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briefly

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The SNPJ Home 
Office will be closed Thursday, Nov. 
23, and Friday, Nov. 24, in celebration 
of the Thanksgiving holiday. Regular 
office hours, 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., will 
resume Monday, Nov. 27. We wish all 
SNPJ members and friends a very happy 
Thanksgiving.

Home Office closed as we
celebrate Thanksgiving

The next two PROSVETA issue dates 
are Nov. 1 and Dec. 1. All material must 
be received by noon on Monday, Oct. 
16, for the Nov. 1 issue, and by Monday, 
Nov. 13, for the Dec. 1 issue. If you’re 
concerned about making the deadline, 
send an e-mail to prosveta@snpj.com 
or submit your material via the publi-
cations area of our website, snpj.org.

THE
DEADLINE

IMPERIAL, Pa. — The Miss SNPJ 
Pageant Booster Fund is accepting dona-
tions. There are numerous costs associated 
with the pageant, and your donations, both 
large and small, are truly appreciated 
to help defray those costs. Please make 
checks payable to SNPJ, noting “Miss 
SNPJ Pageant” on the memo line, and 
mail your donation to Slovene National 
Benefit Society, Att’n. Miss SNPJ Pageant 
Booster Fund, 247 West Allegheny Rd., 
Imperial, PA 15126.

Your pageant donations
support SNPJ tradition

IMPERIAL, Pa. — Take advantage of 
SNPJ’s Recommender Program which 
offers members an enhanced benefit for 
encouraging family, children, friends and 
acquaintances to join SNPJ. The recom-
mender will receive $10 for each valid 
referral, and every valid referral earns the 
recommender one entry in the quarterly 
drawing for a chance to win $100. Pay 
a visit to the SNPJ website, snpj.org, to 
complete an online Recommender form 
and get a head start on your reward.

Have you recommended
a new member lately?

Lucas Van Cvetas
Born Jan. 21, 2022

Glenshaw, Pa., Lodge 782
The members of SNPJ Lodge 782 welcome 
Lucas Van Cvetas as the newest addition 
to the Lodge. Lucas is the son of Jared and 
Lily Cvetas (782), and the grandson of Joe 
(782) and Jennifer Cvetas. We welcome 
Lucas to the Society and extend our best 
wishes to his entire family.

by KAREN A. PINTAR
SNPJ National Secretary/COO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — We are very happy to 
announce that the new SNPJ Portal went live 
on Sept. 13. This portal can be used by policy 
owners to access information about their SNPJ 
life insurance policies and annuities. Agents can 
also use this portal to check on their existing 
business, pending policies and updates.

To register for the SNPJ Portal, you must 
access the SNPJ website and click on the “SNPJ 
Portal Login” link located in the drop-down 

The new online SNPJ Portal now 
open for member, agent enrollment

[From left] SNPJ Chief 
Information Officer 
tERRY CHAMP, SNPJ 
National Secretary/COO 
KAREN A. PINtAR 
and members of the 
Illumifin project team, 
theresa Wengert 
and Patty Watkins, 
during the launch of the 
Society’s new insurance 
administration software 
and the accompanying 
online SNPJ Portal.

menu under Policy Services, or click any of the 
buttons labeled “Members Only: Connect to the 
SNPJ Portal” posted throughout the website. 
You must be a policy owner or an agent to ac-
cess the portal.

As a policy owner, you will need to know at 
least one of your policy and/or annuity numbers, 
and provide your name, date of birth, and social 
security number. This information must match 
what we have in our insurance administration 

SEE SNPJ PoRtAL
ON PAgE 8

The login screen for the new online SNPJ Portal. All SNPJ members and agents will be 
required to register before being granted access to the portal, even those who were registered 
for the Society’s former PolicyView portal. SNPJ Home Office staff cannot register portal users, 
nor can they update user credentials (usernames and passwords).

by PAMELA PANDzA
Lodge 723 Recording Secretary

FONTANA, Calif. — Living as I do in the 
Mojave Desert east of Palm Springs, it’s time 
now to look forward to the end of 24 hour per 
day intense heat to give the air conditioning 
and ourselves a break. This time of year is a 
transition period: Snowbirds begin showing 
up in town, restaurants start asking if you have 
reservations, and you can enjoy a pleasant walk 
without rising before the sun. 

SNPJ Lodge 723 members will soon have 
the opportunity to reunite in the more moder-
ate weather of Loma Linda, Calif., for our first 

Fontana Lodge 723 visiting The Living Desert in Oct.
meeting since April. We will return to our dinner 
meeting location, Napoli’s, on Thursday, Oct. 
12. Napoli’s is located at 24960 Redlands Blvd. 
in Loma Linda. 

The meeting will begin at 6 p.m., so please 
try to arrive at least 15 minutes prior. The Lodge 
will cover members’ dinner tabs; guests may join 
in on their own dime. Please notify Diana Rote 
at (909) 987-8714 by Oct. 9 if you plan to attend 
so the restaurant can prepare a room for us.

On the agenda will be a report of the Lodge 
and hall accounts, and other matters that rep-
resent the past and future functions of our local 
organization. The regular reports from officers 

and the SNPJ Home Office will be presented. 
Members’ landmarks will be announced. The 
current officers would appreciate involvement in 
Lodge activities, so we hope that you can attend.

The big 2023 fraternal event coming up 
for Lodge 723 is quickly on the horizon! On 
Saturday, Oct. 21, we plan to visit The Living 
Desert in Palm Desert. This venue hosts an array 
of wildlife in a research and wellness focused 
environment. It also features desert botanical 
specimens. Among the most fascinating animal 
populations are Nia and Jaali, two critically 

SEE LIVING dESERt
ON PAgE 2

by MARCIA KLANCER BLEggI
Lodge 581 Secretary/Treasurer

ST. MARYS, Pa. — SNPJ Lodge 581 and 
the North Central Pennsylvania Slovene Polka 
Boosters held their annual picnic at the Kersey 
Firemen’s on Aug. 27. The Anthony Culkar Band 
from Cleveland performed polka music for the 
78 attendees, all of whom enjoyed a terrific 
dinner prepared by the Kersey Firemen. There 
were many new members attending the picnic. 
We welcome everyone to all of our activities.

The weekend of Sept. 15-17, Lodge 581 
members gave a helping hand to the Historical 
Society of St. Marys and Benzinger Township 
during the Fall Fest. John Moore and Joe Rol-
lick entertained with accordion music on the 

SNPJ Lodge 581
volunteers lend 
a helping hand
for local festival

SEE LodGE 581 VoLUNtEERS
ON PAgE 8

by BILL KRzISNIK
Lodge 518 Secretary/Treasurer

MELvINdALE, Mich. — On Aug. 5, SNPJ 
Lodge 518 members prepared and served meals 
for families staying at Ronald McDonald House 
of Ann Arbor, Mich.

Ronald McDonald House (RMH) was 
founded in 1974 to provide a comfortable 
temporary residence for families of critically 
ill hospitalized children. Today there are 386 
Ronald McDonald Houses in 49 countries. 
RMH Ann Arbor opened in 1985 and has 
served more than 32,000 families. Guests were 
families of children being treated at C.S. Mott 
Children’s Hospital.

Lodge 518 thanks Elaine and Don Yuvan 
for donating the required $250 contribution to 
Ronald McDonald House Ann Arbor to enable 
the event.

Lodge 518 project benefits Ronald McDonald House

Lodge 518 Ronald 
McDonald House 
volunteer chefs: 
[from left] KLAUdIA 
KoVAC, SAM 
CARtER, IRENE 
KoVAC, LAUREN 
KRzISNIK, bILL 
KRzISNIK and 
MARY bEtH 
KRzISNIK.

SEE LodGE 518 CHEFS
ON PAgE 8
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•	 NOV.	5 ........Fall Dance hosted by the West-
moreland Federation of SNPJ Lodges at 
the Yukon Slovenian Hall, Yukon, Pa.; 2-6 
p.m. Music by the garrett Tatano Band. 
Contact Lois Denning at (412) 554-7404 
for more information.

Up-and-Coming...
A look at events planned by the Slovene National Benefit Society

Finance Committee:
Robert  Lawrence, Secretary
Joseph C. Evanish
Richard Hervol, Chairman
 183 Wylie Ave.
 Strabane, PA 15363
Roger C. Clifford
 568 Lang Rd.
 Sewickley, PA 15143
tracey Anderson
 1014 Edgewood Dr.
 Royal Oak, MI 48067

Audit Committee:
Joanna L. baker, Chairwoman
 301 Cactus Rd.
 gallup, NM 87301
Vincent baselj
 1001 grandview Ave., Apt. 903
 Bridgeville, PA 15017
Kenneth J. zakraysek
 106 Queens Row, P.O. Box 137
 Elton, PA 15934

Regional Vice Presidents:
Region 1: Maurice M. Sinan Jr.
 116 Shady Oak Dr.
 Cranberry Twp., PA 16066
Region 2: Jason J. Cadez
 179 Alexander Ave.
 Strabane, PA 15363
Region 3: donald F. Srnick
 29254 Chardon Rd.
 Willoughby Hills, OH 44092
Region 4: Justina Rigler
 1116 Berkley Ln.
 Lemont, IL 60439
Region 5: Fred Mlakar
 13592 Onkayha Cir.
 Irvine, CA 92620

SNPJ Recreation Center
270 Martin Road

Enon Valley, PA 16120
(724) 336-5180 • fax (724) 336-6716

toll-free: 1-877-767-5732
website: www.snpjrec.com
e-mail: snpj@snpjrec.com

Have something for 
Up-and-Coming?
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__________________________

Type of Event ______________
__________________________

Site ______________________
__________________________

If a concert or dance, who is
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__________________________
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LIVING dESERt
FROM PAgE 1 

endangered black rhinos. Another 
popular species are the giraffes that 
roam terrain similar to their natural 
habitats in Africa. Guests can partici-
pate in feeding the giraffes that reveal 
their long tongues to scoop provided 
vegetables from your hand.

Another area with activity to 
behold is the meerkat exhibit. The 
sentries and the diggers, and the 
animals’ general antics, are quite 
entertaining.

An additional popular feature is 
the Australia exhibit. Wallaby spe-
cies and human visitors share the 
same space, and if you are lucky you 
may spot a joey peeking out from a 
mama’s pouch.

Various animal information pro-
grams are presented throughout the 
day in the park; a schedule is available 
at the entrance area.

The Living Desert will be open 
on Oct. 21 from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., 
and you can wander about in the park 
on your own or with friends as you 
please. Lodge members and guests 
will meet at the giraffe feeding area 
near a restaurant (for humans) with 
outdoor seating at 11:30 a.m. for a 
visit and group photo.

Now here is the wonderful news 
for you: Lodge 723 members will 
have their entrance fee covered. This 
generous invitation was proposed and 
approved at our April meeting.

Here is the critical information: 
You must make reservations for all 

adult and children (3 to 17 years) 
admissions. You may also invite any 
number of non-Lodge 723 friends; 
their cost is $39.95 for adults and 
$29.95 for children, payable to “Slo-
vene National Benefit Society 723.” 
Our updated bank account name 
prescribes this wording.

You may mail payment for non-
Lodge 723 members to Diana Rote, 
9049 Regency Way, Alta Loma, CA 
91701.

If we have a group of 20 or more 
participants, we will receive a dis-
count of $5 per person and we will 
reimburse you that amount for the 
guest tickets you purchased.

For Lodge 723 members, the cost 
of tickets you reserve but do not use 
on Oct. 21 must be reimbursed to the 
Lodge. If you are not in possession of 
the tickets, we will get them to you 
after payment as they are valid for a 
year. For non-members who paid for 
their tickets, those can also be used 
for a year.

If you have any questions, Diana 
Rote (909-987-8714), Sherri Black 
(909-801-0246), or Pamela Pandza 
(951-860-8711), can help you prepare 
to join in the fun. Just call one of us.  
The sooner you make your reserva-
tions, the better it is for all parties 
involved.

If you show up at The Living Desert 
on Oct. 21 without reservations, you 
will need to purchase the tickets on 
your own without a discount or reim-
bursement, and there is no guarantee 
of availability,

Member or guest tickets for those 
who have made reservations will be 
available at the Lodge meeting, by 
special arrangement, or from a Lodge 
officer on duty at The Living Desert 
gate from 9:30 to 11 a.m. If there is 
an issue regarding tickets, use your 
cell phone to reach us.

Here are the critical dates: Reser-
vations are due by Oct. 7. Payments 
for guests are due by the same date. 
Cancellations are due by Oct. 18.

The park is open from 8 a.m. 
until 5 p.m. on Oct. 21. Our group 
will meet up at 11:30 at the giraffe 
feeding area.

For your information, there are 
food and drink sites within The Liv-
ing Desert, and also places to enjoy 
your own picnic goods if you bring 
them in. Coolers are permitted, but 
not alcoholic drinks. Beer and wine 
are available to purchase in the park.

Parking is free. There are paved 
pathways for strollers and wheel-
chair accessibility. Strollers rent for 
$8, wheelchairs for $15, and electric 
scooters for $30.

You can get more information at 
The Living Desert website, theliving-
desert.org. The address of The Living 
Desert is 47900 Portola Ave., Palm 
Desert, CA 92260.

Restaurants and hotels abound in 
the region. If you are from another 
part of SNPJland and will be visit-
ing the area at this time of year, we 
would love to have you join our group. 
Just use the phone numbers listed to 
contact us.

We look forward to the Lodge 
meeting on Oct. 12 and The Living 
Desert visit on Oct. 21. We have lost 
our Fontana Slovene Hall, so must 
take advantage of these opportunities 
to retain our fraternal relationships.

Photo by Pamela Pandza

The meerkats and 
other residents of 
The Living Desert 
will be on the lookout 
for SNPJ Lodge 723 
members and friends 
on Oct. 21.

A visit to The Living Desert on the Fontana Lodge 723 schedule

by FRED MLAKAR
Lodge 786 President

ORANgE COuNTY, Calif.
— On Aug. 19, the day 
before Tropical Storm Hil-
ary dropped several inches of 
rain on Southern California, 
Orange Coast Lodge 786 
members and guests enjoyed 
views of Newport Harbor on 
calm waters in a chartered 
boat with a five-piece band, 
dancing, a tasty lunch, and a 
no-host bar.

I joined accordionists Ernie 
Blazic and Frank Rote, bassist 

Skip Svoboda, and guitarist 
Mike Taelour to help keep the 
mood fun and festive. Fisher-
men danced on the docks as 
we passed by, and other vessels 
followed closely so they could 
hear the music.

Special thanks to Mike 
Bajc for hatching the harbor 
polka cruise idea and for find-
ing the right charter, and to 
Lodge Secretary Teresa Koci 
whose communication and 
organizational skills pulled it 
all together and got everyone 
on board on time.

A festive polka cruise 
for Lodge 786 members

[Above] Prior to the arrival of Tropical Storm Hilary, SNPJ 
Orange Coast Lodge 786 members and guests enjoyed the 
calm waters of Newport Harbor aboard a chartered boat as 
musicians Fred Mlakar, Ernie blazic, Frank Rote, Skip 
Svoboda and Mike taelour [below] provided the music for 
the polka cruise.

by MELANIE MATIASEK (559)
Chicago Federation

CHICAgO — I hope everyone enjoyed 
the summer months!

The Chicago Federation was rep-
resented by all Lodges at the Slovene 
Catholic Center annual picnic held in 
Lemont, Ill. It was great to see everyone 
on a beautiful summer afternoon, dining 
on roasted pork, lamb and chicken. The 
Slovenian music and dance performances 
were enjoyed by all.

The Federation hosted another cultural 
event on Aug. 20, again at the  Slovene 
Catholic Center. Tina Rigler did a great 
job putting this event together for us; a 
lot of work to organize a successful event 
that was appreciated by all who attended. 
We all enjoyed the luncheon served at the 
Center and were proud to host this year’s 
Miss SNPJ, Morgan Sinan. 

While Morgan was in town for our 
event, Federation President Ed Dabrowski, 
Tina Rigler,  Justin Rigler (the 2023 Young 
Adult Chairman) and Jason Rigler took 
her on a tour of  Chicago so that she could 
enjoy the sites of the city. They visited and 
took pictures at the lakefront; at Adler 
Planetarium, Buckingham Fountain, and 
Navy Pier; and rode the Ferris wheel. They 
also enjoyed Chicago-style pan pizza. We 
were happy to have Morgan join us and 
thank her for taking the time to travel here.

The cultural event opened with Presi-
dent Dabrowski presenting Joe Valencic 
(5), who gave an introduction to his movie 
production “Stories of Slovenian Women 
in America” which featured an interview 
with a Chicago member, the late Corinne 
Leskovar. It was interesting to hear the 
perspectives of Slovenian woman as they 
see Slovenian-American women.

We had a nice crowd and hope everyone 
enjoyed the presentation reflecting on our 
heritage.  

A big thank you to members Dolores 
Novotny, Carmella Smidl, Tina Rigler, 
Ed Dabrowski, Melanie Matiasek, Geri 
Matiasek and Kaitlyn Chiappetta for the 
donations of baked goods for the bakery 
table sales. The plates, which were deli-
cious, were enjoyed during the movie.

We also thank Ed Dabrowski for taking 
photographs during the picnic, as well as 
at the cultural event. We love seeing his 
posts on Facebook!  

We were also glad to see Anne Cretnik 
(559), a former SNPJ Home Office em-
ployee, join us for the day. Anne is 98 years 
young and was happy to join in the event.

From the Chicago Federation to the rest 
of the Lodges, we wish you all a happy 
and healthy autumn. We hope to see our 
members at the Federation Christmas party 
which will be held Saturday, Dec. 2, at the 
Slovene Catholic Center in Lemont.

Chicago Federation presentation
celebrates the Slovenian heritage

During her visit 
to Chicago for the 
Federation cultural 
event, Miss SNPJ 
2024 MoRGAN 
SINAN visited a 
number of attractions 
along the lakefront, 
accompanied by 
Lodge 449 members 
JASoN RIGLER, 
JUStIN RIGLER, 
tINA RIGLER and 
Ed dAbRoWSKI.
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This keepsake Slovenian 
cookbook, published in English, is 
available for purchase through the 
SNPJ Slovenian Heritage Center

$3700 each
includes postage

Name __________________________________________
Address ________________________________________
City/State/zip ____________________________________
Email __________________________________________
Phone ____________________  Number of copies _____

Return completed order form with full payment to:
SNPJ Heritage Center • 270 Martin Road • Enon Valley, PA  16120

slovenia

Make check or money order payable to SNPJ Heritage Center

by gINA WISE
SNPJ Marketing Manager

• No fees attached to either Loyalty Annuity
• Rates not guaranteed after the first year

• 3.00% guaranteed minimum on new issues only
• IRAs/Roth IRA/non-qualified eligible

• Conversions of existing annuities available at first-year rates

Loyalty 8 Annuity
8-year surrender period

5.50% first-year guarantee rate
for new money

3.50% in years two and after

Loyalty 5 Annuity
5-year surrender period

5.00% first-year guarantee rate
for new money

3.25% in years two and after

PREPARE FOR 
RETIREMENT 
CONFIDENTLY!

Slovene National Benefit Society
247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA • 15126

1-800-843-7675 • www.snpj.org

Having an SNPJ Loyalty Annuity eliminates stock market 
concerns, ensures principal protection, and  provides 

predictable growth. Contact the SNPJ Home Office 
at 1-800-843-7675 to open your annuity TODAY!

SNPJ: Your Friend
for Life (and Work!)
Y ou probably think of your relationship with SNPJ 

as something personal and one that takes place 
outside of your work life.

But have you ever thought how SNPJ could help you 
at work?

It’s important to understand the value of life insurance 
and how you can use it to address various issues that 
arise in running and expanding a successful company. 
Business owners can use life insurance as a tool to lower 
risk and provide an essential financial framework for on-
going success.

A business may be dependent on a specific employee 
whose contribution is essential to its success. The key 
individual might have developed crucial client relationships 
that are irreplaceable, had vital expertise in a particular 
area, or sole knowledge of the details of ongoing projects. 
Their passing could prevent crucial projects from being 
completed or result in missed sales and earnings.

With a Key Person Policy, businesses can safeguard 
themselves against the financial loss that would arise from 
the passing of such an employee.

While the life insurance policy is on the key person’s life, 
the business is the owner, payor, and beneficiary. If the 
key employee passes away, the insurance earnings can be 
used to help cover the costs of both locating and training 
a successor, as well as any immediate financial losses.

Another important long-term business continuation plan 
is to have a legal professional draw up a buy-sell agree-
ment. This agreement provides for the orderly sale of a 
business and transfer of ownership if an owner should pass 
away. Buy-sell agreements are funded with life insurance 
to ensure that the buyer or buyers have the funds neces-
sary to purchase the deceased owner’s business stake.  
The buy-sell agreement’s specified purchase price of the 
business interest would serve as the basis for the policy’s 
death benefit amount.

If an individual owner passes away, having a life insur-
ance-funded buy-sell agreement can guarantee continuity 
for the business, security for other owners, and reassur-
ance for employees.

Business owners have a lot on their plate; however, it’s 
important to take some time to consider and prepare for 
the unexpected. Having the right provisions in place can 
be the difference between overcoming the unforeseen or 
succumbing to it.

Let SNPJ take care of your personal 
and professional life insurance needs. 
Speak with your local SNPJ agent or call 
the Home Office at 1-800-843-7675 to 
be put in touch with an agent near you.
SNPJ does not provide tax, legal or accounting 
advice. Consult with a tax, legal or accounting 
professional regarding your specific situation.

Campaign promotes
businesses post-flooding
LJubLJANA (STA) — In cooperation 
with its partners, Spirit Slovenija, an 
investment promotion agency, launched 
a PR campaign in late August promoting 
Slovenia as a safe business destination 
in the wake of the extreme flooding that 
hit the country in early August.

Together with the Economy Ministry, 
the Foreign Ministry and the Govern-
ment Communication Office, the agency 
informed the business community 
abroad of the situation in the Slovenian 
economy and flood relief measures.

“Providing information on how 
companies are faring in the wake of the 
floods, the campaign aims to underline 
that a large part of the country’s economy 
is running smoothly,” Spirit Slovenija 
wrote in a press release.

“The key message of the joint PR 
campaign is that there is business as 
usual in most of the Slovenian economy 
after the floods, and that the Slovenian 
business ecosystem is safe and open for 
business. Foreign companies wishing to 
invest in or do business with Slovenian 
companies are therefore very welcome 
and appreciated,” the press release 
continued.

The government has taken a number 
of measures to help companies that 
suffered damage in the floods get their 
business back on track as quickly as pos-
sible, the agency added, which Economy 
Minister Matjaž Han echoed in his state-
ment, explaining how rapid and tangible 
the measures have been.

Minister Han called on foreign busi-
ness partners and clients to continue co-
operating with flood-stricken Slovenian 
companies and refrain from seeking 
alternative suppliers. “Foreign invest-
ments and the business of foreign-owned 
companies is welcome, appreciated and 
safe in Slovenia,” he said.

Slovenia vows to reduce 
food waste by 2030
gORNJA RAdgONA (STA) — Slo-
venia has vowed to halve food waste 
by 2030 to meet the target of the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals, and 
the relevant action plan is now being 
finalized. Unveiled at the AGRA Inter-
national Fair of Agriculture and Food, 
held Aug. 26-31, the plan includes 57 
measures with a focus on households 
and the hospitality industry.

Slovenia’s food waste amounts to 
some 158,000 tons or 68 kilograms (150 
pounds) per capita every year, according 
to data from the Statistics Office. Around 
40 percent of food waste is still edible, 
Agriculture Ministry representative 
Tadeja Kvas Majer explained during a 
presentation at the AGRA fair.

Most food waste is generated by 
households, restaurants and cafes, and 
in other facilities where food is served, 
such as educational institutions, hospitals 
and care homes.

In 2015, the UN General Assembly 
adopted the Sustainable Development 
Goals, including the target to cut global 
food waste per capita at the retail and 
consumer level in half, and to reduce 
food losses along production and supply 
chains by 2030.

In December 2021, the Slovenian gov-
ernment endorsed a strategy to meet this 
target, and the action plan to implement 
it is currently being coordinated between 
the relevant ministries. Kvas Majer hopes 
the plan is adopted as soon as possible.

The road map features three stra-
tegic goals: prevention of food waste 
or surplus food, efforts to reduce food 
waste, and appropriate ways to handle 
food waste. Nine goals and 10 activi-
ties are laid out, featuring 57 concrete 
measures. “The biggest emphasis is on 
households, hospitality and catering, 
where most food waste is generated,” 
Kvas Majer said, adding that the action 
plan would be amended if it turned out 
to “lack ambition.”

Vipava farmers switching
from corn to sunflowers
vIPAvA (STA) — Several farmers 
in the drought-prone Vipava Valley of 
western Slovenia are growing sunflowers 
instead of corn in an effort to cultivate 
more drought-tolerant crops. All of 
the sunflower seeds they harvest are 
exported to Italy.

In the lower part of the valley, 
cornfields are turning into sunflower 
cultivation areas. Local farmers have 
been growing sunflowers for some time 
now, especially those close to the border 

with Italy where the harvests are fully 
exported. Those more likely to make the 
switch are larger farms with the neces-
sary machinery.

Last year, some 20 hectares (49 acres) 
of fields in the lower Vipava Valley were 
dedicated to sunflowers, and interest in 
this type of cultivation is growing. “So 
far, farmers have been very satisfied 
with the financial results of the export 
and the production itself,” an expert with 
the Chamber of Agriculture and Forestry 
told the press.

Depending on the variety, sunflower 
seeds contain 25 to 53 percent quality 
oil, but unfortunately Vipava growers 
don’t have the capacity to process the 
oil themselves.

Due to an abundance of rain in July, 
corn has grown well this year, but this 
isn’t usually the case. On average over the 
past 30 years in the region, nine of every 
10 years have been marked by drought.

In addition to farmers, particularly 
those lacking irrigation systems, local 
beekeepers are also happy to see the 
sunflowers since they are honey plants.

Innovative processing
of biomass underway
MEdvOdE (STA) — Circular Econo-
my, a strategic development and innova-
tion partnership, and the Helios TBLUS 
Company presented a pilot project in 
which a reactor system will be used for 
an innovative processing of biomass into 
bio-based resins and coatings, the project 
partners announced in late August.

As part of the joint project of transfer-
ring technology from lab-scale to pilot-
scale, research equipment will be used 
in practice within the industry. Waste 
biomass from the wood processing and 
agricultural industries will be used as the 
raw materials for the finished products. 
The Institute of Chemistry is in charge 
of the development portion of the project, 
while the equipment utilized will be 
available not only to project partners but 
to other companies as well.

“Increasing the use of bio-based mate-
rials will significantly reduce the carbon 
footprint of the polymers industry and 
enable the production of environmen-
tally- and human-friendly products,” a 
project spokesman said.

Aleksandra Podgornik, the director of 
the Štajerska Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, said that in the face of climate 
change and other challenges, circular 
activities were essential for the future 
of business. “Companies that adopted 
sustainability [plans] years ago are now 
more competitive and perform better. We 
need comprehensive and revolutionary 
change, which requires broad alliances 
and collaborations,” she added.

New educational trail for
the Ljubljana Marshes
LJubLJANA (STA) — The Rakova 
Jelša city park in Ljubljana opened a new 
trail called “Path Among the Alders” in 
late August. The three-kilometer (1.9-
mile) circular trail shows visitors the 
importance of preserving the Ljubljana 
Marshes and its wildlife through interac-
tive displays.

Visitors are able to use the interac-
tive displays for insight into the life of 
different species in the marshes. They 
will also be able to view videos or listen 
to further explanations by scanning QR 
codes on the displays. The trail is open 
to cyclists and visitors on foot, and can 
also be reached by car or city bus.

The land where the trail was built 
was gifted by the municipality of Lju-
bljana, said Janez Kastelic, director of 
the Ljubljana Marshes Nature Park. 
Before the trail was created, the area 
was an overgrown landfill. Kastelic 
hopes that visitors will enjoy the trail, 
and indicated that the park intends to 
expand the project.

The trail is part of the PoLJUBA Proj-
ect, the goal of which is to restore and pre-
serve the habitats in the Ljubljana Marsh-
es. The EUR 4.1 million ($4.46 million) 
project, which began in 2018 and con-
cluded in September, was financed by the 
European Regional Development Fund.

As part of the project, farming and 
grass mowing in the region were adapted 
to the wildlife, and overgrown meadows 
were restored. These activities improved 
the habitats of species endangered by 
intensive farming and changing hydro-
logical conditions.

Plaque in Ljubljana marks
visit of a famous admiral
LJubLJANA (STA) — British Admi-
ral Horatio Nelson, best known as the 
man whose fleet defeated the combined 
fleets of the French and Spanish na-
vies at the battle of Trafalgar in 1805, 
stopped in Ljubljana in August 1800. 
His stay in the city is now recalled 
with a plaque at Hotel Slon, where he 
spent the night.

The admiral didn’t travel by land 
often, but as chance would have it, he 
and his group joined the entourage of 
Maria Carolina of Austria, Queen of 
Naples and Sicily, who traveled by land 
from Trieste to Vienna.

Admiral Nelson was a celebrity at 
the time, having defeated the French 
Navy at the Battle of the Nile in 1798. 
In doing so, he “destroyed the myth of 
Napoleon’s invincibility,” according to 
Janko Boštjančič, the director of the Park 
of Military History in Pivka.

“Wherever he went, he was received 
with great fanfare. Ljubljana, where 
Nelson’s group arrived on Aug. 13, 1800, 
two days after the queen, received him 
with great honors. There was a special 
concert at the Philharmonic with atten-
dance by the local elite and important 
townspeople, proud to have been able 
to meet with the world-famous Nelson,” 
Boštjančič said.

The group left Ljubljana on Aug. 
15, just after midnight. They crossed 
the Ljubelj mountain pass before con-
tinuing on to Graz and Vienna, where 
the admiral spent over a month, before 
heading north through Germany and 
then to England.

The unveiling of the plaque coincided 
with the launch of an exhibition on 
Admiral Nelson, which was on display 
at Hotel Slon before being relocated to 
the Park of Military History in mid-
September.

Lendava displays first
books printed in Slovenia
LENdAvA (STA) — Three books writ-
ten in Hungarian by György Kultsár were 
on display in Lendava in late August, 
returning to the town where they were 
printed 450 years ago.

Kultsár (deceased 1577) was a 
preacher, writer and teacher who penned 
“Brief Teaching on Preparing for Death,” 
“Postilla,” and “Devil Competing with 
Repentant Sinner.” The books were 
printed in 1573 at the print shop in 
Dolnja Lendava by traveling printer 
Rudolf Hoffhalter, who spent a year 
at the Bánffy Manor in present-day 
Croatia. Two of the books are the only 
original copies to have survived from 
the 16th century.

The anniversary of the first books 
printed in Slovenian lands was marked 
during an international conference held 
in Lendava, a municipality in the Prek-
murje region with a sizeable Hungarian 
minority. As part of the celebration, an 
exhibition titled “450 Years of the First 
Printed Book in Lendava” opened Aug. 
26 and will continue through the end 
of October.

The first books written in the Slove-
nian language, penned by Primož Trubar, 
were printed in Germany in 1550.

Beno Udrih now an NBA
g League head coach
MILwAukEE (STA) — Former Slo-
venian basketball player Beno Udrih 
has been named the head coach of the 
Wisconsin Herd, the NBA G League 
affiliate of the Milwaukee Bucks.

Udrih, 41, started his basketball career 
in 1997, playing for Slovenia’s Polzela 
and Olimpija clubs until 2002. He made 
his NBA debut in 2004 with the San 
Antonio Spurs and won two NBA titles 
with the Spurs, in 2005 and 2007. In 13 
NBA seasons, Udrih also played for the 
Sacramento Kings, Milwaukee Bucks, 
Orlando Magic, New York Knicks, 
Memphis Grizzlies, Miami Heat and 
Detroit Pistons. 

He returned to Europe and ended his 
playing career in 2018, then worked as 
an assistant coach for the Westchester 
Knicks in the G League, as a player 
development coach for the New Or-
leans Pelicans, and as a scout for the 
Atlanta Hawks.

Udrih is now taking over the Wis-
consin Herd, a team that finished 13th 
in the G League Eastern Conference in 
the 2022/23 season.
The articles comprising this feature have 
been reprinted with permission from the 
Slovenian Press Agency (STA).
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PRoSVEtA Crossword
Halloween (#1023) by StatePoint Media

ACRoSS
1. *Trees in famous Wes
  Craven horror movie
5. *Vampire’s altered form
8. Sheltered nook
12. Uh-huh
13. Fancy-schmancy
14. Rodgers of the Jets
15. “At ___,” to a soldier
16. I, to a greek
17. With clear mind
18. *Popular Halloween decor
20. Alternative to Saran
21. Dionysus’ pipe-playing
 companion
22. Blue, but not as in color
23. Cause of wheezing
26. To that
30. Corn site
31. To “____ out” a competitor
34. Longship propellers
35. Synchronizes, for short
37. #34 Across, sing.
38. Magazine’s special feature
39. Per person
40. Like a certain fund
42. Thailand native
43. Embarrassed
45. Afternoon nap
47. + or - item
48. Sacrificial spot
50. What libraries do

52. *Eviction of a demon
55. Hair-loving parasite?
56. Cher, e.g.
57. golfer’s equipment
59. “Beat it!”
60. Celt
61. On its own
62. Type of sailing vessel
63. Old age, archaic
64. Leak through

doWN
1. *Michael Myers has only
  one in “Halloween Kills”
2. Meadows
3. *Halloween face cover
4. Expression of exasperation
5. Ill-gotten gains
6. 19th century business
 magnate John Jacob ____
7. Comparison word
8. *Witch’s pot
9. Killer whale
10. Emptiness
11. Last word in a fairy tale
13. Statue of mourning
 Virgin Mary, pl.
14. Aquarium scum
19. Light sources
22. Pronoun for a ship

23. Away from harbor (2 words)
24. Popular animal protein
 replacement, pl.
25. a.k.a. doctor fish
26. Through, in a text
27. Sunrise side, pl.
28. *Not a trick
29. Plural of ostium
32. Common second person
 pronoun contraction
33. *Witch’s four-legged
  companion
36. *Leatherface’s signature
  weapon
38. Hipbone-related
40. Family ____ and wing____
41. Stellar
44. Data transmitting device
46. Kane and goldberg, of TV
48. Type of rotation
49. Cherished
50. Nessie’s home
51. European currency
52. Competitive advantage
53. Uncontrolled swerve
54. Remote control option
55. Dropped hallucinogen
58. gene Vincent’s
 “Dance to the ____”

the solution to puzzle #1023 will 
run in the Nov. 1 issue.

© StatePoint Media
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Members celebrating 50, 60, 70 and 80 years with the Slovene National Benefit Society

FRAtERNAL HoNoREES
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Bro. JAMES CAdEz
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Bro. tHoMAS GRAdISEK
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Bro. tHoMAS GRAdISEK
FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN

Bro. gAIL F. CHURCH (31)

by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

Of the 2,000 life insurance companies and 
fraternal benefit societies operating in the 
United States, fewer than 100 have been in 

existence as long as the SNPJ. As a not-for-profit 
fraternal benefit society, we have successfully pro-
vided life insurance to our members since 1904, along 
with a full package of social, athletic and cultural 
programs, scholarships, community service projects, 
and much more. SNPJ also offers annuities that can 
be used for IRAs and Roth IRAs.

Our more than 115 years of longevity and success 
have been made possible by the loyalty and dedica-
tion of our members. The SNPJ’s engine may have 
been built and its direction set by its founders and 
subsequent leaders, but its path has been traveled, 
cleared and paved by our dedicated members.

As a way to show respect and appreciation to 
our longtime and loyal members, we recognize 

membership milestones with a custom gift. The 
years of membership are counted in terms of adult 
membership years, not including youth enrollment 
years. These milestones of recognition include 50, 
60, 70 and 80 years of adult membership.

We ask our Fraternal Honorees, once they have 
received their awards from the Society, to submit a 
short report on their past and present lifestyle, includ-
ing their Lodge affiliation, hobbies and any other 
information that might be of interest to our readers.

In acknowledging these dedicated members, it is 
our privilege to show respect for these honorees by 
offering our thanks and appreciation for the loyalty 
they have shown the SNPJ for so many years. In this 
small way, through our official SNPJ publication, we 
can etch their names even deeper into the archives 
of the Slovene National Benefit Society.

On behalf of the entire membership, we extend 
our congratulations to those members reaching these 
anniversary milestones. 

•	Midway,	 Pa.,	 Lodge	 89	 mem-
ber Sis. JoANNE A. SHERGI 
celebrated her 50-year SNPJ 
membership anniversary in May. 
She writes:

“I was so surprised to receive 
my 50-year Certificate of Recogni-
tion and pin from the SNPJ.

“My husband John, who 
passed away Sept. 29, 2019, 
was also a member. I have a son, 
John; a daughter-in-law, Cath-
erine; and a grandson, Nikolai, 
in Franklin Ind.

“I have resided in Bear Rocks, 
Acme, Pa., for 53 years now. I 
enjoy spending time at Planet Fit-
ness, and feeding the birds and 
deer in my yard.”

Sis. JoANNE A. SHERGI
Midway, Pa., Lodge 89

Acme, PA

•	Bro.	 JAMES J. CAdEz, a 
member of Lodge 138 in Strabane, 
Pa., celebrated his 50-year SNPJ 
membership anniversary in June.

Jim grew up just blocks away 
from the SNPJ Lodge 138 Hall 
in Strabane. He was very active 
in Youth Circle 19, participating 
in multiple SNPJ activities: soft-
ball, basketball, bowling, balina 
and golf. growing up, he spent 
summers at the SNPJ Campsite 
attending Youth Roundup and 
SNPJ Youth Conventions, and his 
family spent many years attending 
Family Week each summer. Oh, 
the stories he could tell...

Jim retired from Pennsylvania 
Transformer, Inc., in Canonsburg, 
Pa., and he now enjoys golfing, 
gardening – and more golfing.  
He looks forward to trips to the 
Campsite for Slovenefest, holiday 
weekends, and other SNPJ activi-

Sis. JOANNE A. SHERgI (89) Bro. JAMES J. CADEz (138)

ties throughout the year.
Jim is married to Laurie and has 

one son, Jacob, who is married to 
Beth. They were expecting their 
first child in July, and Jim couldn’t 
wait to be a grandpa!

bro. JAMES J. CAdEz
Strabane, Pa., Lodge 138

Canonsburg, PA

•	Sharon,	Pa.,	Lodge	31	member	
Bro. GAIL F. “Fred” CHURCH 
celebrated his 60-year SNPJ 
membership anniversary in May. 
He writes:

“It is hard to believe that I am 
celebrating 60 years of member-
ship with SNPJ when it seems like 
only yesterday I joined. My wife 
of 65 years, Hermina Joy, and 
her parents, Hermina and John 
glavach, were the first to intro-
duce me to the Society and all of 
the wonderful fraternal activities 
that they offer.

“It is with great pride that my 
wife and I have continued support-
ing SNPJ by enrolling our children, 
John F. and Hermina gail Church, 
as well as our daughter-in-law, 
Kelley, and two granddaughters, 
Evalyn Hermina and Lillian Her-
mina Church.

“Thank you to the Society for 
the recognition and for all that 
you do; thank you to Lodge 31 for 
your recognition and for all of the 
great friendships that I have made 
over the years through SNPJ. I 
look forward to seeing everyone 
at Slovenefest!”

bro. GAIL F. CHURCH
Sharon, Pa., Lodge 31

Warren, OH

•	Sis. SHIRLEY M. MALINoWSKI, 
a member of Lodge 559 in Chi-
cago, celebrated her 70-year 
SNPJ membership anniversary 
in August. She writes:

“Thank you for my 70-year 
blanket. I turned 88 years old on 
Aug. 6, 2023. I can’t believe where 
the years have gone!

“I was born in Chicago to 
Frances Hrovat Vertnik and 
Frank Vertnik. We belonged to 
Lodge 559.

“I married Ronald Malinowski in 
1955. We have three daughters, 
Deborah, Donna and Sheryl re-
siding in Las Vegas, Nev.; Boise 
Idaho; and Billings, Mont.

“We built a cabin in Lowman, 
S.D., 30-plus years ago where 
we spent our summers. We lived 
for 30-plus years in Lombard, Ill., 
and then moved to Arma, Kan. 
We then decided we wanted 
warm weather and moved to our 
current home in Las Vegas which 
we love!

“My husband passed away in 
2010. I am thankful that I have 
been blessed with fairly good 
health and am able to travel and 
be with friends and family.

“Thank you, SNPJ!”

Sis. SHIRLEY M. MALINoWSKI
Chicago Lodge 559

Las Vegas, NV

•	Herminie,	Pa.,	Lodge	87	member	
Bro. tHoMAS P. GRAdISEK 
celebrated his 60-year SNPJ 
membership anniversary in Au-
gust. He writes:

“My name is Thomas gradisek, 
born and raised in Herminie, and a 

60-year member of Lodge 87. My 
dad, Frank gradisek, was presi-
dent of Lodge 87 in Herminie for 
25 years. I am so proud that my 
two great-nieces were selected 
as Miss SNPJ, Madison Sinan in 
2022, and Morgan Sinan in 2023. 
My nephew, Maury Sinan, is the 
SNPJ Region 1 Vice President.  
My brother, Frank gradisek, and 
my sister, Fran Sinan, were both 
past presidents of Youth Circle 52 
and Lodge 87 in Herminie.  

“I have three adult children: 
Tommy, Michael and Pamela, and 
my wife’s name is gina. All are 
members of the SNPJ.

“I fondly remember going to 
the meetings of Youth Circle 52, 
in which my brother Philip was 
sergeant-at-arms. I remember 
the Christmas parties we had for 
all the children – we would have a 
talent show, play games and get 
a present from Santa. My brother 
Frank played saxophone in a teen 
polka band when dances were 
held at Lodge 87.

“I look back on the activities at 
Lodge 87 and Circle 52 as not only 
fun, but also character building. 
After graduation from high school, 
I attained an associate degree in 
design drafting, then worked at 
Westinghouse R&D in Churchill, 
Pa., for the next 33 years. I am 
now happily retired.

“I cherish my Slovenian heri-
tage very much, and along with 
my family I visited Slovenia in 
2021. I especially loved the pure 
blue water of Lake Bled, toured 
the caves and climbed the steep 

steps to the castle. My grandpar-
ents were from Kamnik, Slovenia, 
and we looked in the cemeteries 
for the gradisek name to see if we 
could find some of our ancestors. 

“My grandfather, Frank gradis-
ek, was killed in a Herminie mine 
accident in 1913 and died in Mercy 
Hospital in Pittsburgh, where my 
daughter Pamela, a graduate of 
Duquesne University, is on the 
staff as a pharmacist. She is now 
the president of Lodge 87, just 
as her grandfather was so many 
years ago.

“My grandmother, at the age of 
39, was able to keep her house 
and children after her husband 
was killed in the mine, all thanks 
to the SNPJ life insurance policy 
they had. It was a rough life for 
our grandparents, but we have 
been blessed to have a good life 
in which the SNPJ organization 
and people were involved.”

bro. tHoMAS P. GRAdISEK
Herminie, Pa., Lodge 87

Herminie, PA

FRAtERNAL HoNoREES
CONTINUE NEXT COLUMN

Bro. JAMES CAdEz
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Bro. tHoMAS GRAdISEK
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Bro. tHoMAS GRAdISEK
CONTINUES NEXT COLUMN

Bro. THOMAS P. gRADISEK (87)

Share your biography with 
PROSVETA. Send your ma-
terial to the attention of SNPJ 
National President Joseph C. 
Evanish, 247 West Allegheny 
Road, Imperial, PA 15126.

celebrating your SNPJ
anniversary?
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Report of the Secretary for the period April 1 through June 30, 2022
Purchases:
trade date Security description Coupon Par Value  Cost Maturity date
4/5/2022 Bank of Nova Scotia 4.670% $390,000  $389,988  5/4/2037
4/6/2022 Simmons University 5.000% 300,000  291,000  10/1/2052
4/21/2022 CSL Finance Plc 4.625% 310,000  311,219  4/27/2042
4/22/2022 Bryant University 5.822% 300,000  300,000  6/1/2048

Sales or Full Calls:
disposal date Security description Coupon Par Value Consideration Maturity date
4/7/2022 Comm 13-300P 4.353% $250,000  $252,363  8/10/2030
4/8/2022 KKR 14 AR 1.391% 600,000  597,420  7/15/2031

RobERt J. LAWRENCE
Secretary, Finance Committee

Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting
Teleconference meeting held Aug. 11, 2022
The teleconference meeting was called to 
order at 3:45 p.m. by Chairman Clifford with 
Brothers Anderson, Hervol, Evanish and 
Lawrence in attendance.
A motion was made by Bro. Hervol, seconded 
by Bro. Anderson, to approve the minutes of 
the April 28, 2022, meeting. Motion approved.
A motion was made by Bro. Anderson, 
seconded by Bro. Hervol, to approve the 
secretary’s (National Treasurer’s) report of 
bond purchases and disposals for the second 
quarter 2022. Motion approved.

Reviewed the portfolio and transactions for 
the period.
Joined by phone conference at 4 p.m. with 
Wellington Management Company represen-
tatives Liz Kleinerman and Joe Marie.
Discussion and questions on capital markets 
review by Liz Kleinerman.
The committee reviewed portfolio performance, 
outlook and strategy, and compliance issues.
The committee thanked the Wellington repre-
sentatives for the presentation and ended the 
phone conference at 4:35 p.m.

Motion by Bro. Evanish, seconded by Bro. 
Hervol, to ratify approval of the report to the 
Quadrennial Convention. Motion approved.
Motion by Bro. Anderson, seconded by Bro. 
Hervol, to approve the six-month report to the 
National Board. Motion approved.
Motion to adjourn at 4:45 p.m. by Bro. Hervol, 
seconded by Bro. Anderson. Motion approved.
The next scheduled meeting to be determined.

RoGER C. CLIFFoRd
Chairman

RobERt J. LAWRENCE
Secretary

PRoSVEtA Crossword
FOOTBALL (#0923) solution

Making strides 
with each day

by MARTY KUMER
Lodge 715

uNIvERSAL, Pa. — This October ar-
ticle almost didn’t happen. During Family 
Week in August, I was walking on the 
sidewalk to dinner at the SNPJ Recreation 
Center with my daughter when I suddenly 
went down. I had a stroke!

We had Kumers from California, 
Pennsylvania and Ohio gathered for Fam-
ily Week, along with friends we’ve made 
camping together summer after summer. 
Like we’ve done for 50-plus years, we 
were there to celebrate our past and look 

toward our future together.
Strokes are funny: I didn’t know I had 

one for several days. It weakened my right 
arm and leg – and my  right side was my 
good side! I had polio when I was 10 years 
old that weakened my left arm, so I know 
the work set before me.

I’m now in a short-term skilled nursing 
center. A place that offers physical therapy 
and occupational therapy. A place that was 
built on the land where the high school I 
graduated from in 1952 once stood! Only a 
few miles from the home where I grew up.

I have received many cards and mes-
sages of cheer, as well as visitors. I am 
thankful to still be alive, although I’m 
not quite what I was. I’m not able to live 
at home independently yet, but this is 
something I’m working hard to do.

I said before that the SNPJ is a place 
where you want to have your insurance 

because, as important as life insurance 
is, it isn’t just about the insurance. The 
SNPJ provides celebrations and good 
times with loved ones, like Family Week 
and Slovenefest, and Lodge and regional 
events. It’s a way to make lifelong friends. 
It has provided me with so many of these.

When I was in the rehab hospital in 
Pittsburgh at the end of August, one of 
my therapists played music by Frank 
Yankovic – and I loved it! It encouraged 
my efforts. It was a pleasure meeting the 
therapist, and it turns out she is a member 
of the SNPJ. In moments like these I am 
reminded how special and significant the 
SNPJ has been to my life.

I hope to continue to write. I can still 
think and offer some wisdom.

Blessings to all of you SNPJ folks, and 
to all of my friends and family. You have 
been so kind to me!

With the arrival of autumn, renewed activity at Samsula Lodge 603

The Frank Moravcik Band from Cleveland will be the featured
performer for Florida SNPJ Days hosted by Samsula Lodge 603
in February 2024.

by JEANNETTE HUMPHREY
Lodge 603

SAMSuLA, Fla. — Fol-
lowing a summer recess, 
SNPJ Lodge 603 in beautiful 
downtown Samsula resumed 
business sessions on Sept. 11. 

All officers were present for 
the September meeting with 
the exception of Lodge Trea-
surer Rhonda Tesauro, who 
was on vacation, and Cindy 
Griswold, who flew to New 
York to care for her mother. 
Rhonda sent her report which 
was read at meeting.  

Lodge President Connie 
Massey provided pizza and 
a greek salad for dinner, 
and several Lodge members 
brought sides to share. Our 
next meeting will start at 6:30 
p.m. with a covered dish din-
ner, followed with the business 
session at 7 p.m.

Cindy Griswold lined up 
some much needed repairs at 
the Lodge hall which were car-
ried out over the summer. The 
kitchen wall was repaired and 

painted, along with the liquor 
closet. Several other necessary 
repairs were completed to get 
our Lodge hall back in good 
working order.  

The Samsula Woman’s Club 
is hosting its annual Christmas 
Craft Show on Saturday, Dec. 
2, from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. The 
public is welcome. All spaces 
have been reserved inside the 
Lodge hall; however, vendors 
are still welcome to set up 
outside. Contact chairwoman 
Cindy Griswold at (386) 689- 
9454 for information. The 
women will have breakfast and 
lunch available for purchase 
from the kitchen.

The fifth edition of the Sam-
sula Woman’s Club Cookbook 
is promised to be here in time 
for the show. Club members 
appreciate those who contrib-
uted recipes and purchased 
ads for the cookbook. The 
money made from cookbook 
sales benefits the community, 
including the scholarships that 
are awarded each year.

The club meets at 6 p.m. on 
the second Wednesday of each 
month at our Lodge hall. The 
women of the community are 
welcome to join; open member-
ship is scheduled Jan. 10, 2024,  
during the first meeting of the 
year. Please bring a covered 
dish to share.

The Daytona Beach Polish 
Club continues to meet at our 
Lodge hall for a social, meal 
and polka dancing. The dances 
run from 2 to 4:30 p.m. Upcom-
ing dances are scheduled on 
Oct. 15 and Oct. 29. Admis-
sion is $25 per person, which 
includes dinner; dance-only 
admission is $15. These dances 
are open to the public. Contact 
Hall Manager Cindy Griswold 
at (386) 690-9454 to reserve 
a meal.  

In June, Shane Miller at-
tended the SNPJ Young Adult 
Conference held at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center. He will give 
a report of the activity at our 
October meeting.

Robert Klemen transferred 

membership to SNPJ Lodge 31, 
Andrew Balko to Lodge 87, and 
Charlene and Keith Brinker to 
Lodge 41.

Congratulations to SNPJ 
Lodge 603 50-year member 
Dede Pleterski and to 60-year 
member Eileen Wilson. Con-
gratulatory letters were sent 
by National President/CEO 
Joseph C. Evanish from the 
Home Office in Imperial, Pa.

It was reported that two 
Lodge 603 members are re-
cently deceased: Robin Brown 
in September, and Shane 
Clements earlier this year. 
Sympathy is extended to their 
families. A moment of silence 
was observed for Latonya 
Brooks of Daytona Beach, Fla., 
who passed away recently. We 
received notice of her passing 
from the Home Office.

Congratulations to Tamme 
and Tom Vehar (138) of Wash-
ington, Pa., who plan to spend 
their 46th wedding anniversary 
here in October. The Vehars 
visited Samsula several months 

ago and have enjoyed several 
events at our Lodge hall.

Halloween festivities are 
scheduled at the Lodge 603 
Hall on Saturday, Oct. 21, 
hosted by Youth Circle 57 
and chaired by Holly Pell. 
Food will be available from 
the kitchen. Prize money will 
be donated by our Lodge and 
the Samsula Woman’s Club. 
Visit the Lodge website for 

more details. Those attending 
are welcome to bring baked 
goods to be awarded during 
the cake walk.

Mark your calendars for 
Feb. 23-24, 2024, the dates of 
our annual Florida SNPJ Days/
Samsula Polka Festival. Week-
end entertainment features the 
Frank Moravcik Band. Watch 
PROSVETA for more details. 

See you at the Lodge hall!

CHICAgO — Sis. Emma 
Venisnik, a member of 
SNPJ Lodge 8, outlived 
her SNPJ life insurance 
policy in June 2023 and has 
since joined the ranks of the Society’s Honorary (outlived) 
Members. 

Emma was born Feb. 11, 1923, to John and Palona Malnar 
in Girard, Kan. She was so eager to go to school with her 
older sister that her parents allowed her to start a year early. 

She graduated at 17, married Rudy Venisnik that same 
year after meeting him at a Lodge dance the year prior, 
then moved to Chicago. She had her first child, Judith, at 
age 19, followed by Kenneth and John. The family enjoyed 
many Lodge activities, attending dances and holiday events. 

Rudy developed crippling rheumatoid arthritis at the age 
of 40. In 1971, at the age of 56, he died from complications re-
lated to the disease. In 1996, seven years after retiring, Emma 
moved to Grand Rapids, Mich., to be close to her daughter 
Judy and her two oldest granddaughters and their families. 

Sadly, Emma outlived all three of her children, though 
she enjoys spending time with her two granddaughters 
who live nearby and visiting with her other grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren and one great-great-grandchild for 
family gatherings.

Emma lived in her own condo well past her 100th birthday 
this past February, only recently moving into an assisted 
living community where she is enjoying having her meals 
prepared for her and having staff nearby in case she needs 
help with anything. 

On behalf of the members of Lodge 8 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we extend best wishes to Sis. 
Venisnik for continued good health and happiness.

Lodge 8
member
a native
of Kansas

Honorary Members
best wishes to our

Sis. EMMA VENISNIK (8) 

Looking for information on your 
SNPJ life insurance and annuity 
policies? Pay a visit to snpj.org, click 
the “SNPJ Portal Login” link and 
follow the step-by-step instructions.

at your fingertips
information
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SNPJ fraternal sympathies
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Sis. Anna M. Feltes
• Lodge 776 •

bOROugH OF SNPJ, Pa. 
— The members of Lodge 
776 sadly report the Nov. 9, 
2022, passing of Sis. Anna 
Mae Feltes, 93, of Herminie, 
Pa., at her home.

Sis. Feltes was born Sept. 
24, 1929, in Herminie No. 2, 
a daughter of the late Christ 
and Mollie (Ferjancic) Bolko. 
Prior to her retirement, Anna 
was a rural carrier for the U.S. 
Postal Service, having worked 
in Irwin, Pa., for more than 
30 years. 

A 75-year SNPJ member, 
Anna served as the first secre-
tary of SNPJ Lodge 776. She 
was also a devoted member of 
First Presbyterian Church in 
Irwin, and a former member 
of SNPJ Lodge 87 in Herminie.

She loved playing cards 
with her friends, visiting the 
casino, and gardening. She 
also loved polka dancing and 
listening to polkas on Sunday 
mornings. She was always 
happy traveling with her family 
and friends, and was known as 
the pole sitter for Irwin Com-
munity Days.

She is survived by her two 
sons, George (Joyce) Feltes of 
Greensburg, Pa., and Andrew 
(Dianna) Feltes of North 
Carolina; her daughter, Deb-
orra Feltes of Greensburg; 
five grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren whom she 
loved dearly; and numerous 
nieces, nephews, great-nieces 
and great-nephews. Anna will 
be dearly missed by her family, 
friends and neighbors. 

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by 
three brothers, William, Frank 
and Christ Jr. Bolko; and two 
sisters, Lillian M. Albert and 
Marie A. Rand.

A funeral service for Sis. 
Feltes was held Nov. 14 at 
Joseph W. Nickels Funeral 
Home, Inc., Herminie. Inter-
ment followed in Westmore-
land County Memorial Park, 
Hempfield Twp., Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 776 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Feltes’ family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Bro. Henry J. Vukovich
• Lodge 153 •

YOuNgSTOwN, Ohio — 
The members of Lodge 153 
sadly report the June 25, 
2023, passing of Bro. Henry 
J. “Hank” Vukovich, 90, at 

Bro. HENRY J. VUKOVICH (153)

Hospice House, Poland, Ohio.
Hank, as he was affection-

ately known, was born Feb. 13, 
1933, in Youngstown, a son of 
John and Mary Vukovich. He 
was a 1951 graduate of Wilson 
High School and went on to 
serve his country proudly in 
the Air Force. Hank worked 
as a Secret Service agent for 
the Mahoning County Prosecu-
tor’s Office until his retirement 
in 1989.

A 51-year SNPJ Lodge 153 
member and a former Lodge 
officer, he was a faithful pa-
rishioner of SS. Peter and Paul 
Catholic Church. He was also 
a member of the Croatian Fra-
ternal Union and the Catholic 
War Veterans. 

Hank enjoyed spending 
time with his family and 
friends, walking the beach in 
Florida where he wintered, 
walking in Mill Creek Park 
every day, and boating, water 
skiing and snow skiing. He 
will be most remembered for 
carrying on the family tradi-
tion of cooking, especially 
lamb, having cooked for many 
functions and people through-
out the years with his brother, 
Peter.

He is survived by his wife, 
the former Wilma Verdinek, 
whom he married May 9, 1970. 
He also leaves many nieces and 
nephews whom he loved.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents; his sisters, Helen 
Chiarelli and Ann DeLost; and 
his brothers, John, George, 
Jacob, Peter and Thomas 
Vukovich.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Bro. Vu-
kovich on June 30 at Holy 
Apostles Parish, SS. Peter 
and Paul Catholic Church, 
Youngstown. Entombment 
followed in Calvary Cemetery, 
Youngstown.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 153 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
offer our sympathies to Bro. 
Vukovich’s family, relatives 
and friends on their loss.

In Loving Memory

you are always in our hearts...
Sophie & Tony Kren

 In Memory of Frank Mavrich
who passed away six years ago on Oct. 18, 2017

We love you & miss you very much
Amy, Katie, Jimmy, Jimmy, Rich & Emily

Sis. Madeline M. Yartz
• Lodge 225 •

gIRARd, kan. — The mem-
bers of Lodge 225 sadly report 
the July 10, 2023, passing of 
Sis. Madeline M. Yartz, 92, 
of Arma, Kan., at Ascension 
Via Christi Hospital, Pitts-
burg, Kan.

Sis. Yartz was born Aug. 
28, 1930, in Camp 50, Kan., 
the daughter of August and 
Antonia Mussino Borello. A 
lifelong resident of Arma, she 
was raised in Camp 50 and 
graduated from Arma High 
School.

Madeline married Henry 
Yartz Jr. on June 10, 1950, at 
St. Joseph Catholic Church in 
Arma. Henry preceded her in 
death on July 5, 2013.

A homemaker, she also 
worked as a bookkeeper 
for Sears and Utermoehlen 
Trucking.

Henry and Madeline en-
joyed polka dancing with their 
friends, attending sporting 
events, and spending time 
with their family. Madeline 
especially liked doing word 
puzzles and playing Rum-
mikub with her children and 
grandchildren. 

In addition to her SNPJ 
Lodge 225 membership, she 
was also a member of St. Joseph 
Catholic Church in Arma.

Survivors include her chil-
dren, Larry (Sandra) Yartz, 
David (Cynthia) Yartz, Debra 
(Thomas) Amershek, and 
Susan Tewell, all of Arma, 
Ronald (Lee Ann) Yartz of 
Overland Park, Kan., and 
Kenneth (Janice) Yartz of 
Newton, Kan.; 11 grandchil-
dren; 30 great-grandchildren; 
one great-great-grandchild; 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; her husband, 
Henry; a son-in-law, Tim 
Tewell; brothers Maurice and 
Mario Borello; sisters-in-law 
Naomi Borello, Josephine 
Borello, Edna Crites, Helen 

Sis. MADELINE M. YARTz (225)

Swigart, and Nadine Kuhel; 
and brothers-in-law Floyd 
Crites, Bob Swigart, and Joe 
Kuhel.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was celebrated for Sis. Yartz on 
July 14 at St. Joseph Catholic 
Church. Burial followed in 
Pittsburg Garden of Memories 
Cemetery.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 225 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our condolences to Sis. 
Yartz’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Judith A. Germani
• Lodge 715 •

SNPJ Recreation 
Center (retired)

uNIvERSAL, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 715 sadly 
report the July 22, 2023, pass-
ing of Sis. Judith A. “Judy” 
Germani, 76, of New Castle, 
Pa., at Quality Life Services, 
New Castle.

Sis. Germani was born 
Aug. 21, 1946, in New Castle, 
the daughter of the late George 
Moses and Jane Hake. A 
graduate of Union High 
School, Judy had worked for 
26 years as secretary at the 
SNPJ Recreation Center, retir-
ing in 2010. She also enjoyed 
her part-time work at the 
Lawrence County courthouse 
in the Elections Office.

Judy loved animals. She 
also enjoyed crafting and going 
shopping. A beloved mother 
and grandmother, Judy’s great-
est joy was the time she spent 
with her family, especially her 
granddaughter, Ronnie.

She was preceded in death 
by her beloved husband, James 
Germani, in 2010. She is sur-
vived by her two children, Tim 
(Stacey) Germani and Tammy 
Germani; her granddaughter, 
Ronnie James Germani; a 
brother, Tim (Darlene) Moses; 
a nephew, Tim Moses Jr.; and 
a niece, Alicia Vaniel.

Judy will be fondly remem-
bered and deeply missed by 
her many friends at the SNPJ 
Recreation Center and SNPJ 
Home Office.

A blessing service for Sis. 
Germani was held July 25 
at the Ed & Don DeCarbo 
Funeral Home & Crematory, 
New Castle. Interment fol-
lowed in Oak Park Cemetery, 
New Castle.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 715 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our sympathies to Sis. 
Germani’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Sis. Mary E. Morris
• Lodge 138 •

STRAbANE, Pa. — The 
members of Lodge 138 sadly 
report the Aug. 3, 2023, passing 
of Sis. Mary E. Morris, 94, of 
Washington, Pa.

Sis. Morris was born Nov. 
23, 1928, in Muse, Pa., a 
daughter of the late Anthony 
and Jennie Blazic Martincic.

Surviving are her sons, Da-
vid (Jane) Midofer of Brandon, 
Fla., and Dennis Midofer of 
Washington; six grandchil-
dren, Aiden, Trace, Ella, Kate, 
Austin and Ava; and several 
nieces and nephews.

In addition to her parents, 

In Loving Memory

Carl A. Flisek & Jennie Bozich Flisek
(1924-2001) (1927-2019)

Married
October 16, 1948

Verona, PA
75 Years Ago

she was preceded in death 
by her first husband, Frank 
Midofer Jr., who died March 
2, 1963; her second husband, 
Ernest R. Morris, who died 
Feb. 11, 2005; her brothers, 
Rudy, Tony and Andrew 
Martincic; and her sisters, 
Matilda “Tillie” Santis and 
Freda Cantwell.

Services for Sis. Morris 
were held Aug. 7 in the cha-
pel at Oak Spring Cemetery, 
Canonsburg, Pa.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 138 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our condolences to Sis. 
Morris’ family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

KAREN A. PINtAR
National Secretary/COO

dEAtHS REPoRtEd
For the month of August 2023
   dAtE oF
LodGE NAME dEAtH CItY, StAtE
 A02 Arthur P. Muchow 02-04-2023 Freedom, Pa.
 A02 William P. Bohr 07-12-2023 Pittsburgh, Pa.
 1 Katherine M. Novotney 09-11-2022 Whiting, Ind.
 1 Denise J. Messenger 05-08-2023 Mishawaka, Ind.
 1 Marion Kieras 06-09-2023 Berwyn, Ill.
 6 Marcello Daris 07-13-2023 Canonsburg, Pa.
 8 Dorothy L. Woynovich 03-19-2021 Dyer, Ind.
 8 John W. Rae 07-02-2023 Palatine, Ill.
 41 Donald J. Bohince 06-11-2023 Lancaster, Pa.
 138 Gloria E. Kern 02-10-2023 Strabane, Pa.
 138 Mary E. Morris 08-03-2023 Washington, Pa.
 153 John R. Hvisdak 11-26-2022 Lowellville, Ohio
 158 Robert L. Perkey 06-29-2023 North Ridgeville, Ohio
 174 Edward L. Matko 10-15-2022 Harrison City, Pa.
 174 Constance L. Ponczek 05-14-2023 Johnstown, Pa.
 218 Herman E. Marchun 12-03-2022 Fruita, Colo.
 257 Alfred W. Zitnik 03-03-2023 Westlake, Ohio
 277 Paula Grandy 07-23-2023 Struthers, Ohio
 371 Frances L. Greenbrook 02-16-2020 Seattle, Wash.
 518 Jay I. Kolenc 07-20-2023 Hopedale, Ohio
 581 Robert Udovic 07-07-2023 Seneca, Pa.
 584 Virginia Strukel 06-04-2023 Sheboygan, Wis.
 584 Sheila Nosan Kne 09-11-2022 Chisholm, Minn.
 603 Eli N. Crow Jr. 11-14-2022 New Smyrna Beach, Fla.
 604 Hubert E. Congo 06-24-2023 New Waterford, Ohio
 629 Nancy M. Thomas 07-14-2023 Sterling, Va.
 643 Joseph N. Krizancic 07-17-2023 Hamburg, N.Y.
 665 Margaret E. Ursic 07-14-2023 Arthurdale, W.Va.
 677 Roseanne M. Thomas 07-23-2023 Bay Port, Mich.
 715 Judith A. Germani 07-22-2023 New Castle, Pa.
 723 Patricia L. Shepherd 10-26-2020 Gainesville, Fla.
 723 Lillian J. Pryich 03-14-2023 Rock Springs, Wyo.
 749 Mary A. Kelley 07-29-2023 Ontario, N.Y.
 770 Alexis A. Strimbu 03-27-2023 New Philadelphia, Ohio
 770 Robert F. Pugh 06-01-2023 East Liverpool, Ohio
 776 Mildred H. Niece 07-22-2023 New Springfield, Ohio
 776 Ann Renee Barnes 08-08-2023 Ebensburg, Pa.
 776 Jack A. Martz 07-28-2023 Canfield, Ohio
 782 Joseph M. Sokol 05-15-2023 Natrona Heights, Pa.
 786 Paul Jensen 07-06-2022 Victorville, Calif.
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Men’s Individual: Members
Name Lodge  Score Prize
*Ed Caggiano 770 70 $90
**Joe Samsa 715 64 $90
David Sankovich 770 66 $60
Robert Copich 643 68 $50
Bill Lowe 138 71 $35
Jim Cadez 138 71 $35
Michael Copich 643 72 $23
RJ Likovic 158 73 $20
Don Prejsnar 770 74 $15
Skip Morgan 138 74 $15

Men’s team Event
team Lodge  Score Prize
*David Sankovich 770 326 $112
Don Prejsnar 770
Lou Presnar 770
Ed Caggiano 770
**William Copich 643 308 $112
John Copich 643
Robert Copich 643
Michael Copich 643
Mike Lucas 138 310 $64
Skip Morgan 138
Jason Lowe 138
Bill Lowe 138

Women’s Individual
Name Lodge  Score Prize
*Cathy Fisher 138 93 $19
**Sandy Copich 643 87 $19
**Catherine Copich 643 87 $19

Men’s Individual: Guests
Name  Score Prize
*Joe Davey  78 $14
**Jeff Olander  69 $14

*Indicates Actual Champion
**Indicates Net Champion

Peoria Holes Selected: Front – 4, 6, 9
 Back – 11, 17, 18

2023 National golf Results

Men’s division
team Lodge Prize
The Wild Honkeys 277/782 $152
Dead To Me 33/138/564 $128
Pocket Pounders 158 $108
Bad Boys 158/564/715 $92
(tie) 8 Balls 715/6/158 $72
(tie) Fantastic 4 158/576/6 $72
(tie) Strabane Guys 138 $48
(tie) Wilke Warriors 6/142/158 $48

Women’s division
team Lodge Prize
Dolls with Balls 564/158/715 $132
LD & the J’s 138/158 $104
Breaking Balls 158/6/358 $92
Crown Royals 6/158 $80
(tie) AOOOOOOO 782/6/138 $60
(tie) We Forgot To Practice 138/6 $60

2023 National Balina Results

Men’s/Mixed Doubles Division
(Place)/Team Lodge Prize
(1) Ja. Cadez/J. Wagner 138 $160
(2) B. Stroth/D. Fetcko 576/138 $120
(3) D. Bosek/R. Hudson 564 $90
(4) E. Valencic/C. Cadez 138 $58
(5) M. Brately/N. Kovach 158 $58
(6) D. Belfiore/S. Sutton 138 $42 

Women’s division
(Place)/Team Lodge Prize
(1) S. Likovic/D. Brand 158/6 $80
(2) J. Smrdel/L. Smrdel 158 $52
(3) M. Speiler/L. Hudson 782/564 $36

2023 Nat’l. Beanbag Toss Results

by PAMELA PANDzA
Lodge 723 Recording Secretary

FONTANA, Calif. — First of all, 
I offer those of you who would 
like to remember some occasion 
or to represent your connection to 
the Slovene Hall in Fontana one 
more chance to forward your words 
to me. I have heard many of you 
express yourselves on this topic, 
so just jot down your sentiments 
and send them to me. 

I have contributions from 
Anne Hardin and Jesse Leathers. 
Anyone else out there care to join 
in? Include events, friendships, 
performances, music, people, 
clubs, festivities, food – anything 
that struck your fancy to help com-
memorate the life of the institution.  
Text to (951) 850-8711 or e-mail 
slowcrow@msn.com.

Lodge 723 member Joe Mlakar 
(now deceased) would have been 
100 years old this September. As 
timing would have it, he will be 
presented a posthumous award at 
this year’s Thanksgiving extrava-
ganza by the National Cleveland-
Style Polka Hall of Fame. Joe will 
be acknowledged for his musical 
contributions via the Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 

The festivities will be held Nov. 
24-25 at the Holiday Inn, Cleve-
land South. Some of the Mlakar 
family will travel eastward from 
California to accept the award.  

The Cleveland-Style Polka 
Hall of Fame was founded in 
1987 and includes a museum that 
traces the story of the city’s home-
grown sound from its roots in the 
old Slovenian neighborhoods to 

nationwide popularity. Archives 
preserve some 6,000 vintage re-
cordings dating back to 1913. Joe’s 
story will be in good company.

On the topic of polka music, 
we will soon have a chance here 
in California to learn more about 
its evolution from European to 
American styles from two SNPJ 
members and fine purveyors of 
polka music, Frank Rote and Fred 
Mlakar.

“Polka Americana” will be 
presented Wednesday, Oct. 18, 
starting at 6:30 p.m. at the Con-
temporary Club, 173 E. Eureka 
St. in Redlands, Calif.  Everyone 
is welcome and the event is free 
of charge.

The presenters will make the 
case that polka music is part of the 
American folk tradition and is not 

something foreign.  They reference 
Bruce Triggs in his 2019 publica-
tion titled A People’s History of the 
Accordion in North America from 
the Industrial Revolution to Rock 
‘n’ Roll: “Polka was American 
roots music decades before anyone 
played bluegrass, zydeco, or Chi-
cago blues. For many immigrant 
Americans and their descendants, 
polkas are more richly traditional 
than jazz, blues or country (though 
country music incorporated a lot 
of polkas).”

Frank and Fred will play 
vintage diatonic, chromatic but-
ton, and piano accordions. They 
will also explain how the musical 
instruments themselves evolved 
with the music styles. A question 
and answer session will follow the 
presentation.

Late musician honored; duo present polkas as folk tradition

by DANIELLA VOLPE
Lodge 158 Treasurer

EuCLId, Ohio — Happy 
fall, y’all! We hope you all 
had a great summer, full of 
fun and laughs. The fact that 
it’s already the last quarter of 
2023 is mind blowing, but that 
never stops Lodge 158 from 
having a good time.

First, we have some birth-
days to celebrate. As far as 
birthdays we’ve missed, we 
want to send very happy 
belated birthday wishes to 

Karen O’Donnell (Aug. 21), 
Nicole Elam (Aug. 27),  Anna 
Horabik (Sept. 10), and Mari-
lyn Hulin (Sept. 25). Sorry we 
missed these, but we hope you 
celebrated with friends and 
family.

As for upcoming birthdays, 
our very own tough-as-nails 
Sergeant-at-Arms Dave Ad-
ams will be celebrating on 
Oct. 10.

The Loyalites are big 
supporters of the Miss SNPJ 
Pageant, and we extend huge 

congratulations to Morgan 
Sinan on being crowned Miss 
SNPJ 2024 and Miss Activity, 
as well as Anna Mack on her 
Miss Talent title, and Cara 
Fabian on her selection as Miss 
Fraternalism. To all of the 
girls who entered this year’s 
pageant, we thank you for 
your continued participation 
in SNPJ and this time-honored 
tradition.

The next event you’ll see 
a lot of Loyalites members 
attending will be the Harvest 

Ball at the SNPJ Farm in Kirt-
land, Ohio, on Nov. 4.

The SNPJ Farm Board has 
worked diligently to bring 
back this classic Halloween 
party we all know and love. 
The night is always filled 
with good music, great friends 
and, of course, the costumes! 
Prizes will be awarded in 
various categories. And let’s 
not forget about the bar. The 
“Boo”ze will be flowing all 
night long (but please drink 
responsibly!).

Once Halloween is over, 
there’s that next holiday with 
the turkey and stuffing... but 
what we all really look forward 
to is Christmas! The Loyalites 
will be hosting their annual 
Christmas party Sunday, Dec. 
10, at the former Recher Hall 
in Euclid. The day is sure to 
be filled with lots of holiday 
fun, laughs and, of course, a 
visit from the big man in red 
himself, and maybe a few of 
his friends.

In the coming weeks, keep 

an eye out for more informa-
tion regarding tickets and how 
to sign up for children’s gifts, 
or contact Diane Horabik via 
e-mail to dianehorabik@att.
net.

Stay up to date on all Lodge 
158 news here in your monthly 
PROSVETA, on social media, 
or on our website. As always, 
we send our thoughts and 
prayers to all of our ailing and 
recently deceased members 
and their families during this 
difficult time.

Loyalites Lodge 158 anticipating a busy autumn, preparing for the holidays

by JOE VALENCIC (5)
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame

CLEvELANd — Miro’s Meat 
Market of Eastlake, Ohio, and 
Raddell’s Sausage Shop from 
Cleveland’s Collinwood neighbor-
hood each took a title at the 19th 
annual Slovenian Sausage Festi-
val. The event was hosted by the 
National Cleveland-Style Polka 
Hall of Fame at the SNPJ Farm in 
Kirtland, Ohio, on Sept. 13.

Miro’s sausages were the jury’s 
selection as Best of Fest, while 
Raddell’s was voted by attendees 
as the People’s Choice. 

More than 1,200 ravenous 
music-lovers enjoyed eight hours 
of polka dancing and upwards of 
300 pounds of savory sausages. 
Forty musicians, including Can-
ada’s Polka King Walter Ostanek, 
volunteered their services at this 
fundraiser for the Polka Hall of 
Fame. Accordion jam sessions 
popped up around the dance 
pavilion.

Two sausage makers share 2023 Sausage Festival titles
As recipient of the People’s 

Choice award, Raddell’s prize-
winning product will be the 
official sausage sold during the 
Thanksgiving Polka Weekend, 
presented by the Polka Hall of 
Fame on Friday and Saturday, Nov. 
24-25, at the Holiday Inn Cleve-
land South in Independence, Ohio.

Both meat markets are prior 
winners, producing sausages made 
from age-old recipes brought from 
Europe. Raddell’s Sausage Shop 
opened in Cleveland’s Collinwood 
neighborhood in 1927 and is oper-
ated by the fourth generation of 
the Raddell family. Miro’s has 
been part of Eastlake’s American 
Croatian Center complex for 
nearly 20 years. Chaz Mise took 
over the shop last year.

Pierogi Palace and Wojtila’s 
Bakery expanded the day’s menu 
beyond sausages.

The annual Slovenian Sau-
sage Festival is organized by the 
National Cleveland-Style Polka 

Hall of Fame, located in Euclid’s 
historic old City Hall, 605 East 
222nd St. The Museum and Gift 
Shop are open Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, 11 a.m. until 4 p.m.

Upcoming Polka Hall of Fame 

events include the Harvest Polka 
Party on Friday, Oct. 13, and the 
Thanksgiving Polka Weekend. 
Tickets are available now by phon-
ing (216) 621-FAME or e-mailing 
PolkaShop@aol.com.

The Raddell brothers celebrated their victory in sausage suits at the 
19th annual Slovenian Sausage Festival, hosted by the National 
Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame at the SNPJ Farm.

[Above] The 2023 SNPJ National Balina Tournament women’s 
division champions, Dolls with Balls: (from left) PAttI EVANISH 
(715), LoRI KIEFER (158), ASHLEY bRAtELY (158) and 
JULI boSEK (564).
[Below] The women’s division runners-up, LD & the J’s: (from left) 
JANEt SMRdEL (158), JANICE RoCKWELL (138), 
LIz SMRdEL (158) and dIANE HoRAbIK (158).

[Above] The 2023 SNPJ National Balina Tournament men’s division 
champions, The Wild Honkeys: (from left) bRIAN SPIELER (782), 
ANdY KRISPINSKY (277), JoE FIUMARA (277) and 
WALt RUSSELL (782).
[Below] The men’s division runners-up, Dead To Me: (from left) 
RobbIE RoCKWELL (138), JUStIN VoLPE (564), 
dANNY VoLPE (564) and JERoME PEtUKAUSKAS (33).

Honor Roll(s): 2023 SNPJ National Balina Tournament

29%... people who would purchase more
life insurance if they were asked

62%... people who own coverage, but don’t 
know what they have or why they have it

82%... people who are under-insured

1-800-843-7675

If your coverage is over 5 years old
contact SNPJ for a policy review.

!
Important figures to consider...
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by JOSEPH C. EVANISH
SNPJ National President/CEO

IMPERIAL, Pa. — For many 
years, SNPJ members have enjoyed 
the unique and truly remarkable 
facility that is the SNPJ Recre-
ation Center. The experiences 
and countless memories that have 
been made there are treasured by 
thousands. The Recreation Center 
is now more than 50 years old and, 
as with so many things, time, along 
with wear and tear, have taken 
their toll.

The large upper cabins, situ-
ated opposite the lake along 
Martin Road, are some of the first 
structures that were built on the 
property. Cabins #1 and #2 have 
already been completed. The bud-
geted cost to complete one cabin 
was $28,000. There are a total of 
24 large cabins and 12 motel units 
as part of this project. It will take 
a significant amount of capital to 
finish this project, and will likely 
take years to complete. The more 
donations we receive, the quicker 
we can complete the project. Since 
this is not a cultural or educational 

(scholarship) cause, but rather, rec-
reational in nature, contributions 
are not considered tax deductible. 

We encourage Lodges, Fed-
erations, members, friends and 
other organizations to contribute. 
Several have already contributed. 
While we do offer “Club Level” 
recognition, all donations will be 
listed in ProsveTA.

Donors at the following Club 
Levels will receive their name on 
a plaque inside the correspond-
ing cabin: Bronze Level, $1,000; 
Silver Level, $5,000; Gold Level, 
$10,000; and Platinum Level, 
$25,000.

Donation checks can be made 
payable to “SNPJ.” Please indicate 
“Cabin Renovation” in the memo 
area. Provide your name and ad-
dress, and the acknowledgment 
name and address if the donation 
is made in memory of someone. 

Send your donation to Slovene 
National Benefit Society, 247 
West Allegheny Rd., Imperial, PA 
15126. All donations are greatly 
appreciated. Thank you in ad-
vance for your support!

Support the Rec Center Cabin Renovation Project
Before

After

Rec Center Cabin Renovation donations
for the months of May-August 2023

Club Level Donations
bronze Level

David T. DiPiazza (715), Pittsburgh .......... $1,000

Josephine Bole Celebratory Balina
Tournament collection .................................. $273
SNPJ Lodge 749, Johnstown, Pa. ................ $200
In memory of Joseph Vasilko
James Baumbich (8), New Port Richey, Fla. .. $100
In memory of Joseph and Mary Baumbich

Generic Brand Slovenes: third-place team 
in the Josephine Bole Celebratory Balina
Tournament .................................................... $60
Evelyn Dimpfl (749), Johnstown, Pa. ............. $50
In memory of Joseph Vasilko
SNPJ Lodge 31, Sharon, Pa. ......................... $50
SNPJ Lodge 782, Glenshaw, Pa. ................... $50
Jamie & Patti Evanish (715), Oakdale, Pa. .... $50
In memory of Judy Germani

Bob & Judy Bourg (6), Eighty Four, Pa. ......... $50
In memory of Jim Curl 
David & Peggy Cushman (138), Houston, Pa. .. $25
In memory of Joseph Tonya
Ken & Karen Pintar (6), Bridgeville, Pa. ......... $25
In memory of Josie Bole
Amy D. Mavrich (138), Canonsburg, Pa. ........ $20
In memory of Judy Germani

SNPJ Membership Anniversaries 
October 2023

 Lodge Member
 5 Lynne M. Wilson
 5 Anthony L. Gorick
 31 Ronald E. Ghizzoni
 87 Constance I. Holupka
 89 William J. Boni
 106 Randy M. Scott
 126 Kathleen A. Schaffer
 138 Rebecca S. Rankin
 138 Ruth E. Bell
 138 Mary B. Carelle
 142 Janet R. Grabnar
 142 Mary T. Sierputowski
 207 Len G. Janson
 218 David J. Stephan
 225 Raymond Ryba
 559 Michael G. Cainkar
 559 Randy J. Lipasek
 562 Kim T. Hood

 Lodge Member
 576 Mary C. Willson
 584 Paul J. Pender
 584 James J. Grzeskowiak
 584 Marian E. Lawler
 603 Susan J. Newkirk
 603 Vicky L. Stewart
 604 Robert E. Pike
 715 Jill L. Papale
 715 Marsha J. Dovyak
 721 Karen H. Ritenour
 721 Linda L. Berens
 723 Jon R. Benedict
 729 Edward A. Koechel
 782 James R. Massimino
 782 Donna J. Palmer
 A02 Thomas M. Joos
 A02 Robert J. Kaib

50-Year Members

 Lodge Member
 2 Joseph M. Ovca
 5 Judith A. Wotowiec
 5 Rose M. Toth
 6 Darlene Haney
 34 James E. Wilcox
 89 Joseph M. Stetar
 113 Judith K. Metelko
 138 Barbara J. Hugo
 225 David G. Lepo

 Lodge Member
 257 Lynn M. Hogue
 562 Janet Maxian
 584 Mary A. Lekatz
 584 Albert C. Yerich
 584 Kathleen Marian
 643 Eleanor G. Jonson
 A01 Marion F. Hamilton
 A02 Robert A. Cheswick

60-Year Members

 Lodge Member
 8 Donna J. Boehme
 41 Joseph F. Gombach
 584 Frances P. Zlimen

 Lodge Member
 604 Pauline Barbish
 614 Michael Dragas
 A01 Thomas S. Wajda

70-Year Members

80-Year Members
 Lodge Member
 207 Louis L. Loushin
 218 Victoria E. Courtier

 Lodge Member
 770 Mildred L. Katich

Lodge 518 volunteers prepared an entire meal at the Ronald 
McDonald House in Ann Arbor, portioning servings that could 
be easily stored and reheated.

LodGE 518 CHEFS
FROM PAgE 1

Volunteer Lodge members 
prepared a meal of cheesy pota-
toes and ham, salad and bread 
sticks. The food was also stored 
to be reheated for parents after 
they returned from the hospital 
in the evening.

We had the opportunity to 
speak with some of the families 

staying at the house and recog-
nized the great challenges they 
face with critically ill children. 
RMH does everything possible 
to allow families to focus on 
the children by taking care of 
housing, meals, laundry and 
services.

Lodge member Klaudia Ko-
vac championed coordinating 
this event.

Lodge 518 prepares meals
for families at a local rMH

Lodge 559 readies for year-end meeting, toy drive
by KAITLYN CHIAPPETTA

Lodge 559 President

CHICAgO — Happy fall! SNPJ Lodge 559 members 
wrapped up an eventful summer with our third meeting of 
the year, held in September. We celebrated Lodge Secre-
tary/Treasurer Melanie J. Matiasek’s birthday during the 
meeting while planning for our final meeting of the year.

The final meeting will be held Saturday, Nov. 11, start-
ing at noon at McCook Restaurant. We will be hosting a 
toy drive, as usual, at this last meeting of the year. If you 
would like to contribute, please contact Secretary/Treasurer 
Melanie Matiasek.

We want to thank Robert Rigler (449) for his wonderful 
report to our Lodge of the activities held during this year’s 
Young Adult Conference. Robert represented our Lodge at 
the Young Adult Conference since we didn’t have our own 
young adult delegate. Thank you, Robert!

As for the summer, August was packed with events 
for our Lodge. Members attended the Slovenian Cultural 
Center annual picnic. It was a great time as usual, with a pig 
roast, Slovenian dancers, and live musical entertainment. 
Our Lodge was disappointed with not winning the grand 
prize drawing, but we made up for it with all of the other 
excitement of the event.

The following weekend, Lodge members attended a 
Chicago Federation cultural event as the Federation hosted 
a movie at the Slovenian Catholic Center. There was a great 
turnout of guests outside of the SNPJ as the event was 
publicized during the weekly Slovenian Catholic Center 
luncheon; those attending the luncheon were invited to stay 
for the movie screening afterward.

The film was about Slovenian women in America, mainly 
the stories of their descendants and how they have carried 
on the Slovenian traditions taught to them.

Miss SNPJ 2024 Morgan Sinan attended this event with 
us, and I enjoyed getting to meet her and helping her sell 
tickets for the 50/50 drawing we included in the event. One 
of our longtime Lodge members, Anne Cretnik, enjoyed 
the day and meeting Miss SNPJ.

As always, be sure to check our Facebook page, @
SNPJLODGE559, for current updates. We look forward to 
seeing everyone at our next meeting – happy Halloween!

Lodge 559 members attended the Slovenian Cultural Center 
annual picnic in August, enjoying a pig roast, Slovenian dancers, 
and musical entertainment.

Miss SNPJ 2024 
MoRGAN SINAN 
and retired SNPJ 
Home Office 
employee ANNE 
CREtNIK (559) 
at the Chicago 
Federation cultural 
event held in August.

St. Marys Lodge 581 members JoHN tRoHA (far left), 
MARCIA KLANCER bLEGGI (seated, fourth from right), 
and PAt and JoHN MooRE (far right) joined a number 
of volunteers who assisted the Historical Society of St. 
Marys and Benzinger Township during the Fall Fest held
in September.

LodGE 581 VoLUNtEERS
FROM PAgE 1 

porch of the building. Senior 
citizens who reside in nearby 
housing facilities enjoyed the 
music that could be heard 
throughout the entire area.

John Troha brought his tents 
and put them up to keep the 
volunteers out of the sun. Other 
volunteers registered visitors, 
sold books, and gave tours of 
the historical society rooms 
during this special St. Marys 
Bavarian Fall Fest.

At the Sept. 3 Lodge meet-
ing, the decision was made to 
bake potica and apple strudel 
on Dec. 12 at 311 West Creek 
Road in St. Marys. All mem-
bers are welcome and should 
register to attend.

We plan to sell chances on 
the baked goods during the 
Dec. 17 Christmas party, which 
will be held at the Kersey Fire-
men’s, and donate all proceeds 
to the Jerry Troha Scholarship 
Fund. We continue to sell 
Zippo lighters. Total proceeds 
of the sale benefit the scholar-
ship fund.

The next Lodge 581 meet-
ing will be held Sunday,  Nov. 
19, at Wildwoods in St. Marys. 
Election of officers is on the 
meeting agenda; all Lodge 
members are encouraged to 
attend. A polka dance will 
follow.

For more information about 
Lodge 581 activities, contact 
Marcia Klancer Bleggi at (814) 
335-4983.

Lodge 581 members assist st. Marys Historical society

SNPJ PoRtAL
FROM PAgE 1 

system in order to access your 
policy. As an agent, you will 
need to provide your name, 
agent number, and your date 
of birth. 

If you previously accessed 
PolicyView, be sure to delete 
any bookmarks to PolicyView 
since it is no longer accessible. 
Upon entering the new portal 
you will be asked to register 
with a username and a pass-
word. The old usernames and 
passwords were not transferred 
from PolicyView to the new 

SNPJ Portal.
If you register for the SNPJ 

Portal and then forget your 
username and/or password, 
you will need to follow the 
prompts on the screen to pro-
vide new credentials. The staff 
at the SNPJ Home Office is no 
longer able to change creden-
tials for you.  

We encourage everyone to 
register for the SNPJ Portal so 
that you can check on policy 
information that we cannot 
provide over the phone. We 
hope you enjoy your new SNPJ 
Portal experience!

Launched in mid-september,
sNPJ Portal available online


