
14. Medal of honor descriptor
15. Cracked open
16. What Knave of hearts 
 stole from Queen of 
 hearts, sing.
17. Raise one’s rank
18. *July 4th pyrotechnic display
20. hubble Space Telescope
 operator, acr.
21. Chip dip
22. i topper
23. *Main Street tradition 
  on the 4th
26. Superlative of fumy
30. Ribonucleic acid
31. Store as fodder
34. Moonfish
35. Rose oil
37. Number cruncher
38. Fairytale garden dweller
39. Indian Lilac tree
40. Extinct type of zebra
42. Steampunk decoration
43. Did 2 + 2 (2 words)
45. Crocheted blanket
47. Swedish shag rug

48. Ancient port city in Israel
50. Smiley face
52. *First President to hold 
  July 4th celebration at 
  the White house
56. Snoop Dogg’s “Gin and ____”
57. Medicinal succulent
58. hit the bottle
59. Earthenware pots
60. View from a high-speed train?
61. Observer
62. “Glengarry ____ Ross”
63. G, in solfa
64. “The Fountainhead” author

doWN
1. Former tennis pro Steffi
2. One who’s made the 
 pilgrimage to Mecca
3. Petri dish filler
4. Mother of Calcutta
5. Roebuck’s partner
6. a.k.a. anorak
7. A in B.A.
8. *“No ____ without 
  representation”
9. unfortunately, exclamation
10. *Drink to wash down 
  burgers and hot dogs?
11. Table scrap
13. Steal, past participle
14. What haters spew?

19. Crane or heron
22. Expecting woman’s date
23. Life force in Sanskrit
24. Chipped in
25. What Motion Picture 
 Association of America did
26. *Most popular July 4th 
  decoration
27. Notable period
28. Polynesian island country
29. Feudal lord
32. Fish a.k.a. porgy
33. Beer acronym
36. *Lee Greenwood’s 
  “Proud to Be an ____”
38. Blooper
40. Sine ____ non
41. Old-timer
44. Force units
46. Wedding tossable
48. Jiggly dessert
49. Run _____ of the law
50. Type of sea bird
51. Agitate
52. Kickboxing moves
53. Miso bean
54. u.S. ____ in golf or tennis
55. Egghead
56. Leisurely run

the solution to puzzle #0722 will 
run in the Aug. 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media
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teered for the African American Arts 
Institute by sharing social media posts 
and promoting the institute’s upcom-
ing events around campus. During all 
four years of college, Lanie worked at 
the Indiana Daily Student newspaper 
and held various roles, including 
reporter and Design Chief. Based on 
her experience at the newspaper, Lanie 
was selected to travel to London for 
a summer internship.

She also volunteered for the Mus-
cular Dystrophy UK Charity with the 
press team, and helped advocate for 
the charity’s efforts to raise money 
and support research for muscular 
dystrophy, as well as plan and execute 
fundraising events.

Currently, Lanie works in market-
ing at Skills for Chicagoland’s Future, 
a non-profit that assists in job hunting 
for those in underemployed areas of 
the city. She manages the recruitment 
social media channels, e-mail promo-
tions, blog, and overall marketing 
operations of the department. Lanie 
also serves on the Indiana University 
Alumni Association of Chicago Board 
of Directors as the Arts and Culture 
Committee Co-Chair. In her free time, 
Lanie loves to Latin dance in classes 
and at social dances.

A lifelong member of Lodge 449, 
Lanie has been an active member, at-
tending Lodge meetings on a quarterly 
basis and serving as a Lodge officer 
as well as an auditor for many years. 
Lanie enjoys helping her Lodge 
coordinate the collection of food 
donations to local church pantries, 
school supplies to children in need 
at preschools, creating greeting 
cards and delivering holiday gifts to 
nursing homes, and donations to the 
Ronald McDonald House. Lanie also 
participated in the Chicago Federa-
tion Christmas party talent show, and 
now helps with the children’s games 
during this yearly event. Lanie has 
attended several picnics held at the 
Slovenian Catholic/Cultural Center 
in Lemont, Ill., including the annual 
Father’s Day picnic.

On the national level, Lanie has 
participated in the SNPJ Teens Expe-
rience Leadership (TEL) Workshop as 
well as the Young Adult Conference 
(YAC) every year that she has been 
eligible to attend. She attended Slo-

venefest for the first time in 2018, and 
again in 2019, and she loves having 
the opportunity to learn more about 
her heritage and connect with peers 
who she typically sees only once a 
year at the YAC.

Our fourth contestant is Emily 
Patosky from Lodge 106 in Imperial, 
Pa. Emily is the daughter of Dawn and 
Brian Patosky, and granddaughter of 
Judy and Fred Patosky.

Emily attended South Side Beaver 
High School where she was an Honor 
Roll and Distinguished Honor Roll 
student. While in high school, Emily 
participated in soccer for two years. 
She was also involved in the marching 
band, playing the flute for two years 
and the piccolo for three.

While attending the Community 
College of Beaver County, Emily 
maintained a high GPA through her 
freshman year and achieved Dean’s 
List honors. In her spare time, Emily 
enjoys drawing and has participated 
in various SNPJ activities on both 
the local and national levels, includ-
ing Lodge holiday parties, Youth 
Roundup, and the TEL Workshop. 
She plans to continue her education 
in the future by earning a bachelor’s 
degree in elementary education.

Our fifth entrant in the 2022 Miss 
SNPJ Pageant is Madison Sinan, a 
member of Lodge 782 in Glenshaw, 
Pa. She is the daughter of Kathleen 
and Maurice Sinan; the granddaughter 
of Angela and the late Maurice Sinan, 
and Richard and Valerie Kelly; and 
the great-granddaughter of late former 
SNPJ National Board member Frank 
D. Gradisek.

Madison graduated from Seneca 
Valley High School in Harmony, Pa., 
with highest honors and recognitions 
from the National Honor Society and 
Tri-M Music Honor Society. She was 
a member of the Literary Works Club, 
band program, served as the march-
ing band captain her senior year, and 
participated in the Wind Ensemble, 
Jazz Ensemble 1, and the brass quintet. 
A dedicated and talented musician, 
Madison has earned numerous awards 
and memberships, including the 
International Trumpet Guild (ITG), 
the International Women’s Brass 
Conference (IWBC), S.E. Shires 
Rising Artist, Pennsylvania Music 
Educators Association (PMEA) Hon-
ors, District/Region/All-State bands, 

and – most recently – First Prize in 
the Band Mock Audition and Third 
Prize in the Category 1 Trumpet Solo 
Division at the International Women’s 
Brass Conference.

Madison graduated Summa Cum 
Laude from the Messiah University 
Honors Program with a bachelor of 
science degree in music education. 
She also earned Music Departmen-
tal Honors and was named the 2020 
Messiah University Presser Scholar 
for Music and Academics. While 
at Messiah, she served on the Un-
dergraduate Research Committee, 
researched as a Smith Scholar, and 
actively participated in a variety of 
the university’s music ensembles. She 
also served as president of the Messiah 
University Trumpet Association and 
contributed to the Messiah Chapter 
of the National Association for Music 
Educators (NAfME).

Madison currently resides in Boul-
der, Colo., where she is the director 
of Children’s and Youth Ministry at 
Crestview Church and Third Trum-
pet with the Greeley Philharmonic 
Orchestra. She is currently earning a 
Master of Music in Trumpet Perfor-
mance at the University of Colorado 
Boulder, where she performs with the 
Wind Symphony and Large Trumpet 
Ensemble.

A lifelong SNPJ member, Madi-
son has been an active member of 
SNPJ and the overall Slovenian 
community; she attended her first 
Slovenefest in 1999 in a stroller. 
Growing up, she participated in 
Youth Circle 36 and SNPJ Lodge 
events, such as youth bowling, and 
attended SNPJ Youth Roundup, the 
TEL Workshop, and Family Weeks. 
Madison has also regularly attended 
Slovenefest; National SNPJ Days; 
SNPJ Heritage Center events; SNPJ 
Trailer Court picnics; Westmoreland 
Federation picnics in Evanstown, Pa.; 
and Slovenian Days at Kennywood, 
an amusement park near Pittsburgh. 

She has dedicated significant time 
volunteering at many of these events, 
and has even had the joy of sharing 
her trumpet talents with the SNPJ 
community on stage at Slovenefest 
in 2015 with Bob Turcola’s band, 
playing “God Bless America,” and at 
a 9/11 flag-raising ceremony held at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, playing 
the National Anthem.

Growing up in a family of proud 
Slovenians, Madison absorbed years 
of stories and knowledge about 
her family’s Slovenian heritage. In 
2018 she traveled to Slovenia to visit 
Kamnik, the town the Gradiseks are 
from, and trace more of her Slovenian 
heritage with her family.

Our sixth pageant contestant is 
Riva Will, a member of Lodge 274 
in Dunlo, Pa. Riva is the daughter 
of Robert and Susan Will, and the 
granddaughter of Robert J. and 
Helen Hill.

Riva is a 2022 graduate of Northern 
High School in Owings, Md., where 
she participated in Future Doctors of 
America, National Honor Society, Girl 
Scouts, and Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes. While in school, Riva earned 
various honors, including Graduates 
with Distinction, President’s Award 
for Education Excellence, Four 
Years or More Perfect Attendance, 
Biomedical PLTW Completer, and 
letters in tennis and swimming. She 
was awarded the Meritorious Scholar 
for Service Learning, based on being 
in the top five out of 389 students 
in her graduating class having the 
most volunteer hours of community 
service.

While volunteering, Riva devoted 
her time to helping feed and house 
homeless people, participating in End 
Hunger programs, and teaching swim 
lessons to Cub Scouts. She is a mem-
ber of First Lutheran Church, enjoys 
playing the violin, and is currently 
a waitress at a locally-owned and 
operated Chesapeake Bay-themed 
restaurant. Riva looks forward to 
attending West Virginia University 
this fall with an early acceptance into 
their pharmacy program.

Our seventh contestant is Nicole 
Frantz, a member of Lodge 153 in 
Youngstown, Ohio, who resides in 
Tryon, N.C. She is the daughter of 
Duane and Kathy Jo (Pinkerton) 
Frantz, and the granddaughter of 
Richard and Frances Angela (Rogel) 
Endmond. 

Nicole attended Polk County Early 
College High School and Isothermal 
Community College. She graduated 
with honors in May with a high school 
diploma and an associate’s degree. As 
her class salutatorian, Nicole earned 
Junior Marshal, 11th High Academic 
Honor; Isothermal Dean’s List, Spring 

2021; and Isothermal Student of Se-
mester, Fall 2021. 

Nicole played the alto saxophone 
and was a member of her school’s 
marching band. Serving as Color 
Guard captain for two years, Nicole 
earned 1st Place Guard, 1st Overall 
2A, and Grand Champion 1, 2, 3, 4A 
in 2018; as well as 2nd Place Guard, 
1st Overall 2A, Grand Champion 1A 
and 2A in 2019.

Nicole participated in Science 
Club, was the co-creator of the Writ-
ing Club, and was instrumentally 
involved with the development of the 
Polk County Early College Outdoor 
Classroom. Nicole’s volunteer ac-
tivities include assisting a neighbor 
with yard work and heavy household 
chores, participating in Earth Day 
and school beautification projects, 
planning a field day with her Sci-
ence Club, assisting with Walk of 
Remembrance (a free event to raise 
awareness for mental health), and 
raising funds for Friends of the Band 
to update instruments.

At Sunny View Elementary 
School, Nicole has worked on staff 
for the PEAK Afterschool Program, 
and she is also involved at Landrum 
First Baptist Church in Landrum, 
S.C. In the fall, Nicole will be 
attending Appalachian State Uni-
versity, majoring in apparel design 
with a minor in digital marketing 
and theatre.

Nicole has been an SNPJ member 
since birth, and she fondly remembers 
singing “I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa 
Claus” at a Lodge Christmas party 
when she was younger.

Please join us in welcoming these 
young ladies and wishing them all the 
best in the 2022 Miss SNPJ Pageant. 
We are so excited to see their per-
sonalities and talents shine on stage.

The pageant program will begin 
at noon in The Alpine Room on 
Saturday, July 9; everyone is invited 
to attend. The crowning of Miss 
SNPJ 2023 and her court will take 
place at noon on Sunday, July 10, 
in The Alpine Room – you won’t 
want to miss it! We are also looking 
for pageant supporters to volunteer 
during Slovenefest in the children’s 
area and at the Miss SNPJ fundrais-
ing booth. Please contact us at miss
SNPJlegacy@gmail.com if inter-
ested in assisting.

2022 Miss SNPJ Pageant field grows to seven with addition of five new entrants

by JOE VALENCIC
Lodge 5 Vice President

KIRtLAnD, Ohio — Enjoy 
polka music at its finest as the 
Wayne Tomsic Orchestra takes 
the stage at the SNPJ Farm 
in Kirtland for a Polka Mass 
and dance on Sunday, July 24. 
Wayne delights dancers and 
fans with his Cleveland-style 
entertainment.

The members and friends of 
SNPJ Naprej Lodge 5 welcome 
you with the Polka Mass at 1 

p.m. The Polka Mass brings 
a new spirit to worship, with 
hymns set to favorite polka 
and waltz melodies. Fr. Norm 
Gajdzinski, who grew up 
with polka music, is the guest 
celebrant for this unique ex-
pression of faith based upon 
Slovenian-American musical 
traditions. Sing-along sheets 
will be provided.

The Wayne Tomsic Or-
chestra is a longtime favorite, 
with a lively take on polkas 

that makes you want to get up 
and dance. With Wayne on the 
accordion, the band boosts the 
classic Cleveland-style polka 
with rock, pop, country and 
show tunes you know and love; 
they’re just about the most ver-
satile band on the polka scene. 
Wayne and his musicians will 
perform from 3 to 7 p.m.

The special of the day is 
Chef Dean’s mile-high fried 
bologna sandwich, stacked 
with pepper jack cheese, let-

tuce and tomato. Dinner and 
sandwiches are served from 
2 p.m. on, with your choice of 
smoked Slovenian sausage or 
home-style roast beef. Admis-
sion is $8; guests 18 and under 
admitted free of charge. Phone 
(216) 481-1379 for details.

The SNPJ Farm is located at 
10946 Heath Rd. in Kirtland, 
off Chardon Road (Route 6), 
three miles east of Route 306 
and six miles west of State 
Route 44.

Lodge 5 has a Polka Mass and picnic scheduled at the SNPJ Farm in July

Wayne Tomsic 
and his 
orchestra will 
perform at the 
SNPJ Farm for a 
Polka Mass and 
dance hosted 
by SNPJ Naprej 
Lodge 5 on 
Sunday, July 24.
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THE VISOKO CHRONICLE
English translation now availablE

Central European University Press 
announces the release of an English 
translation of The Visoko Chronicle, 
a classic of Slovene literature penned 
by Ivan Tavčar. The novel, originally 
released in 1919, was translated by 
Timothy Pogačar, a member of SNPJ 
Lodge 142 in Cleveland who teaches 
at Bowling Green State University.

Purchase the hard copy or a Kindle download
Visit https://ceupress.com/book/visoko-chronicle

delegates and Alternates to the 
32nd SNPj Quadrennial Convention
August 15, 2022, at the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa.

 1 Michelle Hribar-Hernandez Alisha Potter

 3 Marilyn Alberter Jeanne Susko

 5 Joe Valencic 

 6 John Baselj Deann James
  Ken Pintar Jennifer Neish-McMurdy
  Frank Wright Jr. Dave McMurdy
  Bryn Snow 
  Jojo Braun 
  Beverly Baselj 
  Betty Curl 

 8 Dolores Novotny Edward Kovack
  Carmella Smidl Dominic Eorio Sr.

 31 Edward Robich 
  Barbara Bogolin 

 33 Chris Petukauskas Jerome Petukauskas

 34 Mary Dragan Jennifer Velikan
  Jerry Watson Jozef Watson

 41 JoAnn Raspotnik Angela Murphy
  Mary Ann Bebar Katie Jo Raspotnik

 106 Robert Falconer John Meyers
  Wendy Kinney Raymond Dougherty
  Gary “Butch” Kinney Terry Messner
  Jules Dewey 
  Bob Chauvet 
  Jen Miklos 

 117 Joseph Grkman Jr. Steven Grkman

 120 Lisa Caviggia 
 (A18)

 138 Jason Snider Ryan Brumbaugh
  Jess Nakoneczny Robbie Rockwell
  Margaret Cadez 
  Katie Green 
  Jason Cadez 
  Chris Cadez 
  Ken Vogrig 
 142 Carol Bacnik Greg Tomsich
  Kara Maruszak Chris Bacnik
 153 Diane Chermely-Tanner Mary Lou O’Reilly
  Michelle Phillips Wilma Vukovich
 158 Colleen Kuhn 
  Gregory Volpe 
  Daniella Volpe 
  Liz Smrdel 
  Janet Smrdel 
  Sue Srnovrsnik 

lodge delegate Alternate
 174 Kimberly Zakraysek Jennifer Zakraysik

 216 Jennifer Provenza 

 218 Bonnie Lehnert 
  Gregg Lehnert 

 223 Rose Masarik 
  Bob Davis 

 225 Donald Scales Mary Lou Lipasek
  Linda Scales Aaron Zagonel
  Johnnie Jo Zibert 

 254 Francis Naugle William North
  Christine Naugle Donna Naugle
  Brittni Walters 

 265 Mindie Klinsky 

 274 John Micko Cindy Kranyc
  Marcella Micko 

 277 Susan Krispinsky Susan Zarella

 304 Christopher Shobar Michelle Von Merta-Sustarich

 358 Kathryn Loudon 

 449 Meredith Maresh Vince Rigler

 559 Kaitlyn Chiappetta Michael Vidmar
  Melanie Matiasek 
  Geri Matiasek 

 564 Shelly Volpe Tom Hostnik
  Daniel Volpe Gelsino Volpe

 576 Linda Gorjup Samantha Likovic
  Karen Novak Louis Novak
  Donna Sebusch Patricia Candela

 581 Patricia Moore Fill Grolemund
  John Moore Marcia Klancer Bleggi

 584 Mary Alyce Francis 
  Gerald Francis 

 603 Ruth Benedict Dianna Shedd
  Rhonda Tesauro John Tesauro
  Constance Massey Shane Miller

 604 Gerri Trebets 

 614 Charles Shaver Linda Matas

 629 Dawn Klasnick Ryan Klasnick
   Ted Klasnick

 643 Raymond Kovac Joyce Kovac
  Joseph Godina Jr. Kathleen Nail
  Kathleen Seifert Edward Matasy

lodge delegate Alternate lodge delegate Alternate
 665 Joe Lubich Sharon Ujcich

 677 Dorothy Anderson Karen Schnuell-Ruth
  Stephen Anderson

 689 Sharon Klarich 

 715 Marty Kumer A.J. Fitzroy
  Patti Evanish Karen Urban
  Alyssa Urban 
  Monessa Marano 
  Dave DiPiazza 

 721 Larry Kamicker Nancy Koutoulakis
  Andrea Kamicker Kristine Stedeford

 723 Phyllis Wood 
  J. Eric Wood 
  Julianne Wood 

 729 Joann Krance Rose Marie Govi
  Larry Krance Gerald Govi

 749 Evelyn Dimpfl Beatrice Edwards
  James Vasilko Julie Wagner
  Joanne Vasilko 

 745 Joe Mlakar John Mlakar
 (719)

 770 David Sankovich Gerald Sankovich

 771 Carol Penwell Glenn Penwell

 776 Edward Snyder John Pierog
  Vonnie Dombrosky Mike Nahod
  Henrietta Snyder Mary Nahod

 782 Jill Yingling Kathleen Sinan
  Deborah Budzinski Megan Spieler
  Paul Budzinski 

 786 Mike Bajc Marie Bajc
   Teresa Koci

 A01 Robin Clifford Gary Westfall
  Robert Mustio 
  Betty Orlowski 

 A02 Gail Buchman 
  James Buchman

* Lodge numbers listed in parentheses are those which were 
combined during the delegate election process. Representatives 
of combined Lodges may belong to any of the Lodges contained 
under the combination.

 The addresses of the delegates and alternates to the SNPJ 
Quadrennial Convention are not published in order to protect 
their personally identifiable information.

the SNPj farm
2022 Picnic Schedule

July 4 4th of july holiday dance 1 to 7
  Klancnik & Friends and the Zolka Band
July 17 joey tomsick & the lake County
  Council on Aging fundraiser 3 to 7
  Eddie Rodick Band
July 24 SNPJ Naprej Lodge 5 Picnic 3 to 7
  Wayne Tomsic Orchestra
July 31 wojtila Appreciation Dance 3 to 7
  Don Wojtila Band and Eddie Rodick Band

Aug. 7 SNPj Spartans lodge 576 Picnic 3 to 7
  Likovic & Friends
Aug. 21 SNPj loyalites lodge 158 Picnic 3 to 7
  Bob Kravos Band
Aug. 28 SNPj ladies Auxiliary Picnic 3 to 7
  Joey Tomsick Band

Sept. 5 labor day holiday dance 1 to 7
  Anthony Culkar and Rob DeBlander bands
Sept. 11 SNPJ Mirni Raj Lodge 142 Picnic 3 to 7
  Eddie Rodick Band
Sept. 14 Slovenian Sausage festival noon to 8
  hosted by the Polka hall of Fame

Gates open at 1 p.m. rain or shine. Dinners served every Sunday start-
ing at 2 p.m. Sunday music and dancing from 3 to 7 p.m. Sunday picnic 
admission is $8 per person. No outside food or beverages permitted. 
The SNPJ Farm is a cash-only venue – no ATM on the grounds.

SNPj farm, 10946 heath Road, kirtland, ohio
off	Chardon	Road	(Route	6),	three	miles	east	of	Route	306
Visit www.snpjfarmkirtland.com for schedule changes

lodgE 138 dUCk RACE
FROM PAGE 1 

be back and ready for more fun on July 16 
for the annual Duck Race – it’s our big-
gest event of the year! Last year’s creek 
waters were too high for the duckies to 
swim, but we had a contingency plan in 
place: Youth Circle 19 members picked the 
winning ducks out of the bed of a truck. 
Hopefully, this year the ducks can race in 

Chartiers Creek. 
During the Duck Race, food will be 

available for purchase, including the 
delicious sausage from our very own 
Strabane Sausage Company; side dishes 
are welcome. The picnic begins at 4 p.m., 
The Heritage Band will start playing at 6 
p.m., and the ducks will be racing at 6:30. 
Youth Circle 19 Director Margaret Cadez 
will have fun activities arranged for the 

kids, so bring the whole family!
There still may be some duck race 

tickets available. Stop by the Lodge 138 
Club, or see a Lodge 138 House Com-
mittee member or your favorite seller to 
purchase yours.

As always, guests are welcome to at-
tend Lodge 138 events. So bring a friend 
and show them what membership in SNPJ 
is all about!

Annual Duck Race on the Lodge 138 schedule in July

by DANIELLA VOLPE
Lodge 158 Treasurer

EuCLID, Ohio — Howdy, 
everybody! This article will 
be short and sweet since I only 
have a few things to say.

The first item is a humon-
gous thank you to everyone 
who showed up for the SNPJ 
National Bowling Tournament 
two months ago. Whether you 
bowled all of the events, just a 
few, or came to watch, we re-
ally appreciate the support. We 
hope everyone had a great time 
singing karaoke and dancing 
to the Mike Wojtila Band. 

Be sure to keep an eye out 
for all other events the Loy-
alites have going on this year.

A few quick happy birthday 
wishes go out to Dan Horabik 
on July 4 and Liz Smrdel on 
July 5. Have fun celebrating! 

One of the events I just 
mentioned is the Loyalites 
annual picnic. The picnic this 
year is scheduled Sunday, 
Aug. 21, at the SNPJ Farm in 
Kirtland, Ohio.

Because of how late in the 
season our picnic is, football 
season will be right around the 
corner from our picnic date. 

And that means we’ll have to 
support our orange and brown, 
so our theme this year will be 
“Dawg Pound Polkas” and 
our charity will be the Lake 
County Humane Society. The 
Humane Society staff will be 
bringing by lots of pups to 
play with (and maybe find a 
new home for?), so be sure to 
keep an eye out for how we 
can support them.

Finally, a huge congratula-
tions goes out to my sister, 
Samantha Lorenzato, and 
her husband, Evan, on the 
birth of their baby girl, Gina 

Marie Lorenzato. “Gigi,” as 
they call her, already has 
lots of love coming her way 
from everyone around her. 
Congratulations!

Soon enough, you’ll be see-
ing Gigi in PROSVETA as a 
new Loyalites Lodge member!

Be sure to keep up with 
everything going on with 
Lodge 158 in this column, on 
Facebook, and at our website, 
snpj158.wordpress.com. As 
always, we send our thoughts 
and prayers out to all ailing 
members and their families 
during this difficult time.

Canines will have their day at the Loyalites picnic

SNPj Scholarship fund donations
for the months of April & May 2022
Fontana Slovene Button Box Club ............... $250
Mike & Karen Watt (665), Altoona, Pa. ......... $100
In memory of Anthony and Albina (Erzen) Sadar
Jeffry & Jeanne Terzolino, Jeannette, Pa. ..... $20
In memory of Frank M. Gradisek

The following donations were made
in memory of Sis. Grace A. Doerk (559):

The Avery Coonley School,
Downers Grove, Ill. ....................................... $100
Rosalie Marie Oppenheim, 
Downers Grove, Ill. ....................................... $100

Jason & Roberta Ann Mihalkanin, 
Willowbrook, Ill. ............................................. $100
Joe & Debbie Wysopal (559), 
Westmont, Ill. ................................................ $100
Tim & Diane Sojka, Chicago ........................... $50
Natalie A. Byczynski, Naperville, Ill. ............... $50
SNPJ Delavec Lodge 8, Chicago ................... $50
Jo Ann Simkins (2), Peoria, Ill. ....................... $50
Chicago District Federation ............................ $50
Edward J. Dabrowski (449), Stickney, Ill. ....... $50

Vince & Tina Rigler and sons (449),
Lemont, Ill. ...................................................... $50
Helen Mihalkanin, Burr Ridge, Ill. ................... $30
Theodore J. & Joyce Lenhart, Niles, Ill. .......... $25
Kathleen Paulenich (776), Sharon, Pa. .......... $25
Nancy M. Koutoulakis (721), Aliquippa, Pa. ... $20
Jerry & Marlene Sweeney, Oak Forest, Ill. ..... $20
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Sis. Rose L. wrubleski
• Lodge 138 •

StRAbAnE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the March 5, 2022, 
passing of Sis. Rose L. Pelan 
Wrubleski, 93, of Washing-
ton, Pa.

Sis. Wrubleski was born 
Aug. 30, 1928, a daughter of 
Joseph and Mary Mihelcic 
Pelan.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; three brothers, 
Joe, John and Leonard; and 
two sisters, Mary and Fran. She 
was the last of her immediate 
family.

On April 17, 1949, Rose 
married the love of her life, 
Syl Wrubleski, who passed 
away in 1991. Together they 
raised a daughter, Fran (Gene) 
Iddings; and three sons, Andy, 
Dan (Michele “Mikie”) and Al 
(Michelle). They also had a 
second daughter, Regina, who 
passed in infancy. Rose was 
also blessed with six grand-
children, two stepgrandsons, 
four great-granddaughters, 
and five step-great-grand-
children.

She had much love for all her 
family, especially her remain-
ing nieces, nephews, and their 
children.

Rose was a devout Catholic, 
attending Our Lady of the 
Miraculous Medal Church 
in Meadowlands, Pa., where 
she volunteered at all church 
activities and fundraisers 
through the years. Bingo was 
by far her favorite volunteer 
activity as she enjoyed all her 
co-workers. 

A 76-year SNPJ Lodge 
138 member, Rose was very 

proud of her Slovenian heri-
tage. She was also a member 
of the Christian Mothers and 
volunteered at the Washington 
Hospital.

The family takes comfort 
knowing she is at peace as she 
is finally reunited with the love 
of her life, her husband.

A blessing service was held 
for Sis. Wrubleski on March 10 
at Warco-Falvo Funeral Home, 
Inc., Washington. A private 
burial followed.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Wrubleski’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

Sis. Jacqueline T. Yndestad
• Lodge 8 •

CHICAgO — The members 
of Lodge 8 sadly report the 
April 2, 2022, passing of Sis. 
Jacqueline T. Yndestad, 86, 
of Naperville, Ill. She was a 
68-year SNPJ member.

Sis. Yndestad was born 
Feb. 25, 1936, in Chicago. 
She attended Fenger High 
School and loved spending 
time with her sister, Sharon, 
many friends and extended 
family members.

Jackie attended Northern 
Illinois University where she 
pledged the Delta Sigma Ep-
silon sorority and majored in 
elementary education. It was 
there she met her lifelong love 
and soon-to-be husband, Fred, 
through a close friend. 

Jackie and Fred were mar-
ried June 14, 1958, and started 
their married life in Wheaton, 
Ill. They later moved to Naper-

Bro. KELVIN J. CRAMER (6)

PROSVETA 2022 Publication Dates

Publication dates are highlighted in black boxes; deadline dates are circled. The deadline for submissions is noon 
on the dates circled above. Submissions may be mailed to PROSVETA, 247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 
15126; faxed to (724) 695-1555; e-mailed to prosveta@snpj.com; or submitted via the Publications section of the 
SNPJ website, snpj.org.
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ville where they raised their 
children. 

Jackie was very compas-
sionate and caring throughout 
her life. Her passions were 
teaching, being a mother, and 
helping others. She taught at 
Emerson School in Wheaton, 
and later opened and became 
director of the preschool at 
First Presbyterian Church. 
She ended her teaching ca-
reer at Weisbrook School in 
Wheaton.

Jackie and Fred had two 
properties where they spent 
the winter and summer months. 
Family memories were shared 
at their lake home in Nelligan 
Lake, Wis.; winters were spent 
in Estero, Fla., in the Villages 
of Country Creek where they 
made numerous friends and 
attended every social engage-
ment possible. Jackie enjoyed 
travel, real estate and home 
decorating, as well as garden-
ing and flowers.

Jackie’s family grew with 
the addition of five wonderful 
grandchildren. She loved at-
tending their favorite school 
and sports activities.

She is survived by her 
husband, Frederick Yndestad; 
her children, Kurt (Laurie) 
Yndestad and Kristen (Joe) 
Salerno; and grandchildren 
Justin, Brian and Matt Salerno, 
and Kelly (Austin) Condra.

She was preceded in death 
by her mother, Mildred Lor-
rigan; her father, Ladi Tisol; 
her sister, Sharon Sheridan; and 
her beloved grandson, Kevin 
Yndestad.

A celebration of life for Sis. 
Yndestad was held April 24 
at First Presbyterian Church, 
Wheaton.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 8 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Yndestad’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

Bro. kelvin J. Cramer
• Lodge 6 •

SygAn, Pa. — The members 
of Lodge 6 sadly report the 
April 30, 2022, passing of 
Bro. Kelvin John Cramer, 61, 
of Cuddy, Pa.

Bro. Cramer was the cher-
ished son of Ellen Weir Cramer 
and the late Meryl “Lew” Cra-
mer; loving brother of Kathleen 
“Dinker” Malbrough, Karen 
“Kelly” (Butch) Randall, Ken-
neth (M.J.) Cramer, Kimberly 
(Dennis) Lowder, Kristine 
Cramer, and the late Karol 
Anne Cramer; beloved uncle 
of Christopher (Kelli), Lisa, 
Michelle (Jonathan), Ryan, 
Joshua, Bethany (Alex), Scott, 
Christopher (Nicole) and 
Rachel (Donavan); and great-
uncle of Nolan, Tyson, Mason, 
Kobe, Zeke, Noah, Madalyn, 
Lydia, Cadence, Elizabeth, 
Scarlett and Summer.

Kelvin was proud to serve 
his country with the U.S. Army. 
A 43-year SNPJ Lodge 6 mem-
ber, he was also a member of 
the Cuddy Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. He enjoyed spending 
time at his family’s camp, 
bowling with his family, and 
reading western novels

A blessing service was 
held for Bro. Cramer on May 
9 at Warchol Funeral Home, 
Inc., Bridgeville, Pa. Inter-
ment followed in the National 
Cemetery of the Alleghenies.

kAREN A. PINtAR
National Secretary/COO

dEAthS REPoRtEd
For the month of May 2022
   dAtE of
lodgE NAmE dEAth CItY, StAtE
 A01 Janet A. Stiefvater 02-25-2022 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 A01 Joseph A. Yurkovich Jr. 04-25-2022 Avalon, Pa.
 A01 Jerry L. Hudac 04-21-2022 Sewickley, Pa.
 A02 Paul Francis Haas 03-18-2022 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 5 Mary J. Timko 04-28-2022 Willowick, Ohio
 6 Shirley A. Ramous 02-02-2022 Bridgeville, Pa.
 6 Edward D. Rothrauff 05-02-2022 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 41 William L. Volkar 04-02-2022 Irwin, Pa.
 87 Hildegard Turk 03-02-2022 Lima, N.Y.
 87 Steve Bertovich 01-11-2022 Smock, Pa.
 89 Dolores H. Poznak 04-29-2022 Midway, Pa.
 106 Lorraine Corbett 02-15-2022 Clinton, Pa.
 106 Anthony J. Cherico 02-09-2022 Imperial, Pa.
 106 Eugene G. Masciantonio 02-10-2021 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 106 Jeanne N. Swaoger 01-09-2022 Coraopolis, Pa.
 138 Robert C. Shuster Sr. 03-13-2022 Washington, Pa.
 138 Rose L. Wrubleski 03-05-2022 Washington, Pa.
 138 Emil J. Kumer Jr. 12-19-2021 Melbourne, Fla.
 153 Anna H. Radich 05-02-2022 Brewster, Ohio
 158 Philip K. Berkheimer 10-12-2021 Parma, Ohio
 158 William F. Zabukovec 04-07-2022 Perry, Ohio
 165 John Ziak Jr. 03-11-2022 Greensburg, Pa.
 174 Madeline J. Manarelli 05-07-2022 Black Lick, Pa.
 190 Roger E. Vasas 04-22-2022 Charlton, Mass.
 245 Martin Kenneth Plute 01-23-2022 Lawrence, Pa.
 254 Catherine R. Leech 12-01-2021 Johnstown, Pa.
 254 William G. Kolar 04-16-2022 South Fork, Pa.
 274 Janet E. Fitzgerald 04-30-2022 Dunkirk, Md.
 518 Daniel R. Joslin 04-27-2022 Pinckney, Mich.
 559 Grace Ann Doerk 03-28-2022 Palos Park, Ill.
 562 George A. Pishek 05-03-2022 Wickliffe, Ohio
 564 Clara M. Zabkar 05-11-2022 Macomb, Mich.
 576 Albin Lipold 04-11-2022 The Villages, Fla.
 584 JuLaine A. Glavan 04-01-2022 Milwaukee, Wis.
 584 Anna M. Jarosinski 05-08-2022 Muskego, Wis.
 603 Lucille P. Jergel 04-05-2022 Palm Coast, Fla.
 604 Dorothy A. Liptak 02-13-2022 Broadview Hgts., Ohio
 665 Amelia P. Bunder 12-22-2021 Gibsonia, Pa.
 665 Albert D. Mauser 04-26-2022 McMurray, Pa.
 677 Peggy Benton 12-15-2021 Maquoketa, Iowa
 723 Mark W. Bailey 01-28-2022 Alta Loma, Calif.
 749 John Butchko 05-04-2022 London, Ohio
 786 Mildred Kovac 06-15-2020 San Antonio, Texas

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 6 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Bro. 
Cramer’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Rose Marie Pfeiffer
• Lodge A18 •

bADEn, Pa. — The members 
of Lodge A18 sadly report the 
May 19, 2022, passing of Sis. 
Rose Marie (Bauer) Pfeiffer, 
100, at Good Samaritan Hos-
pice, Beaver, Pa. Sis. Pfei-
ffer was an SNPJ Honorary 
Member, having outlived her 
SNPJ life insurance policy in 
April 2022.

Rose retired from the Bea-
ver County Courthouse, work-
ing many years in the assess-
ment office. She was an Office 
on Aging Peer Representative 
for Franciscan Manor, where 

she had resided for the past 
eight years.

Rose was very active all her 
life, and especially enjoyed the 
card club, bingo, learning her 
iPad, and leading the Rosary 
Club. She often told her family 
that she “worked” on the sec-
ond floor of Franciscan Manor 
by helping residents find their 
rooms after meals. 

In addition to her SNPJ 
membership, she was a de-
vout member of St. John the 
Baptist Church in Baden. She 
also belonged to the Christian 
Mothers, Baden Women’s 
Club, and many other local 
organizations. 

She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Anthony Pfei-
ffer; and two children, Joseph 
Pfeiffer and Susan Ramsey. 
She is survived by a son, Anton 
(Phyllis) Pfeiffer; a daughter, 
Diane (John) Peoples; six 
grandchildren, Bryan Peoples, 
Melissa (Pfeiffer) Everett, 
and Jason, Miranda, Kelley 
and Trish Pfeiffer; and two 
great-grandchildren, Bradly 
and Octavia. 

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Pfeiffer 
on May 23 at St. John the 
Baptist Church. Burial fol-
lowed in Christ Our Redeemer 
Cemetery, Pittsburgh.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge A18 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Pfeiffer’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.
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Build it – 
and they 
will come

by MARTY KuMER
Lodge 715 President

unIVERSAL, Pa. — The headline of this 
article comes from “Field of Dreams,” a 
famous movie about a farmer who builds 
a baseball field surrounded by cornfields 
in middle America; actually, the middle 
of nowhere.

In the movie, legendary baseball 
players emerge from the cornf ield 
and start playing ball. Crowds come 
to watch them, and everyone is happy 
– to the delight of the “builders.” 
Well, our SNPJ forefathers built a camp 
in the middle of “nowhere,” but actually 
strategically located between the Cleve-
land and Pittsburgh metro areas that are 

home to about two-thirds of the ancestors 
of Slovenian immigrants to the USA.

Cabins were built; a nice 9-hole, par-3 
golf course expertly made; a local pond 
was dammed to provide a venue for boating 
and fishing. Add an Olympic-size swim-
ming pool, a multi-purpose building with 
a gymnasium for sports and dancing, a 
picnic pavilion on the hill, and the SNPJ 
Recreation Center was born.

Initially it was a hit. Universal Lodge 
715 adopted a week in the cabins and 
called it “Universal Week.” The cabins 
were filled by Lodge 715 families and 
many members from other SNPJ Lodges. 
There were cabin parties with accordion 
players such as Jack Tady, Bobby Zgonc, 
Sam Pugliano and others playing just for 
fun. The Detroit SNPJ Lodges started their 
own “Detroit Week.”

But as the years passed, the golf course 
closed for lack of care and the boats were 
abandoned. A trailer park emerged and 
many of those who stayed in cabins got a 
trailer for six-month use instead of spend-
ing a week or some weekends in the cabins.

Now I feel SNPJ members will redis-

cover the joy of the cabins. Something that 
is theirs – a benefit of their membership.

As a member for years of the Recreation 
Center Governing Committee, I lobbied 
for more Family Weeks (we got less) 
promotions to attract more participants 
to the Rec Center.

Yes, we started Slovenefest, a great 
three-day weekend of dancing and frolic 
which is also a great revenue producer. I 
look forward to attending again this year 
after a two-year lull. But just as mankind 
“cannot live by bread alone,” our Recre-
ation Center cannot live by Slovenefest 
alone!

It’s not up to our Recreation Center 
Committee or the great staff there for your 
pleasure, nor our Executive Committee or 
National Board. The Recreation Center is 
well maintained; new pavilions have been 
built, the barn renovated, the multi-pur-
pose building and Gostilna expanded. New 
roofs and windows for our cabins as well.

This is all yours! It was built for you! 
Use it or lose it. So, y’all come! Do I have 
to tell you to have a good time? A good 
vacation? I’m tellin’ ya!



2022 SNPJ CAL Don Gorjup Open Golf Results
Tournament played May 28 at Rolling Green Golf Club, huntsburg, Ohio
men’s division
Name lodge Score Prize
*Greg Ostanek 126 77 $100
**Marsh Gorjup 576 62 $100
Steve Collins 576 63 $65
Jim Cadez 138 65 $60
Mark Pust 158 66 $55
Ed Galicic 138 69 $45
Shawn Sutton 138 69 $45
Dave Strnisa 158 69 $45
Jamie Evanish 715 70 $27
J.D. Gorjup 576 70 $27
Louie Novak 576 70 $27
Max Provateare 158 70 $27
John Kopcso 576 71 $15
Ron Tkach 138 71 $15
Dave Belfiore 138 71 $15
Brent Rudd 126 71 $15
Craig Kumer 715 72 $10
Vince Braddock 138 72 $10
Rich Damore 158 72 $10

Women’s division
Name lodge Score Prize
*Philomena Damore 158 99 $40
**Kris Jack 138 66 $40

*Indicates Scratch Champion
**Indicates Net Champion

2022 CAl flight Winners
men’s division

Spartans lodge 576 flight #1
 Name lodge Score Prize
Gross  Dave Belfiore 138 79 $35
Net Brent Rudd 126 71 $35
Long Drive Daren Fetcko 138  $5
Pin Shot Jim Gorjup 576  $5

loyalites lodge 158 flight #2
 Name lodge Score Prize
Gross Steve Collins 158 78 $35
Net Mark Pust 158 66 $35
Long Drive Mark Pust 158  $5
Pin Shot Rich Damore 158  $5 

Mirni Raj Lodge 142 Flight #3
 Name lodge Score Prize
Gross Jim Cadez 138 82 $35
Net Dave Strnisa 158 69 $35
Pin Shot Jim Cadez 138  $5

Strugglers lodge 614 flight #4
 Name lodge Score Prize
Gross Ed Galicic 138 93 $35
Net Shawn Sutton 138 69 $35
Long Drive Nick Thompson 158  $5
Pin Shot Jacob Young 576  $5

SNPJ Farm Board Flight #5
 Name lodge Score Prize
Gross Mark Kocin 158 105 $35
Net J.D. Gorjup 576 70 $35
Long Drive Rich Offak 158  $5

Women’s division
Cleveland federation flight #6

 Name lodge Score Prize
Gross Sara Tkach 138 101 $35 
Net Jeanne Matuch 142 67 $35 
Long Drive Kris Jack 138  $5 
Pin Shot Philomena Damore 158  $5  

guests division
Gorjup Guests Flight #7A

Name  Net Score Prize
Eric Weatherly 55 $40 
Ed  Vanhoy  70 $35 
Dan Trivisono 71 $30 
Craig DiFranco 72 $25 
Jeff Clark  73 $20 

Gorjup Guests Flight #7B
Name  Net Score Prize
Tanya Bodisbaugh 60 $40 
Jim Jackson 60 $40 
Kevin Clemens 67 $30 
Mike Wiles  68 $20 
Duffy Prendergast 71 $10 
Cameron Perdan 71 $10 

by RICK GORJuP (158)
CAL President

CLEVELAnD — Well, some 
say the third time’s the charm. 
We planned, we played – and 
we even partied! Everyone who 
participated in the 56th CAL 
Don Gorjup Golf Open had a 
great time.

Every golfer, all 81 of them, 
was greeted with a smile by 
Jim Gorjup at the registration 
table. By the end of the day, 
Mother Nature had given us 
one beautiful, sunny golf out-
ing. Even Santa and his elves 
showed up to make it feel 
like Christmas in May! Ron 
Tkach, Dave Belfiore, Shawn 
Sutton and Dave Strnisa outdid 
themselves, as they have done 
every year. Even their golf 
carts played Christmas music 
all over the course. It was a 
festive day for all!

The winners of the 2022 
CAL Open are Greg Ostanek 
(low gross, 77) and Marsh 
Gorjup (low net, 62) for the 
men, and Philomena Damore 
(low gross, 99) and Krissy Jack 
(low net, 66)  for the women. 

Following two cancellations, the CAL Don Gorjup 
Open returns to launch the 2022 SNPJ golf season

Even Santa Claus (dAVE StRNISA) and a few of his elves 
(from left, DAVE BELFIORE, ShAWN SUttoN and RoN 
tkACh) were excited to golf again in the CAL Don Gorjup 
Open Tournament, played May 28 in huntsburg, Ohio.

Congratulations!
Our bartenders – Karen 

Novak, Christian Thomey, 
Toni Thomey and Erica Novak 
– served up the beer, pop, water 
and even Apple Pie shots for all 
to enjoy on the course. Donna 
and Lauren Sebusch manned 
the scoreboard and the skins 
game, along with Sue Gorjup. 
A big thanks to our helpers 
who made everything possible 
for our golfers.

Our gourmet chefs (aka the 
kitchen staff) helped grill the 
hot dogs at the turn. The strip 
steaks with all the extras made 
for a tasty meal at the end of 
play. Gerri Trebets, Linda 
Gorjup and yours truly cooked 
and served a super meal; we 
hope it was enjoyed.

Last, but certainly not least, 
a big shout out to Vicki and Joe 
Trgo for the many baskets and 
gifts they provided to cap-off 
a great outing. Thanks as well 
to Joe Evanish who donated 
gifts from the SNPJ Home 
Office. All the golfers got their 
money’s worth, and many had a 
hard time choosing among the 

40-plus prizes available.
Finally, thanks to all the 

golfers who returned to our 
golf outing after three years. 
I didn’t know what to expect 
in terms of numbers, but you 
all came through, making 
it another super outing. My 

mother and father, Dorothy and 
Don, would be proud that we 
are continuing this tournament 
tradition.

Next year’s tournament 
date is May 27, here at Rolling 
Green Golf Club. I hope to see 
you then!

Tee it up with the Polka Hall of Fame in August
by JOE VALENCIC (5)

Cleveland-Style Polka hall of Fame

CLEVELAnD — Get back in the swing 
at the second annual Polka Golf Outing, 
a fundraiser for the National Cleveland-
Style Polka Hall of Fame and Museum, 
on Sunday, Aug. 14.

The Polka Golf Outing is a four-person 
scramble featuring live polka music. Enjoy 
18 holes of golf with a cart, beverage tick-
ets, hot dogs and snacks, plus a barbecued 
rib and pulled pork dinner. And if your 
foursome outscores the rest of the field, 
you’ll earn a prize! Everyone will have a 
chance to go home a winner with drawings 
and goody bags.

Scenic St. Denis Golf Course will test 
your skills with an unparalleled golfing 
experience. The course is a pleasure for 
golfers of all levels. St. Denis offers a 

satisfying challenge in a relaxing, pictur-
esque setting. It’s a great place to improve 
your game; plus, you can reenergize with 
a polka break.

Sponsor a hole and get a sign for name 
recognition, and/or donate a prize basket 
to show your support of the Polka Hall of 
Fame. You can also donate a stand-alone 
drawing item. Make a monetary donation 
and your name can be added to a basket 
or prize. Sponsors and donors receive 
mentions on-site and in the “Polka Focus” 
newsletter.

St. Denis Golf Course is located at 
10660 Chardon Road (Route 6), west of 
Chardon, Ohio, between All Souls and 
Auburn Road. Register to play today. The 
entry fee is $110 per person, $440 per team. 
Players will check-in and enjoy lunch at 
11:30 a.m.; a shotgun start follows at 1 

p.m. Golfers and sponsors can contact Joe 
Wojtila at (440) 487-0118, wojtilasenior@
gmail.com; or Dave Skrajner at (216) 401-
8817, skrajnerd@gmail.com.

The Polka Hall of Fame and Museum 
celebrates the Cleveland style of American 
dance music that emerged from the city’s 
Slovenian neighborhoods a century ago, 
became a national sensation in the 1940s 
and 1950s, and is still popular today. 
The Museum and Polka Archives are 
located in the historic city hall building 
in Euclid, Ohio.

For information on museum hours and 
Polka Hall of Fame events, such as the 
Slovenian Sausage Festival on Sept. 14 and 
the Thanksgiving Polka Weekend sched-
uled Nov. 25-27, call (216) 261-FAME or 
visit PolkaFame.com. Be sure to like the 
Polka Hall of Fame on Facebook.
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SNPJ Recreation Center
2022 fraternal Events
Schedule
July 8-10 SloVENEfESt 2022
July 31-Aug. 6 SNPj family Week
Aug. 15 32nd SNPj Quadrennial Convention
Sept. 2-4 National SNPj days

1.

2.

3.

4.

Lodge No.Name

Individual Event

1.

2.

3.

4.

Lodge No.Name

team Event

78th SnPJ national golf tournament
at Stonecrest Golf Course

2298 Route 18, Wampum, PA 16157
Phone: (724) 535-8971

Saturday, Sept. 3, 2022
8 a.m. Modified Shotgun Start

Tournament Secretary: 
David Sankovich, SnPJ District 3 Athletic Director
Entry fee for team and individual events is $55 per member. 

For individual event only, entry fee is $50 per member.
Entry fee includes greens fees, golf cart, prize fund.

Return this form, along with entry fees, to:
SnPJ Recreation Center

270 Martin Rd., Enon Valley, PA 16120 
Phone: 1-877-767-5732

Make checks payable to SnPJ
ENTRY DEADLINE IS AUG. 22, 2022

The Home Office will verify all memberships. 
Complete tournament rules are available by contacting the 

SNPJ Home Office, 247 W. Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126.

SNPj membership Anniversaries 
July 2022

 lodge member
 5 Phyllis M. Tanski
 5 John M. Dulzer
 8 Gregory Cervi
 34 Clara A. Caito
 41 Natalie I. Gilmore
 106 Susan J. Stayduhar
 106 Margaret A. Good
 138 John P. Caumo 
 138 James A. Yarkosky
 153 Wilma M. Brumbaugh
 174 William J. Callahan
 225 Joe J. Nepote
 225 Alan J. Shular
 225 Kenneth A. Falletti
 257 Louis J. Lipanye

 lodge member
 564 Antoinette M. Sherman
 576 Michael D. Debelak
 576 David R. Krajec
 584 Sandra M. Phillipich
 584 Richard V. Kozlecar
 584 Joseph F. Skofich
 665 Cheryl A. Spagnola
 677 Joseph M. Travnikar
 677 Kathleen M. Eritano
 677 Brian F. Eritano
 723 Barbara R. Shelton
 723 Debra K. Renfro
 723 Krste Pandza      
 749 Joyce A. Patosky

50-Year members

 lodge member
 107 Kenneth E. Burgherr
 113 Mary L. Butler
 126 Dorothy A. Delac
 174 Steve J. Cooney
 207 Catherine Hale
 216 Anita L. Beacon
 254 Janet M. Roman

 lodge member
 559 John Vrchota
 564 Susan K. Pintar
 584 Karen A. Steckhahn
 723 Sheila J. Graham
 745 Eva L. Basich
 A02 Patricia A. Wolf

60-Year members

 lodge member
 2 Patricia M. Augspurger
 138 Herman R. Helay
 158 Laura M. Roskoski
 559 Myra E. Fisher

 lodge member
 564 Rudolph J. Zornik
 584 Louis S. Koschak           
 782 Dorothy M. Libroth
 A02 Frances A. Title

70-Year members

80-Year members
 lodge member
 158 Anna M. Adams

by KAITLYN ChIAPPETTA
Lodge 559 President

CHICAgO — Happy sum-
mer! Lodge 559 members 
were excited to again hold 
an in-person meeting at the 
Bohemian Crystal Restaurant. 
All of our officers were in at-
tendance with the exception of 
Anne Cretnik. Anne is doing 
well recovering from a fall, but 
didn’t attend this meeting – just 
to be safe. We’re hoping to see 
her at our next Lodge event.

The Slovenian Catholic 
Center in Lemont, Ill., will 
again be hosting their sum-

Lodge 559 delegates preparing to attend the 32nd Quadrennial Convention
mer picnics, which we attend 
as a Lodge activity, and the 
Chicago District Federation 
will be hosting its annual din-
ner dance in August, which 
we are all looking forward to 
attending as well.

Our most recent meeting  
included a food drive, items 
from which were donated to 
St. Cletus Church.

The next Lodge 559 meet-
ing will be held Sept. 16 at the 
Bohemian Crystal Restaurant. 
Please reach out to our Lodge 
secretary if you would like 
more information about at-

tending, or donating to our 
food drive and our toy drive 
later this year.

Our Lodge delegates are 
getting ready to attend the 
Quadrennial Convention this 
August. In preparation, our 
Lodge has submitted a pro-
posal to amend the delegate 
elections to the SNPJ Young 
Adult Conference. 

Here in the Chicago area, 
we have a disproportionate 
number of young adults trying 
to attend the conference from 
their Lodges. We often have 
the problem that more young 
adults want to attend than the 
number of delegate positions 
open from one Lodge, but fewer 
young adults want to attend 
than the number of delegate 
openings from a different 
Lodge. Surrogate delegates 

are still permitted to attend 
the Young Adult Conference, 
but their travel costs are not 
reimbursed. 

Many Young Adult Confer-
ence delegates find this to be 
cost prohibitive. While Lodges 
closer to the Recreation Cen-
ter might not be as obviously 
affected, with gas prices still 
rising, this will become a 
problem for all delegates, 
whether or not they are close 
enough to drive, especially 
our youngest delegates who 
are still in college. 

We hope to ensure the 
longevity of the Young Adult 
Conference by allowing young 
adults to represent any Lodge 
as a full delegate in order that 
their travel costs may be reim-
bursed. The Home Office pays 
for the conference anyway, 

so the cost to the Lodges is 
not affected by the number 
of delegates they send to the 
conference.

We hope all Convention 
delegates read our proposal 

and discuss it with the young 
adults in your Lodge to get their 
perspective.

We hope everyone has a 
happy summer, and we’ll see 
you all at upcoming events!

The food bank at St. Cletus Church in La Grange, Ill., was the 
recipient of items collected during the most recent Pioneer 
Lodge 559 food drive.



14 PROSVETA
July 1, 2022 snpj.org • prosveta@snpj.com

by JEANNETTE huMPhREY
Lodge 603

SAMSuLA, fla. — The 
members of SNPJ Lodge 
603 in beautiful downtown 
Samsula met in May for a 
business session following a 
meal. All reports were read 
and approved.

This year, on Dec. 10, our 
Lodge is hosting a Samsula 
Christmas Parade under the 
direction of Nancy Bass, Rhee 
Carter Goiriena and Shane 
Miller.  The parade will start 
at the Lodge hall at 3 p.m., 
travel on Samsula Dr. to the 
parking lot at the Frank Luznar 
property located at SR 44, then 
return to the Lodge hall. The 
theme for this year’s parade is 
“Christmas on the Farm.”

The parade will be open 
to floats driven by a tractor 
or farm truck; four-wheelers, 
tractors, farm trucks and golf 
carts will also be included.  The 
committee has been busy gath-
ering sponsors for the parade. 
After the parade returns to 
the Lodge 603 Hall, a lasagna 
dinner will be available and 
Cindy Griswold will have the 
bar open for business. More 
details at a later date.

Make plans to visit the 
Lodge 603 Hall on Saturday, 
Aug. 6, at 11 a.m. for the Frank 
and Mary, and John and Jennie 
Luznar families reunion. Bill 
Tomazin will be hosting this 
affair. The main dish will be 
prepared at the Lodge hall; all 
family members attending are 
asked to bring a covered dish 
or two to share. Luznar family 
members are asked to notify 

their families of the reunion.
The Luznar family arrived 

in Samsula in 1914-1915 to 
farm in Florida, just as they 
farmed in our homeland of 
Slovenia. Samsula officially 
received its name in 1921. 
We are now a community of 
special interests, but remain 
an incorporated area.  

New fans have been in-
stalled in the main dining 
room at the Lodge hall. We 
thank Brandon Schmidt, as 
well as his lovely wife, Kim, 
for volunteering the electrical 
services. Thanks also go out to 
Chuck Carter for installing new 
solar lights outside our Lodge 
hall, and to Chuck’s brother, 
Glenn Carter, for supplying the 
necessary equipment required 
for the tall poles.

Our Lodge also thanks 
Lodge Manager Cindy Gris-
wold for purchasing the fans 
and arranging all necessary 
repairs. Thanks are also 
extended to the Samsula 
Woman’s Club for donating 
$700 toward a new road sign. 
Diana Shedd is working on 
purchasing the outdoor sign 
and designing an ad for the 
upcoming SNPJ Quadrennial 
Convention program booklet.  
We thank her as well.

The Mother’s Day activity 
to benefit the Lodge 603 schol-
arship program went well this 
year. John Tesauro volunteered 
as chairman for the event and 
was assisted by Vice President 
Jerry Hafner. Several men 
showed up for duty to help with 
the meal and cleanup. 

The Father’s Day dinner 

was held at our Lodge hall 
on June 19. Youth Circle 57 
members prepared and served 
the meal, under the direction 
Circle Directors Cindy Gris-
wold and Holli Fisher Pell.  

Cindy is proud to report that 
the May 13 banquet to benefit 
the Youth Circle 57 treasury 
went well. The banquet was 
open to Samsula School stu-
dents who had gone through all 
five grades at our elementary 
school and graduated from 
high school this year. Special 
thanks to chairwomen Am-
ber Wood, Sandy Wines and 
Nadine Slucher, along with 
the Youth Circle members, 
for making this yet another 
successful event for SNPJ 
Lodge 603.

Youth Circle 57 will be 
hosting the annual Christmas 
program and party on Dec. 18. 
Don’t forget to mark the date 
on your calendar!

Get well wishes were ex-
tended to Kathy Weaver Ledger 
and Pauline Lockwood. A 
moment of silence was held in 
memory of Raymond “Junior” 
Allman Jr. who passed away 
March 15, 2022.

Easter greetings were re-
ceived from the SNPJ Home 
Office via e-mail from Na-
tional Secretary Karen Pintar. 
Karen thanked our Lodge for 
the fraternal hospitality shown 
to her and her husband Kenny 
when they attended Florida 
SNPJ Days in February.

Congratulations to Brooke 
Benedict and Chase Wrenn 
who received Lodge 603 
scholarship awards. Brooke 

is the daughter of David and 
Lisa Benedict of Jacksonville, 
Fla.; Chase is the son of Anne 
Marie Benedict Wrenn of New 
Smyrna Beach, Fla. They are 
the grandchildren of Frank 
and Cheryl Benedict who 
reside in Samsula.

Thanks were extended to 
Ella Adle, Connie Massey, 
Barbara Benedict, Elaine 
Figueroa, Cindy Griswold 
and Nadine Slucher for work-
ing the Easter dinner held 
at our Lodge hall; and to 
Wayne Smith, Shane Miller 
and Wayne Malcolm who 
helped with cleanup. More 
than 100 members and guests 
supported this year’s Easter 
dinner. Youth Circle 57 was in 
charge of decorations and did 
an outstanding job preparing 
all the baskets of eggs for the 
annual egg hunt. Prizes were 
donated by the Lodge and the 
Samsula Woman’s Club.

A New Smyrna Beach High 
School reunion was held at our 
Lodge hall in May, for which 
the dinner was prepared and 
served by Lodge 603 Presi-
dent Connie Massey, Barbara 
Benedict, Elaine Figueroa and 
Clay Benedict. All profits were 
donated to the Lodge treasury.

Lodge dues for 2022 remain 
$10 per member. You may 
send checks or money orders 
to Treasurer Ruth Benedict, 
3605 Darby Rd., New Smyrna 
Beach, FL 32168. 

Lodge 603 will resume 
business meetings in Septem-
ber. Have a safe and enjoyable 
summer! We’ll see you at the 
Lodge hall.

Lodge 603 taking a meeting break for the summer

Photo submitted by Sis. Amy Mavrich (138)

Frankfest 2022 a Fitting Fifth Tribute
On Friday, May 27, the fifth annual FrankFest was held at 
the Tiki Bar at the SNPJ Recreation Center in memory of 
Bro. Frank Mavrich (138). After our daughter Katie made 
a speech, everyone was offered a shot to toast Frank, we 
did a heart-shaped balloon release, and ate pizza (one 
of Frank’s favorite foods). A great big thank you to David 
Jones and Andy Krispinsky, to everyone who came to 
celebrate, and to those who posted a picture on Facebook 
while toasting. It means a lot to us. We will be hosting 
FrankFest again next year on the Friday of Memorial Day 
weekend – we hope to see you there!

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Does 
the SNPJ have your current 
e-mail address?

The SNPJ Home Office 
periodically sends out e-
mails to advertise the many 
benefits we offer our mem-
bers. You can also receive in-
formation about our fraternal 
programs, events at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, athletic 
tournaments, and product and 
annuity updates through this 
e-mail communication.

In order to receive this 
information, we need your 
current e-mail address. If 
we don’t have your e-mail 
address, we ask that you send 
an e-mail to the Home Office 
addressed to snpj@snpj.com 
so we can update your contact 
information.

We try to keep in touch 
with our members as often 
as possible, and this is a very 
cost-efficient and timely way 
to deliver information.

Stay in touch with SNPJ:
update your e-mail address

Slovenefest is held annually at the

SNPJ Recreation Center
270 Martin Road

Borough of SNPJ (Enon Valley), PA 16120
(724) 336-5180 • Toll-free: 1-877-767-5732

website: www.slovenefest.com • email: snpj@snpjrec.com
Admission: $10 Friday/$15 Saturday/$10 Sunday/Three-day Pass: $30 

Children ages 16 and under admitted FREE

Plan now to attend the ORIGINAL

July 8-10, 2022
Slo enefest®

Friday, July 8 Saturday, July 9 Sunday, July 10

Canada’s Polka King

WAltER oStANEk

appearing throughout 

the weekend

information and complete performance 
schedule online at www.slovenefest.com

Please support our generous 2022 Slovenefest sponsors:
SUPREmE SPoNSoR:

firefly Solar
gold lEVEl SPoNSoRS:

Bridge Insurance Group,	Canonsburg,	PA	•	the Cvetas family, California & Florida
Slovenian Savings & loan Assoc.,	Strabane,	PA	•	Sky king fireworks, hillsville, PA

SIlVER lEVEl SPoNSoRS:
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney, PC,	Pittsburgh	•	Dunbar, Bender & Zapf, Inc.,	Pittsburgh	•	h2R CPA, Pittsburgh

heritage life Insurance Company,	Chicago	•	hhm Insurors,	Moon	Twp.,	PA	•	International Polka Association, Chicago 
jones Creations,	West	Pittsburg,	PA	•	liberty Insurance Agency,	Pittsburgh	•	mitchell Insurance, Inc., Butler, PA 

PNC Bank,	Pittsburgh	•	SNPj lodge 106,	Imperial,	PA	•	SNPj lodge 138,	Strabane,	PA	•	SNPj lodge 142, Cleveland 
SNPj lodge 223,	Greensburg,	PA	•	SNPj lodge 715,	Universal,	PA	•	SNPj lodge 782,	Glenshaw,	PA	•	the johnson Club, hillsville, PA

Visit lawrence County,	New	Castle,	PA	•	Westmoreland County federation of SNPj lodges

Outside Stage
Sponsored by Slovenian Savings & Loan Assoc.

4 to 6 p.m. Jack Tady Orchestra
6 to 8 p.m. Eddie Rodick Orchestra
8 to 10 p.m. Jack Tady Orchestra
10 p.m. to Midnight Eddie Rodick Orchestra

Heritage Pavilion
Sponsored by The Cvetas Family

7 to 10 p.m. The Wrangler Band

Gostilna
Sponsored by Bridge Insurance Group

6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Mikey Dee
9 p.m. to Midnight KTB Band

Outside Food & Jam Tent
4 p.m. to Midnight Day-long Button Box Jam

Crafters Bazaar
5 to 9 p.m. Located near the main building

Alpine Room
Noon to 3 p.m. Miss SNPJ Pageant Competition

Outside Stage
Sponsored by Slovenian Savings & Loan Assoc.

Noon to 4 p.m. Garrett Tatano
4 to 6 p.m. Ron Likovic Band
6 to 8 p.m. Klancnik & Friends
8 to 10 p.m. Ron Likovic Band
10 p.m. to Midnight Klancnik & Friends

Heritage Pavilion
Sponsored by The Cvetas Family

Noon to 2 p.m. Alpine Sextet
2 to 4 p.m. Fred Ziwich & his 
 International Sound Machine
4 to 6 p.m. Alpine Sextet
6 to 8 p.m. Fred Ziwich & his 
 International Sound Machine

Gostilna
Sponsored by Bridge Insurance Group

1 to 2:30 p.m. Polka Playmates
3 to 4:30 p.m. Western Pa. Button Box Club
5 to 6:30 p.m. Fairport Jammers
7 to 8:30 p.m. Ron Pivovar
9 p.m. to Midnight Patty C & The Guys

Outside Food & Jam Tent
2 p.m. to Midnight Day-long Button Box Jam

Crafters Bazaar
Noon to 7 p.m. Located near the main building

Alpine Room
Noon to 2 p.m. Miss SNPJ Pageant Crowning

Outside Stage
Sponsored by Slovenian Savings & Loan Assoc.

1 to 3 p.m.  Frank Stanger Orchestra
3 to 5 p.m.  Polka Classics
5 to 7 p.m.  Frank Stanger Orchestra
7 to 9 p.m. Polka Classics

Heritage Pavilion 
Sponsored by The Cvetas Family

Noon to 2 p.m. Joe Grkman Orchestra
2 to 4 p.m. Veseli Fantje

Darryl & Frank Valencic, and Dave Pendel
4 to 6 p.m. Joe Grkman Orchestra

Gostilna
Sponsored by Bridge Insurance Group

1 to 2:30 p.m. Magic Buttons
3 to 4:30 p.m. Matt Sepesy
5 to 8 p.m. Polka Bros

Outside Food & Jam Tent
2 to 10 p.m. Day-long Button Box Jam

Crafters Bazaar
Noon to 5 p.m. Located near the main building


