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The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are Sept. 1 and Oct. 2. All material 
must be received by noon on Monday, 
Aug. 14, for the Sept. 1 issue, and by 
Monday, Sept. 18, for the Oct. 2 issue. 
If you’re concerned about making the 
deadline, send an e-mail to prosveta@
snpj.com or submit your material via 
the publications area of our website, 
snpj.org.

THE
DEADLINE

ChiCago — The Chicago Federation 
reminds members of the cultural event 
scheduled Sunday, Aug. 20, at the Slo-
venian Catholic Center in Lemont, Ill.  
This activity starts at noon. Lunch will be 
available, followed by the movie “Stories 
of Slovenian Women in America” which 
includes an interview with late Chicagoan 
Corinne Leskovar.

MElANIE MAtIASEk (559)
Federation Recording Secretary

The Chicago Federation
hosting aug. lunch, movie

follow SNPJ on 
Facebook!

Hannah E. Berstock
Born April 4, 2022

Orange County, Calif., lodge 786
SNPJ Orange Coast Lodge 786 is proud 
to introduce their newest member, Hannah 
Elisa Berstock. Hannah is the daughter of 
Avi and Natalie (786) Berstock, and the 
granddaughter of Fred Mlakar (786). We 
welcome Hannah to the Society and extend 
our best wishes to her entire family.

iMPERiaL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office will be closed Monday, Sept. 4, 
in celebration of Labor Day. Regular 
office hours, 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., will 
resume Tuesday, Sept. 5. We wish all 
SNPJ members and friends a safe and 
happy Labor Day!

home office closed as
we celebrate Labor Day

Slovenefest opens the reign of Miss SNPJ 2024

All pageant photos 
© Tim Cimperman, 2023.

Miss SNPJ 2024 
MORgAN SINAN 
(782) receives her 
crown from her 
sister, Miss SNPJ 
2023 MAdISON 
SINAN (782). 
The 2023 Miss 
SNPJ Pageant 
marks the first time 
in the 65-year 
history of the 
pageant that sisters 
were awarded the 
title of Miss SNPJ in
consecutive years.

The 2023 Miss SNPJ Pageant Court: Miss Talent 2024 ANNA MACk (138), Miss Activity and 
Miss SNPJ 2024 MORgAN SINAN (782), and Miss Fraternalism 2024 CARA FABIAN (218). 

BoRough oF SNPJ, Pa. — On 
Wednesday, Aug. 16, Lodge 776 is hosting 
a Mahoning Valley Scrappers night. This 
activity is open to all Lodge members who 
would like to attend the Scrappers game, 
for which a portion of the ticket price will 
be paid by the Lodge. The game starts at 
7:05 p.m.; you will need to meet up with 
Lodge members at the gate at 6:30.

On Aug. 20, Lodge 776 will hold a 
meeting and summer picnic, along with 
a fishing tournament for youth under age 
16. The fishing tournament will start at 
noon, and the meeting and picnic will 
follow at 2 p.m. All Lodge members are 
encouraged to attend.

RICH dOMBROSkY
Lodge 776 Recording Secretary

Lodge 776 sets activity 
schedule for august

•	 Mileage	reimbursement	will	only	be	
paid up to a 100-mile radius of the 
SNPJ Recreation Center

•	 Compensation	also	includes	a	
 $50 per diem

Resumes for these positions should 
be forwarded by Sept. 8, 2023, to:

Slovene National 
Benefit Society

Joseph C. Evanish, National President/CEO
247 West Allegheny Road

Imperial, PA 15126
e-mail: pcushman@snpj.com

Call for Candidates
SNPJ Recreation 
Center Committee

This announcement serves as a call to 
all members interested in serving on the 
SNPJ Recreation Center Committee. Two 
positions for terms of three years each will 
be filled during the Sept. 22, 2023, SNPJ 
National Board meeting.

SEE NEw SNPJ PORtAl
ON PAgE 4

by COuRTNEy KOENIg
Fraternal Director

iMPERiaL, Pa. — Greetings from the SNPJ 
Fraternal Department! I hope everyone had 
a great time during the 40th Slovenefest this 
year – we sure did!

The 65th Miss SNPJ Pageant competition 
was held Saturday, July 8, in The Alpine Room 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center, where a large 
crowd gathered to watch as our five contestants 
showcased their personalities and talents. Many 
thanks to our emcee, Miss SNPJ 2020 Daniella 
Volpe. She did a fantastic job as she greeted the 
audience and thanked everyone for attending 
and supporting the pageant. Daniella also did a 
wonderful job as she introduced each contestant.

I took a moment to greet everyone and 
speak on the judging format and point system. 
To kick off the pageant activities, each young 
lady randomly selected and answered a different 
fishbowl question. All contestants then exited 
the room, and each contestant was brought on 
stage, one at a time, to answer the same uni-
versal question.

After a short intermission, the crowd and 
judges were entertained by outstanding talent 
presentations from each young lady: Cara Fabian 
from Lodge 218 in Denver sang a Slovenian 
song a capella; Emi Perdan from Lodge 604 
in Cleveland discussed and demonstrated a 
display of her art; Anna Mack from Lodge 138 
in Strabane, Pa., also presented an art portfolio; 

Morgan Sinan from Lodge 782 in Glenshaw, Pa., 
performed a couple of drum solos; and Michelle 
Von Merta-Sustarich from Lodge 304 in San 
Francisco sang a Slovenian love song.

We’d like to thank the judges who awarded 
points to each contestant in the categories of 
poise and appearance in an evening gown, per-
sonality and communication, talent, and extra-
curricular/community service: Dr. Lorree Houk, 
Assistant to the Superintendent at Mohawk 
School District; Dr. Marissa Ulmer, performing 
arts teacher at Lincoln Park Performing Arts 
Charter School Choruses; and David Withrow, 
high school band director at Riverside School 

SEE MISS SNPJ PAgEANt
ON PAgE 8

SNPJ converting 
from PolicyView 
to a new portal 
system in Sept.

by KAREN A. PINTAR
SNPJ National Secretary/COO

iMPERiaL, Pa. — As part of the upgrade 
to the Society’s Insurance Administration 
System, we will be providing a new portal 
to replace PolicyView. This portal will pro-
vide policy owners with access to their life 
insurance and/or annuity policies to view 
face amounts, dividends, values, etc.

For those of you who already use Policy 
View, you will be required to register again 
in order to use the new portal. This means 
that once we are up and running on this new 
portal – after Sept. 1, 2023 – you will need 
to provide a username and password that are 
unique to you.

by MORgAN SINAN (782)
Miss SNPJ 2024

gLENShaw, Pa. — As the 40th Slovenefest 
and 65th Miss SNPJ Pageant drew to a close, 
I found myself in a reflective state, thinking 
about the experience I had been fortunate to 
be a part of.

Slovenefest has been a special tradition for 
me since my earliest days. While I don’t entirely 
remember, I know I was wheeled around in a 
stroller, immersed in the energetic atmosphere 
from a very young age. Participating in the Miss 
SNPJ Pageant has given me a fresh perspective 
on this special event. It has deepened my ap-
preciation for the unwavering dedication and 
passion that drive the creation and execution 
of this long-standing pageant.

As I was growing up, the pageant was my 
favorite part of Slovenefest. Seeing some of my 

Newly crowned Miss SNPJ 2024 
appreciates the legacy of sisterhood

camp counselors, friends and family compete 
and win was always exciting. However, I never 
saw myself running, let alone winning the title 
of Miss SNPJ. I always thought I could never 
have the amount of poise and beauty of all the 
contestants and Miss SNPJs before me.

But as I grew older and the weekend came 
closer, I realized it wasn’t only about poise and 
beauty – it’s about giving back to your com-
munity and the SNPJ.

I now comprehend the sheer amount of work 
and unwavering commitment that goes into 
bringing the Miss SNPJ Pageant to life. The 
tireless efforts of the Pageant Commission and 
the Executive Committee show that this event 
is crafted with love and care. So, to the Pageant 
Commission and the executives, thank you so 

SEE MISS SNPJ 2024
ON PAgE 7
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•	 AUG.	6 ........American Slovene Day hosted by 
the Westmoreland County Federation 
of SNPJ Lodges; 2-6 p.m. at the yukon 
Slovenian Hall, yukon, Pa. Music by the 
Skovenski Band. Food and refreshments 
available for purchase. For additional 
information contact Lois Denning at (412) 
554-7404.

•	 AUG.	13 ......SNPJ Spartans Lodge 576 annual 
picnic and the second annual Lou Novak 
Balina Tournament at the SNPJ Farm, 
Kirtland, Ohio. Music by Ron Likovic 
and Friends; cabbage roll and sausage 
dinners available from the kitchen. For 
more information contact Karen Novak 
at (216) 965-3181.

•	 AUG.	20 ......SNPJ utopians Lodge 604 annual 
picnic at the SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio. 
Music by The Zolkas. Homemade food, 
strudel and more. For details contact 
gerri Trebets at (440) 796-5148.

•	 SEPT.	1-3 ...... National SNPJ Days weekend at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of 
SNPJ, Pa. For details phone the SNPJ 
Recreation Center toll-free at 1-877-767-
5732 or e-mail snpj@snpjrec.com.

•	 SEPT.	4 .......Labor Day dance at the SNPJ Farm, 
Kirtland, Ohio. Entertainment by the 
Eddie Rodick Band and Frank Stanger 
Band, 1-7 p.m. Visit www.snpjfarmkirt-
land.com/summer-schedule for more 
information.

•	 OCT.	1 .........SNPJ Lodge 142 Clambake at the 
SNPJ Farm, Kirtland, Ohio. Entertain-
ment by DJ Marcus Smith.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

Finance Committee:
Robert  lawrence, Secretary
Joseph C. Evanish
Richard Hervol, Chairman
 183 Wylie Ave.
 Strabane, PA 15363
Roger C. Clifford
 568 Lang Rd.
 Sewickley, PA 15143
tracey Anderson
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 179 Alexander Ave.
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toll-free: 1-877-767-5732
website: www.snpjrec.com
e-mail: snpj@snpjrec.com

Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?
Lodge/Organization __________
__________________________

Type of Event ______________
__________________________

Site ______________________
__________________________

If a concert or dance, who is
performing? ________________
__________________________

Date ______________________

Time ______________________

Who to contact ______________
__________________________

Phone (        ) _______________

E-mail ____________________
Complete and return to: 

PROSVETA
247 W. Allegheny Road

Imperial, PA  15126-9774
e-mail: prosveta@snpj.com

Photo submitted by Rich Dombrosky (776)

Lodge 776 Honors Longtime Officer
When SNPJ Lodge 776 members met on May 21 for their 
quarterly meeting, President John Pierog and Secretary Ed 
Snyder honored recently retired Recording Secretary Veronica 
Dombrosky for nearly 50 years of service to the Lodge. 
Veronica dedicated herself to the Lodge in many ways over 
the years, including spending much time helping to run the 
bowling tournaments which were among the Lodge’s biggest 
fundraisers. Veronica is still an active Lodge member and 
regularly attends Lodge meetings. The Lodge will be forever 
grateful for her service. Pictured [from left]: JOHN PIEROg, 
VERONICA dOMBROSkY and Ed SNYdER.

by BARB BOgOLIN
Lodge 31 Secretary/Treasurer

ShaRoN, Pa. — The next Lodge 31 
meeting will be held Thursday, Aug. 24, 
at the Slovenian Hall, 1037 Baldwin Ave., 
Sharon, PA 16146. The meeting will begin 
at 6 p.m. Members attending should walk up 
the ramp to the second floor. Lodge busi-
ness, honoring members, and our holiday 
dinner will be discussed.

The Lodge sadly reports the death of 
three members since out last meeting: 

Christine Paulenich (age 100), Clifford 
Toth and Cindy Tonks.

At our last Lodge meeting, we made 
donations to the SNPJ Recreation Center 
Cabin Renovation Fund, the Miss SNPJ 
Pageant, Red Cross, Salvation Army, 
Meals on Wheels, our local homeless 
shelter, and toward youth programs at 
our local park.

If there are any questions about the 
meeting, please phone Barb Bogolin at 
(724) 347-1197.

Sharon Lodge 31 slates Aug. meeting 

by MADISON SINAN (782)
Miss SNPJ 2023

gLENShaw, Pa. — My farewell 
address remained in my head for at 
least the last month, but it didn’t make 
it onto paper until late on the last night 
of my reign as Miss SNPJ 2023.

Many would call me a procrastina-
tor, and quite honestly, they wouldn’t 
be entirely wrong. When it comes to 
this farewell address, though, I was 
really trying to avoid saying goodbye 
to what has been an absolute joy and 
a dream come true.

As a young child, I had no idea 
what was really involved with being 
Miss SNPJ. All I knew was that they 
dressed up and wore a crown, and that 
I felt like the coolest person ever after 
getting to hang out with a Miss SNPJ 
at Youth Roundup or TEL. (Really – in 
my head, Miss SNPJ was the coolest 
person ever, and I was jealous if your 
counselor was a Miss SNPJ).

Then I got older and eventually 
understood the opportunities and 
responsibilities of a Miss SNPJ. It 
intimidated me, and I made excuses 
for years to avoid running. The most 
common excuse I made was, “I’d be 
too busy if I won. It’s not the right 
time.”

It wasn't until I moved to Boulder, 
Colo., that I finally accepted that no 
time was a perfect time to run for 
Miss SNPJ. I was afraid that if I had 
won, I wouldn’t be able to have an 
impactful reign, given where I lived 
and the demand of my program. I am 
so glad I went for it anyway, because 
my fears were proven wrong.

I had what felt like a full and 
meaningful reign, partly because I 
had an opportunity to get involved 
in ways others hadn’t before. I think 
specifically of Denver Lodge 218. I 
don’t think I would have even had the 
opportunity to visit if I hadn’t lived 
in Boulder.

I hate to admit it, but I sometimes 
worried that people would think I 
wasn’t doing enough. I cared a lot 
about making the most of my reign, 
and I believe I have done exactly 
that. Though I am sad to let it go, I 
have made my peace with it, and I’m 

Her reign at its close, a fond farewell from Miss SNPJ 2023
excited to have passed the title on to 
my youngest sister, Morgan, who will 
leave her own unique footprint.

It was an honor having the opportu-
nity to crown her as Miss SNPJ 2024, 
and I look forward to mentoring her 
throughout her reign. I am so proud of 
the person she has become, and I have 
no doubt she will be an engaging and 
enthusiastic individual in everything 
she does with SNPJ.

I had an incredible experience 
because of many people, and I would 
like to take the time to extend my 
thanks to them.

Thank you to all of the Lodges 
and other organizations I visited: 
Strabane Lodge 138, Denver Lodge 
218, Samsula Lodge 603, the National 
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame, 
the Young Adult Conference, Euclid 
Lodge 158, the SNPJ Farm, and the 
Westmoreland Federation. I was 
moved by the kindness, thoughtful-
ness, and enthusiasm of everyone I 
had the pleasure of meeting.

Though I sadly couldn’t make it 
out to the Windy City, I felt this way 
about the people of Chicago too. It felt 
like there was a group from Chicago 
at most of the events I attended. While 
in Samsula for Florida SNPJ Days 
for example, Vince Rigler insisted 
I played trumpet in the jam session, 
so he sang the melodies in my ear as 
we were performing them. That’s a 
special memory for me.

I would also like to thank my 
home Lodge, Glenshaw Lodge 782, 
Sygan Lodge 6, Youth Circle 36, and 
Herminie Lodge 87. These Lodges 
and the Circle were integral to my 
childhood in SNPJ and have been 
of utmost support. I especially want 
to extend my thanks to Ruth Wright 
for the wonderful memories I have of 
being in Youth Circle 36.

A huge thank you as well to the 
Miss SNPJ Pageant Commission 
and the Pageant Committee for their 
passion and dedication to the continu-
ation of the Miss SNPJ tradition. We 
wouldn’t be here today without their 
vision and love for this event.

Thank you to the five lovely ladies 
who participated in this year’s pag-

eant: Cara Fabian (Denver Lodge 218), 
Anna Mack (Strabane Lodge 138), 
Emi Perdan (Cleveland Lodge 604), 
Morgan Sinan (Glenshaw Lodge 782), 
and Michelle Von Merta-Sustarich 
(San Francisco Lodge 304). I had a 
wonderful weekend with them all. I 
loved their spirit and excitement to be 
at Slovenefest. They represented SNPJ 
beautifully, and I look forward to see-
ing the ways these ladies continue to 
contribute to the organization we all 
know and love.

I am also grateful to the SNPJ Na-
tional Board, especially Joe Evanish, 
Karen Pintar and Robert Lawrence 
for their continued support of the 
pageant and of me. I have known 
them a long time and have received 
much encouragement from them over 
the years, especially during my reign.

Thank you to the two Fraternal 
Directors I have had the pleasure 
of working with. Though Courtney 
Pabian Koenig has been in her posi-
tion for only a few months, she has 
been an incredible leader, and I look 
forward to seeing her shape our fra-
ternal activities. Kevin Richards was 
also an incredible influence for myself 
and all of us in this organization. He 
exemplified fraternalism, and I miss 
his presence around SNPJ dearly.

Thank you to my friends in and out 
of SNPJ. My SNPJ friends have also 
been an incredible influence and are 
the reason I keep coming back. SNPJ 
is wonderful because of the people and 

our shared passion for this organiza-
tion. Miss SNPJ 2020 Daniella Volpe 
(158) was an incredible mentor and 
friend throughout my reign. Anytime 
I had questions, she had answers and 
encouragement to offer.

My friends outside of SNPJ have 
always been excited to learn about this 
organization they have never heard of 
that focuses around a country they 
have never heard of. Many of them 
have rushed me to airports after re-
hearsals and performances at weird 
hours so I could fulfill my obligations 
to school and SNPJ.

And finally, I want to give the 
greatest thanks to my family. They 
have been my greatest supporters, 
and I have enjoyed all of the times 
we have shared together all of these 
years. I am especially grateful for my 
parents, Maury and Kathleen. I hated 
waking up early on the weekends as a 
kid, but that was why I went bowling 
at Sygan Lodge 6 almost every week-
end. I didn’t love missing weekends 
at home in my neighborhood to be 
at our trailer at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center, but that is now my favorite 
place to be. My fondest memories 
are from SNPJ, and it is only because 
of my parents that I have all of these 
memories to treasure.

Thank you, SNPJ, for an incredible 
reign... but this isn’t the end of my 
story. I look forward to being involved 
in the pageant and SNPJ in new ways 
in the coming years.

Miss SNPJ 2023 
MAdISON SINAN. 
The photo was 
taken when 
Madison visited 
Slovenia in May.

by SHARON uJCICH (665)
Association of Slovene Americans

YukoN, Pa. — Dobrodošli! Welcome to 
the 79th American Slovene Day in Western 
Pennsylvania sponsored by the Westmore-
land County SNPJ Federation, the Yukon 
Slovenian Hall, and SNPJ Silverstars Lodge 
729 of Yukon.  

Come join us on Sunday, Aug. 6, at 
the Yukon Slovenian Hall. Bring your 
family, children and friends to indulge in 
friendship and good food, and to dance the 
afternoon away.

In the kitchen, Slovenska klobase will 
be ready, along with pulled pork, hot dogs, 

Slovenian potato salad and more. At the 
“Sweet Shop” you can find an array of 
homespun treats like krofe, strudel, potica, 
chocolate, and lots of other favorites!

Dance the day away to the music of the 
Skovenski Band with Tony Zupanchek on 
accordion. The band promises lots of good 
polkas and waltzes.  

There will be added fun with guessing 
games for the kids (and adults, too!), plus 
a very nice Slovene basket drawing.

Slovene Day begins at 2 p.m. and con-
tinues until 6. Join us on Sunday, Aug. 6, 
at the Yukon Slovenian Hall. Vsi ste lepo 
vabljeni – everyone is welcome!

W. Pa. American Slovene Day 
moves to the Yukon Hall for 2023
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by gINA WISE
SNPJ Marketing Manager
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I f you are a fan of the television show “Modern Fam-
ily,” then you’re familiar with the title of this article. Phil 
Dunphy, the goofy and lovable dad, is always trying 

to impress his family and friends with his coolness and 
creativity. Phil often comes up with crazy schemes and 
ideas that usually backfire or end up in hilarious disasters. 
One of the show’s catchphrases, “What’s the plan, Phil?,” 
is often asked by his wife, Claire, or his kids, either out of 
curiosity or concern whenever Phil is about to do something 
risky or adventurous. While the question is often asked, 
we soon realize the answer is always the same: Phil didn’t 
really have a plan.

Phil is spontaneous and optimistic, which are great 
qualities, but he also tends to act on impulse and ignores 
the consequences of his actions. While his character often 
makes me laugh out loud, it also makes me think about how 
Phil’s lack of planning will affect his life and future. Does he 
have a clear vision or goal, or financial protection in place 
for his family? He often spends money on unnecessary 
things like an alpaca named Jolene, a remote-controlled 
helicopter, and tons of wild inventions. He doesn’t seem 
to worry about saving for retirement or securing financial 
stability for his family.

I’m not saying don’t have fun or enjoy life, but we need 
to balance it with responsibility and discipline. Saving for 
retirement and having financial protection in place isn’t 
easy or glamorous, but it is necessary. your reward will 
be a sense of security and confidence. you will be able 
to enjoy your golden years without worrying about money 
or bills. you will have enough savings to travel and pursue 
hobbies. you will sleep well at night knowing your family 
will be taken care of if something should happen to you. 
Do you want to have the peace of mind and happiness 
these things will bring?  

Then I must ask: “What’s the plan, Phil? ”
you need to have a plan for how you will achieve fi-

nancial security for many reasons, and life insurance and 
fixed annuities are an essential part of a well-rounded 
financial plan.  

The average life expectancy continues to rise, which 
means you will need more retirement funds to support 
yourself for longer. Starting to save early can help you 
take advantage of tax-deferred accounts and compound 
interest, which can increase your potential returns.

you may not be able to work forever, either because 
of health issues, personal preferences, or market condi-
tions. Putting a financial plan into place can give you the 
freedom and flexibility to choose when and how to retire, 
without depending on your employer or the government.

Retirement is the best time to check off the bucket list 
of places to visit, things to do, and experiences to have.  
Planning for your non-working years can help you afford 
your desired lifestyle and enjoy your time without financial 
worries.

There are many uncertainties and risks in the future, 
such as changes in tax rates, inflation, Social Security 
benefits, Medicare costs, and market fluctuations. Having 
a solid financial plan can help you control what you can, 
which is how much you save and invest for your future.

Many health problems occur due to lack of financial 
income and not being able to fulfill basic needs. Money 
problems lead to feeling anxious and depressed; having 
a plan can help you avoid these negative emotions and 
improve your physical and mental well-being.

If you don’t have life insurance or retirement accounts 
yet, or if you want to review or update your existing financial 
products, consult your local SNPJ agent, 
visit snpj.org, or call the Home Office at 
1-800-THE-SNPJ to be put in touch with 
an agent near you.
SNPJ does not provide tax, legal or ac-
counting advice. Consult with a tax, legal 
or accounting professional regarding your 
specific situation.

“what’s the
 plan, Phil?”

Science Day the newest 
holiday for Slovenia?
LJuBLJaNa (STa) — The Slovenian 
government would like to introduce a 
new national holiday, Science Day, in an 
attempt to make science more popular. 
The new holiday would be observed on 
Nov. 10 in honor of Žiga Zois (1747-1819), 
a celebrated Slovenian Enlightenment 
figure, and would coincide with the 
UNESCO World Science Day for Peace 
and Development.

Science Day would be observed on 
the day that marks the anniversary of 
Zois’s death since the day of his birth, 
Nov. 23, is already recognized as Rudolf 
Maister Day.

Zois, who was of Italian descent, was 
one of the wealthiest men in Slovenian 
lands in his time and generously funded 
scientists to explore the country. He also 
hosted meetings of a group of Slovenian 
intellectuals at his home after 1780, en-
couraging them in their careers.

The government expects Science Day 
to help raise the profile of science and 
scientific achievements in Slovenia. “A 
Science Day celebration will encourage 
interest in various scientific achieve-
ments at the national and global levels, 
and will contribute to the general public 
getting involved in debates on key open 
issues in contemporary society. At the 
same time, it will increase confidence in 
science and its achievements,” according 
to the government.

Another goal of the proposed holiday 
is to make science popular among youth 
and encourage them to pursue studies 
in science, which the government said 
“has a positive impact on the educational 
system and the country’s development.”

The changes to the Public Holidays 
and Work-Free Days Act have already 
been sent to parliament, and the gov-
ernment said that, as in other countries 
that celebrate science days, Slovenia’s 
Science Day will not be a work-free day.

Former president plans 
book release in autumn 
LJuBLJaNa (STa) —  Former 
President of Slovenia Borut Pahor will 
have his debut book published this fall, 
expectedly during the Slovenian Book 
Fair, a representative of the publisher, 
Beletrina, announced in mid-May. 
Through his book, Pahor, a veteran 
politician, will address the challenges 
of his political career and consequently 
his private life.

“In ‘The Handbook for Political and 
Other Beginners’ (Priročnik za Politične 
in Druge Začetnike), I will give readers 
my personal experience to reflect on in 
the hope that it may be useful in their 
career and life, and that they may avoid 
the mistakes and problems that I un-
fortunately did not avoid in my 30-year 
political career,” Pahor said.

Mitja Čander, the director of Bele-
trina, is proud that the former president 
will join Beletrina authors with his debut 
work. “I am looking forward with great 
interest to the book, in which [Pahor] 
will share his priceless experiences and 
insights in domestic and international 
politics,” Čander was quoted as saying 
in a press release.

Čander is convinced that Pahor’s 
political legacy is extremely important 
for Slovenia and the international com-
munity, foremost because of its message 
of reconciliation and cooperation, and 
because of Pahor’s decisive departure 
from division and radicalism. His 10-year 
presidency was marked by efforts for 
reconciliation to overcome ideological 
left-right divisions, a goal at the core of 
his domestic efforts.

Borut Pahor is the only Slovenian poli-
tician to have served as president (2012-
2022), prime minister (2008-2011), and 
parliamentary speaker (2000-2004). He 
also served as a member of the European 
Parliament.

Farmers join forces to
promote local produce
LJuBLJaNa (STa) — Slovenian 
vegetable growers have joined forces in 
a project promoting the consumption of 
fresh, locally-sourced vegetables. The 
aim is to not only improve the competi-
tiveness of growers and increase revenue, 
but mainly to influence the habits of 
consumers so they will recognize the 
value of purchasing and consuming lo-
cal produce.

More than half of the fresh vegetables 
in Slovenia are imported, which means 
the produce is exposed to long journeys 
and storage, and is thus of less-than-ideal 

quality. As part of the project, dubbed 
“Fresh and Local,” the participating 
producers want to provide produce that 
is grown near consumers’ homes, is 
nutrient-dense, and is environmentally 
friendly because of the lower environ-
mental footprint.

One of the project goals is to increase 
revenues from the sale of vegetables by 
15 percent. “This type of production is 
key as it ensures traceability, safety, good 
quality and oversight,” the head of the 
project, Denis Topolnik, said during the 
presentation of the project.

Patricija Pirnat, a representative of the 
Agraria Koper agricultural cooperative, 
noted that Slovenians were not meeting 
the goal of eating 450 grams (approx. 
one pound) of vegetables a day. “It is 
so important to spread awareness about 
healthy diets among consumers and in 
public institutions such as hospitals, 
schools and kindergartens,” she added.

grant for a Slovenian-led
tombstones project
LJuBLJaNa (STa) — Researcher 
Saša Čaval from the Institute of An-
thropological Studies at the ZRC SAZU 
research center has been awarded an 
ERC Consolidator Grant for her project 
to research “stećci,” the large medieval 
tombstones found throughout several 
countries in the Western Balkans.

“Tens of thousands of stećci are still 
at their original locations in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro and 
Croatia,” Čaval said during a press 
conference held in Ljubljana in mid-June. 
While their importance is recognized 
and they are featured on the UNESCO 
World Heritage List, stećci are not well 
understood.

According to Čaval, little is known 
about stećci beyond the fact that there 
are more than 72,000 of them, that eight 
percent are decorated, and that even 
fewer bear inscriptions in the extinct 
Glagolitic and Bosnian Cyrillic scripts. 
“They are well researched historically, 
but extremely poorly [researched] ar-
chaeologically,” she said, adding that “it 
is surprising that stećci are not attributed 
to any religious or ethnic group.”

The project will fill many gaps in 
the scientific understanding of stećci. It 
will focus not only on the dead, but will 
indirectly study the world of the living, 
Čaval explained.

The project will answer the key 
questions on settlements, re-use of 
prehistoric burial spaces, a type of 
nomadism known as “transhumance,” 
and the ratio between decoration and 
inscription. The team will also research 
the role of stećci in construction and in 
sharing communal memories.

The five-year project, estimated at 
nearly EUR 2.8 million ($3 million), will 
be hosted by the ZRC SAZU research 
center. The team will be composed of 
researchers and students from Slovenia, 
Serbia, and Bosnia-Herzegovina.

This is the first ERC Consolidator 
Grant awarded to the field of studies of 
the human past in Slovenia, and the first 
such project for the ZRC SAZU as a host 
organization. The ERC Consolidator 
Grant is geared toward researchers with 
a scientific track record who show great 
promise and who want to consolidate 
their independence by establishing a 
research team.

Ljubljana Drama Theatre
renovation under way
LJuBLJaNa (STa) — The Slovenian 
National Drama Theatre, Ljubljana’s 
main theatrical venue, is currently be-
ing prepared for a complete renovation 
as preliminary work started in July. The 
early 20th century main building and the 
two 1960s extensions will be renovated.

The project, estimated at nearly EUR 
60 million ($65.5 million), involves a 
complete reconstruction of both the large 
and the small stages, construction of two 
rehearsal stages, and the addition of new 
lighting and stage technology.

National Drama Theatre Director 
Vesna Jurca Tadel said that the building 
was no longer fit to serve as a modern 
theatre house, and that some of the ex-
isting technology “belongs in a museum 
rather than in a modern theatre.”

Plans for the renovation, which had 
been designated for more than a decade, 
were accelerated last year when heavy 
storms flooded a large portion of the 

building, causing serious water damage. 
As a result, the project was included on 
a list of projects of national importance 
and provided with state financing. The 
main construction work will continue 
through 2024.

The lead architect said the idea [of 
the renovation] is to create a “modern 
national theatre” by preserving and re-
storing the historical building while also 
revitalizing the area around the theatre.

Archaeological digging start in mid-
July and is expected to continue for about 
six months. Since the building is situated 
right in the center of the ancient city of 
Emona, archaeologists expect to find 
artifacts from the Roman era and later 
historical periods.

The existing building will host the 
entire 2024 performance season, after 
which the theatre will move to a tem-
porary location in Ljubljana.

Slovenia’s Movia wines
showcased in New york
NEw YoRk (STa) — In June, Slo-
venian winemaker Aleš Kristančič pre-
sented his Movia Rebula and Cabernet 
Sauvignon, two of his wine varieties, at 
the Grand Tasting, one of the biggest wine 
tastings in the U.S., alongside 194 wine-
makers from a number of other countries. 
All selected wines with at least 92 of 
100 possible points were hand-picked by 
the organizer of the wine tasting, James 
Suckling, a world-renowned American 
wine critic and a former editor of Wine 
Spectator magazine.

When asked to comment about 
his attendance at the Grand Tasting, 
Kristančič, a winemaker from the 
Goriška Brda wine region, said, “I’m here 
because I was chosen. First you have to 
make an exceptionally good wine, then 
you can expect an invitation.”

Suckling met Kristančič at a wine 
tasting in Milan and encouraged him to 
expand in the U.S. He said Kristančič’s 
wine is amazing, and that it is important 
to showcase smaller winemakers from 
lesser known countries on the market.

“Attending such an event means a lot 
to our company, as it confirms Movia 
belongs among the world elite. It also 
shows our hard work is validated,” said 
Kristančič, who American wine maga-
zines describe as “a wine genius from 
Slovenia; a visionary who adds character 
to his wines.”

Kristančič recalled that he and his 
father started exporting wine to the U.S. 
in 1989. After Slovenia’s independence in 
1991, exports started to grow. “My dad 
and I had a vision to expand our business 
outside Slovenia. Wine is not a salad you 
sell near your home; it becomes worth 
something when it makes it abroad. He 
added that Slovenian wines are ranking 
higher and higher both in the U.S. and 
around the world.

A 19th century Ljubljana
confection revived
LJuBLJaNa (STa) — The oldest 
recipe for a pastry known as the “Lju-
bljana Štrukelj,” which appeared in the 
first original Slovenian cookbook dated 
1868, has been revived and modernized. 
The cake is made of dough, orange fill-
ing, vanilla, jam and almonds, and is a 
variant of an Austro-Hungarian cake.

First included in the “Slovenian Cook 
Book,” the recipe is an important part of 
Slovenian cultural heritage and Ljubljana 
gastronomy. The recipe was conceived 
by Magdalena Knafelj Pleiweis, who 
dictated it to her friend to write down. 

The initiative to revive the recipe was 
provided by ethnologist Janez Bogataj. 
Confectioners from the Biotechnical 
Education Centre adjusted the recipe 
slightly to reflect modern trends, saying 
they wanted to “modernize” the cake 
while keeping it authentic. The new vari-
ant also differs from the original in de-
sign, which is reminiscent of a rose. The 
original ingredients were retained, but 
the ratio of ingredients has been changed, 
as has the method of preparation.

The Ljubljana Štrukelj is a variant of 
the Austro-Hungarian cake known as the 
“wasp’s nest” or “Ferdinand doughnut.” 
The cake is popular in Danube cuisine, 
but since the Slovenian variant uses 
slightly different ingredients, it is known 
as the Ljubljana Štrukelj.

In the 19th century the cake was 
made in urban areas, spreading to rural 
areas after WWII. It did not take the 
name Ljubljana Štrukelj until 1912, 
when the cookbook was reprinted for 
the sixth time.

The articles comprising this feature have 
been reprinted with permission from the 
Slovenian Press Agency (STA).
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CORRECTION 
In the article “Car cruise season returns to Imperial Lodge 
106” published in the July 3 PROSVETA issue, the date 
of the SNPJ Club 106 annual scramble golf outing was 
incorrect. The golf outing will be played Sunday, Aug. 20, 
at Beaver Creek Meadows golf Course in Lisbon, Ohio. 
golfers must register by Aug. 14 either at the club or by 
contacting Bobby Chauvet at (412) 737-4583.

PROSVEtA Crossword
Summer Days (#0823) by StatePoint Media

ACROSS
1. Candy bar Baby
5. New york baseball player
8. *____ days of summer
11. Southern cuisine pod
12. Austin Powers’ charm
13. Phlegms
15. Finish with plaster
16. Balanced
17. Shy
18. *usually June 21
20. Wood sorrels
21. Between septet and nonet
22. Stir fry pan
23. *“Out” for most kids
  in summer
26. Popular white fish
30. ___ Tsu
31. Pavlov’s conditioned ____
34. Part of cathedral
35. Dwelling
37. *It’s often hot and
  muggy in summer
38. Be in accord
39. Physicist Niels ____
40. Like some wedding cakes
42. A Bobbsey twin
43. Comparative of staid
45. *Like waterskier’s
  dream lake surface
47. Jean-Claude ____ Damme

48. Not our
50. *Dangle them in the pool?
52. *Tossing around, pl.
55. Drunkard
56. Falling out
57. Like one deserving
 of a Christmas gift
59. On and on (2 words)
60. Black tropical cuckoos
61. Bob ____ of boxing industry
62. JFK’s brother
63. “Owner of a Lonely Heart”
 band
64. Typically 5 of these
 in a men’s tennis match

dOwN
1. “Arabian Nights” bird
2. Luau strings
3. Crosby, Stills and Nash, e.g.
4. Attention-grabbing shout
5. *Summer blockbuster
6. DVD player button
7. Muscle quality
8. Russian parliament
9. “Sittin’ On The Dock
 Of The Bay” singer
10. Cowboy’s heel prod
12. Courage to carry on
13. Counter seat
14. *Summer activity: berry ___

19. game status
22. Car wash option
23. granite store units
24. Explorer John ____,
 a.k.a. giovanni Caboto
25. Commotion
26. german mister
27. Farm structure, pl.
28. Part of an eye, pl.
29. *Adjective for bikini?
32. *County event
33. Tall tale
36. *#5 Down venue
38. Improvise
40. Sophomore’s grade
41. Antonym of ingests
44. Old hat
46. NBA venues
48. Threesome
49. No-distortion sound
 reproduction, pl.
50. Arctic floater
51. Augmented
52. Brawl
53. Republic of Ireland
54. Hare’s tail
55. *uninvited picnic guest
58. Ambulance squad, acr.

the solution to puzzle #0823 will 
run in the Sept. 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media

by TONI THOMEy
Lodge 576 Recording Secretary

CLEvELaND — Greetings, 
Spartans Lodge members! I 
hope everyone is enjoying all 
the festivities of summer with 
family and friends.

The Spartans Lodge 576 an-
nual picnic will be held at the 
SNPJ Farm in Kirtland, Ohio, 
on Sunday, Aug. 13. This year 

we will be serving up some 
favorites such as cabbage roll 
and sausage dinners, Slovenian 
potatoes, sauerkraut, salad and, 
of course, krofe! We will have 
so much to entertain you and 
your families.

Our picnic serves as the 
backdrop to our second annual 
Lou Novak Balina Tourna-
ment. The fee to enter the 

tournament is $20 for a team 
of four, or you can register as 
an individual for $5. Lodge 
President Karen Novak would 
be happy to answer any ques-
tions; contact Karen at (216) 
965-3181. You can sign up for 
the tournament ahead of time 
or on the day of play.

Along with our tournament, 
we will be featuring the musi-

cal stylings of Ron Likovic 
and Friends, and there will 
be plenty of drawings to try 
your luck.

The gates open at 1 p.m., 
food service begins at 2, then 
grab your favorite partner for 
dancing starting at 3 p.m. Bali-
na tournament entrants will be 
contacted for their start time. 
We hope to see you all there!

Spartans Lodge 576 schedules second annual 
Lou Novak Balina Tournament during Aug. picnic

Slovenefest a memory, SNPJ Heritage Center looking ahead to National Days
by KATHy PAuLENICH (776)
SNPJ Heritage Center Director

BoRough oF SNPJ, Pa. 
— What a great Slovenefest 
celebrating 40 years!

Hosting a performing 
group of dancers from Slo-
venia was the highlight of 
the weekend. The Heritage 
Pavilion at the SNPJ Recre-
ation Center was packed all 
weekend as the Slovenefest 
crowds watched the group 

dance, sing and interact with 
the audience. Thank you to the 
Kumer family for organizing 
their travel; it was an awe-
some task.

All of the bands and button 
box groups were wonderful, 
and all of the music venues 
were rockin’ all weekend. I 
was especially impressed with 
the number of young adults on 
the dance floor of the outside 
stage both evenings. Everyone 

had smiles on their faces, and 
some were singing along with 
the bands – that tells me you 
were having fun.

I hope all of you continue 
to attend Slovenefest every 
year and volunteer to help at 
the gates, the beer truck, or 
with the shuttle. Many of us 
want to pass along the torch to 
the younger generation – we 
need you!

Congratulations to Morgan 

Sinan who was crowned Miss 
SNPJ 2024. She will be an 
outstanding representative for 
SNPJ. Enjoy your reign!

How many of you remem-
ber back 67 years ago to the 
crowning of the first Miss 
SNPJ? Who would have 
thought that the pageant would 
survive all these years!

SNPJ Heritage Center 
Committee members were 
busy throughout Slovenefest 

weekend, greeting lots of 
shoppers. We thank you for 
stopping by the museum and 
gift shop. The Heritage Center 
will remain open on Saturdays 
from 1 to 5 p.m. through Labor 
Day weekend. There are many 
new items available that you 
may want to check out.

We’re already winding 
down summer, and as Sep-
tember approaches we look 
forward to Labor Day week-

end at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center.

Mark your calendars for 
music in the Gostilna on Fri-
day, Sept. 1, featuring KTB 
from 8 to 11 p.m. The annual 
National SNPJ Days picnic at 
the Heritage Pavilion is sched-
uled Sunday, Sept. 3, with 
entertainment by Klancnik & 
Friends alternating with the 
Joe Grkman Orchestra from 
1 to 7 p.m. See you there!

NEw SNPJ PORtAl
FROM PAgE 1 

You do have the option 
to keep the username and 
password you currently have 
for PolicyView, but you will 
have to register it in the new 
system. The current usernames 
and passwords will not be 

automatically replicated to the 
new portal.

If you haven’t yet taken ad-
vantage of using PolicyView, 
then after Sept. 1 is a good time 
to access the portal and provide 
a username and password to 
see all of the information about 
your policies.

As you are aware, SNPJ 
does not provide information 
regarding policies or annuities 
over the phone, so accessing 
your own policies through 
the portal will provide you 
with most, if not all, of the 
information you are seeking.

This information also ap-

plies to all SNPJ sales agents 
who access their clients’ 
information through Policy 
View. You will be required to 
register in the portal.

Access to the portal will 
once again be obta ined 
through the SNPJ website, 
snpj.org.

SNPJ switching to a new portal system in September

by JERRy WATSON
Lodge 34 Secretary/Treasurer

iNDiaNaPoLiS — Do-
ber dan! SNPJ Lodge 34 
members held their second 
quarterly meeting on June 30.

The meeting included 
preparing and serving the 
Friday night dinner at the 
Slovenian National Home 
(SNH). Many diners enjoyed 
the homemade chicken salad 
prepared by Lodge President 
Mary Dragan. The volunteer 
bartenders provided all of 
the liquid refreshments, and 
Lodge 34 provided all of the 
food. All dinner proceeds 
were donated to the SNH.

Our next Lodge event is 
planned Saturday, Aug. 12, 
at the SNH, 2717 West 10th 
St. Our Lodge will provide 
200 krofe to be sold at the 
Slovenski Festival. If any 

Lodge members would like 
to help sell the krofe, let one 
of your Lodge officers know. 
The festival starts at 2 p.m.

The Slovenski Festival 
is a great time to visit with 
Lodge members, and the 
food is outstanding. Besides 
the krofe, potica will also be 
available for purchase. The 
potica is made by a volun-
teer group of bakers at the 
SNH throughout the year; 
several Lodge 34 members 
are included in this volun-
teer group.

For more information on 
the Indianapolis Slovenski 
Festival, visit https://slove-
niannationalhomeindy.com.

The third quarterly Lodge 
meeting will be held Friday, 
Sept. 15, starting at 7 p.m. at 
the SNH. Please make plans 
to join us.

Lodge 34 readies for 
SNH Slovenski Festival

SNPJ Lodge 34 members take a well-deserved break 
after feeding the hungry dinner crowd at the Indianapolis 
Slovenian National Home in June.

by JEANNETTE HuMPHREy
Lodge 603

SaMSuLa, Fla. — SNPJ 
Lodge 603 has remained busy 
throughout the summer. Hall 
Manager Cindy Griswold has 
repairmen in fixing the walls, 
ceilings, etc., damaged by 
Hurricanes Ian and Nicole. 
Our next business meeting and 
covered dish meal is scheduled 
Monday, Sept. 11, starting at 
6:30 p.m.

Hannah Jones and Lodge 
President Connie Massey are 
preparing and serving the 
meal for the Aug. 27 dinner 
dance hosted by the Daytona 
Polish Club and featuring The 
Melotones Band. Reservations 
are required for the meal; con-
tact the Lodge Hall at (386) 
428-3983 or Cindy Griswold 
at (386) 689-9454. The cost 
for the meal and dance is $25. 
Dancing is scheduled from 2 
to 4:30 p.m.; admission for the 
dance only is $15. The dance 
is open to the public.

Many thanks to Nadine 
Slucher who came to the 
rescue for Youth Circle 57 
on Mother’s Day by making 
the gifts given to the mothers 
attending the dinner. Each 
mother was given a bud vase 
with flowers, neatly tied with 
a bow. It’s a longtime tradition 
for the Circle members to 
make corsages or give flowers 
on Mother’s Day.

Former Lodge 603 Presi-
dent George Benedict deliv-
ered the Lodge eulogy for 
a celebration of life held in 
memory of late member Eli 
N. Crow Jr. on July 8. George 
also gave a brief history of our 
Lodge. A second celebration 
of life, for Cassandra Stowe, 
was held at our Lodge hall on 
July 15.

Chris Galbreath, 85, grand-
son of the late Christine Jontes, 
a founding officer of our Lodge 
when it was formed in 1926, 
passed away in January 2023 
at his home in Samsula that he 

shared with his sister, Lodge 
603 member Marcy Lynn 
Galbreath.  A family gathering 
was held Feb. 18 at their home 
following the funeral service. 

Chris was a retired Naval 
pilot and became a deputy with 
the Volusia County Sheriff’s 
Department, then joined the 
Florida National Guard in 
1983. He retired from the 
Army in 1991, receiving sev-
eral stars and medals during 
his career. He was the son of 
Westall and Elsie Galbreath. 
Many of you will remember 
Elsie as our hall manager for 
many years.

Our Lodge was saddened 
by the recent passing of Randy 
Fisher, 70. A supporter of our 
Lodge activities, Randy and 
his wife Heather volunteered 
whenever possible. His daugh-
ter, Holly Fisher Pell, and her 
children are members of Lodge 
603 and Youth Circle 57. A 
service for Randy is planned 
at our Lodge hall on Sunday, 

Aug. 6, starting at 2 p.m.
The Samsula Woman’s 

Club has set Saturday, Dec. 
2, as the date for the annual 
Holiday Craft Show at our 
Lodge hall from 8 a.m. until 
2 p.m. Vendors should contact 
Cindy Griswold at (386) 689-
9454 to rent a space for the 
show. Breakfast and lunch will 
be available from the kitchen;  
baked goods will be sold by 
club members. The club’s new 
cookbook should be available 
for purchase by that date.

Congratulations to all who 
helped with Slovenefest held 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center 
the weekend of July 7-9, and 
to Morgan Sinan, our newly-
crowned Miss SNPJ 2024. 
Morgan and her sister, Miss 
SNPJ 2023 Madison Sinan,  are 
the daughters of Maurice and 
Kathleen Sinan. The Sinans 
are members of SNPJ Lodge 
782 in Glenshaw, Pa.

See you soon at the Lodge 
hall!

Hurricane cleanup continues at the Lodge 603 Hall
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PROSVEtA Crossword
FOuRTH OF JuLy (#0723) solution

by EVELyN DIMPFL
Lodge 749 Secretary

JohNSTowN, Pa. — Wow! 
What a great crowd and a won-
derful time at the Slovenian 
Home in Yukon, Pa., on April 
23! SNPJ Region 1 Vice Presi-
dent Maury Sinan sponsored a 
free dance for all Lodges in his 
region, and I was able to attend.

I was returning from Co-
lumbus, Ohio, for my grand-
son’s Confirmation, so when 
I came to the Yukon exit on 
I-70, I took it and found the 
hall. I ran into several people I 
know, among whom were Mar-
ian Bartosh and her friends, 
Sam, Kitty and Fran; and Ken 
Zakraysek, his wife Kim, and 
their daughter Jennifer. It was 
nice to talk to President Evan-
ish and his mother, as well 
as Miss SNPJ 2023 Madison 

Sinan’s grandmother.  
A few weeks later, my 

friend Bob and I returned to 
Yukon for another dance and 
again enjoyed seeing Marian 
Bartosh and Fran. We enjoyed 
the music of the Bill Bevec 
Orchestra, especially since 
Bill is a Johnstowner from 
the Lorain Borough area. The 
band sounded great, and I even 
danced a bit!

Lodge member Frank Med-
vesek was recently notified that 
he has outlived his SNPJ life 
insurance policy.

Member Julie Wagner is 
heavily involved in the Johns-
town Slavic Fest which will 
be held Sept. 15-16 at the Dis-
covery Center in Johnstown. 
Slavic Fest is always a well at-
tended event, and hopefully the 
members of the SNPJ Heritage 

Center Committee will again 
be in attendance.

With regrets, I must extend 
condolences to family mem-
bers of those who have passed 
away recently. Sympathies are 
extended to the families of 
Theresa Kravnikar, Eugene J. 
Kramer, Carol Kociban, and 
Peter Kuharchek III.

Member Robert R. Mey-
ers passed away on May 9, 
2023. He was the son of the 
late Richard and Ethel Mey-
ers. His sister, Jean Meyers, 
also predeceased him. He is 
mourned by his wife, Deborah 
Buchan, children Justin Mey-
ers and Corissa Gracan, and 
two grandchildren.  

Our Lodge also mourns the 
passing of Joseph Vasilko who 
served as our president for 58 
years. He passed away in the 

early hours of June 10.
Joe was active in the SNPJ,  

bowling in the local SNPJ 
league and in many SNPJ Na-
tional Bowling Tournaments 
– he was a great bowler. Joe 
enjoyed many years attending 
Family Weeks at the Recre-
ation Center when his children 
were young, and then many 
years of Pensioners Week, later 
known as Senior Roundup.

Joe leaves behind his wife, 
Joanne, of 63 years; children 
James, Jerry and Judy; five 
grandchildren, J.J. Vasilko 
(Sarah), Julie Vasilko Reitauer 
(Phil), Haley Vasilko, Dana 
Vasilko, and Jason Edsall; 
and five great-grandchildren, 
Logan, Carson and Cole Reit-
nauer, and Jillian and Jocelyn 
Vasilko. Deepest sympathies 
to all of you.

Lodge 749 saddened by the loss of former president

SNPJ National Balina Tournament
Saturday & Sunday, Sept. 2-3, 2023

at the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Lodge NumberName

$20 per team entry fee for men’s and women’s competition.
ENTRY DEaDLiNE is aug. 30, 2023
Return this form, along with entry fees, to:

SNPJ Recreation Center
270 Martin Rd., Enon Valley, PA 16120 

Phone: 1-877-767-5732
Make checks payable to SNPJ

Tournament Secretary:
Denny Brand, SNPJ District 2 athletic Director

e-mail: dhbrand3517@gmail.com
The Home Office will verify all memberships.

Team name _____________________________________
Team captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

1.

2.

3.

4.

Lodge No.Name

individual Event

1.

2.

3.

4.

Lodge No.Name

Team Event

79th SNPJ National golf Tournament
at Bedford Trails Golf Course

713 Bedford Rd., Coitsville, OH 44436
Phone: (330) 536-2234 • www.bedfordtrails.com

Saturday, Sept. 2, 2023
8 a.m. Shotgun Start

Entry fee for team and individual events is $53 per member. 
For individual event only, entry fee is $48 per member.

Entry fee includes greens fees, golf cart, prize fund.

Return this form, along with entry fees, to:
David Sankovich, SNPJ District 3 athletic Director

P.O. Box 485, Bessemer, PA 16112
e-mail: david.sankovich@aol.com
Make checks payable to SNPJ

ENTRY DEADLINE IS AUG. 25, 2023
The Home Office will verify all memberships. 

Complete tournament rules are available by contacting the 
SNPJ Home Office, 247 W. Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 15126

SNPJ Membership Anniversaries 
August 2023

 lodge Member
 2 Rick J. Oberch
 2 Michael P. Franzen
 6 James A. Kaucic
 6 Albert H. Saussol
 6 Paula Wilson
 33 Luann Berkley
 41 Jerry E. Bozic
 87 Edward J. Marvich
 87 Renee L. Weimer
 106 Rosemary Mukai
 138 Charles L. Blough
 138 Shirley J. Blough
 138 Dennis J. Pintar

 lodge Member
 216 Robert W. Janson
 225 Deborah L. Willis
 304 Donna L. Kaufman
 584 James A. Krainc
 584 Linda L. Christensen
 584 Suzanne M. Cook
 689 Kenneth D. Dimick
 723 Michelle L. Upchurch
 729 Edward Golobish
 729 Elizabeth A. Ruzina
 749 Gary W. Kuzma
 776 Tim P. McCurley
 A01 Curtis Frantz

50-Year Members

 lodge Member
 1 Kenneth Podbevsek
 2 Robert J. Cusick
 2 Nancy J. Fohrell
 2 Charles M. Rundle
 31 Timothy J. Sandor
 33 Barbara J. Randel
 33 Linda J. Rosenquist
 41 Lawrence J. Horvat
 87 Thomas P. Gradisek
 89 Donna J. Yanosik
 174 William H. Falbo

 lodge Member
 216 Charles W. Flajnik
 218 Evelyn E. Skiles
 218 Richard J. Wolfert
 225 Richard A. Spacek
 225 Kenneth J. Rogel
 254 Carol A. Cekada
 257 Patricia R. Hunter
 562 Jo Ann Jablonski
 562 Carole Hurst
 643 Alexandria V. Copich
 745 Gail A. Farrar

60-Year Members

 lodge Member
 41 Mary A. Tomey
 138 Dorothy J. Bruce
 158 Mary Y. Zigman
 257 Ruth M. Abbott
 257 Dolores Paletta

 lodge Member
 559 Shirley M. Malinowski
 576 Irene M. Henkel
 584 Betty J. Kunstel
 677 Norma J. Benovich

70-Year Members

80-Year Members
 lodge Member
 604 Andrew Mihevc by PATTI EVANISH

Lodge 715 Secretary

uNivERSaL, Pa. — Comets 
Lodge 715 sponsored an ice-
breaking event for the SNPJ 
Young Adult Conference the 
evening of Friday, June 16. 

The Young Adult delegates 
were divided into random 
teams which then participated 
in a mini-golf tournament at 
the SNPJ Recreation Center 
putt-putt course. Thanks to 
Justin Rigler and Alyssa Urban 
for helping to organize the 
four-person teams, along with 
creating some fun challenges 
at each hole.

The participants also had 
to answer some Slovenian 
trivia questions along the way, 
which provided an extra twist 
to the contest. Congratulations 
to the winning team of Nick 
Horabik (158), Jason Rigler 
(449), Michelle Von Merta-

Sustarich (304), and Kara 
Maruszak (142). 

Thanks again for allowing 
our Lodge to be part of your 
weekend; we hope to be able 
to support another event at next 
year’s YAC.

We would like to thank the 
many members of our Lodge, 
along with extended family 
and friends, who participated 
in our second annual Slo-
venefest Polka Crawl. Lodge 
member Luke Samsa designed 
an amazing bandana that 
was provided to those who 
participated. Joe Samsa and 
Jamie Evanish sponsored the 
give-away, which was proudly 
displayed by the group as they 
strolled from one polka loca-
tion to another.

We look forward to next 
year’s crawl and even more 
Brothers and Sisters joining 
in on the fun.

Lodge 715 supports the 
Young Adult Conference

Comets Lodge 715 members [from left] BAIlEY RUStON, 
BOBBIE kURtA, JUlI kURtA, kAREN URBAN, PAttI 
EVANISH and JAMIE EVANISH participated in and/or 
assisted with the ice-breaker activity the Lodge hosted 
during the SNPJ young Adult Conference in June.

Participants 
in the second 
annual Comets 
Lodge 715
Slovenefest 
Polka Crawl, 
sporting the 
bandanas 
designed
for the event.

SNPJ National Bean Bag Toss Tournament
Saturday, Sept. 2, 2023, starting at 3 p.m.
at the SNPJ Recreation Center, Borough of SNPJ, Pa.

1.

2.

1.

2.

Lodge No.Name

Entry Fee: $10 per two-man team
Return this form, along with entry fees, to:

SNPJ Recreation Center
270 Martin Rd., Enon Valley, PA 16120 

Phone: 1-877-767-5732
Make checks payable to SNPJ

Tournament Secretary:
Jason Cadez, SNPJ District 1 athletic Director

e-mail: cadez138@gmail.com
The SNPJ Home Office will verify all memberships.

Team 1 captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

Team 2 captain’s name, phone number & e-mail address:

(Team 1 captain)

(Team 2 captain)

Select Entry Division:
 Men’s/Co-ed Women’s

by DANIELLA VOLPE
Lodge 158 Treasurer

EuCLiD, ohio — Is that 
a school bell I hear? That’s 
right, it’s almost time to bust 
out those new notebooks and 
send your little ones on their 
way back to school. Fret not, 
however; we still have a little 
bit of summer left – and we 
intend to use it wisely.

Before we look forward 
though, we must look back, 
including celebrating with a 
few of our favorites here at 
Lodge 158. We extend some 
big happy-belated-birthday 
wishes to website coordinator 
and Recording Secretary Liz 
Smrdel (July 5); as well as to 
Dan Horabik (July 4), who 

Loyalites Lodge 158 looks back on a full calendar
you can always find helping 
us out with all of our events, 
especially this year’s SNPJ 
National Bowling Tourna-
ment. We may have missed 
making the announcements, 
but we definitely didn’t miss 
out on the fun!

While we’re going back 
in time, we want to thank 
everyone who showed up for 
our annual picnic at the SNPJ 
Farm in Kirtland, Ohio. We 
had some beautiful weather 
and got to see everyone there 
celebrating with their dads 
on Father’s Day. The amaz-
ing Garrett Tatano Band put 
on a great show for everyone 
and kept the music going all 
day long.

We want to thank all of our 
volunteers for helping us out, 
as well as the SNPJ Farm for 
maintaining such beautiful 
grounds that allow us to host 
our events year after year. Be 
sure to keep up with all of the 
Farm picnic dates and events 
for the season via their Face-
book page and on most of the 
local polka radio programs.

Looking a little further 
back, a huge thank you to ev-
eryone who participated in the 
National Bowling Tournament 
this year. We love hosting the 
tournament and getting to see 
everyone from far and wide. 
Congratulations to everyone 
who won, but let’s be honest 
– we all look forward to the 
Gostilna on Saturday more 
than anything!

Now onto the new. Huge 
congratulations are in order for 
all of the lovely young ladies 
who participated in the 2023 
Miss SNPJ Pageant over Slo-
venefest weekend, and special 

congratulations to the 2024 
titleholders: Miss Fraternal-
ism 2024 Cara Fabian (218), 
Miss Talent Anna Mack (138), 
and Miss Activity and your 
new Miss SNPJ 2024 Morgan 
Sinan (782). We cannot wait to 
see you throughout your reign 
this year, and we know that 
you will represent the Society 
so well.

A big thank you to the entire 
Miss SNPJ Pageant Commis-
sion for their hard work over 
the past year to make this 
pageant possible.

Be sure to keep an eye out 
for all things related to Loy-
alites Lodge 158 via PROS-
VETA, Facebook, or our 
website, snpj158.wordpress.
com. We always have some-
thing new in store, so be sure 
you’re the first to know!

Final ly, we send our 
thoughts and prayers to any 
and all ailing and deceased 
members and their families 
during this difficult time.



6 PROSVETA
August 1, 2023 snpj.org • prosveta@snpj.com

SNPJ fraternal sympathies

PROSVETA 2023 Publication Dates

Publication dates are highlighted in black boxes; deadline dates are circled. The deadline for submissions is noon 
on the dates circled above. Submissions may be mailed to PROSVETA, 247 West Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 
15126; faxed to (724) 695-1555; e-mailed to prosveta@snpj.com; or submitted via the Publications section of the 
SNPJ website, snpj.org.
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Sis. MARy E. PLETERSKI (603)

Sis. Mary E. Pleterski
• Lodge 603 •

SaMSuLa, Fla. — The 
Pleterski family and the mem-
bers of Lodge 603 sadly report 
the Aug. 29, 2022, passing of 
Sis. Mary Elizabeth Pleterski, 
81, at Halifax Hospital Hos-
pice, Edgewater, Fla. 

Sis. Pleterski was born Sept. 
13, 1940, to Rufus and Sarah 
Evans. She was a lifetime 
resident of New Smyrna Beach 
and Samsula. Mary attended 
Live Oak Elementary School 
and Live Oak High School, 
graduating in 1958. Mary was 
a cheerleader for three years at 
Live Oak High.

She attended Daytona Com-
munity College, earning an 
associate science degree, and 
later transferred to the Univer-
sity of Central Florida where 
she achieved a bachelor of sci-
ence degree in social science. 

Mary worked for the Mental 
Health Association in Daytona 
Beach where she was an alco-
hol and drug abuse counselor. 
She later opened her own office 
on Canal Street in New Smyrna 
Beach and began a private 
practice, continuing alcohol 
and drug abuse counseling.

At the same time, she owned 
and operated Mary’s Corner, a 
gourmet shop that was located 
on the corner of Canal and 
Faulkner streets. Mary also 
was a big help to her husband 
on their vegetable farm in 
Samsula, and sold produce on 
Saturdays at the New Smyrna 
Farmers Market. 

A 60-year member of  SNPJ 
Lodge 603, Mary was also 
active in a number of organiza-
tions. She served on the board 
of directors of the International 
Herb Association, and made 
many presentations to students 
at local schools informing them 
about alcoholism, drug abuse 
and mental health.

She was known for mak-
ing the best chicken perlou, 
making huge pots for most 
Lodge 603 Hall events. For 
a number of years she and 

her husband greeted guests at 
the front door during Florida 
SNPJ Day festivities, offering 
home baked bread and salt for 
good luck and health, fresh 
baked potica, orange juice and 
homemade wine. 

Survivors include her hus-
band, Jack; a son, James “Jim” 
Pleterski; a daughter, Sara 
Brown; a son-in-law; Steve 
Brown; two grandchildren, 
Andrew Brown (girlfriend 
Leslie Galbreath), and Abbie 
(Chris) Schlatter; and three 
great-grandchildren. She was 
preceded in death by her 
parents; a sister, Sarah Ruth 
Manning; and a brother, Bill 
Evans.

Memorial services for Sis. 
Pleterski were held at Settle-
Wilder Funeral Home, New 
Smyrna Beach, and at the SNPJ 
Lodge 603 Hall with a recep-
tion of food and drinks. Pastor 
Mike Tomazin officiated, with 
presentations by Jim Pleterski, 
Jeane Novotny and George 
Benedict.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 603 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Pleterski’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Edna A. Phillips
• Lodge 6 •

SYgaN, Pa. — The members 
of Lodge 6 sadly report the 
Jan. 18, 2023, passing of Sis. 
Edna “Ann” Phillips, 95, of 
Washington, Pa., in Washing-
ton Hospital.

Sis. Phillips was born 
June 14, 1927, a daughter of 
the late Alfred and Lenore 
Pabst Wagner. A graduate of 
Washington High School, Ann 
had worked as a sales clerk 
for J.C. Penney. A 47-year 
SNPJ Lodge 6 member, she 
was also a member of Broad 
Street Baptist Church.

She enjoyed playing cards, 
doing jigsaw and crossword 
puzzles, quilting, and making 
purses. At the Washington 
Senior Center, Ann enjoyed 
participating in their entertain-
ment shows, during which she 
sang, danced and performed 
skits. She especially loved 
spending time with family 
and friends.

On July 28, 1950, she mar-
ried William Arthur Phillips, 
who died Aug. 8, 1985.

Surviving are two sons, 
Kenneth A. Phillips and Ron-
ald J. (Bonnie G. White) 
Phillips; a daughter, Dianne 
(Lloyd) Jenkins; a daughter-
in-law, Mary A. Phillips; 11 
grandchildren; and eight great-

grandchildren.
In addition to her parents 

and husband, she was pre-
deceased by a son, John R. 
Phillips.

Services for Sis. Phillips 
were held Jan. 23 at William 
G. Neal Funeral Homes, Ltd., 
Washington. Burial followed 
in Mt. Prospect Cemetery, 
Hickory, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 6 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Sis. 
Phillips’ family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Shirley M. Gibson
• Lodge 138 •

STRaBaNE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the Feb. 21, 2023, pass-
ing of Sis. Shirley Marie Gib-
son, 85, of Bulger, Pa.

Sis. Gibson was born Jan. 
19, 1938, in Oakdale, Pa., a 
daughter of the late Walter F. 
and Mary Hribar Partin.

Shirley was a graduate of 
West Allegheny High School. 
She loved reading, and playing 
bingo and pinochle.

On Sept. 15, 1961, she mar-
ried Walter H. Gibson, who 
passed Feb. 22, 2022.

Surviving are two daugh-
ters, Helen Gibson of Weirton, 
W.Va., and Jannell (Ralph) 
Rance of McDonald, Pa.; two 
grandchildren, Danielle and 
Jonathan Rance; four sisters, 
Betty Partin, Virginia Manius, 
Gertrude Hlavay and Dolores 
Abner, all of Oakdale; and 
two brothers, Clifford Partin 
of Oakdale and Walter Partin 
of Michigan.

Deceased are two brothers, 
Eugene and Robert Partin.

A blessing service for Sis. 
Gibson was held Feb. 24 at 
Nation Funeral Home, Inc., 
McDonald. Interment followed 
in Oakdale Cemetery.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our condolences to Sis. 
Gibson’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. Ronald L. Fonte
• Lodge 245 •

LawRENCE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 245 sadly 
report the March 20, 2023, 
passing of Bro. Ronald L. 
Fonte, 75, of McMurray, Pa. 

Born March 25, 1947, 
Bro. Fonte was the son of Pat 
Heckathorn and was adopted 
by George “Huck” and Mary 
Fonte. He was a 57-year SNPJ 

member.
He was the loving hus-

band of Judy Herder Fonte; 
stepfather of Bill (Stacy) 
Herder and Aimee (Erich) 
Nordmann; grandfather of 
Michael and Beth Herder, and 
Anna Nordmann; brother of 
Nancy Walker, Debbie Kelly, 
Ron Heckathorn and the late 
Bernard Heckathorn Jr., and 
Lee Fonte and Howard Fonte. 
He is also survived by many 
nieces and nephews.

Ron served as an Army he-
licopter mechanic in the Viet-
nam War. He loved animals. 
His fur-babies, Prince, Caesar 
and Crystal, are missing him.

Ron’s big passion was his 
music. He was a drummer, a 
bass and rhythm guitarist, and 
the lead singer in his band, 
which had many names, includ-
ing Ronnie Walker Country.

Ron also loved converting 
Flxible and Eagle buses into 
beautiful RV coaches, and had 
an article published on bus 
restoration.

Services for Bro. Fonte, 
with full military honors, were 
held March 28 at the National 
Cemetery of the Alleghenies, 
Cecil Twp., Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 245 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our condolences to Bro. 
Fonte’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. Joseph E. McGarry
• Lodge 138 •

STRaBaNE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the April 3, 2023, 
passing of Bro. Joseph Elliott 
“Magoo” McGarry, 78, at his 
home in Canonsburg, Pa., sur-
rounded by his wife and family.

Bro. McGarry was born 
Feb. 11, 1945, in York, Pa., 
the son of the late Clarence 
and Rebecca McGarry. For 
several years he lived in York 
and Philadelphia, and at a 
young age his family moved 
to Canonsburg. 

In his younger years he was 
an active member of the Boy 
Scouts of America. He was an 
avid bowler, participating in the 
City League, and the SNPJ and 
White Eagles leagues.

Joe was a 1963 graduate of 
Canon-McMillan High School 
and attended Slippery Rock 
University. He graduated from 
SRU in 1968 with a degree in 
education, majoring in social 
studies. He continued his 
education at Slippery Rock, 
where he received his master’s 
equivalent. He was the swim 
team manager for two and a 

half years, and during that 
time Slippery Rock won state 
championships.

He was a member of Alpha 
Chi Rho fraternity at Slippery 
Rock and remained very close 
to many of his fraternity broth-
ers. He enjoyed performing in 
AXP fraternity skits. Joe loved 
attending his 50th class reunion 
at Slippery Rock in 2018, and 
until recently he returned for 
every homecoming and alumni 
weekend.

After his graduation from 
Slippery Rock, he taught social 
studies at Canon-McMillan for 
36½ years until his retirement 
in 2004.

During his teaching career 
he taught swimming as part of 
an after-school program. Joe 
was a PIAA swimming offi-
ciant and judged many of the 
local high school swim meets. 
He closely followed Canon-
McMillan athletics, especially 
wrestling, and traveled with 
friends to the Pennsylvania 
State Wrestling Tournaments. 
In the past, he served on the 
Canon-McMillan Community 
Scholarship Foundation.

He loved his students and 
would always take time to ask 
about them and their families. 
His wife, Carmina, was always 
amazed by how he would rec-
ognize students that he taught 
so many years before, and in 
many cases he taught multiple 
generations in the same family.

Joe served the Canonsburg 
community as a borough 
councilman from 2012 until 
2020. During that time he held 
numerous positions, includ-
ing Council vice-chairman, 
and sat on the Public Safety 
Committee, the Negotiations 
Committee and the Public 
Works Committee.

A 40-year SNPJ Lodge 138 
member, he was also a member 
of the Polish National Associa-
tion, the Polish National Union 
Club, and the Italian-American 
Cultural & Heritage Society.

He had been a Pittsburgh 
Steelers season ticket holder 
since 1970 and loved attending 
the games with his buddies. 
He was also a huge Pittsburgh 
Penguins fan. His second love 
was the Philadelphia sports 
teams. He was so excited when 

the Eagles won the Super Bowl 
in 2017. 

He enjoyed playing the lot-
tery and going to the casino for 
fun with family and friends. He 
especially looked forward to 
spending afternoons laughing, 
eating and gambling with his 
brother-in-law, his cousins and 
his friends.

On Sept. 24, 2011, he mar-
ried Carmina V. Vitullo, who 
survives. He is also survived 
by his in-laws, Joseph and 
Kathleen Werner Vitullo; 
a nephew, Timothy Vitullo 
(Courtney O’Connell); a niece, 
Nicole (Anthony) Gaetano; 
and a great-nephew, Lorenzo. 
Additional survivors include 
cousins, step-grandsons Lu-
cas and Landon Strimel, a 
nephew, a great-niece, and 
great-nephews. He was the last 
of his immediate family.

Being an only child, he 
was thrilled to become part 
of the large Italian Vitullo 
and Gigliotti families, and he 
enjoyed the family gatherings 
and traditions. He will be 
deeply missed by far too many 
friends to mention.

He was preceded in death 
by his first wife, Rose Spadaro 
McGarry; and a nephew, Louis 
Spadaro.

Joe was always upbeat and 
had an amazing sense of humor 
that lit up any room he entered. 
Melanie Shawn, in her book 
“Sweet Reunion,” put Joe’s 
philosophy about life perfectly. 
As Joe believed, “He never 
met a stranger. Every person 
in the world, to him, was just 
a friend he had not met yet. He 
always saw the good in people. 
Sometimes, that is all he would 
see, even if no one else could 
see it.” Joe’s greatest wish is for 
everyone to live as he did: Make 
every stranger your friend, and 
look for the good in everyone.

A funeral service for Bro. 
McGarry was held April 8 at 
All Saints Greek Orthodox 
Church, Canonsburg. Burial 
followed in Queen of Heaven 
Cemetery, McMurray, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Bro. 
McGarry’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

kAREN A. PINtAR
National Secretary/COO

dEAtHS REPORtEd
For the month of June 2023
   dAtE OF
lOdgE NAME dEAtH CItY, StAtE
 A02 Marie J. Koller 03-20-2023 Harleysville, Pa.
 2 Pamela J. Wiese 05-21-2023 Peru, Ill.
 5 Shirley J. Yappel 12-25-2022 Winter Haven, Fla.
 5 Elizabeth Ann Milosovic 04-29-2023 Westlake, Ohio
 6 Howard J. Mirt 09-14-2020 Rochester, N.Y.
 6 Margaret Laurash 04-21-2023 Bethel Park, Pa.
 6 Jo Ann Iagnemma 04-22-2023 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 6 Thomas J. Smart 05-31-2023 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 8 Dorothy L. Woynovich 03-19-2021 Dyer, Ind.
 31 Cindy A. Tonks 03-13-2023 Charleston, S.C.
 31 JoAnn M. Bogolin 03-17-2023 Hermitage, Pa.
 31 Clifford A. Toth 06-07-2023 Pulaski, Pa.
 41 Michael Thomas Bebar 05-06-2023 Greensburg, Pa.
 41 Ted L Hollobaugh 06-09-2023 Latrobe, Pa.
	 89	 Frank	J.	Urbanic	 10-13-2022	 Chesterfield,	Va.
 158 Daniel J. Potocar 02-16-2023 Seven Hills, Ohio
	 218	 Bernice	E.	Martinez	 05-12-2023	 Bloomfield,	N.M.
 225 Frances S. Ales 05-21-2023 Arma, Kan.
 254 Lucetta C. Strayer 12-30-2022 Johnstown, Pa.
 254 Dorothy S. Bell 04-16-2023 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 257 Michael C. Redli 05-17-2023 Brunswick, Ohio
 274 Cameron M. Holeda 07-08-2022 Weeki Wachee, Fla.
 358 Samuel Ronshak 11-24-2021 Lisbon, Ohio
 562 Paula Jenkins 05-18-2023 Belmont, Ohio
 576 John P. Rupena 08-28-2021 El Dorado Hills, Calif.
 576 Victor J. Nared 03-06-2023 Mentor, Ohio
 576 Agnes M. Farroni 05-19-2023 Willoughby, Ohio
	 584	 Betty	J.	Klinka	 03-21-2023	 Greenfield,	Wis.
 584 Elsie Jean Taramelli 04-12-2023 Duluth, Minn.
 584 Gail B. Jubala 05-14-2023 Hermantown, Minn.
 584 Cynthia W. Hayes 05-16-2023 Lisbon, Wis.
 584 Sandra J. VanderHyden	 06-05-2023	 Greenfield,	Wis.
 603 Mary E. Pleterski 08-29-2022 New Smyrna Beach, Fla.
 604 Jean I. Lipovec 05-16-2023 Painesville, Ohio
 614 Ruth V. Tressler 01-26-2017 North Canton, Ohio
 665 Dorothy Ferlan 10-30-2022 Gibsonia, Pa.
 677 Dorothy L. Modi 07-25-2022 Allen Park, Mich.
 689 Daniel P. Wegner 02-16-2023 Vale, Ore.
 715 Michael Orlic 04-14-2009 North Versailles, Pa.
 715 Judith A. Polozker 05-24-2022 Queen Creek, Ariz.
 715 Adrienne J. Fitzroy 12-30-2022 Verona, Pa.
 715 Frank Vinski 03-16-2023 Gibsonia, Pa.
 721 William F. Rupnick 04-15-2023 East Palestine, Ohio
 723 Alice E. DeLong 01-20-2023 Redondo Beach, Calif.
 729 Shirley L. Black 04-26-2023 Greensburg, Pa.
 749 Robert R. Meyers 05-09-2023 Johnstown, Pa.
 749 Joseph P. Vasilko 06-10-2023 Johnstown, Pa.
 776 Joseph A. Tonya 05-08-2023 New Middletown, Ohio
 782 Blanche A. Rodgers 08-12-2022 Cheswick, Pa.
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Cicero Neighbors Lodge 449 schedules Sept. meeting in downtown Chicago
by TINA RIgLER

Lodge 449 Secretary/Treasurer

CiCERo, ill. — Lodge 449 
members held their most recent 
meeting on June 11 at the home 
of Justin Rigler.

Secretary Tina Rigler read 
all correspondence and gave 
the financial report. Tina also 
reported that the Lodge re-
ceived a check from the Home 
Office for the SNPJ member 
award.

During this meeting, Justin 
Rigler, the chairman of the 
2023 Young Adult Conference, 
gave an update regarding the 
upcoming conference at which 
the delegates will be working 
on projects around the SNPJ 
Recreation Center, as well as 
collecting donations for the 
Young Adult community ser-

JUStIN RIglER 
grilled the 
čevapčiči	that	
was served along 
with member 
contributions to 
the indoor picnic 
held following the 
Lodge 449 June 
meeting.

vice project. Donations will be 
collected until Aug. 31.

This year’s service project 
is the WaterWheel Foundation, 
which collects donations for 
local nonprofit organizations 
in the communities where the 
touring band Phish tours and 
selects beneficiaries from 
across the county for many 
causes, including helping 
women and children, assisting 
the homeless, protecting the 
environment, and many more.

Donations collected will 
be made in memory of late 
SNPJ Fraternal Director Kevin 
Richards who was a big part in 
the lives of many of the young 
adults who grew up in the SNPJ.

If you would like to donate, 
mail a check to the SNPJ Home 
Office, Att’n: YAC, 247 West 

Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA  
15126. Checks should be pay-
able to SNPJ; be sure to note 
“YAC Project” on the memo 
line. 

Lodge 449 members Lanie 
Maresh, Robert Rigler and 
Jason Rigler also attended the 
Young Adult Conference.   

Edward Dabrowski, Vince 
Rigler and Tina Rigler reported 
that they attended the Music & 
Craft Festival held at the SNPJ 
Farm in Kirtland, Ohio, on 
May 20 and had a great time 
meeting up with other SNPJ 
members and listening to all 
the music from the many bands 
performing both inside and 
out. Congratulations to SNPJ 
Region 3 Vice President Don 
Srnick for organizing a well run 
festival with great bands, good 

food and drinks, and a variety 
of craft vendors.

Meredith and Lanie Maresh 
reported that their brother, 
Patrick, was the recipient of 
a service dog named Skeeter.  
Congratulations, Patrick! We 
look forward to seeing you and 
Skeeter at our next meeting.  

Members Vince Rigler and 
Justin Rigler entertained dur-
ing Slovenefest in the Gostilna. 
Lodge members Tina Rigler 
and Edward Dabrowski also 
attended Slovenefest and the 
Miss SNPJ Pageant.

The meeting awards were 
won by Edward Dabrowski and 
Tina Rigler. After the meet-
ing, members participated in 
an “indoor” picnic since the 
weather wasn’t cooperating, 
enjoying the čevapčiči grilled 

by Justin Rigler and other deli-
cious sides brought by Lodge 
members.

We’re looking forward to 
our next meeting which will 
be held Sept. 17 at a down-

town Chicago location to be 
determined. Members will be 
treated to Chicago-style pizza.  
If you would like to join us, 
contact Lodge Secretary Tina 
Rigler at (708) 257-8312.

Westmoreland Federation celebrates a dozen years 
of Pretty in Pink benefits

by LOIS DENNINg (41)
Westmoreland Fed Treasurer

YukoN, Pa. — It was a beau-
tiful day in the neighborhood 
on June 25 as the Westmo-
reland County Federation of 
SNPJ Lodges hosted the 12th 
annual Pretty in Pink fund-
raiser at the Yukon Slovenian 
Hall. It was a sea of pink... pink 
tablecloths, pink table deco-
rations, and loads of people 
dressed in all shades of pink!

Polka Classics were enter-
taining the crowd with polkas, 
waltzes, and other favorites. 
The kitchen was satisfying 
all the hungry patrons with 
klobase, Mary Ann Bebar’s 
homemade roast beef, haluski, 
hot dogs, and my famous Slo-
venian beans.

The bar was jammed with 
guests enjoying their favorite 
beverages, and the dessert 
table was overflowing with an 
assortment of sweets, includ-
ing potica donated by Fran 
Sinan, and the famous Lake 
Bled cake donated by Kathleen 
and Maury Sinan. Keith and 
Charlene Brinker from Jack-
sonville, Fla., couldn’t wait to 
taste this cake!

Our Chinese Auction was 
the largest yet, at 54 donated 
baskets, offering Slovenian 
wine, a car detailing package, 
golf packages, personal care 
items, gift cards, cash, and 
lottery baskets. A big thank 
you to all who donated!

Miss SNPJ Madison Sinan 
and her friend Blake, along 
with Larry Krance, manned 
the 50/50 ticket sales. Thanks 
for a super job raising $315 
for the winner, Annette, from 
Carnegie, Pa. And a big thank 
you to Annette for donating 
half of the winnings back to 
Pretty in Pink!

Many thanks to all the 
DJs who advertised for us 
and attended the event: Mark 
“Marko” Kuhns, Jerry Zagar, 
John Nalevanko, Jack Tady, 
Steve Novosel and Sharon 
Ujcich. Special thanks to Ed 
Gould for creating a fabulous 
CD advertising the fundraiser’s 
12th year that brings tears to 
my eyes every time I hear it.

Thanks to my cousin, 
Donna Cilli, and her daughter 
Rachelle for their help decorat-
ing, organizing and helping 
with the Chinese Auction. You 
two are signed up forever!

Much appreciation to Fed-
eration Vice President Rose 
Masarik (223) and Stephanie 
Klimchock (223) for their 
Lodge and club basket dona-

tion, and for their help with 
the Chinese Auction.

Many thanks to Yukon 
Lodge 729 and Joann Krance 
for their dessert donations and 
help at the bake sale table.  
Thanks as well to the Yukon 
Lodge and Hall for their basket 
donations. The salad money 
basket was a big hit! And a 
thank you to all the Krance 
grandchildren for all their 
help, along with dad, Tony, 
who assisted at the dessert 
table. Congratulations to all 
the Krances who won a few 
baskets!

And then there was the tire-
less kitchen crew: SNPJ Region 
1 Vice President Maury Sinan 
and his wife Kathleen; Federa-
tion Secretary JoAnn Raspot-
nik (41); Kristin “the Tornado” 
Derry (41), who is Mary Ann 
Bebar’s granddaughter; and 
my daughter, Jackie Denning 
(41). I can’t thank you enough 
for all of your help, and then 
cleaning and packing supplies 
at the end of the day.

Grateful thanks to the 
Yukon Hall crew, Linda 
Pocratsky, Carrie and Al 
Cosalter, for their bartending 
skills. You are awesome!

Special thanks to Federa-
tion President Mary Ann Bebar 
for her support with this event.  
Many donations were made 
in memory of Mary Ann’s 
husband, Tom, who passed on 
May 6, 2023. Tom was a faith-
ful companion and a volunteer 
for the Westmoreland Federa-
tion at the former Evanstown 
Picnic Grounds.

This was our 12th year 
of raising funds for cancer 
patients in need of essentials 
such as gas, groceries, cloth-
ing, etc., and the funds raised 
topped last year’s proceeds. 
Thank you all for your gener-
osity – you made a difference 
in a patient’s life.

Our sincere thanks to all 
who attended Pretty in Pink, 
2023. It was my pleasure to 
meet new people and reminisce 
with old friends. Without your 
continued support, this event 
wouldn’t be possible.

For those who sent dona-
tions, thank you for your 
generosity. Donations are 
accepted year round by mail 
to Lois Denning, 40 Peters 
Rd., Greensburg, PA 15601. 
Please make checks payable 
to the Westmoreland County 
Federation of SNPJ Lodges.

We’re looking forward to 
Pretty in Pink 2024, our 13th 
year!

[From left] Retired SNPJ Executive Assistant MARtHA 
kAlINA (106), Miss SNPJ 2023 MAdISON SINAN (782), 
and Westmoreland Federation President MARY ANN 
BEBAR (41) enjoyed the festivities of the 12th annual Pretty 
in Pink fundraiser.

[Above] Taking a break from their duties: lARRY kRANCE 
(729), MARY ANN BEBAR, JOANN RASPOtNIk (41), 
Miss SNPJ 2023 MAdISON SINAN, lOIS dENNINg (41), 
and SNPJ Region 1 Vice President MAURY SINAN.
[Below] Rachelle Cilli [left] and JACkIE dENNINg (41) 
[center] help identify the variety of Chinese Auction prizes 
available for a Pretty in Pink fundraiser guest.

MISS SNPJ 2024
FROM PAgE 1 

much for everything you do for the 
pageant and Slovenefest. Without 
these programs, a considerable part 
of my life would feel empty. 

Beyond the logistics, the Miss 
SNPJ sisterhood has left an indelible 
mark on my heart. The Miss SNPJ 
sisterhood has embraced me with 
open arms, and I am honored to be a 
part of this incredible legacy.

Thank you from the depths of my 

heart to everyone who supported me 
on this remarkable journey. I am in-
credibly grateful for the unwavering 
support and love of my family, whose 
belief in me has been my guiding light, 
and to my parents for getting me in-
volved with SNPJ in any way possible.

I remember my parents having us 
help restock and organize the SNPJ 
Heritage Center gift shop and vol-
unteering at all the events that came 
with it. It seemed tedious then, but its 
impact on my SNPJ experience was 

substantial.
To my sister Madison, who 

crowned me as we made history as 
the first-ever sister-to-sister crown-
ing, thank you for being there by my 
side and sharing this extraordinary 
moment with me.

I am thankful for my Lodges, Glen-
shaw Lodge 782 and Sygan Lodge 6, 
and Youth Circle 36. Your support and 
encouragement mean the world to me.

Last, a special thank you to my lov-
ing boyfriend, Joshua Gannoe (782). 

Your unwavering support, belief in 
me, and encouragement have been 
my rock throughout this journey. I am 
grateful for your presence in my life 
and for being my biggest cheerleader.

Congratulations to Anna Mack 
(138) for winning the title of Miss 
Talent and to Cara Fabian (218) for 
winning the title of Miss Fraternal-
ism! It was an absolute joy sharing 
Slovenefest weekend with all of this 
year’s contestants. I’m grateful for the 
bonds we formed and the memories 

we created. This is just the beginning 
of lifelong friendships, and I can’t 
wait to see where our paths lead us.

As I embark on this new chapter 
as Miss SNPJ 2024, I do so with 
passion, excitement, and a heart full 
of gratitude. I am eager to see where 
this upcoming year takes me and to 
make a positive impact within the 
SNPJ community, just as my sister 
has done. I have big shoes to fill! 
Thank you all for being a part of my 
incredible journey.

As her reign begins, Miss SNPJ 2024 looks forward to making new SNPJ memories

FORMER NATIONAL BOARD MEMBER 
CELEBRATES HIS 100TH BIRTHDAY

SouTh BEND, ind. — Jacob “Jake” Chesnic, a former 
president of SNPJ Lodge 723 in Fontana, Calif., who 
served on the SNPJ National Board as SNPJ Region 8 Vice 
President from 1999-2004, celebrated his 100th birthday 
on May 30, 2023.

According the Jake, a party that was initially intended 
as a small family get-together blossomed into a full-blown 
celebration that stretched across a period of four days as 
family and friends from near and far visited his home in 
South Bend to extend personal birthday wishes.

Although he now resides in Indiana, Jake keeps in contact 
with staff the SNPJ Home Office and his many friends in 
Fontana Lodge 723, and he extends his appreciation to the 
officers and members of Lodge 723 for remembering him 
as he celebrated his centennial birthday.

Jake, we wish you a belated happy 100th birthday, good 
health, and all the best in the future!

Family and friends 
gathered in 
South Bend, Ind., 
over a period of 
four days to wish 
Jake Chesnic (723) 
a happy 100th 
birthday.

the SNPJ Farm
2023 Picnic Schedule

Aug. 13 SNPJ Spartans lodge 576 Picnic
  and lou Novak Balinca tournament 3 to 7
  Ron Likovic & Friends
Aug. 20 SNPJ Utopians lodge 604 Picnic 3 to 7
  The Zolkas

Sept. 4 labor day Holiday dance 1 to 7
  Frank Stanger Band and Eddie Rodick Band
Sept. 13 Slovenian Sausage Festival noon to 8
  hosted by the Polka Hall of Fame
Sept. 24 Slovenian grape Festival 2:45 to 7
  Parade starts at 2:45/Music by Tony Fortuna

Oct. 1 SNPJ Mirni Raj lodge 142 Clambake 3 to 7
  Clambake requires reservations/DJ music

gates open at 1 p.m. rain or shine. Sunday dinners are 
served starting at 2 p.m. Sunday music and dancing from 
3 to 7 p.m. Sunday picnic admission is $8 per person. No 
outside food or beverages permitted. The SNPJ Farm is 
a cash-only venue. There is no on-site ATM.

SNPJ Farm, 10946 Heath Road, kirtland, Ohio
off	Chardon	Road	(Route	6),	three	miles	east	of	Route	306
Visit www.snpjfarmkirtland.com for schedule changes
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Miss SNPJ MORgAN SINAN (782)

Miss Activity MORgAN SINAN (782)

Miss talent ANNA MACk (138)

Miss Fraternalism CARA FABIAN (218)

Miss SNPJ 2024 MORgAN SINAN (782)
with SNPJ National President/CEO Joseph C. Evanish

Miss Activity 2024 MORgAN SINAN (782)
with SNPJ National Secretary/COO karen A. Pintar

Miss talent 2024 ANNA MACk (138)
with SNPJ National Treasurer/CFO Robert J. lawrence

Miss Fraternalism 2024 CARA FABIAN (218)
with SNPJ Fraternal Director Courtney koenig

The 2023 Miss SNPJ Pageant contestants:
[standing, from left] MICHEllE VON 
MERtA-SUStARICH (304), Miss Talent 
2024 ANNA MACk (138), Miss Activity 
and Miss SNPJ 2024 MORgAN SINAN (782), 
Miss SNPJ 2023 MAdISON SINAN (782), 
Miss Fraternalism 2024 CARA FABIAN (218), 
and EMI PERdAN (604).
Miss SNPJ Pageant Commission and 2023 
Pageant Committee members: [seated, from 
left] Miss SNPJ 2020 dANIEllA VOlPE 
(158), Miss SNPJ 2006 SHANNON FEtCkO 
MURACO (138), Miss SNPJ 2013 kRIStEN 
CUSHMAN BARNOt (138), Miss SNPJ 2004 
and SNPJ Fraternal Director COURtNEY 
PABIAN kOENIg (138), Miss SNPJ 2010 
kARA MARUSZAk (142), Miss SNPJ 2016 
JUlIE ROCkwEll MOESlEIN (138), and 
Miss SNPJ 2019 ElIZABEtH SMRdEl (158).

Miss SNPJ 2024 and her court crowned during Slovenefest weekend
MISS SNPJ PAgEANt

FROM PAgE 1 
District. The contestants were also awarded 
points for SNPJ activity by the Executive Com-
mittee upon review of activity forms submit-
ted by the young ladies and through personal 
interviews.

I would like to thank SNPJ National Presi-
dent/CEO Joseph C. Evanish, SNPJ National 
Secretary/COO Karen Pintar, and SNPJ Na-
tional Treasurer/CFO Robert Lawrence for 
their continued contributions to the pageant, 
and for all their guidance and support. I would 
also like to thank the SNPJ National Board for 
entrusting the Pageant Commission and the 
committee of former Miss SNPJs to continue 
the pageant legacy. We hope that we have made 
you proud – and will continue to do so.

I would personally like to thank the follow-
ing former Miss SNPJs: Miss SNPJ 1967 Linda 
Serro, Miss SNPJ 2010 Kara Maruszak, Miss 
SNPJ 2013 Kristen (Cushman) Barnot, and 
Miss SNPJ 2017 Elizabeth Hartman for their 
continued dedication to the Miss SNPJ Pageant 
Commission. I would also like to thank the fol-
lowing former Miss SNPJs who served on the 
Pageant Committee throughout the weekend: 
Miss SNPJ 2006 Shannon (Fetcko) Muraco, 
Miss SNPJ 2016 Julie (Rockwell) Moeslein, 

Miss SNPJ 2018 Lauren Sebusch, and Miss 
SNPJ 2019 Elizabeth Smrdel. These ladies 
ensured that the contestants had everything 
they needed and calmed nerves along the way.

We also had two junior assistants who helped 
with the fishbowl questions and passing the 
mic. Thank you to Kenna McCormack (138) 
and Amelia Lawrence (576). I hope to see you 
young ladies compete when you are eligible.

As a testament to the dedication of the pageant 
supporters, committees and directors over the 
years, we were honored to receive a Certificate 
of Appreciation from Slovenian Consul General 
Alenka Jerak on the 65th anniversary of the 
Miss SNPJ Pageant. We are so proud to help 
preserve Slovenian cultural heritage in the U.S.

On Sunday, Vince Rigler (449) performed the 
Slovenian and U.S. national anthems. All former 
Miss SNPJs in attendance were then invited to 
the stage by our reigning Miss SNPJ, Madison 
Sinan (782). The SNPJ Pageant Commission 
formally invited past Miss SNPJs to attend for 
the 65th anniversary, and we had a great time 
catching up throughout the weekend during a 
mixer in the Heritage Center, a pancake break-
fast, and a reunion photo shoot.

Madison then delivered her heartfelt farewell 
address and wished the contestants good luck 
as we all waited to see who would be crowned 

Miss SNPJ 2024. Madison did an outstanding 
job representing the Society this past year, and I 
know we will continue to see her at SNPJ events 
for many years to come.

Following Madison’s farewell speech, SNPJ 
National President Joseph Evanish addressed 
the crowd, recognizing Petra Mitchell, Honor-
ary Consul of Slovenia for Pennsylvania, who 
shared a few words with the audience. Other 
honorees in attendance included Bojan Škoda, 
Minister Plenipotentiary of Economic Affairs 
at the Embassy of Slovenia, who addressed the 
crowd and distributed “I Feel Slovenia” flags, as 
well as Minister Counselor of Consular Affairs 
Marko Rančigaj.

The time came for each award to be an-
nounced, and we appreciated the help of the 
following SNPJ National Board members who 
presented each award to our 2024 titleholders. 

I had the honor of announcing Cara Fabian 
(218) as Miss Fraternalism 2024. As many of you 
know, this title isn’t based on points awarded by 
the judges, but is instead based on votes from 
the contestants themselves. On the final day of 
the pageant weekend, each contestant indicates 
which of her peers best exemplifies fraternalism 
and camaraderie. 

Finance Committee member Rick Hervol an-
nounced the runner-up to Miss Talent, which was 

awarded to Morgan Sinan (782). SNPJ National 
Treasurer/CFO Robert Lawrence introduced 
Anna Mack (138) as SNPJ Miss Talent 2024.

Finance Committee member Tracey Ander-
son announced the runner-up to Miss Activity 
as Anna Mack (138). The title of SNPJ Miss 
Activity 2024, announced by SNPJ National 
Secretary/COO Karen Pintar, was awarded to 
Morgan Sinan (782). 

Anticipation grew as the announcement of 
Miss SNPJ began with the introduction of the 
runner-up to Miss SNPJ, Michelle Von Merta-
Sustarich (304), by Region 4 Vice President 
Tina Rigler. Finally, SNPJ National President/
CEO Joseph Evanish closed out the program 
with the announcement of Miss SNPJ 2024 
Morgan Sinan (782).

We are extremely proud of all five contestants 
who entered this year’s pageant. Please join us 
as we congratulate all of our contestants and 
titleholders. We wish Morgan all the best as she 
embarks on the journey of her reign!

Finally, we extend a heartfelt thank you to 
everyone who contributed to the success of the 
65th Miss SNPJ Pageant. We appreciate all of 
the donations to the Miss SNPJ Pageant Booster 
Fund, as well as your attendance and support 
during our fundraising events and the 2023 
pageant program. Hvala lepa! Kmalu se vidimo!

Miss SNPJ 2024

Morgan
Sinan

Miss SNPJ 2024 MORgAN SINAN  is a 
member of SNPJ Lodge 782 in glenshaw, 
Pa. She is the daughter of Kathleen and 
Maurice Sinan (782), and the grand-
daughter of Angela “Fran” (87) and the late 
Maurice Sinan Sr., and Richard and Valerie 
(782) Kelly. She is the great-granddaughter 
of late former SNPJ National Board member 
Frank D. gradisek (87).

Morgan currently resides in Erie, Pa., 
where she is earning her Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in cybersecurity with a minor 
in innovation and creativity at gannon uni-
versity. At gannon, Morgan is a member 
of the women’s soccer team; the Student 
Athletic Advisory Committee (SAAC); the 
Cyber Defense Club, where she holds the 
position of vice president; and works with 
the university Advancement Office. 

Morgan competes at the semi-profes-
sional level with the Erie Commodores 
uWS women’s soccer team. As the starting 
goalkeeper, Morgan helped the Commo-
dores place third in the Eastern Confer-
ence during the team’s inaugural season. 

Through the Commodores, she has had 
many opportunities to volunteer, including 
coaching a weekly clinic for children from 
the community.

Morgan graduated from Seneca Valley 
High School in Harmony, Pa., with high 
honors and recognitions from the National 
Honor Society and Science National Honor 
Society. While at Seneca Valley, she was a 
member of the Key Club, Students Against 
Drunk Driving (SADD), Spark, and the Soci-
ety of Women for Excellence in Engineering 
and Technology (SWEET). She was also 
a longtime member of the Seneca Valley 
Band, participating in the wind ensemble, 
jazz ensembles, and percussion ensemble. 
She also had the opportunity to participate 
in the Seneca Valley Architecture, Con-
struction and Engineering externship, and 
was among the few students selected to 
help with the new elementary school de-
velopment process.

Throughout high school, Morgan earned 
soccer, basketball, and track and field ac-
colades on the local and national stage. 

Personal honors include Big 56 First Team, 
All-Section, All-WPIAL, Tri-Athlete Award, 
and Tri-State Orthopedics Player of the 
Month recognition in November 2018 and 
October 2019.

A lifetime SNPJ member, Morgan has 
been an active member of SNPJ and the 
Slovenian community. She attended her 
first Slovenefest, in 2002, in a stroller. grow-
ing up, she participated in youth Circle 36 
bowling at SNPJ Lodge 6 in Sygan, numer-
ous other Lodge and Circle activities, as 
well as the annual SNPJ youth Roundup, 
young Adult Conference and Family Weeks. 
During the 2022 young Adult Conference, 
Morgan was elected alternate delegate to 
the 2022 SNPJ Quadrennial Convention.

growing up in a family of proud Slove-
nians, Morgan absorbed years of stories 
and knowledge about her family’s Slovenian 
heritage. In 2018 and 2023 she had the op-
portunity to travel to Slovenia with her fam-
ily to see Kamnik, the town the gradiseks 
are from, and trace more of her Slovenian 
heritage with her family.


