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Go GREEN...
and help SNPJ save $$

Did you know PROSVETA is avail-
able online? If you would prefer 
to read PROSVETA online and 
help SNPJ save on printing and 
postage costs, register for the 
e-mail notifications by sending an 
e-mail to pcushman@snpj.com.

The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are Oct. 3 and Nov. 1. All material must 
be received by noon on Monday, Sept. 
19, for the Oct. 3 issue, and by Monday, 
Oct. 17, for the Nov. 1 issue. If you’re 
concerned about making the deadline, 
send an e-mail to prosveta@snpj.com 
or submit your material via the publi-
cations area of our website, snpj.org.

THE
DEADLINE

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Take advantage of 
SNPJ’s Recommender Program which 
offers members an enhanced benefit for 
encouraging family, children, friends and 
acquaintances to join SNPJ. The recom-
mender will receive $10 for each valid 
referral, and every valid referral earns the 
recommender one entry in the quarterly 
drawing for a chance to win $100. Pay 
a visit to the SNPJ website, snpj.org, to 
complete an online Recommender form 
and get a head start on your reward.

Have you recommended
a new member lately?

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office will be closed Monday, Sept. 5, in 
celebration of Labor Day. Normal office 
hours, 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., will resume 
Tuesday, Sept. 6. We wish all SNPJ 
members and friends a safe and happy 
Labor Day!

Home Office closed as
we celebrate Labor Day

harper m. Zimmermann
Born Sept. 18, 2021
denver Lodge 218

The members of Denver Lodge 218 wel-
come Harper Michelle Zimmermann as the 
newest addition to their Lodge. Harper is the 
daughter of Caitlin and Ryan Zimmermann 
(218), and the granddaughter of Bonnie 
and Gregg Lehnerz (218). We welcome 
Harper to the Society and extend our best 
wishes to her entire family.

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — The SNPJ in-
vites all of our members to the SNPJ Recreation 
Center during Labor Day weekend, Sept. 2-4, 
as we celebrate the 82nd National SNPJ Days.

For those of you who like to start your week-
end early and arrive at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center on Thursday, the Gostilna will be open 
Thursday evening, Sept. 1. Food will be avail-
able in the Gostilna throughout the weekend.

National SNPJ Days draw the Recreation Center
summer season to a close over Labor Day weekend

The weekend kicks off on Friday evening, 
Sept. 2, with a welcome party in the Gostilna 
featuring the music of KTB (Kim Skovenski, 
Terry Skovenski and Brian O’Boyle) from 8 
to 11 p.m.

SNPJ golfers will head to Stonecrest Golf 
Course in Wampum, Pa., on Saturday, Sept. 
3, to compete in the 2022 SNPJ National Golf 
Tournament, which will open at 8 a.m. with a 
modified shotgun start. There will be no golfers 
dinner again this year; however, the kitchen at 

the Gostilna will be open.
The 2022 SNPJ National Women’s Balina 

Tournament will also begin on Saturday in the 
Balinarena, and bar bingo is scheduled in the 
Gostilna starting at 7 p.m. Saturday evening. 

On Sunday, Sept. 4, be sure to make your 
way to the Balinarena from 8:30 to 11 a.m. for 
breakfast sandwiches which will be available for 
purchase from the members of SNPJ Lodge 782. 

SEE NAtIoNAL SNPj dAYS
ON PAGE 5

Photo submitted by Hannah Myers (776)

Slovenefest Fans Span the Generations
Sis. PAULINE PEtCoVIC (715), age 91, introduced her great-granddaughter, 8-month-old 
CAREY mYERS (776), to the members of the Joe Grkman Orchestra – [from left] StEVE, 
joE and mIkE GRkmAN, all SNPJ Lodge 117 members – as the band completed their 
afternoon set at Slovenefest 2022 on Sunday, July 10.

by JOE VALENCIC
Lodge 5 Vice President

KIRtLAND, Ohio — Celebrate the harvest, 
old world-style, at the SNPJ Farm’s traditional 
Slovenian Grape Festival on Sunday, Sept. 25, 
down on the Farm on Heath Road in Kirtland. 
The polka parade opens the festivities with 
singers, musicians and Slovenian costumes at 
2:45 p.m.; the Joey Tomsick Orchestra follows 
the parade festivities with four hours of music. 

Join the harvest parade, led by accordionist 
Tony Fortuna, get a song sheet for the Slovenian 
sing-along with Joe Valencic, then dance to Joey 
Tomsick’s toe-tapping tunes from 3 to 7 p.m. 
The pavilion will be decorated with grapevines 
and hanging treats, symbolic of a successful 

The SNPJ Farm Slovenian Grape 
Fest a colorful, musical tradition

The traditional Slovenian Grape Festival takes place at the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, Ohio, on 
Sunday, Sept. 25, starting with a parade at 2:45 p.m.

harvest. But if you dare to grab a goody, you 
could wind up in jail!

Admission is free when you wear your Slo-
venian costume or bring your accordion. Parade 
participants must arrive by 2:15 p.m. to prepare.  

The regular admission fee of $8 per person 
includes four hours of live music and all the 
balinca/bocce you can play. Guests 18 and under 
admitted free of charge. Hearty fare includes 
smoked Slovenian sausages, savory roast beef 
and homemade donuts, served from 2 p.m. on. 

The SNPJ Farm is located at 10946 Heath 
Road, off Chardon Road (Route 6) in Kirtland, 
three miles east of State Route 306 and six miles 
west of Route 44. For more information, call 
(440) 256-3423.

Gostilna Chef 
Dinner returns 
to the Heritage
Center schedule 
in October

by KATHy PAuLENICH (776)
SNPJ Heritage Center Director

BOROUGH OF SNPJ, Pa. — The SNPJ 
Heritage Center summer season is ending 
as we look forward to National SNPJ Days 
activities over Labor Day weekend at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center.

The Heritage Center will be closing for 
the year, with our last open day on Saturday, 
Sept. 3, from 1 to 5 p.m. We have a new 
supply of the tie-dye “Peace Love Polka” 
T-shirts, as well as “Squeeze Me” tees in 
three additional colors (red, blue and green), 
plus the Pittsburgh Steelers colors and the 
Cleveland Browns colors. Think ahead to 
your Christmas shopping!

On Friday, Sept. 2, during National SNPJ 
Days, come and have fun in the Gostilna 
listening and dancing to the music of the 
KTB Band from 8 to 11 p.m. Then, on 
Sunday, Sept. 4, enjoy the great sounds of 
Klancnik & Friends alternating with the Joe 
Grkman Orchestra in the Heritage Pavilion 
from 1 to 7 p.m.

National SNPJ Days are a wonderful 
weekend of fraternalism that so many of 
us have enjoyed for many years. Come out 
to support the SNPJ Heritage Center, and 
the enjoy the music in the Gostilna and 
Heritage Pavilion.

Don’t forget the Johnstown Slavic Fes-
tival on Friday and Saturday, Sept. 16-17. 
Several SNPJ Heritage Center Committee 
members will be there on Saturday with 
our traveling museum and items for sale 
from our gift shop. We’re looking forward 
to this event.

Mark your calendars for the return of the 
Gostilna Chef Dinner on Thursday, Oct. 27, 
at the SNPJ Lodge 106 Hall in Imperial, 
Pa. Jure Žmauc just informed us that a chef 
will be arriving from the Prekmurje region 

SEE hERItAGE CENtER
ON PAGE 5

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The Miss SNPJ 
Pageant Booster Fund is accepting dona-
tions. There are numerous costs associated 
with the pageant, and your donations, both 
large and small, are truly appreciated 
to help defray those costs. Please make 
checks payable to SNPJ, noting “Miss 
SNPJ Pageant” on the memo line, and 
mail your donation to Slovene National 
Benefit Society, Att’n. Miss SNPJ Pageant 
Booster Fund, 247 West Allegheny Road, 
Imperial, PA 15126.

Your pageant donations
support SNPJ tradition

follow SNPJ on 
Facebook!
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Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

•	 SEPT.	2-4 .... National SNPJ Days at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. For additional in-
formation phone the SNPJ Recreation 
Center at 1-877-767-5732 or e-mail 
snpj@snpjrec.com.

•	 OCT.	9 ...... Westmoreland County (Pa.) Federa-
tion dance at the yukon Slovenian Hall, 
yukon, Pa.; 2 to 6 p.m. Music by the 
Skovenski Band featuring Mikey Dee.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

by KRISTEN CuSHMAN BARNOT (138)
Miss SNPJ Pageant Commission

SYGAN, Pa. — Hear ye, hear ye! 
All royal subjects of the kingdom are 
invited to the Harvest Princess Ball 
on Sunday, Sept. 25. This magical 
event is being co-hosted by SNPJ 
Youth Circle 36 and the Miss SNPJ 
Pageant Commission, and it’s taking 
place from 1 to 3 p.m. in the SNPJ 
Lodge 6 Ballroom, 530 3rd Ave., 
Bridgeville, PA 15017.

Dress in your favorite gown and 
join us for an unforgettable day with 
your favorite princesses! The event 
is designed for ages 12 and under, 

but all are welcome to attend. Your 
ticket to the ball includes a grand 
entrance of the princesses with a 
parade, singing and dancing with the 
princesses (led by a professional DJ), 
photo and autograph opportunity 
with each princess, crafts, and light 
refreshments – including appetizers, 
a dessert and drinks (alcoholic bever-
ages will be available for guests age 
21 and older).

Tickets are $20 per adult, $25 
per child, and can be purchased 
online at https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/harvest-princess-ball-tick-
ets-254219335877. SNPJ Youth Circle 

36 members can take advantage of a 
special discount, so be sure to ask 
your Circle director for the promo 
code before purchasing your tickets.

For all friends in the Cleveland 
area who are interested in attending 
the Harvest Princess Ball, a special 
carriage awaits to take you to SNPJ 
Lodge 6. The cost is $40 per person 
and includes round-trip bus fare, a tip 
for the royal driver, water and snacks.

The carriage to the ball will 
start loading at 9:15 a.m. and leave 
promptly at 9:30 from the Highland 
Heights Kohl’s, 6245 Wilson Mills 
Rd., Highland Heights, OH 44143. 

The ride duration will be three hours 
with a half-hour restroom break. At 
3:15 p.m., after the ball, the carriage 
will depart the SNPJ Lodge 6 hall and 
will return to Kohl’s at approximately 
6:30 p.m.

To reserve your spot on the royal 
coach by Sept. 11, please send a check 
payable to SNPJ Lodge 142, your 
name, phone number, address, e-mail 
address, and number of travelers to 
Carol Maruszak, 2151 Larchmont 
Dr., Wickliffe, OH 44092. For de-
tails contact Carol by phone at (440) 
655-8776 or e-mail snpjcircle94@
gmail.com.

Miss SNPJ Pageant Commission teams with Youth Circle 36 
to host Harvest Princess Ball at Sygan Lodge 6 in September

by FRANCINE (Blatnik) ZIZELMAN 
Lodge 614

KIRtLAND, Ohio — Who 
remembers the Friday night 
rehearsals at Waterloo Hall, 
the fall concerts, the musicals 
(“The Sound of Music,” “The 
Wizard of Oz,” “Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs,” and 
“The Music Man,” to name a 
few!) and, of course, the annual 
summer Circus at the SNPJ 
Farm? I have fond memories 
of my youth involvement in 

MPZ Circle 3, and I think it’s 
about time for a reunion of its 
past members.

I invite all former MPZ 
Circle 3 members to meet at 
the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland 
on Sunday, Sept. 25, when the 
Farm hosts the annual Grape 
Festival with music by the Joey 
Tomsick Band. The kitchen 
and bar open at 2 p.m.; a parade 
starts at 2:45.

Bring photos and other 
memorabilia to share!

A reunion of former
MPZ Circle 3 members
planned at the SNPJ Farm

CICERO, Ill. — Bro. Ar-
thur E. Skraboly, a member 
of SNPJ Lodge 449, outlived his SNPJ life insurance policy 
in July 2022 and has since joined the ranks of the Society’s 
Honorary Members. He writes: 

“My name is Arthur E. Skraboly and I turned 96 on 
July 31, 2022.

“I’m still in good health and live alone since my wife 
passed nine years ago. But I have a son, three grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren. I’m still able to take care of 
the house, make my meals, and whatever else.

“I was a design engineer and have been retired for 32 
years. I served in the Army in WWII in the European 
Conflict.

“I was born in 1926, just before the Great Depression. 
Times were tough, but life was better than now. People 
were much more friendly to each other – and no shootings!

“My parents came to this country from the Austro-
Hungarian Empire, the Slovenia Province, in 1906 and 
settled in Racine, Wis. Slovenia became part of Yugoslavia 
in 1918 and independent in 1991.

“I love the Slovenian polka music played in our country 
with the button box accordions. Modern music is played in 
Slovenia, and everybody can play the accordion.”

On behalf of the members of Lodge 449 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we extend best wishes to Bro. 
Skraboly for continued good health and happiness.

Lodge 449 
member a 
WWII vet 
and former
engineer

Honorary Members
best wishes to our

Bro. ARTHuR E. SKRABOLy (449) 

by BILL KRZISNIK
Lodge 518 Secretary/Treasurer 

MELvINDALE, Mich. — On July 17, 
Lodge 518 members sponsored a summer 
picnic complete with authentic Slovenian 
cuisine, music and balina. 

The event was hosted at the home 
of Lodge President Irene Kovac. Fried 
chicken was provided by the Lodge, and 
members each brought various dishes to 
share. Authentic Slovenian food on the 
menu included potato salad, coleslaw and 
apple strudel. Other authentic favorites, 
like meat burek and čevapčiči, were also 

enjoyed by guests.
The picnic entertained 21 attendees, 

including members and their guests, 
with ages ranging from 4 to 97. Notably 
in attendance were many lifetime SNPJ 
members! Picnickers enjoyed spending the 
afternoon together after two years apart 
with only quarterly Zoom meeting calls 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

The heavens must have known how 
badly this day was needed by SNPJ Lodge 
518 Brothers and Sisters to bring joy, as 
the rain stayed away and the sun showed 
its face.

July picnic offers the chance for 
Lodge 518 members to reconnect

After two years of Covid-related separation, Melvindale, Mich., Lodge 518 members 
enjoyed spending the day together at their annual picnic, held July 17.

Picnickers of all ages 
attended the Lodge 
518 gathering in July, 
sharing a picnic meal that 
included several authentic 
Slovenian dishes, 
enjoying the music, and 
playing balina.

Looking for information on your SNPJ life 
insurance and annuity policies? Visit snpj.org, 
click the “PolicyView Login” link, and then 
follow the step-by-step instructions.

at your fingertips
information
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by DAVID C. ELy, CPIA, FIC 
SNPJ National Sales &
Marketing Director

This new, keepsake Slovenian 
cookbook, published in English, is 
available for purchase through the 
SNPJ Slovenian Heritage Center

$3700 each
includes postage

Name __________________________________________
Address ________________________________________
City/State/Zip ____________________________________
Email __________________________________________
Phone ____________________  Number of copies _____

Return completed order form with full payment to:
SNPj heritage Center • 270 martin Road • Enon Valley, PA  16120

slovenia

Make check or money order payable to SNPj heritage Center

R egardless of what is happening economically, there 
is one certain in life – and that is at some point you 
will need life insurance. Even in the toughest of 

economic times, it’s essential to have life insurance. This 
way, you can protect your family from the ever-mounting 
expenses of death. Recessions are unpredictable, so you 
need life insurance during these times as much as you 
do during prosperous times. In fact, in some ways own-
ing and buying life insurance during a recession makes 
it more valuable.

When buying a life insurance policy, it is important to 
select a company with strong financials, particularly dur-
ing a recession. In an economic downturn, one should 
look for life insurance companies that are financially 
stable and have a positive outlook. According to the 2022 
Independent Comparative Report, a report compiled by 
Standard Analytical Service, Inc., which measures strength 
and stability among insurance companies, SNPJ is rated 
FAVORABLE when compared to the aggregate averages 
of 25 of the leading life insurance companies. (Contact  
the SNPJ Home Office for a free report.)

Term life insurance can fit into almost any budget, which 
can be a significant financial benefit during a recession.  
During a recession, many people have less money than they 
would like to spend on insurance. Term life insurance is a 
popular choice because it is affordable. Premium rates will 
not increase during this time. unlike permanent life insur-
ance, a term policy keeps its premiums fixed for a specific 
amount of time, which means no fluctuations in cost. This 
is because term life insurance policies supply coverage for 
a set period. These policies don’t carry a great deal of risk 
for the insurance company, and because premium rates 
are fixed for the entire policy term, they help consumers. 
Because these premiums are fixed, you will pay the same 
amount each month, even during a recession.  

The life insurance industry is closely tied to the financial 
markets. Investments are a major source of profit for life 
insurance companies and the primary factor behind product 
delivery. The industry relies on investments for its products. 
Recessions can hit the bond market hard, especially life 
annuities that promise minimum payments. Despite this, 
life insurance companies’ bond portfolios fare better than 
the market, which is subject to heightened volatility.

Interest rates are also a concern for life insurers as the 
industry depends on them. Because life insurers’ invest-
ments are heavily concentrated in fixed-income securities, 
interest rate changes can affect both 
assets and liabilities. 

We here at SNPJ are experienced 
and prepared to discuss your personal 
insurance portfolio, especially during 
trying economic times. Give the Home 
Office a call today at 1-800-843-7675!

maintaining good 
insurance helps in 
trying economic times

SNPJ Loyalty Annuities
Your loyalty with SNPJ is now being rewarded! 

Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
and open your new SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

* No fees attached to either Loyalty Annuity
* Rates not guaranteed after the first year

* 2.0% guaranteed minimum
* IRAs/Roth IRA /non-qualified eligible

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

Loyalty 8 Annuity
8-year surrender period

3.25% first-year guarantee rate
for new money

2.75% in years two through eight
2.50% in year nine and after

3.75% first-year guarantee rate 
for conversions of existing 

SNPJ annuities

Loyalty 5 Annuity
5-year surrender period

2.75% first-year guarantee rate
for new money

2.50% in year two and after
3.25% first-year guarantee rate 

for conversions of existing 
SNPJ annuities

Gov’t. plans solar power 
plants for household use
LJUBLJANA (StA) — The Slovenian 
government is gearing up to increase 
the production of electric ity from solar 
energy as Prime Minister Robert Golob 
announced in mid-July a plan to set up 
“giant solar power plants” available to 
households in the next three years.

The Infrastructure Ministry con-
firmed for the press that it was working 
intensively on the plan to increase the 
solar power production capacity after 
Golob made the announcement.

According to government sources, In-
frastructure Minister Bojan Kumer will 
draw up a plan to increase the capacity 
of solar-generated electricity by 1,000 
megawatts by 2025 at suitable locations, 
in cooperation with national electric grid 
operator ELES and distribution system 
operator SODO.

Golob also indicated that the plan 
was a medium-term measure that started 
anew the process of constructing solar 
power plants across Slovenia.

“We have prepared a plan... that will 
enable a third of Slovenian households to 
access community solar power plants,” 
Golob said. These community facili-
ties will be “giant solar power plants” 
that will be connected and available to 
households at a set price by means of a 
community platform.

The plan is to build the power plants 
in three years. “This [process] has been 
prepared by ELES. We have sat down 
with representatives of the power in-
dustry and found a way to build large 
solar power plants adapted to locations 
where the grid can withstand this,” Prime 
Minister Golob explained.

Fire lab set to launch in 
Slovenia in September
LOGAtEC (StA) — The Slovenian 
Building and Civil Engineering Institute 
(ZAG) will open a new fire laboratory 
in Logatec in September in what it says 
will be the only such facility in this 
part of Europe. The EUR 11 million 
($11.2 million) investment will allow 
further advances in the research of fire 
resistance and flammability of materials 
and structures.

The laboratory, covering a surface 
area of 3,500 square meters (approx. 
37,000 square feet), will provide facili-
ties to test the fire resistance of products 
made both in Slovenia and abroad. The 
facility includes two large furnaces, a 
purification plant and other state-of-
the-art equipment to test anything from 
micro samples to products up to the size 
of four by eight meters (13 by 26 feet).

The lab, construction of which began 
in the spring of 2020, will be launched 
Sept. 2.

The new building will also serve as 
the headquarters for the new Depart-
ment for Research of Fire-Safe and 
Sustainably Built Environment, the 
namesake of the FRISSBE project 
within the EU Horizon 2020 research 
and innovation program.

The department aims to create and 
support a strong research and develop-
ment center in the field of fire safety and 
sustainably-built environment in South-
ern and Central Europe. It also seeks to 
raise the profile of ZAG in the broader 
research and development community, 
the institute explained.

ZAG is Slovenia’s leading science and 
research institute in the field of building 
and civil engineering. Its re search and 
development are focused on structures, 
materials and environmental technolo-
gies with an increas ingly systematic 
approach to fire safety.

Slovenia hosts uN 
cyberattack symposium
NEW YORK (StA) — The Slovenian 
permanent mission to the UN hosted 
a hybrid symposium on the protec-
tion of critical infrastructure against 
cyberattacks in New York in late July, 
during which Slovenian Am bassador 
to the UN Boštjan Malovrh said that 
international cooperation was key in 
facing cyber threats.

The event, co-organized by the Slove-
nian Government Information Security 
Office, the Slovenian Foreign Min istry 
and Microsoft, focused on the aspects of 
analyzing regulations, best practices, and 
international law and norms.

The event, held at the same time a 
working group on security and the use 
of information and communications 
technology was meeting at the UN 
headquarters, drew attendance from 

some 200 representatives.
“The report on the protection of criti-

cal infrastructure against cyber threats, 
prepared by the University of Lju bljana, 
the Government Information Security 
Office, Microsoft and the Euro-Atlantic 
Council of Slovenia, is a good example of 
how government and non-governmental 
organizations can work together on this 
key issue,” Malovrh said as he addressed 
the event.

He highlighted the growing threats 
at a time when the world is increasingly 
interconnected and the boundaries be-
tween the physical and digital worlds are 
increasingly blurred. Progress is making 
work easier, but it is becoming harder to 
maintain security, and the risk of cyber-
attacks is growing. “Protecting critical 
infrastructure also requires understand-
ing the threats, risks and the context in 
which this field operates, and analyzing 
and transforming [this information] 
into a more resilient infrastructure,” 
Malovrh said.

The report mentioned by Malovrh 
makes 10 key recommendations. 
Among other things, it recommends 
that cybersecurity should be seen as a 
process – technology evolves, and so do 
the methods of [cyber] attacks, so it is 
necessary to keep adapting. The report 
also notes that it is important to share 
information since attackers pay no atten-
tion to national borders. Trust between 
countries is required, as is compliance 
with existing norms on cybersecurity.

In addition, the prosecution and 
punishment of cyber criminals must be 
stepped up. This is currently a major 
problem because cybercrime is rarely 
punished and involves a relatively low 
risk for perpetrators in compari son 
with other types of crime. This needs to 
change on both national and international 
levels, the participants agreed.

New docks at Koper for 
Slovenia’s naval fleet
KOPER (StA) — The government has 
decided to build docks for the Slovenian 
Armed Forces (SAF) fleet in Koper port. 
The project is estimated at EUR 7.22 mil-
lion ($7.31 million) and will be funded 
by the De fence Ministry, according to 
a press release from the Government 
Communications Office.

The docks will be temporary, in use 
for the next 10 to 15 years, as new berths 
for the fleet are planned on a third pier, 
construction of which is not planned 
before 2030. The SAF vessels are cur-
rently docked at the moorings of Luka 
Koper, the port operator.

“The objective is to create appropri-
ate conditions for upkeep, as well as 
operative readiness, of the 430th Naval 
Division,” the press release reads. The 
new docks will also improve and preserve 
combat readiness, and the use of SAF 
vessels in the case of natural and other 
disasters as part of rescue and protec-
tion efforts.

All SAF vessels, the Ankaran patrol 
boat, the Triglav multi-purpose vessel, 
along with inflatable boats, are cur rently 
docked at Luka Koper. However, the 
Triglav does not have its own berth at 
present, which creates logisti cal chal-
lenges and additional costs as the boat 
is moved around the port, requiring a 
crew onboard at all times.

Additionally, Luka Koper has started 
work to expand its docking capacities 
near the SAF berths, which renders the 
SAF berths unusable during the con-
struction work.

Slovenia to host a u.S. 
travel conference in Oct.
LJUBLJANA (StA) — Slovenia will 
be the first European country to host 
the annual conference of the Transfor-
mational Travel Council (TTC), a U.S. 
collective of tourist organizations and 
businesses, set to take place in the Logar 
Valley Oct. 9-12.

The conference, an annual event 
arranged by the TTC, focuses on how 
travel and the tourism industry affect 
the global transformation of tourism 
and society. It will also address the 
industry’s most burning questions, a 
press release from the Slovenian Tourist 
Board (STO) reads.

The conference hopes to highlight the 
role of tourism in facilitating positive 
change on a global scale.

This year’s gathering, titled “Tran-

scend 22,” will call attention to the im-
portance of networking, cooperation, and 
sustainable transformation of tourism, 
according to the STO, a project partner. 
More than 100 Slovenian and foreign 
tourism experts will be in attendance, 
from tour operators and tourist agencies 
to media representatives.

“The TTC is a partner whose activities 
go hand-in-hand with Slovenia’s vision 
of sustainable tourism. The conference 
will be a wonderful opportunity to pres-
ent Slovenia to a global audience and 
highlight the key steps that have been 
taken to make Slovenia one of the most 
sustainable tourism destinations in the 
world,” said STO Director Maja Pak.

youth reading campaign 
receives an award
LJUBLJANA (StA) — The nation-
wide Reading Badge association, which 
promotes reading among children, teens 
and adults, received an award for its 
innovative approach during the 22nd 
European Conference on Literacy held 
in Dublin. The association was rewarded 
for 60 years of uninterrupted, innovative 
efforts to encourage reading.

The award was accepted by associa-
tion Secretary General Manca Perko on 
July 5. The association said the award 
was “intended for all who have built the 
Reading Badge for 60 years: the current 
and previous program committees, read-
ing mentors, team members, friends and 
supporters – their persistence, dedication 
and hard work, and primarily their love 
– to readers, reading and literature.”

The award was conferred by the 
Federation of European Literacy As-
sociations, of which Reading Badge has 
been a member since 2020.

Throughout its 60-year history, Read-
ing Badge has turned into the mainstay 
of extracurricular activities, par ticularly 
in primary schools, and in kindergartens, 
secondary schools and book clubs as 
well. The association, which was founded 
in 2002, estimates that some 140,000 
children take part in Reading Badge 
programs every year.

Reading Badge celebrated its 60th 
anniversary at the Cankarjev Dom 
culture center in Ljubljana in May 
2021. The movement was established 
in Prevalje, northern Slovenia, where 
the first badge was given to an aspir-
ing reader in the town’s primary school 
in 1961. Author Leopold Suhodolčan, 
who was the school’s headmaster at the 
time, and Stanko Kotnik, who taught 
Slovenian there, came up with the idea 
for the campaign.

Istria sheep milk cheese 
now a protected product
LJUBLJANA (StA) — The Slovenian 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Food has temporarily pro tected Istrski 
ovcji sir/Istarski ovcji sir, a type of sheep 
milk cheese from the Istria region, at the 
national level utilizing a protected des-
ignation of origin. The protected status 
was initiated by Slovenian and Croatian 
sheep breeders.

The Istrian cheese is made from raw 
or pasteurized sheep milk produced by 
sheep bred in Slovenian and Croa tian 
Istria, including the Croatian islands of 
Cres and Losinj; the smaller islands of 
Unije, Ilovik, Susak, and Vele Srakane; 
and a number of uninhabited islands. 
The sheep are bred there and graze on 
pastures of typical Mediterranean plants, 
a ministry representative said.

The ministry also noted that Istrian 
sheep milk cheese was a hard, full-fat 
cheese, cylindrical in shape, with a di-
ameter of between 16 and 22 centimeters 
(6.3 to 8.6 inches). It is between 6 and 9 
centimeters (2.3 to 3.5 inches) high, and 
weighs between 1.8 and 4.5 kilograms 
(4 to 10 pounds).

The cheese must be matured for at 
least 60 days. It is characterized by its 
high dry matter content (60 percent), so 
it can be stored at higher temperatures as 
well. The rind is smooth, lemon-yellow 
to dark yellow, and uniform in color. 
The cheese is straw to golden yellow, 
usually without holes, although it may 
have irregularly spaced openings of up 
to 4 millimeters (just over an eighth of 
an inch) in size.

The cheese must be produced and 
packaged in Istria, and must bear a 
special label. Before producers can 
start making Istrski ovcji sir/Istarski 
ovcji sir, they must obtain a certificate 
recognizing that their production follows 
the specifications, the ministry added.
The articles comprising this feature have 
been reprinted with permission from the 
Slovenian Press Agency (STA).
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Sis. Martha B. Markosky
• Lodge 138 •

StRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the Nov. 22, 2021, 
passing of Sis. Martha Belle 
Suddoth Markosky, 99, for-
merly of Canonsburg, Pa., 
and in recent years residing 
in McMurray, Pa., with her 
daughter, Mary Jo.

Sis. Markosky was born 
May 27, 1922, in Wellsburg, 
W.Va., a daughter of the late 
Richard and Sarah May Sud-
doth. During WWII, Martha 
was a welder at Dravo Corpora-
tion at the Neville Island ship 
building facility. There was 
Rosie the Riveter, but Martha 
was “Martha the Welder.” 

A 64-year SNPJ Lodge 138 
member, Martha enjoyed bowl-
ing, playing bingo, and solving 
a sudoku or crossword puzzle. 
She was an avid sports fan, but 
especially loved the Pittsburgh 
Steelers.

She was the beloved wife 
of the late John J. Markosky, 
who died July 13, 1986; lov-
ing mother of Mary Jo (Fred) 
Sentner of Cecil Twp., Pa., 
Patti (Larry) Lesniakowski of 
McMurray, Barbara (Joseph) 
Kadrie of Riverview, Fla., 
and Jay (Denise) Markosky of 
Orion Twp, Mich.; cherished 
grandmother of Eric (Wendy) 
Sentner, David (Marie) Sent-
ner, Stephen (Elissa) Sentner, 
Christina Wyno, Todd (Mary 
Jo) Lesniakowski, Brian (Jodi) 
Lesniakowski, Jeffrey (Laura) 
Campbell, Heather (Karl) 
Bates, and John (Kelly) Mar-
kosky; great-grandmother of 
11; and dear sister of William 
Suddoth, Ethel Chivers, and 
Nancy (Paul) Wolcott.

In addition to her parents 
and husband, she was preceded 
in death by siblings Mary Fran-
cis Ryan, Betty Kins, Alice 
Marie Yolch, Grace McAlpine, 
Thomas Suddoth, and John 
Suddoth; and a granddaughter, 
Dana Lesniakowski.

A small, private ceremony 
was held for Sis. Markosky 
with close family and friends.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our condolences to Sis. 
Markosky’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

Bro. John J. Socklege
• Lodge 87 •

HERMINIE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 87 sadly 
report the May 10, 2022, 
passing of Bro. John J. Sock-
lege, 91, of Herminie, at The 
Rehabilitation and Nursing 
Center at Greater Pittsburgh, 

Greensburg, Pa. 
Bro. Socklege was born 

Jan. 15, 1931, in Herminie, 
the son of the late John H. and 
Catherine (Burzio) Socklege. 
He was a veteran of the Army, 
and prior to his retirement 
was employed by the Yough 
School District as a custodian 
for 25 years.

A 55-year SNPJ member, 
he was also a member of 
St. Edward Roman Catholic 
Church in Herminie and a life 
member of the Herminie VFD 
Station 15.

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by 
his wife, Madalen “Madge” 
(Kolaya) Socklege; and a sister, 
Geraldine J. Kleid. 

He is survived by his niece, 
Helen (John A.) Kvarta of 
Herminie; a great-nephew, 
John L. Kvarta; and several 
nieces, nephews, great-nieces 
and great-nephews. “Sock” 
will be dearly missed by his 
family, friends and special 
neighbors. 

A Funeral Mass was cel-
ebrated for Bro. Socklege on 
May 14 in St. Edward Roman 
Catholic Church. Private 
interment with full military 
honors followed in Westmore-
land County Memorial Park, 
Greensburg.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 87 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Socklege’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. Edward J. Vietmeier
• Lodge 106 •

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 106 sadly 
report the June 18, 2022, 
passing of Bro. Edward J. 
Vietmeier, 87, at his home in 
Robinson Twp., Pa. 

Bro. Vietmeier was born 
March 8, 1935, in Moon Run, 
Pa., a son of the late Edward 
and Louise Vietmeier. 

A 69-year SNPJ member, he 
was also a member of St. John 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Carnegie, Pa. He enjoyed 
gardening and was a handyman 
with all things. 

Ed was the beloved husband 
of Margaret, with whom he 
celebrated 67 years of mar-
riage; loving father of Dale 
(Nancy), Scott (Debbie), Ed-
ward W. (Annette), Gordon 
(Jill), Glenn (Kelly), and the 
late Gretchen Vietmeier; and 
the brother of Frank (Susan) 
Vietmeier, Ann (Donald) 
Hyatt, and the late Louise 
(Leo) Kirkpatrick. He is also 
survived by 12 grandchildren, 
four great-grandchildren, and 
several nieces and nephews.

Services for Bro. Vietmeier 
were held June 23 at Pittsburgh 
Cremation & Funeral Care, 
Robinson Twp.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 106 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Bro. 
Vietmeier’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

Bro. Wayne C. Hotko
• Lodge 559 •

CHICAGO — The members 
of Lodge 559 sadly report the 
June 20, 2022, passing of Bro. 
Wayne Charles Hotko, 76, of 
Noblesville, Ind., at Riverview 
Health due to complications 
following cancer treatment.

Bro. Hotko was born Nov. 
3, 1945, in Oak Park, Ill., 
a son of the late Anton and 
Anna (Spelich) Hotko. Wayne 
graduated from Riverside-
Brookfield High School and 
Southern Illinois University, 
and was drafted into the United 
States Army and served in 
Korea during the late 1960s. 
He was proudly married for 
51 years to Marlene Rocker 
of Benld, Ill.  

Wayne worked in customer 
service for three printing 
manufacturers during his 
more-than-40-year career. 
A 58-year SNPJ member, he 
enjoyed golf, riding his Har-
ley, maintaining his yard in 
pristine condition, and visiting 
with his grandchildren.

He leaves behind his wife, 
Marlene; a daughter, Heather 
(Stacy) Phillips of Nobles-
ville; a son, Marc Hotko 
of Indianapolis; two grand-
children, Audrey and Lucas 
Phillips; a brother, Anthony 
Hotko of Chicago; a nephew, 
Anthony Hotko and his family; 
a niece, Tamara Marlewski and 
her family; an aunt, Delores 
Spelich; and several cousins.

In addition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death by his 
sister-in-law, Eleanore Hotko; 
his mother-in-law, Anna Mae 
Rocker; and his father-in-law, 
Frank Rocker.

Bro. WALTER J. WIECZOREK (254)

Services for Bro. Hotko 
were held June 25 at Randall 
& Roberts Funeral Center, 
Noblesville.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 559 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our condolences to Bro. 
Hotko’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. Walter J. Wieczorek
• Lodge 254 •

BON AIR, Pa. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 254 sadly report 
the July 21, 2022, passing of 
Bro. Walter J. “Butch” Wiec-
zorek Jr., 73, of Hopewell 
Twp., Pa. 

Bro. Wieczorek was a proud 
veteran who served with the 
U.S. Air Force during the 
Vietnam War, and both Desert 
Shield and Desert Storm. He 
retired at the rank of Master 
Sergeant after 25 dedicated 
years of service. 

A 55-year SNPJ Lodge 254 
member, he was also a member 
of the VFW in Coraopolis, Pa., 
the American Legion and the 
Elks. He was an avid golfer. 

Butch was the husband of 
32 years to the late Dineen 
M. (Szady) Wieczorek; lov-
ing friend and companion of 
11 years to Nancy Chirichet-
ti; loving father of Doreen 
(Steven) McKenna, Darleen 
(Thomas) Trunzo, and Chris-
tine (Christopher) Jiuliante; 
dear “jadziu” of Justen and 
Alexandra McKenna (and 
their expected little one, great-
grandson Parker McKenna), 
Joshua McKenna, and Mat-
thew Trunzo; and brother of 
Thomas Wieczorek, Elaine 
(James) Barbera, and Kathy 
(Timothy) Thomas. He is also 
survived by several nieces and 
nephews. 

A Funeral Mass was cel-
ebrated for Bro. Wieczorek on 
July 28 in St. Margaret Mary 
Church, Coraopolis. Burial 
followed in the National Cem-
etery of the Alleghenies, Cecil 
Twp., Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 254 and the Slovene 

National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
Wieczorek’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

Bro. Terry Frantz
• Lodge 138 •

StRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the July 25, 2022, pass-
ing of Bro. Terry Wayne Frantz, 
73, of Canonsburg, Pa., in 
Donnell House, Washington, 
Pa., with his family by his side.

Bro. Frantz was born Dec. 
22, 1948, in Canonsburg, a 
son of the late Bernard and 
Jane Gallagher Frantz. Raised 
in Houston, Pa., Terry was a 
graduate of Chartiers-Houston 
Senior High School, where he 
still holds the record for discus 
throwing. He proudly served 
in the Second Division of the 
United States Marine Corps as 
a corporal in Vietnam. 

Terry resided in the Canon-
sburg-Houston area his entire 
life and had been employed 
with Fraizer-Simplex, Jessop 
Steel, McGraw Edison and, 
prior to his retirement in 2011, 
was a machinist with Trinity 
Industries.

In addition to his SNPJ 
Lodge 138 membership, he was 
also a member of the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Post 191 of 
Canonsburg, American Legion 
Post 902 of Houston, the White 
Eagles Society, the Polish Na-

tional Union of Canonsburg, 
and the Fraternal Order of 
Eagles of Andover, Ohio.

He enjoyed wintering in 
Florida and spending time at 
Holiday Camplands in Ando-
ver, fishing and playing some 
golf with his beloved compan-
ion of 34 years, Joyce Lipari, 
who survives.

Also left behind to cherish 
his memory are his daugh-
ter, Rebecca Frantz Dolanch 
and her husband, Hunter, of 
Claysville, Pa.; Joyce’s son, 
“PJ” Lipari and his wife, 
Deyka, of Canonsburg; his 
brother, Rick Frantz and his 
wife, Sharon, of Houston; his 
dear grandchildren, Madison, 
Abigail, Gabriella and Brantley 
Dolanch, Dayja and Justin Li-
pari; his brother-in-law, Larry 
Scears of Houston; and several 
nieces and nephews.

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by 
his sister, Nancy Frantz.

At Bro. Frantz’s request, 
there were no public services. 
Private interment, with full 
military honors by the VFW 
Post 191 Honor Guard and the 
United States Marine Corps, 
was in the National Cemetery 
of the Alleghenies, Cecil 
Twp., Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Bro. 
Frantz’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

kAREN A. PINtAR
National Secretary/COO

dEAthS REPoRtEd
For the month of July 2022
   dAtE oF
LodGE NAmE dEAth CItY, StAtE
 A01 Deanna L. Fike 05-06-2022 Sewickley, Pa.
 A01 Angelo B. Galzarano 09-06-2021 Monaca, Pa.
 2 Maxine A. Brown    07-07-2022 Rockville, Ind.
 3 Ignatius Louis Pejack 05-15-2022 Knoxville, Tenn.
 3 Frank D. Gorchesky 04-20-2022 Johnstown, Pa.
 5 Valentine Zadnik 12-05-2021 Woodbridge, Va.
 5 Anne T. Link 01-13-2022 Charlotte, N.C.
 5 Dennis J. Cvelbar 06-04-2022 Concord Twp., Ohio
 6 David J. Westerman 04-20-2022 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 6 Joseph A. Smida 03-25-2022 Morgan, Pa.
 6 Gilbert J. Taylor 10-30-2021 Bridgeville, Pa.
 8 Patricia Kuhel 10-18-2020 Burley, Wash.
 31 David Hornicak 04-18-2022 Sharon, Pa.
 34 Leona Campagnoli 07-04-2022 Terre Haute, Ind.
 87 John J. Socklege 05-10-2022 Herminie, Pa.
 106 Glenn E. Tomazich 06-11-2022 Weirton, W.Va.
 106 Herman Peroni 10-10-2021 Imperial, Pa.
 106 Agnes P. Lesniak 07-01-2022 Oakdale, Pa.
 106 Edward J. Vietmeier 06-18-2022 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 113 Constance Poglajen 06-18-2022 Price, Utah
 138 Jayann Krantz-Hood 05-04-2022 Canonsburg, Pa.
 138 Veronica F. Cavalier 06-08-2022 Finleyville, Pa.
 138 William M. Progar 06-12-2022 Houston, Pa.
 207 Mary V. Morrow 02-23-2022 Alameda, Calif.
 218 Lawrence J. Yenko 01-30-2021 Pueblo, Colo.
 223 Charles D. Pinazza 05-21-2022 Greensburg, Pa.
 225 Margaret Taylor Scott 03-28-2022 Nevada, Mo.
 254 Barbara A. Krieger 10-04-2021 Johnstown, Pa.
 371 Frances Shelton 06-13-2022 Port Townsend, Wash.
 559 Wayne C. Hotko 06-20-2022 Noblesville, Ind.
 559 Lawrence C. Pyzik 12-19-2021 Palatine, Ill.
 576 Frank M. Glazer 06-01-2022 Euclid, Ohio
 581 Trey P. Anderson 06-15-2022 St. Marys, Pa.
 603 Robert L. Jones 08-06-2021 New Smyrna Beach, Fla.
 629 Kristen J. Kaylor 06-10-2022 Greensburg, Pa.
 665 Amelia P. Bunder 12-22-2021 Gibsonia, Pa.
 665 Margaret Rosenberger 05-09-2022 Mars, Pa.
 715 Ruth Grant 05-14-2022 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 715 Mike Yuricha 06-23-2022 Ellwood City, Pa.
 757 Antone C. Kokal 02-28-2022 Elk Ridge, Utah
 776 Anna Mae Mazzanti 05-19-2022 Ellwood City, Pa.
 800 George Kovacevich 04-17-2013 Greensburg, Pa.
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Happy 
New Year!

by MARTy KuMER
Lodge 715 President

UNIvERSAL, Pa. — It it January? No, 
it’s September, which always seems like a 
new year to me. It’s a new school year, and 
also the month of the Jewish New Year. The 
month of my birthday, my son’s birthday, 
and one of my grandson’s birthdays. New 
television series begin after the summer 
hiatus, and the new football also begins!

So let’s say it’s a grande finale of the 
year 2022. A year, like all others, that has 
had its highlights, as well as disappoint-
ments and some downright sorrows.

The SNPJ Convention was conducted 
recently, and we have reason to believe 

it will serve as a catalyst for invigorative 
leadership and new ideas for growth this 
year and in the coming years. We need 
to continue to ride the successful doings 
of the past and tweak them with practi-
cal solutions to deal with an ever faster 
changing world.

There is no excuse why something that 
should be done can’t be done. Progress is 
a must – we are only limited by will and 
imagination.

Let’s have fun while we grow. Rent 
more cabins to attend events at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, which can plan more 
fun events to attend. Lodge and family 
picnics and reunions – that’s part of being 
a fraternal organization. As Covid fades, 
more get-togethers can flourish.

Personally, I’m planning my third trip 
to Slovenia in September. I’m going with 
my son, Seph, and brother Jack’s grandson, 
Jack, and his stepbrother, Ryan. Three 
generations – we hope to have a blast! Our 

Slovenian cousins are most hospitable and 
loving, and they will probably host a great 
birthday celebration for me.

The scenery in Slovenia is breathtak-
ing. My first trip was my first visit to 
my grandfather’s farm of origin near 
the top of a mountain overlooking other 
mountains and valleys. Standing in the 
meadow reminded me of Julie Andrews 
running through the grass in “The Sound 
of Music.” So of course I ran through the 
meadow singing, “The hills are alive with 
the sound of music!”.

My Slovenian cousins thought I was 
nuts! I couldn’t help it, though. If you’ve 
never been to Slovenia – go!

Always an optimist, I expect the rest of 
the year to be better: economically, politi-
cally, socially! All it takes is more people, 
nationally and around the world, to come 
to their senses and realize that “what is 
good for all of us – is what is good for all 
of us!” Happy New Year!

by MARCIA KLANCER BLEGGI
Lodge 581 Secretary/Treasurer

St. MARYS, Pa. — The 
weekend of Sept. 16-18, from 
10 a.m. until 3 p.m., SNPJ 
Lodge 581 members will 
help register visitors who 
will be touring the St. Marys 
Historical Society. The SNPJ 
volunteers will also sell books, 
shirts, videos, and other mem-
orabilia at the Historical Soci-

ety. This open house is part of 
the St. Marys Fall Fest 2022. 
Historical Society volunteers 
will conduct tours and assist 
with genealogy research.

John Moore, Joe Rollick 
and Tammy Johnson will 
entertain during the McKean 
County Fair Senior Day on 
Sept. 19 at Wildcat Park in 
Ludlow, Pa. John Odonish and 
John Moore regularly entertain 

at the Ecumenical Home in 
Bradford, Pa.

During September, the 
North Central Pennsylvania 
Slovenian Polka Boosters 
will host two dances: the Bill 
Bevec Band at the Wildwoods 
on Sept. 4, and the Dick Tady 
Orchestra at the Kersey Fire-
men’s Club on Sept. 18. Both 
dances are scheduled from 2 
to 5 p.m. and are open to the 

public. Contact John and Pat 
Moore at (814) 837-9218.

The Lodge 581 fourth quar-
ter meeting will be held at the 
Kersey Firemen’s Club starting 
at 12:30 p.m. on Nov. 13. All 
Lodge members are encour-
aged to attend since election 
of Lodge officers will be held. 
Contact Marcia Klancer Bleggi 
at (814) 335-4983 for more 
information.

Lodge 581 members volunteering with St. Marys 
Historical Society for Fall Fest 2022 in September

hERItAGE CENtER
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of Slovenia the week of Oct. 
24-28; thus, plans are just 
being formulated. In the near 
future, Jure will be hosting 
a Zoom meeting with the 
chef to plan the menu. More 
information about the dinner 
will follow in the October 

PROSVETA issue.
SNPJ Heritage Center 

Committee member Tracey 
Belle will be chairing the 
dinner; she will be contact-
ing those who attended the 
dinner in February 2020. 
It promises to be another 
wonderful event that you 
don’t want to miss!

Heritage Center sets an 
Oct. date for Gostilna 
Chef Dinner in Imperial

Photo submitted by Anthony E. Snyder (776)

Just In Case He’d Forgotten?
SNPJ Lodge 776 Secretary EdWARd SNYdER got a 
surprise from his kids – Anthony, Michele, Andrea and 
Melissa – who had large letters placed in his yard on
March 24 to celebrate his 79th birthday. Among the 
message of congratulations were images of his favorite 
things: crossword puzzles, an accordion and, of course, 
“SNPJ.” Bro. Snyder is a former SNPJ National Board 
member and has served as secretary of Settlers Lodge 776 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center since 1976.

Important figures to consider...

29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

1-800-843-7675

!
If your coverage is over 5 years old,

contact SNPJ for a policy review.

by TONI THOMEy
Lodge 576 

CLEvELAND — Hello to all 
Spartans members. This has 
been a busy summer!

In July, many of us attended 
Slovenefest. It was so nice to 
see so many people we’ve 
missed these past few years. 
On behalf of the members 
and officers of Lodge 576, 
we would like to congratulate 
Miss SNPJ 2023 Madison 
Sinan. We wish you the best 
during your reign!

August was a busy month 
for us as well. On Aug. 7 the 
Spartans Lodge hosted our an-
nual picnic at the SNPJ Farm 
in Kirtland, Ohio. This year 
we added a balinca tourna-
ment in honor of the late and 
great Lou “Dr. Slivo” Novak.  
Unfortunately, due to the lovely 
weather we had to cancel the 

tournament.
We would like to thank 

everyone who entered the tour-
nament, made a donation, and 
enjoyed the picnic. We would 
also like to thank the amazing 
Ron Likovic & Friends for 
entertaining us that afternoon.  
It was so exciting to have a few 
special guests join in. Thank 
you, Patty Candela and Joe 
Novak, for jamming with the 
band – what a treat that was!  

Thank you as well to all our 
volunteers who helped that day, 
from the kitchen to the bar, to 
the basket drawings and the 
50/50 card drawing. Each and 
every one of you made this day! 
We even had a few former Miss 
SNPJs helping us out. Thank 
you, Lauren, Kara and Carol.

I want to congratulate all 
of our winners. A special con-
gratulations to Renee Rowe, 

who was the lucky winner 
of the Maker’s Mark bottle 
donated in memory of Lou 
Novak. Renee is Lou’s niece, 
and its wonderful that you will 
have this to remember Lou.

The picnic was a very bitter-
sweet day, for sure. A few days 
prior, we said goodbye to my 
mother and former Spartans 
Lodge officer and member 
Patricia Novak. We know that 
she is now at peace and enjoy-
ing some great company with 
those who have gone before 
her, especially the love of her 
life, Lou Novak.

In addition to the picnic, 
three Lodge officers, Karen 
Novak, Linda Gorjup and 
Donna Sebusch, had the honor 
to represent the Spartans 
Lodge at the SNPJ Quadrennial 
Convention held at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center on Aug. 

15. Thank you so much for 
attending. The Convention is 
so important to the well-being 
of the SNPJ.

As we’re now looking for-
ward to closing out the year, 
please save the date for our 
annual casino bus trip. This 
year we will be heading to 
Toledo, Ohio, to visit The Hol-
lywood Casino, making a stop 
at the famous Tony Packo’s, on 
Saturday, Nov. 19. For more 
information or to reserve your 
seat, please reach out to Karen 
Novak at (216) 965-3181.

There is no Spartans Lodge 
meeting scheduled in Septem-
ber, but we will reconvene at 
Dino’s on Monday, Oct. 17. 
The meeting will start at 6 
p.m. Please reach out to me at 
(216) 744-4710 if you will be 
attending the meeting/dinner 
so we can reserve the space.

Annual casino bus trip back on the Spartans Lodge 576 calendar in Nov.

At the Spartans Lodge 576 annual picnic held in August at the 
SNPJ Farm, Renee Rowe (pictured with Michael Passarello) 
was the winner of the bottle of Maker’s Mark whiskey donated 
in memory of Bro. Louis J. Novak.

NAtIoNAL SNPj dAYS
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The 2022 SNPJ National 
Men’s Balina Tournament will 
start Sunday morning, and 
the 2022 National Bean Bag 
Toss Tournament will begin 
at 2 p.m. Entry forms for all 

national tournaments held 
during Labor Day weekend 
are available on our website, 
snpj.org, or by contacting the 
tournament secretaries.

On Sunday afternoon, a 
free dance is scheduled in 
the Heritage Pavilion from 

1 to 7 p.m. in celebration of 
National SNPJ Days. The 
crowd-pleasing entertainment 
will feature the Joe Grkman 
Orchestra and Klancnik & 
Friends. The entertainment 
for the National SNPJ Days 
dance is sponsored by the 

SNPJ Heritage Center.
Sunday afternoon activity 

will also include games for the 
children, so be sure to bring 
the entire family to the SNPJ 
Recreation Center the week-
end of Sept. 2-4 to celebrate 
National SNPJ Days.

Join in the fun of National SNPJ Days in September

Summer over, Loyalites members ready for autumn
by DANIELLA VOLPE
Lodge 158 Treasurer

EUCLID, Ohio — Hello, 
everyone. We hope the end of 
summer treated you well, and 
hopefully if you have kids in 
school, the grunts and groans 
were kept to a minimum. 
While summer is gone and the 
temperatures are dropping, that 
doesn’t mean that the Loyalites 
are done having fun!

First off, we have some 
members to recognize, in-
cluding Anna Adams, who 
recently turned 98 and is now 
an 80-year SNPJ member. 
Next, we have a birthday – Miss 
Charlotte O’Donnell will be 
celebrating on Sept. 15. Finally, 
yours truly, Lodge Treasurer 
Daniella Volpe, earned her 
associate degree in business 
management and a certificate 
in office communications from 
Lakeland Community College.

Someone else we would like 
to mention is the late Eileen 
Markusic. Eileen passed away 
earlier this year, but she was 
a large part of our Lodge for 
many years and we would like 

to recognize all of her efforts. 
She served as our sergeant-at-
arms for many years and was 
always quick to “shush” some-
one when the debates during 
our monthly Lodge meetings 
started to get a little too heated. 
She could easily be described 
as “tiny, but mighty.”

Although she may have 
“won” our drawings a little too 
frequently since she was the 
one who facilitated the draw-
ings, she is certainly missed, 
and her spunk and dedication to 
Lodge 158 will be remembered 
fondly by all who knew her.

In the last few years of her 
life she moved down to Texas to 
live with her son, and on Aug. 
13 he hosted a celebration of 
life for Eileen and all of her 
Cleveland friends at her origi-
nal residence in Richmond 
Heights, Ohio. Everyone at-
tending had great time, sharing 
stories and remembering our 
feisty little Eileen.

While it’s not a Lodge event, 
we would like to mention that 
the SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, 
Ohio, is bringing back their 

popular Halloween party, the 
Harvest Masquerade Ball, this 
year. This event was enjoyed by 
so many and has surely been 
missing from everyone’s fall 
calendar for far too long.

That having been said, 
please visit the SNPJ Farm 
Facebook page for more in-

formation about this event that 
will be held on Oct. 29. Details 
on tickets can be found online 
or through Don Srnick.

As always, we send our 
thoughts and prayers to all of 
our ill and deceased members 
and their families during these 
difficult times.

In August, Eileen Markusic’s son, Steve Godec, hosted a 
celebration of her life at her former residence in Richmond
Heights, Ohio. [From left] SNPJ members GREG VoLPE (158), 
StEVE GodEC (158), NANCY VUChINICh (158), 
PAULINE bARbISh (604) and jUNE SLAPNIk (576) were 
among those in attendance.
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SNPj membership Anniversaries 
September 2022

 Lodge member
 2 Ellen M. Dobrich
 3 Mary E. Znidarsic
 5 Pamela J. Rable
 6 Jeffrey L. Yopek
 6 Linda A. Campbell
 6 Janet L. Wolcutt
 8 Laurence R. Kuhel
 31 Susan L. Earl
 41 Joseph L. Pytlak
 41 William J. Torok
 87 Annette K. Stolze
 107 Kathleen J. Niggli
 107 Lisandra K. Dufay
 138 Joseph C. Meny
 138 Lawrence L. Liptak
 174 Karen A. Zakraysek
 216 Michaele K. Saula
 218 Joseph M. Bertron
 225 Lonnie L. Lipoglav
 254 Joyce L. Bevc

 Lodge member
 304 Kim A. Northrop
 371 Dennis M. Johnson
 564 Marlene Zornik
 584 Nancy J. Fatticci
 603 Joseph C. Martucci
 604 Janice L. Weiss
 677 Dianne V. Bernick
 715 Darlene Hravatic
 715 Marlene M. Huston
 723 Diane M. Curiel
 723 Judith A. Umeck
 770 Rose M. Carlin
 776 John W. Fox
 776 Howard C. Leslie
 776 Robert S. Bernard
 776 Randy Scilla
 776 Eleanor P. Bernard
 A01 Cynthia Jakoby
 A18 Norman L. Reyome

50-Year members

 Lodge member
 2 Robert C. Davis
 5 Carol J. Bene
 6 Diana Horne
 87 Michael R. Matich
 89 Russell J. Orenchuk
 153 Patricia A. Porterfield
 218 Geraldine Abbott
 223 Thomas Orsinger
 223 Jane F. Miller

 Lodge member
 254 William G. Malinovsky
 265 Gerald A. Liggitt
 584 Anthony R. Burger
 584 Gail F. Clark
 604 Diane Matuszewski
 689 Judy A. Zaccaria
 749 Dennis A. Loushe
 A02 Marianne G. Dunn

60-Year members

 Lodge member
 2 Marilyn M. Resetich
 31 Joan R. Grumski
 120 Dolores J. Michutka
 138 Louis Hlad
 158 Frank J. Brancely

 Lodge member
 576 Florence J. Vicente
 584 Marlene F. Burn
 715 Marian L. Nixon
 715 Martin F. Kumer

70-Year members

80-Year members
 Lodge member
 723 Sophie F. Tidstrom

PRoSVEtA Crossword
Football (#0922) by StatePoint Media

ACRoSS
1. *Sports analyst,
  ex-wide receiver Randy
5. Dashboard acronym
8. *Depth of an end zone,
  in yards
11. Fencing blade
12. Weight not charged for
13. young hog
15. Witnessed
16. Aroma
17. Nary a soul
18. *Line of ____
20. Spanish earthen pot
21. Pinocchio and the like
22. Bean house
23. Antonym of descent
26. Cycle taxi
30. Greek “t”
31. 50-50
34. Not happening
35. Newbies
37. Bert Bobbsey’s twin
38. Like a neon sign
39. “Clueless” catch phrase
40. Not a desktop
42. Metal-bearing mineral
43. “Chim Chim Cher-ee” setting
45. Relating to nose
47. Actors’ group
48. Sink hole

50. Golf club handle
52. *3-point score
56. Make a canyon, e.g.
57. Not written
58. Racing sled
59. *“Purple People ____” song,
  inspiration for Vikings
  defensive line name
60. Like H. C. Andersen’s 
 duckling
61. Poet Pound
62. *AFC counterpart
63. Dreaming stage of sleep
64. Daytime entertainment

doWN
1. Hodgepodge
2. Oil cartel
3. Palm reader, e.g.
4. Old and mentally infirm
5. Weather-related 
 Doppler tool
6. Programs, for short
7. Insignificant
8. Hammer or sickle
9. Europe’s highest volcano
10. Born, in bio
12. Marinara fruit
13. Ornamental hair net

14. *Grabbing penalty
19. Breath freshener
22. *Pre-game encouragement
23. Rose oil
24. One’s assertion
25. Collectible in a cabinet
26. *Fourth down option
27. Colonoscopy tract
28. Ancient assembly area
29. B in IBS
32. *Start of a football play
33. Goo on a trunk
36. *Scrimmage-related penalty
38. Plant louse
40. yule firewood
41. By word of mouth
44. Candle shape
46. English in Spanish
48. Mourner’s song
49. Camelot, to Arthur
50. Tennis great Steffi
51. College officer-training prog.
52. *Number of downs to get 
  a first down
53. Anis-flavored aperitif
54. Site of Taj Mahal
55. *Lambeau Field jump
56. Poetic “even”

the solution to puzzle #0922 will 
run in the oct. 3 issue.

© StatePoint Media
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by JOHN MLAKAR
Lodge 745 Secretary

SACRAMENtO — This past June, Lodge 
745 hosted a wine tasting and luncheon event 
at Pescatore Winery, a small, family-owned 
vineyard located in the Sierra foothills about 
30 miles east of Sacramento.

It was a beautiful day, with perfect tem-
peratures in the 60’s and 70’s. Attendance 
was also good, with both SNPJ members and 
non-members. We were fortunate to have Or-
ange Coast Lodge 786 members attend. Ken 
and Teresa Koci from Laguna Niguel, Calif., 
as well as Jeanne Obenchain from San Diego, 
drove over 400 miles to attend.

Our SNPJ Region 6 Vice President, Fred 
Mlakar, also joined us. Fred flew into Sac-
ramento that weekend after spending time in 
Virginia with his new – and first – grandchild, 
Hannah. Congratulations to Fred, and to his 
daughter and son-in-law, Natalie and Avi Ber-
stock, on their new family addition. A special 
thank you goes out to all Lodge 786 members 
who traveled so far to support our event.

Everyone was able to taste Pescatore’s Cali-
fornia State Fair award-winning Barbera and 
Petite Sirah, as well as several other delicious 
varietals. Out on the winery deck overlook-
ing the vineyard, music was provided by Fred 
Mlakar on the piano accordion, Joe Mlakar on 
the banjo and John Mlakar on the button box 
accordion. It was definitely a good day.

Our Lodge has also been getting into 
community service by donating blood and 
volunteering for the California State Parks. 
Joe and John Mlakar have collectively donated 
a total of six pints of blood so far this year to 
Vitalant, our Sacramento-area blood bank.

The California State Park volunteer team ap-
preciated the help of Lodge 745 youth members 
Nathaniel and Maren Miller, as well as Lucille 
and John Mlakar, for coming out on July 5 to 
pick up trash at the Folsom Lake picnic grounds.  
The park was littered with trash following the 
Independence Day celebrations.

It’s a shame that folks cannot pick up after 
themselves; however, the park was left free 
of unsightly garbage and a large pile of filled 
trash bags to be hauled away.

Lodge 745 June wine tasting a delicious event

SNPJ Lodge 745 members and guests enjoyed the hospitality (and the view!)
of the Pescatore Winery during a wine tasting luncheon held in June.

On July 5, Lodge 
745 youth members 
NAthANIEL and 
mAREN mILLER 
helped collect trash 
at the Folsom Lake 
picnic grounds 
following the 
Independence Day 
celebrations.

SNPj heritage Center donations
for the period May 2021-July 2022
Estate of Mary Ann Buechner (107), 
deceased .............................................. $2,254.37

The following donations were made
in memory of Sis. Veronica Progar (138):

Theodore D. Hervol and Nancy Scott,
Canonsburg, Pa. ........................................... $100
James Lavrich (138), Bryan, Ohio .................. $50
Mary L. Progar, Ed Progar, Kathleen Anderson
and family (138), Canonsburg, Pa. ................. $50

Agnes DeJohn (138), Washington, Pa. .......... $30
Anthony J. Progar Jr. (138),
Burgettstown, Pa. ........................................... $30
Mary L. Bier, Houston, Pa. ............................. $25
Jan, John and Anna Tilisky,
Willoughby, Ohio ............................................ $25

The following donations were made
in memory of Bro. William M. Progar (138):

James Lavrich (138), Bryan, Ohio .................. $50
Mary L. Progar, Ed Progar, Kathleen Anderson 
and family (138), Canonsburg, Pa. ................. $50
Anthony J. Progar Jr. (138),
Burgettstown, Pa. ........................................... $30
Agnes DeJohn (138), Washington, Pa. .......... $25
Mary L. Bier, Houston, Pa. ............................. $25

SNPj Scholarship Fund donations
for the months of June-July 2022
Mary Lou Flere (643), McDonald, Ohio ........ $200
In memory of Louis and Mary A. Flere Jr., Louis P. 
Flere III, Kenneth J. Flere and Mary T. Utsinger

SNPJ Delavec Lodge 8, Chicago ................. $100
In memory of Edward P. Kovack

John & Sue (8) Simpson, Joliet, Ill. ................. $50
In memory of Edward P. Kovack

Margaret (749) & Sam White,
Wellsburg, W.Va. ............................................ $50
In memory of Dorothy Ujcic Pietro and 
Rose Ujcic Mihm (665)

SNPJ Lodge 31, Sharon, Pa. ......................... $40
In memory of Michael P. Walker
SNPJ Lodge 31, Sharon, Pa. ......................... $40
In memory of deceased member David Hornicak
Pauline Barbish (604), Willowick, Ohio ........... $25
In memory of William M. Progar

You can help SNPJ save: 
read PROSVETA online
IMPERIAL, Pa. — In 
an effort to curb continu-
ally escalating postage rates, 
PROSVETA is asking all 
SNPJ members to evaluate 
the need of receiving the 
newspaper in its printed 
format. We’re also asking all 
members to provide us with 
an active e-mail address, 
and to consider receiving 
an e-mail link to the online 
PROSVETA issues.

There are numerous bene-
fits to receiving PROSVETA 
online. First of all, the issues 
are posted to the SNPJ web-
site, snpj.org, a week or so 
prior to the publication date 
– no more waiting around for 
delivery. 

Secondly, archived is-
sues are also available on 
the website. Click on the 
PROSVETA archive link 
and you’ll have years worth 

of PROSVETA issues at your 
fingertips. 

Third, and most impor-
tantly, by selecting to re-
ceive a PROSVETA e-mail 
reminder, you can help SNPJ 
save thousands of dollars 
in postage and printing ex-
penses each year.

So what’s your first step to 
helping PROSVETA whittle 
away at mounting expenses? 
Send us your e-mail address. 
Simply e-mail pcushman@
snpj.com and include your 
name and the e-mail address 
at which you would like 
to receive the online issue 
reminder. 

Still not sure? Do your-
self a favor: Pay a visit to 
https://snpj.org/member-
ship/prosveta-publication/ 
and see for yourself the 
conveniences offered by the 
online PROSVETA issues.


