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The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are May 1 and June 1. All material must 
be received by noon on Monday, April 
17, for the May 1 issue, and by Monday, 
May 8, for the June 1 issue. If you’re 
concerned about making the deadline, 
send an e-mail to prosveta@snpj.com 
or submit your material via the publi-
cations area of our website, snpj.org.

THE
DEADLINE

follow SNPJ on 
Facebook!

IMPERIAL, Pa. — SNPJ Market-
ing Manager Gina Wise will attend a 
polka dance featuring the Dick Tady 
Orchestra in Kersey, Pa., on Sunday, 
May 7, to present on SNPJ membership 
opportunities and will be available to 
speak with prospective new members. 
The dance, hosted by the North Central 
Pennsylvania Slovenian Polka Boosters, 
will be held at the Kersey Fireman’s Club, 
Main St., Kersey, PA 15846, from 2 to 
6 p.m. First-time attendees at the dance 
will be admitted free of charge. For more 
information phone St. Marys, Pa., Lodge 
581 Secretary/Treasurer Marcia Bleggi at 
(814) 335-4983.

SNPJ membership drive 
in St. Marys area May 7

Girard Lodge 643 sets
April 20 meeting date
GIRARd, Ohio — SNPJ Lodge 643 
members will hold their next meeting 
on Thursday, April 20, at Amen Corner 
in Girard starting at 1 p.m. All Lodge 
members are welcome and encouraged 
to attend.

KAthlEEN SEIFERt
Lodge 643 Secretary

Alina m. A. lomshek
Born Feb. 10, 2022

Girard, Kan., lodge 225
The members of Girard, Kan., Lodge 225 
welcome Alina Ming Ai Lomshek as the 
newest addition to their Lodge. Alina is 
the daughter of Jurij (225) and Melissa 
Lomshek, and the granddaughter of Jerry 
and Anna Lomshek (225). We welcome 
Alina to the Society and extend our best 
wishes to her entire family.

Westmoreland 
Fed. tuning up
for 12th Pretty 
In Pink benefit

by LOIS DENNING (41)
Federation Treasurer

YukON, Pa. — The Westmoreland County 
Federation of SNPJ Lodges is pleased to an-
nounce the 12th year of our Pretty In Pink 
fundraiser! This benefit event will be held 
Sunday, June 25, at our beautiful Yukon 
Slovenian Hall from 2 to 6 p.m.

Music will be provided by the Polka 
Classics. These talented musicians have been 
entertaining us for over 40 years, performing 
with numerous other musicians. You can 
enjoy listening, dancing and tapping your 
feet or singing along to all the great selec-
tions, old and new.

We will have our traditional foods avail-
able: Slovenian klobase, pierogies, Slovenian 
beans, potica, and homemade baked goods. 
The bar will be able to accommodate you 
with your favorite beverages.

Last, but not least, are our Chinese auc-
tion and 50/50 drawing. More than 40 gift 
baskets were donated last year, along with 
numerous door prizes: wine baskets, garden-
ing supplies, lottery tickets, golf packages, 
and car detailing, to name just a few of the 
many awesome donations. If you would like 
to make a basket donation or a monetary 
donation, please call me at (412) 554-7404 or 
mail to my address, Lois Denning, 40 Peters 
Rd., Greensburg, PA 15601.

Our mission began 12 years ago follow-
ing my second cancer diagnosis. A few of 
our Lodge members had been on the same 
pathway, receiving chemo, not working, and 
wondering how to pay the bills while fighting 
and trying to live a normal life again. 

Many helping hands were working behind 
the scenes to provide gift cards for necessary 
items such as gas, groceries and essentials. 
This assistance was provided anonymously.

One foundation, the Karla Nease Foun-
dation, was a huge lifesaver for me, helping 
with utilities. To this day, they still aid – as 
we do – anonymously, to help local cancer 
patients get back on their feet.

Bring a friend to this event and make 
a difference in the life of a cancer patient!

SEE REGIoN 1 APPRECIAtIoN
ON PAGE 5

by JOhN MLAKAR
Lodge 745 Secretary/Treasurer

SAcRAMENtO, calif. — Lodge 745 will 
be hosting its second wine tasting event and 
luncheon on Saturday, April 22, at Pescatore 
Vineyard and Winery in Newcastle, Calif. This 
year’s luncheon will offer German cuisine; mu-
sic will be provided by John and Joe Mlakar. 
Make your reservations soon to Joe Mlakar by 
e-mailing loskadolina@surewest.net or calling 
(916) 380-7722. 

Last year we had a picture-perfect day and 
warm temperatures as we enjoyed the scenery 

Second annual wine tasting on
the Lodge 745 schedule in April

at the Pescatore vineyard. Please make plans 
join us.

Lodge 745 had a full house for our 2022 
Christmas party. Even though the ice skating 
was rained out, the annual get-together at the 
pizza parlor was an event not to be missed.  
Teresa Mlakar and the Lodge provided gift 
bags specifically designed for each child. The 
evening was filled with conversation, fun and 
laughter. 

On Super Bowl Sunday, our Lodge held its 

SEE lodGE 745 wINE tAStING
ON PAGE 7

SNPJ Heritage Center ready to launch a new season
by KAThy PAuLENICh (776)
SNPJ heritage Center Director

BOROuGh Of SNPJ, Pa. — The SNPJ 
Heritage Center Committee is busy planning 
activities for the 2023 season. 

Several committee members will be traveling 
to Washington, D.C., when the EU countries 
open their doors at various embassies. Everyone 
is invited to the Slovenian Embassy on Saturday, 
May 13, from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Committee 
members Patty Candela, Ed Robich and Sue 
Mals will welcome you and share their knowl-
edge of Slovenia with our traveling museum. 
They will also talk about SNPJ, Slovenefest 

and the SNPJ Recreation Center with visitors. 
It’s always a pleasure to spend the weekend in 
our nation’s capital!

The next big event in which all committee 
members are involved is SNPJ Heritage Center 
Weekend, June 9-11. We’ll open the weekend 
with a welcome dance in the Gostilna featuring 
Patty C and the Guys performing on Friday, 
June 9, from 8 to 11 p.m.

A balina tournament is scheduled in the 
Balinarena during the morning of Saturday, 
June 10, organized by Denny Brand.

Later on Saturday afternoon, Sarah Loudon 
will lead a Paint and Sip. We debuted this event 

last year, and it was very well received. There 
were many requests to repeat this activity, so 
Sarah gladly agreed to put together a different 
painting project for this year. 

Bingo is scheduled Saturday evening in the 
Gostilna. In addition to the monetary prizes, 
the Heritage Center Committee will reward 
the bingo winners with small prizes from our 
Gift Shop.

Our annual dance will be held Sunday, June 
11, in the Heritage Pavilion. The Frank Stanger 
Band will alternate with the Western Pa. Button 

SEE hERItAGE CENtER SEASoN
ON PAGE 4

by MADISON SINAN (782)
Miss SNPJ 2023

GLENShAw, Pa. — Quite a bit has happened 
since the last time I wrote! I am having a hard 
time believing I have just under four months of 
my reign remaining. Though I am sad that these 
last few months will fly by, I am excited to enjoy 
the time I have left as Miss SNPJ!

Because I am a graduate student in Boulder, 
Colo., I have been especially active with Denver 
Lodge 218. Since I last wrote, we went bowling 
in typical Slovenian fashion. Miss Fraternalism 

After a busy winter, a full spring 
calendar awaits Miss SNPJ 2023

2023 Cara Fabian and I went head-to-head, and 
neither of us won. We made a valiant effort, but 
neither of us will be SNPJ National Bowling 
champions anytime soon. 

Later on, I also received the holiday season 
closure I needed by attending the Lodge 218 
“After Holiday Party” at the Old Spaghetti 
Factory. The Denver Lodge has adopted me as 
one of their own, and I am grateful to have a 
wonderful Slovenian family in Colorado.

While in 
Samsula for 
Florida SNPJ 
Days hosted by 
Lodge 603, 
Miss SNPJ 2023 
mAdISoN 
SINAN had the 
chance to meet 
and interact 
with several 
members of 
SNPJ youth 
Circle 57.

SEE mISS SNPJ 2023
ON PAGE 7

Sharon Lodge 31 plans
dinner meeting April 27
ShARON, Pa. — SNPJ Lodge 31 mem-
bers are invited to a dinner meeting on 
Thursday, April 27, at Papa Louie’s Italian 
Kitchen, 7172 Warren Sharon Road in 
Brookfield, Ohio, near Mr. D’s Grocery 
Store. The meeting will begin at 5 p.m.

Lodge members will order from the 
menu and the Lodge will pay for the 
meals. Regular Lodge business and Lodge 
charitable contributions for 2023 will be 
discussed. Please contact Secretary Barb 
Bogolin at (724) 347-1197 by April 19 if 
you plan to attend.

BARB BoGolIN
Lodge 31 Secretary/Treasurer

by MAuRy SINAN (782)
SNPJ Region 1 Vice President

YukON, Pa. — Fraternal greetings to all! 
SNPJ Region 1 will be sponsoring a FREE dance 
on Sunday, April 23, at the Yukon Slovenian 
Hall. The dance is for members, family and 
friends to show our appreciation for all you 
do for the SNPJ.

The Polka Classics will be performing from 
2 to 5 p.m., longer if there is a crowd, so let’s fill 
the hall with music, dancing and fraternalism!

SNPJ Region 1 shows appreciation
with free-admission dance in Yukon

Food will be available for purchase: pork/
Slovenian sausage sandwiches and dinners; and 
for dessert, potica, kremsik (Bled cake), apple 
crisp and cookies.

If any Lodges would like to bring a basket 
for a drawing, please let me know. We want to 
keep cost around $40 maximum per basket. I 
suggest having members donate items; I will 
provide boxes and tickets. The proceeds will be 
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•	 APRIL	22 ....... Golden Valley Lodge 745 Wine 
Tasting and German-style luncheon 
at Pescatore Vineyard & Winery, New-
castle, Calif., starting at 1 p.m. For more 
information contact Joe Mlakar at (916) 
380-7722.

•	 APRIL	23 ....SNPJ Region 1 Members, Family 
and Friends Appreciation Dance featur-
ing the Polka Classics, 2 to 5 p.m. at the 
yukon Slovenian hall, 137 yukon Ave. 
yukon, PA 15698. FREE ADMISSION. 
The doors open at 1 p.m.; food and 
beverages available for purchase. For 
more information contact Maury Sinan 
at (724) 553-6873 or e-mail maury@
zoominternet.net.

•	 MAY	6-7 ......SNPJ National Bowling Tournament 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. Games will be bowled at 
Colonial Lanes, New Castle, Pa.

•	 MAY	20 .......Third annual Music Festival & Craft 
Show at the SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio

•	 MAY	27 .......CAL Don Gorjup Golf Open at Roll-
ing Green Golf Course, huntsburg, Ohio. 
For information contact Rick Gorjup at 
(440) 354-5001 or (440) 773-3233.

•	 MAY	29 .......Chicago District Federation Memo-
rial Day services at Woodlawn Cemetery, 
7750 Cermak Rd., Forest Park, Ill., 
starting at 11 a.m. For more information 
contact Tina Rigler at (708) 257-8312.

•	 JUNE	4 .......Polka dance at the SNPJ Farm, 
Kirtland, Ohio, sponsored by the Miss 
SNPJ Pageant Commission. Entertain-
ment features the Garrett Tatano Band.

•	 JUNE	9-11 ..... SNPJ heritage Center weekend at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center. For more 
information phone the SNPJ Recreation 
Center toll-free at 1-877-767-5732 or 
e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

•	 JUNE	16-18 ... SNPJ young Adult Conference at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough 
of SNPJ, Pa. For registration and event 
details contact the SNPJ home Office 
at 1-800-843-7675.

•	 JUNE	18 .....Annual Father’s Day picnic at the 
SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio. hosted by 
Loyalites Lodge 158.

•	 JUNE	25 .....Pretty In Pink fundraiser hosted by 
the Westmoreland County Federation 
of SNPJ Lodges; 2-6 p.m. at the yukon 
Slovenian hall, yukon, Pa. Music by the 
Polka Classics. For details contact Lois 
Denning at (412) 554-7404.

•	 JULY	7-9 ........ The 40th Slovenefest and the 
65th Miss SNPJ Pageant at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. For more information 
phone the Recreation Center toll-free at 
1-877-767-5732.

•	 JULY	16 ......Cleveland Federation/SNPJ Farm 
Board picnic at the SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, 
Ohio.

•	 JULY	30-AUG.	5 .... Family Week at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa. 
For more information phone the SNPJ 
Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-767-
5732 or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

•	 AUG.	19 ......SNPJ Lodge 786 Polka Cruise from 
Newport harbor, Calif. Includes a cruise 
around Newport harbor on a privately 
chartered ship, lunch, beverages, and 
music provided by local talent. Reser-
vations required by July 19. For more 
information contact Lodge 786 Secretary 
Teresa Koci at (949) 246-1983 or Fred 
Mlakar at (949) 654-8229.

•	 SEPT.	1-3 ...... National SNPJ Days weekend at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of 
SNPJ, Pa. For details phone the SNPJ 
Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-767-
5732 or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society
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have something for 
Up-and-Coming?
Lodge/Organization __________
__________________________

Type of Event ______________
__________________________

Site ______________________
__________________________

If a concert or dance, who is
performing? ________________
__________________________

Date ______________________

Time ______________________

Who to contact ______________
__________________________

Phone (        ) _______________

E-mail ____________________
Complete and return to: 

PROSVETA
247 W. Allegheny Road

Imperial, PA  15126-9774
e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

by PAMELA PANDzA
Lodge 723 Recording Secretary

fONtANA, calif. — We 
invite all members of Fon-
tana Lodge 723 to attend our 
second meeting of the year on 
Thursday, April 13, at Napoli 
Restaurant, 24960 Redlands 
Blvd. in Loma Linda, Calif. 

There is always signifi-
cant business to conduct, so 
if you arrive by 5:45 to settle 
in and order your meal, we 
can begin the meeting at 6 
p.m. Dinner is courtesy of the 
Lodge; guests will cover their 
own tab. Additionally, there 
will be an automatic drawing 
for a “desert dessert” treat to 
take home, if you can imagine 
a product that grows on tall 
palms in the desert.

Please RSVP to Lodge 

Secretary Diana Rote by 
phoning (909) 987-8741 or 
by e-mail to grammad244@
gmail.com by April 6.

On the agenda are activi-
ties to be planned in conjunc-
tion with the Orange County 
Lodge, as well as some 
events we might sponsor. 
Also of great importance is 
the structure of our Lodge in 
this new setting without the 
Slovene Hall in Fontana as a 
home base.

In that matter, I am still 
collecting your memories 
of times at the Slovene Hall 
to share with PROSVETA 
readers. You may send these 
addressed to Pamela Pandza, 
74947 Verbena Ct., Indian 
Wells, CA 92210; or by e-mail 
to slowcrow@msn.com.

Lodge 723 focuses on
event planning in April 

The 2023 Fontana Lodge 723 officers officially accepted 
their duties during the February Lodge meeting. Member 
Jesse Leathers led the ritual. Pictured [from left]: Secretary 
dIANA RotE, Treasurer FRANK RotE, Vice President 
and Recording Secretary PAmElA PANdZA, President 
ShERRI BlACK, inaugurating host JESSE lEAthERS, 
and outgoing 2022 Lodge officer JUlIANNE wood.

Lodge 786 plans June potluck picnic
by TERESA KOCI

Lodge 786 Secretary/Treasurer 

ORANGE cOuNtY, calif. — Orange 
Coast Lodge 786 is hosting a potluck picnic 
on Sunday, June 4, from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. 
at The Duck Club of Irvine’s San Joaquin 
Marsh & Wildlife Sanctuary. This is an 
event for all ages.

A brief meeting and the family picnic 
will be held in the rustic Duck House at the 

beautiful wildlife sanctuary that includes a 
covered picnic/barbeque area, the Audubon 
house, and 12 miles of walking trails where 
visitors can see more than 200 bird species. 

The Lodge will provide the main dish 
of čevapčiči, beverages and paper supplies; 
please bring a side dish or appetizer. RSVP 
to Teresa Koci by May 30 so an estimate can 
be made for food and supplies. Guests are 
welcome if they participate in the potluck.

Lodge 581 again co-sponsoring 
Troha Scholarship awards in 2023

by MARCIA KLANCER BLEGGI
Lodge 581 Secretary/Treasurer

St. MARYS, Pa. — In memory of Jerome 
“Jerry” Troha, SNPJ Lodge 581, along with 
Jerry’s family and the North Central Pennsyl-
vania Slovene Polka Boosters, is sponsoring 
the third Troha Music Scholarship.

This year, scholarships will be awarded to 
two students from each of the high schools in 
St. Marys. In an effort to add money to the 
scholarship fund, members will be holding 
fundraisers throughout this year. We will 
park cars during the St. Marys drag races at 
the Municipal Airport for three days during 
the summer, and for our second fundraiser 
we will be selling chances on collectable 
Zippo lighters.

Applications for the scholarship have 
been sent to the schools. The students will 
be awarded their scholarships at programs 
scheduled by the schools in May.

The Lodge 581 Jackson Road Cleanup is 
on the schedule for April 15. PA Cleanways 
and the recycling center have signed on to 
provide bags, signs and vests, and have 
provided us with proper ways to dispose of 
the “treasures” found along the roadways. 
Breakfast and lunch will be provided, along 
with water and transportation from the Troha 
camp to the cleanup sites.

On April 16, Mollie B and SqueezeBox 
with Ted Lange will be performing at the 
Johnsonburg Fire Hall. On April 30, the 
Polka Boosters will sponsor a dance at 
Wildwoods in St. Marys from 2 to 5 p.m. 
Contact Pat and John Moore at (814) 837-
9218 for more information about either of 
these two events.

On May 7, Lodge 581 is hosting a mem-
bership campaign at the Kersey Fireman’s in 
Kersey, Pa. SNPJ Marketing Manager Gina 
Wise will be there to give information and sell 
SNPJ life insurance products and annuities. 

If you have never been to a dance with the 
Polka Boosters, you will be admitted free 
of charge. Dick Tady will be entertaining 
from 2 to 5 p.m. Gina will arrive at 12:30 
and be available until 6 p.m. Contact Lodge 
Secretary/Treasurer Marcia Klancer Bleggi 
at (814) 335-4983 for more information.

In 2023, SNPJ 
Lodge 581 
will award Troha 
Scholarships 
to two students 
from each of the 
high schools in 
St. Marys, Pa. 
Pictured: the late 
Jerry troha.

[From left] John hutar, JoE mlAKAR (745), Josef Antolin 
and FREd mlAKAR (786) filled the San Francisco Slovenian 
hall with music during the SNPJ Lodge 304 Pust celebration.

Following 
an absence 
of several 
years, the 
San Francisco 
Slovenian 
community 
welcomed the 
return of the 
annual Pust 
celebration 
hosted by SNPJ 
Lodge 304 on 
Feb. 18.

Lodge 304 Pust celebration strengthens Slovenian bonds
by JOhN GOVEDNIK

Lodge 786 Vice President

ORANGE cOuNtY, calif. — On Feb. 18, 
members of all four California SNPJ Lodges 
enjoyed a wonderful Pust celebration at the 
Slovenian Hall in San Francisco.

Robert Bevc and his crew at Lodge 304 
hosted this wonderful event. Lodge 304 
Secretary Michelle Von Merta-Sustarich 
did an excellent job managing reservations, 
the door, and the overall planning of this 
outstanding event.

The last Pust celebration was held in 
2020, so all attendees were excited to meet 
and bond over laughter, food, drink and mu-
sic. Eric Wood (723) and the expert kitchen 
team at Lodge 304 prepared a delicious 
dinner of blood sausage, pork, sauerkraut, 
potatoes and beans for a full crowd of en-
thusiastic and hungry guests. The attentive 
servers were fast on their feet and displayed 
a joyous demeanor while providing hot food 
from the kitchen. 

Lodge 786 member Fred Mlakar (on piano 
accordion), John Hutar (on piano accordion), 
Lodge 745 members Joe Mlakar (on banjo) 
and John Mlakar (on button accordion), 
and Josef Antolin (on mandolin and guitar) 
filled the hall with cheerful melodies as 
people danced to wonderful polkas, waltzes 
and kolos.    

I am very happy that I attended Pust 
because I had the opportunity to strengthen 
my Slovenian heritage, as well as strengthen 

relationships. I met again with Mrs. Katica 
Pečavar who went to school with my mother 
in the village of Suhor, which is 10 kilome-
ters [approximately six miles] from Metlika 
in Bela Krajina.

Katica raised her family in San Francisco 
and is a prominent leader in the Slovenian 
community. She shared stories of how she 
and my mother kidded each other and giggled 
during choir practice in church when they 
were young girls, as well as memories of my 
mother and father’s wedding day in Suhor.

I also ran into Diana Fir, who I hadn’t 
seen in years. Diana grew up strong in the 
Slovenian culture of San Francisco and sang 
in the Slovenian choir at the Nativity of Our 
Lord church. I remember years ago hearing 
her beautiful voice and the harmonies of the 
choir that filled the church with inspiring 
Slovenian hymns. 

When I traveled to Slovenia 23 years ago, 
my cousin’s husband, Janez, showed me his 
rock mine business located on the outskirts 
of Bereča Vas, where Diana’s father and my 
mother grew up.  One of his workers was 
driving a large tractor, and Janez told me it 
was Diana’s uncle!

Even though many of my – and your 
– family members may be far from us in 
Slovenia, they remain close in thoughts and 
in our hearts. Pust reminds me of the im-
portance of strengthening the relationships 
I have with my Slovenian community here 
in the United States.
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by GINA WISE
SNPJ Marketing Manager

Time to Spring into Action!
Contact the SNPJ Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 

to open your SNPJ Loyalty Annuity TODAY 
and take advantage of these great rates!

• No fees attached to either Loyalty Annuity
• Rates not guaranteed after the first year

• 3.00% guaranteed minimum on new issues only
• IRAs/Roth IRA/non-qualified eligible

• Conversions of existing annuities available at first-year rates

Loyalty 8 Annuity
8-year surrender period

4.50% first-year guarantee rate
for new money

3.50% in years two and after

Loyalty 5 Annuity
5-year surrender period

4.00% first-year guarantee rate
for new money

3.25% in years two and after

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • snpj.org

Spring awakening!
m y dog and I are usually out and about quite early in 

the morning. We both enjoy starting our day with 
a walk. For the past few months he has waited 

patiently by the back door as I applied chap stick and 
then put on my winter coat, hat, gloves and boots. Today 
was different though; after checking the temperature, I 
decided to slip on tennis shoes and grab a lighter jacket 
that I haven’t worn since last October. Finally, the spring 
thaw and brighter mornings are here to make our walks 
more enjoyable.

We were off to greet the day, and my boy gave a hearty 
hello to every mailbox, fire hydrant and street sign along the 
way.	Just	as	we	turned	the	second	corner,	his	sniffing	got	
more intense, and his steps became more frantic. I knew 
we were close. As he took care of his pending business, 
it occurred to me: This is a different jacket; I bet I don’t 
have a waste bag! ugh! I am going to have to go home 
and come back and pick this up. At the same time, my 
hand instinctively went to my right jacket pocket to feel 
for a bag. yes! There was still one in there from last fall!  

We turned around to head back home, and for very 
different	reasons	we	were	both	experiencing	a	sense	of	
relief.  By the time we hit our doorstep I found myself think-
ing how cool it would be to reach in another jacket pocket 
and find a $10 or $20 bill that I stuck in there last fall and 
forgot about. No such luck on that one, but if it has ever 
happened to you, you know it can feel like a real treat.

Along with a change of wardrobe, this time of year also 
has us cleaning up our houses and yards and making a 
list of all the projects we are going to tackle in the coming 
months.

One item to put on your to-do list is a policy review. This 
can be considered a spring cleaning of your finances or 
a financial health check-up. And this doesn’t need to be 
a DIy project; you can, and should, involve your agent. 
A trusted advisor can educate you and guide you as you 
make important choices, and help you weigh the risks 
versus the benefits of each choice. 

Life changes quickly, and there are many reasons for 
considering the exchange of an existing insurance policy.  
If you have coverage gaps, it can be stressful, and a pro-
fessional agent can assist you with options for obtaining 
more coverage. If you no longer require the amount of 
coverage you have, an agent can provide you options on 
where to re-direct that money based on your goals. If you 
are concerned about outliving your money in retirement, 
an agent can explain the advantages of using annuities 
and/or IRAs for additional income streams.

A review of policies is recommended at least once per 
year. And keep in mind that some circumstances or life 
events (marriage, divorce, birth/adoption of a child, the 
purchase of a home) might require an immediate review. 

If you obtained insurance coverage or purchased an 
annuity and tucked the policy into a file drawer some 
years ago, what might you have forgotten about? If it’s a 
term policy, do you know when it expires? Do you know 
for certain who is named as beneficiary to receive your 
policy’s death benefit? Do you remember if the annuity 
you purchased was non-qualified or qualified (each type 
receives different tax treatment when the funds are with-
drawn)? Are you missing out on an opportunity to convert 
your annuity to a higher rate of interest because you weren’t 
aware it has fulfilled its surrender period?

It’s worth taking some time to check those pockets – you 
might be surprised by what you find. Imagine the sense 
of relief you will have knowing everything is in good order, 
or that you have taken care of something that required 
attention.

Speak with your local SNPJ agent to 
schedule a review, or call the home Of-
fice at 1-800-843-7675 to be put in touch 
with an agent near you.
SNPJ does not provide tax, legal or accounting 
advice. Consult with a tax, legal or accounting 
professional regarding your specific situation.

Slovenian ministry opens 
a new office in Maribor
MARIBOR (StA) — Slovenia’s Min-
istry for Digital Transformation opened 
a new office in the center of Maribor 
in mid-February. Roughly 60 ministry 
employees will be working from the 
new site, while the minister, Emilija 
Stojmenova Duh, will work from the 
Maribor office once a week.

Digital Transformation Minister 
Stojmenova Duh, who is from Maribor, 
said Slovenia’s second largest city was 
selected as the ministry’s second location 
because the country’s first supercomput-
ers are there, along with highly trained 
experts in digitalization processes. “We 
never intended [ministry] employees to 
now drive from Ljubljana to Maribor. 
Those who used to drive to Ljubljana 
will not need to commute anymore,” the 
minister said.

She also explained that the Digital 
Transformation Ministry would have to 
expand anyway, and that rent in Ljubljana 
would be much higher. Now, the ministry 
will pay lower commuting costs.

The ministry plans to hire 29 more 
staff as part of the Recovery and Resil-
ience Plan, and is still seeking 20 people 
to work in the two departments that were 
transferred to the ministry from the 
Public Administration Ministry.

The Digital Transformation Minis-
try would thus employ 315 people in 
total, “but hiring IT experts isn’t easy 
given the much higher salaries in the 
private sector,” Minister Stojmenova 
Duh said.

Nova Gorica u will lead
machine learning project
NOvA GORIcA (StA) — The Uni-
versity of Nova Gorica has secured EU 
funding for a five-year machine learning 
project named SMASH, as part of which 
50 post-doctoral researchers will receive 
fellowships to develop cutting-edge ma-
chine learning applications for use in the 
sciences and humanities.

The project, which is expected to 
launch in July, is estimated at EUR 10 
million ($10.68 million), of which the 
EU will contribute EUR 5 million ($5.3 
million), and the Slovenian Ministry of 
Higher Education, Science and Innova-
tion the remaining EUR 5 million.

The funding will be used for basic 
research across five areas: machine 
learning for scientific applications, 
machine learning for particle physics, 
computing for human and animal com-
munication, machine learning in climate 
research, and for personalized medicine 
and life sciences.

Machine learning is widely used in 
artificial intelligence and involves train-
ing algorithms on vast troves of data 
so that [computer systems] can make 
predictions without being explicitly 
programmed to do so.

The research will be conducted at 
five Slovenian institutions, including 
the University of Ljubljana and the Jožef 
Stefan Institute, and in collaboration 
with 32 international companies and 
institutions. Project researchers will 
have access to Vega, Slovenia’s largest 
supercomputer, which is operated by the 
Institute of Information Science, one of 
the project partners.

Slovenia’s large shopping 
centers turning to solar 
LJuBLJANA (StA) — In the coming 
months, Citypark, the largest shopping 
center in the Slovenia operated by the 
SES Slovenija company, will construct 
a solar plant at an estimated cost of EUR 
1.3 million ($1.49 million) to cope with 
the ongoing energy crisis and reduce CO2 
emissions, Citypark manager Andrej 
Ropret told the press in mid-February.

“Annual solar production will be 
equal to the annual consumption of 435 
households. The solar plant will include 
1,816 panels, allowing us to cut CO2 emis-
sions by 225 tons, which equals planting 
almost 10,000 trees,” Ropret said.

A green roof will also be added to 
reduce the impact of heat in the area, 
and the Citypark shopping center, located 
in Ljubljana’s BTC shopping district, 
also plans to update its air conditioning 
system.

The SES Slovenija company plans to 
install a total of 10,767 solar panels on 
several of its shopping malls, including 
Aleja and Center Vič in Ljubljana, City-
center in Celje, and Europark in Maribor. 
“The electricity generated by photovol-
taic installations will have a positive 
impact. From our point of view, this 

means increasing the self-sufficiency 
of buildings with power generated from 
renewables, and visitors will be able to 
charge their electric vehicles with this 
energy,” SES Slovenija director Toni 
Pugelj said.

SES Slovenija has already introduced 
several measures to save energy: Outdoor 
and advertising lighting switches on only 
one hour before the shops open and is 
turned off an hour after they close; the 
level of illumination is reduced when 
there is sufficient natural light; and the 
opening hours of the company’s shopping 
centers have been shortened.

Slovenians develop an 
accurate dementia test
LJuBLJANA (StA) — BrainTrip, a 
Slovenian neuroscience company, has 
presented a new dementia screening test 
with a 94 percent accuracy rate. Early 
diagnosis of the disease can increase 
treatment options, experts say.

Dementia is a neurological disease 
that affects 10 percent of the population 
over age 65. Experts warn that it often 
goes undiagnosed or is diagnosed very 
late, which decreases the options for 
treatment. There is no cure for dementia 
yet, but treatments are available if the 
disease is diagnosed early.

As part of a project called “Pomni” 
(Remember), BrainTrip researchers 
screened some 250 individuals in Slo-
venia. The team collected data on the 
effectiveness of various early screening 
tests for dementia, measuring sensitiv-
ity and specificity. They found that the 
BrainTrip Dementia Index, or BDI test, 
achieved the best results.

Unlike most screening tests that 
measure memory through behavior, BDI 
can directly measure brain activity. The 
test was determined to be 94 percent 
accurate, said BrainTrip co-founder 
Jurij Dreo during a mid-January press 
conference.

“The BDI test is a fruit of Slovenian 
research that can help family doctors 
and neurologists discover or diagnose 
dementia,” Dreo added. He believes that 
the test could eliminate unnecessary doc-
tor visits and bring patients with actual 
problems to medical professionals.

“Dementia is more of a societal than a 
health problem, since the disease remains 
highly stigmatized,” said Štefanija Lukič 
Zlobec, the president of Spominčica, 
Slovenia’s Alzheimer’s association. She 
added that education and raising aware-
ness are necessary.

Experts believe that new drugs, like 
Aducanumab and Lecanemab that have 
been approved by the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration, are a step in the 
right direction.

Vogel ski resort planning 
major updates for 2024
vOGEL (StA) — The Vogel ski resort, 
situated just above Lake Bohinj, is plan-
ning an estimated EUR 8.5 million ($9.13 
million) of updates next year that will 
include construction of new panoramic 
cable car, as well as the addition of a bike 
park and an archaeological hiking trail.

Like many other ski resorts in Slo-
venia, last year Vogel applied to the 
Economy Ministry’s call for applications 
designed to help ski resorts become 
year-round destinations; a way to help 
resort operators offset the increasingly 
unprofitable winter seasons.

The new cable car will replace a 
40-year-old, two-seater operating in the 
area called Zadnji Vogel. The new car 
will be more environmentally friendly, 
faster, and more comfortable. “Boast-
ing beautiful views, the car will run 
throughout the year. It will also be able 
to transport bicycles,” a Vogel resort 
operations representative explained.

The company also intends to construct 
a bike park and a disc golf park, and ex-
pand the existing children’s playground. 
In addition, an Alpine archaeological 
hiking trail will be set up, offering digital 
information boards that will allow visi-
tors to experience how life used to be in 
the mountains.

The Vogel operating company is plan-
ning several other updates to replace the 
resort’s aging ski lifts; however, these 
plans will likely be delayed.

The summer and winter seasons at 
the Vogel resort have already become 
equal both in terms of revenue and 
number of visitors. Last year, both the 

winter and summer seasons were very 
profitable at Vogel, and the resort opera-
tor is expecting 2023 to be a similarly 
successful year.

Maribor third best 2023 
European destination
MARIBOR (StA) — In early Febru-
ary, Maribor was announced as the third 
best destination in Europe for 2023 in a 
poll conducted by European Best Des-
tinations, an organization promoting 
European tourism, in which over a half 
million travelers made selections among 
more than 400 destinations. The city was 
also named the best culinary destination 
in Europe.

Maribor was preceded only by War-
saw, which was named the best destina-
tion in Europe this year. Athens placed 
second in the ranking.

Over 68,800 people voted for Mari-
bor, surpassing the votes for Vienna, 
London, Copenhagen and Prague. In the 
culinary destination ranking, Maribor 
placed ahead of Rome, Porto [Portugal] 
and Paris, the Maribor tourism office 
announced.

The local tourism office in Maribor 
said an intensive media campaign would 
follow the selection, reaching outlets such 
as Forbes, Condé Nast Traveler, National 
Geographic, Corriere Viaggi, Yahoo and 
Geo. Maribor Mayor Saša Arsenovič said 
that the city’s success was the result of 
development of the entire region and 
the cooperation of key partners. “We’ve 
proven once again that we can hold our 
own against big cities,” he said.

Last year, when Ljubljana was named 
the best destination in Europe by Euro-
pean Best Destinations, the local tourism 
office said the ranking brought with it an 
exceptional promotional campaign worth 
over EUR 10 million ($10.65 million), 
and that more than 420 million people 
learned about Ljubljana as a leading 
travel destination.

A Slovenian town takes
rural development honor
LJuBNO OB SAvINJI (StA) — The 
municipality of Ljubno, a small town 
located some 40 kilometers (25 miles) 
northeast of Ljubljana, received a golden 
award at the European Competition for 
Rural Development and Village Re-
newal. Ljubno was one of 21 participating 
villages from 12 European countries.

“All those involved in the project are 
extremely proud to be able to present the 
excellent local and heartfelt stories and 
great ideas to the broader European rural 
community,” a post on the municipality’s 
website reads.

Themed “Building Bridges” and 
coordinated by the European As-
sociation for Rural Development and 
Village Renewal (ARGE), the overall 
winner of this year’s competition was 
the Austrian town of Stadtschlaining. 
However, ARGE recognized Ljubno by 
writing, “The way that Ljubno follows 
the principles of smart villages and 
sustainable development could inspire 
many a village in Europe.”

The post continues: “Ljubno is a 
traditional village that is at the same 
time oriented toward the future. The 
quality of life is very high. The village 
has its center where its character can be 
felt.” The post concludes by adding that 
“Ljubno has good connections within 
the municipality and with the world.”

Ljubno was selected to compete 
through a nomination process conduct-
ed by the Slovenian Rural Development 
Network. The other Slovenian applicant 
was Razkrižje in the northeast.

President wins national 
doubles bowling title
LJuBLJANA (StA) — Slovenian 
President Nataša Pirc Musar, long an avid 
bowler, won Slovenia’s national doubles 
bowling championship title with her 
doubles partner, Viktorija Krivolucka.

According to the Slovenian Bowling 
Federation, the pair narrowly won the 
title in the final match rolled on Feb. 19.

“My leisure time is my pleasure; 
bowling, in particular. I won the national 
title in doubles together with my partner 
today. I’m super happy!,” the president 
Tweeted. On Instagram, she added 
that the title came “despite not having 
practiced” because she no longer has 
time to train.
The articles comprising this feature have 
been reprinted with permission from the 
Slovenian Press Agency (STA).
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PRoSVEtA Crossword
College Basketball (#0423) by StatePoint Media

ACRoSS
1. Matt Damon/Ben Affleck
 1999 movie
6. *Top seed
9. *Player’s target
13. Earth Day month
14. State V.I.P.
15. ____ firma
16. Rationalistic theology
17. Former name of Tokyo
18. Formed a curve
19. *One-____-____ rule
21. *Last year’s NCAA men’s
  tournament winner
23. Lennon’s wife
24. E-mail command
25. Bug spray brand
28. “By ____ of” or
 “by means of”
30. Like certain floss
35. Life stories, for short
37. Gulf War missile
39. Dough
40. Tiny purse or case
41. Mandarin’s headquarters
43. Like an omelette
44. Jaunty rhythms
46. Derived from capable
47. Party in Maui
48. Trouser measurement
50. L in SNL
52. *Encouragement from coach

53. Foretell
55. Lt.’s subordinate
57. *J in NJCAA
60. *Gambling scheme
64. Dick Van Dyke’s 
 “____ ____ a happy Face”
65. Freudian topic
67. Kind of ray
68. Silly
69. Mudbath site
70. Artemis’ companion
71. Type of salmon
72. College entrance exam
73. Instagram videos

dowN
1. Bit of baby talk
2. Precedes sesame
3. Power system
4. Botch
5. Marcona nut
6. Curved molding
7. Endorsement
8. Call forth
9. Not his
10. Aquarium show star
11. Mine deposits
12. Water lily leaf
15. One behind the other
20. *Like crowd of fans?
22. “____ the crowd goes wild!”
24. Misstep

25. Obelus, pl.
26. Oddball’s attempt? (2 words)
27. *Each player gets 5
  before disqualification
29. *Org.
31. Witty Coward
32. Dress up or deck out
 (2 words)
33. Blue-Green scum
34. *Easiest shot?
36. Location
38. hero shop
42. Never say what?
45. Abduction of the 
 ____ Women, Roman myth
49. Farm call
51. Bewitch
54. One step to success?
56. Close call
57. Elliot Page’s 2007 role
58. home of Jazz
59. unacceptable, to a baby
60. Gravy holder
61. ACL location
62. Short for “and elsewhere”
63. Small amounts
64. Selfie, e.g.
66. *Qualifying ____,
  eligibility criterion

the solution to puzzle #0423 will 
run in the may 1 issue. © StatePoint Media

SNPJ Slovene Federation slates April meeting date
by ShARON uJCICh (665)

Federation Secretary

PIttSBuRGh — Here in 
Western Pennsylvania, we’re 
thinking spring and planning 
for the next Slovene Federation 
meeting. The date is Sunday, 
April 23, starting at 2 p.m. via 
Zoom.

As we venture into a new 

year of activities, the Fed-
eration committee is looking 
forward to seeing many in 
attendance at this spring meet-
ing. Notices have been sent to 
all affiliated Lodge secretaries 
inviting their representative to 
attend.

This mode has worked well 
in the past, allowing Lodge rep-

resentatives to attend without 
the need to travel. We would 
like you to join us and share 
ideas for Federation events as 
well as local Lodge activities. 
Let’s have a good turnout for 
this spring meeting!

At our annual meeting in 
January, the following were 
elected as officers: President 

Ken Vogrig, Vice President 
Amy Moore, Secretary Sharon 
Ujcich, Recording Secretary 
Judy Krivacek, Treasurer 
Cheryl Vogrig, and auditors 
Bob Pintar, Allison Holmes 
and Joann Lavrich.

Happy spring, and a blessed 
Easter to everyone in the SNPJ 
and Slovenian community!

Let’s not 
forget the 

Easter Bunny!
by MARTy KuMER

Lodge 715

uNIvERSAL, Pa. — We’re all familiar 
with the true meaning – and the glory – of 
Easter; the story of Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrection.

Another joy of Easter is the Easter 
Bunny. I still remember the anticipation, 
as a youth, of receiving a basket from 
the Easter Bunny filled with candy and 

colored eggs as we celebrated on Easter 
morning with children all over the world. 
Not exactly a religious experience, but 
maybe the cause of a tummy ache from 
eating too much chocolate.

Years later, when I was living in West 
Chester, Pa., one of our neighbors dressed 
in a rabbit costume would come to our 
door on Easter with candy for our children. 
My son Seph was so enthralled by his 
kind visit that some years later, when we 
moved to Monroeville, Pa., he urged me 
to rent him a rabbit costume so he could 
return the favor to the kids in our new 
neighborhood.

Fellow SNPJ members may believe (or 
not) in the religious aspect of Easter, but 
all children believe in the Easter Bunny at 
some time or other in their lives. It’s the 
same with Santa Claus at Christmastime.

But alas, dare we say these are just 
mythical characters? What makes them 
not the same as some of our deceptive 
politicians?

Well, it’s because the spirit of the 
Easter Bunny and Santa Claus is real. It 
is the spirit of giving and goodness and 
wonder that is real; not a thirst for power 
and selfishness that some lie for.

Our Slovenian heritage includes many 
Easter and Christmas traditions that tran-
scend the ordinary. Let’s keep these alive 
in our homes, in our families.

And when the Easter Bunny knocks on 
your door, you might welcome him with 
a shot of slivo and a chunk of potica – it’s 
the least you can do for a purveyor of 
goodies and joy.

Happy Easter! Glorious Easter! How 
do you say it in Slovenian?

Club, hall renovations
at Imperial Lodge 106

by JOhN TuITE
Lodge 106

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Hello 
from Imperial SNPJ Lodge 
106. It’s been quite a while 
since we’ve shared any news, 
and we wanted to bring ev-
eryone up to date on what’s 
been happening at our club.

We have opened our 
kitchen and are getting 
great reviews of the food 
quality and service. Geno, 
Richard and the team from 
R&G Smokehouse are open 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays from 4 to 8 p.m. Their 
menu revolves around great 
beef brisket, pulled pork, 
and unbelievable sausage 
sandwiches. Their Lenten 
specials, in my opinion, are 
the best fish sandwiches in 
the entire area. Please come 
out and support our new 
kitchen team.

The kitchen has been 
completely revamped with 
new f looring, new ovens 
and fryers, paint, etc. Bobby 
Chauvet, our new Board pres-
ident, orchestrated the project 
with the help of member Erin 

McLean to accomplish these 
amazing upgrades. Stop by 
and take a look at the room.

Upcoming events at the 
Lodge 106 Club include bar 
bingo on the first and third 
Thursdays of the month. 
Early bird games start at 6:30 
p.m.; regular bingo starts at 
7. Bring along your family 
and friends to compete for 
big money.

In the Lodge 106 Imperial 
Room, Dancing Queen will 
be performing on Friday, 
April 21, starting at 8 p.m. 
The Timothy Earl Band will 
be performing in the Impe-
rial Room on Saturday, May 
13, at 8 p.m.

Renovations are currently 
underway on the Impe-
rial Room. President Bobby 
Chauvet and a team of work-
ers are upgrading the back 
bar, replacing the ceiling 
and flooring, adding a new 
door and windows to the 
wall facing the SNPJ Head-
quarters building, as well 
as constructing a new patio 
gazebo and re-designing the 
banquet entrance roof.

EU Open House, Heritage Weekend and Slovenefest 
highlight the upcoming SNPJ Heritage Center season

hERItAGE CENtER SEASoN
FROM PAGE 1 

Box Club for five hours of music, from 1 
to 6 p.m. Although this is a free-admission 
dance, we will be asking for monetary 
donations and holding a 50/50 drawing 
to help defray some of the expenses. In 
addition, items from the Heritage Center 
Gift Shop will be available for purchase 
during the dance.

Additional events to mark on your 
calendar are two outstanding festivals: 
the Simply Slavic Festival in Youngstown, 

Ohio, on June 16-17; and Slovenefest at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center the weekend 
of July 7-9.

For the Simply Slavic Festival, several 
committee members will have the Slove-
nian traveling museum on display, along 
with items for purchase in the Marketplace.

This year marks the 40th anniversary 
of Slovenefest, and the highlight of this 
festival is a group from Slovenia perform-
ing the songs and dances of our ancestors 
in the Heritage Pavilion – you won’t want 
to miss it! 

The Heritage Center will also host 
the popular “Closer Look at Slovenia” 
program in the patio tent throughout the 
afternoon on Saturday and Sunday during 
Slovenefest. We hope to have our present-
ers lined up by June so the program can be 
published in PROSVETA. The Slovene-
fest entertainment schedule is complete 
and is posted on the Slovenefest website.

We need you to attend Slovenefest to 
guarantee the future of this event. Tell your 
family and friends about Slovenefest and 
what great fun it is!

by JOE VALENCIC (5)
Cleveland-Style Polka hall of Fame

cLEvELANd — Join the 
squeezebox celebration at 
the 39th annual Super Button 
Box Bash on Sunday, April 
16. Dance to the sounds of 
60 accordions on two stages, 
plus jam sessions throughout 
the day.

The American Croatian 
Lodge in Eastlake, Ohio, be-
comes Polkatown USA just 
for the occasion, from 1 to 6 
p.m. Your host is the National 
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall 
of Fame, America’s polka 
museum.

Thrill to the grandest festi-
val of button accordion music 
in North America. Bring your 
own box and play along. Indulge 
in nationality treats, such as 
smoked Slovenian sausage, 

savory roast beef and strudel.  
Pick up a souvenir T-shirt, 
sweatshirt, babushka or polka 
CD at the Polka Hall of Fame 
pop-up shop.

Button box groups and art-
ists will appear on the main 
stage, plus polka jamming 
alongside. Featured performers 
to date include Patty C and the 
Guys, The Fairport Jammers, 
Kathy Hlad, Ron Likovic, 
Frank and Darryl Valencic – 
plus more to come.

The diatonic accordion, 
also known as the button box, 
is a traditional instrument in 
Slovenian folk music and has 
attracted nationwide popular-
ity in the U.S. and Canada. 
The button box operates like 
a harmonica with bellows. A 
button-operated note changes 
depending on if the bellows are 

pulled in or out. Most players 
learn by ear.

The American Croatian 
Lodge is located at 34900 
Lakeshore Boulevard in East-
lake, Ohio, just west of Route 
91 (SOM Center Road).

Admission is $15 at the door; 
save $3 when you buy an ad-
vance ticket for $12. Guests 18 
and under admitted free. Din-
ners, sandwiches, side dishes, 
desserts and beverages will be 
available for purchase. 

Order tickets from the Polka 
Hall of Fame, 605 E. 222nd St., 
Euclid, OH 44123. 

The Polka Hall of Fame is 
open Wednesdays and Satur-
days, 11 a.m. until 4 p.m. For 
more information, contact the 
Polka Hall Fame by phone 
at (216) 261-3263 or e-mail 
PolkaShop@aol.com.

Hosted by the Polka Hall of Fame, Super Button Box Bash marks its 39th year

Musicians are 
welcome to 
participate in 
the 39th annual 
Super Button 
Box Bash on 
Sunday, April 
16, hosted by 
the National 
Cleveland-
Style Polka 
hall of Fame at 
the American 
Croatian Lodge 
in Eastlake, 
Ohio.

SNPJ offers Roth IRAs in 
addition to our regular IRAs 
and annuities to help build 
a safe financial future for 

you and your family. We’ve 
helped build secure futures 
for our members for more 

than a century. Phone 
1-800-843-7675 and we’ll 
be happy to help you too!

money... and it’s up to you whether 
you pay now or pay later.

uncle Sam wants your 
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Important figures to consider...

29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

1-800-843-7675

!
If your coverage is over 5 years old,

contact SNPJ for a policy review.

2023 miss SNPJ Pageant
Official Entry Form

Entrants must be between the ages of 18-28 by July 7, 2023,
and an SNPJ member in good standing for at least three months.

NAME ____________________________________________

ADDRESS _________________________________________

CITy/STATE/zIP ____________________________________

PhONE  (          )  ____________________________________

E-MAIL ____________________________________________

DATE OF BIRTh ____________________________________

SNPJ LODGE NuMBER ______________________________

PARENTS’ NAMES
__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

GRANDPARENTS’ NAMES
__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

I will compete in the Miss SNPJ talent competition
 yES NO

Type of talent  _____________________________
(NOTE: Talent is not necessarily proficiency on a musical instrument 
or singing ability. Creativity is encouraged. Everybody has a talent.)

ENtRIES ACCEPtEd BY E-mAIl oNlY
E-mail the completed entry form, along with a clear, 
color photo, to the Miss SNPJ Pageant Commission

missSNPJlegacy@gmail.com
In your e-mail, please describe any school honors 

you have received, and any organizations, clubs and 
activities you are/were involved with. Be sure to include 

specific SNPJ Lodge, youth Circle or Federation activities.
Pageant Entry deadline: June 7, 2023

For more information contact Pageant Director 
Courtney Koenig by phoning 724-825-8180

Report of the Secretary for the period oct. 1 through dec. 31, 2021
Purchases:
trade date Security description Coupon Par Value  Cost maturity date
10/22/2021 AerCap Ireland Capital 3.850% 275,000 280,580 10/29/2041
11/9/2021 Aptiv PLC 3.100% 355,000 347,240 12/1/2051
11/2/2021 Beth Israel Lahey 3.080% 190,000 190,000 7/1/2031
10/13/2021 EPR Properties 3.600% 20,000 20,018 11/15/2031
10/13/2021 EPR Properties 3.600% 90,000 89,257 11/15/2031
10/13/2021 EPR Properties 3.600% 20,000 20,016 11/15/2031
11/29/2021 KLA-Tencor Corp 5.650% 325,000 415,149 11/1/2034
12/1/2021 KKR Grp Fin Co 3.250% 355,000 353,850 12/15/2051
10/21/2021 Banner Health AZ 2.907% 240,000 240,000 1/1/2042
10/7/2021 Central TX Mobility 3.267% 305,000 305,000 1/1/2045
10/26/2021 Sanford Health 3.796% 380,000 420,789 11/1/2044
10/29/2021 Vanderbilt Univ Med Center 3.235% 200,000 200,000 7/1/2052
10/6/2021 Riverside CA Toll 3.077% 110,000 110,000 6/1/2035
11/17/2021 DEP 2021-1- A3 2.799% 476,000 475,989 7/1/2041

Sales or Full Calls:
disposal date Security description Coupon Par Value Consideration maturity date
10/1/2021 Texas State 5.016% 700,000 700,000 10/1/2030

RoBERt J. lAwRENCE
Secretary, Finance Committee

The teleconference meeting was called to order 
at 2:46 p.m. by Chairman Clifford with Brothers 
Anderson, Hervol, Evanish and Lawrence in 
attendance.
A motion was made by Bro. Hervol, seconded 
by Bro. Evanish, to approve the minutes of 
the Nov. 4, 2021, meeting. Motion approved.
A motion was made by Bro. Hervol, seconded 
by Bro. Evanish, to approve the secretary’s 
(National Treasurer’s) report of bond purchases 
and disposals for the fourth quarter 2021. Mo-
tion approved.

Reviewed the portfolio and transactions for 
the period.
Joined by phone conference at 3 p.m. with 
Wellington Management Company representa-
tives Courtney Madden, Liz Kleinerman and 
Abigail Clare.
Discussion and questions on capital markets 
review by Liz Kleinerman.
The committee reviewed portfolio perfor-
mance, outlook and strategy, and compliance 
issues.

The committee thanked the Wellington repre-
sentatives for the presentation and ended the 
phone conference at 3:43 p.m.
Discussion on Lodge mortgage payments. 
Agreed to continue the current repayment 
policy.
Motion to adjourn at 3:55 p.m. by Bro. Anderson, 
seconded by Bro. Evanish. Motion approved.
The next meeting will be scheduled.

minutes of the Finance Committee meeting
Teleconference meeting held Jan. 27, 2022

RoGER C. ClIFFoRd
Chairman

RoBERt J. lAwRENCE
Secretary

2023 SNPJ winter Classic Bowling tournament Results
Tournament rolled Feb. 17-19, co-hosted by SNPJ Lodges 6 and 138
men’s doubles Event   
team lodge Score Prize
*V. Paris Jr./V. Paris III 138 1,497 $200
**E. Valencic/J. Cadez 138 1,452 $200
T. Zupancic/S. Padgelek 6 1,450 $150
T. Taylor/J. Grabiak 138 1,446 $110
A. Butka/L. Butka 138 1,439 $84
J. Salizzoni/R. Miller 6 1,435 $70
J. Barthurst/A.J. Phillips 6 1,405 $66
J.P. Bevec/J.R. Martino 138 1,402 $62
D. Fetcko/B. Lawrence Jr. 138 1,395 $58
K. Vogrig/D. Pounds 138 1,383 $54
Je. Watson/Jo. Watson 34 1,377 $50
J. Likavec/S. Shuba 6 1,358 $46
N. Bible/R. Hileman 6 1,334 $42
J. Cummings/P. Cummings 6 1,326 $38

men’s Singles Event   
Name lodge Score Prize
*J. Grabiak 138 759 $124
**V. Paris III 138 826 $124
J. Cummings 6 786 $90
G. Marshman 138 746 $75
E. Lorenzato 6 737 $70
D. Pounds 138 735 $65
S. Morgan 138 734 $60
R. Miller 6 733 $56
J.R. Martino 138 728 $52
A. Sinclair 6 727 $50
E. Valencic 138 714 $46
J. Rennie 6 711 $42
G. Gottschalk 6 707 $38

F. Visnikar 6 706 $36
G. Supinsky 6 700 $33
V. Paris Jr. 138 700 $33
R. Curtis 6 696 $30
N. Shields 138 693 $28
L. Teyssier 6 688 $25
Jo. Watson 34 688 $25
R. Ward 138 687 $22
T. Taylor 138 684 $20
B. Lawrence Jr. 138 684 $20
B. Barton 138 683 $18
S. Shuba 6 675 $17
C. Wolff 6 673 $16
A. Butka 138 672 $15

men’s team Event   
team lodge Score Prize
*Tom’s Team 138 2,497 $208
**Frightened Turtles 6 2,793 $208
Weiners 6 2,734 $168
Martay’s Partay 6 2,621 $128
Team 106-A 106 2,585 $104
Team 34/138 34/138 2,508 $88
Ed’s Team 6 2,466 $80
AJ’s Team 6 2,411 $76
Jesse’s Team 138 2,391 $72
Denny’s Team 6 2,379 $68

men’s All-Events   
Name lodge Score Prize
*J.R. Martino 138 2,104 $62

**J. Cummings 6 2,129 $62
R. Miller 6 2,108 $52
P. Cummings 6 2,097 $42
F. Visnikar 6 2,088 $34
T. Taylor 138 2,085 $28
Jo. Watson 34 2,070 $24
J. Cadez 138 2,053 $20
R. Curtis 6 2,051 $16

women’s doubles Event   
team lodge Score Prize
*C. Puskarich/T. Maye 138 1,162 $140
**M. Wolff/B. Oswald 6 1,257 $140
A. Mavrich/K. Green 138 1,246 $100
R. Pelino/M. Cummings 6 1,219 $80
C. Loutitt/D. Supinsky 6 1,213 $66
D. Brand/D. Bible 6 1,206 $60
B. Snow/S. Lorenzato 6/158 1,198 $54
M. Wagner/C. Bruno 138 1,193 $50

women’s Singles Event   
Name lodge Score Prize
*C. Puskarich 138 561 $90
**C. Fisher 138 670 $90
L. Downs 138 639 $70
Sh. Gabriel 138 625 $60
J. McNurlen 138 619 $55
A. Mavrich 138 617 $50

N. Simonelli 138 615 $44
D. Brand 6 614 $40
C. Boyer 138 613 $36
B. Oswald 6 610 $32
S. Krulce 138 605 $28
D. LeRoy 6 602 $26
J. Nakoneczny 138 601 $25
D. Supinsky 6 597 $23
P. Smith 6 594 $21

women’s team Event   
team lodge Score Prize
*Don’t Give a Split 138 2,210 $168
**Rachel’s Team 138 2,429 $168
Shut Up & Suck It 138 2,423 $120
Queen Sisters 6/138 2,408 $104
Pin Pals 6/138/158 2,368 $84
Rock ’n Bowl 138 2,350 $76

women’s All-Events   
Name lodge Score Prize
*C. Puskarich 138 1,789 $46
**C. Fisher 138 1,913 $46
D. Brand 6 1,866 $41
B. Snow 6 1,856 $36
A. Mavrich 138 1,855 $31

*Indicates Actual Champion
**Indicates handicap Champion

Name lodge Score Prize Name lodge Score Prize Name lodge Score Prize

Rec Center Cabin Renovation donations
for the month of February 2023
Joe & Jennifer Cvetas (782), 
Huntington Beach, Calif. ............................... $100
In memory of Josephine Bole

Joe & Jennifer Cvetas (782), 
Huntington Beach, Calif. ............................... $100
In memory of James L. Curl
Jamie & Patti Evanish (715), Oakdale, Pa. .... $50
In memory of James L. Curl

Jamie & Patti Evanish (715), Oakdale, Pa. .... $50
In memory of Janean Baselj

Jamie & Patti Evanish (715), Oakdale, Pa. .... $50
In memory of Eric Kumer

by JOSEPh C. EVANISh
SNPJ National President/CEO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — For many years, 
SNPJ members have enjoyed the 
unique and truly remarkable facility 
that is the SNPJ Recreation Center. The 
experiences and countless memories 
that have been made there are treasured 
by thousands. The Recreation Center 
is now more than 50 years old and, as 
with so many things, time, along with 
wear and tear, have taken their toll.

The large upper cabins, situated 
opposite the lake along Martin Road, 
are some of the first structures that 
were built on the property. Cabins #1 
and #2 have already been completed. 
The budgeted cost to complete one 
cabin was $28,000. There are a total 
of 24 large cabins and 12 motel units 
as part of this project. It will take a 
significant amount of capital to finish 
this project, and will likely take years 
to complete. The more donations we 
receive, the quicker we can complete 
the project. Since this is not a cultural 
or educational (scholarship) cause, but 

rather, recreational in nature, contribu-
tions are not considered tax deductible. 

We encourage Lodges, Fed-
erations, members, friends and other 
organizations to contribute. Several 
have already contributed. While we 
do offer “Club Level” recognition, all 
donations will be listed in PrOSvEta.

Donors at the following Club Lev-
els will receive  their name on a plaque 
inside the corresponding cabin: Bronze 
Level, $1,000; Silver Level, $5,000; 
Gold Level, $10,000; and Platinum 
Level, $25,000.

Donation checks can be made 
payable to “SNPJ.” Please indicate 
“Cabin Renovation” in the memo area. 
Provide your name and address, and 
the acknowledgment name and address 
if the donation is made in memory of 
someone. 

Send your donation to Slovene 
National Benefit Society, 247 West 
Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126. 
All donations are greatly appreci-
ated. Thank you in advance for your 
support!

Support the Rec Center Cabin Renovation Project
Before

After

SNPJ region 1 appreciation 
dance offers free admission
REGIoN 1 APPRECIAtIoN

FROM PAGE 1 
split evenly among the par-
ticipating Lodges.

If your Lodge would like 
to bring something to pres-
ent and/or sell, please let me 
know and we will ensure that 
you have space to do so.

Again, admission to the 
dance is FREE. My fraternal 
gratitude and thanks to the 
Yukon Slovenian Hall and 

SNPJ Lodge 729 for their 
help with the use of their hall.

Please help get the word 
out – the more participants, 
the better! It will be won-
derful to fill the Yukon 
Slovenian Hall with SNPJ 
fraternalism! Your help is 
appreciated. 

Please call or text me at 
(724) 553-6873, or e-mail 
maury@zoominternet.net 
with any questions.
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PRoSVEtA Crossword
ANNuAL TRADITIONS (#0323) solution

In loving memory of our beloved mother, 
grandmother and great-grandmother

It has been 21 years since you left us...

Mary Lipovec GLad
February 12, 1904 - April 21, 2002

Sadly missed by her family
Mary Lou vidergar;

Frank, Gretchen, anna & Ivan;
and Lisa, Keith & Mia.

*     *     *

in LovinG MeMory
of our dear brother and friend

Tony (“Sonny”) Kren

Girard, Ohio, Lodge 643

We Miss You

June 14, 1940 — April 11, 2011

Sis. Mary Rydzak
• Lodge 138 •

StRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the Dec. 26, 2022, 
passing of Sis. Mary “Mitzi” 
Rydzak, 95, of Washington, 
Pa., in Townview Health and 
Rehabilitation Center, Can-
onsburg, Pa.

Sis. Rydzak was born July 
24, 1927, in Washington, a 
daughter of the late John and 
Louise Solomon.

A 77-year SNPJ member, 
she was a lifelong member of 
St. Hilary Church in Wash-
ington and a member of the 
Christian Mothers at the 
church.

She enjoyed playing dart-
ball, having played for the 
Pulaski Club team for many 
years.

On Feb. 27, 1949, in St. Hil-
ary Church, she married Peter 
“Paul” Rydzak who passed 
away Feb. 2, 2007.

Surviving are a daughter, 
Joanne (Al) Buckel, and a 
son, Paul J. (Tina) Rydzak, 
both of Houston, Pa.; four 
grandchildren and nine great-
grandchildren. In addition to 
her parents and her husband, 
she was preceded in death by 
a sister, Katy Macre; and a 
brother, John Solomon.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Ryd-
zak on Dec. 30 in St. Hilary 
Church. Interment followed 
in Queen of Heaven Cemetery, 
McMurray, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our condolences to Sis. 
Rydzak’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. Donald J. Smerdel Jr.
• Lodge 138 •

StRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the Jan. 25, 2023, pass-
ing of Bro. Donald Jacob 
Smerdel Jr., 62, of Houston, 
Pa., in his home. 

Bro. Smerdel was born Sept. 
18, 1961, in Canonsburg, Pa., a 
son of the late Donald J. “Pepsi” 
Smerdel Sr., who passed away 
Aug. 8, 2017, and Elizabeth 
Ragona Smerdel, who passed 
away Sept. 1, 1997.

Don lived his entire life in 
Houston. He was a graduate 
of Chartiers Houston High 
School, class of 1979, and had 
been employed with Giant 
Eagle in Peters Twp., Pa., for 
36 years.

A 43-year SNPJ Lodge 138 
member, he was also a member 
of St. Patrick Church, St. Oscar 
Romero Parish, Canonsburg.

Left behind to cherish his 

memory are his brother, Scot 
Alan “Scooter” Smerdel and 
wife Diane of Houston; and two 
nieces, Megan and Madison 
Smerdel.

A Catholic Blessing Service 
for Bro. Smerdel was held 
Jan. 30 at Salandra Funeral 
and Cremation Services, Inc., 
Canonsburg.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Bro. 
Smerdel’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Gloria E. Kern
• Lodge 138 •

StRABANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the Feb. 10, 2023, pass-
ing of Sis. Gloria E. Kern, 97, 
of Strabane in Evergreen As-
sisted Living, Washington, Pa. 
She was a 71-year SNPJ Lodge 
138 member.

Sis. Kern was born Dec. 
5, 1925, in Large, Pa., the 
daughter of the late Frank and 
Margaret Davis Slapnican.

She graduated from Clairton 
High School in 1944, attended 
the Pittsburgh Aeronautics In-
stitute, and received her private 
pilots license in 1947.

On Jan. 5, 1950, she mar-
ried the late Joseph Kern, with 
whom she enjoyed over 49 
years of marriage.

Gloria enjoyed cooking, 
reading, and polka dancing. 
One of Gloria’s proudest ac-
complishments was in October 
2016, at the age of 91, getting 
back into a Piper Cub airplane 
and flying around the Pitts-
burgh area.

She is survived by her son, 
Gregory (Lori) Kern of Stra-
bane; her daughter, Jamie (Ed-
ward) Gregorczyk of Strabane; 
her granddaughter, Katelyn 
(Donnie) Klauss of Cecil, Pa.; 
and a great-granddaughter, 
Harper Klauss.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our condolences to Sis. 
Kern’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Margaret M. Ward
• Lodge 106 •

SNPJ Home Office (retired)
IMPERIAL, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 106 sadly 
report the Feb. 14, 2023, pass-
ing of Sis. Margaret “Betty” 
E. (Martindill) Ward, 90, of 
Imperial, North Fayette Twp., 
at Magee-Womens Hospital, 
Pittsburgh. 

Sis. Ward was born June 
28, 1932, a daughter of the late 
George and Margaret (Lynch) 

Sis. MARGARET M. WARD (106)

Martindill. 
She was the beloved wife 

of the late Robert P. Ward; 
loving mother of Nancy (the 
late David) Morris, Patty 
(Jim) Radant, Ruth Ann (Tom) 
Keller, Robert Ward, Janet 
(Mike) Gervas, Alan Ward, 
and the late Margaret “Peggy” 
Ward; and sister of Carol 
Biearman, Joseph Martindill, 
Lynn Gerard, and the late Lois 
Bates and Ruth Ann Redman. 
Betty was blessed with 13 

grandchildren and nine great-
grandchildren.

Betty retired from the SNPJ 
Home Office where she was 
employed as the bookkeeper 
for 13 years. She is fondly re-
membered and sadly missed by 
her many friends on the Home 
Office staff.

In addition to her SNPJ 
membership, she was also 
a member of the McDonald 
Methodist Church in No-
blestown and the Miss Fits 
Bowling League.

Services for Sis. Ward were 
held Feb. 18 at Herrick Com-
passionate Funeral Service, 
PC, Imperial.

The family suggests memo-
rial donations to the National 
Kidney Foundation, 3109 
Forbes Ave., Suite 101, Pitts-
burgh, PA 15213-3000; online 
at www.kidneyall.org.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 106 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Ward’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Looking for information on your SNPJ 
life insurance and annuity policies? 
Pay a visit to snpj.org, click the 
“PolicyView login” link, and then 
follow the step-by-step instructions.

at your fingertips
information KAREN A. PINtAR

National Secretary/COO

dEAthS REPoRtEd
For the month of February 2023
   dAtE oF
lodGE NAmE dEAth CItY, StAtE
 A01 Eunice B. Grohoski 11-27-2022 Carnegie, Pa.
 1 Josephine A. Pastor 12-08-2022 Rockford, Ill.
 3 Dolores F. Ortiz 05-27-2022 Cumberland, Md.
 5 Helen A. Johnson 11-17-2022 Willoughby, Ohio
 6 Robert J. Deklewa 09-29-2019 Bridgeville, Pa.
 6 Marlene Danilo 08-30-2022 Bridgeville, Pa.
 6 Patricia L. Urbanic 12-09-2022 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 6 Agnes M. Czarnecki 12-29-2022 McKees Rocks, Pa.
 8 Diane M. Raymond 12-17-2022 Madison, Miss.
	 31	 Goldie	M.	Adams	 11-10-2021	 Sheffield,	Pa.
 31 David C. Germadnik 11-19-2022 Greensburg, Pa.
 31 Thomas C. Greggs 11-30-2022 Stoneboro, Pa.
 31 Peter M. Hamder 12-27-2022 Hermitage, Pa.
 34 Justine Eresh 01-16-2023 St. Louis, Mo.
 87 Amy L. Bainbridge 10-24-2015 Anchorage, Alaska
	 89	 Frank	J.	Urbanic	 10-13-2022	 Chesterfield,	Va.
 89 Catherine M. Metrovich 12-28-2022 McDonald, Pa.
 106 Donald E. Perko 09-01-2020 Bridgeville, Pa.
 106 John A. Cherin Jr. 10-28-2022 Grand Junction, Colo.
 106 Ann L. Hyatt 11-17-2022 Tucson, Ariz.
 106 Catherine Colussy 12-14-2022 Cape Coral, Fla.
 106 Darlene L. Yecko 02-02-2023 Coraopolis, Pa.
 113 Mark P. Minetti 09-21-2018 Phoenix, Ariz.
 126 Jeanette M. Penko 09-04-2022 Madison, Ohio
 138 Frank E. Guzel 10-15-2022 Canonsburg, Pa.
 138 Bertha M. Morris 12-10-2022 Canonsburg, Pa.
 138 Bernard L. Sivavec 11-23-2022 McMurray, Pa.
 138 Mary Rydzak 12-26-2022 Houston, Pa.
 138 Virginia A Durbin 12-01-2022 St. Louis, Mo.
 138 Joyce E. Arnold 01-13-2023 Canonsburg, Pa.
 138 Wayne C. Demshar 11-08-2022 Kingfield, Maine
 142 Doris J. Cottage 12-17-2022 Perry, Ohio
 142 Marion N. Steffy 01-16-2023 Chicago, Ill.
 158 Rosemary Semenchuk 11-11-2022 Euclid, Ohio
 158 Anton L. Moze 04-25-2022 Cleveland, Ohio
 158 Victoria A. Vlah 03-30-2022 Chesterland, Ohio
 218 Margaret Russell 05-28-2022 Pueblo West, Colo.
 218 Louis A. Martinez 12-05-2022 Bloomfield, N.M.
 223 Audrey J. Bewsher 08-12-2022 Greensburg, Pa.
 225 Treva Nichols 12-15-2022 Wichita, Kan.
 265 Charles A. Dinardo 12-17-2022 Stafford, Va.
 277 Jennie Jackson 01-08-2023 Salem, Ohio
 559 Hildegard E. Romberger 01-13-2023 Mundelein, Ill.
 564 Paul A. Osmak 12-17-2022 Calumet, Mich.
 584 Roger J. Russ 12-29-2022 Pembine, Wis.
 584 Wameng Vang 01-27-2023 Minneapolis, Minn.
 603 Joyce E. Peterson 11-02-2022 Safety Harbor, Fla.
 603 Willard C. Dillon 04-09-2020 Edgewater, Fla.
 604 Elizabeth Salyan 12-14-2022 Winter Haven, Fla.
 604 Devin W. Jazbec 10-24-2022 Bratenahl, Ohio
 614 Kathryn R. Klasek 12-22-2022 Brunswick, Ohio
 629 Marjorie G. Estocsin 12-17-2022 Trafford, Pa.
 715 Max G. Kumer Jr. 03-05-2020 Verona, Pa.
 715 C. Reed Trimble 11-21-2022 Meadville, Pa.
 715 Kathryn J. Rusnock 12-29-2022 Greensburg, Pa.
 715 Gary L. Hill 12-19-2022 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 715 Eric J. Kumer 01-24-2023 Turtle Creek, Pa.
 715 Alfred J. Liberato 10-22-2022 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 715 David P. Meyers Sr. 01-03-2023 Murrysville, Pa.
 729 Dolores A. Burkholder 06-20-2022 Arona, Pa.
 729 H. Darlene Fahey 05-13-2021 Las Vegas, Nev.
 749 Charles R. Beam 12-16-2022 Johnstown, Pa.
 749 Mary A. Potts 08-28-2022 Charlottesville, Va.
 749 Sylvia L. Latchney 01-06-2023 Johnstown, Pa.
 776 Irlene M. Zarlingo 12-24-2022 New Castle, Pa.
 782 John D. Jura 10-29-2021 Finleyville, Pa.

This keepsake Slovenian 
cookbook, published in English, is 
available for purchase through the 
SNPJ Slovenian heritage Center

$3700 each
includes postage

Name __________________________________________
Address ________________________________________
City/State/zip ____________________________________
Email __________________________________________
Phone ____________________  Number of copies _____

Return completed order form with full payment to:
SNPJ heritage Center • 270 martin Road • Enon Valley, PA  16120

slovenia

Make check or money order payable to SNPJ heritage Center
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by JEANNETTE huMPhREy
Lodge 603

SAMSuLA, fla. — SNPJ 
Lodge 603 in beautiful down-
town Samsula held a March 
6 business meeting following 
a covered dish dinner. Lodge 
President Connie Massey pro-
vided the main dish and several 
sides, and members brought 
dishes to share.

A letter of congratulations 
from SNPJ National President 
Joseph C. Evanish to 50-year 
Lodge members recognized 
Deborah “Shane” Clements 
and Stephen Ograyensek; 
they received their award cer-
tificates in the mail. President 
Evanish also sent a congratu-
latory letter to our Lodge for 
participating in the SNPJ 
Lodge Bonus Program. Ruth 
and Barbara Benedict donated 
the $400 check to our building 
and scholarship funds.

Members Shane Miller 
and Noah Slucher have been 
selected to attend the SNPJ 
Young Adult Conference the 
weekend of June 16-18 at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center in the 
Borough of SNPJ, Pa.

Ruth Benedict gave a report 

on Florida SNPJ Days held 
Feb. 24-25 at our Lodge hall. 
Thaks was extended to all who 
generously donated money 
and time.

Our strudel and cabbage 
roll sessions were held Feb. 
11 with a good turnout. Ruth 
and her daughter Ashley do-
nated beverages for the crews 
working in the kitchen, and 
Jane Hafner was thanked for 
making a breakfast casserole 
for the workers to enjoy, along 
with a variety of fruits and 
beverages.

The weekend entertainment 
featured the music of the Frank 
Moravcik Band from Ohio. 
Frank will also be the featured 
performer for our next Florida 
SNPJ Days/Polka Festival, 
scheduled Feb. 23-24, 2024. 
You now know the dates, so 
plan ahead to attend.

Our Lodge was so excited 
to have our new SNPJ Regional 
Vice President, Tina Rigler, 
and her husband Vince attend 
the festival. SNPJ National 
Secretary Karen Pintar was in 
attendance. Karen delivered a 
talk on our Society, announc-
ing that members from SNPJ 

Lodges 6, 8, 106, 138, 158, 
449, 564, 603, 643 and 782 
were also in attendance.

Karen also presented sev-
eral monetary awards to our 
Lodge for hosting a cultural 
program and for enrolling 16 
new members this past year.  
These checks will be added to 
our Lodge treasury.

We consider Karen and 
her husband Ken as adopted 
members of our community 
since they have attended our 
festivals for so many years. 

It was even more exciting to 
have Miss SNPJ 2023 Madison 
Sinan attend our festival this 
year. Madison is a member of 
SNPJ Lodge 782 in Glenshaw, 
Pa. Her parents, Kathleen and 
Maurice Sinan, accompanied 
Madison on her visit.

The SNPJ Home Office sent 
items that were handed out at 
the door during the festival. 
We thank Jeane Novotny for 
providing the Slovenian potica, 
bread and orange juice served 
at the entrance.

Our Lodge appreciates 
the many monetary gifts we 
received, and we thank ev-
eryone who attended Florida 

SNPJ Days.
Audit Committee members 

John Tesauro, Jeane Novotny 
and Jeannette Humphrey re-
ported that the Lodge books 
were audited and all found to 
be in good order.

The Lodge 603 Hall will be 
sporting a new roof soon. The 
funds received from the sale 
of the former Slovene Hall in 
Fontana, Calif., will help pay 
the deductible on the insur-
ance claims from Hurricanes 
Ian and Nicole that damaged 
the roof.

Currently, our Lodge is 
seeking additional volunteers. 
At present, our Easter Sunday 
dinner and egg hunt has been 
canceled.

Several Volusia County 
officials visited two local 
Samsula farms in March, the 
Benedict and Tomazin farms, 
both of which are in full op-
eration following the recent 
hurricanes and freezes.

Our next covered dish 
dinner and business meeting 
is planned Monday, April 3, 
starting at 6:30 p.m. Until next 
time, keep supporting our great 
fraternal, the SNPJ!

Samsula Lodge 603 members get back to business
after hosting the annual Fla. SNPJ Days celebration

Samsula Lodge 603 President CoNNIE mASSEY presented 
Miss SNPJ 2023 mAdISoN SINAN with several gifts from 
the Lodge during Florida SNPJ Days in February.

Samsula Lodge 603 welcomed many SNPJ members and 
guests from the north to their Florida SNPJ Days celebration.

by CAROL MARuSzAK 
Lodge 142 Recording Secretary

cLEvELANd —  SNPJ 
Lodge 142 and Youth Circle 
94 hosted a Family Bowling 
Outing on March 11 at Wick-
liffe Lanes. The participants 
enjoyed pizza and snacks while 
they showed off their kegler 
skills. Thank you to everyone 

who participated.
Lodge members, please 

mark your calendars for our 
dinner on Saturday, April 29, at 
5 p.m. at the American Slove-
nian Club in Fairport Harbor, 
Ohio. For more information 
on the April dinner or up-
coming events, contact Carol 
Maruszak at (440) 655-8776.

Lodge 142 and Circle 94 
bowlers head to the lanes

[Above] SNPJ Lodge 142 and youth Circle 94 members took 
to the lanes to participate in the Family Bowling Outing.
[Below] Longtime Lodge 142 members and former officers 
IRENE KomPARE and doRothY KRAVoS, along with 
their guest, Stan Braid, enjoyed the lunch provided by the 
Lodge while cheering on the bowlers.

lodGE 745 wINE tAStING
FROM PAGE 1 

first meeting of 2023 at the 
home of Dick and Sarah 
Laux. We planned the year’s 
activities, and afterward en-
joyed the game with snacks, 
cabbage rolls and desserts 
provided by the members.  
The Lodge would like to 
thank Dick and Sarah for 
their hospitality, and all of 
the members who contributed 
to the party.

Throughout  2022, Lodge 
745 stepped up our com-
munity service. Members 
donated 11 pints of blood to 

Vitalant, the greater Sacra-
mento area blood bank. We 
have also started donating 
time to the California State 
Park Foundation. The foun-
dation is an independent, 
member-supported nonprofit 
that mobilizes a diverse 
network of Californians to 
be active champions for our 
state parks. The foundation’s 
volunteer program provides 
meaningful opportunities 
for Californians to help their 
state parks.

In February, Lodge 745 
members traveled to San 
Francisco to support and 

participate in the SNPJ Lodge 
304 Pust festivities. The food 
was delicious and the hospi-
tality presented by Lodge 304 
is always welcoming.

Members of California 
SNPJ Lodges 745, 786 and 
723 were also there to support 
preparing the dinner, as well 
as provide the music. It was 
nice to connect and reconnect 
with Mary Lou Jenson, Mary 
Proznick, John Hutar, the 
Pecavar and Wood families, 
and so many more.

We would like to con-
gratulate our former youth 
member and current young 

adult member Diego Mlakar 
on his recent acceptance 
to Stanford University. Di-
ego, we are proud of your 
academic and leadership 
accomplishments, and know 
that you will prosper during 
your collegiate journey.  

Lodge 745 extends con-
dolences to members Mary 
Saber and Scott Saber on the 
passing of their brother and 
uncle, Frank Poropatt. Frank 
was a smiling face and dancer 
at all of the Sacramento Polka 
Booster dances though the 
years, and a former member 
of our Lodge.

Lodge 745 members looking forward to wine tasting event

mISS SNPJ 2023
FROM PAGE 1 

After Thanksgiving, I had 
the pleasure of attending the 
National Cleveland-Style 
Polka Hall of Fame weekend 
in Independence, Ohio. I en-
joyed many hours on Saturday 
evening polka dancing, meet-
ing new people and catching 
up with those I already knew.

On Sunday I had the 
privilege of introducing one 
of the All-Time Hits winners 
and performing on the grand 
finale for the Awards Show. 
It was especially meaningful 
having the opportunity to 
share my love for my Slove-
nian heritage and polka music, 
as well as getting to join the 
performance with my trumpet 
talents.

It was certainly an event I 
will never forget. A heartfelt 
thank you to Joe Valencic 
for inviting me and making 
it happen.

My home Lodge, Glenshaw 
Lodge 782, hosted their an-
nual Christmas party while 
I visited home over winter 
break. I am so grateful they 
scheduled the event while I 
was in town. The Lodge gave 
me a beautiful bouquet of 
flowers and a delicious meal. 
They have been incredibly 
supportive during my reign, 
and I have enjoyed represent-

ing them.
Finally, I recently attended 

Florida SNPJ Days at Samsula 
Lodge 603. I was adamant 
about making this event (ev-
eryone told me how wonderful 
it is!), so I took a red-eye flight 
right after a performance and 
landed in Orlando, Fla., early 
the next morning.

I had a lot of fun with 
members and friends from 
Chicago, Western Pennsylva-
nia and Florida. Everyone was 
so hospitable, energetic, and 
ready to polka. Vince Rigler 
even made sure I played trum-
pet during the jam session! 

Lodge 603 kindly gifted 
me a blanket, chocolates, 
a rose, and some delicious 
apple strudel. I was impressed 
to learn of everything the 
Samsula SNPJ Youth Circle 
is doing. I had the pleasure 
of spending some time with 
the Circle members; they 
are bright and enthusiastic 
members, and I cannot wait 
to see how they continue to 
contribute to SNPJ.

Meanwhile, outside of my 
SNPJ activities I have been 
performing a great deal, in-
cluding performances with 
my university ensembles, an 
opera, and the Greeley Phil-
harmonic.

My trumpet player col-
leagues and I are also intensely 

preparing for the annual 
National Trumpet Competi-
tion that will be hosted at our 
university. I will be compet-
ing in the Graduate Solo and 
Military Excerpts divisions, 
as well as defending our title in 
the Large Ensemble Division.

As all of this is happening, 
I am on track to graduate with 
a Master of Music in Trumpet 

Performance from the Uni-
versity of Colorado Boulder 
in May.

These past several months 
have been a fulfilling time! It 
has been a joy spending time 
with my SNPJ Brothers and 
Sisters, and I look forward 
to seeing many of you at the 
National Bowling Tournament 
in May.

At the invitation of JoE VAlENCIC (5), Miss SNPJ 
2023 mAdISoN SINAN attended the National Cleveland-
Style Polka hall of Fame Thanksgiving Weekend festivities
in Cleveland.

a full schedule for Miss SNPJ 2023 through fall, winter

Help SNPJ save by reading PROSVETA online
IMPERIAL, Pa. — In an 
effort to curb continually es-
calating postage rates, PROS-
VETA is asking all SNPJ 
members to evaluate the need 
of receiving the newspaper 
in its printed format. We’re 
also asking all members to 
provide us with an active e-
mail address, and to consider 
receiving an e-mail link to the 
online PROSVETA issues.

There are numerous bene-
fits to receiving PROSVETA 
online. First of all, the issues 
are posted to the SNPJ web-
site, snpj.org, a week or so 
prior to the publication date 
– no more waiting around for 
delivery. 

Secondly, archived issues 
are also available on the web-
site. Click on the PROSVETA 
archive link and you’ll have 

years worth of PROSVETA 
issues at your fingertips. 

Third, and most impor-
tantly, by selecting to receive a 
PROSVETA e-mail reminder, 
you can help SNPJ save thou-
sands of dollars in postage and 
printing expenses each year.

So what’s your first step to 
helping PROSVETA whittle 
away at mounting expenses? 
Send us your e-mail address. 

Simply e-mail pcushman@
snpj.com and include your 
name and the e-mail address at 
which you would like to receive 
the online issue reminder. 

Still not sure? Do your-
self a favor: Pay a visit to 
https://snpj.org/membership/
prosveta-publication/ and see 
for yourself the conveniences 
offered by the online PROS-
VETA issues.
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57th cAL don Gorjup Open Golf tournament
May 27, 2023

at Rolling Green Golf club, huntsburg, Ohio
9 a.m. Shotgun Start

The $90 entry fee covers greens fees, cart, prizes, dinner, and
sandwich and beverage at the turn. Youth entry fee is $80.

Return this form, along with entry fees, to:
Rick Gorjup

7180 Kory Ct., Concord, OH 44077-2221 
Phone: (440) 354-5001 [Home] or (440) 773-3233 [Cell]

Make checks payable to
SNPJ Cleveland Athletic League (CAL)
ENTRY DEADLINE IS MAY 21, 2023

The Home Office will verify all memberships. Complete tournament
rules are available by contacting the SNPJ Fraternal Department,

247 West Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126

Hdcp.PhoneLodgeName
1.

2.

3.

4.

Check Entry:
 Men Ladies Youth

Contact name: ________________________________________

e-mail: ______________________________________________

1.

2.

1.

2.

All-Events
$5 per 
person

YES/NO

Highest 
Average
2021-22

Lodge
No.

doubles & Singles Events 
Entry fee $32 per person

Saturday Only

SNPJ 85th National Bowling tournament
May 6-7, 2023

1.

2.

3.

4.

Highest
Average
2021-22

Lodge
No.

four-Person team Event
Entry fee $64 per team

Sunday Only

Submit bowlers’ names by position in lineup

Team name _____________________________________
Team captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

The entry fee in each event is $16 per bowler, $5.50 of which shall be used 
for prizes, and $10.50 for bowling. An extra $5 is charged to all

who desire to compete for handicap all-events prizes.

Return form, along with fees of $16 per person, per event, to:
Gary Smrdel

4251 Oregon St., Perry, OH 44081
(440) 655-7592

e-mail: garylodge158@roadrunner.com
Make checks payable to SNPJ Lodge 158
ENTRY DEADLINE IS APRIL 15, 2023

All memberships will be verified at the SNPJ Home Office. 
Complete tournament rules are available by contacting the SNPJ 

Fraternal Department, 247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126
Schedule of entries will be posted online at snpj.org

colonial Lanes
3210 Wilmington Rd.
New Castle, PA 16105  
Phone: (724) 654-5000

www.coloniallanesbowling.com

doubles & Singles
Saturday, May 6, 11 a.m.

team Event
Sunday, May 7, 11 a.m.

SNPJ membership Anniversaries 
April 2023

 lodge member
 5 Phyllis J. Sika
 5 Carol A. Hren
 6 Frank R. Bockstoce
 6 Catherine DiNardo
 6 Deborah P. Mountain
 31 Thomas E. Mlakar
 89 Audrey H. Kuzyck
 113 Lynne M. Burchardi
 120 Phyllis A. Casuse
 142 Sue A. Ryan
 158 Kenneth J. Frank
 158 Richard J. Harwood
 207 Richard T. Jany
 223 Erika R. Novich
 225 Carl L. Ulepich
 254 Sheldon L. Miller
 304 Brinn A. Lyman
 304 Karla L. Cravens
 518 Mary P. Kondakor
 564 Cheryl A. Desmond
 564 Mike E. Jarvey

 lodge member
 584 Milan Gukich
 584 Kathy A. Szempruch
 584 Barbara E. Smole
 584 Karen L. Seglem
 584 David A. Walter
 584 Nancy A. Reese
 584 Jane H. Perkovich
 584 Rose M. Javorina
 603 John Reichel Jr.
 677 Diane M. Kovich
 715 David E. Horcicak
 715 Adrienne C.
      Sempr-Capaccio
 729 Cynthia J. Arlet
 729 Antoinette C. Bazala 
 770 Michael E. Charniga
 782 David P. Matko
 782 Jeffrey J. Stanik
 786 Deborah A. Barnett
 A01 Gary C. Frantz

50-Year members

 lodge member
 5 Albin C. Kremzar
 5 Barbara M. Coy
 6 Anthony Lautar
 34 Lorraine A. Youngman
 207 Gary E. Kump
 218 Pat Petterlin

 lodge member
 257 William F. Ivancic
 629 Joanne F. Kaylor
 629 Edward J. Chefuta
 A01 Charles E. Casto
 A02 Cheryl L. Horn

60-Year members

 lodge member
 31 Donald Novak
 87 Norma J. Margonari

 lodge member
 138 Myra L. Samsa Glick
 158 Louis A. Femec

70-Year members

A CENTURY
in the making

Name _________________________________________

Address _______________________________________

City/State/zip ___________________________________

Number of copies _______________________________

RETuRN ThIS ORDER FORM TO
Slovene National Benefit Society

247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA  15126-9774

Payment in full must accompany all orders. Make checks payable to SNPJ.
Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery.

Proud of your SNPJ membership? Then you owe 
it to yourself to delve deeper into SNPJ history 
through the pages of An Inspired Journey – The 
SNPJ Story: The First One Hundred Years of 
the Slovene National Benefit Society. This 
richly-illustrated chronicle of SNPJ history 
compiled and written by SNPJ Publications 
Editor Jay Sedmak is available for purchase.

$17.50 each (includes postage)
add $1 postage for each additional copy ordered

by RICK GORJuP (158)
Cleveland Athletic League President

cLEvELANd — This year 
marks the 57th year of the 
Cleveland Athletic League 
(CAL) hosting a golf tourna-
ment, so don’t miss out on a 
great day of fun and frater-
nalism! 

We always have a great 
bunch of golfers, and with our 
CAL representatives, friends 
and volunteers, this year’s out-
ing should be among the best. 
The tournament is about 57 
or so days away now, and we 
hope to draw a record crowd. 
The winter has been very, very 
cold, though with not as much 
snow, and hopefully spring is 
right around the corner!

This year’s CAL Don Gor-
jup Open Golf Tournament will 
be played at Rolling Green Golf 
Course in Huntsburg, Ohio,   

Get your entries in for the 57th CAL Gorjup Open
on Saturday, May 27. With a 
9 a.m. shotgun start, we ask 
that you arrive at the course 
by 8:15 a.m. for check-in at the 
pavilion. Here’s where you’ll 
pick up your goodie bags and 
scorecards before heading out 
on the links. Hot dogs and pivo 
will be available at the turn,  
and a great dinner awaits at 
the 19th hole.

This is always a fun day, 
meeting old friends and making 
new ones. And remember, this 
year the beer, pop and bottled 
water are free – all day long!

The entry fee of $90 for 
adults ($80 for youth) includes 
green fees, cart rental, prizes, 
a goodie bag, dinner, and a 
sandwich and beverage at the 
turn. Your friendly hostesses 
will again be stationed on the 
course to provide some libation 
and a toast to Don.

Since 2023 is our 57th year 
hosting the tournament, we’ll 
have some extras to com-
memorate this anniversary. 
We hope to see you this year, 
with all expectations of a great 
time for all.

The tournament entry form 
is published below. Please be 
sure to include your phone 
number and e-mail address on 

all entries in case we need to 
contact you.

Donations are coming in for 
our drawings, and we’re plan-
ning a few surprises this year. 
So contact your golf buddies 
and enter early. As always, 
guests are welcome.

We hope to see you on a 
beautiful, sunny and warm 
Saturday, May 27.

SNPJ Recreation Center
2023 Fraternal Events
Schedule
May 6-7 SNPJ National Bowling tournament

June 9-11 SNPJ heritage Center weekend

June 16-18 SNPJ Young Adult Conference

July 7-9 SloVENEFESt 2023

July 30-Aug. 5 SNPJ Family week

Sept. 1-3 National SNPJ days

by JANICE ROCKWELL (138)
and DARLA BOLE (138)

BOROuGh Of SNPJ, Pa. 
— If you knew our mother, 
Josephine Bole, you knew she 
liked two – and only two – 
sports: hockey, as a spectator, 
and balina, as a competitor.  
Oh, how she liked to compete!  
The stories we have...

She and our dad had a Fri-
day night ritual at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center in their 
retirement years. It went like 
this: Travel to the trailer Friday 
afternoon; a friendly balina 
game at the Balinarena with 

their friends, Harry and Mary 
Knaus, Jack and Mary Koss, 
Adam and Erma Zupancic, 
and Bill and Pam Dornbusch; 
followed by dinner in the 
Gostilna, at the first table to 
the right.

The evening was capped 
off in the Gostilna, enjoying 
the company of friends to the 
foot-tapping tunes of a live 
polka band. Life didn’t get any 
better than that! 

Whoever wanted to join 
the balina fun was always 
welcome. I’m amazed at how 
many people still tell me my 

dad taught them how to play 
balina while they played with 
my parents on those Friday 
evenings. Thus, there is no 
more fitting way to celebrate 
our mom, “Josie,” than with a 
balina tournament open to all.

The tournament will be 
held at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center, 270 Martin Rd., Enon 
Valley, PA 16120, on Saturday, 
May 13, starting at 10 a.m. 
and concluding by 4 p.m. 
The family will pay all entry 
fees, and cash prizes will be 
awarded (Josie wouldn’t want 
it any other way... well, unless 

it involved a championship 
jacket!).

We welcome participants 
and spectators to enjoy a 
beautiful day in memory of our 
mom and grandma, Josephine 
Bole. [Please note the change 
in date – we had previously 
targeted May 20.]

To participate, visit the 
SNPJ Recreation Center Face-
book page for an entry form.  
Alternatively, e-mail your 
team participant names and 
captain’s contact information 
to jan@rockwelllaw.com.

See you on the courts!

Celebratory balina tourney honors Josephine Bole

Cleveland celebrates the Kurentovanje Festival
by KARA MARuSzAK

Lodge 142

cLEvELANd — SNPJ Lodges joined forces to 
march down the streets of Cleveland to scare away 
winter during the 11th annual Kurentovanje Festival 
held at the Slovenian National Home on St. Clair. 

The week-long event featured Slovenian cultural 
and culinary classes, and concluded with the main 
parade and festival on Saturday, Feb. 18. The SNPJ 
parade float was organized by Region 3 Vice President 
Don Srnick and featured our very own kurenti, devil 
and musicians. Those not riding on the float handed 
out candy to parade goers.

Our kurenti included Maxwell and Ian Thompson 
(138), in costumes made by their grandmother, Agnes 
Engel (138); and Karen Okleson (576), who made a 
very impressive kurent head for the festivities.

Customarily, a devil dressed in red would ac-
company a group of kurenti as they traveled from 
house to house to chase away winter. Our devil 
was none other than Edward Engel Jr. (138). Our 
musicians included Kathy Hlad, Nancy Prudic and 
Patty Candela on button box, and Don Srnick on 
tuba. There is nothing better than marching to a 
polka beat!

For those not familiar with the event, Kurentovanje 
is a traditional Carnival festival that takes place in 
Ptuj, Slovenia, to celebrate the arrival of spring (most 
Slovenian towns and cities celebrate Pust). The stars 
of the show are the kurenti – loud, furry monsters 
adorned with colorful ribbons and cowbells around 
their waist to scare away winter. 

Traditionally, only unmarried young men could 
dress as kurenti, and it was passed down the family. 
Nowadays, kurent costumes are worn by unmarried 
or married men, as well as women and children.

The main event of the celebration is a huge parade 
which features the Prince of Pust, kurenti (of course!), 
a devil, rusa (a two-person horse costume to wish 
fertility and health to farm animals), whip-crackers 
and ploughmen. Like many Slovenian events, there is 
much dancing, and plenty of slivo and krofi (donuts) 
to go around.

In 2013, a group of local Slovenian-Americans, 
with support from the St. Clair-Superior Development 
Corporation, organized the first Cleveland Kuren-
tovanje as a way to celebrate the Slovenian heritage. 
Since then, the festival has grown every year, and this 
year an estimated 15,000 people attended.

A good time was had by everyone, and we invite all 
our SNPJ Brothers and Sisters to participate next year!

The Engel family, 
members of SNPJ 
Lodge 138 in 
Strabane, Pa., in 
their Kurentovanje 
costumes: [from left]
EdwARd ENGEl Jr.,
AGNES ENGEl, IAN 
thomPSoN (age 4), 
AllISoN ENGEl,
and mAXwEll 
thomPSoN (age 8).

[Above and below] The SNPJ Cleveland Kurentovanje Festival float and 
float participants.


