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The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are April 3 and May 1. All material must 
be received by noon on Monday, March 
13, for the April 3 issue, and by Monday, 
April 17, for the May 1 issue. If you’re 
concerned about making the deadline, 
send an e-mail to prosveta@snpj.com 
or submit your material via the publi-
cations area of our website, snpj.org.

THE
DEADLINE

Home Office closed for 
the Society anniversary
IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office will be closed Monday, April 
10, in observance of the Society’s 119th 
anniversary, which we celebrate each 
year on April 6. Normal office hours, 8 
a.m. until 5 p.m., will resume Tuesday, 
April 11.

miliana marie Braddock
Born Nov. 5, 2021

Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138
SNPJ Lodge 138 welcomes new member 
Miliana Marie Braddock. Miliana is the 
daughter of Christopher Braddock and 
Antonetta Wagner-Braddock, and the 
granddaughter of Greg and Maria Binotto, 
all Lodge 138 members. She also joins her 
siblings, Payton Wagner, and Christian, 
Mia and Giovanni Braddock, as a member 
of Lodge 138. We welcome Miliana to the 
Society and extend our best wishes to her 
entire family.

by COuRTNEy KOENIG
Fraternal Director

IMPERIAL, Pa. — This year’s SNPJ Young 
Adult Conference (YAC) is scheduled the week-
end of June 16-18 at the SNPJ Recreation Center.

The Young Adult Conference is a weekend-
long program designed for 18- to 30-year-old 
SNPJ members to learn about membership 
benefits, and to voice their ideas, opinions and 
concerns regarding the Society. It is also an 
opportunity to participate in a volunteer project 

As the 2023 YAC delegate election deadline nears,
young adults should contact their Lodge secretaries

during the weekend.
YAC delegates are elected by their Lodges; 

those interested in attending the conference 
should contact their Lodge secretary. The Soci-
ety will pay for delegate transportation, lodging 
and meals throughout the weekend. The 2023 
conference will include a community service 
project, and a brief meeting is also scheduled. 
The chairman for this year’s conference is 
Justin Rigler (449).

Eligibility is based on birthdate. All Young 

Adult Conference delegates and surrogate del-
egates must have reached their 18th birthday by 
June 16, 2023, and can be no older than 30 as of 
June 18, 2023. Delegates and surrogates must 
be active SNPJ members with a life insurance 
or annuity policy currently in force or paid-up 
with the SNPJ.

Regular delegates to the Young Adult Confer-
ence represent their own Lodge, and have a voice 

SEE YAC ELECtIoNS
ON PAGE 5

Courtney Koenig, a former Miss 
SNPJ, joins the Home Office staff

CoURtNEY KoENIg (138)
A former Miss SNPJ, Courtney joined the 
SNPJ Home Office staff as Fraternal Director 
in February.

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — I am pleased to introduce 
Courtney Koenig as our new part-time SNPJ 
Fraternal Director. Courtney started in the 
position on Feb. 6.

The former Miss SNPJ 2004, Courtney is 
very passionate about SNPJ, having grown up 
in the Society. She was a member of Youth 
Circle 19, eventually becoming Circle presi-
dent. She attended Youth Roundup as a junior 
and regular counselor, the TEL Workshop as a 
delegate and counselor, and the Young Adult 
Conference. In addition, she has submitted 
articles to PROSVETA and the former Voice 
of Youth magazine.

Courtney currently serves as the Miss SNPJ 
Pageant director and previously served on the 
Pageant Committee for several years. She has 
also held office at her home Lodge 138, serving 
as recording secretary and Circle director, and 
has participated in numerous athletic tourna-
ments as well as National SNPJ Days.

Courtney brings a wealth of professional 
skills to the position, much of which she has 
developed throughout her career. She certainly 
has the “fraternal” personality necessary to work 
with SNPJ members, and her communication 
skills have been honed dating back to her reign 
as Miss SNPJ.

We are happy to welcome Courtney to her 
new role with SNPJ. As a further introduction to 
the SNPJ Fraternal Director, Courtney submits 
the following:

“Greetings, Brothers and Sisters. I wanted 
to take a moment to introduce myself. Some 
of you may know me already, but for those of 
you who don’t, my name is Courtney (Pabian) 
Koenig. I was born and raised in Canonsburg, 
Pa., have been a lifelong member of Lodge 
138 in Strabane, Pa., and grew up in Youth 
Circle 19.

“I am beyond thrilled to have been chosen 
as the new Fraternal Director. I know I have 
some big shoes to fill. I may not have jokes 
at the ready or be musically inclined and play 
guitar, but I sure can polka! I do hope that I 
can make everyone in this great organization 
proud.

“I bring with me years of attending SNPJ 
events on both the local and national levels. I 
served as a counselor for Youth Roundup, as a 
delegate and counselor for TEL, and as delegate 
to the Young Adult Conference.

“Being Miss SNPJ 2004 allowed me the 
opportunity to travel to many events during the 
SNPJ Centennial celebration year and meet so 
many of you. Following my reign, I served on 
the Miss SNPJ Pageant Committee with our 
late Fraternal Director, Kevin Richards, for 
many years. Then with the vote to discontinue 
the pageant a few years ago, a group of former 
Miss SNPJs, myself included, banded together 
to present to our National Board a plan to rein-
state the pageant. As you know, we were very 
successful in our endeavor.

“SNPJ is so much more than the programs 

SEE fRAtERNAL dIRECtoR
ON PAGE 7

by KATHy PAuLENICH (776)
SNPJ Heritage Center Director

BOROugH Of SNPJ, Pa. — Spring is just 
around the corner now, and I always look 
forward to the month of March when the time 
“springs” ahead an hour (I prefer the darker 
mornings, with the sunlight lasting longer in 
the evening).

The SNPJ Heritage Center closes for the 
winter season, but the committee does meet a 
few times via conference calls to plan for the 
coming season. We held a conference call meet-
ing in January to make plans for the upcoming 
2023 season. For now, I will highlight two of 
our upcoming events.

Several Heritage Center Committee mem-
bers will be driving to Washington, D.C., in 
May to attend the EU Open House at the Slove-
nian Embassy. This all-day event is scheduled 
Saturday, May 13, when many of the European 
Union embassies open their doors.

We have participated in this event for 
about 10 years, taking our traveling museum 

SNPJ Heritage Center Committee 
preparing for the upcoming season

to display there. We also have several button 
box musicians perform to add to this festive 
event. If you are in the area, be sure to stop 
by and say hello.

Mark your calendars for Heritage Center 
Weekend, June 9-11, at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center. We will kick off the weekend with 
Patty Candela & the Guys playing in the 
Gostilna from 7 to 10 p.m. on Friday, June 9. 
The next day will be a full day of activities, 
including a balina tournament organized by 
Denny Brand in the morning, a paint and sip 
class with Sarah Loudon in the afternoon, and 
bingo in the evening. Of course, the Heritage 
Center gift shop will be open on Saturday 
from 1 to 5 p.m.

To close out the weekend, on Sunday, June 
11, we’ll host our annual picnic with music by 
the Frank Stanger Orchestra alternating with 
the Western Pa. Button Box Club from 1 to 6 
p.m. at the Heritage Pavilion.

I’ll have more to report following our next 
conference call. Stay warm and be safe!

SEE SNPJ fARm SEASoN
ON PAGE 5

by DON SRNICK (158)
SNPJ Farm Board

SNPJ Region 3 Vice President

KIRtLANd, Ohio — Greetings, frater-
nal Brothers and Sisters. The SNPJ Farm, 
located at 10946 Heath Road in Kirtland, 
is getting ready for another great season of 
Slovenian picnics and polka dances.

The 2023 season opens Saturday, May 20, 
as we host our third annual Music Festival 
and Craft Show featuring 16 polka bands, 50 
craft vendors, Bill Azman’s award-winning 
sausages, a wine bar, and a food truck and 
various food vendors. In addition, Gerri 
Trebets and her crew will be cooking up 
some delicious food in our kitchen.

As always, the SNPJ Farm grounds offer 
balina courts, cornhole, horseshoes and a 
great playground for the kids. Grandma and 
grandpa can watch the kiddies play as they 
sit on a new bench donated by Miss SNPJ 
1970 Patti Hlebak Miskulin (158). 

SNPJ Farm 
season opens 
with annual 
Music Festival

The $100 winner of the third 
quarter drawing in the 2022

SNPJ Recommender Program:
Kaytee A. Bartley

Lodge 89, Midway, Pa.
Congratulations, and

thank you for participating!

And 
the
winner is...

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The Miss SNPJ 
Pageant Booster Fund is accepting dona-
tions. There are numerous costs associated 
with the pageant, and your donations, both 
large and small, are truly appreciated 
to help defray those costs. Please make 
checks payable to SNPJ, noting “Miss 
SNPJ Pageant” on the memo line, and 
mail your donation to Slovene National 
Benefit Society, Att’n. Miss SNPJ Pageant 
Booster Fund, 247 West Allegheny Rd., 
Imperial, PA 15126.

Your pageant donations
support SNPJ tradition

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Take advantage of 
SNPJ’s Recommender Program which 
offers members an enhanced benefit for 
encouraging family, children, friends and 
acquaintances to join SNPJ. The recom-
mender will receive $10 for each valid 
referral, and every valid referral earns the 
recommender one entry in the quarterly 
drawing for a chance to win $100. Pay 
a visit to the SNPJ website, snpj.org, to 
complete an online Recommender form 
and get a head start on your reward.

Have you recommended
a new member lately?

follow SNPJ on 
facebook!
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•	 MAY	6-7 ......SNPJ National Bowling Tournament 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. Games will be bowled at 
Colonial Lanes, New Castle, Pa.

•	 MAY	20 .......Third annual Music Festival & Craft 
Show at the SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio

•	 MAY	27 .......CAL Don Gorjup Golf Open at Roll-
ing Green Golf Course, Huntsburg, Ohio. 
For information contact Rick Gorjup at 
(440) 354-5001 or (440) 773-3233.

•	 JUNE	9-11 ..... SNPJ Heritage Center weekend 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center. For 
additional information phone the SNPJ 
Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-767-
5732 or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

•	 JUNE	16-18 ... SNPJ young Adult Conference at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. For registration and event 
details contact the SNPJ Home Office 
at 1-800-843-7675.

•	 JUNE	18 .....Annual Father’s Day picnic at the 
SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio. Hosted by 
Loyalites Lodge 158.

•	 JULY	7-9 ........ The 40th Slovenefest and the 
65th Miss SNPJ Pageant at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. For more information 
phone the Recreation Center toll-free at 
1-877-767-5732.

•	 JULY	16 ......Cleveland Federation/SNPJ Farm 
Board picnic at the SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, 
Ohio.

•	 JULY	30-AUG.	5 .... Family Week at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. 
For more information phone the SNPJ 
Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-767-
5732 or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

•	 SEPT.	1-3 ...... National SNPJ Days weekend at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of 
SNPJ, Pa. For details phone the SNPJ 
Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-767-
5732 or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Does the SNPJ 
have your current e-mail address?

The SNPJ Home Office periodi-
cally sends out e-mails to advertise the 
many benefits we offer our members. 
You can also receive information 
about our fraternal programs, events 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center, ath-
letic tournaments, and product and 
annuity updates through this e-mail 
communication.

In order to receive this information, 
we need your current e-mail address. 
If we don’t have your e-mail address, 
we ask that you send an e-mail to the 
Home Office addressed to snpj@snpj.
com. We will then be able to update 
your contact information.

We try to keep in touch with all of 
our members as often as possible, and 
this is a very cost-efficient and timely 
way to deliver information.

Help the SNPJ Home Office 
by updating your e-mail address
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__________________________
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__________________________
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__________________________
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by MICHELLE VON MERTA-SuSTARICH
Lodge 304 Secretary

SAN fRANcIScO — On Feb. 
4, SNPJ Lodge 304 members went 
to see San Francisco’s NBA team, 
the Golden State Warriors, play 
the Dallas Mavericks, which is the 
team of Slovenia’s very own NBA 
superstar Luka Dončić!

Unfortunately, Dončić was 
unable to make the trip to San 
Francisco due to a heel injury, so 
Lodge members didn’t get to see 
him play. Nonetheless, everyone 

still had a great time, and we even 
had the chance to visit courtside 
for pregame festivities as we en-
joyed our first Lodge activity of 
the year. 

The Warriors were ahead for 
most of the game, but in the fourth 
quarter the Mavericks gave it their 
all and gained quickly on the War-
riors. The final score of the game: 
Warriors 119-Mavericks 113.

Lodge members would like to 
thank Lodge auditor Jessica Shobar 
for arranging this event.

Despite an absent Dončić, 
Lodge 304 members enjoy 
a Warriors-Mavericks game

[Above] Showing their Slovenian pride, San Francisco Lodge 304 
members were treated to a courtside visit during the Feb. 4 Golden State 
Warriors-Dallas Mavericks game.
[Below] The overhead scoreboard at Chase Center, the home of the 
Golden State Warriors, displayed a welcome for SNPJ Lodge 304 
members who were among the groups in attendance.

by LINDA SERRO (87)
Miss SNPJ 1967

Miss SNPJ Pageant Commission

BOROugH Of SNPJ, Pa. — If 
you are a former Miss SNPJ, how 
many years has it been since you 
were crowned? 

Remember the nervousness of 
the competition? The surprise and 
thrill of being chosen? If you are 
a family member or friend of a 
former Miss SNPJ, you probably 
remember the excitement too. 

We’d like to bring back all of 
the memories that we share in 
the Miss SNPJ sisterhood, and 
we need the help of former Miss 

SNPJs, family and friends to 
locate them.

The pageant held during Slo-
venefest, July 7-9, will mark the 
65th anniversary of the Miss SNPJ 
Pageant. It almost seems impos-
sible! The Miss SNPJ Pageant 
Commission is trying to locate 
as many former Miss SNPJs as 
possible to mark this milestone. 
If you are a former Miss SNPJ or 
know a former Miss SNPJ, please 
send current contact information 
to missSNPJlegacy@gmail.com.

During Slovenefest, we have 
planned some special events for 
all former Miss SNPJ titleholders, 

including a pancake breakfast on 
Sunday morning, and a “sashing 
ceremony” for all former Miss 
SNPJs in attendance prior to the 
crowning of Miss SNPJ 2024.

We hope to hear from many of 
you. Come be part of the excite-
ment! We can use volunteers to 
help as well.

If you have any suggestions of 
ways to honor the former Miss 
SNPJs, please send your ideas 
along. Even if you cannot attend 
this year’s Miss SNPJ Pageant, 
we’d like to have your contact 
information to keep the legacy we 
share current.

Former Miss SNPJs: Where are they now?

Miss SNPJ 1967 LINdA SERRo (87) 
received congratulations from late SNPJ 
National President Joseph L. Culkar during 
the Miss SNPJ crowning ceremony.

The SNPJ Lodge 581 
officers for 2023: 
[standing, from left] 
President PAt mooRE, 
auditor BILL 
gRoLEmUNd, 
Secretary/Treasurer 
mARCIA BLEggI, 
[seated, from left] 
auditors JohN mooRE 
and JohN tRohA.

by MARCIA KLANCER BLEGGI
Lodge 581 Secretary/Treasurer

St. MARYS, Pa. — Lodge 581 
members held their first meeting of 
2023 on Feb. 5 at the Wildwoods in 
St. Marys. The first order of business 
was to install our Lodge officers for 
2023: President Pat Moore, Secretary/
Treasurer Marcia Bleggi, and auditors 
John Moore, John Troha and Bill 
Grolemund.

Members discussed projects for 
the year. The annual Jackson Road 
cleanup is scheduled April 15 with 
a rain date on April 22. This event 
begins with coffee, donuts and potica 
served at 9 a.m. After completing 
Jackson Road, we will have lunch at 
the Troha camp and then continue 
with a cleanup of the Rathbun section 
of West Creek Road.

Anyone willing to help is welcome 
to spend some time with us. It’s a fun 
time for all ages, and we’re always 
surprised when we find treasures 
along the road!

On April 16, Lodge members will 
help with the Molly B and SqueezeBox 
and Ted Lange polka dance hosted 
by the North Central Pennsylvania 
Polka Boosters, which will be held 
at the Johnsonburg Fire Hall in 
Johnsonburg, Pa. This promises to 
be a fun time and will include excel-
lent entertainment by Molly B, and 
dinner and refreshments available 
from the Johnsonburg firemen. Call 
Pat Moore at (814) 837-9218 for more 
information.

On May 7, Lodge 581 will sponsor 
an SNPJ membership campaign at the 
Kersey Fireman’s Hall in Kersey, Pa. 
Anyone interested in learning about 
the life insurance, annuities and other 
products offered by SNPJ are welcome 
to attend. We will have more informa-
tion in the April PROSVETA issue.

Lodge 581 is planning many ac-
tivities for the 2023 year. If you are 
interested in assisting or have ideas, 
contact Lodge Secretary/Treasurer 
Marcia Bleggi at (814) 335-4983.

Lodge 581 slates an array of 
activity in the coming months
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by GINA WISE
SNPJ Marketing Manager

New Year, New Rates
Ring in the new year with our increased rates! 

Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
to open your SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY!

• No fees attached to either Loyalty Annuity
• Rates not guaranteed after the first year

• 3.00% guaranteed minimum on new issues only beginning 1/1/2023
• IRAs/Roth IRA/non-qualified eligible

• Conversions of existing annuities available at first-year rates

Loyalty 8 Annuity
8-year surrender period

4.50% first-year guarantee rate
for new money

3.50% in years two and after

Loyalty 5 Annuity
5-year surrender period

4.00% first-year guarantee rate
for new money

3.25% in years two and after

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

All rates listed above effective January 1, 2023

Annuities issued since September 2003 will see a 
rate increase effective January 1, 2023, as follows: 

3.50% for 8-year annuity
3.25% for 5-year and 2-year annuity

I t’s hard to believe that last week marked three years 
since I began working at the SNPJ Home Office. To 
say I have learned a lot in the past three years feels like 

a giant understatement. Theologian Desmond Tutu once 
said that the best way to eat an elephant is one bite at a 
time. Let’s just say I have ingested most of the pachyderm I 
call life insurance and annuities... but digestion is ongoing.

What cannot be overstated is how many great people I 
have had the opportunity to speak with during these three 
years at SNPJ. It is because of the important happenings 
in your lives that I have had the privilege to get to know 
so many of you and share in your significant life events. 

Some of the best calls I receive are from grandparents 
or great-grandparents celebrating the birth a new baby 
and inquiring about making the newest addition to their 
family an SNPJ member. These callers aren’t just excited 
about a new little one, but also about being able to transfer 
their family’s history and values to a new generation! They 
know the child’s permanent life insurance policy will never 
be less expensive and provides more value than a death 
benefit. Insuring a young child means that child will not 
have to worry about being uninsurable in the future, that 
child will be eligible for SNPJ scholarships, and that child 
will have cash and loan values available from their policy 
for needs they aren’t even aware of yet. 

Then there are the sweet calls from young adults who 
have been members of SNPJ since birth who are engaged 
or newly married and want to make the love of their life 
an SNPJ member. They aren’t only making their spouse 
a member of an organization they value, they are also 
providing financial protection for themselves as well. Most 
couples rely on both incomes to support the household.  
If one spouse should die unexpectedly, the life insurance 
policy’s death benefit will be available to cover the funeral, 
credit card balances, other outstanding loans, and more.  
This allows the surviving spouse the opportunity to grieve 
their loved one without the added worry about unpaid debt 
left behind by the deceased.

It is especially joyful when I hear from couples who 
are first-time homebuyers. I am immediately taken back 
to 1999 when my husband and I had our home built. It’s a 
huge financial obligation that can be exhilarating and scary 
at the same time. As busy and exciting as this occasion 
is, these couples realize it’s a time to increase the face 
of their permanent life policy or apply for a supplemental 
term policy to cover the mortgage. In the event of one of 
their premature deaths, the life insurance will allow the 
surviving spouse to pay down or pay off the mortgage, 
enabling the family to remain in the home.  

I have adored the times I picked up the phone to hear 
a cooing baby, and then discover a tired new parent on 
the other end, with the baby on one arm and the phone in 
the other. They know it’s not just the child who needs life 
insurance. Becoming a parent means additional expenses. 
These moms and dads want to be sure if something 
happens to them that they have enough life insurance to 
provide the surviving family the means to cover daily living 
expenses for a period, as well as other essentials like the 
child’s college tuition.

Finally, there are the calls from those who “bring home 
the bacon.” They have come to realize after a couple of 
job changes or promotions that their life insurance death 
benefit no longer aligns with the family’s expenses. These 
breadwinners know if their surviving family is to maintain the 
lifestyle their loved ones have grown accustomed to, they 
need to increase the death benefit of their policy or obtain 
an additional policy to supplement what they already have.

Milestones are a great time for celebration and reflec-
tion, but keep in mind that they may also be a time for 
obtaining life insurance or increasing the amount of life 
insurance you have.

Speak with your local SNPJ agent or 
call the Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 
to be put in touch with an agent near you.
SNPJ does not provide tax, legal or accounting 
advice. Consult with a tax, legal or accounting 
professional regarding your specific situation.

milestones

Efforts to reduce plastic
in the Mediterranean
KOPER (StA) — The Slovenian In-
stitute of Chemistry will coordinate a 
major EU-sponsored project seeking 
ways to reduce the amount of plastic 
in the Mediterranean Sea. The project, 
labeled “Remedies,” will bring together 
23 partners from 12 countries.

Announced in mid-January, Rem-
edies is the first project funded under 
a new EU Horizon program named 
“Mission: Healthy Oceans, Seas, Coastal 
and Inland Waters.” The project was 
conceived by Scientists Against Plastics, 
a group led by Uroš Novak from the 
Institute of Chemistry who will also 
serve as project coordinator.

Novak said the Remedies project 
focuses on presenting solutions that can 
have an impact on reducing marine litter, 
plastic and microplastic pollution in the 
Mediterranean Sea basin.

The Institute of Chemistry expects the 
project to reach up to 100,000 people via 
nine demonstration sites located through-
out the Mediterranean. The target is to 
collect around 400 tons of plastic waste. 
The Slovenian demonstration site will 
be located at the Marina Koper port, 
where technology for water recycling 
via filtration of microparticles and mi-
croplastics will be displayed. In addition, 
the Institute will organize workshops 
and shoreline clean-ups, as well as the 
removal of scrap fishing nets.

Slovenia eager to play a 
role in chip development
LJuBLJANA (StA) — Slovenia is 
excited about the prospects of joining in 
the development of microchips after the 
EU passed legislation stipulating that EU 
member-states should work toward a 20 
percent global share in microchip pro-
duction by 2030. According to speakers 
at Slovenia’s first conference dedicated 
to microchips, held in Ljubljana in late 
January, [Slovenia] has the know-how 
and experts in this field.

Decades ago, Slovenia was among 
the leaders in the development and 
production of semiconductors, but lost 
its advantage due to globalization and 
the relocation of production to Asian 
companies. “Agreements such as the 
EU Chips Act open a new path toward 
the future,” said University of Ljubljana 
Rector Gregor Majdič.

Matevž Frangež, state secretary at 
the Economy Ministry, said Slovenia 
must be interested in areas such as the 
design and development of “niche” 
chips. Invoking the recent launch of the 
TRISAT-R nanosatellite, which is still 
orbiting Earth, he said the project proved 
Slovenian chip design remains robust.

“Slovenia must create new microchip 
firms,” said Boštjan Zalar, a represen-
tative from the Jožef Stefan Institute, 
which is taking part in an initiative to 
develop the Slovenian semiconductor 
industry. Zalar added that although 
several key phases had been identified 
as part of the initiative, it was also 
necessary to update equipment so that 
prototyping can be conducted; find a 
niche in the EU microchip initiative; 
form a consortium to protect Slovenia’s 
national interests; and, finally, prepare 
for commercial production.

Glassworks exploring
the full use of hydrogen
HRAStNIK (StA) — The Steklarna 
Hrastnik glassworks has announced 
its participation in the Horizon Europe 
project H2GLASS, which aims to create 
the technology that glass manufacturers 
need in order to implement 100 percent 
hydrogen combustion in their production 
facilities. The Hrastnik facility is one 
of 23 partners in this project that was 
launched in late January.

H2GLASS, the biggest European 
project to focus on the use of hydrogen 
in the glass industry, will cover a number 
of segments within the industry, includ-
ing packaging glass [bottles, jars, etc.], 
flat glass and fiberglass manufacturers. 
The project is coordinated by the Nor-
wegian Sintef Energy company, involves 
partners from eight European countries, 
and will run for four years, according to 
Steklarna Hrastnik.

A group of industrial and research 
institutions – among them, the Slovenian 
Institute of Chemistry – are also assisting 
with the project, which has a budget of 
EUR 33 million ($35.75 million).

Steklarna Hrastnik aims to demon-
strate the complete use of hydrogen in two 
of its units by 2024. This will allow the 

glassworks to combine the use of hydro-
gen with electrically-assisted glass melt-
ing to significantly reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions without significantly 
affecting production flexibility, nor the 
service life of the glass furnace.

“The combination of these tech-
nologies will be key to decarbonizing 
glass production,” a Steklarna Hrastnik 
representative said, while also noting 
that the glass industry is an indispens-
able part of the economy, providing raw 
materials and products for use in other 
production chains that are important for 
the EU economy.

“As a consequence, the decarboniza-
tion of industrial processes is not only 
necessary to achieve climate goals, but 
also to maintain a competitive advantage 
and protect jobs in the EU,” the repre-
sentative explained.

A new project to help 
protect the baby olms
POStOJNA (StA) — Last year’s olm 
offspring at the Postojna Cave inspired a 
new project to raise funds for the protec-
tion of the cave species and its natural 
habitat, and to conduct further research 
into what is considered part of Slovenia’s 
living heritage.

In 2022, the Postojna Cave vivarium 
welcomed 36 baby olms, only the sec-
ond group of olms hatched in the cave’s 
history. Since the olms can live up to 
120 years, Marjan Batagelj, the CEO of 
Postojna Cave operations, told the press 
that “it is this eternal youth that pushes 
science to conduct research, but the olm 
has always been a symbol of our natural 
heritage as well.”

The Protect Proteus project was 
launched with the principal aim of 
protecting the olms and raising public 
awareness of the importance of this 
underground amphibian. Another goal 
of the project is to raise awareness of 
keeping the environment and drinking 
water clean since these are prerequisites 
to preserving the olm.

“Nature has entrusted us with protect-
ing the ‘baby dragons,’ so our mission is 
to ensure a safe and healthy living envi-
ronment for the species,” Batagelj said.

The preservation effort will be funded 
with the sale of wristbands. The funds 
raised will then be allocated to ensuring 
optimal living conditions for the olm, 
educating the public, and providing long-
term investments into environmental 
protection. Individuals will also be able 
to make separate donations toward the 
project, while a portion of the funding 
will be secured from corporate partners 
committed to sustainability.

Since specialized laboratories are 
planned where data on the olm and 
other cave species will be gathered, the 
Protect Proteus project will also involve 
the Ljubljana Faculty of Biotechnology, 
with which the Postojna Cave has signed 
an agreement of cooperation.

Archaeologists shed new 
light on Mayan calendar
LJuBLJANA (StA) — Slovenian 
archaeologist Ivan Šprajc played a key 
role in a recent groundbreaking study 
of the Mayan calendar, through which 
researchers discovered that the Mayan 
timekeeping system is hundreds of 
years older than previous research has 
indicated and may have been used as far 
back as 1100 B.C.

Published in the peer-reviewed jour-
nal Science Advances, the study used 
aerial laser scanning (lidar imaging) 
of buildings and sites throughout an 
extensive area along the southern coast 
of the Gulf of Mexico.

Šprajc, the director of the Institute 
of Anthropological and Spatial Studies 
at the Research Center of the Slove-
nian Academy of Sciences and Arts 
(ZRC SAZU) in Ljubljana, along with 
Takeshi Inomata from the University 
of Arizona and Anthony F. Aveni from 
Colgate University in Hamilton, N.Y., 
found that many examples of the earli-
est monumental architecture in that area 
of Mesoamerica, built approximately 
between 1100 and 750 B.C., are aligned 
with a specific solar orientation, meaning 
they are largely oriented to sunrises or 
sunsets on specific dates.

The orientations of these ceremonial 
complexes represent the earliest evidence 
of the use of a 260-day calendar, cen-
turies earlier than its previously known 

use in textual records.
By using lidar technology, the re-

search team was able to obtain more 
accurate data and images of certain 
areas, which helped them discover 
archaeological sites hidden beneath 
the vegetation.

The Mayan calendar is one of the 
oldest day-keeping systems known to 
man, and Mesoamerican civilizations 
– especially the Maya – are known for 
their in-depth knowledge of astronomy. 
Important civic and ceremonial buildings 
in Mesoamerica were constructed so that 
they faced either sunsets or sunrises on 
specific days that had ritual significance 
in the agricultural cycle.

Šprajc, who works predominantly in 
Yucatan, Mexico, is among the world’s 
leading researchers in archaeoastrono-
my, an interdisciplinary study of how 
early civilizations utilized skygazing 
to position buildings, along with their 
ritual and cultural importance.

Slovenian research aids 
design of trainer shoes
LJuBLJANA (StA) — Slovenia’s 
Jožef Stefan Institute announced in late 
January that sportswear manufacturers 
Adidas and Lululemon used the findings 
of Slovenian researchers about the differ-
ences between human feet to launch new 
pairs of women’s trainer shoes.

Conducted by the Jožef Stefan Insti-
tute, the Swedish 3-D scanning company 
Volumental and the Ljubljana Faculty of 
Computer and Information Science, the 
analysis of over one million scanned im-
ages of feet from people living in North 
America, Europe and Asia showed sig-
nificant differences across the regions, 
as well as by gender.

Adidas, a German multinational 
corporation, used the findings directly 
and included the researchers’ names in 
a promo advertising their new trainers.

A few years ago, Lululemon, a 
Canadian-based multinational company, 
decided to branch out into athletic 
footwear and started cooperating with 
Volumental. The women’s trainers they 
introduced, which were designed based 
on the findings, received the coveted 
FN Achievement Awards Launch of 
the Year, “which is considered a sort-
of Oscar in the footwear industry,” the 
Institute said.

More storks remaining
in Slovenia for the winter
LJuBLJANA (StA) — In Slovenia, 
white storks are increasingly opting out 
of migration in the winter, according to 
Birdlife Slovenia (DOPPS), a Slovenian 
ornithological organization. This winter, 
ornithologists counted a record 11 storks 
that stayed in the country. DOPPS says 
that lack of food, rather than the cold, is 
normally the cause for migration.

“Five to 10 storks [staying] in Slovenia 
over the winter is no longer something 
rare; this is our new normal,” said 
DOPPS director Damijan Denac. “Pat-
terns in nature are changing; the species 
is adapting. The white stork, typically a 
migrating bird, is losing the migration 
pattern,” he added.

“Temperature isn’t the problem, as 
people mistakenly think. The storks are 
not cold,” said Denac, who explained that 
birds migrate because of insufficient 
food rather than cold weather. “Storks 
are now able to find enough food to forgo 
migration. They eat small mammals in 
the fields, and hunt for fish and crabs 
in irrigation canals. People sometimes 
leave food for them, especially when it 
snows,” Denac added.

The first time a white stork spent a 
winter in Slovenia was in 1973. Until 
2000, this was a rare occurrence during 
winters without much snow. But after 
2000 it has become increasingly more 
common, with at least one stork spending 
the winter in Slovenia every year. This 
winter, storks have been spotted in or 
around five towns in central and north-
east Slovenia. Five of the 11 are nesting 
in Logatec, a town some 30 kilometers 
(19 miles) southwest of Ljubljana.

Migration is risky and stressful for 
the storks. Migrating birds are hunted 
in some areas; elsewhere they encounter 
high-voltage power lines that often prove 
lethal. The birds stand a better chance of 
surviving if they s4tay in Slovenia during 
a mild winter. Not migrating gives them 
another advantage: “They are the first, 
they are already here; they can choose 
the best nests, the best habitats,” Denac 
explained.
The articles comprising this feature have 
been reprinted with permission from the 
Slovenian Press Agency (STA).
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PRoSVEtA Crossword
Annual Traditions (#0323) by StatePoint Media

ACRoSS
1. Verdant
5. Vietnamese neighbor
8. “Before” prefix
11. Curved molding
12. *It rings at midnight on 
  Christmas Eve at church
13. yarn store unit
15. Relating to armpit
16. Criminal’s surprise
17. Nephew’s sister
18. *4th of July spectacle
20. 1952 Olympics host
21. 1,000 kilograms
22. Meat sauce
23. Vacation location
26. French painter of 
 “La Danse” fame
30. Menu words (2 words)
31. Lean
34. Wine valley
35. Impertinent
37. *Annual Assumption 
  tradition blesses it
38. #2 Down, pl.
39. Highest volcano in Europe
40. Puppies
42. Bit of binary code
43. Dean’s official residence
45. Small stream
47. Wine quality
48. Bilbo Baggins’ land

50. Windsor family’s sport
52. *Popular New year’s 
  libation
56. Stored by bees
57. ____-de-camp
58. “On the ____” by 
 Jack Kerouac
59. Make laugh
60. Tear
61. Tibetan priest
62. Woolen cap
63. Banned insecticide
64. Big Bang’s original matter

dowN
1. Bakery serving
2. Tangelo
3. Scorch
4. Regarding this point
5. “Live and ____”
6. Description for twins
7. Auto pioneer
8. Banana remnant
9. Puerto ____
10. Compass bearing
12. “Jane Eyre” author
13. Pig part
14. *Action under mistletoe
19. Like a damaged apple, 
 possibly

22. Jam container
23. Torn down
24. Fill with optimism
25. Sweating room
26. *Thanksgiving’s main 
  event?
27. Beauty parlor
28. Chiropractor’s concern
29. Painting holder
32. Light gray
33. “Wow!”
36. *Birthday cake 
  decorations
38. Seize the throne
40. Kind of humor
41. Ready
44. Deteriorate
46. Just about
48. Jumped aside
49. Lacked
50. Type of cotton
51. Female gamete
52. *Valentine’s Day tradition
53. *New year’s resolution
  weight or savings target
54. One in a roster
55. Red-encased cheese
56. *Graduation flyer

the solution to puzzle #0323 will 
run in the April 3 issue.

© StatePoint Media

Be happy,
be grateful, 
be realistic

by MARTy KuMER
Lodge 715

uNIvERSAL, Pa. — No, I’m not morbid. 
Seems I’ve written about the passing of 
family, friends and fraternalists this year. 
And now there’s another this past week: 
Eric Kumer, age 57; my nephew, son of 
the late Max Kumer and his wife Evie, 
and grandson of Max Kumer and my 
mother, Grace. You can read his obituary 
on Facebook.

Eric fought cancer for five years be-

fore he succumbed. He was practical and 
unselfish, and with little funds he chose 
to be cremated and not have a traditional 
viewing, service, funeral or wake. Money 
was a consideration. That’s too bad; he 
deserved a better send-off. He had some 
SNPJ life insurance, but apparently not 
enough.

I remember the days of yore when the 
popular SNPJ burial policy was $1,000. 
At today’s funeral costs, that’ll barely get 
you to the funeral home.

We are all fortunate to be alive at this 
time. Be happy. Be thankful. But remem-
ber that life doesn’t come with a lifetime 
guarantee. The only guarantee is it will 
end – when, and how, we don’t know.

Be grateful that we belong to an orga-
nization like the SNPJ that accentuates 
the quality of life we enjoy – friendship, 
fraternalism, heritage and happiness – and 
helps us to provide for our family when 

it’s time for us to go.
Personally, my desire is to have a party; 

a celebration of life for my family and 
friends complete with my favorite songs, 
some by Frank Yankovic and Johnny 
Cash, and the “Ode to Joy” by a symphony 
orchestra. That, plus a shot of slivo for all!

So we gotta be realistic and prepare. 
SNPJ can help us. It’s about life and death.

And nephew Eric, we will celebrate 
you, and we will honor you, later this year 
at the Kumer family reunion on Memorial 
Day or during SNPJ Family Week where 
we Kumers turn out every summer.

Oh! It’s March, and I’m already seeing 
some signs of spring – birds and some 
buds. And I’m remembering the birthdays 
of beloved brothers Max and Jack. Soon 
I’ll join them (but not too soon, I hope!), 
and we’ll raise some hell.

Or, God willing, we’ll have a “heav-
enly time!”

Loyalites Lodge readies for Slo-Ish Bowl in April, SNPJ Nat’l. Bowl in May
by DANIELLA VOLPE
Lodge 158 Treasurer

EucLId, Ohio — Wow! Just 
like that it’s already March! We 
here at Lodge 158 can’t believe 
how fast 2023 is already moving 
along. Nevertheless, we must 
keep moving and grooving.

Before we look ahead, how-
ever, we must look back and 
recognize Sue Srnick who cel-
ebrated her birthday on Feb. 3. 
The Loyalites celebrated Sue’s 
birthday during our February 
meeting with cake and good 
friends all around.

Now we can jump forward 
and wish a happy birthday to 

Colleen Cleary, whose birth-
day falls on none other than 
St. Patrick’s Day. Talk about 
the ultimate luck for someone 
who is half Irish.

Speaking of those darn 
Irish, the first upcoming event 
the Loyalites have going on is 
our annual Slo-Ish Bowling 
Tournament which will be held 
April 15 at Wickliffe Lanes 
in Wickliffe, Ohio. This is 
always a fun day, filled with 
good friends, food and, of 
course, friendly competition. 
The Slovenians will be trying 
to win back the famous trophy 
from the Irish this year.

If you would like to par-
ticipate, please be sure to send 
your information and payment 
to Colleen Kuhn by April 1 
(this is no April Fool’s joke; 
get your entries in on time). 
The entry fee is $22 per person, 
$44 per pair. If you need more 
information, please visit our 
Facebook page or call Colleen 
at (216) 347-3205.

In case that isn’t enough 
bowling for you, the Loyalites 
will also be hosting the SNPJ 
National Bowling Tournament 
again this year. The tourna-
ment is scheduled May 6-7 and 
will be rolled at Colonial Lanes 

in New Castle, Pa.
Entertainment is planned on 

both Friday and Saturday nights 
in the Gostilna at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, along with 
some drawings and the chance 
to make some great memories.

See page 8 for the tourna-
ment entry form, or visit the 
SNPJ website, snpj.org. Get 
those entries in, and let’s get 
the ball rolling!

It may only be March, but 
clearly this year is moving full 
steam ahead, and Lodge 158 is 
no different. With that being 
said, our annual polka picnic 
will be held June 18 at the SNPJ 

Farm in Kirtland, Ohio. Our 
theme this year is simple and 
was actually already planned 
for us – Dads! 

That’s right, our picnic is 
on Father’s Day, so we want 
to celebrate all of the awe-
some dads out there. Be sure 
to break out those grass-stained 
New Balances and the grill-
ing equipment because we 
are encouraging everyone to 
come dressed as your favorite 
father figure, whether that’s 
your father or Homer Simpson. 

While you’re at it, bring 
your dad with you for a fun-
filled day with the amazing 

musical stylings of the Garrett 
Tatano Band. 

More information will fol-
low, but be sure to keep a look 
out either here or on social 
media for a possible surprise 
that will surely give you a blast 
from the past you won’t want 
to miss out on.

That’s all we have for right 
now, but always keep an eye 
out for what’s coming next for 
the Loyalites Lodge.

As always, we  extend our 
thoughts and prayers to any and 
all ailing or deceased members 
and their families during these 
difficult times.

by WILMA VuKOVICH
Lodge 153 Recording Secretary

YOuNgStOwN, Ohio — 
The Lodge 153 meeting for 
November 2022 was held at 
Shepherd of the Valley club 
room in Poland, Ohio.

Our newly elected officers 
include President Michele 
Phillips, Vice President Henry 
Vukovich, Secretary/Treasurer 
Diane L. Chermely Tanner, 
Sergeant-at-Arms Henry Vu-
kovich, Recording Secretary/
Reporter Wilma Vukovich, 
and auditors Stephen Pavlich, 

Michele Phillips and Wilma 
Vukovich.

Happy birthday wishes go 
out to Henry Vukovich, who 
celebrated his 90th birthday 
on Feb. 13, and to all members 
who celebrated birthdays in 
November, December, January 
and February.

Be sure to mark your calen-
dar for the upcoming meeting 
dates in 2023. The meetings 
will be held at the Shepherd 
of the Valley club room in 
Poland on March 15, May 17, 
Aug. 9 and Nov. 15. Please 

note that the meeting day has 
been changed from Tuesday to 
Wednesday. The meetings will 
begin at 7 p.m.; all members 
are welcome and encouraged 
to attend.

Our biggest event of the 
year, the annual Lodge 153 
Christmas party, was held Dec. 
4, 2022, at the Shepherd of the 
Valley club room. We enjoyed 
a fantastic dinner followed by 
homemade desserts provided 
by the guests.

After the meal was com-
plete, Diane Chermely Tan-

ner led the children in a few 
Christmas carols, including 
“Santa Claus is Coming to 
Town” which welcomed Santa 
to deliver gifts to the youth 
members and Lodge officers 
in attendance.

Drawing tickets were sold 
for gifts brought by the guests, 
and the lucky winners were 
awarded. The party concluded 
with a few fun games of bingo.

Our thanks to everyone 
who helped make this year’s 
Christmas party a huge suc-
cess. Happy New Year to all!

Change of meeting day for Youngstown Lodge 153

Rec Center Cabin Renovation donations
for the month of January 2023
The Just (Žust) families: 
William F. Just (371), Tucson, Ariz., 
Donald J. Just (6), Fort Wayne, Ind., 
and Lana Just Frazier (6), Tucson, Ariz. ...... $100
In memory of Donald R. Urbancic

Ronald Jerich (216), Anthem, Ariz. ............... $100
In memory of “Happy” and Frances Jerich
from Acmetonia, Pa. (former SNPJ Lodge 586).

Barrington Manor, Oakdale, Pa. ..................... $75
In memory of James L. Curl

The Just (Žust) families: 
William F. Just (371), Tucson, Ariz., 
Donald J. Just (6), Fort Wayne, Ind., 
and Lana Just Frazier (6), Tucson, Ariz. ........ $50
In memory of Jayne Klick

The Just (Žust) families: 
William F. Just (371), Tucson, Ariz., 
Donald J. Just (6), Fort Wayne, Ind., 
and Lana Just Frazier (6), Tucson, Ariz. ........ $50
In memory of Josie Bole
Anthony D. Skufca (776), Granville, Ohio ....... $50
Carl Skerl and family (6), Carnegie, Pa. ......... $50
In memory of James L. Curl

we value you as a member of the Slovene National 
Benefit Society and we take your personal privacy 

seriously. We will inform you of our policies for collecting, 
using, securing and sharing non-public personal information 
the first time we do business and every year that you are 
an SNPJ member.

you have provided SNPJ with certain non-public personal 
information, such as your name, age, residence, marital 
status and social security number. When you applied for life 
insurance you may have also provided us with employment 
and medical information and authorized us to obtain further 
information concerning your health history, mode of living, 
avocations and other personal characteristics. Based on 
this authorization, only the minimum amount of information 
necessary to underwrite your application has been collected. 
We may obtain other information from your transactions with 
us, such as your payment history and claim documentation.

We maintain the highest level of confidentiality concern-
ing your non-public personal information. The employees 
at the SNPJ Home Office have been trained in the careful 
handling and protection of such information. Oversight of 
these matters is rigorous, and our employees understand 
that improper disclosure of non-public personal information 
is a serious matter with severe consequences.

We are a fraternal benefit society which has always been 
committed to protecting the privacy of our members. There are 
no affiliated financial institutions or third-party non-affiliates 
which have access to your non-public personal information, 
except pursuant to your written authorization. We never sell 
lists of our members’ names and addresses to any goods 
or services vendor.

Access to your records is limited to those Home Office 
employees who are working with your file. Should we be 
required to disclose information in connection with civil or 
criminal litigation we must comply; however, such instances 
are very rare. Our policy of protecting the security of non-public 
personal information also extends to potential insureds and 
former insureds who no longer maintain coverage with us.

Slovene National Benefit Society 

Privacy Policy

Important figures to consider...
29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

1-800-843-7675

!
If your coverage is over 5 years old,

contact SNPJ for a policy review.
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Help SNPJ save by reading PROSVETA online
IMPERIAL, Pa. — In an 
effort to curb continually es-
calating postage rates, PROS-
VETA is asking all SNPJ 
members to evaluate the need 
of receiving the newspaper 
in its printed format. We’re 
also asking all members to 
provide us with an active e-
mail address, and to consider 
receiving an e-mail link to the 
online PROSVETA issues.

There are numerous ben-
efits to receiving PROSVETA 
online. First of all, the issues 
are posted to the SNPJ web-
site, snpj.org, a week or so 
prior to the publication date 
– no more waiting around for 
delivery. 

Secondly, archived issues 
are also available on the web-
site. Click on the PROSVETA 
archive link and you’ll have 

years worth of PROSVETA 
issues at your fingertips. 

Third, and most impor-
tantly, by selecting to receive a 
PROSVETA e-mail reminder, 
you can help SNPJ save thou-
sands of dollars in postage and 
printing expenses each year.

So what’s your first step to 
helping PROSVETA whittle 
away at mounting expenses? 
Send us your e-mail address. 

Simply e-mail pcushman@
snpj.com and include your 
name and the e-mail address at 
which you would like to receive 
the online issue reminder. 

Still not sure? Do your-
self a favor: Pay a visit to 
https://snpj.org/membership/
prosveta-publication/ and see 
for yourself the conveniences 
offered by the online PROS-
VETA issues.

Hello, dear polka fans! The Dick 
Tady Orchestra (D.T.O.) is now in 
our seventh decade and entering 

our 60th year of performing and record-
ing the polka music that is so near and 
dear to our hearts. 

2023 is going to be a great year for 
us. A Grand 60th Anniversary Party is 
being planned for later this year. Stay 
tuned to your local polka radio and polka 
internet stations for more information.

The D.T.O. will go into a semi-
retirement mode for 2024, but we plan 
to release one final recording, “A Musi-
cal Thank you From The Dick Tady 
Orchestra, The D.T.O.” Our newest 

D.T.O. musicians, Mikey Dee and Tony 
Zupanchick, will also be taking part in 
this final release.

In the meantime, in celebration and in 
deep appreciation for your support over 
all of these years, we have an exciting 
and very special offer for you. We have 
a limited number of our CD recordings 
remaining, and we are making them avail-
able to you at a very special price. you 
can purchase a keepsake package of four 
CDs, containing virtually every recording 
we’ve ever made, for only $45. And as a 
bonus, we will include for free our very 
popular “A Special DTO Christmas” CD, 
filled with a 12-pack blend of traditional 

and polka-style Christmas music.
Quantities are very limited, so order 

quickly to ensure availability. Please add 
$5 to cover postage and handling costs, 
and make checks and money orders 
payable to Richard A. Tady.

Please place your orders today to:
Richard A. tady
2351 myers Lane
Irwin, PA 15642

Cell Phone: (412) 580-0236
Email: dicktadydto@verizon.net
website: www.dto.productions

RIChARd ALLEN tAdY
SNPJ Lodge 216 member

dICK tAdY RECoRdINg oRChEStRA (d.t.o.)
gRAmmY NomINEE & gRAmmY wINNER PARtICIPANt

 JOE GILL DICK TADy BOB McBRIDE ED GOuLD TONy GRANDOVIC

PAId AdVERtISEmENt

SNPJ fARm SEASoN
FROM PAGE 1 

On Father’s Day, June 18, Loyalites 
Lodge 158 will be hosting their summer 
picnic with music by the Garrett Tatano 
Band. Throughout the season, Val Paw-
lowski will be hosting all of her holiday 
dances: Memorial Day, 4th of July and 
Labor Day.

The Cleveland Federation and the SNPJ 
Farm Board are teaming up for the dance 
on July 16 featuring two bands: the Eddie 
Rodick Band, and a second band to be an-
nounced. The remainder of the SNPJ Farm 
summer schedule will be posted soon. 

We’re looking forward to a great season, 
and we hope to see you all soon.

SNPJ Farm looking forward to a full summer schedule

Dozens of musicians performed for the first Music Festival hosted by the SNPJ Farm.
The musicians represented three states: Ohio, Pennsylvania and Michigan.

SNPJ Scholarship fund donations
for the months of December 2022 & January 2023
Randall W. (138) & Cheryl A. Casciola,
Pittsburgh ..................................................... $250
SNPJ Lodge 225, Girard, Kan. ..................... $250
SNPJ Lodge 559, Chicago ........................... $225
In memory of deceased members Robert A. Bebar 
(Lockport, Ill.), Josephine Holt (Bellville, Ill.), Su-
zanne M. Borowiak (Yorkville, Ill.), Betty Nadvornik 
(Cicero, Ill.), Thom J. Culkar (Fern Park, Fla.), Grace 
Doerk (Palos Park, Ill.), Wayne C. Hotko (Noblesville, 
Ind.), Lawrence C. Pyzik (Palatine, Ill.), and Daniel 
F. Ferns (Redmond, Ore.)
The Jones family: Dan, Mary (89), Hilary (89), 
Kyle, Meredith (89) and Derek,
Westerville, Ohio .......................................... $200
In memory of Patty Urbanic

The Just (Žust) families:
William F. Just (371), Tucson, Ariz., 
Donald J. Just (6), Fort Wayne, Ind.,
and Lana Just Frazier (6), Tucson, Ariz. ...... $150
In memory of Donald R. Urbancic

The Just (Žust) families:
William F. Just (371), Tucson, Ariz., 
Donald J. Just (6), Fort Wayne, Ind., 
and Lana Just Frazier (6), Tucson, Ariz. ...... $150
In memory of Frank J. Urbancic

S.I.D. Vihar Society, Krayn, Pa. .................... $100

SNPJ Lodge 174, Krayn, Pa. ........................ $100

Ken & Kim Zakraysek (174), Elton, Pa. ........ $100
Alice G. & Richard O. Hill Jr., Haslett, Mich. ... $50
In memory of Grace Doerk
The Jones family: Dan, Mary (89), Hilary (89), 
Kyle, Meredith (89) and Derek,
Westerville, Ohio ............................................ $50
In memory of Jayne Winters Klick
SNPJ Lodge 31, Sharon, Pa. ......................... $40
In memory of Elaine Young
SNPJ Lodge 117, Yukon, Pa. ......................... $25
SNPJ Lodge 265, Southview, Pa. .................. $10
In memory of Rose Slugo

YAC ELECtIoNS
FROM PAGE 1 

and a vote during the confer-
ence. Surrogate delegates will 
become regular delegates if 
another Lodge approves them 
to be their regular delegate, 
thus gaining voting rights.

All delegates, both regular 
and surrogates, will receive 
room and board. SNPJ will 
pay 100 percent of travel costs 
(including airfare) for regular 
delegates, including surrogate 
delegates who become regular 
delegates of another Lodge.

The surrogate must receive 
approval from the other Lodge 

The deadline nearing for 2023 Young Adult Conference delegate elections
to be their regular delegate. 
Surrogates who do not have 
the approval of another Lodge 
should be prepared to pay half 
of their airfare when mak-
ing flight arrangements with 
Travel Search, the Society’s 
designated travel agency. 
SNPJ will not pay for rental 
vehicles.

If traveling by automobile, 
you will be reimbursed for 
mileage not to exceed 1,000 
miles round trip. Regular 
delegates, including surrogate 
delegates who become regular 
delegates of another Lodge, 
will be reimbursed 100 percent 

of their mileage.  
The surrogate must receive 

approval from the other Lodge 
to be their regular delegate. 
Surrogates who do not have 
the approval of another Lodge 
will be reimbursed half of 
their mileage unless they 
bring another surrogate and/
or regular delegate with them 
in the vehicle.

Lodge secretaries received 
the Young Adult Conference 
delegate election forms in a 
recent mailing. There are some 
important deadline dates that 
Lodge secretaries and any 
members interested in attend-

ing this conference should be 
aware of.

Lodges must turn in their 
Young Adult Conference 
Delegate Election Forms by 
April 30. Any eligible mem-
ber interested in attending the 
Young Adult Conference must 
contact their Lodge secretary 
to ensure that their name is 
included on the election form. 
Be sure to provide your e-
mail address to your Lodge 
secretary; correspondence 
about the conference will be 
handled electronically as much 
as possible.

Once the election forms are 

received at the SNPJ Home 
Office, all delegates will re-
ceive an introductory packet 
via e-mail. This packet will 
include a general information 
sheet, a tentative agenda for the 
weekend, and a Young Adult 
Delegate Registration Form. 

The registration form must 
be completed by the delegate 

and returned to the SNPJ Home 
Office no later than May 15. 
Return of the registration form 
completes the YAC registra-
tion process.

All delegates must turn in a 
registration form by the dead-
line date; otherwise, they may 
be replaced by an alternate or 
surrogate delegate.

SNPJ Recreation Center
2023 fraternal Events
Schedule
May 6-7 SNPJ National Bowling tournament
June 9-11 SNPJ heritage Center weekend
June 16-18 SNPJ Young Adult Conference
July 7-9 SLoVENEfESt 2023
July 30-Aug. 5 SNPJ family week
Sept. 1-3 National SNPJ days

Tamburitzans head to 
Ellwood City in March

submitted by
PETER KuCAN (776)

ELLwOOd cItY, Pa. 
— The Tamburitzans (for-
merly, the Duquesne Uni-
versity Tamburitzans) will 
perform their new produc-
tion, “PHOENIX – A New 
Dawn,” on Sunday, March 26, 
at the Lincoln Junior/Senior 
High School, 501 Crescent 
Ave. in Ellwood City, starting 
at 3 p.m.

The concert is sponsored 
by the Rotary Club of Ellwood 
City Scholarship Fund. Tick-
ets can be purchased online 
at ellwoodtams.eventbrite.
com for $30 adult advanced 
reserved;  tickets purchased 
at the door on the day of the 

performance will be $35.  
Student tickets are $20. 

Additionally, face-to-face 
ticket sales will be conducted 
at the Ellwood City Library, 
415 Lawrence Ave., on Satur-
day, March 11, and on Friday, 
March 17,  from 10 a.m. until 
3 p.m.

The Tamburitzans will 
weave a tapestry of music, 
songs and dances of the 
Slovenian, Croatian, Ser-
bian, Italian, Bulgarian and 
Jewish cultures. Audiences 
will be transported to folk 
celebrations through intricate 
choreography, mesmerizing 
music, and unique voices – a 
memorable experience like 
no other!

The Tamburitzans will take their new production to Ellwood 
City, Pa., performing at Lincoln Junior/Senior High School 
on Sunday, March 26.

by LINDA SCALES
Lodge 225 Secretary/Treasurer

gIRARd, Kan. — Happy 
2023 from Southeast Kansas! 

Lodge 225 members held 
their meeting and a Thanks-
giving dinner on Nov. 13, 
2022. During the meet-
ing, Lodge Secretary Linda 
Scales, in the absence of 
President Don Scales due to 
illness, awarded Bro. John 
Sarley his SNPJ throw for 
being a 70-year member.

John, who is a very active 
Lodge 225 member, submit-
ted the following about his 

years in SNPJ:
“I am John Sarley of SNPJ 

Lodge 225, and I celebrated 
my 70-year membership 
in November 2022. I still 
have the wallet and gold pin 
I received for my 50-year 
membership!

“I am a retired coal miner 
and live in Frontenac, Kan., 
with my wife, Marilyn, of 64 
years. We were blessed with 
three children and 10 great-
grandchildren.

“Thank you for the 70-
year award of the SNPJ 
throw.”

Lodge 225 honors a 
recent 70-year member

During the Lodge 225 November meeting, Secretary 
LINdA SCALES presented Bro. JohN SARLEY, 
a 70-year SNPJ member, with his SNPJ anniversary award.
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Bro. Merle Ayres
• Lodge 89 •

MIdwAY, Pa. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 89 sadly report 
the Oct. 26, 2022, passing of 
Bro. Merle L. Ayres, 88, of 
Bulger, Smith Twp., Pa.

Bro. Ayres was born Oct. 
6, 1934, in McDonald, Pa., 
a son of the late Harry and 
Ruby Longstreth Ayres. He 
was a retired foreman for J&L 
Steel and LTV Steel, where he 
worked for more than 42 years.

Merle graduated from 
the former McDonald High 
School, class of 1954. High 
school is where his true love 
of sports began. He was 
obsessed with all sports, 
but especially football and 
baseball. No matter what was 
happening throughout the day, 
Merle never missed a chance 
to watch a game. Even when 
his Pittsburgh sports teams 
weren’t playing their best, 
Merle watched with dedica-
tion and pride.

His love for sports didn’t 
stop with watching; Merle 
played and coached as well. 
In his younger years, Merle 
was a youth football coach 
for the Burgettstown School 
District, where he also served 
as a former member of the Bur-
gettstown School Board for 25 
years. He also enjoyed playing 
softball for local teams, includ-
ing Langeloth and Bulger.

Merle was a simple man, 
truly. He enjoyed his vacations 
to the beach and his time in the 
sun, and especially his cars. 
His meticulous manner shined 
through when you would see 
his cars. Merle loved his Cadil-
lacs and kept them as if they 
had just come off the lot.

More than anything, Merle 
was a family man; his dedi-
cation to family superseded 
any sports team. He and 
his loving wife of 65 years, 
Leoma, raised a beautiful and 
hardworking family together. 
Merle was proud of all of his 
children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren, and the 
lives that they had made for 
themselves.

He and his wife taught their 
children the value of hard work, 
as Merle and his wife would 
spend three weeks setting up 
their Christmas decorations. 
Their house was always deco-
rated to the nines, and it always 
required extra hands. The love 
and laughter that was shared 
is something that his family 
and friends will now cherish 
forever.

Surviving are his loving 
wife, Leoma Prata Ayres; 
children Merle (Sherry) Ayres, 
Robbi (Bobby) Dowler and 
Mitchell (Sherri) Ayres; eight 
grandchildren; several great-

grandchildren; and a sister, 
Alice Oblock.

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by 
his brother, Harry Ayres; and 
a great-granddaughter.

Funeral services for Bro. 
Ayres were held Oct. 30 at 
Thomas-Little Funeral Ser-
vice, Inc., McDonald.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 89 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Ayres’ family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Alice R. Magayna
• Lodge 729 •

YuKON, Pa. — The members 
of Lodge 729 sadly report the 
Nov. 29, 2022, passing of Sis. 
Alice Regina Wyels Magayna, 
94, of Vestaburg, Pa., in Wash-
ington (Pa.) Hospital.

Sis. Magayna was born 
Feb. 24, 1928, in Deemston 
Borough, Washington County, 
Pa., a daughter of the late 
George Irwin and Mary Ag-
nes Skehan Wyels. She grew 
up a farm girl and was used 
to hard work. She graduated 
from the former Centerville 
High School in 1946.

As a young woman, Alice 
worked at the deli counter at 
the Pittsburgh Mercantile store 
in Vestaburg, where she caught 
the eye of Max Magayna. Max 
came to the store daily and 
bought just enough deli meat 
for his lunch sandwich the next 
day. Infatuation became love, 
and they were married Feb. 
25, 1950. Max preceded her 
in death on Sept. 21, 1988, but 
remained the love of her life 
until her passing.

Alice also worked at Char-
land Sportswear in Speers, Pa., 
from 1966-1975.

A 72-year SNPJ member, 
she was also a member of St. 
Michael’s Catholic Church in 
Fredericktown, Pa. (now St. 
Katherine Drexel Parish in 
Richeyville), from birth. She 
was an active member of the 
Beth-Center Senior Center, 
where she served as president 
for two terms and Travel Club 
chairman for two terms. She 
enjoyed the trips she made 
with her Travel Club friends, 
especially their trips to Hawaii 
and Nova Scotia.

She was an avid reader and 
enjoyed playing cards and 
bingo at the senior center. She 
also enjoyed playing the slots 
at the Meadows Casino, and 
went on many fun trips to At-
lantic City with her gambling 
buddies.

She loved get-togethers and 
sharing delicious baked goods 
with her large extended family.

Surviving are a son, David 

Magayna of Stevensville, Md.; 
three daughters, Karen Bailey 
of Canonsburg, Pa., Maxine 
(Brian) Colbert of Clarks-
ville, Pa., and Chris (Kevin) 
Magayna-Brown of Wash-
ington; 11 grandchildren; 23 
great-grandchildren; and eight 
great-great-grandchildren.

Deceased, in addition to 
her husband, are two brothers, 
George Wyels Jr. and William 
Wyels; two sisters, Catherine 
Kinder and Marian Fowler; 
and a granddaughter, Lynn 
(Bailey) Piatt.

Funeral services for Sis. 
Magayna were held Dec. 7 at 
Greenlee Funeral Home-Fred-
ericktown. Interment followed 
in Greene County Memorial 
Park, Waynesburg, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 729 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Magayna’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

Bro. CHARLES R. BEAM (749)

Bro. Charles R. Beam
• Lodge 749 •

JOHNStOwN, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 749 sadly 
report the Dec. 16, 2022, pass-
ing of Bro. Charles R. “Chuck” 
Beam, 90, of Johnstown.

Bro. Beam was born Aug. 
19, 1932, in Johnstown, the son 
of the late Richard and Anna 
(Pechak) Beam. A 1951 gradu-
ate of Ferndale High School, 
he was employed at Fi-Hoff 
Concrete and later became 
partners at Beam and Sherman 
Masonry. Chuck retired from 
Overhead Door Company as 
a manager.

A 72-year SNPJ member, he 
was also a member of Grove 
Avenue United Methodist 
Church for 67 years, where he 
served on the board for many 
years. Chuck had a strong work 
ethic and always provided for 
his family.

He is survived by his lov-
ing wife of 67 years, Mary 
Jane (Augustine) Beam; his 
children, Richard W. Beam and 
Cindy L. Falcone (fiancé David 
Lamison), all of Johnstown; 
a granddaughter, Carly M. 

Falcone of Columbus, Ohio; 
several nieces and nephews; 
and his buddies, Buster and Fli.

He was predeceased by 
his parents and a sister, Betty 
Imars.

Services for Bro. Beam 
were held Dec. 21 at Harris 
Funeral Home, Johnstown. 
Entombment followed in Rich-
land Mausoleum. 

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 749 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our condolences to Bro. 
Beam’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Catherine M. Metrovich
• Lodge 89 •

MIdwAY, Pa. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 89 sadly report 
the Dec. 28, 2022, passing of 
Sis. Catherine M. Metrovich, 
99, of McDonald, Pa. A 79-year 
SNPJ member, she outlived her 
SNPJ life insurance policy in 
October 2018.

Sis. Metrovich was born 
Jan. 9, 1923, in Bulger, Pa., a 
daughter of the late Frank and 
Mary Salopeck Bozicevich.

She was a member of St. 
Isidore the Farmer Parish in 
McDonald. She enjoyed read-
ing, gardening, polka dancing, 
cooking, and spending time 
with friends and family.

On May 15, 1948, she 
married Leonard “Benny” 
Metrovich, who passed on Nov. 
24, 2010.

Surviving are many nieces, 
nephews, great-nieces and 
great-nephews. In addition to 
her parents and her husband, 
she was predeceased by a 
brother, Michael Bozice-
vich; and three sisters, Rose 
Hackimer, Helen Merdo and 
Evonne Dan.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Metro-
vich on Jan. 3 in St. Isidore the 
Farmer Parish, St. Alphonsus 
worship site, McDonald. In-
terment followed in Center 
Cemetery, Midway.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 89 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Sis. 
Metrovich’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

Sis. Joyce E. Arnold
• Lodge 138 •

StRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the Jan. 13, 2023, pass-
ing of Sis. Joyce E. Arnold, 
81, of Canonsburg, Pa. She 
was a 33-year SNPJ Lodge 
138 member.

Sis. Arnold was born Oct. 
29, 1941, in Canonsburg, a 
daughter of the late Charles 

Burton and Martha Emma 
Kerr Miller. 

Joyce graduated from Can-
on-McMillan High School in 
1961. She worked as a supervi-
sor at Western Center, and later 
retired from Mayview State 
Hospital as a dietician.

After retirement, she joined 
the Canonsburg Senior Center 
where she served as treasurer. 
She loved to play pinochle 
and bingo.

Joyce is survived by two 
daughters, Jennifer M. (Frank) 
Huff and June E. (Chuck) 
Nichols; a son, James C. (Lani) 
Arnold Jr.; six grandchildren, 
JennaLynn (Chris) Vogler, 
Frankie (Morgan) Huff, Kyle 
and Mark Arnold, and Shayne 
and Sierra Nichols; and six 
great-grandchildren, Jayden, 
Zoey, Onna and Cooper Vo-
gler, Evelyn Huff, and LeVeon 
Nichols.

A service of remembrance 
was held for Sis. Arnold on 
Jan. 19 at Beinhauer-Bogan 
Funeral Home, Canonsburg.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Arnold’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Robin M. Hall
• Lodge 559 •

cHIcAgO — The Hall fam-
ily and the members of Lodge 
559 sadly report the Jan. 25, 
2023, passing of Sis. Robin M. 
Hall, 62, in Gilbert, Ariz., after 
a long battle with lupus and 
leukemia. She was a 43-year 
SNPJ member.

Sis. Hall was born Jan. 5, 
1961, in Chicago to Blanche 
and Milton Zavertnik. Robin 
grew up in Clarendon Hills, Ill., 
attending Maercker School in 

Westmont, Ill., Hinsdale Cen-
tral High School in Hinsdale, 
Ill., and Drake University in 
Des Moines, Iowa. 

Growing up, Robin was ac-
tive in a variety of school and 
community activities, includ-
ing spending a summer as a 
high school foreign exchange 
student in what was then Yugo-
slavia and serving as president 
of her college sorority.

Robin moved to the Phoe-
nix area in the late 1980s. As 
a longtime resident of Gilbert, 
Robin was active in the com-
munity, serving on the Gilbert 
Chamber of Commerce; being 
a principal organizer of the 
local annual Relay for Life, 
a charity event that raised 
money for cancer research; 
and portraying Mrs. Claus, 
along with her husband, Doug, 
as Santa, for local children’s 
events.

Robin is survived by her 
husband, Doug; her daughter, 
Jory; her brother, Randall Za-
vertnik (Cathryn Greene); and 
her brother-in-law, Todd Hall.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 559 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our condolences to Sis. 
Hall’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. ROBIN M. HALL (559)

KAREN A. PINtAR
National Secretary/COO

dEAthS REPoRtEd
For the month of January 2023
   dAtE of
LodgE NAmE dEAth CItY, StAtE
 6 John W. Szkola 09-06-2022 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 6 Margaret A. Tady 12-27-2022 Cheswick, Pa.
 34 Demetrius L. Clay 09-23-2022 Cincinnati, Ohio
 87 Larry R. Arch 10-21-2022 Herminie, Pa.
 89 Cole Shergi 11-06-2022 Burgettstown, Pa.
 89 Jeffery G. Dubic 12-07-2021 Grand Prairie, Texas
 142 Edward M. Kavick 10-30-2022 Chardon, Ohio
 223 Randall Bizon 01-10-2018 Greensburg, Pa.
 257 Richard A. Rinaldi 11-11-2022 Columbia Station, Ohio
 277 Anna Stoklosa 08-28-2022 Youngstown, Ohio
 576 Marian F. Birk 03-10-2022 Canton, Ohio
 581 David J. Lauriha 08-08-2022 Archbald, Pa.
 603 Georgia P. Lockwood 06-29-2022 New Smyrna Beach, Fla.
 604 Edward M. Eppick 11-13-2022 Westerville, Ohio
 715 Joseph S. Nixon 09-19-2022 Lower Burrell, Pa.
 715 Frank William Eckels 10-30-2022 Monongahela, Pa.
 715 Carolyn J. Meyers 11-19-2022 Murrysville, Pa.
 723 Sheila J. Graham 11-20-2022 San Clemente, Calif.
 729 Alice R. Magayna 11-29-2022 Vestaburg, Pa.
 749 Thomas Tercek 10-24-2022 Johnstown, Pa.
 776 Rose M. Potochnik 11-06-2022 Bessemer, Pa.

Looking for information on 
your SNPJ life insurance and 
annuity policies? Pay a visit to 
snpj.org, click the “PolicyView 
Login” link, then follow the 
step-by-step instructions.

at your fingertips
information
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Wanted
to Buy

12 Bass
½ chromatic

Button
accordion

will consider 
any condition

724-931-6998

Please use this form so PROSVETA will move with you. Type or 
print name and new address in the space provided below. Mail 
to: PROSVETA, circulation, 247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, 
PA  15126-9774; or e-mail snpj@snpj.com.

Name ________________________________________

New Address __________________________________

City/State/Zip __________________________________

Attach old 
mailing 

label here

New Address?

Photos submitted by Sis. Nancy Koutoulakis (721)

A Visit from Jolly Ol’ St. Nick
During the annual Christmas party hosted by Ambridge, 
Pa., Lodge 33 and Aliquippa, Pa., Lodge 721 at the SNPJ 
Lodge 106 Hall in Imperial, Pa., Lodge 721 youth members 
[above] CALVIN SUttoN (seated on Santa’s lap) and 
gRAYSoN BEPPLER, and [below] VAYdA fABYANIC, 
RoRY CAmPBELL and LILY CAmPBELL had the 
opportunity to share their Christmas wish lists with Santa.

Lodge 142 sets youth bowling date for March 11
by CAROL MARuSZAK

Lodge 142 Recording Secretary

cLEvELANd — You and 
your family are invited to 
participate in the Youth Circle 
94 youth bowling outing. As 
a member of Lodge 142, your 
child/children are automati-
cally members of SNPJ Youth 
Circle 94 sponsored by Lodge 
142. Building on the success of 
last year’s bowling outing, we 
are striking it up once again.

Youth Circles are sponsored 
throughout the country for 
SNPJ youth members up to the 
age of 18. The events offered 
give members an opportunity 
to meet other Circle members 
from across the United States. 
The Circles also encourage 
activity in the SNPJ; activity 
is important when you apply 
for that all-important college 
scholarship, or for young 
women who choose to run for 
Miss SNPJ.

Strike up some fun and join 
Lodge 142 and Youth Circle 94 
for an afternoon of bowling. 
The event will be held Satur-
day, March 11, from 2:30 to 
5:30 p.m. at Wickliffe Lanes. 
All Lodge 142 members can 
participate free of charge; the 
cost for adults and non-SNPJ 
members is $15 per person. 

SNPJ Lodge 142 Recording Secretary and youth Circle 94 
Director CARoL mARUSZAK presented American Legion
Brewer-Tarasco Post #7 with a donation check from the Lodge.

The fee includes unlimited 
bowling, shoe rental, bumpers 
(if needed) and lunch. 

All non-bowling Lodge 
members are invited to attend 
and will receive a free lunch. 
The March Lodge 142 meeting 
will also be held March 11, the 
same day as the bowling outing 
at Wickliffe Lanes, starting 
at 2 p.m. prior to the start of 
bowling.

The Lodge 142 Apprecia-
tion Dinner will be held Satur-
day, April 29, at the American 
Slovenian Club in Fairport, 
Ohio. Please RSVP to Carol 
Bacnik at (440) 856-9961.

American Legion Brewer-
Tarasco Post #7 in Wickliffe, 
Ohio, was included among our 
annual donations. This dona-
tion will be used to transport 
the eighth graders at Mater Dei 
Academy to All Souls Cem-
etery on May 25 to decorate 
the veterans’ graves with flags 
and to supply their lunch, as 
well as to purchase food for 
the community reception at 
the Post #7 Hall following 
the annual Memorial Day pa-
rade. Thank you to the Lodge 
members for remembering our 
veterans.

The annual Palm Sunday 
benefit dinner will be held 

Sunday, April 2, at St. Vitus 
Hall, 6022 Lausche Ave. in 
Cleveland. Net proceeds will 
benefit the St. Paschal Baylon 
Helping Hands Ministry and 
the Slovenian American Cul-
tural Association.

The menu offers a choice of 
either roasted chicken or roast 
beef, Slovenian-style soup, 
Slovenian-style potatoes, a 
salad, a veggie dish, roll and 
butter, and a pastry. Sit-down 
and take-out dinners will be 
available.

The price is $20 for adults, 
$15 for children age 12 and un-

der. Serving time is 10:45 a.m. 
until 1:15 p.m. Tickets sell fast, 
and you may pre-order by con-
tacting the St. Vitus Rectory 
at (216) 361-1444. Volunteers 
are needed, and this is a great 
opportunity for junior high, 
high school and college stu-
dents to perform community 
service. Contact Stane Kuhar 
at skuhar@hotmail.com for 
more information.

For more information on 
any of the above events, or to 
provide a phone number or 
e-mail address, contact Carol 
Maruszak at (440) 655-8776.

It takes teamwork – and many busy and skilled hands – to prepare the apple strudels served 
at the SNPJ Lodge 603 Hall during Florida SNPJ Days.

by JEANNETTE HuMPHREy
Lodge 603

SAMSuLA, fla. — The 
members of SNPJ Lodge 603 
in beautiful downtown Sam-
sula hosted a covered dish 
dinner and business meeting 
on Feb. 6.

The meeting was called 
to order by President Connie 
Massey with 13 members at-
tending. Cindy Griswold pre-
pared a main dish of klobase 
and sauerkraut that was enjoyed 
by all.

President Massey installed 
2023 officers Vice President 
Jerry Hafner, Treasurer Rhon-
da Tesauro, and audit commit-
tee members Barbara Benedict 
and John Tesauro.

Members were so excited 
to learn that SNPJ Lodge 723 
in Fontana, Calif., generously 
donated $7,500 to our Lodge. 
The donation was added to our 
building fund, and we are so 

thankful.
Dave Deerwester from New 

Smyrna Beach donated $500 in 
memory of Pauline Lockwood 
to be used for the purchase of a 
new bar cooler, and the SNPJ 
Home Office sent a $110 do-
nation for the Youth Circle 57 
Christmas party. The Samsula 
Woman’s Club donated $500 
to our Lodge building fund; 
we extend our thanks to these 
women in our community.

Thanks to the two hur-
ricanes we suffered in 2022, 
our Lodge hall is in need of a 
new roof; insurance will cover 
a great deal of the cost. Shingle 
colors were discussed.

Our thanks to Chuck Carter 
for installing a new electrical 
box in the Lodge hall; a very 
generous donation. We also 
thank Shane Miller for pres-
sure washing our Lodge hall 
building. Our members always 
step up when work is required!

Ella Adle won the $10 meet-
ing award and donated it back 
to our Lodge treasury.

Ashley Benedict and her 
mother, Ruth, were in charge 
of the February apple strudel 
and cabbage roll preparation for 
our Slovenian Polka Festival/
Florida SNPJ Days.  

Youth Circle 57 members 
will be holding a St. Patrick’s 
Day dinner dance on Friday, 
March 17, starting at 6 p.m. 
Admission is $15 per person 
or $25 per couple. A corned 
beef and cabbage meal will be 
served; dancing is scheduled 
until 10 p.m. Phone Cindy 
Griswold at (386) 689-9454 for 
additional information and to 
make reservations.

Get well wishes go out to 
Cheryl Benedict who broke her 
ankle and is now on the mend 
and doing well.

Until next time, I’ll see you 
at the Lodge hall!

Samsula Lodge 603 appreciates the generous donations to support the hall
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that I have mentioned. It’s a 
place to have some friendly 
competition in our athletic 
tournaments, gain friends 
that become family, take 
pride in our Slovenian heri-
tage, and on some occasions 
polka the day away. You can’t 
spell Slovenia without “love,” 
and I love SNPJ. It is in my 
heart for so many reasons 
and will always be a part of 
who I am. That’s why I am 
so excited to begin this new 
journey with all of you!

“By the time this issue of 
PROSVETA reaches you, the 
SNPJ Winter Classic hosted 
by the Strabane and Sygan 
Lodges, as well as Florida 

SNPJ Days in Samsula, Fla., 
will have taken place. Con-
gratulations to all the win-
ners of the Winter Classic, 
and I hope Samsula Lodge 
603 had a great time during 
their SNPJ Days. I hope to 
make it back to their neck of 
the woods one day...

“Before I know it, I’ll be 
gearing up for the National 
Bowling Tournament and 
the CAL Don Gorjup Open 
Golf Tournament in May; 
the SNPJ Young Adult 
Conference in June; and, of 
course, July will bring the 
40th Slovenefest and 65th 
Miss SNPJ Pageant. I’m 
looking forward to all of 
these events and seeing all 
of you there!”

A new Fraternal Director 
joins the Home Office staff

[Above] Slavija 
Lodge 1 youth 
members 
ALEXANdRA 
and PENELoPE 
hERNANdEZ 
performed for 
the Chicago 
Federation 
Christmas party 
in December.
[Left] Lodge 1 
members enjoyed 
a stroll through 
the grotto at the 
Slovenian Cultural 
Center in Lemont, 
Ill., during the 
holidays.

Lodge 1 closes 2022 
with a flurry of activity
by MICHELLE HRIBAR-HERNANDEZ

Lodge 1 President

cHIcAgO — The holiday 
season was filled with fun and 
excitement as Slavija Lodge 1 
members participated in vari-
ous activities.

Youth members Alexandra 
and Penelope Hernandez show-
cased their musical talents by 
playing piano and drums at the 
Chicago Federation Christmas 
party held Dec. 3 in Lemont, Ill.

On Dec. 11, the Lodge 
hosted its annual elections and 
Christmas luncheon at the Mc-
Cook Bohemian Restaurant, 
with the following individuals 
elected as officers: President 
Michelle Hribar-Hernandez, 
Secretary-Treasurer Janina 
Hribar, Recording Secretary 
and Sergeant-at-Arms Mari-
anne Murray, and auditors 
Eddie Hribar Jr. and David 

Hernandez.
Sis. Marianne Murray was 

elected to continue serving as 
the Lodge 1 representative to 
the Chicago Federation.  

Members decided to make 
a financial donation to the 
Alzheimer’s Association.

On Dec. 17, Slavija Lodge 
members gathered for a Christ-
mas walk at the Slovenian Cul-
tural Center grotto in Lemont. 

Mark your calendars for the 
first Lodge meeting of 2023 
which will take place on Sun-
day, March 5, starting at 11:30 
a.m. at the McCook Bohemian 
Restaurant, 8300 Joliet Road 
in McCook, Ill. Join us as we 
unveil this year’s social agenda 
and look forward to another 
exciting year. 

Don’t forget, the remaining 
Lodge meetings for 2023 are 
scheduled for June 4, Sept. 10 
and Dec. 12. Have a wonder-
ful 2023!
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57th cAL don gorjup Open golf tournament
May 27, 2023

at Rolling green golf club, Huntsburg, Ohio
9 a.m. Shotgun Start

The $90 entry fee covers greens fees, cart, prizes, dinner, and
sandwich and beverage at the turn. Youth entry fee is $80.

Return this form, along with entry fees, to:
Rick Gorjup

7180 Kory Ct., Concord, OH 44077-2221 
Phone: (440) 354-5001 [Home] or (440) 773-3233 [Cell]

Make checks payable to
SNPJ Cleveland Athletic League (CAL)
ENTRY DEADLINE IS MAY 21, 2023

The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament
rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department,

247 West Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126

Hdcp.PhoneLodgeName
1.

2.

3.

4.

Check Entry:
 Men Ladies Youth

Contact name: ________________________________________

e-mail: ______________________________________________

1.

2.

1.

2.

All-Events
$5 per 
person

YES/NO

Highest 
Average
2021-22

Lodge
No.

doubles & Singles Events 
Entry fee $32 per person

Saturday Only

SNPJ 85th National Bowling tournament
May 6-7, 2023

1.

2.

3.

4.

Highest
Average
2021-22

Lodge
No.

four-Person team Event
Entry fee $64 per team

Sunday Only

Submit bowlers’ names by position in lineup

Team name _____________________________________
Team captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

The entry fee in each event is $16 per bowler, $5.50 of which shall be used 
for prizes, and $10.50 for bowling. An extra $5 is charged to all

who desire to compete for handicap all-events prizes.

Return form, along with fees of $16 per person, per event, to:
Gary Smrdel

4251 Oregon St., Perry, OH 44081
(440) 655-7592

e-mail: garylodge158@roadrunner.com
Make checks payable to SNPJ Lodge 158
ENTRY DEADLINE IS APRIL 15, 2023

All memberships will be verified at the SNPJ Home Office. 
Complete tournament rules are available by contacting the 

SNPJ Fraternal Department, 247 West Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126
Schedule of entries will be posted online at snpj.org

colonial Lanes
3210 Wilmington Rd.
New Castle, PA 16105  
Phone: (724) 654-5000

www.coloniallanesbowling.com

doubles & Singles
Saturday, May 6, 11 a.m.

team Event
Sunday, May 7, 11 a.m.

Verbick Memorial Bowl benefits scholarship funds
by MARy DONOVAN (584)

SNPJ Region 5 Athletic Director

MILwAuKEE — The 2023 Verbick 
Fraternal Memorial Bowling Tourna-
ment was rolled on Jan. 21. It was 
wonderful to see people who you only 
see once a year at this epic event. This 
year marked our 29th year of running 
this tournament.

A total of nine teams competed 
this year, comprised of members from 
SNPJ, Sloga, CFU and KSKJ. Fraternal 
members, friends and family came out 
to participate and watch.

Tom Schweiger (584), the owner of 
Lucky Lanes, did a great job preparing 
the lanes and making sure that we had 
Slovenian sausages available to dine 
on. The conversations, the jokes and, 
of course, the golden ale were flowing.  

This year we again decided to host 
the tournament as a 9-pin tap. Holding 
the tournament as a 9-pin tap allows 
us to donate additional monies to the 
various scholarship funds – it’s time to 
fund the future!

There were two 300 games rolled, 
one by Nick Barczynski (Sloga) and the 
other by Bobby Coraggio (SNPJ). These 
games really added to the entertainment 
of the day!

We held a 50/50 drawing, along with 
door prize drawings available to the 
bowlers and spectators alike. A huge 
thank you to all who donated. We had 
so many prizes available to the lucky 
ticket holders. 

The drawings couldn’t have been 
a success without help from Debbie 
Taylor, Colleen Simonis and Jean Wu-
cinski – thanks so much to all of you 
for giving your time!

We are truly looking forward to the 
tournament next year, and the year after 
that. Great bowling everyone! Thanks 
to all for your support and help to make 
this tournament a success. A good time 
was had by all!

[Above] debbie 
taylor, Colleen 
Simonis and 
Jean wucinski 
handled the 
tournament drawings 
that raised additional 
money for the fraternal 
scholarship funds as 
bowlers from SNPJ, 
KSKJ, CFu and 
Sloga [left and below] 
participated in the 
2023 Verbick Memorial 
Bowling Tournament.

by RICK GORJuP (158)
Cleveland Athletic League President

cLEvELANd — This year 
marks the 57th year of the 
Cleveland Athletic League 
(CAL) hosting a golf tourna-
ment, so don’t miss out on a 
great day of fun and frater-
nalism! 

We always have a great 
bunch of golfers, and with our 
CAL representatives, friends 
and volunteers, this year’s out-
ing should be among the best. 
The tournament is about 88 
or so days away now, and we 
hope to draw a record crowd. 
The winter has been very, very 

cold, though with not as much 
snow, and hopefully spring is 
right around the corner!

This year’s CAL Don Gor-
jup Open Golf Tournament will 
be played at Rolling Green Golf 
Course in Huntsburg, Ohio,   
on Saturday, May 27. With a 
9 a.m. shotgun start, we ask 
that you arrive at the course 
by 8:15 a.m. for check-in at the 
pavilion. Here’s where you’ll 
pick up your goodie bags and 
scorecards before heading out 
on the links. Hot dogs and pivo 
will be available at the turn,  
and a great dinner awaits at 
the 19th hole.

This is always a fun day, 
meeting old friends and making 
new ones. And remember, this 
year the beer, pop and bottled 
water are free – all day long!

The entry fee of $90 for 
adults ($80 for youth) includes 
green fees, cart, prizes, a good-
ie bag, dinner, and a sandwich 
and beverage at the turn. Your 
friendly hostesses will again 
be stationed on the course to 
provide some libation and a 
toast to Don.

Since 2023 is our 57th year 
hosting the tournament, we’ll 
have some extras to com-
memorate this anniversary. 

We hope to see you this year, 
with all expectations of a great 
time for all.

The tournament entry form 
is published below. Please be 
sure to include your phone 
number and e-mail address on 
all entries in case we need to 
contact you.

Donations are coming in for 
our drawings, and we’re plan-
ning a few surprises this year. 
So contact your golf buddies 
and enter early. As always, 
guests are welcome.

We hope to see you on a 
beautiful, sunny and warm 
Saturday, May 27.

Dust off the clubs and enter the CAL Gorjup Open

SNPJ membership Anniversaries 
March 2023

 Lodge member
 5 Colette E. Grice
 5 Harlan D. Grice
 5 Barbara A. Johnson
 6 David L. Wallack
 34 Stephen M. Roseman
 34 John F. Grubar
 34 Joseph L. Mauser
 41 Joan L. Cromer
 87 Donald L. Udavchak
 87 Kevin McCormack
 89 Marilyn L. Soltesz
 106 Frances R. Henderson
 142 Mark M. Kovach
 190 Richard F. Sivec
 216 Karen F. Lehr
 218 Lee G. Moser
 225 Kenneth J. Logiudici
 254 James L. Vautar
 257 Patricia A. Juda
 265 Susan Druga

 Lodge member
 304 Ruth A. Welch
 559 Mary L. Surges
 562 Cynthia L. Parrish
 564 Kevin S. Holmes
 564 Sherman J. Krainz
 564 Steven L. Wolcansek
 576 Charles T. Ipavec
 576 Susan J. Burge
 584 James H. Block
 584 David M. Valle
 584 Earl B. Irwin
 584 Annette M. Koski
 603 Deborah S. Clements
 603 Steven M. Ograyensek
 604 Sharie DeVore
 689 Robert A. Evans
 715 Mark D. Webster
 749 Lawrence S. Mihelcic
 A01 Frank Hall

50-Year members

 Lodge member
 2 Diane J. Fornoff
 5 Glenna E. Mong
 6 Dorothy McChesney
 33 Francine V. Slavic
 89 Donna Brenlove
 158 Jo Ann Dorsey
 174 Joe B. Dablock
 174 Frances J. Campbell
 559 Daneen L. Jachino

 Lodge member
 584 Bonnie S. Izydor
 584 Andrea M. Holland
 584 John M. Stempihar
 604 Janice Zorman
 614 Barbara A. Parsons
 715 Kenneth Danovich
 723 Jerome B. Pasin
 782 Kathleen Klapach

60-Year members

 Lodge member
 33 Anthony B. Grandovic
 190 Robert E. Evacko
 559 Charles J. Zordani

 Lodge member
 581 Mary J. Johnson
 643 Frances M. Mihalik

70-Year members

80-Year members
 Lodge member
 584 Pauline J. Beton
 782 Josephine Szwarc

by COuRTNEy KOENIG
Fraternal Director

BOROugH Of SNPJ, Pa. 
— The 85th SNPJ National 
Bowling Tournament, hosted 
by Loyalites Lodge 158, will 
be held at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center the weekend of May 
6-7. Bowling will take place at 
Colonial Lanes in New Castle, 
Pa., and all social activities will 

be held at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center. 

The tournament secretary 
is Gary Smrdel. Gary’s contact 
information is included in the 
tournament entry form below 
and online at snpj.org. The 
entry deadline is April 15.

Doubles and singles events 
will be rolled at 11 a.m. on 
Saturday, May 6; team com-

petition is scheduled Sunday, 
May 7, at 11 a.m.

Weekend entertainment 
includes karaoke by DJ Skippy 
Hall from 8 p.m. until mid-
night on Friday, May 5. On 
Saturday evening, the Mike 
Wojtila Band will perform 
from 8 p.m. until midnight. All 
entertainment is scheduled in 
the Gostilna.

Cabins are available for the 
tournament weekend. Phone 
the SNPJ Recreation Center 
toll-free at 1-877-767-5732 
to reserve your cabin today. 
Food will also be available in 
the Gostilna throughout the 
weekend.

We look forward to welcom-
ing all of our bowlers to the 
SNPJ Recreation Center!

85th National Bowling Tournament rolls into the 
Recreation Center, hosted by Loyalites Lodge 158

A CENTURY
in the making

Name _________________________________________
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Number of copies _______________________________

RETuRN THIS ORDER FORM TO
Slovene National Benefit Society

247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA  15126-9774

Payment in full must accompany all orders. Make checks payable to SNPJ.
Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery.

Proud of your SNPJ membership? Then 
you owe it to yourself to delve deeper 
into SNPJ history through the pages 
of An Inspired Journey – The SNPJ 
Story: The First One Hundred Years 
of the Slovene National Benefit Society. 
This richly-illustrated chronicle of 
SNPJ history compiled and written by 
SNPJ Publications Editor Jay Sedmak 
is available for purchase.

$17.50 each (includes postage)
add $1 postage for each additional copy ordered

SNPJ offers Roth IRAs in 
addition to our regular IRAs and 

annuities to help build a safe finan-
cial future for you and your family. 
We’ve helped build secure futures 

for our members for over a century.
Phone 1-800-843-7675 and we’ll

be happy to help you too.

money... and it’s up to you whether 
you pay now or pay later.

uncle Sam wants your 


