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The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are Jan. 2, 2023, and Feb. 1, 2023. All 
material must be received by noon on 
Monday, Dec. 12, for the Jan. 2 issue, 
and by Monday, Jan. 16, for the Feb. 
1 issue. If you’re concerned about 
making the deadline, send an e-mail 
to prosveta@snpj.com or submit your 
material via the publications area of 
our website, snpj.org.

THE
DEADLINE

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office will be closed on Wednesday, Dec. 
21, and remain closed through Dec. 26 for 
Christmas. The Home Office will also be 
closed on Friday, Dec. 30, for the New 
Year’s holidays. Normal office hours, 8 
a.m. until 5 p.m., will be in effect Dec. 
27-29, and starting again on Jan. 2, 2023. 
Happy holidays from all of us at the SNPJ 
Home Office!

Home Office schedule 
for the holiday season

from the SNPJ Home Office staff

bro. JAmES L. CURL (6)
• 1938 – 2022 •

The Society mourns the passing of SNPJ Region 2 
Vice President Bro. James L. Curl

SEE bro. JAmES L. CURL
ON PAgE 8

Veronica Grace morris
Born July 20, 2021

helper, Utah, Lodge 689
SNPJ Lodge 689 welcomes newest mem-
ber Veronica grace Morris. Veronica is the 
daughter of Chas and Emily Morris of Dallas, 
and the granddaughter of Shelly Morris, all 
Lodge 689 members. She is welcomed by 
big brother William grant; sister Juliette 
Rose; and great-uncle and aunt Dave and 
gaye Babcock, president and secretary, 
respectively, of Helper Lodge 689. We wel-
come Veronica to the Society and extend 
our best wishes to her entire family.

ORAngE COunty, Calif. — Lodge 
786 will kick off 2023 with a business 
meeting and potluck social on Sunday, Jan. 
15, starting at noon at the home of Ken 
and Teresa Koci. The main dish will be 
provided, along with beverages; potluck 
of appetizers and side dishes are welcome.

Developing a list of events and meet-
ing/social dates for the new year will be 
among our discussions. There is a lot 
to plan as we get back to normal, post-
pandemic. All ideas are welcome to have 
a strong 2023! And, of course, we always 
try to mix in some fun with the business. 
Come join us in January! Please RSVP 
to Teresa by e-mailing tkoci@cox.net or 
phoning (949) 246-1983.

tERESA KoCI
Lodge 786 Secretary/Treasurer

Lodge 786 discussing
activities at Jan. meeting

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — SNPJ mourns the Oct. 15, 
2022, passing of SNPJ Region 2 Vice President 
and former longtime SNPJ Lodge 6 Secretary 
Bro. James L. “Jim” Curl, 84.

Bro. Curl was born April 29, 1938, in 
Beadling, Pa., and resided in Carnegie and, 
more recently, in Oakdale, Pa. 

After graduating from Mt. Lebanon High 
School in 1956, Jim worked with his father, 
Louis Curl, in his heating and roofing business. 
He then began a 27-year career, retiring in 1990, 
as a bus driver for Port Authority Transit, work-
ing the “swing shift” driving buses and trollies, 
and even operating the Duquesne Incline for a 
short time. Jim also served in the Air National 
Guard for 10 years.

Jim’s service to the Society stretched 
over a period of seven decades. A member 
of SNPJ Lodge 6 in Sygan, Pa., he served as 
Lodge treasurer from 1983-1987 before being 
elected Lodge 6 president in 1988, serving from 
1988-1992 and again from 1994-1995. From 
1996-2021 he served as Lodge 6 secretary/
treasurer, and during that time was recognized 
as a top sales agent for SNPJ, enrolling many 
new members.

He also served as treasurer of the SNPJ 
English Speaking Federation of Western Pa. 
Lodges from 1989-1991 and as the Lodge 6 
events coordinator, and was instrumental in 
much of the rebuilding of the SNPJ Lodge 6 
Hall following a devastating fire in 1982.

Prior to the relocation of the SNPJ Home 
Office to Imperial, Jim was employed as SNPJ 
Recreation Center Director from 1991-1992, and 
served on the SNPJ Recreation Center Commit-
tee from 2003 until his passing.

Bro. Curl was first elected to the SNPJ Na-
tional Board during the 23rd Regular Convention 
held in 1986, serving as Region 3 Director from 
1987-1990. He was re-elected during the 1990 
Convention, serving as Region 3 Vice President 
from 1991-1992. 

Following a six-year break, Jim returned to 
the SNPJ National Board in 1999, serving as 
Region 3 Vice President from 1999-2006, then 
as Region 2 Vice President from 2007 until 
formally announcing his retirement from the 
Board in August 2022 during the Society’s 32nd 
Regular Convention. In total, Bro. Curl served 
on the SNPJ National Board for 30 years as a 
Regional Director/Regional Vice President and 
was recognized for his many years of service 
during the 2022 SNPJ Convention.

Jim enjoyed promoting the SNPJ, his Slove-
nian heritage and polka music throughout his 
life. He was a founding member of the Western 
Pennsylvania SNPJ Button Box Club, and the 

by JEANNETTE HuMPHREy
Lodge 603

SAMSuLA, Fla. — SNPJ Lodge 603 in beauti-
ful downtown Samsula is hosting the Samsula 
Christmas Parade on Saturday, Dec. 10. The 
parade will start at the Lodge 603 Hall at 3 
p.m., travel along Samsula Drive to the parking 
lot at the Frank Luznar property located at SR 
44, then return to the Lodge hall.

The theme for this year’s parade is “Christ-
mas On the Farm,” and the parade will be open 
to floats driven by a tractor or farm truck. Four-
wheelers, tractors, farm trucks and golf carts 
will also be included. The parade is under the 
direction of Nancy Bass, Rhee Goinera and 

Christmas Parade launches the holidays at Lodge 603
Shane Miller.

After the parade returns to the Lodge hall, 
a lasagna dinner will be available and Cindy 
Griswold will have the hall bar open for business.  

Youth Circle 57 will be hosting their annual 
Christmas program and party the following 
weekend, Saturday, Dec. 17, starting at 6 p.m. 
After the program, Santa Claus will be making 
his annual visit to the Lodge 603 Hall.

If you would like your child/children to re-
ceive a gift from the jolly gent, purchase, wrap 
and mark the child’s name on the gift and place 
it under the Lodge hall Christmas tree prior to 
Santa’s arrival.

Thanks are extended to Joe Benedict who 

taught the Circle members how to make guava 
jelly last month. Jars of jelly are available for 
purchase for $5 each to benefit the Youth Circle 
treasury. Joe is a former Lodge 603 president.

The Samsula Woman’s Club will host its an-
nual Christmas Craft Show from 8 a.m. until 2 
p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 3. The public is welcome 
to attend. The women will have breakfast and 
lunch available from the kitchen.

Ella Adle is currently serving as president 
of the Samsula Woman’s Club. Cindy Griswold 
is in charge of the setup inside and outside in 
the parking lot.

SEE SAmSULA PARAdE
ON PAgE 14

SEE GoStILNA ChEf dINNER
ON PAgE 14

follow SNPJ on 
facebook!

Make snpj.org 
your first stop for 

SNPJ information 
on the go. 

Scan the code 
to get started.

by JOAN gASPERSIC (138)
SNPJ Heritage Center Committee

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Heritage Center 
was happy to bring back the Gostilna Chef Din-
ner series after a two-and-half year hiatus. Our 
most recent dinner was held  Oct. 27 at Imperial 
Lodge 106. This was the fourth in a series of 
dinners prepared by visiting chefs from differ-
ent regions of Slovenia. The previous dinners 
featured chefs from the Prekmurje, Štajerska 
and Dolenjska regions.

Our visiting chefs for the October dinner were 
from Fudo, a restaurant in Maribor, which is in 
the Štajerska region. Fudo has been described 
as a casual dining establishment with a main 
focus on the quality of food they serve. They 
create an innovative cuisine with ingredients 
that are fresh and organically grown.

Preparing our food were Simona Zdovc, 

October Gostilna Chef Dinner 
presents Štajerska regional cuisine

owner and chef; and Robi Breznik, head chef. 
The chefs created a multi-course meal that was 
delicious! It started with a cold appetizer of 
beef tongue in flavorful sauce, garnished with 
hard-boiled egg. The meal continued with a 
hot potato and leek soup, with fresh bread and 
butter to accompany. 

The main course was pork tenderloin filet 
in gravy, served with cheese-and-herb štruklji 
and a puree of seasonal butternut squash. The 
meal wrapped up with a dessert of freshly-baked 
apple strudel topped with a sweet glaze made 
with white chocolate. A white Chardonnay 
wine from the Štajerska region of Slovenia and 
a red Merlot blend from France complemented 
the meal.

Prior to the meal, button box music performed 
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Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?

2023
• FEB. 17-19 ..... SNPJ Winter Classic Bowling 

Tournament co-hosted by Sygan, Pa., 
Lodge 6 and Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138. 

• FEB. 24-25 ..... Florida SNPJ Days hosted by 
Samsula, Fla., Lodge 603.

• MAY 6-7 ......SNPJ National Bowling Tournament 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. games will be bowled at 
Colonial Lanes, New Castle, Pa.

• MAY 27 .......CAL Don gorjup golf Open at Roll-
ing green golf Course, Huntsburg, Ohio. 
For information contact Rick gorjup at 
(440) 354-5001 or (440) 773-3233.

• JUNE 16-18 ... SNPJ young Adult Conference at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. For registration and event 
details contact the SNPJ Home Office 
at 1-800-843-7675.

• JULY 7-9 ........ The 40th Slovenefest and the 
65th Miss SNPJ Pageant at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. For more information 
phone the Recreation Center toll-free at 
1-877-767-5732.

• JULY 30-AUG. 5 .... Family Week at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, 
Pa. For additional information phone 
the SNPJ Recreation Center toll-free at 
1-877-767-5732.

• SEPT. 1-3 ...... National SNPJ Days weekend at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of 
SNPJ, Pa. For details phone the SNPJ 
Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-767-
5732 or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

finance Committee:
Robert  Lawrence, Secretary
Joseph C. Evanish
Roger C. Clifford, Chairman – 568 

Lang Rd., Sewickley, PA 15143 
Kenneth Anderson – 2400 Derby Rd., 

Birmingham, MI 48009
Richard hervol – 183 Wylie Ave., 
 Strabane, PA 15363

Audit Committee:
Joanna L. baker, Chairwoman – 301
 Cactus Rd., gallup, NM 87301
Vincent baselj – 1001 grandview Ave., 

Apt. 903, Bridgeville, PA 15017
Kenneth J. Zakraysek – 106 Queens
 Row, P.O. Box 137, Elton, PA 15934

Regional Vice Presidents:
Region 1: maurice m. Sinan Jr. – 116 
 Shady Oak Dr., Cranberry Twp., PA
 16066
Region 3: donald f. Srnick – 29254
 Chardon Rd., Willoughby Hills, OH
 44092
Region 4: tracey Anderson – 1014
 Edgewood Dr., Royal Oak, MI 

48067
Region 5: Justina Rigler – 1116 

Berkley Ln., Lemont, IL 60439
Region 6: fred mlakar – 13592 

Onkayha Cir., Irvine, CA 92620

SNPJ Recreation Center
270 martin Road

Enon Valley, PA 16120
(724) 336-5180 • fax (724) 336-6716

toll-free: 1-877-767-5732
website: www.snpjrec.com
e-mail: snpj@snpjrec.com

fraternal director
SNPJ is accepting resumes for the part-time position of Fraternal Director for 
the administration, management and oversight of SNPJ athletic tournaments 
and fraternal programs. Some duties can be completed remotely; however, 
several of the programs (approximately six) are weekend activities that require 
in-person oversight. Much of the work is administrative in nature.
This position promotes and administers the following SNPJ programs:
•	 SNPJ	 Athletic	 Tournaments	 (National	 Bowling,	 National	 Golf,	 National	
Balina,	National	Bean	Bag,	Winter	Classic	Bowling,	Fall	Classic	Bowling,	
CAL	Don	Gorjup	Golf,	Family	Twosome	Bowling),	working	with	tournament	
secretaries,	volunteers	and	the	SNPJ	National	Athletic	Board

•	 Young	Adult	Conference
•	 Miss	SNPJ	Pageant
•	 SNPJ	TEL	Workshop
•	 Youth	Circles/youth	activities
•	 Slovenefest	children’s	games
•	 SNPJ	Lodge	Bonus	Program
•	 Regional	Fraternal	Activities
•	 Communication	with	SNPJ	Lodge	secretaries	on	special	activities
Position Requirements:
•	 Familiarity	with	SNPJ	programs	helpful
•	 Effective	communication	and	presentation	skills,	including	virtual	
 communication
•	 Experience	with	event	planning	and	administration
•	 Good	administrative	skills	necessary
•	 Proficiency	in	Microsoft	software	(Office,	Word,	Excel,	etc.)
Compensation (part-time position):
•	 To	be	determined	by	qualifications	and	experience

Forward resume and letter of interest to:
Joseph C. Evanish, National President/CEO

Slovene National benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road

Imperial, PA 15126
fax: (724) 695-1555

e-mail: snpjjobs@snpj.com

SNPJ home office Position Available

[From left] Lilly Johnson, Hailey Johnson, Jennifer Johnson and Lodge 518 
President IRENE KoVAC display several of the 30 scarves they crocheted 
and knitted as participants in the Operation gratitude “Handmade with 
Love” project.

by BILL KRzISNIK
Lodge 518 Secretary/Treasurer

MELvIndALE, Mich. — Lodge 
518 sponsored a volunteer event 
supporting the Operation Gratitude 
“Handmade with Love” project by 
creating 30 crocheted and knitted 
scarves to be placed in care packages 
for our troops.

Lodge President Irene Kovac led 

this project, and was joined by local 
teenagers learning to crochet. The 
teens are eager to participate again 
next year.

Operation Gratitude is a nation-
wide non-profit dedicated to provid-
ing Americans with opportunities 
for hands-on volunteerism in support 
of the military, veterans and first 
responders.

Lodge 518 needlework project
a craft “Handmade with Love”

SNPJ National President/CEO JoSEPh C. EVANISh [center] served 
as guest speaker during the Annual Luncheon as SNPJ Comets Lodge 715
recognized [from left] 70-year member Bro. mARtY KUmER, 50-year 
member Sis. mILdREd “millie” SAmSA, 50-year member Sis. mELANIE 
bAdEN, 70-year member Sis. mARIAN “mamie” NIXoN, and 60-year 
member Sis. EVELYN “Evie” KUmER.

by PATTI EVANISH
Lodge 715 Secretary

unIvERSAL, Pa. — Members 
and guests who attended the Comets 
Lodge 715 Annual Luncheon on 
Saturday, Oct. 22, at Palmieri’s Res-
taurant in Plum, Pa., enjoyed a great 
afternoon as we honored our longtime 
members from 2020, 2021 and 2022. 

We paid tribute to the following: 
50-year members Melanie Baden and 
Mildred “Millie” Samsa; 60-year 
members Evelyn “Evie” Kumer; and 
70-year members Marian “Mamie” 
Nixon and our own Comets Lodge 
president, Marty Kumer.

The event began with an informal 
meet and greet, then a delicious buffet 
lunch. This was followed by Jamie 

Evanish providing wonderful remarks 
about each of our honorees, along with 
the presentation of a bottle of Slove-
nian wine to each. Genuine stories 
and many laughs were shared by all.

Although Alison Evanish, a 50-
year member, was unable to attend, 
she provided a heartfelt message that 
was shared aloud.

We’d like to thank SNPJ National 
President/CEO Joe Evanish for be-
ing our guest speaker. Of course, a 
big thanks to those who spent the 
afternoon with us reflecting on what 
SNPJ fraternalism is all about.

We send our thoughts and prayers 
to all members for a happy and healthy 
holiday, and we wish everyone a happy 
New Year!

Comets Lodge 715 extends
honors during Oct. luncheon

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Does the SNPJ have 
your current e-mail address?

The SNPJ Home Office periodically sends 
out e-mails to advertise the many benefits 
we offer our members. You can also receive 
information about our fraternal programs, 
athletic tournaments, and product and annuity 
updates through e-mail.

In order to receive this information, we 
need your current e-mail address. If we don’t 
have your e-mail address, we ask that you send 
an e-mail to the Home Office addressed to 
pcushman@snpj.com. We will then be able 
to update your contact information.

We try to keep in touch with all of our 
members as often as possible, and this is a 
very cost-efficient and timely way to deliver 
information.

Keep your e-mail
address with 
SNPJ up to date
and stay in touch

by MARCIA KLANCER BLEggI
Lodge 581 Secretary/Treasurer

St. MARyS, Pa. — Lodge 581 
encourages members to attend the 
Christmas party co-sponsored by 
Lodge 581 and the North Central 
Pennsylvania Slovenian Polka 
Boosters on Sunday, Dec. 18, at 
the Kersey Firemen’s Hall from 
2 to 6 p.m.

Any SNPJ Lodge 581 member 
who is attending the party/dance 
for the first time will receive a 
$10 discount as if he or she is a 
Polka Boosters member. Members 
will pay $15; non-members will 
pay $25.

Lodge 581 members reside 
primarily in the area of St. Marys; 
however, members are from more 
than 50 towns, including Buffalo, 
N.Y.; Washington, D.C.; Florida; 
Pittsburgh; and parts of Canada. 
Check your SNPJ records to see 

if you are a Lodge 581 member.
The party promises to be a fun 

time. Each person brings a gift for 
the Chinese auction. The entrance 
fee covers a buffet turkey dinner 
with homemade desserts, and cof-
fee and water. Other drinks will be 
available for purchase at the bar. 
Entertainment will feature the Bill 
Bevc Band from Warren, Ohio.

If you’re looking for a wonder-
ful time, make your reservation 
by Sunday, Dec. 11, by calling 
Pat and John Moore at (814) 837-
9218. If you are not a member 
of the Polka Boosters, be sure to 
identify yourself as a member of 
SNPJ Lodge 581 to receive your 
special discount.

Where else can you get a great 
meal and a gift, and enjoy an af-
ternoon of dancing for $15?

Plans for 2023 include our first 
meeting of the year on Feb. 5, 

2023, at Wildwoods in St. Marys 
starting at 12:30 p.m.

If you have any questions, con-
tact Lodge Secretary/Treasurer 
Marcia Klancer Bleggi at (814) 
335-4983.

St. Marys Lodge 581 slates combined 
holiday party with NCP Polka Boosters
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Slovene National benefit Society National board minutes
Meetings held July 6, 2022, via conference call,

and Aug. 14, 2022, at the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa.

NAtIoNAL PRESIdENt’S REPoRt
CONTINuES NEXT COLuMN

NAtIoNAL PRESIdENt’S REPoRt
CONTINuES NEXT COLuMN

NAtIoNAL SECREtARY’S REPoRt
CONTINuES NEXT PAgE

National President’s Report
August 2022
Fraternal	greetings,	Brothers	and	Sisters.	Welcome	to	our	semiannual	
meeting	as	we	report	and	discuss	the	operation	of	our	Society.	We	
look forward to a positive and informative meeting with a successful 
exchange of ideas for the benefit of the SNPJ.
This	is	the	year	of	the	Society’s	32nd	Quadrennial	Convention	which	
takes	place	on	Aug.	15	at	the	SNPJ	Recreation	Center.	This	has	
been	a	busy	period	preparing	for	the	Convention.	Lodge	delegate	
elections	took	place	in	March	and	April.	The	Convention	committees	
were	 appointed	 thereafter.	 The	 Convention	 Bylaws/Resolutions/
Compensation	Committee	met	via	teleconference	on	June	27-28	
to	do	their	pre-Convention	work.
Attorney	Todd	Martin	worked	with	the	Board	in	March	on	bylaws	
recommended	changes.	The	Board	approved	to	send	the	proposed	
changes	to	 the	Convention	Bylaws	Committee	for	consideration.		
Attorney	Martin	provided	a	Board	education	seminar	on	fraternal	
branding and governance trends in the fraternal benefit system, 
among other topics.
The Society was saddened by the passing former National Secre-
tary	Grace	Doerk.	She	was	an	active	SNPJ	member	with	Chicago	
Lodge	559	 since	 childhood.	Grace	 started	working	at	 the	SNPJ	
Home	Office	in	1973.	She	was	elected	National	Assistant	Secretary	
and	served	from	1982-1990,	after	which	she	was	elected	National	
Secretary,	serving	from	1991	until	her	retirement	in	1993	when	the	
office moved to Imperial, Pa. She was elected and served on the 
Supervisory	 Committee	 of	 the	 National	 Board	 from	 1995-2006.	
Her contributions on the local and national levels were invaluable.

marketing
For	the	first	six-month	period	of	2022,	the	Society	issued	171	policies	
with	a	life	insurance	face	amount	of	$2,707,947.	The	amount	of	life	
insurance	in	force	is	$250,105,189.	There	were	122	new	members	
enrolled	during	this	period,	compared	to	127	for	the	same	period	
the	previous	year.	Annuity	premium	was	$2,441,086,	compared	to	
$3,689,375	for	the	same	period	in	2021.
Our	sales	function	is	overseen	by	National	Sales	Director	David	Ely.	
Much of his time is spent on training and working with agents and 
agencies to promote the sale of SNPJ products. He also continu-
ously pursues the recruitment of new agents and agencies. David 
authors the PROSvETA	insurance	column	“We’ve	Got	You	Covered.”
Marketing	Manager	Gina	Wise	has	enhanced	SNPJ’s	social	media	
presence during the past year or more. She has consistently posted 

minutes of the Conference Call 
meeting of the Slovene National
benefit Society National board
held July 6, 2022
The	meeting	was	called	to	order	by	President	EvANISH	at	5	p.m.	
with	all	National	Board	members	present	with	the	exception	of	Sis.	
Tina	RIGLER,	who	was	excused	for	work.
President	EvANISH	thanks	everyone	for	joining	the	call.	He	states	
the reason for the call is to discuss the options for computer systems.
Sis.	Karen	PINTAR	presents	that	as	discussed	previously,	the	SNPJ	
needs to either upgrade the current system or purchase a new 
system.	After	working	with	our	IT	consultant	and	discussions	with	
various insurance administration vendors, we have determined that 
the best approach and most cost-efficient plan would be to upgrade 
the current system that we have been using, Illumifin – previously 
known	as	Genelco.	There	is	a	cost	savings	to	upgrade	the	system	as	
opposed to migrating to a completely new system, and also much less 
of a learning curve for all system users. The upgrade would include 
the custom code migration, portal implementation, data migration, 
BA	Consulting,	QA	testing	and	training,	project	management,	and	
hypercare. The system would also be hosted at Illumifin rather than 
at	the	SNPJ	Home	Office.
A	motion	is	made	by	Bro.	Roger	CLIFFORD,	second	by	Bro.	Ken	
ANDERSON,	to	approve	this	upgrade	to	our	current	system	using	
Illumifin. Motion approved.
President	EvANISH	stated	that	the	Convention	reports	and	miscel-
laneous	information	were	mailed/e-mailed	out	of	the	Home	Office	
today.
Motion	by	Bro.	Rick	HERvOL,	second	by	Sis.	Tracey	ANDERSON,	
to	adjourn	at	5:16	p.m.	Motion	approved.
Respectfully	submitted,

KAREN A. PINtAR, FLMI, CCP, AIAA
National Secretary/COO

minutes of the Semiannual 
meeting of the Slovene National 
benefit Society National board
held Aug. 14, 2022
The	meeting	was	called	to	order	at	10	a.m.	by	President	Joseph	
EvANISH	with	15	National	Board	members	and	one	Young	Adult	
Representative	in	attendance.
President	EvANISH	welcomes	everyone	and	 states	 that	we	will	
have an orderly and productive meeting. He welcomes the guests 
in	the	room,	who	are	Bro.	vince	Rigler	(449),	Sis.	Kara	Maruszak	
(142),	Sis.	Carol	Maruszak	(142),	and	Sis.	Chris	Petukauskas	(33).
All	rise	for	a	moment	of	silence	for	all	members	deceased	since	
the last meeting.
President	EvANISH	states	that	if	there	are	no	objections,	the	Time	
of	Sessions	will	be	9	a.m.	until	5	p.m.	with	a	lunch	at	12:30	p.m.	
There	are	no	objections.
A	motion	is	made	by	Bro.	Ken	ANDERSON,	second	by	Bro.	Rick	
HERvOL,	to	approve	the	Order	of	Business.	Motion	approved.
Sis.	Karen	PINTAR	states	that	a	thank	you	letter	was	received	from	
Bro.	Joseph	valencic	for	the	Society	ad	donation	for	the	program	
book when he was inducted into the International Hall of Fame out 
of	Cleveland.
A	motion	is	made	by	Sis.	Tracey	ANDERSON,	second	by	Bro.	Roger	
CLIFFORD,	to	ratify	 the	approval	of	 the	minutes	from	the	March	
25,	2022,	National	Board	meeting;	April	26,	2022,	National	Board	
conference	call;	and	July	6,	2022,	National	Board	conference	call.	
Motion approved.

information about life insurance, Slovenia and heritage, as well as 
promoted SNPJ events and activities. This has helped with member 
engagement and public awareness. She is also very adept at sup-
porting the sales function, developing sales materials, and providing 
information	to	Lodges,	agents,	members	and	potential	members.

fraternal department
The fraternal events during this six-month period returned to a 
more normal mode of activity; this after two years affected by the 
pandemic which deterred events from being hosted or the number 
of participants for the events.
The	Young	Adult	Conference	was	held	at	the	SNPJ	Recreation	Center	
June	10-12,	2022,	for	our	18-	to	30-year-old	member	age	group	of	
32	delegates.	I	oversaw	the	conference	and	was	impressed	with	
the accomplishments that this group achieved over the weekend. 
Young	Adult	Chairperson	Alyssa	Urban	did	a	great	job	planning,	
preparing and leading the group. The group completed about 
10	 different	 projects,	 including	 the	 traditional	 Adopt-a-Highway	
cleanup.	 Alyssa	 led	 a	 book	 drive	 from	 delegates	 for	 the	 local	
Mohawk School District.
The Sunday program included a presentation by Sales Director 
David	Ely,	 a	Q&A	with	 a	 young	 adult	 visitor	 from	Slovenia,	 and	
chairperson	Urban	giving	a	report	on	the	Board	meetings.	Justin	
Rigler	was	selected	as	the	Young	Adult	chairman	for	the	year.	In	
addition,	Jerome	Petukauskas	was	selected	to	 join	Justin	as	the	
Young	Adult	delegates	to	the	Convention	on	Aug.	15,	2022.
Florida	SNPJ	Days	were	held	Feb.	25-26,	sponsored	by	Lodge	603	
in	Samsula,	Fla.	The	officers	and	members	of	the	Lodge	put	together	
an	enjoyable	weekend	at	the	Lodge	hall.
The	SNPJ	Slovenian	Heritage	Center	hosted	their	Slovene	Heritage	
weekend	at	the	SNPJ	Recreation	Center	with	balina	and	beanbag	
toss	tournaments	taking	place	on	June	9-10.	Athletic	Board	members	
helped run the tournaments with good participation.
In early spring, the Publications Department conducted a mailing of 
the	Miss	SNPJ	Pageant	brochure,	mailed	to	all	18-	to	28-year-old	
female members. This is done to promote pageant participation. 
For	several	months,	the	Pageant	Commission	diligently	worked	on	
promoting, planning and preparing for the pageant to take place 
in July. This included the members attending a number of events 
promoting the pageant.
Athletics	in	SNPJ	continue	to	be	a	strong	benefit	of	membership.		
There were many athletic activities that took place during the first 
six	months	of	2022.	The	National	Athletic	Board	met	on	May	4	via	
teleconference to discuss and review all of the past, current, and 
upcoming tournaments.
The	 2022	 SNPJ	 Winter	 Classic	 Bowling	 Tournament	 was	 co-
sponsored	by	Sygan,	Pa.,	Lodge	6	and	Strabane,	Pa.,	Lodge	138	
Feb.	18-20.	Bowling	took	place	at	both	of	these	Lodges’	bowling	
facilities.	For	the	men,	there	were	16	teams,	34	doubles,	and	68	
singles.	For	the	women,	there	were	14	teams,	24	doubles,	and	48	
singles.	This	resulted	in	a	Society	remuneration	of	$2,724.
The	2022	SNPJ	National	Bowling	Tournament	was	held	April	30-May	
1,	sponsored	by	SNPJ	Lodge	158	and	held	at	the	SNPJ	Recreation	
Center.	Bowling	took	place	at	Colonial	Lanes	in	New	Castle,	Pa.	
For	the	men,	there	were	six	teams,	14	doubles,	and	28	singles.	For	
the	women,	there	were	seven	teams,	13	doubles,	and	26	singles.	
This	resulted	in	a	Society	remuneration	of	$1,120.
The	2022	SNPJ	CAL	Don	Gorjup	Golf	Open	was	played	May	28	
with	54	members,	49	men	and	five	women,	participating,	resulting	
in	a	Society	remuneration	of	$324.
The Fraternal Department is very grateful for the hard work and 
dedication of the many members who volunteer and participate 
in our programs. It is through this commitment that our fraternal 
programs	are	so	successful.	We	also	thank	the	SNPJ	Recreation	
Center	management	and	staff	for	helping	to	make	some	of	these	
programs so beneficial to our members.

Publications
The SNPJ news source, the PROSvETA publication, is designed 
and	managed	by	Editor	Jay	Sedmak.	While	still	printed	and	mailed	
monthly, PROSvETA is also available online. Instead of receiving 
printed	 copies	 by	 mail,	 roughly	 890	 members	 currently	 receive	
e-mail notifications that the current PROSvETA issue is available 
online.	We	 certainly	 appreciate	 all	 of	 the	 contributions	 from	 our	
scribes who promote and report on SNPJ activities and events in 
their respective areas.
During this period, Jay completed the promotional work for Slovene-
fest, updating the Slovenefest press release, the Slovenefest website, 
the	gate	flyers	and	the	craft	bazaar	materials,	and	designing	new	
venue	and	boulevard	banners	for	the	2022	Slovenefest	sponsors.
He	worked	with	National	Secretary/COO	Karen	Pintar	on	the	printed	
materials	required	for	the	Convention,	including	the	delegate	ballot	
books,	Convention	program	books	and	the	inserts	for	the	delegate	
binders,	and	began	the	process	of	designing	the	32nd	Convention	
proceedings	and	the	SNPJ	Articles	of	Incorporation/Bylaws/Resolu-
tions	books	for	2023-2026.
For	 the	2022	Miss	SNPJ	Pageant,	Jay	worked	with	 the	Pageant	
Commission	to	design	the	pageant	programs	and	contestant	bio-
graphy inserts, as well as the contestant screens displayed by the 
Pageant	Commission	during	the	pageant	competition	and	crown-
ing	ceremonies.	He	also	designed	the	flyer	for	the	2022	Heritage	
Center	Weekend	at	the	request	of	Heritage	Center	Director	Kathy	
Paulenich.	With	the	Miss	SNPJ	Pageant	having	been	relaunched	
during	Slovenefest	in	July	2022,	he	started	designing	the	2023	Miss	
SNPJ calendars.
The five websites (snpj.org, snpjrec.com, alpineroom.com, slovene-
fest.com and snpjheritage.org),	 all	 designed	 on	 the	 WordPress	
platform,	continue	to	be	hosted	and	supported	by	3Seed	Market-
ing,	Design	&	Interactive.	Jay	updates	and	revises	the	sites	on	a	
regular basis.

Industry
SNPJ maintains updated knowledge of the fraternal industry through 
the	network	of	local,	state	and	national	trade	association	affiliates.	
The	Executive	Committee	participates	with	the	Fraternal	Societies	
of	Greater	Pittsburgh	(FSGP),	Pennsylvania	Fraternal	Alliance	(PFA),	
and	 the	American	Fraternal	Alliance	 (the	Alliance).	The	Alliance	
continues to offer a number of virtual webinars throughout the year.
The	Alliance	hosted	a	Pittsburgh	Lunch	and	Learn	event	in	March,	

which	 I	 attended.	Alliance	President	Allison	Koppel	 provided	an	
update	for	the	Alliance.	Roundtable	topics	included	digital	innovation,	
succession planning, member engagement, and virtual options for 
meetings/conventions.
One	of	the	first	large	in-person	meetings	hosted	by	the	Alliance	was	
held	in	April,	which	I	attended.	This	was	the	Spring	Symposium	on	
April	25-27.	Topics	included	economic	insights,	data	usage,	fraternal	
branding,	office	culture	hybrid/remote,	digital	communications,	and	
reinsurance	trends,	among	other	subjects.	I	also	participated	in	a	
smaller	group	of	medium-sized	fraternal	 leaders	for	a	discussion	
of current issues and challenges.
We	are	 active	with	 the	 Life	 Insurance	Council	 (LIC),	 which	 is	 a	
council	of	LOMA.	LIC	is	an	organization	that	provides	a	forum	for	
senior-level	life	insurance	executives	of	small	to	midsize	companies	
serving the modest to middle income market. There are a number of 
“fraternal”	members.	I’ve	participated	in	some	of	the	webinars	and	
conference calls during this period. These were are well attended, 
supported	by	the	Alliance,	and	very	informative.

Slovenia
SNPJ	continues	 to	maintain	a	good	 relationship	with	 the	Consul	
General’s	office	in	Cleveland	(Consul	General	Alenka	Jerak)	and	
the	Embassy	 in	Washington,	D.C.	We	also	work	closely	with	the	
Pennsylvania	Honorary	Consul	in	Pittsburgh,	Petra	Mitchell.
On	Feb.	16	 I	participated	 in	a	virtual	Slovenian	Global	Business	
Conference.	The	business	conference	focused	on	presentation	of	
the	Slovenian	Global	Business	network,	and	establishing	connections	
and cooperation among the businessmen and businesswomen of 
Slovenian roots and their companies from the Midwest with other 
partners and companies around the world. This was coordinated 
with	the	guidance	of	Consul	General	Alenka	Jerak.
The	new	Minister	for	Slovenians	Abroad	is	Mr.	Matej	Arn	who	began	
his tenure in May. I was invited and participated in an introductory 
virtual meeting with the minister with the Slovenian community in 
the	United	States	on	June	28,	2022.
Once	again,	the	SNPJ	Slovenian	Heritage	Center	hosted	a	display	
at	the	Slovenian	Embassy	during	the	EU	Embassy	Open	House	in	
May.	The	Washington,	D.C.,	embassies	of	the	EU	member	states,	
including Slovenia, opened their doors to the public for the annual 
EU	Embassies	Open	House	Day.	Members	of	the	SNPJ	Slovenian	
Heritage	Center	Committee	presented	the	Heritage	Center’s	travel-
ling display at the event. Thousands of visitors attend each year.

Risk-focused Examination
During this period, the Pennsylvania Insurance Department con-
cluded their five-year examination of SNPJ which began with an 
entrance	meeting	in	November	2021.	The	examiner	in	charge	con-
ducted	biweekly	teleconference	status	meetings	with	the	Executive	
Committee	until	June	of	this	year.	As	appropriate,	some	meetings	
included	others	from	the	department,	as	well	as	the	Society’s	actuary.
On	 June	 23,	 2022,	 the	 Report	 of	 Examination	 of	 the	 Slovene	
National	Benefit	Society	as	of	Dec.	31,	2020,	was	adopted	by	the	
Commissioner	and	filed	with	the	Pennsylvania	Insurance	Depart-
ment. The examination report disclosed no material exceptions to 
acceptable company operations and practices; however, it noted one 
recommendation	requiring	the	Society’s	bylaws	to	comply	with	a	
provision	for	an	authorized	control	level	event	which	the	Board	had	
already	addressed	in	March	for	Convention	approval.	All	fraternals	
are required to add this language to their bylaws.
SNPJ	executive	officers	Karen	Pintar	and	Robert	Lawrence,	along	
with	our	management	team	and	staff,	did	an	exceptional	job	respond-
ing	to	the	department’s	requests.	Our	actuary,	Joseph	Steimla,	and	
auditor	Leo	Hannah	also	satisfied	their	requests.

Conclusion
I am very happy to be working with two knowledgeable and ex-
perienced	executives.	National	Secretary/COO	Karen	Pintar	and	
National	Treasurer/CFO	Robert	Lawrence	have	decades	of	tenure.	
Their expertise and commitment to the Society is greatly appreci-
ated and invaluable.
Executive	Assistant	Peggy	Cushman	continues	to	do	a	good	job	for	
the	officers.	Her	additional	support	putting	together	the	Convention	
materials over the last several months has been invaluable. She has 
also done well at taking on additional duties when asked.
The	SNPJ	management	and	Home	Office	staff	show	that	they	are	
dedicated to the Society and committed to providing good service 
to our membership. This includes not only the insurance and sales 
departments, but also the publications and fraternal operations. 
Additionally,	our	Lodge	officers	are	key	to	the	Society’s	success,	
and we appreciate their dedication.
The	dedication	of	our	National	Board	to	the	Society	is	greatly	ap-
preciated. This has been important to the continued success of the 
SNPJ.	A	fraternal	and	professional	approach	helps	to	maintain	the	
integrity and positive image of the Society while providing the best 
possible service to our members. May our decisions and actions 
be in the best interest and welfare of the SNPJ.
Fraternally,

JoSEPh C. EVANISh, FLMI
National President/CEO

National President’s Report
President	EvANISH	highlights	his	report	by	stating	that	we	were	
saddened by the recent passing of former National Secretary Sis. 
Grace	Doerk,	whom	he	had	worked	with	for	many	years	at	the	SNPJ	
Home	Office	and	then	on	the	National	Board.	He	states	that	the	
Pageant	Commission	did	an	excellent	job	promoting	and	preparing	
for	the	pageant,	and	that	everything	went	smoothly;	that	the	Athletic	
Board	 is	doing	well	getting	 the	athletic	 tournaments	running	and	
submitting	the	results	to	the	Home	Office	after	each;	and	that	the	
Pennsylvania	 Insurance	 Examination,	 a	 risk-focused	 exam,	 has	
been completed.
Questions	by	Sis.	Tina	RIGLER.	Motion	by	Bro.	HERvOL,	second	
by	Sis.	Joanna	BAKER,	to	approve	the	report.	Motion	approved.

National Secretary’s Report
for the period Jan. 1 through June 30, 2022
Fraternal	greetings,	Brothers	and	Sisters,	and	welcome	to	the	semi-
annual	meeting	of	the	SNPJ	National	Board.
The following report relates to the activities and business conducted 
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National treasurer’s Report
August 2022
Fraternal	greetings,	Brothers	and	Sisters.	The	first	six	months	of	the	
year saw bond yields increase and the stock market decline. The 
markets were volatile due to plenty of factors, including the continuing 
Covid	pandemic,	high	inflation,	and	Russia’s	war	on	Ukraine	having	
an	impact	on	rates,	valuations	and	prices.	While	higher	bond	yields	
are helpful in addressing declining portfolio investment income due 

Summary of Investments Purchased: 
Jan. 1-June 30, 2022:
  Par
Name & description Cost Value
Bond	Purchases:	U.S.	Special	Revenue	 	$2,465,887	 $2,480,000
Bond	Purchases:	Industrial	 3,313,439	 3,320,000
Common	Stock	 1,000,156		 100,420
Mortgages	Granted	 0		 0
Total	Purchases	1-1-22	through	6-30-22	 	$6,779,482		 	$5,900,420

Summary of Investments disposed of: 
Jan. 1-June 30, 2022:
 Consider- Par book
Name & description                    ation         Value         Value    
Bond	Disposals:	U.S.	Governments	 	$547,592	 $547,593	 $547,592
Bond	Disposals:	U.S.	Special	Revenue	 955,135		 955,136		 955,135
Bond	Disposals:	Industrial	 1,419,460		 1,422,382		 1,418,094
Mortgage	Payments	 11,777		 11,777		 11,777	
Total	Disposals	1-1-22	through	6-30-22	 	$2,933,964		 	$2,936,888			$2,932,598

through the office of the National Secretary for the period of Jan. 
1	through	June	30,	2022.

SNPJ home office
Personnel
At	the	end	of	June	2022,	we	have	12	full-time	employees,	including	
the	Executive	Committee,	and	one	part-time	seasonal	employee.
Insurance Administration
This department continues to handle the day-to-day operations of a 
life	insurance	and	annuity	company.	We	are	actively	searching	for	
both	a	full-time	and	a	part-time	individual	to	work	in	this	area.	We	
are	definitely	short-staffed;	however,	we	haven’t	had	much	success	
finding individuals who are interested in working.
During	this	period	they	also	provided	information	to	the	Society’s	
independent auditor during the course of their audit to the Penn-
sylvania Insurance Department during their examination, and to 
Heritage	 Life	 Insurance	 for	 the	 quarterly	 audits	 on	 the	 block	 of	
business reinsured to Heritage.
All	of	the	users	in	this	area	have	been	upgraded	to	Microsoft	Office	
365,	and	we	are	planning	a	cutover	of	our	e-mail	system	to	Outlook	
Express	from	the	current	Lotus	Notes	a	bit	later	in	the	summer.
Information technology
I have been working very closely with our IT consultant, and we 
have had many meetings and devoted many hours of work during 
this six-month period to review and discuss the various proposals 
we received from software vendors to either migrate the current 
system to another insurance administration system or upgrade the 
one	that	we	have.	Our	IT	consultant	and	I	met	with	individuals	via	
Zoom meetings to discuss the more detailed aspects of the propos-
als,	and	our	Executive	Committee	and	our	IT	consultant	were	able	
to see several software demos from these individuals.
The IT consultant and I have also reviewed the various custom 
programs that he created over the years to see if they can be 
transitioned	and/or	upgraded	to	a	new	system.	We	have	had	many	
discussions regarding the software vendor hosting the system, 
rather than keeping it in house as we currently have, and have been 
researching the options available.
We	have	looked	into	retaining	the	information	that	has	been	contained	
on	the	“old”	software	systems	used	in	insurance	administration,	and	
ways to simplify the process and our ability to research policies.
Our	IT	consultant	was	also	very	helpful	with	some	of	the	information	
required for the Pennsylvania Insurance Department examination. 
The IT examination is the first piece of work that is completed when 
the exam begins, and there are a number of risk factors that are 
considered	when	the	department	begins	their	evaluation.	We	had	
no issues arise from the IT exam, which concluded prior to the end 
of this period.
Our	employee	in	the	IT	area	has	continued	to	monitor	our	servers,	
etc., and work with our managed care services to rectify any and 
all	problems	that	may	occur.	Our	firewalls	are	monitored	for	suspi-
cious activity, and reporting is sent out to the necessary parties if 
any actions are seen.

Lodes and Lodge Secretaries
As	of	June	30,	2022,	we	have	73	Lodges.	During	this	six-month	
period	there	were	two	Lodge	mergers:	Lodge	355	merged	into	Lodge	
142	on	May	1,	2022,	and	Lodge	321	merged	into	Lodge	31	on	June	
1,	2022.	Letters	were	sent	to	all	members	of	the	merging	Lodges	
to	provide	them	with	the	information	for	their	new	Lodge	secretary.
We	 thank	all	 of	 the	Lodge	officers	 of	 these	 four	 Lodges	 for	 the	
smooth transitions that occurred, and thank you for your service to 
the	Lodge	and	the	Society	over	the	years.	
The	top	five	Lodges	in	new	members	as	of	June	30,	2022,	are:
 Lodge City/State New Members
	 6 ..................... Sygan, Pa. ......................13
	 31..................... Sharon, Pa. .....................13
	 603 ................... Samsula, Fla. ..................11
	 106 ................... Imperial, Pa. .................. 10
	 138 ................... Strabane, Pa. .................. 9
Lodge and Secretary Awards
The	following	awards	were	paid	to	Lodges	and	to	Lodge	secretar-
ies	who	submit	the	Election	of	Officers	Form,	Lodge	Meeting	and	
Certification	Form,	Lodge	Audit	Form,	and	the	Report	of	Local	Unit	
Activity	by	the	required	deadlines:
	 Lodge	Awards ....................$27,227
	 Secretary	Awards ..............$20,420
	 Total	Awards ......................$47,647

membership
membership Count
On	Jan.	1,	2022,	the	active	membership	of	the	Society	is:
	 Adult ....................................27,521
	 Youth .....................................1,858
 Total .....................................29,379
Membership	declined	by	311	members	in	the	first	six	months.
membership Statistics
	 Members	as	of	Jan.	1,	2022 ...........................................29,379
  Increase by:
   New Members ..........................................122
	 	 	 Reinstate ......................................................6
   Total Increase ...........................................128
  Decrease by:
   Deaths ......................................................250
	 	 	 Cash	Surrendered ..................................... 80
	 	 	 Expired .......................................................41
	 	 	 Canceled ....................................................20
	 	 	 Lapsed ........................................................12
   Matured ........................................................8
   Suspended Pending Maturity .....................15
   Suspended Pending Death ........................13
   Total Decrease ........................................ 439
	 Members	as	of	June	30,	2022 ........................................29,068

Insurance In force
Life Insurance
As	of	June	30,	2022,	we	have	31,918	life	insurance	policies	in	force	
representing	$250,105,189	of	insurance	in	force.
	 Policies	on	Jan.	1,	2022 .................................................32,266
  Increase by:
   Issued and Paid ........................................120
	 	 	 Reinstatement ..............................................6
   Total Increase ...........................................126
  Decrease by:
   Deaths ..................................................... 296
	 	 	 Cash	Surrender ..........................................87

	 	 	 Canceled ....................................................15
	 	 	 Expired .......................................................40
   Matured ......................................................19
	 	 	 Lapse ..........................................................17
   Total Decrease .........................................474
	 Policies	as	of	June	30,	2022 .......................................... 31,918
Annuities
As	of	June	30,	2022,	we	have	3,906	annuity	contracts	representing	
a	fund	balance	of	$150,912,800.
	 Annuities	on	Jan.	1,	2022 .................................................3,973
  Increase by:
   Issued and Paid ..........................................53
      Total Increase .............................................53
  Decrease by:
	 	 	 Cancel	after	issue ........................................1
   Deaths ........................................................74
	 	 	 Cash	Surrender ..........................................45
      Total Decrease .........................................120
	 Annuities	on	June	30,	2022 ..............................................3,906
Accident & health
As	of	June	30,	2022,	we	have	2,474	A&H	policies	 remaining	on	
our books.
	 A&H	Policies	on	Jan.	1,	2022 ...........................................2,629
  Increase by:
	 	 	 Reinstatement ..............................................5
      Total Increase ...............................................5
  Decrease by:
   Deaths ....................................................... 34
	 	 	 Canceled ....................................................43
	 	 	 Expired .......................................................83
   Total Decrease .........................................160
	 A&H	Policies	as	of	June	30,	2022 .................................... 2,474

Convention 2022
A	lot	of	my	time	was	invested	in	organizing	and	planning	for	the	up-
coming	Convention,	including	travel	arrangements,	accommodations,	
meals, and miscellaneous other items during this first six months.
There	 are	 115	delegates,	 15	National	Board	members,	 and	 two	
Young	Adult	Representatives	for	 the	Convention.	There	were	six	
delegates who had to cancel for a number of different reasons, and 
these delegates did not have alternates or did not have alternates 
who were available to replace them.

fraternal Activities
SNPJ
I	continue	to	serve	as	president	of	SNPJ	Lodge	6	and	am	a	member	
of	the	board	of	directors	of	the	Sygan	American	Slovene	Club.
During	the	first	six	months	of	2022	I	was	able	to	attend	and	volunteer	
at	the	Winter	Classic	Bowling	Tournament	held	at	SNPJ	Lodge	6	and	
SNPJ	Lodge	138.	It	was	a	very	successful	event	with	lots	of	bowlers	
and good crowds for all of the social events held over the weekend.
A	bit	 later	 in	 the	month	of	February,	 I	was	very	happy	 to	attend	
Florida	 SNPJ	 Days	 sponsored	 by	 SNPJ	 Lodge	 603	 in	 beautiful	
Samsula, Fla. It was a great event, and they had a nice crowd for the 
two days of excellent food, beautiful polka music, and outstanding 
fraternalism. It is always a pleasure for my husband and I to attend 
this	event.	We	were	also	able	to	get	together	with	some	Lodge	603	
officers and members for a great dinner and social time prior to the 
event.	SNPJ	Lodge	106	members	Butch	and	Wendy	Kinney	were	
in attendance, as were several of our members from the north, and 
others	who	traveled	from	other	parts	of	Florida	to	join	in	on	the	fun.
In	April	I	assisted	with	the	Region	2	No-Tap	Tournament	sponsored	
by	Region	2	vice	President	Bro.	Jim	Curl.	We	had	a	nice	turnout	of	
bowlers,	and	food	was	provided	to	all.	We	were	very	pleased	to	be	
able to present Jim with a cake in honor of his last regional event 
prior to his retirement.
In	June	I	was	at	the	SNPJ	Recreation	Center	for	the	Young	Adult	
Conference	and	got	to	visit	with	many	of	the	young	adults	in	atten-
dance. I also coordinated their travel plans, ground transportation, 
room accommodations and meals for the weekend. The conference 
was very successful, and with a lot of effort by the young adults a 
number	of	work	projects	were	completed.
other fraternal Activities
I continue to attend a lot of the functions of the Fraternal Societies 
of	Greater	Pittsburgh	when	I	am	able.	This	is	a	great	opportunity	
for networking, as well as educational speakers at the luncheons on 
topics of interest to insurance companies and non-profits.
I	also	participate	in	Pennsylvania	Fraternal	Alliance	board	conference	
calls when I am available, and look forward to attending the annual 
meeting in person for the first time in a couple of years.

Conclusion
It has been a busy six-month period, with the Pennsylvania Insur-
ance Department examination, the research and review of insurance 
software	administration	systems,	and	the	Convention	plans.
I appreciate the efforts of the managers and staff, as many of them 
have pitched-in to help in a variety of areas while we attempt to 
hire	and	train	more	people	for	a	couple	of	positions.	We	are	very	
fortunate to have the dedicated employees that we do.
I	look	forward	to	our	upcoming	National	Board	meeting	and	Con-
vention,	and	much	thanks	to	the	National	Board	for	your	input	and	
ideas during the last six months.
Fraternally,

KAREN A. PINtAR, FLMI, CCP, AIAA
National Secretary/COO

National Secretary’s Report
Sis.	PINTAR	informs	the	Board	of	the	progress	in	the	upgrade	of	
the computer system and the work that she is doing with the IT 
consultant	 to	get	 the	project	 running;	 informed	 the	Board	of	 the	
work orders that she and the IT consultant are working on with the 
insurance administration software provider to ensure that we have 
what	we	need	for	the	conversion.	She	informs	the	Board	about	the	
Convention	planning	that	was	completed	in	the	last	several	months.
Motion	by	Bro.	CLIFFORD,	second	by	Sis.	RIGLER,	to	approve	the	
report. Motion approved.

to an extended period of ultra-low rates, increased cost of doing 
business can offset any benefit of the increase in yield.
During	the	first	six	months	of	2022,	assets	increased	to	$128,575,009	
as	of	June	30,	2022.	Fixed	 income	securities	and	cash,	 totaling	
$122,026,778,	represent	96.5	percent	of	the	Society’s	total	invested	
assets.	Real	estate	holdings,	including	the	Home	Office	and	the	SNPJ	
Recreation	Center,	represent	1.5	percent	of	invested	assets.	The	
remaining	2	percent	of	the	Society’s	invested	assets	is	comprised	
of certificate loans, mortgages, and other invested assets.
Net	income	from	operations	before	refunds	and	realized	capital	gains	
and	losses	was	a	loss	of	$219,691	for	the	period	ending	June	30,	
2022.	Life	and	annuity	premium	income	in	the	amount	of	$3,185,703	
is	a	decrease	of	28	percent	from	the	same	period	in	2021.	Annuity	
considerations	decreased	33	percent	and	life	premiums	decreased	
slightly,	2	percent,	compared	to	the	first	six	months	of	2021.
Net	investment	income	decreased	slightly,	$31,021	or	1	percent,	from	
the	same	period	in	2021.	The	investment	portfolio	book	yield	as	of	
June	30,	2022,	stands	at	4.57	percent	compared	to	4.52	percent	
at	Dec.	31,	2021.	The	higher	yields	in	the	bond	market	during	the	
year have provided a chance to increase the overall yield in the 
investment portfolio.
Overall	 benefit	 claims,	 in	 the	amount	of	 $3.5	million,	 decreased	
13	percent	from	the	same	period	in	2021.	Annuity	benefit	claims	
decreased	21	percent	 from	the	same	period	 in	2021,	going	from	
$2.8	million	in	2021	to	$2.2	million	as	of	June	30,	2022.	Mortality	
expense from death claims increased significantly compared to 
the	 first	 six	months	 of	 2021.	Death	 benefit	 payments	 increased	
$113,820	over	the	prior	year.	General	and	fraternal	expenses	also	
increased	8	percent	compared	to	the	same	period	in	2021.	Surplus	
decreased	$341,888	from	year-end	2021	to	total	$12,656,326	as	
of	June	30,	2022.
The five-year regulatory examination by the Pennsylvania Insurance 
Department was completed in June. The examination report has 
been	provided	to	the	National	Board.
Following are comparative financial statements and a summary of 
investment transactions for the period.
Respectfully	submitted,

RobERt J. LAWRENCE
National Treasurer

National treasurer’s Report
Bro.	 Robert	 LAWRENCE	 highlights	 his	 report	 by	 explaining	 the	
change in the common stock on the balance sheet and the fund it 
reflects	that	earns	between	6	-	6.5%.	States	reserves	and	surplus	
decreased;	explained	the	Summary	of	Operations	and	the	$217,000	
loss before dividends, which reflects an increase in deaths with those 
who	hold	term	policies;	explained	the	increase	of	$83,000	over	the	
previous	year	for	the	General	and	Fraternal	expenses.
Question	by	Sis.	RIGLER.	Motion	 to	approve	 the	 report	by	Bro.	
ANDERSON;	second	by	Bro.	Fred	MLAKAR.	Motion	approved.

finance Committee Report
Jan. 1 through June 30, 2022
Fraternal	greetings	and	welcome	to	the	semiannual	National	Board	
meeting,	Brothers	and	Sisters	of	the	Slovene	National	Benefit	Society.
The	Finance	Committee	continues	to	follow	the	Rules	of	Procedure	
approved	 by	 this	 Board	 to	 promote	 an	 efficient	 investment	 and	
monitoring	of	our	Society’s	funds.	Our	bond	maturity	distribution	at	
June	30,	2022,	compared	to	Dec.	31,	2021,	was	as	follows,	along	
with a listing of the SNPJ portfolio by investment category:

As of June 30, 2022
 June 30, 2022 dec. 31, 2021
Less	than	1	Year	 	$8,514,811		 7.0%	 	$6,202,078		 5.2%
1	to	10	years	 $37,647,301		 30.9%	 $41,571,713		 34.9%
10	to	20	years	 $43,298,058		 35.6%	 $38,471,736		 32.3%
Over	20	years	 $32,313,176		 26.5%	 $32,790,104		 27.5%
Total	Bonds	 	$121,773,346		 100.0%	 	$119,035,631		 100.0%

   Percent
 market Statement of total Yield
Corporate	Bonds	 	$77,286,182		 	$82,473,838		 65.24%	 4.58%
Taxable	Municipal	 30,469,859		 30,659,633		 24.25%	 4.60%
Commercial	MBS	 2,365,991		 2,471,231		 1.95%	 4.48%
Agency	CMBS	 1,768,212		 1,773,874		 1.38%	 4.40%
Agency	CMOs	 1,785,010		 1,745,264		 1.40%	 4.58%
Asset	Backed	Securities	 1,535,324		 1,676,596		 1.33%	 2.58%
Non-Agency	CMOs	 556,217		 576,044		 0.46%	 6.21%
Agency	Passthroughs	 	412,985		 	396,867		 0.31%	 3.90%
Total	Bonds	 116,179,780		 121,773,346		 96.33%	 4.57%
Common	Stock	 975,446		 975,446		 0.77%	 6.00%
Other	Assets	 582,641		 573,762		 0.45%	 6.06%
Mortgages	 221,466		 221,466		 0.18%	 2.75%
Real	Estate	 1,921,964		 1,921,964		 1.52%	 4.68%
Cash	&	Certificate	Loans	 945,044		 945,044		 0.75%	 1.50%
Total	Invested	Assets	 $120,826,342	 $126,411,029	 100.00%	 4.56%

*Any	difference	in	totals	is	due	to	rounding.

Portfolio Risk Analysis
 Avg.  book market Years
date duration Rating Yield Yield to Worst
Dec.	2016	 8.33		 A	 4.82		 3.75		 12.8	
Dec.	2017	 8.48		 A	 4.75		 3.51		 12.6	
Dec.	2018	 8.11		 A	 4.64		 4.18		 12.8	
Dec.	2019	 8.66		 A	 4.51		 3.11		 12.6	
Dec.	2020	 9.44		 A	 4.74		 2.19		 13.3	
Dec.	2021	 9.37		 A	 4.52		 2.56		 13.3	
June	2022	 8.47		 A	 4.57		 4.77		 13.1
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SNPJ Scholarship Committee Report
August 2022
The	following	report	covers	the	period	of	Jan.	1	through	June	30,	
2022.	Payment	for	the	first	installment	of	the	2021-2022	academic	
year	included	32	awards.	This	group	encompassed	37	Academic	
and	one	Joseph	C.	Umeck	Jr.	Activity	scholarships.
Listed	below	are	the	names	of	the	students	who	received	awards	
during	the	first	six	months	of	2022:
Name Lodge
Caitlyn	Conroy	 1
Jenna	Palmer	 6
Calvin	Norsworthy	 6
Melanie	Pendel	 33
Blake	Bebar	 41
Austin	Williams-Ayers	 41
Kaytee	Bartley	 89
Abbigayle	Day	 106
Emily	Patosky	 106
Jessica	Cadez	 138
Emily	Cipriani	 138
Robert	Lawrence	 138
Storie	Poness	 138
Lindsey	Thomas	 138
Katarina	Lidrbauch	 158
Troy	Heatwole	 174

Name Lodge
Brendan	Schmidt	 225
William	Dodson	 274
Phillip	Yuhas	 274
Klaudia	Kovac	 518
Alaina	Norrito	 518
Laura	Norrito	 518
Andrew	Lynch	 584
Brianna	Lynch	 584
Tyler	Mouthey	 584
Naomi	Fry	 665
Giovanna	varlotta	 715
Michael	varlotta	 715
Andrew	Atkinson	 719
Madalyn	Ankeny	 749
Graden	Snyder	 776
Mary	Sinan	 782

Scholarship fund donation & Award history
Years donations Awards
1960-1979 ........................... $75,448.09......................$146,797.81
1980-1999 ..........................$595,765.01...................$1,185,150.00
2000-2019 ....................... $1,283,463.11.....................$937,360.00
2020-Present ........................$19,034.74.......................$78,600.00
Totals ............................... $1,973,710.95...................$2,347,907.81

Scholarship fund financial Report
	 Beginning	Balance	(as	of	Jan.	1,	2022) ........$571,890.84
 Donations ..........................................................$4,285.00
	 	 Investment	&	Other	Income .........................$3,703.57
 Total Income .....................................................$7,988.57
	 Awards ............................................................$13,400.00
	 	 Investment	&	Other	Expense .......................$9,972.69
	 Total	Expenses ...............................................$23,372.69
	 Ending	Balance	(as	of	June	30,	2022) ..........$556,506.72

We	continue	 to	 receive	donations	 from	our	members	as	honors	
and	memorials	to	their	loved	ones.	We	are	most	appreciative	for	all	
contributions.	We	extend	our	sincere	thanks	to	all	who	contributed	to	
this most worthy cause which benefits so many of our young adults.

SNPJ SChoLARShIP CommIttEE
JoSEPh C. EVANISh, Chairman

KAREN A. PINtAR
RobERt J. LAWRENCE

SNPJ Audit Committee Report
January- June 2022 (Date of Report 7/27/2022)
Fraternal	 greetings,	 SNPJ	Executive	Committee,	 SNPJ	National	
Board	and	SNPJ	members.	The	Audit	Committee	met	in	the	Home	
Office	July	26-27,	2022,	for	their	semiannual	meetings.	Chairperson	
Joanna	Baker	attended	by	conference	call.	
The semiannual review consisted of routine documentation review 
and	interviews	with	the	Executive	Committee.

Routine oversight Report Reviews
The	following	were	reviewed	for	the	period	January	2022	through	
June	2022:

•	 Review	necessary	invoices
•	 Receipt	review	of	Executive	Committee	and	National	Board
 members
•	 Review	checks	over	$20,000

Note: These reviews were done at the SNPJ Headquarters by 
members	vincent	“Babe”	Baselj	and	Ken	Zakraysek;	all	was	found	
to be in order.

SNPJ financials
Revenue	is	down.	Death	claims	were	up,	and	there	was	the	added	
expense of the state insurance exam among maintenance expenses 
at	the	Home	Office.	There	was	also	an	increase	in	computer-related	
expenses	and	fraternal	expenses.	Overall,	however,	the	Society	is	
trending	in	the	right	direction	post-Covid.	

It
The IT upgrade to the insurance administration system will begin in 
late	summer	2022	and	is	expected	to	be	completed	in	early	2024.	

Executive Committee meeting
On	 Tuesday,	 July	 26,	 2022,	 the	 Audit	 Committee	 met	 with	 the	
Executive	Committee	as	a	group	to	discuss	any	common	issues.	
The five-year Pennsylvania Insurance Department examination is 
complete. It is mandatory in the state of Pennsylvania, but also added 
to	the	expenses	this	year.	Only	one	recommendation	was	noted	in	
the	report	regarding	required	provisions	for	an	authorized	control	
level	event,	which	the	National	Board	already	addressed	in	March	
for	approval	by	the	Convention	as	a	bylaw	amendment.	
The	plans	are	in	place	for	the	upcoming	Convention	being	held	at	
the	SNPJ	Recreation	Center	on	Aug.	15.	The	Bylaws/Resolutions/
Compensation	Committee	met	via	conference	call	June	27-28	to	
complete	their	preparatory	work	for	the	Convention.

Lodges and membership
Membership and new member enrollment continue to be a challenge. 

SNPJ Recreation Center
The	Recreation	Center	has	seen	an	increase	in	revenue	this	season	
so	far	with	more	bookings.	The	Heritage	Pavilion	restroom	project	is	
in	the	finishing	stages	and	restrooms	are	usable.	Expenses	are	up	
due	to	various	maintenance	projects	that	were	needed,	but	overall,	
with	the	increase	in	revenue,	finances	are	looking	better	post-Covid.	
New director David Jones is settling in and doing well. 

Audit Committee Annual Charter Review
The	Audit	Committee	completed	their	annual	charter	review	and	
are in compliance with all outlined stipulations. 

Conclusion
The	Audit	Committee	would	like	to	thank	the	executives	and	Home	
Office	staff	for	their	assistance	during	our	meetings.	Their	contribu-
tion is invaluable, and all needed information and documentation 
was obtained.
*All	items	in	this	report	are	fully	explained	in	the	individual	Executive	
Committee	reports.	Please	refer	to	those	for	further	details.	
**All	committee	members	approve	this	report.
Fraternally,

SNPJ AUdIt CommIttEE
JoANNA bAKER, Chairperson

VINCENt bASELJ, Member
KEN ZAKRAYSEK, Member

Wellington	Management	Company,	LLP,	continues	to	monitor	the	
portfolio and manage the assets within the guidelines set forth by 
the	Finance	Committee	and	approved	by	the	National	Board.	The	
Finance	Committee	works	with	 the	asset	manager	 to	determine	
appropriate	risk	measures	for	the	portfolio	with	the	goal	of	optimiz-
ing the portfolio yield while maintaining a high-quality portfolio and 
matching	the	Society’s	liability	cash	flow	needs.	The	ongoing	low	
interest rate environment continues to make it very challenging 
when trying to cover current contract guarantees without taking on 
excessive amounts of risk.
During	the	first	six	months	of	2022,	equity	and	bond	markets	experi-
enced	drastic	declines.	While	some	stock	exchanges	fell	20	percent	
or more, bond prices decreased as inflation and Fed actions drove 
yields higher to levels that have not been seen for several years. 
The	benchmark	10-year	Treasury	rate,	which	was	at	1.52	percent	
at	the	end	of	December,	has	increased	to	2.98	percent	on	June	30,	
2022.	The	30-year	Treasury	yield	increased	from	1.90	percent	at	
Dec.	31	to	end	at	3.14	percent	on	June	30.
During the six-month period, the book yield on the portfolio increased 
from	4.52	percent	as	of	Dec.	31	to	4.57	percent	as	of	June	30,	2022,	
while	maintaining	an	S&P	weighted	average	quality	rating	of	A.	The	
effective	duration	of	the	portfolio	as	of	June	30	is	8.4	years	
Investment	yields	on	purchases	made	in	the	first	half	of	2022	aver-
aged	4.12	percent.	Investment	purchases	for	the	six	months	had	a	
19-year	average	life	with	an	average	S&P	credit	quality	of	A.
Below	is	a	summary	of	transactions	for	the	period	of	Jan.	1	to	June	
30,	2022:
 Par/Shares Cost Rating
Purchases:	1/1-6/30	 $5,900,420	 $6,779,482	 A
 Par Consideration Gain/Loss
disposals:	1/1-6/30	 $1,350,000	 $1,349,783	 ($1,550)

SNPJ fINANCE CommIttEE
RoGER C. CLIffoRd, Chairman

JoSEPh C. EVANISh, Committee Member
KEN ANdERSoN, Committee Member

RIChARd hERVoL, Committee Member
RobERt J. LAWRENCE, Committee Member

finance Committee Report
Chairman	Bro.	CLIFFORD	presents	the	report	and	opens	the	floor	
for questions.
Motion	by	Sis.	BAKER,	second	by	Bro.	Maury	SINAN,	to	approve	
the report. Motion approved.

Audit Committee Report
Chairperson	Sis.	BAKER	presents	the	report.	Sis.	BAKER	reports	
on	the	high	cost	of	the	Pennsylvania	Insurance	Examination,	and	
Bro.	LAWRENCE	states	that	he	anticipates	the	cost	 to	be	about	
$230,000.	Sis.	BAKER	states	that	the	revenue	is	up	at	the	Recreation	
Center	as	our	wedding	bookings	increased	for	2022.
Motion	by	Bro.	CLIFFORD,	second	by	Bro.	HERvOL,	to	approve	
the report. Motion approved.

Scholarship Committee Report
President	EvANISH	presents	the	report.	Questions	by	Sis.	RIGLER.
Motion	by	Bro.	ANDERSON,	second	by	Sis.	RIGLER,	to	approve	
the report. Motion approved.

Region 1 Vice President’s Report
Fraternal	 greetings,	 Brothers	 and	 Sisters	 of	 the	 SNPJ	 National	
Board.	This	report	covers	the	period	of	Jan.	1	through	June	30,	2022.
Over	 the	 last	 six	 months	 I	 participated	 in	 several	 SNPJ	 related	
activities.
The	National	Board	meeting	on	March	25:	Several	important	top-
ics	were	discussed.	One	deserves	a	special	 call	out	–	 the	Miss	
SNPJ	Commission.	 I	want	 to	commend	 the	Miss	SNPJ	Pageant	
Commission	 for	 their	 outstanding	 presentation.	 Their	 hard	 work	
will	be	seen	during	the	2022	Slovenefest,	where	the	legacy	of	the	
Miss SNPJ Pageant will continue to take place. Please support this 
great fraternal activity.
I	attended	a	virtual	meeting	of	the	Western	Pennsylvania	Federation	
of	Lodges	on	April	26.	The	next	meeting	is	Saturday,	Aug.	20,	in	
person	in	Robinson	Twp.,	Pa.
The	84th	National	Bowling	Tournament	was	held	the	weekend	of	
April	30-May	1.	My	wife	Kathleen	participated	as	I	cheered	her	on.	A	
call	out	to	SNPJ	Lodge	158	in	Euclid,	Ohio,	for	sponsoring	the	event	
this	year.	We	need	to	keep	an	eye	out	in	PROSvETA and online at 
snpj.org	for	information	on	the	events	coming	up	and	ensure	Lodges	
have	the	information.	Labor	Day	weekend	will	host	several	national	
tournaments: balina, bean bag toss, and golf. It would be great to 
see	additional	Lodges	participate.
I	attended	Heritage	Weekend	at	the	Recreation	Center	for	another	
great fraternal gathering. From the bands and a bean bag toss tour-
nament	to	a	new	activity	called	Sip	and	Paint,	the	Heritage	Center	
Committee	always	delivers	a	great	fraternal	time.
It	was	so	nice	to	see	more	Brothers	and	Sisters	starting	to	participate	
post-Covid.	Let’s	continue	this	great	support	of	all	our	Lodges	when	
an	activity	 is	going	on.	Reminding	Lodges	to	 let	 the	PROSvETA 
staff	know	at	least	30	to	60	days	ahead	of	time	so	they	can	post	
activities planned.
Call	outs	 to	 the	Westmoreland	County	Federation	of	Lodges	 for	
holding	the	11th	annual	Pretty	In	Pink	fundraiser	on	June	26	at	the	
Yukon	Slovenian	Hall.	It’s	great	to	see	this	is	back	in-person	with	
so	many	participating.	On	Oct.	9,	the	Yukon	Lodge	will	host	another	
Westmoreland	County	Federation	dance.
Region	1	had	one	young	adult	attend	the	annual	Young	Adult	Confer-
ence.	Morgan	Sinan	reported	to	her	Lodge	(Lodge	782	in	Glenshaw,	
Pa.)	on	June	19	at	the	second	quarter	meeting.	She	was	very	excited	
to	speak	of	all	the	projects	completed	and	the	friends	she	made.	
She	was	chosen	to	be	the	alternate	Young	Adult	Representative	for	
the	32nd	SNPJ	Quadrennial	Convention.
I have a few goals for the next six months: 
1.	Touch	base	with	all	Lodge	presidents	and	secretaries	in	Re-

gion	1	via	an	in-person	call	to	let	them	know	I	am	available	to	
support them.

2.	Help	the	Lodges	introduce	more	of	the	members	to	the	great	
fraternal benefits of the SNPJ.

3.	Coordinate	a	meeting	with	young	adult	members	in	Region	1	
to discuss ways to have more participation.

As	of	June	30,	2022,	 there	are	20	Lodges	with	6,884	members,	
comprised	of	6,480	adults	and	404	youth	members	 in	Region	1.	
There	were	25	new	members,	14	adult	and	11	youth,	 in	 the	 last	
six	 months	 of	 2022.	 Seven	 Lodges	 produced	 at	 least	 one	 new	
member,	with	Lodge	715,	Universal,	Pa.,	adding	four	adult	and	five	
youth	members;	Lodge	782,	Glenshaw,	with	six	adult	and	one	youth	
member;	and	Lodge	749,	Johnstown,	Pa.,	adding	four	adult	and	one	
youth member, as the most productive.
At	this	point	in	time,	the	easing	of	Covid-19	pandemic	restrictions	
has	permitted	Lodges	 to	 return	 to	 in-person	meetings,	and	hold	
fraternal and fundraising events, award presentations, picnics, etc. 
I	look	forward	to	the	coming	months’	events,	seeing	old	friends	and	
making	new	ones	as	we	enter	a	post-Covid-19	era.
Fraternally,

mAURICE SINAN 
Region 1 Vice President

Region 1 Vice President’s Report: bro. maury Sinan
Motion	to	approve	the	report	by	Sis.	ANDERSON,	second	by	Bro.	
ANDERSON.	Motion	approved.

Region 2 Vice President’s Report
Jan. 1 through June 30, 2022
Fraternal	greetings,	Brothers	and	Sisters	of	the	SNPJ	National	Board.
The	first	six	months	of	this	year	brought	 lots	of	activities	back	to	
Lodges	in	Region	2,	and	this	has	been	very	helpful	to	our	Lodges	
with halls.
In	February,	the	Winter	Classic	Bowling	Tournament	was	hosted	by	
Lodges	6	and	138,	and	led	by	Region	1	Athletic	Director	Bro.	Jason	
Cadez	and	Region	2	Athletic	Director	Bro.	Den	Brand.	For	many	
years now, this tournament has been one of the most successful in 
the SNPJ, and this year was no different. There were approximately 
120	individuals	who	participated	in	the	bowling	events	at	both	Lodge	
bowling	centers,	and	nice	crowds	for	the	social	events	at	both	Lodges	
for the weekend.
I	was	in	attendance	at	the	March	25,	2022,	National	Board	meeting	
held	at	the	SNPJ	Lodge	106	Hall,	and	I	participated	in	the	National	
Board	conference	call	the	Board	held	about	the	Young	Adult	Confer-
ence travel expenses.
In	March	2022,	there	were	a	number	of	Lodges	in	Region	2	that	
received	the	Lodge	Bonus	Program	awards	for	activity	in	2021,	as	
follows:		Gold	Level	Lodges	were	Lodge	6,	106,	138	and	776.	Silver	
awards	were	earned	by	Lodges	721	and	771,	and	an	additional	award	
for	new	member	enrollment	was	earned	by	Lodges	6,	31,	106	and	
138.	Congratulations	to	all	Lodges!
On	April	23,	2022,	 I	hosted	the	Region	2	No-Tap	Tournament	at	
the	Sygan	Bowling	Center.	We	had	a	good	turnout	of	bowlers	for	
the event, and food was provided to all bowlers. I was also honored 
with a cake at the event as this was my last regional event prior to 
my retirement.
June	brought	the	Western	Pa./Lodge	138	Golf	Tournament,	which	
had	a	good	participation	from	many	local	members	in	Region	2.	All	
social	events	and	food	were	provided	after	the	outing	at	the	Lodge	
138	Club.
In	addition,	Lodges	6,	89,	106	and	138	have	been	able	 to	bring	
back a lot of activities for their members, including bar bingo, dart 
leagues,	bowling	leagues	and	music	events,	and	kitchens	at	Lodge	
clubs	were	open	once	again	to	serve	food.	Both	of	the	Youth	Circles	
in	Region	2,	Circle	19	and	Circle	36,	provided	activities	for	the	youth	
members during this six-month period.
At	the	end	of	June,	Region	2	has	14	Lodges	representing	8,494	
members,	of	which	7,921	are	adult	members	and	573	are	youth	
members.	We	were	able	to	obtain	54	new	members	in	the	first	six	
months,	with	42	adult	members	and	12	youth	members.	Lodges	6	
and	31	both	had	13	new	members,	Lodge	106	had	10	new	members,	
Lodge	138	had	nine	new	members,	Lodges	89	and	721	had	three	
new	members,	Lodge	776	had	two,	and	Lodge	770	had	one.
I	look	forward	to	a	productive	Board	meeting	and	upcoming	Con-
vention.
Fraternally,

JAmES L. CURL
Region 2 Vice President

Region 2 Vice President’s Report: bro. Jim Curl
Motion	 to	 approve	 the	 report	 by	Bro.	MLAKAR;	 second	by	Bro.	
HERvOL.	Motion	approved.

Region 3 Vice President’s Report
Jan. 1 - June 30, 2022
Fraternal	greetings,	Brothers	and	Sisters	of	the	SNPJ	National	Board.
As	of	June	30,	2022,	there	are	13	Lodges	in	Region	3	with	a	total	
membership	of	5,747	–	5,369	adults	and	378	juveniles.	We	had	15	
new	members,	seven	adult	and	eight	juveniles.
I	attend	all	Lodge	158	meetings	as	president.	Our	meetings	are	held	
the second Thursday of the month, every month. I also attend all 
SNPJ	Farm	Board	meetings	as	vice	president.	Our	meetings	are	
held the fourth Tuesday of the month, every month. I try to attend 
all	Cleveland	Federation	meetings	as	a	representative.	Federation	
meetings are held the fourth Monday of the month, as scheduled.
I have nothing to report in the month of January.
In February, my wife, Sue, and I attended both the wake and Funeral 
Mass	for	Joe	Blatnik.	Joe	dedicated	over	50	years	to	the	SNPJ	Farm	
in	Kirtland,	Ohio.	We	plan	to	honor	Joe	on	Sept.	25	at	the	SNPJ	Farm	
during	our	Grape	Festival.	On	Feb.	18-20,	Sue	and	I	attended	the	
Winter	Classic	Bowling	Tournament	held	in	Strabane	and	Sygan,	
Pa.,	hosted	by	Lodge	138	and	Lodge	6.
On	March	9,	Sue	and	I	took	a	tour	of	one	of	Cleveland’s	most	beautiful	
churches,	St.	vitus.	St.	vitus	is	a	Slovenian	church	located	in	the	
old	Slovenian	neighborhood	of	Cleveland.	My	grandfather	played	
the organ in the church when my father was a child. My dad and 
his	brothers	had	the	chore	of	ringing	the	church	bells.	On	March	
25	I	attended	our	SNPJ	National	Board	meeting	in	Imperial,	Pa.	It	
was	nice	to	see	everyone	in	person	again.	On	March	26,	Sue	and	
I	celebrated	our	45th	wedding	anniversary.
On	April	24	I	attended	the	Button	Box	Bash	at	the	Slovenian	Society	
Home	 in	Euclid,	Ohio,	better	known	as	Recher	Hall.	The	Hobos	
made	an	appearance.	This	event	is	always	a	good	time.	From	April	
29-May	1,	our	Lodge	158,	the	Loyalites,	hosted	the	SNPJ	National	
Bowling	Tournament	for	the	second	time	in	four	years.	It	was	well	
attended and a great time.
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    Increase/
description 2022 2021 (decrease)

Slovene National benefit Society
Balance Sheet as of June 30, 2022
Assets: 6/30/2022 12/31/2021 Change
	 Bonds	 	$121,773,346		 	$119,035,631		 	$2,737,716	
	 Common	Stocks	 975,446		 18,287		 957,159	
	 Mortgage	Loans	 221,466		 231,532		 (10,066)
	 Real	Estate	 1,921,964		 1,972,172		 (50,207)
	 Cash	and	Short	Term	Investments	 253,431		 2,672,284		 (2,418,853)
	 Certificate	Loans	 691,612		 710,901		 (19,289)
	 Other	Invested	Assets	 573,762		 576,220		 (2,458)
	 Investment	Income	Due	&	Accrued	 1,470,071		 1,405,724		 64,346	
	 Premiums	Due	 23,465		 23,511		 (46)
	 Amounts	Recoverable	From	Reinsurer	 670,444		 939,583		 (269,139)
	 Total	Admitted	Assets	 	$128,575,009		 	$127,585,846		 	$989,163	

Liabilities:
	 Reserve	for	Life	&	Annuity	 	$110,283,318		 	$108,859,422		 	$1,423,895	
	 Reserve	for	Sick	&	Operation	 120,903		 126,903		 (6,000)
	 Liability	for	Deposit-type	Contracts	 362,754		 386,320		 (23,565)
	 Life	Claims	 248,841		 371,232		 (122,392)
	 Accident	&	Health	Claims	 15,914		 15,914		 0	
	 Refund	Payable	 88,339		 86,373		 1,966	
	 Premiums	Received	in	Advance	 54,030		 48,075		 5,955	
	 Amounts	Payable	on	Reinsurance	 0		 15,896		 (15,896)
	 Interest	Maintenance	Reserve	(IMR)	 446,394		 503,879		 (57,485)
	 Expenses	Due	&	Accrued	 340,980		 495,603		 (154,622)
	 Unearned	Investment	Income	 13,106		 14,089		 (983)
	 Total	Remittances	&	Items	Not	Allocated	 2,577,811		 2,339,172		 238,639	
	 Asset	valuation	Reserve	(AvR)	 879,142		 887,603		 (8,461)
	 Write	In	for	Liabilities	 487,152		 437,152		 50,000	
	 Total	Liabilities	 115,918,683		 114,587,633		 1,331,050	
	 Surplus	 12,656,326		 12,998,213		 (341,888)
	 Total	Liabilities	&	Surplus	 	$128,575,009		 	$127,585,846		 	$989,163	

Cash flow:
	 Cash	in	transit	and	in	banks	12-31-2021 .................................................................... 	$2,672,284	
	 Premiums	Collected	Net	of	Reinsurance	 	 3,161,655		
	 Net	Investment	Income	 	 2,651,732		
	 Proceeds	from	Investments	Sold,	Matured	or	Repaid	 	 2,932,252		
	 Miscellaneous	Income	&	Other	Cash	Provided	 	 482,689	 9,228,328 
	 Total	Receipts	and	in	Bank			 	 	 11,900,612	
	 Benefit	Payments	 	 3,364,978		
	 Commissions	&	Expenses	Paid	 	 1,436,993		
	 Cost	of	Investments	Acquired	 	 6,779,482		
	 Refunds	Paid	 	 42,163		
	 Net	Other	Cash	Applied	 	 23,565		 11,647,181	
	 Cash	in	transit	and	in	banks	6-30-2022 ........................................................................  $253,431 

Slovene National benefit Society
Summary of Operations for the period ending June 30, 2022
description 2022 2021 Change
	 Life	Premium	 	$741,874		 	$756,395		 	($14,521)
	 Annuity	Considerations	 2,435,412		 3,676,821		 (1,241,409)
	 Accident	&	Health	Premiums	 8,417		 9,404		 (987)
	 Total	Premium	&	Annuity	Considerations	 3,185,703		 4,442,620		 (1,256,917)
	 Gross	Investment	Income	 2,823,340		 2,845,880		 (22,539)
	 Investment	Expense	 (243,930)	 (235,448)	 (8,482)
	 Net	Investment	Income	 2,579,411		 2,610,432		 (31,021)
	 Amortization	of	Interest	Maintenance	Reserve	 58,850		 73,719		 (14,869)
	 Expense	Allowances	on	Reinsurance	Ceded	 184,021		 190,688		 (6,667)
	 Miscellaneous	Income	 3,048		 11,050		 (8,002)
Total	Income	 6,011,033		 7,328,509		 (1,317,476)
	 Death	Benefits	 1,048,232		 934,412		 113,820	
	 Matured	Endowments	 32,184		 60,798		 (28,614)
	 Annuity	Benefits	 2,210,249		 2,786,757		 (576,508)
	 Operation,	Accident	&	Health	Benefits	 7,578		 10,532		 (2,954)
	 Surrender	Benefits	 192,154		 204,491		 (12,337)
	 Interest	on	Certificate	Fund	 4,525		 5,244		 (719)
	 Increase	in	Life	Reserves	 	209,574		 155,485		 54,089	
	 Increase	in	Annuity	Reserves	 	1,214,321		 1,720,629		 (506,308)
	 Increase	in	Health	Reserves	 	(6,000)	 (6,000)	 0	
	 Commissions	 71,707		 87,976		 (16,269)
	 General	&	Fraternal	Expenses	 1,140,922		 1,057,993		 82,929	
	 Insurance	Taxes,	Licenses	&	Fees	 105,546		 89,416		 16,130	
	 Increase	in	Loading	on	Uncollected	Premium	 (269)	 (824)	 555	
Total	Expenses	 6,230,724		 7,106,910		 (876,186)
Net	Gain	From	Operations	Before	Refunds	 (219,691)	 221,600		 (441,290)
Refunds	to	Members	 44,129		 41,909		 2,219	
Net	Gain	Before	Realized	Capital	Gain/(Loss)	 (263,820)	 179,690		 (443,510)
Net	Realized	Capital	Gain/(Loss)	 0		 0		 0	
Net	Income	 	($263,820)	 	$179,690		 	($443,510)

Surplus Account: 6/30/2022 6/30/2021 12/31/2021
Surplus,	Dec.	31,	previous	year	 	$12,998,213		 	$11,934,301		 	$11,934,301	
Net	Income	From	Operations	 (263,820)	 179,690		 656,027	
Change	in	Net	Unrealized	Gains	(Loss)	 (42,997)	 (451)	 (721)
Change	in	Non-Admitted	Assets	 (43,533)	 (79,873)	 447,228	
Change	in	Asset	valuation	Reserve	 8,461		 (15,610)	 (38,622)
Net	Change	in	Surplus	for	the	Year	 (341,888)	 83,756		 1,063,912	
Surplus	as	of	Statement	Date	 	$12,656,326		 	$12,018,057		 	$12,998,213	

Slovene National benefit Society
Detailed Financial Report for the six months ending June 30, 2022
    Increase/
description 2022 2021 (decrease)
Life Premiums
	 First	Year	Premium	 	$44,723		 	$49,911		 	$(5,188)
	 Renewal	Premium	 808,354		 792,858		 15,496	
	 Single	Premium	 27,045		 30,769		 (3,724)
	 Refunds	Applied	to	Paid-Up	Additions	 39,492		 37,418		 2,074	
	 Less:	Reinsurance	Premiums	Paid	 (177,739)	 (154,560)	 (23,179)
	 Net	Life	Premiums	 741,874		 756,395		 (14,521)

A&h Premiums
	 Sick	Benefit	Premium	 3,417		 3,879		 (463)
	 Operation	Premium	 5,000		 5,525		 (524)
	 Total	A&H	Premiums	 8,417		 9,404		 (987)

Annuity Considerations
	 Annuity	-	First	Year	 1,656,893		 2,988,689		 (1,331,796)
	 Annuity	-	Renewal	 734,193		 650,686		 83,507	
	 Deposit	Administration	Contract	 50,000		 50,000		 0	
	 Less:	Reinsurance	Premium	-	Annuity	 (5,674)	 (12,554)	 6,880	
	 Total	Annuity	Considerations	 2,435,412		 3,676,821		 (1,241,409)
Total	Premiums	&	Annuity	Considerations	 3,185,703		 4,442,620		 (1,256,917)

Gross Investment Income
	 Interest	on	Bonds	 2,744,974		 2,778,986		 (34,011)
	 Dividends	on	Stock	 5,712		 0		 5,712	
	 Interest	on	Mortgage	Loans	 2,859		 3,413		 (554)
	 Interest	on	Cash	and	Short	Term	Investments	 876		 73		 802	
	 Income	on	Real	Estate	 45,000		 45,000		 0	
	 Income	on	Real	Estate	 9,620		 3,650		 5,970	
	 Interest	on	Certificate	Loans	 14,299		 14,758		 (459)
	 Total	Gross	Investment	Income	 2,823,340		 2,845,880		 (22,539)

Less Investment Expense
 Home	Office:	Deprec.,	Insur.,	Tax,	Utility	&	Other	 72,685		 60,068		 12,617	
 Rec	Center	Depreciation	&	Real	Estate	Expenses	 35,623		 35,370		 253	
	 Management,	Custodial	and	Banking	Fees	 69,197		 76,441		 (7,245)
	 Salaries,	Benefits	&	Board	Travel	-	Investment	 66,425		 63,569		 2,856	
	 Total	Investment	Expense	 243,930		 235,448		 8,482	
Net	Investment	Income	 2,579,411		 2,610,432		 (31,021)
Amortization	of	IMR	 58,850		 73,719		 (14,869)
Expense	Allowance	for	Reinsurance	Ceded	 184,021		 190,688		 (6,667)
Miscellaneous	Income	 3,048		 11,050		 (8,002)
Total	Income	 6,011,033		 7,328,509		 (1,317,476)

death benefits
	 Death	Claims	 1,193,246		 944,412		 248,834	
	 Reinsurance	Recovered	 (145,014)	 (10,000)	 (135,014)
	 Total	Death	Benefits	 1,048,232		 934,412		 113,820	
	 Total	Matured	Endowments	 32,184		 60,798		 (28,614)

Annuity and Pension benefits
	 Pensions	Paid	 100,453		 105,350		 (4,897)
	 Annuity	Benefits	 5,347,980		 5,712,891		 (364,910)
	 Reinsurance	Recovered	on	Annuity	 (3,238,184)	 (3,031,483)	 (206,701)
	 Total	Annuity	and	Pension	Benefits	 2,210,249		 2,786,757		 (576,508)

operation, Accident & health
	 Sick	Benefit	Claims	 2,743		 3,557		 (814)
	 Operation	Claims	 4,825		 6,965		 (2,140)
	 Waiver	of	Assessment	 10		 10		 0	
	 Total	Operation,	Accident	&	Health	 7,578		 10,532		 (2,954)

Total	Surrender	Benefits	 192,154		 204,491		 (12,337)
Interest	on	Certificate	or	Contract	Fund	 4,525		 5,244		 (719)

Increase in Reserve for Life, A&h & Annuities
	 Change	in	Reserves	-	Life	 209,574		 155,485		 54,089	
	 Change	in	Reserves	-	Annuities	 1,214,321		 1,720,629		 (506,308)
	 Change	in	Reserves	-	Accident	&	Health	 (6,000)	 (6,000)	 0	
	 Total	Increase/(Decrease)	in	Reserves	 1,417,895		 1,870,114		 (452,219)

Commissions
	 Life	Commissions	 48,873		 57,821		 (8,948)
	 Annuity	Commissions	 19,795		 27,930		 (8,135)
	 Campaign	Awards	 3,040		 2,225		 815	
	 Total	Commissions	 71,707		 87,976		 (16,269)

General Insurance & fraternal Expenses
	 Rent	 45,000		 45,000		 0	
	 Salaries	&	Wages	 351,383		 334,488		 16,895	
	 Director/National	Board	Fees	 14,700		 13,425		 1,275	
	 Employee	Benefits	 153,627		 162,058		 (8,432)
	 Employee	Education	Expenses	 448		 75		 373	
	 Legal	Fees	and	Expenses	 17,523		 10,089		 7,434	
	 Medical	Examinations/Underwriting	 5,000		 4,248		 753	
	 Actuarial	and	Auditing	Fees	 97,133		 102,453		 (5,320)
	 Travel	Expenses	 11,898		 4,875		 7,022	
	 Advertising/Promotional	Items	 6,323		 1,870		 4,453	
	 Postage	and	Telephone	 34,392		 34,695		 (303)
	 Office	Supplies,	Printing	&	Stationery	 24,925		 16,637		 8,288	
	 Computer	Supplies,	Equipment	&	Depreciation	 133,791		 68,538		 65,253	
	 Machine	Service,	Repairs	&	Rentals	 4,320		 4,641		 (321)
	 Books	and	Periodicals	 196		 190		 6	
	 Bureau	and	Association	Dues	 9,942		 9,618		 324	
	 Insurance	and	Surety	Bonds	 11,168		 11,158		 10	
	 Sundry	General	 5,243		 4,671		 572	
	 Donations	-	Charitable	 6,120		 750		 5,370	
	 Sales	Department	 157		 1,848		 (1,692)
 Publication: PROSvETA	 72,871		 66,509		 6,361	
	 Quadrennial	Convention	 22,000		 24,069		 (2,069)
	 Athletics	 8,422		 3,510		 4,912	
	 Miss	SNPJ	Pageant	and	Travel	 1,572		 0		 1,572	
	 Youth/Young	Adult	Programming	 11,716		 (857)	 12,573	
	 Lodge	and	Secretary	Awards	 47,647		 48,340		 (693)
	 Fraternal	Expense	-	Other	 43,407		 85,096		 (41,689)
	 Total	General	&	Fraternal	Expenses	 1,140,922		 1,057,993		 82,929	

Insurance taxes, Licenses & fees
	 State	Insurance	Department	Licenses	and	Fees	 70,157		 55,603		 14,553	
	 Employment	Taxes	 35,389		 33,812		 1,577	
	 Total	Insurance	Taxes,	Licenses	and	Fees	 105,546		 89,416		 16,130	
Increase	in	Loading	on	Uncollected	Premium	 (269)	 (824)	 555	
Total	Expenses	 6,230,724		 7,106,910		 (876,186)
Net	Gain	From	Operations	Before	Refunds	 (219,691)	 221,600		 (441,290)

Refunds to members
	 Refunds	Paid	in	Cash	 3,724		 4,003		 (279)
	 Refunds	Left	to	Accumulate	at	Interest	 1,232		 1,140		 92	
	 Refunds	Applied	to	Paid-Up	Additions	 39,173		 36,767		 2,406	
	 Total	Refund	to	Members	 44,129		 41,909		 2,219	

Net	Gain	Before	Realized	Capital	Gain/(Loss)	 (263,820)	 179,690		 (443,510)

Total	Net	Realized	Capital	Gain/(Loss)	 0		 0		 0	

Net	Income	 	($263,820)	 	$179,690		 	($443,510)
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Region 4 Vice President’s Report
Fraternal	greetings.	This	report	covers	the	period	from	Jan.	1	through	
June	30,	2022.
Things seemed a bit more normal than they have since the start of 
the	Covid-19	pandemic	over	two	years	ago.	Lodge	603	hosted	Florida	
SNPJ Days in February with our National Secretary, Karen Pintar, 
attending	as	the	guest	speaker;	the	National	Bowling	Tournament	
was	held	in	May	at	the	SNPJ	Recreation	Center;	and	the	Young	Adult	
Conference	was	held	in	June.	Congratulations	to	Alyssa	Urban	for	
chairing the conference and keeping our young adults more con-
nected throughout the year.  
In	May,	I	was	happy	to	attend	the	second	annual	Music	Festival	&	
Craft	Show	at	the	SNPJ	Farm	in	Kirtland,	Ohio,	along	with	Region	
5	vice	President	Tina	Rigler	and	her	husband,	vince.	Congratula-
tions	to	Region	3	vice	President	Don	Srnick	and	his	crew	for	put-
ting	on	this	wonderful	event	with	lots	of	music	and	good	food.	And	
thankfully, Slovenefest and the Miss SNPJ Pageant are back on 
the schedule this year.
On	 the	 local	 level,	 Lodge	603	was	busy	with	 spring	activities	 in	
Samsula,	Fla.,	that	included	Easter,	and	Mother’s	Day	and	Father’s	
Day	dinners.	Youth	Circle	57	sold	drawing	tickets	and	popcorn	at	
the	Florida	SNPJ	Days	festival,	organized	an	Easter	egg	hunt,	and	
held	a	fundraising	banquet	in	May.	Indianapolis	Lodge	34	continues	
to	host	dinners	 in	conjunction	with	their	Lodge	meetings	to	raise	
money for the Slovene National Home. Detroit-area golfers started 
the	league’s	51st	year	on	Mother’s	Day	at	Maple	Lane	Golf	Course	
on Sunday mornings.
Unfortunately,	we	are	unable	to	have	a	Region	4	ball	game	at	Jimmy	
John’s	Field	this	year	due	to	scheduling	conflicts.
As	 Compensation	 Committee	 chairperson,	 I	 executed	 the	 CEO	
evaluation process in February and March, and then presented 
the evaluation results and salary recommendations to the National 
Board	at	the	March	meeting.
Eighteen	new	members	joined	Region	4	Lodges	during	the	first	half	
of	this	year.	Samsula	Lodge	603	led	the	way	with	11	new	members,	
followed	by	Melvindale	Lodge	518	with	three	new	members,	Detroit	
Lodge	677	with	two	new	members,	and	Indianapolis	Lodge	34	and	
Detroit	Lodge	564	with	one	new	member	each.	I	can’t	remember	a	
time	when	every	Lodge	in	the	region	had	at	least	one	new	member	
during	a	reporting	period.	As	of	June	30,	Region	4	has	1,907	members.
Best	wishes	to	everyone!	Stay	healthy	and	stay	safe!
Fraternally,

tRACEY L. ANdERSoN
Region 4 Vice President

Region 5 Vice President’s Report
Dear	Brothers	and	Sisters	of	the	Executive	Committee	and	National	
Board:	Fraternal	greetings!	This	is	my	report	for	the	period	of	Jan.	
1	through	June	30,	2022.
At	the	Cicero	Neighbors	Lodge	449	annual	meeting,	I	was	re-elected	
as	secretary/treasurer.	During	the	annual	meeting	of	the	Chicago	
District	Federation,	I	was	elected	secretary/treasurer.
In	January	2022,	the	verbick	Fraternal	Memorial	Bowling	Tourna-
ment	was	held.	This	was	the	28th	year	of	the	tournament	that	was	
held	by	the	SNPJ,	Sloga,	CFU	and	KSKJ	societies,	with	funds	being	
distributed	to	each	society’s	scholarship	funds.
On	Feb.	5,	2022,	I	attended	the	Illinois	Polkafest	at	the	Hyatt	Regency	
in Schaumburg, Ill.
I	attended	 the	National	Board	meeting	held	on	March	25,	2022.	
All	officers’	and	committee	reports	were	given	and	approved.	The	
Young	 Adult	 Representative,	 Alyssa	 Urban	 (715),	 was	 present,	
and	discussion	was	held	regarding	plans	for	the	upcoming	Young	
Adult	Conference.	Alyssa	has	chosen	to	conduct	a	book	drive	as	
the	charity	project	and	several	service	projects	to	be	conducted	at	
the	Recreation	Center.
On	April	29,	2022,	I	participated	in	a	follow-up	Board	meeting	through	
telephone conferencing. Further discussion was held regarding 
concerns about the high cost of airfare for young adults traveling 
for	the	Young	Adult	Conference	to	be	held	June	10-12.
On	May	21,	2022,	I	attended	the	Music	&	Craft	Festival	held	at	the	
SNPJ	Farm	with	my	husband,	vince.	Also	in	attendance	was	Region	
4	vice	President	Tracey	Anderson.	We	had	a	great	time,	and	the	
event	was	well	attended.	Region	3	vice	President	Don	Srnick	did	

May	 21	 was	 the	 date	 of	 the	 SNPJ	 Farm	 second	 annual	 Music	
Festival	&	Craft	Show.	It	was	a	little	less	in	attendance,	but	still	a	
huge	success.	Thanks	to	all	our	volunteers	and	all	16	polka	bands	
that	played.	It’s	like	Slovenefest,	only	in	Ohio.	The	Memorial	Day	
dance	hosted	by	val	Palowski	was	well	attended.	I	want	to	personally	
thank	val	for	all	she	does	for	our	Slovenian	society	and	the	SNPJ.
June	7	was	 the	date	of	a	very	special	dinner	 that	our	Cleveland	
Federation	Board,	our	SNPJ	Farm	Board,	and	the	Cleveland	Polka	
Hall of Fame board members attended. The dinner was in honor of 
Joe	valencic,	Cleveland	Federation	president	for	the	past	42	years.	
Joe	was	 inducted	 into	 the	Cleveland	 International	Hall	 of	Fame.		
Congratulations,	Joe	–	well	deserved!
On	June	11,	our	SNPJ	Farm	Board	–	Greg	volpe,	Don	Srnick,	Sue	
Srnick,	Gerri	Trebets,	Kathleen	Trebets,	David	Srnick,	Ann	Herpek	
and Karen Tomsic – catered a memorial brunch for our dear late 
friend,	Frankie	Azman.	We	all	attended	Mass	at	St.	vitus,	then	served	
brunch	at	the	Slovenian	Home	on	St.	Clair.	Frankie’s	memorial	was	
very	well	attended;	he	was	loved	by	many.	Rest	in	peace,	“Spanky.”		
June	19,	Father’s	Day,	was	the	Lodge	604	annual	picnic.	They	had	
the	Eddie	Rodick	Band,	and	LynnMarie	and	 the	Nashville	Polka	
Guys	performing.	They	had	a	great	crowd,	and	Sue	and	I	actually	
attended as guests. It was very nice not actually working at an event.
Once	again,	to	all	SNPJ	Lodges	in	Region	3,	I	would	love	to	attend	
one	of	your	monthly	meetings	to	discuss	your	Lodge	and	what	we	
can do to keep our Slovenian Society going. Please call me at 
(440)	283-9373.	
Fraternally submitted,

doN (Srnick) SRNoVRSNIK
Region 3 Vice President

Region 3 Vice President’s Report: bro. don Srnick
Motion	 to	 approve	 the	 report	 by	 Sis.	 BAKER;	 second	 by	 Sis.	
RIGLER.	Motion	approved.

Region 4 Vice President’s Report: Sis. tracey Anderson
Motion	 to	 approve	 the	 report	 by	 Sis.	 RIGLER;	 second	 by	 Bro.	
ANDERSON.	Motion	approved.

a	 fantastic	 job	helping	 to	organize	 this	picnic.	 It	was	nice	 to	see	
so	many	 friends	 I	have	made	over	 the	years	 from	 the	Ohio	and	
Pennsylvania areas.
The	Memorial	Day	services	sponsored	by	the	Chicago	District	Fed-
eration	were	held	May	30,	2022.	I	was	the	emcee	for	the	program	
that	included	scouts	from	Troop	33	in	La	Grange,	Ill.,	who	performed	
the flag ceremony and read various poems and short readings 
relating	to	Memorial	Day;	the	Zbor	Spendov	men’s	choir	sang	the	
national anthems and a few songs; and the guest speaker was Dr. 
John	vidmar	(559).	At	the	conclusion	of	the	services,	everyone	was	
invited	to	gather	for	a	luncheon	at	the	Olive	Garden.
There	were	several	young	adults	from	Region	5	who	attended	the	
Young	Adult	Conference	on	June	10-12,	2022.	Attending	from	Lodge	
449	were	Lanie	Maresh,	 Justin	Rigler,	Robert	Rigler	 and	 Jason	
Rigler.	Lanie	Maresh	was	elected	secretary	of	the	conference,	and	
Justin	Rigler	was	the	sergeant-at-arms.
The young adults were kept very busy and completed the following 
projects:	painting	the	pool	deck	and	the	pool	shed,	power	washing	
the	patio,	assembling/painting	flower	boxes,	picking	up	trash	for	the	
Adopt-a-Highway	road	cleanup,	sealing	picnic	benches,	line	painting	
in the parking lot, spray painting the cabin grills, painting the walls 
in	multiple	cabins,	and	pruning/weeding/fertilizing	the	vineyard.	
The young adults also had a presentation from Sales Director David 
Ely	and	discussion	with	a	visitor	from	Slovenia.	Justin	Rigler	was	
elected	to	serve	as	next	year’s	conference	chairman,	and	Jerome	
Petukauskas	as	a	Young	Adult	delegate	to	the	Convention.
On	June	12,	2022,	Lodge	225	in	Girard,	Kan.,	held	their	annual	picnic.
Region	5	has	gained	only	five	new	members	for	the	first	six	months	
of	2022.	This	is	a	big	decrease	from	last	year’s	total.	Congratulations	
to	Lodges	449	and	584	for	obtaining	new	members.
Earlier	this	year	we	lost	a	great	fraternalist.	Grace	Doerk	passed	
away	on	March	28,	2022.	Grace	was	a	director	with	Youth	Circle	26	
when	I	was	a	youth	member.	At	that	time	she	was	an	employee	of	
the	Home	Office	in	Burr	Ridge,	Ill.,	and	was	known	by	many	mem-
bers across the country. She was a scribe to PROSvETA for many 
years, and kept us all informed of events and happenings in the area.
Grace	was	a	very	active	member	and	officer	in	Pioneer	Lodge	559,	
an	officer	with	the	Chicago	District	Federation,	served	as	National	
Assistant	Secretary	of	the	Society,	and	then	became	SNPJ	National	
Secretary	before	the	Home	Office	moved	to	Imperial.	Condolences	
are	extended	to	Grace’s	family	and	friends.
I’m	looking	forward	to	meeting	all	of	the	delegates	from	across	the	
country	at	the	upcoming	Convention.	This	concludes	my	report	for	
the past six months.
Fraternally,

JUStINA m. RIGLER
Region 5 Vice President

Region 5 Vice President’s Report: Sis. tina Rigler
Motion	to	approve	the	report	by	Bro.	CLIFFORD;	second	by	Bro.	
HERvOL.	Motion	approved.

Region 6 Vice President’s Report
January through June 2022
Fraternal	greetings	from	the	Far	West.	
With	11	Lodges	in	California,	Colorado,	Montana,	New	Mexico,	Utah	
and	Washington,	Region	6	now	has	approximately	2,300	members.	
This	report	presents	highlights	for	the	first	half	of	2022.
Region	6	proudly	congratulates	Mark	Ryavec	of	Lodge	786	who	
was	awarded	Slovenia’s	Medal	of	Merit	for	his	efforts	to	expedite	
U.S.	recognition	of	independent	Slovenia	during	the	early	1990s.	
Slovenian	Ambassador	to	the	United	States	Tone	Kajzer	presented	
Mark	with	the	decoration	on	behalf	of	President	Borut	Pahor	at	the	
Slovenian	Embassy	on	April	25.
Mark	served	as	Slovenia’s	Honorary	Consul	in	Los	Angeles	from	
1996-2002	when	he	also	organized	events	to	celebrate	Slovenian	
culture, including a high-profile exhibition of Slovenian works at the 
Los	Angeles	Craft	&	Folk	Art	Museum	in	2000.	My	father,	Joe	Mlakar,	
and I provided live music for that memorable occasion.
In	June,	members	of	Orange	Coast	Lodge	786	traveled	north	to	the	
Pescatore	vineyard	nestled	in	the	rolling	hills	of	Newcastle,	Calif.,	
to	participate	in	the	Golden	valley	Lodge	745	wine	tasting	party.	All	
tables were occupied as we celebrated a return to in-person fraternal-
ism with good wine and cuisine made with fresh local ingredients. 
Music	by	the	Mlakar	Brothers	added	to	the	festive	atmosphere.
Region	6	has	been	preparing	for	the	32nd	SNPJ	Quadrennial	Con-
vention	in	Enon	valley	in	August.	Delegates	have	been	elected	and	
travel plans arranged. I announced my intention to seek another 
term,	and	look	forward	to	a	productive	Convention	and	to	renewing	
acquaintances with delegates from all regions.
Fraternally,

fREdRICK J. mLAKAR
Region 6 Vice President

Region 6 Vice President’s Report: bro. fred mlakar
Motion	to	approve	the	report	by	Sis.	ANDERSON;	second	by	Sis.	
BAKER.	Motion	approved.

Motion	by	Bro.	ANDERSON,	second	by	Sis.	BAKER,	to	recess	as	
the	SNPJ	National	Board	and	reconvene	as	the	SNPJ	Recreation	
Center	Committee.	Motion	approved.

SNPJ Recreation Center Committee Report
August 2022
This	report	covers	the	first	six	months	of	2022.	Our	key	full-time	staff	
members	include	Director	David	Jones,	Operations	Manager	Sue	
Krispinsky,	Maintenance	Managers	Jeff	Wisneski	and	Gary	Ehasalu,	
and	secretary	Susan	Zarella.	Jeff	Wisneski	finished	his	tenure	on	
May	31.	Director	Jones,	our	key	staff	members,	and	the	part-time	
and	seasonal	staff	do	a	commendable	job	operating	our	facility.
Cabin	rental	revenue	is	still	well	below	the	pre-pandemic	year	of	
2019.	We	 expect	 this	 to	 improve	 in	 the	 third	 quarter	 with	more	
group bookings.
We	are	seeing	an	increase	in	wedding	bookings	with	a	greater	ma-
jority	of	the	weddings	in	the	latter	half	of	the	year.	The	Alpine	Room	
updates have certainly helped. The new restrooms at the Heritage 
Pavilion should also help with additional bookings. Sue Krispinsky 
has	done	a	great	job	managing	this.
The	National	Bowling	Tournament,	sponsored	by	SNPJ	Lodge	158,	
went	well.	It	was	beneficial	for	the	Rec	Center,	with	cabin	rentals	
and	social	events	held	at	the	Gostilna.
The	Heritage	Center	weekend	took	place	in	June,	hosted	by	the	
SNPJ	Heritage	Center	Committee.	Balina	and	bean	bag	tournaments	
also took place during the weekend.

The	director	scheduled	entertainment	in	the	Gostilna	for	the	season.		
The	menu	was	also	updated	and	has	been	well	received.	The	Wine	
Cellar	has	been	staged	very	nicely	to	encourage	bookings	for	smaller	
events. Plans have also been underway for Slovenefest in July.
The	 Young	 Adult	 Conference	 delegates,	 led	 by	 Chairperson	
Alyssa	Urban,	completed	a	number	of	volunteer	projects	lined	up	
by	Maintenance	Manager	Gary	Ehasalu.	Participants	were	split	up	
into	groups	and	worked	on	the	following	projects:	Painted	the	pool	
deck,	painted	the	pool	shed,	power	washed	the	patio,	assembled/
painted	flower	boxes,	picked	up	trash	for	the	Adopt-a-Highway	road	
cleanup, sealed picnic benches, painted lines in the parking lot, 
spray painted the cabin grills, painted the walls in multiple cabins, 
and	pruned/weeded/fertilized	 the	vineyard.	Sandy	Ehasalu	did	a	
great	job	leading	the	vineyard	rehab	project.
The	National	Board	approved	the	recommended	Heritage	Pavilion	
restroom	project	in	March.	Work	on	the	project	started	in	late	April	
and	is	about	90	percent	complete,	and	should	be	operational	for	
Slovenefest.
Maintenance and management have been addressing tree mainte-
nance,	waste	treatment	plant	repairs,	parking	lot	LED	lighting,	and	
french drain work, among other items. Management also addressed 
a nuisance wildlife control problem, primarily in the trailer court area.
Eastern	GT&S	performed	some	pipeline	updates	on	a	remote	part	
of the property where an existing right of way exists. This included 
25'	x	331'	(or	0.19	acres)	of	additional	temporary	workspace.	SNPJ	
received	$9,120.38	for	this	access.	Gary	Ehasalu	was	helpful	with	
his	experience	in	negotiating	a	similar	project	in	the	past.
We	are	very	proud	of	our	facility	and	property.	Everyone	is	encour-
aged	to	take	advantage	of	our	beautiful	SNPJ	Recreation	Center	
as we continue promoting our fraternal activities and programs.

SNPJ RECREAtIoN CENtER CommIttEE
JoSEPh C. EVANISh, Committee Chairman

 dAVId CUShmAN RoNALd CAdEZ
 JERRY R. hLEbAK JohN bASELJ
 CAthY KALENItS dAVId SKRAJNER

VINCENt bASELJ, Honorary Member
JIm CURL, Honorary Member

SNPJ Recreation Center financial Report 
as of June 30, 2022
  Revenue Expense Profit/(Loss)
Cabins	 $21,750	 $25,524	 ($3,774)	
Events	 $3,000	 $2,740	 $260
Gostilna	Dining	 $11,398	 $25,618	 ($14,220)
Gostilna	 $23,364	 $26,982	 ($3,618)	
Tiki	Bar	 $9,731	 $9,057	 $674
Pool	 $7,537	 $13,525	 ($5,988)
Slovenefest	 $15,451	 $9,604	 $5,847
Trailer	Court	 $146,817	 $7,431	 $139,386
Wedding/Banquet	 $161,139	 $99,138	 $62,001
Misc.	Revenue	 $13,705	 –	 $13,705	
overhead Expenses
	 Salary	&	Wages	 	 $120,286	
	 Utilities	 	 $55,627	
	 Real	Estate	Taxes	 	 $44,980	
	 Insurance	 	 $62,757	
	 Depreciation	 	 $469
	 Maintenance	 	 $25,114	
	 Office	&	Administration	 	 $23,989
	 Major	Maintenance	Projects	 	 –
	 Total	Overhead	Expenses	 	 ($333,222)
Totals   $413,892 $552,841 ($138,949)

Recreation Center Committee Report
President	EvANISH	presents	the	report	and	states	that	the	revenue	is	
starting to increase as there are more weddings this year; a pressure 
pump is needed and ordered for the new restrooms at the Heritage 
Pavilion; needs a concrete walkway installed; the well pump that went 
out right after Slovenefest needs more work; the second half of this 
year	has	twice	the	amount	of	weddings	scheduled	as	the	first	half.
He also reported that Slovenefest was good, even with attendance 
slightly	down	and	admissions	down	from	2019	numbers;	still	waiting	
to hear of any progress on solar; and David Jones is doing a good 
job	as	director.
Questions	and	comments	from	Sis.	RIGLER,	Bro.	Don	SRNICK,	
Sis.	ANDERSON,	and	Bro.	SINAN.
Motion	by	Bro.	ANDERSON,	second	by	Bro.	HERvOL,	to	recess	
as	the	SNPJ	Recreation	Center	Committee	and	reconvene	as	the	
SNPJ	National	Board.	Motion	approved.
A	motion	is	made	by	Sis.	BAKER,	second	by	Bro.	Ken	ZAKRAYSEK,	
to approve the report. Motion approved.

Elections	 for	 the	 SNPJ	 Recreation	 Center	 Committee	 are	 held.	
President	EvANISH	appoints	a	tally	committee	of	Bro.	Sinan	and	
Sis.	Anderson.
The	Tally	Committee	returns	with	the	following	results:
	 Sis.	Cathy	Kalenits ..................... 12	votes
	 Bro.	David	Cushman .................. 11	votes
	 Bro.	Darren	Fetcko .......................5	votes
	 Bro.	Bernie	Senick ........................2	votes
Sis.	Kalenits	and	Bro.	Cushman	are	re-elected	to	the	Recreation	
Center	Committee.
Motion	to	destroy	the	ballots	by	Sis.	RIGLER;	second	by	Sis.	BAKER.	
Motion approved.

Young Adult Representative Report
Young	Adult	Representative	Bro.	Justin	RIGLER	reports	the	follow-
ing:	He	thanks	the	National	Board	for	the	opportunity	to	attend	the	
Board	meeting	and	states	they	had	a	good	conference.	Sis.	Urban	
had reached out and contacted all young adults to bring books for 
donations. He announced the committee for the conference; states 
that Friday they held an ice breaker with bags and balina; on Sat-
urday they painted the pool deck, participated in a road clean-up, 
painted	and	filled	the	flower	boxes	at	the	cabins,	and	painted	the	
fence; on Saturday evening they had dinner and entertainment by a 
DJ; and on Sunday they held their elections and had an insurance 
presentation	from	Sales	Director	David	Ely.

Unfinished business
A	motion	 is	made	 to	 ratify	 the	 2022	Convention	 committees	 by	
Sis.	BAKER;	second	by	Bro.	ZAKRAYSEK.	The	committees	are	
as follows:

Bylaws/Resolutions/Compensation	Committee:
John	Baselj
Jason	Cadez

Kaitlyn	Chiappetta
Kathy	Loudon
Daniella	volpe
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NAtIoNAL boARd mINUtES
CONTINuE NEXT COLuMN

NAtIoNAL boARd mINUtES
CONTINuE NEXT COLuMN

Credentials	Committee:
Jojo	Braun

Wendy	Kinney
David Sankovich
Rhonda	Tesauro
Alyssa	Urban

Motion approved.

President	 EvANISH	 initiates	 discussion	 on	 the	 TEL	 Workshop	
and states that there is information in the packet on the number 
of	participants	for	the	last	several	years	of	TEL;	the	number	drives	
whether or not we can hold the conference. Discussion ensues by 
Sis.	RIGLER,	Bro.	SINAN,	Young	Adult	Representative	Bro.	RIGLER,	
and	Sis.	ANDERSON.
President	Evanish	is	to	look	into	compliance	for	the	event	–	clear-
ances	are	required	for	counselors,	etc.;	suggest	a	Board	conference	
call in the last quarter of the year to discuss.
Based	on	discussion	regarding	an	attempt	to	determine	how	many	

TEL	delegates	we	could	have	by	year-end	2022,	a	motion	is	made	
by	Sis.	RIGLER,	second	by	Sis.	ANDERSON,	to	see	if	we	can	hold	
the	TEL	program,	promote	it,	and	have	a	National	Board	conference	
call in the fall to discuss these items. Motion approved.

The	next	semiannual	meeting	will	be	held	March	24,	2023.	Motion	
to	 approve	 the	 date	 by	 Bro.	 HERvOL;	 second	 by	 Sis.	 BAKER.	
Motion approved.
Motion	to	adjourn	at	11:20	a.m.	by	Bro.	ANDERSON;	second	by	
Bro.	James	CURL.	Motion	approved.
Respectfully	submitted,

KAREN A. PINtAR, FLMI, CCP, AIAA
National Secretary/COO

bro. JAmES L. CURL
FROM PAgE 1 

organizer of many polka dances, SNPJ 
bowling tournaments and New Year’s 
Eve celebrations. He also organized 
and entertained many guests on his 
“polka lovers” bus trips, and backed 
up many a button box group with his 
homemade washtub bass.

When he wasn’t relaxing by listen-

ing to (or guest hosting) Sunday morn-
ing polka radio shows, for years you 
could find him on a ladder somewhere 
re-shingling a roof, building a deck 
or retaining wall, or making detailed 
wooden ornaments on a scroll saw in 
his garage workshop.

Jim was a skilled woodworker and 
craftsman, and an all-around handy-
man. He made several additions and 

improvements to his home of 55 years, 
and completed many projects for fam-
ily, friends and customers.

He will be forever remembered for 
his sense of humor, his willingness to 
always lend a helping hand, and his 
love of family and friends.

Bro. Curl is survived by his beloved 
wife of 61 years, Betty (Danzinger) 
Curl; his sons, James (Janet) Curl Jr. 

and Gregory (Joni) Curl; his grand-
sons, Benjamin, Evan, Matthew 
(Leah), Hunter (Haley), and Nathan 
Curl; his great-grandsons, Deegan 
and Kason Curl; and a sister, Marjorie 
(Charles) Mergen.

Funeral services for Bro. Curl were 
held Oct. 20 at Beinhauer-Fryer, 
Bridgeville, Pa. Interment followed in 
Jefferson Memorial Park, Pittsburgh.

The family suggests memorial 
contributions to the SNPJ Recreation 
Center Cabin Renovation Project. 
Checks should be made payable 
to “SNPJ” and mailed to Slovene 
National Benefit Society, 247 West 
Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126.

On behalf of the Society, we extend 
our sympathies to Bro. Curl’s family, 
relatives and friends on their loss.

SNPJ suffers the loss of longtime National Board member Bro. James L. Curl

by gARy SMRDEL
Lodge 158

BOROugH OF SnPJ, Pa. 
— The SNPJ Trailer Court 
had another wonderful year. 
The camping season started 
in early April when the water 
was turned on and the camp-
ers arrived. There is always 
something going on at the 
trailer court, and if you look, 
you will find a lot of fun on 
a neighboring deck or patio.

Our first event was the 
opening party, held Memorial 
Day weekend. Food, drinks, 
music and laughter helped us 

kick off the season. Members 
participated in drawings and 
paid their association dues so 
that these events can continue 
to be an integral part of each 
Trailer Court season.

Our next event was “Balina 
and Bags.” To no one’s sur-
prise, these events included 
food, beverages, laughter and, 
of course, spirited competition 
in both events. It’s fun to see 
these competitions in which 
all ages and abilities can 
compete. This competition is 
an intrinsic part of the summer 
activities.

The highlight of the sum-
mer was Trailer Court Week. 
I strongly recommend that you 
plan to take time off work and 
participate next year. Trailer 
Court Week 2023 is scheduled 
the week of Aug. 14-19. Each 
evening a different group hosts 
dinner for all participants, and 
daily and evening activities 
are planned.

This year’s activities were 
highlighted by the “Not-So-
Newlywed Game,” the boat 
races and pool party, and the 
“Lip Sync Show.” Who knows 
what next year will bring? 

Please know that all are 
welcome to participate in 
Trailer Court Week. If you 
are interested, contact Gary 
Smrdel at (440) 655-7592. 
Gary Smrdel, Liz Smrdel and 
Rowland Hudson comprise the 
committee that organizes the 
week’s activities.

Labor Day weekend saw 
many awards going to Trailer 
Court members during the 
athletic events. Music, food and 
friendship once again drove the 
weekend activities.

The Trailer Court closing 
party was held Saturday, Sept. 

24, featuring music by Likovic 
& Friends. Ron Likovic was 
the lucky winner of the pad 
fee drawing. The closing 
party brought another night 
of food, beverages, music and 
laughter, as well as a cornhole 
tournament.

The Trailer Court Asso-
ciation meeting was held the 
morning of Sept. 24. Special 
thanks to “Pepsi” Joe Kostik 
and Gary Smrdel, both of 
whom stepped down as as-
sociation officers. 

Your 2023 Trailer Court 
Association board includes 

President Chrissy Palmer, 
Vice President Jill Yingling, 
Treasurer Janet Smrdel, and 
Secretary Jackie Likovic. 
Good luck to the new board!

Gary Smrdel will continue 
to do the SNPJ Trailer Court 
newsletter. If you are not re-
ceiving this newsletter in your 
e-mail, please send Gary a 
request with a valid e-mail ad-
dress to snpjtrailercourtnews@
gmail.com.

We hope everyone has a 
safe and healthy winter. Enjoy 
your holidays – we’ll see you 
in April 2023!

After a full summer, the Trailer Court Assoc. looking toward a new season

Slovenian-Americans met at the White House 25 years ago in support 
of Slovenia’s NATO membership 

by JOE VALENCIC
Lodge 5 Vice President

CLEvELAnd — Twenty-
five years ago, leaders of 
Slovenian-American organiza-
tions were invited to the White 
House to discuss relations 
between the United States 
and Slovenia. For the first 
time, Americans of Slovenian 
descent were recognized as 
a group and welcomed to 
Washington, D.C., to open a 
dialogue. 

The historic delegation met 
with representatives from the 
U.S. State Department and 
the National Security Council 
(NSC) on Monday, July 20, 
1997. The main topic was 
why the United States would 
postpone support of member-
ship of Slovenia in the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO).

As a fledgling democracy, 
Slovenia had come a long way 
since declaring independence 
from Yugoslavia six years 
earlier. The break was met 
with violence, and Slovenians 
resisted. Slovenian-Americans 
quickly rallied to assist the 
homeland. Representatives of 
leading Slovenian-American 
fraternal societies, parishes, 
lodges and cultural groups or-
ganized United Americans for 
Slovenia (UAS) to appeal to the 
White House and government 
leaders to recognize Slovenia 
as a sovereign nation.

The United States recog-
nized Slovenia in April 1992 
and established relations. This 
was a critical step in accepting 
Slovenia as an equal among 
the nations of the world. The 
next challenge was welcom-
ing Slovenia into NATO. 
Membership in NATO would 
strengthen Slovenia’s security 
and boost its long-term devel-
opment, while incorporating 
it in the political and security 
framework of the most devel-
oped Western countries. An 
endorsement from the United 
States would fast-track Slove-
nia’s NATO entry. 

When it wasn’t happening 
by 1997, Slovenian-Americans 

The Slovenian-American delegation to the West Wing of the White House discussing u.S. 
endorsement of Slovenia as a member of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, July 20, 
1997. Seated: Edmund Turk (chairman, united Americans for Slovenia); Eugene Kogovsek 
(president, American Slovenian Catholic union/KSKJ); Karl Bonutti (Honorary Consul of 
Slovenia, Cleveland); Florence unetich (president, Progressive Slovene Women of America); 
Joseph C. Evanish (president, Slovene National Benefit Society/SNPJ). Standing: Joseph 
Valencic (president, Cleveland Federation of SNPJ Lodges); Tony Petkovsek (president, 
Slovenian American Radio Club); Silvester Lango (president, American Slovene Congress); 
Admiral Ronald zlatoper (former Commander in Chief, u.S. Pacific Fleet); Rudolph Susel 
(editor, Slovenian section, American Home); Cameron Munter (u.S. State Department NATO 
Enlargement Ratification Officer); Daniel Fried (u.S. National Security Council, Director for 
East Central Europe); Robert Tomsich (president, NESCO Corporation); Fr. John Kumse 
(pastor, St. Mary’s Church, Cleveland); Charles Ipavec (legal advisor, Cleveland Federation 
of Slovenian National Homes); Dennis Eckart (former u.S. congressman); Stanley ziherl 
(president, American Mutual Life Association); and Marilyn Degiacobbe (Special Assistant 
to President Bill Clinton, Associate Director of the Office of Public Liaison in the White House).

wanted to know why. The UAS 
began a new campaign for U.S. 
acceptance of Slovenia as a 
NATO member-nation.

During the month of June, 
the UAS issued thousands of 
pre-printed postcards nation-
wide for concerned citizens 
to sign and mail to President 
Clinton asking his support of 
Slovenia as a first-tier member 
of NATO. On June 25, the 
sixth anniversary of Slovenian 
independence, the UAS spon-
sored a nationwide phone-in 
to the White House. The ef-
fort spurred the invitation to 
the White House to discuss 
the U.S. stand on Slovenia in 
NATO. Fifteen representatives 
arrived in the West Wing on 
July 20, 1997. 

Daniel Fried, NSC Direc-
tor for Central and Eastern 
Europe, welcomed the group 
and explained that the deci-
sion to pass over Slovenia at 
that time was a difficult one 
for the United States. Slovenia 
was a viable candidate and en-
joyed support from European 
member-nations. “Two things 
collided: U.S. support of three 
nations versus Europe’s sup-
port of five,” Fried said.

From a strategic point of 
view, the U.S. considered first-
tier admission of Poland, Hun-
gary and the Czech Republic 
more imperative. Bringing in 
additional new members could 
stall Senate endorsement of any 
NATO enlargement. Russia’s 
response was also a concern. 
As a peaceful democracy with 
a stable economy, Slovenia ap-
peared strong enough to forgo 
membership until the next 
round, Fried explained.

Former Ohio Congressman 
Dennis Eckart offered opening 
comments. He stressed Slove-
nia’s contribution to NATO as 
threefold: a strategic bridge 
between NATO nations Italy 
and Hungary, a buffer between 
Europe and the situation in the 
former Yugoslavia, and a “ger-
minator of ideas and economic 
activity.” “The Slovenian-
American community is vigor-
ously interested in Slovenia’s 

immediate acceptance,” said 
Eckart.

Retired Admiral Ronald 
Zlatoper, former Commander 
of the Pacific Fleet, empha-
sized Slovenia’s strategic 
importance. “It makes good 
sense on the military side,” 
he said. “[Slovenia] fits in 
dramatically.” 

“NATO membership,” add-
ed Robert Tomsich, chairman 
of NESCO, “is critical to estab-
lishing economic credibility.” 

Dr. Karl Bonutti, Honor-
ary Consul of the Republic of 
Slovenia, explained that NATO 
expansion enjoyed overwhelm-
ing support among the people 
of Slovenia. “Membership 
assures their independence,” 
Bonutti said.

“This [decision] does not 
cast any aspersions on Slove-
nia’s integrity,” noted Cameron 
Munter, State Department 
Chief of Staff for NATO 
Enlargement and Ratifica-
tion. Only two shortcomings 
were cited: Slovenia’s need 
to increase military capacity, 
as well as interaction with 
European nations beyond its 
neighbors. “These are issues 
time will take care of,” said 
Fried.

Both Munter and Fried 
praised Slovenia for its stable 
democracy and economic 
progress. Fried had accompa-
nied Secretary of State Mad-
eleine Albright during her visit 
to Slovenia.

White House Special As-
sistant Marilyn DiGiacobbe 
closed the meeting with greet-
ings on behalf of President and 
Mrs. Clinton. The delegation 
included the presidents of the 
three largest Slovenian-Amer-
ican fraternal associations 
attending the meeting in the 
West Wing: Joseph C. Evanish, 
Slovene National Benefit Soci-
ety (SNPJ); Eugene Kogovšek, 
American Slovenian Catholic 
Union (KSKJ); and Stanley 
Ziherl, American Mutual Life 
Association (AMLA).

They were joined by Flor-
ence Unetich, president of the 
Progressive Slovene Women 

of America; Rev. John Kumse, 
pastor of St. Mary’s Church in 
Cleveland, one of the country’s 
largest Slovenian-American 
parishes; Charles Ipavec, 
executive secretary and legal 
counsel of the Federation of 
Slovenian National Homes; 
Dr. Silvester Lango, president 
of the American Slovene 
Congress; Joseph Valencic, 
president of the Cleveland Fed-
eration of SNPJ Lodges; Dr. 
Rudolph Susel, editor of two 
Slovenian newspapers, Ameri-
can Home and Our Voice; and 
longtime Slovenian radio host 
Tony Petkovsek. 

“This meeting was a his-
toric event,“ remarked UAS 
chairman Edmund Turk. “This 
was the first time the White 
House directly addressed 
Americans of Slovenian de-
scent on an issue concerning 

the community.”
The UAS was made up 

of representatives from more 
than 600 Slovenian-American 
cultural groups, parishes and 
fraternal lodges. Nine of the 
10 organizations invited to 
the July 20 meeting were 
UAS members. It was then 
estimated that at least 300,000 
Americans traced their roots 
to Slovenia.

The road to NATO accep-
tance was slow and systematic, 
with Slovenia making its case 
through step-by-step proce-
dures. In November 2002, 
the Slovenian government re-
ceived a formal invitation from 
the NATO Secretary General 
to begin accession talks. A 
referendum on membership 
in the European Union and 
NATO was held in Slovenia in 
March 2003. Voters approved 

joining the EU by 90 percent, 
and 66 percent for NATO. Two 
months later, the U.S. Senate 
approved NATO expansion 
for seven countries, including 
Slovenia. On March 29, 2004, 
Slovenia was officially brought 
into NATO.

As soon as Slovenia achieved 
independence in 1991, one of 
the country’s strategic goals 
was to become a full-fledged 
NATO member. Slovenia 
could now share fundamental 
values, strategic security and 
vital national interests with its 
fellow member-nations, while 
supporting international peace 
operations and humanitarian 
activities. Backing by the Unit-
ed States was essential. The 
views presented by Slovenian-
Americans in favor of Slovenia 
factored into that important 
decision by our nation.
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A Season of Giving
We have officially entered the season when we are 

making lists, scanning sales flyers, and listening 
intently to our kids and grandkids to notice any 

dropped hints of what to buy them.
There is nothing better than finding the perfect gift for 

someone, and then experiencing days or even weeks of 
anticipation yourself knowing how excited that person is 
going to be when you give it to them. 

It’s been said for thousands of years that it is better to 
give than to receive. I am sure you have found this to be 
true during times of gift giving, and on an even deeper 
level when you have shared the gift of your money, your 
time, or your talent with a non-profit or individual in need 
of assistance. It truly does feel like a reward for us when 
we bless others.

If only there was a similar mantra that made us feel warm 
and fuzzy about saving for retirement. It’s difficult for some 
of us to see money being taken out of our paycheck each 
week for something currently intangible. It’s a real struggle 
for others to write that check each year to deposit into an 
IRA because we’re thinking about all the fun and exciting 
things we could do with that amount of money.

I don’t think I ever fully realized the importance of my 
retirement savings until my divorced parents were already 
retired. My father participated in IRAs and other quali-
fied plans while working. Payments from these accounts 
supplement his Social Security benefit. Since retiring, he 
has traveled extensively. There have been trips to other 
countries, trips across the country to see family, and mul-
tiple times leaving home for six or eight weeks at a time 
to travel around the united States. At 82, he says he is 
done traveling due to a little confusion and slight mobility 
issues, but he doesn’t have to worry about meeting his 
financial obligations. 

On the other hand, my 78-year-old mother never had 
any type of retirement savings plan, and now fully relies 
on Social Security for her income. She often struggles 
when real estate taxes come due, car or appliance repairs 
need made, or other unexpected increases in insurances 
or utilities occur. Fortunately, she has children who can 
provide help. 

Social Security wasn’t designed to replace our pre-
retirement income; it will only provide a small percentage 
of what we’re currently earning. We need to make up the 
difference if we want to maintain our current standard of 
living in retirement. 

For those of us who find it difficult to save for retire-
ment (me included!), I have to wonder if it’s at all possible 
to view this savings as a gift to our future self – a gift that 
“working-years you” is purchasing so that “retired you” 
won’t need to be concerned about having enough to live on.

If we look at our working years as one long season of 
giving, we’ll be able to enjoy the anticipation and excite-
ment that comes along with that gift-giving high all year 
long. And how grateful and happy is “retired you” going 
to be at receiving this gift when there are no more pay-
checks coming in? The younger you are when you start 
saving for retirement provides the most opportunity for 
your money to reach its full growth potential by the time 
you’re ready to retire. 

Putting some of your retirement savings into an SNPJ 
annuity will provide you peace of mind knowing your 
principal is protected and growth is predictable. SNPJ 
annuities can be opened as non-qualified, which bring 
an unlimited savings opportunity, or they can be opened 
as qualified (traditional or Roth IRAs), which are subject 
to the IRS yearly contribution maximums.

To make an SNPJ annuity part of your 
retirement savings plan, contact your lo-
cal SNPJ agent or call the Home Office 
at 1-800-843-7675.
*SNPJ does not provide tax, legal or accounting 
advice. Consult with a tax, legal or accounting 
professional regarding your specific situation.

Škocjan Caves among
first 100 global geosites
LJuBLJAnA (StA) — The Škocjan 
Caves have been included among the 100 
global geological sites of great interna-
tional importance that the International 
Union of Geological Sciences (LUGS) 
declared as part of its 60th anniversary 
celebration in Spain, the Geological 
Survey of Slovenia (GeoZS) announced 
in late October.

According to GeoZS, LUGS Global 
Geosites recognition gives the selected 
sites additional visibility and identi fies 
them as being of the greatest scientific 
value. LUGS has 121 nation members 
representing more than one million 
geoscientists, which makes it one of the 
world’s largest scientific organizations.

As LUGS celebrates its 60th anniver-
sary this year, the main event was held 
Oct. 25-28 in Zumaia, on the Basque 
coast. The first 100 LUGS Global 
Geosites were announced to mark the 
anniversary.

The announcement also launched 
an effort to identify iconic geological 
sites from around the world that are 
recognized by the entire geoscientific 
community for their impact on the un-
derstanding of the Earth and its his tory.

In addition to the Škocjan Caves, 
LUGS Global Geosites include some 
of the oldest rocks on Earth in South 
Af rica, traces of primitive life forms in 
Australia and China, some of the best 
dinosaur fossil remains from Canada, 
the first evidence of early hominid 
evolution from Tanzania, marine rocks 
from Mt. Everest, along with sites such 
as the Grand Canyon, the Perito Moreno 
glacier (Argentina), the Santorini caldera 
(Greece), and Uluru (Australia).

A GeoZS representative wrote that 
the selected sites are “the best illustra-
tion of geological features and process-
es in the world. They are the sites of 
wonderful discoveries on Earth and in 
its history.”

The Škocjan Caves are Slovenia’s 
oldest UNESCO World Heritage site, 
having been listed since 1986.

Record number of storks,
except in Prekmurje
LJuBLJAnA (StA) — A total of 267 
pairs of white storks nested in Slovenia 
this year, which is the highest number 
since 1999 when the Bird Watching 
Association started keeping record. The 
number of storks has been increasing in 
every Slovenian region except the Prek-
murje region in the northeast, which has 
tradition ally been home to storks.

The success of stork nesting depends 
on the weather; in particular, the amount 
of rain and the temperatures in mid-May 
when the chicks hatch. If it is cold and 
rainy at that time, many chicks perish. 
In general, storks thrive in a dry and 
warm climate, so this species benefits 
from climate change.

Some storks have even stopped mi-
grating to the south, according to the 
association. A total of 588 chicks left 
their nests in Slovenia this year.

Stork numbers have been increasing 
in all regions in the country, except in 
their traditional homeland, Prekmur je, 
where their numbers are declining. In 
the plains on both sides of the Mura 
River, 87 stork couples nested in 1999, 
but this year there were only 46. This 
means more than one pair stopped nest-
ing there per year, on aver age. “If this 
trend continues, the Mura plain will be 
without storks in 25 years,” said Damijan 
Denac, the presi dent of the Bird Watch-
ing Association.

The main reason for the decreasing 
numbers is a massive degradation of 
ecosystems in Prekmurje, especially of 
agricultural land, where [the practice 
of] monoculture farming is spreading. 
Meadows have disappeared, and there 
is no food for storks on the large fields 
treated with pesticides.

“It is very troubling that the stork, 
which is a generalist, is disappearing. 
This means that a collapse of biodi versity 
happened in the cultural landscape of 
Prekmurje. And not just a collapse of 
the number of species, but a collapse of 
the biomass of different organisms that 
are food for storks,” Denac explained.

Research shows glaciers 
in Slovenia are shrinking
MOJStRAnA (StA) — The latest 
measurements of the glaciers below the 
Triglav and Skuta peaks have shown 

that the only two remaining glaciers 
in Slovenia have shrunk and thinned 
significantly this year due to a lack of 
snow and rising temperatures, and that 
they are now under threat of disappear-
ing, accord ing to research that will be 
completed in the spring of 2023 as part of 
the “Mission: Triglav Glacier to Beijing” 
environmental project.

The latest round of measurements 
and sampling of the glaciers below Mt. 
Triglav, Slovenia’s highest peak, and 
Mt. Skuta, the third highest peak in the 
Kamnik-Savinja Alps, concluded at the 
end of summer. In addition to the surface 
area of the glaciers, their thickness and 
volume were also measured by means of 
ground-penetrating radar. The volume of 
the Skuta glacier was actually measured 
for the very first time this year.

The director of the research project, 
Miha Pavšek from the Anton Melik Insti-
tute of Geography, said that the remains 
of what used to be true glaciers had 
further shrunk and thinned considerably 
this year, largely due to the unfavorable 
snow and temperature conditions.

This year, the highest total height of 
the snow cover was a very modest 245 
centimeters (96.5 inches), almost one 
and a half meters (five feet) less than 
the long-term average. There are indi-
cations that the melting season, from 
May to October, will be the warmest 
on record.

“[The glaciers] continue to get 
smaller and thinner, so if such a situation 
continues, they may be under threat of 
disappearing, which means that there 
will be no precious water to supply the 
nearby mountain huts and valley springs 
either,” Pavšek added.

This year’s measurements showed 
that the Triglav glacier measures 0.7 
hectares (1.73 acres), or slightly less than 
the size of a soccer field, while the glacier 
under Skuta is almost twice as large, 
measuring 1.2 hectares (2.97 acres).

Despite being situated 400 meters 
(1,300 feet) lower than the Triglav gla-
cier, the Skuta glacier has been in bet ter 
condition than its western counterpart in 
recent years since it is shaded twice as 
long – from the beginning of September 
through the beginning of April.

Samples of the snow cover, old snow, 
ice and water flowing from under the 
glaciers were submitted at the begin-
ning of autumn for further processing. 
Special analyses, research and dating 
will be conducted to provide better 
insight into the weather and climate 
history of the high-altitude areas of 
Slovenia, which are among the areas 
most vulnerable to climate change, 
Pavšek explained.

A 1,200-year-old boat 
raised from Lake Bled
BLEd (StA) — A team of divers, as-
sisted by experts, lifted an early medieval 
period dugout boat from Lake Bled in 
mid-October. The boat, dating back 
about 1,200 years, shows that vessels 
were used on the lake and its island 
was visited as early as the initial Slavic 
settlement of the Bled area.

The five-meter (16.5-foot) dugout, 
discovered in 2015 at a depth of 11 meters 
(36 feet) some 15 meters (49 feet) from 
the lake’s northern shore, is now awaiting 
conservation, after which it is expected 
to find a home in a new archaeological 
museum in Bled.

Tests conducted before the recovery 
operation show the vessel was made 
from a single piece of larch cut down 
sometime in the late eighth or first 
half of the ninth century. “This means 
it is a boat dating back to early Slavic 
settlements in Bled, which complements 
the story we know well,” archaeologist 
Andrej Gaspari told the press.

Another log boat from the period, 
made from a linden tree, was discovered 
in the lake last year. Gaspari said the 
discoveries show that “something was 
already taking place on the island then.” 
He also explained that the first burials 
on Lake Bled’s island started slightly 
later. The discovery could indicate that 
the island served as a pre-Christian cult 
site; however, the possibility of a settle-
ment could not be ruled out.

The Institute for the Protection of 
Cultural Heritage of Slovenia (ZVKDS) 
hopes further research will also shed 
light on the meaning and context of the 
scattered human bones documented on 
the lake bed in the immedi ate vicinity 
of the dugout. ZVKDS member Judita 

Lux pointed out that the recently removed 
dugout was the oldest reliably-dated 
vessel from the medieval period in Slo-
venia. The boat is also special because 
it is made from larch wood. In fact, of 
the 3,000 or so dugouts discovered in 
the whole of Europe, only a handful are 
larch specimens.

Lux added that the find is a good op-
portunity for Bled to set up an archaeo-
logical exhibition space dedicated to the 
Slavic people, and Bled Mayor Janez 
Fajfar announced an effort to secure an 
archaeological museum.

Floating mill destroyed,
but a new mill planned
BELtInCI (StA) — One of only two 
remaining floating (boat) mills on the 
Mura River in northeastern Slovenia has 
been destroyed, and the local community 
is now planning a new mill in the same 
location near the village of Ižakovci. 
The project is estimated at EUR 250,000 
($250,000).

Floating mills were a frequent sight on 
the Mura River more than a century ago, 
but in recent decades only two remained 
in Slovenia: one near the town of Veržej, 
and the other near Ižakovci.

The latter mill was built in 1999 
based on the original design of one of 
the old mills. Two decades later the 
mill sank and was repaired. In late 
September, water once again started 
seeping into the hull of one of the mill’s 
two boats which had to be pumped out 
every three hours.

In early October, an attempt was 
made to remove the mill from the wa-
ter, but a critical beam had broken and 
the entire structure fell into the water, 
collapsing in on itself. The wreckage 
will have to be removed, and the local 
tourism association hopes some of the 
mill’s equipment, such as the millstone, 
might be salvaged and reused in the new 
mill. As Beltinci Mayor Marko Virag 
explained to the press, documents have 
already been drawn up and funds set 
aside for the project.

Slovenia’s mountain 
huts set visitor record
LJuBLJAnA (StA) — Slovenian 
mountain huts are looking back on a 
record season, having reported 120,000 
overnight stays by hikers as of the end of 
September, which the Alpine Associa-
tion of Slovenia says is slightly above the 
record figures posted in 2019.

“Most nights were spent in the Julian 
Alps; in particular, in the mountain 
huts in the broader area around Mt. 
Triglav,” association official Dušan 
Prašnikar said. “Some huts around Mt. 
Triglav had more than 75 percent foreign 
visitors. In general, the proportion of 
nights spent by foreigners in Slovenian 
mountain huts has topped one half, 
and this year represented 58 percent,” 
Prašnikar added.

Like every year. August was the busi-
est month, but July totals this year fell 
only 10 percent behind [August figures], 
and even in June the number of nights 
spent was the highest in recent years, 
although September numbers were below 
average due to poor weather.

“Notwithstanding the very successful 
mountain hiking season, the summer 
season in the highlands [altitudes of up 
to 1,500 meters (4,900 feet)] was good, 
but not above average, with some excep-
tions,” Prašnikar said.

The weather throughout this summer 
season was fine and mostly dry. However, 
huts that depend on rainwater grappled 
with water shortages and had to enforce 
rationing measures.

“Huts restricted – some even turned 
off – the water for visitors at Kredarica 
[Slovenia’s highest altitude mountain 
hut], the number of available beds was 
reduced for a period of time, the huts 
restricted the use of wa ter for staff, 
and in some places disposable paper or 
cardboard containers were used instead 
of dishes. In most cases, visitors tolerated 
those measures,” Prašnikar explained.

One problem is hikers leaving behind 
their trash at the huts rather than taking it 
with them to the valley, which Prašnikar 
attributes to new groups of visitors who 
lack the awareness and the proper attitude 
toward the moun tains.

Since late October, some of the moun-
tain peaks were already covered with 
fresh snow, which calls for particular 
cau tion to avoid the risk of accidents.
The articles comprising this feature have 
been reprinted with permission from the 
Slovenian Press Agency (STA).

New Year, New Rates
Get ready to ring in 2023 with our increased rates! 
Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 

to open your SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

• No fees attached to either Loyalty Annuity
• Rates not guaranteed after the first year

• 3.00% guaranteed minimum on new issues only beginning 1/1/2023
• IRAs/Roth IRA/non-qualified eligible

• Conversions of existing annuities available at first-year rates

Loyalty 8 Annuity
8-year surrender period

4.50% first-year guarantee rate
for new money

3.50% in years two and after

Loyalty 5 Annuity
5-year surrender period

4.00% first-year guarantee rate
for new money

3.25% in years two and after

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

All rates listed above effective January 1, 2023

Annuities issued since September 2003 will see a 
rate increase effective January 1, 2023, as follows: 

3.50% for 8-year annuity
3.25% for 5-year and 2-year annuity
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Members celebrating 50, 60, 70 and 80 years with the Slovene National Benefit Society

Sis. JANICE WEISS
CONTINuES NEXT COLuMN

Sis. AmELIA StUdNIARY
CONTINuES NEXT COLuMN

Sis. RoSEmARY thomAS
CONTINuES NEXT COLuMN

Sis. JoYCE bEVC
CONTINuES NEXT COLuMN

Sis. JANICE WEISS
FROM PREVIOuS COLuMN

Sis. AmELIA StUdNIARY
FROM PREVIOuS COLuMN

Sis. JoYCE bEVC
FROM PREVIOuS COLuMN

Sis. RoSEmARY thomAS
FROM PREVIOuS COLuMN

Sis. ELIzABETH M. KOSTyAK (6)

Sis. AMELIA STuDNIARy (749)

Sis. ROSEMARy H. THOMAS (745)

Sis. MARLENE F. BuRN (584)

Sis. JANICE L. WEISS (604)

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

Of the 2,000 life insurance companies and 
fraternal benefit societies operating in the 
United States, fewer than 100 have been in 

existence as long as the SNPJ. As a not-for-profit 
fraternal benefit society, we have successfully pro-
vided life insurance to our members since 1904, along 
with a full package of social, athletic and cultural 
programs, scholarships, community service projects, 
and much more. SNPJ also offers annuities that can 
be used for IRAs and Roth IRAs.

Our more than 115 years of longevity and success 
have been made possible by the loyalty and dedica-
tion of our members. The SNPJ’s engine may have 
been built and its direction set by its founders and 
subsequent leaders, but its path has been traveled, 
cleared and paved by our dedicated members.

As a way to show respect and appreciation to our 
longtime and loyal members, we recognize mem-

bership milestones with a custom gift. The years of 
membership are counted in terms of adult membership 
years, not including youth enrollment years. These 
milestones of recognition include 50, 60, 70 and 80 
years of adult membership.

We ask our Fraternal Honorees, once they have 
received their awards from the Society, to submit a 
short report on their past and present lifestyle, includ-
ing their Lodge affiliation, hobbies and any other 
information that might be of interest to our readers.

In acknowledging these dedicated members, it is 
our privilege to show respect for these honorees by 
offering our thanks and appreciation for the loyalty 
they have shown the SNPJ for so many years. In this 
small way, through our official SNPJ publication, we 
can etch their names even deeper into the archives 
of the Slovene National Benefit Society.

On behalf of the entire membership, we extend 
our congratulations to those members reaching these 
anniversary milestones. 

• Sis. AmELIA StUdNIARY, a 
member of Johnstown, Pa., Lodge 
749, celebrated her 80-year SNPJ 
membership in April.

Amelia Jordan was born April 
25, 1924, to John and Jennie 
Jordan who had immigrated to 
the united States after WWI. She 
lived in Windber, Pa., for most 
of her life. After graduating from 
Windber High School in 1942, 
like many young women at the 
time she was recruited to work 
for the Federal government. She 
moved to Baltimore with one of 
her girlfriends and worked for 
the Social Security Administra-
tion. Her father’s untimely death 
brought her back to Windber and 
a transfer to the Johnstown Social 
Security Office.

She married Joseph Studniary 
in 1947 and they had one daugh-
ter, Barbara, in 1949. She worked 
at some of the sewing factories in 
Windber in the 1950s and early 
’60s, and returned to work for the 
Social Security Administration in 
Johnstown when her daughter 
was in college, retiring in 1982. 
Her husband died in 1980.

In 1965 Amelia accompanied 
her mother, Jennie, to yugoslavia 
to visit her sister who did not emi-
grate to the united States as her 
two younger sisters did. It was the 
first time that Jennie had seen her 
sister in over 40 years. Although 
both sisters died within a few 
years, Amelia’s connection to the 
relatives in yugoslavia remained.

She returned to what is now 
Croatia and Slovenia numerous 
times to visit relatives, along with 
her sister, Helen, and her husband 
Mirko, her cousins, or friends. 
Her final trip was in 2012 when 
her daughter, grandson, and his 
future wife traveled with her to 
Croatia. 

E-mail and Facebook have 
made it easier to keep in touch 
and share photographs now that 
her traveling days have ended. 
She also traveled to Australia 
twice, with her cousins, to visit 
relatives who immigrated there 
after WWII.

Amelia was an active member 
of St. John Cantius/St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Church in Windber.  
After her retirement, she enjoyed 
helping to bake nut rolls and 
kolachi, and make pierogie or 
pagach for church events and 
fundraisers, including Lenten fish 
fries. As a member of the prayer 
shawl ministry, she knit dozens 
of lap robes and shawls for inva-
lids, nursing home residents, or 
people recovering from serious 
illnesses; white baby afghans for 
Christening gifts; and hundreds of 
scarves for community projects 
and organizations.

Last September, Amelia, her 
daughter and son-in-law moved 
to Bethlehem, Pa., to be closer 
to her grandson and his family.  
Now she can enjoy watching her 
great-grandchildren grow up and 
participate in sports and activities. 
The family returned to Windber in 
April to celebrate Amelia’s 98th 
birthday (April 25) and her sister 
Helen’s 95th birthday (May 1) at 
a family party.

Amelia’s mother and sister 
were both longtime SNPJ Lodge 

secretaries, and for many years 
she enjoyed traveling through-
out Southwestern Pennsylvania 
attending various SNPJ Lodge 
summer picnics on Sunday af-
ternoons.

Sis. AmELIA StUdNIARY
Johnstown, Pa., Lodge 749

Bethlehem, PA

• Sis. RoSEmARY A. mcCoY, a 
70-year member of Badger Lodge 
584 in Milwaukee, celebrated her 
SNPJ membership anniversary 
in June. In a note of appreciation 
addressed to National President/
CEO Joseph C. Evanish, she 
writes:

“I am writing to thank you very 
much for the beautiful navy blue 
flannel throw blanket stating my 
70-year membership with the red 
SNPJ initials and the 1904 date. 
My father was born in 1904, so 
that was quite touching to me.

“I was very pleasantly sur-
prised to receive it, and I will 
consider it my 86th birthday 
present when I celebrate on June 
28, 2022! My mother purchased 
the $1,000 policy when I was 16 
years of age.”

Sis. RoSEmARY A. mcCoY
Milwaukee Lodge 584

Pine, Az

• Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138 mem-
ber Bro. hERmAN R. “ol herm” 
hELAY celebrated his 70-year 
SNPJ membership in July. In a 
note of appreciation, he writes:

“Thanks to SNPJ Lodge 138. 
Because of SNPJ I have made life-
long friends. I would like to thank 
them all. It’s been a great life!”

bro. hERmAN R. hELAY
Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138

Canonsburg, PA

• Sis. JANICE L. WEISS, a 
member of utopians Lodge 604 in 
Cleveland, celebrated her 50-year 
SNPJ membership anniversary 
in September. In a note of ap-
preciation addressed to National 
President/CEO Joseph C. Evan-
ish, she writes:

“Thank you for the certificate 
and pin. As a 49-year member 
of Lodge 53, which last year 
merged with utopians Lodge 604, 
I recently attended my first uto-
pians annual picnic at the SNPJ 
Farm in Kirtland, Ohio, where 
they honored me for 50 years of 
membership. I received a lovely 
flower corsage, enjoyed a deli-
cious meal and live polka music, 
met new people, and reconnected 
with old friends.

“My father, Joseph Kastelic, 
was born in Slovenia and im-
migrated to America in 1923, at 
the age of 9, with his parents and 
younger brother. My grandpar-
ents, who lived near us in Euclid, 
Ohio, and my parents encouraged 
us to participate in our Slovenian 
culture, including taking Slovenian 
language classes, learning to 

polka, and helping to cook deli-
cious Slovenian soups and dishes 
and bake potica and apple strudel.

“My older brother, Joe, my 
younger sister, Laurie, and I 
were active in MPz Circle 3, the 
SNPJ youth singing group, at 
the Waterloo Slovenian Home in 
Cleveland where we prepared for 
the fall Slovenian concerts and 
summer plays. My mother, Dora, 
sang there with the Jadran Singing 
Society. My brother even played 
the accordion on the gene Carroll 
television variety and talent show.

“For the annual Summer Circus 
at the SNPJ Farm, my father, 
sister and I dressed as clowns, 
my mother helped in the kitchen, 
and my brother ‘rode’ a zebra in 
the horse race. My father spent 
many hours on the outdoor balina 
courts at the Recher Slovenian 
Home near our family home and 
on the indoor courts at Waterloo 
Hall. My sister and I marched in 
local parades with the MPz twirl-
ers and took a trip to Washington, 
D.C., to perform for a delegation 
from Slovenia.

“Each summer, as a teenager, I 
spent a memorable week attend-
ing camp at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center in Enon Valley, Pa. So 
many good memories...

“I am proud to be celebrating 
50 years with SNPJ and grateful 
for the recognition and gifts.”

Sis. JANICE L. WEISS
Cleveland Lodge 604
Mayfield Heights, OH

• Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6 member 
Sis. ELIZAbEth m. KoStYAK 
celebrated her 60-year SNPJ 
membership in August. In a note 
of appreciation addressed to 
National President/CEO Joseph 
C. Evanish, she writes:

“Thank you for my beautiful pen 
to celebrate my 60-year member-
ship with SNPJ in August 2022.

“It was a surprise and an honor 
to be recognized in this special 
organization. Thank you for the 
great Lodge activities and festivals 
at SNPJ.

“I’m retired, but worked 40 
years for the State of Pennsyl-
vania. I worked at Woodville and 
Mayview State Hospitals (worked 
13 years at the Vol. Resources at 
Mayview).”

Sis. ELIZAbEth m. KoStYAK
Sygan, Pa., Lodge 6

Carnegie, PA

• Sis. RoSEmARY h. thomAS, 
a member of Lodge 745 in grass 
Valley, Calif., celebrated her 
60-year SNPJ membership an-
niversary in August. In a note of 
appreciation, she writes:

“After marrying into the Rose 
and Joseph Thomas (TomaĆ) 
family in Flint, Mich., I became an 
SNPJ member as John Thomas, 
my husband, Charles Jerome 
Thomas, was selling for the SNPJ.

“At that time I was a registered 
teacher in Michigan, and also sold 
and was a licensed insurance rep-

resentative for the John Hancock 
Insurance Co.

“We became very active in the 
Flint Croatian Club. There, we 
raised a family of six children, 
Michael, Mary Jo, John, William, 
Carolyn and Judith; for all of whom 
we purchased insurance policies .

“Later in life our family migrated 
to California where I taught spe-
cial education for a while and 
was also involved with the Red 
Cross, actively in disasters, and 
also teaching for them.

“Now I am retired at 85 years of 
age and living with my Himalayan 
cat, Herme, in Folsom, Calif., in a 
facility that provides apartments. 
I am now a member of Lodge 
745, but am too far away from 
my Lodge to participate. I have 
very happy memories of staying 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center in 
Pennsylvania. I also enjoy receiv-
ing PROSVETA as it keeps me 
in touch.”

Sis. RoSEmARY h. thomAS
grass Valley, Calif., Lodge 745

Folsom, CA

• Bon Air, Pa., Lodge 254 member 
Sis. JoYCE L. bEVC celebrated 
her 50-year SNPJ membership in 
September.

Joyce was born in Johnstown, 
Pa., and moved to the big city 
– Pittsburgh – to attend the 
university of Pittsburgh for both 
her undergraduate and graduate 
degrees. She is now retired, but 
worked for Westinghouse and 
uSAirways. Her hobbies include 
astrophotography and being an 
extra in movies or television series 
filmed in Pittsburgh. 

In her note of appreciation, 
she writes: “I was surprised and 
happy to receive my package to 
commemorate my 50 years of 
SNPJ membership.

“At age 10 I attended the 
very first youth Roundup at the 
Recreation Center. We swam in 
the beautiful pool, went bowling, 
played tennis, and made new 
friends. Pranks were played; fun 
was had! This was long before 
social media, home computers, 
and e-mail, so it was hard to keep 
in touch after the week ended. I 
often wonder what became of my 

cabin mates from faraway places 
like Chicago! 

“Nowadays I enjoy playing bar 
bingo at the local SNPJ Lodge and 
attending Slovenefest.

“Thank you so much for ac-
knowledging my anniversary.”

Sis. JoYCE L. bEVC
Bon Air, Pa., Lodge 254

Pittsburgh, PA

• Sis. mARLENE f. bURN, a 
member of Badger Lodge 584 
in Milwaukee, celebrated her 
70-year SNPJ membership an-
niversary in September.

On Sept. 5, 2022, Marlene 
turned 88 years old. She currently 
resides at the Waters of White 
Bear Lake within the MC unit. 

Marlene is very active within 
her community at the Waters. She 
enjoys arts and crafts, going out 
for lunch and dinner with family 
members, along with celebrat-
ing life events with her family. 
In August, she joined her family 
as they celebrated her brother’s 
90th birthday along with her 88th 
birthday.

Marlene comes from a very 
proud Slovenian family back-
ground. She was born and raised 
on Minnesota’s Iron Range, along 
with her four siblings, 12 great-
aunts and uncles. She is quite 
certain that all (or most of) her 
family have been SNPJ members 
since the Society was founded 
in 1904.

Sis. mARLENE f. bURN
Milwaukee Lodge 584
White Bear Lake, MN

Sis. JOyCE L. BEVC (254)

If you would like to share your 
50-, 60-, 70-, or 80-year biogra-
phy with PROSVETA, be sure to 
address your material to SNPJ 
National President Joseph C. 
Evanish at 247 West Allegheny 
Rd., Imperial, PA 15126

celebrating
your SNPJ 
membership 
anniversary?

fRAtERNAL hoNoREES
CONTINuE NEXT PAgE
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REGULAR: ACtIVItY (JoSEPh C. UmECK): ACAdEmIC:
• Member for at least 2 years • Member for at least 2 years • Member for at least 2 years
• $5,000 permanent insurance • $5,000 permanent insurance • $5,000 permanent insurance
 ($2,000 if purchased prior to 1996)  ($2,000 if purchased prior to 1996)  ($2,000 if purchased prior to 1996)
• 1040 Tax Form (income level not to exceed • Extensive SNPJ Activity* • Maintain 3.2 GPA (out of 4.0) or above
 $20,000 per dependent/per family) • Maintain 2.5 GPA (out of 4.0) or above • Age 30 or under
• Maintain 2.5 GPA (out of 4.0) or above • Age 30 or under • Annual SNPJ-Approved Activity
• Annual SNPJ-Approved Activity

  full-time Student Part-time Student
  • Attend school as a full-time student • Attend school as a part-time student
  • Minimum of 12 credit hours/semester • Must declare a major (six to 11 credit hours/semester)

SNPJ Scholarship Award Program
A potential benefit of $3,200 for Society members

APPLICAtIoN PRoCESS:
1. Carefully review all SNPJ scholarship requirements.

2. Select the scholarship type for which you qualify.

3. Complete the scholarship application and deliver to 
your Lodge secretary for signatures.

4. Return the signed application, along with the follow-
ing items, to the SNPJ Home Office by the August 
1st deadline:

• Copy of your last grade report or transcript (Tran-
scripts do not have to be originals, but must show 
student name, semester, gPA, and number of credit 
hours completed).

• Short essay about fraternalism, the principles of SNPJ, 
and how they work in our Society and its Lodges.

• Brief history of your life, high school accomplishments, 
past awards and achievements, and college plans.

• Copies of your parents’ and your 1040 tax forms for 
the previous year (if applying for the SNPJ Regular 
Scholarship).

• Copy of the Lodge secretary’s letter (if applying for 
the SNPJ Activity Scholarship).

Please make sure all of the applicable items listed above 
are included when mailing your application. Failure to 
provide all required information at one time may result 
in denial of your application.

SNPJ Approved Activity: Participation at social and athletic events, attend the SNPJ young Adult Conference, attendance or service at meetings and conferences, 
attend or volunteer at special Lodge events, write an article to be published in PROSVETA, participate in an SNPJ athletic tournament (bowling, 

golf, balina, bean bag toss, etc.), help organize a youth activity at your Lodge, hold an office in your Lodge, work as a counselor for 
youth Roundup (must be interviewed and selected by Fraternal Department), volunteer to work during Slovenefest at the SNPJ Recreation Center, participate 

in an SNPJ-organized activity, perform community service on behalf of SNPJ (must be approved by Fraternal Department), recommend a new member to SNPJ.

tYPES of SChoLARShIPS: All requirements mUSt be satisfied in order to qualify for the following scholarships:

Applications, renewal forms and the SNPJ Scholarship Program brochure are available online at https://snpj.org/membership/scholarships/
Applications for SNPJ Scholarship Awards should be sent to the National President.

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS AuguST 1 of each year. RENEWAL DEADLINE IS FEBRuARy 1 and AuguST 1. Mail to:
Joseph C. Evanish, National President

SLOVENE NATIONAL BENEFIT SOCIETY Scholarship Committee • 247 West Allegheny Rd. • Imperial, PA • 15126-9774

ELIGIbILItY:
To be eligible for an SNPJ 
Scholarship, the student must 
meet the following require-
ments:

• Be an SNPJ member for 
at least two years

• Have a $5,000 minimum 
permanent life insurance 
policy in place ($2,000 if 
purchased prior to January 
1996)

• Enroll as a full-time (at 
least 12 credit hours) or 
part-time (at least 6 credit 
hours) student at an ac-
credited college, university 
or trade school

PAYmENt SChEdULE:
full-time Students: Payments of $400 each install-

ment are made twice a year (first installment: 
February/March; second installment: August/
September) totaling $800 per year. Applicants 
will receive payments for not more than eight (8) 
installments which may include graduate school.

Part-time Students: Payments of $200 each in-
stallment are made twice a year totaling $400 per 
year. Part-time applicants who have declared a 
major shall receive payments equivalent to the 
TOTAL amount the full-time student receives for 
a maximum of 16 semesters.

Selection of students to receive the scholarship 
awards will be based on evidence of the ap-
plicant’s school record, personality, character, 
SNPJ Approved Activity, the applicant’s need for 
financial aid or academic achievement, and on 
the recommendation of the local Lodge of which 
he/she is a member.

Bro. StANLEY SImENC
CONTINuES NEXT COLuMN

Bro. RUdY ZoRNIK
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Bro. RUdY ZoRNIK
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Bro. RuDOLPH J. zORNIK (564) Bro. JOHN A. KOPLER (749) Sis. JOANN M. CuRTIS (304)

• Bro. RUdoLPh J. “Rudy” 
ZoRNIK, a member of SNPJ 
Lodge 564 in Detroit, celebrated 
his 70-year membership anniver-
sary in July 2022. He writes:

“Recently, I received a real 
surprise in the mail – a beauti-
ful blanket embroidered with the 
SNPJ logo in honor of my 70 
years of membership in the SNPJ. 
I would like to thank the SNPJ 
not only for the blanket, but for 
jogging my memory of the many 
special people and events that 
have meant so much to me these 
past 70 years.

“My love for SNPJ began, of 
course, with my dear mother and 
father who took my late sister, 
Marion, and me to many picnics 
at the Potočnik farm, and to the 
dances and dinners at the Slove-
nian Home on John R Street in 
Detroit sponsored by our Lodge, 
young Americans Lodge 564.

“My father, John, was born 
and raised in Česoča, Slovenia. 
My mother, Agnes, was born of 
Slovenian parents in Pennsylva-
nia. They cherished their Slovene 
heritage and shared in so many 
activities that nurtured their en-
thusiasm for the culture in which 
they had been brought up.

“I remember my mother lis-
tening to her favorite Slovenian 
polkas and music. She always 
had a record playing in our home 
in Detroit. So, as little tots, Marion 
and I grew up listening to and 
jumping around to these polkas. 
Our parents also spoke Slovenian 
at home when we were growing 
up, so we learned to understand 
and speak the language.

“As an adult, and as soon as I 
had a job, I traveled to Slovenia 
many, many times to visit our 
relatives in Česoča and Bovec.  

Sis. ANTOINETTE J. STEINKE (153) Bro. STANLEy E. SIMENC (2)

Knowing the language allowed 
me to communicate with them. 
The trips that Marion and I made 
to Slovenia, along with her Italian 
husband, Ermando, gave us a 
first-hand feeling for the people 
and culture of Slovenia.

“After I was married, my wife, 
Marlene (of Polish descent), and 
our two sons, Todd and Erik, 
made several trips to see some 
of the popular sites in Slovenia 
and to visit our relatives. It was 
important for me to have them 
meet my aunts and cousins, 
and to see their way of life. It’s 
always been fun talking about 
those times and looking at the 
photos we took.

“I also have very happy feelings 
of the many get-togethers at our 
SNPJ Northern Home in Warren, 
Mich. We were without a “home” 
for several years after our Slovene 
Home in Detroit closed, so this 
was a new beginning for Lodge 
564. We had many good times 
there; too many to count.

“yes, I’m grateful for the blan-
ket, which has only made me ap-
preciate everything I ever enjoyed 
– and am still enjoying – at SNPJ. 
But mostly, I like to remember 
the many special friends and 
people who I was privileged to 
meet through the years, and who 
have given life to our Slovenian 
heritage.

“Thank you to [SNPJ National 
President] Joe Evanish and all of 
the people who work at the Home 
Office who make these tokens of 
our years as SNPJ members pos-
sible and so meaningful. 

“All I can say is 70 years isn’t 
long enough to experience and 

appreciate all that SNPJ has 
to offer. Actually, I’m hoping to 
squeeze in a few more years to 
do just that!”

bro. RUdoLPh J. ZoRNIK 
Detroit Lodge 564
Clinton Twp., MI

• Johnstown, Pa., Lodge 749 
member Bro. JohN A. KoPLER 
celebrated his 50-year SNPJ 
membership anniversary in Oc-
tober 2022. He writes:

“Thank you for sending the 
50-year membership pin and 
Certificate of Recognition.

“My parents, John L. (254) and 
the late Christine (749) Kopler, 
both belonged to SNPJ and got 
myself, my brother and my sister 
involved in SNPJ when we were 
young children. I always enjoyed 
attending the SNPJ children’s 
Christmas parties, receiving the 
‘treat bag,’ and meeting Santa 
Claus at the Slovenian Hall in 
Lorain Boro. I also look forward 
to reading PROSVETA every 
month.

“Over the years, I have at-
tended several Slovenefests at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center in 
Enon Valley, and various SNPJ 
picnics and dances.

“I am currently retired from 
FirstEnergy and live in greens-
burg, Pa., with my wife, Lou Ann.

“Again, thank you for the 
recognition of being an SNPJ 
member.”

bro. JohN A. KoPLER 
Johnstown, Pa., Lodge 749

greensburg, PA

• Youngstown, Ohio, Lodge 153 
member Sis. ANtoINEttE J. 
StEINKE celebrated her 70-year 
SNPJ membership anniversary in 
October 2022. She writes:

“Thank you for the lovely blan-
ket in recognition of my 70 years 
as a member of SNPJ. It will keep 
me warm during the winter!

“I am the proud daughter of 
Helen and Anthony Fabian, who 
were of Slovenian heritage. I am 
so blessed that my parents passed 
down the love of Slovenian culture, 
music, dancing – and especially 
the Slovenian cuisine!

“I have enjoyed many years 
of dedication to Lodge 153 as 
I held various positions within 
the Lodge, including president. I 
also enjoyed volunteering to work 
Lodge 153 dances and Christmas 
parties.

“My husband, Edward, and I 
enjoyed dancing every weekend 
at the Enon Valley campsite as 
various polka bands made their 
way there to play to enthusiastic 
crowds. My husband and I volun-
teered multiple years to work the 
gate at Slovenefest and enjoyed 
meeting people from all over the 
country.

“Thank you again for this lovely 
memento.”

Sis. ANtoINEttE J. StEINKE 
youngstown, Ohio, Lodge 153

Lexington, Ky

• La Salle, Ill., Lodge 2 member 
Bro. StANLEY E. SImENC cel-
ebrated his 70-year SNPJ mem-
bership anniversary in October 
2022. He writes:

“I am Stanley ‘Stosh’ Simenc, 
88 years old on Oct. 23. I am a 
retired barber (for eight years) liv-
ing at my home in Batavia, Ill. My 
only living relative is my son, John, 
who lives in Birmingham, Ala.

“My main hobby is my small gar-
den, growing my own vegetables. 
I exercise daily in my basement. 
In the summer I ride my bicycle; 
I have ridden over 500 miles so 
far this year. In the winter months 
I take brief walks outside.

“I have survived a heart attack, 
suffered through Covid, and I am 
still here by the grace of god and 
with the help of my many friends I 
made when I was a barber. I am 
enjoying every day god has given 
me. My best wishes to all.”

bro. StANLEY E. SImENC 
La Salle, Ill., Lodge 2

Batavia, IL

• San Francisco Lodge 304 mem-
ber Sis. JoANN m. CURtIS 
celebrated her 70-year SNPJ 
membership anniversary in No-
vember 2022. She writes:

“Thank you for the lovely blan-
ket. My Slovene heritage  is close 
to my heart.

“My children have been active 
in Lodge 304. Steven has been 
a board member, and Chris, Mi-
chelle and Steve have made blood 
sausage for the Pust dance. My 
children and grandchildren are 
members of the Lodge.

“Thank you for reminding me 
that I’ve been a member for 70 
years!”

Sis. JoANN m. CURtIS 
San Francisco Lodge 304

Penngrove, CA
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SNPJ fraternal sympathies
Sis. Kathryn J. Butchko

• Lodge 749 •
JOHnStOwn, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 749 sadly 
report the July 20, 2022, pass-
ing of Sis. Kathryn J. “Jean” 
Butchko, 90, in London, Ohio. 
She was a 50-year SNPJ Lodge 
749 member.

Sis. Butchko was born July 
3, 1932, in Johnstown, a daugh-
ter of Sanford and Nova Haney.

Jean was a retired registered 
nurse in a career that spanned 
43 years. She was one of the 
sweetest people you could 
ever know with a loving and 
generous heart. She was always 
available for family and her 
many friends, and will truly 
be missed.

She is survived by her 
children, Dennis Butchko, 
Judy McNeilance and Barbara 
Beasy; three grandchildren; 
three great-grandchildren; 
and a sister, Sandra Ashman 
of Lebanon, Ohio.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband, John, and her 
parents.

A celebration of Sis. Butch-
ko’s life, followed by a memo-
rial service, was held July 29 
at Newcomer Funeral Home-
Southwest Chapel, Grove City, 
Ohio.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 749 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our condolences to Sis. 
Butchko’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Dorothy Wainer
• Lodge 138 •

StRABAnE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the Sept. 1, 2022, pass-
ing of Sis. Dorothy “Dot” 
Wainer, 89, of Canonsburg, 
Pa., in the home of her niece 
in West Alexander, Pa.

Sis. Wainer was born July 
31, 1933, in Canonsburg, a 
daughter of the late Joseph 
and Jennie Wieczorek Sza-
lanski. Dot was a graduate of 
the former Cecil High School 

and had attended Penn Com-
mercial Business School. Prior 
to her retirement, she had been 
a clerical worker in the Draft-
ing Department at the former 
McGraw Edison and Cooper 
Industries for many years. 

A 45-year SNPJ Lodge 138 
member, she was a lifetime 
member of St. Patrick Church, 
St. Oscar Romero Parish, in 
Canonsburg. She was also 
a member of St. Patrick’s 
Christian Mothers and Guild, 
Fraternal Order of Eagles, and 
the Polish Club. 

On Sept. 12, 1953, she mar-
ried Edward Lee Wainer, who 
passed away June 6, 1991.

Left behind to cherish her 
memory are her sister, Patty 
(Ron) Falcione of Venetia, 
Pa., and several nieces and 
nephews.

In addition to her husband 
and parents, she was preceded 
in death by her sister, Gloria J. 
Scears; and her brother, John 
Szalanski.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Wainer 
on Sept. 6 in St. Patrick Church. 
Interment followed in Forest 
Lawn Gardens, McMurray, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Wainer’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Wilma Gray
• Lodge 776 •

BOROugH OF SnPJ, Pa. 
— The members of Lodge 
776 sadly report the Sept. 15, 
2022, passing of Sis. Wilma 
Gray, 92, a lifelong resident of 
Darlington Twp., Pa.

Sis. Gray grew up in Big 
Beaver Borough, Pa., and 
graduated from Beaver Falls 
High School. For decades she 
served on the reunion com-
mittee for the Class of 1947, 
helping to plan the class’s 70th 
reunion in 2017.

She worked as a bookkeeper 
for the former Reeves Bank in 
Beaver Falls, Veon’s Trucking 

and Jack’s Service Station.
Throughout her life, Wilma 

was a faithful Lutheran and an 
example of Christian love and 
service. She labored tirelessly 
as a soup kitchen worker at 
the former Christ Lutheran 
Church in Beaver Falls, as a 
vacation Bible school volun-
teer at Mount Olive Lutheran 
Church in Chippewa, Pa., and 
as a Meals on Wheels driver.

Wilma enjoyed playing 
cards, attending her grandsons’ 
baseball and volleyball games, 
and feeding the birds at her 
Darlington home.

She is survived by her two 
children, Julie (George) Quay 
and Jon (Lisa) Gray; and her 
two grandsons, Grayson (Ma-
rissa) Quay and Carson Gray.

A service of Christian burial 
was held for Sis. Gray on Oct. 
22 at Hill and Kunselman 
Funeral Home, Beaver Falls.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 776 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Gray’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Joan Berty
• Lodge 6 •

SygAn, Pa. — The members 
of Lodge 6 sadly report the 
Sept. 17, 2022, passing of Sis. 
Joan M. Berty, 89, of Cecil, 
Pa., in TownView Health and 
Rehabilitation Center, Canons-
burg, Pa. 

Sis. Berty was born Feb. 
25, 1933, in Ambridge, Pa., 
a daughter of the late John 
and Anna C. Seman Vidmar. 
Joan lived most of her life in 
Cecil, where she was a 1951 
graduate of the former Cecil 
High School and a member 
of St. Mary’s Church, Corpus 
Christi Parish.

She had been employed by 
Mellon Bank and Feno’s Mar-
ket, and operated a home print-
ing business for many years.

A 71-year SNPJ member, 
she was also a member of 
the Cecil American Legion 
Auxiliary and Montour Trails 

Friends, and worked with her 
husband with Boy Scouts, 
Parks and Recreation, the 
Montour Trails, and the Cecil 
Fall Festival. 

She enjoyed cooking, bak-
ing and Pittsburgh sports, but 
what brought her the most 
pleasure was spending time 
with her family and friends.

On June 4, 1951, she mar-
ried Donald Berty, who passed 
away Nov. 3, 1998.

Left behind to cherish her 
memory are her beloved chil-
dren, D. Gregory (Diane) Berty 
of Clarksville, Tenn., Dennis 
(Patti) Berty of Cecil, and 
Kimberly (Rick) DeGennaro of 
North Strabane Twp., Pa.; five 
grandchildren, Jason (Chris-
tie) Berty, Timothy (Blair) 
Berty, Melissa (Matthew) 
Mabon, Gina (Andy) Schry 
and Cory (Jessica) DeGennaro; 
eight great-grandchildren; her 
brother, John “Sonny” (Rose) 
Vidmar of Canonsburg; and 
several nieces and nephews.

Private family visitation 
and services were held at Sis. 
Berty’s request. Interment fol-
lowed in Forest Lawn Gardens, 
McMurray, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 6 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our condolences to Sis. 
Berty’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Donna M. Naugle
• Lodge 254 Secretary •
BOn AIR, Pa. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 254 sadly report 
the Oct. 7, 2022, passing of 
Sis. Donna M. Naugle, 77, of 
Johnstown, Pa.

Sis. Naugle was born June 
8, 1945, in Johnstown, the 
daughter of Frank and Mary 
(Bizjak) Torok. A 1963 gradu-
ate of Franklin High School, 
she retired from Southwestern 
Cambria County Water Au-
thority after 23 years of service 
as office manager.

Donna was a 62-year mem-
ber of SNPJ Lodge 254 and 
had served as Lodge secretary 
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May they always rest in peace.
Sadly missed by Mary Lou (Lipovec) Vidergar; 

Frank, Gretchen, Anna & Ivan Vidergar;
Keith, Lisa (Vidergar) & Mia Lucas.

Frank J. Vidergar
Louis LipoVec

Mary LipoVec gLad
MichaeL gLad

Remembering our dear ones 
during this holiday season and always...

Frank & Mary Vidergar and edith

Always in our thoughts

Frank Joseph Vidergar
March 15, 1935 – Dec. 27, 2007

Fifteen years have 
passed since you left us.

Mary Lou
Frank Jr., Gretchen, Anna & Ivan

Lisa, Keith & Mia

We will always love you.

since 1984. She served as a 
Lodge 254 delegate to eight 
SNPJ Quadrennial Conven-
tions, held in 1986, 1990, 
1994, 1998, 2002, 2010, 2014 
and 2018.

She was also a member of 
St. Therese Catholic Church 
in Johnstown. 

Donna enjoyed bowling 
and was the secretary of the 
local SNPJ Bowling League 
for 50 years. She also enjoyed 
camping at Sunset Valley in 
Manns Choice, Pa.; working 
jigsaw puzzles; and crocheting 
afghans. 

Donna was a devoted moth-
er to her five children, “G” 
to her three grandchildren, 
and “GG” to her four great-
grandchildren. Her family 
would like to thank everyone 
who supported her throughout 
the years.

She is survived by her lov-
ing children, Lenay M. (Oz) 
Gamel of Tennessee, and 
Anthony J. (Vicki) Naugle Jr., 
JoCarol Naugle (John Pribish), 

PRoSVEtA Crossword
THANKSgIVINg (#1122) solution

Christine M. Naugle (Mark 
Rowser), and Drew A. (Missi) 
Naugle, all of Johnstown; 
her grandchildren, Brittni L. 
Walters, MaKayla M. Sral, 
and Mason A. Naugle, all of 
Johnstown; her great-grand-
children, Alessa, Alara and 
Axis Walters, and Sterling J. 
Miller; a sister-in-law, Char-
lotte Torok; a brother-in-law, 
Francis “Buck” Naugle; and 
several nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; her husband, 
Anthony J. Naugle Sr.; her 
brother, Richard F. Torok; and 
a special family friend, Larry 
Lehman. 

A Funeral Mass was cel-
ebrated for Sis. Naugle on 
Oct. 12 at St. Therese Catholic 
Church. Committal followed in 
Grandview Cemetery.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 254 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Naugle’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

KAREN A. PINtAR
National Secretary/COO

dEAthS REPoRtEd
For the month of October 2022
   dAtE of
LodGE NAmE dEAth CItY, StAtE
	 A01	 Therese	Bukowski	 06-30-2022	 McKees	Rocks,	Pa.
	 A18	 John	Bobak	III	 09-13-2022	 Ambridge,	Pa.
	 2	 Eileen	S.	Bosic	 11-20-2021	 Dekalb,	Ill.
	 6	 Jason	Sorcan	 09-09-2022	 Buckhannon,	W.va.
	 6	 Alma	M.	Fillmore	 09-23-2022	 Pittsburgh,	Pa.
	 6	 Joan	Berty	 09-17-2022	 Cecil,	Pa.
	 6	 valentina	L.	Kolbrich-Godina	 09-25-2022	 Brookfield,	Ohio
	 6	 John	A.	vicini	 09-09-2022	 Kittanning,	Pa.
	 6	 John	R.	Phillips	 09-26-2022	 Bethel	Park,	Pa.
	 6	 James	L.	Curl	 10-15-2022	 Oakdale,	Pa.
	 6	 vincent	Morante	Sr.	 09-11-2022	 Pittsburgh,	Pa.
	 6	 Elizabeth	Pokrajac	 10-08-2022	 Fredericksburg,	va.
	 8	 Margaret	A.	Hartwig	 06-23-2022	 West	LaFayette,	Ind.
	 41	 John	T.	Gombach	 09-22-2022	 Jeannette,	Pa.
	 87	 Barbara	L.	Nowicki	 07-12-2022	 Irwin,	Pa.
	 87	 Mary	A.	Kavel	 02-20-2022	 Herminie,	Pa.
	 106	 Mildred	A.	Wozniak	 09-15-2022	 Imperial,	Pa.
	 126	 Anne	J.	Lukanc	 09-28-2022	 Wickliffe,	Ohio
	 126	 Nancy	J.	Broers	 08-13-2022	 Mayfield	Hgts.,	Ohio
	 138	 Terry	Frantz	 07-25-2022	 Canonsburg,	Pa.
	 138	 Dorothy	Wainer	 09-01-2022	 Canonsburg,	Pa.
	 138	 Matt	Skittle	 04-03-2017	 Pittsburgh,	Pa.
	 138	 George	Bradley	Sabo	 09-20-2022	 Myrtle	Beach,	S.C.
	 142	 Giles	E.	Gobetz	 12-12-2020	 Willoughby	Hills,	Ohio
	 142	 Lawrence	A.	Prince	 10-01-2022	 Akron,	Ohio
	 142	 Dolores	G.	Blazetic	 10-04-2022	 Mentor,	Ohio
	 153	 Harry	J.	DePietro	 07-27-2022	 Girard,	Ohio
	 158	 Louis	D.	Mackanos	 08-03-2022	 Independence,	Ohio
	 165	 Clarence	A.	Brower	II	 06-11-2022	 Connellsville,	Pa.
	 218	 Bridget	Ann	Crider	 07-05-2022	 Pueblo,	Colo.
	 218	 Catherine	M.	Perry	 05-23-2018	 Aurora,	Colo.
	 225	 Philip	J.	Rankin	 09-05-2022	 Pittsburg,	Kan.
	 254	 Donna	M.	Naugle	 10-07-2022	 Johnstown,	Pa.
	 562	 Bernard	Matusik	 10-05-2022	 Adena,	Ohio
	 581	 Edwin	R.	Bowser	 05-25-2022	 Punxsutawney,	Pa.
	 581	 Barry	L.	Bush	 09-23-2022	 Osceola	Mills,	Pa.
	 584	 Der	Thao	 08-07-2022	 Minneapolis,	Minn.
	 584	 Dennis J. Jeampierre	 07-28-2022	 Slinger,	Wis.
	 584	 Rudolph	S.	Smole	 09-12-2022	 Olney,	Md.
	 584	 Debra	H.	Stanonik	 11-22-2021	 Beach	Park,	Ill.
	 584	 Patrick	J.	Casey	 10-12-2022	 Plymouth,	Minn.
	 614	 Joseph	M.	Juby	 10-01-2022	 Garfield	Hgts.,	Ohio
	 665	 Joseph	C.	Batelli	 08-09-2022	 Pittsburgh,	Pa.
	 665	 Sylvio	Baldessari	 09-22-2022	 Wexford,	Pa.
	 715	 Florence H. Pfoertner	 08-12-2022	 West	Mifflin,	Pa.
	 715	 Louis	v.	Kumer	Jr.	 08-09-2022	 Pittsburgh,	Pa.
	 723	 Anthony	G.	Pejack	 08-03-2022	 Yucaipa,	Calif.
	 723	 Sheryl	J.	Majdic	 08-01-2021	 Riverton,	Wyo.
	 749	 Wilber	L.	Smith	Jr.	 08-18-2022	 Johnstown,	Pa.
	 770	 vera	L.	Guthrie	 09-08-2022	 Bessemer,	Pa.
	 770	 Sally	A.	Cunningham	 10-02-2022	 Bessemer,	Pa.
	 782	 Karen	M.	Fallon	 09-11-2022	 Dayton,	Pa.
	 786	 Betty	J.	Godfrey	 10-01-2022	 Santee,	Calif.
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SNPJ membership Anniversaries 
December 2022

 Lodge member
	 6	 Robert	W.	Campbell
	 34	 Rose	M.	Debevc
	 106	 Richard	J.	Creehan
	 138	 Daniel	Wrubleski
	 142	 Jeanette	F.	Guthrie
	 142	 Frank	N.	Klemenc
	 142	 Lillian	v.	Pugel
	 158	 William	Stuber
	 158	 Carol	Stuber
	 216	 Mary	C.	Gaspersich
	 254	 Robert	Strazisar

 Lodge member
	 257	 Lelia	M.	Kotnik
	 559	 Gary	L.	Bogolin
	 576	 Louis	H.	Specogna
	 584	 Deborah	A.	Bozewicz
	 584	 Mary	B.	Hruby
	 603	 Samuel	W.	Pell
	 629	 Dennis	S.	Gorscak
	 665	 Bernard	D.	Salsbery		
	 749	 Karen	Fournier
	 749	 Robert	G.	Williams
	 749	 Mary	L.	Birkhimer

50-Year members

 Lodge member
	 6	 Edward	M.	Hogan
	 6	 Rose	L.	Pintar
	 8	 Carol	J.	Klut
	 33	 Michael	P.	Smolinsky
	 41	 Marlene	F.	Semple
	 87	 Carolyn	J.	Winkler
	 138	 Carolyn	L.	Murn
	 138	 Thomas	J.	Chesnic
	 207	 Jane	R.	Gates
	 218	 Robert	W.	Stupar

 Lodge member
	 223	 Joan	K.	Zisek
	 223	 Norma	J.	Pike
	 254	 Nancy	A.	Ozog
	 277	 Janet	K.	Rehman
	 576	 Sandra	Hallen
	 603	 George	E.	Benedict
	 715	 Albert	E.	Barber
	 723	 Kathryn	Roberts
	 A01	 Christine	Koenig

60-Year members

 Lodge member
	 5	 Anna	M.	Nelis
	 41	 Dorothy	J.	Stepic
	 106	 Geraldine	M.	Petronka
	 138	 Elizabeth	I.	Tomsic

 Lodge member
	 174	 Jerome	D.	Mozina
	 782	 Barbara	A.	Redinger
	 A01	 Barbara	M.	Fitzpatrick

70-Year members

80-Year members
 Lodge member
	 216	 Catherine	Kratz
	 559	 Rudolph	W.	Silc

 Lodge member
	 564	 Jennie	Mather

by MICHELLE HRIBAR-HERNANDEz
Lodge 1 President

CHICAgO — Slavija Lodge 1 sadly 
reports the recent loss of four longtime 
members. 

This summer, on July 21, Bro. Jack 
Marinich passed away. He was a lifetime 
member and is survived by family who are 
SNPJ members. 

On Sept. 9 we lost Bro. Chuck O’Connell. 
Bro. O’Connell served as chairman of the 
Lodge auditors for several years. He and his 
late wife, former SNPJ National Treasurer 
Sis. Marlene O’Connell, were very active 
in our Lodge and the SNPJ. 

On Oct. 16 we lost Sis. Arla Faye Fran-
chi. Sis. Franchi served as Lodge recording 
secretary for many years. She was a lifelong 
SNPJ member and ran for Miss SNPJ in the 
1950s. In the early 1980s when her children, 
Alicia and Adena, were members of Youth 
Circle 26, she was instrumental in helping 
raise funds for the Circle’s trip to Slovenia. 

On Oct. 22 we lost Bro. Frank Mikec. 
For many years, Bro. Mikec served 
on the Lodge auditing committee. He 
regularly attended meetings and Lodge 
social activities. He was also a lifelong 
SNPJ member. 

Our deepest sympathies to the family 
and friends of our beloved members. We 
will truly miss them. 

Over the summer, on June 29, members 
attended a performance of “Steel Magno-
lias” at Drury Lane Theatre in Oak Brook 
Terrace, Ill., and on Aug. 14 attended the 
Lemont Cultural Center annual picnic. 

During our most recent meeting, held 
Sept. 11, members reported attending the 
Slovenian Cultural Center picnic in Lem-
ont, Ill., held in August. Members enjoyed 
the Slovenian food, the polkas, and the 
games for the children. 

For the balance of the year, Lodge 
members will attend the Chicago Federa-
tion Christmas party on Dec. 3 in Lemont; 
participate in a Christmas walk in the 
Grotto at the Slovenian Cultural Center 
in Lemont; and hold our annual elec-
tions and Christmas luncheon on Sunday, 
Dec. 11, starting at noon, location to be 
announced. If you plan to attend, please 
contact Secretary Hribar at (708) 598-2570 
for venue details. 

As we pause to remember our deceased 
members, we wish you a happy and healthy 
holiday season.

’Tis the season for Slavija Lodge 1 to remember

Slavija Lodge 1 members attending the Slovenian Cultural Center picnic in August 
enjoyed the Slovenian food, the polka music, and the children’s games.

In June, Slavija 
Lodge members 
attended a 
performance of 
“Steel Magnolias” 
at Drury Lane 
Theatre in Oak 
Brook Terrace, Ill.

Hodgepodge
from the

Reveliers Lodge
by CHRISTINE PETuKAuSKAS

Lodge 33 Secretary/Treasurer

AMBRIdgE, Pa. — I hope you are all 
enjoying these unseasonably warm tem-
peratures in November. The sun is shining 
and it’s 79 degrees as I write this article. 
Fall has been picturesque, and the colors 
have been magnificent!

Lodge 33 would like to congratulate 
one of our members who has reached an 
amazing milestone. Jean Grandovic is an 
80-year Reveliers Lodge member, and 

we want to give a big shout-out to her on 
this special occasion. Wow! Best wishes 
to Jean as she celebrates her 80-year an-
niversary as an SNPJ member. Cheers 
from your Lodge officers and members 
– we’re all proud of you and send you our 
warmest wishes!

December is here, and with that comes 
all the merriment of the most wonderful 
time of the year! The Reveliers Lodge 
33 Christmas celebration will be com-
bined again this year and hosted by our 
friends from Aliquippa, Pa., Lodge 729. 
This holiday luncheon will take place 
Saturday, Dec. 10, from noon until 3 p.m. 
at the SNPJ Lodge 106 Banquet Hall in 
Imperial, Pa.

The celebration will include a buffet 
lunch, a Chinese auction, and a 50/50 
drawing. We ask that you bring non-
perishable food items for the local food 
bank. We can’t forget that there will be 

music to add to the festivities, as well as a 
very special guest who will be ringing his 
“Ho-Ho-Ho”-holiday jingle bells!

Please RSVP to Irene Pendel at (412) 
418-8704 with a call or text if you will be 
attending. The deadline to respond is Dec. 
4. We hope many of our members and their 
guests can attend to get in the holiday spirit 
while enjoying the camaraderie among old 
and new friends!

Welcome to our newest member Bar-
bara Komar. We hope to see you soon, 
and invite you to join us at an upcoming 
Lodge 33 meeting. We’re glad to have 
you on board!

May the greatest blessings of this 
Christmas season be peace in your hearts 
and joy in your homes. Spending time with 
family and friends is the best gift of all! 
As we welcome the New Year, best wishes 
to all for good health, good friends and 
good times – vse najboljše!

PRoSVEtA Crossword
Happy Holidays (#1222) by StatePoint Media

ACRoSS
1. Pilgrim’s destination
6. Make a scene
9. Rubik’s puzzle
13. Hawaii environs
14. Toothy fish
15. Cone-shaped dwelling
16. White Swan in
 “Swan Lake” ballerina
17. ____-Wan Kenobi
18. *Decorate with wreaths
  and holly, e.g.
19. *Either dessert or 
  source of heat (2 words)
21. *____ Day, or second day
  of Christmastide
23. Land parcel
24. Strauss of denim fame
25. Broadband access
 overseer, acr.
28. Clarified butter
30. Acute one and obtuse one
35. Southeastern Asian country
37. Jouster’s breastplate
39. Shrewdness
40. Caspian basin river
41. *Pasadena’s Tournament
  of ____
43. Tel ____, Israel
44. Native American emblem
46. “Why not?”
47. Hitchhiker’s quest
48. Omits when speaking

50. Hard to find
52. Bear’s winter quarters
53. Hoodwink
55. Scepter’s partner
57. *Number of days
  in Christmastide
60. *“ugly” holiday party garb?
64. Prepare a letter
65. “Bingo!”
67. Hunger for
68. Pass-the-baton race
69. *Cranberry sauce
  sometimes comes from it
70. Same as tori
71. Raise the roof
72. german river
73. Stall sound

doWN
1. Whiny and miserable
2. Shade of beige
3. Finish a ceiling, to a plasterer
4. Marlboro alternative
5. Not digital
6. Bug-eyed
7. Not uber
8. Social group
9. ghana monetary unit
10. Second word of
 many fairytales
11. Cause of Titanic’s demise
12. Poetic “even”
15. Burdensome

20. Not this or that
22. Lab eggs
24. Time off
25. *Champagne holder
26. *Wassailing composition
27. Raccoon’s South American
 cousin
29. Feeling of superiority, pl.
31. ____ gum, food additive
32. Furiously angry
33. Exclude or omit
34. *Number of candles in
  kinara, Kwanzaa
36. *Troika vehicle
38. “Will be,” according to Doris
42. Asian goat antelope
45. Potpourri
49. Chevy Suburban, e.g.
51. Builds
54. *Popular holiday wish
56. Munchausen’s title
57. *Bedecked arbor
58. Shakespeare, to his friends?
59. And others, for short
60. Minus
61. Tropical edible root
62. Anon’s partner
63. Take a load off
64. Like some humor
66. *Traditional main
  holiday dish
the solution to puzzle #1222 will 
run in the Jan. 2 issue.

© StatePoint Media

Looking for information on your SNPJ life 
insurance and annuity policies? Visit snpj.
org, click the PolicyView link, then follow 
the step-by-step instructions.

at your fingertips
information

This new, keepsake Slovenian 
cookbook, published in English, is 
available for purchase through the 
SNPJ Slovenian Heritage Center

$3700 each
includes postage

Name __________________________________________

Address ________________________________________

City/State/zip ____________________________________

Email __________________________________________

Phone ____________________  Number of copies _____

Return completed order form with full payment to:
SNPJ heritage Center • 270 martin Road • Enon Valley, PA  16120

slovenia

Make check or money order payable to SNPJ heritage Center
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by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — For 
many years, SNPJ members 
have enjoyed the unique and 
truly remarkable facility that 
is the SNPJ Recreation Center. 
The experiences and count-
less memories that have been 
made there are treasured by 
thousands. The Recreation 
Center is now more than 50 
years old and, as with so many 
things, time, along with wear 
and tear, have taken their toll.

The large upper cabins, 
situated opposite the lake 
along Martin Road, are some 
of the first structures that were 
built on the property. Cabins 
#1 and #2 have already been 
completed. The budgeted cost 
to complete one cabin was 
$28,000. There are a total of 
24 large cabins and 12 motel 
units as part of this project. It 
will take a significant amount 
of capital to finish this project, 
and will likely take years to 
complete. The more dona-
tions we receive, the quicker 
we can complete the project. 
Since this is not a cultural 
or educational (scholarship) 

cause, but rather, recreational 
in nature, contributions are 
not considered tax deductible. 

We encourage Lodges, 
Federations, members, friends 
and other organizations to con-
tribute. Several have already 
contributed. While we do of-
fer “Club Level” recognition, 
all donations will be listed in 
ProSveta.

Donors at the following 
Club Levels will receive  their 
name on a plaque inside the 
corresponding cabin: Bronze 
Level, $1,000; Silver Level, 
$5,000; Gold Level, $10,000; 
and Platinum Level, $25,000.

Donation checks can be 
made payable to “SNPJ.” 
Please indicate “Cabin Reno-
vation” in the memo area. 
Provide your name and ad-
dress, and the acknowledg-
ment name and address if the 
donation is made in memory 
of someone. 

Send your donation to 
Slovene National Benefit 
Society, 247 West Allegheny 
Rd., Imperial, PA 15126. All 
donations are greatly appreci-
ated. Thank you in advance 
for your support!

Support the Rec Center Cabin Renovation Project
Before

After

1.

2.

1.

2.

All-Events
$5 per 
person

YES/NO

Highest 
Average
2021-22

Lodge
  No.

Doubles & Singles 
Entry fee $30 per person

Friday/Saturday Only

1.

2.

3.

4.

Highest
Average
2021-22

Lodge
No.

Four Person Team Event
Entry fee $60 per team

Sunday Only

Submit bowlers’ names by position in lineup

SnPJ winter Classic Bowling tournament
February 17-19, 2023

Team name _____________________________________
Team captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

co-sponsored by SNPJ Lodge 6 and SNPJ Lodge 138 
and SNPJ Athletic Districts 1 and 2

wOMEn
doubles & Singles Events

at Sygan Lodge 6 
540 Third Ave.

Bridgeville, PA 15017
Phone: (412) 221-9862

 Saturday, Feb. 18, 9:30 a.m.
 Saturday, Feb. 18, 2:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 17, 6:30 p.m.

 Saturday, Feb. 18, 9 a.m.
 Saturday, Feb. 18, 2 p.m.

MEn
doubles & Singles Events

at Strabane Lodge 138 
269 Latimer Ave.

Strabane, PA 15363
Club: (724) 745-9860
Lanes: (724) 745-9775

 Sunday, Feb. 19, 9 a.m.
 Sunday, Feb. 19, Noon
 Sunday, Feb. 19, 3 p.m.

MEn
team Event

at Sygan Lodge 6 
540 Third Ave.

Bridgeville, PA 15017
Phone: (412) 221-9862

The entry fee for each event is $15 per bowler, $9.00 of which shall be used for prizes 
and $6.00 for bowling. An extra $5 is charged to all who desire to compete for 

handicap all-events prizes. The Slovene National Benefit Society adds $6 
per member to each prize fund except all-events.

Return form, along with fees of $15 per person, per event, to:
Jason Cadez, Tournament Secretary

179 Alexander Ave., Strabane, PA 15363
e-mail: cadez138@gmail.com • Phone: (724) 299-1138

Make checks payable to SnPJ Lodge 138
ENTRY DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 1, 2023

The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament 
rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department, 

247 West Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126.

wOMEn
team Event

at Strabane Lodge 138 
269 Latimer Ave.

Strabane, PA 15363
Club: (724) 745-9860
Lanes: (724) 745-9775

 Sunday, Feb. 19, 9:30 a.m.
 Sunday, Feb. 19, 12:30 p.m.
 Sunday, Feb. 19, 3:30 p.m.

Rec Center Cabin Renovation donations
for the month of October 2022
The	Petukauskas	family	(33),	Conway,	Pa. ......$25
In	memory	of	Greg	Preisser

The following donations were made
in	memory	of	Josephine	Bole:

Anna	E.	Evanish	(715),	Oakdale,	Pa. ............$100
John	W.	and	Denise	E.	Droneburg,
Frederick, Md. ................................................$100
Jamie	&	Patti	Evanish	(715),	Oakdale,	Pa. ......$50

Bob	&	Cheryl	Baker,	Ijamsville,	Md. .................$50
Louise	vett	(31),	Poland,	Ohio .........................$50
David	&	Peggy	Cushman	(138),	Houston,	Pa. ...$25
Kathleen	Paulenich	(776),	Sharon,	Pa. ............$25

The following donations were made
in	memory	of	James	L.	Curl:

SNPJ	Lodge	138,	Strabane,	Pa. ....................$250
Aleksandra	Slavkovic,	Pittsburgh ...................$100
Ken	&	Karen	Pintar	(6),	Bridgeville,	Pa. .........$100
David	&	Peggy	Cushman	(138),	Houston,	Pa. ...$50
Kathleen	Paulenich	(776),	Sharon,	Pa. ............$25
Amy	D.	Mavrich	(138),	Canonsburg,	Pa. .........$20

Bro. JoE bENEdICt, a former SNPJ Lodge 603 president, 
demonstrates the finer points of making guava jelly to Samsula youth 
Circle 57 members. The Circle members sold the jelly to raise funds for 
the youth Circle treasury.

Lodge 603 hosting the 
Samsula Christmas 
Parade to ring in 
the holiday season

SAmSULA PARAdE
FROM PAgE 1 

Our Lodge 603 celebrated Halloween on Oct. 29 
with a nice crowd in attendance. At first, the celebra-
tion was canceled, and then Nancy Bass and her niece, 
Rhee Goinera, stepped up and carried out the long 
Lodge 603 Halloween tradition.

The cakewalk was the favorite of the evening, and 
the spaces stayed full for most of the walks. Barbara 
Benedict and her sister, Lodge President Connie 
Massey, were in charge of the cakewalk. Several 
volunteers manned the spookhouse and other games. 
Prizes were donated by our Lodge hall treasury and 
the Samsula Woman’s Club; all proceeds benefited 
Youth Circle 57.

We have purchased a new street sign for the Lodge 
with the help of the Samsula Woman’s Club. As you 
pass the Lodge hall, be sure to look for Lodge activi-
ties. Thanks are extended to Diana Shedd for taking 
care of the purchase and delivery.

A huge thanks is extended to Cindy Griswold who 
collected $1,100 worth of gift cards from merchants 
and donated them to hurricane victims in Samsula 
and the surrounding areas.  She also collected several 
dining room sets and other items, including coffee 
tables, housewares, children’s toys, clothing, and 
lots of linens that were given away at the Lodge hall 
Oct. 21-23.

A special thank you is also extended to SNPJ Na-
tional Secretary Karen Pintar who telephoned to check 
on Lodge officers and members, and wished everyone 
well as Hurricane Ian was approaching Samsula. Our 
local farmers suffered entire loss of crops, and others 
suffered extensive damage to homes, barns, etc.

Lodge 603 will meet to conduct a business session 
and covered dish dinner on Monday, Dec. 5, at 6:30 p.m.

Lodge dues for the year remain at $10 per member.  
You may send checks or money orders to  Lodge Trea-
surer Ruth Benedict, 3605 Darby Rd., New Smyrna 
Beach, FL 32168.

Merry Christmas and happy New Year 2023! So 
long for now – see you at the Lodge hall!

Samsula youth Circle members and their mentor, Joe Benedict, take a 
well-deserved break after filling many jars of guava jelly.

Merry, Merry
by MARTy KuMER
Lodge 715 President

unIvERSAL, Pa. — It’s December, 
when our thoughts mostly focus on Christ-
mas... the Immaculate Conception, the 
birth of Jesus Christ.

Was Mary a virgin, or did Joseph just 
make up that story to protect her reputa-
tion? Or did Mary make up the story to 
not hurt Joseph’s feelings? Let’s just ac-
cept the Bible’s version, complete with a 
shining star, three kings, a manger and a 

silent night.
Don’t doubt an event that has trans-

formed a world, has been celebrated in 
countries everywhere (including Slovenia) 
for hundreds of years, has brought joy 
to millions of children anticipating and 
receiving gifts, and hope to us for peace 
on Earth and good will to all. 

Too bad Christmas is just one day. We 
should have the spirit of Christmas every 
day: By giving, we receive; to love is to be 
loved; by helping others we help ourselves.

It’s a lot like fraternalism. SNPJ is con-
structed to help our members. To provide 
our families with security. To help plan our 
futures. To provide fellowship and a sense 

of belonging. To celebrate our heritage, 
and to perpetuate it.

By volunteering your time, service 
and skills, you promote fraternalism and 
benefit yourself in many ways. Respect, 
dependability and integrity are not virtues 
money can buy.

This is my last article of the year. I 
hope they were interesting, entertained 
you somewhat, and made you think a 
little – or a lot!

Be a thinker. Be wary of propaganda. 
Real news is factual. Opinion should be 
labeled as opinion. But lies and distortions 
are downright propaganda.

Merry Christmas to all!

GoStILNA ChEf dINNER
FROM PAgE 1 

by Frank and Darryl Valen-
cic greeted arriving guests; 
a special hvala lepa (thank 
you) to the musicians for 
adding a special touch to 
the evening.

Jure Žmauc introduced the 
chefs and spoke a bit about 
Maribor and its legendary 
grape vine, the oldest in 
the world. After the meal, 
Chef Simona gave a short 
explanation about each of 
the selections. We had more 
than 80 people at the dinner, 
and everyone attending thor-
oughly enjoyed the evening.

Special thanks to Hannah 
Chauvet and SNPJ Lodge 106 
for providing the hall and 
kitchen for this event, and for 
helping to coordinate.

These visiting chefs are 
participating in an exchange 
program which is being 

organized by Jure Žmauc, 
former Slovenian Consul 
General and current president 
of SABA (Slovenian-Amer-
ican Business Association). 
Special thanks to SABA, to 
OZS (Chamber of Craft and 
Small Business in Slovenia), 
to SPS (Slovenian Enter-
prise Fund), and to SPIRIT 
Slovenia (Public Agency for 
Entrepreneurship, Interna-
tionalization, Foreign Invest-
ments and Technology) who 
have made possible the visit of 
Chef Simona and Chef Robi. 
We look forward to meeting 
the next visiting chefs and 
will let you know when the 
arrangements are in place.

For more photos of the 
recent dinner, and news of 
upcoming chef dinners, you 
can check the SNPJ Heritage 
Center Facebook page, or e-
mail GostilnaChefDinner@
gmail.com.

a taste of the Štajerska 
region at Chef Dinner

[Above]
Chefs 
Simona 
zdovc and 
Robi Breznik, 
from Fudo 
in Maribor, 
plate the 
meals 
served for 
the gostilna 
Chef Dinner.


